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bility BiU,  m,  228 

Breach  of  Trusts  Bill, 
I.C.,  iB.  119 ;  2b.  223 

Bbett,  Hon.  De  B.  J.,  Canterbury, 

Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 
2b.  274,  275 

Broadleaffor  Sleepers, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  W.  J.  Steward),  400 

Bbowk,  Mr.  J.  C,  Tuapeka, 

Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  199 

Gisbome's,  "Mx.,  Book  on  New  Zealand,  g.  68 

Gold  Duty  Keduction  Bill,  2b.  41 

Kawhia  School,  g.  861 

Land  Bill,  Com.  174 

Lawrence  Railway-station,  g.  471 

Middle  Island  Crown  Lands,  g.  471 

Police  Prosecutions,  g.  26 

Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  444 

BoundhiU  Bailway-siding,  g.  66 

Supply — 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  v.,  462 
Class  IX.,  468 

Waitahuna  Petition,  g.  860 

Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  489 

Westport  Colliery  Company,  g.  294 


Bbuoe,  Mr.  B.  C,  Rangitikei, 
Ammunition,  g.  400 
Armed  Constabulary  Bill,  2b.  43 
Hunterville,  ([.  470 

Marton-Munmoto  Boad  Repairs,  g.  150 
Rangitikei  Foot-bridge,  g.  858 
Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  446 

Brunner  and  Grey  Bridges, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Guinness),  476 

Bbycb,  Mr.  J.,  Waitotara, 
Armed  Constabulary,  Obs.  872 
Armed  Constabulary  Bill,  2b.  48,  45 
District  Railways,  m.  187, 191, 192,  240,  241,. 

251 
Field's  Track,  g.  188 
Gk>yemment  Policy  Measures,  m.  96 
Native  Lands  Settlement  Bill,  2b.  820,  826 
Public  Works  Statement,  m.  90,  456 
Railway  Employ^'  Holidays,  g.  441 
Supply,  m.  418 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill,. 

m.  404,405 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m,  440 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  8b.  192 
Westport  Colliery  Company,  g.  292 
West  Wanganui  Land,  g.  282 

Buchanan,  Mr.  W.  C,  Wairarapa  South, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  204 
Clareville  Platform,  g.  362 
District  Railways,  m.  250 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  m.  172 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  m,  75 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  328 

BucKLAND,  Mr.  J.  C,  Waikouaiti, 

South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill,  2b.  168 

BucKLAND,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Franklin  North, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  206 
District  Railways,  m.  191 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  328 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  3b.  34 
Waiheke  Telephone  and  Coromandel  Wharf, 
188 

Buckley,  Hon.  G.,  Canterbury, 

Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  397 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  2b.  493 

Westland  Education  District  Subdivision 
Bill,  w.  467 

Buckley,    Hon.    P.  A.,   Wellifigion  (Colonial 

Secretary), 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m,  842,*  843,* 

386* 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  2b.  181* 
Cock-figkting  near  Greymouth,  Obs.  46;  m. 

384* 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  888;*  Sb.  395 
Drainage  of  Mines  Bill,  2b.  94 ;  m.  259,*  260* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


VIII 


BUG 


[INDEX.] 


GEE 


[1884 


Buckley,  Hon.  P.  A,— continued. 

East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 
Nelson  Railway  BUI,  2b.  1,*  8,*  22,*  68  ;• 
8b.  127  ;•  m.  222 

Qovemment  Business,  m.  258* 

Government  Insurance  Association  Bill,  2b. 
120,*  126  ;•  SB.  261 

Government  Policy  Measures,  Obs.  94;  m, 
119,120;  Obs.  490 

Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  127,* 
138  ;*  (No.  2)  2b,  and  8b.  490* 

Hares,  q.  1 

Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  2b.  491 

Land  Bill,  2b.  262,*  264;*  3b.  889,*  891;* 
Com.  892 

Life  Assurance  Policies  Bill,  2b.  269 ;  m.  347 

Local  Bills  introduced  by  Government,  m, 
46,48 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  180 

Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill,  m. 
426 ;  2b.  431,*  438 ;'  m.  486* 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  398 

Pharazyn,  Hon.  Mr.,  Obs.  641 

Police  Offences  Bill,  2b.  181* 

Public  Works  Amendment  Bill,  2b.  96* 

Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  464* 

Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  466 

Trade  with  India,  Obs.  431 

Trustees'  and  Executors'  Companies  Share- 
holders LiabiUty  Bill,  2b.  62 ;  m.  228* 

West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  366 

Waikato  Confiscated  Lands  Bill,  2b.  48 

Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 
Com.  311 

Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  138* 

Buller  Crown  Lands, 
;*.,  g.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  65 

Butifiess  of  the  Session, 
h..  Statement  (Mr.  Speaker),  664 


Canterbury  Crown  Lands, 
h,,  2.  (Mr.  W.  J.  Steward),  358 

Canterbury  Licenses, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  W.  J.  Steward),  183 

Castlerock  Freestone, 
h„  q.  (Mr.  Cowan),  280 

Chambeblin,  Hon.  H.,  Auckland, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  860* 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  20* 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  136* 

Charitable  Aid, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Pyke),  475 

Christchurch-Hohitika  Road, 
h.,  2.  (Mr.  McMiUan),  278 

City  Electorates  Bill, 
h,,  iB.  95 


City  of  Dunedin  Leasing  Powers  BiM, 
I.C.,  8b.  46 

Civil  List  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  407 

ClarevUle  Platform, 
h„  q.  (Mr.  Buchanan),  362 

Clyde  Lock-up  and  Post  and  Telegraph  Office, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Locke),  369 

Cock-fighting  at  Marsden, 
l.c,,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Wilson),  383 

Cock-fighting  near  Greymouth, 
I.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley),  46 

Codlin  Moth  BUI, 
Z.C.,  3b.  46 
;i.,2B.  182;  3b.  182 

Coke  for  Locomotives, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  400 

ColUngwood  Coal  Fields, 
h,,  m,  (Mr.  Hursthouse),  446 

CoNOLLY,  Mr.  E.  T.,  Picton, 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  406 
Supply- 
Class  I.,  420 
Class  IV.,  380 
Class  v.,  424 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  v..  462 
Class  IX.,  463 
Class  X.,  463 

Consolidated  Stock  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  297 ;  Com.  363 ;  8b.  364 
he,  IB.  342  ;  2b.  388,  393 ;  3b.  395 

ConstUution  Bill, 
h.,  Dis.  22 

Cont€tgious  Diseases  Act, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  186 

Coroners, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Bradshaigh-Bradshaw),  476 

CowAK,  Mr.  C,  Hokonui, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  210 
Castlerock  Freestone,  a.  280 
Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid,  q,  148 
Supply — 

Glass  II.,  376,  423 

Class  IV.,  380 

Class  XIII.,  881 

Creosoting  Sleepers, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Joyce),  442 

Creosoting  Works, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  860 
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-Cruelty  to  Animals  BUI, 
^.,  2b.  22;  IMs.  22 

Currency  and  Cfovemment  Land  Bank, 
h.t  2«  (Mr.  Maoandzew),  147 

Cylinder  Castings, 
ft.,  q,  (Mr.  Levestam),  279,  360 


DABOAVHiLE,  Mr.  J.  McM.,  Auckland  West, 
Torpedo  Boat  for  the  Blnfi,  g.  68 

Defence  of  the  Colony, 
K,  g.  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  22 

Destitute  Persons  Bill, 
Ix.,  IB.  92 ;  2b.  119 ;  Sb.  222 

District  Railtoays, 
fc.,  m.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  187 ;  q,  (Mr.  RoUeston), 
496 

Divisions, 
h.,  Adjonmment,  m,  841 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  586,  537,  588, 

543,  558 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  Com.  91 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  Com.  856 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  310;  Com.  364 
District  Bailways,  m.  252 
Dog  Registration  Bill,  Com.  36 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Com.  478 
Gold  Fields,  m,  440 
Land  BOl,  Com.  117, 178 
life  Assurance  Policies  Bill,  2b.  847 
Native  Lands  Settlement  Bill,  Com.  406 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  866 
North  Island  Trunk  Bckilway,  3b.  77 
Police  Offences  Bill,  Com.  91 ;  3b.  117 
Property-Tax  Bill,  8b.  341 
Badlways  Authorization  Bill,  Com.  444 
River  Boards  Bill,  Com.  478 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  8r.  85 
South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill,  2b.  171 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  374,  875,  420,  421,  428 

Glass  n.,  428 

Class  v.,  424 

Glass  Vni.,  425 
Wanganui  HcLrhour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  405 
Westland   Education    District    Subdivision 

BiU,  Com.  257 ;  8r.  297 
I.C.,  Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  886,  887 
Cock-fighting  at  Marsden,  m.  384 
Drainage  of  Mines  Bill,  Com.  223 ;  m.  261 ; 

SB.  811 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  61 ;  Com.  94 
Government    Insurance    Association    Bill, 

Com.  181 
Hokitika  Steam-Tug  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend. 

491 
Land  Bill,  Com.  857,  892,  393 
Locfid  Bills  introduced  by  Government,  m.  48 


i>tm8io?w--continued. 
Native   Land    Alienation   Restriction   Bill, 

Com.  464 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  489 
Police  Offences  Bill,  Com.  222 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  2b.  179 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  465, 

466 
Wanganui   Harbour   Board   Bill,  2b.  276; 

Com.  312 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  Com. 

426 
Westland    Education    District    Subdivision 

Bill,  Com.  431 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  145 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill,  Com.  48 

Docherty,  W., 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Bradshaigh-Bradshaw),  149 

DODSON,  Mr.  H.,  Wairau, 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  422 
Wairau  Protective  Works,  q,  474 

Dog  Registration  Bill, 
h..  Com.  86 

Drainage  of  Mines  Bill, 
I.C.,  iB.  1 ;  2b.  94  ;  Com.  228 ;  m,  259 

Duncan,  Mr.  T.,  Waitaki, 

Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  539,  552 

Beet-root  Sugar,  q.  403 

Civil  List  Bill,  2b.  408 

District  Railways,  m.  250 

Floods,  g.  65 

Lake  Country  Railway,  q,  277 

Maerewhenua  Miners,  g.  277 

Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 
3b.  41 

Supply- 
Class  I.,  376 
Class  II.,  376,  377 
Class  Xn.,  881 
Class  Xin.,  882 

Te  Mairahoe,  q.  277 

Upper  Waitaki  Bridge,  q,  495 

Dunedin  Oaol  Warders, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Bradshaigh-Bradshaw),  23 


£. 

Ealing  RaUway-station, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Walker),  229 

East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and  Nel- 
son Railway  Bill, 
I.e.,  2b.  1,  48 ;  Com.  94,  127 ;  m.  (Hon.  Mr. 

McLean),  222 
h.,  Cons,  of  Amend.  172 

Eetst  and  West  Coast  Railway, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  McMillan),  188 
l.c,,  m.  222 
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Electric  Lines  BUlt 
%.,  3b.  182 
Z.C.,  2b.  258;  3b.  311 

Employment  of  Females  BUI, 
I.C.,  dB.  43 

Examiner  of  Standing  Orders, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Shrimski),  496 


P. 

False  Notice  of  Birth,  Marriage,  and  Death 
Bill, 
h.,  3b.  22 
Z.C.,  IB.  46;  2b.  174;  3b.  258 

Felling  Timber  on  Road-lines, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Beetham),  403 

Febgus,  Mr.  T.,  Wakatipu, 
District  Bailways,  m,  243 
Lakes  District  Court,  g.  149, 150 
Ndvis  Valley-Garston  Boad,  g.  402 
Pembroke  Police  Quarters,  q,  402 
Pembroke  Telephone,  g.  67 
Westland    Education    District    Subdivision 

Bill,  3b.  296,  297 
Wingatui  Viaduct,  g.  401 

Field^s  Track, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Bryce),  183 

FiSHEB,  Mr.  G.,  Wellington  South, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  549,  551 

Fisheries  Conservation  Bill, 
Z.C.,  iB.  1 ;  2b.  46  ;  8b.  92 
^.,  IB.  145;  2b.  477;  3b.  478 

FiTZHEBBEBT,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Hutt, 

Railway  Employes'  Holidays,  m.  440,  442; 

g.  474 
Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  XI.,  464 

Floods, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  65 

Forest-tree-planting, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  RoUeston),  359 

Fbaseb,  Hon.  T.,  Otago, 

Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  385* 

Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  352* 

East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  10 
Government  Life  Insurance  Association  Bill, 

3b.  262 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  130 
Land  Bill,  2b.  267  ;  Com.  390 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  179 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill,  2b. 

432  ;*  Cons,  of  Amend.  488 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  399 
Punishments  for  Offences  in  Gaols,  m.  92,*  93* 


Fbaseb,  Hon.  T. — continued. 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  464 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  2b.  178 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill,. 

2b.  273 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  271». 

856 ;  Com.  426 
Westland   Education    Disbict    SubdiYisioxL 

Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  469 

Fbaseb,  Colonel  W.,  Thames, 
Eatikati-Thames  Telegraph,  g.  404 
Native  Lands  Settlement  Bill,  2b.  317 
Waikato-Thames  Railway,  g.  150 

Friendly  Societies*  Delegates, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Hatch),  401 

Fulton,  Mr.  J.,  Taieri, 
Berwick-Henley  Telephone,  g.  476 
Eidd  and  Others,  g.  145 
Mosgiel  Stone  Quarzy,  g.  65 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  444 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  376 

Class  II.,  377,  423 

Class  IV.,  380 
Wingatui  Viaduct,  g.  401 


Gabbigk,  Mr.  F.  J.,  St,  Albans, 
Local  Government,  g.  362 

Gillies,  Mr.  R.,  Bruce, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  540,  553^ 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  199 
Kaitangata  and  Tuakitoto  Lakes,  g.  67 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  384 
Roundhill  Railway  Siding,  g.  65,  66 
Supply- 
Class  I.,  375,  420,  &c. 
Class  n.,  376,  &c.,  423 
Class  v.,  424 
Class  VIII.,  425 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IV.,  462 
Class  v.,  462 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  440 
Westport  Colliery  Company,  g.  293^^ 

Qishome  Harbour  Bill, 
he,  3b.  46 

Qold  Duty  Abolition, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Seddon),  186 

Oold  Duty  Beductiofi  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  41 

Gold  Fields, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Pyke),  182  ;  w.  (Mr.  Pyke),  44a 

Government  Business, 
h,,  m.  (Hon.  Ui.  P.  A.  Buckley),  258 

Government  Contractors, 
h„  g.  (Mr.  W.  J.  Steward),  279 
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Government  Inturancs  Association  JBi0, 
I.6.,  IB.  1 ;  2b.  120 ;  Sb.  261 

Government  Policy  Measures^ 
lx,t  g.  ^on.  Mr.  Waterhouse),  93;  q.  (Hon. 

Mr.  McLean),  119 ;  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Water- 

honse),  489 
A.,  m,  (Sir  G.  Grey),  95 

OBiLCE,  Hon.  M.  S.,  WeUingUm, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m,  387* 
Government  Insurance  Association  Bill,  2b. 

125;*  3b.  261* 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  2b.  179* 
Wanganoi  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  226,'  274  ;*  3b.  346* 
Westland    Education    District    Subdivision 

Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  469* 

Grcmel  Reserve ,  WaituTigi, 
K,  q,  (Mr.  W.  J.  Steward),  400 

Gbey,  Sir  G.,  Auckland  East, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  516,  538,  539, 

643,  651,  552,  553 
Civil  List  Bill,  2b.  408 
District  Railways,  m.  188,  240,  242,  &c. 
Fisheries  Conservation  BUI,  2b.  477 
Gold  Duty  Beduction  Bill,  2b.  41,  42 
Qovemment  Policy  Measures,  m.  95, 112 
Native    Land    Alienation    Bestriction   Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  478 
Native  Lands  Settlement  Bill,  2b.  324,  326 ; 

3b.  406 
Kew  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  365 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 

2b.  89,  41 
Railway  Employes'  Back  Pay,  q.  151 
South  Island  Native  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  38 
Telegraph  Employes,  q,  151 
West  Wanganui  Land,  q.  282 

Grey  County  Waste  Lands, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  471 

Grey-Okarito  Road, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bevan),  358 

Greymouthr-Brunjier  Railway  Fares, 
h,j  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  476 

Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Billy 
U,,  2b.  127 ;  3b.  222 

Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill  (No,  2), 
Ix.,  IB.  464  ;  2b.  and  3b.  491 
h.,  iB.,  2b.,  and  3b.  478 

Greymouth  Supreme  Court, 
%.,  q,  (Mr.  Guinness),  471 

Greymouth  Telephone, 
A.,  g.  (Mr.  Guinness),  282 

GsiQO,  Mr.  J.,  Wakanm, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  201 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  477 
Native  Lands  Settlement  Bill,  2&.  824 


Gbiqg,  Mr.  J. — coTitvMied, 
New  Zealand  Loan  BUI,  Com.  365 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill,. 

3b.  40 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  329 

GuiNNXSS,  Mr.  A.  R.,  Greymouth, 

Armed  Constabulary  BiU,  2b.  42,  46 

Brunner  and  Grey  Bridges,  q.  476 

Brunnerton  Resident  Magistrate's  Court,  q,. 
278 

Crawford,  J.  W.,  q,  403 

Dinan,  J.,  q.  403 

Gold  Duty  Reduction  BUI,  2b.  42 

Grey  County  Waste  Lands,  q.  471 

Greymouth-Brunner  Railway  Fares,  q.  476 

Greymouth  Supreme  Court,  q.  471 

Greymouth  Telephone,  q.  282 

Licensing  Committees'  Clerks,  q.  278 

Mines  Act,  q.  148 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  365 

Postal  Union,  q,  495 

PubUc  Works,  m.  458 

South  Island  Native  Reserves  BiU,  2b.  39 

Supply- 
Class  I.,  374 
Class  III.,  873 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IIL,  464 
Class  v.,  462 
Class  X.,  464 

Wallsend  Coal  Mine,  q.  363 

Westland  Education  District  Subdivision  Bill, . 
Com.  194 ;  3b.  296  ^-^ 

Westport  CoUiery  Company ,^3.  150,  231,  235,, 
282,  402,  477 


Hakxjene,  Mr.  I.,  Nortliem  Maori, 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  BiU,  2b. 
320 ;  ?».  485 

Hamlin,  Mr.  E.,  Franklin  South  (Chairman  of 
Committees,  h.). 
Bee-keeping,  q.  182 
Manukau  Heads  Lights,  q.  271 
Property-Tax  BiU,  2b.  387  i 
Railways  Authorization  BiU,  2b.  444 

Hansard, 
h..  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  470;  q.  (Iklr.  Macandrew),. 
496 

Hares, 
Lc,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Wigley),  1 

Fart,  Hon.  R.,  Wellington, 
Beet-root  Sugar  BUI,  2b.  396 
ConsoUdated  Stock  BiU,  m.  893 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  BiU,  2b.  65-        -   --1 
Local  BiUs  introduced  by  Government,  m. . 

46* 
Napier  Harbour  Board  BiU,  m.  343* 


Hastings  Wool  Traffic, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Ormond),  183 
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Hatch,  Mr.  J.,  InvercargUl, 
Aimexation  and  Federatioxii  m.  558 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  220 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  477 
Friendly  Societies'  Delegates,  q,  401 
Invercargill-Bluff  Railway  Tickets,  g.  859 
Mail  Service  with  England,  Com.  411 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 

2b.  40 
Privilege,  m.  497 
Railway  Employes,  q,  280 
Supply- 
Class  I.,  874,  419,  421 
Class  II.,  877 
Class  XII.,  381 
Class  Xni.,  881 

Hawkers  Bay-Central  Railway  Connection^ 
h,t  g,*  (Mr.  Ormond),  151 

Hendebson,  Hon.  T.,  Auckland^ 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  465 

Hickson's  OffiMS^ 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart),  228 

Highland  Crofters, 
fc.,  q.  (Mr.  Hobbs),  857 

HoBBS,  Mr.  R.,  Bay  of  Islands ^ 
Highland  Crofters,  q.  357 
Kawakawa-Hokianga  Railway,  q.  64 
Mangonui-Kaitaia  Telegraph,  q.  857 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill,  2b. 

324 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  871 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  875,  421 

Class  v.,  424 

Class  VI.,  425 

Class  VIII.,  425 

w.  417 

Hodge,  R.  P., 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  22 

HokitiJca  Steam-Tug  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  and  3b.  22 

Z.C.,  iB.  46;  2b.  262;   8b.  842;  Amendments 
by  Governor,  491 

Hokitika  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  280 

Holmes,  Mr.  J.,  Christchurch  South, 
Addington  Workshops,  q.  861 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  585 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  864,  869 
Parcels  on  Railways,  q.  402 
Supply- 
Class  I.,  874,  419,  420,  422 
Class  II.,  428 
Class  v.,  424 
Class  Vin.,  425 
m.  415,  417 
West  Wanganui  Land,  q,  281 


Hospitals  and  Cha/ritable  Aid, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Cowan),  148 ;  q,  (Mr.  0.  F.  Bichazd- 
Bon),  476 

HunterviUe, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Brace),  470 

HuBSTHOUSE,  Mr,  R.,  Motueka, 
Armed  Constabulary  BiU,  2b.  46 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  208 
Collingwood  Coal  Fields,  m.  445 
District  Railways,  m.  248 
Public  Works,  m.  459 
South  Island  Native  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  87 


■^""S^-- 


llass  I.,  421 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  v.,  462 
Tadmor  Postmaster,  q.  24 
Tuta,  R.,  and  others,  q,  478 
Upper  Takaka  Telephone,  q,  478 


Immigration  and  Public  Works  AppropriaHcn 
Bill, 
h.,  IB.  and  2b.  470 ;  8b.  494 
I.e.,  iB.  and  2b.  491 ;  8b.  494 

Impounding  Bill, 
h.,  8b.  312 

Index  of  Statutes, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Dr.  Pollen),  259 

Invercargill-Bluff  Railway  Tickets, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hatch),  859 


Johnson,  Hon.  G.  R.,  WeUington, 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  56* 
Greymouth  Harbour  Boajrd  Bill,  2b.  188* 
Native   Land    Alienation   Restriction   BiU, 

2b.  482 ;  w.  489 
Westland    Education   District    Subdivisian 

Bill,  w.  469* 

Johnston,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Te  Aro, 
Torpedo-Boats  for  Lyttelton,  q,  24 

Joyce,  Mr.  J.  P.,  Awarua, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  218 
Bluff-Invercargill  Railway  Tariff,  q,  68 
Creosoting  Sleepers,  q,  442 
Creosoting  Works,  g.  860 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 

2b.  89,  40 
Privilege,  m,  496 
Railway  Sleepers,  q.  64 
Roundhill  Railway-siding,  m.  adj.  67 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  421 
"  The  King  Country,"  q.  476 
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JOTGB,  Mr.  jr.  P. — contimted. 
Thompeon's  Cement,  q.  229 
Toipedo-BoAt  fox  the  Bluff,  q.  68 


Kairangi,  A.  te, 
lx.t  m.  (HoxL  Mr.  J,  G.  Bichmond),  464 

KaUangaia  and  Ttiakitoto  Lakes, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  GiUies),  67 

KtUiktUi-Thames  Telearaph, 
h.t  q.  (Oolonel  Fraser),  404 

EatoakauKh-Hokianga  Railioay, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hobbe),  64 

Kawhia  School, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Brown),  361 

Kidd,  A.,  and  Others, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Fulton),  145 

Kooti,  Te, 
K,  q,  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  404 

Kowai  Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill, 
Ix.,  8b.  1 

Kumara-Ooldsborongh  Telephone, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  182 

Kumara  TaU^ace, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  186,  230 

Kumara  Water-races, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  183, 186 


Lahxakh,  Hon.  H.  H.,  Westland, 
Cock-fighting  at  Marsden,  m.  384 
Dzamage  of  Mines  Bill,  m,  260 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  BaHway  Bill,  2r.  52 
Government  Business,  m.  259 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  131" 
Hokitika  Steam-Tug  Bill,  2b.  262 ;  m.  481 
Land  Bill,  Com.  356 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  373 ;  Com.  346 
Westland    Education    District    Subdivision 

Bill,  2b.  855;  Com.  430 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  142* 

Lake  Country  Railway, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  277 

Lake,  Mr.  E.,  Waipa, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  211 ;  Com.  256 
Mail  Service  with  England,  Com.  413 
Supply — 
CIaa8l.,421 

Lakes  District  Court, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  Fergus),  149 


Lance,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Cheviot, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  202 

Land  Bill, 

;».,  Com.  117,173;  8b.  192 
Ix.,  IB.  222 ;  2b.  262 ;  Com.  356,  389  ;  3b.  426 

Langdale  and  Dreyerton  Telephone, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Beetham),  24 

Labnach,  Mr.  W.  J.  M.,  C.M.G.,  Peninsula, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  539 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  72. 
Railways  Authorization  BUI,  2b.  443 
Stationery,  q,  496 

Lawrence  Railway-station, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Brown),  471 

Legislative  Council, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Macarthur),  67 

Levestah,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Nelson, 
CivU  List  Bill,  2b.  408 
Cylinder  Castings,  q.  279,  360 
District  Railways,  m.  242 
Government  Policy  Measures,  m,  adg.  97 
Police  Offences  Bill,  Com.  91 ;  3b.  117 
Railway  Employes'  Holidays,  m.  adj.  442 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  3b.  35 
Supply- 
Glass  I.,  376 
Class  II.,  376,  377 
Class  XI.,  882 
Class  XII.,  381 
m.  415 

Licensing  Committees'  Clerks, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Guinness),  278 

Life  Assurance  Policies  BiU, 
h.,  3b.  182 
Z.C.,  IB.  222 ;  2b.  269,  347 ;  Sb.  883 

Lime  Tariff  on  Railways, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  RoUeston),  229 

Local  Bills  introduced  by  Oovemment, 
Ix.,  m.  (Hon.  Captain  BaiUie),  46 

Local  Oovemment, 
h,,  q,  Mr.  Garrick,  362 

Locke,  Mr.  S.,  East  Coast, 
Awarua  Block,  q.  22 
Clyde  Lock-up  and  Post  and  Telegraph  Office^ 

g.  359 
Mahia  Lineman,  q,  474 
Makaraka  Telephone,  q,  474 
Mohaka-Napier  Road,  q,  359 
Native  Lana  Alienation  Restriction  Bill,  2b. 

328 
Wairoa  County  Revenue  and  Expenditure, 

m.  152 
Wairoa  Resident  Magistrate,  q.  359 

LyeU  Bridge, 
h„  q.  (Mr.  O'Conor),  280 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


'XIV 


MAC 


[INDEX.] 


McM 


[18M 


M. 

-Macandkbw,  Mr.  J.,  Port  Chalmers^ 

Currency  and  Govenunent  Land  Bank,  q.  147 

Hansardy  q,  496 

Land  Bill,  Ck>m.  173 

Mail  Service  with  England,  m.  409,  411,  413 

Property-Tax  Bill,  2e.  382 

Bailway  Employ^'  Holidays,  w.  441 

South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill,  2b.  170 

Supply— 

Com.  415 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  446 
Te  Mairahoe,  q,  277 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  405 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  440 
Wellington    College  Beserves    Confirmation 

BiU,  2b.  29 

Macabthub,  Mr.  D.  H.,  Manawatu, 
Legislative  Council,  q.  67 
Manawatu  Land,  q.  23 
Manawatu  Timber  Trade,  q.  182 
Wellington   College  Reserves   Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  27,  29,  30,  32,  193 
Wellington  Waste  Lands  Board,  q.  23 

Mackenzie,  Mr.  M.  J.  S.,  Motmt  Ida, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  539 
Macrae's  Telephone,  q,  401 
Maniototo  Land,  q.  150 
Te  Kooti,  q.  404 
Wingatui  Viaduct,  q,  401 

JIaerewhenua  Miners, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Duncan),  277 

Maharara  and  Tautane  Blocks, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Smith),  228 

-Mahia  Lineman, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Locke),  474 

Mahurangi  Lime, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  T.  Thompson),  67 

Jdail  Service  with  England, 
h,,  m.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  408 ;  q,  (Mr.  Peacock), 
476 

Mdkaraka  Telephone, 
'  h,,  q.  (Mr.  Locke),  474 

•Manawatu  Land, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Macarthur),  23 

'Jianawatu  Timber  Trade, 
h.,  q.  {III.  Macarthur),  182 

Mangahao  Block, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Beetham),  229 

Mangonui-Kaitaia  TeUgraph, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Hobbs),  367 


Maniototo  Land, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  150 

Mamteij:^  Hon.  W.  B.  D.,  Wellington, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  343,  884 
Beet-root  Sugar  BUI,  2b.  354 
Government  Policy  Measures,  Obs.  490 
Life  Assurance  Policies  Bill,  2b.  347 
Local  Bills  introduced  by  Government,  ni, 

47 
Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill,  m.  344 
Native  Land  Alienation  Bestrictian  Bill,  fiB* 

433,434;  Pass.  464 
Punislunents  for  OfEences  in  Gaols,  q.  92,  98' 
South  Island  Native  Beserves,  m.  48 
West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill,  Com* 

426 

Manukau  Heads  Lights, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Hamlin),  277 

Martinr-Murimctu  Road  Repairs, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Bruce),  150 

McCarthy's  Case, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.Allwright),  295 

McEenzie,  Mr.  J.,  Moeraki, 
Land  Bill,  Com.  118, 174 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  422 

Class  VIII.,  425 

McLean,  Hon.  G.,  Otago, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m,  886 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  354 
Cock-fighting  at  Marsden,  m.  384 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  394,  395 
Drainage  of  Iklines  Bill,  w.  260* 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)   and 

Nelson  RaUway  Bill,  m.  222  ;*  2b.  22,  48  ;* 

3b.  127 
Government  Business,  m.  259 
Government  Insurance  Association  Bill,  2b'. 

121 ;  Com.  181 
Government  Policy  Measures,  m,  119 
Land  Bill,  2b.  2G9  ;*  Com.  357,  392 ;  3b.  889 
Life  Assurance  Policies  BUI,  2b.  270* 
Local  Bills  iiitroduced  by  Government,  m.  47 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  180 ;  3b.  895 
Native  Land    Alienation    Bestrictioa    Bill, 

2b.  434 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  488 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Begistration  Bill, 

:2b.  227 
School  Conmiittees  Election  Bill,  2b.  178 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  m.  466 
Trustees*  and  Executors'  Companies  Share- 
holders Liability  Bill,  2b.  61,*  62* 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Billy 

2b.  226,  275* 
West  Coast  Settlement  Beserves  BiH,  Com. 

426,  427 
Westland    Education   District    Subdiviuoa 

Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  470 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  142*  * 

McMillan,  Mr.  D.,  Coleridge, 
Acheron  Coal,  q.  149 
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McMiLiiAif,  Mr.  D. — eonHnued, 
Oliristchuroh-Hokitika  Boad,  g.  278 
East  and  West  Coast  Bailway,  q,  183 

Mebteath,  Mr.  A.  A.  S.,  Inangdhua, 
Beet-root  Sugar  BiU,  2b.  203 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  336 
Beefton  Volunteers,  q.  64 
Westland    Education   District    Subdivision 
Bill,  Com.  198,  257 ;  3b.  295,  297 

jaddU  Tsland  Crown  Lands^ 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Bro\?n),  471 

Miller,  Hon.  H.  J.,  Otago, 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  2*  53,  60 
Land  BiU,  2b.  264,  268 
Trustees'  and  Executors'  Shareholders  Lia- 

blHty  Bill,  Com.  228 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  224 

J£me8  Act, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  148 

J£iniater  of  Native  Race, 
fc.,  q.  ((Mx.  Taiaroa),  471 

Moat,  Mr.  W.  P.,  Bodney, 
Timber-floating  Bill,  3b.  326 

MohaJca-Napier  Road, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Locke),  359 

HoBTGOiOBBY,  Mr.  W.,  Akaroa, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  212 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  310 
District  Bailways,  m,  244 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  870 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  827 
West  Wanganui  Land,  q,  282 

2£onufnent  to  Epuni, 
k.,  q.  (Mr.  Wakefield),  496 

Morris,  W,,  and  Others, 
h,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  186 

Motqiel  Stone  Quarry, 
fc.,  q,  (Mr.  Pulton),  65 

Moss,  Mr.  F.  J.,  Pamell, 

A.  Kidd  and  Others,  m.  145, 146 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  587,  538,  540, 

651,  652 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  212 

B.  West,  q,  400 

Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  304  ;  Com.  363  ^ 

District  Bailways,  m.  243,  253 

Native    Land    Alienation    Bestriotion   Billi 

Cons,  of  Amend.  484,  485,  486  ! 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amende 

368    . 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  331 
Bailway  Employes'  Holidays,  m.  441 
Bailways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  448 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  3b.  85 


Moss,  Mr.  F.  J. — continued. 
South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill,  2b.  164 
Supply- 
Class  XL,  379 
Trust  Funds,  q,  230 

Municipal  Corporations  BUI, 
h.,  3b.  22 
I.C.,  iB.  92 ;  2b.  179 ;  3b.  311,  396 


N. 

Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
I.C.,  m.  (Hon.  Mr.  Hart),  843 

Napier-Woodville  Railway, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Ormond),  278 

Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  BUI, 
h,,  m.  152  ;  2b.  312 ;  8b.  406 ;  Disagreeing  with 

Amends,  of  Council,  478 ;   Petition,  554 ; 

Address  by  WaJianui,  554 
I.e.,  iB.  388 ;  m.  426  ;  Address  by  Wahanui, 

427  ;  2b.  431 ;  Com.  464;  3b.  464 ;  m.  486 

Native  Land  Purchases, 
h,,  q,  (Captain  Bussell),  476 

Nevis  Valley-Barston  Road, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  Fergus),  402 

Newman,  Dr.  A.  K.,  Thomdon, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  540,  554 
Armed  Constabulary  Bill,  2b.  43 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  210 
District  Bailways,  m.  243,  251,  322 
Native  Land  Alienation  Bestriction  Bill,  2b« 

322 
North  Island  Trunk  Bailway,  g.  151 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  365 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  329 
Bailways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  443 
South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill,  2b.  166 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  374 

Class  II..  376,  377 

Class  VIII.,  425 

Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  v.,  462 
Class  IX.,  463 
Wellington    College  Beserves  Confixmation 

Bill,  2b.  29,  82 

New  Zealand  International  South  Sea  Trading 
Company  BUI, 
h.,  2b.  152 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  276  ;  2r.  827 ;  Com.  364 ;  3b.  372 
U.,  iR.  342 ;  2r.  898  ;  3b.  899 

Ngatata,  Hon.  Wi  Tako,  Wellington, 
Native  Land  Alienation  Bestriction  Bill,  m. 
489 

Ngatvrahiri  Latids, 
h,,  q.  (Colonel  Trimble),  280 
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North  Island  Trunk  Railway, 
h,,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  69 ;  q.  (Dr.  Newman),  151 


O'CAiiiAOHAN,  Mr.  A.  P,  Lincoln, 
"  Binder  **  Twine,  q.  362,  863 
Coke  lor  Locomotives,  q.  400 
Contagions  Diseases  Act,  q,  186, 187 
Kawhia  School,  q.  361 
Supply — 

C&ss  I.,  373,  374,  376 

Class  II.,  378 

Class  IV.,  380 
Tricycles  for  Post  and  Telegraph  DeliTery 

S.  150 

0*CoNOR,  Mr.  E.  J.,  BulleTy 

Armed  Constabulary  Bill,  2r.  44 

BuUer  Crown  Lands,  q,  65 

Gold  Duty  Beduction  Bill,  2b.  41 

Land  Bill,  Com.  174 

Lyell  Bridge,  q.  280 

Mail  Service  with  England,  m.  411 

Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 
3b.  89 

Supply- 
Class  L,  875,  419 
Class  II.,  376,  377 
Class  XII.,  381 
Com.  416,  417,  419,  420,  421 

Waste  Lands  Committee,  m.  440 

Westport  Colliery  Company,  q,  403 

Officers  of  the  Council, 
i.c.,  Obs.  (Hon.  the  Speaker),  393 

Oliveb,  Hon.  B.,  Otago, 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  15,*  60 
Government  Business,  m.  259 
Local  BiUs  introduced  by  Government,  m. 

47,48 
Police  Offences  Bill,  Com.  222 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  2b.  177 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  225 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill,  Com.  48 

Ormond,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Napier, 
Hastings  Wool  Traffic,  q.  183 
Hawke's  Bay-€entral  Railway  Comiection, 

2.151 
Napier-Woodville  Railway,  q,  278 
Park's  Island  Quarantine  Buildings,  q.  279 

0*RoRKE,  Sir  G.  Maurice,  Manukau  (Speaker, 
h.) 
Supply — 
Class  L,  374,  375 


Parcels  on  Railways, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Holmes),  402 


Park's  Island  Quarantine  Buildings, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Oimond),  279 

Patuki,  T.  T., 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Taiaroa),  148 

Peacock,  Hon.  J.  T.,  Canterbury, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  354* 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  55* 
Government    Insurance     Association    Bill^ 

2b.  125* 

Peacock,  Mr.  T.,  Newton, 

Auckland- Wellington  Telegraph,  j.  477 

Civil  List  Bill,  2b.  408 

Cox's  Creek  Bridge,  q.  295 

Mail  Service  with  England,  m.  410,  413 

North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  m.  77 

Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Billr 
3b.  40 

Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  835 

Supply- 
Class  I.,  374,  421 
Class  II.,  376,  877,  378,  423 
Class  III.,  373 
Class  v.,  424 

Peabson,  Mr.  W.  P.,  Ashley, 

Ashley  Railway-station,  q.  67 

Railway  Fences,  g.  472 

Sheep  and  Cattle  Rates,  g.  473 

Supply- 
Glass  II.,  423 
Class  VI.,  424 
Class  Vni.,  425 

Pembroke  Police-quarters, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Fergus),  402 

Pembroke  Telephone, 
h,,  g.  (Mr.  Fergus),  67 

Pebb,  Mr.  W.,  Eastern  Maori, 
Native    Land   Alienation   Restriction   Bill,. 

Cons,  of  Amend.  480 
Native    Lands    Settlement   Bill,   m.   152; 

2b.  317 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  8b.  192 

Pbtbb,  Hon.  W.  S.,  Canterbury, 
Land  Bill,  Sb.  391 

Pbabazyn,  Hon.  C.  J.,  Wellington, 
Government  Insurance  Association  Bill,  Pass.* 

261 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn,  Obs.  540,  542 

Pharagyn,  Hon.  Mr,, 
Z.C.,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn),  540 

Police  Offences  BUI, 
h,.  Com.  91 ;  3b.  95, 113 
{.c,  iB.  119 :  2b.  181 ;  Com.  222 ;  Sb.  256 

Police  Prosecutions, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Brown),  26 
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Pollen,  Hon.  D.,  Auckland, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  w.  343,*  387* 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2r.  851* 
Drainage  of  Mines  Bill,  Com.  223 ;  m,  260 ; 

3b.  811* 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2».  13* 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  128,* 

133* 
Index  of  Statutes,  m.  259 
Land  Bill,  2b.  264 ;  Com.  892 
Local  Bills  introduced  by  Government,  m. 

47* 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  180;*  Sb. 

896* 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill,  2b. 

431 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  487 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  399* 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 

2b.  227* 
Ponishments  for  Offences  in  Gaols,  m.  93 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  2b.  176* 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  m.  466 
Trustees'  and  Executors*  Companies  Share- 
holders' Liability  Bill,  2b.  62* 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

8b.  845 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  2b. 

272  ;•  Com.  426 ;  Pass.  427 
Westland    Education    District    Subdivision 

Bill,  Com.  429 ;  Cons,  of  Amend.  466 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  139* 

Poptttoiton,  dc,  of  Provincial  Districts, 
h,,  m.  (Mr.  Seddon),  152 

Poran^hai^Waipukurau  Railway^ 
K  2.  (Mr.  Smith),  400 

Postal  Union,  • 

h,,  q,  (Mr.  Guinness),  495 

PfinUrs  and  New^xipers  Registration  Bill, 
h,,  2b.  39  ;  8b.  41 
Z.C.,  iB.  46 ;  2b.  226 

PriviUge, 
h.,  m,  (Mr.  Joyce),  496 

Property-Tax  BiU, 
h.,  iB.  276 ;  2b.  827 ;  8b.  357 
Z.C.,  IB.  342 ;  2b.  and  3b.  399 

Prorogation, 
Lc,  542 
fc.,554 

Public  Works, 
h.,  Obs.  (Major  Atkinson),  448 

Public  Works  Bill, 
2.C.,  IB.  1 ;  2b.  95 ;  3b.  258 

Public  Works  Statement, 
h,  (Mr.  E.  Richardson),  77 

Punishments  for  Offences  in  Gaols, 
Ix.,  q.  (Hon.  Mr.  Mantell),  92 
2-50 


Pyke,  Mr.  v.,  Dnnstan, 
Alexandra  Lock-up,  q.  182 
Armed  Constabulary  Bill,  2b.  44 
Charitable  Aid,  q.  475 
Gold  Fields,  q.  182  ;  m,  440 
Government  Policy  Measures,  m.  97 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill» 

3b.  40 
Waipahi-Roxburgh  Line,  q.  276 


Railway  Employes, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hatch),  280 

Railway  Employis*  Back  Pay, 
h.,  q,  (Sir  G.  Grey),  151 

Railway  Employes*  Holidays, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Fitzherbert),  440,  474 

Railway  Fences, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Pearson),  472 

Railways  Authorisation  Bill, 
h.,  IB.  400 ;  2b.  442  ;  Sb.  445 
I.e.,  iB.  426  ;  2b.  and  3b.  464 

Railway  Sleepers, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Bradshaigh-Bradshaw),  28 ;  q,  (Mr* 
Joyce),  64 

Rangitikei  Foot-bridge, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bruce),  358 

Rangitikei  River, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Bruce),  358 

Reefton  Volunteers, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Menteath),  64 

Reeves,  Hon.  W.,  Canterbury, 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  11 
Land  Bill,  Recom.  389,  892 
Native   Land   Alienation   Restriction  Bill, 

2b.  432 ;  Com.  464 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill} 

2b.  226 

Reporting  Debates  Committee, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  J.  Steward),  472 

Reynolds,  Hon.  W.  H.,  Otago  (Member  of 
Executive  without  portfolio). 

Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  348,*  898* 

Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  389* 

Government  Policy  Measures,  w.  490 

Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  132* 

Land  BUI,  2b.  268* 

Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  311  ;*  Re- 
com. 395* 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  S9Q* 

Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 
2b.  227 

School  Committees  Election  Bill,  2b.  176* 

Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  465 
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Reynolds,  Hon.  W.  K.— continued. 

Trustees'  and  Executors'  Companies  Share- 
holders LiabiUty  Bill,  2b.  61,*  63* 

Westland  Education  District  Subdivision 
Bill,  2e.  854,*  366 ;•  Com.  427,*  428;*  Cons, 
of  Amend.  466 

Westport  Harbour.  Board  Bill,  2b.  141* 

BiCHABDSON,  Mr.  E.,  C.M.G.,  Kaiapoi  (Minister 

for  Public  Works), 
Acheron  Coal,  g.  149 
Addington  Railway  Workshops,  q.  68 
Addington  Workshop  Employes,  q.  361 
Ashley  Railway-station,  q,  68 
Auoklaiid-Taranaki  Railway,  q.  68 
Bluff-Invercargill  Railway,  q.  63 
Broadleaf  for  Sleepers,  q,  401 
Brunner  and  Grey  Bridges,  q.  476 
Oa"Stlerock  Freestone,  q.  281 
Ghristohurch-Hokitika  Road,  q.  278 
Coke  for  Locomotives,  q.  400 
Coz's  Creek  Bridge,  q.  295 
Crawford,  J.  W.,  g.  403 
Cresoting  Sleepers,  q,  442 
Cresoting  Works,  q.  360 
Cylinder  Castings,  q.  279,  360 
Dincun,  J.,  g.  404 
Ealing  Railway-station,  q.  229 
East  and  West  Coast  Railway,  q,  183 
Field's  Track,  q,  183 
Friendly  Societies'  Delegates,  q,  401 
Government  Contractors,  q.  279 
Greymouth-Brunner  Railway  Fares,  q,  476 
Grey-Okorito  Road,  q.  859 
Hawke's  Bay  Central  Railway  Connection, 

q.  151 
Hodge,  R.  P.,  q,  22 
Hunterville,  q.  470 

Invercargill-Bluff  Railway  Tickets,  q.  360 
Eawakawa-Hokianga  Railway,  q,  64 
Lake  County  Railway,  q,  277 
Lawrence  Railway-station,  q.  471 
Lime  Tariff  on  Railways,  q.  229 
Lyell  Bridge,  q.  280 
Mahurangi  Lime,  q,  67 
Manawatu  Timber  Trade,  g.  182 
Martin-Murimotu  Road  Repairs,  q.  150 
Mohaka-Napier  Road,  q,  359 
Mosgiel  Stone  Quarry,  q,  65 
Napier- Woodville  Railway,  q.  279 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  370 
North  Islfiuid  Trunk  Railway,  m.  77 ;  q.  151 
Parcels  on  Railways,  q.  402 
PorangaJiau-Waipukurau  Railway,  q.  400 
Public  Works  Statement,  77  ;  m.  90 
Railway  Employes,  q.  280 
Railway  Employes'  Back  Pay,  q.  151 
Railway  Employ6s'  Holidays,  q.  474,  475 
Railway  Fences,  q,  478 
Railway  Sleepers,  g.  23,  64 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  442,  444 
Rangitikei  Foot-bridge,  g.  358 
Rangitikei  River,  g.  358 
Roundhill  Railway  Siding,  g.  65,  66 
Seaward  Bush  Railway,  g.  276 
Supply — 

Class  XI.,  382 

m,  418,  452 


Richardson,  Mr.  E. — continued. 
Supply — continued. 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  446 

Class  III.,  461 

Class  IV.,  462 

Class  v.,  462 

Class  VI.,  463 

Class  X.,  463 

Class  XI.,  464 
Thompson's  Cement,  g.  229 
Unemployed,  g.  868 
Upper  Waitaki  Bridge,  g.  495 
Waikato-Thames  Railway,  g.  150 
Waimate  Relief  Works,  g.  279 
Waipahi-Roxburgh  Line,  g.  276 
Wairoa  Protective  Works,  g.  474 
Walton  Park  Railway,  g.  494 
Westland    Education    District    Subdivision 

Bill,  2r.  355 
Westport  Colliery  Company,  w.  233 
Wingatui  Viaduct,  g.  401 

RicHABDSON,  Mr.  G.  F.,  liataura, 
Annexation  and  Confederation,  m.  540 
Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid,  g.  476 
Seaward  Bush  Railway,  g.  276 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  377 
Class  IV.,  424 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  III.,  462 

Richmond,  Hon.  J.  C,  Nelson, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2r.  352* 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2a.  389,*  393* 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  10 ;'  Com.  94* 
Government  Business,  m,  259 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  136* 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

BUI,  2b.  491 
Kairangi,  A.  te,  in.  464 
Land  Bill,  Recom.  389* 
Life  Assurance  Policies  -Bill,  2b.  270* 
MunicipaJ  Corporations  Bill,  2r.  179, 180 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill,  2b.', 

435  ;*  Cons,  of  Amend.  488 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  2b.  176* 
Trustees'  and  Executors'  Companies  Share- 
holders Liability  Bill,  2b.  61  ;*  Com.  228 
West  Coast  Settlement   Reserves  Bill,   2b. 

272;*  Com.  426* 
Westland    Education    District    Subdivision 

Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  467 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  139* 

River  Boards  Bill, 
h.,  3b.  478 

Road  Boards  Bill, 
h.,  2b.  94  ;  3b.  182 

Rollerson  ami  Others, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Cadman),  149 

RoLLESTON,  Mr.  W.,  Geraldine, 
Armed  Constabulary  Bill,  2b.  43 
District  Railways,  m.  189,  242,  244 
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BoLLESTON,  Mr.  Yf.— continued, 
Forest-tree-planting,  g.  869 
Govemment  Policy  Measures,  m.  104 
Gisbome's  Book  on  New  Zealand,  g.  69 
Land  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  192 
Lime  Tariff  on  Bailways,  g.  229 
Mail  Service  with  England,  m.  413 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  367 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  328 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  448 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  3b.  34 
Supply — 
Class  n.,  423 
Class  v.,  424 
w.  417,  460 
.  Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  ni.,  461 
Class  v.,  462 
Class  VI.,  462 
Class  IX.,  463 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  439 
Wellington   College   Beserves  Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  29 
Westport  Colliery  Company,  m,  282, 234,  249, 
288,295 

Boss,  Mr.  A.  H.,  Boslyn, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  210 
Mail  Service  with  England,  in,  413 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  365 
Wattle-Bark,  $.  543 

Euapekapelca  Burial-ground^ 
h,,  2.  (Mr.  Hakuene),  495 

RwulU  A,, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Seddon),  472 

BussELL,  Captflbin  W.  R.,  Hatcke's  Bay, 
Kidd,  A.,  and  Others,  7n.  146 
Native  Land  Purchases,  q,  476 
Boundhill  Railway  Siding,  m.  67 


8. 

Sale  of  Wellington  Provincial  Buildittgs, 
K,  q.  (Mr.  Johnston),  494 

Salmon  and  Trout  Bill^ 
h,,  2b.  and  3b.  470 

Samuel,  Mr.  O.,  New  Plymouth, 
Amiexation  and  Federation,  m.  537 
Auckland-Taranaki  Railway,  g.  68 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway,  m.  69 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  374 

Class  IV.,  880 
Under-Secretary,  Law  and  Justice,  q,  470 

ScoTLAKD,  Hon.  H.,  Taranaki, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  896' 

Sehool  Committees  Election  BUI, 
K  3b.  33 
U.,lB.46;  2b.  174 


Seaward-Bush  Railway, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  G.  F.  Richardson),  276 

Seddon,  Mr.  R.  J.,  Kumara, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  588 
Appeals  against  Wardens'  Decisions,  q,  34 
Armed  Constabulary  Bill,  2b.  45 
Gold  Duties  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  42 
Gold  Duty  Abolition,  q.  186 
Govemment  Policy  Measures,  m,  106 
Hokitika  Telephone,  g.  280 
Kumara-Goldsborough  Telephone,  g.  182 
Kumara  Tail-race,  g.  186,  230 
Kumara  Water-race,  g.  183, 186 
Morris,  W.,  and  Others,  g.  186 
Police  Offences  Bill,  Com.  91,  92;  Cons,  of 

Amend.  118 
Population,  &c.,  of  Provincial  Districts,  m.  152 
Privilege,  m.  497 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  841 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  448 
Roundhill  Railway-station,  m.  66 
Russell,  A.,  m,  472 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  375,  420 

Class  II.,  377 

Class  IV.,  380 
Telephone  Exchange,  g.  24 
Waikato  MiUtia,  g.  496 
Waste  Lands  Committee,   Rep.   Sel.   Com. 

489,440 
Wellington  Hospital,  m,  414 
Wellington  College   Reserves    Confirpiation 

Bill,  2b.  30,  193 
Westland  Education,  g.  471 
Westport  Colliery  Company,  m,  231,  290 ;  g. 

403 

Sheep  and  Cattle  Bat^s, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Pearson),  473 

Sheep  Bill, 
he,  3b.  1 
h.,  iB.  22  ;  2b.  and  8b.  470 

Shephabd,  Mr.  J.,  Waimea, 
Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  498 
Supply- 
Class  I.,  375 

Shbimski,  Mr.  S.  E.,  Oamaru, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  972.  552 
Examiner  of  Standing  Orders,  g.  496 
Govemment  Policy  Measures,  m.  110 
Mail  Service  with  Engla^id,  m.  411 
Native    Land    Alienation    Restriction    Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  485 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  S§Q 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 

2r.  41 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2r.  828 
Railway  Employes'  Holidays,  m.  441 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  8b.  84,  36 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  878 

Class  II.,  377 

Class  III.,  878,  425 

Class  XII.,  881 
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Bhbihsei,  Mr.  S.  E. — contiivued. 
Unemployed,  q.  363 

Wasbe  Lands  Committee,  Bep.  Sel.  Com.  439 
Wellington   College  Reserves   Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  27, 193 
Westport  Colliery  Company,  q,  403 

Smith,  Mr.  W.  C,  Waipawat 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  219 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  477 ;  Com. 

478 
Goveroment  Policy  Measures,  m.  99 
Maharara  and  Tautane  Blocks,  q.  228 
Mail  Service  with  England,  m.  413 
Porangahau-Waipukurau  Railway,  q.  400 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  333 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  Com.  445 
Supply — 

Class  II.,  379,  423 

m.  415 
Woodville  Post  and  Telegraph  Office,  q.  276 

South  Island  Native  Reserves  Billy 
h.  2b.  36 

Souih  Island  Native  ReserveSt 
7.C.,  m.  (Hon.  ^ir.  Mantell),  48 

Spbakeb,  Hon.  the,  Ix.  (Sir  W.  Pitzherbert), 

Wellington^ 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  854,*  396* 
Drainage  of  Mines  Bill,  m.  260* 
Government  Insursknce  Association  Bill,  2b. 

125* 
Government  Policy  Measures,  m.  119* 
Greymouth  Harbour  Bill  (No.  2),  490* 
Land  Bill,  2b.  264* 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  180* 
Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill,  m.  344* 
Native    Land   Alienation   Restriction    Bill, 

Obs,  427  ;*  2b.  433* 
Officers  of  the  Council,  Obs.  393* 
Prorogation,  Obs.  642* 
Puni^bnents  for  Ofiences  in  Gaols,  m.  93* 

Speaeeb,  Mr.,  h,  (Sir  G.  Maurice  O'Rorke), 

MamikaUt 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  538,  544, 545, 

551 
Business  of  the  Session,  Obs.  554 
District  Railways,  m.  187,  255 
Supply — 

Class  I.,  374 
Supply  Bills,  Obs.  554 
Wellington  College   Reserves   Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  193 

Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Billt 
h.,  IB.  and  2b.  400 ;  3b.  439 
Z.C.,  IB.  and  2b.  426 ;  3b.  465 ;  m.  466 

Stationery, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Lamach),  496 

Stewabd,  Mr.  W.  J.,  Waimate, 
Adjutant  for  Southland  and  Lakes,  q.  358 
Bioadleaf  for  Sleepers,  q.  400 
Canterbury  Crown  Lands,  q.  358 


Stewabd,  Mr.  W.  J.—contimted. 
Canterbury  Licenses,  q.  183 
Clement,  J.  R.,  q,  183 
District  Railways,  m,  190 
Dog  Registration  Bill,  Com.  36 
Government  Contractors,  q,  279 
Gravel  Reserve,  Waitangi,  g.  400 
Ha^isard,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  470 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  328 
Reporting  Debates  Committee,  q,  472 
Supply— 

.ClassL,  376,  418,  422 

Class  n.,  380 

Class  Xn.,  381 
Waimate  District  Court,  q.  358 
Waimate  Land  Sale,  g.  862 
Waimate  Mail  Service,  q.  362 
Waimate  Relief  Works,  g.  279 

Stbwabt,  Mr.  W.  D.,  Dunedin  West, 

Armed  Constabulary  Bill,  2b.  44 

Bankruptcy  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  405 

District  Railways,  m.  191,  242 

Hickson's  Offices,  g.  228 

Police  Offences  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  116 

Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 
2b.  40 

School  Committees  Election  Bill,  3b.  34 

Supply- 
Class  IV.,  380 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IX.,  463 

St.  Joseph^s  Orphanage, 
h.,  g.  (Mr.  Wakefield),  26 

Stout,  Mr.  R.,  Dunedin  East  (Premier  and 

Attorney-General) , 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  509,  636,  538, 

539,  640,  543,  644,  645,  650,  662,  554 
Appeals  against  Wardens'  Decisions,  g.  26 
Armed  Constabulary  Bill,  2b.  45 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  Com.  91 ;  Cons,  of  Amend. 

406,  406 
Bee-keeping,  g.  182 
Beet-root  Sugar,  q.  404 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2r.  220 
Belgian  Immigrants,  g.  402 
"Binder"  Twine,  g.  362 
Buller  Crown  Lands,  g.  65 
Charitable  Aid,  g.  475 
OivU  List  BiU,  2b.  407 
District  Railways,  m.  187, 189,  240,  241,  243, 

244,  249 ;  g.  496 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  172 
Floods,  g.  65 

Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill,  2b.  41 
Government  Policy  Measures,  m,  95 
Hansard,  g.  496 

Hospitals  and  Charitable  Aid,  g.  148,  476 
Kawhia  School,  g.  861 
Katikati-Thames  Telegraph,  g.  404 
King  Country,  g.  475 
Langdale  and  Dreyerton  Telephone,  g.  24 
Legislative  Council,  g.  67 
Local  Government,  g.  362 
Macrae's  Telephone,  g.  401 
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Stout,  Mr.  B. — contintied. 
Mail  Service  with  Englandi  m,  412 
Manukau  Heads  Lights,  q,  278 
Mangonni-Eaitaia  Telegraph,  q,  857 
Monument  to  Epnni,  q.  496 
Native  Land   Alienation   Restriction   Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  478,  484,  485 
New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  Com.  368 
Pembroke  Telephone,  q,  67 
Police  Offences  Bill,  Cons,  of  Amend.  117 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 

2b.  89,  41 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2e.  329 
Publio  Works  Statement,  m,  88,  90 
Railway  Employes'  Holidays,  q,  440 
Reporting  Debates  Committee,  q,  472 
RomidhiU  Railway  Siding,  q.  65 
Ruapekapeka  Burial-gromid,  q.  495 
School  Conmiittees  Election  Bill,  8b.  38,  85 
Sheep  and  Cattle  Rates,  q,  473 
St.  Joseph's  Orphanage,  q,  26 
Supply- 
Class  L.  374, 420 

Class  n.,  423 

Class  YI.,  425 

Class  yni.,  425 

m.,  418,  461 

Publio  Works  Fund- 
Class  IX.,  463 
Tadmor  Postmaster,  q.  24 
Telephone  Exchange,  q.  24    . 
Walkato  Militia,  q,  496 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

Cons,  of  Amend.  405 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  Rep.  Sel.  Com.  439 
Wattle-bark,  q,  543 
Wellington   College  Reserves  Confirmation 

Bill,  2b.  27 
Westland  Education,  j.  472 
Westland    Education    District    Subdivision 

Bill,  3b.  279;  Cons,  of  Amend.  477,  494 
Westport  Colliery  Company,    w.  232,  288; 

9.408 
Woodville  Post  and  Telegraph  Office,  q.  276 


Supply, 
K  Clafis  ] 


h.,  Class  I.,  373,  418,  425 
Class  II.,  376,  422,  425 
Class  III.,  373,  424,  425 
Class  lY.,  380,  424 
Class  v.,  424 
Class  YI.,  424 
Class  VII.,  425 
Class  Vin.,  425 
Class  IX.,  381,  425 
Class  X.,  381,  425 
Class  XI.,  382,  425 
Class  XII.,  381,  426 
Class  Xin.,  381,  425 
Class  XIV.,  382 
m.  (Sir  J.  Vogel),  414 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  I.,  446 
Class  U.,  461 
Class  in.,  446,  461 
Class  IV.,  446,  462 
Class  v.,  446,  462 
Class  VI.,  446,  463 


'upply — 00 
Public  Works  Fund— cowiinMet?. 
Class  VII.,  468 
Class  Vni.,  446,  468 
Class  IX.,  446,  468 
Class  X.,  446,  468 
Class  XI.,  464 

Supply  Bills, 
h.,  Obs.  (Mr.  Speaker),  554 

Supreme  Court  Registrar  (Taranaki)  Empower* 

ing  Bill, 
?.c.,  IB.  1;  2b.  46;  3b.  258 

SuTTEB,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Gladstone, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  551 
Civil  List  BUI,  2b.  407 
Government  Policy  Measures,  w.  110 
Mail  Service  with  England,  m.  418 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  337 
Railway  Employes*  Holidays,  m,  441 
Supply- 
Class  I.,  874 
T7l.  416 

T. 

Taiaboa,  Mr.  A.  K.,  Southern  Maori, 
Minister  of  Native  Race,  q,  471 
Patuki,  T.  T.,  q.  148 
South  lBland,Native  Reserves  Bill,  2b.  86 

Tadm^yr  Postmaster, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Hursthouse),  24 

Tauranga  School  Site  Bill, 
Z.C.,  3b.  1 

Te  Ao,  Mr.  Te  p..  Western  Maori, 
Native   Land   Alienation  Restriction   Bill, 

w.  479 
Native  Lands  Settlement  Bill,  2b.  319 ;  Com. 

406 
West  Coast^Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  8b.  192 

Te  Kooti, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  404 

Telegraph  Employes, 
h.,  q.  (Sir  G.  Grey),  151 

Telephone  Exchange, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  24 

Thames  Recreation  Reserve  Sale  Bill, 
Z.C.,  3b.  1 

Thompson's  Cement, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Joyce),  229 

Thompson,  Mr.  T.,  Auckland  North, 
Defence  of  the  Colony,  q,  22 
Hodge,  R.  P.,  q.  22 
Mahurangi  Lime,  q.  67 

Thomson,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Clutha, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  540 
District  Railways,  m,  24Q 
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Thomson,  Mr.  J.  W,—c<mtimtsd: 
Government  Policy  Measures,  m.  110 
Property-Tar  BUI,  2r.  337 
Public  Works  Sfcatement,  Deb.  88 
South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill,  2b.  161 

Timber-floating  Bill, 
h.,  8b.  826 

ToLE,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Eden  (Minister  of  Justice), 

Alexandra  Lock-up,  g.  182 

Brunnerton  Besident  Magistrate's  Court,  £. 
278 

Contagious  Diseases  Act,  g.  187 

Coroners,  q.  476 

Defence  of  the  Colony,  q.  22 

Dunedin  Gaol  Warders,  q.  23 

Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  2b.  477 

Grevmouth  Supreme  Court,  q,  471 

Hickson's  Ofaoes,  q,  228 

liO^es  District  Court,  q,  150 

Licensing  Committees'  Clerks,  q.  278 

McCarthy's  Case,  q,  295 

Park's  Island  Quarantine  Buildings,  q.  279 

Pembroke  Police  Quarters,  q.  402 

Police  Prosecutions,  q.  26 

Printers  and  Newspapers  Begistration  Bill, 
2b.  41 

Queen  v,  Maloney  and  Hughes,  q,  149 

Supply- 
Class  IV.,  380,  381 
Public  Works  Fund- 
Class  IX.,  446,  463 

Timber-floating  Bill,  3b.  326 

Under- Secretaiy,  Law  and  Justice,  q,  471 

Waimate  District  Court,  g.  358 

Wairoa  Besident  Magistrate,  q,  359 

West,  B.,  q.  400 

Torpedo  Booty 
h.f  q.  (Mr.  AUwright),  24 ;  q,  (Mr.  Joyce),  68 

Trade  with  Indian 
%.,  Obs.  (Sir  Julius  Vogel),  445 
he,  Obs.  (Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley),  431 

Tricycles  for  Post  and  Telegraph  Delivery, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  O'Callaghan),  150 

Trimble,  Colonel  B.,  Taranaki, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  198 
District  Bail  ways,  m.  187,  245 
Government  Policy  Measures,  m.  96 
Mail  Contract  with  England,  m.  413 
Ngatirahiri  Lands,  q.  280 
Property-Tax  Bill,  2b.  332,  334 
South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill,  2b.  160 

Trustees^   and   Executors*    Companies    Share- 
holders Liability  Bill, 
I.C.,  2b.  61 ;  m.  228 

Trmtees,  Executors,  and  Agency  Company  Bill, 
Z.C.,  3b.  92 

Trust  Funds, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Moss),  230 


TuBNBULL,  Mr.  B.,  Timaru, 
Government  Policy  Measures,  m,  102 

Tutu,  R.,  and  Others, 
h.,q.  (Mr.  Hursthouse),  473 


Unemployed, 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Shrimski),  363 

Under-Secretary,  Law  and  Justice, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Samuel),  470 

Upper  Takaka  Telephone, 

h.,q»" 


(Mr.  Hursthouse),  473 

er  Waitaki  Bridge, 
q,  (Mr.  Duncan),  495 


Vogel,  Sir  J.,  K.C.M.G.,  Christchwrch  Korth 
(Colonial  Treasurer,  Postmaster-General 
and  Commissioner  of  Telegraphs,  and  Com- 
missioner of  Stamp  Duties), 

Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  527,  537, 588, 
539,  548 

Appropriation  Bill,  3b.  497,  498,  604 

Auckland-Wellington  Telegraph,  q.  477 

Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  194 

Berwick-Henley  Telephone,  q.  476 

Civil  List  Bill,  2b.  408 

Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  297,  302,  306; 
Com.  364 

Currency  and  Government  Land  Bank,  g.  147 

District  Railways,  ?».  187, 188, 191,  192,  236, 
238,  240,  241,  254,  256 

East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 
Nelson  Bailway  Bill,  m.  172, 173 

Examiner  of  Standing  Orders,  q.  496 

Greymouth  Harbour  Board,  1b.,  2b.,  and  3b. 
478 

Greymouth  Telephone,  g.  282 

Government  Policy  Measures,  g.  97, 108 

Hokitika  Telephone,  g.  280 

Kumara-Goldsborougn  Telephone,  g.  182 

Mahia  Lineman,  g.  474 

Mail  Service  with  England,  m.  408,  409,  410, 
412,  413  ;  g.  476 

Makaraka  Telephone,  g.  474 

Native  Land  Purchases,  g.  474 

New  Zealand  Loan  Bill,  2b.  327 ;  Com.  860 

Postal  Union,  g.  495 

Privilege,  vi.  497 

Property-Tax  Bill,  2r.  327,  338,  341 

Public  Works,  m.  453 

Sale  of  Wellington  Provincial  Buildings,  g. 
495 

Stationery,  g.  496 

South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill,  2b.  162, 
170 

Supply- 
Class  I.,  374,  375,  376,  418,  419,  420,  421 
Class  11.,  376,  377,  378,  379,  380,  422,  423 
Class  III.,  373 
Class  v.,  424 
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VoGEL,  Sir  J. — contimied. 
Supplementary  Estimates,  Obs.  414,  416, 417, 

418 
Telegraph  Employes,  q.  151 
Trade  with  India,  Obs.  445 
Trust  Funds,  q.  230 
Upper  Takaka  Telephone,  q.  473,  474 
Waimate  Mail  Service,  q.  862 
Waiheke  Telephone  and  Goromandel  Wharf, 

g.  183 
Westport  Colliery  Company,  q,  233,  286 


w. 

Wahamii,  Mr.  2V, 
h.  (heard  at  Bar  of  House),  555 
Ic.  (heard  at  Bar  of  Council),  427 

Waikato  Confiscated  Lmids  Bill, 
U.y  IB.  1 ;  2b.  48 ;  8r.  92 

Waikato  Militia^ 
fc.,  ff.  (Mr.  Seddon),  496 

Waikato-TJiames  Railway, 
fc.,  q.  (Colonel  Eraser),  150 

Waiheke  Telephone  and  Coronia'ndel  Wharfs 
k.,  q,  (Mr.  W.  F.  Buckland),  183 

Waimate  District  Court, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  J.  Steward),  358 

Waimate  Land  Sale, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  J.  Steward),  362 

Waimate  Mail  Service, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  J,  Steward),  362 

Waimate  Relief  Works, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  W.  J.  Steward),  279 

Waipahi-Roxburgh  Liiie, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  Pyke),  276 

Wairau  Protective  Works, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Dodson),  474 

Wairoa  Cotinty  Revenue  and  Expenditure, 
h.,  m.  (Mr.  Locke),  152 

Wairoa  Resident  Magistrate, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Locke),  359 

Waitahuna  Petition, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Brown),  360 

Wakefield,  Mr.  E.,  Selwyn, 

Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  532,  539 

Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  214,  220,  221 

Belgian  Immigrants,  q.  402 

District  Railways,  m.  252,  255 
,    East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 
Nelson  Railway  Bill,  ni.  172,  173 

Government  Policy  Measures,  ni.  100   . 

Monument  to  Epuni,  q.  496 

RoundhiU  Railway  Siding,  q,  66 


Wakefifld,  Mr.  E. — continued. 
St.  Joseph's  Orphanage,  q.  26 
South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill,  2b.  156 

Walker,  Mr.  W.  C,  Ashhurton, 
Charitable  Aid,  q.  475 
District  Railways,  in.  243 
Ealing  Railway-station,  q.  229 
Supply- 
Class  II.,  378 

Walhend  Coal  Mine, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Guinness),  363 

Walton  Park  Railway, 
h.,q.  {Ur.  Barron)  494 

Wangamd  Harbour  Board  Empowering  BiUt 
h.,  in.  (Mr.  Ballance),  404 
Z.C.,  2b.  223,  273;  Com.  311;  3r.  344;  w.  488 

Waste  Lands  Committee, 
h.,  w.  (Mr.  RoUeston)  439 

Watebhouse,  Hon.  G.  M.,  WeUington, 
Annexation  and  Federation,  m.  843,*  387* 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  347* 
Breach  of  Trusts  Bill,  2b.  223 
Cock-fighting  at  Marsden,  m.  384* 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  2b.  888* 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  8  ;*  Com.  94 
Government  Business,  m.  258 
Govenmient  Insurance  Association  Bill,  2b. 

122* 
Government  PoHcy  Measures,  q.  93  ;*   Obs. 

489 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  129* 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropria- 
tion Bill,  2b.  491 
Land  Bill,  2b.  262,  266  ;*  Com.  367 ;  3b.  890* 
Life  Assurance  Policies  Bill,  2b.  347* 
Local  Bills  introduced  by  Government,  m.  47 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  2b.  180;  m.  895 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill,  2b. 

436  ;*  m.  487,  489 
New  Zealknd  Loan  Bill,  2b.  398* 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 

2b.  227 
Public  Works  Amendment  Bill,  2r.  96* 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  and  3b.  464 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  and 

3b.  465,  466 
Trustees'  and  Executors'  Shareholders  Lia- 
bility Bill,  VI.  228 
Waikato  Confiscated  Lands  Bill,  2b.  48* 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2r.  224;*  3b.  345;*  w.  468 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  Com. 

426 
Westland    Education    District   Subdivision 

Bill,  2b.  355 ;  Com.  429  ;  m.  467 
West  Harbour  Borough  Empowering  Bill,  2b. 

48* 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  141* 

Wattle-Bark, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Ross),  643 
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Wellington  College  Reserves  Confirmation  Bill, 
?i.,  2r.  27, 193;  3r.  470 

Wellington  Hospital, 
h.,  Obs.  (Dr.  Newman),  413 

Wellington  Waste  Latvds  Board, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Macarthor),  23 

West,  B., 
h,,  q,  (Mr.  Moss),  400 

West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill, 
h.,  SB.  192 
Z.C.,  IB.  222 ;  2b.  271,  356 ;  Com.  426 

West  Harbour  Borough  Empowering  Bill, 
2.C.,  2b.  48;  8b.  174 

Westland  Education, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Seddon),  471 

Westland  Education  District  Subdivision  Bill, 
h,,  Com.  193.  267  ;  8r.  295  ;  w.  477 ;  m.  494 
Ic,  IB.  311 ;  2b.  864 ;   Com.  427;  3b.  431 ;  w. 
466,486 

Westport  Colliery  Company, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Gumness),  160,  231,  288,  402,  477 

Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
Ix,,  2b.  138  ;  3b.  222 

West  Wanganui  Land, 
h,,  q.  (Mr.  Holmes),  281 

WmTB,  Mr.  Wi,  Sydenham, 
Addington  Workshops,  q.  68 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  219 
Loeun  Bill,  m.  370 
Supply— 

Class  I.,  374 

Class  XI.,  382,  383 

Whitmobe,  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.,  Napier, 
Drainage  of  Mines  Bill,  m.  260 
.  East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  7* 
Government  Business,  m.  259 
Grovemment  Insurance  Association  Bill,  2b. 

123* 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  130 
Land  BUI,  2b.  267 
Life  Assurcunce  Policies  Bill,  2b.  271 
Local  Bills  introduced  by  Government,  m. 

46* 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  274 


WiGLBY,  Hon.  T.  H.,  Nelson, 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  68* 
Hares,  ff.  1* 
Land  BiU,  3b.  390 

Williamson,  Hon.  J.,  Auckland, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  396 
Government  Insurance  Association  Bill,  3b. 

262* 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill,  2b. 

437 
School  Committees  Election  Bill,  2b.  178 
Wesl^rt  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  144* 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Foxton, 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  2b.  444 
lUuigitikei  Foot-bridge,  q,  358 
Supply- 
Public  Works  Fund — 
Class  v.,  462 

Wilson,  Hon.  J.  N.,  Napier, 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  2b.  353 
Cock-fighting  at  Marsden,  m.  383 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 

Nelson  Railway  Bill,  2b.  18;  Com.  94 
Government  Insurance  Association  Bill,  2b« 

124 
Immigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriar- 

tion  Bill,  2r.  491 
Life  Assurance  Policies  Bill,  2r.  347 
Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill,  m.  344 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill,  2b* 

434 
Printers  and  Newspapers  Registration  Bill, 

2b.  226,  227 
Property-Tax  Bill,  3b.  899 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Com.  466 
Trustees'  and  Executors'  Shareholders  Ida- 

bmtyBill,  2B.62;  w.  228 
Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill, 

2b.  275  ;  3b.  344  ;  m.  438,  439 
Westland    Education   District    Subdivision 

Bill,  2b.  366  ;  Com.  427,  428,  431,  466;  w. 

486 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill,  2b.  143* 

Wingatui  Viaduct, 
h.,  q,  (Mr.  M.  J.  S.  Mackenzie),  401 

Woodville  Post  and  Telegraph  Office, 
h.,  q.  (Mr.  Smith),  276 

Workmen^s  Wages  BiU, 
he,  Com.  48 ;  3b.  222 
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NEW    ZEALAND. 


PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 


JFirst  Seggion  of  tfje  Nintlj  parliament. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

T)iursday,  23rd  October,  1884. 

First  Beadinga— Third  Headings— Hares— East  and 
West  Ck>ast  (Middle  Island)  and  Nelson  Bailway 
Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half -past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Waikato  Con- 
fiscated Ltand  Bill,  Drainage  of  Mines  Bill, 
Supreme  Court  Registrar  (Taranaki)  Empower- 
ing Bill,  Pubhc  Works  Bill,  Govemmeijt  In- 
surance Association  BilL 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Animals  Protection  Bill,  Sheep  Bill,  Kowai 
Domain  Board  Empowering  Bill,  Thames  Re- 
creation Reserve  Sale  Bill,  Tauranga  School 
Site  Bill. 

HARES. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLEY  desired, without 
notice,  to  ask  the  Colonial  Secretary  a  question 
on  a  matter  of  urgency.  A  few  weeks  ago  the 
Council  passed  an  Act  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  hares  into  the  Chatham  Islands,  because 
there  were  no  hares  there  at  that  time;  and 
he  thofught  the  same  course  might  be  pursued 
in  reference  to  the  parts  of  this  colony  into 
which  hares  had  not  been  introduced.  He 
had  learned  that  yesterday  a  box  of  hares  was 
brought  up  in  the  "  Hawea,"  consigned  to  the 
Aoclunatization  Society  of  New  Plymouth,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  turned  out  in  that  district. 
He  desired  to  ask  the  Colonial  Secretary  if  any 
steps  would  be  taken  to  prohibit  the  society 
from  turning  the  hares  out.  The  hares  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  some  honourable  members, 
do  great  najnoa  in  the  district,  as  they  destroyed 
all  cabbages  where  they  existed.  He  wished  to 
know  if  tiie  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  would 
take  steps  to  prevent  those  obnoxious  animals 
being  turned  loose  in  the  district. 

V0L.L.-1. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  had  heard 
of  the  box  of  hares  being  sent  to  that  district  to 
be  distributed,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  speech 
of  the  honourable  member,  probably  it  would 
be  only  with  a  view  to  punishing  the  animals. 

EAST  AND  WEST  COAST  (MIDDLE 
ISLAND)  AND  NELSON  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  feel 
that — were  it  not  that  I  should  be  violating 
the  rules  of  this  Council  in  referring  to  a 
previous  debate,  in  which  insinuations  Qf  a 
certain  character  in  reference  to  intimidation 
and  pressure  of  some  sort  in  regard  to  votes, 
were  flung  at  the  heads  of  honourable  mem- 
bers— I  should  perhaps  be  in  a  position  to  say 
somethiilg  of  a  not  very  satisfactory  character 
to  certain  honourable  gentlemen ;  but,  as  I  am 
precluded  from  any  reference  to  a  pa,st  debate, 
I  must  not  allude  to  what  otherwise  I  could 
say  of  a  character  which  would  not  be  satis- 
factory to  those  gentlemen.  I  regret  to  be 
obliged  to  say  so  much ;  but  there  is  a  matter 
which  I  cannot  pass  over  without  alluding  to 
it  in  very  plain  language.  Intimidation  of  a 
very  peculiar  character  has  been  offered  to  my- 
self by  an  honourable  gentleman  who  sits  m 
this  Chamber,  who  yesterday,  as  I  was  on  my 
way  to  this  chamber,  stopped  me  in  a  very^ 
rude  manner,  and  said — I  took  his  words  down 
at  the  time — "  I  wish  to  inform  you  that  I  will 
vote  against  every  measure  introduced  by  the. 
Government  until  a  petition  which  I  presented 
to  the  Government,  asking  for  relief  from  fines . 
imposed  on  me,  has  been  decided  by  the: 
Executive."  This  honourable  gentleman^yes- 
terday  informed  me  that  such  was  his  in- 
tended mode  of  action.  I  might  have  brought 
this  forward  as  a  breach  of  privilege ;  and  wore 
I  some  fifty  years  older  it  might  have  been 
a  case  not  of  breach  of  privilege,  but  of  a 
breach  of  the  peace.  If  it  is  any  satisfac- 
tion to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  know  it,. 
I  may  infox&i  him  that  the  Government  have^ 
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decided  not  to  remit  the  penalties,  and  there- 
fore he  is  at  liberty  to  vote  as  he  thinks  proper. 
It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  honourable 
members  in  this  Council  that,  when  the  public 
works  scheme  was  inaugurated,  a  line  such  as 
is  indicated  in  the  present  Bill  was  contem- 
plated ;  but,  in  view  of  the  pressure  that  was 
brought  to  bear  to  get  branch  railways  con- 
structed, it  was  impossible  to  carry  out  the 
scheme  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  first 
intended  to  be  cajried  out.  Now,  the  object 
of  the  present  Bill  is  to  give  power  to  construct 
a  railway  of  this  character  without  burdening 
the  colony  in  any  way.  Honourable  members 
will  find,  in  a  precis  which  was  printed  and 
circulated  some  time  ago,  the  distinctions  be- 
tween the  present  Bill  and  "  The  Railways  Con- 
struction and  Land  Act,  1881."  That^^cts  gives 
the  fullest  explanation  on  that  point.  Honour- 
able members  on  a  former  occasion  suggested 
that  I  did  not  sufficiently  explcun  a  Bill  of 
some  importance  then  before  the  Council.  I 
will  now  explain,  as  far  as  I  can,  the  intended 
object  of  this  measure.  The  preamble  pretty 
well  shows  the  general  object,  and  the  pro- 
visions I  will  explain  as  shortly  as  I  can.  The 
preamble  states,  "it  is  desirable  to  give  fur- 
ther facilities  for  the  construction  by  private 
enterprise,  and  for  the  working,  of  a  line  of  rail- 
way to  comiect  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  the 
Middle  Island,  and  of  a  junction  therefrom  to 
Nelson."  Now,  if  honourable  members  will 
refer  to  section  4  they  will  find  that  the  Gk)ver- 
nor  is  empowered  to  contract  with  a  company 
or  companies  for  constructing  railways  of  the 
character  indicated  in  this  Bill,  and  the  terms 
are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  impose  no  burden 
on  the  country.  While  this  Bill  ostensibly 
affords  a  groat  deal  of  power  to  give  land  to 
the  company,  it  would  be  scarcely  fair  to  any 
company  that  I  should  speak  of  the  quality  of 
the  land.  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  any- 
thing about  it  from  personal  knowledge ;  all 
I  know  of  it  is  from  hearsay;  and  I  think  it 
would  be  unfair  for  any  one  occupying  my 
position  in  this  Council  to  make  any  reference 
to  the  value  or  the  worthlessness  of  the  land 
in  question.  The  quantity  of  land  to  be  given 
will  be  subject  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly — which  I  understand  to  mean 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature — so  that,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  of  passing  this  Bill, 
we  should  still  have  an  opportunity  of  deal- 
ing with  the  question  of  the  land.  The  mode 
in  which  it  is  proposed  to  deal  with  this  land 
is  of  a  very  simple  character.  The  land  for 
fifteen  miles  on  each  side  of  the  intended  line 
is  to  be  surveyed  into  blocks,  and  every  alter- 
nate block  is  to  be  given  to  the  company.  But 
before  any  grant  can  be  issued  to  the  company 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  has  to  satisfy 
himself  that  the  railway,  or  a  section  of  it,  is 
fit  for  traffic ;  and  the  value  of  the  land  given 
is  not  to  be  estimated  at  less  than  10s.  an 
acre.  1  iiis  Bill  contains  the  usual  borrowing 
powers  ;  but  not  such  borrowing  powers  as  are 
referred  to  in  an  Act  which  seems  to  give  some 
offence  to  In  iiourable  members.  The  borrow- 
ing powers  are  not  the  same  as  in  the  Hallways 
Hon.  Mr,  P.  A.  Buckley 


Construction  Act,  but  of  a  special  charac- 
ter, and  will  in  no  way  whatever  burden  the 
colony.  I  have  made  inquiry  into  the  character 
of  this  district,  and  I  find  that  the  miners  axe 
greatly  restricted,  from  the  want  of  facilities  of 
communication,  in  carrying  on  their  industry ; 
and,  when  we  consider  that  ten  and  a  half  mil- 
lion pounds*  worth  of  gold  has  been  taken  out 
of  the  West  Coast  country,  I  do  not  think  too 
much  is  being  asked  in  asking  for  the  conces- 
sions suggested  in  this  Bill.  The  rest  of  the 
Bill  is  of  a  mere  machinery  character,  and  will 
have  to  be  dealt  with  in  Committee ;  and,  as  I 
understand  this  is  not  a  money  Bill,  it  can, 
in  Conmiittee,  be  amended  if  thought  desir- 
able. I  therefore  suggest  to  honourable  mem- 
bers the  desirability  of  allowing  this  Bill  to  pass 
the  second  reading.  May  I  be  permitted,  occa- 
pying  the  position  I  do  here,  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion to  this  Council  ?  Notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  I  know  the  feeling  with  regard  to  other 
matters,  the  Coimcil  may  pardon  me  if  I  make 
a  suggestion.  Honourable  members  will  admit 
that  I  have  never  sought  to  obtrude  myself  or 
my  views  upon  the  Council ;  but  at  the  same 
time  I  think  they  will  pardon  my  suggestion 
that  there  is  another  branch  of  the  Legislature 
which  has  very  strong  views  on  this  question ; 
and  I  think  it  would  be  only  fair,  out  of  defer- 
ence to  their  views  and  to  the  views  of  the 
country,  that  the  feeling  which  seems  to  have 
existed  in  this  Council,  and  which  cannot  be 
ignored,  should  not  have  any  place  in  regard  to 
this  Bill.  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— This  Bill  is  of  such 
a  speculative  nature  that  I  am  very  much  sur- 
prised that  two  gentlemen  so  cautious  and 
circumspect  as  the  representatives  of  the  GrO- 
vemment  in  this  Chamber  should  have  intro- 
duced it  for  the  consideration  of  the  Coimcil. 
I  tiiink  that  when  this  Bill  is  fully  considered 
it  will  bo  found  to  bristle  with  difficulties  all 
over  it,  and,  if  carried  into  effect,  be  the  cause 
of  endless  litigation ;  and  I  am  quite  certain 
that  it  can  be  demonstrated  beyond  all  doubt 
that  it  is  before  its  time.  In  clause  5  power  is 
given  to  take  over  and  work  the  railway  in 
consideration  of  receiving  a  portion  of  the 
gross  traffic  receipts.  Now,  when  the  Bill  was 
introduced  in  another  place  a  limit  was  fixed. 
I  think,  for  the  purpose  of  argument,  it  will  be 
better  to  read  this  clause  in  a  positive  rather 
than  a  negative  sense,  for  the  clause  of  course 
means  that  the  colony  shall  give  to  the  com- 
pany a  proportion  of  the  gross  annual  receipts 
when  the  railway  is  taken  over.  That  is  Uie 
simple  meaning  of  the  clause.  In  the  Bill  as 
first  introduced  the  limit  was  fixed  at  30  or 
S5  per  cent. ;  but  this  clause  makes  no  limit. 
Under  it,  it  appears  to  me,  the  Government  may 
arrange  to  give  almost  any  portion  they  like  of 
receipts.  I  think  that  is  a  very  great  objeo>> 
tion.  I  do  not  think  any  agreement  of  uiat 
kind  ought  to  be  made.  Well,  then,  we  come 
to  the  question  of  the  land.  Now,  by  the  8th 
clause,  land  is  to  be  given  to  a  distance  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  miles  on  each  side  of  the  line. 
Then  follows,  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  a  proviso 
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that  you  can  give  land  on  one  side  of  the  line  if 
there  is  not  sufficient  on  both  sides.  Therefore 
you  can,  under  the  second  part  of  the  clause, 
push  the  boundary  of  the  land  to  be  given  to 
any  extent  you  like.  That  is  quite  clear.  But 
tlie  first  objection  I  have  to  this  clause  is 
tiiat  the  load  is  not  there.  {The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary said  it  was  imfair  to  talk  about  the  value 
of  the  land.  Why,  it  is  notorious — ^if  there  is 
<me  thing  better  known  ^  than  another  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  the  colony  it  is 
-^tha.t  the  land  along  the  line  of  this  proposed 
railway  is  of  very  small  value  indeed :  of  such 
fimall  value  that  we  all  know,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  wUl  never  be  tciken  up  by  a  syndicate. 
If  a  syndicate  is  formed  to  make  this  railway, 
that  is  not  the  land  they  will  take.  They  will 
take  it  from  another  part  of  the  bolony,  and 
not  along  the  line  of  the  railway.  Here  is  a 
statement  of  the  extent  and  value  of  the  Grown 
land  available  for  cession  for  fifteen  miles  on 
each  side  of  the  proposed  line  of  railway  over 
the  whole  length. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.—Will  the 
honourable  member  say  where  he  got  his  infor- 
mation from? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.  — It  is  furnished 
by  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject. I  give  the  figures  for  what  they  are 
worth,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  can  con- 
trovert them  if  he  likes.  The  following  are  the 
figures : — 

Acres.  £ 

Bush  land  (level),  at  £1  per  acre  ...  102,000  199,000 
Barren  mountain,  at  lOs.  per  acre    230,400      115,200 

40,280         24,640 
Fair  pastoral,  at  Ifls.  6d.  per  acre      76300        48,000 


548,480       379.840 

That  is  a  quantity  of  land  worth  £379,840; 
but  the  company  require  land  worth  £750,000, 
and  I  think  there  can  be  very  little  doubt  in- 
deed that,  if  this  Bill  is  ever  carried  out,  they 
Win  have  to  resort  to  subsection  (2)  of  clause  9, 
tmder  which  it  is  provided  that,  if  the  land 
■adjoining  the  line  is  not  sufficient,  the  com- 
pany can  take  other  land  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Governor  in  Council,  would  be  specially 
benefited  by  the  construction  of  the  Ime.  Of 
couise  we  cannot  tell  where  that  is  to  end.  I 
tiiink  it  would  not  be  very  difficult  to  show 
that  the  land  all  round  the  main  line  pretty 
veil  from  Dunedin  to  Canterbury  would  be 
specially  benefited,  if  this  line  were  ever  made 
and  run  at  a  profit.  There  is  another  great 
objection  to  this  allocation  of  land  under  this 
Bill.  The  richest  gold  field  in  the  country  may 
l>e  given  to  this  company. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL.— And  why  not  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  inLLER.— "  And  why  not  ?  *' 
the  honourable  gentleman  says.  One  would 
think  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  whole  spirit  of  our  legisla- 
tion in  regard  to  the  gold  fields.  The  whole 
Epirit  of  our  legislation  has  been  not  to  part 
with  the  gold  fields ;  and  of  course,  if  such  a 
thing  were  to  happen  as  that  we  gave  a  gold 
field  to  this  company,  you  would  have  no  end 
of  claims  brought  against  you,  and  you  would 


be  forced  to  buy  back  the  gold  field  at  a  ruinous 
rate. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.  — So  much  tl^e 
better. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.—**  So  much  the 
better  1" 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT.  — Yes,  for  the 
company. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Yes  ;  but  honour- 
able members  will  understand  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  protect  the  colony.  We  are  here  to  look  after 
the  colony,  if  we  can.  Then,  under  subsection 
(3)  of  clause  9,  no  land  is  to  be  deemed  to  be 
of  less  value  than  10b.  per  acre.  Now,  it  appears 
to  me  that  this  is  a  most  extraordinary  state  of 
affairs.  To  begin  with,  you  say  you  are  going 
to  give  the  company  lan^  worth  £750,000,  and 
you  say,  first,  that  they  shaU  take  it  along  the 
line,  and  then  you  say  that  no  land  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  worth  less  than  10s.  per  acre. 
That  seems  to  me  most  ridiculous.  We  know 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  land  along  the  pro- 
posed  line  is  worth  nothing  like  lOs.  per  acre. 
That  complicates  the  whole  thing,  to  my  mind, 
immensely,  and  it  makes  it  very  probable,  if  a 
company  is  once  formed  under  this  Act,  l^at 
you  will  have  claims  raised  a§[ainst  the  colony 
that  you  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  resist. 
We  know  very  well  by  past  experience  how 
difficult  it  is  to  put  these  matters  in  such  a 
way  that  there  will  be  no  claims  brought 
against  the  colony.  What,  for  instance,  did 
we  have  in  the  Brogdens'  case?  We  passed 
a  special  clause  to  provide  that,  unless  claims 
ajgainst  the  colony  were  brought  within  a  given 
time,  they  could  not  be  brought  forward  at  all. 
One  would  have  thought  that  there  couJd  be 
nothing  more  final :  yet  look  at  the  difficulty 
the  colony  had  in  getting  out  of  that  case. 
Honourable  gentlemen  acquainted  with  the 
whole  of  that  subject  know  perfectly  well  that 
the  colony  was  much  nearer  being  let  in  for 
a  considerable  payment  on  account  of  those 
claims  than  the  public  at  large  think.  I 
think,  Sir,  that,  if  we  are  going  to  give  this 
company  any  privileges,  it  would  be  faj  better 
to  give  them  cash  right  out.  I  would  much 
sooner  say,  **  We  will  give  you  £500,000  or 
£750,000,"  or  whatever  it  may  be,  **and  there  is 
an  end  of  it."  I  do  not  like  all  these  compli- 
cated  clauses,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  confiiot 
with  one  another.  First,  you  say  you  are  going 
to  give  the  land ;  then  that  it  shall  be  estimated 
at  such  a  price ;  then  you  absolutely  fix  a  limit 
within  which  the  land  must  be:  and  yet  all 
the  time  you  know  that  the  land  is  not  there. 
We  know  it  as  well  as  we  know  anything  that 
the  land  is  not  there,  and  that  you  will  have  to 
take  it  away  from  other  parts  of  the  colony. 
Well,  then,  in  addition  to  all  this,  we  are  going 
to  give  away  any  coal  found  on  the  land  to  the 
company  without  their  paying  royalty.  I  do 
not  know  why  we  should  give  that  at  aU.  It 
is  certainly  a  stretch  of  liberality  to  which  X 
should  take  exception  myself.  Well,  now,  I 
think  it  would  be  instructive  if  we  were  to  refer 
to  some  of  the  opinions  which  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  Commission  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  proposed  routes  for  an  East  and  West 
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Oosbst  Bailway.  In  this  report  it  is  stated: 
"  The  total  population  of  the  West  Coast,  in- 
cluding Westporty  is  returned  as  24,214 ;  and 
reference  to  the  decennial  return  proves  it  has 
been  stationary  since  1872."  Well,  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  said  that  miners  could 
not  subsist  there  except  at  great  cost,  and 
that  we  had  taken  so  much  gold  out  of  the 
Wost  Coast,  and  so  on.  That  may  be  all  very 
true ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  would  justify 
a  colony  like  this  —  looking  to  our  financial 
position — in  undertaking  a  i»ilway  which  will 
certainly  not  be  made  for  less  than  a  couple  of 
millions  of  money,  merely  to  support  twenty- 
four  thousand  people,  who  are  not  increasing, 
and  who  live  in  a  district  where  the  population 
has  remained  stationary  for  the  last  ten  years. 
Then,  the  report  goes  on  to  talk  about  the  cli- 
mate. It  says  that  it  is  quite  unsuitable  for 
raising  grain.  Well,  I  think  we  know  that  pretty 
well.  The  report  also  says  that  the  cost  of  re- 
claiming the  ground  is  about  £50  per  acre. 
There  can  be  scarcely  any  population  subsist- 
ing there  by  agricultural  or  pastoral  pursuits  ; 
80  that,  whatever  plea  there  may  be  for  this 
railway  on  the  ground  of  mining  industry  or 
any  otner  industry  of  that  kind,  there  can  be 
none  whatever  on  the  ground  of  agricultural  or 
•  pastoral  pursuits.  Well,  now,  on  page  12  I  find 
these  words.  I  am  taking  some  of  the  remarks 
in  the  report  applying  to  the  general  question. 
I  shall  refer  presently  to  what  is  here  upon 
special  questions.  I  find  here,  on  page  12,  tnat 
they  say, — 

"  It  would  be  manifestly  unfair  to  provide  the 
community  settled  in  Christchurch  with  cheap 
coal  -and  timber  at  the  cost  of  the  talcpayer 
"living  elsewhere,  and  an  unsound  policy  to  in- 
terfere with  industries  already  in  full  opera- 
tion by  bringing  others  into  existence  through 
the  aid  of  carriage  unremunerative  to  the 
State." 

Of  course  they  there  refer  specially  to  the 
coal  found  in  the  Malvern  Hills  and  in  the 
-vicinity  of  Christchurch.  The  report  goes  on 
to  say, — 

"  We  urge  most  strongly  that  a  survey  of  the 
forest  lands  and  coal-bearing  country  of  the 
West  Coast  be  also  made,  so  that,  instead  of 
falling  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  they  may 
become  a  source  of  wealth  to  the  colony,  as 
well  as  revenue  for  the  railway." 

And  it  finishes  with  these  words :  *'  and  the 
most  sanguine  view  we  can  take  is  that  there 
is  no  prospect  of  the  traffic  paying  more  than 
working  expenses — full  interest  on  the  cost  is 
not  to  be  hoped  for,"  Well,  having  said  so 
much  about  the  Bill  itself  and  the  opinion  of 
the  Commissioners  on  the  whole  subject,  let 
us  for  a  moment  inquire  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  railway  itself.  We  have  seen  that  we  are 
going  to  give  away  land  worth  £750,000 ;  that 
we  may,  under  the  Bill,  make  a  contract  to 
take  it  over,  work  it,  and  give — any  portion  I 
was  going  to  say,  but  we  will  say — a  portK>n 
of  the  annual  gross  receipts  of  the  line  to  the 
company ;  that  we  may  part  with  the  richest 
gold  field,  for  all  we  know,  in  the  colony ;  that 
all  the  coal  is  to  be  worked  without  paying 
H<m,  Mr,  MilUr 


any  royalty,  if  there  is  coal  found ;  and  that 
the  land  they  are  to  get  is  to  be  valued  at  its 

f  resent  cost,  and  not  at  its  prospective  val  ue. 
do  not  attach  so  much  importance  to  this 
last  provision,  because  I  do  not  think  they 
will  get  very  much  land  along  the  line.  How- 
ever, this  is  what  we  are  to  give.  Now,  what 
are  we  to  get  ?  The  evidence  shows  that  this 
railway,  as  we  all  know,  will  traverse  the  most 
difficult  country,  I  will  not  say  in  New  Zea- 
land, but  I  think  that  this  is  about  as  rough 
country  as  a  line  could  well  go  through.  The 
evidence  shows  that  it  will  cost  £2,040,000. 
Thei^e  will  be  about  twenty-two  tunnels  on  the 
line,  and  one  of  them  is  no  less  than  3  miles 
16}  chains  in  length.  I  believe  that  is  the  top 
one.  The  grade  for  eighteen  miles  will  be  1  in 
50;  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  there 
are  many  sharp  curves  of  7}  chains  radios, 
which  I  believe  any  practical  engineer  will  tell 
you  has  the  effect  of  greatly  increasing  the 
traction-power  necessary,  and  will  make  the 
grade  of  1  in  50  practically  as  much  as  1 
in  40.  The  first  engineers  in  the  world — and 
the  Hon.  !Mr.  Biohmond  is  here  to  say  if  I  am 
incorrect — state  that  a  rise  of  100ft.  in  a  mile 
is  equal  to  four  miles  of  extra  haulage  on  the 
level  ground.  Now,  these  eighteen  miles,  with 
a  grade  of  1  in  50,  at  that  rate  will  need  'a 
traction-power — if  that  be  the  right  expression 
— equal  to  something  like  seventy  miles  extra 
haulage ;  and  of  course  that  is  an  immensely 
important  fact  in  examining  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Commissioners,  and  in  view  of  the 
whole  question  of  this  railway  with  regard  to 
the  cost  of  it.  There  is  another  great  objection 
that  I  have  to  this  Bill,  and  it  is  that  it  does 
not  provide  that  any  specifications  are  to  be 
submitted  to  the  colonial  engineers,  and,  for  all 
we  know,  the  whole  of  this  work  may  be  most 
carelessly  and  indifferently  done,  and  when  the 
colony  takes  it  over  I  suppose  we  shall  be  very 
much  astonished  to  find  that  we  have  to  ex- 
pend immense  sums  of  money  in  repairs,  and 
that  the  work  has  been  thoroughly  "  slummed :" 
in  fact,  that  it  was  the  object  of  the  company 
to  make  the  railway  as  cheaply  as  possible,  and 
then  to  push  it  off  on  to  the  colony.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  maintenance  of  this  line  will 
be  about  £385  a  mile— that  is  to  say,  that  the 
mere  maintenance  will  cost  the  colony,  when- 
ever it  takes  it  over,  about  £40,000  a  year.  If 
honourable  members  will  refer  to  this  evidence, 
I  contend  they  will  see  that,  even  on  the  most 
favourable  estimate,  it  is  not  expected  that  the 
railway  will  do  more  than  make  the  receipts 
balance  the  expenditure.  I  will  read  what  was 
said  about  that  in  Mr.  Maxwell's  evidence.  He 
says,  •*  I  have  the  honour  to  furnish  you  with 
an  estimate  of  the  revenue  and  cost  of  working 
the  new  line  of  railway  on  the  data  supplied 
by  you."  This  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Maxwell, 
the  General  Meuiager  of  New  Zealand  Rail- 
ways, to  the  Chairman  of  the  West  Coast  Rail- 
way Commission,  which  is  included  in  this 
report : — 

**  The  estimated  cost  of  working  arrived  at  is 
£120,000.  The  bulk  of  the  traffic  indicated— 
viz.,  coal,  sheep,  &c.  —  being  carried  at  rates 
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^hich  are  unzemnnez&tive,  leads  to  the  in- 
ference that,  under  the  conditions  stated,  the 
Ime  would  probably  not  pay ;  but,  with  increas- 
ing trafi^,  it  would  no  doubt  do  so." 

I  will  show  directly  that  you  can  expect  to 
do  nothing  of  the  kind — ^you  cannot  expect  to 
bring  the  produce  for  the  same  rates  on  this 
railway  as  elsewhere ;  there  is  no  chance  of  it, 
none  whatever.  The  passenger  traffic  is  put 
down  at  ten  thousand  a  year,  while  the  evi- 
dence here  shows  that  the  passenger  traffic  by 
ooach  is  about  eight  hundred  persons  at  pre- 
sent. Now  I  come  to  a  very  important  matter. 
What  is  to  make  this  railway  pay  at  all  ? 
Well,  of  course  we  know  that  there  are  prac- 
tically two  things  only  that  can  make  it  pay, 
if  it  is  to  pay  for  many  years  to  come,  and 
those  are  coal  and  timber.  Now,  with  regard 
to  coal,  I  should  like  to  read  Mr.  Bach's  evi- 
dence as  to  this  route.  And,  first,  I  would  say 
that  it  is  pretty  well  known  that  there  is 
not  any  true  coal  on  the  east  side  of  the 
tange,  and  therefore  any  coal  which  the  rail- 
tray  may  bring  from  the  east  side  of  the  range 
will  simply  help  to  crush  the  local  industries 
existing  at  the  present  time.  By  bringing 
another  sort  of  brown  coal  into  Chnstchurch, 
where  you  have  plenty  of  that  sort  of  coal  in  all 
directions,  you  will  only  interfere  with  the  coal 
mines — ^which  do  pretty  well,  or  some  of  which 
do  pretty  well— on  the  East  Coast.  I  think, 
eo  far  as  that  goes,  the  railway  in  that  case 
t^uld  do  more  harm  than  good.  Then  comes 
the  question,  What  about  your  true  coal  ?  Of 
course  it  would  be  wrong  to  say  that  there  is 
not  a  strong  probability  of  a  good  coal  mine 
being  found  somewhere  on  the  west  side  of  the 
range:  that  is,  I  suppose,  a  likely  thing  to 
happen ;  but,  then,  you  have  got  to  show  that 
this  coal  can  be  brought  by  this'  railway  at  a 
remunerative  rate,  and  that  it  will  be  able  to 
<9ompete  with  the  sea-borne  coal.  Now,  I  would 
Just  like  to  read  what  Mr.  Bach  says  upon  this 
subject.  Mr.  Bach  is,  I  think,  the  General 
TraJio  Manager  at  Ghristchurch.  Well,  one 
Question  is,  "  What,  then,  would  be  the  cost  of 
bringing  coal  from  the  West  Coast  by  rail,  say, 
176  miles  ?  "  That  I  believe  to  be  the  distance 
Izom  Brunnerton  to  Christchurch,  but  am  not 
sure.  The  answer  is,  **  12s.  8d.  per  ton."  The 
«Eamination  proceeded, — 

•*  These  are  your  regular  tariff  rates  ? — Yes. 

"  Would  that  rate  be  affected  by  the  grade  ? — 
!Fhat  is  our  general  rate  :  there  are  exceptions 
under  which  special  rates  are  made.  Between 
Halvem  and  Christchurch  we  have,  I  believe, 
tates  which  work  out  lid.  per  ton  per  mile. 
On  the  Bimutaka  they  make  an  extra  charge 
for  the  grade.  The  figure  I  have  quoted  is  the 
oxdinary  tariff  rate." 

HonoTuable  members  will  therefore  see  that, 
if  what  I  have  stated  about  the  grades,  and 
BO  an,  is  true — ^and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is,  for 
I  believe  I  am  perfectly  well  infonned  on  the 
mbject  in  that  respect — these  tariff  rates  could 
not  at  all  be  taken  as  representing  the  cost  of 
banlage  from  the  other  side  of  the  range,  and 
that  it  would  be  very  much  more  than  12s.  8d. 
WeII»  he  was  here  BAked,  for  instance, — 


"  What  would  the  rate  per  ton  per  mile  be 
for  a  distance  of  fifty  miles? — Practically,  it 
runs  out  l}d.  The  rates  are  nearly  equal :  on 
100  miles,  10s.  2d. ;  and  150  miles,  lis.  lOd. 
These  are  the  ordinary  tariff  rates/' 

Well,  the  ordinary  tariff  rates  would  not  do, 
unless  you  were  to  work  it  at  a  dead  loss.  Mr. 
Bach  states, — 

**  There  is  another  important  factor  in 
striking  a  rate  for  the  West  Coast — namely, 
we  should  have  to  send  empty  trucks  to  bring 
the  coal  down.  Double  haulage  would  have  to 
be  taken  into  consideration." 

So  that  not  only  should  we  have  to  pay  the 
higher  rate  in  question  in  consequence  of  the 
long  incline,  but  double  haulage  has  got  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  Now,  regarding  the 
question  of  sea-carriage  he  says,  *'I  think, 
where  we  carry  100  tons  by  rail" — that  is  be- 
tween Dunedin  and  Christchurch — "  1,000  tons 
would  be  carried  by  sea."  That  is,  ten  times 
the  quantity  would  be  earned  by  sea  as  against 
rail  carriage. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— Of  coal,  or  of 
general  merchandise  ?    - 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB.  — Of  "tons."  I 
have  read  from  what  he  says  of  "  tons." 

"Are  you  competent  to  form  an  opinion 
whether  the  goods  imported  to  Lyttelton 
would  go  again  by  sea  to  the  West  Coast  ? — In 
the  case  of  valuable  goods  they  probably  would 
be  sent  by  rail,  because  there  would  be  less  risk 
and  a  saving  of  time.  I  do  not  think  such 
an  article  as  cement  would  be  sent  by  rail. 
Timaru  is  a  risky  harbour,  and  yet  nearly  all 
goods  between  Lyttelton  and  Timaru  go  by 
sea." 

The  railway  between  Christchurch  and  Ti- 
maru is  a  dead  level — I  suppose  one  of  the  best 
lines  in  that  respect  you  can  find  in  any  coun- 
try— and  yet  nearly  all  the  goods  go  hj  sea. 

"  They  cannot  look  at  the  rates  by  rail " — ^this 
is  still  Mr.  Bach.  "  Timaru  is  served  by  mer- 
chants almost  entirely  by  sea.  I  do  not  think 
the  railway  can  compete  with  water-carriage. 
I  think  Timaru  is  a  very  good  instance  of 
that." 

I  think  that  is  pretty  good  evidence  that, 
when  this  railway  comes  to  try  and  compete 
with  the  water-carriage  in  bringing  coal  fiom 
the  other  side  of  the  range,  it  will  be  beaten 
clean  out  of  the  market.  It  has  been  said,  and 
is  referred  to  in  this  report,  that  what  applies 
to  Dunedin  and  Christchurch — so  far  as  the 
relative  rates  between  the  railway  and  sea- 
carriage  are  concerned — ^will  not  apply  to  West- 
port  or  Greymouth,  because  the  harbours  there 
are  so  bad.  Well,  I  can  only  say  this :  that 
we  have  got  Bills  coming  up  concerning  these 
harbours,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  false  posi- 
tion to  take  up  to  suppose  that  these  harbours 
will  not  be  made,  wnatever  we  may  do  now, 
I  am  perfectly  certain  that  this  colony  will 
never  pursue  such  a  ridiculous  and  narrow- 
minded  dog-in-the-manger  policy  as  to  allow 
the  limitless  resources  of  superior  coal  which 
exist  upon  the  West  CosAt  to  lie  undeveloped 
for  the  sake  of  the  money  which  may  be  neces- 
sary to  improve  those  harbours. 
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■  The  Hon.  Capfcain  FRASER.  —  I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.  I  think  the  question  before  us 
IS  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  honourable 
member  is  not  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— I  am  keeping 
strictly  to  the  point,  because  I  am  showing 
that  sea-borne  coal  from  the  West  Coast  will 
beat  this  carriage  by  rail  altogether.  I  was 
going  to  say  that  no  such  policy  as  tha.t  can 
possibly  be  adopted  by  the  colony,  because 
you  would  simply  drive  the  whole  of  the  coal 
monopoly  into  Newcastle,  and  then  your  re- 
frigeration would  go  to  the  winds.  The  very 
life  of  the  colony  at  the  present  time  depends 
upon  your  refrigerating  your  meat,  and  it  is 
a  question  of  the  utmost  nicety  how  cheaply 
you  can  carry  your  meat  carcases  to  the  great 
markets  of  the  Old  World ;  and,  if  you  do  not 
develop  your  coal,  which  Nature  has  given  you 
in  unlimited  quantities,  well,  you  will  deserve 
to  perish:  that  is  all.  Now  with  regard  to 
the  question  of  timber.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  there  is  timber.  The  report  and 
everything  else  goes  to  show  that  there  is 
an  enormous  quantity  of  timber  there ;  but  of 
what  kind  is  it  ?  You  have  got  three  kinds  of 
pine — I  do  not  know  the  native  names — ^black, 
red,  and  white  pine;  and  no  doubt  a  great 
quantity  of  black-birch,  which  it  is  stated  is 
a  very  valuable  timber.  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  it ;  ibut  I  know  what  the  white-birch  is 
very  well,  for  I  have  put  in  plenty  of  posts 
of  white-birch,  and  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  them  rot  about  eighteen  months  after- 
wards. I  am  told  that  the  black-birch  is  a 
very  good  timber.  I  believe  black-birch  would 
do  for  sleepers;  but  this  must  be  always  re- 
membered :  that  there  is  no  kauri  and  no  to- 
tara  on  the  West  Coast — there  is  nothing  but 
pine — and  therefore  the  trade  in  the  other  kinds 
of  timber  will  always  remain  just  the  same; 
you  cannot  drive  kauri  and  totara  out  of  the 
market.  And  there  is  another  thing  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  here  comes  the  sea-carriage  again 
— whether  the  sea-borne  timber  from  Nelson 
and  other  parts  of  the  colony  will  not  always 
compete  with  you  successfully.  I  understand 
that  Nelson  timber  is  being  put  into  Lyttelton 
now  at  10s.  a  hundred.  No  doubt  there  is  some 
good  building  stone  on  the  route  of  the  railway 
— there  is  evidence  of  that ;  but  we  need  not 
discuss  that — ^it  is  not  worth  it.  I  will  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  much  longer. 
I  will  merely  say,  with  regard  to  the  Nelson 
Railway,  that  the  railway  referred  to  in  this 
measure  has  no  more  to  do  with  Nelson  than 
a  railway  in  Kamschatka.  The  railway  from 
Arthur's  Pass  to  Brunnerton  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it — it  will  never  be  of  the  slightest  use  to 
Kelson  as  a  trunk  line ;  and  as  to  l^e  Putaruru 
and  Rotorua  Railway,  that,  I  believe,  is  quite 
independent  of  this  scheme;  and  therefore  I 
need  not  refer  to  them.  What  I  desire  to  say, 
then,  before  I  sit  down,  is  that  I  have  endea- 
voured to  look  at  this  from  every  point  of  view, 
and  that  I  am  one  of  those  who  will  always 
support  enterprise  where  I  think  it  can  be 
shown  to  be  of  a  proper  oharaotec.  And  I 
Son.  Afn  MUUr 


quite  appreciate  the  enterprise  of  the  Canter* 
bury  people.  No  doubt  they  have  shown  great 
enterprise  in  former  times:  for  instance,  in 
piercing  the  Lyttelton  hills  they  have  shown 
immense  enterprise,  and  deserve  great  credit 
for  it.  But  in  this  case  what  I  contend  is- 
this :  that  no  man  can  show  that  this  railway 
can  possibly  be  made  to  pay  at  present.  To 
connect  a  population  such  as  there  is  now  on 
the  West  Coast — and  which  has  been  station- 
ary for  the  past  ten  years — with  Canterbury 
does  not,  in  my  opinion,  justify  the  colony  in 
going  to  such  an  expenditure  as  this.  As  surely 
as  we  encourage  a  syndicate  to  take  up  this- 
railway,  so  surely  shall  we  involve  ourselves  in 
an  annual  heavy  loss.  Are  we  in  a  condition 
to  do  that  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  who 
has  moved  the  Bill  says  it  is  in  order  to 
save  the  colony  from  being  burdened.  Why, 
Sir,  it  is  this  very  work  which  will  burden  the 
colony.  It  is  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  years  too 
soon;  and  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Coun- 
cil to  pause  and  consider  its  position,  without 
reference  to  any  influences  whatsoever.  We 
live  in  days  when  ptjwerful  communities  com- 
bine together  and  insist  upon  their  views  being 
carried  out  by  the  Government  of  the  day. 
But  we  in  this  Council  have  to  remember 
that  we  represent  the  whole  colony — we  do  nofe 
represent  any  particular  portion  or  portions- 
of  the  colony  only;  and  tiie  question  for  us- 
to  consider  is,  Have  we  got  a  right  to  make 
the  whole  colony  bear  the  burden  which  I 
think  I  have  conclusively  demonstrated  will 
undoubtedly  be  placed  upon  it  by  the  construc- 
tion of  this  line  ?  It  is  not  possible  that  this 
line  can  be  made  to  pay  expenses  for  a  long^ 
time  to  come  ;  and  I  say  again  that  this  Coun- 
cil will  be  wanting  in  the  performance  of  its 
duty  if  it  does  not  take  a  firm  stand  E^nd  sar, 
**  We  will  resist  this  measure,  feeling  certam 
that  it  will  impose  an  extra  burden  on  thB 
colony  which  it  is  not  able  to  bear."  It  appears- 
to  me  that,  if  we  do  not  take  some  such  stand 
on  an  important  occasion  like  this,  we  shall 
simply  proclaim  to  the  world  that  we  are  read^ 
to  submit  to  any  financial  dictatorship  whicn 
springs  up  here;  and  I  say.  Sir,  without  any 
fear  of  being  contradicted,  that  this  colony  is 
now  subjected  to  financial  dictatorship.  It  i» 
the  immense  desire  of  having  money  expended 
in  di£ferent  parts  of  the  colony  without  refer- 
ence to  the  reproductiveness  of  the  proposed 
work  that  very  often  causes  measures  like  this 
to  be  placed  before  us ;  and,  disagreeable  and 
ungrateful  as  the  task  may  be,  I  think  we 
should  refuse  our  sanction  to  this  measure,  if 
we  have  any  real  love  for  New  Zealand,  for  our 
own  home — for  we,  mind  you,  who  have  child- 
ren here  and  have  made  our  homes  here,  shall 
feel  these  burdens  when  these  speculators  have 
passed  away ;  we  shall  know  what  it  is  to  have 
plunged  into  these  gigantic  schemes,  making 
railways  over  rough  mountains  and  across  pre- 
cipitous gullies,  down  enormous  steeps,  with 
tremendous  curves  and  gradients  that  the  Old 
World  would  laugh  at,  suid  for  a  population  of 
24,000  persons  at  the  present  moment;  we» 
who  live  in  this  colony,  I  say,  shall  zeaUse 
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whtbt  it  is  to  have  passed  measures  like  this 
twenty  years  before  the  time.  And  when  we 
liave  passed  away,  when  works  like  this  are 
undertaken  and  are  producing  nothing  to  the 
country  in  reality,  not  developing  any  industry 
perhaps  beyond  a  little  mining,  I  say  that 
Ihose  who  come  after  us  will  have  good  right  to 
Bay  that  we  refused  to  do  our  duty  as  legis- 
lators because  we  were  afraid  of  the  influences 
that  were  at  work.  Those  are  my  views.  I 
would  desire  to  assist  Canterbury  as  much  as — 
I  was  going  to  say,  moro  than — ^any  other  part 
of  the  colony,  for  all  my  predilections  tend  in 
that  direction :  scores  and  scores  of  my  friends 
ace  in  that  part  of  the  countiy,  and  I  regard 
it  with  the  greatest  amount  of  interest,  and 
"would  abstain  on  every  possible  occasion  from 
doing  it  the  slightest  injury.  I  would  do 
everything  I  could  to  promote  the  interests  of 
Canterbury;  but  I  do  not  think  I  am  called 
upon  to  vote  for  a  Bill  like  this,  which  I  am 
certain  will  impose  a  large  burden  upon  the 
colony.  I  think  that  if  I  took  any  other  view 
I  should  be  unworthy  of  my  position  in  the 
Council;  and  I  therefore  beg  to  move,  as  an 
amendment,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  made  a  very  power- 
ful appeal -to  the  Council,  as  he  invariably 
does  when  his  heart  is  in  his  work.  I  have  to 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman,  however,  that 
he  is  not  alone  in  desiring  to  retain  the  inde- 
pendence and  dignity  of  this  Council,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  to  take  a  different  view  from  that 
which  he  has  advanced  without  in  any  way 
going  back  from  those  feelings.  I  looked  with 
the  greatest  suspicion  upon  this  Bill  when  first 
introduced  to  Parliament.  But  this  Bill  is  not 
the  Bill  as  then  introduced.  I  supported  the 
District  Railways  Bill  when  first  it  appeared, 
on  the  ground  that  we  had  no  right  to  put  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  private  enterprise :  simply 
because  we  might  think  it  would  not  pay  the 
colony  to  undertake  certain  works,  we  had  no 
tight  to  bar  the  way  to  the  enterprise  of  pri- 
vate people.  The  only  thing  to  consider  was, 
whether  or  not  under  that  Bill  we  were  quite 
safe  from  what  has  now  happened — the  doors 
of  the  Council  being  besieged  by  dissatisfied 
Bpeculators ;  and  we  thought  that,  by  the  pro- 
visions that  we  put  into  that  Act,  we  had  made 
it  absolutely  certain  that  those  who  chose  to 
speoulate  in  district  railways  would  have  to 
Btand  or  fall  by  their  own  speculations.  That 
has  not  proved  to  bo  the  case.  However,  I 
intend  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  because  I  think  a  certain  amount  of  de- 
ieience  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  feeling  mani- 
fested in  another  place,  and  also  to  the  wishes 
of  persons  who  are  prepared  to  speculate  at 
theu  own  risk;  and,  so  long  as  the  colony 
is  not  made  responsible,  I  think  it  is  exces- 
sively bad  policy  to  insist  on  people  only  doing 
this  or  that  as  the  colony  may  choose  to  allow 
them.  There  is  a  great  deal  too  much  work, 
that  should  be  left  to  be  undertaken  by  private 
enterprise,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government 
alzeaay;  and  any  enterprise  like  the  present, 


if  it  is  carried  out  entirely  at  the  risk  and 
with  the  capital  of  private  persons — not  neces- 
sarily and  not  probably  local  people  in  this 
case — ought  not  to  be  met  with  too  hard  criti- 
cism ;  and  we  should  not  attempt  to  force 
down  the  throats  of  those  people  our  opinions, 
which  they  may  not  share.  All  that  we  have 
to  do  is  to  caution  them  that  all  is  not  gold 
that  glitters.  We  have  sent  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion to  examine  the  matter,  and  they  have  col- 
lected an  immense  volume  of  evidence,  which 
the  projectors  of  this  line  can  read  as  well 
as  we  can ;  and,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Christ- 
church,  it  was  reported,  by  persons  chosen 
from  among  themselves,  that  the  work  would 
not  pay  private  individuals,  but  that  it  might 
be  done  oy  the  Government.  And,  after  the 
debate  in  another  Chamber,  and  after  what 
is  likely  to  be  said  here  has  been  added  to 
that,  I  think  we  have  done  all  we  need  do  to 
warn  persons  who  may  wish  to  speculate  in 
this  work.  It  remains  now  to  protect  ourselves 
and  the  colony ;  and  we  should  take  care  that 
there  is  no  word,  from  the  first  line  to  the  last» 
in  the  Bill  that- does  not  make  it  as  clear  as 
possible  that  the  colony  will  not  take  any  share 
or  risk  in  it  whatever.  I  am  not  satisfied  that 
all  the  clauses  in  this  Bill  are  as  clear  on  this 
point  as  I  could  wish. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Section  12. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.  — I  am 
aware  of  that.  The  honourable  gentleman 
tells  me  that  clause  12  will  do  it,  Sir;  but  I 
do  not  think  that  is  quite  sufficient.  Then,  I 
ask,  why  not  let  the  syndicate  have  right  out 
a  certain  quantity  of  land  on  either  side  of  the 
line — say,  for  ten  mUes  alongside  each  side  of 
the  railway,  if  you  like?  but  let  us  eliminate 
from  this  Bill  the  provision  about  the  selection 
of  land  elsewhere,  so  that  there  may  be  no  dis- 
pute about  it  afterwards.  If  we  are  going  to 
give  them  the  coal,  it  will  be  a  very  great  source 
of  wealth  to  them.  I  believe,  from  informa- 
tion I  have  received,  that  there  are  some  very 
valuable  coal  mines  on  the  western  side  of 
the  ranges,  and  that-  coal  can  be  delivered  in 
Dunedin  for  6s.  per  ton  cheaper  by  the  railway 
than  by  sea.  That  must  be  taken,  of  course^ 
for  what  it  is  worth;  but  all  my  informa- 
tion tends  in  the  same  way.  Sir,  I  think  it 
very  probable  there  may  be  some  trouble  in 
carrying  out  this  Bill.  There  may  be  some 
trouble  about  this  question  of  land,  and  it 
may  aJso  be  necessary,  as  has  been  suggested 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  MUler,  to  impose  some  pro- 
vision with  a  view  to  seeing  that  the  railway  is 
properly  built,  and  conducted  in  such  a  way  as 
to  be  compatible  with  the  safety  of  the  public. 
Then,  I  think  a  large  portion  of  the  Bill  could 
be  advantageously  left  out.  We  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  manner  in  which  they  borrow 
the  money.  The  precaution  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  with  the  object  of  preventing  their 
coming  down  on  the  country  afterwards  to  take 
over  the  liability,  is  not  wholly  met  by  the 
clause  which  has  been  mentioned.  I  think  we 
ought  further  to  provide  that  every  share,  every 
debenture,  and  every  official  document  of  that 
kind  shall  bear  a  distinct  announcement  that 
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zesponsibility  of  any  kind  is  unshared  by  the 
Goyemment,  and  that,  come  what  will,  the 
Goyemment  of  New  Zealand  will  take  no  re- 
sponsibility for  anything.  I  think  that  is 
reasonable,  and  I  haye  no  doubt  that  some 
person  better  yersed  in  drawing  up  such  docu- 
ments than  I  am  will  be  able  to  deyise  some 
way  of  doing  that.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Miller  hab 
asked,  Why  not  giye  in  cash  a  certain  amount 
equal  to  a  bonus?  I  should  think  that  the 
answer  was  obyious  enough. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB.  —  I  said  I  would 
lather  giye  it. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— Yes ;  but 
you  cannot  do  that.  Why  should  we  giye 
money  for  a  speculation  which  a  Koyal  Commis- 
sion, and  the  people  of  Christchurch  in  meet- 
ing assembled,  and  every  authority  on  the  sub- 
ject, say  is  one  which,  from  a  romuneratiye 
point  of  yicw,  it  is  not  desirable  to  go  into? 
Why  should  we  give  them  £500,000  for  a  bonus  ? 
No ;  I  would  rather  carry  out  the  principle 
advocated  by  Mr.  Curtis — at  the  time  Super- 
intendent of  Nelson  —  who  proposed  to  unite 
Nelson  Province  by  railway  to  the  West  Cosbst. 
He  said,  "  We  will  give  you  so  many  acres  of 
land  :  we  do  not  say  that  the  land  is  good,  but 
you  may  have  it  for  what  it  is  worth.  The  land 
itself  is  not  much,  but  it  contains  undoubted 
mineral  resources,  and,  if  you  think  it  worth 
while  to  speculate,  there  it  is  for  you."  That  is 
the  principle  on  which  this  Bill  ought  to  go.  I 
would  not  limit  it  to  a  quarter,  or  a  half,  or  a 
full  million  of  acres,  so  long  as  the  land  ad- 
joined the  railway,  and  there  was  no  likelihood 
of  any  dispute  with  the  Government  as  to 
whether  they  had  got  their  full  quota,  or  any 
question  left  on  which  they  might  afterwards 
come  down  on  the  colony.  All  the  information 
we  have  got  with  regard  to  the  land  in  question 
is  that  it  is  not  suitable  for  settlement,  but 
that  it  possesses  mineral  wealth.  I  hope  we 
shall  strike  out  every  clause  which  in  any  way 
throws  the  responsibility  on  the  Goyemment; 
and,  recognizing,  Sir,  that  the  most  objection- 
able provisions  have  been  eliminated  from  this 
Bill,  I  shall  not  oppose  the  second  reading, 
though  I  shall  endeavour  to  effect  several 
amendments  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Sir,  my 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary,  in 
making  his  speech,  introduced  into  his  open- 
ing remarks  a  reference  to  an  act  of  intimida- 
tion  

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No,  no. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— He  also 
told  us,  in  his  closing  observations,  in  care- 
fully-guarded expressions,  that  we  should  do 
well  to  bear  in  mind  that  if  we  threw  out  this 
Bill  we  might  incur  the  wrath  of  the  other 
branch  of  &e  Legislature.  Now,  I  was  very 
sorry  to  hear  my  honourable  friend  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  making  the  remarks  he  did  in 
reference  to  the  Hon.  ^Ir.  Pharazyn;  and  for 
this  reason :  that,  in  reporting  private  con- 
versations to  the  Council,  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  we  should  have  all  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  conversation 
before  us:  otherwise  we  may  arrive  at  very 
Hon,  Sir  Q,  S.  WhUmore 


false  conclusions  as  regards  what  was  meant. 
And,  if  I  wajited  any  illustration  of  this,  I 
might  refer  to  a  little  circumstance  that  OG- 
curred  about  the  same  time.  After  the  debate 
that  took  place  here  the  other  day  in  re- 
ference to  tlie  District  Railways  Bill,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  lobby,  when  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Reynolds — and  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  speak  of  him  as  my  honourable  friend,  in 
spite  of  what  I  am  about  to  narrate— came  up 
to  me  and,  shaking  his  fist  in  my  face,  said, 
"  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is :  we  will  make  you 
swallow  the  Bill,  whether  you  like  it  or  not." 
As  I  state  it,  this  was  a  distinct  threat — a  dis- 
tinct act  of  intimidation.  But  I  know  that 
my  honourable  friend  did  not  moan  all  that  he 
expressed,  and  that,  when  he  was  shaking  his 
fist  in  my  face,  he  was  only  using  that  oratori- 
cal emphasis  with  which  ho  marks  his  utter- 
ances at  times.  I  have  seen  him  do  the  same 
thing  in  the  Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The  con- 
vcrsation  to  which  I  have  referred  was  not  of  a 
private  character ;  it  was  conducted  so  openly 
and  glaringly  that  I  was  bound  to  take  notioe 
of  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— The  con- 
versation I  have  alluded  to  was  not  of  a  private 
character. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Oh,  yes,  it 
was. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Persons 
should  not  always  take  these  matters  literally. 
I  always  thought  my  honourable  friend  "Mj. 
Buckley  was  capable  of  understanding  a  joke : 
I  know  he  was  not  a  Scotchman,  but  he  has 
not  appreciated  this  joke  in  the  spirit  that  he 
ought  to  have  done.  That  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Pharazyn  intended  taking  no  such  action  as 
that  indicated  by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, is  evident  from  the  fact  that,  prior  to  the 
opening  of  the  House,  he  came  to  me  and  said. 
"  Have  you  seen  the  East  and  W^est  Coast  Rail- 
way Bill  ?  Do  you  not  think  it  is  in  a  shape 
in  which  we  might  pass  it  ?"  I  am  very  sorry 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  should  have  reported 
the  conversation,  though  I  rejoice  at  the  very 
virtuous  decision  at  which  the  Goyemment  have 
unanimously  arrived  on  this  subject.  Then,  my 
honourable  friend  wound  up  his  remarks  by 
something  which,  to  some  weak-kneed  brethren, 
might  appear  to  be  an  act  of  intimidation  on  his 
part.  He  told  us  that  we  must  bear  ux  mind 
that  there  was  another  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture with  a  very  strong  feeling  on  this  subject. 
If  that  meant  anything  whatever,  did  it  not 
mean  that  we  must  bo  careful  not  to  arouse 
their  susceptibilities  too  much,  or  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  • '  pay  the  piper ' '  ?  Now,  there 
is  another  branch  of  the  Legislature  besides 
this,  with  very  strong  feelings,  and  I  think, 
in  our  discussions,  it  is  well  that  we  should 
bear  that  in  mind;  but  it  is  equally  desir- 
able that  that  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
should  remember  that  there  is  a  Legislative 
Council  likewise,  which  has  also  its  own  strong 
feelings.  And  I  think,  if  they  look  at  the  thing 
calmly  and  disinterestedly,  they  will  be  apt 
to  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  feelings 
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that  animate  the  Council  in  these  matters  are 
likely  to  be  much  more  dlBinterested-^much 
more  unbiassed  by  party  or  local  considerations 
•«^4han  those  they  are  moved  by  themselves. 
I  have  had  the  honour  of  being  a  member  of 
this  Council  for  fifteen  years,  and  I  think  I 
can  bear  witness  to  this :  We  have  very  often 
&Qed  in  doing  our  duty,  but  never  failed  in 
doing  our  duty  except  in  giving  way  too  much 
to  what  we  believed  to  be  the  desire  of  the  other 
inranch  of  the  Legislature;  and  I  am  sure,  if 
any  honourable  gentleman  looks  back  on  his 
votes,  and  considers  them  dispassionately,  he 
WiU  blame  himself,  not  for  those  he  has  given 
In  opposition  to  the  known  wishes  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  but  for  those -he  has 
given  in  a  contra^  direction,  and  often  in  op- 
position to  his  own  opinions  and  convictions. 
iChese  remarks  were  called  forth  by  what  the 
JBEon.  Mr.  Buckley  said.  And  now,  in  respect 
to  this  Bill,  I  am  botmd  to  say  there  is  much 
in  it  which  I  entirely  disapprove.  But,  looking 
ftt  the  matter  in  all  lights,  I  have  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  I  should  best  fulfil  my  duty 
by  recording  my  vote  in  its  favour,  although 
fiUbject  to  certain  modifications  being  made  in 
it  before  being  finally  adopted.  In  its  present 
tfhape  I  cannot  support  the  Bill.  I  do  not  wish 
to  make  any  lengthened  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  I  base  my  objection  to  the  measure 
entirely  on  the  5th  clause.  In  the  5th  clause 
Of  the  Bill  there  is  a  distinct  power  given  to 
flnter  into  an  engagement,  on  the  completion 
of  the  railway,  for  the  working  of  the  railway, 
the  Government  to  retain  a  certain  specified 
portion  of  the  receipts.  Now,  Sir,  as  the 
bill  was  originally  introduced,  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  that  for  the  first 
year  70  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts  should  be 
taken  by  the  Government  for  the  working  of 
the  railway,  and  that  in  subsequent  years  the 
amount  to  be  retained  by  the  Government 
diottld  be  65  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts. 
Kow,  it  is  in  this  clause  that  a  great  liability 
to  abuse  is  contained.  My  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Buckley  has  stated  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion to  proceed  to  build  this  railway  without 
burdening  the  colony  in  any  way,  and  he  em- 
phasized those  remarks  further  by  remarking 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  this  Bill  not  to 
impose  any  burden  on  the  country.  So  far, 
I  ag^o  with  him,  and,  if  the  Bill  would  only 
Attain  what  he  says  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  it  should  attain,  I  would  cheer- 
fully go  with  him  and  vote  with  him ;  but  this 
cdause  goes  far  beyond  that.  We  have  heard, 
in  the  document  read  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller, 
a  report  from  Mr.  Maxwell,  which  is  contained 
in  the  appendix  to  the  report  of  the  Commission 
laat  year  upon  this  railway,  that  the  working 
expenses  of  this  line  immediately  on  its  open- 
ing will  be  not  less  than  £120,000.  On  the  other 
huid,  we  have  a  direct  report  that,  under  the 
most  favourable  circumstances,  it  is  not  likely 
that  the  railway  will  pay  more  than  working 
expenses.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  the 
Government  enter  into  such  an  arrangement  as 
they  are  at  liberty  to  do  imder  this  clause — 
aocn  an  arrangement  as  was  indicated  by  the 


Colonial  Treasurer  in  introducing  the  Bill  into 
Parliament — ^we  may,  through  the  operation  of 
this  Bill,  be  subjecting  the  colony  to  a  yearly 
payment  of  something  like  £40,000. 

An  Hon.  Member.-— Or  more. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— It  may 
be  more.  I  wish  honourable  members  to  dis- 
tinctly understand  that,  if  the  Bill  is  passed  in 
its  present  shape,  there  is  a  possibility  of  the 
colony  involving  itself  in  a  liability  of  £40,000 
a  year  at  least.  I  cannot  agree  to  the  Bill  in 
its  present  shape,  on  that  account ;  and,  if  I 
agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  it  is 
only  with  the  intention  of  moving,  when  in 
Committee,  the  erasure  of  that  clause.  At  the 
present  time  the  Government  work  private  rail- 
ways without  any  specific  authority  being 
given,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  work  this  railway  in  the  same  way.  But  to 
enter  into  an  arrangement  before  the  contract 
is  made,  and  before  we  have  acquired  any  ex- 
perience as  to  the  working  of  the  line,  that  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  receipts  shall,  Tinder 
any  circumstances,  however  great  the  loss  may 
be,  go  to  the  contractor  for  the  railway,  is  a 
proceeding  which  would  show  a  great  want  of 
prudence  on  our  part.  I  may  say  that  I  am 
greatly  influenced  in  the  course  I  intend  to 
adopt  in  reference  to  this  Bill  by  the  belief  that 
the  Bill  may  be  instrumental  to  a  very  con- 
siderable extent  in  developing  the  West  Coast. 
It  is  true  that  the  population  on  the  West 
Coast  for  some  years  has  been  in  a  state,  of 
decline ;  but  doubtless  one  cause  of  that  is  to 
be  found  in  the  fact  that  there  has  not  been 
great  freedom  of  communication  with  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  and  particularly  in  the 
fact  that  thp  cost  of  living  there  has  been 
unduly  great.  But,  if  this  railway  were  made, 
no  doubt  the  cost  of  living  on  the  West  Coast 
would  be  reduced  to  very  nearly  the  same 
rates  as  prevail  in  other  parts  of  the  Middle 
Island,  and  there  would  be  such  facilities 
of  communication  as  would  enable  many 
people  to  go  there  and  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  condition  of  things  pre- 
vailing in  that  portion  of  the  colony.  I  cannot 
but  believe  that  the  efiect  would  be  to  check 
the  present  decline  of  population  there,  and 
even  possibly  to  impart  a  considerable  pro- 
gress to  that  part  of  the  country.  I  see  that 
great  advantage  may  result  from  it,  and  I 
shall  be  cheerfully  a  party  to  making  this  rail^ 
way  if  it  can  be  done  on  the  safe  conditions 
which  are  supposed  to  be  the  basis  of  the  BiU. 
To  that  extent  I  am  prepared  to  go ;  but  I  do 
take  a  decided  stand  on  the  5th  clause,  and  I 
cannot  be  a  party  to  giving  the  Government 
power  to  enter  into  a  contract  which  may  in- 
volve the  colony  in  a  very  large  annual  outlay. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  do  not  know  that 
it  would  be  at  all  necessary  to  emphasize  the 
importance  of  clause  5  of  the  Bill,  after  tiie 
very  lucid  explanation  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Watez- 
house ;  but  I  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  law  is  to  be  read  as  it  is  printed,  and 
must  be  interpreted  as  it  is  written,  and  under 
this  clause  it  is  quite  clear  that,  whatever  was 
intended,  it  is  perfectly  possible  for  the  Go- 
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▼emor  in  Council  to  make  a  contract  in  ad- 
vance, and  by  that  contract  to  bind  the  colony 
to  work  the  railway  for  30  per  cent,  of  the 
gross  receipts,  giving  the  balance  of  the  gross 
earnings  as  a  bonus  to  a  company,  ajid  this 
without  being  subject  to  revision  by  Parliament. 
Therefore  it  is  only  necessary  for  the  Governor 
in  Council,  under  that  clause,  to  agree  to  work 
that  line  for  30  per  cent,  of  the  gross  receipts, 
and  the  colony  would  be  bound  to  it.  Now,  that 
is  a  power  that  cannot  have  been  meant  to  be 
given,  but  it  is  given  by  this  clause,  aixd  I  am 
sure  the  Council  will  never  overlook  such  a 
clause  as  that.  The  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore 
has  stated  that  he  is  willing  to  support  this  Bill 
because  there  is  no  partnership  under  it,  such 
as  an  agreement  for  2  per  cent,  and  so  on,  as 
in  the  partnership  under  the  District  Railways 
Act ;  but  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  partnership  under  this  clause  is  much 
more  important  than  any  in  the  District  Bail- 
ways  Act,  because  it  is  indefinite.  Now,  I  look 
with  the  greatest  suspicion  upon  this  clause, 
because  I  perceive  that  clause  14  of  the  Bail- 
ways  Construction  and  Land  Act  is  left  out  of 
the  Bill.  That  clause  distinctly  provided  that 
contracts  made  for  the  construction  of  railways 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  should  be  sub- 
ject to  the  revision  of  Parliament.  But  under 
this  Bill  there  is  no  possible  means  by  which 
Parliament  can  revise  any  contract  which  the 
Governor  in  Council  may  enter  into  with  the 
company  to  make  a  line.  I  assume  that  is  a 
power  which  no  member  of  this  Council  would 
give  to  the  Gbvemor  in  Council,  and  I  assume 
also  that  that  is  not  a  fair  responsibility  to  put 
into  the  hands  of  a  representative  Ministry. 
There  is  something  more.  There  is  the  expense 
necessarily  entailed  on  the  colony  in  paying  haJf 
the  cost  of  the  survey  of  these  large  tracts  of 
land.  The  amount  necessary  to  pay  half  the 
cost  of  survey  of  blocks  of  land  in  that  sort  of 
country  would  be  something  very  considerable. 
Under  the  Bailways  Construction  Act  a  power 
was  given  to  the  Governor  in  Council  to  com- 
plete a  contract  with  a  company  to  the  extent 
of  sanctioning  the  survey  of  lines,  and  so  on ; 
but  the  final  contract  could  only  be  entered 
into  subject  to  the  revision  of  Parliament. 
I  do  not  want  to  go  into  the  general  question 
of  the  wealth  -  producing  character  of  these 
works.  •  My  own  conviction  is,  and  always  has 
been,  that  you  can  only  stimulate  prosperity 
and  create  fresh  wealth  in  this  country  by  the 
introduction  of  people.  If  one-half  the  money 
we  are  proposing  to  spend,  directly  or  in- 
directly, on  these  works,  were  spent  on  the 
introduction  of  people,  the  works  would  very 
soon  recommend  themselves  more  favourably 
to  our  consideration  than  they  do  now.  What 
we  want  is  this :  We  want  consumers,  so  that 
we  may  have  contributors  to  our  revenue.  It 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  the  colony  no 
man  need  go  without  food,  if  he  chooses  to 
work;  it  is  an  equally  well-known  fact  that  any 
one  man  can  produce  food  enough  for  half  a 
dozen  men.  Under  these  circumstances,  what 
the  country  wants  is  fresh  people ;  and  I  must 
affirm  that  the  construction  of  these  works  by 
Hon,  Dr.  Grace 


a  syndicate  will  not  do  much  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  but  the  failure  of  the  venture 
may  bring  us  into  further  disrepute  in  Eng- 
land. I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  except  that 
I  shall  do  everything  I  csbn  that  I  believe  will 
tend  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the  colony^ 
irrespective  of  locality. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB.— Sir,  about 
three  days  ago  I  told  the  Hon.  the  X3olonial 
Secretary  that  I  was  sorry  I  could  not  support 
this  measure ;  but,  since  I  have  heard  what  naa 
been  said  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse,  I  may 
say  that  I  feel  I  can  allow  this  Bill  to  pass  its 
second  reading,  but  that,  if  this  objectionable 
clause  5  is  not  altered  in  Committee,  I  shall 
reserve  to  myself  the  right  of  voting  against 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  BICHMOND.  — Sir,  I 
wish  to  say  a  very  few  words  on  this  matter, 
and,  first,  to  express  my  general  protest  against 
the  style  of  legislation  of  which  tiiis  Bill  is  an 
example.  There  is  one  view  of  the  case  which 
always  strikes  me  as  of  great  importance,  whiob 
is  that,  in  inviting  people  to  undertake  wozka 
of  this  kind,  we  should  be  at  least  convinced 
beforehand  that  there  is  something  like  a  pro- 
bability that,  with  good  management,  tiiey  will 
be  successful.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal 
about  syndicates,  and  some  people  say  therD 
is  a  syndicate  now  in  existence  somewhere  or 
other  in  the  colony  to  undertcbke  this  wori^ 
For  my  own  part  I  am  still  doubtful  whether 
that  syndicate  is  not  in  the  position  of  th& 
mythical  Mrs.  Harris.  "  Syndicate  "  is  a  term 
of  modem  invention,  and,  as  I  imderstand  iti 
it  means  a  laying  of  heads  together,  by  certain 
people  who  understand  the  manipulation  of  the 
money-market,  to  bring  about  some  scheme  in 
which  those  not  understanding  the  movements 
of  the  money-market  may  bo  induced  to  invest 
their  capital.  These  syndicates,  I  may  say, 
used  to  go  by  a  much  more  humble  name* 
They  were  called  "  jwromoters,"  and  promotei0 
were  people  who,  whatever  became  of  the 
scheme,  succeeded  in  **  sucking  thereout  no 
small  advantage."  Now,  syndicates,  or  pro- 
moters, or  whatever  they  may  be  called,  can 
well  enough  look  after  themselves.  I  have  no 
particular  desire  to  protect  them.  The  mem- 
bers of  syndicates  are  persons  who  enter  into 
their  particular  line  of  business  with  their 
eyes  very  wide  open,  their  eye-teeth  cut,  and 
who  do  not  want  any  one  to  protect  thenu 
Any  syndicate  who  might  propose  to  take  up 
this  line  would  read,  and  probably  have  rea^ 
the  report  of  the  Bailway  Coiumission  and 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  and  all  matteoi 
brought  to  light  in  connection  with  this  pro- 
posal. The  honourable  member  who  has  pre* 
ceded  me  tells  us  that  he  expects  that  this 
scheme  will  be  constructed  at  the  cost,  '*  pro- 
bably, not  of  local  people."  Well,  if  they  wesa 
local  people  my  objection  would  be  of  less  force* 
for  they  have  the  means  of  knowing  the  merits 
of  the  case ;  but  really,  in  all  probability,  those 
who  go  into  this  scheme  will  be  mostly  i>er8on8 
outside  the  colony.  And  this  is  the  proper 
place  to  mention  a  particular  defect  in  uiia 
Bill,  if  we  pass  it  as  it  stands.    It  does  not 
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make  any  sort  of  provision  by  which  a  pro- 
portion  shall  be  established  between  the  de- 
bentore  debt  and  the  subscribed  capital.  That 
is  a  thing  which,  in  the  ordinazy  interest  of 
the  money-lending  people,  and  in  justice  to  our 
own  chazacter  as  a  people  and  as  a  Legisla- 
ture, we  ought  to  provide  for.  I  believe  with 
the  Hon.  Sir  Geoige  Whitmore  that  the  colony 
should  take  no  ri^  in  this  matter.  We  have 
been  reminded  already  that  the  same  ambition, 
the  same  desire,  as  is  expressed  in  this  Bill  was 
shown  when  the  District  Railways  Act  was 
passed ;  and  now  we  have  been  told  that  we 
ought  to  have  abolished  that  Act,  and  we  have 
been  reproved  severely  for  imposing  the  bur- 
dens caused  by  that  Act,  and  for  undertaking 
to  pay  liabilities  which  no  one  when  that  Act 
was  passed  believed  would  fall  on  the  colony. 
That  is  most  astonishingly  inconsistent  with 
the  proposal  to  pass  this  measure.  At  the 
▼ery  same  time  that  we  are  proposing  to  go 
into  a  scheme  which  is  both  wilder  and  much 
less  well-considered  than  the  district  railways 
scheme,  and  with  all  sorts  of  provisions  which 
must  involve  us  in  difficulties,  we  are  abolish- 
ing privately-owned  railways — we  are  asked 
to  buy  up  the  lines  already  made  under  the 
District  Railways  Act.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  go  much  into  detail  as  to  the 
probable  profitableness  or  otherwise  of  this 
line,  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  contributing 
xnv  mite  to  the  general  information  on  the 
subject.  The  question  has  been  raised  as  to 
the  competition  between  sea-carriage  and  car- 

ne  by  this  railway  in  the  transport  of  coal. 
:>  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  speak  with 
authority  as  to  what  would  be  the  cost  of 
carrying  coal  over  Arthur's  Pass;  but  I  am 
quite  sure  that,  if  haulage  costs  Ijd.  per  ton 
per  mile  on  the  level  line  from  Christchurch 
southward,  it  will  cost  at  least  double  that 
to  carry  it  over  Arthur's  Pass.  It  is  a  very 
moderate  estimate  to  say  that  it  will  cost  at 
least  double ;  probably  it  will  cost  a  great  deal 
more  than  that.  The  approved  scheme  to  go 
over  the  pass  is,  I  believe,  to  ascend  to  a  great 
height  to^  avoid  the  greater  expense  of  a  tunnel, 
which  would  have  to  be  a  long  one,  because  the 
pass  is  flat,  and,  as  the  ground  is  largely  made 
up  of .  slides  from  the  mountains,  a  tunnel 
would  require  to  go  very  far  into  the  side  of 
the  mountains  to  be  sure  of  having  good 
ground.  There  is. a  proposal  to  use  the  water- 
power  provided  by  the  head- water  of  the  Bea- 
ley,  to  balance  the  loads  mounting  the  pass. 
This  plan  would  save  much  in  cost  of  construc- 
tion, but  the  cost  of  working  would  be  in- 
czeased.  As  a  nile,  where  special  machinery 
has  to  be  used  in  the  workmg  of  a  railway 
it  is  attended  with  extra  expense.  Referring 
to  the  YdAne  of  the  land,  as  far  as  my  know- 
ledge goes,  when  you  fairly  enter  into- the 
moxmtains  on  the  eastern  side,  when  you  have 
fairly  got  into  the  Waimakariri  Valley,  it  is  all 
mountain.  There  is  no  land  whatever  on  the 
Osnterbury  side  of  the  range  fit  for  any  culti- 
Tation,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  is  not  fit  to 
earry  many  sheep.  The  grass  is  sparse,  and 
&e  timber  is  lUgged,  and  not,  I  think,  of  a  kind 


available  for  market.  The  other  side — with 
which,  I  dare  say,  many  honourable  membenr 
are  as  well  acquainted  as  I  am — is  blessed  with 
mineral  wealm,  and  cursed  with  one  of  the 
most  unfavourable  of  climates  for  agriculture 
that  could  bo,  except  one  where  there  was 
frost  and  snow.  I  am  a^ssured  by  those  who 
have  resided  there  for  a  long  period  that  the 
grass  in  that  part  of  the  country  is  not  able  tD- 
stand  the  continual  moisture  of  the  climate,, 
but  that  it  fades  and  dies  on  that  account. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann  will  correct  me  if  I 
am  YfTong  in  this  ;  but  so  I  have  been  assured 
by  residents  on  the  Coast.  That  being  so«. 
you  will  not  get  ordinary  settlers  there,  and 
you  must  therefore  depend  on  coal,  gold,  and 
timber  for  all  the  traffic  you  will  have  on 
this  railway.  My  own  belief  is  that  coal  will,, 
in  the  main,  be  carried  by  sea.  If  we  make 
those  West  Coast  harbours  and  this  railway,  we 
are  repeating  our  previous  history.  We  made 
a  railway  from  Christchurch  to  Dunedin,  and 
then  we  constructed  two  harbours  along  its 
course ;  and  now  we  are  told  in  this  very  debate- 
that  those  harbours  take  the  whole  goods  trans- 
port from  the  railway.  That  was  not  unfore- 
seen ;  it  was  pressed  on  the  promotei-s  of  these 
great  schemes  in  1870:  but  deaf  ears  were 
turned  to  that  warning,  and  probably  deaf  eare^ 
will  be  turned  to  a  like  warning  now.  But  my 
main  objection  to  the  Bill  is  this :  As  has  beeii' 
stated,  we  are  in  duty  bound,  as  honourable 
men,  not  to  put  our  stamp  on  any  scheme  that 
does  not  give  a  reasonable  chance  of  profit  to 
anybody  except  the  money-jobbing  men.  That 
is  my  great  objection  to  this  Bill,  and  I  hold 
that,  as  honest  men,  we  ought  not  to  ignose^ 
that  consideration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES.  — Sir,  before  the 
debate  closes  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words 
with  regard  to  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
I  should  like  first  to  address  mvself  to  some 
remarks  made  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Miller,  who  moved  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second* 
time  this  day  six  months.  My  honourable 
friend  made  a  most  lugubrious  speech,  which 
filled  me  with  the  deepest  feelings  of  depressioA. 
He  will  pardon  me  perhaps  if  I  allude  to  the 
fact  that  some  years  ago  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  a  colleague  of  his  in  the  Government,  and 
I  know  that  then  his  ideas  on  such  subject^ 
were  remarkably  different  from  those  he  has  ex- 
pressed to-day.  In  those  days,  instead  of  look- 
ing on  questions  affecting  the  progress  of  the 
colony,  such  as  public  works  of  importance^ 
with  suspicion  and  alarm,  and  styhng  them 
speculations  unworthy  of  being  introduced  by 
the  members  of  the  Government,  my  honour* 
able  friend,  if  I  remember  rightly,  was  in  favoui 
of  those  works.  His  arguments  then  were  on 
the  other  side,  and  very  different :  and  then, 
when  we  were  met  with  all  we  have  heard 
to-day  and  a  great  deal  more ;  when  leading, 
statesmen — who  are  now  enjoying  their  well- 
earned  reputation  at  Home — actually  stated  in 
another  place  that  they  would  pack  up  theiz 
carpetbags  and  go  out  of  the  colony  if  the 
works  were  proceeded  with,  because  ruin  would 
stare  the  colony  in  the  face — I  think  then 
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toy  hononrable  friend  held  different  views  from 
those  that  we  have  heard  from  him  to-day. 
Mv  honourable  friend  made  a  most  unhappy 
allusion,  I  think,  to  the  work  of  the  tunnel 
through  the  Lyttelton  hills.  I  remember  the 
commencement  of  that  work,  and  I  well  re- 
member when  the  late  Mr.  Moqrhouse,  who 
was  actively  engaged  in  pushing  it  through, 
and  worked  at  it  for  many  years,  used  to  say 
that  he  had  all  the  talent  of  the  place  against 
him.  And  so  he  had.  All  the  talent  of  Can- 
terbury was  against  him,  and  it  was  said  the 
tunnel  was  to  ruin  Canterbury ;  it  was  to  bring 
ruin  to  Canterbury,  and  involve  our  descend- 
ants in  unheard-of  liabilities.  But  what  did 
the  tunnel  do  for  Canterbury?  It  made  the 
whole  line  of  railway,  I  may  say,  from  Lyttelt6n 
to  Port  Chalmers,  for,  without  it,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  carry  the  traffic.  What  do 
we  see  now?  The  returns  of  that  line  are 
from  £55,000  to  £70,000  a  month.  But,  more 
than  that,  it  has  enabled  the  whole  stretch  of 
that  country  to  be  populated  with  fanners,  who, 
though  not  very  thriving  just  now,  will  yet  be 
thriving,  and  who  will  leave  to  their  children 
a  splendid  inheritance.  All  the  arguments  we 
have  heard  to-day  were  used  at  the  commence- 
ment of  what  is  known  as  the  immigration  and 
public  works  policy.  They  were  all  threshed 
(Sat  then  over  and  over  again.  It  used  to  be 
fi^id  the  whole  colony  was  to  be  ruined.  But 
what  do  we  see  now?  From  the  date  of  the 
commencement  of  that  policy  In  1871  or  1872 
the  population  has  increased  threefold ;  and,  in 
Spite  of  three  seasons  of  great  drawbacks,  when 
Nature  has  been  very  unkind  to  the  farmer,  when 
money  has  been  dear,  and  prices  of  our  chief 
products  have  steadily  fallen,  we  are  a  long  way 
from  ruin  yet.  The  scheme  we  are  now  asked  to 
sanction  is  one  of  exactly  the  same  nature  as 
that  about  which  such  gloomy  predictions  were 
made.  There  are  a  hundred  thousand  hard- 
working, industrious,  intelligent  men  on  one 
Side  of  the  Island.  On  the  other  side  there  are 
twenty  thousand  still  left,  in  spite  of  there 
being  no  means  of  communication  with  the 
(Jpposite  side.  I  ask  the  Council  to  read  this 
Bill  a  second  time,  because,  if  this  work  is  car- 
ried out,  exactly  the  same  results  will  follow  in 
the  course  of  time  as  have  followed  the  con- 
struction of  the  tunnel  through  the  hills  of 
Lyttelton  and  the  railway  from  Lyttelton  to 
Fort  Chalmers.  We  have  on  the  one  side  of 
the  Island  a  large  population  of  food-producers 
seeking  markets  for  their  produce,  and  there  is 
known  beyond  a  doubt  to  be  on  the  other  side 
a  large  area  of  comparatively  unprospected  and 
miknown  mineral  country,  which  will  support 
a  large,  an  increasingly  large,  working  popu- 
lation. A  population  of  a  hundred  thousand 
industrious,  hard-working,  enterprising  people 
On  the  east  side  of  the  range  is  asking  to  be 
connected,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce,  with 
a  population  on  the  other  side  of  the  range, 
which,  though  now  unfortunately  reduced  to 
about  twenty-four  thousand,  is  capable,  from 
the  undeveloped  resources  of  that  district,  of 
being  augmented,  by  the  aid  of  this  railway 
communication,  to  considerably  over  what  it 
Eon,  Mr,  Beeves 


was  in  the  flush  of  the  ^old  fields.  It  appears 
to  me  that  an  opportunity  has  now  arrived  foz 
doing  so  under  the  most  favourable  circum- 
stances. We  are  told,  and,  I  believe,  upon  good 
foundation,  that  a  company  of  English  capital- 
ists is  prepared  to  find  the  money  for  this 
railway,  in  return  for  certain  privileges  to  be 
granted.  If  we  look  at  the  neighbouring  colo- 
nies we  see  that  the  example  which  was  set 
by  this  colony  some  ten  years  ago  has  been 
followed  with  increasing  vigour  over  since.  In 
this  very  evening's  paper  I  see  that,  owing  to 
the  large  amount  of  unemployed  capital  in 
England,  it  is  stated  that  the  last  New  South 
Wales  loan  is  being  paid  up  largely  under 
discount.  The  Legislative  Assembly  in  New 
South  Wales,  ready  to  take  advantage  of  these 
circumstances,  voted  only  yesterday  supple- 
mentary estimates  for  public  works  to  tbe 
amount  of  £1,000,000.  And,  turning  to  another 
colony — Western  Australia — ^we  find,  from  the 
same  paper,  that  a  London  syndicate  is  prepared 
to  execute  a  railway  from  some  place  named 
Bangaree  to  some  other  unknown  place.  Why 
shoi:Qd  we  colonists  of  New  Zealand,  the  pos- 
sessors of  perhaps  the  most  favoured  colony  in 
the  whole  world,  hesitate  to  avail  ourselves  of 
such  opportunities,  when  a  colony  like  Western 
Australia  is  only  too  happy  to  do  so,  and  when 
the  larger  colonies  of  Australia  are  eager  to 
make  railways  to  open  up  their  count^?  I 
think  we  should  be  falling  in  our  duty  to  this 
colony  and  to  our  fellow-colonists  if  we  hesi- 
tated for  one  moment  to  do  all  that  is  in  our 
power  to  avail  ourselves  of  these  opportunities. 
So  far  from  agreeing  with  my  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Richmond  on  the  question  of  this  system 
of  making  our  railways  through  the  aid  of 
syndicates,  and  on  a  system  of  land  grants,  I 
believe  most  thoroughly  that  this  colony  has 
made  a  fatal  mistake  in  not  from  the  very  first 
adopting  that  system.  What  is  it  that  we 
want  before  everything  in  this  colony  ?  Capital 
and  labour.  And  what  more  likely  way  can 
we  find  of  introducing  capital  and  labour  than 
by  this  process?  If  a  company  undertake  to 
make  this  railway  on  these  terms,  is  it  likely 
that  they  will  allow  their  lands  to  remain  idle  ? 
It  is  of  first  necessity  for  them  to  introduce 
population  and  to  settle  it  upon  the  land.  If 
we  look  to  a  much  larger  country,  and  one  that 
has  carried  out  its  system  of  railway-making 
with  astonishing  rapidity,  what  do  we  find? 
The  United  States  from  first  to  last  has  made 
its  railways  on  this  principle,  and  made  them 
most  successfully,  and  it  has  settled  the  coun- 
try at  the  same  time  that  it  made  its  raUways. 
I  confess  that  I  feel  astonished  when  I  find  the 
proposition  received  by  honourable  members  in 
this  Council,  with  a  few  exceptions,  with  alaixn 
and  suspicion.  To  me  it  seems  an  opportuni^ 
that  we  should  gladly  avail  ourselves  of,  and 
do  our  utmost  to  bring  to  a  successful  issue. 
We  are  told — and  I  am  informed  this  is  one 
of  the  main  objections  to  this  proposal — that  it 
will  in  the  end  involve  us  in  unknown  liabili- 
ties, which  will  last  through  our  lifetime  and 
descend  to  our  children.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Millox, 
who,  I  am  sorzy  to  say,  is  not  in  his  place,  waa 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.]      East  and  West  Coast       [COUNCIL.]      and  Nelson  Bailway  Bill.      18 


Tery  eloquent  on  this  subject,  and  adduced  the 
case  of  Messrs.  Brogden  as  an  instance  in  point. 
I  read  that  case  from  an  entirely  opposite  point 
of  view,  and  it  brings  me  to  an  entirely  oppo- 
site conclusion.  I  was  one  of  those  who  took 
a  part  in  framing  the  Act  alluded  to  by  my 
honourable  friend,  and  had  several  interviews 
^th  the  Judges  on  the  subject.  That  Act  was 
framed  so  as  to  make  it  as  binding  as  pos- 
sible, and  it  had  the  effect  which  was  desired. 
But  what  I  would  point  out  as  the  real  dif- 
ference—  and  this  is  a  point  that  has  never 
been  alluded  to,  so  far  as  I  am  aware-^is  this : 
We  are  told  that  the  same  result  which  fol- 
lowed—  the  result  which  is  now  before  the 
Parliament  in  the  case  of  the  District  Bail- 
wajrs  Act — will  be  sure  to  follow  here.  I  see 
no  analogy  in  the  cases  at  all.  What  is  the 
history  of  the  pressure  that  is  brought  to  bear 
under  the  District  Railways  Act  ?  That  pres- 
sure owes  its  strength  to  the  fact  that  the  set- 
tlers are  colonists  who  possess  political  power, 
and  that  the  disappointed  capitalists — the  un- 
fortunate capitalists,  who  find  themselves  now 
in  rather  an  unpleasant  position — are  possessed 
of  equal,  if  not  a  greater  amount  of,  political 
power.  If  we  were  dealing  with  a  foreign  com- 
pany, that  element  would  not  enter  into  our 
consideration.  The  pressure  that  they  will 
be  able  to  bring  to  bear  will  be  nothing  more 
than  enough  to  obtain  that  justice  which  I 
am  sure,  this  colony  will  never  refuse  to  any 
company  or  any  individual  who  may  advance 
money  for  public  works  under  the  safeguard 
of  the  laws  of  the  colony.  I  think  that  dis- 
poses of  the  question,  entirely.  I  shall  not 
take  up  the  time  of  this  Council ;  I  shall  not 
follow  the  example  of  some  honourable  mem- 
bers, and  enter  into  a  discussion  upon  the 
different  clauses  of  the  Bill.  We  are  now,  I 
assume,  discussing  the  question  whether  it 
shall  be  read  a  second  time.  An  opportunity 
will  be  offered  to  go  into  these  clauses  minutely 
and  severally,  and  I  shall  reserve  what  I  have 
to  say  on  these  questions  for  that  occasion. 
All  I  would  urge  now  upon  the  Council  Is 
this:  Although  honourable  members  are  not 
directly  responsible  to  the  people  of  the  colony, 
they  feel,  I  %m  sure,  as  earnestly  desirous  to 
do  justice  to  all  parts  of  the  colony  as  if  they 
occupied  a  different  position.  Well,  there  are, 
as  I  have  said,  a  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
of  the  people  of  this  colony  who  are,  almost 
entirely,  ardently  desirous  that  this  great  work 
should  be  done.  They  have  toiled  and  laboured 
in  obtaining  information ;  they  have  done  every- 
thing that  men  could  do  to  prepare  the  way  for 
this  work.  They  include  amongst  tSiom  some 
of  the  most  able  business  menx>n  both  sides  of 
the  range ;  and  their  opinions  are,  I  humbly 
submit,  entitled  to  grave  consideration.  I 
would  ask  this  Council,  in  thei;  interest,  not 
to  obstruct  this  measure,  but  to  give  it  a 
second  reading  now;  and,  further  than  that, 
not  to  strangle  it  hereafter  in  Committee.  I 
would  also  ask,  in  the  name  of  my  honourable 
friend  who  is  absent,  who  has  declared  himself 
to  b©  ardently — most  ardently — attached  to 
Contttbury,  that  they  will  save  him  from  him- 


self, and  not  allow  his  name  to  go  down  to 
posterity  as  the  mover  of  the  motion  which 
strangled  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  I  think  the 
Council  has  listened  with  very  great  pleasure 
to  the  speech  which  has  been  delivered  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  has  reason  to 
congratulate  itself  upon  the  accession  to  its 
numbers  of  a  gentleman  possessing  large  colo- 
nial experience,  great  political  knowledge,  and» 
as  we  have  seen,  a  capacity  of  defending  in 
this  Council  with  ability  and  eloquence  any 
cause  which  he  takes  up.  But  I  think  that 
his  friends,  amongst  whom  I  venture  to  num- 
ber myself,  have  cause  to  regret  that,  as  an 
oratorical  debutant  in  this  Council,  he  was 
not  more  fortunate  in  his  theme.  The 
honourable  gentleman  stormed  the  position — 
the  strong  position  —  which  my  honourable 
friend  who  has  moved  the  amendment  to  this 
resolution  took  up  on  this  question,  by  point- 
ing to  what  had  occurred  in  the  early  days  of 
the  colony,  when  the  railway  system  in  Can* 
terbury  was  about  being  initiated;  and  h^ 
pointed,  as  a  warning  to  the  opponents  of  this 
measure,  to  the  obloquy  which  subsequent 
events  have  caused  to  fall  upon  the  wise  men 
of  that  day,  as  they  thought  themselves,  who 
put  themselves  in  opposition  -to  the  making 
of  the  tunnel  which  now  forms  part  of  the 
Canterbury  railways.  But  to  make  a  compari- 
son between  the  two  projects  is  hardly  fair, 
tfie  conditions  are  so  extremely  dissimilar. 
The  making  of  a  tunnel  through  the  Port  Hills, 
to  give  the  people  of  Christchurch  and  of  tho 
whole  Province  of  Canterbury  access  to  the 
only  port  within  their  limits,  was  a  project 
of  an  extremely  different  character  from  that 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Canterbury  are  now 
urging  us  to  sanction  —  that  of  giving  them 
access  to  a  population  not  of  twenty -four 
thousand,  as  my  honourable  friend  says,  ott 
the  West  Coast,  but,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  tO 
a  population  very  much  smaller  than  that^ 
Sir,  a  few  words  will  bo  sufficient  to  enable 
me  to  explain  the  course  which  I  intend 
to  take  on  this  occasion.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  I  find  myself  obliged  to  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  By  temperament 
and  habit  I  am  a  supporter  of  authority,  and, 
having  been  in  a  similar  position  to  that  whiob 
my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary 
now  occupies,  I  have  suffered  to  some  extent 
official  affliction,  and  have  learned  mercy.  It 
is  therefore  always  with  regret  that  I  am 
obliged  to  put  myself  in  opposition  to  any 
Government,  and  my  own  personal  leaning  on 
this  occasion  would  be,  if  it  were  possible,  to 
give  my  voice  with  the  honourable  gentlemen 
on  the  Government  benches.  But  I  am  not 
able  to  do  that.  I  hpld  strongly  to  the  opinion, 
which  I  have  constantly  expressed  in  this- 
Council  of  late,  that,  where  a  line  of  railway 
is  required,  or  any  public  work  of  that  kind, 
which  imposes  a  charge  upon  the  people,  the 
making  of  that  line,  and  the  management  of 
it  when  made,  ought  to  rest  absolutely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  the  representatives 
of  the  people.     I  hold  that  every  departure 
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trom  that  policy,  which  was  the  fundaxnentaJ 
policy  of  1870,  will  be  attended  with  such  con- 
sequences as  those  which  have  come  upon  us 
with  respect  to  the  District  Railways  Act.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  question  of  time, 
■and  of  only  a  short  time,  when  we  shall  be 
in  exactly  the  same  position  with  regard  to 
works  which  have  already  been  partially  con- 
structed under  the  Railways  Construction  and 
Land  Act.  Besides  that  general  objection,  I 
have  this  objection  to  the  scheme :  that  it  will 
not  pay.  The  reports  of  the  Commissioners  who 
were  specially  appointed  to  investigate  this 
line  aro  conclusive  on  that  point :  they  declare 
that,  even  under  the  most  favourable  circum- 
stances, there  is  no  chance  that  a  line  to  the 
West  Coast  can  by  any  possibility  be  made  to  pay 
in  a  less  period  than  ten  years.  Now,  before  a 
work  of  this  kind  is  undertaken  there  should 
he  shown  some  strong  reason  for  it,  and  I  am 
tmable  to  find,  after  the  most  careful  atten- 
tion I  have  given  to  this  measure,  any  sound 
xeason  why  the  colony  should  enter  upon  a 
Speculation  of  the  kind.  Whatever  we  may 
say  or  whatever  we  may  think,  from  any  point 
-of  view  I  look  upon  it  as  inevitable  that  in  the 
xsourse  of  time — and  not  a  very  long  time — the 
€olony  will,  if  the  work  is  carried  out,  be  called 
upon  to  take  it  over;  and  it  will  do  so.  Certain 
inducements  to  undertake  this  work  have  been 
offered,  by  an  Act  now  upon  the  Statute  Book, 
to  this  or  any  other  company  for  a  number  of 
years  past.  The  inducement,  it  is  quite  clear,, 
was  not  good  enough — 30  per  cent,  of  expen- 
-diture  at  £5,000  per  mile  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railway  was  not  enough.  We 
«j:e  therefore  asked  to  authorize  the  invest- 
ment of  colonial  property  in  an  enterprise 
which  will  not  pay,  and  to  give  50  per  cent, 
in  value  of  the  property  of  the  colony  upon 
«n  expenditure  which  is  practically  without 
limit ;  and,  in  addition,  to  give  up  the  royalties 
upon  coal  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
railway,  and  to  guarantee  the  undertakers  of 
this  enterprise  against  a  loss  which  may  amount 
to  £40,000  a  yesur,  under  this  particular  5th 
-clause,  which  has  been  the  object  of  so  much 
discussion.  Now,  all  that  is  to  be  done  for  the 
purpose  of  having  what  I  call  an  unproductive 
work ;  and  I  think  the  colony  is  asked  to  make 
too  great  a  sacrifice.  If  the  naked  proposition 
were  put  to  this  Assembly  and  to  the  people  of 
this  colony  to  spend  two  millions  of  borrowed 
money  on  the  making  of  this  line,  we  all  know 
what  the  answer  would  be  from  the  Legislature, 
and  what  the  answer  would  be,  with  infinitely 

rater  emphasis,  from  the  people  of  the  colony, 
would  be  the  emphatic  pronouncement, 
Ko.  And,  Sir,  the  Public  Works  Department, 
with  the  resources  of  the  colony,  with  cheap 
money,  with  an  establishment  of  engineers 
and  all  the  machlneiy  of  office  to  boot,  could 
do  that  work  very  much  more  cheaply  and 
better  than  it  could  possibly  be  done  by  any 
organization  of  the  kind  which  under  this  Bill 
oould  possibly  be  provided.  We  are  not  content 
with  one  great  work  on  the  West  Coast  at  pre- 
sent, for,  while  we  propose  to  induce  English 
capitalists  to  subscribe  money  and  to  under- 
Ifon.  Dr.  Pollen 


take  the  construction  of  a  line  the  prinolpal 
revenue  from  which  it  is  admitted  must  arise 
from  the  carriage  of  coal,  we  are  at  the  same 
moment  invited  to  sanction  the  expenditure  of 
nearly  half  a  million  of  money  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  coals  being  carried  from  the  dis- 
trict in  any  other  way  than  by  sea.  It  has 
been  stated,  upon  authority  which  I  am  sure 
no  one  will  be  able  successfully  to  controvert* 
that,  on  the  Harbour  of  Westport,  on  the  West 
Coast,  being  made  accessible  to  vessels  which 
would  be  able  to  carry  1,200  or  1,500  tons  of 
coal,  the  freight  of  coal  between  Westport  and 
Lyttelton  would  not  cost  more  than  3s.  per 
ton ;  and  the  probability  of  the  carriage  of  sJl 
coaJ  by  sea,  which  is  increased  if  the  aid  that 
is  proposed  is  given  to  the  harbour  works  at 
Westport,  settles,  I  think,  the  question  of  the 
advisability  of  this  railway-line  altogether.  No 
coal  could  possibly  be  carried  on  this  line,  and 
where  the  profit  is  to  come  from  after  tibat 
source  of  revenue  has  been  withdrawn  I  have 
not  been  able  to  elicit.  I  think,  as  I  have  said, 
that  it  will  be  found,  after  a  great  deal  of  money 
and  labour  has  been  wasted  in  the  construction 
of  the  line,  after  a  great  deal  of  public  property 
— seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  public  land — has  been  alienated,  we 
shall  be  in  the  end  forced  to  submit  to  tlie 
loss  of  that  public  property,  and  to  take  charge 
of  and  work  the  railway,  and,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act, 'to  reimburse  the  syndicate, 
the  promoters  of  the  scheme,  for  their  outlay 
upon  it.  That  is  a  prospect  which  I,  for  one, 
cannot  look  on  with  satisfaction.  I  cannot, 
and  I  would  not,  for  a  moment  in  this  Council 
give  my  vote  to  sanction  such  a  project.  We 
have  been  told  that  this  railway  will  cost  the 
colony  nothing.  I  have  shown  that  it  must 
cost  the  colony  £750,000  in  land,  besides  the 
loss  in  working  the  railway.  But,  Sir,  we  must 
remember  that  the  lands  of  the  colony,  and 
the  property  of  the  colony  of  every  kind,  are 
already  pledged  as  security  to  the  public  cre- 
ditor, and  that,  in  thus  dealing  with  property 
that  does  not  of  right  belong  to  us, — m  so 
investing  it  in  an  enterprise  which  can  by 
no  possibility,  to  my  mind,  be  of  a  reproduc- 
tive character,  —  we  should  be  incurring  the 
same  kind  of  blame  and  doing  the  same  kind 
of  wrong  which  a  fraudulent  trader  does  who 
deals  dishonestly  with  his  creditors'  property. 
And  the  blame  would  be  just.  I  understand 
no  difference  in  morals  between  the  mass  and 
the  individual  in  a  case  of  that  kind.  I  have 
heard  it  said  by  honourable  gentlemen  oppo- 
site that  if  a  certain  clause  of  this  Bill  were 
erased  they  would  not  make  any  objection  to 
the  Bill  passing  its  second  reading.  But  the 
kernel  of  the  Bill  may  be  in  that  clause.  Erase 
it  and  the  Bill  may  become  a  sham.  It  ought 
to  be  understood  that  in  erasing  or  in  consent- 
ing to  the  erasure  of  a  clause  of  this  kind  tiiey 
would  simply  make  the  Bill  a  sham.  I  do  not 
believe  in  shams,  and  I  therefore  believe  that 
this  Bill  ought  not  to  pass;  and  I  shall  record 
my  vote  against  it,  for  the  reasons  I  have  ex- 
pressed to  the  Council. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNIOOAT,— Sir,  I  should 
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be  BOXTj  to  be  a  party  to  the  promotion  of  any 
measure  which  wovdd  materially  add  to  the 
heaipy  liabilities  with  which  this  overburdened 
oolony  is  already  afflicted;  I  should  be  sorry 
to  add  any  load  to  shoulders  that  are  already 
staggering  under  their  burdens;  and  I  hope 
I  shall  not  be  open  to  the  chairge  of  incon- 
sistency because  I  am  about  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  measure  now  before 
the  Council.  It  appears  to  me,  Sir,  to  be 
flimplj  this:  an  offer  of  land  to  those  who 
choose  to  accept  the  offer  for  the  construction 
of  a  certain  railway.  It  virtually  says  we  have 
abundant  and  superabundant  land,  and  we  are 
feady  to  give  some  of  that  land  for  the  making 
of  a  railway.  We  incur  no  liabilities  by  the 
measure,  that  I  can  see.  We  make  no  pro- 
mises that  on  a  future  day  will  necesssuily 
throw  great  pecuniary  liabilities  on  the  colony. 
But  there  is  an  objection,  which  to  my  mind  is 
a  very  serious  one  if  true,  and  which  has  been 
more  than  hinted  at  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bichmond 
and  ihe  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen :  that  by  an  Act  of 
this  sort  the  Parliament  renders  itself  liable  to 
a  charge  of  lending  itself  to  an  attempt  to  trtide 
on  the  credulity  of  mankind.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  a  just  objection.  Now,  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Miller  has  said  tnat  Nelson  is  no  part  of  this 
measure.  For  my  part,  I  think  Nelson  is  a 
Tery  important  part  mdeed  of  the  scheme,  and 
I  have  as  much  right  to  tell  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller 
that  the  Eskst  and  West  Coast  Railway  is  no 
part  of  the  measure.  It  is  to  the  Nelson  por- 
tion of  the  measure  that  I  shall  address  the 
few  remarks  I  have  to  offer,  and  I  do  so  with 
a  view  of  showing  that  the  offer  may  be,  and 
probably  is,  a  bond  fide  one,  and  that  it  is  put 
forward  honestly,  and  with  no  view  to  imposing 
<m  the  credulity  of  speculators.  In  the  volume 
of  statutes  of  1868  there  is  an  Act  called  the 
Kelson  and  Cobden  Bailway  Act,  which  was 
Amended  by  an  Act  of  1869.  It  authorized  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Province  of  Nelson  to 
send  an  agent  to  England,  with  authority  to 
offer  10,000  acres  of  land  for  every  mile  of  rail- 
way made  on  that  line.  Now,  that  line  is  very 
ffimilar  in  character  and  partly  identical  in 
loute  with  one  of  the  lines  contemplated  by  the 
Bill  now  before  the  Council,  and,  as  far  as  I 
know,  any  remarks  applying  to  the  character 
of  the  country  through  which  that  line  passes 
would  also  be  applicable  to  the  land  through 
which  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway  passes. 
N^otiations  were  entered  into  by  the  Super- 
intendent's agent,  after  some  delay,  in  London, 
with  Mr.  Brogden,  and  they  were  as  nearly 
completed  as  possible:  in  fact,  it  is  generally 
understood  and  believed  that  the  negotiations 
would  have  been  completed,  and  probably  by 
this  time  the  railway  would  have  been  con- 
structed by  Mr.  Brogden,  but  for  the  great 
public  works  scheme  introduced  by  Sir  Julius 
Yogel,  which  included  the  construction  of  a 
line  of  railway  from  one  end  to  the  other  of 
each  of  the  two  Islands.  In  1871  there  was  a 
sum  of  money  voted  for  a  portion  of  this  great 
central  line,  which  would  be  on  one  of  the 
lines  contemplated  by  this  Bill — from  Nelson 
to  Fozhill ;    and  the  Railways  Act  of  1878 


declared  that  it  was  expedient  that  a  trunk 
line  of  railway  through  the  Middle  Island 
should  be  completed,  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose  that  a  railway  to  connect 
the  Nelson  Province  with  the  principal  part 
of  Westland  and  Canterbury  should  be  con- 
structed. So  that  the  Parliament  of  New 
Zealand  in  1873  declared  its  intention  of  con- 
structing a  railway  similar  to  that  which  is 
now  before  the  Council.  Although  there  is  not 
a  large  proportion  of  good  arable  land  along 
the  route,  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  the  very 
best  timber  land,  timber  which  is  of  the  best 
quality  for  making  railway  sleepers.  Iliad  the 
opportunity  the  other  day  of  consulting  one  of 
the  men  engaged  continually  replacing  sleepers 
on  a  line  of  railway  where  they  have  been  ex- 
perimenting with  sleepers.  I  asked  him  which 
timber  lasted  the  longest.  His  answer  was, 
without  hesitation,  "  Black  -  birch."  Now, 
black -birch  is  the  timber  of  this  district. 
There  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres 
covered  with  black-birch.  Although  a  good 
deal  of  the  land  through  which  the  railway 
would  pass  is  very  steep,  hilly,  and  broken,  yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  much  of  it  is  capable  of 
carrying  sheep,  and  considerable  portions  of  it 
will  eventually  form  some  of  the  best  sheep- 
runs  in  the  country.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
gold,  and  the  only  obstacle  to  the  working  of 
it  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  provisions.  It  is 
supposed  a  profit  will  arise  from  the  sale  of 
townships  along  the  line.  It  is  also  believed 
that  the  country  possesses  minerals  of  value ; 
and  there  have  been  discoveries  to  substantiate 
that  belief.  I  think  this  disposes  of  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  soundness,  the  honesty,  and  the 
sufficiency  of  the  offer  on  the  part  of  New 
Zealand.  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill,  hoping  that  it  may  be  made  to  fuUil 
the  object  for  which  it  has  been  proposed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Sir,  it  must  be 
confessed  that  the  demand  which  has  arisen 
for  this  work — I  allude  to  the  principal  work, 
the  E^st  and  West  Coast  Canterbury  line — is 
a  very  difficult  one  for  politicians,  especially 
for  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  guidance 
of  their  fellows,  to  deal  with;  and  no  doubt 
every  person  who  has  felt  a  responsibility 
of  the  sort  will  be  very  glad  to  see  this  diffi- 
culty removed  out  of  our  way.  It  has  been  a 
difficulty  for  some  time,  and  I  confess  that 
unless  we  are  going  to  pass  this  measure  it  will 
still  be  a  difficulty :  so  that,  if  it  can  be  easily 
got  rid  of,  no  doubt  it  would  be  very  convenient 
to  do  so.  I  confess,  for  my  own  part,  that, 
if  I  were  not  constrained  by  a  sense  of  duty,  I 
should  very  gladly  seize  some  opportunity  of 
recording  my  vote  in  a  way  that  would  facili- 
tate the  getting  rid  of  this  demand.  But  I  do 
not  think  that  the  plan  proposed  ought  to  be 
accepted.  I  believe,  in  the  first  instance,  thair 
the  colony  does  not  possess  in  the  district 
through  which  this  line  is  to  go  sufficient  land 
within  the  fifteen-mile  distance  to  endow  the 
work  to  be  undertaken;  and,  that  being  my 
opinion,  I  foresee  large  difficulties  if  once  a 
contract  were  made  with  such  a  syndicate  as 
is  contemplated.     And  then,  if  this  work  can- 
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not  be  made  with  the  land  available,  I  say 
it  ought  not  to  be  mode  at  all.  We  ought 
not  to  peimit  the  selection  of  land  here, 
there,  and  everywhere — land  which  may  pos- 
sibly be  applied  to  a  better  and  more  useful 
undertaking.  The  land  which  is  available  for 
this  line  all  persons  who  have  travelled  over 
from  the  East  to  the  West  Coast  know  to  be 
almost  worthless.  Is  it  to  be  supx>osed  that,  if 
capitalists  at  Home  knew  the  character  of  this 
oountiy — possessing,  no  doubt,  the  most  pic- 
turesque and  beautiful  scenery,  but  scenery 
made  up  of  mountain-tops  and  glaciers,  dense 
forests  divided  by  rocks  and  ravines — any  sane 
capitalist  would  invest  his  money  in  such 
an  undertaking  ?  No  pne  can  suppose  it  for  a 
moment.  But  we  know  how  gullible  investors 
are,  and  we  know  how  easy  it  is  for  persons 
interested  as  promoters  to  so  gloss  over  the 
difficulties  and  misrepresent  the  real  state  of 
things  as  to  induce  people  to  rush  in  even  to 
their  ruin.  It  seems  to  me  that,  if  the  land 
were  good,  and  could  be  made  use  of — if  it 
could  be  rendered  of  such  a  money  value  as 
to  be  used  for  this  purpose — it  ought  not  to  be 
used  for  this  but  for  some  other  purpose.  The 
valuation  of  the  land  is,  according  to  the  Bill, 
to  be  at  its  present  value,  unimproved  by  the 
railway  ;  and,  if  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  land 
worth  £750,000  can  be  got  there  without  the 
railway,  then  I  say  that  we  have  evidence  of 
fertile  lands  in  the  colony  which  are  now 
awaiting  development  by  railways,  and,  suppos- 
ing this  land  can  be  sold  in  the  manner  men- 
tioned, it  ought  to  be  used  for  the  making  of 
such  railways,  and  not  for  tliis.  For  years  to 
come  this  railway  will  be  utterly  and  entirely 
needless.  It  passes  over  country  which  cannot 
be  settled.  The  advantage  claimed  for  it  is 
that  it  will  unite  the  settlers  in  Canterbury 
with  twenty-four  thousand  settlers  on  the  West 
Coast,  and  the  settlers  of  Canterbury  demand 
this  line  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  their 
business  relations  in  that  direction.  That  I 
believe  to  be  the  sole  reason  for  the  demand 
which  has  arisen  in  Canterbury.  They  be- 
lieve they  will  have  a  larger  market  opened  to 
them  by  the  construction  of  this  line.  But, 
as  has  been  pointed  out  to  the  Council,  the 
traffic  will  be  entirely  a  terminal  one.  It  will 
go  from  one  end  to  the  other  without  stop- 
ping at  any  intermediate  places;  there  will 
be  no  intermediate  places  which  will  demand 
that  goods  should  be  delivered ;  and  is  it  wise 
or  just  that -we  should  sanction  so  expensive 
an  undertaking  as  this,  merely  for  the  sake  of 
connecting  two  places  which  are  already  con- 
nected by  the  surrounding  sea?  The  com- 
munication by  sea  is  quite  perfect,  and  every- 
body Who  has  examined  the  subject  knows 
that  the  sea  will  always  beat  in  cheapness  rail- 
way communication.  I  have  for  a  number 
of  years  taken  a  great  interest  in  railway 
matters,  and  I  know  that  the  English  rail- 
way-experts have  for  the  last  ten  years 
been  preeCching  to  railway  shareholders  that 
they  will  never  secure  satisfactory  dividends 
until  their  railways  abandon  this  useless  coal 
traffic  into  which  they  have  gone  of  lat«.  The 
Bon.  Mr.  Olivet 


railways  at  Home  have  been  developing  a 
mineral  traffic.  They  have  been  stifling  the 
canal  traffic,  and  competing  with  the  sea 
traffic  in  coal  and  other  minerals;  and  the 
result  is  that,  year  by  year,  the  dividends 
from  the  railways  are  growing  less  and  less. 
Honourable  members  who  have  informed 
themselves  on  this  subject  will  know  that  what 
I  say  is  the  truth  —  that,  as  the  mineral 
traffic  has  been  developed  on  the  English  rail- 
ways, so  the  dividends  have  come  down;  and 
so,  what  expectation  can  we  have  of  a  mineral 
traffic  paying  over  such  curves  and  grades  a9 
will  have  to  be  adopted  for  this  line?  It  ha<( 
been  pointed  out  by  several  sx>eakers  that  there 
is  no  just  expectation  of  a  mineral  traffic  pay- 
ing at  all.  It  is  possible  that  the  mineral 
traffic  on  our  lines  now  open  does  not  pay  us* 
On  some  sections  I  believe  that  to  be  true; 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  a  mineral  traffic  on. 
this  proposed  railway — ^if  it  ever  exists,  which 
I  doubt — cannot  pay.  I  doubt  if  a  coal  traffic 
will  come  into  existence  even  i^  the  line  is 
formed ;  for  I  do  not  believe  the  railway  will 
be  able  to  compete  with  the  sea  traffic,  sup* 
posing  the  harbours  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island  are  improved.  Even  now,  with 
a  slight  expenditure  at  Greymouth,  the  ba£ 
there  has  been  so  much  deepened  that  it  is 
quite  easy  to  get  in  and  out  of  that  harbour  with 
ships  of  moderate  size.  I  believe  that  no  rail* 
way  could  beat  those  ships  at  the  present  time, 
even  without  further  improvement  of  the  Grey* 
mouth  Harbour.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
expectation  of  freights  being  reduced  to  8s» 
per  ton,  as  has  been  suggested  by  one  honours- 
able  gentleman,  will  ever  be  realized ;  but  I  am 
quite  sure  that,  if  ships  of  eight  hundred  tons 
can  go  out  of  the  yVest  Coast  harbours,  the 
freight  will  be  so  much  reduced  on  coal  thai 
there  will  be  no  possibility  of  any  railway 
competing  with  that  mode  of  carriage.  There 
is  another  reason,  I  think,  why  we  should 
not  adopt  this  proposal.  It  has  been  acknow* 
lodged,  from  the  beginning  of  the  public  works 
and  immigration  policy,  that  it  is  necessary 
to  penetrate  the  Liiddle  Island  with  a  main 
trunk  line  north  and  south  ;  and  one  wondecs 
to  find  such  a  proposal  as  this  emanating  from 
the  principal  members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. Sir  Julius  Vogel,  four  or  five  years  ago, 
wrote  a  memorable  letter  to  Mr.  Oswald  Curtis* 
In  it  ho  threw  great  blame  on  the  Government 
of  New  Zealand  for  not  continuously  prose- 
cuting and  effectually  carrying  out  the  plan 
which,  he  said,  was  essential  to  our  prosperity 
—  namely,  this  iiain  trunk  railway  north  and 
south  of  the  Middle  Island.  And  it  is  quite 
clear  that,  if  the  line  contemplated  in  this 
Bill  is  constructed,  we  must  abandon  all  hope, 
or  expectation,  or  desire  to  have  that  main 
trunk  line  continued  northward rfto  Blenheim 
and  Picton.  But  the  Bill  itself  isjvery  de- 
fective. Clause  5,  which  has  been  objected  to 
by  so  many  honourable  members,  if  adopted* 
would,  it  seems  to  me,  place  us  absolutely  in 
this  position :  that  the  Govemmentjwould  con- 
tract with  the  promoters  or  syndicate  under- 
taking this  matter  to  carry  on  the^working  ot 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.]       Easi  and  West  Coast      [COUNCIL.]       and  Nelson  Bailway  Bill      17 


this  railway — to  work  the  railway,  whatever 
mil^t  be  the  results  of  it  financially,  whether 
it  paid  or  whether  there  was  a  loss  from  month 
to  month  and  year  to  year.  I  have  no  doubt 
—  trom  the  method  of  the  introduction  of 
that  clause — that  it  is  the  full  intention  of  the 
Government,  if  the  Bill  is  passed,  to  do  that. 
I  say  we  cannot  afford  that.  We  are  in  such 
a  position  at  present  that,  if  we  have  any 
energies  to  spare,  we  ought  to  devote  them  to 
works  which  are  more  properly  called  for,  more 
useful,  and  more  likely  to  be  reproductive. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  pointed  out 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  miners  on  the 
West  Coast  are  now  labouring.  He  said  that 
the  country  was  so  difficult  that  they  could 
hardly  find  themselves  in  provisions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  beg  the 
honourable  gentleman's  pardon.  I  did  not 
say  anything  of  the  kind.  I  did  not  say  they 
could  not  live  there,  a&d  could  not  supply 
themselves  with  provisions. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.  — My  hearing  of 
what  the  honourable  gentlomaji  said — and  I 
think  I  shall  be  confirmed  by  other  honour- 
able members — ^was  this :  He  pointed  out  the 
character  of  the  country  as  being  such  as  to 
make  it  extremely  difficult  for  the  miners  to 
obtain  their  food  there. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— It  was,  "The 
miners  cannot  subsist  except  at  great  expense." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— Well,  that  of  it- 
self proves  the  character  of  the  country.  The 
Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  says  we  are  not 
responsible  for  what  speculators  may  do.  Well, 
we  are  not ;  and,  as  he  says,  the  promoters  of 
such  undertakings  may  generally  be  trusted  to 
look  after  their  own  interests :  but  it  is  not 
supposed  for  one  moment  that  the  persons  who 
undertake  this  work  are  the  persons  who  will 
carry  it  through,  or  that  they  intend  to  embark 
any  large  amount  of  their  own  capital  in  it. 
On  the  contrary,  these  are  the  men  who  hope 
to  get  some  profit  by  inducing  other  persons  to 
invest  their  money  in  the  company's  shares  or 
debentures ;  and  then  shall  we  not  be  affected, 
by  getting  a  character  in  London,  the  money- 
market  of  Europe,  of  being  a  place  where  so 
much  money  is  sunk,  as  it  probably  wUl  be  by 
the  shareholders  in  such  a  line  as  this  ?  We 
shall  share  in  the  disgrace  of  having  held  out 
hoi)e8  which  were  not  realized.  We  should 
by-and-by  bo  an  offence  in  the  nostrils  of  per- 
sons who  are  looking  out  for  investments.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Reeves — whose  presence  amongst  us 
I  am  sure  I  welcome,  and  whose  speech  I 
very  much  admired — endeavoured  to  make  a 
comparison  between  the  prediction  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Miller  with  regard  to  the  future  of  this 
line  and  the  apprehensions  of  some  Canter- 
bory  people  when  the  late  Mr.  Moorhouse 
proposed  to  make  the  tunnel  through  the  Lyt- 
telton  hills.  But  what  a  contrast  there  is 
between  the  two  works  I  In  the  one  case  there 
were  the  Canterbury  Plains,  rich,  level  plains, 
only  Plaiting  to  bo  developed ;  there  was  a 
city  settled  by  a  numerous  x>opnlation,  eager 
for  enterprise,  and  having  a  knowledge  of  the 
land  which  was  to  be  developed.    That  was 


the  prospect  held  out  by  the  piercing  of  the- 
tuimel — namely,  the  development  of  that  beau- 
tiful country,  and  the  making  of  a  nation. 
What  do  we  find  where  it  is  proposed  to  carry 
out  this  scheme  ?  A  series  of  mountain-ranges 
leading  to  a  place  which  no  doubt  has  proved 
rich  in  gold,  and  as  to  which  large  expecta- 
tions  have  been  entertained  for  years,  but  which 
expectations  have  not  been  realized.  Every 
visitor  to  the  West  Coast,  looking  at  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  has  expected  to  hear  of 
some  discovery  of  rich  metal  of  some  kind  or 
other.  He  has  expected  that  a  discovery  of  all 
sorts  of  the  richer  metals,  such  as  gold  and 
silver,  and  of  the  useful  metals,  as  copper, 
tin,  and  lead,  may  be.announced  any  day ;  but 
so  far  these  expectations  have  not  been  ful- 
filled. We  have  got  nothing  from  that  district 
hitherto  but  gold,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is 
not  found  so  plentifully  to-day  as  it  was  ten 
years  ago.  That  is  the  contrast  which  I  would 
draw  between  the  two  undertakings.  Then,  I 
want  to  refer  for  a  moment  to  another  incon- 
sistency of  the  Government.  The  Government 
has  at  its  head  a  gentleman  who  has  identified 
himself  with  certain  very  definite  views  in  re- 
gard to  the  land  and  its  occupation,  and  he  has 
advocated  that  the  State  should  be  the  owner 
of  the  land,  and  that  it  should  not  part  with 
its  ownership,  but  rather  cling  to  it,  and  sub- 
stitute for  the  system  of  freehold  a  system  of 
leasing  land.  And  what  do  we  find  here? 
We  fi^d  a  project  for  the  alienation  of  the 
largest  area  of  land  that  has  yet  been  got  rid 
of  in  any  one  transaction.  That  is  a  most  ex- 
traordinary thing,  and  I  leave  it  to  my  honour- 
able friend  opposite,  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
to  show  the  consistency  of  the  Government  in 
making  this  proposal.  Then,  as  to  the  way 
of  dealing  with  the  land :  we  have  taken  great 
trouble  to  establish  a  proper  system  of  settling 
people  on  it  aJid  developing  its  resources  by 
making  roads  to  it,  and  so  on ;  and  now,  if  we 
adopt  this  proposal,  we  shall  be  giving  over  our 
proper  functions  as  organizers  of  settlement 
to  an  irresponsible  company,  and  we  do  not 
know  what  use  they  ^ill  make  of  the  land. 
They  probably  will  not  be  so  successful  in 
coping  with  the  difficulty  of  settlement  as  the 
Government  of  the  country.  Then,  what  may 
we  expect  from  the  alienation  of  a  largo  area 
of  auriferous  land?  All  sorts  of  complica- 
tions and  difficulties  have  -already  arisen  in 
connection  with  this.  We  have  had  some 
warning  of  the  difficulty  of  making  a  proper 
arrangement  for  the  working  of  auriferous  land 
with  private  owners,  and  here  we  propose  to  do 
it  on  a  very  large  scale  indeed.  Now  I  shall 
only  devote  a  few  words  to  what  has  already- 
been  mentioned  by  several  speakers — namely ». 
the  undoing  of  a  wrong  system  of  that  kind  with 
one  hand  and  extending  it  with  the  other.. 
We  were  asked  a  few  days  ago  to  give  our  con- 
sent to  the  purchasing  by  the  colony  of  the 
district  railways,  and  one  clause  of  the  Bill  put 
before  us  repealed  the  District  Railways  Act. 
and  its  amendments.  Now  we  are  called  on  to* 
act,  to  a  very  largely-increased  extent)  in  the 
way  which  has  already  been  so  entirely  co«-. 
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demned.  The  estimated  cost  of  these  district 
railways  was  only  £600,000 ;  but  here  we  have 
£1,600,000  for  one  railway,  £1,000,000  for  an- 
other, and  I  do  not  know  how  much  for  some 
railways  in  the  North  Island.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  is  an  inconsistency  which  has  yet  to 
'be  explained.  I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Council  longer,  but  will  conclude  by  say- 
ing that  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  record  my 
vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  should  not  like 
this  debate  to  close  without  saying  a  few  words 
on  the  question.  If  it  were  possible,  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  support  this  Bill  as  brought 
down  by  the  Government.  I  look  upon  it  as 
Vrong  to  give  grounds  even  for  the  idea  that 
there  is  any  spirit  of  party  in  this  Council.  I 
deprecate  that  altogether.  So  far  as  my  feel- 
ing is  concerned  it  would  be  in  favour  of  the 
Bills  of  the  Government,  and  it  is  with  very 
great  regret  that  I  have  been  compelled  to 
make  up  my  mind  that  I  cannot  support  this 
Bill,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  my  duty 
to  oppose  it  altogether.  I  shall  very  shortly 
give  my  reasons  for  that.  I  will  not  go  over 
the  ground  that  has  been  taken  up  by  previous 
speakers  ;  but  I  will  state,  as  shortly  as  I  can, 
that  the  real  objection,  to  my  mind,  to  the 
course  proposed  is  that,  when  there  is  only  a 
limited  amount  of  land  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government,  we  should  give  over  to  no  com- 
pany whatever  so  large  an  area  as  is  proposed 
by  this  Bill.  That  question  is  not  answered  at 
all  by  saying  that  the  land  now  is  not  avail- 
able, and  that  it  had  better  be  got  rid  of  to 
make  it  available.  I  have  a  strong  idea  that 
no  land  ought  to  bo  given  away  in  any  sense 
'at  all,  and  giving  so  large  a  quantity  as  is 
proposed  to  any  corporation  will  undoubtedly 
put  that  corporation  in  the  position  of  having  a 
large  influence,  which  I  say  the  Government 
ought  to  retain  itself.  It  cannot  be  otherwise. 
From  all  I  can  learn,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is 
at  all  probable  that  any  action  will  be  taken  on 
this  Bill.  The  Hon.  Mt.  Reeves  said  it  was 
understood  that  there  were  two  companies  pre- 
pared to  take  up  this  scheme.  But  no  one  has 
been  bold  enough  to  mention  any  company  at 
all.  We  hear  a  lot  of  talk  about  syndicates 
and  companies;  but  we  do  not  know  who 
they  are,  and  I  do  not  think,  from  all  I  can 
'learn,  that  there  is  any  one  prepared  to  take 
any  action  at  all  on  this  Bill,  if  it  is  passed. 
But  that  does  not  remove  my  objection  to  pass- 
ing the  Bill,  because  I  look  upon  it  that  by 
passing  it  we  shall  lower  our  credit  by  having 
passed  a  Bill  for  the  mere  purpose  of  inviting 
speculation,  or,  rather,  making  an  attempt  to 
get  capital  without  any  prospect  of  profit  to 
those  who  supply  that  capital.  We  Imow  the 
avidity  there  is  for  land  in  this  colony,  and  if 
the  land  proposed  to  be  given  to  this  company 
were  at  all  fit  for  settlement  there  would  be  a 
^reat  demand  for  it  already.  There  is  no  such 
demand  for  it  at  all,  nor  do  I  think  it  is  worth 
the  minimum  price  fixed  by  this  Bill.  But  I 
do  object  to  passing  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  which 
I  look  upon  as  tending  to  favour  speculation. 
I  know  there  is  a  class  of  persons  who  think 
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that,  if  the  colony  can  only  attract  capital,  no 
matter  from  where,  even  if  no  return  is  got  for 
it,  it  is  a  good  thing  for  the  colony.  I  belong 
to  a  difierent  school.  I  do  not  believe  that, 
in  the  end,  a  country  derives  any  benefit  from 
money  brought  into  it  on  which  there  is  not  a 
fair  return.  My  honourable  friend  Sir  George 
Whitmore  seems  to  favour  the  view  that  I  have 
stated  I  differ  from,  for  I  understood  him  to  say 
that  these  speculators  or  capitalists  were  very 
well  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  But  they 
are  not  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  It  is 
not  the  syndicate,  it  is  the  hon&  fide  investors, 
who  suffer  in  the  end ;  and  to  attract  capital 
without  any  regard  to  the  consequences  will 
do  no  good  to  the  country  :  it  is  a  perfect  mis- 
take to  thmk  that  it  will.  To  prove  that,  I 
will  mention  to  the  Council  an  instance  which 
is  perfectly  fresh  in  my  memory.  There  is  a 
small  British  colony  called  Honduras  —  and 
really  the  circumstayces  attending  the  loan  I 
am  going  to  mention  are  too  grotesque  to  be- 
lieve possible.  Certain  speculators  got  up  a 
scheme  for  a  ship  railway  or  canal,  I  forget 
which,  and  actually  they  got  a  loan  of  one  or 
two  millions  subscribed  in  London.  Of  course 
there  were  very  large  pickings  out  of  that.  No 
such  amount  ever  reached  the  Government  of 
Honduras.  But  a  certain  amount  did,  and 
with  it  they  completed  a  portion  of  the  works. 
What  was  the  result?  They  endeavoured  in  a 
sort  of  way  to  pay  interest  for  a  time ;  but  in 
the  end  they  ceased  paying,  and  the  credit  of 
the  country  is  entirely  ruined.  That  is  one  in- 
stance. Then,  some  reference  has  been  made 
to  the  American  system  of  getting  railways 
made.  I  do  not  believe  in  that  system.  As 
well  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  from  the  best  books 
on  the  subject  available  to  me,  they  have  two 
ways.  They  get  the  money  for  their  railways, 
if  they  can,  from  foreigners,  and,  if  they  cannot 
do  that,  they  give  land  grants.  But,  from  all  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  these  American  rail- 
ways have  been  sources  of  great  loss  to  Euro- 
pean capitalists ;  I  do  not  believe  they  have  been 
of  any  benefit  whatever  to  them.  The  Ameri- 
cans are  very  clever  no  doubt,  and  no  people 
are  more  astute  in  inducing  capitalists  of  other 
countries  to  invest  money  there,  for  which  they 
get  a  very  insufficient  return.  I  do  not  believe 
'in  that  at  all.  You  can  scarcely  take  up  a 
paper  without  seeing  an  account  of  some  great 
stroke  in  finance  there,  such  as  "watenng" 
of  railway  stock — which  I  believe  means  an 
irregular  or  illicit  issue  of  stock,  to  some  extent 
in  defiance  of  the  law.  Some  one  loses,  and  the 
company  gets  the  money.  Well,  I  do  not  think 
the  American  plan  is  at  all  a  good  one,  or  one 
we  should  adopt  here.  So  much  as  regards 
these  two  instances.  Now  I  will  go  to  the 
Bill  itself.  Clause  5  is  so  utterly  preposterous 
that  I  think  the  representatives  of  the  Go- 
vernment here  will  hardly  have  tlie  assurance 
seriously  to  press  it  in  Committee.  I  do  not 
think  that  is  possible.  I  invite  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  to  give  in  his  reply  a  little 
explanation  on  a  point  which,  I  confess,  I  do 
not  quite  understand.  I  refer  to  clause  8,  the 
wording  of  which  is  very  indefinite,  and  I  ^mah 
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the  Hon',  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  explain  if  I 
am  right  in  thinking  that  under  it,  if  there  is 
not  sufficient  land  within  fifteen  miles  of  the 
railway,  land  may  be  selected  in  any  part  of 
the  colony.  If  that  is  so,  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
«till  more  dangerous  thing  than  the  5th  clause. 
I  cannot  think  that  to  be  intended. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No. 

The  Hon.  ^Ir.  WILSON.  —  I  only  call  the 
honourable  gentleman's  attention  to  it,  and  I 
hope  he  will  be  good  enough  to  explain  what 
the  real  meaning  of  the  8th  clause  is,  and  will 
explain  also  where,  if  there  is  not  sufficient 
land  within  the  fifteen-mile  limit,  it  is  to  come 
from. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Look  at 
clause  9 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Subsection  (3)  of 
that  clause  reads, — 

**  The  value  of  the  land  to  be  granted  under 
this  Act  shall  be  calculated  upon  the  estimated 
market  value  thereof  immediately  prior  to  the 
making  of  the  contract,  irrespective  of  any 
Land  Act  or  regulations  made  thereunder,  and 
without  regard  to  any  prospective  value  that 
will  be  given  to  such  lands  by  the  proposed 
undertaking ;  but  no  land  shall  be  deemed  of  a 
less  value  than  ten  shillings  per  acre. 

**  Such  value  shall  be  ascertained  by  the 
Surveyor-General  on  behalf  of  the  Governor 
and  some  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  com- 
pany, and,  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  by 
some  person  to  be  chosen  by  the  Surveyor- 
General  and  such  first-mentioned  person  ;  and 
their  certificate,  or  that  of  any  two  of  them,  in 
writing,  of  such  value,  given  for  the  purposes  of 
the  contract,  shall  be  binding  and  conclusive 
both  upon  the  Governor  in  Council  and  the 
company." 

But  there  may  be  no  such  land  specially 
benefited  at  all.  In  the  opinion  of  many  of  us 
it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  railway  will  be  of  any 
benefit  to  any  land,  or  to  any  one  except  a  few 
speculators,  who' may  make  something  out  of  it 
in  the  first  instance.  But  the  amount  of  land 
will  have  to  be  found  somewhere,  and,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  it 
being  said  that  land  in  any  part  of  Canterbury 
is  specially  benefited  to  a  certain  extent  by 
the  making  of  the  line.  Now,  there  are  other 
grounds  of  objection  to  this  Bill.  We  know, 
from  inquiries  made  by  a  Committee  of  this 
Council  in  relation  to  the  district  railways, 
on  what  a  small  foundation  a  large  amount  of 
debt  can  be  created.  In  the  case  of  the  Dun- 
troon  Raihvay,  as  well  as  we  could  judge,  a 
debt  of  £80,000  was  created,  while  the  capital 
X>aid  up  was  somewhat  under  £400.  I  see 
nothing  to  prevent  the  same  thing  happening 
under  this  Bill.  Another  observation  I  was 
going  to  make  applies  to  this  point  also.  I  see 
nothing  in  this  Bill  compelling  the  company 
to  complete  its  line.  It  may  be  said  that  there 
will  be  a  contract  entered  into  for  the  whole 
line  ;  but  there  is  no  guarantee  that  the  whole 
will  be  made,  because  it  is  provided  that,  when 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  is  satisfied  that 
a  section  of  the  line  is  finished,  the  land  may 
be  given.    What  is  to  prevent  a  useless  uncon- 


nected section — the  easiest  section  as  to  engin- 
eering— being  made,  the  land  being  given,  and 
then  the  contractor  giving  up  his  contract? 
The  law  in  reference  to  the  question  of  deben- 
tures I  understand  to  be  this — it  is  very  true 
that,  under  the  Companies  Act,  the  only  protec- 
tion the  law  gives  is  this :  that  the  promoters 
of  a  compajiyhave  to  put  forward  their  scheme, 
and  in  their  articles  of  association  they  must 
state  what  amoigit  of  money  they  are  prepared 
to  borrow.  And,  from  inquiries  I  have  made,  I 
find  that  in  no  case  of  respectable  companies  in 
England  is  the  amount  borrowed  at  all  equiva- 
lent to  the  capital  subscribed.  But,  if  a  com- 
pany is  formed  under  a  special  Act  in  England, 
a  very  strong  restriction  is  put  upon  the  sum 
the  company  is  allowed  to  borrow ;  and  in  no 
instance  that  I  havd  seen — ^and  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  look  into  the  point — is  the  sum 
allowed  to  be  borrowed,  where  special  powers 
are  given,  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  sub- 
scribed capital,  and  usually  it  is  only  one-third. 
In  that  case  people  lend  their  money  with 
some  sort  of  security ;  but  here  there  is  not  the 
slightest  protection  given  at  all.  This  million 
and  a  half  the  company  might  borrow.  There 
might  be  some  paltry  amount  of  paid-up  capi- 
tal, and  the  liabilities  might  be  left  unpaid. 
I  object  to  the  credit  of  the  colony,  which  in 
effect  will  be  connected  with  it,  being  injured 
by  the  passing  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  It  was 
always  said  ^at  with  district  railways  there 
would  be  no  such  thing  as  liability  on  the 
colony,  that  the  people  who  built  them  would 
do  so  with  their  ej^es  open,  and  that  the  rate- 
payers would  not  commit  themselves  to  obliga- 
tions without  being  fully  aware  of  what  they 
were  doing,  ajid  that,  if  anybody  lost  by  it,  it 
must  be  his  own  fault.  But  what  do  we  find? 
Why,  the  whole  thing  hew  broken  down:  the 
railways  have  not  proved  profitable,  the  rating 
power  has  proved  unworkable,  the  thing  col- 
lapses, and  a  claim  is  made  on  the  colony  to 
take  the  whole  affair  over  and  relieve  those 
who  have  voluntarily  incurred  obligations.  I 
say  it  will  be  the  same  here.  Then,  in  what 
a  shape  is  the  Bill  brought  before  us  1  There  is 
no  plan,  and  there  are  no  estimates,  except  a 
bald  guess  that  the  cost  will  be  a  million  and  a 
half.  But  for  the  subjeet  having  been  so  much 
discussed,  I  would  read  some  extracts  from 
the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  this 
subject ;  but,  as  it  is,  I  shall  only  quote  a  few 
lines.  It  may  be  considered  that  this  report  is 
what  the  Government  have  brought  in  this  pro- 
posal on ;  and  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
men who  formed  that  Commission?  They 
say,— 

"  After  considering  the  whole  of  the  forego- 
ing conclusions  and  opinions,  we  most  rospeot- 
fully  report  to  your  Excellency  that,  on  account 
of  its  being  the  shortest  line  between  the 
centres  of  production  and  demand,  we  recom- 
mend the  route  by  Arthur's  Pass  as  the  most 
suitable ;  but  the  most  sanguine  view  the  Com- 
mission can  take  is,  that  there  is  no  prospect 
of  the  traffic  paying  more  than  working  ex- 
penses on  the  completion  of  any  of  the  alter- 
native lines.      No  commensurate  indirect  re- 
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Bolts  can  be  anticipated  from  the  expenditure 
of  so  large  a  sum  as  would  be  necessary  for  its 
construction,  and  not  for  as  many  as  ten  years 
or  more  can  full  interest  on  the  cost  be  hoped 
for." 

Now,  this  is  the  most  authentic  thing  we 
have  got  on  which  we  are  asked  to  give  these 
powers.  I  will  only  detain  the  Council  with 
pne  other  short  extract,  and  that  is  from  the 
evidence  given  by  Mr.  Blair,  Engineer  in  Charge 
for  the  Middle  Island,  to  the  Commission. 
Here  are  two  questions  and  answers  from  that 
evidence : — 

"  Can  you  give  any  idea  of  what  would  be 
the  proportion  of  working  expenses  on  such  a 
piece  of  line  ? — I  should  say  that  it  would  be 
considerably  higher  than  the  average  of  New 
Zealand  lines — probably  20  per  cent,  higher. ' 

"What  is  the  present  average  of  the  New 
Zealand  lines? — Something  like  GO  per  cent. 
I  think  the  working  expenses  of  such  a  piece 
of  line  would  be  20  per  cent,  more  than  the 
general  average." 

That,  by  the  most  sanguine  view,  shows 
that  the  working  expenses  must  be  80  per  cent., 
assuming  the  traffic  to  be  as  large  as  the 
average  traffic  on  the  colonial  railways.  And 
yet  that  is  the  only  reliable  datimi  that  can  be 
Drought  forward  in  support  of  this  Bill.  I  have 
heard  of  nothing  else.  The  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  gave  us  no  calculations  or  estimates ; 
he  gave  us  no  data  as  to  the  cost  of  or  probable 
returns  from  this  work  —  nothing  whatever. 
This  report  is  made  by  two  gentlemen  very 
well  known  to  us — known  to  us  as  members 
of  the  other  House  —  and  Mr.  Napier  Bell,  a 
professional  engineer.  It  is  impossible  to  get 
more  impartial  persons ;  they  oelong  to  tiie 
North  Island,  and  could  not  possibly  have  any 
local  feeling  at  all.  Therefore  I  say,  on  all 
accounts,  this  work  is  shown  to  be  of  a  most 
uncertain  and  speculative  nature;  and  not  only 
is  the  wo'rk  in  itself  bad,  but  the  mode  of  carry- 
ing it  out  is  still  worse.  I  would  say  that,  if  it 
were  absolutely  decided  that  such  a  railway  was 
essential,  I  should  prefer  it  should  be  made 
with  the  money  of  the  colony.  It  would  be  a 
very  extravagant  proceeding  to  do  that,  but  I 
feel  certain  that  it  would  be  better  than  the 
course  proposed  in  this  Bill.  Nobody  supposes 
that  syndicates  and  companies  are  going  to  do 
all  this  for  nothing ;  certainly  not.  They  expect 
to  make  a  great  deal  out  of  it,  and  to  come  on 
the  colony  in  the  end  if  unsuccessful.  One 
observation  I  have  heard  repeatedly  for  the  last 
day  or  so  is  that  the  Council  need  give  itself 
little  trouble,  but  that  the  sooner  the  Bill  was 
passed  the  better  it  would  be,  as  it  would  be 
waste  paper,  for  it  was  certain  never  to  be 
acted  upon.  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  reason 
for  passing  it  at  all.  I  have  already  dealt 
with  that ;  aJid  I  tMnk  it  would  be  a  bad  pre- 
cedent to  pass  a  measure  of  this  kind,  appa- 
rently holding  out  important  inducements  to 
parties  to  invest  money  in  a  scheme  in  which 
no  person  having  capital  in  the  colony  would 
invest  one  sixpence.  There  is  certainly  no 
pressing  need  shown  for  this  railway.  It  is 
certainly  true,  as  we  have  been  told,  that  these 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilsan 


diggings  on  the  West  Coast  have  not  been  in  a 
satisfactory  state  for  years.  There.is  no  doubt 
about  that ;  but  does  anybody  think  that,  if 
this  line  were  built  to-morrow,  it  would  give 
vitality  to  the  West  Coast  or  remove  the  state 
of  depression  there?  It  would  do  nothing  of 
the  sort.  The  future  of  that  Coast,  to  my  mind, 
will  depend  upon  its  coal  deposits,  with  the 
development  of  which  we  shall  have  to  deal 
shortly.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  observation 
of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  that,  of  all  traffics 
ruinous  to  railways,  a  naineral  traffic  is  the 
worst,  and- to  look  for  a  payable  mineral  traffic 
on  such  gradients  as  these  lines  must  neces- 
sarily have  is  perfect  madness.  We  have  seen 
here  what  has  been  the  effect  of  building  a  line 
with  bad  gradients  in  the  case  of  the  line  over 
the  Himutaka  Range.  That  line,  or  a  portion 
of  it,  can  never  pay.  Nor  under  any  circum- 
stances could  this  line  pay  with  a  mineral 
traffic.  It  is  said  that  there  are  one  hundred 
thousand  people  in  Canterbury,  and  twenty- 
four  thousand  on  the  other  side ;  but  that  con- 
veys nothing  to  my  mind.  Where  is  the  traffic  ? 
There  is  a  coach  that  crosses  the  range  now 
twice  a  week,  I  believe,  and  it  takes  all  the 
travellers.  Very  few  people  have  business 
there,  and  these,  and  a  few  strangers  who  come 
to  admire  the  scenery,  are  the  only  travellers. 
That  is  not  what  makes  the  traffic  of  a  railway; 
and  there  will  be  no*  traffic  except  what  I 
should  think  would  necessarily  be  worked  at  a 
loss — mineral  traffic.  Nor  can  I  believe  for  a 
moment  that,  even  with  the  harbours  as  they 
are  now,  the  railway  could  compete  with  the 
sea  traffic.  For  these  reasons  I  look  upon  this 
scheme,  as  I  said  before,  as  a  most  speculative 
and  dangerous  one,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  is 
proposed  to  be  carried  out  as  more  dangerous 
still ;  and  I  shall  vote  against  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— Sir,  I  have 
the  assurance  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary that  he  considers  this  Bill  a  policy  Bill, 
and  that  I  have  full  liberty  to  criticise  it  and 
the  Government  to  my  heart's  content,  and 
that  he  does  not  care  one  straw  what  I  say. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No,  no. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHA^IBERLIN.— I  am  quite 
aware  that  whatever  I  may  say  will  have  a  simi- 
lar effect  to  water  thrown  on  a  duck's  back. 
Nevertheless  I  shall  make  a  few  brief  remarks 
on  this  subject.  There  is  little  left  to  be  said, 
as  the  subject  has  already  been  fully  deaJt 
with  by  several  honourable  gentlemen  in  an 
eloquent  and  efficient  manner.  I  may  say  at 
once  that  I  not  only  disapprove  of  this  scheme, 
hilt  also  of  many  others  that  are  about  to  be 
introduced,  and  have  been  introdud^d,  by  the 
Government.  I  look  upon  this  scheme  as  un- 
doubtedly a  borrowing  scheme,  if  not  directly, 
certainly  indirectly,  and  I  think  the  country  is 
not  in  a  position  to  go  on  with  schemes  of  the 
character  of  those  put  before  this  House.  I 
fear  that,  if  such  measures  as  this  are  passed 
by  this  Parliament,  the  country  will  feel  the  ill 
effects  for  many  years  if  not  for  generations  to 
come.  There  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  at 
the  present  time  the  country  is  overburdened 
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^th  taxation;  ajid,  as  a  neoessary  conse- 
quence, if  the  cotmby  goes  on  with  these  enor- 
moos,  speculative,  mad,  and  reckless  schemes, 
nothing  else  can  be  the  ultimate  result  than 
the  utter  disorganization  of  the  entire  coun- 
try. It  must  either  be  that  or  repudiation, 
and  I  think  very  few  of  us  would  like  to  see 
repudiation  staring  us  in  the  face.  It  is  im- 
I>ossible  to  ignore  the  fact  that  all  these 
public  works  must  have  the  effect,  sooner  or 
later,  of  increasing  taxation.  Then,  we  have 
to  consider,  upon  whom  would  the  taxation 
&J1?  Not  upon  the  mass  of  the  people,  but 
upon  a  comparative  few.  I  was  reckoning  the 
other  day  upon  what  proportion  it  would  fall, 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  make  out,  about  one  in 
every  fifteen  persons  would  be  liable  to  pay  this 
heavy  taxation  in  this  colony.  I  think  I  saw 
the  statement  the  other  day  that  about  thirty- 
one  thousand  persons  in  the  colony  bear  the 
burdens  of  taxation.  I  look  upon  this  Bill  also 
as  discounting  the  future.  For  schemes  like 
this  propose  to  give  away  enormous  blocks  of 
land,  and,  in  doing  that,  we  are  giving  away 
what  the  future  ought  to  deal  with.  It  is 
stated  that  these  lands  are  of  very  little  value ; 
but  in  my  opinion  it  is  questionable  whether 
they  are  not  of  very  great  value,  if  not  on  the 
surface,  underneath ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that 
-already  there  is  a  syndicate  *cut- and -dried, 
and  knowing  considerably  more  than  others  do 
about  this  country,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  they  know  not  only  of  coal,  but  of  other 
valuable  minerals  in  this  land,  and  that  in 
the  course  of  time  we  shall  hear  how  the. 
country  has  been  done  out  of  its  wealth.  I 
look  upon  it  that  this  measure  and  others  of  a 
iiimilar  chfiracter  will  have  a  very  injurious 
effect  on  the  colony.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
people  of  this  colony  will  get  very  heavy  bur- 
dens of  taxation,  and  not  only  will  it  have 
the  very  practical  effect  of  keeping  people  of 
property  m>m  coming  to  the  colony,  but  those 
who  have  anything  to  lose  will  gradually  slip 
away,  taking  half  a  loaf  with  them  as  better 
^an  none.  And  then  what  will  be  the  result 
but  that  those  left  behind  will  be  doubly  or 
trebly  taxed,  and  that  the  entire  population 
wUl  suffer  ?  Now,  of  course,  schemes  like  this 
are  naturally  popular.  The  immediate  effect 
of  them  is  to  oenefft  the  labouring-class,  and 
not  only  those,  but  the  trading-class,  from 
the  wholesale  merchant  to  the  smallest  retail 
trader;  and  therefore  they  all  hold  up  their 
hfuids  cheerfully  for  borrowing,  make  what 
they  can,  and  clear  out.  These  are  their  ideas. 
After  tiiey  have  made  their  pile  they  do  not 
care  one  snuff  of  a  candle  what  becomes  of 
the  colony  generally.  It  has  already  been 
clearly  set  forth  by  several  honourable  mem- 
bers that  this  proposed  railway  cannot  possibly 
pay.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  into 
details  upon  this  Bill,  or  repeat  what  has 
been  said,  as  so  much  has  fiJready  been  said 
troon  it.  I  consider  that  any  Government 
that  proposes  this  and  other  measures  of  a 
iftiiniVir  character  does  not  deserve  the  con- 
fidence of  the  colony.  What  security  has  the 
colony  for  these  enormous  sums  of  money? 


We  have  borrowed  already  on  our  lands  and 
on  our  power  of  taxing  the  people,  and  I  should 
like  to  Know,  if  the  colony  fails  to  pav  interest 
on  its  debentures,  what  position  the  bond- 
holders  would  be  in.  I  am  not  saying  that  is 
likely  to  occur  just  yet ;  but,  if  this  excessive 
speculation  with  loans  goes  on,  there  is  no 
telling  to  what  extent  the  colony  may  become 
involved.  And  if  at  any  time  it  happens  that 
the  colony  is  in  a  still  more  depressed  state 
than  it  is  m  at  the  present  moment,  the  colony 
will  not  be  in  a  position  to  pay  interest  on 
its  loans.  What,  then,  will  be  the  position  of 
the  bondholders?  They  cannot  take  the  land 
away  from  the  colony ;  they  cannot  take  the 
property;  they  will  have  to  raise  the  money 
enturely  upon  the  revenues  of  the  colony  ob- 
tained by  taxation.  If  the  country  becomes 
almost  in  a  ruined  state,  how  are  they  to  be 
paid?  It  means  neither  more  nor  less  than 
repudiation.  That  may  come  in  the  future, 
though  I  do  not  say  that  at  present  it  is  at  all 
likely.  Still,  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  such  an  occurrence,  by  dis- 
couraging reckless  schemes  of  this  character. 
But  I  hope  that  the  English  money-lenders 
will  have  their  eyes  opened  to  the  state  of 
affairs  now  existing  in  the  colony,  and  to  the 
reckless  schemes  that  are  propQsed.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  schemes  of  a  payable  character  were 
brought  forward,  I  do  not  think  there  Would  be 
the  least  dif&culty  in  getting  almost  unlimited 
loans ;  but  such  a  scheme  as  this  would  damn 
the  name  of  any  colony.  And  what  is  the 
reason  a  Bill  of  this  character  is  brought  for- 
ward? These  non-payable  railways — ^why  are 
they  proposed?  They  are  brought  forward 
ostensibly  to  assist  the  colony  out  of  its  depres- 
sion ;  but  they  will  do  nothmg  of  the  sort,  but 
will  only  have  a  temporary  effect  while  the 
loans  are  being  expended,  and  the  reaction  that 
will  occur  will  be  of  a  very  dangerous  charac- 
ter. As  soon  as  the  money  has  been  spent  a 
reaction  will  take  place,  and,  the  people  having 
been  so  long  accustomed  to  the  expenditure  of 
public  money,  w6  shall  have  a  large  rising  of 
the  population,  with  immense  political  power, 
whicn  will  continue  to  enforce  further  loans, 
until  it  is  impossible  to  get  any  more,  in  order 
to  give  employment  to  the  people  who  have 
the  Parliament  in  their  hands.  Then,  there  is 
another  thing.  The  moneys  proposed  to  be 
brought  into  the  colony  by  these  schemes  will 
have  the  effect  of  ralsmg  the  price  of  labooZi 
because  I  do  not  see  or  hear  that  the  Govern- 
ment propose  any  measure  whatever  to  bring 
further  labour  into  the  colony  ;  and,  if  the  price 
of  labour  rises,  the  works  proposed  to  be  carried 
out  will  cost  far  more,  probably,  than  is  calcu- 
lated on.  When  is  this  borrowing  to  cease  ?  Is 
there  ever  to  be  an  end  to  it  ?  I  do  not  see  that 
there  is.  If  this  sort  of  thing  goes  on,  where  ia 
it  to  end  ?  It  is  clearly  a  very  serious  matter, 
and  I  think  this  Council  should  set  its  back 
against  further  borrowing  for  schemes  of  this 
kmd.  I  do  not  say  that  the  colony  should 
cease  altogether  to  carry  on  the  construction 
of  the  railways  that  formed  part  of  the  original 
scheme  of  1870,  because  I  think  they  must  be 
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znade ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  advocate 
too  hasty  a  completion  of  them.  It  is  proposed, 
I  believe,  to  continue  the  main  trunk  Ime  of 
this  Island  from  Te  Awamutu.  Now,  unques- 
tionably, that  is  a  work  that  ought  to  be  done  ; 
but  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  advocate  the 
immediate  completion  of  that  line.  I  think  it 
Is  a  work  that  will  take  some  years  to  com- 
'  plete ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  I  think  that 
proper  surveys  should  be  made  of  both  lines, 
or  more  than  two  lines — that  the  country 
should  be  searched  and  surveyed  in  all  direc- 
tions, in  order  that  the  best  route  should  be 
chosen. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  rise  to  a 

goint  of  order.  I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt  my 
onourable  friend,  but  I  think  he  has  travelled 
outside  the  subject  of  the  debate  in  traversing 
the  general  policy  of  the  Government,  and  in 
discussing  the  route  of  the  northern  trunk  lino. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— I  only 
mention  that  to  show  that  the  Government 
encourage  works  of  a  non-public  character, 
which  I  think  wrong  for  them  to  do.  If  the 
honourable  member  desires  to  stop  my  re- 
inarks,  I  will  sit  down. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  The 
honourable  gentleman  does  not  understand 
me.  I  had  no  wish  to  interrupt  him,  but  only 
that  he  should  confine  his  remarks  to  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CAMPBELL.— The  question 
is  not  the  North  Island  Railway. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— If  the 
honourable  gentleman  wishes,  I  will  refer  to 
the  Duntroon  Railway.  I  look  upon  the  pro- 
posal to  construct  a  railway  of  this  description 
over  the  ranges  as  nothing  less  than  an  ex- 
periment to  see  how  much  more  it  will  cost 
taking  the  coal  over  the  hills  than  round  by 
water ;  and  I  think  that  such  measures  as  these, 
and  the  efiect  they  would  produce  in  the  colony 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  would  shake 
the  foundations  of  society,  and  interfere  with 
colonization  through  the  demoralizing  effects 
they  would  have  upon  the  people  of  the  colony. 
I  shall  support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill, 
Upon  condition  that  amendments  are  made 
in  the  BUI  to  take  out  what  I  should  call  the 
sting  of  the  Bill.  If  that  is  done,  I  may  sup- 
port the  third  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MoLEAN.— I  think  it  ad- 
visable  that  we  should  have  time  to  consider 
and  weigh  the  valid  reasons  for  and  against 
the  Bill,  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  till  to-morrow. 

Debate  adjourned. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  23rd  October^  1884, 


Jlrst  BeadiDtffr— Seoond  Beadinga— Third  Beadlng»~ 
Bills  disoharged— Defence  of  the  Colony— Awa- 
ma  Block— B.  P.  Hodge— Manawatn  Land— Wel- 
lington Waste  Ijandfl  Board— Bailway  Sleepers— 
Donedin  Oaol  Warders— Torpedo  Boat  for  Lyt- 
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telton  —  Tadmor  PoBtmaster  —  Langdale  and 
Dreyerton  Telephone — Telephone  Exchange — 
Appeals  against  Wardens'  Decisions— St.  Joseph's 
Orphanage— Police  Prosecutions— Oovemnient 
Employes— Wellington  College  Beservee  Confir- 
mation Bill— School  Committees  Election  Bill- 
Dog  B^ristration  Bill— South  Island  Native  Be- 
serres  Bill— Printers  and  Newspapers  Begistra* 
tion  Bill  — Gold  Duty  Beduction  Bill— Armed 
Constabulary  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEiLKEB  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Animals  Protection  Bill,  Sheep  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Hokitika  Steam-Tug  Bill,  Cruelty  to  AnimaJa 
Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Hokitika  Steam-Tug  Bill,  False  Notice   of 
Birth,  Marriage,  and  Death  Bill,  Municipal 
Corporations  Bill. 

BILLS  DISCHARGED. 
Cruelty  to  Animals  Bill,  Constitution  Bill. 

DEFENCE   OF  THE  COLONY. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Government^ 
If  they  will  have  the  lecture  recently  delivered 
at  Wellington  hy  His  Excellency  the  Governor^ 
on  the  defence  of  the  colony,  published  for 
general  circulation  throughout  the  colony  ?  He 
understood  that  the  reports  which  had  been 
published  in  most  of  the  leading  papers  of  the 
colony  were  not  true  copies  of  the  lecture,  and 
therefore  he  desired  that  a  true  copy  should  be 
published,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  fullest^ 
mformation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  it  was  the  Intention  of 
the  Government  to  have  this  lecture  published 
in  pamphlet  form,  and  distributed  among  the 
various  public  libraries  and  reading  -  rooms 
throughout  the  colony. 

AWARUA  BLOCK. 

Mr.  LOCKE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will,  without  unnecessary  delay,  give  eSeot 
to  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Clarke,  Royal 
Commissioner,  *'  That  the  Government  should 
compensate  Riparata  Kahutia  and  others  for 
a  block  of  land  of  109  acres,  called  Awama, 
adjoining  the  Township  of  Gisbome,  taken  by 
the  Government  in  error,  and  sold  at  the  sale- 
of  town  lands,  Gisbome  "  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  he  had  seen 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner,  and  it  appeared 
to  be  a  very  strong  one.  But  he  understood 
that  a  petition  upon  this  question  was  now 
before  the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  had 
not  been  reported  upon.  He  would  like  tho 
honourable  gentleman  to  ask  the  question  after 
the  report  of  the  Committee  was  brought  down. 

R.  P.  HODGE. 

^Ir.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Government^ 
If  they  purpose  giving  effect  to  the  reoom- 
mendation  of  the  Public  Petitions  Committee^ 
on  the  petition  of  R.  P.  Hodge  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  it  was. 
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the  intention  of  the  Government  to  have  this 
matter  inquired  into. 

MANAWATU  LAND. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  the  Govermnent  will  place  a 
sufficient  sum  on  the  estimates  this  session  to 
open  up  and  prepare  for  sale  the  Pohangina, 
Waitapu,  and  Otamakapua  Blocks,  in  the 
Manawatu  District,  containing  about  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  acres  of  first-class 
land  ;  and,  if  the  vote  be  granted  by  the  House, 
whether  the  Minister  of  Lands  will  take  imme- 
diate steps  to  expend  the  money  on  the  above 
object  during  the  recess  ?  He  had  to  apologize 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  for 
asking  this  question,  because  some  of  the  land 
mentioned  in  it  was  within  the  honourable 
member's  district.  But  the  opening-up  of  that 
land  might  very  much  afEect  the  district  he 
(Mr.  Macarthur)  represented.  He  understood 
that  tlie  sum  of  £5,000  had  been  placed  on 
the  estimates  two  years  ago  to  be  expended  in 
opening  up  one  block ;  but  that  vote  had  lapsed. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  Grovemment 
would  Jhave  the  vote  renewed;  and,  if  so, 
whether  they  would  be  prepared  to  spend  the 
money  during  the  recess.  There  was  a  large 
amoimt  of  first-class  land  along  the  line.  Mr. 
Dobson,  the  surveyor,  in  his  report  furnished 
to  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  Commit- 
tee, spoke  of  the  land  as  being  of  very  good 
quality.  With  regard  to  the  Pohangina  Block, 
which  was  within  his  own  district,  a  contract 
bad  been  let,  but  the  work  was  not  proceeded 
with.  Fresh  tenders  were  again  called  for,  but 
the  Government  refused  to  accept  them,  for 
what  reason  he  did  not  know.  If  the  vote  were 
xenewed,  he  trusted  the  Minister  of  LandB 
would  taJce  steps  to  have  the  money  expended 
in  order  to  the  opening-up  of  these  valuable 
blocks  of  land. 

Bilr.  BALLANCE  said  the  vote  would  be 
zenewed,  and  tenders  invited  for  the  work. 
The  Government  recognized  the  desirability  of 
settling  this  land,  which  was  of  exceedingly 
good  quality,  and  suitable  for  settlement. 
With  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  the  money, 
the  Government  would  take  that  matter  into 
their  careful  consideration. 

WELLINGTON  WASTE  LANDS  BOARD. 
Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  will  take  steps  to  give  the  inhabitants 
of  the  west  coast  of  this  Island,  within  the 
Provincial  District  of  Wellington,  some  repre- 
sentation on  the  Wellington  Waste  Lands 
Board?  He  need  hardly  point  out  that  the 
eoDstitution  of  the  Waste  Lands  Board  did  not 
give  the  slightest  representation  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  west  coast  of  this  Island.  He  was 
quite  aware  that  it  was  a  nominated  Board, 
and  it  was  very  inconvenient  for  members  resid- 
ing on  the  West  Coast  to  attend  that  Board, 
even  if  they  were  appointed  to  it;  but  he 
thought  that  a  district  which  had  grown  into 
8uch  importance  as  the  West  Coast  should 
.  bave  some  representation  on  the  Board,  and 
.that  the  Government  should  give  the  inhabi- 


tants of  the  district  a  voice  in  the  disposal 
of  the  land  in  that  locality.  He  thought  the 
present  members  of  the  Board  were  either 
Wellington  or  Wairarapa  residents.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  Wairarapa  district  was  a  very 
important  one,  but  it  seemed  to  him  absurd 
that  a  district  which  was  quite  as  important  as 
the  Wairarapa  should  have  nothing  to  say 
in  the  disposal  of  the  land ;  and  there  was  no 
one  to  whom  the  inhabitants  could  refer  in 
regard  to  any  matter  affecting  the  waste  lands 
on  the  West  Coast. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  quite  agreed  that  the  West 
Coast  had  a  good  claim  to  be  represented  oh. 
the  Waste  Lands  Board.  It  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  appoint  some  gentleman, 
after  the  session,  to  fill  tne  present  vacancy  on 
the  Board.  They  had  not  yet  made  a  selec- 
tion, but  thoy  thought  that  the  West  Coast 
was  fully  entitled  to  representation  on  the 
Board. 

RAILWAY  SLEEPERS. 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH-BRADSHAW  asked  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  If  he  will  take  into 
favourable  consideration  the  use  of  red-  and 
white-pine  creosoted  sleepers, .  instead  of  im- 
ported timber  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  a  con- 
tract was  entered  into  in  June,  1882,  for 
50,000  creosoted  sleepers,  at  8s.  2d.  each ;  but 
nothing  had  yet  been  done,  and  the  sureties 
were  now  being  proceeded  against.  The  tim- 
bers specified  were  rimu,  miro,  ribbonwood, 
black-  and  silver-birch.  White-pine  was  con- 
sidered too  soft.  He  thought  a  further  trial 
should  be  given  to  the  proposal  by  calling  for 
fresh  tenders.  Experiments  hod  been  made 
in  injecting  the  creosote,  and  they  were  quite 
successful. 

DUNEDIN  GAOL  WARDERS. 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH-BRADSHAW  asked  the 
Minister  of  Justice,  If  it  be  true  that  tiie 
warders  in  the  Dunedin  Gaol  are  on  duty 
fifteen  hours  per  day  ;  and,  if  not,  will  he  state 
the  number  of  hours  they  are  on  duty  from  day 
to  day?  Also,  if  it  be  true  that  warders  in 
Dunedin  Gaol  or  other  places  in  Otago  are  on 
duty  four  or  five  Sundays  before  getting  one 
Sunday  off  duty  ;  and  are  the  rules  in  Dunedin 
as  regards  the  duly  of  warders  the  same  as  in 
other  first-class  prisons  of  the  colony  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  the  warders  in  the 
Dunedin  Gaol  were  not  on  duty,  as  a  rule, 
fifteen  hours  a  day.  They  might  have  been 
on  one  or  two  occasions,  when  there  was  some 
casualty  on  the  stafE.  They  were  on  duty 
twelve  and  thirteen  hours  a  day  alternately. 
As  a  rule  they  should  get  every  third  Sunday 
o£E  duty.  A  routine  of  duty  had  been  issued 
for  the  officers  of  all  gaols  in  the  colony ;  but, 
in  consequence  of  there  being  a  hulk  in  con- 
nection with  the  gaol  at  Dunedin,  the  duty  fell 
somewhat  harder  there  than  at  other  gaols. 
No  complaints  had  been  made  in  the  proper 
quarter  by  the  officers.  The  Inspector  had 
been  instructed  to  look  into  this  matter  of  the 
officers'  duties  at  his  next  visit  to  Dunedin. 
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TORPEDO  BOAT  FOR  LYTTELTON. 

Mr.  ALLWRIGHT  asked  the  Minister  of 
Defence,  If  he  will  give  instructions  for  the 
torpedo  boat  now  at  Port  Chalmers,  but  in- 
tended for  Lyttolton,  to  be  forwarded  to  Lyt- 
telton  at  once?  He  might  state  that  the 
Kaval  Brigade  would  take  charge  of  the  boat, 
and  the  Government  need  not  fear  that  the 
boat  would  not  be  carefully  looked  after. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
Naval  Brigade  were  prepared  to  take  charge 
of  the  boat.  It  was  the  intention  to  locate 
the  torpedo  boats  at  the  four  principal  ports 
—  Port  Chalmers,  Lyttelton,  Wellington,  and 
Auckland — and  as  soon  as  arrajigements  could 
be  made  the  boats  would  be  sent  to  these 
places.  They  were  of  very  delicate  construc- 
tion, and  would  have  to  be  towed,  or  they 
would  have  to  steam  the  way. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  if  the  boats  were  to 
be  under  the  charge  of  the  Naval  Brigades  at 
the  ports  mentioned. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  could  not  say;  but  the 
Naval  Brigade  at  Lyttelton  had  agreed  to  take 
charge  of  the  boat  to  be  sent  there.  Arrange- 
ments would  be  made  which  he  believed  would 
be  satisfactory. 

TADMOR  POSTMASTER. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  asked  the  Postmaster- 
Oenoral,  Whether  he  will  place  a  sum  on  the 
estimates  to  provide  a  small  salary  for  the 
Postmaster  at  Tadmor,  who  has  never  received 
any  payment  for  his  services?  He  would 
point  out  to  the  Postmaster-General  that  this 
Postmaster  had  conducted  the  x>ost-office  at 
Tadmor  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  he 
received  no  salary  whatever  for  his  services. 
Originally  the  Tadmor  mails  were  not  very 
large,  neither  were  they  very  numerous ;  but 
the  growing  importance  of  the  district  had  in- 
duced the  authorities  to  send  the  mails  there 
twice  a  week.  It  was  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  any  settler  could  give  several  hours  on 
two  or  three  days  in  the  week  to  receive  and 
despatch  mails,  without  receiving  some  remu- 
neration. Ho  trusted  that  the  Government 
would  place  a  small  sum  on  the  estimates  to 
recoup  this  gentleman  for  the  services  he  had 
rendered  to  the  pubUo. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  this  was  a  very  small  post- 
office.  The  total  receipts  for  the  year  were 
under  £6,  and  there  was  not  more  than  an 
average  of  two  letters  a  day  received.  This 
post-office  was  put  up  for  the  oonvenience  of 
the  people  of  the  place,  and  was  only  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  another  post-office.  The  depart- 
ment did  not  see  its  way  to  make  any  allow- 
ance, but  if  the  duties  should  increase  some 
small  gratuity  would  be  given. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  said  the  information 
supplied  by  the  department  was  wrong.  Theie 
was  no  post-office  within  a  great  many  miles  of 
this  one. 

LANGDALE    AND    DREYERTON    TELE- 
PHONE. 
Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Postmaster-Gene- 
ral, If  he  will  take  into  consideration  the  ad- 


visability of  establishing  a  telephone-station  at 
Langdale,  Whareama ;  also  the  advisability  of 
establishing  a  telephone-station  at  the  Droyer- 
ton  Post-office,  Wairarapa  ? 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  a  telephone-station 
at  Langdale  would  be  to  accommodate  only  a 
few  runholders,  and  the  Government  thought 
they  ought  to  be  at  the  expense  of  a  private 
wire  for  themselves.  As  to  a  Dreyerton  tele- 
phone-station, as  soon  as  the  railway  was  more 
advanced  in  that  district  there  would  be  a  tele- 
phone-station established  there. 

TELEPHONE  EXCHANGE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  he  will  make  provision 
for  having  the  telephone  exchange  opened  from 
8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  Sundays?  He  had  been 
induced  to  put  this  question  from  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  communication  in  the  large  centres 
of  population  on  Sundays.  In  the  case  of  hos- 
pitals and  asyliuns,  where  the  immediate  at- 
tendance of  medical  men  might  be  required, 
they  were  entirely  shut  out  from  telephonic 
communication  during  the  Sunday.  In  many 
cases  it  was  a  matter  of  life  and  death,  and  be 
thought  the  telephone  exchange  should  be  kept 
open  on  Sunday  as.  well  as  on  any  other  day, 
and  the  cost  to  the  State  would  be  the  pay- 
ment of  ten  shillings  to  a  clerk  to  attend  to 
the  office.  He  knew  of  one  case  of  emergency 
in  Wellington,  where  the  surgeon  was  wanted, 
and  the  delay  that  occurred  militated  against 
the  success  of  the  operation  to  be  performed. 
There  was  another  case  of  a  patient  suffering 
from  delirium  tretnensy  who  had  got  away  from 
the  building,  and  if  conmiunication  had  been 
open  with  the  police  office  to  obtain  assist- 
ance the  result  might  have  been  different 
from  what  had  occurred.  Considering  the 
small  cost,  and  the  great  convenience  it  would 
be  to  the  public,  the  Government  should  popu- 
larize the  telephonic  exchange,  and  not  shut 
persons  out  from  the  use  of  the  telephone  from 
8  o'clock  a.m.  until  5  o'clock  p.m.  on  Sundays. 
At  all  events,  as  regarded  communication  be- 
tween medical  men  and  their  patients,  or  as 
between  charitable  institutions  and  hospitals, 
it  was,  in  his  opinion,  absolutely  necessary  that 
arrangements  should  be  made  for  maintaining 
communication.  It  was  with  this  object  in 
view  that  he  asked  the  question. 

Mr.  STOUT,  in  reply,  said  that  there  had 
been  no  general  expression  of  opinion  that 
what  was  asked  for  in  this  question  should 
be  granted.  Honourable  members  were  awate 
that  the  telephone  exchange  was  connected 
mainly  with  business  premises,  and  the  only 
persons  who  desired  any  change  from  present 
Sunday  practice  were  the  doctors.  The  Govern- 
ment did  not  see  their  way  to  comply  with 
the  request  of  those  gentlemen,  for  they  were 
not  desirous  of  increasing  the  Sunday  work  of 
Government  employes. 

APPEALS  AGAINST  .WARDENS'  DECL 

SIGNS. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  he  will  this  session  prepare  amended  regola- 
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4ions  nndei  and  in  conformity  with  "  The  Mines 
Act,  1877,"  and  that  in  the  said  regulations 
power  should  be  given  to  appeal  against  the 
■decisions  of  the  Wardens  when  given  in  hearing 
•objections  to  grants  for  rights  under  sections  22 
and  27  of  regulations  now  in  force?  Section 
22  provided  that — 

"Any  person  desirous  of  obtaining  a  regis- 
tered right  to  any  of  the  under-mentioned 
claims,  rights,  or  privileges  shall,  after  mak- 
ing the  same,  give  notice  to  the  Warden  and 
to  all  persons  whose  interests  will  obviously  be 
ftfiected,  in  the  form  provided  in  the  Schedule 
bereto,  or  to  the  like  efiect,  and  shall  post 
and  maintain  for  fourteen  clear  days  copies  of 
Bach  notices  in  such  conspicuous  places  as  are 
hereinafter  more  particularly  specified :  Water- 
zace,  drainage  area,  tail-race,  branch  race, 
flood-race,  sludge-channel,  main  tail-race,  al- 
terations or  extension  of  a  race,  diversion  of  the 
course  of  a  creek  or  river,  tramway  or  shoot  for 
mining  purposes,  dam  or  reservoir,  puddling 
machine,  amalgamation  of  claims,  residence 
area,  tunnel,  protection  for  more  than  fourteen 
days  and  renewal,  special  site  for  machinery 
or  for  any  other  mining  purpose,  double  claim, 
extended  claim, .  prospecting  area,  ordinary 
qnartz  claim." 

In  all  these  cases  applications  were  to  be  heard 
by  the  Warden.    And  section  27  read  thus ; — 

'*At  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the 
hearing  of  any  application  for  any  of  the  claims, 
lights,  or  privileges  specified  in  section  22,  the 
name  of  the  applicant  shall  be  called,  and  the 
application  and  objections,  if  any,  heard ;  and 
if  no  valid  objection  has  been  lodged,  and  if  the 
Warden  sees  no  valid  objection,  he  may  grant 
the  application,  upon  such  terms  as  he  may 
think  necessary  or  desirable  for  the  public 
good ;  and  the  same  shall  be  registered,  and  a 
certificate  of  registration,  or,  in  the  case  of  a 
water-race,  a  license,  shall  be  issued  to  the  ap- 
plicant.'* 

Under  this  regulation  it  was  left  in  the  power 
of  the  Warden  to  decide  applications  that  might 
involve  thousands  of  pounds'  worth  of  property, 
and  there  wets  no  right  of  appeal  against  the 
decision,  and  no  opportunity  for  review.  Under 
the  Gold  Fields  Act  of  1865,  a  Warden,  in 
giving  a  decision,  if  called  upon  had  to  state 
his  reasons,  and  these  reasons  were  subject  to 
be  reviewed ;  but  now  a  Warden,  sibtmg  in 
his  ministerial  capacity,  could  decide  one  way 
or  the  other  in  reference  perhaps  to  property 
of  very  great  value,  and  the  person  aggrieved 
had  no  remedy  whatever.  Another  ground  of 
complaint  was  that  a  Warden  had  no  power  to 
award  expenses.  In  cases  where  an  objection 
vas  npheld,  the  objector  got  no  expenses :  he 
Inonght  his  witnesses,  and  perhaps  had  to 
travS  twenty  miles,  and,  though  successful, 
yet  he  received  nothing  for  expenses.  He  held 
that  this  diould  be  altered,  and  that,  in  dealing 
with  such  matters,  the  Warden  should  have 
the  same  power  that  he  would  have  if  sitting 
in  a  judicial  capacity.  If  a  man's  objection 
were  not  good,  then  he  should  have  to  pay 
eizpenaes;  but,  if  his  objection  were  good,  he 
Bhoold  have  his  costs.    He  might  mention  a 


case  to  illustrate  what  he  had  been  saying,  and 
which  must  be  known  to  the  Minister.  He 
alluded  to  the  case  of  Byrne,  Smith,  and  Com- 
pany, where  a  Warden  granted  a  certificate  for  a 
prospecting  area.  Shortly  after  this  he  granted 
a  lease  for  a  claim  overlapping  the  prospecting 
area.  The  two  titles  were  extant  at  the  same 
time,  and  both  persons  were  in  possession  at  the 
same  time.  The  same  thing  might  occur  again, 
and  yet  the  person  aggrieved  had  to  be  content 
with  the  Warden's  decision,  having  no  right  of 
appeal.  That  was  one  phase  of  the  question. 
Then,  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Frederick 
Marshall,  secretary  to  the  Kimiara  Miners' 
Association,  calling  attention  to  other  matters. 
Mr.  Marshall,  in  writing  with  reference  to  the 
Bill  amending  the  Mines  Act  which  he  (Mr. 
Seddon)  had  brought  before^  the  House,  said, — 
"  I  see  you  intend  to  introduce  a  measure  to 
amend  the  Mines  Act.  I  have  long  thought 
something  of  the  kind  necessckry,  and  hope  you 
will  pardon  me  if  I  ofier  a  suggestion  or  two 
on  the  subject.  In  the  first  place,  I  will  draw 
your  attention  to  a  discrepancy  that  arises  be- 
tween clauses  9  and  12,  Section  III.  of  the 
regulations.  You  will  see  that  clause  9  pro- 
vides a  tabulated  form  showing  the  extent  of 
ground  a  man  or  party  can  hold.  In  clause  12, 
relating  to  frontage  claims,  each  man  is  en- 
titled to  hold  100ft.  frontage,  so  that,  say  a 
party  of  five  driving  a  tunnel  on  the  frontage 
system  strike  a  lead  of  gold,  they  have  the 
option  of  blocking  oif  double  as  much  ground 
as  they  would  be  entitled  to  for  an  ordinary 
claim,  providing  that  they  duly  represented 
it.  I  do  not  think  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Act  to  give  a  man  double  ground,  as  well 
as  the  advantage  gained  in  having  a  frontage 
claim.  To  my  mind  a  frontage  claim  should 
be  marked  precisely  the  same  as  an  ordinary 
claim,  always  allowing  the  1,000yd.  to  repre- 
sent the  width.  If  the  marldng  of  an  ordinary 
claim  was  so  altered  as  to  give  each  man  in  a 
party  100ft.  along  the  course  of  a  lead,  it  would 
be  much  fairer  than  at  present  arranged :  clause 
12  might  then  stand  as  it  is.  With  regiurd  to 
marking  an  ordinary  claim,  you  will  see,  by 
referring  to  the  table  appended  to  clause  9,  that 
each  man  in  a  party  over  two  gets  much  less 
ground  than  he  is  entitled  to.  Providing  a  lead 
should  be  only  60ft.  wide,  surely  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act  was  to  give  a  man  lOQft.  of 
auriferous  ground,  and  not,  as  it  sometimes  is 
the  case,  only  an  amount  ranging — according 
to  the  table  referred  to— from  26ft.  to  44ft.  I 
notice  in  clause  13,  relative  to  marking  river  or 
creek  claims,  a  man  gets  the  full  lOOft.  along 
its  course ;  so  that  it  seems  somewhat  of  an 
anomeJy  that  old  creek-beds,  which  happen  to 
be  covered  up  by  a  high  terrace,  should  be 
marked  differently.  I  think  a  man  should 
be  entitled  to  100ft.  of  auriferous  ground, 
marked  in  any  way  that  will  best  secure 
that  amount.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for 
the  table  alluded  to  at  all.  The  next  mat- 
ter I  should  Uke  to  refer  to  is  the  fact  that,  in 
Otago,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  certain  dis- 
tricts which  were  known  to  be  well  worked,  so 
that  the  cream  of  the  gold  was  gone,  were  pxo- 
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claimed  poor  districts,  so  that  each  holder  of  a 
miner's  right  could  occupy  an  acre  without  any 
survey  or  other  conditions  as  are  mentioned  in 
clause  11  relating  to  extended  claims." 

He  might  mention  that  £3  per  annum  was 
enforced  hy  the  regulation,  and  the  regulation 
also  enforced  a  survey  of  these  claims,  which 
had  to  be  made  by  a  District  Surveyor,  and  he 
had  known  three  or  four  months  elapse  before 
miners  could  get  a  survey  made.  The  cost  was 
an  unnecessary  cost,  because  it  was  quite  suffi- 
cient to  put  pegs  in,  without  having  a  survey 
at  all.  That  was  what  was  alluded  to  in  the 
letter : — 

"I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  every 
facility  should  be  extended  to  the  miner,  so  as 
to  maice  him  assume  the  character  of  a  settler 
as  much  as  his  avocation  will  allow,  and  not 
keep  shifting  him  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other,  oftentimes  a  penniless  beggar." 

These  were  the  reasons  for  bringing  forward 
this  question.  He  thought  he  hod  given  suffi- 
cient information  to  the  Minister,  and  would 
point  out  that,  unless  he  took  advantage  of  the 
days  they  had  to  sit,  he  would  be  too  late,  as,  if 
they  adjourned  within  the  next  fortnight,  those 
regulations  would  not  become  law.  There  was 
a  Mines  Act  before  the  House,  and  for  that 
reason  he  asked  for  an  immediate  answer. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  was  thankful  to 
the  honourable  member  for  the  information  he 
had  given.  He  understood  the  question  to  be, 
whether  the  Government  were  prepared  to  ex- 
tend the  power  of  appeal  from  the  decisions  of 
the  Gold  Folds  Wardens.  He  did  not  think 
it  was  desirable  to  give  undue  facilities  for 
litigation,  and  large  powers  were  now  given 
under  the  Mines  Act.  However,  it  was  im- 
possible to  draw  up  regulations  at  this  period 
of  the  session,  and  they  would  have  to  be  care- 
fully considered  during  the  recess.  If  it  were 
found  desirable  to  increase  the  power  of  appeal 
against  the  decisions  of  Wardens,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  bring  down  regulations  next  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  was  a  power  of 
appeal  given  where  the  Wardens  sat  judicially ; 
but  this  referred  to  proceedings  where  the 
Warden  sat  in  his  ministerial  capacity. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  that  a  power  of  appeal  from 
decisions  given  by  the  Warden  in  his  ministerial 
discretion  had  never  been  given. 

ST.  JOSEPH'S  ORPHANAGE. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  make  some  provision,  on  the 
public  works  estimates  or  otherwise,  for  sup- 
plying urgent  needs  in  the  building  of  St. 
Joseph's  Orphanage,  at  Wellington  ?  The  fact 
has  been  brought  to  his  notice  that  the  Or- 
phanage at  Wellington  was  in  an  exceedingly 
dilapidated  condition,  being  scarcely  water- 
proof. It  was  thirty  years  old.  It  was  em- 
ployed to  a  certain  extent  as  a  public  building ; 
it  was  the  only  orphanage  in  this  part  of  New 
Zealand ;  and  every  day  he  believed  the  neoes- 
flity  for  having  an  orphanage  in  one  or  otJier 
of  the  Cook  Strait  settlements  was  becoming 
more  pressing.  He  therefore  thought  it  would 
Mr.  Seddon 


be  a  good  thing  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Government  to  the  matter,  and  ask  whether,  in 
one  form  or  another,  they  could  see  their  way 
to  have  some  slight  repairs  done  to  this  build- 
ing without  delay. 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  this  question  of  St. 
Joseph's  Orphanage,  Wellington  —  which  was 
a  private  institution  managed  by  the  Catholic 
Church — had  been  brought  before  the  Cabinet 
and  himself,  as  Minister  of  Education,  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Te  Aro  on  more  than 
one  occasion.  In  fact,  the  honourable  memb^ 
for  To  Aro  had  been  not  unduly  but  very  per- 
sistent in  asking  for  a  grant  for  this  purpose; 
but  the  Government  really  had  no  funds  to  do- 
vote  to  this  object.  If  they  were  to  give  build- 
ing grants  to  an  orphanage  connected  with, 
one  Church,  they  would  have  to  do  the  same 
throughout  the  colony. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Are  there  orphanagep 
connected  with  any  other  Churches  ? 

Mr.  STOUT  said  there  were.  The  Church  of 
England  Bishop  in  Dunedin  had  an  orphanage 
of  his  own.  If  they  accepted  the  principle 
that  they  were  to  aid  private  institutions  that 
looked  after  their  own  poor,  they  would  have  te 
give  aid  not  now  given  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund.  He  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  this 
was  a  very  deserving  orphanage,  and,  from  what 
he  could  gather,  it  had  done  a  great  deal  of 
good  in  looking  after  poor  waifs  and  strays  in 
this  and  other  places.  But  there  was  a  large 
principle  involved  in  this,  and  he  was  sorry 
they  could  not  see  their  way  to  give  the  aia 
first  asked  for  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Te  Aro. 

POLICE  PROSECUTIONS. 

Mr.  BBOWN  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice* 
If  he  is  aware  that  the  police  are  instructed,  by 
persons  other  than  the  Minister  of  Justice  or  thie 
Attorney-General,  to  abstain  from  the  prosecu- 
tion of  felonies,  where  an  alleged  act  of  felony 
has  been  reported  by  the  police,  and  when  the 
District  Inspector  is  of  opinioif  that  a  proseoa- 
tion  should  ensue ;  and  whether  he  will,  where 
such  interference  has  occurred,  inform  Uie 
Inspector  that  he  is  to  perform  his  civil  duties 
subject  only  to  the  directions  of  the  Minister 
of  Justice  or  the  Attorney-General  ?  In  answer 
to  a  question  put  by  him  in  1882  he  received  a 
reply  from  the  Minister  of  Justice  to  the  e£[ect 
that  in  no  case  wore  the  police  interfered  wiUi 
in  that  respect  by  the  Crown  Prosecutor;  but 
he  was  informed  that  this  afternoon  a  report 
hod  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  other  Cham- 
ber stating  that  such  interference  had  taken 
place,  whereby  a  miscarriage  of  justioe  had 
occurred. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  the  question  did  not 
indicate  any  particular  case,  and  he  was  not 
aware  that  the  police  had  been  instructed  to 
abstain  from  prosecuting  in  any  case.  In  answer 
to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  he  wouM 
say  that,  if  any  case  of  such  interference  oame 
under  his  notice,  he  would  make  due  investirait- 
tion,  and  regard  it  as  his  duty  to  see  that  the 
course  of  justice  was  not  impeded. 
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GOVERNMENT  EMPLOYES. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  GUINNESS,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing — (1)  The  number  of  hours  that 
Government  employ^  are  required  to  wprk  in 
ihe  several  departments;  (2)  the  amount,  if 
any,  that  has  been  paid  for  overtime  during 
the  year  ended  Slst  March,  1884,  to  Govern- 
ment employ^. 

WELLINGTON  COLLEGE  RESERVES 
CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

Mr.  STOUT,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  that  it  was  simply  carrying 
crat  a  promise  of — ^in  fact,  he  might  say  action 
taken  by — the  Provincial  Gtovemment  of  Wel- 
lington, and  consented  to  by  three  or  four 
Ministnes.  In  1876  reserves  were  marked  on 
the  official  map  of  the  district  and  ordered  to 
be  Crown-granted,  but  through  some  mistake 
in  the  office  the  Crown  grants  were  never 
issued.  The  reserves  formed  part  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Fitzherbert  and  of  the  Township  of 
Palxnerston ;  but  at  the  time  they  were  made 
they  formed  part  of  the  Crown  lands  of  the 
colony,  and  were  not  included  in  the  reserves 
for  those  townships.  They  were  afterwards 
marked  on  the  map  as  reserves  for  the  edu- 
cational purposes  of  the  colony.  They  were 
never  reserved  for  borough  purposes  or  for  any 
other  purpose,  until  reserved  for  college  pur- 
poses. He  therefore  could  not  see  how  there 
ooold  be  any  objection  to  the  Bill,  as  it  only 
CArried  out  promises  made  by  previous  Govern- 
ments. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  thought  the  House  ought 
to  be  careful,  in  passing  this  Bill.  It  was  de- 
priving the  outlying  districts  of  that  which 
they  were  entitled  to,  and  he  did  not  think 
they  should  endow  Wellington  and  deprive  the 
outlying  districts  of  what  rightly  belonged  to 
them.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  any  one 
in  the  outlying  districts  would  be  in  a  position 
to  send  his  child  to  Wellington  to  share  in  the 
benefits  that  would  accrue  from  these  endow- 
ments. He  did  not  think  that  the  Government 
was  altogether  right  in  taking  charge  of  Bills 
which  were  introduced  by  private  members. 
This  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  and  he  saw  the  name  of  Mr. 
Brandon  attached  to  it.  It  would  have  been 
more  in  keeping  with  the  proper  custom  if  Mr. 
Brandon  had  handed  his  Bill  over  to  some 
private  member  of  the  House.  This  was  esta- 
biflhing  a  bad  precedent — opening  the  way  to 
passing  measures  through  the  House  without 
their  receiving  that  attention  they  required, 
on  account  of  being  taken  charge  of  by  the 
Oovermnent.  If  he  had  a  Bill  for  a  similar 
poipoee  which  he  wanted  to  get  passed  he 
Bhoold  certainly  ask  the  Government  to  take 
chaige  of  it,  because  when  Bills  were  taken 
oharge  of  by  the  Government  they  generally 
passed  through  the  House  without  much  obser- 
vation or  obstruction. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  had  to  oppose  the  second 
leading  of  this  Bill ;  and  he  did  so  under  con- 
fliderable  difficulty.  The  honourable  member 
loc  Oamam  had  just  now  observed  that  he 


thought   it   would  be  very  much  better  for 

Srivate  members  to  bring  in  measures  of  this 
escription.  He  would  recall  the  honourable 
gentleman's  mind  to  the  fact  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Thomdon  asked  that  the 
second  reading  should  be  fixed  for  that  day^ 
but  somehow  or  other,  in  the  interval  between 
that  time  and  now,  the  charge  of  the  Bill  had 
been  transferred  to  the  Premier.  It  appeared 
to  him,  therefore,  that  the  motives  for  bring- 
ing in  this  Bill  were  not  very  good,  when  the 
Premier  had  to  take  charge  of  it.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Thomdon  had  evidently  been 
afiaid  to  allow  the  Bill  to  stand  on  its  own 
merits,  and  therefore  the  Premier's  influence 
was  brought  to  bear  upon  its  passage  through 
the  House .  The  honourable  member  for  Thom- 
don had  more  parliamentary  experience  than 
he  (Mr.  Macarthur)  had,  and  he  would  have- 
been  quite  able  to  take  charge  of  the  Bill  him- 
self. In  opposing  this  Bill  he  felt  that  he  wa» 
opposing  an  antagonist  with  whom  he  was  not 
able  to  cope.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would 
carefully  consider  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
not  decide  on  it  hastily.  It  was  well  known 
amongst  honourable  members  that  there  was 
a  very  strong  feeling  against  granting  these 
reserves  for  higher  education.  Spealang  on 
the  general  question,  these  endowments  were 
simply  for  the  benefit  of  the  larger  to^ms. 
The  people  in  the  country  had  no  chance  of 
availing  themselves  of  the  benefits  accruing 
from  these  reserves,  which  were  taken  away 
from  the  districts  to  which  they  belonged  and 
handed  over  to  the  large  towns,  which  reaped 
the  whole  of  the  benefits  from  them.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  opposed  higher 
education;  but  the  large  towns  ought  not  to 
ask  to  be  provided  with  endowments  at  the 
expense  of  the  country  districts.  The  Pre- 
mier had  stated  that  this  Bill  was  brought  in 
on  account  of  the  pledges  made  by  previous 
Governments.  The  whole  matter  turned  upon 
this:  The  Superintendent  of  Wellington,  in 
1876,  just  before  the  provinces  were  abolished, 
tried,  with  great  zeal  for  the  town  in  which  he 
was  interested,  to  get  Crown  grants  drawn  up 
for  these  reserves ;  but,  because  he  had  not 
the  legal  power  to  issue  them,  they  were  never 
issued.  The  Superintendent  went  a  little 
further  than  he  had  any  power  to  go.  It 
was  found  he  had  not  the  legal  power  to  issue 
those  Crown  grants;  and  yet  they  were  told 
that,  because  the  Superintendent  had  made  a- 
promise  which  was  ultra  vires,  the  Government 
felt  bound  to  carry  out  the  promise.  Would 
the  Government  do  the  same  thing  in  other 
cases?  If  an  official  did  that  which  he  had 
no  power  to  do,  he  (Mr.  Macarthur)  submitted 
that  a  higher  power  had  no  right  to  validate 
an  illegal  proceeding,  unless  it  was  shown  that 
some  injustice  had  been  done  inadvertently* 
It  was  a  question  whether  the  subject  of  higher 
education  should  be  dealt  with  by  the  State  at 
all.  He  contended  that  these  reserves  should 
not  be  taken  away  from  the  Town  of  Palmers- 
ton.  Even  if  the  railway  from  Palmerston  to 
Wellington  were  made,  the  Palmerston  people 
would  not  send  their  children  to  the  Welling* 
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ton  College,  because  they  could  get  as  ^ood  an 
education  at  the  Wanganui  College,  which  was 
nearer.  "When  one-half  of  Pabnerston  was  set 
tip  for  sale,  a  large  reserve  was  sot  apart  for  the 
use  of  the  township.  This  large  reserve  was 
exhibited  at  three  successive  auctions  in  1866 
and  1867,  showing  that  these  reserves  were  for 
•the  use  of  the  township.  Some  years  after- 
wards the  Government  took  it  upon  themselves 
to  put  up  some  of  these  reserves  for  sale.  A 
protest  was  entered  against  that  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  ]c»lace,  and  that  protest  was  laid 
l>efore  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  the  Superintendent, 
and  Mr.  Bunny,  the  Provincial  Secretary. 
The  Government  had  previously  sold  one-half 
of  the  town,  on  the  faith  that  these  sections 
should  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  town- 
ship. It  was  thus  a  distinct  breach  of  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  offer  it  for 
sale.  The  land  was  sold,  however,  and  the 
reserve  thereby  very  much  reduced.  A  shorfc 
time  afterwards,  when  some  more  land  was 
being  surveyed,  the  surveyor  consulted  some 
of  the  leading  people  of  the  place  with  regard 
to  the  reserves,  and  it  was  suggested  that 
these  sections  which  were  now  proposed  to 
be  given  to  the  Wellington  College  should  be 
called  "  the  College  Reserve."  That  was  done, 
ftfid  upon  that  the  Wellington  College  founded 
its  'claim  to  the  reserve.  It  was  so  called, 
looking  forward  to  the  time  when  Palmerston 
might  have  a  college  of  its  own  for  the  educa- 
tion of  its  children,— not  thinking  at  all  of  the 
Wellingtbn  College.  The  Superintendent  made 
im  effort  to  get  these  reserves  granted  to  the 
Wellington  College,  and,  had  it  not  been  for  its 
being  discovered  that  the  Crown  grants  were 
illegal,  they  would  have  been  issued  and  the 
matter  settled.  They  got  so  far  as  to  get  the 
Crown  grants  signed.  In  1876  the  Superin- 
tendent withdrew  these  lands  from  sale.  He 
then  wrote  to  the  General  Government  the  fol- 
lowing letter  :— 

"  Superintendent's  Office, 

"  WelUngton,  4th  March,  1876. 

"  Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  request  that 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  may  be  moved  to 
-grant  the  setting- apart  of  the  .undermentioned 
waste  lands  of  the  Crown  for  educational  pur- 
poses in  connection  with  the  Wellington  College 
and  the  Education  Bosbrd  of  this  province,  as 
provided  under  *  The  University  Endowment 
Act,  1868,*  and  *The  Wellington  Education 
Beserves  Act,  1871,'  as  a  means  of  advancing 
the  efforts  now  being  made  to  place  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  College  and  the  Education  Board 
in  a  position  that  will  the  better  enable  them 
to  meet  the  very  large  and  pressing  demands 
on  their  very  limited  funds. 

"  In  anticipation  of  your  answer,  I  have  this 
-day  withdrawn  the  lands  referred  to  from  sale 
by  Proclamation. 

"  The  detailed  schedule  and  maps  herewith 
will  furnish  the  means  for  ascertaining  the 
locality  of  the  proposed  reserves. — I  have,  &c., 

"  WM.  FirZHKRBEBT, 

"  Superintendent. 
^*  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
"  Wellington." 
Mr,  Macarthwr 


On  the  12th  April,  1876,  the  answer  was  sent 
that  it  was  found  impossible,  in  the  then  st^te 
of  the  law,  to  make  the  reserve  required,  and 
that  the  whole  matter  was  under  the  oonsideza- 
tion  of  the  Government.  A  short  time  after- 
wards, in  some  mysterious  way,  these  grants 
were  actually  pr^ared  and  handed  over  to  the 
Crown  Lands  Omce;  but,  fortunately,  the  il- 
legality was  discovered  in  time,  and  &ey  were 
not  issued.  It  was  attempted  to  found  a  olaJm 
upon  the  fact  that  the  grants  had  been  issued ; 
and  Dr.  Giles,  who  was  then  Secretary  for  Crown 
Lajids,  wrote, — 

"  In  March,  1876,  the  Superintendent  of  Wel- 
lington requested  the  General  Government  to 
to  reserve  certain  lands  as  endowments  for  the 
Board  of  Education  and  Wellington  College. 
The  Government  was  advised  that  no  power 
existed  to  make  the  reserves  as  requested.  The 
Superintendent  was  advised  to  that  effect  on 
the  6th  and  13th  July,  1876.  Instructions  were 
sent  by  the  Under-Secretary  for  Crown  Lands 
to  the  Commissioner  to  prepare  grants  for  the 
lands  in  question,  both  to  the  Education  Board 
and  to  the  Wellington  College.  The  grants  to 
the  Education  Board  have  been  issued ;  but  for 
those  to  the  Wellington  College  no  legal  autho- 
rity could  be  found.  The  Secretary  to  the  Wd- 
lington  College  was  informed  to  this  effect  on 
the  16th  March,  1877.  I  cannot  find  any  trace 
of  the  authority  under  which  the  Secretary  for 
Crown  Lands  directed  the  preparation  of  the 
grants ;  but,  in  any  case,  his  communication  to 
the  Commissioner  was  a  communication  within 
the  department.  The  case  therefore  stands 
thus:  The  late  Provincial  Government  with- 
drew certain  lands  from  sale  for  the  purpose  of 
endowing  the  College  with  them.  The  Gene- 
ral Government  would  have  carried  out  this 
intention  had  there  been  aJiy  legal  power  to  do 
so,  but  there  was  not." 

The  Atkinson  Government  —  in  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine  was  Minis- 
ter of  Lands — brought  in  a  Bill  in  1881  to 
validate  the  act  of  the  Superintendent.  He 
contended  that,  the  act  of  the  Superintendent 
being  ultra  vires  from  the  beginning,  there 
could  be  no  right  to  these  reserves;  and  the 
question  was,  whether  the  Legislature  intended 
to  give  these  endowments  to  an  institution 
from  which  the  people  of  Palmerston  could 
derive  no  advantage.  The  whole  history  of 
this  thing  was  very  peculiar.  In  1878  a  Bill 
was  brought  in,  similar  to  the  present  Bill, 
confirming  this  grant  of  certain  reserves.  These 
reserves  were  mentioned  in  a  Proclamation  by 
the  Superintendent  in  1876 ;  and  these  sections 
in  the  district  he  represented  were  omitted 
from  that  Bill.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
difficulty  then  about  the  Wellington  College, 
and  it  was  thought  then,  ajid  was  proved  to 
be  the  case,  that  a  great  deal  of  opposition 
was  offered  to  the  confirmation  of  these  re- 
serves in  another  branch  of  the  Legislatnie. 
The  reserves  he  was  now  speaking  of  wera 
omitted  from  the  Act  of  1878,  thereby  showing 
that  the  promoters  of  the  measure  were  afraid 
to  ask  for  too  much  at  that  time,  and  were 
desirous  of  getting  the  reserves  in  instalments. 
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In  1881,  in  1882,  in  1888,  imd  now  in  1884  they 
asked  that  the  title  to  tiie  sections  which  had 
been  omitted  should  be  confirmed.  When  the 
Bill  was  introduced  in  another  place  the  words 
**  accidentally  omitted  "  were  used ;  but,  when 
the  Bill  was  next  brought  down,  the  word  *'  acci- 
dentally "  was  left  out.  He  believed  they  had 
some  scruples  of  conscience,  and  felt  that  they 
were  makmg  an  exorbitant  request.  The  whole 
matter  rested  upon  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  Legislature  was  prepared  to  give  endow- 
ments for  higher  education  or  not :  it  was  not 
at  all  a  question  of  former  grants  made  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Wellington.  They  had  the 
reservation  of  three  thousand  acres  of  land 
oonfizmed  by  the  Act  of  1878,  and  now  about  a 
thousand  acres  more  were  asked  for  in  this  Bill. 
He  contended  that  it  was  not  desirable  that  the 
Wellington  College  should  have  these  reserves 
confirmed — reserves  situated  in  a  district  that 
received  no  benefit  whatever  from  the  insti- 
tution. When  the  honourable  member  for 
Thomdon  asked  that  the  Bill  should  be  set 
down  for  second  reading  there  was  a  report 
received  that  the  Standing  Orders  had  not 
been  complied  with.  That  neglect  was  of  a 
piece  with  the  whole  proceedings  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  He  did  not  complain  about  that. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time  m  another  place 
although  the  Standing  Orders  had  not  been 
complied  with.  The  Premier  had  stated  that 
there  had  been  only  an  omission  of  two  days — 
that  it  was  merely  a  technical  matter ;  but,  if 
these  omissions  were  allowed,  advantage  might 
be  taken  of  them,  and  ultimately  the  Standing 
Orders  would  be  neglected  altogether.  It  was 
stated  that  the  inhabitants  had  notice,  because 
they  had  petitioned  against  the  Bill.  The  peti- 
tion was  prepared  when  the  first  reading  came 
on  in  the  Council,  and  it  showed  on  the  face  of 
it  that  it  had  been  prepared  in  a  hasty  man- 
ner, because  it  did  not  set  forth  the  real  reason 
why  the  reserve  should  not  be  granted  to  the 
Wellington  College.  The  Wellington  College 
refused  to  pay  the  rates ;  they  never  acknow- 
ledged tiieir  liability  in  any  way,  until,  now 
that  the  land  had  become  more  valuable,  they 
tried  to  get  it  by  this  Bill.  Having  hitherto 
repudiated  their  obligations  in  regaird  to  the 
land,  the  whole  matter  should  be  commenced 
de  novo.  He  should  most  strenuously  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  MACAl^REW  was  considerably  im- 
pressed with  the  speech  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Manawatu,  and  the  House  was  to 
be  congratulated  upon  having  a  new  member 
who  could  state  his  case  so  clearly  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  done.  He  under- 
stood it  was  his  maiden  speech  to  the  House. 
As  this  Bill  must  go  before  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  where  the  whole  matter  would  be 
inquired  into  and  evidence  taken,  he  would 
suggest  to  the  honourable  member  that  he 
should  allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
When  the  Bill  came  back  from  the  Conmiittee, 
if  the  honourable  member  was  not  satisfied,  he 
could  then  take  up  the  adverse  position  he  was 
now  taking. 

>Ir.  EOLLESTON  agreed  with  the  honour- 


able member  for  Port  Chalmers  that  the- 
honourable  member  for  Manawatu  had  handled 
his  case  very  well ;  but  he  was  soriy  that  he 
could  not  8upx)ort  him  in  his  opposition  to  this 
Bill.  It  was  only  due  to  himself  to  say  what 
he  knew  upon  this  subject.  The  honourable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers,  when  a  Minister^ 
had  promised  that  this  reserve  should  be  given. 

Hi.  MACARTHUR  said  the  honourable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  had  made  no  dis- 
tinct  promise.  The  Superintendent  was  asked 
to  show  that  the  College  had  a  legal  right  ta 
the  land,  which  had  not  been  done. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  letter  conveyed 
to  the  parties  concerned  the  impression  that 
the  Government  would  carry  out  what  the 
Superintendent  had  promised  and  intended 
should  be  done.  The  facts  were  simply  these  i 
This  reserve  never  in  any  sense  belonged  to  the 
Town  of  Palmerston;  it  was  never  anything 
but  Crown  land.  The  Superintendent  did  no- 
thing illegal.  This  land  was  open  for  sale,  and,, 
although  the 'Superintendent  was  never  averse 
to  getting  money,  either  from  Crown  land  or  in 
any  other  way,  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the 
province,  instead  of  selling  the  land  he  with- 
drew it  from  sale  for  a  certain  purpose.  He 
wrote  to  the  Government  asking  them  to  carry 
out  the  purpose  for  which  the  land  was  with- 
drawn from  sale.  If  the  Superintendent  liad 
not  withdrawn  the  land  from  sale,  it  would  have 
been  sold  and  have  gone  into  private  hands, 
instead  of  becoming  a  reserve  for  educational 
purposes ;  and  he  would  have  hod  the  monoy^ 
When  it  became  a  reserve,  it  was,  in  somewhat 
the  same  position  as  the  sections  sold.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  Wellington  College 
should  not  be  in  the  same  position  in  regard  to 
this  land  as  the  holders  of  the  land  sold  when 
the  land  was  cut  up.  A  number  of  sections 
were  cut  up  and  sold,  and  a  recreation  reserve 
was  also  made,  adjoining  the  reserve  for  the 
College.  He  must  say  the  honourable  member 
for  Manawatu  was  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  clever  way  in  which  he  had  handled  this- 
subject.  The  honourable  gentleman  ap^aled 
to  the  few  members  of  the  House  who  objected 
to  reserves  for  secondary  education.  That  was 
outside  the  question  as  to  whether  the  Govern- 
ment were  morally  bound  to  carry  out  the  lia- 
bility of  the  province,  which  was  incurred  with 
their  consent.  He  considered  the  Government 
would  be  committing  a  breach  of  faith  if  they 
did  not  cdlrry  out  the  granting  of  this  reserve 
entirely  irrespective  of  the  question  as  to  whe- 
ther there  should  be  reserves  for  higher  educa- 
tion or  not.  Three  Governments  had  gone 
carefully  into  the  question,  and  two  or  wree 
Conmiittees  had  gone  carefully  into  it ;  and  he 
thought  no  amount  of  argument  could  do  away 
with  the  facts  of  the  case,  or  with  the  propriety 
of  the  Government  appropriating  this  land  for 
the  object  originally  intended. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Mfiknawatu  had  certainly  made  out  a  very 
good  case,  from  his  own  point  of  view ;  but  what 
were  the  real  facts?  In  1876  this  land  was 
absolutely  granted  by  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  who  was 
then  Superintendent  of  the  provinciaJ  district; 
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but,  owing  to  some  careleBsness  on  the  part  of 
the  person  who  prepared  the  Proclaination,  the 
land  was  accidentally  omitted.  The  late  Mr. 
Holdsworth,  who  was  then  Chief  Commissioner 
•of  Crown  Lands,  admitted  tiiat  the  land  was 
accidentally  omitted  from  the  schedule  by  the 
olerk.  The  Wellington  College  had  to  get  the 
title  to  this  land,  but,  owing  to  some  technical 
•quibble,  was  unable  to  do  so.  One  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  District  of  Wellington  brought 
in  a  Bill  five  or  six  years  ago;  but,  owing  to 
some  carelessness,  this  reserve  was  omitted  by 
the  person  who  drafted  the  measure.  A  letter 
wabs  written  by  the  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  when  Minister  of  Lands  which  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  land  should  bo  given  to 
the  College,  and  that  the  Government  were  in 
favour  of  that  course  being  adopted.  A  mem- 
ber of  the  Vogel  Ministry  in  1870  was  in  favour 
•of  it,  and  a  Bill  had  been  brought  in  for  this 
purpose.  The  present  measure  had  passed 
through  the  Upper  House,  after  having  been 
•carefully  considered.  The  whole  matter  had 
been  carefully  considered,  and  there  could  be 
no  question  that  this  land  was  rightfully,  except 
in  a  technical  point  of  view,  the  property  of  the 
Wellington  College.  The  honourable  member 
for  Manawatu  would  lead  the  House  to  believe 
that  they  were  going  to  get  something  new ;  but 
that  was  not  the  case.  He  had  no  doubt  in  his 
ovm  mind  that  it  could  be  shown  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  that  the 
land  really  belonged  to  the  Wellington  College, 
fuid  that  the  Governors  of  that  institution 
should  receive  a  title  to  it.  The  honourable 
member  for  Manawatu  stated  that  the  College 
had  refused  to  pay  rates  in  respect  of  this  re- 
serve ;  but  the  College  could  not  pay  rates  on 
land  to  which  it  had  not  a  legal  title  :  it  would 
not  be  justified  in  paying  any  money  in  that 
way.  When  the  sections  were  first  cut  up  for 
fiale  in  the  Township  of  Palmerston  a  street 
■adjoining  this  particular  reserve  was  laid  off 
and  called  College  Street;  and  the  present 
Mayor  of  Palmerston  North  did  not  raise  any 
-objeetion  to  the  claim  of  the  College  to  this 
endowment.  He  hoped  that,  having  had  the 
sanction  of  three  Governments  and  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  this  House  would 
now  affirm  the  intention  by  carrying  this  Bill. 
Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
fiecond  time  that  day  six  months ;  and  thought 
he  should  be  able  to  give  reasons  why  that 
course  should  be  adopted.  He  knew  the  land 
in  question,  and  had  taken  trouble  to  make 
himself  acquainted  with  the  facets  connected 
-with  the  matter.  He  hoped  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Manawatu  would  not  be  led 
away  by  the  advice  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Port  Chalmers,  who,  while  flattering  the 
bonourable  member  on  his  speech,  urged  him 
to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  before  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  Such  a  course  would  simply  be 
destructive  of  the  effect  of  the  speech.  The 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  and  the 
iionourable  member  for  Geraldine,  who  were 
both  members  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
vere  in  favour  of  the  reserve  going  to  the  Col- 
lege ;  and,  if  the  Bill  were  sent  to  the  Waste 
,Dr.  Neioman 


Lands  Committee  for  inquiry  and  report,  the 
result  would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  honour* 
able  member  for  Manawatu. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  would  like  to  set  the 
honourable  member  right  on  one  point,  and 
that  was  in  reference  to  the  opinion  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers.  He 
would  read  a  letter  and  a  memorandum,  to 
show  exactly  what  was  the  honourable  mem- 
ber's position.    The  letter  was  as  follows  : — 

"With  reference  to  the  question  of  certain 
proposed  reserves  which,  in  the  year  1876,  you, 
as  Superintendent  of  the  Province  of  Welling- 
ton, desired  should  be  made  an  endowment  for 
Wellington  College,  and  to  a  subsequent  request 
on  behalf  of  the  College  that  Crown  grants 
should  be  issued  for  such  lands,  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  if  you  will  be  good  enough  to  in- 
dicate any  legal  authority  under  which,  in  your 
opinion,  the  reserves  in  question  could  be  Crovni- 
granted.  I  need  not  say  that  the  Government 
has  always  been  desirous  of  giving  effect  to  the 
endowment  proposed  by  you  in  favour  of  the 
College,  but  is  advised  that  there  is  no  legal 
authority  for  the  issue  of  the  grant." 

Then,  there  was  a  memorandum  in  the  hand- 
writing of  the  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers,  which  was  as  follows : — 

"Should  the  advice  bo  sound,  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  prepared  to  recommend  that 
authority  to  issue  the  Crown  grant  may  be 
given  by  the  Legislature.*' 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  evident  that  the 
documentary  evidence  in  existence  was  against 
the  convictions  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers.  His  memory  had  proved  de- 
fective, and  the  honourable  member  for  GeraJ- 
dine  h&d  certainly  misrepresented  the  fact 
when  he  led  the  House  to  believe  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  had 
made  a  definite  promise  to  give  the  reserve  to 
the  Wellington  College ;  for  the  honourable 
member  had  only  said  he  would  issue  the  grant 
if  it  were  right  to  do  so.  There  was  a  sufficient 
answer  to  that  in  the  fact  that  this  Bill  was 
now  before  the  House.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Greraldine,  in  his  remarks,  had  alluded 
to  the  fact  that  the  late  Superintendent  of  Wel- 
lington was  at  all  times  desirous  of  obtaining 
money  by  the  sale  of  Crown  lands,  and  was  not 
likely  to  reserve  land  that  was  intended  to  be 
sold ;  but  it  did  not  follow  that,  because  this 
land  was  reserved  from  sale,  therefore  it  was 
reserved  with  any  specific  object  such  as  was 
alleged.  Th^re  was  no  evidence  of  that  fact 
before  the  House.  It  was  quite  customazy  in 
all  the  provincial  districts  for  the  Superinten- 
dents for  the  time  being  to  withdraw  land  from 
sale,  and  name  reserves  for  certain  purposes; 
but,  if  any  particular  body  had  claimed  a  re- 
serve on  that  account,  it  would  not  have  hoea 
likely  to  get  it.  The  purposes  of  reserves  were 
changed  every  day,  as  might  be  seen  on  refer- 
ence to  any  Oaeette;  and,  if  the  Superinten- 
dent had  named  this  land  as  a  College  reserve, 
that  was  no  reason  why,  eight  or  nine  years 
afterwards,  the  reserve  should  be  claimed  by  a 
particular  body.  The  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  said  that  the  honourable  member 
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for  Manawatu  had  made  an  appeal  to  the  sym- 
pathies of  those  in  the  House  who  were  op- 
posed to  secondary  education ;  but  it  might  very 
fairly  be  replied  that  the  honourable  member 
for  GeraJdine  was  anxious  that  this  Bill  should 
pass  because  he  was  afraid,  if  it  did  not,  the 
oircomstance  might  strengthen  those  who  ha.d 
designs  on  the  valuable  educational  reserves  in 
the  South  Island.  The  honourable  member 
for  Geraldine  and  others  were  afraid  of  this, 
(md  hence  they  said,  "  We  must  pass  this  Bill 
at  all  hazards ;  we  must  resist  the  sympathetic 
appeal  of  the  honourable  member  for  Mana- 
watu." Then,  the  honourable  member  for 
jGeraldine  further  said  that  three  successive 
Governments  had  decided  that  the  Wellington 
College  was  entitled  to  this  land.  But  there 
was  not  much  in  that  argument,  because  every 
one  knew  what  pressure  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  any  Government  by  the  Wellington 
people,  especially  by  the  wealthier  people  — 
those  who  were  interested  in  higher  education. 
But,  if  three  successive  Governments  had  been 
in,  favour  of  it,  why  was  the  House  now  dis- 
cussing the  matter?  It  was  a  strange  thing 
that,  after  a  strong  Government  such  as  that 
of  which  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine 
had  been  a  member  had  been  in  ofiS.ce  fof  five 
years,  this  matter  had  not  been  settled,  and  the 
House  was  now  called  on  to  discuss  it.  Did 
not  that  prove  that  there  was  something  wrong  ? 
.He  said  unhesitatingly  that  it  did.  If  there 
had  been  a  good  case  for  the  College  Governors 
^lAiming  this  land,  how  was  it  that  the  grant 
had  not  been  issued?  The  honourable  mem- 
ber never  went  into  a  history  to  show  to  how  it 
was  that  the  Bill  he  introduced  was  rejected  or 
was  not  carried.  Wanting  that  explanation,  the 
.conclusion  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  arrived  at  was  that 
a  majority  of  the  House  was  against  the  Bill 
on  good  groimds.  With  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Manawatu,  he  thought  it  strange  that 
the  Premier  should  have  charge  of  this  Bill. 
If  he  were  a  member  for  any  of  the  Wel- 
lington electoral  districts  he  would  resent  this 
slight.  What  he  did  resent  was  that  the  Pre- 
mier should  be  so  pliable  to  Wellington  in- 
fluences. He  thought  the  occurrences  of  the 
last  few  days,  at  all  events,  should  be  sufficient 
to  cause  the  Premier  to  refuse  to  act  as  spe- 
fsial  pleader  for  such  a  measure.  Perhaps  the 
season  was  that  the  Premier  thought  the  Go- 
vernment of  which  he  was  a  member  in  1878 
was  in  some  manner  coimected  with  the  ques- 
ticoi.  If  so,  the  letter  read  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Manawatu  proved  that  the  Pre- 
mier was  mistaken  in  his  conclusion.  The 
•lionourable  member  for  Thomdon  had  ad- 
mitted his  own  inability  to  carry  this  measure 
through  the  House,  knowing  that  his  case  was 
€0  rotten  and  bad  that  he  had  no  chance ;  and 
the  speech  he  had  made  would  condemn  it  in 
ioto,  because  there  was  a  suspicion  attached 
to  every  word  he  uttered.  He  commenced  by 
saying  that  five  years  ago,  through  gross  care- 
lessness, this  land  had  not  been  included  in 
&  certain  notice,  and  therefore  had  not  been 
handed  over  to  the  (College  Governors.  It  was 
strange  that   tiiis   shoiUd  be  pure  accident, 


after  the  pledges  they  claimed  to  have  had 
from  the  Superintendent,  and  that  some  un- 
fortunate imderling  or  clerk  should  be  the 
cause  of  this  wrong.  The  honourable  member 
went  on  to  say  that  on  the  second  occasion — 
strange  to  say  —  a  portion  of  the  same  block 
was  Crown-granted  to  the  Governors,  but  un- 
fortunately these  thirty-two  acres  were  again, 
through  carelessness,  left  out.  How  very  un- 
fortunate the  Governors  of  this  College  had 
been !  He  believed  that  all  this  had  been  done 
not  accidentally,  but  from  the  best  of  motives  ; 
and  it  was  owing  to  that  fact  alone  that  three 
successive  Governments,  though  apparently 
agreeing  that  this  should  be  handed  over,  had 
not  taken  steps  to  do  so.  The  statement  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  was 
a  consenting  party  to  the  Bill  was  sufficiently 
answered  by  the  memorandum  read  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Manawatu.  The  College 
Governors  had  utterly  failed  to  make  out  a  good 
claim  to  the  land.  Another  phase  of  the  opies- 
tion  that  he  objected  to  was  this :  The  honour- 
able member  for  Thomdon  told  them — as  if  any 
member  did  not  know  it  before — that  this  Bill 
was  first  passed  in  another  Chamber.  There 
was  nothing  strange  in  that.  When  they  con- 
sidered the  relative  representation  Wellington 
had  in  another  place,  what  he  should  be  sur- 
prised at  would  oe  if  they  had  not  passed  the 
Bill.  If,  after  so  many  years  had  elapsed,  they 
were  to  go  back  and  carry  out  an  alleged  promise 
made  by  a  Superintendent  some  eight  or  ten- 
years  ago,  where  would  that  sort  of  thing  end  ? 
The  question  must  arise.  Were  they  to  deal  with 
the  matter  as  it  appeared  before  them  this 
afternoon,  or  were  they  to  go  back  nine  years 
and  deal  with  it  from  that  date  ?  They  were 
advancing  in  legislation,  and,  he  hoped,  in  ad- 
ministration, and,  if  they  were  to  be  bound  by 
promises  made  nine  or  ten  years  ago  by  Super- 
intendents, he  should  like  to  know  where  it 
would  end  and  what  would  be  the  liabilities. 
The  honourable  member  for  Thomdon  con- 
tended that  this  land  had  been  set  apart  for 
College  purposes,  because  a  street  adjacent  to 
this  land  had  been  called  College  Street. 
There  were  many  colleges  in  New  Zealand. 
The  street  might  have  been  so  named. by  an 
early  settler  in  Palmerston  who  owned  the 
land,  who  was  a  member  of  the  local  body,  and 
who,  having  had  the  honour  and  pleasture  of 
belonging  to  one  of  the  Home  colleges,  wished 
to  call  the  street  "  College  Street "  to  remind 
him  of  his  college  days.  He  could  not  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  that  that  was 
any  reason  for  giving  this  large  block  to  the 
College  Governors.  In  the  vicinity  of  that  land 
a  large  population  has  sprung  up.  The  Mana- 
watu District  was  about  the  finest  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  was  sure  to  have  a  large  population, 
and,  under  those  circumstances,  due  precau- 
tions should  be  taken  to  make  provision  for 
that  population.  Comparing  the  requirements 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  with  those  of 
the  Governors  of  the  Wellington  College,  his 
vote  would  go  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district.  Sufficient  reserves  had  not  been 
I  made  for  the  district  for  recreation,  hospital* 
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and  other  purposes;  and  here  was  this  large 
piece  of  land  in  dispute,  and  which  the  Go- 
vernors of  the  Wellington  College,  Shylock- 
like,  said  they  would  have,  flesh,  blood,  and  all. 
Under  those  circumstances  his  vote  would  go 
against  them.  It  would  have  been  far  fairer  if 
the  Governors  of  the  College  had  said  to  those 
in  charge  of  the  land  that,  as  there  was  a  dis- 
pute about  the  title,  they  would  consent  to  a 
fair  division.  He  believed  he  was  correct  in 
saying  that  the  honourable  member  for  Thorn- 
don  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Brandon  did  agree  that 
a  portion  of  the  land  should  be  given  to  the 
borough  for  hospital  purposes. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— No ;  certainly  not. 

Mr.  MACABTHUB  said  he  had  had  a  con- 
versation with  the  honourable  member  for 
Thorndon,  and  that  honourable  gentleman  had 
asked  him  to  wire  to  his  constituents  to  see  if 
an  agreement  could  not  be  come  to.  To  that 
he  replied  that  he  would  not  wire  unless  some 
offer  was  made,  and  he  understood  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  ready  to  make  an 
offer.  He  had  heard  nothing  said  about  con- 
sulting the  College  Governors  first,  or  he  should 
not  have  wired. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  some  days  ago  the 
honourable  member  for  Manawatu  said  to  him 
that  he  would  withdraw  all  opposition  to  the 
Bill  if  he  would  get  the  consent  of  the  College 
Governors  to  take  the  tbirty-two  acres  out  of 
it ;  but  nothing  was  said  about  the  800  acres. 
Again,  on  the  previous  day,  in  talking  the 
matter  over,  it  was  suggested  to  him  from  an- 
other quarts  that  he  should  make  the  proposi- 
tion to  the  honourable  member  for  Manawatu 
to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  land,  the  first  offer 
having  come  from  that  honourable  gentleman. 
Then  he  said  that  he  would  submit  such  an 
offer  to  the  Board  of  College  Governors,  because, 
as  but  a  member  of  that  Board,  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  come  to  any  understanding.  As  the 
Bill  was  to  come  on  that  day,  he  had  suggested 
to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  telegraph  to 
his  constituents  to  ascertain  their  views ;  and 
in  the  meantime  he  himself  saw  the  Hon.  Mx. 
Brandon,  who  imdertook  to  see  the  other  Gover- 
nors. He  was  not  in  a  position  to  make  any 
Sledge,  and  he  told  the  honourable  member  for 
[anawatu  afterwards  that  the  Gk>vernors  de- 
clined to  yield  anything  —  that,  as  they  had 
a  good  ground  to  go  upon,  they  would  appeal 
to  Parliament,  ajid  would  have  the  whole  or 
nothing. 

Mr.  MACABTHUB  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  l^d  really  upheld  what  he  had  said, 
— that  he  wo  aid  not  wire  to  his  constituents 
unless  the  honourable  gentleman  would  submit 
an  offer.  He  did  not  remember  anything  being 
said  about  consulting  the  College  Governors, 
but  the  honourable  gentleman  said  that  he 
would  see  the  Hon.  Mr.  Brandon.  He  told  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bran- 
don was  in  the  library;  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  went  to  see  him,  and  then  came 
back  and  said,  **Will  you  be  content  to  take 
half  ?  "  To  that  he  replied  that  he  would  wire 
to  his  constituents,  and  he  had  received  a  reply 
that  day  saying  they  would  accept  the  offer. 
Mr.  Seddon 


He  did  not  believe  the  honourable  gentleman 
ever  mentioned  the  Governors,  and  yet  now  he 
was  bringing  them  in. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  explanations  given  by 
both  honourable  members  must  leave  the  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  honourable  gentlemen 
that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  come  to  an 
amicable  settlement.    The  honourable  member 
for  Thomdon  said  that  the  first  offer  came  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Manawatu.    If  it 
was  so,  then,  as  that  honourable  gentleman 
had  a  very  good  case,  and  as  it  was  pretty  well 
known  that  this  Bill  would  be  thrown  out,  the 
offer  redounded  greatly  to  his  credit,  and  should 
have  been  at  once  accepted  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Thomdon  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bran- 
don.    He  felt  convinced  that  the  discoveries 
made  subsequent  to  the  offer  led  the  College 
Governors  to  come  to  a  different  decision.    Ac- 
cording to  the  plans  beside  the  Premier,  it  was 
understood  that  the  land  in  dispute  was  within 
a  certain  boundary ;  but,  after  the  matter  had 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Premier,  that 
honourable  gentleman,  having  considerable  ex- 
perience, and  thoroughly  understaoiding  plans, 
discovered   that  the  reserve  claimed   by  the 
Borough  of  Palmerston  North  was  outside  the 
line.    That  was  what  led  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Thomdon  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Brandon 
and  the  College  Governors  to  say  that  they 
would  accept  no  compromise.     He  maintained 
that  that  was  scarcely  honourable,  and  that 
the  House  should  insist  upon  retaining  certain 
portions  of  this  land  for  the  use  of  the  colony. 
The  borough  only  wanted  a  small  portion  foe 
a  site  for  a  hospital.     He  had  been  through 
the  district,  and  he  knew  that  the  Premier 
was  wrong  in  the  statement  that  the  borough 
had  a  sufficient  reserve  for  hospital  puinposes. 
If  the  Premier  would  look  at  the  map  by  his 
side  he  would  find  there  was  no  provision  made 
for  hospital  purposes,  and  that  the  borough 
had  not  sufficient  endowments  to  set  apart  a 
portion  of  land  for  this  purpose.    If  the  whole 
of  this  land  were  given  to  the  Gk>vemors  of  the 
Wellington  College,  the  result  would  be  that 
the  colony  would  have  to  purchase  from  private 
owners  land  for  this  district  for  hospital  pur- 
poses.   And  now  there  was  time  for  the  Premier 
of  the  colony  to  insist  that  a  portion  of  this 
land  should  be  available  for  public  purposes 
such  as  he  had  indicated,  they  found  the  Pre- 
mier, in  the  face  of  the  facts  he  (Mr.  Seddon) 
had  disclosed,  and  which  would  be  confirmea 
if  the  Premier  opened  the  plans  and  looked  at 
them,  giving  this  land  away  to  the  Wellington 
College,  and  leaving  the  present  and  futnxe 
inhabitants  of  this  important  district  totally 
unprovided  for.    He  (Mr.  Seddon)  thought  i^ 
would  have  been  the  first  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  seen  that  provision  was  made  for 
hospitals  and  other  public  purposes  in  that  dis- 
trict.   Such  was  not  the  case.    He  was  fully 
under  the  impression  that  the  Premier,  upon 
the  suggestion  hamng  been  made  by  him  (Mr. 
Seddon)  that  the  Government  would  have  to 
purchase  land  for   hospital   purposes,  would 
have  immediately  said,  in  his  plaoe,  "Vezy 
well :  in  Committee  I  will  take  some  ont  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.]         Wellington  College         [HOUSE.]      Beserves  Confirmation  Bill     88 


this  land  and  make  provision  for  hospital  pur- 

r98."  As  the  Premier  had  failed  to  do  that, 
(Ml.  Seddon)  must  endeavour  to  find  far- 
tiler  aiguments  to  convince  the  majority  of  the 
House  that  they  had  no  right  to  pisbss  the  Bill 
imless  this  pledge  were  given.  First  of  all, 
tiie  strong  argument  he  would  use  was  that 
the  land  in  question  set  apart  at  Palmerston 
Kofth  could  not  possibly,  for  the  purpose  that 
it  was  intended  to  be  set  apart  for,  prove 
a  very  great  benefit  to  the  people  of  that  dis- 
trict. No  poor  man  could  aSord  to  send  his 
children  or  any  one  belonging  to  him  down 
to  Wellington  College.  This  Bill,  if  passed, 
was  simply  giving  away  the  land  which  bc' 
longed  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  people — ^to  the 
masses — for  the  purpose  of  providing  cheap 
education  for  the  progeny  of  the  rich,  and  for 
the  benefit  of  people  who  were  well  able  to,  and 
who  should,  pay  for  the  education  of  their  own 
children.  It  appeared  as  if  those  who  were  to 
enter  professional  life  in  New  Zealand  ha.d  to 
be  edncated  by  the  State,  and  that  the  lands 
of  the  people  were  to  be  given  to  them.  This 
was  equal  to  a  vote  of  the  House  being  given 
from  year  to  year  for  this  purpose,  and  yet,  at 
the  same  time,  in  this  very  district  he  alluded 
to,  there  was  no  provision  made  for  higher  or 
secondary  education.  There  was  no  high  school 
in  the  Manawatu  District.  He  believed  that, 
even  with  regard  to  the  Wanganui  District,  the 
district  high  schools  there  had  been  clos6d. 
And  which,  he  would  ask,  ha.d  the  greater 
elaim  on  the  consideration  of  the  House  ?  He 
held  that  the  large  body  of  the  people  had  the 
best  claim  upon  l£e  House.  He  held  that  they 
had  no  right  to  keep  on  year  after  year  passing 
laws -that  would  continue  a  system  which,  to 
his  mind,  was  a  pernicious  one.  He  held  that 
the  unsold  lemds  of  the  colony  belonged  to  the 
people ;  that  the  revenues  derived  from  the  re- 
serves in  the  South  Island  should  go  into  one 
common  fund,  and  that  all  parts  of  the  colony 
should  be  benefited  by  the  revenues  from  these 
lands.  He  held  that  this  piece  of  land  which 
was  mentioned  in  the  Bill  now  under  consi- 
deration belonged  to  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land, that  it  was  untrammelled— there  was  no 
pledge  sufficiently  strong  that  he  was  aware  of 
that  it  should  be  given  to  Wellington  College. 
This  was  a  local  Bill,  and  had  been  advertised 
as  such*  If  this  measure  became  law  it  would 
mean  that  the  Crown  lands  of  New  Zealand 
might  be  set  apart  for  the  special  benefit  of 
particular  districts — those  districts  which  could 
bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Government  of 
the  day.  In  the  position  he  now  took  up  he 
was  sure  he  was  doing  what  was  right  for  the 
people  of  the  Manawatu  District  and  the  people 
of  the  colony.  Some  time  ago  he  asked  for  a 
return  showing  the  various  reserves  sot  apart 
in  the  several  provincial  districts  for  the  pur- 
poses of  higher  education,  and  this  reser\'c  in 
Palmerston  North  was  not  shown  in  that  re- 
turn. If  such  a  reserve  was  in  existence,  if 
three  successive  Governments  had  admitted  it 
was  a  College  reserve,  it  was  strange  that  the 
late  Government  and  the  present  Government 
should  have  sent  in  a  return  from  which  this 
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land  was  omitted  altogether.  He  noticed  from 
the  rotum  that  Canterbury  was  particularly 
well  favoured.  The  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  supported  this  Bill  because  he  con- 
sidered that  self-preservation  was  the  first  law 
of  nature.  The  honourable  gentleman  thought 
that,  by  preserving  this  piece  of  land  to  the 
Governors  of  the  Wellington  College,  he  would 
have  a  better  chance  of  preserving  the  reserves 
that  were  set  apart  in  Canterbury.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Port  Chalmers  supported  this 
Bill  under  the  idea  that  he  was  going  to  pre- 
serve the  reserves  for  higher  education  in  the 
Otago  Provincial  District.  He  (Mr.  Seddon) 
considered  that  the  North  Island  had  been,  and 
was  now,  unjustly  treated  with  regard  to  higher 
education.  He  also  admitted  that  the  Welling- 
ton Provincial  District  had  not  been  well  dealt 
with  in  the  matter  of  higher  education ;  but 
the  introduction  of  this  Bill  was  not  the  way 
to  remedy  the  evil.  The  revenues  derived  from 
the  education  reserves  throughout  the  colony 
should  go  into  one  general  fund,  and  from  that 
fund  each  part  of  the  colony  should  be  fairly 
and  equally  dealt  with.  If  this  measure  were 
carried  they  would  be  flooded  with  Bills  of  a 
like  character  next  session.  What  provision 
had  been  made  for  promoting  higher  education 
in  the  Westland  District?  Last  year  when 
they  asked  for  bread  they  received  a  stone,  and 
no  provision  was  made  for  carrying  on  higher 
education  in  that  district. 

The  hour  of  half-past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
rived, Mr.  Speaker  left  the  chair. 

BOUSE  BESUMBD. 

Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
seven  o'clock. 

SCHOOL  COIVIMITTEES  ELECTION  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill, 

Mr.  STOUT  said  he  should  not  oppose  the 
motion,  for  he  recognized  that  it  was  useless  to 
persist  further  with  opposition  to  the  measure. 
Indeed,  in  one  respect  the  Bill  in  its  amended 
form  commended  itself  to  him,  because  it 
afi&rmed  a  new  principle  in  legislation,  which 
he  hoped  would  have  a  beneficial  efiect.  Ho 
referred  to  that  clause  which  conferred  upon 
all  persons,  both  men  and  women,  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  no  matter  how  short  a  time 
they  might  have  been  resident  in  a  district,  the 
right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  School  Commit- 
tees. That  was  giving  females  the  franchiso 
in  a  most  extended  form,  and  he  hoped  before 
long  to  see  an  extension  of  the  principle  here 
admitted  to  the  licensing  elections.  In  that 
respect  he  approved  of  the  Bill.  As  to  the 
other  provisions  of  the  measure,  ho  did  not 
agree  with  them.  He  believed  the  Bill  would 
be  more  unworkable  than  the  present  Act. 
Furthermore,  ho  objected  to  the  Bill  because 
it  was  promoted  by  those  who  had  no  desire 
to  see  the  present  secular  system  of  education 
maintained.  There  were,  certainly,  among 
those  who  supported  the  Bill  in  all  stages, 
some  honourable  members  who  did  not  wish  to 
see  the  present  system  interfered  with ;  but  he 
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^was  convinced  that  those  who  had  introduced 
the  Bill  and  carried  it  through  had  done  so  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  one  step  towards  the 
destruction  of  the  secular  system.  The  Bill 
was  brought  in  with  that  avowed  object  and 
intention. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWAET.— No. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  honourable  members  were 
perfectly  well  aware  of  the  fact  that,  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West  had  his 
way,  the  secular  system  of  education  would  be 
destroyed.  He  very  much  regretted  that  the 
House,  after  the  secular  system  has  been  in 
operation  for  only  seven  years,  should  have 
now,  by  passing  this  Bill,  taken  the  first  step 
towards  destroying  the  system.  He  did  not 
like  the  Bill,  but  he  hoped  the  universal  suf- 
frage which  was  created  xmder  it  would  act 
as  a  kind  of  counterpoise  to  the  evils  which 
were  in  the  Bill.  He  did  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  further — and  he  had 
not  at  any  time  offered  factious  opposition  to 
the  Bill — ^for  the  measure  was  supported  by  so 
large  a  majority  that  it  would  be  useless  to 
oppose  it  further ;  but  he  could  only  repeat  his 
expression  of  regret  that  such  a  Bill  should  be 
passed,  and  put  his  protest  on  record,  so  that 
it  might  be  seen  hereafter. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  did  not  intend  to  go  into 
the  general  features  of  the  Bill,  or  to  raise  a 
debate  on  the  third  reading  ;  but  he  wished  to 
say  this :  that  he  disliked  a  "  bogus  "  Bill,  suid 
that  was  what  this  Bill  was.  The  Bill  had 
been  amended  in  a  manner  and  in  a  direction 
which  the  House  knew  pretty  well  would 
secure  its  defeat  in  another  place.  He  was 
sorry  he  could  not  agree  with  the  Premier, 
with  whom  he  generally  agreed  on  education. 
He  thought  the  amendments  embodied  in  the 
16th  clause,  defining  "householders,"  were 
such  as  would  work  most  injuriously.  Those 
amendments,  as  he  understood  them,  enabled 
any  School  Committee,  where  there  happened 
to  be  a  gang  of  shearers,  harvesters,  or  work- 
men of  any  kind,  to  bring  those  people  in  to 
vote  as  residents  in  the  district.  If  that  was 
what  was  meant  by  universal  suffrage,  the  less 
they  had  of  it  the  better.  With  regard  to  the 
education  system,  they  wanted  people  whose 
franchise  was  education,  and  who  were  inter- 
ested through  their  children,  who  would  grow 
up  under  their  system.  To  bring  in  people 
whose  votes  would  swamp  the  elections  was 
utterly  abhorrent  to  the  spirit  of  the  education 
system.  He  did  not  like  this  Bill,  because  he 
thought  any  change  made  in  one  of  the  most 
important  departments  of  the  State  ought  to 
be  made  under  the  guidance  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Ihlinistry,  and  that  any  amendment 
which  had  not  that  sanction  ought  not  to  be 
passed.  This  Bill,  to  use  an  expressive,  ugly 
phrase,  was  "  a  mess,"  and  he  hoped  it  would 
come  to  grief. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  did  not  think  he  would  be 
doing  his  duty  if  he  did  not  move.  That  the  Bill 
be  read  a  third  time  that  day  three  months. 
He  entipely  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man who  preceded  him,  and  thought  this  was 
the  first  blow  agoinst  the  education  system, 
Mr.  Stout 


which  they  had  worked  so  hard  for  and  in 
which  they  took  so  great  an  interest. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND,  in  seconding  the 
amendment,  agreed  with  every  word  spoken  by 
previous  speakers,  and  he  would  like  the  House 
to. consider  that  this  was  really  an  insidious 
attempt  to  capsize  their  education  system.  It 
was  brought  in  by  honourable  members  who 
said,  in  an  undertone,  while  the  debate  was 
going  on,  •'  It  is  a  pity  it  was  not  capsized  be- 
fore."   He  thought  they  should  really  pause. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  thought  the  Premier 
was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  all  or  even 
some  of  those  who  supported  this  Bill,  which 
was  purely  a  machinery  Bill,  were  desirous  of 
upsetting  the  present  system  of  education.  He, 
personally,  would  like  to  see  an  alteration  in 
the  present  system,  and  he  hoped  the  day  was 
not  far  distant  when  an  alteration  would  be 
made.  What  he  protested  against  weis  this 
indescribable  dread  that  some  honourable  mem- 
bers displayed  of  an  alteration  of  the  present 
system.  It  seemed  to  him  that,  if  the  system 
did  not  fairly  represent  the  opinions  of  the 
people  of  the  colony,  the  sooner  it  was  altered 
the  better.  He  ventured  to  say  that,  with  re- 
gard to  a  large  portion  of  the  colony  at  any 
rate,  this  purely  secular  system  did  not  fairly 
represent  the  opinions  of  the  inhabitants.  A 
census  of  parents  in  Otago  was  recently  taken, 
and  the  result  was  that,  out  of  5,276  parents 
who  replied  to  the  question  of  whether  they 
were  in  favour  of  Bible-reading  in  schools,  no 
less  than  4,674  replied  that  they  were  in  favour 
of  it,  whilst  only  602  were  opposed  to  it.  If 
Auckland  were  polled,  he  believed  a  great  many 
would  also  be  in  favour  of  Bible-reading  in 
schools ;  Napier,  he  believed,  was  also  in  favour 
of  it ;  and  he  believed  that  in  Nelson  an  asso- 
ciation was  about  to  be  formed  in  favour  of  it. 
However,  this  Bill  did  not  deal  directly  with 
that  question.  It  was  purely  a  machinery  Bill, 
and  dealt  with  a  very  important  question,  which 
was  discussed  last  week  —  namely,  whether 
minorities  should  be  represented  on  these  Com- 
mittees while  majorities  were  unrepresented. 
With  regard  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine,  as  to  this 
being  "  a  bogus  Bill,"  he  (Mr.  W.  D.  Stewsft) 
was  not  aware  that  it  was  so,  except  that  at- 
tempts were  made  during  its  passage  through 
Committee  to  make  it  a  bogus  Bill.  He  ac- 
quitted that  honourable  gentleman  of  making 
such  efforts,  but  others  did.  A  bogus  effort  was 
quite  successful  in  regard  to  the  definition  of 
' '  householder. "  No  doubt  that  amendment  was 
put  in  with  a  view  to  neutralizing  the  whole 
effect  of  the  Bill ;  but  the  main  part  of  tho 
measure  was  that  which  simply  dealt  with. 
the  question  of  whether  the  vicious  system  of 
cumulative  voting  should  be  abolished,  and  tho 
House,  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  declared 
that  it  should  be  abolished;  and  he  thought 
the  House  did  right  in  that  respect.  With  re- 
gard to  the  householders'  qualification,  he  dicl 
not  think  the  honourable  member  for  Geral- 
dine need  be  apprehensive  that  shearers  would 
take  such  an  interest  in  elections  as  to  go  f roio. 
one  district  to  another  to  infiuence  elections. 
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Jls  to  such  a  Bill  being  introduced  by  the  Go- 
Temment,  they  knew  there  was  no  chance — at 
All  events  while  the  Premier  was  in  charge  of 
the  Education  Department — of  a  Bill  of  this 
«ort  being  introduced ;  and  if  the  House  was  in 
favour  of  this  particular  alteration,  he  did  not 
see  why  they  should  wait  until  a  Minister  got 
into  dfi&ce  who  would  take  that  view.  Although 
they  might  approve  of  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vemijient  generally,  they  were  not  called  upon 
to  comcide  with  the  particular  views  of  every 
member  of  the  Ministry.  He  thought  the 
honourable  member  for  Waimate  was  to  be 
.conmiended  for  bringing  in  this  Bill  to  abolish 
a  system  which  had  been  a  source  of  groat 
annoyance  and  inconvenience  in  different  parts 
•of  the  colony. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West  stated  that  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  tho.present  system  of  education  seemed 
to  have  an  indescribable  dread  of  any  inter- 
ference with  it.  Such  a  dread  was  very  easily 
understood  when  they  saw  the  somewhat  dis- 
ingenuous attitude  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  taken  up.  He  called  this  a  machinery  Bill. 
He  (Mr.  Moss)  would  not  do  the  honourable 
gentleman's  intelligence  so  little  justice  as  to 
suppose  that  ho  really  regarded  it  as  a  mere 
machinery  Bill.  Did  a  machinery  Bill  deal 
with  the  sufffage,  or  take  away  the  cumulative 
vote  ?  Did  a  mere  machinery  Bill  take  away 
the  power  of  appeal  to  the  Education  Boards, 
and  make  appeal  more  difficult  by  sending  it 
-to  the  Resident  Magistrate  ?  Did  a  mere  ma- 
•chinery  Bill  propose  to  alter  the  term  for  which 
a  Committee  was  elected?  Those  honourable 
gentlemen  who  were  in  favour  of  interfering 
with  the  present  system  of  education  showed 
remarkably  little  intelligence  if  they  consi- 
dered this  to  be  a  machinery  Bill.  He  was  afraid 
it  was  not  a  want  of  intelligence.  He  gave 
honourable  gentlemen  in  favour  of  this  Bill 
-credit  for  more  intelligence  than  they  seemed 
to  claim  for  themselves,  and  when  they  called 
this  a  machinery  Bill  they  were  simply  seeking 
to  impose  upon  honourable  members  by  the 
use  of  the  term.  As  members  did  not  clearly 
know  what  amendments  had  been  made  in  the 
Bill,  he  thought  it  would  be  wrong  to  pass 
it.  He  himself  had  taken  an  active  part  on  it 
in  Committee ;  but  no  one  could  say  accurately 
what  were  the  amendments  which  were  ulti- 
tlmately  carried  and  made  a  part  of  the  Bill. 
•Seeing  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  with 
which  they  were  dealing,  he  hoped  the  Bill 
would  not  be  allowed  to  pass.  He  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  it  would 
only  have  shown  fair  consideration  if  he  had 
had  the  Bill  reprinted,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
see  what  the  actual  amendments  wore. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  would  support  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill,  although  he  regretted  some 
•of  the  amendments  which  had  been  made 
in  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 
lost  charged  those  who  supported  this  Bill 
with  a  want  of  intelligence.  Now,  he  thought 
this  was  remarkably  applicable  to  some  of 
those  remarks  that  had  been  made  by  honour- 
Able  members  who  spoke  on  the  other  side. 


He  would  particularly  call  attention  to  the 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Dunedin  West.  That  honourable  gentleman 
wanted  to  show  them  that  the  people  of  the 
colony  were  in  favour  of  an  alteration  of  the 
Education  Act,  and  he  told  them  that,  out  of 
six  thousand  parents,  some  five  thousand  had 
signed  a  paper  in  favour  of  such  a  change ;  but 
he  forgot  sdtogether  to  tell  the  House  out  of 
how  many  parents  of  New  Zealand  those  were 
chosen.  He  believed  himself  that  the  circu- 
lars were  only  sent  to  those  known  to  be  in 
favour  of  it ;  and,  if  the  honourable  member 
said  that  those  six  thousand  were  the  whole 
out  of  six  hundred  thousand  in  New  Zealand, 
his  argument  was  entirely  weak  and  unten- 
able, and  did  not  prove  what  it  was  intended 
to  prove.  The  honourable'  gentleman  made 
the  further -Tnistake  which  most  persons  who 
came  from  that  part  of  the  colony  did,  in  think- 
ing that  Otago  was  New  Zealand.  He  said 
also  that  the  people  of  Napier  and  of  Nelson 
were  in  favour  of  his  views.  The  honourable 
gentleman  ought  to  know  that  some  years  ago 
there  was  an  election  at  Nelson  and  the  contest 
was  based  simply  on  the  question  of  whether 
the  Education  Act  should  be  altered  or  not, 
and  the  gentleman  who  was  in  favour  of  the 
alteration,  although  the  most  popular  man  in 
the  place,  lost  his  election  in  consequence  of 
his  opinions  on  this  point.  As  for  the  opinions 
of  the  people  of  Napier,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  they  held  the  same  opinions  as 
he  did ;  but  he  (Mr.  Levestam)  said  that  they 
did  not,  and,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
brought  forward  no  proof  to  substantiate  his 
statement,  it  simply  resolved  itself  into  a  ques- 
tion of  assertion,  and  therefore  the  statement 
was  not  worth  much. 

Mr.  STOUT  merely  wished  to  emphasize  the 
statement  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  West.  That  honourable  gentle- 
man said  that  the  people  he  represented  did 
not  believe  in  purely  secular  education  in  this 
colony.  Honourable  members  would  there- 
fore keep  that  in  mind,  and  would  know  what 
the  aim  of  the  honourable  member  for  Dun- 
edin West  and  those  who  supported  him  was. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  38. 
AUwright  Grigg  Samuel 

Barron  Guinness  Shephard 

Beetham  Hursthouse        Smith 

Bevan  Joyce  Sutter 

B.-Bradshaw     Levestam  Taiaroa 

Brown  Locke  Te  Ao 

Buchanan  Macarthur         Thomson,  J.W. 

Codman  McKenzie,  J.     White,  W. 

Cowan  liIcMillan  Whyte,  J.  B. 

Duncan  Pearson  Wilson. 

Fitzherbert        Pyke  Tellers. 

Eraser  Bichardson,  G.  Steward,  W.  J. 

Gillies  Ross  Stewart,  W,  D. 

Noes,  27. 

Ballaneo  Dargaville  Hamlin 

Bruce  Fergus  Hatch 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Hakuene  Hobbs 
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Stont 

Thompson,  T. 
Trimble. 

Tellers. 
Btlokland,W.P. 
Shrimski. 


Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Sutter 
Wilson. 

Tellers. 
McMillan 
Whyte,  J.  B. 


Lake  O'Callaghon 

Mackenzie,  M.  O'Gonor 
Mitchelson  Ormond 
Moat  Bichardson,  E. 

Montgomery     Bolleston 
Moss  Bussell 

Newman 

Majority  for,  11. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  title  be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  that  the  title  ought  to 
be  altered  into  "  An  Act  to  repeal  the  Educa- 
tion Act." 

Title  agreed  to. 

DOG  BEGISTEAl?ION  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2.— Section  2  of  Act  of  1882  amended. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  22. 
Ballance  Gillies 

Beetham  Grigg 

Brown  Guinness 

Bruce  Hursthouse 

Buchanan  Lance 

Cowan  Locke 

Duncan  Bolleston 

Fitzherbert        Scunuel 

Nobs,  40. 
AUwright  Levestam  Bussell 

Barron  Mackenzie,  M.  Seddon 

Bevan  McKenzie,  J.      Shephard 

B.-Bradshaw     Mitchelson        Shnmski 
Buckland,  J.  G.  Moat  Stout 

Fergus  Montgomery      Taiaroa 

Eraser  O'Conor  Thompson,  T. 

Hakuene  Ormond  Thomson,  J.,W. 

Hatch  Peacock  Trimble 

Hobbs  Pearson  White,  W. 

Johnston  Pero 

Joyce  Beese  Tellers. 

Lake  Bichardson,  G.  Buckland,'W.F. 

Lamach  Boss  O'Callaghan. 

Majority  against,  18. 

Clause  struck  out. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWABD  moved,  That  the 
Chairman  do  leave  the  chair. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

SOUTH  ISLAND  NATIVE  BESEEVES 
BILL. 

Mr.  TAIABOA,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  legislation  of  1883  as  referred  to 
the  Native  reserves  of  the  South  Island ;  and 
the  reason  v?as  that  the  Natives  of  the  South 
Island  had  seen  the  wrong  brought  about  by 
the  Act  of  1883.  The  whole  of  the  reserves 
in  Motueka,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  South 
Island,  were  leased  under  the  terms  of  a  lease 
which  he  held  in  his  hand.  They  all  came 
under  the  same  provision.  He  would  not  speak 
at  great  length,  but  he  would  read  the  terms 
of  the  lease.  When  Mr.  James  Mackay  was 
Commissioner  of  Native  Beserves,  this  was  the 
form  of  lease  that  was  used.  He  would  read 
the  second  part,  and  it  was  as  follows : — 


**  The  [owner]  consents  to  the  said  block  of' 
land  being  demised  to  and  held  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Native  Beserves  for  the  term  o£ 
twenty-one  years  next  ensuing,  on  consideration 
of  the  said  Commissioner  of  Native  Beserves 
paying  the  said  [owner]  a  rental  of  £20  for  each 
year  during  the  term  of  twenty-one  years  above 
written.  At  the  end  of  that  period  all  houses*, 
gardens,  fences,  and  the  whole  of  the  land  to  be 
given  up  to  the  said  [owner] ,  together  with  all 
their  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  said  block 
of  land.  The  lease  to  commence  from  the  Ist 
January,  1861." 

That  form  of  lease  was  used  on  all  occar- 
sions.  But  under  the  Beserves  Act  of  1883  the 
leases  made  formerly  had  been  broken,  and  h.e 
thought  that,  if  the  Natives  had  the'  power  to- 
bring  their  grievances  into  a  Court  of  law,  they 
would  get  damages  for  the. wrong  which  had 
been  done  to  them.  But  he  did  not  wish  to- 
allude  to  the  wrongs  which  had  been  done- 
formerly.  He  would  be  better  satisfied  if  jus- 
tice were  done  now.  He  did  not  want  to  go 
back  upon  the  wrongs  of  the  past.  This  form 
of  lease,  executed  by  the  Governor,  contained 
no  clause  about  improvements,  but  the  land 
and  everything  on  it  was  to  be  returned  to  the- 
ovTners  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease.  The- 
terms  of  those  leases  had  been  broken  by  the 
law  recently  passed,  and  that  law  should  be- 
repealed.  Some  honourable  members  had  aiC- 
cused  ^im  of  having  consented  to  the  passing 
of  the  Act.  That  was  true  ;  but  he  consented 
to  certain  provisions  only.  He  had  requested 
the  Government  to  issue  the  Crown  grants  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  proposed  by  Mr* 
Young ;  but  the  Government  replied  that  they 
would  not  consent  to  that  being  done.  Certain 
honourable  members — those  from  Greymouth 
— went  to  .the  Gk)vemment  and  urged  them  to- 
bring  down  this  new  Act ;  and  they  threatened 
that,  if  the  Government  did  not  bring  dovrik 
that  Act,  they  would  vote  against  the  Gk)vern- 
ment.  Unfortunately,  at  that  time  the  partiy 
to  which  he  (Mr.  Taiaroa)  belonged  were  not 
strong.  They  were  very  weak,  and  the  strong 
party  carried  the  day.  It  was  well  known  that 
a  weak  party  had  no  chance  in  that  House. 
He  would  content  himself  with  saying  that  the- 
terms  of  the  old  leases  should  be  adhered  to. 
G^iat  was  the  only  explanation  he  would  make 
in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  which 
he  had  brought  before  the  House.  He  would 
not  pay  any  attention  to  what  the  various  Com- 
missioners had  written  upon  the  subject,  but 
he  would  rely  entirely  on  the  terms  of  the  old 
leases.  The  terms  of  the  old  leases  were  not  too 
favourable  to  the  Natives.  They  only  received 
a  small  rental.  A  Native  would  perhaps  only 
get  £20  a  year  for  a  section.  After  the  lessee 
had  been  in  occupation  some  time  he  would 
go  to  the  owner  and  say  the  rent  was  too  hi^h» 
and  ask  him  to  take  £10  a  year.  If  the  Native 
said  No,  then  the  lessee  would  say  he  would 
give  £10  a  year  in  rent  and  spend  £10  a  year 
in  improvements.  In  one  case  £210  had  been 
paid  in  rent,  and  £210  remained  as  improve- 
ments. Under  the  old  law  the  Native  would 
get  the  benefit  of  the  £210  spent  in  improve- 
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xnents;  but  now  improvement  clauses  were 
passed,  and  the  tenant  was  to  get  the  value  of 
these.  The  Natives  were  in  a  state  of  great 
trouble  concerning  this  matter.  They  were 
mourning  like  Bachael  weeping  over  her  child- 
ren over  this  matter,  and  he  tiiought  the 
House  should  afford  some  relief  to  them.  The 
reason  why  he  asked  that  these  clauses  should 
be  repealed  was  that  all  of  them  contained 
something  more  or  less  objectionable. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  with  reference  to  this  Bill,  as  it  was  of 
much  more  general  importance  'theoi  appeared 
on  the  face  of  it.  He  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Southern  Maori  District  had  to 
a  certain  extent  misled  the  House  in  the  re- 
marks he  had  made.  He  should  like,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  read 
the  opinion  ^£r.  Taiaroa  expressed  last  year  on 
-the  committal  of  "The  South  Island  Native 
Beserves  Act,  1883."  He  was  reported  as  fol- 
lows:— 

"  Mr.  Taiaroa  wished  to  make  a  few  remarks, 
baving  been  absent  at  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill.  It  applied  to  the  Greymouth  reserves,  in 
which,  he  might  say,  he  was  interested  with 
his  Native  friends.  In  the  first  place  he  was 
in  favour  of  this  Bill  because  one  of  its  objects 
was  to  issue  Grown  grants  to  the  Native  owners, 
carrying  into  effect  the  decision  of  the  Com- 
missioner who  had  considered  those  cases." 

Further  on  he  said, — 

"He  was  quite  willing  to  accept  some  ar- 
rangement by  which  something  better  could 
be  done  for  both  sides;  and,  so  far  as  the 
Bill  was  concerned  at  present,  if  an  amend- 
ment he  would  propose  were  inserted  he  would 
quite  agree  with  the  Bill :  if  the  Native  Minis- 
ter would  accept  that  amendment,  he  would 
bave  nothing  more  to  say  on  the  Bill,  but, 
if  not,  he  should  be  inclined  to  disagree  with 
him.    The  amendment  was, — 

*•*  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  to 
imply  that  the  Public  Trustee  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  any  improvements  erected, 
built,  or  made  upon  any  leasehold,  or  take  over 
any  such  improvements  at  a  valuation  at  the 
•expiration  of  any  of  the  subsisting  leases  or  of 
any  future  lease.' " 

Then,  he  went  on  to  say  that,  if  that  amend- 
ment were  put  into  the  Bill,  he  would  support 
it,  which  he  did.  Then,  to  strengthen  his  argu- 
ment and  make  himself  right  with  his  consti- 
tuents, he  read  the  following  telegram  : — 

•'  *  H.  K.  Taiaroa,  Wellington.— We,  who  are 
the  owners  of  these  reserves,  are  agreeable  to 
-the  Bill,  and  we  further  agree  that  the  leases 
shall  be  extended  for  a  further  term  of  sixty 
years.'  He  was  inclined  to  think  that  Tainui, 
-the  sender  of  the  telegram,  was  under  a  slight 
misapprehension,  because  he-  had  communi- 
cated with  the  Commissioner  that  they  were 
perfectly  willing  to  lease  the  sections  upon 
which  there  were  wooden  houses  for  a  term  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  the  sections  upon  which 
there  were  stone  houses  for  a  term  of  sixty 
years." 

He  generally  supported  the  Bill,  after  having 
made  those  statements.    Now  the  honourable 


gentleman  came  down  and  told  the  House  that 
a  great  wrong  had  been  done  to  the  Natives. 
A  very  great  wrong  indeed  would  be  done  to  a 
very  large  number  of  verjr  deserving  people  in 
Grevmouth  and  the  District  of  Nelson,  and  no 
doubt  in  other  parts  of  New  Zealand,  if  this 
Bill  were  passed.  The  honourable  gentleman  ' 
had  just  now  read  the  form  of  a  lesbse  between 
Turanga  Peke  and  the  Native  Commissioner, 
and  the  honourable  member  represented  that 
that  was  the  form  of  lease  between  the  Native 
Commissioner  and  the  tenants  of  those  Native 
trust  lands.  He  did  not  wish  for  a  moment  to 
misrepresent  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
he  had  not  had  time  to  prove  the  accuracy  of 
that  statement ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
particular  two  pieces  of  land  referred  to  in  that 
lease  did  not  come  within  the  category  of  the 
land  dealt  with  by  "  The  South  Island  Native 
Reserves  Act,  1883 ;"  and,  if  he  was  rightly  in- 
formed, the  position  of  those  reserves  was  this : 
that,  in  the  early  days  of  settlement,  when  the 
New  Zealand  Company  purchased  lands  from 
the  Natives  in  the  Nelson  District  at  all  events, 
certain  concessions  were  made  to  the  Natives, 
and  one  of  them  was  that  every  tenth  section 
should  be  set  aside  as  a  reserve  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Native  race ;  and  he  believed  that  was 
carried  out.  Then,  under  some  subsequent 
power,  certain  of  those  tenths  were  given  to 
the  Natives  for  their  occupation  and  cultiva- 
tion, and  other  portions  of  the  tenths,  or  other 
sections  of  them,  were  set  aside  as  inalienable 
reserves,  to  be  administered  as  the  company 
should  from  time  to  time  direct ;  and,  when  the 
company  handed  over  its  liabilities  to  the 
Crown,  the  Crown,  he  presumed,  took  the  powers 
which  the  company  reserved  to  itself,  and  those 
reserves  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Native 
Commissioners  for  the  time  being,  to  be  admin- 
istered by  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  Native 
race,  and  it  was  under  the  powers  granted  to 
the  Commissioners  by  the  Governor  that  the 
reserves  had  been  administered  up  to  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Act  of  1882.  As  far  as  the  people 
he  represented  were  concerned,  those  reserves 
were  administered  by  Mr.  Alexander  Mackay,  a 
gentleman  of  very  high  reputation  in  the  colony, 
who  was  not  at  all  likely  to  let  the  interests  of 
the  Natives  suffer  at  the  hands  of  the  Euro- 
peans. In  the  agreements  made  between  him 
and  the  tenants  there  was  an  unwritten  law 
that,  BO  long  as.  those  tenants  cultivated  the 
reserves  in  a  reasonable  and  husbandmanlike 
manner,  they  would  never  be  dispossessed  of 
the  property  they  had  acquired.  Mr.  Mackay 
had  stated  that  in  evidence.  In  1882  the 
House  passed  the  Nativfe  Reserves  Act,  which 
took  out  of  the  power  of  the  Commissioners  the 
administration  of  those  reserves,  and  placed 
it  in  the  hands  of  a  Board  constituted  under 
the  Public  Trust  Act,  consisting  of  the  Pub- 
lic Trustee,  the  Commissioner  of  Annuities, 
the  Auditor-General,  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
and  two  Native  members,  who  might  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor.  That  Act  went  on 
to  say  that  the  Public  Trustee,  acting  on 
behalf  of  this  Board,  at  the  expiration  of  all 
those  leases,  should  call  for  tenders,  or  submit 
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the  leases  to  public  auction,  and  let  them  to 
the  highest  bidder;  and  there  was  a  clause 
in  that  Act  which  said  that  no  promise  or 
agreement  legally  made  between  the  Native 
Commissioner  and  any  tenant  should  be  pre- 
judicially affected  by  the  Act  of  1882.  Then 
It  turned  out  that  the  promises  made  by  Mr. 
Mackay  in  dealing  with  those  reserves,  al- 
though not  incorporated  in  the  leases — as  they 
ought  to  have  been — wore  made  illegally,  or 
he  made  them  cbssuming  that  he  had  power 
under  the  authority  conferred  on  him  by  the 
Governor  to  grant  renewals  of  those  leases, 
and  so  induced -the  people  to  improve  their 
properties  on  the  understanding  that  they 
would  get  a  renewal  of  the  lease  s  whenever 
they  ran  out.  To  prove  that  he  was  not  over- 
stating the  case,  he  might  say  that,  on  the  efiect 
of  the  Act  of  1882  becoming  known,  the  people 
he  represented  presented  a  petition,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Native  Affairs  Committee ;  and 
he  would  read  their  report.  As  far  as  his 
memory  served  him,  the  honourable  member 
for  the  Southern  Maori  District  supported  him 
in  that  report.  Mr.  A.  Mackay  attended  that 
Committee,  and  gave  evidence  which  apparently 
satisfied  the  Native  members  of  it.  The  report 
was  as  follows  : — 

"  Petitioners  state  that  for  many  years  they 
have  occupied  Native  trust  lands  at  Motueka 
and  Eiwaka,  at  heavy  rents;  that  upon  the 
faith  of  their  leases  being  renewed  they  have 
made  improvements  and  built  houses;  and 
that  they  believe  the  value  of  their  improve- 
ments will  be  confiscated  at  the  expiry  of  their 
leases  by  the  provisions  of  '  The  Native  Eo- 
serves  Act,  1882.'  They  pray  that  *  The  Native 
Beserves  Act,  1882,'  may  be  amended  by  in- 
corporating with  it  the  provisions  as  to  leasing 
contained  in  *  The  Land  Act  1877  Amendment 
Act,  1882.* 

**  I  am  directed  to  report  as  follows : — 
"  That  the  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the 
interests  of  the  petitioners  have  been  mate- 
rially affected  by  *  The  Native  Beserves  Act, 
1882.*  In  dealing  with  the  trust  lands  which 
they  occupy  there  was  always  an  understand- 
ing that  the  tenajits  should  have  a  renewal  of 
their  leases,  upon  paying  such  reasonable  ad- 
vance in  rent  as  the  general  increase  in  the 
value  of  the  land  might  warrant,  and  leaving 
to  them  the  value  of  their  own  substantial 
improvements.  Under  this  tacit  agreement, 
which  was  one  of  honour  and  not  of  law,  the 
tenajits  have  greatly  improved  their  holdings, 
not  only  by  superior  husbandry,  but  by  build- 
ing, fencing,  draining,  &c.,  and  have  thus 
much  increased  even  the  value  of  the  freehold. 
The  holdings  are  small,  ranging  from  about 
five  to  fifty  acres,  and  the  rents  are  already 
very  high,  reaching  as  much  as  £1  to  £2  per 
acre  per  annum.  This  increased  value  has 
arisen  from  the  labour  of  the  tenants  them- 
selves. Under  *The  Native  Beserves  Act, 
1882,', their  customary  interest  is  annihilated, 
and  the  Public  Trustee  will  be  bound,  on  the 
termination  of  each  lease,  to  put  up  the  land 
to  public  competition  and  to  get  the  highest 
rent  procurable.  This  is  a  hardrfiip  which  was 
Mr.  Hursthouse 


not  contemplated  by  the  Legislature.  The 
tenants  do  not  seek  for  perpetual  leases  at 
present  rents.  They  only  ask  that  that  part 
of  the  property  which  is  of  their  own  creation 
should  be  secured  to  them  by  law,  and  point 
out  that  if  the  provisions  of  *  The  Land  Act 
1877  Amendment  Act,  1882,'  were  incorporated 
with  «The  Native  Beserves  Act,  1882,'  they 
would  be  satisfied.  The  Committee  recom- 
mends this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the- 
Government,  with  a  view  to  early  legislation 
towards  meeting  the  equitable  claims  of 
tenants  of  all  Native  reserves  leased  prior  to- 
the  coming  into  operation  of  *  The  Native  Re- 
serves Act,  1882.'" 

That  was  the  deliberate  opinion  of  a  judicial, 
body  —  the  Select  Committee  on  Native  Af- 
fairs; and  he  ventured  to  think  it  was  not  a 
lightly-formed  opinion  on  one  side  or  on  the 
other.  Acting  upon  that  report,  ho  presumed,, 
the  Government  last  year,  when  Mr.  Bryce  was- 
Native  Minister,  introduced  and  passed  "  The 
South  Island  Native  Beserves  Act,  1883." 
After  making  special  provision  for  issuing 
Crown  grants  to  certain  individuals  in  regard 
to  the  Grey  mouth  reserves,  it  went  on  to  make 
provision  for  the  payment  to  tenants  at  the 
expiration  of  their  leases,  should  they  not  be 
the  successful  tenderers,  for  the  value  of  their 
improvements  by  the  incoming  tenants,  and 
also  provided,  in  accordance  with  the  expresa 
wish  of  the  honourable  member  (Mr.  Taiaroa), 
that  the  Public  Trustee,  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Natives,  should  not  in  any  case  be  called  upon 
to  pay  out  of  receipts  from  rents  for  any  im- 
provements, should  the  land  not  be  relet  at  any 
time ;  so  that  the  Natives  were  absolutely  ex- 
cluded from  any  detrimental  effect  by  the  pass- 
ing of  that  Act.  This  was  a  matter  which 
deeply  interested  a  large  section  of  the  com- 
munity which  he  represented ;  and,  in  response 
to  their  requests  and  in  conformity  with  his 
own  views,  he  had  introduced  a  Bill  this  session 
granting  to  the  tenants  a  prior  right  of  re- 
newal of  their  leases  at  a  rate  to  bo  fixed  by 
the  Public  Trustee,  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Natives.  The  debate  on  that  Bill  had  been 
adjourned  at  the  request  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Southern  Max)ri  District  to* 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  interpreted ;  and  whether 
that  interpretation  had  affected  the  honour- 
able gentleman  or  not  he  did  not  know,  but 
evidently  the  measure  now  before  the  House 
was  brought  in  for  the  purpose  not  only  of 
defeating  the  facilities  which  he  (Mr.  Hurst- 
house) proposed  to  give,  but  also  of  repealing 
the  whole  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1883, 
which  was  passed  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Native  Affairs  Committee,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  Native  Minister  of  the  day,, 
and  supported  by  him  and  the  Natives.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  give  the  matter  its 
earnest  consideration,  and  would  not  pass  this- 
Bill. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  said  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  moved  this  Bill  had  re- 
quested him  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
debate,  and  had  done  so  from  a  sense  of  the 
great  interests  of  both  the  Europeans  and  the- 
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Natives  who  were  mixed  up  in  these  leases. 
The  honourable  gentleman  felt  that  the  matter 
was  one  of  great  concern,  and  was  unwilling 
to  press  it  on  at  this  late  period  of  the  session. 
The  honourable  gentleman  was  anxious  that 
it  should  receive  the  earnest  attention  of  both 
races  during  the  recess,  and  hoped  that  then 
it  would  receive  due  consideration  from  Parlia- 
ment next  session.  Expressing  his  admiration 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  acted,  he  begged  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  the  debate. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  begged  to  second  thejnotion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  -debate,  and  did 
80  because,  if  the  discussion  had  gone  on,  he 
would  have  had  to  say  a  good  deal  in  answer 
to  the  arguments  brought  forward  in  support 
of  the  present  measure,  and  to  state  to  the 
House  the  reasons  why  the  Act  of  1883  was 
passed.  A  great  deal  could  be  said  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  principle  of  the  Bill ;  but  he  fully 
recognized  the  spirit  which  had  actuated  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  it  in  ask- 
ing the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East 
to  move  the  adjournment  pf  the  debate.  It 
would  give  full  opportunity  to  both  Natives 
and  Europeans  interested  in  the  matter  to 
fully  consider  it  during  the  recess ;  and  he 
hoped  that  next  session  they  would  be  able  to 
deal  with  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  do  justice 
to  both  parties.  • 

Debate  adjourned. 

PRINTERS  AND  NEWSPAPERS  REGIS- 
TRATION BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  intended  to  remedy 
evUs  which  at  any  moment  might  spring  up 
in  this  colony.  Under  the  Printers  and  News- 
papers Registration  Act  at  present  in  force  any 
person  publishing  or  distributing  any  printed 
matter  without  the  name  and  the  place  of 
abode — ^not  of  business — of  the  printer  and  pub- 
lisher being  affixed,  was  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
not  less  than  £5  or  more  than  £25  for  the  Arst 
twenty-five  copies  distributed ;  and  an  informa- 
tion could  be  laid  against  him  by  any  informer, 
who  was  to  receive  half  the  penalty.  In  Great 
Britain  the  law  was  that  the  penalty  should 
not  exceed  £5,  and  no  person  except  the  Attor- 
ney-General or  Solicitor-General  could  prose- 
cute :  thus  none  but  a  person  whom  the  public 
interests  required  to  be  prosecuted  could  bo 
proceeded  against.  This  Bill  would  assimilate 
our  Uw  to  that  in  force  in  Great  Britain,  and 
would  relieve  many  persons  who  were  now 
labouring  under  grave  responsibilities  which 
they  had  innocently  incurred. 

Mr.  STOUT  saw  no  objection  to  the  Bill 
passing,  as  it  assimilated  the  law  to  that  in 
force  in  Great  Britain.  He  rose  merely  to  cor- 
rect a  misreport,  which  he  had  seen  in  some 
of  the  southern  papers,  of  some  remarks  which 
he  had  made  on  the  first  reading,  or  on  tho 
motion  for  fixing  the  second  reading.  Some 
newspaper  corresjxjndent,  who  did  not  under- 
stand badinage,  must  have  taken  in  earnest 
what  he  had  said  about  special  correspondents 
signing  their  names  to  their  communications, 


and  had  said  that  he  was  going  to  bring  in 
some  very  drastic  measure  to  compel  that  sort 
of  thing.  He  could  only  say  that,  as  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  he  did  not  wish  to  see  anything 
of  the  sort  carried  out,  because  special  corre- 
spondents, if  they  were  accustomed  to  their 
duties,  would  not  require  to  bo  told  how  they 
should  act.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  second 
reading :  in  fact,  he  thought  that  further  steps 
should  be  taken  in  reference  to  dealing  with 
newspapers  than  those  proposed  by  the  Bill. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  laws  which  had  been 
passed  by  that  House  had  put  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  newspapers  being  published.  For 
example,  there  was  the  telegraph  tariff,  which 
no  doubt  had  prevented  the  starting  of  many 
newspapers ;  and  then  there  was  the  law  which 
they  had  passed  some  years  ago,  and  which 
had  had  the  effect  of  establishing  a  trade- 
union  of  the  very  worst  description.  He  was 
sorry  they  could  not  deal  with  that  matter  now, 
but  he  hoped  that  some  day  it  would  bo  done. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill, 

Mr.  JOYCE  desired  to  say  a  few  words  in 
opposition  to  the  measure.  He  looked  upon  it 
as  a  most  dangerous  relaxation  of  a  law  that 
had  not  been  found  oppressive.  At  present 
every  printer  had  to  attach  his  name  and  resi- 
dence to  everything  he  might  print,  and  it  was 
open  to  any  person  in  the  employ  of  that 
printer  to  bring  an  information  against  him 
and  subject  him  to  a  heavy  penalty.  That  was 
a  most  wholesome  check.  This  Bill  provided 
that  there  should  be  circumlocution,  and  the 
result  would  be  that,  even  where  there  was 
great  provocation,  very  few  prosecutions  would 
be  instituted.  The  law  wa^  exceedingly  severe 
against  the  offence  called  murder,  but  offences 
equally  heinous  might  be  committed  by  meajis 
of  the  Press,  noble  engine  as  it  was.  A  great 
deal  more  mischief  might  be  done  by  any 
malicious  man  possessed  of  a  small  printing 
press  than  could  be  expiated  by  his  death. 
The  peace  of  mind  of  a  great  many  people 
might  be  broken  up,  and  yet  under  this  Bill 
the  criminal  would  escape  scot-free.  Tho 
House  ought  not  hastily  to  relax  a  law  that 
had  not  been  found  oppressive.  At  tho  times 
of  election,  even  with  the  safeguards  now  pos- 
sessed, many  offensi\'o  things  wore  circulated ; 
and,  if  the  House  consented  to  make  prosecu- 
tions difficult  and  to  reduce  the  penalties,  then 
cowardly,  mean,  and  malicious  attacks  might 
be  made  with  impimity.  He  was  sorry  to  differ 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East,  but  he  felt  sure  that,  if  tho  honourable 
gentleman  knew  and  thought  as  much  on  the 
subject  as  he  did,  he  would  not  have  done  what 
he  (Mr.  Joyce)  had  no  doubt  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  done  with  tho  very  best  and 
kindest  possible  intentions  —  namely,  proposed 
to  relax  this  law.  Ho  (Mr.  Joyce)  felt  very 
strongly  on  the  subject,  and  begged  to  move, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day  six 
months. 

Mr.  0 'CONOR  recognized  in  this  Bill  a 
dangerous  engine  in  the  hands  of  malicious 
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and  bad-minded  persons.  He  did  not  think 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East 
could  be  familiar  with  the  power  which  might 
be  exerted  under  this  Bill  by  some  persons  to 
injure  others  in  a  cowardly  underhand  way. 
The  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  be  under 
the  impression  that,  because  they  were  follow- 
ing the  law  of  England,  they  were  doing  what 
was  safe  and  right  in  passing  this  Bill ;  but  he 
(Mr.  O'Conor)  considered  that  the  course  which 
Imperial  legislation  had  taken  in  this  direction 
was  wrong.  By  passing  this  Bill  they  would 
go  wrong  in  not  protecting  the  people.  While 
he  agreed  that  the  Press  should  bo  supported 
in  all  that  was  good,  the  Press  ought  to  be  pre- 
vented from  committing  ofEences  against  inno- 
cent and  inoffensive  people.  He  believed  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  would 
be  one  of  the  first  to  regret  the  passing  of  this 
Bill.  Newspapers  and  printing  offices  were 
scattered  all  over  the  colony,  and  were  in  the 
hands  of  all  sorts  of  people.  Honourable  mem- 
bers ought  to  reflect  that,  by  passing  a  Bill  of 
this  kind,  they  were  practically  removing  all 
restraint  against  that  powerful  engine  when 
turned  against  the  people  of  the  colony.  The 
clause  referring  to  prosecutions  actually  made 
it  an  impossibility  for  any  one  to  be  prose- 
cuted at  all,  and  the  clause  which  precluded 
any  person  from  sharing  the  part-penalty  still 
further  strengthened  the  criminal,  by  placing 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  getting  evidence  for  his 
conviction.  He  was  determined  to  oppose  the 
third  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  would  call  for  a 
division  on  the  question. 

Mr.  GRIGG  expressed  his  gratitude  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  for  objecting 
to  the  principle  contained  in  this  Bill.  One 
reason,  if  there  were  no  other,  was  quite  suffi- 
cient to  induce  him  to  vote  against  the  Bill, 
and  that  was  that  great  mischief  could  be  done, 
and  months  and  months  might  elapse  before 
the  Attorney-General  could  be  moved  to  take 
any  action.  He  certainly  could  not  say  that 
the  mover  of  the  Bill  had  taken  a  very  high 
stand  in  rcapcct  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
The  principle  which  the  Bill  contained  was 
altogether  a  dangerous  one.  There  appeared 
to  be  no  allowance  whatever  to  be  given  to 
the  informer,  the  principal  party  in  bringing 
an  offence  to  light,  and  the  whole  cost  of  pro- 
ceedings would  fall  on  the  appellant.  He 
should  certainly  vote  against  the  Bill,  which 
.  he  took  to  bo  a  most  dangerous  one. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  this  Bill  did  not 
in  any  way  interfere  with  the  law  of  libel,  and 
a  person  was  still  amenable  to  the  criminal 
law,  or  to  a  civil  action  for  damages.  The 
object  of  this  Bill  was  to  compel  a  person,  under 
a  penalty,  to  affix  his  name  to  any  document, 
and  if  he  did  not  do  that  he  was  liable  to  a 
penalty.  By  the  present  Act,  if  any  person 
printed  a  book  or  pamphlet  of  any  kind  with- 
out affixing  his  name  to  it,  he  was  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  not  less  than  £5  and  not  exceeding 
£20  for  every  copy.  Reference  had  been  made  to 
the  fact  that  under  this  Bill  the  informer  would 
not  get  his  share  of  the  penalty.  He  was  not 
a  believer  in  informers  being  rewarded  in  that 
Mr.  O'Conor 


vfdtj.  They  led  to  mischief,  and  in  many  in- 
stances laid  traps,  in  order  to  get  a  penalty. 
He  thought  that,  with  regard  to  prosecutions, 
the  steps  to  be  taken  were  of  a  most  round- 
about nature.  In  a  colony  like  this,  where 
communication  was  not  so  easy  as  it  might  be, 
considerable  difficulties  might  arise  in  the  way 
of  prosecutions  being  undertaken.  A  very  fnu 
statement  would  have  to  be  sent  to  the  Go- 
vernment before  consent  to  prosecute  would  be 
given.  He  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  if  each 
Commissioner  of  Police  were  entitled  to  give  hia 
sanction  for  the  initiation  of  proceedings  under 
this  Act.  He  should  support  the  Bill,  although 
it  might  have  been  amended  with  advantage. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  would  support  the  Bill.  He 
believed  it  went  in  the  right  direction  by  assi- 
milating the  law  to  that  now  in  force  in  the 
Old  Country.  But  he  more  particularly  wished 
to  point  out  that  as  the  Bill  went  into  Com- 
mittee it  provided  that  no  person  "other  than" 
the  Attorney  -  General  could  prosecute.  In 
Committee  that  had  been  altered  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  words  *'  without  the  consent 
of,"  thus  making  a  private  individual  the  pro- 
secutor. Now,  the  latter  part  of  the  clause 
states  that  no  part  of  the  penalty  should  go 
to  the  informer ;  and  this  he  thought  a  proper 
provision  when  the  Government  undertakes  the 
prosecuHon.  But  with  the  alteration  to  which 
he  referred  he  submitted  that  it  would  be  only 
right,  when  a  private  individual  prosecuted, 
and  the  offence  was  proved,  that  the  costs  in- 
curred by  him  in  the  prosecution  should  be 
paid.  He  thought  that  would  be  a  fair  altera- 
tion to  make  in  the  Bill  in  another  place. 

Mr.  PYKE  said  this  Bill  did  not  by  any 
means  encourage  anonymous  publications ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  simply  did  this :  It  provided 
a  penalty  for  the  printing  and  publishing  of ' 
an  anonymous  publication.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  appeared  to  him  to  be  to  prevent  frivolous 
actions  being  brought  against  the  Press.  If  a 
document  failed  to  bear  upon  it  the  imprint  of 
the  printer  or  publisher,  a  private  individual 
could  not  take  advantage  of  that,  but  the 
Attorney-General  was  to  commence  the  prose- 
cution. He  understood  the  argument  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Awarua  to  be  that 
this  measure  would  encourage  anonymous  pub- 
lications. The  Bill  would  not  encourage  the 
distribution  of  slanderous  or  libellous  publica- 
tions. It  appeared  to  be  a  very  excellent  Bill, 
and  he  would  be  glad  to  support  it. 

IVIr.  JOYCE  exj^lained  that  he  did  not  say 
that  this  Bill  would  permit  of  ianonymous  pub- 
lications in  any  way.  He  said  that  such  an 
alteration  of  the  law  was  not  required  in  this 
colony  as  yet,  for,  so  far  as  he  knew,  nothing 
more  than  a  trivial  prosecution  or  two  had  ever 
been  instituted. 

Mr.  HATCH  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  West  had  spoken  of  the  penalties 
imposed  at  the  present  time  for  the  neglect  to 
put  the  imprint  to  a  paper  or  publication,  but 
he  did  not  state  how  many  convictions  there 
had  been  under  the  Act.  He  (Mr.  Hatch) 
scarcely  remembered  a  single  conviction  under 
the  Act.    If  a  printer  did  anything  wrong,  it 
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was  almost  impossible  to  find  out  where  the 
wrong  came  from — to  find  out  by  the  particu- 
lar type  used  where  a  particular  document  had 
been  printed.  Of  course  some  weight  was  to  be 
attached  to  the  statement  of  the  Premier  that 
this  was  a  good  Bill  and  one  that  ought  to  be 
passed  into  law. 

Mr.  STOUT  did  not  see  any  harm  that 
would  result  from  the  passing  of  this  Bill. 
There  would  still  be  an  opportunity  to  persons 
to  prosecute,  and  if  a  bad  case  were  made  out  he 
had  no  doubt  the  law  would  be  enforced.  Of 
course,  if  it  happened  to  be  a  more  innocent 
docrmient  that  was  published,  a  prosecution 
would  not  be  allowed ;  but,  if  the  document 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  libellous  publication, 
then  no  doubt  the  permission  to  prosecute 
would  be  granted.  If  the  Local  Courts  Bill 
were  passed,  there  would  be  a  means  of  dealing 
with  such  publications  by  allowing,  people  to 
sue  for  libel  or  defamation  in  the  lower  Courts, 
and  that  would  meet  the  objection  urged  by 
flome  honourable  members  against  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  a  person  mi^t  be  in- 
jured by  the  publishing  of  libellous  matter,  and, 
if  he  had  to  wait  until  he  obtained  the  per- 
mission of  the  Attorney-General  to  prosecute, 
the  whole  thing  would  be  circulated  through- 
out the  colony  and  perhaps  outside  of  it.  He 
knew  of  one  case,  which  had  come  uftdor  his 
own  i)ersonal  knowledge,  where  a  libel  was 
printed  and  circulated  in  a  paper  issued  at  3d. 
a  copy  without  imprint.  The  attention  of  the 
Inspector  of  Police  was  called  to  it,  and  he 
went  to  the  office  and  remonstrated  with  the 
printer,  and  within  an  hour  the  whole  of  the 
-oopies  were  called  in. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  there  was  one  point 
which  had  not  been  touched  upon,  and  that 
was  the  difficulty  of  finding  out  who  published 
the  libellous  report,  and  whom  to  recommend 
the  Attorney-General  to  prosecute.  He  did  not 
think  the  Bill  should  be  passed  in  its  present 
shape. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  person  who  distributed 
the  libellous  document  would  be  amenable  to 
piORecution.  A  case  occurred  a  few  days  ago 
in  Auckland  where  a  person  was  prosecuted 
for  not  having  given  his  place  6f  residence, 
although  he  had  given  his  place  of  business 
and  the  street  where  it  was  situated.  Of 
course  the  case  was  dismissed,  but  the  person 
had  been  put  to  a  good  deal  of  expense.  In  a 
case  of  that  kind  no  Attorney-General  would 
have  allowed  such  a  prosecution.  It  was  a 
perfectly  frivolous  case.  At  present  any  per- 
son who  oircul&ted  printed  matter  without  the 
printer's  name  and  address  was  liable  to  a  pen- 
alty of  not  less  than  £20.  That  was  a  mon- 
strous state  for  the  law  to  be  in,  and  should  be 
amended.  The  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  make 
the  law  similar  to  the  law  of  England. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  in  reply,  said  the  subject  had 
been  entirely  misunderstood  by  many  honour- 
able members.  What  those  members  had  not 
understood  was  this :  that  every  individual  who 
happened  to  make  a  present  of  a  prayer-book, 
•or  any  book  of  the  kind,  to  which  there  was 
no  imprint,  would  be  subject,  for  every  book 


he  gave,  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  £5  or 
more  than  £20.  He  was  satisfied  that  when 
this  measure  was  understood  the  whole  country 
would  desire  to  see  it  adopted.  Why  should 
he  try  to  force  it  upon  a  House  that  did  not 
xmderstand  it  or  appreciate  it?  He  should 
take  the  decision  on  the  matter  on  the  voices. 
The  law  had  worked  admirably  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  it  would  be  found  to  work  well  in 
this  colony.  There  were  no  informers  here  now, 
but  there  might  be  at  no  distant  time. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

GOLD  DUTY  REDUCTION  BILL. 

Sir  G.  GREY  moved  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill. 

Mr.  STOUT  hoped  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  not  proceed  further  with  the  Bill. 
The  position  was  this:  that  the  Government 
had  given  a  pledge,  when  a  Bill  was  introduced 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Tuapeka,  that 
they  would  make  a  proposition  on  the  subject 
of  the  gold  duty  to  the  House  next  year.  The 
Government  were  ready  to  carry  out  that  in- 
tention, and  would  adhere  loyally  to  the  un- 
derstanding which  had  been  arrived  at  during 
the  discussion  on  that  Bill.  If,  however,  the 
honourable  gentleman  persisted  with  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House,  he  (Mr.  Stout),  per- 
sonally, would  have  to  oppose  it,  and  probably 
a  great  many  other  honourable  members  would 
also  oppose  it;  and,  if  it  were  negatived,  the 
Government  would  of  course  hold  themselves 
absolved  from  the  promise  they  had  given, 
because  they  would  consider  that  the  House 
had  expressed  itself  against  any  reduction  of 
the  gold  dutj',  and  that  they  were  desired  not 
to  bring  down  propositions  on  the  subject  next 
year. 

Mr.  0 'CON OR  would  like  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  state  what  the  understanding 
was. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  he  believed  the  understand- 
ing which  the  Treasurer  had  entered  into  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  was  this :  that  the 
Government  could  not  see  their  way  to  at  once 
reduce  the  duty  on  gold,  but  that  before  next 
session  they  would  consider  what  means  could 
be  adopted  for  supplying  the  local  bodies  with 
revenue  in  its  place,  and  that,  having  come 
to  a  conclusion  on  that  point,  they  would  re- 
duce the  duty  at  an  early  date.  That  would 
have  to  be  done  by  legislation,  however,  and 
that  legislation  could  not  be  introduced  until 
next  session. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  the  understanding  was  not 
exactly  as  the  Premier  had  stated.  The  Bill 
he  had  the  honour  to  introduce  proposed  that 
the  duty  should  be  abolished  on  the  31st  March 
next.  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  asked 
for  an  extension  of  time  until  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, which  he  agreed  to.  The  Government 
had,  therefore,  undertaken  to  abolish  the  duty 
on  the  30th  September  next. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  that  if  the  Treasurer  were 
in  his  place  he  would  state  that  that  was  the 
pledge  which  had  been  given.  After  that  there 
was   further   discussion,   when   the  members 
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for  Kumara  and  Inangahua  pointed  out  that 
it  might  prejudice  the  revenues  of  the  local 
bodies  to  nx  the  date,  because  the  banks  might 
take  advantage  of  that  by  holding  the  gold  for 
ft  certain  period  and  so  escaping  the  payment 
of  the  duty.  The  Minister  of  Mines  submitted 
the  matter  to  him  (Mr.  Brown)  as  to  whether, 
instead  of  fixing  a  date  by  Act,  it  should  not 
be  done  by  Order  in  Council.  That  he  also 
accepted.  It  was  always  understood  that  the 
abolition  of  the  gold  duty  should  take  efiect 
Bome  time  next  session,  not  later  thsm  the 
30th  September  next ;  and  on  that  understand- 
ing he  had  no  doubt,  after  the  statement  of 
the  Premier,  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
"would  withdraw  the  Bill,  as  he  was  perfectly 
satisfied  the  Government  would  not  break  faith 
with  him,  and  that  the  gold  export  duty 
would  next  year  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  thought  the  Premier  had 
forgotten  one  point.  It  was  easy  for  the  Go- 
vernment to  say  they  would  do  this  or  that 
with  reference  to  tliis  celebrated  gold  duty,  but 
it  must  be  recollected  that,  though  the  Govern- 
ment migbt  be  able  to  speak  for  the  House, 
there  was  another  Chamber  which  had  a  voice 
in  the  matter,  and,  as  far  as  he  could  ascer- 
tain, the  House  passed  Gold  Duty  Abolition  or 
Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bills  year  after  year,  and 
the  other  Chamber  time  after  time  threw  them 
out.  Seeing  that  any  action  which  the  Go- 
vernment proposed  to  take  must,  to  be  effec- 
tual, be  authorized  by  both  Houses,  there  must 
be  some  assurance  that  the  Bill  would  be  passed 
through  the  Upper  House  os  well  as  through 
that  House.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Upper  House  had,  by  their  action  in  throwing 
out  these  Bills,  shown  that  they  had  not  given 
the  matter  that  consideration  which  they  ought 
to  have  given  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  was  quite  sure  that  the  Pre- 
mier was  sincere ;  but  the  reason  he  thought 
the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time  and 
passed  through  all  its  stages,  and  sent  to  an- 
other place,  was  this :  that,  when  the  Council, 
in  1883,  threw  out  a  Bill  almost  word  for  word 
the  same  as  that  now  before  the  House,  there 
was  a  distinct  promise  that,  if  the  same  Bill 
oame  up  again,  it  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Who  made  the  promise? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  was  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Gold  Fields  Committee  of  the 
other  Chamber;  and  reference  to  Hansard 
would  show  that  members  who  opposed  the 
Bill  on  that  occasion  said  the  same  thing.  The 
objection  to  the  Bill  which  had  been  thrown 
out  this  session  was  that  it  provided  for  total 
abolition,  and  because  there  was  provision  for 
an  Order  in  Council  to  be  issued ;  but  this  Bill 
would  pass,  he  thought,  especially  with  a  slight 
amendment  which  he  proposed  to  introduce, 
to  the  effect  that  it  should  not  come  into 
operation  until  after  a  special  order  had  been 
passed  by  a  majority  of  the  County  Councils 
in  favour  of  the  coming  into  effect  of  the  Act. 
That  would  meet  all  objections  raised  in  an- 
other place,  and  it  would  then  be  seen  if  they 
were  smcere.  The  House  had  already  affirmed 
the  principle  of  the  abolition  of  the  gold  duty 
Mr,  Brovm 


this  session,  and  could  not  now  refuse  to  say- 
that  the  duty  should  be  reduced  by  Is.  this-- 
year  and  Is.  next  year,  and  that  the  regulation 
of  it  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  local' 
bodies. 

Sir  G.  GREY,  in  explanation,  after  what  the 
Premier  had  said,  did  not  wish  to  push  the 
Bill,  and  asked  permission  to  withdraw  it. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

ARMED  CONSTABULARY  BILL. 

Mr.  GUINNESS,  in  moving  the  second  reatd- 
ing  of  this  Bill,  said  that,  by  way  of  explaining 
its  objects,  he  would  read  clause  26  of  "The 
Armed  Constabulary  Act,  1867  :"— 

"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  commandant, - 
inspector,  sub-inspector,  or  other  officer,  or  for 
any  constable,  during  the  time  he  shall  con- 
tinue in  the  Armed  Constabulary,  to  vote  for 
the  election  of  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly,  or  of  any  Provincial  Council,  nor 
shall  by  "word,  message,  writing,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  endeavour  to  persuade  any  elector  to 
give,  or  dissuade  any  elector  from  giving,  his- 
vote  for  the  choice  of  any  person  to  be  a  mem- 
ber to  serve  m  the  General  Assembly  or  in  any 
Provincial  Council.  And  if  any  inspector,  sub- 
inspector,  or  other  officer,  or  any  constable  shall 
offend  therein,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
of  fifty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  any  person 
who  wiM  sue  for  the  same  by  action  of  debt,  to  • 
be  commenced  within  six  calendar  months  after 
the  commission  of  the  offence :  Provided  always 
that  nothing  in  this  enactment  contained  shall 
subject  any  such  commandant,  inspector,  sub- 
inspector,  or  other  officer,  or  any  constable  to 
any  penalties  for  any  act  done  by  him  at  or 
concerning  any  of  the  said  elections  in  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duty." 

Honourable  members  would  see  that,  by  the 
provisions  of  his  Bill,  the  restrictions  imposed 
by  this  section  were  not  taken  away.  The  re- 
strictions imposed  by  this  section  on  any  con- 
stable, officer,  or  inspector  taking  an  active 
part  in  elections  were  not  removed.  He  simply 
proposed  to  withdraw  the  penalties  attached  if 
the  right  to  vote  was  exercised.  He  would 
point  out  that  in  1867,  when  the  Act  was  passed, 
the  ballot  had  not  been  introduced,  and  there- 
fore it  miglrt  be  reasonably  urged  that  it  was 
proper  then  to  restrict  and  prevent  members>- 
of  the  police  force  from  exercising  the  right 
to  vote.  The  operation  of  the  ballot  had,  he 
thouglit,  to  a  certain  extent  removed  the  neces- 
sity for  the  restriction;  and,  since  then,  there 
had  been  further  legislation  with  regard  to  the 
right  to  vote ;  and  so  recently  as  a  few  years 
ago  that  House,  in  its  wisdom,  had  said  every 
male  twenty-one  years  old  and  over  living  in 
the  colony  should  have  the  jright  to  vote.  If 
Civil  servants  were  entitled  to  vote,  he  failed 
to  see  why  the  right  should  be  taken  from  the 
unfortunate  police-constables.  If  they  were  to 
make  any  distinctions,  there  were  others  besides 
police-constables  who  might  be  exempted. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  quite  agreed  with  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  said  in  regard  to  • 
the   civil  branch  of  the  Force,  but  he  would 
oppose  any  alteration  in  regard  to  the  defence  ^ 
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force,  who  occupied  a  position  very  different 
from  that  of  the  civil  force.  The  defence  force 
were  moved  about  in  numbers  from  district  to 
district ;  and,  being  located  in  a  particular  dis- 
trict, they  might  exercise  a  very  preponderating 
voice  in  an  election,  as  fifty  or  one  hundred 
men  stationed  at  some  one  place  might  give  a 
block  vote.  With  regard  to  the  civil  force,  he 
quite  agreed  that,,  as  far  as  voting  was  con- 
cemed,  they  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  as  Civil  servants ;  out  they  should  not 
be  allowed  to  take  an  active  part  in  an  election 
in  the  way  of  canvassing  or  otherwise.  He 
hoped  the  honourable  member  would  accept 
the  suggestion  he  had  made. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  would  be  most  happy  to 

do  80. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said,  for  his  part,  he 
did  not  see  that  the  Defence  Minister  had 
made  out  a  good  case  for  a  distinction  between 
the  field  force  and  the  civil  force.  They  had 
several  times  in  the  House  had  resolutions  with 
respect  to  the  necessity  for  removing  the  Con- 
stftbulary  Force  from  different  districts,  and  it 
was  well  known  that  that  could  not  always  be 
done  conveniently;  and  no  doubt  experience 
showed  that  very  frequently  a  familiarity  with 
persons,  and  what  was  looked  upon — probably 
in  many  cases  undeservedly — as  favouritism, 
were  charged  against  members  of  the  Constabu- 
lary Force.  The  Legislature  ought  totdo  its 
utmost  to  keep  the  Force  from  the  imputation 
of  favouritism,  and  anybody  who  had  been 
through  an  election  knew  that  there  was  an 
insensible  influence  if  a  person  was  taking  an 
interest  in  an  election,  and  it  was  just  a^  well 
to  avoid  that.  No  doubt  a  number  of  the  do- 
fence  force  might  be  brought  to  influence  an 
election  at  any  time ;  but  the  same  might  ap- 
ply to  the  civil  force.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would 
not  go  any  further. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  hoped  the  Bill  would  be 
allowed  to  proceed,  because  throughout  New 
Zealand  among  the  police  there  was  a  strong 
feeling  that  they  were  aggrieved  by  not  being 
allowed  to  vote,  and  he  failed  to  see  why  they 
should  not  be  allowed  to  vote.  At  the  same 
time,  he  thought  it  was  almost  a  pity  that 
they  had  so  many  little  Bills  amending  tho 
Election  Act,  and  he  wished  to  point  out  that 
a  comprehensive  measure  must  be  brought  in 
by  the  Government  before  the  next  dissolution. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  that  during  his  residence 
in  New  Zealand  he  had  been  brought  into 
contact  with  several  country  constables,  and 
had  ascertained  from  them  that  they  felt  they 
were  deprived  of  the  rights  of  citizens  by  not 
being  allowed  to  vote.  He  had  always  found 
them  an  exceptionally-intelligent  class  of  men. 
He  agreed  with  the  Native  Minister  when  he 
objected  to  the  military  force  being  allowed 
to  vote ;  but  there  was  a  distinction  between 
constables  stationed  in  the  country  and  the 
defence  force.  As  regarded  the  remark  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine  with  refer- 
ence to  the  possibility  of  men  being  brought 
to  vote  at  and  influence  an  election,  he  did  not 
think  that  could  carry  much  weight,  when  they 
recollected  that  a  man  had  to  be  six  months  in 


a  district  before  he  could  vote.  He  congratU' 
lated  the  honourable  member  on  introducing, 
this  Bill,  and,  although  they  knew  that  a  more 
comprehensive  measure  must  be  brought  for- 
ward, still  he  acknowledged  this  Bill  as  a  step 
in  the  tight  direction,  and  it  gave  him  much 
pleasure  to  support  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  the  Native  Minister  had 
suggested  what  were  really  the  objections  to 
this  Bill;  but  whether  those  objections  were 
strong  enough  to  prevent  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  was  another  matter.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  suggested  that  the  field  force 
should  not  be  allowed  to  vote,  because  they 
were  massed  in  large  numbers,  and  might  be 
moved  about  from  place  to  place,  controlling 
the  elections  to  a  considerable  extent  wherever 
they  were.  That,  no  doubt,  was  an  objection,, 
but  there  was  not  really  that  distinction  be- 
tween the  field  force  and  the  civil  police  that 
some  members  seemed  to  think  existed.  In 
truth,  the  whole  Constabulary  Force,  including 
both  the  civil  police  and  the  field  force,  were 
under  one  Act,  and  all  belonged  to  the  Armed 
Constabulary.  The  theory  of  the  Force,  which 
came  down  from  Victoria,  he  understood,  was, 
that  an  Armed  Constabulary  Force  should  be 
raised,  and  that,  as  tho  civil  police  required  to 
be  augmented,  they  should  be  augmented  from 
the  reserve  force,  which  reserve  force  was  to 
be  created  for  that  purpose.  And  honourable 
members  would  recollect  that,  up  to  eighteen 
months  or  two  years  ago,  what  was  known  as  the 
field  force  was  called  the  reserve  force.  The 
real  reason  of  the  term  was  that  what  was  called 
the  field  force  was  to  remain  a  reserve  force 
and  to  be  drawn  upon  as  civil  police  were  re- 
quired. There  was  no  distinction  between  the 
reserve  force  and  the  remainder  of  the  Armed 
Constabulary  in  tho  eye  of  the  law.  As  the 
Defence  Minister  had  said, 'it  was  improper 
that  armed  men  should  take  part  m  aoi  elec- 
tion. The  objection  was  felt  in  most  countries. 
It  was  probably  founded  on  very  good  reasons ; 
and,  although  he  was  not  prepared  to  state 
them  all,  some  of  them  were  obvious  enough. 
The  objection  which  applied  to  an  army  voting 
also  applied  to  the  field  force  in  New  Zea- 
land. It  was  only  a  question  of  degree.  And  it 
also  applied  to  what  was  known  as  the  civil 
police,  because  it  would  be  clear  to  honourable 
members  that  the  civil  police  might  be  re- 
quired, at  any  rate  in  case  of  riot,  to  quell 
disturbances  in  connection  with  an  election; 
and  it  would  not  be  reasonable  or  right — he 
thought  it  would  be  anomalous  —  to  give  to 
people  whose  duty  it  might  be  to  quell  dis- 
turbances a  right  to  take  part  in  an  election. 
There  was  also  another  reason,  which  had  been 
suggested  by  the  honourable  member  for  Geral- 
dine— that  the  civil  police  officers,  when  very 
long  in  a  district,  got  to  know  a  great  many 
people,  and  to  have  a  great  deal  of  influence 
with  them  of  one  kind  and  another.  For  ex- 
ample, with  the  publicans — the  continuance  of 
whose  licenses  might  in  many  cases  depend 
upon  the  police  officers — their  influence  would 
be  very  considerable.  It  was  very  true,  as  the 
honourable  member  who  introduced  the  Bill 
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had  pointed  out,  that  we  had  the  ballot,  and 
that  a  police  officer,  if  he  liked,  could  exercise 
his  vote  without  taking  any  other  part  openly 
in  the  election ;  but  he  (Mr.  Bryce)  thought  it 
might  be  fairly  argued  that  the  officers  and 
men  would  scarcely  be  divested  of  the  belief,  if 
they  were  allowed  to  exercise  their  votes,  that 
they  could  also  be  allowed  to  state  how  they 
intended  to  vote,  and  from  that  they  might 
become  very  active  canvassers.  He  thought, 
upon  the  whole,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
keep  the  police  from  any  such  temptation ; 
and,  though  he  did  not  feel  very  strongly  upon 
the  matter,  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be 
just  as  well  that  the  Bill  should  not  pass. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  thought  that  the  objections 
made  against  the  Bill  could  be  considered  as 
of  two  kinds.  First  came  the  objections  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine, 
which  would  go  against  giving  a  vote  to  any 
Civil  servants.  The  honourable  member  said — 
what  was  true — of  the  police,  that  they  had 
opportunities  of  influencing  other  voters ;  but 
would  not  that  apply  to  the  head  postmaster 
or  other  officers  in  a  district,  such  as  Custom- 
house officers  ?  The  Bill  only  proposed  to  give 
a  constable  the  right  to  vote,  and  to  give  him 
that  right  without  in  the  least  degree  taking 
away  the  check  provided  in  the  old  Act  that 
he  should  take  no  part  in  the  elections  beyond 
exercising  his  vote.  That  he  (Mr.  O'Conor) 
beUeved  to  be  the  regulation  which  applied  to 
Civil  servants  everywhere,  though  it  was  well 
known  that  this  regulation  did  not  prevent 
them  taking  an  active  part  in  elections.  If 
they  thought  that  refusing  a  policeman  a  vote 
would  deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of  exer- 
cising his  influence  in  elections  if  he  desired  to 
exercise  it,  they  were  much  mistaken.  He  was 
in  favour  of  giving  a  constable  the  right  to 
exercise  the  franchise,  to  which  he  was  entitled 
as  a  settler  in  the  country ;  but  his  duty 
as  a  police  officer  and  loyalty  to  the  service 
to  which  he  belonged  should  be  a  bar  to  his 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  elections.  This 
seemed  to  be  a  reasonable  provision.  He  also 
considered  that  there  was  a  clear  distinction 
between  the  field  force  and  the  civil  force,  as 
the  one  was  an  armed  force  and  the  men  lived 
in  a  body;  while  in  the  other  the  men  had 
their  homes,  and  were  settled  in  different  dis- 
tricts. He  tliought  the  police  had  a  grievance, 
and  he  agreed  with  the  Minister  of  Defence 
when  he  said  that  thisvoting-power  ought  to 
be  extended  to  members  of  the  civil  force. 
The  objection  mged  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara  seemed  to  point  to  this:  that 
there  was  no  distinction  between  the  two  forces. 
But  he  thought,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
would  look  at  the  matter  a  little  more  care- 
fully, he  would  find  that  there  was  a  very  ma- 
terial distinction.  It  was  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  give  a  different  rate  of  pay  to  the 
men,  and  he  thought  it  ought  also  to  be  suffi- 
cient to  classify  them  for  this  purpose.  He 
thought  that  using  the  terms  in  the  Act  would 
make  the  distinction  sufficiently  clear,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  pass  the  Bill,  as  it  was 
nothing  more  than  an  act  of  justice.  Unless 
Mr,  Bryce 


they  were  prepared  to  deprive  all  Civil  servant 
of  every  class  throughout  the  colony  of   their 
right  to  vote  at  elections,  he  thought  they  should 
remove  the  restrictions  from  the  police. 

Mr.  PYKE  thought,  if  it  were  possible  to 
distinguish  between  police  officers  and  Armed 
Constabulary,  something  might  be  said  in 
favour  of  this  Bill ;  but  that  was  not  possible. 
Even  the  difference  in  the  amount  of  the 
salaries  paid  to  the  two  branches  of  the  ser- 
vice would  not  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to 
do  that.  It  was  an  inconvenient  thing,  and 
he  had  always  regarded  it  as  such,  and  as  an 
unfortunate  thing,  that  in  the  South  Island^ 
because  there  were  some  warlike  troubles  in 
the  North,  the  whole  of  the  police  force  should 
be  put  on  a  war  footing.  He  had  wished,  and 
was  not  singular  in  that  wish,  that  they  should 
distinguish  between  the  semi-soldiers  of  the 
North  IslfiLud  and  the  peace  officers  of  the 
South.  There  was  no  reason  whatever  why 
they  should  have  armed  constables  in  the 
South.  There  were  excellent  reasons  why  they 
should  not  Ibe  put  on  that  footing.  There  were 
also  good  reasons  why  those  who  were  intrusted 
with  the  preservation  of  the  peace  should  not 
be  allowed  to  take  part  in  election  contests.  It 
was  impossible  that  a  man  who  had  a  right  to 
vote  should  not  feel  some  interest  in  the  matter 
of  eitercising  his  vote,  and  from  feeling  an  in- 
terest he  very  soon  became  a  partisan.  Those 
who  had  watched  the  progress  of  events  in  the 
United  States  could  see  very  clearly  that  the 
effect  of  the  police  being  enfranchised  had  been 
very  bad  indeed  in  connection  with  politic&l 
troubles  there.  He  was  not  inclined  to  vote 
for  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
pass  it.  It  was  absurd  to  say  that  if  the  Bill 
were  not  passed  the  whole  Civil  Service  should 
be  put  on  the  same  footing.  The  actual  duty 
of  the  police  was  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  he 
thought  that  could  only  be  done  in  a  proper 
way  by  their  being  entirely  free  and  unin- 
fluenced in  connection  with  elections.  It  would 
be  a  very  unwise  thing  indeed,  he  thought,  tp 
give  a  body  of  men  intrusted  with  the  preser- 
vation of  the  peace  power  to.  vote  on  one  side 
or  the  other  in  any  political  fight. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART,  having  regard  to  the 
principle  that  there  should  be  no  taxation 
without  representation,  apprehended  that  they 
could  not  consistently  refuse  to  extend  the 
franchise  not  only  to  what  were  termed  the 
civil  police,  but  also  to  the  reserve  or  field 
force.  He  saw  no  reason  whatever  why  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  should  be 
under  any  special  disadvantage  in  exercising 
their  right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  members  of 
the  House.  The  honourable  member  who  had 
spoken  last  seemed  to  think  that,  if  a  constable 
were  deprived  of  the  right  to  vote,  all  parti- 
san feeling  was  at  once  withdrawn  from  him  ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  feeling  might 
become  all  the  stronger  because  he  was  un- 
able to  vote.  He  (Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart)  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  police  force  were 
at  present  suffering  an  injustice,  which  should 
be  removed  as  speedily  as  possible.  He  had 
very  great  respect  indeed  for  the  police  force, 
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•ad  felt  sure  that  they  would  not  allow  what 
was  termed  party  political  feeling  to  inter- 
fere in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  He  ventured  to  say  that,  if 
allowed  to  vote,  they  would  preserve  the  peace 
with  as  much  impartiality  as  if  they  were  not 
allowed  to  vote.  For  his  part,  he  had  no  com- 
plaint to  make  against  them,  and  he  believed 
they  had  too  much  good  judgment  to  take  a 
leading  part  in  politics.  But,  for  instance, 
schoolmasters  and  various  other  public  officers 
had  the  power  of  controlling  elections  if  they 
chose  to  exercise  it.  He  thought  that,  with 
the  very  sparse  population  that  there  would 
probably  be  for  years  to  come  in  the  colony, 
no  great  amount  of  political  feeling  was  likely 
to  be  concentrated  in  any  particular  district. 
He  looked  forward,  also,  to  the  time  when  this 
reserve  force  would  be  abolished,  and  he  hoped 
that  that  was  a  not  very  distant  day,  and  that 
they  would  have  no  such  thing  as  a  military 
force  in  the  colony  in  the  sense  in  which  the 
words  were  now  used.  He  heartily  supported 
the  measure,  and  he  hoped  the  honourable 
member  would  not  modify  it  so  as  to  exclude 
any  section  of  the  community  from  the  fran- 
chue. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Greymouth  was  rather  premature 
in  accepting  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Minister  of  Defence.  What  reason  had  been 
shown  for  depriving  the  Armed  Constabulary  of 
their  rights  as  citizens?  The  only  argument 
bad  been  that  the  Government  of  the  day 
might  shift  the  Armed  Constabulary  about  so 
as  to  influence  elections.  Well,  as  the  law 
stood,  they  would  have  to  be  in  the  district  six 
months  before  they  could  vote.  He  ventured 
to  think  that,  if  a  Government  were  so  corrupt 
and  bad  as  to  do  such  a  thing,  the  probability 
was  that  the  men  would  not  vote  in  the  way 
the  Government  wished. 

Mr.  BRYOE  said  that  his  words  must  not  be 
construed  in  tho  way  the  honourable  member 
had  put  it.  What  he  said  was,  that  the  men 
might  be  shifted  about  from  place  to  place, 
and  so  control  the  elections.  He  did  not  mean 
that  the  Government  would  shift  them  about 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  was  not  alludmg  to  the 
remarks  of  tho  honourable  gentleman,  but  to 
those  of  the  Native  Minister,  and  he  thought 
they  were  both  to  the  same  purpose.  Elec- 
tions might  be  controlled  in  the  same  way  by  the 
Qoverument  if  they  shifted  about  Civil  servants 
or  anybody  else.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
there  wa^  no  difference  between  the  Armed 
Constabulary,  ordinary  constables,  railway  em- 
ploy^, and  anybody  else  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government.  If  it  were  right  to  grant  the 
franchise  to  railway  employes,  why  not  grant 
it  to  the  Armed  Constabulai^  ?  As  to  the 
argument  of  tho  honourable  member  for  the 
Dnnstan,  who  said  that  it  was  impossible  for 
a  partisan  to  keep  the  peace,  he  would  point 
oat  that  probably  five  out  of  every  seven 
members  in  the  House  were  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  whose  duty  also  it  was  to  keep  the 
peace;  and  a  great  many  of  those  also  who 


opposed  the  present  members  at  the  elections 
were  Justices  of  the  Peace.  But  had  they  ever 
heard  of  any  breach  of  the  peace  at  elections  f 
Certainly  not.  He  supposed  there  was  no  coun- 
try in  the  world  where  there  was  greater  good- 
will  and  fewer  breaches  of  the  peace  during 
general  elections  than  in  New  Zealand,  and  he 
had  always  failed  to  see  why  constables  should 
not  be  allowed  to  vote.  As  a  matter  of  fact». 
they  did  vote.  He  could  point  out  many 
constables'  names  on  the  rolls,  many  of  whom 
he  believed  had  voted,  and  would  continue  to 
vote.  They  would  be  partisans  whether  the 
law  gave  them  a  vote  or  not.  He  had  no  fear 
of  the  influence  of  the  police  any  more  than  of 
that  of  the  Civil  Service,  and  he  thought  they 
had  always  suflered  a  disabiHtj^  under  the  law,, 
from  which  they  should  be  munediately  re- 
lieved. 

Mr.  SEDDON  believed  in  free  trade,  emd  he 
was  sure,  so  far  as  the  Armed  Constabulary  were^ 
concerned,  there  was  no  good  reason  why  the 
power  to  vote  should  be  taicen  from  them.  In 
the  district  he  represented  there  was  a  large- 
number  of  Government  employes,  i^nd  he  knew 
that  at  the  last  election  most  of  them  voted 
against  him.  The  manager  of  the  Government 
water-race  took  an  active  part  in  the  election,, 
and  was  invited  to  a  banquet  given  to  the  de» 
feated  candidate.  At  the  banquet,  thxee  cheers 
were  given  in  honour  of  the  unsuccessful  service 
rendered.  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  had  no  resentment 
whatever  towards  him,  or  to  the  men  working 
under  him  :  they  voted  as  they  considered  best 
for  the  colony.  If  he  had  lost  the  election, 
he  would  feel  exactly  the  same.  At  the  sam& 
time,  if  the  police  force  in  his  district — ^who,  he 
contended,  were  an  equally  intelligent  body  of 
men,  had  been  allowed  to  vote,  he  felt  satisfied 
that  they  would  have  counteracted  the  votes  of 
the  officers  he  had  alluded  to.  But  he  waa 
positive  that  their  political  feelings  would  not 
have  influenced  them  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  And  it  was  a  grave  reflection  to  cast 
on  the  police  force — the  Armed  Constabulary 
or  the  civil  force — to  say  the  House  was  afindd 
to  trust  them  with  voting-power.  He  recom- 
mended the  honourable  member  for  Greymouth 
to  persevere  with  the  Bill,  notwithstanding 
that  he  had  hastily  consented  to  leave  out  that 
portion  of  the  Bill  which  referred  to  the  Con- 
stabulary.  When  he  had  heard  the  Native 
Minister  making  his  assertions  regarding  the 
removal  of  the  Armed  Constabulary  brom  place 
to  place,  he  felt  inclined  to  agree  with  him ; 
but,  after  reflection,  and  hearing  the  arguments 
on  the  other  side,  he  thought  the  honourable 
member  for  Greymouth  had  come  to  a  hasty 
conclusion  ;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
carry  the  Bill  through  as  printed. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  there  was  one  point  of  view 
that  had  not  been  noticed :  that  was  that,  if 
they  had  a  field  force,  five  or  six  hundred 
men  might  be  placed  even  for  six  months  in 
one  electoral  district,  and  they  would  swamp 
entirely  all  the  real  settlers.  If  they  were  split 
up  in  small  bands  of  men  not  exceeding  fifty 
in  one  district,  he  should  not  see  any  objec- 
tion to  giving  them  the  franchise.    However^ 
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the  Bill  could  be  easily  amended,  bo  far  as  the 
Middle  Island  was  concerned ;  and  they  could 
also  pick  out  all  the  towns  in  the  North 
Island.  Perhaps  that  would  be  the  best  way 
to  pass  the  Bill.  There  were  only  about  one 
thousand  altogether  now  of  both  the  civil  force 
and  the  field  force.  The  latter  numbered  be- 
tween four  and  five  hundred.  The  railway 
employes  numbered  four  thousand,  and  he  did 
not  see  why  the  police  should  not  have  the  same 
right  to  vote.  He  found  that  this  question 
was  also  being  agitated  in  England.  He  read 
an  account  the  other  day  of  a  picnic  held 
by  all  the  policemen  in  one  district  in  Eng- 
land;  and.  one  grievance  discussed  there  was 
that  they  had  not  the  franchise,  and  they 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  franchise  would  be 
granted  to  them.  Although  several  disap- 
proved of  it,  the  general  feeling  was  that  they 
fihould  have  the  franchise.  If  the  honourable 
member  got  his  Bill  read  a  second  time,  no 
doubt  he  would  be  satisfied  with  having  the 
principle  affirmed  this  session. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
measure  had  met  with  general  approval,  and 
he  felt  certain  that,  before  this  Parliament  ex- 
pired at  any  rate,  they  would  gjive  those  citi- 
zens the  right  they  had  been  as^g  for. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  24th  October,  1884. 


First  Beadlngs— Second  Readings— Third  Beadings^ 
Cock-fighting  near  Greymouth — Local  Bills  in- 
troduced by  Government— South  Island  Native 
Beserves— Workmen's  Wages  Bill— West  Har- 
bour Borough  Empowering  Bill— Waikato  Con- 
fiscated Lands  Bill— East  and  West  Coast  (Middle 
Island)  and  Nelson  Ball  way  Bill— Trustees  and 
Executors'  Companies  Shareholders  Liability 
Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Speaesb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
School    Committees    Election    Bill,    False 
Notice  of   Birth,  Marriage,  and  Death   Bill, 
Printers   and   Newspapers    Registration   Bill, 
Hokitika  Steam-Tug  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Fisheries  Conservation  BiU,  Supreme  Court 
Registrar  (Taranaki)  Empowering  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Gisbome  Harbour  Bill,  Employment  of  Fe- 
males Bill,  City  of  Dunedin  Leasing  Powers 
Bill,  CodUn  Moth  Bill. 

COCK-FIGHTING  NEAR  GREYMOUTH. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
promised  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  the  other  day 
to  institute  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  alleged 
cock-fighting  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle 
Island,  and  had  now  to  inform  him  that  he 
Mr,  Stout 


had  received  the  following  report  from  Colonel 
Reader : — 

"  A  repprt  has  been  received  from  the  In- 
spector at  Greymouth  to  say  he  has  laid  infor- 
mations against  twelve  persons  for  recent 
cock-fighting  at  Marsden.  The  hearing  will  be 
on  the  4th  November,  and  he  expects  to  obtain 
convictions  against  them  all." 

LOCAL   BILLS   INTRODUCED  BY  od- 
VERNMENT. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  moved.  That 
the  following  resolution,  reported  from  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee,  be  agreed  to, 
namely :  "  That  local  Bills  introduced  as  mea- 
sures of  Government  policy  be  exempted  from 
the  necessity  of  previous  notification,  and  that 
such  Bills  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee 
after  the  second  reading." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  said  this  motion,  if 
carried,  would  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment, if  it  pleased,  to  bring  in  all  local 
Bills,  and  to  affect  seriously  the  position  of 
localities  and  the  interests  of  individuals,  with- 
out subjecting  them  to  the  previous  investiga- 
tion which  the  Council  had  always  exacted  in 
such  cases.  He  thought  it  might  act  very  un- 
justly to  localities,  and  therefore  hoped  the 
Council  would  not  agree  to  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  thought  the 
passing  of  this  motion  would  put  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  very  awkward  position.  On  a  former 
occasion,  when  Bills  of  a  much  more  local 
character  than  those  out  of  which  this«iotion 
arose  were  before  the  Coimcil,  it  was  said  that 
the  responsibility  of  the  Gk>vemment  was  quite 
sufficient  to  allow  the  Bills  to  be  exempted 
from  the  necessity  of  being  referred  to  the 
Local  Bills  Committee.  There  was  the  same 
responsibility  in  regard  to  these  Bills,  and  he 
thought  the  mere  fact  of  local  Bills  being  made 
Government  Bills  ought  to  satisfy  the  Council 
on  all  occasions.  He  would  therefore  move,  as 
an  amendment.  That  all  the  words  of  the  mo- 
tion after  the  word  *'  notification  "  be  struck 
out.  

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  thought  the 
words  "  introduced  as  measures  of  Government 
policy"  met  the  objection  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart. 
It  was  often  the  case  that  the  Government  were 
compelled  to  introduce  measures  overruling 
private  rights  for  the  general  good  of  the  coun- 
try, and  under  such  circumstances  he  did  not 
think  they  ought  to  be  compelled  to  observe  all 
the  preliminaries  which  were  necessary  in  the 
case  of  ordinary  local  Bills.  No  injury  could 
be  done  by  the  course  proposed,  for  he  was 
quite  sure  that  the  Legislature  would  not  al- 
low the  Government  to  overrule  private  rights 
without  providing  adequate  compensation.  As 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  he  (Sir  G.  S.  Whitmore)  conceived 
that  the  words  he  proposed  to  omit  were  added 
a  good  deal  as  a  consequence  of  a  prece- 
dent in  another  place.  A  Committee  of  the 
Council  had  reported  that  two  Harbour  Bills 
now  before  the  Council  were  local  Bills;  but 
in  another  place  those  Bills  had  first  been  ex- 
empted from  the  necessity  of  being  treated  as 
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local  Bills,  and  then  referred  to  a  Select  Com- 
mittee. To  pass  this  Standing  Order  would 
always  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  nominate  its  own  Committee,  and  to 
have  in  it  the  influence  which  the  Government 
should  properly  possess.  He  therefore  did  not 
think  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  need 
•object  to  it.  Of  course,  if  the  motion  were 
not  carried,  it  would  be  always  in  the  power 
^f  any  honourable  gentleman  to  move  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to  con- 
sider any  measure,  and  if  such  a  Committee 
were  appointed  the  Government  would  not 
necessarily  have  so  much  influence  on  it  as  it 
might  have  on  a  Committee  of  its  own  nomina- 
tion ;  and,  even  if  the  Committee  were  ap- 
pointed by  ballot,  it  would  be  exceedingly 
improbable  that  the  Government  would  have 
as  much  influence  on  the  Committee  as  it 
might  have  if  the  nomination  were  conferred 
^n  the  Government  by  a  Standing  Order.  The 
motion  took  nothing  from  the  Council,  which, 
•of  course,  could  always  constitute  a  Committee 
as  it  pleased ;  but,  as  the  motion  was  in  favour 
of  the  Government — and  therefore  of  succeed- 
ing Governments — ^he,  in  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  place,  would  accept  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  the  Local  Bills 
Committee  had  reported  that  these  two  Harbour 
Bills  were  local  Bills,  and  that  the  Standing 
Orders  had .  not  been  complied  with.  There- 
fore, if  this  motion  were  not  carried,  would  not 
the  Standing  Orders  have  to  be  suspended,  to 
allow  those  Bills  to  proceed  ? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  that  was  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  the 
amendment  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
ifould  not  effect  the  object  he  desired.  The 
honourable  gentleman  said  the.  necessity  of 
referring  local  Bills  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  Local  Bills  Committee  should  bo 
dispensed  with.  But,  if  the  motion  as  pro- 
posed to  be  amended  were  carried,  the  neces- 
sity would  still  remain,  though  the  necessity 
for  previous  notification  would  be  dispensed 
with.  If  his  honourable  friend  preferred  the 
ordeal  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee  to  the 
ordeal  of  the  Select  Committee,  he  (]Mr.  Water- 
house)  would  have  no  difficulty  in  voting  with 
him;  but  he  wished  to  point  cut  that  the 
amendment  would  defeat  the  object  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  in  view. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  new  Standing  Order  imposed 
restraints  on  the  Government  where  they  had 
been  formerly  unrestrained  to  a  considerable 
extent.  The  necessity  for  it  had  arisen  from 
the  abuse  —  he  was  obliged  to  use  plain  lan- 
guage— of  a  power  given  Uie  Government.  He 
did  not  say  that  &is  Government  had  been 
guilty  of  any  deviation  from  propriety  in  this 
matter,  but  he  knew  that  a  former  Government 
was  very  subject  to  irregularities  of  the  kind 
in  introducing  local  Bills,  unconsciously  per- 
haps, through  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  their 
friends.  And  he  had  himself  felt  that  the 
privilege  of  the  Goverument  in  that  Council 
was  being,  on  many  occasions,  abused.  It 
might  be  that  a  middle  course  would  meet  all 


the  difficulties  in  this  matter — if,  instead  of  it 
being  made  obligatory  to  refer  all  these  Bills 
to  a  Select  Committee,  it  were  made  permissive 
to  do  so,  allowing  any  honourable  member  to 
move,  if  it  appeared  to  him  desirable,  that  a 
Government  Bill  of  the  character  of  a  local 
Bill  should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 
That  would  be  effected  by  simply  saying, 
"  that  such  Bills  may  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  after  the  second  reading."  He 
threw  out  that  suggestion  to  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  as  a  middle  way  out  of  the 
difficulty. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTEL L  could  not  see 
what  objection  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
could  have  to  this  proposal.  It  appeared  to 
have  been  framed  with  the  simple  desire  of 
facilitating  the  progress  of  Government  mea- 
sures of  this  description  through  the  Council. 
As  to  the  proposal  to  insist  upon  the  reference 
of  such  Bills  to  a  Select  Committee  after  the 
second  reading,  he  might  remind  honourable 
members  that,  until  within  the  last  few  years 
— since  habits  of  indolence  or  negligence  had 
crept  up  among  them— nearly  every  Bill  had 
been  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  many 
Bills  to  two  Committees  successively ;  and  he 
thought  that  their  legislation  had  not  been 
generally  improved  by  a  departure  from  the 
previous  practice.  Ho  thought  the  operation 
of  this  proposal  would  facilitate  the  pa^a^e  of 
these  Bills  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  Go- 
vernment would  naturally  nominate  the  Select 
Committee,  and  the  Council  would — except  in 
extreme  cases,  which  he  would  not  suppose 
likely — accept  the  nominations  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  would  greatly  facilitate  the  con- 
sideration of  Bills  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  because  a  greater  number  of  honour- 
able members  would  have  an  intimate  know- 
lodge  of  their  provisions  than  would  otherwise 
be  the  case.  As  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Hon. 
Dr.  Pollen,  it  was  now  in  the  power  of  the 
Council  to  refer  any  Bill  it  chose  to  a  Select 
Committee.  He  hoped  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  would  see  his  way  to  accept  this  pro- 
posed Standing  Order,  which  he  was  sure  was 
framed  with  the  very  best  intention  to  facili- 
tate the  passing  of  public  business. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  thought  the  better 
way  to  meet  the  difficulty  would  be  by  saying 
that  local  Bills  introduced  by  the  Government 
should  not  be  referred  to  the  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee, leaving  the  Council  to  send  them  to  a 
Select  Committee  if  it  chose.  He  rose,  how- 
ever, to  reply  to  a  remark  made  by  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  who  had  brought  a  charge  against  the 
late  Government  in  reference  to  its  treatment 
of  local  Bills.  The  Government  could  only 
have  taken  charge  of  local  Bills  which  were 
part  of  its  policy,  and  in  the  public  interest. 
Ho  did  not  call  to  mind  a  single  instance 
during  the  time  he  occupied  tho  bench  oppo- 
site in  which  it  had  been  otherwise,  and  he 
should  like  to  hoar  an  instance  from  his  honour- 
able friend  Dr.  Pollen  of  the  cases  to  which  he 
had  alluded. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  was  stating 
his  general  recollection,  and  hsbd  qualifled  it  in 
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reference  to  his  honourable  friend  opposite  by 
Bajring  the  Government  had  fallen  into  the 
error  unconsciously  sometimes. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  it  was  so  un- 
consciously that  no  one  had  ever  become  con- 
Boious  of  it,  to  his  knowledge. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  be  retained." 


Ayes,  14. 

Brandon 

McLean 

Waterhouse 

Grace 

Peter 

Whitmore 

Hart 

Pollen 

Wigley 
C.Wilson. 

Johnson,  G. 

R.  Richmond,  J. 

Mantell 

Scotland 
Nobs,  17. 

Acland 

Dignan 

OUver 

Baillie 

Fraser 

Peacock 

Barnicoat 

Kohere 

Pharazyn 

Brett 

Lahmann 

Reeves 

Buckley,  P. 

A.  Miller 

Reynolds. 

Campbell 

Ngatata 

Majority  against,  8. 

Words  struck  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That 
the  following  wor^s  be  added  to  the  motion 
as  amended :  "  and  of  reference  to  Local  Bills 
Coiomittees." 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

SOUTH  ISLAND  NATIVE  RESERVES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  moved,  That  there 
be  laid  upon  the  table  a  list  of  all  Crown  grants 
issued  under  the  8rd  clause  of  "The  Soul^ 
Island  Native  Reserves  Act,  1883."  It  was 
only  necessary,  in  moving  this  resolution,  to  say 
that  a  certain  Bill  was  passed  last  year,  under 
whieh  the  Natives  had  handed  over  their  re- 
serves to  the  Governor  with  a  view  of  getting 
Crown  grants ;  and  they  had  also  consented  to 
certain  concessions  in  order  to  get  the  grants. 
He  now  desired,  with  a  view  to  future  legida- 
tion,  to  know  distinctly  what  grants  had  been 
issued  under  this  Act. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WORKMEN'S  WAGES  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  18. — No  payment  in  advance  to  be 
made  for  work  under  construction. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  moved,  That  the 
clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "That 
the  f  lause  proposed  to  be  struck  out  remain 
a  clause  of  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  21. 

Acland 

Fraser 

Pharazyn 

Barnicoat 

Hart 

Reeves 

Brett 

Johnston,  J. 

Reynolds 

Buckley,  P.  A. 

Miller 

Richmond,J.C 

Campbell 

Ngatata 

Waterhouse 

Chamberlin 

Nurse 

Whitmore 

Dignan 

Peacock 
Noes,  12. 

WUson. 

Brandon 

Henderson 

Kohere 

Grace 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Mantell 

H<m.  Dr.  Pollen 

McLean  Peter  Scotland 

Oliver  Pollen  Wigley. 

Majority  for,  9. 

Clause  retained. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

WEST  HARBOUR  BOROUGH  EMPOWER- 
ING BILL. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  to 
enable  the  borough  to  borrow  £1,050  ITs.  6d. 
to  pay  a  debt  owing  to  the  Waikouaiti  County 
Council,  which  sum  included  £230  8s.  which 
had  accrued  by  way  of  interest.  Doubts  had 
arisen  as  to  whether  the  Borough  Council  could 
raise  a  loan  in  discharge  of  this  debt,  and 
such  doubts  could  not  be  set  at  rest,  owing  to 
the  account-books  having  been  wilfully  burned 
by  the  late  Town  Clerk,  for  which  he  had  been 
sent  to  gaol;  and  the  Borough  Council  now 
came  to  Parliament  to  ask  for  power  to  bonow 
the  money. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said,  in 
regard  to  our  capacity  for  borrowing,  he  was 
very  much  reminded  of  the  elephant's  trunk, 
which  could  pick  up  a  needle  or  grasp  a  can- 
non. It  appeared  that  no  sum  was  too  huge 
or  too  small  to  borrow  :  they  borrowed  with 
alacrity  £3,000,000  or  £1,050  17s.  6d.,  down  to 
the  sixpeuce.  Surely  a  Corporation  could  lery 
a  rate  to  pay  oQ  that  sum  without  coming  for 
a  loan-empowering  Bill.  However,  he  did  not 
intend  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the 
measure. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WAIKATO  CONFISCATED  LANDS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its  object 
was  to  extend  the  time  within  which  certain 
Natives  who  were  once  in  rebellion  against 
the  Crown  might  return  to  the  settlements 
made  for  them  imder  an  Act  peissed  in  1880. 
An  Act  was  passed  in  1882  extending  for  two 
years  the  time  during  which  they  could  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  Act  of  1880.  But  objections  and 
difficulties  had,  it  appeared,  arisen  on  the  part 
of  the  Natives  to  return  to  this  district,  and 
this  Bill  was  simply  to  further  extend  the  time 
within  which  the  Natives  might,  as  it  was 
hoped  they  would,  take  up  their  abode  in  the 
settlement  set  apart  for  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  asked  if 
there  was  any  expectation  of  the  Natives  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  Bill.  It  would  be  some 
satisfaction  to  know  the  measure  was  likely  to 
be  operative. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  there 
wap  a  hope  that  the  Natives  would  avail  them- 
selves of  the  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

EAST  AND  WEST  COAST  (MIDDLE 
ISLAND)  AND  NELSON  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

adjourned  debate. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN If  I  had  some 

hesitation  in  making  up  my  mind  as  to  the 
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course  I  should  pursue  in  regard  to  a  Bill  be- 
fore us  a  few  days  ago — the  District  Railways 
Bill — I  shall  have  no  hesitation  in  making  up 
my  mind  as  to  the  course  I  shall  pursue  on  this, 
occasion.  Sir,  I  did  all  I  could  to  prevent  the 
Railways  Construction  and  Land  Act  from  be- 
coming law,  and  I  look  upon  this  as  about  an 
equally  mischievous  measure,  which  should  not 
find  its  way  on  to  the  Statute  Book.  I  can 
easily  understand  that  this  Bill  was  conceived 
in  the  manner  that  the  District  Railways  Act 
was  conceived,  with  the  best  intention  of  satis- 
fying the  craving  for  railways  in  the  different 
districts  which  is  now  claiming  to  be  grati- 
fied ;  and  I  remember  that,  when  by  the  Dis- 
trict Railways  Act  it  was  endeavoured  to  pro- 
Sund  a  system  for  that  purpose,  it  was  thought 
:ely  to  largely  benefit  the  colony  and  fulfil 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  I  do 
not  at  aJl  seek  to  evade  the  responsibility  I  had 
in  the  preparation  of  that  measure.  At  tliat 
time  the  colony  had  over-borrowed,  its  credit 
had  been  going  down,  and  it  was  impossible  for 
us  to  go  into  the  London  money-market  for 
money,  and  it  was  an  absolute  necessity  that 
we  should  find  some  way  of  getting  the  rail- 
ways so  urgently  asked  for  by  other  means 
than  by  the  colony  borrowmg  to  make  them. 
And  how  sadly  disappointed  are  the  promoters 
of  that  measure  to- day,  when  we  can  see  its 
effects  and  the  difficulties  which  have  been 
caused  by  it  1  How  different  are  the  proposals 
that  have  been  made  to  us  now  by  the  Bills 
that  have  been  put  before  the  Council  1  When 
the  effects  of  the  District  Railways  Act  have 
been  so  bad  that  it  is  proposed  to  end  its  opera- 
tion, and  to  buy  up  the  lines  made  under  it, 
I  think  it  would  be  folly  on  our  part  to  try  a 
repetition  of  that  bad  policy,  as  it  is  now  pro- 
posed we  should  do.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  the  same  difficulties  will  arise  under  the 
Railways  Construction  Aet ;  and,  taking  only 
one  instance  under  it,  the  railway  from.  Wel- 
lington to  Palmerston,  the  time  will  come  when 
it  wiU  be  a  question  of  the  colony  buying  that 
railway.  That  will  occur  after  large  commis- 
sions have  been  paid  for  fioating  the  railway, 
and  after  5  or  6  per  cent,  of  interest  has  been 
paid  on  the  money  spent  on  it,  while  the  colony 
could  have  raised  it  at  4  per  cent.  All  that  the 
colony  will  have  to  pay  for ;  and  it  will  have 
to  buy  that  railway,  because  it  is  a  portion  of 
a  main  arterial  line.  So  it  must  be  with  any 
railways  joining  on  the  Government  railways. 
They  must  become  sources  of  difficulty.  Now, 
as  to  the  question  before  us,  I  will  consider, 
first,  what  has  led  to  the  asking  for  this  rail- 
way, will  it  pay,  and  can  the  colony  afford  at 
the  present  moment  to  construct  it?  Now, 
we  know  that  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of 
agitation  to  get  this  railway,  and  that  much 
of  it  has  been  founded  not  on  the  consideration 
as  to  whether  the  railway  will  pay  so  much 
as  on  the  fact  that  it  would  mean  spending 
money  in  the  district.  That  is  nearly  always 
the  case.  Whenever  a  loan  is  to  be  raised,  the 
question  in  the  different  districts  is  not  as  to 
the  value  of  the  works  proposed  to  bo  con- 
Btracted,  but  how  much  shall  be  spent  in  the 
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district,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly.  It  will 
become  a  question  for  the  colony  to  examine 
how  much  of  these  non-paying  railways  it  will 
have  to  tax  the  people  of  the  country  for. 
Now,  we  know  that  the  question  of  this  rail- 
way has  been  examined  by  different  people. 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Christchurch 
appointed  men  whom  they  thoroughly  believed 
in  to  examine  it,  and  when  they  came  back 
with  their  report  they  stated  that  this  was  not 
a  line  that  would  pay  any  private  people  to 
construct,  and  that  the  Government  ought  to 
do  it.  That  was  a  very  good  reason,  as  honour- 
able members  will  imagine.  Well,  then,  we 
know  that  Ministers  themselves,  and  Parlia- 
ment, had  stated  before  that  this  is  not  a  line 
which  the  colony  should  construct,  but  a  lino 
which  should  bo  given  to  some  syndicate  to 
construct.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe 
that  the  colony  is  not  in  a  position  to  construct 
those  lines  that  it  is  necessary  to  construct 
at  the  present  moment,  and  that  we  have  no 
choice  but  to  hand  the  making  of  necessary 
railways  over  to  syndicates.  Let  us  see  what  is 
a  syndicate.  A  syndicate  is  a  number  of  men 
who  club  together  in  order  to  enrich  them- 
selves at  the  expense  of  the  many.  That  is  the 
proper  interpretation  to  put  on  tho  term  "  syn- 
dicate." I  have  heard  honourable  members  in 
this  Council  and  in  the  other  House  say  that 
the  land  is  so  poor  that  there  is  no  fear  that 
the  line  will  be  taken  up  by  any  syndicate  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  this  Bill ;  but  I  do  not 
agree  with  that.  There  is  a  possibility  of  mis- 
guiding people,  and  getting  them  to  subscribe 
for  schemes  they  know  nothing  about,  merely 
depending  on  the  names  of  thoso  who  propose 
them.  A  syndicate  would  issue  a  prospectus 
in  London,  and  you  may  rest  assured  Jbhat 
they  will  not  put  in  it  extracts  from  the 
speeches  of  those  honourable  members  who 
say  tho  land  is  no  good,  that  it  is  mountain- 
tops,  and  not  worth  anything.  They  will  take 
the  speeches  of  the  honourable  members  of  this 
Council  and  of  the  House  who  say  that  it  is 
going  to  be  a  very  paying  concern — some  of 
our  Canterbury  friends,  for  instance  —  and 
they  wiU  make  out  that  it  is  a  land  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey ;  not  the  tops  of  useless 
mountains,  but 

The  Hon.  Mr.  AHLLER.— A  dead  level. 

Tho  Hon.JMr.  McLEAN. — Yes  ;  a  dead  level, 
capable  of  carrj^ing  millions  of  sheep.  A  pro- 
spectus will  be  issued  in  that  way,  and  the  un- 
wary token  in :  that  is  the  procedure  resorted 
to  by  a  syndicate.  Before  I  proceed  further, 
let  me  say  this :  I  was  in  London  when  the 
prospectus  for  the  Wellington-^Ianawatu  Rail- 
way Company  was  issued,  and  I  was  perse- 
cuted by  different  classes  of  people  to  give  my 
opinion  as  to  the  paying  capabilities  of  that 
railway,  and  it  was  very  diflScult  to  answer 
them,  seeing  that  I  was  not  altogether  well 
up  as  to  what  tho  prospects  of  it  were,  though 
I  have  since  been  able  to  examine  them  more. 
I  felt  I  was  in  a  difficulty,  because  I  was  not 
able  to  give  a  candid  opinion.  I  did  not  want 
to  offer  any  opposition  to  the  people  subscrib- 
ing money  for  the  work,  when  I  knew  that  the 
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Government  must  take  it  over  at  some  time  or 
other ;  and  I  gave  my  opinion  that,  as  it  was  a 
portion  of  a  main  arterial  line,  ultimately  the 
Government  must  take  it,  and  that,  whether 
they  secured  interest  in  the  meantime  or  not, 
by-and-by  it  would  be  taken  from  them  by  the 
Government,  and  that  it  depended  on  how  the 
concessions  turned  out  whether  they  would 
make  a  profit  or  not.  I  gave  my  answer  as 
well  as  I  could  without  throwing  any  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  their  subscribing  the  money  to 
make  the  line;  for  I  believe  that  ultimately 
they  will  get  their  money  back,  and  interest 
with  it.  The  people  who  subscribe  to  these 
things  are  not  people  who  are  able  to  look  after 
themselves;  they  are  generally  guided  by  the 
names  on  the  prospectus,  and  are  mostly  people 
with  small  incomes,  such  as  clergymen,  and 
people  who  subscribe  because  they  think  they 
are  going  to  get  8  per  cent,  or  some  high 
rate  of  interest,  and  who  therefore  look  upon 
Kew  Zealand  as  a  very  fine  case  indeed.  Now, 
seeing  that  the  colony  is  in  such  a  position 
that,  if  it  is  necessary  to  make  the  railway,  we 
could  borrow  the  money  and  make  it  ourselves, 
where  is  the  necessity,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
morality,  of  this  Legislature  allowing  it  to  be 
made  in  the  manner  proposed,  when  we  know 
that  even  those  who  are  most  interested  in 
getting  this  railway  made  believe  that  it  will 
not  pay,  and  that  it  is  a  few  years  before  its 
time  ?  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that 
this  railway  will  not  be  made.  I  believe  a  time 
will  come  when  it  will  bo  made ;  but  that  time 
is  not  yet.  But  circumstances  may  lead  to 
it  much  quicker  than  we  now  think.  Great 
mineral  diiscoveries  may  be  made,  and  possibly 
a  time  may  come  round  when  we  may  be  ad- 
vocating this  railway  much  sooner  than  we 
imagine  now.  Now  as  to  the  question  as  to 
how  this  railway  will  pay.  Tne  Hon.  Mr. 
Beeves  has  compared  it  with  the  cutting  of 
the  tunnel  at  Lyttelton,  and  has  said  that  the 
results  are  likely  to  be  similar.  That  has  been 
well  answered  by  another  honourable  member, 
who  pointed  out  that  that  tunnel  was  made 
to  open  on  to  the  whole  of  Canterbury,  a  vast 
area  of  rich  plsuns.  There  is  no  comparison 
whatever  between  that  and  this  case.  Then, 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Beeves  compared 
this  railway  with  that  from  Christchurch  to 
Dunedin.  Well,  Sir,  where  is  the  compari- 
son? That  line  runs  through  a  country  the 
whole  of  which  is  largely  inhabited,  and  there 
are  a  nulnber  of  tovms  on  the  way — a  line 
which  might  be  naturally  expected  to  pay  as 
soon  as  it  was  made.  There  is  nothing  of  that 
in  this  case.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Beeves  must  have 
had  great  difficulty  in  finding  arguments,  when 
ho  used  such  an  illustration  as  that.  This  line 
will  run  for  many  miles  through  hills  where 
even  those  who  are  most  eager  for  the  railway 
say  people  cannot  settle,  and  therefore  all 
the  traffic  there  can  be  will  be  between  the 
two  ends.  As  to  that  traffic,  a  number  of 
people  have  said  a  good  deal  as  to  a  largo  coal 
traffic  by  this  railway,  and  others  have  said 
that  it  will  not  be  able  to  compete  in  cost  with 
sja-carriagc.  Well,  I  myself — and  I  have  had 
Hon.  Mr,  McLean 


some  experience — do  not  believe  in  the  state- 
ment that  you  are  going  to  get  coal  by  scia 
from  the  West  Coast  to  Lyttelton  for  8s.  a  too. 
I  do  not  believe  that  will  pay,  because  the 
labour  on  it  will  be  considerable.  No  donbt 
there  will  be  a  large  decrease  on  the  present 
cost,  which  is  lis.  a  ton,  because  the  bars  are 
now  in  such  a  state  that  only  small  cargoes 
can  be  got  out ;  but  by-and-by  we  may  ex- 
pect to  be  able  to  get  out  larger  cargoes,  and 
then  it  may  be  brought  to  Lyttelton  for  7s.  6d. 
a  ton.  That  is  a  lower  rate  than  coal  could  bB 
carried  by  the  railway  for,  because  it  would 
have  to  be  dragged  up  nearly  8,000ft.,  and 
for  seventeen  miles  there  is  a  gradient  of 
1  in  50.  Of  course  haulage  up  1  in  50  for  a 
short  distance  would  not  much  matter,  bnt 
such  a  steep  gradient  and  sharp  curves  for 
seventeen  miles  would  be  a  great  strain  on 
the  engines.  Only  small  loads  could  be  drawn, 
and  the  cost  of  haulage  would  be  veiy  con- 
siderable. Then,  as  to  the  traffic  from  Can- 
terbury to  the  West  Coast.  Produce  cargo 
is  the  back  loading  of  the  colliers  now,  and 
it  is  not  a  question  of  how  much  they  can 
charge,  but  how  much  they  can  get.  They 
must  take  what  they  can  get,  and  they  can- 
not fix  their  own  rate  of  freight.  Therefore, 
with  low  rates  of  sea  freight,  and  especially  if 
you  make  these  proposed  harbours,  there  will 
be  very  little  traffic  for  your  railway.  Then,  I 
come  to  this  point :  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands 
that  this  railway  will  not  pay  its  working  ex- 
penses— at  sJl  events  not  more.  Well,  now,  let 
us  see  how  many  of  these  lines  the  colony  can 
afford  to  make  which  will  not  return  more 
than  working  expenses,  and  how  much  it  will 
afiect  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony.  This  rail- 
way, assuredly  every  one  will  confess,  will  not 
do  more  than  pay  working  expenses.  With 
regard  also  to  the  northern  trunk  line,  which  is 
at  present  about  to  be  constructed,  the  same 
opinion  has  been  expressed;  and  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  disputed  by  any  one  that  that 
line  will  not  do  more  than  pay  working  ex- 
penses for  a  considerable  time  to  come.  Bat 
that  line  goes  through  Native  country,  and 
every  one  concedes  that  it  is  right  to  make 
it.  I  am  not  saying  anything  at  all  against 
the  making  of  that  line  in  my  present  re- 
marks. Well,  there  will  be  the  interest  on 
that,  too,  to  be  paid  by  the  taxpayer.  There 
will  be  interest,  also,  for  the  Otago  Central 
line,  which — although. no  doubt  considerable 
w^ork  has  been  done  on  it,  and  it  ought  to  be 
continued — there  is  no  denying  the  fact,  will 
not  pay  anything  over  working  expenses  for 
some  time.  We  may  take  it,  then,  that  there 
are  three  other  large  outlays  going  on  for 
undertakings  that  will  not  pay  anything  over 
working  expenses.  There  are  also  a  number  of 
branch  lines  that  must  be  taken  into  account— 
those  constructed  under  the  District  Bfulways 
Act,  which »  I  suppose,  will  have  to  be  taken 
over.  It  is  shown  that  they  cannot  pay  much 
over  working  expenses,  and  of  course  what  does 
not  pay  all  comes  back  to  the  taxpayer  of  the 
colony.  Then,  how  much  increase  of  taxation 
can  the  people  of  this  colony  bear — not  only 
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those  becefitdsg  by  the  construction  of  the 
railways,  but  the  rest  of  the  colony,  gettmg  no 
benefit  from  the  construction  ?  Therefore  it  is 
unwise  to  proceed  with  the  execution  of  this 
wozk  before  the  others  are  gone  on  with  which 
require  a  certain  amount  of  completion  in 
order  that  they  may  give  some  return.  I,  for 
one,  would  not  hesitate  to  go  on  with  the  rail- 
way, although  it  was  not  likely  to  pay  inmie- 
diately ;  but  there  must  be  some  limit  to  the 
extent  to  which  we  can  go  with  these  railways. 
Pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  in  connec- 
tion with  this  matter,  and  it  is  made  a  stand- 
ing menace  to  the  Government  that  they 
must  bring  in  this  Bill  and  make  this  railway 
or  they  will  lose  the  support  of  a  number  of 
members.  Well,  it  is  for  this  Council  to  make 
a  stand  against  all  this  log-rolling,  because, 
when  this  log-rolling  is  commenced,  it  is  easy 
to  see  that,  when  members  gather  together, 
they  will  keep  it  rolling  along  till  it  will  gather 
so  much  moss  that  it  will  involve  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  to  prevent  this  log-rolling  that 
this  House  is  here.  We  can  have  no  feelings 
affected  by  local  influence,  except  members 
who  come  from  the  district,  and  the  rest  of  us 
must  take  the  odium  on  ourselves  of  saving 
them  from  themselves.  It  is  only  natural 
that  they  should  be  influenced ;  we  do  not 
expect  people  coming  from  where  a  thing  is 
very  popular  to  resist  the  pressure  of  its  popu- 
larity; we  can  only  expect  that  they  should 
stand  np  as  advocates  for  it.  I  am  sorry  my 
hononraole  friend  Mr.  Beeves,  when  he  made 
his  first  speech  in  this  Council,  had  not  a 
better  cause,  because  I  must  give  him  credit 
for  making  a  very  fair  case  out  of  a  very  bad 
one.  It  has  been  said  that  this  Bill  is  a  harm- 
less Bill.  I  am  not  going  to  review  its  con- 
tents before  we  say  it  shall  go  to  a  second  read- 
ing ;  but  I  agree  with  those  who  have  reviewed 
the  contents  of  the  Bill  that  very  few  members 
of  this  Council  wiU  approve  of  its  5th  clause. 
If  it  is  true  that  the  Bill  is  simply  harmless, 
then  I  object  to  "humbug"  being  put  on  the 
Statute  Book ;  but  if  honourable  members  put 
4his  on  the  Statute  Book  they  will  find  it  will 
be  more  than  humbug,  because  we  all  know 
the  pressure  that  can  be  put  on  any  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  such  a  Bill.  We  know 
that,  if  people  get  up  a  feasible-looking  syndi- 
•cate,  pressure  will  be  brought  to  bear  on  the 
Government  to  make  them  yield,  and  terms 
not  in  accordance  with  the  Act  will  be  granted, 
and  an  agreement  entered  into  with  the  reser- 
vation that  that  agreement  shall  be  sanctioned 
by  Parliament.  Let  us  look  back  to  the  time 
of  the  Brogden  contracts.  An  agreement  was 
then  made,  and  pressure  was  brought  upon 
the  Legislature  to  ratify  that  agreement;  and, 
.although  there  was  no  legislative  authority  for 
it  to  the  extent  it  was  gone  into,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  give  the  Brogden  people  a  million 
of  money  in  contracts,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
local  contractors,  in  order  to  settle  the  difficulty. 
The  same  thing  would  very  likely  happen  in 
this  case.  I  heard  it  stated,  I  believe  by  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  that  this  railway 
^ould  be  made  by  a  foreign  company,  and  that 


the  pressure  would  not  be  the  same  from  such 
a  company  as  from  a  local  company.  Well,  I 
was  one  of  the  Committee  who  investigated  the 
Brogden  claims,  and  I  can  assure  honourable 
members  that  the  pressure  on  that  Committee 
was  very  great,  and  that  the  door  was  only 
closed  by  a  majority,  I  think,  of  one.  When 
people  enter  into  these  contracts  there  is  also 
the  Supreme  Court  to  be  resorted  to ;  and  what 
chance  has  the  Government  of  the  colony  in 
the  Supreme  Court  against  contractors  ?  One 
Goverimient  goes  out,  another  comes  in ;  that 
goes  out,  and  so  on;  the  engineers  are  scat- 
tered— they  are  away  or  dead — and  when  the 
action  comes  on  in  the  Supreme  Court  the 
colony  is  not  in  an  equal  position,  but  is  very 
heavily  handicapped  as  against  the  contrac- 
tor, and  will  probably  be  mulcted  in  heavy 
damages  as  the  result.  Those  who  remember 
the  pressure  from  the  Brogden  people  will  agree 
that  pressure  from  abroad  may  be  pretty  hard 
to  withstand.  Depend  upon  it,  if  this  contract 
is  gone  into  the  people  of  this  colony  will  be 
held  responsible.  I  believe  that  every  contract 
should  be  foxmded  on  the  principle  that  there 
should  be  an  advantage  on  both  sides,  and  that 
the  party  entering  into  the  contract  has  a 
right  to  make  something  out  of  it.  If  a  mer- 
chant sells  goods,  he  endeavours  to  sell  them  in 
the  best  market ;  but  the  distributor  who  buys 
from  the  merchant  will  have  to  make  a  profit, 
or  he  cajinot  live.  So  the  transactions  of  the 
colony  should  be  entered  into  upon  fair  prin- 
ciples, and  contractors  must  have  a  fair  return, 
for  the  risk  they  have  to  run.  The  district 
railways  have  been  referred  to ;  but  when  the 
question  of  the  district  railways  was  brought 
up  the  colony  was  in  a  very  different  position 
from  what  it  is  now  in:  one  loan  of  a  very 
large  amount  had  been  sacrificed,  there  was 
another  loan  going  at  a  sacrifice,  and  in  fact  a 
stoppage  was  put  to  our  borrowing.  But,  now 
that  money  is  lent  in  Engleuid  at  so  low  a  rate, 
the  circumstances  are  diflerent.  If  there  is 
a  necessity  for  the  construction  of  this  line  o£ 
railway,  why  should  the  colony  not  take  it  up 
itself  and  make  it,  if  the  pressure  for  it  is  so 
great  ?  I  would  twenty  times  sooner  vote  the 
money  for  the  work  than  vote  to  get  into  the 
position  that  this  Bill  would  really  put  us  in» 
After  you  have  given  all  this  leuoid — after  you 
have  given  50  per  cent,  of  the  land  at  £15,000 
per  nule  to  make  the  railway — depend  upon  it 
the  undertaking  will  come  back  to  the  colony, 
and  the  colony  will  have  to  take  it  over 
after  all.  People  will  have  to  pay  a  large  com- 
mission for  floating  this  company,  and  they 
will  have  to  pay  a  large  percentage  on  the 
debentures;  and,  as  against  that,  the  colony 
can  borrow  money  at  4  per  cent. :  so  that, 
if  there  is  a  determination  that  the  railway 
ought  to  be  gone  on  with,  it  should  be  gone  on 
with  by  the  colony,  and  not  by  any  syndicate 
whatever.  It  is  a  pity,  I  tliink,  that  we  have 
not  some  better  system  of  investigating  the 
railways  we  are  about  to  make  than  the  hap- 
hazard way  we  have  hitherto  adopted  of  enter- 
ing into  them.  W^iat  is  tho  course  in  England, 
where  it  is  not  the  Government  but  privata 
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companies  that  make  the  lines,  and  have  to 
apply  to  Parliament  for  a  Bill  before  entering 
upon  the  execution  of  the  work  ?  Thev  have 
to  face  a  Committee  properly  provided  with 
plans  and  everything  settled  to  a  nicety — every 
station  shown,  and  every  curve  of  the  line. 
All  tiie  minutest  particulars  the^  must  have 
prepared,  and  then  face  a  Committee  to  show 
the  bona  fides  of  their  undertaking.  What  has 
been  the  case  in  this  colony  ?  We  have  entered 
upon  the  construction  of  lines  of  railway  with- 
out consideration.  We  are  entering  upon  the 
construction  of  a  line  of  railway  in  the  North 
Island  at  the  present  moment  without  suffi- 
cient data — data  that  should  be  produced 
before  the  line  of  route  is  decided  upon.  Of 
course  I  admit  that,  where  there  is  no  dispute 
about  the  line,  it  should  be  immediately  pro- 
ceeded with;  but  where  there  is  difficulty  — 
such  as  we  have  in  connection  with  many 
railways — great  consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  matter.  I  have  only  to  refer  to  the 
main  line  of  railway  near  Dunedin  to  show 
that.  The  railway  there  went  through  thick 
bush,  near  a  small  place  I  have ;  and,  at  the 
time,  they  were  filling  in  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  tons  of  earth  in  a  gully,  while  a 
hundred  yards  farther  up  they  could  have  got 
a  straight  line  which  required  no  filling.  And 
what  is  the  cause  of  this  great  hurry  for  going 
on  with  the  work  ?  We  are  told  that  it  is  to 
be  hurried  on  to  find  work  for  the  imemployed. 
I  think  plenty  of  work  could  be  found  for  the 
unemployed  by  pushing  on  those  lines  which 
are  partly  constructed  or  ready  for  contract. 
If  you  go  on  quickly  with  them  you  will  find 
plenty  of  work  for  the  unemployed,  for  there 
are  plenty  of  lines,  on  which  a  great  deal  of 
money  has  been  spent,  that  will  pay  nothing 
until  they  are  pushed  on  to  completion.  As  far 
as  that  argument  gees,  of  finding  employment 
by  the  construction  of  this  line  for  men  out 
of  work,  there  is  nothing  in  it.  I  hope,  too, 
that,  long  before  you  get  this  line  under  way 
by  handing  it  over  to  a  syndicate.  New  Zealand 
will  be  in  such  a  position  that  the  working-men 
will  have  plenty  of  employment.  If  they  have 
to  wait  for  the  beginning  of  this  line,  certainly 
while  the  grass  is  growing  the  steed  will  be 
starving;  because  it  will  be  a  considerable 
time  before  they  get  under  way  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. Something  has  been  said  about 
pressure ;  but  I  do  not  care  for  any  pressure, 
from  whatever  source  it  may  come.  We  are 
here  to  do  our  duty  without  any  consideration 
of  pressure.  I  voted  for  the  last  Bill  because  I 
thought'it  would  take  the  country  out  of  a  dif- 
ficulty— and  I  believe  what  w€bs  proposed  will 
have  to  be  done  yet — and  I  am  not  going  to 
Tote  for  this  Bill,  because  I  believe  it  would 
put  the  country  in  a  worse  position  than  the 
one  we  were  asked  to  get  it  out  of.  We  have  a 
Tight  to  independence  of  action,  and  I  believe 
we  should  take  every  Bill  on  its  merits,  without 
any  consideration  of  party,  without  any  con- 
sideration of  what  the  result  may  be  or  what 
the  risk  may  bo  of  voting  for  it,  arid  either 
reject  it  or  accept  it  on  its  merits.  The  other 
day,  because  I  led  an  onslaught  on  ft  Bill,  one 
Hon.  Mr,  McLean 


honourable  gentleman  said,  *^  I  will  have  it  out 
of  you  when  your  Bill  comes  on."  Well,  I  did 
not  pay  any  attention  to  that ;  and  what  did  I 
find?  When  my  Bill  came  on  that  honour- 
able gentleman  was  one  of  its  greatest  advo- 
cates, for  all  his  banter.  A  man  may  feel  su. 
little  sore,  and  say  a  thing  he  does  not  mean ;. 
and,  though  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to  bring 
such  banter  into  the  Council,  I  believe  every 
member  will  exercise  his  vote  independently. 
When  I  first  entered  into  politics,  and  when  I 
had  done  all  I  could  to  defeat  what  I  thought- 
to  be  a  bad  mea.sure,  and  had  failed,  I  xH&i. 
to  go  home  and  fret  over  it  and  could  hardly 
sleep:  but  I  have  got  to  that  condition  now 
that  I  stand  up  and  declare  against  a  Bill,  if 
I  think  it  should  not  pass  ;  I  show  all  the  bad 
points  in  it,  I  bring  the  objections  to  it  before 
the  Council  as  well  as  my  small  abilities  will 
allow  me,  and,  having  done  thatj  I  consider  I 
have  done  my  duty.  I  record  my  vote,  and,  it 
the  Bill  is  carried  in  the  face  of  that,  the  coun- 
try will  not  sink  notwithstanding.  Howeyer^ 
Sir,  I  ask  honourable  members  to  think  well 
before  they  put  this  Bill  on  the  Statute  Book. 
However  harmless  it  may  be  supposing  nothing 
should  come  out  of  it,  it  is  mischievous  to  put  a- 
Bill  on  the  Statute  Book  of  no  meaning  and 
not  likely  to  be  carried  out.  No  doubt  we  can- 
not expect  the  Canterbury  members  to  vote 
against  this  Bill,  and  therefore  the  rest  of  us 
must  take  upon  ourselves  the  odium  of  resist- 
ing this  measure.  It  is  confessed  on  all  sides- 
that  this  line  will  not  pay.  The  principal 
members  of  the  Government  have  said  that  tho- 
line  will  not  pay — that  it  can  only  be  made  by 
a  syndicate ;  and  I  therefore  call  upon  this 
Council  to  reject  the  measure,  and  to  wait  for 
the  time  when  it  will  be  a  fair  proposal  to  bring, 
before  the  House  as  an  undertcUdng  for  the 
colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— Sir,  living  in 
the  place  which  is  particularly  interested  in 
this  contemplated  railway — a  railway  which » 
I  may  say,  is  of  almost  paramount  importance 
— I  hold  it  to  be  my  duty  to  say  a  few  words,, 
and  I  trust  that  the  Council  will  bear  with  me 
while  I  make  the  few  remarks  that  I  have  to 
ofier  regarding  this  Bill.  I  do  not  think  it 
can  be  denied  that  this  colony  stands  to  a 
certain  extent  pledged  to  this  very  work.  We 
need  only  go  back  as  far  as  1869-70,  when 
the  public  works  and  immigration  policy  was. 
initiated,  to  find  that  this  railway  to  connect 
the  east  and  west  coasts  of  the  Middle  Island 
formed  part  of  the  so-called  trunk  line  of  i^s 
colony.  And  we  find  now,  that,  on  a  considera- 
tion of  our  financial  position,  and  how  little 
we  can  afford  to  construct  this  railway  witii 
colonial  funds  —  I  say  we  find  now  that  the 
present  Government,  after  many  attempts  on 
the  part  of  former  Governments,  propose  a. 
measure  which  will  give  us  what  benefit,  we 
expect  from  this  line  without  involving  the- 
colony  in  any  responsibility  or  expense.  I 
know  very  well  that  the  opihion  of  a  great, 
number  of  members  is  an  opposite  one:  ther 
think  that,  by  carrying  out  the  work  proposed 
in  the  Bill  now  before  us,  the  colony  will,  to  a. 
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certain  extent,  put  itself  in  the  position  in 
which  it  finds  itself  in  regard  to  the  district 
zailways.  But  I  wish  to  remind  honourable 
members  that  the  circumstances  are  yery 
^ifierent.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  we  have 
to  deal  with  the  complaints  of  a  great  number 
of  taxpayers  of  this  colony,  and  of  the  imfor- 
innate  speculators  who  undertook  to  build  the 
district  railways,  this  Bill  contemplates  leay- 
ing  the  making  of  this  railway  to  a  foreign 
4)ompany  —  a  so-called  syndicate.  Of  course 
it  will  be  for  us  to  guard  ourselyes  against 
any  claim  which  may  originate  out  of  a  con- 
tract entered  into  by  the  Goyemment  with 
this  syndicate.  In  my  opinion  nothing  can  be 
-easier.  The  Bill  requires  some  alteration,  and 
perhaps  eyen  certain  clauses  might  be  adyan- 
tageously  struck  out  in  Committee,  in  order 
to  effect  this.  The  chief  objection  to  this 
Bill  has  been  raised  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller. 
He  lays  great  stress  upon  the  report  of  the 
Boyal  Commission,  and  he  has  fayoured  us 
wiUi  several  extracts  from  that  report.  But 
I  am  sure  of  one  thing,  and  that  is  that,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  observed,  like 
myself,  how  this  so-called  Boyal  Commission 
obtained  the  information  which  it  got,  and  the 
way  in  which  its  work  was  conducted — the 
carelessness  which  was  observed  and  the  hurry 
with  which  it  was  carried  out  —  he  would 
not  attach  so  rbuoh  importance  to  the  report. 
I  say  nothing  against  the  gentlemen  who  com- 

reed  the  Commission,  and  for  whom  personally 
have  a  very  great  regard ;  but  the  hurry  with 
which  they  endeavoured  to  conclude  their 
iabours  rendered  it  impossible  that  they  could 
judge  adequately  of  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, and  whether  or  not  this  railway  was  likely 
to  be  remunerative.  I  say  these  gentlemen  did 
not  use  the  proper  means  to  obtain  information 
of  this  character,  and  therefore  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
seen  as  much  of  that  as  I  haye  seen  by  personal 
observation,  he  would  not  place  so  much  faith 
in  their  report  as  he  does. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— How  about  the 
evidence  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— As  to  the  evi- 
idence,  that  is  just  the  thing  that  I  complain 
of.  It  w^as  taken  in  such  an  objectionable  way 
that  I  can  scarcely  describe  it.  It  is  true  that 
the  gentlemen  who  composed  the  Commission 
provided  themselves  with  suitable  clothing, 
and  I  dare  say  they  also  managed  to  kill  a  few 
horses,  and  had  to  undergo  great  hardships  in 
^travelling  through  the  country.  "  How  about 
the  evidence !  "  I  ask,  what  does  the  evidence 
really  amount  to  ?  There  is  an  old  saying  that 
doctors  differ ;  but,  if  there  is  one  profession  in 
which  its  members  differ,  it  is  the  engineering 
profession :  therefore  we  must  not  be  surprised 
at  the  difference  of  opinion  expressed  by  en- 
gineering authorities.  I  have  read  all  these 
reports,  being  greatly  interested,  and  I  found 
that  there  were  not  two  opinions  alike,  one 
party  contradicting  the  other  as  to  the  most 
suitable  route,  and  as  to  the  probable  cost  of 
the  line.  The  honourable  gentleman  went  into 
A  comparison  of  how  the  receipts  to  be  derived 


from  this  railway  in  carrying  coals  would  be 
nullified  by  the  accommodation  afforded  by 
making  suitable  harbours  on  the  West  Coast. 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  contradict  him  in  that 
respect.  He  leaves  out  of  sight  the  fact  that, 
although  the  railways  cannot  compete  with 
steam  colliers  in  carrying  coals  to  certain  har- 
bours, they  have  an  advantage  in  being  able  to 
deliver  coals  in  the  interior — in  towns,  for  in- 
stance. By  way  of  example,  I  may  point  out 
that,  if  the  steamers  carry  coal  round  to  Lyttel- 
ton,  considerable  expense  has  to  be  incurred  in 
forwarding  the  coal  from  there  up  to  Christ- 
church  and  further  on,  where  steamers  cannot 
get. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.  —  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  excuse  me,  I  referred  to 
that  particularly,  and  I  suggested  that  in  that 
respect  it  will  only  have  the  effect  of  competing- 
with  local  industries. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— I  do  not  know 
what  we  have  to  do  with  local  industries  already 
established ;  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  transport  of  coals  to  these  interior  places 
is  calculated  to  promote  these  local  industries, 
for  there  are  very  few  industries  in  which  coal 
does  not  form  a  very  important  article.  The 
Jionourable  gentleman  also  expressed  his  fear 
that  this  company  might  take  possession  of 
very  valuable  gold  fields.  Prom  that  I  can 
only  infer  that  my  honourable  friend  has  not 
taken  much  pains  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  clauses  of  the  Bill.  He  will  find  jihat 
the  gold  fields,  after  being  taken  possession 
of  by  this  syndicate,  will  still  bo  open  to  the 
miner,  without  any  compensation  for  the  value 
of  the  gold  fields  ;  and  he  will  find  also  that, 
according  to  the  Act  passed  a  few  years  ago, 
all  existing  gold  fields  are  excluded  from  the 
land  given  to  a  syndicate  for  making  railways. 
Therefore  his  remarks  on  this  head  are  without 
foundation.  I  am  only  sorry  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing the  speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves,  who  in 
eyery  respect  not  only  refuted  all  tiie  argu- 
ments advanced  by  the  honourable  gentleman, 
but  also  met  the  remarks,  in  regard  to  senti- 
mental matters,  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  who 
regretted  that  he  had  to  go  against  the  wishes 
of  his  friends  in  Canterbury.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  completely  answered  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Reeves,  in  a  very  able  speech.  Next 
we  come  to  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore.  His 
opinion,  I  will  confess  without  any  hesitation, 
on  this  Bill  coincides  with  mine  in  every  re- 
spect. He  states  that  it  is  for  the  persons 
who  offer  to  build  this  railway  and  take  a  cer- 
tain reward  in  land  to  look  out  whether  their 
bargain  is  a  good  one  or  not ;  and  I  do  trust 
that  honourable  gentlemen  will  look  at  the 
matter  in  a  businesslike  way.  What  have  we 
to  do?  Are  we  going  to  blind  this  so-called 
syndicate  by  a  statement  of  that  with  which  we 
are  not  even  ourselves  acquainted — that  is  to 
say,  as  to  the  real  state  of  the  country  and  the 
value  of  the  land?  It  is  all  very  well  to  go 
by  reports.  For  myself  I  may  say  that  I  have 
been  a  dozen  times  or  more  on  this  route,  and 
I  do  not  find  myself  able  to  say  how  much  good 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


54:     East  and  West  Coast  and      [COUNCIL.]    Nelson  Bailway  Bill.     [Oct.  2^ 


land  is  to  be  found  there  in  order  to  compen- 
sate the  promoters  of  this  railway ;  but  I  know, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  there  are  three  mil- 
lion acres  of  land  in  the  Province  of  V/estland, 
of  course  a  large  portion  of  it  a  great  distance 
from  the  railway.  The  land  contemplated  to 
be  given  under  this  fiill  will,  in  the  ordinary 
oourse  of  events,  remain  as  it  is  for  many  years 
to  come.  It  will  be  the  business  of  this  com- 
pany to  settle  the  land.  It  is  more  than  pos- 
sible that  rich  deposits  of  minerals  may  be 
discovered.  As  I  have  alrecbdy  stated,  gold- 
mining  is  altogether  out  of  the  question,  and, 
in  regard  to  other  minerals,  I  should  be  only 
too  glad  to  find  that  the  syndicate  will  get  a 
reward  by  finding  rich  deposits.  As  far  as  I 
know,  the  very  surveyors  and  engineers  who 
went  out  on  the  ranges  to  find  the  best  route 
for  this  railway  have  discovered  a  great  many 
places  where  ironstone  was  to  be  found  in  large 
quantities.  Now,  it  cannot  be  denied  that, 
where  ironstone  is  found,  and  where  coals  are 
so  convenient  as  they  are  all  over  the  West 
Ooast,  a  great  trade  will  spring  up  in  conse- 
quence. If  such  a  trade  springs  up,  and  if  the 
manufacture  of  iron  should  come  to  anything, 
it  will  give  work  to  a  great  number  of  people, 
and  will  effect  the  settlement  of  large  tracts 
of  land,  and  will  therefore  tend  to  the  benefit 
of  the  colony  at  large.  The  ifion.  Mr.  Oliver, 
who  spoke  on  this  question,  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  better  means  could  not  be  adopted 
to  make  this  railway,  which  has  been  promised 
for  a  long  time  by  various  Governments.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  very  well  that 
the  financial  position  of  the  colony  will  not 
allow  us  to  go  and  borrow  money  for  this  pur- 
pose. He  is  very  well  aware  of  that.  W^en 
Minister  for  Public  Works  he  put  off  the  just 
claims  of  many  districts  by  the  simple  method 
of  promising  them  to  "  keep  it  steadily  in 
view,"  and  he  must  know  by  this  time  that  his 
"  steadily  in  view  '*  policy  will  not  suffice  any 
longer.  One  thing  I  could  not  understand, 
and  that  was  the  admonition  he  gave  to  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  who  were  likely  to  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  said 
that  the  Council  would  get  a  very  bad  name  in 
London,  and  that  we  are  going  to  promote  an 
undertaking  which  would  not  be  in  keeping 
with  the  honourable  dealings  of  this  Council. 
I  am  somewhat  puzzled  about  that.  I  could 
understand  the  indignation  of  a  member  like 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Richmond,  but  not  of  a  member 
like  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver.  I  wondered  whether 
he  ever  heard  that  indignation  was  expressed 
all  over  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand  when  it 
became  known  that  the  railway  from  Dunedin 
to  Port  Chalmers  had  been  sold  to  the  then 
Government  at  an  enormous  price  far  beyond 
its  real  value,  and  whether  the  persons  dispos- 
ing of  the  railway  did  not  feel  that  they  had 
perhaps  got  the  best  of  the  colony  in  the  trans- 
action. No.  Although  it  was  stated  that  the 
company  had  got  the  best  of  the  Government, 
still  the  gentlemen  who  undertook  the  sale  of 
this  railway  were  praised  for  their  good  business 
qualities.  And  therefore,  if  we  offer  the  con- 
struction of  this  railway  to  a  syndicate,  and 
Hon,  Mr,  Lahmann 


offer  them  a  large  reward  in  land  for  mak- 
ing it,  giving  them  every  information  in  our 
power  and  concealing  nothing  from  them,  I 
do  not  see  how  our  dignity  would  suffer,  t^e- 
more  so  when  we  remember  that  this  very 
project  was  mooted  about  fifteen  years  ago^ 
and  has  been  before  the  capitalists  of  the 
Old  Country  ever  since.  Prom  time  to  time  it 
has  been  revived ;  but  still  it  has  always  been 
before  the  Home  public,  and  consequently  it. 
cannot  be  said  that  we  are  taking  advantage- 
of  them.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  has  on 
this,  as  on  many  other  occasions,  shown  him- 
self to  hold  statesmanlike  opinions.  What- 
does  he  say  ?  He  does  not  condemn  the  Bill 
as  a  whole,  but  he  proposes  to  make  amend- 
ments in  Committee — in  fact,  to  surround  this- 
Bill  with  such  conditions  as  to  preserve  the- 
colony  harmless ;  and  that  is,  in  my  opinion^ 
the  best  way  of  dealing  with  this  question ;  and 
I  hope  that  the  Council  will  follow  the  line  of 
action  adopted  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse. 
Let  us  see  whether  we  cajinot,  in  the  interests 
of  the  colony,  guard  ourselves  against  all  future- 
claims,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  if  we  set  our- 
selves to  work,  it  will  not  be  so  very  difficult  to 
do  so.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  has  announced 
his  intention  to  oppose  this  Bill,  and,  I  havo- 
no  doubt,  from  honest  convictions.  But  the- 
honourable  gentleman  made  a  slight  mistake 
in  reference  to  the  coal  transport.  Still,  I  am 
sure  that  in  what  he  stated  he  was  deceived 
himself.  I  can  understand  gentlemen  who* 
oppose  this  project  from  interested  motives^ 
but  I  cannot  understand  those  who  do  so- 
simply  from  a  party  spirit.  Then,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  McLean  has  given  us  a  statement  of  how 
small  and  large  swindles  are  conducted  in 
the  money-market  at  Home,  and  I  am  sure 
those  honourable  gentlemen  who  were  not 
aware  of  the  fact  must  be  thankful  for  tibe- 
information;  but  I  should  like  to  remind  the^ 
honourable  gentleman  that,  in  passing  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill — always  provided  that 
wo  shall  be  able  to  guard  ourselves  against  the 
raising  of  future  claims  by  the  members  of  the- 
proposed  syndicate — we  do  nothing  but  what  is. 
open,  and  simply  a  business  transaction.  We- 
cannot  expect  that  men  will  risk  their  money 
without  looking  forward  to  make  a  profit  of 
the  transaction;  and,  if  they  find  that  the- 
conditions  are  not  favourable  enough,  they  are^ 
not  likely  to  accept  the  offer,  and  therefore  we 
have  nothing  to  do  but  guard  ourselves  against 
the  future.  As  I  stated  before,  this  Bill  is^ 
not  in  the  least  similar  to  the  District  Railways 
Act  or  the  Railways  Construction  Act.  Here 
we  have  to  deal  with  a  foreign  company,  and 
the  claims  of  ratepayers  are  not  in  existence. 
And  a  foreign  company  will  not  find  sufficient 
support  in  this  Legislature  to  carry  through  a 
Bill  giving  them,  at  the  expense  of  the  colony,, 
large  sums  of  money.  I  am  not  the  least  afraid 
of  that.  And  why  should  we  not  enter  upon 
this  as  a  real  business  transaction  ?  We  conceal 
nothing,  but  like  an  honest  merchant  we  give- 
a  sample  and  say,  "  That  is  the  price,  and  you. 
may  accept  it  if  you  like,  or  leave  it  alone.**' 
We  cannot  do  any  more.    Therefore  I  hope  and. 
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tmst  the  Conncil  will  look  upon  the  matter  in 
the  same  way.  I  regret  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gham- 
berlin  is  not  in  his  place  for  me  to  tell  him  how 
Aorrj  I  felt  in  the  beginning  of  his  speech  last 
night,  for  I  thought  then  he  was  going  to  do  no 
less  than  move  a  motion  of  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Gktvemment ;  but  afterwards  I  was  very 
glad  to  find  that  better  sense  and  better  feeling 
prevskiled,  and  he  closed  his  speech  by  giving  us 
to  understajid  he  would  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  reserving  his  right  to  vote 
against  certain  clauses  in  Committee,  and 
against  the  Bill  on  the  third  reading.  I  think 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say.  Honourable  mem- 
bers are  anxious  to  have  the  debate  closed,  and, 
as  we  have  to  expect  a  long  explanatory  speech 
from  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  I  will 
now  close  my  remarks. 

^e  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— I  will  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Coimcil  at  any  length  in  endea- 
▼ooring  to  justify  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give. 
It  seems  to  me,  notwithstanding  all  that  has 
been  said  to  the  contrary,  that  the  responsi- 
bility rests  upon  this  Council  for  all  that  will 
be  done  in  pursueuice  of  this  Bill,  and  we  cannot 
dissever  the  action  of  this  Council  from  the 
action  of  the  Government  as  authorized  by  this 
Bill  if  passed,  and  the  action  of  the  syndicate 
who  will  deal  with  the  Government  upon  those 
persons  who  will  be  the  ultimate  contributors  to 
the  company  which  will  have  the  performance 
and  work  of  building  the  railway  which  we 
gire  them  the  power  to  do.  We  are  responsible 
for  it,  and  we  cannot  shelter  ourselves  from 
that  responsibility  by  sayiug  that  we  hold  out 
to  the  syndicate  a  certain  state  of  things,  and 
that,  if  they  choose,  to  accept  it,  it  is  a  matter 
of  business — that  we  are  merchants  on  the  one 
side  and  they  are  merchants  on  the  other.  We 
know  that  we  are  putting  in  their  hands  an 
Act  and  a  contract  on  which  they  will  issue 
&  prospectus  which  will  hold  out  a  brilliant 
prospect  to  people  in  London,  who,  being  un- 
able to  get  more  than  3  or  4  per  cent,  interest 
on  their  money  in  England,  will  jump  at  a 
chance  of  getting  5  or  6  per  cent,  for  it  in  the 
colony.  And  if  we  give  the  means  of  putting 
such  a  statement  and  such  a  brilliant  prospect 
before  them,  we  are  responsible  for  that  state- 
ment and  for  that  brilliant  prospect  being  held 
out.  Without  this  Act  it  could  not  be  done ; 
by  means  of  this  Act  it  is  done.  But  what  ore 
the  facts  before  us  ?  We  have  sent  experts  to 
examine  the  route.  We  have  their  report,  and, 
although  that  report  has  been  attempted  to  be 
discredited,  we  are  left  in  this  position :  Either 
it  is  true,  or  we  have  not  the  means  of  putting 
before  the  syndicate  or  before  the  people  whom 
they  represent  on  accurate  account  of  that 
with  which  we  have  to  deal.  We  are  blindly 
holding  out  an  inaccurate  statement  for  them 
to  act  upon,  or  it  is  an  accurate  statement,  by 
which  we  bind  ourselves  when  we  are  dealing 
with  them.  And  what  docs  that  statement 
Amount  to  ?  That  this  work  as  a  railway  carry- 
ing goods  and  passengers  will  not  pay  working 
expenses,  or  more  than  working  expenses,  for 
the  next  ten  years.  And  it  would  not  bo  incon- 
sistent in  the  least  with  that  report  if  in  effect 


it  were  found  that  the  returns  from  the  railway 
for  passengers  and  goods  would  not  pay  GO  per 
cent,  working  expenses  during  these  ten  years. 
We  have  no  prospect,  from  the  best  examina- 
tion we  have  been  able  to  make  of  the  subject 
by  experts,  that  the  people  who  put  their  money 
into  that  enterprise  will  receive  one  penny  from 
it  for  yeajrs.     Then,  what  is  the  bait  we  are 
to  put  out  to  induce  them  to  do  this  work  ?    We 
are  told  that  we  are  not  going  to  burden  the 
colony  by  this  Bill ;  but  we  are  going  to  give 
land  of  the  colony  to  the  value  of  £750,000  as  a 
means  of  paying  a  dividend  to  this  company  till 
they  find  that  the  work  they  have  performed  is 
utterly  unremunerative.    And  can  it  be  said 
that    this    Council,  or  the    Legislature  as  a 
whole,  which  authorizes  blindly — for  we  are 
doing  it  blindly — ^a  contract  which,  the  moment 
this  Bill  is  passed,  is  in  all  its  details  outside 
the  authority  of  Parliament  to  deal  with— can 
it  be  said  that  in  giving  the  enormous  power 
which  that  puts  into  the  hands  of  the  Exe- 
cutive to  deal  with  land  of  the  colony  worth 
£750,000j  by  a  contract  like  this,  we  are  doing 
our  duty  by  the  whole  of  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  ?    I  think  we  are  not  doing  so,  and  I 
think  that  to  hold  out  such  a  prospect  to  the 
persons  who  pay  their  money  in  London  is  to 
take  a  wrong  course.    I  am  not  now  speaking 
of  the  syndicate :  they  merely  go  between  the 
Government  and  the  people  who  actually  pay 
their  money,  and  they  will  make  their  profit, 
whether  the  people  who  pay  their  money  do 
so  or  not.    The  people  who  pay  their  money 
will  take  the  representations  of  the  syndicate, 
the  contract,  and  the  Act  of  this  Legislature, 
and  they  will  find  ib  difficult  to  believe  that  the 
Legislature  of  a  colony  which  has  kept  up  its 
credit  as  New  Zealand  has  done,  has  passed  an 
Act  which  has  practically  put  before  them  a 
scheme  from  which  they  will  never  receive  a 
penny  of  return  for  their  money,  except  what 
they  get  from  the  sale  of  the  waste  lands  of  the 
colony.     They  cannot  do  it.    We  are  putting 
the  means,  I  say,  of  positive  deception  in  the 
hands  of  a  syndicate,  and  we  are  responsible 
for  that  deception.    Those  are  the  grounds  on 
which  I  shall  oppose  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  cannot  for  the 
life  of  me  understand  the  remarks  of  my  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Hart,  for  I  do  not  think  we  are 
putting  into  the  hands  of  the  Government  a 
power  of  deception.  Nor  do  I  think  the  people 
composing  tlus  sjrndicate  are  foolish  enough 
to  believe  in  any  report  except  what  they  get 
themselves ;  and,  as  far  as  I  understand,  they 
are  getting  a  report  now,  on  which  they  will 
decide  whether  or  not  to  go  into  this  scheme. 
I  believe  this  is  simply  a  speculation,  and  they 
will  consider  whether  it  is  a  sufficiently  good 
one  for  them  or  not.  I  have  not  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  hearing  all  the  speeches  of  honour- 
able members  who  have  spoken  against  this 
Bill ;  but  I  heard  the  Hon.  Mr.  IMcLean,  who 
accused  the  Canterbury  members  of  a  want 
of  spirit  of  independence,  and  said  they  were 
bound  to  support  the  Bill.  I  could  not  make 
up  my  mind  that  ho  was  himself  expressing 
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an  independent  opinion,  for  I  think  I  never 
before  heard  in  this  Council  a  speech  so  full  of 
selfishness  as  that  which  was  made  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He  said  we  should  ex- 
ercise a  proper  discretion,  and  should  have  all 
plans  and  estimates  submitted  to  us  before  au- 
thorizing any  work  ;  and  he  asked  why  wc  are 
not  completing  works  under  contract,  or  pro- 
mised. The  honourable  gentleman  mentioned 
very  particularly  one  in  his  own  province — the 
Otago  Central — and  said,,  "Let  us  finish  that, 
before  doing  any  other  work."  I  say  that  was 
the  most  selfish  remark  I  have  ever  heard  niade 
in  this  Council;  and,  if  the  speeches  of  all 
the  opponents  of  the  Bill  are  based  on  such 
selfishness,  I  say  there  is  not  one  argument 
in  the  speeches  delivered  against  this  mea- 
sure. I  had  not  the  advantage  of  hearing 
the  Hon.  Mr.  !Miller,  but  I  am  informed  that  he 
spoke  very  strongly  against  the  Bill.  I  can- 
not divest  myself  of  the  belief  that  he  was 
not  showing  an  independent  spirit  either,  but 
a  very  selfish  one.  The  statement  of  another 
honourable  member,  I  am  told',  is  one  of  a  very 
extraordinary  character — that,  because  this  Bill 
is  one  belonging  to  the  policy  of  the  present 
Government,  he  would  vote  against  it,  good  or 
bad.  TJiat  is  no  reason  at  all.  I  simply  wish 
to  say  that  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  be- 
oftuse  I  think  it  will  be  a  very  good  thing  for 
the  colony  —  not  only  for  Canterbury  in  par- 
ticular, but  for  the  colony  at  large.  I  can- 
not possibly  see  how  we  are  going  to  run  any 
risk,  especially  if  we  expunge  clause  5.  I  am 
perfectly  willing,  though  a  Canterbury  mem- 
ber, to  assist  in  expunging  that  clause.  If  by 
giving  up  waste  lands  of  the  colony — for  they 
are  waste  lands  now — ^we  can  get  them  utilized 
in  any  way,  even  if  we  proposed  to  give  double 
the  quantity,  I  should  be  quite  willing  to  enter 
into  a  contract  with  this  syndicate.  The  argu- 
ment about  sea-carriage  competing  with  the 
railway  has  already  been  refuted  by  a  previous 
speaker.  The  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  says  it  costs 
lis.  a  ton  to  bring  coal  by  sea  to  Lyttelton; 
but  we  have  to  remember  that  there  is  still  a 
great  cost  in  taking  coal  by  railway  from  Lyt- 
telton to  where  it  is  used — large  quantities  have 
to  be  carried  right  over  the  plain  even  to  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  at  enormous  expense  ;  and  to 
obviate  that  would  be  one  of  the  large  savings 
effected  by  this  railway,  and  therefore  a  profit. 
At  this  late  hour  I  will  not  say  any  more,  ex- 
cept to  add  that  I  shall  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and,  if  it  can  be  amended 
in  Committee  to  the  extent  I  have  said,  I  shall 
be  very  happy  to  support  such  an  amendment. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.  — I  have 
attended  very  carefully  to  the  debate  on  this 
Bill,  and  I  must  say  it  seems  to  me  a  very 
singular  one,  for,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  there 
has  not  been  one  single  good  reason  given  for 
this  Bill.  And  it  appears  to  me  very  singular 
also  that  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  sup- 
port this  Bill  have  addressed  themselves  rather 
to  attacking  those  honourable  members  who 
have  spoken  against  the  Bill,  and  imputing 
motives  for  their  doing  so,  than  setting  them- 
selves to  work  to  prove  that  the  line  itself  will 
Hon,  Mr,  Peacock 


be  of  profit  to  the  colony.  They  have  made 
very  indefinite  assertions  and  statements,  which 
they  have  not  attempted  to  support  by  proofs. 
I  merely  mention  this  as  one  reason  why  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  I  have  come  to.  I  an- 
ticipated, during  this  debate,  getting  informa- 
tion as  to  this  line  which  would  probably  induce 
me  to  support  the  Bill ;  but,  as  I  said  before,  I 
have  not  heard  one  really  good  argpiment  in 
favour  of  it.  I  will  just  refer  to  the  BiU  itself ; 
and  I  would  turn  to  its  title.  It  is  called 
"  An  Act  to  authorize  the  Construction  of  the 
East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  Railway, 
under  '  The  Railways  Construction  and  Land 
Act,  1881,'  with  certain  Modifications  and  Ex- 
tensions of  the  said  Act."  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  Bill  is  something  more  than  "  certain 
modifications  and  extensions  "  of  that  Act :  it 
is  a  Bill  in  itself.  If,  as  would  seem  by  the 
2nd  clause,  the  Railways  Construction  and 
Land  Act  is  incorporated  with  this  Bill,  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  Bill  contains  a  great 
deal  more  th^n  there  is  any  necessity  for,  I 
would  point  "but  that  this  railway  was  autho- 
rized under  "  The  Railways  Construction  and 
Land  Act,  1881,"  and  the  terms  we  then  offered 
were  considered  very  liberal  and  good.  This 
railway  was  only  one  of  a  number  authorized 
by  that  Act ;  but,  while  some  at  least  of  the  rest 
are  in  course  of  construction  under  the  terms 
of  the  Act,  it  has  been  found,  I  suppose,  that 
the  inducements  to  make  this  railyay  under 
that  Act  have  not  been  suflScient  to  cause  any 
one  to  come  forward  and  carry  it  out :  not  that 
it  would  not  bo  the  case  presently,  but  it  is  noi 
so  at  the  present  moment.  I  must  say  I  do  not 
understand  why  we  should  hurry  to  give  so 
much  larger  a  bonus  in  order  to  have  it  earned 
out  quickly,  whilst  we  do  not  hold  out  the 
same  offers  to  the  persons  who  undertook  the 
other  railways  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  1881. 
Then,  again,  this  line  does  not  stand  by  itself. 
There  is  another  included  in  the  Bill,  a  veiy 
peculiar  little  line,  and  it  is  somewhat  curious 
that  it  has  not  been  mentioned  by  any  pre- 
vious speaker.  It  is  the  line  from  Putaruru  to 
Rotorua.  That,  I  believe,  is  part  of  a  line  now 
actually  under  construction  under  the  Act  of 
1881.     1  speak  under  correction. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— That  i6  noj 
commenced  yet. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.— Why  that 
poor  unfortunate  little  line  should  be  placed  in 
a  different  position  from  that  of  others  I  cannot 
understand.  It  is  only  to  have  30  per  cent,  of 
land,  while  the  others  are  to  have  50  per  cent. 
Probably  we  shall  have  some  explanation  of 
that ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  giving 
fair  terms  to  all  alike.  In  the  pricis  of  this 
Bill  it  is  stated,  "The  necessity  for  this  BiU 
arises  from  the  fact  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1881  (Railways  Construction  Act,  herein 
called  'the  principal  Act'),  with  respect  to 
borrowing  money  on  debentures,  are  unwork- 
able." Now,  I  ask,  why  do  we  have  anything 
whatever  to  do  with  authorizing  the  issuing  of 
debentures  by  railways?  We  have  had  quite 
recently  very  serious  instances  before  us  of  de- 
bentures being  issued  by  railwaj's  under  the 
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authority  of  Acts  of  Parliament,  where  great 
difficulty  indeed  has  been  the  result.  I  cannot 
mj-self  understand  why  it  should  bo  necessary 
-at  all  to  refer  to  the  issuing  of  debentures.  The 
syndicate  or  company,  oi:  whatever  it  is,  will 
have  the  same  power  as  any  other  company  in 
this  matter.  It  will  have  power  to  issue  de- 
bentures on  its  uncalled-up  or  unpaid  capital. 
Other  companies  do  not  come  to  Parliament 
seeking  this  power ;  and  I  do  not  see  why  in 
this  case  we  should  make  any  departure  from 
the  ordinary  law  in  this  respect.  It  is  this 
very  question  which  has  caused  us  so  much 
■difficulty  in  the  matter  of  the  district  railways, 
an*'  I  must  say  I  should  look  upon  the  Bill  in 
a  veiy  different  light  if  all  reference  to  deben- 
tures were  omitted  from  it.  In  various  clauses 
in  this  Bill  we  speak  of  debentures  —  "Com- 
pany may  borrow  money  on  debentures,"  •*  the 
company  is  lawfully  authorized  to  borrow," 
and  so  on,  again  and  again :  in  faot,  a  very 
large  number  of  the  clauses  are  taken  up  with 
this  question  of  debentures.  Then,  there  is 
a  declaration  which  is  tantamount  to  autho- 
rization. Under  this  Bill,  it  seems  to  me,  we 
are  making  Parliament  itself  responsible  to  a 
certain  degree  for  issuing  these  debentures.  I 
must  say  I  lookl  upon  that  with  very  great  sus- 
picion and  very  great  dread.  I  feel  as  certain 
as  possible — there  is  not  the  least  doubt — that, 
if  this  railway  is  mode  under  the  present  or 
any  other  BUI,  we  shall  pre^ntly  have  to  buy 
it  from  the  company  or  syndicate,  and  shall 
have  to  pay  for  it  very  much  more  than  if  the 
colony  itself  undertook  the  work  and  carried  it 
out  as  it  has  carried  out  other  works.  I  will 
not  trouble  the  Council  any  longer,  and  I  will 
not  refer  to  those  clauses  which  have  been  so 
much  referred  to  already.  I  feel,  with  other 
honoiirable  gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  that 
this  5th  clause  is  extremely  objectionable  ;  but 
my  objection  is  not  confined  to  that  clause 
alone.  I  think  the  clauses  referring  to  deben- 
tures and  several  other  clauses  are  objection- 
able, and  I  should  like  very  much  to  see  this 
Bill  laid  on  one  side,  and  rather  that  a  pledge 
should  be  given  by  the  Government  that  they 
would  take  up  this  railway  themselves  and 
carry  out^the  work.  There  is  no  doubt  tho 
circusistAices  ore  very  nauch  changed  since 
the.  passing  of  the  District  Kailways  Act  and 
the  Railways  Construction  Act.  In  those  days 
we  certainiy  had  not  the  power  to  raise  the 
money  to  carry  out  those  works,  and  therefore 
there  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  reason  for  bring- 
ing in  Bills  of  that  description.  But  now  I 
believe  there  would  be  no  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  obtaining  sufficient  money  to  carry  out  those 
works.  Whilst  the  Government  remain  the 
owners  of  tho  main  lines  in  the  colony,  it  must 
follow  that  tho  Government  in  the  end  must 
purchase  railways  of  this  description  ;  and  that 
means  that  they  will  be  taken  over  at  a  cost 
which  will  in  the  end  be  much  larger  than  if 
the  colony  imdertook  the  works  in  the  first 
instance. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— I  will  not  trouble 
the  Council  with  many  words  on  this  occasion, 
haty  as  in  the  cose  of  the  District  Eailways  Bill, 


I  do  not  like  altogether  to  give  a  silent  vote. 
This  Bill  is  a  very  important  one,  and  I  think 
"we  must  generally  allow  that  it  has  received 
and  is  receiving  from  the  Council  that  con- 
sideration to  which  its  importance  entitles  it. 
For  myself,  although  I  do  feel  called  upon  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  I  can- 
not say  that  I  give  altogether  a  hearty  assent. 
There  are  some  very  objectionable  features  in 
it,  more  especially  that  one  which  has  been 
more  or  less  referred  to  by  nearly  every  honour- 
able member  who  has  spokon — the  5th  clause. 
I  think  it  absolutely  necessary  that  that  should 
be  struck  out  of  the  Bill,  because  it  puts  the 
colony  in  very  much  the  worse  position  in 
the  bargain  between  ourselves  and  the  com- 
pany, and  empowers  the  Governor,  as  soon  as 
the  railway  is  completed,  to  take  over  the  line. 
No  doubt  it  is  intended  that  that  should  be 
part  of  tho  contract;  but  it  might  be  for  an 
indefinite  time  as  the  clause  stands,  although  a 
definite  time,  of  course,  might  be  fixed  by  the 
contract.  If  it  stated  that  the  Government 
were  to  take  90  per  cent,  of  the  profits  there 
would  be  no  harm  in  that,  but  by  this  clause 
we  might  be  bound  over  to  pay  to  the  company 
half  of  the  gross  receipts.  In  the  Bill  as  it 
was  introduced  the  amount  was  limited  to  30 
per  cent,  for  tho  first  year  and  35  per  cent,  after- 
wards. Now  even  that  limit  is  taken  out,  and, 
though  I  do  not  say  it  would  be  the  case,  yet, 
under  the  contract,  it  is  quite  possible  for  the 
company  to  insist  on  getting  half  the  receipts. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  Bill  to  prevent  that 
being  agreed  to.  Looking  to  the  nature  of  the 
country,  the  opinions  of  engineers,  and  the 
estimates  of  tho  traffic  that  there  will  be  on  the 
line,  it  seems  extremely  doubtful  whether  it 
can  bo  worked  for  a  number  of  yeai-s  at  a  profit 
at  all ;  and  in  that  case  the  loss  to  the  colony 
on  this  would  be  £30,000,  or  £40,000,  or  £50,000 
a  year.  I  was  in  doubt  about  it  previously,  but 
it  has  teen  shown  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann 
that,  if  gold  were  found  on  the  lands  granted 
to  the  company,  it  would  not  belong  to  the 
company :  if  it  did,  that  would  be  very  objec- 
tionable, because  it  would  load  to  all  sorts  of 
complications.  Wo  know  what  a  class  the  gold- 
miners  are.  They  think  they  have  a  perfect 
right  to  go  to  work  wherever  gold  may  be  foimd  ; 
and  go  to  work  they  would,  whether  it  was 
on  private  land  or  not.  Tliere  is,  no  doubt,  in 
the  proposal  the  very  pleasant  element  of  specu- 
lation. Of  course  it  requires  a  good  deal  of 
speculation  to  get  a  company  to  take  up  the 
matter.  No  doubt  they  speculate  upon  the 
probability  of  finding  minerals,  and  I  am  sure 
I  hope  they  will  bo  successful  in  finding  mine- 
rals such  as  iron,  coal,  copper,  tin,  or  lead.  We 
have  heard  of  tin  being  found  in  the  Middle 
Island,  but  I  am  afraid  that  is  too  good  to  be 
true.  No  doubt  there  is  mineral  wealth  there, 
and  if  discovered  the  shareholders  may  make 
very  handsome  profits ;  but,  if  they  do  not,  then 
I  fear  it  will  be  a  failure,  so  far  as  dividends  are 
concerned,  for  a  long  time  to  come.  There  is 
another  thing  also  which  is  certainly  rather 
peculiar,  and  that  is  that  when  there  is  so 
much  talk  about  the  perpetual  leasing  of  Ismd 
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and  the  nationalization  of  land,  just  at  this 
time  a  proposition  should  be  brought  forward  to 
hand  over  half  a  million  of  acres,  or  perhaps 
more,  to  a  private  company.  However,  that  is 
considered  the  only  way  of  making  the  line.  I 
have  no  doubt  that,  when  the  Hon.  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  is  replying,  he.  will  explain  what 
is  meant  by  taking  land  entirely  on  one  side  of 
the  line  if  there  is  not  land  available  on  both 
sides,  because  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  there 
must  be  some  limit  placed.  Of  course,  if  al- 
lowed to  go  fifty  miles  from  the  line,  they  may 
go  a  hundred,  and  take  land  all  over  the  coun- 
try. I  think  there  will  have  to  be  some  definite 
limit  placed  to  that.  In  looking  at  the  Bill, 
what  made  me  feel  that  I  must  support  it  was, 
that  the  railway  must  be  looked  upon  as  part 
of  the  great  trunk  system,  for  this  railway  is 
required  to  complete  the  railway  communica- 
tion of  the  Middle  Island.  The  fear  has  been 
expressed  by  some  honourable  members — and  I 
think  it  is  not  without  foundation — that  the 
syndicate  will  have  some  claim  upon'  the  colony 
in  case  the  railway  is  a  total  failure.  The 
Bill  certainly  shuts  that  out;  but  that  fact 
may  not  in  the  least  prevent  it  being  done.  We 
have  had  a  notable  instance  of  that  within 
the  last  few  days  in  the  case  of  the  District 
Hallways  Bill.     That  Bill,  at  all  events  for  the 

E resent,  is  thrown  out ;  hui — as  was  remarked 
y  one  honourable  member  of  the  Council  in 
connection  with  it — in  this  case,  should  the 
railway  prove  a  failure,  an  effort  will  also  be 
made  to  compel  the  colony  to  take  it  off  the 
hands  of  the  company.  Probably,  as  the  Hon. 
Mr.  G.  B.  Johnson  has  observed,  it  would  be 
better  if  in  the  debentures  the  colony  was  not 
mentioned  at  all,  but  the  company  were  simply 
left  to  make  out  their  own  debentures  in  their 
own  name.  I  will  just  allude  to  the  speech  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves,  because,  being  a  Canter- 
bury man,  and  having  been  there  at  the  time 
the  railway  system  was  initiated,  I  would  say 
that  this  proposal  should  be  looked  upon  as  a 
fresh  start,  and  as  upon  entirely  different  lines 
in  the  opening  of  railway  communication.  I 
remember  Mr.  Moorhouse  being  talked  of  as 
being  a  madman  ;  but  still  he  was  going  on  very 
sensible  ground.  .  He  knew  that,  as  soon  as  ho 
got  the  tunnel  finished,  it  would  open  on  to  a 
vast  plain,  and  that  it  would  not  be  a  simple 
waste  of  money,  but  that  thousands  of  acres 
which  have  since  brought  wealth  to  the  colony 
would  be  opened  up  ;  and  we  see  in  that  coun- 
try now  thousands  of  acres  of  wheat  and 
oats,  and  thousands  of  sheep,  that  are  being 
raised  for  the  Home  market.  But  here  the  case 
is  different.  On  the  one  side  there  is  only 
a  population  of  about  twenty-four  thousand 
people,  and  the  traffic  would  not  be  very  great. 
In  point  of  fact  it  is.  only  a  question  now 
whether  the  coal  traffic,  with  such  grades  as 
there  will  be  on  that  line,  will  be  able  to  com- 
pete with  the  traffic  by  sea.  I  very  much  doubt 
if  it  can :  in  fact,  I  believe  that  there  is  no  ques- 
tion about  it  at  all,  for  I  think  it  is  impossible 
that  we  can  take  coal  to  Lyttelton  and  supply 
steamers  there  at  the  same  rate  by  rail  that  it 
can  be  brought  by  sea.  Still,  it  is  very  true 
Hon.  Mr.  Acland 


that  they  may  supply  Canterbury  inland  by 
means  of  the  railway  at  a  cheaper  rate ;  but,  as 
far  as  the  coast  is  concerned,  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced that  that  must  be  done  by  sea.  Of 
course  it  is  just  a  question  of  which  can  be 
done  most  cheaply.  As  I  have  said,  I  shall 
support  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  but 
hope  to  see  the  5th  clause  struck  out  in  Com- 
mittee. If  that  is  not  struck  out,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly reserve  to  myself  the  right  to  vote  against 
the  Bill  on  its  third  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLEY.  —  After  the  very 
exhaustive  discussion  that  has  taken  place  there 
is  very  little  left  to  say  on  the  question ;  but 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  shall  not  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  but  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  reserving  to 
myself  the  right  to  criticise  the  5th  clause,  and 
also  the  1st  subsection  of  the  19th  clause.  I 
cannot  understand  how  that  got  introduced  at 
all.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  Bill  than  an  assistance  to  it.  I 
do  not  see  what  the  Nelson  line  has  got  to 
do  with  it,  and  I  shall  propose  that  it  be 
taken  out  of  the  Bill.  I  think  that  in  maJdng 
these  regulations  we  are  bound  to  see  that  to 
a  certain  extent  the  interests  of  the  syndicate 
are  regarded.  We  are  not  here  to  say  that 
the  company  shall  make  what  arrangements 
they  please.  We  are  in  some  sense  bound  to 
see  that  they  are  protected,  and  not,  as  one 
honourable  gentleman  has  thrown  out  the 
suggestion,  that  they  are  to  be  treated  as  in 
a  different  position  from  men  in  the  colony 
who  take  up  works.  There  can  be  no  great 
difference  between  men  investing  money  in 
the  colony,  whether  they  are  residents  or  not. 
If  we  say  that  if  they  are  settlers  we  must 
assist  them,  then  if  foreign  capitalists  take  over 
this  railway  and  carry  out  this  large  work,  we 
should  be  acting  unjustly  in  saying  we  can-- 
not  give  them  the  same  assistance  as  we  would 
residents  of  the  country.  I  think  we  should 
be  careful  in  that,  for  they  will  be  as  much 
justified  in  their  claims,  though  residents  in 
another  country,  as  they  would  be  if  they 
were  residing  in  New  Zealand.  I  think  we 
ought  not  to  insinuate  that  in  future  we  in- 
tend to  make  a  distinction  between  them. 
I  shall  support  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  my 
duty  to-night  is  of  a  much  easier  character 
than  I  apprehended  it  would  be  when  I  moved 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  I  have  listened 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  and,  I  may  say 
also,  with  a  great  degree  of  pain,  to  the  argu- 
ments and  speeches  of  honourable  members 
upon  this  Bill ;  and  I  have  not  felt  so  much 
pain  in  connection  with  any  speech  delivered  to- 
night as  in  connection  with  that  of  my  honour- 
able and  learned  friend  Mr.  Hart.  I  am  very 
greatly  surprised  at  his  speech,  because  it  is 
simply  an  excuse  which  he  has  given  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  vo^  which  he  is  to  give  on  this 
occasion.  Any  one  listening  to  that  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  District  Bskilways  Bill,  and 
hearing  the  able — the  very  able — speech  which 
he  made  on  that  occasion,  would  be  surprised 
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to  hear  his  speech  to-night.  I  cannot  for  the 
life  of  me  understand  it.  I  have  listened  to  the 
speeches  of  that  honourable  gentleman  for  the 
last  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  and  I  must  con- 
fess myself  astonished  to  hear  his  observations 
to-night  in  reference  to  what  he  calls  the  justi- 
fication of  the  vote  he  is  about  to  give.  There 
is  not  a  more  logically-minded  man  in  the 
Council,  there  is  no  more  able  man  in  the 
Council,  than  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  but 
I  cannot  understand  his  reason  for  opposing  a 
measure  which  will  not  burden  the  colony  in 
the  slightest  possible  degree ;  and  I  am  greatly 
pained  to  find  him  speaking  against  this  Bill.  I 
confess  I  have  not  heard  a  single  argument  in 
opposition  to  the  Bill,  except  the  one  that  it  is 
too  soon  by  ten  years — I  think  that  is  the  time. 
That  is  the  only  argument  used  against  the 
measure.  I  have  listened  with  great  anxiety  to 
the  Cassandra-like  utterances  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  whom  I  must  now  term  the  leader 
of  the  Opposition  in  the  Council.  The  lugu- 
brious tones  in  which  his  speech  was  delivered 
were  very  remarkably  like  those  of  the  late 
Minister  of  Lands,  delivered  in  another  place. 
The  information  he  had  was  of  the  most  accu- 
late  character,  and  he  had  evidently  learned 
his  lesson  very  well  indeed ;  but  there  was  the 
cloven  foot  showing  right  through  that  speech. 
From  the  moment  he  commenced  till  he  sat 
down,  the  idea  was  that  the  Westport  coal 
mine  must  be  supported  at  any  risk,  and  that 
there  must  be  no  inland  traffic.  That  is  the 
key  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech.  He 
went  into  minute  calculations  as  to  the  car- 
riage of  minerals.  I  think  he  called  coal  a 
mineral ;  and,  as  there  is  no  one  more  ac- 
curate in  his  use  of  English  than  the  honour- 
able gentleman  usually  is,  I  was  surprised  at 
that.  He  had  forgotten  his  early  lessons,  and 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  coal  was  a 
mineral.  I  was  under  the  impression  that  coal 
belonged  to  the  vegetable  kingdom.  But  the 
honourable  gentleman  read  extracts  here  and 
there  from  a  report  which  has  been  printed 
and  widely  circulated :  he  picked  out  a  piirti- 
colar  portion  of  it  which  suited  him,  and  the 
rest  of  it  he  was  good  enough  not  to  read  at 
all.  Of  course  upon  him  must  rest  the  respon- 
sibility of  that  proceeding.  I  have  nothing  to 
do  with  that,  nor  am  I  going  to  refer  to  that, 
more  than  to  simply  say  this:  that  it  is  a 
pity  that  the  honourable  gentleman  did  not 
give  the  numbers  of  those  particular  para- 
graphs and  ask  that  they  should  be  taken  as 
read.  The  honom-ablo  gentleman's  speech,  I 
think,  has  been  what  may  fairly  be  termed 
shredded  to  pieces  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  replied  to  him,  and  whose  presence  in  the 
Council  is  a  'matter  for  congratulation.  It  is 
pleasing  tome  to  hear,  after  the  lapse  of  a  num- 
ber of  years,  that  honourable  gentleman  speak- 
ing again  in  the  Parliament  of  the  colony ;  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  dealt  with  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Miller's  sx)eech  is  quite  sufficient,  and  will 
probably  be  a  justification  for  my  not  referring 
to  it  any  further.  Now,  Sir,  there  is  a  fallacy, 
it  seems  to  me,  underlying  every  speech  which 
bas  been  mode  against  the  Bill,  and  that  is 


that  the  Government  are  about  to  construct 
this  line  of  railway.  If  honourable  gentlemen 
will  refer  to  the  12th  section  of  this  Bill  they 
will  see  that  nothing  of  the  kind  is  to  be  done. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  so  far  as- 
I  am  concerned,  if  any  language  can  make  it 
plainer  I  am  prepared  to  adopt  it.  The  words 
are — "No  claim  of  any  debenture-holder,  or  of 
any  creditor  of  the  company,  shall  attach  to  or 
be  paid  out  of  the  public  revenues  of  New  Zea- 
land or  by  the  Government  thereof."  Now,  if 
any  language  can  be  intelligible  it  appears  ta 
me  that  that  is.  All  that  has  been  adduced 
to  show  that  the  Government  will  have  to  do- 
this  is  nothing  but  the  merest  assertion ;  and 
assertion  is  not  argument.  There  is  nothing 
plainer,  to  my  mind,  than  the  meaning  of  thai. 
12th  section,  and  it  shows  clearly  that  the 
Government  have  no  intention  of  accepting 
ajiy  liability  whatever  in  connection  with  this 
scheme.  We  have  heard  arguments  with  re- 
gard to  the  Lyttelton  and  Christchurch  tun- 
nel, and  we  heard  that  the  gentleman  who 
devised  the  scheme  to  pierce  the  hills  between 
Lyttelton  and  Christchurch  was  about  to  be 
annihilated  for  it.  Was  it  of  greater  import- 
ance in  those  days  to  have  that  done  than  it  is 
now  to  do  this  work,  which  has  been  so  ably 
described  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Beeves  ?^ 
What  will  be  the  position  of  things  in  the  next 
ten  years  ?  Who  can  tell  ?  Con  any  one  in 
this  Council  for  a  moment  suppose  that,  in  the 
progress  of  events,  much  greater  reasons  can  be- 
adduced  for  the  construction  of  this  line  than 
could  be  urged  for  the  making  of  that  tunnel, 
when  it  was  made  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Wait  tiU  then. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The 
honourable  gentleman,  I  think,  would  be  con- 
tent to  wait  for  ever,  and  it  would  be  possible - 
for  him  to  get  that  petty  scheme  of  his  carried 
into  execution.  He  has  shown  in  this  Coun- 
cil on  this  question  a  degree  of  selfishness, 
which  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  is  re- 
markable. He  has  emphasized  his  remarks, 
repeated  them  four  times  over;  and  when  he- 
referred  to  the  District  of  Nelson  I  saw  the 
honourable  gentleman,  more  than  once,  shake 
a  paper  over  the  head  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Barnicoat, 
with  a  view  of  impressing  his  mind  with  the- 
fact  that  he  came  from  Nelson.  The  honour- 
able member  may  laugh,  but  that  is  the  fact,, 
and  I  think  the  Council  will  bear  me  out  when 
I  say  that  that  was  a  noticeable  fact.  On 
more  than  one  occasion  the  honourable  gentle- 
man referred  to  the  cost  of  carriage  of  coal  in 
a  very  minute  way.  The  whole  matter  was 
described  in  the  manner  of  one  taking  a  very 
deep  interest  in  it,  and  not  only  in  it  as  affect- 
ing this  railway,  but  as  affecting  another 
matter  also.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
good  enough  to/ refer  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
of  the  colony  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  him.  •  I 
am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  say  what  I  am  going, 
to  say,  but  I  was  very  greatly  surprised  that  an 
honourable  gentleman,  whom  I  believe  to  be 
the  very  soul  of  honour,  should  have  referred 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  did  to  the  Colonial. 
Treasurer 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.-— In  what  way  did 
I  refer  to  him. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  will  teU 
the  honourable  gentleman.  He  informed  us 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  a  financial 
dictator;  that  he  was  a  speculator;  that  he 
was — well,  I  do  not  know  what  else  he  did  not 
say  of  him. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  never  mentioned  the  ColoniGd  Trea- 
surer's name  in  my  speech.  .The  honourable 
member  may  make  what  misrepresentations  he 
pleases  as  to  my  arguments — and  he  is  mis- 
representing them ;  but  I  must  deny  what  he 
has  stated  with  respect  to  what  I  said  on  the 

?oint  in  question.    I  did  not  use  the  Colonial 
reasurer's  name. 

The   Hon.   Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The 
honourable    gentleman    said    this    colony    is 
ground  down  by  a  financial  dictator. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— I  did  not  say 

•  •'  ground  down." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Well,  the 
honourable  gentlemaji  will  be  good  enough  to 
correct  his  speech  in  Hansard.  But  I  have 
taken  down  the  words  he  used.  He  said  that 
the  colony  was  ground  down  by  a  financial 
dictator,  and  that  the  honourable  gentleman's 
posterity  would  remain  behind  when  that  finan- 

•  oial  speculator  had  departed  from  these  shores. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— No,  no. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  — I  have 
my  recollection  of  it,  as  well  as  the  honourable 
member ;  and  I  will  tell  him  this :  that  I  hope 
this  work  which  is  about  to  be  inaugurated  by 
this  Bill,  the  second  reading  of  which  I  hope 
the  Council  will  have  the  good  sense  to  pass 
to-night,  will  bo  a  lasting  monument  of  the 
■agacity  and  wisdom  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
when  my  honourable  friend  is  in  a  higher 
sphere.  Now,  honourable  members  will  pardon 
me  if  I  do  not  refer  to  the  speeches  which  have 
been  ma.de;  but  it  would  be  tiresome  to  the 
Council  if  I  did  so,  and  I  have  no  intention  of 
doing  so.  I  hope  honourable  members  will  not 
think  it  any  reflection  if  I  do  not  refer  to  their 
speeches,  but  there  is  one  honourable  gentle- 
man's speech  to  which  I  must  of  necessity  re- 
fer, and  that  is  the  speech  of  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Oliver.  I  must  say  that  I  might 
characterize  that  speech  as  being  the  sajne  as 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller's :  he  might  have  written 
underneath  that  speech  the  words,  "  Them's  my 
sentiments."  That  was  exactly  the  character 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  speech.  And 
there,  again,  we  see  that  memorable  port  which 
is  now  going  to  be  made  one  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent ports  of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  I 
will  say  that  the  speech,  from  beginning  to  end, 
was  "  Westport  Harbour." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER. — I  never  mentioned 
Westport. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No,  I  know 
he  did  not :  he  was  too  careful  to  mention  West- 
port,  and  80  was  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  we  can  read  between  the  lines, 
and  sometimes  it  is  very  desirable  to  do  so,  and 
one  could  not  help  noticing  that  the  whole  ar- 
gument of  the  honourable  gentleman  and  of  the 


Hon.  Mr.  Miller  was  based  on  the  cost  of  car- 
riage of  coal  by  land  and  the  cost  of  carriage 
by  sea.  Now,  that  is  not  at  all  the  correct 
view  to  take. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  had  no  such  thing 
in  my  mind. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLE Y.— It  gives  me 
very  great  pleasure  to  know  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  not,  and  I  accept  that 
statement.  I  believe  that  he  is  incapable  of 
doing  anything  that  is  not  right.  I  cannot  help 
interpreting  the  speech  as  I  have  done,  espe- 
cially when  I  recollect  the  antagonism  that  has 
been  exhibited  towards  another  measure  of  the 
same  character  introduced  by  the  Government. 
I  shall  not  now  refer  to  the  speech  more  par- 
ticularly, as  I  intended  to  do,  because  of  the 
honourable  member's  disavowal ;  but  he  spoke 
of  "this  rugged  country,"  and  used  every  ex- 
pression of  the  kind.  Ho  mentioned  hills  and 
valleys,  and  eveiything  but  the  one  colonial 
word  *' gully."  Anything  I  can  say  just  now 
will  have  very  little  infiuence  upon  honourable 
members  who  are  about  to  vote  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  will  only  refer  to  the  memorable 
speech  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean.  That  honour- 
able gentleman  gave  us  to-night  quite  a  moral 
lecture,  which  will  not  be  soon  forgotten  by 
this  Council.  He  told  us  of  the  manner  in 
which  syndicates  are  formed,  and  in  which  the 
operations  of  these  syndicates  are  carried  out, 
as  well  as  the  whole  history  of  their  functions. 
There  was  only  one  thing  that  he  forgot,  and 
that  was  to  tell  us  how  he  obtained  his  in- 
formation ;  although  he  told  us  of  his  expe- 
rience when  he  first  entered  political  life,  iod 
of  his  political  education.  He  was  good  enough 
to  refer  to  his  visit  to  London,  and  how  ho  gave 
information  to  people  there.  I  do  not  think  he 
ever  gets  on  his  legs  without  referring  to  the 
fact  t^at  he  was  lately  in  London,  and  stating 
that  the  whole  of  London  was  running  after 
him  for  information  ;  but  I  take  the  liberty  of 
differing  from  him,  and  thinking  that  the  whole 
of  London  did  not  run  after  him  for  informa- 
tion. It  seems  to  mo  that  the  opposition  of 
honourable  members  to  this  Bill  is  given  under 
the  impression  that  the  Government  are  about 
to  undertake  the  responsibility  of  constructing 
this  railway  ;  but  that  certainly  is  not  what  is 
provided  by  the  Bill.  ^  We  have  heard  honour- 
able members,  on  more  than  one  occasion  in  the 
debate,  say  that,  if  it  were  proposed  to  borrow 
the  money  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  this 
railway,  they  would  sooner  support  it  than  the 
proposal  that  is  now  made.  But,  if  such  a  pro- 
posal as  that  were  made  to  the  Council  or  to  the 
House,  the  Bill  would  not  last  five  minutes.  I 
believe  the  honourable  members  who  made  use 
of  that  expression  did  not  mean  for  a  single 
moment  what  they  said.  I  believe  that,  if  any 
Government  or  any  party,  in  the  present  criti- 
cal period  of  the  colony,  were  to  propose  a 
scheme  of  the  kind  for  the  borrowing  of  money 
for  constructing  this  railway,  they  would  not 
be  listened  to  for  five  minutes ;  and  I  should  be 
one  of  those  who  would  kick  such  a  proposal 
out  of  the  four  comers  of  this  room.  Bat, 
when  I  see  a  syndicate  is  prepared  to  take  up 
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a  Iflurge  matter  of  this  kind,  I  am  not  afraid 
to  giTe  them  reasonable  ebssistance  in  doing  a 
▼cry  valiiable — a  great  colonial — work.  Honour- 
able members  will  remember  that,  when  the 
pablio  works  policy  was  inaugurated,  this  was 
one  of  the  things  that  were  in  contemplation 
at  that  time ;  but,  in  consequence  of  pressure 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Government,  it  was 
fonnd  not  possible  to  carry  it  out;  and  this 
was  caused  partly  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
nuui  who  is  now  opposing  this  measure  —  I 
am  referring  to  the  Uon.  Mr.  McLean.  The 
pressure  which  he  and  the  constituencies  of 
Dunedin  brought  to  bear  on  the  Government 
was  in  favour  of  connecting  Christchuroh  and 
Dunedin  by  rail,  and  he  should  bear  in  mind 
now  that  there  are  other  parts  of  the  colony 
that  have  as  much  right  to  consideration  as 
those  two  cities.  The  construction  of  this 
East  and  West  Coast  Bailway  at  the  present 
time  is  too  serious,  too  large,  an  undertaking 
for  the  colony ;  but  I  can  see  no  reason  why, 
seeing  we  can  get  it  done  for  a  small  con- 
sideration, we  should  not  lend  our  aid  to  it. 
Great  objection  has  been  taken  to  the  5th 
clause,  but  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  what 
honourable  members  mean.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  they  have  not  read  the  Bill, 
for  if  they  look  at  it  they  will  find  that  it  has 
been  so  altered  by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
as  to  meet  the  demands  of  any  reasonable 
person.  However,  that  is  a  matter  the  Com- 
mittee will  have  to  consider.  I  am  not  going 
to  dictate  to  this  Council :  I  never  will  dictate 
to  the  Council  as  to  what  they  should  do  with 
the  measures  brought  before  them.  I  merely 
say  this :  that  this  is  a  matter  of  colonial  im- 
portance— a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance 
— ^for  the  outside  public,  and  I  trust  they  will 
be  prepared  to  assist  us  in  dealing  with  it.  I 
trust  the  good  sense  of  the  Council  will  be  shown 
by  allowing  this  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 

Ayes,  18. 
Acland  Dignan  Peacock 

Baillie  Fraser  Beeves 

Bamiooat  Kohere  Beynolds 

Brandon  Lahmann  Waterhouse 

Brett  Martin  Whitmore 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Kgatata  Wigley. 

Noes,  13. 
Grace  McLean  Pollen 

Hart  Miller  Bichmond,  J.  C. 

Henderson         Nurse  Scotland 

Johnson,  G.  B.  Oliver  Wilson. 

Johnston,  J. 

Faib. 
For,  Against. 

Campbell.  Mantell. 

Majority  for,  5. 

Bill  read  a  second  time.. 

URUSTEES*  AND  EXECUTOBS»  COM- 
PANIES SHABEHOLDEBS  LIABILITY 
BILL. 

ADr07B:nSD    DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.   McLEAN,  in  resuming  the 


debate  on  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill^ 
thought  it  would  be  wise  for  the  Council  to 
allow  this  Bill  to  lapse,  with  a  view  to  the  Go- 
vernment introducing  a  general  Bill  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  noticed  that  the  Committee  recently 
appointed  to  deal  with  this  matter  had  brought 
up  a  report  to  which  his  name  was  attached, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  on  his  own  mo- 
tion his  name  had  been  struck  ofi  the  list 
of  the  Committee.  He  objected  to  his  name 
being  retained  on  the  list  under  the  circum- 
stances. He  could  not  understand  such  a  pro- 
vision as  that  contained  in  clause  2  being  in- 
serted in  the  Bill,  unless  it  was  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  these  companies  from  starting. 
With  regard  to  the  provision  that  the  company 
should  give  security,  no  objection  could  be  taken 
to  that  clause ;  but,  as  to  the  provision  that  the 
rate  of  commission  was  not  to  exceed  that  fixed 
by  the  Judge,  that  was  absurd,  for  how  could 
it  exceed  the  rate  fixed  by  the  Judge  ?  There 
were  some  useful  clauses  in  the  Bill,  however ; 
but  he  would  like  to  see  them  embodied  in  a 
Bill  to  be  brought  forward  by  the  Government. 
There  ought  to  be  a  Bill  to  compel  private 
people  in  business  acting  as  trustees  to  keep- 
the  trust  funds  separate  from  their  own  affairs, 
the  necessity  for  such  a  provision  a>s  this  being 
evidenced  by  a  recent  case  in  Wellington.  He 
hoped  the  Council  would  see  their  way  to  vote 
against  this  Bill,  and  allow  the  Government  to 
bring  in  the  Bill  reconmiended  by  a  Select 
Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS  was  thoroughly 
satisfied  that  the  Government  were  quite  as 
anxious  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  to  place  those 
who  intrusted  property  to  these  trustees  in  a» 
safe  a  position  as  possible.  For  his  own  part,, 
he  did  not  care  what  restrictions  were  placed 
on  these  companies ;  but  a  Bill  of  this  charac- 
ter ought  not  to  be  taken  up  by  a  private 
individual.  It  ought  to  have  far  more  consi- 
deration than  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  had  had 
time  to  give  it.  It  should  receive  the  full  con- 
sideration of  every  member  of  the  Government,, 
and  be  submitted  to  Parliament  after  the 
scheme  had  been  well  matured.  He  trusted 
that  the  honourable  member  would  not  press 
the  Bill  this  session.  If  he  was  anxious  that 
the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second  time,  he 
(Mr.  Beynolds)  had  not  the  least  objection 
to  that  being  done  to  affirm  the  principle,  on 
condition  that  the  Bill  should  then  be  allowed 
to  drop  for  the  present. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEB  also  hoped  that,, 
if  the  Council  accorded  the  Bill  a  second  read- 
ing, the  honourable  the  mover  would  not  pro- 
ceed with  it  further  for  the  present. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  BICHMOND  thought  that 
the  real  objection  to  these  companies  was  the 
mingling  of  two  kinds  of  business  in  the  hcmds 
of  these  companies.  They  undertook  all  pro- 
fessions ;  there  was  no  sort  of  business  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  that  these  companies  could 
not  take  on  themselves  to  transact  if  they  could 
got  it  to  transact.  It  seemed  to  him  that  a  com- 
pany that  undertook  to  make  advances  upon 
properties  was  unfit  to  carry  on  trust  busi- 
ness.   On  the  whole,  the  Council  ought  to  read 
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4ilie  Bill  a  second  time;  but  whether  it  was 
desirable  to  proceed  with  it  farther  this  session 
he  left  to  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Wilson. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  thought  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  said  that  attention 
had  not  been  given  to  this  measure  were  under 
-a  mistake.  They  forgot  that  this  question  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Council) 
and  in  that  way  it  had  received  very  much 
^eater  consideration  probably  than  some  mea- 
sures that  haid  been  recently  passed  by  the 
Council.  That  Committee  was  so  impressed 
with  the  very  enormous  disproportion  between 
the  liabilities  intended  to  be  assumed  by  these 
-companies  and  the  extreme  minuteness  of  their 
assets  that  it  was  felt  to  be  an  imperative  duty 
-on  their  part  to  recommend  the  Council  to 
make  provision  at  once  to  put  an  end  to  the 
■anomaly,  and,  pending  general  legislation  on  the 
subject,  to  introduce  into  the  Bill  then  before 
the  Committee  a  saving  clause.  He  hoped 
that,  in  allowing  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time,  the  Council  would  recognize  that  it  •was 
the  dutv  of  the  State,  when  companies  tmder- 
took  public  trusts  in  this  way,  to  see  that  there 
should  be  at  least  some  assets  in  decent  and 
reasonable  proportion  to  the  liabilities  they 
were  authorized  by  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature 
to  undertake. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  thought  the 
OSouncil  would  do  well  to  let  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time,  in  order  that  they  might  amend 
it  in  Committee.  The  question  had  been  well 
ventilated  in  the  Council,  and  it  was  useless  to 
^occupy  further  time  in  discussing  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  thought  it  was  an 
-extraordinary  thing  that  an  honourable  gentle- 
man occupying  the  position  of  Mr.  Beynolds 
should  attempt  to  lecture  him,  and  say  that 
this  was  a  Bill  which  should  not  be  brought 
forward  by  a  private  member.  At  whose  re- 
•«[uest  was  it  that  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  brought  it 
m  ?  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Beynolds's  chief, 
the  Premier. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  do  not  care 
for  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  would  have  thought 
that  the  Premier's  opinion  would  stand  a  great 
deal  higher  than  almost  anybody's  in  the  Coun- 
cil. Ho  made  no  comparisons.  And  when  this 
was  approved  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stout,  the  fact 
<mght  to  weigh  somewhat ;  and  he  would  re- 
commend the  honourable  gentleman  to  use 
more  moderate  language  in  future.  This  Bill 
would  have  passed  but  for  one  reason:  there 
happened  to  be  two  or  three  members  in  the 
Council  who  were  personally  interested  in  its 
not  passing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  rose  to  a  point  of 
•order.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  said 
that  he  (Mr.  McLean)  was  personally  interested 
in  the  matter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Not  you. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  reminded  the  Coun- 
cil that  he  had  already  stated  he  was  not  per- 
sonally interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  any  of  these  companies. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  did  not  refer  to  the 
honourable  gentleman,  and  quite  accepted  his 
Hon.  Mr,  J.  C.  Bhhmond 


statement  that  he  had  not  any  personal  in- 
terest in  the  matter ;  but  he  knew  that  other 
parties  had  a  personal  interest.  Would  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds  tell  him  that  he  was  not 
interested?  He  (Mr.  Wilson)  knew  that  he 
was.  Would  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser  tell  him 
he  was  not  interested  ?    He  knew  that  he-was. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB.— I  never  denied 
it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  that  there  was 
undoubtedly  a  personal  interest  involved  here. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  should  have  been  called 
to  order  for  the  language  he  haid  used.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  called  this  a  prepos- 
terous clause,  and  any  tiro  knew  that  it  was 
not  right  to  call  any  clause  of  an  Act  in  force 
preposterous.  This  cl&use  was  almost  a  ver- 
batim copy  of  a  clause  in  the  English  Insur- 
ance Companies  Act;  and  could  any  one  say 
that  these  benevolent  philanthropic  companies, 
which  were  promoted  for  the  tc^dng  care  of 
other  people's  money,  and  speculating  with  it 
and  earning  commissions — could  any  one  say 
that  the  directors,  all  men  with  the  most  be- 
nevolent objects,  ought  not  to  be  under  the 
same  liability  as  directoirs  of  insurance  com- 
panies ?  The  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  had  said  that 
to  make  the  liability  unlimited  in  the  Bill 
would  kill  these  companies.  Well,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  must  have  had  experience  of 
insurance  companies ;  and  how  was  it  it  had  not 
quashed  them  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  there  was  no 
such  thing  as  the  liability  of  insurance  com- 
panies' directors  being  unlimited  and  that  of 
shareholders  limited. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said,  even  though 
this  measure  were  defeated  now,  it  was  abso- 
lutely certain  some  such  measure  must  soon 
be  passed.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  these  private  Acts  were  obtained  impro- 
perly :  the  Council  had  acceded  to  them  with- 
out consideration,  and  it  was  only  after  the 
discussions  that  had  recently  taken  place  that 
the  Council  had  become  aware  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  with  which  they  were  deal- 
ing. As  to  the  question  of  liability,  that  would 
be  fairly  open  to  discussion  in  Committee.  It 
was  very  easy  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
say  it  was  a  crude  measure.  That  might  be  .said 
of  any  measure.  He  denied  that  it  was  a  crude 
measure.  It  came  from  an  authority  which 
was  far  better  than  that  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean,  whose  opinion  on  a  technical  question 
of  this  kind  he  should  not  take  at  all.  He  was 
quite  prepared  to  stand  by  the  measure,  and 
asserted  that  it  was  a  very  fair  one,  and  was 
calculated  to  effect  the  purpose  which  it  was 
intended  to  serve.  He  admitted  that  the  ques- 
tion of  the  respective  liability  of  the  directors 
and  the  shareholders  was  a  fair  subject  for 
discussion  in  Committee.  It  was  conceded 
that  these  companies  were  of  such  a  peculiar 
nature  that  the  business  would  get  into  the 
hands  of  a  very  few  persons  indeed.  Practi- 
cally, the  manager  and  the  chairman  woufd 
manage  the  whole  business,  and  it  was  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  that  to  make  the 
liability  of  the  directors  unlimited  was  the  only 
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^heck  that  could  be  put  upon  them.  These 
•companies  had  begun  wrong  from  the  very 
first.  They  had  gone  outside  the  law  by  the 
Acts  they  had  obtained  in  a  wrong  way,  which 
Acts  entirely  overrode  the  common  law  and  the 
•statute  law.  The  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  had  made 
statements  which  were  inconsistent  with  facts. 
He  asserted  that  the  Judge  had  discretion  in 
fixing  the  amount  of  the  commission  to  be 
•charged  by  the  company ;  but  that  was  not  so, 
.and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  looked  at  the 
articles  of  association  he  would  see  that  the 
company  itself.fixed  the  commission. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  did  not  say  so. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  would  ask,  why 
should  not  the  Judge  have  discretion  in  fixing 
■the  amount  of  the  commission  to  be  charged 
by  the  company,  just  as  he  did  that  of  private 
trustees?  It  gave  him  a  feeling  of  great  dis- 
trust that  this  suggestion  as  to  liability  should 
be  objected  to.  There  was  nothing  by  this  Bill 
imposed  upon  compsmies  which  every  private 
trustee  was  not  bound  by  law  to  now.  Why 
should  these  companies  be  in  any  exceptional 
position?  The  whole  of  this  Bill  was  to  put 
these  trustee  companies  in  the  same  position  as 
private  trustees ;  and  he  thought,  therefore,  it 
ought  to  commend  itself  to  the  Ck)uncil.  He 
boped  that  section  4  would  be  agreed  to,  and 
thought  he  could  not  make  any  pledge  as  to 
its  subsequent  stages :  if  it  could  be  pressed  on, 
it  should  bo. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  wished  to  know 
whether  this  was  an  ex  post  facto  legislation 
with  regard  to  the  existing  directors  of  the 
companies.  If  it  wsis  not,  he  should  vote  with 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  he  did  not  want 
the  honourable  gentleman's  vote. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  ordered  to 
be  committed  on  Tuesday  next, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  should 
oppose  the  committal  of  the  Bill  on  Tuesday 
or  any  other  day.  He  wished  to  say  it  did  not 
matter  twopence  to  him  whether  the  honour- 
able member  had  got  the  opinion  of  the  Pre- 
mier as  to  whether  the  Bill  was  a  good  one,  or 
not.  It  was  not  at  all  with  the  consent  bf  the 
Government  as  a  Government  that  the  Premier 
had  offered  any  opinion  on  it.  The  honourable 
member  might  come  and  ask  him  (Mr.  Rey- 
nolds) about  some  Bill,  and  he  might,  without 
giving  it  much  consideration,  say  it  was  a  good 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  should  not  do  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  seemed  to  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  Government  approved  his  Bill.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  Reynolds)  believed  the  Government  did 
not  approve  of  his  Bill,  but  would  prefer  some- 
thing better. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Surely  the  honour- 
able gentleman  does  not  profess  to  be  the  Go- 
▼emment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Yes,  he  does.  Of 
course  he  is  the  Government. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said  he  thought 
a  Bill  of  this  description  ought  not  to  be  al- 


lowed to  be  carried  through  that  Council  by  a 
private  member.  The  Government  was  the 
proper  party  to  bring  in  a  Bill  of  this  kind.  It 
was  all  very  well  to  deny  it,  but  he  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  these  companies  might  to  a 
considerable  extent  take  from  the  pickings  of 
the  legal  profession,  of  which  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  a  member.  He  knew  that  perfectly 
well;  and  he  had  heard  it  stated  by  legal 
gentlemen  themselves  that  the  establishment 
of  such  companies  was  very  unfair  to  them. 
It  came,  therefore,  with  very  bad  grace  from 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  that  he  should  be  urging 
on  this  Bill,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session 
too,  instead  of  allowing  the  Government  time 
to  introduce  a  Bill  next  session  which  would 
meet  all  the  necessities  of  the  case. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  24th  October,  1884, 


Blitff-Izivorcargill  Railway  Tariff— Bailway  Sleepen 
— Kawakawa-  Hokianga  Ilall  way— Beef  ton  Volun- 
teers  — Mosgiel  Stone  Quarry  —  Floods  —  Buller 
Grown  Lands— Boundhill  Bailway-siding— Mahu- 
rangi  Lime — Eaitangata  and  Tuakitoto  Lakes — 
Legislative  Coancil— Pembroke  Telephone— Ash- 
ley Bail  way-station- Auckland -Taranaki  Bail- 
way— Torpedo  Boat  for  the  Bluff— Addington 
Workshops— Mr.  Gisbome's  Book  on  New  Zealand 
—North  Island  Trunk  Bail  way— Public  Works 
Statement  — Bankruptcy  Bill— Police  Offences 
Bill.  

Mr.  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock  p.m. 
Pbayebs. 

BLUFF-INVERCARGILL  RAILWAY 

TARIFF. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  for  PuWio 
Works,  If  he  is  aware  of  the  anomalous  nature 
of  the  railway  tariff  hetweon  Bluf!  and  Inver- 
cargill ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  take  steps  f^  its 
rectification  ?  He  might  state  that  some  years 
ago  the  rates  charged  on  goods  carried  on  the 
railway  between  the  BluS  and  Invercargill 
were  fixed  on  the  basis  of  ships'  measurement, 
which  was  quite  contrary  to  the  practice 
unifonnly  adopted  on  other  sections  of  the 
railways  of  the  colony.  The  effect  of  this 
anomalous  and  pernicious  practice  was  very 
unfair,  and  bore  most  heavily  on  the  business 
people  of  Invercargill ;  but,  though  it  had  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  successive  Gk>vem- 
ments,  no  remedy  had  yet  been  applied.  He 
would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  by 
making  many  general  remarks  on  the  subject, 
but  he  would  jiist  mention  one  case,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which  had  been  forwarded*to  him, 
as  illustrative  of  the  unfairness  of  the  system. 
Some  packages  of  tubs  and  buckets  arrived 
at  the  Bluff  from  Wolverhampton,  and  the 
charge  for  freight  to  the  Bluff  was  £1  5s.  6d. 
According  to  the  ordinary  tariff  on  the  rail- 
ways of  the  colony  it  would  have  cost  78.  9d. 
for  freight  on  the  railway  to  Invercargill,  the 
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actual  dead -weight  being  17cwt.  2qr.  181b.; 
but  the  goods  were  reckoned,  by  *•  measure- 
ment," at  5  tons  lOcwt.  2qr.,  and  the  importer 
was  charged  £3  10s.  6d.  for  their  conveyance 
from  the  Bluff  to  Invercargill.  That  was  to 
say,  as  much  was  charged  under  this  special 
rate  for  carrying  the  goods  from  the  Bluff  to 
Invercargill  as  would  have  been  charged  under 
ordinary  rates  for  carr}ing  them  two  or  three 
hundred  miles  along  the  main  line  of  the  rail- 
way. It  was  even  said  that  the  same  goods 
could  bo  brought  from  Lyttelton  to  Invercargill 
more  cheaply  than  they  could  be  brought  from 
the  Bluff  to  Invercargill,  a  distance  of  twenty 
miles.  Ho  would  not  detain  the  House  longer, 
but  he  thought  the  matter  demanded  attention, 
and  therefore  he  had  put  the  question. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON,  in  reply,  said  if  the 
honourable  gentleman,  when  giving  notice  of 
this  question,  had  put  on  the  Paper  a  short 
account  of  the  particular  matter  to  which  be 
had  now  called  attention,  he  might  have  been 
able  to  reply  to  him  as  regarded  that  particular 
case.  The  honourable  gentleman  referred  to 
the  charges  on  the  Bluff-Invercargill  line  as 
being  anomalous:  but  the  fact  was  that  the 
same  rule  obtained  on  all  port  lines  in  the 
colony;  and  it  had  been  found  that  a  very 
great  saving  of  time  and  also  of  trouble  was 
brought  about  in  favour  of  the  merchants  by 
adopting  the  ships'  measurement  in  making 
charges  for  the  carriage  of  goods  on  the  port 
lines.  Speaking  generally,  he  was  convinced 
that  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  abolish  the 
system  at  present  in  force ;  but,  if  any  parti- 
cular point  were  brought  before  him  in  which 
there  might  be  amendments  of  the  system  with 
advantage,  he  would  be  most  happy  to  give  it 
consideration. 

RAILWAY  SLEEPERS. 
Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
\yorks,  Whether  the  process  of  creosoting  native 
timber  railway  sleepers  has  been  tested  ;  and,  if 
so,  with  what  result  ?  He  might  state  that  in 
1882  he  brought  this  matter  before  the  House 
in  the  shape  of  an  objection  to  the  conditions 
attached  to  the  contract  for  creosoting  sleepers. 
His  objection  on  behalf  of  saw-millers  in  the 
district  in  which  he  resided  was  that  it  was  not 
fair  to  expect  them,  for  the  sake  of  a  contract 
for  the  supply  of  60,000  sleepers,  to  start,  as 
they  would  have  to  do,  creosoting  works,  the 
plant  in  connection  with  which  would  cost  two 
or  three  thousand  pounds.  He  believed  that  it 
was  in  consequence  of  his  interference  at  that 
time  that  the  contract  had  fallen  through.  It 
was  then  pointed  out  that  the  cost  of  creosoting 
sleepers  was  only  two  or  three  pence,  and  that 
the  sleepers  themselves  could  bo  gt)t  for  Is. 
to  Is.  6d.  each.  Since  that  time  an  enormous 
number  of  sleepers  had  been  imported  from 
abroad, 'and  it  was  because  of  that  circum- 
stance that  he  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper.  The  honourable  member  for  Dimedin 
Central  had  anticipated  him  slightly — although 
his  (Mr.  Joyce's)  question  was  given  notice  of 
first— by  his  question  of  the  previous  day  ;  but 
ho  nevertheless  desired  to  put  his  question  now, 
Mr,  Joyce 


in  order  to  give  prominence  to  the  subject,  and 
to  express  the  view  that  they  should  not  con- 
tinue to  import  sleepers.  A  most  experienced 
man  in  Dimedin  had  expressed  the  opinion,  in 
a  letter  to  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham,  which  that  honourable  gentleman  had 
been  good  enough  to  place  in  his  hands,  that 
the  colony,  instead  of  importing  sleepers, 
should  be  a  large  exporter  of  sleepers ;  and  ho 
believed  that,  were  the  creosoting  system  pro- 
perly brought  into  practice,  the  colony  would  _ 
be  able  to  largely  export  sleepers.  It  was  for 
the  purpose  of  eliciting  from  the  Minister  for 
Publio  Works  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  Government  should  not  take  upon 
itself  the  work  of  creosoting — instead  of  leaving 
it  to  the  saw-millers,  for  it  was  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent branch  of  business  from  their  own — that 
he  put  the  question  standing  in  his  name. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON,  m  reply,  said  that 
he  hoped,  for  the  sake  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber himself,  that  the  statement  he  had  just 
made,  that  it  was  owing  to  his  interference 
that  the  contract  for  the  supply  of  50,000 
sleepers  had  broken  down,  was  not  correct; 
because  in  the  ordinary  course,  owing  to  that 
failure,  the  sureties  were  now  being  sued  for 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  on  their  bonds. 
The  honourable  gentleman,  in  putting  the 
question,  had  introduced  another  matter  of 
much  more  importance  than  that  referred  to 
in  the  question  on  the  Paper,  and  that  wa8» 
whether  the  Government  were  prepared  to 
take  in  hand  the  work  of  creosoting  timber. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question 
just  now ;  but,  as  to  the  question  of  whicli 
notice  had  been  given,  the  answer  he  had  to 
give  was  in  the  affirmative,  and  that  the  result 
was  satisfactory. 

Mr.  JOYCE  might  be  permitted  to  explain 
that  the  extent  of  his  interference  would  be 
found  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  if  he  re- 
ferred to  Hansard  of  1882,  Vol.  xuii.,  page  817. 
The  honourable  gentleman  would  derive  some 
useful  information  on  the  subject  if  he  looked 
at  the  report  of  what  then  took  plsLce. 

KAWAKAWA-HOKIANGA  RAILWAY. 

^Ir.  HOBBS  asked  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works,  Whether  ho  will  have  a  detailed  survey 
made  of  the  railway  route  from  Kawakawa  to 
Hokianga  ?  He  would  like  to  add  the  words» 
*'  during  the  ensuing  recess." 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that,  in  answer 
to  the  question  on  the  Paper,  he  had  to  say  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works  presently  to  have  this  line  surveyed,  no 
doubt ;  but  he  could  not  promise  the  honour- 
able member  that  it  would  bo  done  during  tihe 
coming  recess. 

REEFTON  VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr.  MENIEATH  asked  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence, Whether  it  is  his  intention  to  permit  the 
formation  of  a  country  corps  of  Volunteers  at 
Reef  ton,  in  the  Inangahua?  As  the  question 
of  national  defence  had  been  before  the  House 
and  the  country  for  discussion  on  several  occa- 
sions, perhaps  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  if 
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be  showed  that  the  grantuig  of  this  application 
would  materially  add  to  the  strength  of  their 
national  defences.  Most  of  the  corps  at  present 
in  existence  in  New  Zealand  were  drawn  from 
agricnltural  districts,  or  districts  which  fringed 
the  seabockrd.  In  the  event  of  any  attempt  at 
inTasion,  those  corps  could  not  be  readily  shifted 
from  their  localities  to  any  distant  point,  they 
being  to  a  great  extent  tied  to  their  homes,  and 
being  married  men  with  families;'  and  there 
were  very  few  corps  in  the  colony  available  for 
reserves,  who  could  be  moved  from  the  places 
where  they  were  raised  and  shifted  to  a  point 
along  the  seaboard.  He  would  point  out  that 
a  corps  formed  exclusively  of  miners  would  be 
the  best  corps  and  the  most  easily  mobilized 
that  New  Zealand  could  have.  They  were  a 
splendid  body  of  men,  reaored  among  the  moun- 
tains, accustomed  to  the  hardest  of  labour ; 
and  they  also  had  this  advantage  over  agricul- 
turists  

Mr,  SPEAKER  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber was  introducing  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  BAUjANCE  replied  that,  without  ques- 
tioning the  superiority  of  miners  as  material 
for  Volunteers,  he  would  state  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  considered  this  matter,  and  wore  not 
prepared  to  accept  the  services  of  this  corps  at 


MOSGIEL  STONE  QUARRY. 

Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  Government 
having  obtained  possession  of  the  stone  quarry 
at  Mosgiel,  he  will  make  such  arrangements  as 
wili  enable  local  bodies  in  the  neighbourhood 
to  obtain  road  metal  at  a  reasonable  rate ;  or 
whether  he  would  be  willing  to  set  aside  a 
portion  of  the  quarry  for  the  use  of  the  local 
bodies  under  such  rules  as  shall  be  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole?  He  was  advised  by 
letter  that,  in  consequence  of  the  Government 
having  taken  possession  of  this  quarry,  the 
price  the  people  now  had  to  pay  for  metal  at 
Mosgiel  was  practically  the  same  as  if  they  had 
to  briDg  it  all  the  way  from  Logan's  Quarry, 
nearly  twenty  miles  away. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  was  sorry  to  say 
that  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  give  the  honour- 
able gentleman  the  answer  he  wished  for.  The 
railway  required  a  large  amount  of  ballast; 
the  Grovemment  had  become  possessed  of  this 
qnany,  and  they  must  conserve  the  supply  for 
tiieir  own  use. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  there  was  no  other  quarry 
from  which  the  public  could  get  a  supply. 

Mr.  £.  RICHARDSON  said  that  of  course,  if 
there  was  any  serious  difficulty  caused  in  the 
district  by  the  action  of  the  Government,  they 
should  be  very  glad  to  consider  the  question. 

FLOODS. 
Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  will, 
during  the  recess,  prepare  a  Public  Works  Act 
Amending  Bill  containing  clauses  to  meet  the 
difficulties  that  at  present  exist  in  regard  to 
farmers  protecting  themselves  from  damage  by 
floods?  Enormous  damage  was  periodically 
done  in  the  destruction  ol  grain  by  the  over- 
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flowing  of  creeks,  and  at  the  present  time  the- 
law  was  in  such  a  state  that  a  man  was  not 
in  a  position  to  protect  himself  from  this.  He 
hoped  the  Government  would  see  their  way^ 
by  putting  a  clause  in  the  Public  Works  Act,, 
to  remedy  this. 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  the  Government  re- 
cognized the  necessity  of  something  being  done 
to  prevent  the  overflow  of  creeks  and  large 
streams ;  and  during  the  recess  the  Govern- 
ment  would  consider  how  this  could  best  bo 
set  about.  He  knew  that  in  the  honourable 
gentleman's  district  a  great  deal  of  damage 
had  been  sustained,  and  that  the  County 
Council  refused  to  do  anything,  while  private 
individuals  were  unable  to  protect  themselves. 

BULLER  CROWN  LANDS. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Premier,  Whether 
the  Government  is  aware  that  a  large  area 
of  Crown  lands  northward  of  the  ]£bramea 
River,  in  the  BuUer  County,  has  been  omitted 
from  valuation,  and,  in  consequence,  that  the 
county  named  has  been  deprived  of  revenue 
under  **  The  Crown  and  Native  Lands  Rating 
Act,  1882 ;  "  and  also  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  remedy  the  omission,  and  refund 
the  rates  unpaid  and  accruing  upon  the  said 
Crown  lands?  An  oversight  or  blunder  had 
occurred  that  had  deprived  the  Buller  County 
Council  of  a  considerable  portion  of  their 
revenue;  and  he  thought  justice  ought  to  be 
done,  as  the  Council  was  struggling  under 
difficulties  to  provide  roads  over  a  large  dis- 
trict, and  it  was  unfair  that  it  should  bo  de- 
prived of  its  revenues. 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  it  was  true  that 
some  Crown  lands  had  been  exempted  from 
valuation.  This  was  apparently  done  by  mis- 
take of  the  County  Clerk,  who  was  appointed 
valuer,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands 
had  also  overlooked  it.  The  error  would  be 
rectified,  and  the  county  would  not  suffer. 

ROUNDHILL  RAILWAY- SIDING. 

Mr.  GILLIES  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  cause  a  railway-siding  to  be  provided 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  settlers  round 
about  the  Roundhill  District,  on  the  Tuapeka 
line  ?  He  wished  to  expresi?  his  regret  at  being 
forced  to  put  such  a  question  on  the  Order 
Paper.  It  was  to  be  regretted  that  members 
should  be  compelled  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  in  asking  questions  of  this  sort;  but 
when  he  informed  the  House  that  since  he 
came  up,  two  months  ago,  he  had  been  en- 
deavouring to  get  from«the  Public  Works  De- 
partment the  information  which  was  here 
asked  for,  and  had  up  to  this  moment  failed,, 
he  thought  honourable  members  would  at  once 
see  that  ho  was  justified  even  in  taking  up  thoir- 
time  in  asking  such  a  question  as  this. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  did  not  know  what 
the  honourable  member  meant  at  all.  If  the 
honourable  member  came  to  him  and  asked  for 
information,  he  would  give  it  at  once,  or  at  all 
events  procure  it.  Precisely  the  same  question 
was  asked  him  some  time  ago  by  the  honour^ 
able  member  for  Tuapeka,  and  the  answer  ha 
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gave  then  was  the  one  he  would  give  now.  At 
the  particular  locality  to  which  this  question 
referred  the  gradients  were  so  steep  that  it  was 
not  safe  to  put  a  siding  there.  The  lives  of 
the  public  must  be  considered,  and  it  was  not 
safe  to  put  a  siding  there. 

Mr.  6B0WN  was  not  aware  of  having  put 
the  same  question.  He  had  called  upon  the 
head  of  the  department,  Mr.  Maxwell,  jointly 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce,  and  he 
received  a  letter  from  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  on  the  subject,  which  he  at  once  handed 
over  to  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce. 

Mr.  GILLIES  explained  that  it  was  not  in 
reference  to  the  ^linister  for  Public  Works  that 
he  complained  so  much  as  with  reference  to 
the  department.  He  hod  often  heard  it  said 
that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  an  answer 
from  the  Public  Works  Department.  He  was 
quite  content  to  bo  told  that  the  work  was  not 
to  be  done.  If  that  were  the  case,  his  time 
would  be  saved ;  but  it  was  too  bad  to  be  kept 
trotting  down  to  that  big  building  day  after  day 
in  regard  to  a  simple  matter  of  this  kind,  even 
after  waiting  on  a  Minister,  and  then  to  find 
that  a  reply  had  been  given  in  writing  more 
'  than  a  week  ago  to  another  member  altogether. 
That  state  of  matters  showed  to  him  that  the 
department  was  no^  in  a  right  state.  With 
regard  to  the  merits  of  the  question  itself,  he 
had  to  say  that  this  particular  district  was 
sadly  in  need  of  a  railway  -  siding.  He  had 
always  understood  that  the  railways  existed  for 
the  convenience  of  the  country  settlers,  and  to 

fet  produce  to  market  cheaply.  But,  simply 
ecause  it  was  not  very  convenient  for  the  de- 
partment that  a  siding  should  be  made  in  this 
neighbourhood,  therefore  no  siding  whatever 
was  to  be  made,  or,  at  any  rate,  no  answer  was 
given  to  him.  This  particular  siding  was  greatly 
needed.  It  would  be  a  convenience  to  a  great 
many  settlers  in  that  district,  which  was  a  very 
poor  one,  and  he  thought  some  consideration 
should  be  given,  not  only  to  those  settlers,  but 
to  those  in  the  district  represented  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Tuapeka. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  could  not  allow  the 
statements  of  the  honourable  member  to  pass 
without  saying  a  word  or  two.  When  he  was 
previously  Minister  for  Public  Works  there 
was  a  rule  strictly  in  force  that  members  of 
the  House  should  communicate  with  the  de- 
partment only  through  the  Minister.  Now,  he 
had  found,  since  he  resumed  office  the  other 
day,  that  this  rule  had  been  departed  from 
altogether.  In  the  Public  Works  Department 
there  were  practically  four  permanent  heads ; 
and  he  found  that  members  had  got  ac- 
customed— he  did  not  say  so  offensively — to 
communicate  with  all  four  heads  of  the  de- 
partment,  and  it  was  only  when  a  member  got 
an  answer  that  he  deemed  imsatisfactory  that 
the  member  came  to  the  Minister  to  complain, 
and  thus  the  Minister  knew  what  was  going 
on.  He  hoped  honourable  members  would 
agree  with  him  when  he  said  that  it  would  be 
much  more  in  the  interests  of  public  business 
il>  in  future,  this  practice  were  somewhat  cur- 
tailed. 

Mr,  E,  Richardson 


Mr.  GILLIES  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House.  He  wished  to  point  out  that  in  this 
particular  case  he  had  gone  to  the  Minister,  so 
that  he  had  observed  the  rule  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  entirely  approved  of  the 
rule  laid  down  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works;  and,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  not 
dream  of  going  to  the  departmental  officers 
bofore  speaking  to  the  Minister.  But  he  would 
like  to  say  that  his  experience  was  that  it  was 
not  of  the  slightest  use  to  go  to  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works.  He  had  himself  brought  up 
questions  of  a  character  similar  to  this,  requir- 
ing some  immediate  reply.  He  had  written  to 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  and  drawn  his 
attention  personally  to  the  matter,  and  yet  he 
had  not  even  got  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
letter.  Now,  every  honourable  member  knew 
that  he  was  continually  pressed  by  his  con- 
stituents or  by  the  public  to  get  information 
about  particular  matters,  and,  if  he  could  get 
even  an  unfavourable  reply,  he  could  forward 
that,  and  so  show  that  he  had  not  neglected 
the  thing.  They  did  not  expect  to  have  eveiy 
request  acceded  to ;  but,  at  all  events,  it  was  a 
matter  of  ordinary  courtesv  to  answer  a  mem- 
ber's letter  and  tell  him  whether  a  thing  could 
be  done  or  not ;  and,  if  not,  why  not.  Then 
the  member  could  acquit  himself  to  his  cor- 
respondents. But  he  (Mr.  Wakefield)  must 
say  that  he  thought  honourable  members  were 
justified,  when  they  could  not  get  any  answer 
at  all  from  the  Minister,  in  going  to  some 
businesslike  and  prompt  officer  of  the  depart- 
ment and  saying  to  him,  "  For  goodness*  ssJce, 
get  this  matter  settled  for  me,  in  order  that 
I  may  answer  my  letters.'*  He  had  never 
been  able  to  get  any  answer  from  the  Public 
Works  Minister  to  any  application  he  made. 
He  had  never  gone  to  any  official  of  the  de- 
partment; but  one  was  very  much  tempted 
to  do  so  when  he  could  not  get  an  answer,  and 
when  he  was  constantly  reminded  of  matters  by 
letter  and  telegram,  and  the  persons  sending 
them  could  not  understand  why  they  got  no 
answers  to  their  applications. 

^Ir.  SEDDON  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Selwyn  was  rather  harsh  with  regard  to 
the  ^linister  for  Public  Works. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  did  not  refer  to  the 
present  Minister  particularly. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  if  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn  had  stated  that  he  did  not 
refer  to  the  present  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
he  (Mr.  Seddon)  should  not  have  got  up  in  his 
place  to  say  a  word.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  had  only  been  six  weeks  in  office,  and 
there  were  something  like  one  hundred  and 
forty  legislators  in  New  Zealand,  and  when- 
ever he  (Mr.  Seddon)  went  to  see  the  Alinis- 
ter  he  was  told  there  were  four  or  five  deep 
waiting  to  see  him.  Then,  there  were  four 
departmental  heads  to  whom  the  T^rinister  had 
to  refer  matters,  and  they  had  to  send  to  other 
parts  of  the  colony  for  information.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  remarks  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  would  apply  to  the 
present  Minister :  his  experience  of  the  Minis- 
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ter  was  that  he  was  very  prompt  in  answering. 
Although  on  many  occasions  he  did  not  like 
the  answers  which  were  given  to  him,  still  ho 
conld  not  complain  of  their  not  heing  prompt 
and  to  the  pomt.  Seeing  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn  did  not  apply 
to  the  present  Minister  for  Public  Works,  he 
(Bfr.  Seddon)  had  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  JOYCE  might  say,  in  reference  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Minister  for  Public  Works, 
that  for  some  time  past  the  impression  on  his 
mind  was  that,  in  matters  of  detail,  honourable 
members  went  to  the  heads  of  the  department 
to  avoid  giving  the  Minister  needless  trouble 
and  vexatious  annoyance.  He  now  learned  dif- 
ferently ;  but,  in  adopting  the  plan  spoken  of 
by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works,  Ministers 
would  bring  upon  themselves  an  amount  of 
worry  and  trouble  of  which  they  hsid  very  little 
conception.  Every  honourable  member  must 
know  that  on  scores  of  matters  he  had  gone 
to  the  department  instead  of  to  the  Minister 
direct,  not  deeming  them  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  trouble  the  Minister.  He  did  not 
think  that,  on  such  a  small  matter  as  a  siding, 
an  honourable  member  should  go  to  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works. 

Captain  RUSSELL  quite  agreed  with  what 
had  fallen  from  the  honourable  member  for 
Awaroa.  He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  Under- 
Secretaries  to  protect  Ministers  as  much  as 
possible  from  being  inundated  by  applicants 
with  reference  to  small  matters  of  detail.  He 
was  sorry  to  say  that  the  House  haid  got  into  a 
very  bad  practice  of  late — that  of  debating  sub- 
jects which  were  put  on  the  Order  Paper  in 
the  form  of  questions.  This  happened  almost 
every  day,  because  honourable  members  knew 
that  they  would  have  no  change  of  having  the 
subject  discussed  by  giving  notice  of  motion. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  this  was  a  question  of 
no  confidence  in  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
and  in  the  department  administered  by  that 
honourable  gentleman ;  and,  if  he  was  of  a  par- 
ticularly sensitive  nature,  he  would  request  eji 
adjournment  of  the  House  and  immediately 
retire  from  office.  They  would  then  have  to 
look  about  for  another  Minister.  He  (Captain 
Russell)  did  not  know  that  it  would  not  be  a 
good  thing  to  turn  them  all  out,  but  he  objected 
to  Ministers  being  individualized  in  expressions 
of  no  confidence. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

MAHURANGI  LIME. 

Mr.  T.  THOMPSON  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  the  Government  intend  to 
give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Pub- 
lic petitions  Committee  on  the  petition  of  J. 
Wilson  and  Co.,  of  Auckland,  re  Mahurangi 
hydraulic  lime  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  in  this  case  was  that  a  bonus  of 
£3,000  should  be  given.  The  Public  Works 
Department  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
lime  was  good,  and  would  use  it,  if  practicable  ; 
but  the  Government  were  not  prepared  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  a  bonus,  because  several 


other  firms  in  different  parts  of  the  colon 
would  be  equally  entitled  to  bonuses. 

KAITANGATA  AND  TUAKITOTO  LAKES. 

Mr.  GILLIES  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  take  steps  to  remedy  the  seriouB 
damage  caused  to  settlers  along  the  Kaitangata 
and  Tuakitoto  Lakes  by  the  flooding  of  those 
lakes  in  wet  weather,  and  by  the  overflow  of 
the  Clutha  River  when-  it  is  flooded  by  snow 
water;  or,  if  not,  will  they  bring  in  a  Bill 
next  session  vesting  these  lakes,  and  adjoining 
unsold  Crown  lands,  in  the  County  Council  of 
Bruce,  so  as  to  enable  the  local  authorities  to 
deal  with  these  evils  themselves  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  might  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  recognize  any  responsibility  in 
the  matter.  A  survey  had  been  made  of  the 
lake,  and  the  general  results  had  worked  out 
as  follows :  For  an  expenditure  of  £7,000  on  a 
large  relief-channel,  with  flood-gates,  an  area 
of  something  over  four  thousand  acres  of  pri- 
vate lands  would  be  improved  in  value  to  the 
extent  of  about  £4,000 ;  and  also  that  an  area 
of  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  acres  of 
Crown  lands  would  be  reclaimed,  and  that  area 
was  estimated,  if  so  reclaimed,  to  be  worth 
about  £6,000:  total  estimated  benefits,  say, 
£10,000.  He  might  say,  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  vesting  those  lakes  in  the  County  Coun- 
cil, that  was  a  subject  which  the  Government 
would  take  into  consideration  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  the  session.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  do  so  now,  but  during  the  recess  they  would 
give  it  full  consideration,  and  would  be  pre- 
pared to  recommend  some  course  to  be  taiken 
next  session. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will,  next  session,  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  reform  the  constitution  of  the  Legislative 
Council  in  such  a  manner  as  to  limit  the  time 
for  which  a  member  of  that  House  shall  hold 
his  seat  ? 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  Government  recognized 
the  importance  of  this  question,  and,  judging 
from  the  way  in  which  the  question  was  put, 
the  honourable  gentleman  seemed  to  believe 
that  a  reform  of  the  Legislative  Council  was 
desirable.  The  Government  agreed  that  per- 
haps something  should  be  done  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  matter  would  receive  consideration, 
during  the  recess. 

PEMBROKE  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  FERGUS  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  he  will  cause  the  tele- 
phone line  to  be  extended  from  Pembroke  to 
Hawea  Flat  and  Cardrona  ? 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  the  cost  would  be 
altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  revenue 
deiived.  Therefore  the  Government  could  not 
see  their  way  to  agree  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
honourable  member. 

ASHLEY  RAILWAY-STATION. 
Mr.  PEARSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  Ashley  Railway-station  return 
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of  goods  and  passengers  is  not  sufficient  to 
justify  him  in  placing  a  person  in  charge  of 
that  station  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  examined 
the  matter  carefully,  and  could  not  see  his 
way  to  comply  with  the  request. 

AUCKLAND-TARANAKI  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether,  in  the  event  of  the  central 
route  for  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Rail- 
way being  adopted,  the  Government  will  under- 
take to  cause,  during  the  recess,  a  complete 
survey  to  be  made  of  the  best  line  to  connect 
Auckland  with  Taranaki  by  means  of  a  branch 
railway  from  the  central  line?  The  import- 
iance  of  connection  between  Auckland  and 
Taranaki  was  recognized  in  the  House,  and 
oertainly  throughout  the  two  provincial  dis- 
tricts. This  question  had  also  a  great  deal  of 
importance  with  reference  to  the  debate  at 
present  pending  in  the  House,  and  especially 
oonsidenng  the  preponderance  of  South  Island 
members  in  the  Ministry;  and  he  trusted  the 
reply  given  to  it  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  would  be  a  distinct,  clear,  and  definite 
one,  such  as  would  leave  no  doubt  on  the 
minds  of  honourable  members  in  proceeding 
with  that  debate. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  was  not  going 
to  enter  into  any  debatable  question  now.  In 
reply  to  the  question,  he  had  to  state  that  pro- 
baoly  this  afternoon  a  decision  would  be  come 
to  in  reference  to  the  route  of  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway,  and,  if  that  decision  was  in  the 
direction  in  which  he  expected  it  would  be, 
then,  when  this  line  was  undertaken  and  in 
course  of  construction,  it  wsks  his  desire  and 
intention  to  have  a  survey  made  of  a  line  in 
the  direction  indicated  by  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

TORPEDO  BOAT  FOR  THE  BLUFF. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  of  Defence, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Bluff  was  recog- 
nized by  the  Direct  Steam  Service  Committee 
of  1882  as  one  of  the  chief  ports  of  the  colony ; 
and,  if  so,  will  he,  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  obtain  a  torpedo  boat  to  be  stationed 
there  ?  He  understood  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Government  to  provide  a  torpedo  boat  for 
each  of  what  were  called  the  four  great  ports  of 
the  colony.  He  felt  that  the  Bluff  ought  to  be 
recognized  in  the  same  manner,  as  one  which 
was  entitled  to  the  protection  afforded  by  a 
torpedo  boat. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  might  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  aware  that  the  Bluff  was  recognized 
Tiy  the  Direct  Steam  Service  Committee  as  one 
of  the  chief  ports  of  the  colony ;  but  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  Government  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  to  add  to  the  torpedo  fleet.  The 
honourable  gentleman  was  perhaps  aware  that 
the  Imperial  Government  had  lately  expressed 
an  intention  of  making  a  contribution  to  the 
defence  of  Australia.  He  presumed  New  Zea- 
land was  also  included  in  t^at  proposition.  It 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  con- 
-sider  the  whole  subject  of  defence  during  the 
Mr,  Pearson 


recess,  in  connection  with  the  proposal  which 
the  Imperial  Government  had  made  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  DARGAVILLE  wished  to  know  whether 
the  Government  had  any  specific  information^ 
further  than  what  appeared  in  the  telegrams 
published  in  the  papers,  confirming  the  state- 
ment that  the  Imperial  Government  were  goin^ 
to  expend  the  sum  mentioned ;  because  he  ajid 
others  were  under  the  impression  that  the  state- 
ment was  a  mistake,  as  such  a  course  as  it 
would  seem  to  indicate  was  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  policy  pursued  by  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment towards  the  colonies. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Government  had 
no  direct  information  on  the  subject,  and  had 
accepted  the  statement  in  the  papers  to  be 
correct  as  far  as  it  went. 

ADDINGTON  WORKSHOPS. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE  asked  the  ^linister  for  Public 
Works,  If  it  is  true  that  the  Government  have 
given  notice  of  dismissal  to  a  large  number  of 
workmen  from  the  Addington  Workshops  ?  He 
had  received  a  telegram  stating  that  a  number 
of  the  best  workmen,  who  had  been  for  a  long 
time  in  the  employment  of  the  Government, 
had  received  one  week's  notice  of  dismissal ; 
and,  seeing  that  it  was  only  the  other  day  that 
the  Grovernment  had  to  find  work  for  a  con- 
siderable number  of  unemployed,  he  hoi>ed  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  would  give  an  ex- 
planation of  the  action  taken  by  the  depart- 
ment in  this  instance. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that,  when  he 
received  notice  of  this  question,  he  at  the  some 
time  received  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Holmes, 
the  member  for  Christchurch  South,  and  he 
put  himself  in  communication  with  the  de- 
partment down  there  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
tacts  of  the  case.  It  appeared  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  work  had  been  completed, 
and  that,  consequently,  twenty-seven  employ^ 
had  received  notice.  Some  of  these  men  had 
been  employed  for  a  few  months,  some  since 
1881,  some  since  1882,  and  some  since  1883. 
He  could  not  tell  the  honourable  gentleman 
anything  about  the  relative  merits  of  these 
particular  workmen,  but  he  perceived  that  they 
were  men  of  various  trades,  and  labourers  also. 
He  should  be  glad  to  put  the  return  in  the 
honourable  gentleman's  hands  for  inspection. 

MR.  GISBORNE'S  BOOK  ON  NEW  ZEA- 
LAND. 
Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Premier,  If  any 
arrangement  has  been  made  with  Mr.  W.  Gis- 
bome,  formerly  a  member  ot  this  House,  to 
write  a  book  on  New  Zealand ;  and,  if  so,  wbat 
is  the  character  of  the  work,  the  terms  of 
payment,  whether  annually  or  otherwise,  the 
amount  already  paid  or  now  due  for  such  ser- 
vices ;  also  if  any  advance-  or  proof-sheets  have 
come  to  hand,  how  much  of  the  book  remains 
incompleted,  when  it  is  likely  to  be  finished, 
what  its  probable  cost  may  be ;  and  by  whose 
authority  such  agreement,  with  the  date 
thereof,  was  entered  into,  and  out  of  what 
vote  is  the  money  paid  di  to  bo  paid?     The 
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book  to  which  this  question  referred,  which 
he  had  only  got  a  sight  of  that  morning,  was 
simply  one  mass  of  figures  and  extracts  from 
depaitmental  reports.  Instead  of  being  a  read- 
able book,  which  would  interest  people  to  look 
over  it,  it  was  the  very  opposite. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  could  not  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman,  who  was  introducing 
debatable  matter. 

Mr.  BROWN  could  only  repeat  that  the 
book  was  full  of  figures  taken  from  documents 
laid  upon  the  table.  If  a  large  sum  of  money 
was  going  to  be  spent  on  a  work  of  this  kind,  it 
was  a  question  whether  the  Government  ought 
to  allow  the  other  part  of  the  work  to  be  pub- 
lished. He  held  in  his  hand  a  handbook  of 
last  year  by  Dr.  Hector,  which  was  more  suit- 
able, and  would  no  doubt  answer  the  purpose 
much  better. 

Mr.  BALLANGE  might  say  that  the  whole 
information  on  this  question  had  been  laid  on 
the  table  during  the  present  session,  in  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Agent-General  (D.-2  and 
D.-3).  The  Agent-General  had  paid  for  the  work 
—up  to  the  29th  September,  1888— £260,  and 
he  understood  that  was  the  whole  of  the  money 
that  gentleman  had  contracted  to  pay  for  the 
work.  The  Agent-General,  in  the  correspond- 
ence, stated, — 

"  This  must  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
an  honorarium  rather  than  a  payment,  for  it 
could  not  be  called  adequate  remuneration  for 
the  labour  which  was  required,  and  which  has 
much  exceeded  what  I  thought  when  I  first 
asked  him  to  give  me  his  assistance  in  bring- 
ing the  handbook  out." 

Parts  I.  and  n.  had  reached  the  colony,  and 
Fart  m.  was  in  course  of  preparation.  With 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  work  itself,  he  had 
not  studied  it  very  closely,  but,  from  what  he 
had  read  of  it,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  a 
very  valuable  one.  There  was  no  doubt  that  it 
was  full  of  figures ;  but  they  seemed  to  be  re- 
markably well  arranged,  and  to  be  accurate  as 
far  as  they  went.  He  did  not  know  what  the 
work  would  be  when  it  was  completed;  but, 
judging  from  the  first  two  parts,  it  was  likely  to 
be  very  valuable,  and  was  vexy  cheap  at  the 
price. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

ADJOUBNED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— Sir,  I  feel  that  I  shall  have 
some  difficulty  in  addressing  the  House,  owing 
to  what  has  taken  place  this  afternoon.  In 
the  first  place,  I  quite  recognize  the  desire 
which  exists  amongst  honourable  members 
titat  this  debate  should  be  as  short  as  pos- 
sible ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  answer 
which  has  been  given  to  the  question  put  by 
myself  to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  has 
been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  leave  me  in  doubt 
as  to  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Goveroment 
on  what  I  consider  a  very  important  point.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  has  said  that  he  will 
cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  line  to  con- 
nect Auckland  with  Taranaki  during  the  con- 
struction of  the  central  line,  siipposing  the  line 
is  adopted ;  but  he  has  refused  to  say  whether 


a  survey  will  be  made  during  the  recess.  The 
honourable  gentleman  is,  I  believe — ^unfortu- 
nately for  the  North  Island — ^vezy  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  North  Island,  and  very  little 
acquainted  with  the  particular  district  which 
this  line  wiU  so  immediately  affect.  I  do  trust 
that  during  the  recess  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  tiie  Hon.  the  Premier  will  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  North  Island,  the 
affairs  of  which  they  will  have  to  administer, 
and  will  more  fully  appreciate  the  great  rich- 
ness of  that  Island,  and  its  great  importance 
to  the  colony  at  large.  Whilst  I  never  occupy 
veiy  much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  and  never 
address  it  unless  I  feel  that  I  am  bound  to  do 
so,  I  feel  that  I  must  say  a  few  words  respect- 
ing the  merits  of  the  Stratford  route.  I  shall 
not  imitate  the  conduct  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Thomdon.  I  shall  not  decry  the 
merits  of  the  Marton  route.  I  do  not  deny 
that  the  construction  of  a  line  by  that  route 
would  of  great  advantage  to  the  colony,  and  I 
will  not  deny  that  there  is  good  land  to  be 
opened  up  by  that  line ;  but  I  feel  that  I  should 
say  a  few  words  as  to  the  advantage  of  opening 
up  the  country  from  Stratford  by  making  a 
line  from  Te  Awamutu  to  that  place.  There  is 
in  existence  a  report,  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
minutes  of  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee 
which  sat  upon  this  subject,  but  which  did  not 
accompany  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and 
which,  I  think,  has  not  been  read  by  many 
members  of  the  House,  for  that  reason.  I  refer 
to  the  report  of  Mr.  Morgan  Carkeek,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  in  pur- 
suance of  a  motion  moved  by  myself.  That 
report  sets  forth  very  shortly  the  nature  of  the 
country  between  Te  Awamutu  and  Stratford. 
Mr.  Carkeek  is  not  a  Tajranaki  man ;  he  is  a 
Wellington  man;  and,  if  he  were  inclined  to 
show  any  strong  bias  in  the  matter,  that  bias 
would  be  in  favour  of  the  Marton  route.  Mr. 
Carkeek's  report  is  dated  the  27th  July  last, 
and  in  it  he  says, — 

"  In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  the  25th  in- 
stant, I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that 
the  country  between  Stratford  and  the  d6p6t 
on  the  Makuri  River  consists  of  good  undu- 
lating bush  land,  well  watered  by  the  Patea 
River  and  its  tributaries:  the  bush  contains 
plenty  of  rimu  and  kahikatea  timber,  of  good 
sawing  quality.  From  the  Makuri  to  the 
Mangaotuku  the  soil  is  poor,  and  the  country 
for  a  short  distance  is  rather  rough,  being  a 
najTow  steep  range  about  500ft.  high.  The 
Mangaotuku  Valley,  for  the  next  seven  oi: 
eight  miles,  consists  pal^tly  of  light  bush  and 
partly  of  open  fern  cleeirings,  of  light  but  good 
soil ;  the  fiats,  although  narrow,  are  surrounded 
by  low  hills  about  SOOfC.  high,  with  easy  side 
slopes,  covered  with  tawa  and  other  light  bush, 
easily  cleared.  For  some  distance  now,  the 
valley  is  covered  alternately  with  kahikatea 
bush  and  swampy  patches  of  scrub ;  the  hills 
on  both  sides  oeing  still  low,  and  covered 
with  light  bush  and  scrub.  The  valley  gradu- 
ally closes  in  and  becomes,  neajr  the  source 
of  the  stream,  a  mere  swampy  gully ;  the  hiUs 
also  increase  in  height  from  800ft.  to  about 
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600ft.,  ydth  steep  side-slopes  ;  so  that  here  the 
dividing  range  between  the  Mangaotuku  and 
Makahu  is  a  succession  of  razor-back  ridges, 
covered  with  black-birch.  Crossing  by  a  low 
pass  to  the  Makahu  the  country  improves,  and 
continues  good  for  some  miles  down  the  Ma- 
kahu,and  up  the  Pohukura ;  the  fiats,  although 
narrow,  are  covered  with  bush,  which  contains 
plenty  of  kahikatea  and  some  rimu  fit  for  saw- 
•ing ;  the  soil  is  good.  Towards  the  head  of  the 
Pohukura  the  country  becomes  rough,  with 
high  bush  ranges  on  both  sides,  with  steep  side 
slopes  and  gullies,  ending  in  papa-rock  clifis. 
This  country  continues  for  some  miles  to  the 
Wangamomona  Biver,  a  branch  of  the  Wanga- 
nui,  when  the  country  again  improves.  The 
Wangamomona  Valley  is  narrow;  the  soil  is 
good  on  the  flats,  covered  partly  by  manuka 
and  other  scrub,  and  partly  by  bush,  which 
contains  good  rimu,  fit  for  sawing.  From  the 
head  of  the  Wangamomona  to  Tahoraparoa 
the  country  is  broken,  consisting  of  low  hills, 
covered  with  tawa  and  other  light  bush,  and 
in  some  parts  manuka  and  other  scrub ;  the 
soil  is  not  good.  From  Tahoraparoa  to  the 
Tangarakau  the  soil  is  bad,  and  the  country 
rough,  consisting  of  razor-back  black -birch 
ranges,  divided  by  narrow  deep  gullies,  with 
stee^  sides  and  papa-rock  clifis.  The  country 
contmues  bad  up  the  Tangarakau  Kiver :  coal 
is,  however,  plentiful  here,  and  similar  to  that 
now  being  obtained  at  Mokau.  Leaving  the 
Tangarakau,  and  crossing  over  to  the  Eao,  the 
country  improves,  and  continues  good  up  the 
Ohura  River ;  but  of  this  portion  of  the  country 
you  have  a  full  report  by  Mr.  A.  Rawson." 

Now,  I  do  not  intend  to  proceed  further  on 
this  part  of  the  question  than  the  reading  of 
this  report,  which  has  not  been  brought  promi- 
nently before  honourable  members ;  but  I  wish 
to  draw  their  special  attention  to  this  fact : 
that  the  hills  in  this  part  of  the  country — 
ivhich  have  been  so  much  commented  upon 
—vary  from  800ft.  to  600ft.  in  height  only.  I 
would  ask  the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon 
to  consider  the  height  of  the  hills  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  of  Wellington,  scarcely 
one  of  which  is  less  than  600ft.  in  height ;  and 
one  of  them.  Mount  Kaka,  reaches  a  height  of 
1,466ft.,  as  shown  by  the  Surveyor -General's 
report.  When  we  hear  of  the  country  between 
Te  Awamutu  and  Stratford  being  a  hilly  and 
broken  coimtry,  honourable  members  will  recol- 
lect that  the  height  of  the  highest  hills  there 
seldom  or  never  exceeds  600ft.,  although  there 
are  certainly  a  few  higher  than  that ;  but  none 
of  them  are  so  high  as  the  one  I  have  men- 
tioned close  to  Wellington.  Sir,  the  opposition 
which  has  been  shown  by  honourable  mem- 
bers who  represent  Wellington  constituencies  is 
yery  easily  to  be  understood.  The  opposition 
which  may  be  shown  by  those  who  represent 
Hawke's  Bay  is  quite  a  different  thing ;  it  is 
more  becoming  of  them,  and  more  wori^y, 
than  that  of  the  Wellington  members.  The  in- 
terest of  the  Wellington  members  is  to  prevent 
Taranaki  from  being  united  with  Auckland: 
the  interest  of  the  Hawke's  JBay  members  is 
«  perfectly  legitimate  one  —  to  obtain  union 
Mr,  Samuel 


with  Auckland.  The  one  is  to  prevent  Taca- 
naki  from  having  access  to  its  natural  and 
proper  market,  Auckland;  the  other  is  to  ob- 
tain access  to  Auckland,  and,  by  forming  the 
Marton  line,  to  obtain  that  access  the  more 
easily.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  necessary  for 
me  to  answer  some  of  the  remarks  mado  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon,  because 
the  motives  which  prompted  him  in  making 
those  remarks  are  so  apparent.  His  argumonts 
were  so  weak  that  I  do  not  think  I  need  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House  in  replying  to  them. 
Following  as  I  do  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  upon  the  same  side  as  I  do- 
coming  as  I  do  from  a  district  which  will  be 
materially  benefited  by  the  adoption  of  the 
Stratford  route — I  do  not  think  that  anything  I 
can  say  in  favour  of  that  route  will  have  very 
great  weight  with  the  House,  and  therefore  I 
do  not  intend  to  prolong  the  debate.  I  believe 
the  construction  of  a  railway  by  the  Stratford 
route  would  be  the  means  of  opening  np 
better  country,  if  not  more  of  it — there  would 
not  be  more  of  it,  because  the  line  would  be 
much  shorter — than  would  be  opened  up  by 
adopting  the  central  route.  After  reading  and 
carefully  considering  the  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  I  fail  to  see  how  that  report  has 
been  arrived  at.  I  completely  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa.  His  statement 
to  the  House  was  so  full,  so  explicit,  and  dwelt 
so  fully  upon  those  points  that  I  should  other- 
wise have  alluded  to,  that  my  task  is  made 
a  comparatively  light  one.  I  feel,  however, 
that  I  should  not  be  doing  my  duty  were  I  not 
emphatically  to  assert  that  the  Taranaki  Dis- 
trict is  one  which  is  capable  of  supporting  a 
very  large  population.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Thomdon  and  one  or  two  honourable 
gentlemen  —  the  Premier,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
included — alluded  to  the  smallness  of  the  popu- 
lation there  as  a  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
attended  to  and  money  not  spent  in  opening  ap 
communication  with  it.  I  think  they  have 
overlooked  one  fact — ^namely,  that  the  small- 
ness  uf  the  population  is  not  to  be  considered 
so  much  as  the  capacity  of  the  district  to  sup- 
port a  large  population.  The  more  dispropor- 
tionate the  population  to  the  number  that  the 
country  is  calculated  and  able  to  support,  the 
more  necessity  there  is  for  giving  railway  oom- 
munication  to  it  and  affording  facility  for  the 
settlement  of  that  district  with  such  a  popula- 
tion as  it  may  be  able  to  support.  Therefore 
the  fact  that  the  Taranaki  District  is  thinly 
populated  in  proportion  to  its  size,  and  to  ite 
capacity  to  support  a  large  population,  is  one 
of  the  strongest  arguments  that  can  be  used 
in  favour  of  opening  it  up  and  connecting  it 
with  large  centres  and  with  markets,  and 
so  enabling  it  to  be  populated  with  snch  a 
number  of  people  as  it  can  well  support.  I 
was  sorry  to  hear  the  Hon.  the  Premier  make 
one  or  two  statements  respecting  Taranaki 
which  I  certainly  never  expected  to  hear  fall 
from  him.  Had  the  honourable  gentleman 
occupied  the  position  of  a  private  member  of 
this  House  his  remarks  would  have  been  less 
noticed;  but  any  remarks  coming  from  one 
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occapying  his  position  should  be  the  oatcome 
of  careful  thought  and  reflection,  and  be  given 
aa  calm,  impartial  criticism,  rather  than  as 
ftiguments  with  the  view  of  producing  a  result 
—  securing  a  vote  one  way  or  the  other.  I 
was  certainly  sorry  to  hear  him  allude  to  Tara- 
naki  as  having  in  the  past  had  lavished  upon 
it  public  money  very  disproportionate  to  its 
size  or  to  its  population.  These  are  state- 
ments which,  I  regret  to  say,  have  been  very 
frequently  made  in  this  House.  As  one  of 
the  three  members  representing  Taranaki  in 
a  House  consisting  of  ninety-five  members,  I 
feel  that  I  should  not  be  doing  justice  to 
the  district  I  represent  if  I  did  not  allude  to 
such  statements.  What  has  been  the  pub- 
lic money  spent  in  the  District  of  Taranaki 
so  disproportionate  to  its  size  and  popula- 
tion, which  I  have  already  said  is  small? 
We  will  begin  with  the  Constabulary.  It  is 
not  fair,  it  is  not  honest,  to  charge  the  expen- 
diture in  protecting  this  colony  from  Native 
difficulties,  keeping  the  coimtry  quiet,  and 
pacifying  the  Natives,  to  ono  particular  dis- 
trict. That  was  an  expenditure  for  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  colony,  and  it  is  not  fair  to  charge 
that  against  any  one  particular  district.  Tara- 
naki has,  from  its  first  settlement,  been  un- 
fortunate. Being  the  hotbed  of  Native  difficul- 
ties, its  progress  has  been  retarded ;  settlement 
has  been  completely  stopped ;  and  tlie  settlers 
who  remained  there,  true  to  their  British 
pluck,  unwilling  to  abandon  the  soil  which 
they  had  settled  upon,  were  continually  being 
harassed  by  the  Natives,  constantly  obliged  to 
take  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  hearths,  con- 
stantly forced  by  the  Government,  when  they 
would  have  willingly  stayed  and  protected 
themselves,  to  abandon  their  homesteads  and 
to  come  into  the  town,  and  have  frequently 
been  ruined ;  and  consequently  the  district  has 
been  kept  back.  The  statement  that  a  great 
deal  of  money  has  had  to  be  expended  in  main- 
taining the  Constabulary  and  an  armed  fprce 
la  that  district 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  did  not  refer  to  the  war  ex- 
penditure at  all.  I  referred  entirely  to  the 
harbour  and  public  works  expenditure. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — ^I  am  very  glad  to  know  that 
the  Premier  is  not  with  those  who  constantly 
throw  up  against  Taranaki  the  assertion  that  it 
has  benefited  by  the  war  expenditure.  Then, 
as  regards  pubHo  works  expenditure  :  When 
the  honourable  gentleman  comes  to  visit  that 
district,  as  I  hope  he  will  soon  do,  ho  will  find 
that  our  public  works  are  very  far  inferior  to 
those  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony,  or,  at  any 
tate,  to  those  in  any  part  of  the  South  Island. 
He  will  find  that  our  railways  have  been  con- 
structed in  a  manner  which  is  cheap,  if  not 
niggardly.  He  will  find  that  the  railway  car- 
riages are  far  inferior  to  those  in  the  South, 
and  &at  in  every  respect  our  public  works  have 
been  very  economically  constructed.  As  re- 
gards the  breakwater,  there  is  a  very  distinct 
notion  that  the  £200,000  raised  by  way  of  loan 
was  obtained  not  in  the  same  way  and  upon  the 
same  terms  as  those  upon  which  other  loans 
for  similar  works  are  to  be  raised  under  Bills 


which  have  passed  this  House  this  session,  and 
which  it  has  given  me  great  pleasure  to  vote 
for,  but  that  the  money  has  been  given  by  the 
colony  in  some  way.  That  is  not  so  at  all. 
The  only  special  advantage  that  Taranaki  has 
enjoyed  is  in  respect  of  the  25  per  cent,  of  the 
Land  Fund.  That  is  the  only  advantage  that 
has  been  received ;  and  under  that,  up  to  the 
present  date,  all  that  has  been  received  is  about 
£94,000.  And,  with  respect  to  this  Land  Fund," 
I  would  call  honourable  members'  attention  to 
tliis  fact :  that  Taranaki,  up  to  the  abolition  of 
the  provinces,  had  virtually  no  land  revenue. 
When  all  the  other  provinces  of  New  Zea- 
land were  obtaining  the  benefit  of  their 
land  revenue,  Taranaki  had  none.  The  land 
was  there,  and  good  land  it  is,  and  if  the 
people  of  Taranaki  could  have  taken  advantage 
of  it  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  to 
ask  for  anything  from  the  colony  ;  the  district 
would  have  been  quite  independent  of  any  such 
concession  as  the  House  awarded,  and  I  must 
say  generously  awarded,  to  it.  But  the  land 
was  given  away  to  military  settlers  for  nothing, 
and  these  persons  unfortunately  proved  but 
poor  settlers  in  most  instances.  Moreover,  they 
were  obliged  to  leave  their  holdings  on  account 
of  the  Native  disturbaoices  to  which  I  have 
already  alluded.  Let  honourable  members  who 
come  from  Otago  and  Canterbury,  and  even 
from  Wellington,  consider  what  would  have 
been  the  position  of  their  districts  if  they  had 
been  deprived  of  their  Land  Fund,  and  had 
to  contend  with  the  difficulties  that  have  beset 
Taranaki  from  the  outset.  They  would  not 
now  feel  that  it  was  a  very  large  thing  to  do  for 
Taranaki,  to  help  it  to  form  a  harbour  which 
not  only  supplies  local  wants,  but  will  be  a  bar- 
boUr  of  refuge  for  that  coast,  especially  when 
the  help  given  was  of  so  slight  a  character. 
Surely  the  £94,000  which  has  been  obtained  is 
not  a  very  large  amount  of  money,  and  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  benefit  of  this  work 
will  extend  throughout  the  whole  district  of 
Taranaki,  to  Patea,  Hawera,  and  the  Waimate 
Plains,  and  not  be  confined  to  New  Plymouth. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  to  favourably  compare 
this  work  with  those  that  are  going  on  or  have 
been  done  in  other  places,  and  which  are  not 
always  of  a  reproductive  character  ;  and  I  can- 
not see  that  Taranaki  has  been  treated  with 
exceptional  favour.  Take  the  case  of  this  great 
central  prison  being  erected  in  Wellington. 
That  is  a  work  which  will  cost  £82,000, 1  be- 
lieve. That  expenditure  will  not  be  reproduo- 
tive  in  any  sense,  and  I,  for  one,  am  very  sorry 
that  such  a  work  was  ever  authorized.  Then, 
there  is  being  erected  in  the  city  from  which 
the  Premier  comes  a  railway-station  which,  I 
understand,  will  cost  about  a  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion of  money. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— The  Premier  says  "  No ;"  but 
I  have  made  inquiries  of  those  acquainted  with 
the  subject,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  the 
cost  will  be  from  £225,000  to  £260,000:  but  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  that  my  information 
is  not  correct.  That,  also,  is  an  unproductive 
work.    No  doubt  it  may,  to  a  certain  extent^ 
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be  warranted  by  the  population  of  Dunedin; 
but  I  say  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  colony,  it 
is  too  large  an  amount — too  extravagantly  large 
an  amount — to  be  spent  in  such  a  work,  and 
that  the  Premier,  coming  from  Dunedin,  and 
with  that  building  before  his  eyes,  should  have 
hesitated  before  he  made  statements  as  to 
a  disproportionate  amount  of  expenditure  in 
Taranaki.  Then,  we  find  that  there  have  been 
erected  at  Oamaru  a  new  post-offico,  custom- 
house, and  Supreme  Courthouse;  and  there 
have  been  erected  in  Dunedin  large  public 
buildings,  which  the  other  day  a  member  in  an- 
other place,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the  pre- 
sent Government,  said  were  put  up  to  replace 
buildings  which  would  have  lasted  for  ten 
or  twelve  years  without  any  inconvenience 
to  the  public.  In  Wellington,  also,  we  have 
a  post-office  which  cost  over  £30,000,  and  it 
has  also  been  asserted  by  the  same  honourable 
gentleman  that  that  **is  a  gigantic  building, 
which  is  far  too  large  for  the  trade  of  the  place." 
I  could  go  on  for  hours  enumerating  instances 
of  extravagant  expenditure,  which  cannot  bene- 
fit the  colony  as  the  Taranaki  breakwater  will 
do,  but  has  been  incurred  simply  owing  to 
the  oontinual  demand  from  the  large  centres 
of  population  for  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  —  a  demand  which  I  consider  should 
not  be  too  complacently  listened  to  by  the 
House,  and  which  I  hope  will  not  continue 
to  ba  made  so  persistently  in  the  future. 
There  is  no  Supreme  or  Resident  Magistrate's 
Courthouse  in  New  Plymouth,  the  property 
of  th3  Government;  but  an  old  wooden  build- 
ing is  rented,  and  properly  so  too,  while  the 
Government  is  short  of  money  for  reproductive 
works.  There  is  not  a  telephone  within  the 
whole  District  of  Taranaki,  and  no  large  Go- 
vernment expenditure  has  taken  place  there, 
as  some  people  seem  to  think ;  and  I  feel  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  say  so,  because  I  can  do  so 
without  fear  of  contradiction.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  delay  the  House  further.  I  recog- 
nize the  expediency  of  closing  this  debate 
as  quickly  as  possible.  But  I  hope  that 
honourable  members,  especially  members  from 
tlie  South,  will  give  their  unbiassed  attention 
not  only  to  the  report,  but  to  the  evidence 
which  accompanies  it.  I  look  upon  the  evi- 
dence in  favour  of  the  Stratford  route  as  being 
much  stronger  than  that  in  favour  of  the  cen- 
tral route,  and  I  think  if  honourable  members 
look  at  the  evidence  they  will  find  it  to  be  so  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  feel  that,  were  I  to  deal 
with  the  different  poitits  on  which  I  rely,  the 
House  would  lose  patience,  and  perhaps  justly 
60,  at  this  period  of  the  session.  This  great 
public  work  ha«  been  put  oif  so  long  that 
honourable  members  would  feel  weary  and 
disgusted  were  I  to  enter  into  a  critical  exam- 
ination of  the  evidence,  although  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  do  so.  I  shall  therefore  only  ex- 
press a  hope  that  honourable  members  will 
give  their  attention  to  the  evidence  taken  by 
the  Committee — and  I  am  boimd  to  say  here 
that  the  Committee  undoubtedly  gave  great 
time  and  attention  to  the  matter,  and  dis- 
cussed it  in  a  proper  spirit,  for  which  I  am 
Jfr.  Samuel 


thankful,  though  I  cannot  agree  with  their 
decision — and  if  they  do  so  I  am  satisfied  that 
they  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the 
Stratford  line  that  is  most  likely  to  benefit  the 
colony  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  LAENACH. — The  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  seems  to  have  forgotten 
what  the  question  really  was  that  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  to  consider.  Its  duty  was  to^ 
find  out  which  would  be  the  best  line  in  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  and  I  think  it  will  be 
admitted  that  the  Committee  set  to  work  in  a 
practical  way.  In  the  first  pla.ce  they  collected 
all  the  departmental  evidence  that  it  was  pos- 
sible to  get  in  Wellington,  beginning  with  that 
of  Mr.  McKerrow,  the  Surveyor-General.  It  is 
true  that  his  evidence  was  only  of  a  secondsu^ 
character ;  but  it  was  the  best  secondary  evi- 
dence that  could  be  obtained,  because  it  was 
the  result  of  a  careful  study  of  the  reports  sent 
in  by  subordinate  surveyors.  The  Committee 
next  took  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Gill,  head  of  the 
Native  Land  Purchase  Department,  the  object 
being  to  find  out  which  route  would  open  up 
the  greatest  amount  of  Native  land  available 
for  settlement,  either  land  in  the  hands  of 
the  Natives  or  in  process  of  being  acquired  by 
the  Government.  The  Committee  also  took 
the  evidence  of  Messrs.  Blackett  and  Knorpp, 
who  had  either  made  or  sketched  plans  and 
estimates,  and  whose  evidence  was  therefore 
very  valuable.  Then,  the  Committee  took  the 
evidence  of  witnesses  who  had  personal  know- 
ledge of  ihe  country.  Now,  the  object  of  the 
Committee,  in  the  first  place,  was  to  find  out 
which  line  would  open  up  the  greatest  amount 
of  country  fitted  for  settlement,  and  be  of  most 
benefit  to  the  colony.  There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion, I  think,  that,  when  honourable  memben 
have  read  the  evidence,  the  decision  of  the 
Committee  will  be  upheld  by  the  House.  I 
cannot  conceive  that  any  gentleman  would  be 
biassed  so  far  as  to  ojppose  the  finding  of  the 
Committee  after  an  impartial  sifting  of  the 
evidence  put  before  it.  I  was  rather  surprised 
at  the  statement  of  one  honourable  member — 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay,  I 
think — that  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
bald.  I  do  not  know  what  more  was  required, 
especially  when  there  was  attached  to  the  re- 
port the  whole  of  the  evidence  that  had  been 
taken.  To  my  mind  the  report  takes  the  best 
form  possible,  and  there,  with  it,  is  the  mate- 
rial by  which  it  is  backed  up.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  detain  the  House  very  long  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter;  but  I  may  say 
this :  that  I  support  the  central  line  not  on 
account  of  the  interests  of  Auckland,  Wel- 
lington, or  Taranaki,  but  in  the  interests  of 
the  colony  ;  and  as  a  colonist  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  I  have  taken  consider- 
able trouble  in  connection  with  the  matter, 
and  therefore  I  ask  the  House  to  bear  with  me 
while  I  briefly  analyse  some  of  the  evidence 
given.  The  Committee  examined  thirty-four 
witnesses,  and  took  all  the  evidence  it  was  pos- 
sible to  take.  In  fact,  anv  honourable  gentle- 
man in  the  House  had  but  to  hint  to  any 
member  of  the  Committee  his  desire  for  any 
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ifitness  to  be  called,  and  his  wish  was  at  once 
attended  to.  The  evidence  of  Mr.  McKerrow 
went  to  support  the  central  line,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  easy  gradients,  but  on 
general  grounds,  based  on  information  sup- 
plied by  officers  of  the  department  as  to  the 
N^haracter  of  the  line  and  of  the  country ;  and 
the  Conunittoe  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
that  gentleman's  evidence  was  borne  out  by 
the  subsequent  evidence.  The  next  witness 
was  Mr.  Gill,  and  his  evidence  was  very  im- 
portant in  respect  to  the  figures  he  gave, 
-and  they  are  decisively  in  favour  of  the  cen- 
tral line.  They  went  to  show  that  on  the 
Marton-Walkato  routo  there  are  259,000  acres 
of  land  still  under  purchase  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  the  blocks  of  land  purchased  under 
the  Public  Works  Act  are  nearly  326,000  acres, 
besides  which  there  are  129,000  acres  leased  at 
a  rental  of  £13  per  1,000  acres,  that  will  be  sub- 
sequently acquired.  On  the  Stratford  route  there 
are  only  134,000  acres  purchased  under  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Act.  The  Committee  were  somewhat 
swayed  in  arriving  at  the  decision  they  did  by 
the  fact  that  there  was  admittedly  more  land 
on  the  central  route,  and  of  better  quality. 
The  next  witness  who  came  upon  the  scene  was 
Mr.  Marchant,  a  surveyor,  who  told  us  that  the 
central  line  would  open  up  two  million  acres 
in  the  Provincial  District  of  Wellington  alone. 
Kr.  Donald  Fraser,  a  farmer,  also  favoured  the 
central  line,  and  he  is  a  man  who  has  lived  some 
time  in  the  district,  and  whose  evidence,  as  a 
practical  witness,  was  entitled  to  weight  with 
the  Committee.  Then  we  had  the  evidence 
of  Wahanui,  the  great  chief.  As  far  as  I  could 
gather,  his  evidence  amounted  to  this  :  He  did 
not  much  care  for  the  central  route,  and  I 
think,  in  his  own  interest,  he  perhaps  favoured 
the  Stratford  Une.  But  his  evidence  certainly 
pointed  clearly  to  the  fact  that  the  central  line 
would  open  up  the  greatest  quantity  of  land,  and 
was  the  most  level.  He  also  stated  that  on 
portions  of  the  Stratford  line,  as  far  as  he  knew, 
there  was  perhaps  more  good  land.  We  took 
that  for  what  it  was  worth.  I  am  sure  that 
no  honourable  gentleman  who  has  taken  the 
pains  to  read  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Hochfort  can 
arrive  at  any  other  conclusion  than  that  ar- 
rived at  by  the  Committee.  Mr.  Bochfort  told 
us  that  there  was  no  doubt  in  his  mind  the 
gradients  on  the  central  lino  could  be  made 
so  as  not  to  exceed  anywhere  1  in  70.  That 
should  at  once  have  some  weight  with  honourr 
able  members,  when  it  is  remembered  that  this 
line  passes  through  country  which  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  the  best,  and  where  the  largest 
extent  of  country  fitted  for  settlement  will 
be  opened  up.  The  honourable  member  for 
Kew  Plymouth  referred  to  Mr.  Carkeek's  evi- 
dence. Now,  Mr.  Carkeek  does  not  posi- 
tively recommend  the  Stratford  route  as 
against  the  other.  He  spoke  principally  of 
the  Stratford  line,  and  his  evidence  did 
not  recommend  it  as  a  proper  line  to  make. 
From  twenty -five  miles  to  sixty  miles  he 
stated  was  worthless  country;  so  that  we  can 
hardly  say  that  Mr.  Carkeek  is  in  any  way 
in  favour  of  the   Stratford  line.     Then,  Mr. 


Knorpp  gave  evidence  in  favour  of  the  central 
line,  and  he  had  been  a  month  there  with  Mr. 
Mitchelson.  Mr.  Knorpp's  evidence  is  entirely 
in  favour  of  the  central  line.  I  now  come  to 
Mr.  Mitchelson's  evidence;  and  I  hope  that 
honourable  gentleman  will  give  an  expression 
of  his  views  on  the  subject  before  the  debate 
closes.  Although  he  did  not  state  that  he  was 
in  favour  of  the  central  line,  any  one  who 
reads  his  evidence  must  come  to  the  conclusion 
that,  although  he  is  an  Auckland  man,  yet  in 
the  interests  of  the  country  he  is  entirely  in 
favour  of  the  central  line.  Messrs.  Holmes, 
Boss,  and  Carkeek  may  all  be  said  to  have 
spoken  more  about  the  Stratford  line  than  the 
central  line,  and  yet  not  one  of  those  practical 
surveyors  recommended  it  as  a  line  to  be  made. 
Out  of  the  thirty-four  witnesses  who  gave  evi- 
dence, I  do  not  think  that  more  than  half  a 
dozen  spoke  in  reality  in  favour  of  the  Stratford 
line  ;  and  the  evidence  of  one  of  those  gentle- 
men, Mr.  Sheehan,  is  worthy  of  a  few  remarks 
from  me.  I  was  very  much  impressed  with  Mr. 
Sheehan's  evidence  when  he  first  gave  it,  and 
I  was  inclined  to  conclude  that  we  should  be 
on  the  right  track  if  we  adopted  the  Stratford 
line.  But  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  that 
gentleman's  evidence  is  not  borne  out  by  a 
single  witness  who  followed  him;  and  I  was 
not  long  in  arriving  at  the  opinion  that  we 
ought  not  to  set  much  value  upon  Mr.  Shee- 
han's  statements  as  good  practical  evidence. 
The  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East, 
Sir  George  Grey,  also  gave  evidence ;  and  it  is 
wonderful — and  I  am  very  happy  to  notice  it 
— ^how  excellently  he  remembered  the  nature 
of  the  country  on  the  Stratford  route,  although 
the  last  occasion  that  he  was  there  was  nine- 
teen years  ago,  and  the  previous  occasion 
thirty-six  years.  He  had  traversed  the  coun- 
try, in  trying  to  find  a  road  to  New  Plymouth 
from  the  north,  and  he  spoke  of  it  as  being 
excessively  broken.  I  was  a  little  surprised, 
however,  when  I  heard  him,  the  other  day,  get 
up  and  recommend  this  line  on  account  of 
the  preferable  country  in  its  neighbourhood  as 
compared  with  any  other  routo,  stating  that 
he  knew  something  of  the  other  routes,  whereas 
he  stated  positively  to  the  Committee  that  the 
Stratford  route  was  the  only  portion  of  the 
country  he  knew.  Then,  there  is  the  evidence 
of  another  important  witness — namely,  Mr. 
Bryce,  the  late  Native  Minister.  One  cannot 
read  his  evidence  without  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion that  in  his  opinion  the  central  line  is 
the  proper  one  to  make  in  the  interests  of  the 
country.  The  late  Premier,  Major  Atkiitson, 
also  gave  evidence  ;  but  he  told  us  plainly  that 
he  favoured  the  Stratford  line,  and  I  gathered, 
and  so,  I  think,  did  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, that  he  did  so  in  the  interests  of 
Taranaki.  He  admitted  that  he  had  not  been 
much  over  the  country  and  knew  nothing  of 
it,  but  he  favoured  the  Stratford  line  exclu- 
sively, as  I  thought,  in  the  interests  of  Tara- 
naki. But  we  had  a  wider  subject  to  deeJ 
with :  we  had  to  deal  with  the  interests  of  the 
colony.  It  was  not  the  interest  of  any  member 
of  the  Committee  to  take  tiie  line  far  away 
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Irom  Taranaki.  The  object  of  the  Committee 
was  to  come  to  a  finding,  whether  it  was  satis- 
factory to  the  House  or  not,  which  would  be 
i^e  best  in  the  interests  of  the  country ;  and 
that  was  what  the  Committee  did.  There 
was  another  witness,  Mr.  Donkin,  an  expert, 
an  excellent  surveyor,  who  threw  out  an  idea 
which  I  hope  the  Government  will  pay  some 
attention  to.  It  will  be  found  in  the  following 
part  of  his  evidence : — 

**  Which  line,  in  your  opinion,  would  open  up 
the  best  country  for  settlement,  and  most  of 
it? — Of  course  I  could  not  give  an  opinion 
about  the  quality  of  the  land  on  the  southern 
part  of  the  central  line  from  Tamaranui. 

"  I  understand  you  to  say  that,  if  the  central 
line  were  made,  the  interest  of  the  country 
would  be  better  served  by  making  a  branch 
from  Tamaranui  to  the  west.  Would  that  be 
better  than  making  the  Stratford  line  ? — Look- 
ing to  the  future,  I  believe  it  would." 

He  was  questioned  on  that  point,  fltnd  gave 
evidence  to  this  effect:  that  the  country  was 
very  easily  traversed  from  New  Plymouth  to 
Tamaranui,  which  is  about  160  miles  from 
Marton,  and  the  distance  from  New  Plymouth 
to  Tamaranui  would  be  fifty  or  sixty  miles. 
The  opinion  was  shared  in  by  several  members 
of  the  Committee  that,  if  the  central  lino  is 
made,  the  Government  should  lose  no  time 
in  having  a  survey  made  of  that  proposed  con- 
nection; and  if  any  honourable  member  pro- 
poses a  motion  to  that  effect  he  shall  have  my 
support.  Then,  we  have  the  evidence  of  Messrs. 
Humphries  and  Smith,  who  are  Chief  Surveyors 
in  different  parts  of  the  colony  ;  but  they  only 
spoke  on  the  evidence  of  their  subordinates, 
and  knew  nothing  of  the  country  themselves. 
The  e\'idence  of  Captain  Northcroft  has  been 
spoken  of  as  advocating  a  certain  route  as  the 
best;  but  there  is  nothing  in  his  evidence  to 
warrant  such  a  statement.  He  knows  nothing 
of  the  country  at  all.  We  examined  the 
following  departmental  witnesses :  Messrs.  Gill, 
Blackett,  Humphries,  Marchant,  and  Smith; 
and,  with  the  exception  of  two,  the  whole  of 
them  were  in  favour  of  the  central  line.  We 
examined  the  following  experts,  who  had  sur- 
veyed the  country :  Messrs.  Rochfort,  Car- 
keek,  Holmes,  and  Sicely.  Messrs.  Sicely  and 
Rochfort's  statements  were  clearly  in  favour 
of  the  central  line ;  and  the  other  gentlemen 
spoke  principally  of  the  Stratford  line  only  be- 
cause they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  other,  and 
neither  of  them  recommended  the  Stratford 
xoute  as  possessing  country  fit  for  settlement. 
One  surveyor  went  so  far  as  to  say  that  the 
country  on  the  Stratford  route  was  really  the 
most  broken  and  worthless  country  he  had 
met  with  in  the  colony.  Then,  here  is  a  notice- 
able fact :  that,  where  the  evidence  points  to 
good  land  being  on  the  Stratford  route,  it  is 
conmion  to  both  lines,  either  the  western  or 
the  central.  We  know  that  there  is  some  good 
land  about  Stratford  and  Taranaki,  but  there 
are  forty  miles  of  country. along  that  route 
which  is  really  a  terra  incognita.  Then,  we 
have  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Field,  who  speaJcs  of 
(he  land  suitable  for  settlement,  and  of  the 
Mr,  Lamach 


value  of  the  timber  upon  that  land.  He  speaks 
of  100,000  to  150,000  acres  of  black  maire  tim- 
ber being  there,  and  goes  on  to  give  the  fol- 
lowing evidence : — 

**  What  sort  of  country  is  that  ? — ^From  Mu- 
rimotu  and  Wangaehu  to  Manganui-a-te-Ao  it- 
is  principally  level,  rich  country,  beautifizlly 
timbered. 

**  What  sort  of  timber  is  it,  then  ? — ^Princi- 
pally red-pine,  rimu,  totara,  and  maire.  Th» 
maire  is  very  fine  indeed. 

"  What  proportion  is  there  of  maire  ? — ^In 
places  it  is  two-thirds  maire ;  it  depends  on 
the  situation.  The  maire  grows  principally  on 
the  slopes  of  the  hills,  where  there  are  lulls» 
and  is  scattered  about  on  the  fiats. 

"  How  far  does  that  extend,  north  and  south 
and  east  and  west  ? — I  should  say  there  is  level 
good  land  of  100,000  to  150,000  acres. 

"Interspersed  with  maire? — It  has  maire 
spread  pretty  nearly  all  over  it. 

"In  speaking  of  the  maire,  you  did  not  tell  us 
what  size  the  trees  were? — ^You  could  get  it 
any  size  you  like— from  2ft.  to  5ft.  They  ran 
very  large  indeed.  It  is  the  finest  maire  I 
know  of. 

*'  What  height  is  it  ?— 30ft.  or  40ft.  in  the 
barrel." 

Honourable  gentlemen  will  see  at  once  that 
such  timber  is  of  vast  importance,  and,  where 
you  could  get  it  30ft.  and  40ft.  high,  it  could 
be  spliced  and  jumped  as  they  join  timber  for 
masts  of  ships,  pQes,  and  other  useful  purposes. 
I  was  very  much  struck  with  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Hursthouse,  the  surveyor.  He  gave  his 
evidence  in  a  very  straightforward  manner,  and 
favoured  the  central  line.  One  could  not  help 
being  impressed  with  his  statements.  He 
spoke  as  though  he  understood  the  subject  on 
which  he  was  being  questioned.  Our  object 
was  to  come  to  an  impartial  determination  as 
to  which  line  was  the  best  to  make,  in  the 
interests  of  the  country,  and  we  took  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  trouble  to  that  end.  That 
we  may  not  have  satisfied  many  honourable 
members  I  regret,  but  at  the  same  time  I  feel 
sure  that  the  majority  of  the  House  and  the 
country  will  be  with  us  in  saying  that  we  have 
acted  rightly,  and  given  a  very  fair  and  pru- 
dent judgment  on  the  case  submitted  to  us. 

Mr.  J-  W.  THOMSON.— I  have  only  a  word 
or  two  to  say  on  this  question.  I  think  that 
the  members  from  the  Middle  Island  may  be 
looked  upon  as  occupying  to  some  extent  the 
position  of  a  jury,  in  so  far  as  this  route  is  con- 
cerned. No  doubt  two  or  three  members  from 
the  Middle  Island  have  addressed  themselves 
to  this  question ;  but  they  have  been  memben 
of  the  Conunittee,  so  that  they  are  quite  en- 
titled to  speak.  I  myself  do  not  intend  to 
speak  on  the  merits  of  this  question  of  route. 
I  intend  to  satisfy  myself  by  voting  on  the 
question,  and  I  may  say  that  I  intend  voting  in 
favour  of  the  central  route.  I  rise  simply  to 
state  that,  although  I  intend  voting  in  this 
direction,  I  do  not  consider  that  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment on  my  part  that  I  am  in  favour  of 
this  work  being  proceeded  with  at  present. 
Two  years  ago  we  passed  an  Act  authorizing  the 
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Government  to  borrow  a  million  for  this  work. 
WiBD.  this  Loan  Act  was  passed  I  looked  upon 
iha  ooontry  as  committed  to  the  work,  and  by 
deciding  this  question  of  route  the  country 
may  be  said  to  be  committed  still  further  to 
the  work.  But  in  the  Loan  Act  it  is  provided 
that  the  lino  should  first  of  all  be  surve^'ed. 
Well,  that  will  take  a  long  time — I  presume 
twelve  months  —  but,  in  addition  to  that,  I 
think  some  provision  must  be  made  for  the 
settlement  of  the  countzy.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  say  in  what  way  this  is  to  be  done.  The 
Government  may  purchase  the  adjacent  land 
bom  the  Natives,  or  they  may  perhaps  be  able 
to  mi^e  some  arrangement  with  them  by  which 
they  might  get,  say,  alternate  blocks  on  each 
tide  of  the  line.  At  all  events,  the  country 
most  be  settled.  Some  steps  must  bo  taken 
by  the  Government  towards  the  settlement  of 
this  country.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the 
Hinister  for  Public  Works  is  not  now  present, 
because,  in  replying,  he  should  take  the  op- 
portunity of  informing  the  House  as  to  what 
the  Government  intend  to  do  with  regard 
to  settling  this  peurt  of  the  country  through 
which  the  railway  will  go.  We  have  heard 
a  great  deal  in  this  House  in  time  gone  by 
zegarding  the  unearned  increment.  Now,  we 
ue  by  this  work  to  raise  the  value  of  the  land ; 
to  give  it  an  increment ;  to  increase  its  value  : 
and  who  is  to  reap  the  advantage  of  this  in- 
creased value,  or  increment,  as  it  is  called  ?  I 
say  it  is  the  State  that  is  entitled  to  it,  and  it 
18  the  State  that  should  get  whatever  increment 
thero  may  be  through  the  prosecution  of  this 
work.  I  do  not  thmk  the  settlement  of  this 
locality  should  be  left  in  a  great  measure  to 
chance.  I  do  not  think  we  should  allow  the 
Natives  to  sell  it  to  this  person  and  the  other 
in  tens  of  thousands  of  acres,  as  they  are 
almost  certain  to  do.  I  believe  it  is  only  the 
Government  that  can  settle  this  land;  and 
this  is  a  matter  we  are  all  very  much  interested 
in.  Unless  this  land  is  settled  I  do  not  see 
how  the  line  can  pay — it  cannot  possibly  pay. 
It  goes  through  what  is,  at  the  present  time 
at  all  events,  an  entirely  unsettled  and  almost 
uikaown  territory ;  and,  tmless  it  is  settled 
with  men  and  women,  the  line  cannot  possibly 
pay.  And  we  must  pay  interest  on  the  money. 
We  are  committed  to  an  expenditure  of  one 
million  on  this  line,  and  it  will  probably  cost 
a  great  deal  more  than  that — say,  a  million 
and  a  half,  or  at  least  £1,400,000.  Well,  if  we 
borrow  money  at  4  per  cent.,  it  will  cost  us,  at 
all  events,  say,  £50,000  a  year.  Three-fifths  of 
the  population  of  New  Zealand  are  located 
in  the  Middle  Island,  and  two-fifths  in  the 
Korth  Island  ;  so  that,  if  there  is  an  expendi- 
ture of  £50,000  in  the  shape  of  interest,  it 
means  that  the  Middle  Island  will  have  to  con- 
tribute £80,000  of  this,  and  the  North  Island 
£aO,000.  Although  I  am  making  these  remarks, 
I  do  not  Ynsh  to  throw  cold  water  on  the 
work.  I  look  upon  the  country  as  committed 
to  the  work ;  but  it  is  one  of  those  undertakings 
that  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  great  need  for 
huxy  about.  At  all  events,  I  ^all  be  no  part^ 
to  voting  for  the  borrowing  of  this  money  until 


I  am  assured  the  Government  have  taken  steps 
which  will  lead  up  to  the  permanent  settlement 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— In  the  few  remarks  I 
propose  to  make  on  this  question  I  will  endea- 
vour to  be  as  brief  as  possible.  But,  having 
thought  it  my  duty,  before  being  elected  to 
this  House,  to  give  considerable  prominence  to 
the  question  of  choice  of  route,  or,  rather,  to 
that  of  going  on  immediately  with  the  con- 
struction of  this  line,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say 
a  few  words  before  the  question  goes  to  the  vote. 
The  honourable  member  for  Glutha  has  touched 
upon  several  aspects  of  the  question  that  I  in- 
tended alluding  to,  so  that,  to  a  certain  extent, 
it  will  bo  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon 
those  particular  points.  First,  let  us  inquire 
whether  there  are  any  sound  reasons  for  im- 
mediately proceeding  with  this  work.  Several 
speakers  who  have  addressed  themselves  to  the 
question  have  shown  us  very  plainly  that  for- 
some  years  we  need  not  and  cannot  expect  any 
large  amount  of  traffic.  Tliey  have  shown  by 
the  traffic  between  Ghristohurch  and  Dunedin 
that,  although  tho  through  line  there  connects 
largo  centres  of  population,  the  through  traffic 
is  very  small  indeed  as  to  passengers,  and  the 
same  result  has  also  been  found  with  regard  to 
goods.  A  large  population  is  also  settled  on  the 
land  through  wluch  the  line  passes  from  Christ- 
church  to  Dunedin.  But  in  the  case  of  the 
proposed  trunk  railway  to  Auckland  we  have 
no  such  population,  and,  even  if  the  coun- 
try alongside  the  line  were  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Gtovemment,  ready  to  be  sold,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  it  would  take  some  years  before  any 
large  population  or  produce  would  be  available 
to  provide  traffic  for  the  railway.  One  of  the 
questions  that  closely  afEect  the  wisdom  or 
otherwise  of  immediately  opening  a  line  like 
this  is,  whether  the  land  can  be  at  once  ac- 
quired for  settlement.  We  are  all  agreed  it  is 
of  great  importance  to  invite  as  large  a  popula- 
tion from  outside  as  possible,  and  also  to  pro- 
vide an  investment  for  the  accumulated  earn- 
ings of  our  workmen  throughout  New  Zealand. 
If  it  were  proved  that  the  lands  in  tho  hands 
of  the  Government  were  exhausted,  if  an  im«- 
mediate,  or  at  all  events  closely  immediate, 
necessil^  existed  for  providing  more  land,  then 
I  should  say  at  once,  let  us  proceed  with  this 
line.  But  let  any  one  look  over  the  "  Crown 
Lands  Guide,"  and  he  will  see  that  there  are 
very  large  blocks  of  land  in  various  parts  of 
New  Zealand  not  yet  settled,  but  which  are 
waiting  for  population.  I  need  not  dwell  upon 
this  particular  part  of  the  question  in  the 
way  of  proving  that  it  is  so.  I  will  only  refer 
honourable  members  to  the  "  Guide"  itself.  A 
question  has  been  put,  I  think,  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Manawatu,  asking  the  Go* 
vernment  if  they  intend  to  open  for  sale  large 
blocks  of  land  which  exist  in  that  district. 
Well,  that  is  another  instance  of  what  I  find  to  • 
be  the  case  in  very  many  districts  throughout 
the  colony.  These  large  blocks  of  land  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  and  railways 
are  running  through  them  in  many  cases,  or  in 
Uieir  immediate  vicinity,  and  yet  those  rail- 
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-ways  are  paying  very  small  dividends.  Yet, 
instead  of  settling  those  lands,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  get  a  traffic  for  the  railways  which  are 
now  pa3dng  so  badly,  we  are  proposing  to  fritter 
away  money  in  constructing  this  through  line 
before  we  are  ready  for  it.  I  am  satisfied 
that,  if  the  question  is  gone  into  from  a  busi- 
ness point  of  view — and  the  business  point  of 
view  is  one  which  New  Zealand,  in  the  present 
state  of  her  finances,  cannot  afford  to  deal 
carelessly  with — it  will  be  found  that  the  posi- 
tion I  tfl^e  up  is  unassailable,  and  that  is  that 
it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  the  colony,  both 
North  and  South,  to  delay  the  construction 
of  this  railway  for  a  couple  of  years  longer. 
Another  strong  reason  which  I  had  for  taking 
up  this  view  during  the  elections  was  this :  I 
held  that,  if  the  North  Island  showed  a  proper 
amount  of  self-denial  in  this  direction,  we 
could  very  fairly  ask  our  brethren  in  the 
rSouth  to  adopt  a  similar  course.  We  have  de- 
mands from  the  Otago  District  for  the  Otago 
Central  Railway.  I  have  a  very  considerable 
amount  of  sympathy  with  the  demand  for  that 
line.  A  large  amount  of  money  has  already 
■been  spent  in  the  construction  of  what  has  not 
yet  been  turned  to  account.  Therefore  I  think 
'Otago  |is  entitled  to  sufficient  money  to  enable 
-that  Ime  to  be  carried  as  far  as  the  Upper 
Taieri.  Similarly,  with  regard  to  Canterbury, 
we  have  just  passed  a  Bill  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  that  will  give  it  com- 
munication with  the  West  Coast.  I  opposed 
that  Bill  as  strongly  as  I  could,  for  I  feel  satis- 
fied that,  instead  of  the  contention  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  coming  true — ^namely,  that 
•the  colony  would  suffer  no  loss  —  it  will  be 
just  the  reverse.  Clause  5  of  that  Bill  will 
cause  a  very  heavy  tax  to  be  put  upon  the 
colony,  because  the  working  expenses  on  the 
line  will  greatly  exceed  the  receipts  for  many 
years  to  come.  There  have  been  other  large 
'en)enditures  proposed  in  the  South  Island,  and 
I  had  hoped  that  the  North  Island  members' 
agreeing  to  postpone  the  construction  of  this 
line  for  a  couple  of  years  could  be  used  as  a 
factor  to  persuade  the  South  Island  members 
-to  stay  their  hands  and  adopt  the  course  of 
economy  which  was  started  in  1882,  when  it 
was  determined  that  not  more  than  a  million 
a  year  should  be  expended  on  public  works. 
But  what  has  occurred  since  the  commence- 
ment of  this  session  has  convinced  me,  and 
must  convince  every  honourable  member,  that 
it  is  hopeless  to  expect  any  such  thing.  The 
•numerous  proposals  for  fresh  borrowing  have 
taken  the  House  off  its  legs ;  and  now  it  has 
come  to  this :  that  it  is  simply  a  rush  to  see 
which  district  will  get  its  hand  most  deeply 
into  the  money-box.  I  am  sorry  that  it  should 
-be  so ;  but  that  is  exactly  the  position.  The 
honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bav  called 
for  a  division  the  other  evening  on  tne  ques- 
tion that  this  resolution  should  be  postf^ned 
for  six  months ;  and  that  division  showed 
most  clearly  the  opinions  of  honourable  mem- 
bers in  this  House :  so  that,  as  I  said  before, 
.-.any  hope  I  had  of  staying  the  hand  of  the 
-House  for  a  couple  of  years  in  the  construction 
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of  this  line  has  been  practically  settled.  I  wOl 
now  address  myself  more  particularly  to  the 
question  of  route.  The  facts  which  have  coma 
out  by  means  of  the  evidence  given  before  the 
Committee  have  amply  proved  what  I  stated 
with  regard  to  the  central  route  before  the 
beginning  of  this  session.  It  has  proved  this : 
that,  although  there  is  a  considerable  quantity 
of  good  land  from  Te  Awamutu  souwwards, 
there  is  a  great  area  along  the  line  of  very  in- 
different and  poor  land.  I  will  take  the  evi- 
dence of  one  witness,  Mr.  Gussen,  a  surveyor, 
whose  evidence  is  valuable  as  being  tiiat  of  a 
practical  man  resident  in  that  part  of  the 
country  for  twelve  months ;  and  he  tells  us  that 
from  seventy  to  eighty  miles  south  of  Te  Eulti 
the  quality  of  the  land  is  very  indifferent ;  that 
it  is  mostly  pumice,  with,  in  some  places,  dense 
bush.  It  has  been  stated  by  some  of  the  wit- 
nesses that  this  bush  land  is  of  a  very  good 
quality  indeed;  but  one  thing  that  I  cannot 
understand  with  regard  to  their  evidence  is 
that  a  good  many  of  them  state  that  rimu 
forms  a  large  proportion  of  the  timber.  Now, 
during  an  experience  of  something  like  twenty 
years,  I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  see  that 
rimu  in  large  quantities  is  an  indication  of 
good  land.  My  experience  has  invariably  been 
that  in  such  cases  the  land  has  been  of  poor 
quality.  I  think,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  matter 
for  regret  that  the  Government — I  do  not  mean 
this  Government,  because  they  have  not  had 
time  to  make  any  examination,  but  I  refer 
more  particularly  to  the  late  Government  — 
I  say  that  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that,  al- 
though BO  many  engineers  have  been  throu^ 
the  country,  they  did  not  send  two  or  three 
experts  on  the  question  of  land  to  examine  the 
quality  of  the  soil.  I  am  satisfied  that  it 
would  have  been  of  great  value  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  coming  to  a  conclusion  as  to  which 
route  should  be  adopted  if  they  had  had  more 
satisfactory  evidence  on  this  point.  It  is  true 
that  we  have  the  evidence  of  some  practical 
settlers,  but  they  had  not  specially  examined 
the  land.  They  happened  to  be  there  on  other 
business,  and,  in  most  cases,  no  doubt,  tliey 
could  not  help  having  a  locality  bias  :  that  is 
to  say,  the  Taranaki  witnesses  would  natu- 
rally favour  the  Stratford  route,  and  the  Auck- 
land and  Marton  settlers  would  favour  tiie 
central  route.  Therefore,  as  I  have  said,  it  is 
a  matter  for  regret  that  the  Government  did 
not  send  two  or  three  experts  to  report  upon 
the  question  of  the  quality  of  the  luid.  Now 
I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  Native 
question.  The  honourable  member  for  Clntha 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  Government  would 
say  something  on  this  point ;  and  I  certainly 
think  that,  in  dealing  with  this  question, 
they  should  have  told  us  what  they  proposed 
to  do  in  the  event  of  the  Natives  refusing 
to  cede  any  land  for  the  line.  I  Tna.iwt^^iT| 
that  the  Government  would  not  be  justified 
in  constructing  the  line  right  through  Native 
land  without  making  that  land  chargeable  Ua 
some  of  the  cost.  To  me  it  seems  monstrous 
that  we  should  have  to  raise  a  million  and  a 
half  to  construct  this  line  through  Native  land. 
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and  then  afterwards  have  to  purohase  that 
land.  In  saying  this,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be 
thought  that  I  would  vote  for  dealing  with 
Native  lands  in  any  way  different  from  what 
we  should  do  if  the  land  were  in  the  hands 
of  Buropeans.  On  this  question,  when  it  does 
^'^P  up>  ^  ^9X\  take  care  to  vote  so  that 
they  Bhall  be  dealt  fairly  with  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  land ;  but  I  think  this  is  one  of  the 
strongest  points  that  have  to  be  considered  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  the  line. 
However,  having  studied  the  evidence  given  be- 
fore the  Committee,  and  as  it  is  evident  that 
tne  HouRO  is  determined  to  have  one  line  or 
the  other  made,  I  cannot  help  coming  to  the 
eonclnsion,  in  conunon,  I  believe,  with  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  that  the  central  route  is 
the  best.  From  many  points  of  view,  into 
which  it  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  go,  my 
vote  will  go  in  that  direction.  One  strong 
point  which  was  made  by  some  of  the  members 
from  TaranaJd  was  that  they  had  a  very  large 
stock  supply,  which  would  go  by  rail  to  Auck- 
land if  the  Stratford  line  were  made.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  such  would  be  the  case 
for  a  time ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  found  that, 
after  the  four  or  five  years  which  it  would 
take  to  construct  the  line,  things  would  have 
changed :  that  is  to  say,  Auckland  would  then 
be  raising  a  much  larger  stock  supply  than  she 
does  at  present,  and  consequently  would  need 
less  from  Taranaki ;  so  that  I  think  that 
argument  will,  to  a  great  extent,  fall  to  the 
ground. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  58. 


Allwright 

Joyce 

Ross 
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Lake 

Russell 

Barron 

Tiance 

Seddon 

Beetham 

Lamach 

Shephard 

Bruce 

Levcstam 

Shrimsk 

Bryce 

Locke 

Smith 

Buchanan 

Macarthur 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Buckland,J.G 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stewart,  W.  D 

Cadman 

McMillan 

Stout 
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Mitchelson 

Sutter 

Cowan 

O'Conor 

Thomson,  J.W. 

Duncan 

Ormond 
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Pearson 

White,  W. 

Fraser 

Pyke 

Whyte,  J.  B. 
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Grigg 
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Richardson,  E 
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Richardson,  G 

.  Johnston 

Hursthouse 
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Koss,  20. 

Newman. 
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Hakuene 

Taiaroa 

Brown 

Hobbs 

Thompson,  T. 

Buckland,W.F.  Menteath 

Tole 

Dargaville 

Moat 

TrimblA. 

GilUes 

Montgomery 

Tellers. 

Grey 

Moss 

Peacock 

Guinness 

Pere 

Paibs. 

Samuel. 

Far. 

Against. 

Fisher 

Atkinson 

Fergus 

Hamlin 

Oatriok 

Dodson 

Gore  Hurst,  W.  J. 

Holmes  Macandrew 

O'Callaghan.  Morris. 

Majority  for,  83. 

Amendment  negatived. 

On  the  question,  That  the  report  be  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said,— I  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  in  reply.  I  should  not  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  House  with 
any  remarks  had  it  not  been  for  some  state* 
ments  made  by  one  or  two  honourable  mem- 
bers. I  will  do  them  the  justice  to  say  this : 
that  I  give  them  credit  for  having  made  those 
remarks  entirely  from  a  want  of  knowledge  d 
the  real  facts.  The  honourable  member  for 
Franklin  North  made  a  statement  which  I  feel 
bound  to  notice.  He  stated  that  the* Com- 
mittee had  "  set  themselves  about "  to  please 
one  section  of  this  House.  I  think  it  very  unfair 
that  such  a  charge  should  be  made  against  any 
Committee  appointed  by  this  House ;  and,  as- 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  I  am  in  duty 
bound  to  resent  any  such  charge.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Newton  challenged  the  state- 
ment I  made  that  the  grades  were  heavy 
between  Stratford  ard  Te  Awomutu,  and  he 
asserted  that  there  was  only  one  grade  of  1  in 
50 ;  whereas  the  fact  is,  there  are  eight  grades 
of  1  in  50,  which  total  up  twenty-three  milea 
of  1  in  50. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— My  remarks  went  to  show 
that  it  was  on  the  line  already  mode  between 
Stratford  and  Marton,  and  not  on  the  new  line,, 
that  the  steeper  grades  were  to  be  found,  and 
on  that  portion  of  the  line  between  Stratford 
and  Te  Awamutu  the  worst  grckde  was  1  in  50. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— There  are  eighi 
grades  of  1  in  50,  and  there  is  abundance  of 
evidence  to  show  that  this  line  would  be  con- 
structed and  worked  at  a  large  additional  cost. 
Several  honourable  members  have  referred  to* 
the  question  of  securing  the  Native  lands.  Aa 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  I  understood  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee  to  be  to  urge  the  Go- 
vernment to  take  steps  in  that  direction.  My 
colleague  the  Native  Minister  has  on  the  Order 
Paper  a  Bill — the  Native  Lands  Settlement 
Bill — which  will  be  proceeded  with  imme- 
diately, and  which  will  provide  for  protecting 
the  colony  in  the  direction  of  securing  the 
Native  lands,  so  as  to  prevent  any  of  the  evila 
which  honourable  members  have  referred  to. 
This  measure  will  also  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  this  land  after  it  has  come  into  the 
possession  of  the  Government.  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  longer,  as  the  subject  has  been  very 
fully  discussed. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  STATEMENT. 

(For  all  Tables  and  Betuma  r^errcd  to  in  this  State^ 

mentt  nee  Appendix  V.-l.) 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Mr.  Speaker,  the 
information  usually  contained  in  the  Publio 
Works  Statement  has  been  somewhat  antici- 
pated this  year  by  the  particulars  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House  during  the  last  short  session. 

The  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  Govem- 
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ment  took  office  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
enable  me  to  make  myself  thoroughly  ac- 
-quainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  Public  Works  Department,  and 
I  have  had  to  depend  in  a  great  measure  upon 
the  figures  and  reports  submitted  to  me  by 
the  several  official  heads  of  the  department. 

I  may  state,  however,  that,  so  far  as  time  has 
permitted,  I  have  looked  into  the  question  of 
the  staff  of  the  department  as  provided  for  in 
the  present  estimates.  Boductions  were  sup- 
posed to  be  made  in  the  year  1881-82 ;  but  I 
find  that  those  reductions  were  more  nominal 
than  real,  and  that  the  bulk  of  the  officers 
who  at  that  time  disappeared  from  the  list  of 
the  permanent  stafi  were  placed  on  temporary 
charge,  and  provided  for' out  of  the  votes  for 
xionstruction  works.  Although  I  am  not  as  yet 
prepared  to  state  to  what  extent  reductions  can 
be  made,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  stafi  is  much 
larger  than  is  necessary  for  the  due  supervision 
of  the  works  the  colony  has  now  in  hand. 

The  railways  being  the  most  important  works 
•carried  on  by  the  department,  I  propose  to 
allude  to  them  first,  under  the  several  head- 
ings of  "Railways  in  Course  of  Construction," 
"  Additions  to  Opened  Railways,"  and  •*  Work- 
ing of  Railways  already  opened  for  Traffic." 
Before  going  into  the  details  of  the  several 
lines,  however,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  on 
the  3l8t  March,  1884,  the  colony  had  1,404 
miles  of  railway  open  for  traffic,  on  which  there 
had  been  expended  the  sum  of  £11,251,633,  and 
that  there  were  234  miles  in  course  of  construc- 
tion. 

It  was  to  this  234  miles  of  unfinished  railway 
that  my  honourable  colleague  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer principally  alluded  when  he  stated  that  it 
will  be  our  endeavour  to  push  on  to  a  speedy 
-completion  the  various  unfinished  portions  of 
lines,  so  as  to  add  this  extra  mileage  to  our 
revenue-producing  railways. 

BAILWAYS  IN  COURSE  OP  CONSTRUCTION. 

I  shall  now  shortly  refer  to  those  portions 
of  our  railways  which  were  under  construction 
during  the  past  year. 

Kawakawa.  —  This  railway,  about  7J  miles 
long,  has  at  length  been  opened  for  traffic  to 
deep  water,  with  a  convenient  wharf,  alongside 
of  which  is  a  depth  of  water  of  21ft.  at  low- 
water  spring-tides. 

Whavgarei-Katno. — This  has  been  opened 
for  traffic  for  more  than  a  year;  and  an  in- 
crease of  traffic  may  be  expected,  as  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Whauwhau  Mine  have  arranged 
for  the  construction  of  a  branch  line  to  their 
mine  near  Kamo,  the  yield  from  which  is  ex- 
pected to  be  considerable. 
.  Waikato-TJiames. — The  section  of  this  line 
from  Hamilton  to  Morrinsville,  18  miles,  is 
now  opened  for  traffic.  The  section  beyond 
Morrinsville  to  Te  Aroha,  12  miles,  is  being 
formed  under  contract,  and  the  formation  is 
nearly  completed.  The  erection  of  the  bridge 
and  approaches  over  the  Thames  River,  at  the 
end  of  this  contract,  is  being  proceeded  with, 
and,  when  complete,  will  be  available  for  ordi- 
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nary  road  traffic  pending  the  completion  of  the 
railway. 

Graltamstownr-Kopu  (4 J  miles). — The  perma- 
nent-way on  this  line  is  now  almost  completed. 

Hamilton  "Cambridge  Branch  (12  miles). — 
This  line  was  opened  for  traffic  on  the  8th 
instant. 

Napier- Woodville.  —  This  line  has  been  ex- 
tended and  opened  for  traffic  to  Matamao, 
4  miles  beyond  Makatoko,  to  the  great  con- 
venience of  the  travelling  public,  as  about 
9  miles  of  coaching  is  thus  saved.  A  further 
portion,  extending  to  Tahoraite,  7  miles,  wiU, 
it  is  expected,  be  ready  for  public  traffic  by  the 
end  of  this  month.  This  will  bring  the  railway 
to  a  point  81  miles  from  Napier. 

Wellington^Woodville. — The  extension  of  the 
railway  beyond  Masterton  is  progressing  under 
two  contracts  for  a  distance  of  about  17  miles. 

Foxt(ynr-New  Plymouth.— k  further  length  of 
about  17  miles  on  this  line  has  been  opened 
for  public  traffic  during  the  year — namely, 
from  Waverley  to  Manutahi — leaving  a  gap  <rf 
only  10  miles  between  the  latter  place  and 
Hawera  to  complete  the  through  connection. 
The  work  on  this  gap  is  proceeding  as  fast  as 
the  weather  will  allow,  and,  under  favourable 
circumstances,  this  length  might  be  ready  for 
traffic  about  the  end  of  Februarj'  next. 

Nelson-Bouttdell. — This  line  has  been  com- 
pleted from  Nelson  to  Belgrove,  23  miles,  for 
some  time,  and  the  only  extension  now  in  pro- 
gress is  the  Wai-iti  section,  2^  miles,  the 
formation  of  which  is  well  advanced. 

Greymouth-NeUon  Creek.  —  A  length  of  60 
chains  of  heavy  formation-work  beyond  Bnm- 
nerton  has  been  completed  on  this  railway  for 
some  time  past,  but  no  further  extensions  of  it 
are  at  present  in  hand. 

Greymouth-Hokitika.  —  On  this  railway  a 
total  length  of  10  miles  of  formation  is  partly 
executed  :  6  miles  at  the  Greymouth  end,  and 
4  miles  at  the  Hokitika  end.  The  work  done 
during  the  year  has  consisted  of  a  small  forma- 
tion-section at  the  Hokitika  end,  for  which 
sleepers  have  also  been  provided. 

Pictort^Awatere. — On  this  railway  a  length 
of  4^  miles  to  the  southwards  of  Blenheim, 
known  as  the  Vernon  section,  has  been  formed 
for  some  time.  No  further  work  was  done 
during  the  financial  year,  but  a  contract  was 
on  the  9th  July  this  year  let  for  3^  miles  of 
formation  from  the  end  of  the  Vernon  sectian 
towards  the  Dashwood  Pass. 

Hurunuir-Waitaki  and  Branches  Railway, 

Hurunuir-Waitaki. — The  extension  north- 
wards from  Waikari  to  the  Hurunui  is  now 
finished  and  ready  for  opening.  This  com- 
pletes the  main  trunk  railway  throughout 
Canterbury  and  Otago. 

The  bed  of  the  Hurunui  River  having  been 
found  too  hard  for  pile-driving,  the  erection  ol 
a  pile-bridge  there  nas  been  suspended,  and  a 
contract  for  its  completion  with  iron  cylinders, 
instead  of  piles,  is  now  in  preparation. 

The  formation,  bridges,  and  station-buildings 
on  the  section  between  the  Hurunui  River  and 
the  crossing  of  the  main  road  near  the  Bed 
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Post  is  in  progress.  This  will  bring  fche  rail- 
way to  a  central  position,  69  miles  from  Christ- 
«hnrch,  commanding  the  traffic  of  the  Amuri 
and  Hfiinmer  Plains. 

The  Ashburton  Branch  Railway  has  been 
finished  and  opened  to  a  point  opposite  Mount 
Somers  Township,  21  miles  from  the  point 
where  it  leaves  the  main  line,  and  23  miles 
iiom  Ashburton. 

The  lAttle  River  Branch  has  been  opened  for 
some  time  to  Birdling's  Flat,  a  point  about  80 
miles  from  Christchurch.  Beyond  this  point  the 
formation  is  finished  for  a  distance  of  1^  miles, 
and  another  section  of  1  mile  is  in  progress 
under  contract.  In  addition  to  this,  also,  a 
further  short  length  of  formation  has  been 
undertaken  by  day  labour,  to  give  work  to  the 
unemployed  in  Christchurch. 

The  AUmry  Branch  Railway  has  been  com- 
pleted and  opened  for  traffic  to  Fairlie  Creek 
— namely,  to  a  point  36  miles  from  where 
it  leaves  the  main  line,  and  39  miles  from 
Timara. 

Oxford-Malvern. — This  section,  which  con- 
nects the  Malvern  Coal  Field  with  North  Can- 
terbury, has  been  finished. 

Waitdki-Bluff  and  Branches  Railway. 

On  the  Heriothum  Branch  Line  a  further 
extension  from  Kelso  to  Heriot  has  been 
opened,  thus  completing  a  total  length  of  20 
miles  from  Waipahi,  on  the  main  line. 

On  the  Livingstone  Branch  the  formation 
works,  with  the  exception  of  the  tunnels,  have 
been  completed  for  some  years,  and  during  last 
year  a  further  portion  of  the  tunnelling  has 
been  in  progress. 

Of  the  Palmerston  Branch  a  length  of  about 
Smiles  is  completed  for  traffic,  but  is  at  present 
only  used  for  bringing  ballast  to  the  main  line. 
The  remaining  8  miles,  to  Waihemo,  is  ready 
for  platelaying. 

Of  the  Catlings  River  Branchy  between  the 
main  line  and  the  Port  Molyneux  Bead,  dis- 
tance in  all  about  8  miles,  about  5}  miles  is 
formed  ready  for  platelaying,  leaving  about  2} 
miles  still  to  be  formed. 

On  the  Edendale-Toitois  Branch  a  distance 
of  4  miles  from  Edendale  to  Wyndham  has 
been  open  for  traffic  for  some  time,  and  a 
further  distance  of  about  4  miles  is  ready  for 
platelaying. 

On  the  Waimea^Switzers  Branch  the  forma- 
tion is  partly  completed  for  a  distance  of  about 
7  miles  from  Biversdale. 

On  the  Seaward  Bush  Branch  the  formation 
is  completed  for  a  length  of  about  3  miles,  and 
a  further  length  of  about  2^  miles  is  in  progress. 

Otago  Central  Raihoay, 
Otago  Central. — ^The  works  in  progress  on 
this  line  extend  over  a  distance  of  32  miles. 
The  formation  of  the  Wingatui  section  is 
finished  ready  for  the  rails,  and  a  small  quan- 
tity of  work  was  done  on  the  Hindon  section 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year  by  the  unem- 
ployed. 

The  Deep  Stream  Contrast,  let  in  February, 
1882,  was  abandoned  by  the  contractors  shortly 


afterwards,  and  the  works  have  not  yet  been 
resumed. 

The  formation  of  the  Nenthom  section,  which 
is  the  last  of  the  rough  country,  is  progressing 
rapidly. 

In  connection  with  this  Otago  Central  Bail- 
way  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  great  mistake  has 
been  made  in  not  forcing  on  the  construction 
of  the  first  portions  of  the  line,  especially  the 
Wingatui  viaduct,  so  that  the  materials  for 
the  Deep  Stream  and  Nenthom  sections  could 
be  taken  up  by  rail,  instead  of  being  carted  so 
far  by  road,  which  must  materially  increase 
the  cost  of  construction.  The  Wingatui  via- 
duct will  take  fully  two  years  to  complete,  and 
until  it  is  completed  it  will  be  a  great  bar  to 
the  progress  of  the  works  higher  up  the  line. 

Invercargill-KingsUm  and  Branches,  including 
Western  Railways. 

On  the  Mararoa  Branch  the  platelaying  ha«i 
been  extended  for  a  further  distance  of  1^ 
miles,  making  about  4  miles  in  all  from  its 
commencement.  Beyond  this  point  the  line  is 
formed  for  a  further  distance  of  about  2  miles. 

On  the  Orepuki  Branch  Bailway  a  further 
length  of  about  1^  miles  has  been  opened,  and 
the  platelaying  is  in  progress  on  the  remaining 
portion.  This,  with  the  exception  of  stations, 
which  are  not  yet  let,  will  complete  the  whole 
of  the  line  to  Orepuki,  a  distance  in  all  of  about 
18  miles. 

SURVEYS 

Good  progress  has  been  made  with  these  in 
both  Islands. 

In  the  North  Island  three  lines  have  been 
examined  as  probable  routes  for  the  main  trunk 
line  between  Wellington  and  Auckland,  namely 
— one  from  Napier  by  way  of  Taupo  ;  one  from 
Marton  by  a  line  west  of  the  Bangitikei  Biver, 
Buapehu,  and  Taupo ;  and  one  from  Stratford 
by  a  line  inland  about  15  miles  from  the  coast. 
In  addition  to  the  reports  already  before 
honourable  members  on  this  subject,  further 
and  fuller  reports  have  since  been  prepared  and 
supplied  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  question  of  the  most  suitable  route  to 
be  adopted. 

In  the  Middle  Island  the  principal  surveys 
are  those  for  the  proposed  East  and  West 
Coast  Bailway.  Four  main  routes  have  been 
surveyed  in  detail:  the  Cannibal  (Jorge,  Hu- 
nmui  Pass,  Arthur's  Pass,  and  Lake  Ljmdon 
routes ;  and  a  reconnaissance  survey  has  been 
made  of  a  fifth  by  the  Amuri  Pass.  Beports, 
with  maps  and  sections,  giving  the  result  of 
these  surveys,  will  be  laid  before  you. 

ADDinOKS  TO  OPENED  BAHiWATS. 

I  shall  now  briefly  refer  to  a  few  of  the  works 
which  have  been  executed  on  the  lines  of  rail- 
way which  were  open  for  traffic  previously  to 
the  Slst  March,  1883,  outside  ordinary  repairs 
and  renewals,  to  which  I  shall  presently  allude. 
And  hero  I  would  wish  to  record  my  opinion 
that  a  very  large  amount  of  the  works  executed 
on  these  opened  lines  has  been  done  much  earlier 
than  there  was  any  real  necessity  for,  and  alio- 
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that  the  imnecessarily  increased  accommoda- 
tion given  in  some  instances  is  causing  very 
great  pressure  to  be  put  upon  the  Government 
for  similarly  unnecessary  expenditure  in  other 
places. 

Kaipara-Waikato, — ^Various  works  have  been 
executed  on  this  line  of  railway,  with  the  view 
of  improving  the  facilities  for  traffic  at  the 
different  stations,  and  for  providing  better  ac- 
commodation for  the  repairs  of  rolling-stock, 
&c.  This  latter  will  be  accomplished  by  the 
erection  of  new  workshops  at  Newmarket, 
which  are  now  nearly  completed,  and  the 
erection  of  the  necessary  machinery  is  in  pro- 
gress. 

Provision  has  also  been  made  for  increasing 
the  convenience  of  passenger  traffic  in  Auck- 
land, where  a  new  passenger-station  building  is 
now  in  progress  under  contract,  opposite  and 
parallel  to  Customhouse  Street,  on  the  re- 
claimed land. 

Westport-Ngakawau. — On  this  railway  some 
minor  improvements  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year,  and  also  some  additions  to 
the  plant  and  rolling-stock. 

Greymmith-Brunnerton.  —  A  few  additions 
and  improvements  have  been  made  on  the 
open  line,  and  an  extension  of  450  feet  to  the 
C&eymouth  wharf  is  under  contract,  to  be  com- 
pleted in  about  two  months. 

Hurunuir-Waitaki  and  Branches. — The  works 
on  the  opened  portions  of  these  lines  during 
the  past  year  consist  chiefly  of  numerous  ex- 
tensions and  improvements  at  workshops  and 
stations,  and  large  additions  to  rolling-stock. 

Waitaki-Blxiff  and  Branches. — ^New  stations 
are  in  progress  at  Dunedin  and  Invercargill, 
andv  the  one  at  the  Bluff  has  been  rearranged 
and  enlarged.  Numerous  extensions  and  im- 
provements have  been  made  at  wayside  stations, 
and  the  rolling-stock  has  been  Isurgely  increased. 

Invercargilt-Kingston  and  Branches^  includ- 
ing Western  Railways. — On  these  lines  a  con- 
siderable number  of  minor  improvements  have 
recently  been  effected,  including  several  addi- 
tions to  stations. 

By  reason  of  these  and  many  similar  addi- 
tions made  to  the  opened  railways  during  the 
past  few  years,  we  have  now  got  1,404  miles  of 
railway  complete  and  equipped — ^not  of  a  de- 
scription such  as  was  proposed  in  1870,  when 
the  scheme  of  public  works  was  inaugurated  by 
my  colleague.  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  but  lines  of  a 
much  higher  clsbss,  and  of  such  a  nature  that 
much  higher  speeds  can  be  nm,  and  much 
greater  traffic  than  was  then  anticipated  can  be 
carried. 

WOBEXNG  BAXLWAYS. 

Without  wishing  to  cast  ai^  reflections  on 
the  present  Ooneral  Manager  of  Railways,  I 
unhesitatingly  express  my  opinion  that  the  con- 
dition and  management  of  our  railways  are 
in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state.  My  honourable 
colleague,  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  recently  said 
that,  in  many  of  the  railway  systems  not  nearly 
so  large  as  that  of  ours  in  New  Zealand,  it 
would  be  thought  absurd  to  leave  to  one  man 
the  virtually  irresponsible  control  and  manage- 
ment, without  any  one  to  consult  on  the  many 
Mr,  E,  Richardson 


difficult  points  which  arise  from  day  to  day* 
Yet  such  is  the  case  here,  and  I  fear  no  great 
change  for  the  better  can  be  expected  till  tha 
whole  system  is  altered. 

I  have  been  of  the  opinion,  ever  since  our  first 
railways  were  opened,  that  such  a  system  of 
management  as  at  present  prevails  could  not 
produce  satisfactory  results ;  and,  a.s  each  year 
has  passed  by,  that  opinion  has  been  strength- 
ened. And,  if  anything  was  wanted  to  convince 
me  that  a  great  change  was  wanted,  the  short 
time  I  have  held  office  has  afforded  me  ample 
proof  that  it  cannot  be  made  too  soon. 

It  is  a  matter  of  the  deepest  regret  to  me 
that,  owing  to  the  late  perioid  of  the  year,  the 
Government  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  through  a  Bill 
this  session  creating  Boards  of  Management* 
which  would  be  responsible  for  the  working  of 
our  railways;  and,  did  I  not  feel  convinced 
that  the  Government  and  the  House  were 
determined  to  take  this  course  at  the  earliest 
date  possible,  I  should  not  have  consented  to 
take  office. 

The  House  will  understand  that,  in  saying 
this,  I  mean  no  disrespect.  I  feel  bound  to- 
state  these  opinions,  because  I  should  other- 
wise accept  a  false  position.  Whilst  I  believe 
that  strong  Boards  are  necessary  to  guide  and 
control  the  management,  both  in  the  Middle^ 
Island  and  the  Auckland  District,  I  find  my-' 
self,  with  multifarious  other  duties  to  perfomit 
virtually  standing  in  the  position  of  the  two 
Boards.  I  will  do  the  best  I  can,  but  I  must 
not  pretend  to  think  that,  unaided,  I  can  re- 
form the  railway  system  as  it  requires  to  be 
reformed. 

Honourable  members  would  be  amazed  if 
they  knew  all  the  powers  vested  in  the  General 
Manager  by  the  late  Government  by  Orders  in 
Council  and  otherwise.  Again,  however,  let 
me  say  that  I  have  the  highest  opinion  of  the 
General  ^lanager's  ability  and  zeal.  It  is  as 
much  due  to  him,  as  to  ourselves,  that  he 
should  not  be  placed  in  a  false  position. 

Honourable  members  are  aware  that  two 
great  changes  have  been  made  during  the 
year :  the  one  being  an  alteration  in  the  pas- 
senger rates  and  the  doing-away  with  the  ordi- 
nary return  tickets,  and  the  other  a  general 
rise  in  the  goods  tariff. 

There  has  hardly  been  time  enough  to  ascer- 
tain the  effect  produced  by  the  former,  but  the 
result  of  the  inquiries  I  have  made  clearly 
points  to  the  fact  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
passenger  traffic  is  confined  to  the  two  days  in 
which  the  cheaper  fares  obtain ;  and,  indeed* 
it  would  appear  that  the  traffic  is  still  being 
reduced  on  the  other  days  of  the  week  when 
the  higher  rates  are  charged.  I  feel  convinced 
that  in  many  directions  the  passenger  rates 
will  have  to  be  reduced  to  attract  the  traffio 
the  railway  ought  to  carry,  and  that  such  re- 
ductions, if  judiciously  made,  will  result  in 
increased  receipts. 

With  regard  to  the  rise  in  the  goods  tariff* 
there  is  no  doubt  it  has  produced  a  large  in- 
crease to  the  revenue.  While  this  increase  in 
the  receipts  has  taken  place,  it  is  an  undoubted 
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Iftcl  that  a  great  deal  of  the  traffic  has  been 
diverted  from  the  railways  in  some  parts  of  the 
oooQtry,  and  that  the  carriers  on  the  roads 
ttie  conapeting  successfully  with  the  railways. 
I  am  sure  honourable  members  will  agree  with 
me  that  this  state  of  things  should  not  occur. 

Comparing  the  quantity  of  goods  carried  over 
the  railwajrs  during  the  year  1883-84  with  the 
year  18S2-8d,  we  find  as  follows  :— 

Quantity.  1882-63.  1883-84. 

liive  stock,  number  . .       478,003  686,287 

Goods,  tons    ..         ..  1,564,823        1,700,040 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was  An 
increase  during  the  year  1883-84 ;  but  I  con- 
sider the  increase  would  have  been  much  larger 
bad  more  determined  efforts  been  made  to 
attract  traffic  to  the  railways. 

The  remedy,  as  I  have  already  informed  the 
Honse,  lies  in  a  thorough  revision,  not  only  of 
the  rates  charged,  but  in  the  classification  of 
the  goods ;  and,  while  this  revision  is  being 
made,  every  opportunity  must  be  taken  to  make 
the  rates  press  as  lightly  as  possible  on  all  local 
productions,  and  on  all  articles  the  reduction 
on  which  will  help  either  the  settlers  through 
the  country,  or  the  local  industries  which  arc 
already  established  or  are  likely  to  succeed. 

BOADS  NORTH  OF  AUCKLAND. 

The  vote  taken  for  these  roads  last  year  was 
£45,000 ;  but,  as  there  were  liabilities  existing 
at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  amounting  to 
£12,200,  the  sum  available  for  distribution  was 
£32,800. 

This  amount  was  distributed  amongst  the 
varioiis  counties  as  follows,  namely, — 

Waitemata         £5,700 

Rodney 5,700 

Hobson 5,000 

Whangarei  .,         ..         ..     5,400 

Bay  of  Islands 4,300 

Mongonui  4,300 

Hokianga 2.400 

Total £32,800 

Of  this  amount  about  £12,000  was  for  con- 
ttmction  of  the  Main  North  Bk)ad,  about 
£3,000  for  wharves  and  other  special  works, 
and  the  balance  for  ordinary  county  works. 

BOADS  AND  BBIDOBS  OBNEBALLT,  INCLUDINO 
**MAIN  BOADS "  AND  "MISCELLANEOUS  BOADS 
AND   BBIDGES." 

North  Island.  —  South,  of  Auckland:  The 
principal  work  executed  in  the  North  Island 
has  been  the  completion  of  a  road  leading  from 
Cambridge  to  Ohinemutu,  in  all  55  miles  in 
length ;  but  a  large  expenditure  has  also  been 
incurred  in  keeping  the  main  roads  in  repair. 

Middle  Island. — The  only  important  roads  in 
the  Middle  Island  on  which  the  Government  is 
doing  much  work  are  from  Blenheim  to  Nel- 
son, Nelson  to  the  West  Coast,  and  Hokitika 
to  Ghristchurch.  The  last  link  in  the  road 
from  Blenheim  to  Nelson,  via  the  Kai  Valley, 
b  now  in  progress ;  also  a  bridge  over  the 
Pelorus.  Bridges  have  been  built,  and  other 
improvements  efieoted,  on   the  Nelson-West 
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Coast  Road.  In  addition  to  the  maintenance 
and  general  improvements,  the  bridging  of  the 
Taipo  and  smooth  Wainihinihi,  on  the  Hoki- 
tika-Christchurch  Roa^l,  is  in  hand.  Bridges 
have  also  been  completed  or  are  in  progress 
over  the  Wairau,  Clarence,  Waiau,  Kakaia^ 
and  Taieri  Rivers. 

BOADS  TO  OPEN  UP  CBOWN  LANDS  BEPOBE  SALE, 

The  particulars  of  the  numerous  works  under 
this  heading  will  be  found  in  Table  5  of  the 
Appendices  to  this  Statement,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that,  during  the  twelve  months 
ending  the  31st  March  last,  the  sum  of  £84,631 
was  expended.  The  importance  of  opening 
Crown  lands  by  pioneer  roads  previous  to  their 
sale  need  not  bo  enlarged  on  here,  the  question 
having  been  fully  dealt  with  in  the  annual  re« 
ports  of  the  Land  and  Survey  Departments. 
By  stating  this  I  am  not  giving  my  opinion 
whether  the  roads  have  been  judiciously  se- 
lected  or  not. 

Out  of  the  sum  of  £208,415  on  the  estimates 
of  1883-84,  of  which  £205,000  was  allocated 
out  of  the  last  loan  of  £3,000,000,  the  sum  of  . 
£103,713,  including  liabilities,  was,  on  the  31st 
^larch  last,  available  for  the  carrying-on  of  the 
road-lines  already  on  the  estimates. 

With  the  large  public  estate  still  awaiting 
settlement,  the*  demands  for  this  class  of  work 
may  bo  said  to  be  almost  unlimited ;  but,  as 
only  a  certain  amount  of  work  can  be  executed 
in  each  year,  it  is  proposed  to  ask  the  House 
for  a  further  vote  this  year  of  £29,595  .to  open 
up  blocks  of  land  in  the  several  land  districts 
which  have  been  surveyed,  but  withheld  from 
disposal  by  the  department  pending  their  being 
opened  up  by  road.  The  particulars  of  these 
proposals  will  appear  in  the  estimates. 

BOADS  UNDEB  THE  BOADS  AND   BBIDGES  CON- 
8TBUCTI0N  ACT. 

Main  Roads :  One-fourth  of  cost  of  work  to  be 
provided  or  repaid  in  ten  years  by  the  local 
body,  and  the  balance  to  be  found  by  the  Govern- 
ment.— Under  this  heading  the  total  amount  of 
the  applications  received  on  the  30th  June, 
1883,  when  reduced  in  acoordauce  with  the 
Act  of  1883,  came  to  £224,588. 

Of  these  applications,  those  which  were  for 
bridges  were  granted  in  full,  while,  as  regards 
those  which  were  for  road  works  exclusive  of 
bridges,  the  available  fund  only  admitted  of 
their  being  gpranted  to  the  extent  of  one-fifth  of 
the  amounts  applied  for.  The  total  amount 
thus  distributed  for  bridges  and  road  works 
together  amounted  to  £70,681. 

In  addition  to  these  ordinary  applications,, 
there  were  also  applications  for  repairs  of  ex- 
traordinary damages  by  floods,  amounting  to* 
£19,825,  and  grants  were  made  on  these  to  the: 
extent  of  £10,282. 

The  total  applied  for  altogether  on  account, 
of  main  roads  was  therefore  ££44,413,  and  the 
total  granted  £80,963,  of  which  £41,842  was  for 
bridges,  and  £39,121  for  other  works. 

The  amounts  granted  within  each  of  the- 
several  provincial  districts  will  be  found  in  thoi 
following  table : — 
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Grants. 

Provincial  Dia- 

Applica- 
tions. 

tricts. 

Bridges 

BoadB. 

ToUl. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Auckland     

73,187 

5,260 

15477 

20.437 

Hawke'flBay 

14.063 

4,125 

1,323 

5.448 

Taranaki      

8,110 

3,529 

1,619 

6.148 

Wellington 

38,275 

3,768 

6.466 

9.234 

Nelson          

5,048 

2.079 

442 

2.521 

Marlborough 

4.756 

281 

876 

1.167 

Westland     

9.977 

6,000 

747 

6.747 

Canterbury 

21.240 

7,566 

2.218 

9.784 

Otago 

0Q,757 

10.234 

U.253     21.487 

Totals 

214,413 

41,842 

39.121 

80,963 

District  Roads  and  River  Works:  Total 
anuntnt  granted  to  be  repaid  in  fifteen  years. 
— On  account  of  this  class  of  works  the  total 
amount  applied  for  during  the  year  ending 
March  last  has  heen  £30,596  ;  and  in  pursuance 
of  these  applications  loans  have  been  granted 
to  the  extent  of  £22,941.  Of  this  sum,  £21,495 
was  for  roads,  and  £1,44G  for  river  works.  The 
several  amounts  granted  within  the  various 
provincial  districts  sire  shown  in  the  table 
below : — 


Provincial  Districts.  !  Applications.' 


Auckland 
Hawkc'nBay    ... 
Taranaki 
Wellington 

NcIrou     

MarllK>rough    ... 
Westland 
Canterbury 
Otago       


£ 

2,732 

1,270 

2,000 

12,894 


B.  d. 
0    0 


Totals 


1.446    0    0 

5,500'  0    0 
4.754    0    0 


30.596    0    0 


Grants. 


£ 

2,732 
1.270 
1.200 
U,994 


1.446    0    0 

i.aob'  0  0 

3,099    0    0 


22.941    0    0 


GOLD- FIELDS  BOADS. 

Roads.  — Under  the  heading  of  Gold-Fields 
Roads  an  expenditure  of  £26,G03  was  incurred 
during  the  last  financial  year  in  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  on  the  gold  fields,  and  in  subsidies 
granted  to  County  Councils  for  the  opening-out 
of  tracks  and  other  works  in  aid  of  prospecting ; 
and  the  liabilities  existing  on  these  works  at 
the  end  of  March  last  amounted  to  £17,197. 
The  details  of  the  various  works  undertaken 
will  be  found  in  Table  No.  6  of  the  Appen- 
dices. 

WATERWORKS   ON  GOLD  FIELDS. 

From  Table  No.  8  it  will  be  seen  that  a  sum 
of  £16,596  was  expended  during  the  year  on  the 
construction  and  extension  of  reservoirs,  water- 
races,  and  drainage  channels,  and  that  liabili- 
ties amounting  to  £7,383  were  outstanding  on 
account  of  these  works  at  the  end  of  March 
last. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  point  out  that  this  ex- 
penditure out  of  loan  is  for  entirely  new  works, 
and  does  not  include  the  maintenance  and  re- 
pair of  such  works  as  the  Kumara  and  Naseby 
Sludge -channels,  and  the  large  water -races 
which  are  paid  for  out  of  consolidated  revenue. 
Mr,  E,  Richardson 


PURCHASE  OF  NATIVE  LANDS,   NORTH   I8LA191>. 

The  areas  of  land  the  purchases  of  whick 
were  completed  during  the  year  ending  the  31st 
March  last  were  as  follow:  In  the  Auckland 
Provincial  District,  77,721  acres  ;  in  the  Wel- 
lington Provincial  District,  120,861  acres  ;  and 
in  the  Taranaki  Provincial  District,  10,280 
acres  :  amounting  in  all  to  208,862  acres. 

The  total  area  of  Native  land  purchased 
under  the  Immigration  and  Pubhc  Works  Acts 
up  to  the  31st  March  last  was  8,958,233  acres, 
at  a  cost  of  £828,866 ;  and  a  further  area  of 
f,018,053  acres  is  under  purchase,  on  whicb. 
£92,827  has  been  paid.  Total  disbursements 
up  to  end  of  March  last,  £921,693. 

IMMIGRATION. 

As  the  House  is  aware,  the  schedule  to  the 
Loan  Act  of  1882  provided  a  sum  of  £200,000 
for  immigration.  Since  that  time  assisted  and 
free  passages  have  been  granted  to  9,619  im- 
migrants, who  have  arrived  in  the  colony  as 
follows,  viz., — 

Between  1st  April,  1882,  and  SOth 
June,  1883 3,206 

Between  1st  July,  1883,  and  SOth 

June,  1884 6,267 

Since  30th  June,  188i         . .         . .         147 


9,619 

In  addition  to  these,  the  Government  have 
advices  of  150  more  immigrants  —  principally 
single  women  —  having  left  Plymouth  on  the 
31st  August  last. 

The  total  number  of  immigrants  of  all 
classes  introduced  by  the  Colonial  Government 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  immigration 
scheme  is  110,833. 

With  the  exception  of  a  small  number  of 
single  women,  whom  the  Agent-General  caused 
to  be  specially  selected,  the  whole  of  the  immi- 
grants who  have  arrived  in  the  colony  since 
April,  1882,  have  been  nominated;  but  since 
the  12th  March  last  even  nominated  immigpra- 
tion — except  for  single  women — has  been  sus- 
pended. 

A  number  of  the  persons,  part  of  whose  pas- 
sages were  provided  by  their  friends,  were  sud- 
denly told  that  they  could  not  be  brought  out. 
The  hardship  to  which  these  persons  have  been 
subjected  has  been  so  forcibly  represented  to 
the  Government,  and  their  right  of  complaint 
is  so  clear,  that  instructions  nave  been  given 
that  in  all  cases  where  the  nomination-money 
has  been  already  paid  passages  are  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  persons  nominated. 

TELEGRAPH  EXTENSION. 

The  work  done  towards  extension  of  tele- 
graph lines  during  the  past  year  has  consisted 
of  100  miles  of  new  lines,  with  wire  complete, 
and  89  miles  of  additional  wire,  erected  partly 
on  the  new  lines  and  partly  on  lines  previously 
existing. 

The  total  length  of  teleg^ph  lines  now  exist- 
ing in  the  colony  is  4,074  miles,  carrying  10,087 
miles  of  wire,  and,  in  addition  to  this,  the 
transmitting  capacity  of  the  wire  is  increased 
by  2,820  miles  which  is  duplexed. 
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The  extenmons  at  present  oontemplated 
aznount  to  142  miles  of  line. 

PUBUG   BUILDINGS. 

In  the  North  Island  the  principal  works  which 
were  in  hand  during  the  year  were  the  new 
gaol  at  Auckland,  and  the  convict  prison.  Mount 
Cook,  Wellington,  at  both  of  which  good  pro- 
gress has  been  made. 

The  post  and  telegraph  offices  in  Wellington 
have  also  been  completed  and  opened  during 
the  last  year. 

In  the  Middle  Island  the  principal  buildings 
completed  were  the  lunatic  asylums  at  Sunny- 
side,  Canterbury,  and  Seacliff,  Otago. 

The  total  expenditure  on  public  buildings 
in  both  Islands  during  the  year  amounted  to 
£164,376,  and  the  liabilities  at  end  of  March 
last  were  £41,753. 

LIGHTHOUSES  AND   HABBOUB   WOBKS. 

At  Kaipara  a  lighthouse  has  been  erected  on 
ike  North  Head,  and  is  now  very  near  comple- 
tion. The  training-wall  erected  in  the  Aorere 
River,  at  Collingwood,  has  been  completed,  and 
has  fully  answered  the  purpose  intended.  The 
French  Pass  lighthouse  and  the  necessary 
buildings  are  now  complete,  and  the  Pass  was 
lighted  on  the  Ist  OctoSer. 

At  Jackson's  Head  a  substantial  beacon  has 
been  erected  on  the  reef  lying  nearest  to  the 
Head,  which  it  is  expected  will  prove  to  be  of 
service  in  marking  the  width  of  the  channel. 

At  Westport  the  small  river  training-wall  on 
the  northern  side  is  well  advanced.  A  survey 
is  in  progress  of  a  line  of  railway  to  Gape  Foul- 
wind,  which  has  been  suggested  as  a  means  of 
bdnging  stone  to  the  brei&water. 

At  Greymouth  the  southern  breakwater  was 
continued  at  the  usual  rate  of  progress  till  May 
last,  when  the  works  were  suspended  in  con- 
sequence of  the  vote  being  exhausted. 

As  shown  by  the  statements  furnished  by  the 
engineers,  the  harbour  works  at  Greymouth 
are  proving  of  great  benefit  to  the  port. 

When  the  Harbour  Bills  now  before  Parlia- 
ment become  law^  further  provision  for  these 
b&rbours  will  be  unnecessary. 

COAL  FIELDS. 

For  some  years  past  the  coal  fields  of  the 
colony  have  been  left  to  private  enterprise,  the 
■only  relation  which  Government  has  main- 
tained to  them  being  that  of  their  control  and 
inspection  under  the  regulations  of  **The  Minea 
Act,  1874." 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  for  Mines,  dated 
the  20th  June,  1884  (Parliamentary  Paper 
G.-d),  is  already  in  the  hands  of  members,  and 
shows  that  this  most  essential  industry  is  slowly 
bat  surely  increasing  in  importance. 

Thus,  during  the  last  six  years,  while  the 
total  consumption  of  coal  in  the  colony  has 
increased  75  per  cent.,  the  proportion  which 
the  coal  raised  in  the  colony  bears  to  the  im- 
ported coal  has  increased  from  48  per  cent,  in 
1878  to  77  per  cent,  in  1883. 

I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  a  marked  fall- 


ing-off  in  production  has  been  experienced  i 
the  case  of  the  Kawakawa  Mine,  at  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  on  which  the  northern  part  of  the 
colony  has  for  many  years  been  chiefly  depen- 
dent for  its  supply  of  steam  coal.  Any  perma- 
nent failure  of  this  mine  would  be  a  serious 
loss  to  the  colony,  as  the  expensive  railway  that 
has  been  made  to  connect  it  with  a  deep-water 
wharf  would  in  that  case  become  unproductive. 
From  the  reports  of  the  Geological  Department 
there  appears,  however,  to  be  good  ground  for 
expecting  that  the  falling-off  is  only  one  of  the 
fluctuations  incident  to  the  development  of  all 
coal  fields,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  a  more 
active  and  extended  use  of  the  diamond  drill 
in  the  district  will  lead  to  the  discovery  ol 
fresh  coal  seams. 

A  similar  failure  was  experienced  in  the  case 
of  the  important  Springfield  Mine,  from  which 
Christchurch  is  largely  supplied;  but  in  that 
case  the  company  procured  a  diamond  drill, 
and  the  result  of  its  use  in  discovering  new 
coal-seams  on  the  property  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  diamond  drill, 
if  it  is  used  with  judgment,  we  have  the  means 
of  placing  the  development  of  our  coal  mines 
on  a  solid  basis,  by  obtaining,  without  expen- 
sive shafts,  accurate  records  of  the  thickness 
and  nature  of  the  coal-measures. 

The  principal  areas  occupied  by  coal-mea- 
sures, concerning  the  extent  and  value  of 
which  more  exact  information  is  required,  are 
the  following : — 

In  the  North  Island.  —  The  Bay  of  Islands 
District,  the  district  at  the  source  of  the  Waipa 
and  the  Mokau  Bivers,  and  the  Lower  Mokau 
District,  where  seams  of  valuable  steam  coal 
are  known  to  exist,  and  probably  to  extend  into 
the  upper  district  of  the  Wanganui  River. 

In  the  South  Island. — The  area  of  coal-for- 
mation on  the  Paparoa  Bange,  north  of  Grey- 
mouth, and  the  country  from  Beef  ton  to  the 
sources  of  the  BuUer  Biver,  require  more  defi- 
nite exploration,  similar  to  that  which  the 
Mount  Bochfort  Goal  Field  has  received.  The 
fact  that  large  coal  deposits  exist  in  the  above 
district  has  been  ascertained,  but  the  deter- 
mination of  their  exact  extent  and  value  might 
have  an  important  bearing  on  the  great  question 
of  the  most  advantageous  way  of  improving  the 
facilities  for  export  trade  from  the  West  Coast, 
and  also  on  the  best  lines  for  internal  com- 
munication. 

There  can  scarcely  be  any  doubt  that,  if 
the  colony  could  afiord  to  give  substantial 
encouragement  towards  the  employment  of 
diamond  drills  by  coal  companies  and  private 
persons,  much  good  would  ensue.  Good  results 
would  also  accrue  to  the  colony,  and  consider- 
able sums  of  money  would  be  saved  to  com- 
panies and  individuals,  were  there  a  more 
liberal  expenditure  on  the  Geological  Depart- 
ment, which  at  present  receives  a  very  small 
vote. 

PBOP08AL8  FOB  THE  FUTUBE. 

The  proposals  I  am  about  to  make  are  based 
on  principles  which,  after  long  discussion  with 
my  colleagues,  I  have  decided  on  sulmittin 
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to  the  House  as  the  foundation  of  oui  future 
public  works  policy.  There  are  two  points 
which  we  must  bear  distinctly  in  mind : — 

First,  that  there  is  great  work  for  us  to  do 
in  the  way  of  extending  the  railway  system, 
of  feeding  the  railways,  and  of  opening  up 
the  country  by  the  construction  of  roads  and 
bridges;  and  at  intervals,  when  the  colony 
needs  it,  of  increasing  the  population  by  im- 
migration, which,  to  speak  moderately,  cannot 
be  in  any  sense  exhausted  for  two  or  three 
generations.  To  put  it  in  another  form,  the 
people  have  before  them,  for  a  longer  period 
than  it  is  necessary  to  look  forward  to,  the  task 
of  colonizing  the  country.  They  have  not  to 
do  this  by  spurts,  with  intervals  of  inaction, 
but  by  steady  and  continuous  action. 

The  second  point  I  have  to  ask  the  House  to 
remember  is  that,  inasmuch  as  we  are  not  en- 
gaged on  a  spasmodic  work,  but  on  one  that 
will  last  our  lives  and  the  lives  of  our  children 
and  children's  children,  we  must  endeavour  to 
bring  to  its  performance  as  much  of  system  as 
is  possible. 

If  we  consider  these  two  points  jointly,  it 
will  be  evident  that  they  really  amount  to  no 
more  than  this  :  that  we  must  steadily  pursue 
the  functions  of  colonization  as  fast  as,  and  no 
faster  than,  our  means  permit ;  and  it  will  also 
be  evident  that,  though  we  may  make  prognos- 
tications of  the  extent  of  the  future  money  at 
our  disposal,  an  exact  determination  can  only 
be  arrived  at  from  year  to  year. 

But,  in  order  to  obtain  a  general  index  of  the 
future  means,  it  is  necessary  to  know  what  is 
thepolicy  of  finance  that  is  to  be  adopted. 

The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  already  at  some 
length  enunciated  the  views  of  the  Grovemment 
on  the  subjfict,  and  I  may  bo  permitted  to  sup- 
plement what  has  already  been  stated. 

Taking  the  present  year  as  a  starting-point, 
the  object  after  this  year  will  be  to  bring  the 
expenditure  charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
within  the  means  of  that  Fund  without  the  aid 
of  the  property-tax.  Wo  foresee  that  that  can 
easily  be  done  by  shifting  to  local  expenditure 
some  of  the  present  charges  made  on  the  Con- 
solidated Fund — notably  the  charitable  expen- 
diture, and  some  other  small  items,  let  us  say, 
amounting,  with  the  charitable  aid,  to  some 
£100,0C0  a  year.  It  is  clear  that  the  local 
bodies  cannot  undertake  this  without  an  addi- 
tional revenue,  and,  to  dispense  with  needless 
points  of  controversy  at  present,  we  may  sup- 
pose that  the  £100,000  is  supplied  by  either  a 
property-tax  or  a  land-tax. 

But  other  revenue  will  also  have  to  be  sup- 
plied to  local  bodies,  as  it  cannot  be  satis- 
factory to  continue  for  a  lengthened  period 
the  policy  of  making  and  maintaining  roads 
and  bridges  out  of  borrowed  money,  which 
has  been  virtually  what  has  been  going  on 
for  some  time.  The  borrowing  for  roads  and 
bridges  cannot  be  abruptly  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion, but  its  cessation  must  be  an  end  kept 
in  view.  I  need  not  further  pursue  the  sub- 
ject of  providing  local  revenue,  but  may  come 
to  that  which  is  of  most  moment  to  my  pre- 
sent object  —  considering  how  we  are  to  find 
Mr,  E,  Richardson 


the  means  of  pursuing  colonizing  operations. 
If  we  accept  the  starting-point  of  this  year 
which  I  have  assumed,  we  shall  have  to  ask 
ourselves  how,  without  increasing  the  taxation, 
we  may  have  the  means  of  meeting  t^e  addi- 
tional annual  charges  on  the  money  borrowed 
for  the  work  of  colonization. 

There  are  three  sources  of  increased  revenue, 
or  increased  means,  to  which  to  look  forward ; 
First,  the  natural  net  increases  of  revenue  front 
year  to  year ;  second,  the  increase  of  revenue 
from  new  railways,  and  also  the  increase  in 
revenue— apart  from  natural  increases — iram 
existing  railways,  as  they  are  fed  by  new  xBil- 
ways,  roads,  and  bridges ;  and,  third,  the  annual 
saving  from  reduced  rates  of  interest  on  loans 
converted,  apart  altogether  from  the  saving  of 
the  expenditure  of  Sinking  Fund,  with  which 
I  have,  in  this  Statement,  nothing  to  do. 

Now,  there  should  be  next  year,  and  for  some 
years  to  come,  at  least  a  net  natural  increase  of 
revenue  of  £50,000.  There  should  also  be  over 
many  years  an  average  additional  saving  of  at 
least  £20,000  annually  on  account  of  reduced 
interest  on  converted  loans.  Some  years  it  wiU 
amount  to  a  great  deal  more.  From  the  other 
source,  if  we  pursue  the  wise  policy  of  endeavour- 
ing as  soon  as  possible  to  obtain  returns  from 
borrowed  money  expended,  we  should  obtain 
considerable  increases  of  revenue  apart  from 
the  natural  increases.  When  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Bailway  is  finished  the  increases  from 
feeding  to  all  the  fragmentary  systems  in  the 
Island  will  be  enormous.  Putting  this  prospect 
on  one  side,  I  anticipate  that,  if  you  allow  me  to 
pursue  the  works  with  a  view  to  early  returns, 
there  will  be,  during  the  next  two  or  three 
years,  an  average  increase  in  railway  revenue  of 
at  least  £25,000  per  annum. 

We  have,  then,  a  net  natural  increckse  of  re- 
venue of  £50,000,  an  addition  each  year  to  the 
savings  on  account  of  conversion  of  £20,000, 
and  £25,000  increase  on  account  of  new  works: 
in  all,  £95,000. 

The  Government  considers  tliat  this  justi- 
fies our  borrowing  a  million  and  a  half  during- 
next  year,  and  that  the  probabilities  aro  that 
in  future  years  the  increases  of  revenue  will 
justify  at  le€kst  additions  of  from  one  to  one 
and  a  half  millions  a  year.  The  additional 
burden  of  this  million  and  a  half  will  amount, 
at  present  rates,  to  £60,000 ;  but  probably  in  a 
year  or  two  the  money  may  be  borrowed  at  3^ 
instead  of  4  per  cent.  But  it  will  be  said  I 
have  forgotten  the  additional  charge  of  the 
third  million  to  be  negotiated  next  year.  The 
third  million,  however,  has  not  been  forgotten ;. 
but,  in  considering  the  difference  between  this 
year  and  next,  it  has  to  be  remembered  that 
the  interest  on  naoney  obtained  by  temporary 
expedients  and  in  anticipation  of  the  loan  wiU 
cover  the  amount  of  interest  on  the  third  mil- 
lion. 

It  is  a  million  and  a  half  that,  as  has  already 
been  stated,  we  propose  to  take  authority  to 
borrow ;  and  I  may  say  we  also  propose  that 
it  should  cover  expenditure  up  to  the  end  of 
March,  1886.  I  have  not  taken  into  account 
the  annual  charge  of  the  North  Island  Tnmk 
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line  Qne-MiIIioii  Loan,  because,  up  to  the 
extent  of  £100,000, 1  think  we  can  provide  for 
that  line  out  of  the  million  and  a  half ;  and 
the  Government  wish  to  defer  negotiating  that 
loan  until  the  expenditure  on  the  line  is  very 
heavy.  At  first,  with  all  eagerness  to  push  it 
cm,  it  will  be  impossible  to  spend  much  money 
on  it ;  whilst,  if  the  whole  sum  is  brought  into 
ihe  Treasury,  there  will  be  the  old  danger  of  its 
being  spent  for  something  else. 

In  the  manner  of  stating  the  votes  proposed 
to  be  taken  for  railway  works  this  session  two 
changes  have  been  made,  which  it  is  believed 
will  be  very  beneficial,  not  alone  in  facilitating 
the  work  of  the  department,  and  enabling  the 
Minister  to  realize  the  state  of  affairs,  but  also 
in  letting  honourable  members  see  the  amount 
of  money  which  is  proposed  to  be  spent  during 
the  year  in  the  actual  construction  of  railway 
works  in  their  several  districts. 

The  changes  which  I  allude  to  are  as  fol- 
low:— 

1.  The  taking  of  separate  appropriations  for 
additional  works  required  on  opened  railways, 
as  distinct  from  new  works  for  extension  of 
railways ;  and 

2.  The  taking  of  separate  appropriations  for 
the  permanent-way  and  rolling-stock  required 
for  ail  railways,  including  additions  to  opened 
lines,  instead  of,  as  hitherto,  including  the  per- 
manent-way and  roUing-stock  in  the  votes  for 
construction  works. 

As  regards  the  first  of  these  proposals  — 
namely,  the  taking  of  separate  appropriations 
for  additional  works  required  on  the  opened 
railways  —  I  think  honourable  members  will 
bear  me  out  in  the  assertion  that  it  was  very 
difficult  in  the  past  to  realize,  from  the  amount 
of  the  vote  taken,  how  much  new  railway  works 
might  be  reasonably  anticipated,  as  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  sums  which  have  been  voted 
for  each  railway  from  year  to  year  has  been  ex- 
pended on  additions  and  improvements  to  the 
portion  of  railway  previously  opened. 

By  taking  the  votes  entirely  separately,  as 
is  now  proposed,  honourable  members  will  be 
enabled  to  see,  not  only  how  much  money  is 
proposed  to  be  devoted  to  each  new  extension 
of  the  railway  system,  and  to  additions  to  each 
opened  railway,  but  will  also  be  enabled  to 
realize  the  total  sum  required  from  year  to  year 
for  additions  to  the  opened  lines  as  a  whole, 
including  additional  rolling-stock. 

As  regards  the  second  proposal  which  I  have 
alluded  to — namely,  the  taking  of  separate 
appropriations  for  permanent-way  and  rolling- 
«t<K;k,  as  distinct  from  the  appropriations  for 
construction  works — it  is  believed  that  this  also 
will  be  a  great  help  to  honourable  members 
in  enabling  them  to  realize  the  extent  of  con- 
Btmction  works  which  will  actually  be  done  in 
the  various  localities,  besides  having  the  addi- 
tional advantage  of  enabling  the  departmental 
accounts  to  be  kept  in  a  manner  which  will 
be  more  easily  understood  than  by  the  method 
now  in  vogue. 

This  present  method  consists  in  charging  the 
permanent- way  and  rolling-stock,  when  ordered 
uom  Enc^andt  to  a  suspense  account,  in  terms 


of  section  4  of  the  Immigration  and  Public 
Works  Appropriation  Acts  passed  each  year; 
and  it  has  the  daily  and  hourly  disadvantaf^ 
that  the  Minister  can  never  tell  what  the  state 
of  the  vote  actually  is  from  time  to  time,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  suspense  account  being  a 
charge  upon  the  whole  class  of  votes  for  raal^ 
ways,  but  the  amount  chaigeable  to  each  rail- 
way being  indefinite  and  indeterminable  until 
the  close  of  the  year's  transactions. 

By  the  system  now  proposed,  of  taking  a 
separate  vote  for  permanent-way  and  rollmtf- 
stock,  all  these  complications  will  be  avoidea, 
and  the  statements  of  accounts  from  time  to 
time  under  votes  taken  for  actual  construction 
works  will  show  clearly  the  amount  actually 
expended,  and  also  the  amount  still  available 
for  expenditure  upon  that  class  of  works. 

On  the  1st  April,  1884,  there  was  an  available 
balance  for  expenditure  —  assuming  that  the 
advances  outstanding  were  cash— of  £877,912. 
This  does  not  include  a  payment  of  £75,208 
due  from  the  Land  Fund. 

The  outstanding  liabilities  on  the  81st  March, 
1884,  after  deducting  a  large  sum  for  Native 
land  purchases  not  likely  to  be  wanted  for  some 
time,  amounted  to  £1,818,550.  Between  the 
dlfit  March  and  the  31  st  August,  1884,  fur- 
ther liabilities  of  £286,446  have  been  incurred, 
making  the  total  liabilities  £1,549,996. 

I  have  already  stated  the  available  balance 
at  the  end  of  March  last  was  £877,912  :  deduct- 
ing this  from  the  liabilities,  there  is  a  deficiencv 
of  £672,084.  But,  then,  there  is  the  third  mil- 
lion of  the  1882  loan,  and,  assuming  it  to  come 
into  the  year's  account  and  to  net  par,  there 
will  be  a  balance  of  £327,916  only  available  for 
the  votes  of  this  year  beyond  liabilities.  With 
the  exception  of  this  small  balance,  therefore, 
the  votes  of  last  year  practically  disposed  of  the 
Three-Million  Loan,  and  not  only  of  that,  but  of 
the  £250,000  raised  under  the  Local  Inscribed 
Stock  Act,  the  proceeds  of  which  have  also  been 
drawn  into  the  Fund. 

As  far  as  I  can  see,  from  careful  examination, 
it  was  intended  that  the  Three-Million  Loan 
should  last  out  the  year  1885-86.  The  financial 
year  ends  on  the  81st  March,  and  the  Act  pre- 
scribes that  one  million  only  shall  be  borrowed 
in  the  three  years  1883, 1884,  and  1885.  The 
third  million  could  not  have  been  expected  to 
be  available  many  weeks  before  the  end  of 
March:  thus,  it  must  have  been  intended  to 
spend  the  money  before  it  was  borrowed,  or 
that  the  third  million  should  last  till  1886. 
But  the  then  Government  declared  that  they 
would  not  spend  money  before  it  was  borrowed ; 
so  it  must  have  been  intended  that  the  loan 
should  last  out  next  year ;  whilst,  as  I  have 
said,  with  an  additional  loan  of  £250,000,  there 
is  only  for  the  new  votes  of  this  year  £327,916. 

It  is  necessary  that  I  should  point  aJl  this 
out,  so  that  we  may  have  on  record  the  point 
at  which  the  new  loan  which  the  Government 
propose  intervenes,  as  also  that  you  mayreaUse 
that  a  great  paxt  of  that  new  loan  is  required  to 
fulfil  the  schedule  of  the  Three-Million  Loan 
Act,  besides  the  £250,000  which  has  also  been 
absorbed. 
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Oa  the  other  hand,  so  far  as  the  votes  are 
ooncemed,  it  is  only  justice  to  my  predecessor 
to  point  out  that  the  Yotes  of  each  year  include 
much  more  than  can  he  expended  within  the 
year.  A  system  has  grown  up  of  voting  suf- 
ficient to.  cover  the  probahle  cost  of  contracts, 
whether  or  not  these  contracts  can  be  executed 
during  the  year.  If  I  follow  the  same  system, 
and  take  large  votes  for  new  works,  honour- 
able members  must  understand  that  in  the  few 
months  that  remain  of  this  year  only  a  small 
portion  will  be  spent,  so  that  up  to  the  end  of 
March  next  I  estimate  we  shall  not  trench 
upon  the  actual  cash  proceeds  of  the  proposed 
new  loan  of  a  million  and  a  half  much,  if  any, 
more  than  £200,000 :  for  that  loan  the  Govern- 
ment is,  in  fact,  providing  for  expenditure  for 
the  year  1885-86. 

The  House  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  sound 
policy  to  provide  the  money  before  incurring 
the  expenditure.  We  propose  to  take  authority 
for  a  loaji  of  a  million  and  a  half,  as  has  already 
been  intimated  by  the  Ck>lonial  Treasurer.  Add- 
ing that  to  the  available  balance  at  the  end  of 
March  last  and  to  the  third  million  of  the  loan 
of  1882,  we  shall  have  a  total  of  £3,377,912 
available  for  expenditure  from  the  Ist  April  last 
for  liabilities  and  new  works  ;  or,  deducting  the 
liabilities  to  the  end  of  August  of  £1,549,996, 
there  will  be  £1,827,916  left  for  new  works, 
which  is  another  way  of  stating  the  balance  of 
£327,916  out  of  the  Three-Million  Loan  added 
to  the  proposed  new  loan  of  one  and  a  haJf 
millions. 

In  order  to  make  this  complicated  subject 
quite  clear,  I  should  explain  that  I  have 
treated  the  liabilities  of  £236,446  incurred  be- 
tween the  end  of  March  and  the  end  of  August 
as  liabilities.  As  far,  however,  as  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  incurring  them  is  concerned,  they  may 
treat  them  as  fresh  works  during  the  present 
year,  unvoted  as  yet,  but  to  be  voted  in  the 
estimates.  On  that  footing  the  late  Gk>vem- 
ment  may  say  they  had  £236,446  more  to  vote 
for  the  present  year  thaji  the  £327,916  I  give 
them  credit  for. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  figures,  I  propose 
to  ask  the  House  to  vote  in  all  this  year,  for 
liabilities  already  existing,  and  for  new  under- 
takings to  be  presently  entered  into,  the  sum 
of  £2,810,280,  made  up  as  follows  :— 

For  Immigration,  with  liabilities  at  the  end 
of  August  amounting  to  £62,280,  we  ask  for  a 
vote  of  £100,000. 

For  General  Departmental  Expenses,  with 
liabilities  £12,769,  we  ask  for  a  vote  of  £30,057. 

For  Railways  we  ask  for  a  vote  of  £1,667,516. 
On  this  sum  we  have  to  charge  £903,898  for 
existing  liabilities,  and  it  also  includes  £522,584 
for  additions  to  opened  lines ;  but,  of  this  sum 
of  £522,584,  there  are  existing  liabilities  of 
£845,295.  We  have  also  to  pay,  out  of  this 
vote,  for  rails  for  renewals  on  working  railways, 
the  sum  of  £100,000,  and  there  are  existing 
liabilities  under  this  head  of  £48,868.  The 
£100,000  has,  however,  to  be  repaid  to  the 
Public  Works  Fund  by  the  working  railways. 

For  Roads,  with  liabiUties  of  £359,464,  we 
ask  for  a  vote    of   £787,008.     This  includes 
Mr,  E.  Bichard9(m 


£304,200  for  grants-in-aid  under  the  Boacb 
and  Bridges  Construction  Act,  on  which  then 
are  liabilities  amounting  to  £204,200. 

For  Waterworks  on  Gold  Fields,  with  lia- 
bilities £7,663,  we  ask  for  a  vote  of  £12,857. 

For  Purchase  of  Native  Lands,  North  Island, 
we  ask  for  a  vote  of  £90,000,  that  being  the 
amount  estimated  to  be  required  to  m.eet  the 
payments  which  will  become  due  during  the 
year  now  current. 

For  Telegraph  Extension,  with  liabilities  of 
£20,423,  we  ask  for  a  vote  of  £29,322. 

For  Public  Buildings,  with  liabilities  £54,626, 
we  ask  for  a  vote  of  £171,104. 

For  Lighthouses  and  Harbour  Works,  with 
liabilities  of  £26,983,  we  ask  for  a  vote  of 
£55,916. 

And  for  Charges  and  Expenses  of  raising 
Loans  we  ask  for  a  vote  of  £16,600,  that  being 
the  ajnount  estimated  to  be  required  to  cover 
the  cost  of  raising  the  last  million  loan  which 
was  floated  in  England. 

With  the  exception  of  the  votes  for  raUwayB 
in  course  of  construction,  I  do  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  state  here  our  proposals  with 
regard  to  each  individual  work,  as  all  the 
necessary  information  with  regard  to  road 
works,  &o.,  which  are  proposed,  will  be  found 
in  the  estimates,  which  I  shall  presently  lay 
before  the  House  ;  but,  as  regards  the  railways 
in  course  of  construction  or  proposed,  it  is  de- 
sirable that  I  should  state  here  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  them. 

Taking  them  in  the  order  they  will  appear  in 
the  estimates,  our  intentions  are  as  follow : — 

Kawakawa, — The  vote  set  down  for  this  work 
is  merely  sufiicient  to  cover  existing  liabilities, 
but  it  is  proposed  to  have  plans  prepared  so  as 
to  enable  the  Government  to  put  the  extension 
of  the  line  towards  Kamo  in  hand  early  next 
year. 

Whangarei-Kamo, — The  vote  proposed  is  suf- 
ficient to  cover  all  existing  liabilities. 

Hamilton  -  Cambridge  Railway.  —  The  vote 
proposed  in  this  case  will  cover  the  completion 
and  equipment  of  the  line  throughout. 

Hamilton  -  Te  Aroha  and  Qrahamstoton  - 
Kopu.  —  The  vote  proposed  for  these  works 
will  complete  and  equip  the  railways  between 
the  points  indicated. 

Napier  to  Woodmlle  and  BunnytJiorpe. — ^This 
line  we  propose  to  complete  throughout  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  vote  proposed  for 
this  year  is  sufficient  to  cover  as  much  of  it 
as  can  conveniently  be  let  by  contract  before 
the  next  meeting  of  Parliament. 

WelUnaton^Woodville. — The  vote  proposed  for 
this  will  be  sufficient  to  complete  the  sections 
at  present  in  hand. 

New  Plymouth-Foxton. — ^The  vote  now  pro- 
posed for  this  line  is  estimated  to  be  sufficient 
to  complete  and  equip  the  railway  throughout, 
including  the  extension  from  New  Plymouth  to 
the  breakwater. 

Wellingtonr-Foxton. — In  this  case  the  vote  is 
merely  to  cover  existing  liabilities  on  account 
of  land  purchases,  Ac,  originally  undertaken 
by  the  Government. 

Main  Trunk  BMway,  North  I8land.'-Th& 
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Govetzunent  has  on  more  thaoi  one  occasion 
ezpiessed  its  conviction  of  the  expediency  of 
hastening  forward  to  the  utmost  the  construc- 
tion of  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk  Railway, 
and,  the  route  of  the  line  having  now  been 
deeidedi  I  have  been  enabled  to  issue  instruc- 
tions for  surveys  to  be  proceeded  witii  for  the 
fixst  section  south  of  Te  Awamutu,  and  I  hope 
in  a  few  weeks  to  be  prepared  to  call  for  tenders 
for  this  work. 

I  shall  leave  to  my  colleague,  the  Native 
Minister,  the  task  of  obtaining  land  along  the 
line. 

It  will  be  necessary  in  any  case  to  commence 
the  construction  at  the  other  end  of  the  line  ; 
and  it  will  greatly  facilitate  the  rapid  prose- 
cution of  the  work  if  the  construction  of  the 
Wellington  -  Manawatu  Railway  is  vigorously 
pushed  on. 

Nelsan^Botindell, — The  vote  proposed  in  this 
case  is  sufficient  to  complete  the  Wai-iti  sec- 
tion. 

GreymotUh-Reeftan. — For  this  railway  it  is 
only  proposed  to  vote  sufficient  to  cover  exist- 
ing liabilities  and  a  few  contingencies  which 
may  be  anticipated,  as  its  construction  is  ex- 
pected to  be  undertaken  by  private  enterprise, 
as  a  portion  of  the  railway  from  Nelson  to 
Brunnerton. 

Greymouth^Hokitika.— For  this  railway  it  is 
proposed  to  take  a  vote  this  year  sufficient  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  completion  of  the  four 
miles  from  Hokitika  to  the  Arahura,  and  it  is 
intended  to  continue  its  construction  from  year 
to  year  until  Hokitika  is  connected  by  rail  with 
the  Port  of  Greymouth. 

Blenheim  Southwards. — This  railway  we  in- 
tend to  complete  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the 
Awatere,  and  the  vote  proposed  will  cover  an- 
other contract  which  is  intended  to  be  let  this 
year,  in  addition  to  the  existing  one. 

Hurunui  Northwards. — The  vote  proposed 
for  this  railway  is  estimated  to  be  sufficient 
to  complete  and  equip  the  section  at  present 
onder  contract  between  Hurunui  and  the  Bed 
Post. 

Hurunui-Waipara. — ^This  railway,  including 
the  completion  of  the  Hurunui  Bridge,  with 
iron  cylinders  instead  of  piles,  will  be  finished 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  vote  proposed 
will  l^  sufficient  to  complete  and  equip  it. 

Upper  Ashburton  Branch. — The  vote  pro- 
posed for  this  is  estimated  to  be  sufficient  to 
complete  the  line  to  Mount  Somers  Township. 

lAncoln-LittU  River. — We  consider  that  this 
railway,  which  has  been  a  very  long  time  in 
hand,  should  now  be  completed  throughout  to 
Little  Kiver;  and  the  vote  proposed  will  be 
sufficient  to  do  this. 

Alhury  Branch. — In  this  case,  as  the  railway 
is  already  completed  as  far  as  it  is  necessary  to 
cany  it  at  present,  the  vote  proposed  is  merely 
sufficient  to  cover  existing  liabilities  and  con- 
tingencies. 

Oxford  to  Sheffield  and  Whitecliffa  Extension. 
—This  line  is  also  complete  from  Oxford  to 
Sheffield ;  but  there  are  some  outstanding  lia- 
bilities and  contingencies  to  be  met,  and  the 
vote  proposed  is  sufficient  to  cover  these,  and 


also  a  short  extension  at  the  end  of  the  White- 
cliifs  line  to  give  access  to  the  several  coal 
mines  across  the  river. 

Livingstone  Branch. — This  railway  was  com- 
menced and  partly  formed  throughout  its  whole 
length  of  twelve  miles  as  far  back  as  five  years 
ago,  and  the  £40,000  odd  expended  upon  it  up 
to  March  lost  has  been  lying  waste  for  severaJ 
years.  It  is  now  thought,  therefore,  that  it  is 
time  that  some  return  should  be  got  for  all 
this  expenditure ;  and  we  therefore  propose  to 
vote  this  year  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete  it 
throughout. 

Palnierstonr-WdiJiemo  (8  miles). — This  rail- 
way has  also  been  in  hand  an  unconscionable 
length  of  time,ajid  we  now  propose  to  complete 
it  forthwith.  The  vote  to  be  asked  for  will  be 
sufficient  to  do  this. 

Catlin's  River  Branch. — ^For  this  railway  we 
propose  a  vote  sufficient  to  complete  and  equip 
the  line  to  the  Port  Molyneux  Koad. 

Waipahi-Heriothurn.  —  This  railway  being 
already  completed,  the  vote  proposed  is  merely 
to  cover  existing  liabilities. 

Edendale-Toitois. — It  is  proposed  to  complete 
this  railway  to  the  end  of  the  present  forma- 
tion—  namely,  to  a  point  four  miles  beyond 
Wyudham ;  and  thp  vote  to  be  asked  for  will 
be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.' 

Otago  Central  Railway. — As  already  stated, 
I  consider  that  the  Hindon  section  of  this  rail- 
way should  have  been  more  rapidly  pushed 
ahead,  and  it  will  be  my  endeavour  to  further 
this  end  during  the  current  year  by  all  means  . 
in  my  power,  and  also  to  push  forward  the  con- 
struction of  the  line  generally  as  rapidly  as  is 
at  all  possible,  in  order  to  utilize  as  soon  as 
practicable  the  large  expenditure  of  close  upon 
£200,000  already  made  upon  it.  With  this  viow 
it  is  proposed  to  ask  this  year  for  a  vote  wnich 
will  be  sufficient  to  enable  all  the  work  to  be 
put  in  hand  which  can  be  reasonably  got  at 
without  entailing  a  heavy  loss  for  carriage  of 
material. 

Lumsden-Mararoa.  —  The  vote  proposed  for 
this  line  is  sufficient  to  complete  it  to  the  end 
of  present  formation — namely,  to  a  point  six 
miles  from  its  commencement. 

Gore-Kelso. — It  is  not  intended  to  continue 
this  line  at  present,  so  the  vote  proposed  is 
merely  sufficient  to  cover  cost  of  working  sur- 
vey and  land  plans. 

WaiTnea-Switzcrs. — The  vote  proposed  for 
this  is  sufficient  to  complete  it  up  to  the  end  of 
the  seventh  mile. 

Seaward  Bush. — For  this  railway  a  vote  is 
proposed  sufficient  to  complete  it  to  the  end  of 
the  sixth  mile. 

Riverton-Orepuki. — In  this  case  the  vote 
asked  for  will  comjslete  and  equip  the  railway 
throughout  up  to  its  present  terminus  near 
Orepuki. 

If  the  House  consents  to  vote  the  amount 
which  I  have  intimated  that  we  now  intend  to 
ask  for  railways,  we  shall  have,  I  expect,  by 
the  end  of  this  financial  vear,  a  length  of  1,480 
miles  of  railway  open  for  traffic,  as  against 
1,404  opened  up  to  the  31st  March  last. 

Honourable  members  are  aware  that  large 
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STuns  have  been  expended  on  roads  io  the  north 
of  Auckland  in  lieu  of  expenditure  on  railways. 
This  course  was  decided  on  many  years  since, 
it  being  considered  that  roads  were  a  more 
immediate  object  of  necessity  than  railways. 
The  time  has  come,  however,  when  the  people 
to  the  north  of  Auckland  are  very  earnestly 
appealing  for  an  extension  of  the  trunk  system 
of  railways  through  their  districts,  with  the 
view  to  connect  the  various  settlements. 

It  is  urged  with  great  force  that  the  tim- 
ber, gum,  coal,  and  other  minerals  which  the 
northern  districts  possess,  together  with  the 
capabilities  of  the  soil  of  a  ver}'  large  quantity 
of  land,  would  make  such  a  railway  at  once 
remunerative,  and  the  means  of  conferring  a 
large  amount  of  indirect  advantage  on  existing 
settlers,  besides  inducing  a  considerable  in- 
crease of  settlement. 

The  Government  think  the  subject  demands 
attention,  and  will  cause  inquiries  to  be  made 
in  order  to  place  the  House  in  possession,  next 
cession,  of  accurate  information  concerning  the 
route  and  prospects  of  a<lditional  railway  com- 
munication, the  extent  of  Crown  lands  likely 
to  be  benefited,  the  advantages  to  existing 
settlers,  and  what  funds  towards  payment  for 
the  construction  of  the  railway  would  be  deriv- 
able from  the  disposal  of  the  forests,  and  from 
rentals  obtainable  from  suitable-sized  farms  in 
the  districts  through  which  the  line  would  run. 

Although,  as  before  stated,  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  into  all  the  road  votes  in  detail,  it  is 
necessary  that  I  should  say  a  few  words  as 
regards  the  total  amounts  proposed  to  be  asked 
for  under  three  of  the  principal  classes  of  roads 
— namely,  the  roads  north  of  Auckland,  the 
grants-in-aid  under  the  Boads  and  Bridges 
Construction  Act,  and  tho  roads  to  open  up 
ands  before  sale,  as  it  might  otherwise  appear 
Uiat  the^e  amounts  are  excessive. 

For  the  roads  north  of  Auckland  our  proposal 
IS  to  take  a  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  balance  of 
the  amount  already  allocated  in  the  loan  of 
1882,  which  amounts  to  £103,800,  and  to  dis- 
tribute this  simi  amongst  the  various  local 
bodies,  to  be  expended  by  them  during  the 
remainder  of  this,  and  the  whole  of  the  next, 
financial  year.  This  is  done  in  order  that  they 
may  make  arrangements  for  the  works  being 
executed  during  the  most  suitable  period  of  the 
year,  as  it  has  been  found  that  the  annual 
allocations  of  small  amounts,  made  in  mid- 
summer, have  the  effect  of  running  the  con- 
struction into  the  winter- time,  and  also  of 
necessitating  its  being  done  in  a  very  piece- 
meal fashion. 

For  grants-in-aid  under  tho  Boads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act,  the  vote  proposed 
— and  the  one  which  so  materially  swells  the 
total  amount  asked  for  under  the  general  head- 
ing of  Boads  —  is  £804,200;  and  it  has  to  be 
explained  that  this  sum  includes  a  liability  of 
£204,200,  being  the  total  outstanding  balance 
of  all  allocations  made  up  to  end  of  March  last, 
together  with  £100,000  which  we  propose  for 
allocation  this  year  for  main  roads.  This  will 
leave  the  item  pf  district  roads  still  to  be  pro- 
vided for  under  the  permanent  appropriation 
Mr.  E,  Richardson 


of  £100,000  made  by  **  The  Boads  and  Bridget 
Construction  Act,  1882,"  the  balance  avioi- 
able  for  allocation  under  this  head,  including 
some  £1,803  of  debentures  already  paid,  being 
£48,987. 

For  the  roads  to  open  up  lands  before  sale 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  voted  is  £183,306, 
that  being  the  balance  of  loan  allocation  of 
1882,  with  some  small  additions  recommended 
this  year. 

I  venture  to  express  a  hope  that  next  year 
such  a  system  of  local  government  will  be 
introduced  as  will  make  it  unnecessary  to 
come  to  this  House  for  such  an  amount  of 
votes  for  roads  and  bridges. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  only  add 
that  J  hope  when  the  time  comes  round  for  the 
next  annual  Public  Works  Statement  I  shall  be 
able  to  show  that  the  department  generally  is 
being  administered  with  greater  economy  than 
at  present;  that  I  may  have  been  able  to  place 
the  tariff  on  the  railways  in  a  more  satisfactoiy 
state ;  and  that  I  shall  be  able  to  submit  a 
Bill  providing  for  tho  creation  of  non-political 
Boards  of  Management,  which  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  this  House  and  the  country. 

I  have,  I  am  sure,  wearied  the  House,  aad  ' 
perhaps  I  have  trespassed  too  far  on  its  pa- 
tience ;    and  it  only  remains  for  me  now  to 
thank  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  honourable  mem- 
bers for  the  indulgence  accorded  to  me. 

I  now  move,  That  the  estimates  sent  down 
by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  bo  referred  to 
Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  STOUT. — In  seconding  the  motion,  I 
wisli  to  make  a  brief  statement  with  reference 
to  the  position  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  railway  proposals  they  have  brought  befoze 
the  House,  including  that  dealt  with  this  after- 
noon. I  make  this  as  a  Ministerial  statement, 
because  it  does  not  refer  to  details  of  public 
works  which  have  been  laid  before  the  Honse 
by  my  colleague.  The  Government  wish  the 
House  distinctly  to  understand  that  all  the  pro- 
posals and  intentions  stated  by  my  coUeagne 
in  regard  to  railways  in  both  Islands  stand 
together,  and  stand,  moreover,  connected  with 
Bills  which  have  passed  this  House,  to  which 
we  have  already  said  we  attach  paramount  im- 
portance. The  Government  are  not  inclined  to 
take  too  local  a  view  of  railways,  and  to  say 
we  cannot  make  a  railway  to  this  town  be- 
cause we  cannot  make  it  to  another.  Patience 
must  be  exercised  by  localities,  so  that  railways 
may  be  carried  on  with  some  regard  to  speedily 
obtaining  returns  from  works  in  progress.  Bnt, 
whilst  not  taking  a  contractedly  narrow  view  of 
local  claims,  the  Government  have  no  notion  of 
seeing  one  Island  raised  to  a  prosperous  con- 
dition and  the  other  plunged  into  gloomy  de- 
pression. I  will  go,  indeed,  further,  and  add 
that,  since  there  appears  an  inclination  to 
bring  about  such  a  result,  the  Government  will 
be  no  party  to  it,  nor  will  they  suffer  it.  They 
would  sooner  that  this  session  should  be  en- 
tirely barren,  and  that  another  session  should 
immediately  follow,  with  or  without  an  appeal 
to  the  constituencies. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— Sir,  this  is  the  only 
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•occadon  on  which  the  House  will  have  any  op- 
portunity whatever  of  making  any  observations 
xegarding  public  works.  It  is  a  long  time  since 
the  Financial  Statement  was  made — five  weeks, 
I  believe.  I  do  not  recollect  such  a  long  inter- 
-ml  between  the  delivery  of  a  Financial  State- 
ment and  that  of  a  Public  Works  Statement, 
^hich  may  be  said  to  be  parts  of  one  whole.  I 
think  one  should  follow  the  other  as  speedily 
«8  pcMBsible.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  go  into  the 
Pablic  Works  Statement  minutely,  or  at  any 
length,  as  I  did  not  hear  plainly  what  the 
Mimster  said.  As  it  is  known  that  these  State- 
ments are  always  printed  before  delivery,  I 
think  they  might  also  be  circulated,  and  then 
we  should  be  able  to  follow  them,  and  per- 
haps take  up  the  running  more  effectively. 
The  honourable  gentleman  told  us,  first  of  all, 
that  there  were  between  two  handred  and  three 
hundred  miles  of  railway  in  progress.  That  is 
to  say,  a  great  deal  of  money  has  been  spent  on 
those  works  and  is  lying  unrcproductive.  It  is 
not  returning  anything  in  the  shape  of  interest, 
«nd  it  is  of  no  use  to  the  public;  and  I  was 
pleased  to  hear  him  say  he  intended  to  push  on 
those  works  with  due  celerity.  The  honour- 
«ble  gentleman  spoke  of  the  great  expendi- 
ture on  finished  luies.  In  fact,  considering  the 
small  amount  of  interest  which  our  railways 
are  returning — only  2^  per  cent.,  according  to 
the  report  of  the  General  Manager  last  session, 
while  the  money  costs  us  about  5  per  cent. — 
there  must  bo  a  very  considerable  loss,  and, 
when  we  add  to  this  the  large  expenditure  on 
•open  lines,  there  cannot  be  very  much  over. 
I  think  we  must  look  forward  to  a  time  in  the 
•case  of  every  line  when  wc  must  say  the  rail- 
way shall  keep  itself — that  expenditure  on  a 
line  must  be  taken  out  of  the  receipts  of  that 
line,  so  as  to  give  some  finality  to  this  expendi- 
ture of  borrowed  money  on  lines  that  have  been 
opened  for  years.  This  money  is  spent  chiefly 
on  extravagant  railway -stations.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentleman  told  us  that  the  repairs 
made  recently  have  been  executed  earlier  than 
there  was  any  occasion  for. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  did  not  say 
repairs.     I  w8is  alluding  to  the  additions. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— I  understood  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  be  referring  to  re- 
pairs, and  my  idea  was  that  it  would  be  better 
to  make  repairs  that  might  not  be  considered 
quite  necessary  than  that  there  should  be  any 
fisk  to  human  life.  Then,  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  of  opinion  that  we  should  have 
Boaids  of  Mansjgement  for  the  railways.  That 
is  a  large  subject;  and,  even  if  we  did  get 
Boajcds,  tiiey  might  not  prove  as  satisfactory  as 
the  honourable  gentleman  anticipates.  As  we 
propose  to  enter  upon  very  large  works,  and 
considering  the  large  amount  of  liabilities  con- 
nected with  imrhigration,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  vote  for  immigration  is  perhaps  rather 
too  small,  and  I  think  it  would  have  been  well 
if  the  honourable  gentleman,  instead  of  simply 
telling  US  the  amount  of  the  vote,  had  given  us 
some  idea  of  the  intentions  of  the  Government 
with  respect  to  immigration,  because  the  views 
of  the  Treasurer,  as  embodied  in  his  Statement, 


were  rather  indefinite,  and  not  quite  satisfac- 
tory. Then,  the  honourable  member  referred 
to  public  buildings.  I  did  not  catch  the  amount 
that  he  said  would  probably  be  expended 
during  the  current  year  on  public  buildings ; 
but  we  have  in  this  colony  expended  on  them 
about  £1,100,000  or  £1,200,000,  and  a  great 
part  of  this  has  been  spent  on  wooden  build- 
mgs.  Now,  what  has  reconciled  me  to  this  ex- 
penditure of  borrowed  money  on  public  build- 
uigs  was  simply  that  there  was  a  large  Sinking 
Fund  accruing.  That  appeared  to  mc  a  set-off 
to  the  almost  unjustifiable  expenditure  on  pub- 
lic buildings  which  could  only  be  expected  to 
last  for  a  lifetime.  But  I  understand  that 
this  Sinking  Fund  is  now  to  be  appropriated 
for  public  works ;  and  that  appropriation  wiU 
mean  this:  that  all  the  buildings  that  have 
hitherto  been  erected  in  the  colony  will  be 
thrown  upon  our  children  and  our  children's 
children ;  and  that  is  a  wrong  thing  to  do.  I 
think  we  should  bo  very  chary  about  doing 
that.  Those  who  come  after  us  will  have 
plenty  to  do  for  themselves,  and  I  think  that, 
as  far  as  buildings  are  concerned,  there  should 
be  a  sinking  fund,  so  that  the  generation 
which  really  reaps  the  benefit  of  those  buildings 
may  pay  for  them.  W^e  have,  as  representa- 
tives, a  duty  not  only  to  the  people  at  present 
in  New  Zealand,  but  also  to  those  who  come 
after  us.  It  is  quite  possible  that  in  future 
years  this  country  may  be  in  difficulties — the 
colony  may  not  be  able  to  pay  its  way — and 
if  that  should  happen,  the  people  will  only  be 
too  anxious  to  look  out  for  reasons  that  may 
appear  to  them  just  why  they  should  not  pay 
their  way ;  and,  if  we  have  placed  upon  them 
burdens  for  erection  of  public  buildings  which 
are  all  gone,  that  might  appear  to  them  a  fair 
reason  why  they  should  not  keep  faith  with 
the  public  creditor.  So  that  we  must  endea- 
vour to  act,  especially  as  regards  finance,  in 
such  a  way  as  will  bear  the  strictest  scrutiny. 
Our  finance,  in  so  far  as  borrowed  money  is 
concerned,  must  rest  on  sound  principles.  This 
expenditure  on  public  buildings,  as  it  is  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  borrowed  money,  without 
providing  for  its  payment  within  a  reason- 
able time — say  within  the  next  fifty  years 
— appears  to  me  not  a  very  satisfactory  expen- 
diture. Now,  with  regard  to  the  proposals  for 
the  future,  I  shall  not  enter  into  that  phase 
of  the  question,  partly  because,  in  order  to 
make  any  observations  upon  it,  one  would 
require  to  study  the  Statement;  because  I 
do  not  think  that  any  gentleman  sitting  in 
this  part  of  the  House  was  really  able  to  follow 
the  Public  Works  Minister,  on  account  of  the 
low  tone  of  voice  in  which  he  spoke.  However, 
I  must  say  that  on  the  first  blush  of  the  policy 
— ^for  we  might  almost  call  it  that — I  cannot 
say  that  I  see  anything  that  is  very  objection- 
able. But  I  was  not  clear  upon  one  or  two 
points.  For  instance,  tlie  honourable  gentle- 
man has  not  told  us  what  he  proposes  to  do 
with  this  one-million  loan  for  the  North  Island 
Railway.  He  has  told  us  that  he  intends  soon 
to  commence  the  line  in  this  direction  from  Te 
Awamutu.    I  presume  that  he  intends  paying 
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tor  this  work  from  the  million  and  a  half  that 
he  proposes  to  borrow  during  the  current  year. 
However,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
very  clear  on  that  point.  Then,  I  think,  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  not  very  clear  either 
as  to  the  allocation  of  the  loans.  He  certainly 
told  us  the  sums  of  money  that  were  intended 
to  be  spent  on  certain  lines,  or,  rather,  he  told 
us  the  points  to  which  the  lines  would  be  taken : 
but  I  think  it  is  very  desirable  that  this  money 
should  be  allocated  in  the  same  manner  as  was 
done  on  the  occasion  of  raising  the  last  loan. 
We  all  know  that  the  money  was  not  spent  as 
it  was  allocated.  We  know  that ;  but  that  was 
owing  to  this  oversight :  that  no  provision  was 
made  for  expenditure  on  open  lines.  We  are 
aware  that  that  was  the  cause  of  it,  and,  like 
prudent  men,  we  should  learn  from  experience. 
The  purposes  for  which  the  money  is  to  be 
borrowed  should  be  specified  in  the  schedule 
to  the  Loan  Act.  I  shall  conclude  my  remarks 
by  quoting  the  words  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself,  which  I  understood  him  to  say 
were  really  the  sum  and  substance  of  the 
policy ;  and  I  hope  the  words  quoted  are  really 
the  simi  and  substance  of  the  policy.  If  so,  I 
think  that. the  policy  may  be  acceptable.  The 
words  are  these :  *'  that  they  intended  going 
on  with  public  works  as  fast  as,  but  not  faster 
than,  our  means  permit." 

Mr.  BRYCE. — 1  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  continuing  the  debate  on  the  Public  Works 
Statement  which  has  just  been  made,  because 
I  think  it  would  be  a  very  poor  compliment 
indeed  to  the  honourable  gentleman  to  at- 
tempt anything  of  the  kind  this  evening.  I 
may  say  that,  on  the  whole,  the  Statement 
delivered  by  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
made  a  favourable  impression  upon  myself.  I 
rose  partly  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  that 
the  Statement  was  one  of  very  unusual  import- 
ance— important  in  the  respect  that  it  proposes 
to  deal  with  a  larger  sum  of  money  annually 
than  has  usually  been  proposed  for  some  years 
past;  important  also  in  the  respect  that  it 
contains  really  to  some  considerable  extent  a 
Financial  Statement;  and  it  is  in  other  re- 
spects of  more  than  average  importance.  But 
the  occasion  is  still  more  important,  I  think, 
when  we  consider  that  the  Premier  has  him- 
self, in  the  few  short  remarks  which  he  read, 
made  a  statement  of  an  importance  perhaps 
quite  equal  to  that  of  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment delivered  by  my  honourable  friend  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works.  I  take  it  the 
statement  made  by  the  Premier  is  of  the 
greatest  interest  to  us,  and  we  ought  to  take 
time  to  consider  it  before  attempting  to  reply 
to  it  or  deal  with  it  in  any  way.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  stated  that  the  railway  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  ought  to  be  tsJken  as 
a  whole,  and  that  the  Grovemment  meant  them 
to  be  so  taken,  and  that  any  failure  to  take 
them  in  that  way  might  result  in  another 
session  very  shortly,  or  perhaps  in  a  dissolution. 
These  are  the  reasons  why  I  think  the  debate 
should  not  be  continued  just  now,  and  why  it 
should  be  adjourned  in  some  way.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  form  would  be. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Thomson 


Mr.  STOUT.— There  is  no  necessity  lor  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  to  be  moved. 

Mr.  BRYCE .—^I  venture  to  express  a  hope 
that  the  Government  will  give  another  oppor- 
tunity to  debate  the  subject. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  should  deprecate 
any  discussion  going  on  to-night.  I  submit 
there  will  be  ample  opportunity  to  discuss  the 
Statement. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  think  there  is  a  desire  for 
an  adjournment.  The  Premier  has  made  a 
certain  important  statement,  and  I  think  it  is 
very  desirable  we  should  consider  such  a  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  would  point  out  that  the 
position  is  this:  If  this  motion  be  carried^ 
wheri  we  go  into  Supply  on  the  Public  Works 
Statement  there  will  be  ample  opportunity  for 
discussing  it,  or  on  the  motion  to  leave  the 
chair. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  quite  understand  it  in  that 
way.  If  the  Government  express  a  desire  that 
the  discussion  should  be  continued  at  a  con- 
venient opportunity,  it  is  equivalent  to  an 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  understood  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  was  going  to  close  the  debate  by 
making  a  reply. 

Mr.  STOUT.— This  motion  is  simply  a  formal 
one,  binding  the  House  to  nothing.  It  is  simply 
a  matter  of  convenience.  The  Public  Works 
Statement  was  made  on  that  motion,  which 
does  not  usually  give  rise  to  any  debate. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— This  particular 
motion  was  not  moved  to  evoke  discussion ;  but 
the  discussion,  if  any — as  no  doubt  there  will 
be  and  ought  to  be  on  the  figures  and  policy  I 
have  brought  down — should  take  place  on  the 
motion  for  going  into  Committee  of  Supply. 
As  far  as  a  reply  is  concerned,  there  are  only 
one  or  two  points  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  this 
evening.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara  says  that  the  amount  proposed  to  be 
expended  this  year  is  larger  than  usual.  I 
think  he  will  find,  on  looking  into  the  figures, 
that  that  is  hardly  correct.  If  the  House  is 
going  to  be  asked  to  vote  a  larger  amount,  it 
is  merely  because  there  are  three  or  four 
items  which  are  required  to  be  voted  to  carry 
out  the  conditions  of  the  Roads  and  Bridges 
Construction  and  other  Acts  which  have  been 
in  force  since  1882,  and  so  far  no  votes  taken» 
amounting  to  four  or  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds.  The  only  other  point  I  would  men- 
tion is  that  referred  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha.  The  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  to  take  exception  to  the  length  of  time 
that  had  elapsed  between  the  delivery  of  the 
Financial  Statement  and  the  delivery  of  the 
Public  Works  Statement.  I  find  that  in  1879, 
when  a  new  Government  came  into  office,  tlie 
Financial  Statement  was  made  on  the  11th 
November,  e^d  the  Public  Works  Statement  on 
the  9th  December.  In  1880,  when  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  in  existence  for  one  year,  the 
Financial  Statement  was  made  on  the  8th  June, 
and  the  Public  Works  Statement  on  the  6th 
August.  In  1881,  the  Government  having  been 
in  office  for  two  years,  the  Financial  StatemenI 
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(  deliyezed  on  the  6th  July,  and  the  Public 
Works  Statement  on  the  9th  August.  In  1882 
the  Financial  Statement  was  made  on  the  15th 
June,  and  the  Public  Works  Statement  on  the 
nth  July.  I  have  not  had  time  to  turn  up  the 
teoord  of  1888.  Bnt  this  year  a  new  Govern- 
ment came  into  office  on  the  1st  September,  and 
the  Financial  Statement  was  made  on  the  16th 
September.  Several  policy  Bills  have  since 
been  before  the  House,  and  now  the  Public 
Works  Statement  has  been  delivered  on  the 
S4th  October. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

BANKRUPTCY  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  16. — Landlord's  preferential  claim  to 
lent  limited. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "and  he  shall  not  be  entitled 
to  more  than  the  value  of  the  goods  distrain- 
able  as  a  preferential  claim,  but  may  prove 
finr  the  rent  due." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Seddon 
Shephard 
Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 
Stout 
Sutter 

Thompson,  T. 
Tole 
Trimble 
Walker 
Whyte,  J.  B. 

Tellers. 
Guinness 
White,  W. 


Ates,  44. 

BazTon 

McKenzie,  J. 

Bevan 

McMillan 

Brown 

Menteath 

Cadman 

Moat 

Cowan 

Montgomery 

Fraser 

Moss 

Fulton 

Newman 

Gillies 

O'Callaghan 

Hobbs 

O'Conor 

Joyce 

Ormond 

Lance 

Peacock 

Levestam 

Pyke 

Locke 

Reese 

Macarthur 

Richardson,  E. 

Samuel 

Noes,  7, 
Buckland,W.F.  t>^^,.^„ 
Qrigg  ^^*«*°^ 

Hatch 


Tellers. 


Majority  for,  37. 
Amendment    agreed    to,    and 
amended  agreed  to. 


clause    as 


POLICE  OFFENCES  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  18. — ^Penalty  for  trading,  &c.,  on  Sun- 
day. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  moved,  That  the  words, 
"or  plays  at  any  game  or  pastime  in  any 
pablic  place,"  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
''That  tiie  words  be  retained." 


Brace 
Oowan 
Fraser 
Fnlton 
Oillies 


Bakuene 
Hatch 


Ayes,  23. 
McKenzie,  J. 
McMillan 
Newman 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Reese 
Boss 
Shephard 


Thompson,  T. 
Thomson,  J.W. 
Tole 
Walker 
White,  W. 

Tellers. 
Hobbs 
Stewart,  W.  D. 


Noes,  35. 

Ballance            Lake 

'  Pyke 

Barron               Lance 

Richardson,  E. 

Beetham            Lamach 

Richardson,  G. 

Bevan                Levestam 

Shrimski 

Brown                Locke 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Bryce                 Macarthur 

Stout 

Buchanan          Menteath 

TeAo 

Buckland,  W.P.  Moat 

Trimble 

Dodson               Montgomery 

Whyte,  J.  B. 

Pitzherbert        Moss 

Tellers. 

Guinness           O'Callaghan 
Joyce                 Ormond 

O'Conor 

Seddon. 

Paib. 
For.  Against. 

Macandrew.  Mackenzie,  M. 

Majority  against,  12. 
Words  struck  out. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  following 
words— "or  gold-mining,  or  pastoral,  or  agri- 
cultural operations  " — be  inserted,  with  a  view 
to  ezemptmg  these  from  the  operation  of  the- 
clause. 
The  Committee  divided. 


Ballance 

Beetham 

Bevan 

B.-Bradshaw 

Buchanan 

Grigg 

Joyce 

Lance 

Locke 

Barron 
Bruce 


Ayes,  24. 
Macarthur         Samuel 
Mackenzie,  M.  Steward,  W.  J. 


Menteath 

Montgomery 

O'Callaghan 

O'Conor 

Pyke 


Stout 

Trimble 

Walker. 

Tellers. 
Levestam 


Richardson,  G.  Seddon. 


Noes,  28. 
Hobbs 
McKenzie,  J. 


Buokland.W.P.McMillan 


Dodson 

Pitzherbert 

Fraser 

Fulton 

Gillies 

Hakuene 

Hatch 


Moss 

Newman 

Pere 


Taiaroa 
Thompson,  T. 
Thomson,  J.W. - 
Tole 

White,  W. 
Whyte,  J.  B. 

Tellers. 


Shephard 

Stewart,  W.  D.  Lake 
Sutter  Peacock. 

Majority  against,  4. 
Amendment  negatived. 
The  Committee    divided   on   the  question^ 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Barron 

Bruce 

Buckland,W.F, 

Cadman 

Fergus 

Fraser 

Gillies 

Grigg 

Hakuene 

Hatch 

Hobbs 

Lake 

Ballance 

Bevan 

B.-Bradshaw 


Ayes,  33. 
McKenzie,  J. 
McMillan 
Montgomery 
Moss 
Newman 
Pearson 
Pere 


Shephard 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 

Noes,  20. 
Buchanan 
Dodson 
Joyce 


Stout 
Sutter 

Thompson,  T. 
Thomson,  J.W. 
Tole 
Walker 
White,  W. 
Whyte,  J.  B. 

Tellers. 
Fulton 
Peacock. 


Lance 

Levestam 

Macarthur 
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Mackenzie,  M.  Pyke  Trimble. 

Menteath  Bichardson,  G.         Tellers, 

Moat  Seddon  O'Gonor 

O'Callaghan      Shrimski  Samuel. 

Pair. 
For.  Against. 

Macandrew.  Te  Ao. 

Majority  for,  18. 
Clause  retained. 

Mr.   SEDDON  moved,  That  the  Chairman 
Heave  the  chair. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  2. 

Tellers. 
Levestam               Seddon. 

Noes,  49. 

Ballanoe 

Beetham 

Bevan 

Bruce 

Buchanan 

Lake 
Lance 

Mackenzie,  M. 
McKenzie,  J. 
McMillan 

Samuel 
Shephard 
Shrimski 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Stewart,  W.  D. 

Buckland,W.F.Menteath  Stout 

Cadman  Moat  Sutter 

Dodson  Montgomery      Thompson,  T. 

Fergus  Moss  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Fraser  Newman  Tole 

Fulton  O'Callaghan       Trimble 

Gillies  O'Conor  White,  W. 

•Grigg  Peacock  Whyte,  J.  B. 

Hakuene  Pearson 

Hatch  Pere  Tellers. 

Hobbs  Bcese  Barron 

Joyce  Bichardson,  G.  Walker. 

Majority  against,  47. 

Motion  negatived. 

Clause  22. — Penalty  for  exposure  of  person 
'Or  grossly  indecent  acts. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  there  be  struck 
out  the  latter  part  of  the  clause,  providing  that 
flogging  should  bo  one  of  the  penalties. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
-**  That  the  subsection  be  retained." 

Ayes,  22. 
Boetham  Mc^Iillan  Trimblo 

Fraser  Moat  Walker 

Gillies  Newman  White,  W. 

•Origg  Peacock  Whyte,  J.  B. 

Hakuene  Pere 

Hatch  Steward,  W.  J.         Tellers. 

Hobbs  Sutter  Buchanan 

liake  Thompson,  T.    O'Callaghan. 

Nobs,  18. 
Ballance  Reese  Tole. 

Barron  Richardson,  G. 

Buckland,W.F.Seddon  Tellers. 

-Joyce  Stout  Bevan 

liovestam  Thomson,  J.  W.  Moss. 

Majority  for,  9. 

Subsection  retained. 

Bill  reported,  witti  amendments. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
«two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Monday,  27th  October,  1884, 


Fu-8t  BeadlngB— Third  Beadings— PaniahmentB  for 
OfPenceB  in  Gaols — Oovemment  Policy  Mom  una 
—  East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and 
Nelson  Bailway  and  BsJlways  Constmction  BUI 
—Drainage  of  Mines  Bill— Public  Works  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half -past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  Destitute  Per- 
sons Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Trustees,  Executors,  and  Agency  Company- 
Bill,  Fisheries  Conservation  Bill,  Waikato  God- 
fiscated  Lands  Bill. 

PUNISHMENTS  FOR  OFFENCES  IN 
GAOLS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  he  would  not 
ask  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  the  ques- 
tion of  which  he  had  given  notice,  Whether,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Government,  the  present  ar- 
rangements for  punishing  offences  of  prisonera 
under  sentence  in  the  gaols  of  the  colony  are 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such 
punishments  as  were  formerly  inflicted,  notably 
m  Dunedin,  under  the  authority  of  Visiting 
Justices  ?  Since  giving  notice  of  the  question 
he  had  been  informed  that  one  honourable 
gentleman  was  desirous  of  speaking  on  the  sub- 
ject, and,  in  order  to  give  nim  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  the  matter  forward  in  whateveK 
manner  he  pleased  to  adopt  to  insure  its  free 
discussion,  he  (Mr.  Mantell)  would  abstain  from 
putting  the  question. 

The  Hon.  Captam  FRASER  rose  to  say  that 
he  had  intimated  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  that 
he  might  take  whatever  course  he  liked,  and 
that  he  (Captain  Fraser)  should  take  his  own 
course.  He  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
Council  in  order  to  state  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell  had  no  warrant  for  what  he  had  said* 
He  did  not  for  a  moment  think  that  ibB 
courteous  and  gentlemanly  tone  of  the  ques- 
tion which  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  had  flying  in 
the  Order  Paper  for  many  days  was  the  reply 
to  a  question  which  he  hsbd  asked  in  the 
Council,  as  they  all  knew  he  was  overflowing 
with  the  milk  of  human  kindness.  He  could 
only  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Mantell,  like  himself,  was  getting  old,  tad 
his  memory  was  failing.  He  saw  by  Hansard 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  was  in  the 
Council  on  the  9th  September,  1881 ;  emd  he 
might  have  heard  on  that  occasion  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Whitaker  introduce  a  Prisons  Bill ;  and  the 
honourable  gentlemen  present  on  that  oocft- 
sion  would  recollect  that  this  occurred : — 

"  The  Hon.  Captain  F&asbb  expressed  a  hope 
that  greater  powers  would  be  conferred  upon 
Captain  Hume  than  that  gentleman  appeaxed 
to  possess  at  the  present  time.  .  •  .  Hb 
also  desired  to  point  oat  that  there  was  a  olantt 
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in  the  present  Act  giving  power  to  Visiting 
Justices  to  keep  a  prisoner  in  gaol  a  year  longer 
than  the  term  of  his  sentence.  Thus,  if  a  Judge 
sentenced  a  prisoner  to  five  years'  imprison- 
ment, it  was  in  the  power  of  tiie  Visiting  Jus- 
tices to  retain  him  for  six  years  for  repeated 
infractions  of  prison  regulations.  He  did  not 
tlunlc  it  proper  that  such  a  clause  should  be 
pennitted  to  exist.  It  was  acted  upon  in  this 
colony ;  but  he  hoped  to  see  a  limit  put  to  it 
by  an  Order  of  the  Governor  in  Council." 

He  believed  that  it  was  in  consequence  of 
that  suggestion  that  a  limit  was  put  to  that 
power.  He  had  visited  the  best  gaols  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  and  he  found  that  not  in  one 
of  them  was  any  man  ever  kept  one  day  longer 
than  his  sentence,  whatever  his  conduct  might 
be. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  was  sorry  to  inter- 
rapt  the  honourable  .gentleman,  but  desired  to 
ask  the  Speaker's  ruling  if  this  discussion  was 
not  somewhat  irregular. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  honourable  member  was  strictly 
in  order ;  but  it  wfLs  his  (the  Speaker's)  duty 
fa)  point  out  to  the  Council  that  the  privi- 
lege of  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  order  to  talk  on  all  sorts  of  subjects  was 
a  great  one,  and  one  that  should  very  rarely  be 
ozercised.  He  could  not  rule  the  honourable 
gentleman  out  of  order,  but  he  would  ask  the 
Council  to  support  him,  because,  if  this  pri- 
Tilege  was  too  muck  indulged  in,  it  would 
cause  very  great  inconvenience. 

TheHon.  Captain  FBASER  said  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Mantell  had  informed  him  that  it  was  reported 
that  he  (Captain  Eraser)  had  left  the  colony  to 
avoid  being  present  at  the  Commission  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  proceedings  at  the 
gaol.  He  asked  who  said  that,  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Mantell  said,  "  People  outside  Parliament." 
He  (Captain  Eraser)  replied  that,  if  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  acquaintances  outside  were 
of  that  description,  he  could  not  compliment 
him  upon  his  acquaintances. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  said  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  excuse  the  interruption, 
but  he  desired  to  say  that  the  conversation  was 
new  to  him,  excepting  that  he  did  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  tliere  were  people 
foolish  enough  to  circulate  that  report,  and  that 
he  (Mr.  Mantell)  did  not  believe  it ;  but  the  re- 
flection the  honourable  gentleman  fancied  he 
bad  made  upon  his  (Mr.  Mantell's)  associates 
did  not  reach  his  ears  on  the  occasion. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB  said  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  were  in  Dunedin  shortly 
before  he  left  New  Zealand,  and  he  was  in 
commimication  with  them,  but  heard  nothing 
of  this  Commission ;  and  Major  Atkinson  told 
him  he  would  write  to  the  Agent  -  General 
to  facilitate  his  (Captain  Eraser's)  visiting 
of  the  reformatories.  He  left  New  Zealand 
for  the  purpose  of  consulting  an  oculist,  and 
had  he  not  done  so  he  would  probably  now 
have  been  blind,  so  that  whoever  spread  the 
report  had  no  warrant  for  it.  Before  ho  went 
Home,  he  had  endeavoured  to  assist  Captain 
Home  in  the  work  he  had  to  perform,  and  had 


told  him  that  he  was  almost  tired  of  the  gaoL 
The  report  of  paid  subordinates,  he  thought,  was 
very  much  the  same  as  an  audit  report  cooked 
to  order ;  and,  immediately  he  heard  that  euoik- 
a  Commission  had  sat  in  his  absence,  he  deter* 
mined  to  send  in  his  resignation :  he  could  not 
remain  a  Visiting  Justice  under  a  person  iiL 
whom  he  had  no  confidence,  and  for  whom  ha 
had  no  respect.  Captain  Hume  had  said  to  hini 
more  than  once,  **  I  wish  that  you  would  re- 
sign, as  I  could  tiien  easily  deal  with  the  other 
Visiting  Justices."  He  could  say  that  since  the 
inquiry  a  great  change  had  taken  place.  Tha 
work  of  the  prisoners  was  once  estimated  to  be 
worth  more  than  that  of  ordinary  navvies ; 
but  now  it  was  worth  nothing,  as  warders  were 
afraid  to  report  prisoners.  He  asked  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  adjournment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  objected  to  tha 
withdrawal  of  the  motion  until  he  had  said  a 
few  words.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
taken  an  entirely  wrong  view  of  the  matter. 
He  had  no  doubt  read  the  report. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB.— I  have  never 
read  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  would  advise 
the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser  to  read  it,  and  then, 
he  would  probably  take  some  course  regard- 
ing  it.  He  would  see  that  ho  (Mr.  Mantell) 
was  entirely  free  from  the  suspicion  with  which, 
he  was  charged;  and  he  (the  Hon.  Captain 
Eraser)  would  probably  move  for  the  production 
of  papers  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  meet» 
ing  the  hints  in  the  report  in  a  more  satisfac* 
tory  maimer  than  they  had  been  met  up  to  the 
present  moment.  The  Commissioners  stated 
that  the  reason  for  not  making  a  recommenda- 
tion was  owing  to  the  absence  of  one  gentle- 
man, who  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  heing 
heard ;  and  added, — 

"  We  believe  the  adoption  of  the  «uggestions- 
contained  in  the  report  will  render  a  repetition 
of  such  abuses  impossible.  But  for  that,  we 
should  feel  constrained  to  recommend  His  Ex- 
cellency to  remove  those  gentlemen  from  the 
position  of  Visiting  Justices." 

He  thought  he  might  be  pardoned  for  desir- 
ing to  know  if  the  anticipations  of  the  Com- 
mission had  been  realized.  Ho  would  not  put 
his  question,  but  would  strongly  advise  the  Hon« 
Captain  Eraser,  in  the  first  place,  not  to  mis* 
understand  him — not  to  mistake  his  motives — 
but  to  read  the  report,  and  take  such  steps  as 
he  might  then  think  advisable. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB.— I  say, "  Timeo 
Danaos  et  dona  ferenteaJ'* 

GOVEBNMENT  POLICY  MEASUBES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— Before  pro- 
ceeding to  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  a  ques- 
tion. In  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
an  important  Ministerial  statement  has  been 
made  regarding  the  conduct  of  the  business  of 
Parliament.  It  is  usual,  when  an  important 
statement  of  that  character  is  made,  for  some 
reference  to  be  made  to  it  by  the  Ministerial 
leader  in  this  branch  of  the  Legislature.  I 
wish  to  inquire  from  my  honourable  friend  if 
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he  has  any  statement  to  make  in  the  Council 
of  the  same  character,  or  in  connection  with 
the  statement  made  in  the  other  hranch  of  the 
Legislature. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  not 
aware  what  statement  the  honourable  gentle- 
man refers  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  — It  is  an 
important  lilinisterial  statement  that  appears, 
from  the  Press,  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Hon.  the  Premier,  and  based  upon  a  written  or 
printed  document  the  Premier  held  in  his 
'  hand  at  the  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BUCKLEY.— To  what  effect  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  presume, 
in  that  case,  the  question  has  not  been  con- 
sidered in  the  Cabinet. 

EAST  AND  WEST   COAST   (MIDDLE 
ISLAND)  AND  NELSON  RAILWAY  AND 
RAILWAYS  CONSTRUCTION  BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  on 
;ihis  Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said,— I  do  not  want 
to  raise  a  discussion  on  the  merits  of  this  Bill : 
that  is  not  desirable  at  this  stage ;  but  I  want 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
to  this  point :  I  have  looked  through  this  Bill, 
and  I  am  bound  to  say  I  cannot  see  why  all 
these  borrowing  clauses  —  from  clause  10  to 
•clause  18,  with  the  exception  of  the  12th  clause 
— are  introduced.  I  think  this  is  a  convenient 
time  to  state  my  objections.  The  Council  will 
see  that  any  company  that  proceeds  under  the 
authority  of  this  Bill  will  have  to  incorporate 
itself  in  some  form  or  other  under  the  law  of 
New  Zealand,  by  registering  itself  under  the 
•Companies  Act,  or  by  forming  itself  under 
some  similar  Act  in  England,  and  in  that  case 
all  these  powers  will  necessarily  have  to  be 
inserted  in  their  articles  of  incorporation.  I 
fail  to  see  at  all  why,  in  an  Act  under  which 
the  colony  declines  to  accept  liabilities  of 
any  kind,  these  clauses  should  be  introduced. 
What  purpose  will  be  served  by  these  clauses, 
which  impose  certain  restrictions  on  the  com- 
pany? What  purpose  will  be  served  by  the 
clause  restricting  the  interest  to  6  per  cent.  ? 
I  do  not  know  what  right  we  have  to  say  that 
they  shall  borrow  money  at  6  per  cent.  They 
might  have  to  borrow  at  a  much  higher  rate. 
The  line,  I  think,  will  be  either  a  total  failure 
or  a  great  success,  and  in  either  event  it  is  of 
very  little  moment  at  what  rate  the  money  is 
borrowed.  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  ap- 
parently exercise  a  jurisdiction  over  them  m 
compelling  them  to  observe  certain  forms: 
it  is  a  matter  with  which  we  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do.  All  that  is  supposed  to  be 
given  by  this  Bill  is  the  title  to  certain  grants 
of  land.  That  is  the  whole  Bill ;  and  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to 
interfere  with  the  machinery  they  think  proper 
for  carrj'ing  out  their  purposes,  when,  in  truth, 
we  have  really  nothing  to  do  with  it.  We 
compel  them  to  do  many  things  which  they 
may  find  very  burdensome,  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that,  by  assuming  the  right  to  this 
jurisdiction,  it  will  bo  said  the  colony  has  taken 
Hon.  Mr,  Waterhouse 


Some  liability.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  reason 
why  these  clauses  have  been  inserted,  because, 
if  there  is  an  absolutely  good  reason  given,  that 
will  save  time  hereafter,  when  these  claases 
are  considered  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.— In  order 
to  avoid  general  discussion  in  Committee,  I  will 
state  that  I  intend  to  move  an  amendment  in 
clause  4,  to  strike  out  the  words,  "by  the 
Arthmr's  Pass  route."  The  words  that  have 
been  inserted  in  this  Bill  since  it  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Government  have  caused  much 
disappointment  and  anxiety  among  people  who 
are  connected  with  one  part  of  the  scheme,  the 
Nelson  &nd  West  Coast  line.  The  connections 
of  the  railway  are  less  convenient  by  this 
Arthur's  Pass,  and  they  fail  to  do  what  it  is 
supposed  the  other  Pass  will  do ;  they  fail  to 
admit  of  the  connection  by  way  of  what  is 
known  in  Parliament  as  the  central  route; 
they  fail  to  admit  of  the  connection  of  the 
West  Coast  direct  with  Nelson,  Marlborough, 
and  Wellington,  which  would  be  effected  if 
the  Lewis  Pass  were  adopted.  I  think  that 
in  the  interests  of  the  company — if  such  a 
company  should  be  floated — it  is  very  unde- 
sirable that  a  limitation  should  be  put  into  a 
Bill  of  this  kind.  It  should  be  left  to  the  com- 
pany to  choose  the  route  most  likely  to  be  pro- 
fitable. It  seems  a  very  unwise  limitation  to 
cut  them  off  from  what  they  may  think  the 
most  profitable  route,  and  one  which  may  be 
the  best  for  the  colony  at  large,  though  not, 
perhaps,  for  one  particular  part  of  it.  I  do 
not  intend  to  go  fully  into  the  subject,  but  I 
think  it  right  to  put  these  few  remarics  on 
record,  and  I  hope  the  Government  will  take 
them  seriously  into  consideration. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  5. — Governor  may  contract  to  take 
over  and  work  railway,  in  consideration  of  re- 
ceiving portions  of  gross  traffic  receipts. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  moved.  That 
the  clause  be  struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  be  retained.'* 


Ayes,  10. 

Bonar 

Dignan 

Reeves 

Brett 

Lahmann 

Reynolds 

Buckley,  P.  A 

Ngatata 

Williamson. 

Campbell 

Noes,  23. 

Acland 

Johnson,  G.  R. 

Pharaayn 

Bamicoat 

Johnston,  J. 

Pollen 

Brandon 

^IcLean 

Richmond,  J.  G. 

Chamberlin 

Miller 

Waterhouse 

Eraser 

Nurse 

Whitmore 

Grace 

Oliver 

Wigley 

Hart 

Peacock 

Wilson. 

Henderson 

Peter 

Majority  against,  13. 
Clause  struck  out. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

DRAINAGE  OP  MINES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving  the 
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second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a  short 
Bill  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  provisions 
of  sections  71  and  75  of  the' Mines  Act.  It  ap- 
peared that,  where  mines  had  been  flooded,  and 
their  drainage  had  be^i  undertaken,  it  had 
been  found  impossible  to  enforce  the  law,  and 
it  was  now  proposed  to  introduce  two  clauses 
and  repeal  the  old  ones.  That  was  the  whole 
scope  of  the  Bill,  which  was  purely  a  machinery 
BUI,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the 
prorisions  of  the  Mines  Act. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  Bill  was 
introduced  for  tho  purpose  of  amending  the  Act 
of  1888.  There  were  certain  provisions  in  it 
which  were  merely  departmental  piovisions ;  but 
it  was  considered  desirable  that  the  Statute 
Book  should  not  be  incumbered,  and  that  the 
Act  of  1883  should  be  repealed,  and  its  pro- 
visions enacted  again,  with  the  alterations 
which  the  department  found  necessary  for 
carrying  the  mere  details  of  office  into  execu- 
tion. The  Bill  was  of  a  very  simple  nature, 
being  the  Aet  of  1883  with  some  amendments 
which  were  practically  of  an  unimportant 
character,  to  which  he  would  call  attention 
when  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  that, 
although  the  amendments  proposed  in  the  Bill, 
as  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  said,  were  of  an 
unimportant  character,  the  Bill  itself  intro- 
duced a  somewhat  novel  and,  he  thought,  a 
dangerous  provision,  to  which  he  would  call 
the  attention  of  his  honourable  friend.  If 
honourable  members  would  look  into  it  they 
would  see  that  the  effect  of  the  Bill  was  to 
invest  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  for  the 
time  being — a  political  officer — with  very  im- 
portant judicial  func'tions.  It  was  in  that 
respect  that  the  Bill  appeared  to  initiate  a 
novel  and,  he  considered,  an  objectionable 
change  in  the  law.  Whenever  there  was,  be- 
tween two  boroughs,  a  dispute  with  reference 
to  the  maintenance  of  a  road  that  was  common 
property,  there  was  power  of  appeal  to  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate,  who  decided  upon  the  merits 
of  the  case ;  but  when  a  more  important  prin- 
oiple  was  at  stake — when  a  dispute  existed  with 
regard  to  the  maintenance  of  a  road  between 
two  districts  or  counties,  or  regarding  the 
maintenance  of  a  bridge,  ferry,  or  ford — ^instead 
of  Courts  of  law  being  resorted  to,  the  Minis- 
ter was  to  be  endowed  with  judicial  functions 
to  settle  these  disputes,  without  any  right  of 
appeal,  and  without  any  provisions  regarding 
the  mode  in  which  he  was  to  take  evidence. 
This,  he  thought,  was  a  very  objectionable  pro- 
vision. There  was  no  doubt  that  a  Minister, 
whoever  he  might  be — and  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  especially — would  be  subject  to 
pohtical  pressure,  and  to  local  pressure ;  and 
he  thought  that  the  Minister  was  therefore 
the  last  person  who  should  be  endowed  with 
these  judicial  functions.  He  hoped  that,  be- 
fore the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  his  honourable 
friend  would  direct  his  attention  to  this,  and 


he  had  no  doubt  that,  with  that  desire  to 
maintain  the  impartiality  of  the  law  which 
always  characterized  him,  he  would  introduce 
amendments  into  the  Bill. 

Bill  resid  a  second  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes 
past  eight  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Moiiday,  27th  October,  1884. 


First  Beading— Second  Rea>ding— Third  Beading- 
Bill  disoharged— Ooyemment  Policy  Measures- 
Police  Offences  Bill— Land  Bill. 

Mr.  SPBi£KSB  took  the  ohair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Pkayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
City  Electorates  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Road  Boards  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Police  Offences  Bill. 

BILL  DISCHARGED. 
Cruelty  to  Animals  Bill. 

GOVERNMENT  POLICY  MEASURES. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Sir,  before  the  Orders  of  tho 
Day  are  called  on,  I  beg  to  move  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  I  am  anxious  to  bring 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  state- 
ment which  was  made  by  the  Premier  on 
Friday  night,  immediately  after  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  had  made  his  Public  Works 
Statement.  I  make  this  motion  because  I 
presume  some  explanation  will  be  given  by  the 
Premier  in  regard  to  the  meaning  of  his  state- 
ment. I  can  only  at  present  say  that  it  was 
with  feelings  of  pain  and  regret  that  I  heard 
such  a  statement  made,  and  that  the  impres- 
sion left  on  my  mind  was  that  it  really  does 
threaten  the  freedom  of  debate  in  this  House, 
that  it  was  totally  uncalled  for,  and  that 
Parliament  had  done  nothing  to  deserve  a  re- 
proach of  that  kind;  and  I  do  think,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  we,  as  a  Parliament,  should 
not  allow  it  to  be  said  that  a  Government  will 
not  permit  us  or  suffer  us  to  take  such  a  line 
of  action  as  we  think  proper.  I  sav  solemnly 
that,  as  far  as  I  understand  what  has  passed 
in  Parliament,  nothing  whatever  has  tran- 
spired to  justify  the  language  in  which  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament  were  described  in 
the  statement.  I  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  the  House,  hoping  that  the  Government  will 
make  such  an  explanation  as  will  render  all 
further  proceedings  unnecessary. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  understood,  from  the  "  Hear, 
hears"  with  which  this  motion  was  greeted, 
that  some  other  honourable  member  had  some- 
thing to  say  on  the  matter. 
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Major  ATKINSON.— Wo  want  to  hear  your 
explanation  first. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  should  like  the  honourable 
member  to  state  what  explanation  he  desires. 
It  is  perfectly  well  known  to  him  what  the 
statement  refers  to.    He  himself  was  one  of 
the  first  to  announce  in  the  House  that  he 
thought  the  Qovcmment  had  not  a  majority 
in  another  place;   and  he  seemed  rather  to 
glory  in  the  fact  that  one  of  the  policy  Bills  of 
the  Government  had  been  thrown  out  in  the 
Council.    The  statement  has  reference  to  that. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned — and  I  presume  I  am 
speaking  for  the  Government — the  Government 
are  not    going  to    remain   on  these  benches 
simply  to  register  Appropriation  Acts,  ao^d  allow 
their  policy  Bills  to  be  interfered  with  in  an- 
other place.     They  must  either  resign  their 
seats,  or  else  take  sQme  other  means  to  ascer- 
tain the  feeling  of  the  country.    It  is  absurd 
to  suppose  that  the  Ministry  will  allow  another 
Chamber,  composed  as  that  Chamber  is,  to  do 
what  it  pleases  with  reference  to  the  Govern- 
ment policy.     I  do  not  wish,  upon  a  motion  of 
this  kind,  to  reflect  upon  the  other  Chamber  or 
upon  individual  members  of  it,  though  I  would 
observe,  if  the  reports  of  what  is  said  in  the 
other  Chamber  are  correct,  one  of  the  members 
of  the  late  Government  seems  to  be  imable  to 
rise  in  his  place  on  any  occasion  without  making 
a  personal  attack  upon  myself — even  upon  this 
very  question  of  the  district  railways,  though 
ho  was  the  last  person  who  should  have  made 
a  debate  on   that  measure  the  occasion  for 
making  personal  reflections.     If  he  had  any 
proper  feeling  with  regard  to  his  past  action,  he 
should  not  have  made  any  such  references,  he 
being  a  gentleman  who,  in  order  to  appear  pure 
before  Parliament  and  the  country,  forced  the 
Waimea  Plains  Eailway  Company  to  buy  back 
his  shares  at  par,  although  they  were  not  selling 
in  the  market  at  par.    His  action  is  certainly 
rather  peculiar.    However,  I  will  not  criticise 
his  action  in  that  respect,  or  any  of  the  re- 
marks made  ;  but  I  must  say  that  it  was  per- 
fectly plain  to  my  muid — and,  I  believe,  plain 
not  only  to  the  Government,  but  to  a  majority 
of  the  House — that  there  was  an  intention  on 
the  part  of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
to  carry  measures  that  were  only  beneficial  to 
one  part  of  the  colony.     And  that  is  more 
apparent  if  we  consider  the  constitution  of  that 
body.    Any  one  who  looks  at  the  constitution  of 
the  Legislative  Council  will  see  that  there  is 
a  preponderance  of  members  in  it  from  one  dis- 
trict.    For  example,  if  the  Legislative  Council 
were  to  be  constituted  on  a  population  basis — 
that  is  to  say,  if  representatives  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed from  various  districts ;  and  I  think  that 
would  be  a  fair  basis — if  we  were  to  have  equal 
representation  of  other  parts  of  the  colony  as 
compared  with  Wellington  in  the  Legislative 
Council,  there  would  be  IBO  or  140  members  in 
t^at  Chamber.     What  the  Government  stated 
is,  I  apprehend,  what  any  Government  would 
have  stated ;  and,  when  they  know  that  another 
Chamber  is  going  to  throw  out  all  their  policy 
Bills,  they  must  consider  what  is  to  be  done.    I 
submit  that  other  Governments  have  put  the 


same  thing  much  more  strongly  than  we  did* 
I  do  not  think  any  further  explanation  ift- 
necessary. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
announcement  made  by  the  Prime  Minister  the 
other  day  was  one  peculiarly  arbitrary  in  its 
character.  It  was  simply  this :  "  You  shall  take 
what  we  say  are  policy  Bills,  and  those  'Bills 
must  bo  passed  exactly  as  we  wish  theni» 
or  either  we  go  at  once  to  the  country  by  way 
of  dissolution,  or,  after  a  short  adjoununenV 
you  will  be  brought  here  again ;  thus  breaking 
your  private  arrangements."  I  am  not  going 
to  make  a  speech  on  the  subject;  but  the 
honourable  gentleman's  conduct  reminds  me 
very  much  of  the  jposition  that  the  master  of  % 
school  I  attended  m  my  young  days  assumed. 
He  was  a  very  excellent  teacher ;  but  he  never 
forgot  his  position  —  the  position  of  master; 
and  I  remember  very  well  that,  when  he  took  up- 
his  cane,  and  struck  the  rostrum,  exclainaing, 
**  Silence,  you  pups  t "  we  shook  in  our  shoes,, 
and  were  very  silent  indeed.  And  it  struck  me 
that  the  words  of  the  Premier  the  other  night 
were  very  like  those  of  my  excellent  friend  and 
old  schoolmaster — '*  Silence,  you  pups  1 " 

Mr.  BRYCE.— The  explanation  given  by  the 
Premier  has  not,  I  think,  been  very  complete, 
or  possibly  the  original  statement  was  complete 
enough  without  the  explanation.  But  I  think 
it  would  have  been  interesting,  at  all  events, 
if  the  Premier  and  the  Government  have  such 
strong  objections  to  the  Legislative  Council 
exercising  its  undoubted'  privilege  of  rejecting 
Bills,  to  hear  how  they  propose  to  remedy  that. 
The  Premier  declares  that  the  Government  will 
not  suffer  it. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  the 
Government  would  not  remain  in  their  seats* 
The  Legislative  Council  may  form  a  Ministiy 
if  it  likes. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — If  this  is  a  correct  copy  of 
what  the  Premier  said,  the  following  words  wero 

spoken  by  him  :  "  I  will  go  further 

^Tr.  STOUT.— I  am  speaking  of  what  I  said 
to-day. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — I  am  speaking  of  what  the 
honourable  gentleman'  said  on  Friday.  The 
honourable  member  declared  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  suffer  certain  things  to  be 
done ;  and  I  say  it  would  have  been  interesting 
if  to-day  ho  had  explained  the  means  which 
he  intended  to  adopt  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Legislative  Council  from  exercising  its  on* 
doubted  privilege  of  rejecting  Bills.  It  was  on 
that  point  that  I  think  his  explanation  was 
not  complete  enough.  For  my  part,  I  am 
always  ready  to  maintain  the  privileges  of  this 
House ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  not  the 
least  intention  of  attempting  to  impair  the 
privileges  of  any  other  part  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly.  If  the  Government  are  going  to 
attempt  to  impair  the  privileges  of  another 
place,  I  should  very  much  like  to  know  how 
they  propose  to  do  it ;  and  possibly,  since  the 
Premier  has  failed  to  explain  that,  some  other 
member  of  the  Government  will  explain  it» 
because  it  will  certainly  be  a  matter  of  very 
great  interest.    If  he  is  going  to  bring  it  about 
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by  punishing  ns,  that  is  most  unfortunate. 
I  am  sure  that  we  have  heon  humble  enough. 
The  honourable  member  cannot  complain  of 
us  in  that  respect.  We  have  been  carry iug  the 
Government  measures  by  large  majorities,  and 
— I  am  speaking  of  the  House  collectively,  not 
of  myself  particularly — we  have  been  as  sub- 
servient to  the  honourable  member  as  we  pos- 
sibly could  be.  But,  because  some  other  body 
fa^  offended  him,  or  does  that  which  ho  does 
not  want,  it  appears  to  me  that  he  is  not 
going  to  punish  that  other  body,  but  intends  to 
punish  us.  He  is  either  going  to  bring  us 
back  here  in  a  few  months,  at  a  time  of  great 
inconvenience  —  to  inflict  on  us  great  loss, 
punishment,  and  distress — or  he  is  going  to 
send  us  back  to  the  coimtry,  when  one-half 
of  us  will  not  be  re-elected.  That  is  cruel  of 
the  honourable  member.  He  has  undoubtedly 
a  giant's  power,  but  surely  we  may  ask  him 
not  to  exercise  that  power  as  a  giant.  He 
should  be  a  little  more  merciful  to  us.  As  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  said, 
he  ought  to  allow  us  froedom  of  debate,  and 
ought  not  to  hold  out  those  terrible  threats  of 
punishmont,  because  another  body  has  com- 
mitted some  wickedness,  for  which  we  are  not 
responsible. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  must  say  I  do  not  quite 
understand  the  explanation  the  Premier  has 
given.  He  says,  if  measures  are  thrown  out  in 
another  Chamber,  he  must  consider  what  steps 
he  will  take.  Now,  one  measure  has  been 
thrown  out  in  another  place,  but  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  on  the  Govcnimcnt  benches 
have  given  notice  that  they  will  bring  forward 
resolutions  dealing  with  the  same  subject  in 
this  House.  If  I  understood  aright  the  state- 
ment the  other  night,  it  is  a  threat  to  us  that 
we  must  pass  those  resolutions  or  else  put  up 
with  the  consequences.  That  is  how,  I  believe, 
it  has  been  generally  understood.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  that,  if  the  other  Chamber 
were  put  on  a  population  basis,  the  southern 
part  of  the  colony  would  have  a  very  great 
number  of  members  there ;  but  I  fail  to  see 
how  he  assumes  that  the  other  Chamber  should 
be  nominated  on  a  population  basis.  We  have 
nothing  whatever  to  that  effect,  as  far  as  I  am 
aware,  in  the  Constitution  Act  or  anywhere 
else.  As  I  imderstand  it,  the  other  Chamber  is 
there  to  check  hasty  legislation,  and  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  particular  measure  thrown  out 
in  the  other  Chamber  was  essentially  hasty 
legislation,  because  the  Government  has  failed 
to  supply  the  House  or  the  country  with  any 
data  on  which  to  form  conclusions.  It  is  not 
stated  how  many  of  those  ratepayers  are  pro- 
moters  

Mr.  STOUT.— Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  in  order  to 
discuss  this  question  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — On  a  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment there  is  no  limitation  except  as  to  dis- 
oussing  business  on  the  Paper.  The  honourable 
member  is  not  exceeding  his  privilege. 

Mr.  STOUT. — He  is  anticipating  resolutions 
now  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— No.  He  is  referring  to  a 
meaaore  rejected  in  another  place. 

VOL.  ImHT 


Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  am  simply  speaking  on 
the  question  of  adjournment,  and  replying  to 
what  the  Premier  stated.  The  other  Chamber 
is  there  to  check  hasty  legislation,  and  I  con- 
sider this  measure  was  a  piece  of  hasty  legisla- 
tion. I  do  not  know  that  this  is  a  measure 
which  the  coimtry  has  demanded,  nor  yet  do 
I  believe  that  the  country  had  the  slightest 
inkling  of  what  the  Government  was  about  to 
bring  forward.  Therefore  1  do  not  think  the 
other  Chamber  has  exceeded  its  functions  in 
rejecting  what  might  very  well  wait  for  another 
session. 

Mr.  PYKE. — It  seems  to  me  that  no  Govern- 
ment can  carry  on  if  measures  of  great  policy, 
or  to  which  they  attach  great  importance,  aro 
thrown  out  without  due  consideration  or  with- 
out any  consideration.  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised at  the  attitude  assumed  by  the  Govern- 
ment, although  I  am  at  the  remedy  proposed. 
To  threaten  a  dissolution  of  this  House  in  order 
to  punish  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
seems  to  be  a  curious  way  of  administering 
vicarious  punishment.  It  simply  means  mak- 
ing a  present  of  a  second  honorarium  to  the 
Legislative  Council.  That  would  be  the  effect 
of  it.  I,  for  one,  quite  indorse  the  view  of  this 
question  taken  by  the  Premier  of  England. 
He  objects  to  dissolve  the  House  of  Conamons, 
on  the  ground  that  the  action  of  the  superior 
branch  of  the  Legislature  should  not  have  the 
effect  of  dissolving  the  Lower  Chamber ;  and  I 
think  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  here  if  any 
such  measure  were  resorted  to.  That  is  the 
whole  argument  of  the  Premier  of  England,  as 
set  forth  in  his  recent  Midlothian  speech  on 
the  very  question  of  policy  now  being  discussed 
here.  To  prorogue  the  Parliament,  and  hold 
a  short  session  to  specially  bring  forward  any 
such  measures  of  policy,  would,  I  think,  be  a 
wise  and  statesmanlike  course  to  take.  Then, 
if  those  measures  are  carried  in  that  special 
session,  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture chooses  to  throw  them  out  again,  the  mat- 
ter may  become  very  serious.  I  do  not  look 
upon  it  at  the  present  time  as  so  serious  as  the 
Government  seem  to  think  it.  There  is  a  third 
course — there  always  is  a  third  course  in  these 
cases — one  which  I  think  honourable  members 
on  the  Treasury  benches  might  have  no  diffi- 
culty in  acceding  to.  That  is,  to  carry  out  an 
equalization  of  the  representation  of  different 
parts  of  the  colony,  and  place  a  number  of 
members  in  the  Council  who  would  fairly  and 
fitly  represent  the  various  provincial  districts 
of  New  Zealand,  which  are  not  now  properly 
represented  there.  It  is  well  worthy  of  con- 
sideration whether,  if  that  is  done,  we  should 
not  have  measures  fairly  and  carefully  con-  * 
sidered.  I  quite  agree  with  the  stand  the  Go- 
vernment have  taken,  and  I  hope  they  will  not 
recede  from  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  wish  to  say  a  few  words, 
before  this  motion  is  withdrawn.  It  seems  to- 
me that  the  remarks  made  by  the  Premier  the 
other  evening  were  so  easily  to  be  understood 
that  I  cannot  at  all  comprehend  how  any  one 
can  profess  to  feel  a  difficulty  in  understanding 
them.    Our  colleague,  the  Mi^nivter  for  Publio 
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Works,  had  come  down  with  proposals  which 
embraced,  it  is  true,  a  large  part  of  the  country, 
but  pre-eminent  among  which  were  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Bailway  and  other  works  for  the 
{;ood  of  this  Islfiknd.  Now,  it  had  been  borne 
m  upon  the  Government  by  various  circum- 
stances— I  do  not  like  specifically  to  refer  to 
another  place  —  that  there  is  a  very  startling 
element  of  selfishness  still  to  be  foimd  in  par- 
ticular districts ;  and  the  Government  saw  that 
it  might  be  committed,  in  its  disposition  to  act 
cordially  and  without  any  reservation,  to  ex- 
press its  entire  approbation  and  approval  of 
works  which  would  have  the  efiect  of  entirely 
transforming  this  Island  from  its  present  com- 
paratively imsettled  and  uncolonized  condition 
into  the  most  thriving  colony,  probably,  in  the 
Empire.  The  Government  found  itself  placed 
in  this  position :  that  the  session  might  end, 
and  the  Middle  Island  might  find  that,  whilst 
all  this  had  been  done  for  the  North  Island, 
absolutely  nothing  was  being  done  for  the 
Middle  Island.  It  is  one  thing  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  such  a  policy,  and  it  is  another 
thing  for  the  Government  to  be  forced,  by  the 
selfishness  of  others,  into  a  defensive  policy; 
and  my  honourable  colleague  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  state  this :  that  the  various  proposals 
of  the  Government  embraced  features  having 
tor  their  object  the  good  of  the  whole  colony. 
The  Government  did  not  take  office  for  the 
|iurpose  of  occupying  these  seats  without  doing 
justice  to  themselves  and  justice  to  the  colony  ; 
and  they  felt  that,  whatever  might  be  their  own 
convenience  and  the  convenience  of  honourable 
members,  their  duty  to  the  country  was  para- 
mount to  all  other  considerations,  whatever 
personal  sacrifices  were  entailed.  The  Govern- 
ment wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
they  would  not  consider  it  a  satisfactory  session, 
or  one  of  which  they  could  approve,  if  the 
measures  of  the  Government  were  dealt  with 
in  so  partial  a  manner  that,  while  one  Island 
would  complain  that  nothing  had  been  done 
for  it,  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  Island  might 
be  profuse  in  their  expressions  that  nothing 
more  could  be  wanted.  And  the  Government 
felt  this :  that,  without  making  any  reference 
that  might  be  held  to  have  too  specific  a  mean- 
ing, it  was  well  honourable  members  should 
imderstand  their  policy  was  not  a  piecemeal 
one ;  and,  whatever  the  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense of  another  session — even  if  it  entailed 
the  inconvenience  and  expense  of  an  appeal  to 
the  constituencies  —  the  Government  would 
consider  it  necessary  to  push  through  the 
policy  they  have  brought  down  this  session, 
which,  in  so  many  words,  is  a  revival  of  the 
colonizing  policy  that  has  been  abandoned  for 
some  years.  They  considered  it  necessary  to 
brin^  that  before  the  country,  and  to  use  all 
legitimate  authority  at  their  command  to  see 
that  policy  carried  out.  How  that  can  inter- 
fere with  the  freedom  of  debate  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand;  and  I  am  also  at  a  loss  to 
understand  what  reason  honourable  members 
who  support  the  Government,  or  who  wish  to 
see  colonizing  operations  throughout  the  whole 
colony  pursued  to  advantage,  can  complain 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


of  the  statement  that  was  made.  The  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  having  stated  generally 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  seeing  ths^ 
there  was  this  fear  of  our  drifting  into  a  result 
that  would  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  country,  it 
was  necessary  for  the  Government  to  point  oat 
that  the  various  propositions  of  the  Govern- 
ment hang  together,  and  to  show  this  House 
and  the  country  that  they  were  mindful  of 
the  circumstances,  conditions,  and  wants  of  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  that  they  were  not 
willing  to  see  continued  a  practice — to  which  I 
sheJl  not  further  allude — which  allowed  some 
parts  of  the  country  to  sink  into  depression 
whilst  other  parts  were  favoured  at  their  ex- 
pense. There  is  no  man  in  this  House  who 
takes  a  less  local  view  of  these  matters  than  I 
do,  as  is  well  known,  for  I  have  represented 
constituencies  in  all  parts  of  the  colony,  and 
have  never  taken  a  narrow  local  view,  -to  the 
exclusion  of  the  colonial  view.  But  there  is  a 
limit  within  which  one  must  make  a  stand; 
and,  seeing,  as  we  did,  a  danger  of  our  driftixig 
into  a  position  which  would  be  un satisfactory 
to  a  large  portion  of  the  colony,  and  the  most 
populous  part  of  the  colony,  it  became  neces- 
sary for  us  to  make  the  declaration  which  my 
honourable  friend  made  the  other  evening,  and 
which,  I  think,  could  not  be  misunderstood  by 
those  who  desired  to  understand  it.  As  regards 
a  short  session,  I  am  sure  none  could  desire  it 
more  than  a  Government  in  office.  If  honour- 
able members  have  to  work  hard,  how  much 
harder  have  not  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  work  I  They  have  to  snatch,  so  to 
speak,  moments  for  discussing  their  policy  from 
the  ordinary  hours  of  business,  already  fully 
occupied  with  the  routine  of  the  business  of  the 
House.  As  I  previously'  remarked,  wo  did  not 
take  an  adjournment  after  taking  office,  but, 
with  a  desire  to  suit  the  convenience  of  honour- 
able members,  we  went  on  with  the  business 
at  once.  But,  however  much  we  might  desire  a 
short  session,  we  could  not  be  unmindful  of  the 
fact  that  it  is  not  our  convenience  or  the  per- 
sonal convenience  of  honourable  members  uiat 
we  have  to  consider  first,  because  each  of  us 
has  first  to  consider,  as  the  Government  and 
honourable  members  I  am  sure  have  done,  his 
duty  to  the  country.  We  took  office  at  the 
time  of  a  very  grave  emergency  —  at  a  time 
when  the  interests  of  the  colony  wanted  not 
passive  but  active  attention ;  and  wo  should 
be  ill  performing  our  duties  if  we  were  to  allow 
any  considerations  whatever  to  induce  us  to 
neglect  that  attention  to  the  wants  of  the 
colony  which,  in  our  opinion,  was  so  impera- 
tively demanded.  We  shall  be  able  to  discuss 
this  question  more  fully  on  another  occasion ; 
but  my  honourable  colleague  and  myself  think 
there  should  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of 
honourable  members  as  to  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Government.  That  meaning  is,  that 
their  attention  is  devoted  equally  to  all  interests 
and  to  all  parts  of  the  colony,  and  they  cannot 
consent  to  be  made  the  medium  through  which 
one  part  of  the  colony  can  bo  favoured  at  the 
expense  of  the  other. 
Mr.  BABRON.— -I  confess  I  have  great  diffi- 
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enlty  in  undeisianding  the  speech  of  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer.  It  seems  that  this  statement 
of  the  Premier  was  made  to  the  House  as  a 
result  of  the  action  of  the  Legislative  Council 
in  throwing  out  the  District  Railways  Bill. 
The  Treasurer  has  now  told  us  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary,  in  the  interests  of  both  parts 
of  the  colony,  that  certain  measures,  which  the 
Government  hold  as  part  of  their  policy,  should 
be  given  effect  to.  But  it  seems  unfortunately 
injudicious  that  the  Legislative  Council  should 
be  found  fault  with  and  accused  ol  taking  an 
insular  and  merely  local  view  of  their  policy  on 
this  District  Railways  Bill.  What  is  that  Bill  ? 
n  it  was  a  measure  which  was  even  remotely 
likely  to  confer  on  the  Middle  Island  any  part 
of  that  great  increase  of  prosperity  the  Govern- 
ment claim  for  their  policy,  one  could  easily 
understand  the  objection  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  taken  to  the  action  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council ;  but  this  District  Railways  Bill 
IB  a  measure  brought  in  to  relieve  certain 
wealthy  shareholders  and  ratepayers  from  bur- 
dens which  they  undertook  with  their  eyes 
open,  and  to  impose  burdens  on  the  general 
taxpayers  which  it  is  absolutely  unfair  that  the 
Government  should  ask  them  to  bear.  The 
taxpayers  should  not  be  called  upon  to  relieve 
these  proprietors  of  unprofitable  railways  which 
ihey  constructed  for  Uieir  own  advantage  and 
to  improve  the  value  of  their  lands ;  neither 
fihould  they  be  called  upon  to  relieve  ratepayers 
who  knowingly  entered  upon  lands  subject  to 
special  taxation  by  the  railway  compames.  I 
confess  that  I  have  not  the  slightest  S3rmpathy 
with  the  action  the  Government  have  taken. 
The  Liegislative  Council  acted  within  their  un- 
doubted constitutional  rights  in  throwing  out 
this  Bill,  which  is  one  which  personally,  and 
even  as  a  Middle  Island  representative,  I  cer- 
tainly object  to.  I  maintain  that  I  am  here  as 
a  representative  of  the  people  of  the  colony, 
not  of  any  particular  interests  or  private  com- 
panies; and,  speaking  as  a  representative  of 
the  people,  I  say  this  Bill  which  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  has'  objected  to  is  an  exceedingly 
objectionable  measure ;  and  I  sympathize  very 
much  with  the  action  which  the  Legislative 
Council  has  taken  in  saving  this  House  from 
hasty  if  not  pernicious  legislation.  The  Govern- 
ment have  got  it  within  their  power  to  alter 
or  change  the  Constitution  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  should  they  find  that  the  constitutional 
rights  and  privileges  conferred  upon  them  are 
not  conducive  to  good  government;  and  that 
is  the  proper  and  legitimate  way  to  meet  any 
objections  they  may  have  to  the  action  taken 
by  the  Legislative  Council.  But  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  object,  in  the  way  they  have 
done,  to  the  constitutional  action  which  the 
Council  has  thought  fit  to  take  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  people,  as  against  private  in- 
terests, is,  I  maintain,  unworthy  of  it. 

Mr.  GRIGG. — I  was  very  much  startled  at 
the  statement  made  by  the  Premier  the  other 
evening,  and  with  regard  to  the  position  now 
taken  up — not  only  with  regard  to  what  was 
said  the  other  evening,  but  at  the  attitude 
which  the  Government   have    taken  on  this 


question.  What  is  placed  before  the  House  I- 
cannot  distinctly  allude  to  now,  and  the  ex- 
planation which  has  fallen  from  the  Premier 
and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  made  it  far 
worse,  I  think.  We  are  talking  as  if  the  Legis- 
lative Council  was  a  representative  body ;  but 
that  is  not  the  case.  That  body  exists  as  a 
judicial  body  rather  than  a  representative  body. 
Therefore  the  attempt  to  bring  this  matter  for- 
ward again  in  the  way  proposed,  by  a  sidewind, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  bring  such  pressure 
to  beaj  upon  the  House,  is,  I  think,  very  objec- 
tionable. I  think  it  is  also  extremely  objec- 
tionable to  charge  the  Legislative  Council,  as 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  done,  with 
selfishness  in  coming  to  their  conclusion.  I 
think  we  have  no  right  whatever  to  take  up 
that  ground.  Surely  we  should  admit  that,' 
in  a  matter  in  which  there  was  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  this  House,  'members  of  the 
Legislative  Council  might  take  the  same  view 
as  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  measure  in 
this  House.  Surely  we  might  as  well  say,  in 
regard  to  those  who  opposed  the  measure  here, 
that  selfishness  alone  guided  them.  I  think  the 
action  of  the  Government  extremely  xmjustifi- 
able.  It  seems  to  me  also  very  unjustifiable 
that  the  Ministry  should,  at  this  particular 
time,  tell  this  House  that,  unless  honourable 
members  accept  all  their  measures  in  globo, 
as  it  were,  they  will  either  appeal  to  the 
country  or  do  something  else.  I  must  say  that 
I  was  very  much  startled  by  that  statement.  I 
cannot  but  think  the  Government  are  making 
use  of  what  is  a  very  strong  desire  in  this  Housd 
on  the  part  of  individual  members — that  is,  to 
get  away.  They  are  very  anxious,  for  various 
reasons,  that  the  session  should  be  at  an  end, 
and  the  Government,  by  the  t  lire  at  held  out  by 
the  residing  of  that  statement  the  other  evening, 
were  making  a  very  unfair  use  of  that  feeling. 
With  regaifd  to  the  statement  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  that  they  were  forced  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  they  had  done— that  they  ob- 
jected to  being  placed  in  such  a  position  that 
they  could  not  encourage  the  prosecution  of 
public  works  in  all  districts  alike — I  think  it  is 
very  early  for  them  to  take  up  that  position, 
as,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  onljr  one  of  their 
policy  Bills  has  been  rejected.  It  shows  irri- 
tation, and  the  Government  assumes  an  unjus- 
tifiable position  in  making  such  a  statement 
to  this  House.  I  must  say  that  my  feeling, 
hearing  the  words  that  fell  from  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  is  that  it  was  a  very  good  thing  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  was  here  to  explain  the 
statement  made  by  the  Premier;  but  which 
explanation  are  we  to  accept  ? 

lilr.  SMITH.— The  honourable  member  for 
Wakanui  seems  to  find  fault  with  the  Govern- 
ment for  their  action,  as  it  is  likely  to  delay 
the  busihess,  and  honourable  members  want  to 
get  home.  It  is  our  business  to  see,  before  we 
go  home,  that  the  measures  required  by  the 
countty  are  passed.  Without  saying  anything 
now  in  favour  of  the  District  Railways  Bill, 
there  is  one  point  which  I  think  had  a  great 
effect  on  the  Government  in  bringing  this  mat- 
ter forward.    It  is  this :  The  first  Bill  brought 
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before  the  Council  they  threw  out  immediately, 
refusing  the  Government  what  has  always  been 
given  in  the  past — time  for  its  consideration  in 
that  Chamber.  That  clearly  showed  that  they 
were  prepared  to  throw  out  all  the  Government 
policy  Bills ;  and  there  is  no  question  but 
what  the  Government  had  to  take  a  stand. 
Whether  the  District  Railways  Bill  was  a  good 
one  or  not  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion. This  House  passed  it  by  a  large  majority. 
Other  Bills  may  be  passed  by  this  House  by  a 
large  majority,  and  the  other  House  may  throw 
them  out.  It  would  then  be  too  late  for  the 
Government  to  take  section.  Honourable  mem- 
bers would  then  be  found  saying  that  the 
Gt}vemment  ought  to  have  taken  up  the  ques- 
tion after  the  throwing-out  of  the  first  Bill,  and 
that  then  they  would  not  have  found  them- 
selves in  the  position  of  having  all  their  policy 
Bills  thrown  out.  Kow,  that  is  the  real  reason 
why  the  Government  brought  forward  this  reso- 
lution. The  Upper  House  threw  out  the  mea- 
sure passed  by  this  House,  without  giving  it 
fair  consideration.  We  know  what  has  hap- 
pened in  the  past  with  regard  to  measures 
sent  up  to  the  Legislative  Council.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  Elective  Land  Board  Bill  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East.  They 
would  hardly  look  at  it ;  they  threw  it  out  at 
once,  without  any  consideration  whatever.  I 
believe  there  was  a  great  difficulty  in  getting 
any  gentleman  to  take  charge  of  it  at  all.  It 
was  contemptuously  kicked  about,  and  it  was 
not  until  after  some  days  that  any  honourable 
member  would  take  charge  of  it.  That  Chamber 
does  not  give  the  measures  passed  in  this  House 
the  fair  consideration  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled. It  was  quite  right  that  the  Government 
of  this  country  should  put  its  foot  down  and 
not  stand  this  sort  of  thing.  We  must  make 
a  change  ;  the  country  demands  it.  A  strong 
feeling  was  expressed  in  almost  every  electorate 
that  the  present  constitution  of  the  Upper 
House  was  not  a  fair  one,  and  that  they  had 
not  in  the  past  behaved  towards  the  people  as 
they  ought  to  have  done.  I  hope  the  House 
will  support  the  Government  in  this  matter. 
The  honourable  member  for  Caversham  and 
other  honourable  members  desire  to  see  liberal 
measmres  passed ;  but  what  do  they  see  ?  When 
liberal  measures  reach  the  Upper  House  they 
are  thrown  out  at  once.  The  principle  is  the 
thing  to  be  considered,  and  the  principle  upon 
which  the  Legislative  Council  acts  is  not  a 
good  one.  • 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— The  Colonial  Treasurer 
took  up  a  most  remarkable  position  this  after- 
noon when  he  stated  that  the  Bills  brought  in 
by  the  Government  this  session  were  the  only 
measures  of  a  colonizing  policy  tliat  have  been 
brought  forward  for  some  years.  When  he 
farther  stated  that  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway  Bill  was  a  proposal  which  was  going 
to  make  the  North  Island  the  most  prosperous 
colony  of  the  Empire,  whilst  at  the  same  time 
the  corresponding  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Middle  Island  were  not 
allowed  to  pass,  any  one  might  have  gathered 
irom  the  honourable  gentleman's  remarks  that 
Mr,  Smith 


this  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway  was  proposed  to  Parlia- 
ment. Why,  I  understand  that  that  question 
was  decided  in  1882 — that  it  was  then  proposed 
that  the  North  Island  Trunk  Railway  should 
be  made ;  and  at  the  same  time  proposals  were 
made  for  large  expenditure  in  other  parts  of 
the  colony.  The  balance  was  struck  then,  not 
now.  When,  the  other  day,  the  question  of 
referring  the  subject  of  the  route  to  a  Commit- 
tee was  first  brought  up  in  this  House,  and  I 
incidentally  observed  that  I  thought  the  whole 
question  was  worthy  of  reconsideration,  I  was 
told  immediately,  principally  by  gentlemen 
from  the  North,  that  the  question  had  been 
absolutely  and  finally  settled  in  1882,  and  that 
it  was  an  honourable  understanding  between 
the  Middle  Island  members  and  the  North 
Island  members  that  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Railway  was  to  be  made  in  consideration  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  Throe-Million  Loan  in  the 
Middle  Island*  Well,  the  balance  was  struck 
then.  What  has  been  done  by  the  Government 
this  session  has  merely  been  in  continuation  of 
what  was  done  at  that  time  by  the  Government 
and  the  House.  For  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  tell  us  that  he  and  his  Ministry  have 
proposed  this  great  boon  to  the  North  Island, 
and  that  he  is  going  to  make  corresponding 
provision  for  the  Middle  Island,  is  an  extremely 
cool  attitude  for  him  to  take  up.  I  must  say» 
for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  admit  that  it  is 
sound  policy  that,  whenever  a  public  work  is 
made  m  one  part  of  the  colony,  a  corre- 
sponding loan  expenditure  is  to  taJke  place  in 
another.  That  has  been  at  the  bottom  of  the 
wasteful  extravagance  which  has  deprived  the 
honourable  gentleman's  public  works  policy  of 
a  great  part  of  its  benefit  to  New  Zealand.  It 
has  been  used  as  an  instrument  for  procuring 
the  most  reckless  expenditure.  For  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  tell  us  that  this  is  the  very 
essence  of  his  policy,  and  that  our  Constitution 
is  to  be  strained  in  order  to  carry  out  that  policy, 
shows,  I  must  say,  a  very  deplorable  state  of 
affairs.  I  will  go  further  than  that,  and  I  will 
say  that  I  cannot  agree  with  him  in  thinking 
that  gloomy  depression  is  caused  in  one  part  of 
the  colony  by  the  absence  of  loan  expenditure, 
or  that  prosperity  is  caused  in  another  part  by 
loan  expenditure.  Judging  by  actual  experience 
I  think  the  very  reverse  is  the  case.  It  is  well  ' 
known  to  many  honourable  members  in  this 
House,  though  not  so  well  known  to  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  who  has  been  absent  for  eight 
years,  that  the  gloomy  depression  which  has 
existed  in  this  colony  since  1879  has  been  far 
more-  marked  in  those  districts  where  the 
greatest  loan  expenditure  has  taken  place  than 
in  those  districts  where  the  expenditure  has 
been  less.  The  reason  of  that  is  not  far  to 
seek.  Loan  expenditure  is  almost  invariably 
followed  by  speculation.  We  find  that  the 
greatest  distress  has  overtaken  those  portions 
of  the  colony  where  land-speculation  had  fol- 
lowed  the  great  expenditure  of  borrowed  money 
upon  railways.  The  financial  crash  of  187# 
fell  most  heavily  upon  those  districts.  Nel- 
son and  Aucklajid  scarcely  felt  that  fijiancial 
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«£a8h ;  while  people  in  the  most  prosperous 
districts  of  New  Zealand — ^prosperous,  I  mean, 
as  regards  the  expenditure  of  borrowed  money, 
and  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  land  by  means 
of  railway  expenditure — ^were  brought  into  a 
state  almost  verging  upon  ruin  owing  to  land- 
speculation.    Other  districts,  which  had  been 
complaining  that  they  had  not  received  their 
fair  share  of  expenditure,  were  congratulating 
themselves  then  that  they  had  not  been  led 
into  reckless  speculation,  but  were  free  from 
that  evil  result.   Those  very  districts  where  the 
expenditure  had  been  less  are  the  districts  that 
have  scarcely  felt  the  depression  at  all.    I  do 
not  agree  with  the  statement,  therefore,  that 
gloomy  depression  is  to  be  connected  with  the 
withholding  of  loan  expenditure,  or  that  any- 
thing like  bond  fide  or  genuine  prosperity  is  to 
bo  connected  with  the  expenditure  of  borrowed 
money  in  particular  districts.      Now,  coming 
to   another  point,  the  honourable  gentleman 
tells  us  the  Government    are  determined  to 
pass  measures  which  shall  effect  a  reviveJ  of 
the  colonizing  policy,  which  has  been  dead  for 
some  years  past;  and  immediately,   in  refer- 
ence to  that  statement,  he  tells  us  they  will 
not   suffer  another  branch  of  the  Legislature 
to  throw  out  their  policy  Bills.    Why,  the  only 
Bill  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has 
thrown  out  is  the  District  Railways  Leasing 
and   Purchasing  Bill.      Does  the  honourable 
gentleman  mean  to  tell  us  that  that  is  one 
of  the  Bills  calculated  to  revive  a  colonizing 
policy  ?     Certainly  not.     No  one  in  the  House 
regards  it  as  a  measure  of  that  magnitude  or 
character  at  all.    Its  objects  could  not  have 
.  been   better    stated    than  they  were  by    the 
honourable  member  for  Caversham  —  that  it 
may  take  away  a  certain  amount  of  gloomy 
depression  in  particular  localities  and  among 
particular  individuals.     That  is  perfectly  true, 
for  the  reason  that  it  will  relieve  certain  per- 
sons of   liabilities  which  no   doubt  are  very 
inconvenient  to  tiiem,  and  will  set  them  up 
.  by  making  their  speculations  a  success  instead 
of  a  failure.     To  that  extent  it   will  relieve 
their  depression.      But  it  will  not  relieve  the 
depression  of    the  colony.    It  will  not  affect 
Uie  conmiercial  or  financial  condition  of  the 
.  colony  in  the  least.    It  cannot  in  any  respect 
be  considered   as  a  great  measure  of  policy, 
calculated  to  revive  colonization  and  the  pro- 
gress of  settlement  in  New  Zealand.    I  must 
say  I  think  the  Government  have  made  a  great 
mistake  in  taking  a  stand  on  a  measure  of  that 
character.  If  it  were  some  reeJly  great  measure, 
involving  large  political  principles,  which  had 
.  "been  thrown  out  by  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  upsetting  the  whole  work  of  the 
session  done  by  this  House,  then  I  could  un- 
derstand Ministers  taking  some  strong  stand, 
alUiough  not  quite  in  this  way.    But  to  tell  us 
we  are  to  follow  them  in  raising  a  conflict  with 
another  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  simply 
because   the  District  Hailways   Leasing  and 
Purchasing  Bill  has  been  rejected  there  —  re- 
jected simply  because,  as  a  money  Bill,  they 
could  not  amend  it — seems  to  me  most  unrea- 
sonable and  unwarranted.    I  think,  on  reflec- 


tion, the  Premier  must  see  it  is  so.    I  cannot 
believe  that,  with  his  clear  knowledge  of  what 
is  right  and  wrong  in  such  matters,  he  can 
believe  it  is  wise  to  make  such  a  fuss  about 
the  rejection  of  that  measure.    The  honourable 
member  for  Waipawa  took  a  most  singulaj 
ground,  for  he  told  us  it  was  not  a  question  of 
the  merits  of  any  one  Bill,  but  a  question  of 
principle.     Well,  I  say  that  title  principle  is 
that  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  have 
a  constitutional  right  to  reject  a  measure  they 
do  not  agree  with.    Is  it  to  be  required  of  men 
who  are  called  upon  to  vote  according  to  their 
judgment  and  good  conscience,  to  say  they  will 
support  a  Bill  which  they  strongly  object  to, 
and  which  they  believe  to  be  a  bad  measure  ? 
Surely,  if  they  have  a  constitutional  right  to 
pass  a  Bill  of  which  they  approve,  they  have  a 
right  to  reject  a  Bill  if  they  think  that,  on  its 
merits,  it  is  not  a  fair  Bill  and  ought  not  to 
pass.    It  appears  to  me  that  the  honourable 
gentleman's  arguments   tend  in  exactly  the 
opposite  direction  to  his  own  conclusion.     It 
is  really  on  the  merits  of  the  Bill  alone  that 
he  objects  to  the  conduct  of  the  Council ;  for, 
if  he  goes  into  the  question  of  principle,  he 
must  admit  the  Council  have  the  right  which 
they  exercised.    He  then  said  the  Council  had 
acted  very  precipitately.     I  do  not  think  it 
is  parliamentary  to  allude  to  what  takes  place 
there;    but,  as  I  understand,  there  was  no 
precipitancy  with  regard  to  the  Bill,  though 
when  the  Government  proposed  an  adjourn- 
ment on  the  ground  that  statements  had  been 
made  as  to  threats  of  bribery,  cajolery,  and  in- 
timidation, and  that  they  wished  to  look  into 
them,  the  Council  objected  to  the  adjournment, 
on  this  ground  and  this  ground  only :   that 
they  did  not  think  the  reason  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  cause  an  adjournment  and  to  delay 
the    business.    Otherwise   the    Bill   seems  to 
have  been  well  considered,  and  the  only  rea- 
son why  it  was  thrown  out  was  that  it  had 
been  ruled  to  be  a  money  Bill,  in  which  the 
Council  could  not  make  amendments  which 
they  deemed  it  essential  to  make.    That  was 
the  whole  point.     They  gave  their  reasons — 
which  appear  to  be  very  sound  — and,  if  the. 
honouraofe  gentlemen  opposite  had  been  a  little 
more  conciliatory  when  uie  Bill  was  here,  and 
had  been  willing  to  give  way  a  little  on  minor 
points,  and  to  allow  honourable  members  to 
make  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  operation  of 
the  measure,  I  believe  the  Bill  would  have  been 
put  in  such  a  form  that  it  would  have  been 
passed  by  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
It  was  the  want  of  proper  consideration  in  this 
House,  I  think,  which  led  to  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill  in  the  other  House ;  and,  if  it  had  been 
allowed  to  be  modified  here,  then  it  would  have 
been  passed  by  the    Council.     The   Premier 
told  us  the  Government  have  been  compelled 
to  take  the  step  they  have  taken  because  idie 
Council  showed  a  disposition  to  throw  out  ^ 
their  policy  Bills.     But  they  have  shown  no 
such  disposition.    They  have  thrown  out  one 
Bill,    which   cannot   be    considered  a  policy 
Bill.    I  should  like  to  know  what  policy,  de- 
I  serving  the  name  of  policy,  was  involved  in  ^e 
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District  Railways  Leasing  and  Porchaidng  Bill. 
•  As  to  the  other  policy  Bills  of  the  Government, 
only  one  has  come  hefore  the  Oouncil,  and  that 
has  been  read  a  second  time  by  a  substantial 
majority.  Yet,  after  that  had  taken  place, — 
after  the  first  of  their  policy  Bills  submitted  to 
the  Council  had  been  accepted  'by  a  substan- 
tial majority,  after  a  very  moderate  and  useful 
clebate, — the  honourable  gentleman  comes  here 
ajid  tells  us  there  is  a  disposition  in  the  Council 
to  throw  out  all  the  policy  Bills  of  the  Gk)vem- 
znent.  The  disposition,  so  far  as  it  has  been 
indicated,  is  quite  the  reverse.  There  is  a  disxK)- 
"Bition,  I  should  say,  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  to  give  every  favourable  considera- 
tion to  the  policy  measures  of  the  Government 
Compatible  with  doing  their  duty  to  the  colony; 
and  I  judge,  from  what  has  taken  place  there, 
that  they  are  most  anxious  not  to  be  in  the 
position  of  running  a  tilt  against  the  Govern- 
ment policy.  All  they  want  to  do  is  to  prevent 
bad  laws  being  passed  simply  on  account  of 
their  being  Government  Bills ;  and,  in  doing 
that,  they  are  quite  justified.  I  think  Ministers 
have  cried  out  before  they  were  hurt :  that  is 
really  what  it  amounts  to.  They  thought  the 
Council  was  going  to  do  something  terrible,  and 
so  they  made  a  bit  of  a  noise,  to  frighten  the 
Council.  But  from  the  way  in  which  it  was 
done,  it  might  be  taken  to  be  meant  for  this 
House  as  well  as  the  Council.  The  Premier 
now  says  it  only  refers  to  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  not  to  this  House.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  a  constitutional  or  right 
thing  that  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
Bhould  be  threatened  by  a  Ministerial  statement 
in  this  House ;  but  it  seemed  to  me,  before  the 
explanation  given  to-day,  that  the  Premier's 
speech  looked  like  a  threat  to  this  House.  In 
the  first  place,  he  began  by  saying,  "  We  wish 
this  House  distinctly  to  understand"  so-and- 
60.  Well,  if  he  wished  this  House  to  under- 
stand that,  what  had  it  to  do  with  the  Council  ? 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  statement  should  have 
been  made  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture by  the  Minister  representing  the  Govern- 
ment there,  and  the  Premier  should  not  have 
come  down  and  frightened  all  of  us  innocent 
members  by  saying,  "  We  wish  this  House  to 
nnderstand  "  that,  if  we  do  not  pass  all  their 
^licy  measures,  we  shall  have  a  dissolution, 
and  another  session.  I  think  the  Premier 
should  have  some  regard  for  the  feelings  of 
honourable  members,  and  not  terrify  them  by 
threats  which  he  afterwards  says  have  no 
reference  to  them,  but  are  intended  for  other 
people.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking  that, 
when  the  Government  put  that  statement  for- 
ward, there  was  an  intention  to  frighten  this 
House  into  accepting  the  whole  of  the  Govem- 
mellt  proposals,  because  the  Government  said 
distinctly  that  all  the  proposals  made  in  the 
Ihiblio  Works  Statement,  as  well  as  in  the 
Government  Bills,  were  to  stand  together  — 
that  all  or  none  should  be  passed.  Well,  is 
^at  a  reasonable  statement  to  make  to  the 
House?  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  the  House  care- 
fully to  discriminate  between  one  measure 
and  another,  and  one  proposal  and  another? 
Mr.  Wakefield 


Is  it  not  always  the  privilege  of  this  Houjw 
to  reject  appropriations  which  it  does  not  con- 
sider desirable  ?  Is  it  a  usual  thing  for  a  Go- 
vernment to  come  down  and  say,  "  You  most 
accept  every  proposal  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  and  vote  every  one  of  the  appro- 
priations we  ask  for,  or  we  will  advise  the 
Governor  to  dissolve  Parliament  and  hold 
another  session  "  ?  I  do  not  say  that  the  Pre- 
mier intended  to  say  that,  in  the  statement 
he  made ;  but  that  was  how  it  read,  that  was 
the  interpretation  I  put  on  it  when  I  saw  it 
in  print,  and  I  do  not  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  complain  on  finding  that  tiie 
pubUc  take  the  same  view,  for  I  think  that  is 
the  interpretation  that  has  generally  been  put 
on  it.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  support  the 
Government  in  a  course  which  is  quite  unneces- 
sary, quite  imcalled  for,  which  is  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  derogatory  to  the  constitutional 
liberties  of  the  people  of  the  colony.  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  take  that  position;  and, 
having  heard  the  explanation  that  the  Premier 
has  made  to-day,  I  hope  the  Ministers  them- 
selves will  not  take  any  further  step  in  a  direc- 
tion which  I  am  sure  is  opposed  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  cannot  concur  in  the 
statements  of  the  honourable  member  who  has 
just  sat  down,  for  I  think  it  quite  natural  that 
the  Government  should  feel  very  strongly  on 
the  present  occasion,  as  they  have  very  great 
cause  indeed  to  do  so.  The  Government  have 
found  themselves  in  this  })08ition :  Despite  all 
that  has  recently  been  said  in  this  House,  the 
Gk)vemment  have  found  the  colony  on  the  verge 
of  ruin,  its  industries  completely  paralysed, 
and  the  colony  as  a  whole  in  such  a  state  that 
it  is  evident  that,  unless  measures  such  as  are 
indicated  in  the  proposals  submitted  to  us  are 
promptly  carried  out,  a  much  deeper  and  more 
general  depression  will  ensue  than  exists  at  the 
present  time.  I  think  myself  that  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  in  throwing  out  the  District 
Railways  Leasing  and  Purchasing  Bill,  acted 
with  very  great  haste  and  want  of  consideration. 
The  fact  pointed  out  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waipawa,  that  an  adjournment  was 
refused,  indicates  a  feeling  of  hostility  to  the 
Government  and  this  House  that  must  be  very 
detrimental  indeed.  Let  us  consider  the  con- 
dition of  hhe  country.  Is  it  in  a  worse  condi- 
tion than  it  was  in  last  year  ?  Every  honourable 
member  who  has  read  the  papers  which  have 
been  laid  before  this  House  must  see  that  it  is. 
It  is  shown  that  not  only  has  our  national  in- 
debtedness increased  to  £32,000,000,  but  the 
operations  of  the  Land  Transfer  Department 
show  that  the  private  indebtedness  has  in- 
creased during  the  last  year  by  £8,000,000, 
while  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  in  various 
other  ways  has  increased  to  a  very  large 
extent  indeed;  and  altogether  it  is  shown 
that  the  position  of  the  country  is  a  very 
serious  one.  As  to  our  great  staples  of  wool 
and  grain,  the  latter  has  become  aJmost  value- 
less to  us.  We  have  very  little  to  look  forward 
to  in   the   way  of   prosperity,   unless   great 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.] 


Oovemment 


[HOUSE.] 


Policy  Measures. 


163 


changes  can  be  effected  in  the  expend! tare 
to  aid  in  putting  agricultural  products  in  the 
mazket,  and  by  the  introduction  of  such  mea- 
sures as  may  tend  to  increase  the  wealth  of 
the  countr}'.  However  speedily  we  may  act, 
we  cannot  hope  that  any  improvement  will 
take  place  before  next  session.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  afford  some  relief  to  the  country, 
to  enable  it  to  gain  strength  to  live  through  its 
difficulties  till  the  changes  I  have  indicated 
are  effected.  Now,  as  to  the  Government  Bills 
before  us,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  their  effects 
can  be  only  palliative ;  but  they  are  the  only 
measures  which  can  be  brought  down  to  the 
House  by  which  we  can  hope  that  the  country 
will  be  enabled  to  get  over  its  present  diffi- 
culties. In  reference  to  the  District  Railways 
Bill,  which  has,  unfortunately,  been  thrown  out 
in  another  place,  I  stated  my  opinion  in  this 
House,  when  the  Bill  was  under  discussion, 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  necessity.  It  was  not 
a  proposal  I  have  always  approved.  It  was 
a  proposal  which  I  resisted  as  strongly  as  the 
honourable  member  for  Alcaroa,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Gavcrsham,  or  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East,  in  1879.  But, 
though  it  was  perfectly  right  to  resist  it  then, 
the  present  circumstances  are  widely  different, 
because,  as  we  have  been  assured  by  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  the  debentures  of  these  district 
railway  companies  have  been  proved  to  be 
valueless  as  securities  ;  and  this  is  a  fact  which 
any  members  having  the  business  knowledge 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Caversham  must  know. 

They  are  valueless 

An  Hon.  I^Ibmber. — Iso. 
BIr.  TURNBULL.— It  has  been  shown  that 
they  are  valueless,  and  that  they  are  lying 
in  the  banks'  coffers  locking  up  the  banks' 
capital.  They  have  no  representative  value  at 
iJl.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  Government 
have  invested  £75,000  of  Trust  Funds  in  them ; 
and  a  Gopamittee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  investment  of  Trust  Funds  states,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Waimea  Plains  Railway,  that  the 
the  General  Manager  of  Railways  states  his  con- 
viction that  were  this  railway  taken  over  by 
the  Government  it  would  yield  a  net  return 
over  the  working  expenses  of  £2,000  a  year. 
That  is  the  condition,  as  far  as  that  railway 
is  concerned.  But  I  say  that  at  present  the 
whole  of  these  debentures  are  absolutely  worth- 
less :  they  are  so  much  capital  locked  up 
which  might  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the 
colony  generally,  and  this  Bill  would  impart 
a  value  to  them  without  any  injury  to  the 
colony.  And  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  you 
do  not  relievo  the  directors  of  their  respon- 
sibility in  any  way,  although  you  assist  them 
to  a  very  large  extent.  I  toko  another  Bill 
—the  Wcstport  Harbour  Board  Bill  —  which 
would  also  relieve  a  large  amount  of  capital 
which  is  now  lying  idle,  and  which  would 
instantly  become  of  immense  value,  giving 
an  opportunity  to  private  individuals  to  in- 
vest their  savings,  and  throwing  open  to  the 
trading  commiunity  a  source  of  wealth  which 
must  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  the  country 


at  large.  It  is  only  by  these  measures  that 
we  can  hope  to  palliate  the  difficulties  under 
which  we  are  labouring,  and  they  are  impera- 
tively called  for  to  raise  the  colony  out  of  the 
depression  into  which  it  has  fallen — a  depres- 
sion which  seems  to  become  the  greater  the 
longer  it  continues.  I  ask,  are  we  to  bring 
widespread  ruin  throughout  the  colony  ?  The 
honourable  member  for  Caversham  says,  '*  It 
does  not  matter  what  happens,  we  must  make 
these  people  pay."  I  ask,  are  we  to  cause 
widespread  ruin,  by  such  a  course  ?  I  say  that, 
if  this  House  does  not  insist  upon  these  mea* 
sures  being  passed,  wo  shall  have  ruin  more 
widely  spread  throughout  the  country  than  we 
have  now.  It  may  be  said,  *'  This  is  a  small 
matter:  what  is  this  £600,000?  What  is  this 
District  Railways  Bill  to  do  ?  "  I  say  it  is  not 
this  Bill  alone ;  it  is  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Government,  which  hangs  together  with  this 
Bill.  There  are  the  Westpor£  and  Greymouth 
Harbour  Bills  and  others,  to  which  we  have  to 
look  to  get  us  out  of  our  present  state  of  depres- 
sion. I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  Legislative 
Council  should  have  acted  as  it  has  done.  I 
am  sure  it  has  done  so  without  any  considera- 
tion, and  that  the  Government  are  quite  right 
in  saying  that,  if  they  cannot  carrj'  their  mea- 
sures, they  will  throw  the  responsibility  on  the 
country.  It  is  not  to  punish  us  or  any  indivi- 
dual member  of  the  House  that  they  say  so ; 
but  a  heavy  responsibility  rests  upon  them,  and 
if  these  measures  are  thrown  out  they  will 
be  quite  right  in  throwing  that  responsibility 
on  the  country,  in  order  that  they  may  sea 
what  further  steps  should  be  taken.  Other 
honourable  members  have  probably  had  better 
opportunities  of  observing  than  I  have  had  ;  but 
we  have  only  to  look  at  the  enormous  drain  of 
wealth  that  goes  out  of  the  country  every  year, 
of  which  we  see  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
wool  money  remains  away — some  £2,000,000 
never  returning— to  show  that  some  measures 
should  be  taken  to  help  the  colony  in  its  diffi- 
culties. In  the  meantime  these  measures  must 
be  carried  out.  What  is  this  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway  ?  What  is  all  this  talk  about  the 
valuable  land  that  you  are  going  to  give  away  ? 
At  present  it  is  a  howlmg  wilderness,  worth 
nothing,  and  you  can  give  great  value  to  it ; 
and  not  only  tho.t,  but  you  give  great  value 
to  the  land  which  the  Government  retains  in  its 
own  possession.  Are  we  to  act  as  dogs  in  the 
manger,  and  to  refuse  to  give  this  land  away 
to  those  who  will  make  it  of  great  value, 
simply  because  they  may  gain  something  by 
it?  I  have  said  that  the  arrangement  made 
for  the  construction  of  the  Wellington-Mana- 
watu  Railway  was  a  most  wise  one,  because 
the  Government  of  the  day  were  completely 
paralysed,  and  by  that  arrangement  great 
value  was  given  to  land  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  worthless.  What  is  the  use  of 
those  lands  now,  which  it  is  proposed  to  give 
away  ?  No  one  is  living  on  them,  and  no  one  is 
likely  to  live  on  them,  miless  something  is  done 
with  them.  I  maintain  that  it  would  be  better 
to  give  away  every  acre  of  land  in  the  colony 
I  than  to  let  it  lie  idle.   What  we  ^ont  is  peopli 
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and  it  would  be  for  the  happiness  of  the  whole 
oommunity  that  these  lands  should  be  utilized. 
"Whatever  may  be  the  result,  I  shall  feel  it  my 
bounden  duty  to  support  these  measures  to 
the  very  utmost.  I  regret  deeply  that  such  a 
step  should  have  been  taken  by  the  Legislative 
Council.  I  have  never  held  them  in  contempt ; 
I  haVe  always  looked  upon  tliem  with  the 
highest  esteem ;  but,  wlien  they  interfere  with  a 
measure  which  is  the  first  stone  of  the  policy  of 
the  Government,  I  say  the  Government  is  quite 
right  —  I  do  not  say  in  holding  out  a  threat, 
but— in  saying  that,  if  these  Bills  are  rejected, 
there  is  nothing  for  it  but  an  appeal  to  the 
country.  What  is  now  our  condition  ?  Wo  have 
a  gentleman  hero,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest 
respect — the  late  Colonial  Treasurer — ^who  has 
been  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  country 
for  the  last  five  years.  Has  he  relieved  us  of 
our  diflRcultics  ?  Are  we  not  deeper  and  deeper 
in  distress  ?  Has  he  not  refused  to  listen  to 
all  our  warnings?  Has  he  not  pooh-poohed 
all  that  we  have  said  ?  And  has  he  attempted 
to  do  more  than  make  both  ends  meet?  I 
say  that  the  Premier  of  a  country  hELS  some- 
thing more  to  do  than  that.  He  has  to  think 
of  increasing  not  only  our  happiness,  but  the 
happiness  of  those  who  depend  upon  us ;  and,  if 
we  look  back  at  the  last  five  years,  are  we  going 
to  throw  the  affairs  of  the  country  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  had  the  management  of 
them  during  that  time  ?  I  say  there  is  no 
other  course  than  an  appeal  to  the  country  if 
these  Bills  are  thrown  out,  and  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  wise  in  taking  that  course, 
if  the  Bills  on  which  their  policy  depends  are 
thrown  out. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  — I  do  not  think  the 
desire  to  strengthen  our  protest  against  what 
I  think  was  a  most  objectionable  course  on 
Friday  night  should  be  lost  sight  of  in  a  gene- 
ral finaucial  discussion.  I  should  be  sorry  if 
the  debate  should  close  without  the  older 
members  of  the  House,  who  have  watched  its 
proceedings  for  years,  entering  their  protest 
against  the  course  now  taken  by  the  Premier. 
If  that  honourable  gentleman  had  come  down 
to-day  and  said  what  I  believe  is  really  the 
case,  this  debate  might  have  been  allowed  to 
drop.  If  he  had  said,  '*We  made  a  foolish 
mistake,  and  are  sorry  for  it,  and  it  is  better 
to  go  on  with  the  business  of  the  country,"  it 
would  have  ended  the  discussion.  There  is  a 
very  strong  conviction  abroad,  and  I  think  it 
is  a  right  one,  that  that  document  was  a  mixed 
production:  the  words  are  the  words  of  the 
Premier,  but  the  hand  is  the  red  hand  of  the 
Treasurer,  We  have  had  threats  from  him  be- 
fore. It  is  no  new  experience.  This  statement 
bears  upon  the  face  of  it,  except  the  wording — 
and  I  may  say,  in  passing,  that  I  can  scarcely 
compliment  the  Premier  on  the  English  into 
which  he  has  put  the  vigorous  statement  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer — a  species  of  intimidation 
which,  I  am  glad  to  see  from  what  has  passed, 
this  House  is  not  prepared  to  tolerate.  I  am 
sorry  the  Premier  did  not  take  the  course  of 
saying,  **  I  was  foolish  the  other  night ; "  for 
the  result  has  been  a  debate  in  which  the 
Mr,  Tumbull 


Colonial  Treasurer  and  himself  have  made  bad 
worse.  Sir,  they  have  brought  in  the  veiy 
worst  feeling  that  can  possibly  be  introduced 
into  this  House.  They  have  raised  up  the  feel- 
ing of  North  against  South.  As  the  honoui- 
able  member  for  Selwyn  has  very  properly  put 
it,  our  public  works  policy  in  future  is  to  be 
carried  on  under  a  system  of  log-rolling— one 
district  is  not  to  get  anything  if  another  does 
not.  The  Treasurer  has  made  the  remark, "  We 
would  not  have  one  Island  basking  in  the  lap 
of  luxury  while  the  other  is  in  the  midst  of 
gloomy  depression,"  or  something  to  that  eiloci. 
That  is  what  he  says  with  regard  to  the  North 
and  South ;  and  I  think  it  is  very  wrong  that 
those  gentlemen  should  have  introduced  such 
a  feeling ;  but,  as  it  has  been  brought  up,  I 
would  ask,  what  is  the  position  in  re:;ard  to 
the  construction  of  railways  in  the  North  as 
against  the  South?  There  is  a  very  pret^ 
picture  drawn  in  the  Statement  of  the  Public 
Works  Minister,  which  shows  the  state  of  pro- 
gross  of  railways  in  the  North  and  South 
Islands ;  and  I  ask,  is  it  fair  to  say  what  has 
been  said  of  the  rejection  of  this  District  Bail- 
ways  Bill  having  anything  to  do  with  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  ?  It  has  already 
been  distinctly  affirmed  by  the  House  that 
this  trunk  railway  should  be  constructed,  and 
it  was  part  of  the  borrowing  policy  of  1882;  so 
that  the  country  is  pledged  to  the  work.  It 
is  not  a  question  of  one  part  of  the  country 
being  treated  differently  from  another,  or  of 
the  balance  of  the  different  claims  of  various 
parts.  The  Legislature  has  said,  by  a  separate 
statute,-  thrfct'  this  work  is  to  be  gone  on  with, 
and  the  only  question  we  have  had  to  consider 
on  this  occasion  is  the  route,  aJid  that  question 
has  been  settled.  The  present  Government  can 
take  no  credit  with  regard  to  that  railway,  for  it 
is  a  question  of  the  past.  We  had  only  to  decide 
on  aji  administrative  question  this  year,  and 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  district  rail- 
ways or  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway.  I 
may  even  say  that  the  Government  had  no- 
thing to  say  to  deciding  as  to  the  route  of  the 
North  Island  Railway,  for  they  relegated  the 
question  to  a  Select  Committee  of  South  Island 
members,  and  it  was  decided  by  them.  I  wish 
to  say,  for  my  own  part,  that  I  am  not  at  all 
arguing  that  one  locality  should  have  its  ex- 
penditure balanced  by  another ;  but,  if  you  take 
that  line  of  argument,  let  any  one  look  at  the 
expenditure  from  year  to  year  in  different  parts 
of  the  colony,  and  he  will  find  that,  on  the 
population  basis,  Aucklanc^  is  rather  under  an 
obligation  for  further  exy^onditure.  I  do  not 
hold  that  view  myself.  I  hold  that  a  bridge  or 
a  road  or  a  railway  in  one  part  of  the  colony,  if 
it  helps  forward  the  prosperity  of  the  district,  is 
of  quite  as  much  interest  to  this  House  as  in 
any  other,  entirely  apart  from  the  balance  !of 
expenditure  in  different  places.  But,  Sir,  the 
point  immediately  before  the  House  is,  whether 
those  threats  uttered  the  other  night  were  jus- 
tified; and  the  only  ground  of  justification 
which  the  Premier  has  given  for  them  is  that 
the  District  Railways  Bill  was  rejected  by  the 
Upper  House,  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  that 
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lejection  that  we  are  likely  to  have  a  dissolu- 
tion and  a  third  session  this  year,  for,  from 
eertain  resolutions  which  we  have  since  seen  on 
the  Order  Paper,  it  would  appear  that  we  are 
to  have  something  of  the  kind  forced  upon  us. 
Kow,  I  just  want  to  say  this,  with  regard  to 
the  District  Railways  Bill,  as  that  was  alluded 
to  in  the  honourable  member's  speech :  The 
District  Railways  Bill  was  forced  through  this 
House.  We  asked  for  information;  we  asked 
that  we  might  be  allowed  to  investigate  the 
state  of  the  ca^e ;  we  asked  to  be  informed 
who  were  the  ratepayers  in  the  several  dis- 

.  tricts,  who  were  the  shareholders,  what  was  the 
capital  paid  up,  and  what  was  the  general  posi- 
tion of  the  railways.  We  obtained  none  of  that 
information,  and  very  few  members  know  the 
position  of  ailairs  in  respect  to  these  railways. 
I  am  soxry   to  say,  however,   that  there  are 

.  some  individuals  in  this  House  who  know  too 
much  about  them.  We  have  heard,  Sir,  of 
members  who  are  personally  well  acquainted 
with  the  particulars  of  certain-  railways ;  and 
we  ought  to  have  before  us,  even  if  we  have 
nothing  more,  with  regard  to  these  railways,  a 
statement  of  the  ratepayers  who  will  be  re- 
lieved. Just  to  show  how  little  we  know  about 
it,  I  may  say  that  I  have  heard,  with  regard  to 
one  of  these  railways — the  northernmost  one 
—that  there  are,  at  the  present  time,  rates 
amounting  to  some  thousands  of  pounds  due 
in  that  district ;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
that  there  are  ratepayers  in  that  district  who 
have  brought  much  pressure  to  bear  in  this 
House  to  get  the  measure  passed,  and  who  are 
in  the  House  at  the  present  time,  and  who 
would  be  considerably  relieved  by  the  measure 
which  was  rejected  by  the  Upper  House.  That 
I  believe  to  be  the  fact. 
Mr.  STOUT.— Name. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Well,  I  do  not  mind 
naming  them ;  it  is  a  matter  of  current  report. 
There  is  the  honourable  member  for  Heath- 
cote.  He  is  a  gentleman  who  is  considerably 
interested  in  the  district  through  which  that 
railway  runs.  The  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch   South  is  also  considerably  in- 

.  terested  in  that  district.  I  say,  let  us  have 
it  out.  If  the  Government  will  not  give  us 
information,  we  must  fall  back  on  common 
lobby  rumours.  Coming  further  down,  to  the 
next  railway — that  is,  the  Waimate  Railway — 
can  any  one  suppose  for  one  moment  that  that 
railway  is  to  bo  taken  over  to  relieve  poor  rate- 

.  payers,  or  that  it  is  to  be  done  in  the  inter- 
ests of  any  but  the  large  property-holders? 
Coming  further  down,  to  the  Duntroon  and 
Hakateramea    Railway,    what    is    the    fact? 

.  We  have  only  incidental  information  ;  but  the 
P^nmier  told  us  that  tliat  line  was  to  be  taken 
over  in  the  interests  of  the  deferred-payment 
settlers.  Now,  I  have  taken  some  pains  to 
ascertain  the  facts. 

ilr.  STOUT.— I  did  not  say  so.  I  said 
*'  mainly." 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— If  not  in  the  interest 
of  the  deferred-payment  selectors,  it  must  be 
in  the  interests  of  others  —  the  large  land- 
holders. 


Mr.  STOUT.— I  did  not  put  it  in  that  way. 
What  I  said  was  this :  that  the  Government 
had  done  a  wrong  to  these  people  because  it 
acted  contrary  to  the  conditions  under  which 
the  railway  was  allowed  to  be  built.  The  Go- 
vernment smuggled  an  Act  through  the  House 
— ^without  giving  the  people  an  opportunity  of 
protesting — which  allowed  rates  to  be  levied 
before  the  railway  was  completed,  contrary  to 
the  Act  under  which  the  railway  was  autho> 
rized. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  — I  differ  entirely  from 
the  honourable  gentleman.  What  the  Govern- 
ment did  was  this:  The  District  Railways 
Act  was  really  a  deed  of  agreement  as  between 
the  State  and  certain  localities  and  the  com- 
panies, and  the  State  had  to  sec  that  the  provi- 
sions that  were  embodied  in  the  Act  were  given 
effect  to,  and  the  Bill  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  refers  in  no  way  went  beyond  the 
original  intention  as  between  the  parties  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  STOUT.— It  has. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— No  injustice  has  been 
done. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Oh,  yes,  there  has  be6n. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Well,  that  is  a  matter 
of  opinion ;  but  if  there  has  been  injustice  done 
let  us  look  into  it.  There  has  not  been  time  to 
look  into  these  matters.  We  have  had  them 
pressed  upon  our  consideration  in  such  a  man- 
ner that,  even  if  I  were  satisfied  the  case  was 
just,  I  should  feel  it  was  indecent ;  and  my  ob- 
jection is  all  the  stronger  because  of  the  want 
of  information.  1  maintain  that  the  large 
landholders  who  promoted  the  Duntroon  and 
Hakateramea  Railway,  for  instance,  and  who 
have  secured  so  much  additional  value  to  their 
estates  by  its  construction,  have  no  right  to 
complain  of  the  House  having  taken  action  to 
see  that  they  fulfilled  their  engagements ;  and 
that  is  all  that  the  House  has  done.  It  is  the 
large  landholders  who  benefit  in  the  case  of  the 
Duntroon  and  Hakateramea  line,  and  not  the 
deferred-payment  settlers,  as  the  Premier  would 
have  us  believe.  I  am  stating  disjointed  facts, 
and,  if  what  I  am  stating  are  not  facts,  then 
it  is  the  business  of  the  Government  to  dis- 
prove my  statements  ;  and  I  am  very  glad  that 
the  Legislative  Council  looked  at  the  mat- 
ter in  that  light.  Then,  take  the  case  of  the 
Waimea  Plains  Railway.  There  is  £4,000  of 
rates  due  in  that  district,  of  which  £3,000  is 
due  by  the  company ;  and  we  are  asked  to 
pay  that.  The  taxpayers  of  New  Zealand  are 
asked  to  relieve  the  company  of  that  liability  of 
£3,000.  Did  the  House  know  that,  at  the  time 
it  passed  the  Bill  ?  I  do  not  think  it  did,  or 
it  would  have  hesitated  before  it  passed  the 
Bill.  Wo  are  told  that  this  measure  is  brought 
forward  to  further  the  colonizing  functions  of 
the  Government;  but  I  say  it  is  a  Bill  to 
further  the  colonizing  functions  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Company.  We  have  got  these  companies 
well  represented  in  the  lobbies,  we  have  got 
them  here  in  the  House,  and  to  some  extent 
even  on  the  Government  benches.  We  know 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  a  consider- 
able interest  in  that  company.    I  say  that,  ixL 
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the  whole  history  of  New  Zealand,  there  has 
never  previously  been  known  such  a  thing  as 
the  course  taken  with  regard  to  this  District 
Railways  Bill.  The  Premier  talks  of  a  disso- 
lution; but  he  knows  perfectly  well  that  a 
dissolution  would  not  suit  his  book  at  all,  and 
that  the  country  is  not  going  to  be  appealed 
to  on  such  a  subject  as  the  District  Railways 
Bill.  The  Legislative  Council  has  exercised 
its  legitimate  functions.  It  is  a  great  principle 
that,  when  a  matter  of  public  policy  has  been 
established,  such  as  that  which  was  established 
by  the  District  Railways  Act,  that  policy  ean 
only  be  counteracted  or  altered  by  Bill,  so 
that  the  Legislative  Council  may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  discussing  and  determining  how, 
and  to  what  extent,  settled  policy  is  to  be 
interfered  with.  It  was  therefore  quite  right 
that  the  Government  proposals  should  have 
been  put  into  the  form  of  an  Act;  and  the 
question  now  will  be,  whether,  the  Legislative 
Council  having  said  that  a  particular  policy  is 
not  to  be  changed,  this  House  will  be  intimi- 
dated into  doing,  without  the  consent  of  that 
body,  that  which  it  cannot  do  with  its  con- 
sent. I  hope  not.  To  talk  of  a  dissolution  is 
all  nonsense.  I  believe  that  the  country  will 
look  with  gratitude  to  the  Council  for  having 
stood  between  the  people  and  an  act  of  red- 
handed  plunder. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  word  "dissolution" 
seems  to  have  had  a  terrible  effect  upon  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine.  I  could  not 
help  wondering,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man' rose  and  I  saw  his  nervousness,  what 
could  possibly  be  the  cause  of  it ;  but  this  was 
apparent  when  he  referred  to  the  word  *'  disso- 
lution." The  honourable  gentleman,  I  believe, 
represents  a  Canterbury  constituency.  Now,  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  containing  the  views 
expressed  by  an  ex-member  of  this  House  on 
this  subject  of  the  rejection  by  the  Legislative 
Council  of  this  District  Railways  Bill,  and  they 
are,  to-  my  mind,  a  complete  answer  to  the 
views  expressed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine.  I  have  not  said  anything  on  the 
subject  of  these  district  railways  myself ;  but, 
if  tne  facts  are  as  adduced  by  Mr.  Wason,  the 
gentleman  I  refer  to,  then  I  say  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  is  completely  answered. 
The  letter  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Corwar,  22nd  October,  1884. 

'*  Sib, — From  your  leaiding  article  this  morn- 
ing the  public  would  infer  that  the  Legislative 
Coimcil,  by  their  hsbsty  rejection  of  the  District 
Railways  Bill,  have  deserved  well  of  the  coun- 
try. 

"  I  am  very  decidedly  of  the  contrary  opinion, 
and,  by  your  leave,  will  endeavour  to  show  that 
the  action  of  the  Council,  if  not  unconstitu- 
tional, was  ill-judged  and  intemperate,  and 
calculated  to  lead  the  inquiring  mind  to  find 
out  why  a  body  representing  nothing,  respon- 
sible to  no  one,  should,  at  an  enormous  cost  to 
the  country,  be  suffered  to  interfere  with  the 
efforts  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  to 
promote  justice,  peace,  and  prosperity.  An 
objection  yon  miake  to  the  Bill  is  that  a  large 
shareholder  in  one  of  the  companies,  and  also 
Mr.  Eolleston 


one  of  the  Council,  kissed  his  hand  and  wMifM 
Bigas  of  congratulation  to  the  supposed  dbrfj 
quious  majority  while  they  were  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty. 

"  It  is  certainly  much-  to  be  regretted 
the  *  Honourables,'  by  Act  of  Parliament,  J 
question  did  not  exercise  more  discretion  ;  bj 
surely,  Sir,  the  very  action  in  question,  i 
which  you  very  properly  take  exception,  is 
reason  not  for  rejecting  any  given  Bill,  bi 
for  considering  how  far  *  Honourables  '  may  | 
without  their  divine  right  of  legislation  "^-^^ 
challenged.  Another  objection  made  is 
certain  large  shareholders  in  the  various 
panics  would,  after  having  arranged  ce; 
railways  to  suit  their  own  convenience 
raise  the  value  of  their  land,  escape  their 
bility  and  throw  it  upon  the  country. 

"The  objection  is  a  serious  one,  and,  as 
repfescntative  remarked,  a  bitter  pill  to  sw^j 
low,  for  it  is  notorious  that  every  railway  whkji 
has  been  constructed  under  the  Act  has  beeij 
run  through  by  a  few  active,  wealthy  parti6N 
in  many  cases  with  no  care  whatever  for  ^ 
interests  of  the  people,  and,  I  am  afraid,  wiw 
out  any  regard  for  the  Act  of  1877,  under  whieifi 
the  railways  were  constructed.  | 

"  In  one  railway  district,  in  which  I  am  spoiJ 
cially  interested,  the  company  never  obtained 
either  a  majority  in  number  of  the  ratepayer 
or  a  majority  in  value  of  the  land.  I 

"  In  another,  the  company  bullied  and  bounoej 
the  unfortimate  ratepayers  to  acquiesce  inaM 
arrangement  for  reclassifying  the  district,  under 
the  perfectly  impossible  threat  that,  if  the^ 
did  not  do  so,  they  would  carry  the  line  to  thdt 
original  terminus  and  levy  increased  rates. 

"  In  another,  a  rate  of  6s.  8d.  in  the  ponnl 
was  authorized  by  the  Government,  and  e^ 
torted  from  any  one  foolish  enough  to  pay  it. 
In  this  district  I  have  not  seen  the  original 
rates  gazetted;  but  it  is  not  for  a  momeDli 
credible  that  any  settler  would  have  voted  fo^ 
a  railway  which  would  entail  upon  him  sucll 
taxation  as  to  amount  to  actual  confiscation. 

"  It  may  bo  argued  that  the  above  objection^ 
able  proceedings  are  only  reasons  in  support  of 
the  action  of  the  Council;  and  the  aaignment 
would  be  a  good  one  were  it  not  for  the  faot 
that,  by  the  Act  of  1877,  the  Government  an 
the  sole  judges  of  appeal,  and  various  Govenk^ 
ments,  having  acquiesced  and  approved  of  th« 
proceedings  and  improprieties  of  the  companies^ 
nave  thereby  entailed  upon  themselves  and  swk 
cessors  a  responsibility  towards  the  ratepayeci 
of  the  district  that  they  cannot  long  evade. 

"  It  is  perhaps  a  pity  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment did  not  take  a  leaf  out  of  their  nro^ 
decessors'  book,  when  Messrs.  Atkinson,  Roues- 
ton,  and  Co.  wanted  to  pass  a  District  Railway* 
Bill  solely  in  the  interests  of  a  few  wealthy 
speculators.  They  printed  one  Bill  early  in 
the  session  —  a  harmless  enough  document. 
Just  at  the  close  of  the  session,  when  manj 
members  had  left,  they  suddenly  produced  the 
most  scandalous,  disgraceful  piece  of  legisli^ 
tion  that  has  ever  sullied  a  Statute  Book,  and 
passed  it  into  law  before  the  sleepy,  wom-ont  old 
gentlemen  who  were  left  knew  where  they  were. 
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'*Ii  my  language  is  too  sbrong,  I  shall  be 
jbatefal  if  yo«  or  some  correspondent  will  put 
mo  fitfdng  Bfllingsgate  criticism  of  a  measure 
fHikh  19  supposed  to  have  the  effect  of  up- 
totfcing  all  existing  contracts  between  the  com- 
teiy  and  ratepayers ;  a  measure  which  alters 
Vie  whole  clarification  of  land  ;  a  measure 
*te8sed  with  the  object  of  increasing  over  a 
:  famdredfold  the  liability  of  certain  ratepayers, 
;  ^ad  which  entails  an  additional  tliree  years' 
ISnrden  of  teucation  upon  the  suffering  rate- 
iWers. 

"  Now  when  a  Gk)vemment  is  in  office  having 
lipme  regard  for  justice  and  the  prosperity  of 
;  we  country,  and  endeavours  to  remedy  the  sins 

tits  predecessors,  the  same  body,  powerless 
good  to  stop  legislation  absolutely  wicked, 
ihows  itself  an  active  agent  in  the  propagation 
of  evil. 

"Unless  some  remedial  measures  are  taken, 
,  l^e  district  railways  will  depopulate  and  ruin 
ilfrexy  district  which  is  cursed  with  them.  It 
;  h  no  doubt  very  objectionable  that  a  few  land- 
iipeculators  should  make  their  thousands  and 
i  tens  of  thousands  out  of  those  railways ;  but 
ihe  alternative  of  annually  dragging  hard- 
;  tamed  money  out  of  every  labourer  who  has 
iieen  frugal  and  saving  enough  to  acquire  a 
:  tome,  or  extorting  from  every  tradesman  a  tax 
.  ii^on  his  enterprise,  and  of  robbing  the  unf or- 
ilciate  famaer  of  all  that  disastrous  seasons, 

I  jow  prices,  and  heavy  charges  have  left  him,  is 
niely  an  evil  a  thousandfold  greater. 

.  "  It  is  possible  the  sere  Wellington  irrespon- 
rcBiilitiee  may  reject  the  West  Coast  Railway 
Bfll.  If  so,  I  think,  Sir,  instead  of  a  feeble 
joowl  from  a  discontented  agriculturist,  by 
■umsands  and  thousands  men  and  women  will 
Ittfiect  apon  the  following  words,  taken  from  an 
JgngliRh  paper,  with  regard  to  the  present  crisis 
m  Home  :  *  But  it  is  quite  impossible  for  us  to 
jftdmit  that  a*  number  of  hereditary  landlords, 
p^oit  of  tliem  prejudiced  and  narrow-minded, 
ptai  be  allowed  to  mutilate  and  reject  every 
1^11  brought  in  by  a  Liberal  Ministry  possess- 
pag  the  conffdence  of  the  nation.' — ^Yours,  &c., 
"Cathcabt  Wason." 
Prom  what  I  know  of  the  past  history  of 
^tttrict  railway  measures  I  have  alwavs  been 
Ppposed  to  them.  The  words  used  by  Mr. 
^Kflon  ate  literally  true.  The  amendments  of 
ilie  meaBUie  passed  the  House  at  the  latter 
lad  of  the  session,  when  members  even  of  this 
pftouse  were  wearied  and  fagged  out,  and  when 
ilbeiy  aeareely  knew  what  evil  they  were  per- 
^pirtEftttng.  We  also  know  what  occurs  in  an- 
Htbar  place  at  the  end  of  thd  session.  Those 
IfMKdemen  who,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Maton,  tise  their  judicial  minds  and  weigh 
IP^  the  measures  submitted  to  them,  at  the 
ittd  of  the  session,  and  at  the  beck  and  call 
if  tile  Government  of  the  day  —  particularly 
Me&  it  is  the  Oontinuons  Government  — 
MAS  ttettsfoes  wholeeale.  I  have  seen  fifteen 
Mteores  go  through  in  as  many  minutes.  I 
Wtf  that  what  is  complained  of  by  the  rate* 
wAub  affeeted  by  the  District  Bailways  Acts 

II  thttl  thoBO  Aoto  vrere  ptfseed  throu^  by 


the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  without 
due  consideration ;  and  that,  I  hold,  is  the 
sole  reason  why  the  present  Government  have 
brought  down  this  measure  this  session.  Two- 
wrongs  never  moke  a  right,  but  that  the  rate- 
payers have  been  wronged  there  is  no  doubt. 
If.  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  is 
anxious  for  the  part  of  the  country  that  has 
been  so  kind  to  him  in  past  times,  let  me  give 
him  some  information  which  at  present,  I  am 
sure,  he  does  not  possess.  I  do  not  like  to- 
see  a  no-confidence  motion  raised  by  a  simple 
motion  to  adjourn  the  House.  Honourable 
members  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House, 
particularly  the  honourable  member  for  Sel- 
wyn,  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine^ 
and  the  honourable  member  who  moved  the 
motion,  feel  very  strongly  on  the  district-rail- 
way question ;  but  this  discussion  simply  means 
discussing  whether  or  not  the  Government  of 
the  day  have  the  confidence  of  this  House ;  and 
it  refers,  first,  to  the  memorandum  read  after 
the  Public  Works  Statement,  and,  secondly, 
to  the  resolutions  which  this  House,  without  a 
dissenting  voice,  agreed  to  postpone  until  to- 
morrow. This  discussion  is  altogether  out  of 
place;  but  it  would  appear  very  bad  on  my 
part,  as  a  Government  supporter,  if  I  were  to- 
allow  the  remarks  made  by  those  who  have 
taken  part  in  the  debate  to  go  unchallenged. 
I  would  say  to  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  that  the  East  and  West  Coast  Rail- 
way Bill  has  been  so  mutilated  in  another 
place  that  all  the  labours  of  this  House  and 
the  votes  of  a  large  majority  of  the  House 
have  gone  for  nothing.  We  were  told,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  debate,  that  wo  were 
doing  wrong  in  speaking  of  what  hod  been 
done  in  another  place.  At  that  very  time  in 
another  place  they  were  doing  that  which 
they  have  threatened  to  do,  and  that  was, 
bringing  themselves  into  conflict  with  this 
House  and,  really,  with  the  coxmtry.  At  the 
very  moment  that  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  was  defending  another  Chamber, 
they  were  taking  away  from  Canterbury  and 
from  the  West  Coast  of  New  Zealand  that 
which,  in  my  opinion,  will  bring  about  what 
the  Government  have  sought — that  is,  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  whole  of  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — I  must  remind  the  honour- 
able member  that  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  refer 
to  what  is  being  transacted  at  the  present  time 
in  another  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  will  conform  to  the  rules 
of  the  House,  but  I  will  state  that,  at  the  time^ 
the  real  cause  of  this  debate  was  being  con- 
sidered by  the  Gbvernment,  it  was  openly 
stated  in  the  lobbies  that  the  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway  Bill  would  be  so  amended  in 
another  place  that  it  was  bound  to  bring  that 
place  into  conflict  with  this  House.  It  was 
also  openly  stated  in  the  lobbies 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  it  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  the  House  to  refer  to  what 
takes  place  in  the  lobbies. 

Mr.  STOUT.— As  a  point  of  order,  I  wotQd 
say  that  is  exactly  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber iot  Geraldine  did  this  afternoon.    In  hi& 
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speech  he  quoted  what  took  place  in  the  lob- 
bies. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  did  not  observe  that  the 
.  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  did  so,  or  I 
should  have  called  his  attention  to  the  matter. 
It  is  surely  obvious  that  it  is  not  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  the  House  that  what  is  said 
•  in  the  lobbies  should  be  brought  forward  as  a 
matter  of  debate  in  the  House. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  may  be  allowed,  by 

way  of  explanation,  to  say  that,  as  far  as  I 

recollect  my  words,  they  were  somewhat  to 

this  effect :  that  we  had  been  left,  for  informa- 

,  tion,  to  what  could  be  picked  up  in  the  lobbies 

and  outside  as  to  what  was  the  true  position  of 

,  the  district  railways ;  that  there  were  certain 

rumours  outside  and  in  the  lobbies,  and  that 

>"we  had  no  means  of  judging  of  their  accuracy. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Speaking  to  the  point  of 
order,  I  should  like  to  say  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Qcraldine  was  not  only  allowed 
to  go  very  much  outside  the  question,  but  he 
made  attacks  on  honourable  members  who  had 
not  the  right  to  reply. 

Mr.  S  ED  DON.  —  I  quite  concur  with  the 
wisdom  of  your  ruling,  Sir,  and  its  justice; 
.  but  I  will  say  this :  that  I  myself  received  in- 
.  formation,  which  I  could  not  discredit,  to  the 
effect  that  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway 
Bill  would  be  so  mutilated  that  its  passing 
would  render  inoperative  the  wishes  of  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— That  is  dealing  with  a 
matter  still  under  the  consideration  of  the 
other  House. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  I  have  no  wish  to  do  so. 
.  There  is  another  matter  that  must  be  alluded 
to.  The  Colonial  Treasurer  remarked  that,  in 
the  work  of  colonization,  due  respect  and  at- 
tention should  be  paid  to  the  same  in  both 
Islands,  and  that  we  should  treat  the  colony  as 
•a  whole,  and  not  deal  with  it  unequally ;  and 
that  in  another  place,  as  far  as  they  had  gone, 
they  were  not  going  in  that  direction.  With 
regard  to  Greymouth  and  the  Westport  part  of 
the  country,  provision  was  made  in  the  policy 
Bills  of  the  Government  to  give  great  prosperity 
to  those  parts  of  the  colony,  and  it  would  also 
•be  beneficial  to  the  rest  of  the  Middle  Island, 
and  to  the  colony  as  a  whole.  Well,  informa- 
tion— and  from  a  very  definite  source — came  to 
my  heading  that  the  same  attitude  would  be 
.  taken  as  regards  these  policy  measures  of  the 
Government  as  was  taken  up  with  regard  to 
.the  District  Railways  Bill. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member  is 
Still  persisting  in  bringing  before  this  House  a 
debate  which  is  going  on  in  another  Chamber. 
If  he  persists,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  rule  him 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— They  are  not  being  debated  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— They  are  so  far  under  the 
consideration  of  the  other  House  that  they 
have  not  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  —  They  have  not  been  dis- 
posed of.  But  one  speaker  went  so  far  as  to  say 
this,  and  was  not  called  to  order :  that  this 
statement  of  the  Gk>vemment,  or  memoran- 
dum attached  to  the  Public  Works  Statement, 
Mr.  Stout 


was  read  as  a  precautionaiy  measure,  thai 
it  might  prevent  hereafter  thrngp  occurring  it 
another  branch  of  the  Legislature  which  woidi 
not  have  occurred  if  the  notice  had  been  ffm 
beforehand  —  that  possibly  the  excuse  woold 
be  made  that,  if  fair  warning  had  been  gi^ 
proper  consideration  would  have  been  givs 
to  matters  of  policy  brought  down  by  the  Qb> 
vemment.  However,  as  you  know,  I  never  liki 
to  disagree  with  the  rulings  of  the  Chair,  and  I 
shall  endeavour  in  my  remarks,  consistentif 
with  your  ruling.  Sir,  to  bring  a  few  more  mat 
ters  under  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Thi 
honourable  member  for  SelvTyn  disagreed  alto< 
gether  with  the  statement  by  the  Coloniil 
Treasurer,  and  insisted  that,  even  though  ih 
North  Island  Trunk  Railway  was  construct^ 
at  the  same  time  it  had  no  bearing  whatever <fl 
works  that  might  be  projected  in  other  parts  d 
the  colony,  and  which  were  referred  to  in  &• 
policy  Bills  of  the  Goverxmient.  I  disagree  ea^ 
tlrely  with  that  dictum,  and  for  this  reasoB^ 
that  the  whole  of  the  west  coast  of  the  Midd^ 
Island,  when  the  public  works  policy  of  1870  ta 
1876  was  being  given  effect  to,  was  depopulate^ 
and  for  this  reason :  that  the  labouring-clasBei 
and  tradespeople  were  attracted  to  other  pod! 
of  the  colony  by  the  expenditure  of  puUk 
money  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  HiddU 
Island.  So  it  would  happen  now.  If  all  the  pnV 
lie  works  and  all  the  public  expenditure  wen 
to  be  centred  in  the  North  Island  it  wonU 
mean  the  depopulation  of  the  Middle  Islaal 
Consequently  it  would  ultimately  prove  b 
jurious  to  the  North  Island  itself,  \vhen  Um 
works  were  completed  and  the  money  e:n)ende4 
as  it  must  be  to  the  Middle  Island  when  A 
works  are  progressing.  And,  when  each  Islad 
has  equal  claims  upon  this  House  and  upon  ftl 
colony  for  the  expenditure  of  money,  I  tall 
it  that  the  policy  Bills  of  the  Govemmeal 
affect  the  Middle  Island ;  and  that  the  Hidfli 
Island  has  a  just  claim  to  have  those  wodl 
constructed,  and  has  an  equal  claim  with  Hi 
North  Island  to  see  that  the  whole  of  th 
policy  of  the  Government  should  be  gifV 
effect  to.  And  I  hold  that  th€  two  mm 
go  on  concurrently;  and,  if  the  Govemnei 
were  to  allow  their  Bills  to  be  mutilated  ai 
an  expenditure  to  go  on  upon  works  m  t^ 
North  Island  only,  then  the  Middle  Islai^ 
must  inevitably  suffer,  and  they  would  noth 
deserving  of  the  najne  of  Goverxmient  if  tbi 
were  to  permit  that  to  take  place.  I  think  tu 
should  also  be  taken  into  consideration:  W 
are  told  this  memorandum,  of  the  Gk>vemnMB| 
applies  to  another  place.  Any  one  who  faizi) 
weighed  the  words  of  the  Premier  would  ha^ 
understood  them  as  I  have.  In  New  ZeoJav 
we  have  had  a  growing  representation  for  sonj 
years  in  another  place.  We  have  had  honoof 
able  gentlemen  called  there  from  time  to  tiifll 
by  the  Continuous  Government,  and,  Sir,  thai 
gentlemen  at  the  present  moment  are  oppoMJ 
to  the  present  Government.  That  will  not  I 
denied.  You  v^ill  find  that  Councillors  callfll 
to  the  Council  by  the  late  Government  in  eed 
case  have  voted  against  the  District  Bailw^l 
Bill.    They  have  theii  party  leanings.    Thll 
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feelifig  must  be,  aaid  is,  rampant  in  another 
|3Ace.  The  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
wkBn  an  active  part  in  throwing  out  the  Bis- 
ect Railways  Bill — those  who  nave  made  use 
€f  aignments  yeiy  much  like  those  which  the 
iMfnourable  member  for  Geraldine  has  applied 
Ift  the  Colonial  Treasurer — they  are  those  who 
)sve  been  called  to  the  Upper  House  by  the 
Ijlite  Government.  And  allow  me  to  say  this, 
aot  wishing  to  be  too  personal :  that  in  some 
biases  they  are  gentlemen  who  have  been  re- 
Jeeted  on  two  or  three  occasions  by  the  electors 
ef  New  Zealand;  and  I  do  think  that,  under 
jHiose  circumstances,  where  they  have  been 
ygtisana  and  supporters  of  a  Government, 
mod  have  been  on  that  account  rejected  by 
ttw  constituents  they  have  appealed  to,  and 
were  then  called  to  another  place  for  party 
Muposes,  it  ill  becomes  them  to  fly  in  the 
kcee  of  the  people.  They  cannot  do  that  by 
ieoming  into  this  Chamber,  because  the  people 
njected  them ;  but  they  are  called  to  another 
puboe,  and  they  exercise  the  same  party  pro- 
clivities and  give  the  same  votes  as  they  would 
lukve  given  if  they  had  been  in  this  House. 
"What  I  object  to — and  what  I  think  the  Go* 
l«mment  has  a  right  to  object  to  —  is  that 
'loo  much  party  feeling  has  been  imported  into 
the  debate  on  that  Bill.  With  regard  to  one 
lumoorable  gentleman  who  took  a  leading  part 
[as  regards  the  rejection  of  that  Bill,  I  was  told 
Ion  very  good  authority  that  he  was  a  place- 
iweker. 
:    An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^Who  was  he  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON. — It  is  an  honourable  member 
IB.  another  place  I  am  alluding  to. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — You  must  not  use  such 
[an  offensive  term  as  "  place-seeker,"  as  applied 
^to  an  honourable  gentleman  in  another  place, 
irho  has  no  opportunity  here  of  rebutting  the 
ijmpatation. 

I  Mr.  SEDDON.— It  is  not  my  wish  to  be  at 
•21  offensive;  but  I  scarcely  know  the  term 
I  might  apply  that  would  not  be  offensive. 
Vh&t  I  allude  to  appeared  in  public  print, 
and  was  not  contradicted.  I  will  say  that 
lie  was  a  person  seeking  a  position  which 
le  failed  to  obtain.  Naturally  enough,  then, 
Itiiere  would  be  a  spirit  of  resentment;  and, 
lalthongh,  in  deference  to  your  wishes,  I  will 
^Bot  distinctly  make  the  statement,  yet  I 
unist  say  this :  that,  although  his  seeking  the 
'position  might  be  commendable  onoagh,  still, 
at  the  same  time,  it  has  proved  injurious  to 
the  passing  of  the  District  Railways  Bill. 
;  Now,  if  the  Government  in  this  House  passes 
its  policy  measures,  and^  fails  to  pass  them  in 
another  place,  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  the 
alectors  would  be  that  the  Government  really 
Im  not  the  confidence  of  Parliament.  And 
,H  places  them  altogether  in  a  false  position. 
If  their  policy  Bills  are  rejected  in  another 
place,  then  those  who  are  in  opposition  in  this 
(jhamber  will  say,  "Vacate  the  benches  at 
«nce."  And  they  would  have  very  good  grounds 
for  saying  it.  I  hold  that  majorities  must  rule 
Wherever  there  is  representative  government. 
•We  have  representative  government  in  New 
Zealand.    The  minority  in  this  House,  and 


[to 


among  them  those  who  have  taken  part  in 
the  debate  this  afternoon,  have  said  to  th& 
Council,  "  You  have  done  well  in  throwing  out 
that  Bill :  you  will  do  still  better  if  you  throw 
out  the  rest  of  the  policy  Bills  of  the  Govern- 
ment." They  are  encouraging  members  in  an> 
other  place  to  treat  the  rest  of  the  policy  Bills 
of  the  Government  in  the  same  way  as  they 
have  treated  the  District  Railways  Bill ;  and  I 
say  that  is  unfair.  It  is  the  minority  bringing^ 
pressure  to  bear  upon  those  in  another  place ; 
and,  Sir,  it  is  done — the  honourable  gentlemen, 
will  pardon  me,  but  I  am  under  the  impression 
it  has  been  done — with  that  object  m  view. 
I  say  it  is  unfair,  and  it  is  worse,  far  worse, 
and  more  to  be  censured,  than  the  step  taken 
by  the  Government,  which  is  simply  giving 
a  fair  warning  that  they  intend  to  maintain 
and  carry  out  their  policy  as  a  whole,  or  take 
other  steps.  Now  I  come  to  a  few  personal 
remarks  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Gei;^dine,  and  they  were  personally  applied 
to  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  Judging  by  the- 
countenances  of  honourable  members  who  en-^ 
tirely  disagree  with  the  present  Government, 
they  felt  sorry  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  should  have  made  the  remarks  he 
did.  He  said  as  plainly  as  he  could,  and  at 
the  same  time  not  quite  plainly  enough  to  be 
brought  to  order  by  you,  that  the  motion  of  the- 
Colonial  Treasurer  in  dealing  with  the  District 
Railways  Bill  was  brought  about  simply  be- 
cause that  honourable  gentleman  was  himself 
financially  connected  with  the  venture.  Well,, 
all  I  can  say  is  this :  that  there  is  a  complete 
answer  to  a  charge  of  that  kind  in  the  fact 
that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  holds  a  high  posi- 
tion in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country 
and  in  the  minds  of  a  large  majority  of  this 
House ;  and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  in 
the  House  except  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine  who  would  make  the  same  ill-na-» 
tured  and  unfounded  charge.  I  hold  myself 
that,  if  the  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Wason  are 
correct — and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it — 
there  is  quite  sufficient  in  that  one  fact  alone- 
to  vindicate  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  the  Pre- 
mier, and  the  present  Grovemment.  Under 
the  Act  of  1877  power  was  given  to  the  local 
bodies  to  levy  rates,  and  that  power  was  taken 
away  by  the  Amendment  Act  of  1882  and  given 
to  the  companies  instead.  That  is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  two  positions.  Well,  Sir,  if 
the  local  bodies  in  the  districts  affected  by 
the  district  railways  had  the  power  of  levying 
the  rates,  there  would  be  no  rates  levied  at 
all.  The  ratepayers  at  that  time  were  consent- 
ing parties.  They  knew  that  the  power  was 
left  in  the  hands  of  those  representing  them  in 
the  local  bodies.  In  1882  that  power  was 
taken  aw^ay,  and  by  a  Government  of  which 
the  member  for  Geraldine  was  a  member. 
Under  the  circumstances,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 
No  doubt  the  whole  of  this  debate  will  have 
to  take  place  again  when  the  resolutions  are 
brought  down  by  the  Government ;  but  I  felt 
that  I  could  not  allow  some  of  the  remarks 
that  have  been  made  to  pass  unchallenged. 
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Mr.  SHRIMSKI.^It  is  not  my  intention  to 
apeak  "with  regard  to  the  a.ction  taken  by  the 
tjegislative  Council,  because  it  is  out  of  my 
province  to  do  bo;  but,  Sir,  I  can  say  this: 
that  I  was  one  who  at  all  times  strongly  op- 
posed the  District  Bailwaya  Bill.  And  I  had 
to  do  so  against  honourable  gentlemen  who 
are  now  occupyiilg  the  Opposition  benches. 
It  does  not  come  with  very  good  grace  from 
the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  when 
be  taunts  members  of  the  Government  with 
&ot  having  given  that  information  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  required.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  himself  was  a  member  of  that 
Ministry  which  advanced  that  large  sum  of 
money  to  these  companies,*  and  he  ought  to 
have  that  information  with  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  tibiese  companies ;  and  there  was  no  need 
for  him  now  to  rise,  because  he  is  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  of  the  House,  and  taunt  the  Ministry 
for  not  affording  that  information  which  he 
himself  required  and  ought  to  have  had  when 
the  Public  Trust  Funds  were  invested  in  these 
companies. ,  During  1883  the  late  Government 
introduced  a  Bill  to  amend  the  District  Bail- 
ways  Act,  and  its  first  reading  took  place  on  the 
29th  August.  On  the  80th  August  the  second 
reading  took  place,  and  on  the  8th  September 
the  House  prorogued.  1  then  pointed  out  to 
the  honourable  gentleman  that  the  Bill  was  a 
very  serious  one,  affecting  a  number  of  settlers, 
who  had  not  had  an  opportunity  given  to 
them  to  say  whether  they  approved  of  the  Bill 
or  not.  I  then  objected  to  the  Bill  on  their 
behalf,  because,  as  I  pointed  out  to  the  Minis- 
ter at  the  time,  numbers  of  people  had  pur- 
chased land  under  deferred  payment,  even  in 
the  district  that  I  have  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent, after  the  railway  had  been  constructed ; 
they  had  no  idea  that  they  would  bo  called 
upon  to  pay  any  rates  fcr  i^e  railway,  and 
consequently  they  paid  a  very  high  price  for 
the  land  they  then  purchased.  What  was  the 
reply?  "We  must  pass  this  Bill;"  and  the 
Bill  was  passed,  witnout  giving  these  people 
an  opportunity  of  saying  whether  they  liked 
it  or  not.  I  pointed  out  also  at  that  time 
that  the  rating  which  the  Act  was  to  en- 
force on  those  people  was  unjust,  because 
those  who  had  previously  settled  upon  the 
land  had  signed  an  agreement  to  become 
liable  providing  the  railway  were  constructed 
from  a  point  to  a  point ;  but,  instead  of  that, 
the  railway  had  only  been  constructed  a  por- 
tion of  the  way,  and  hence,  deriving  no  bene- 
fit from  it,  they  did  not  feel  that  they  could 
justly  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  rates.  But, 
Sir,  the  Bill  was  forced  through  the  House  in 
spite  of  all  opposition;  and  the  late  member 
for  Ashburton  (Mr.  Ivcss)  and  myself  were  the 
only  two  who  strongly  opposed  the  measure, 
because  we  asked  for  time  to  enable  those 
people  who  were  affected  by  the  Bill  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  it;  but  all  our  endeavours 
were  in  vain,  and  the  honourable  member  and 
his  Government  forced  tlie  measure  through 
the  House.  In  1888  the  honourable  member 
for  Geraldine  introduced  a  measure  —  the 
Land   Bill — and  I  give  him  great  credit  for 


the  energy  he  displayed  in  bringing  the  si^ 
sure  forward  for  the  settlement  of  people  on  iJi 
land ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  as  miuj 
as  intimated  that,  if  the  Council  rejected  t^ 
Bill,  he  would  resign.  Did  the  honojiu«ti 
gentleman  resign,  when  the  Bill  was  rejeb^A 
No ;  he  swallowed  the  pill.  He  took  his  dd^ 
and  did  not  resign  his  seat.  I  believe  Qffi.00  vq 
of  some  consequence  to  him,  and  he  thoa|^ 
he  would  do  better  by  remaining  in  than  onj 
But,  still,  when  the  honourable  gentleioai 
brought  forward  a  measure  which  he  said  wool 
tend  to  benefit  the  community  as  a  whole,  sa 
when  he  was  defeated  on  that  Bill,  he  oug^t  I 
have  resigned  himself,  or  his  Goverjunent  ondi 
to  have  resigned.  I  have  been  opposed  to  n 
District  Bauways  Bill  since  it  was  first  intv 
duced  up  to  the  present  time.  At  the  same  Um 
I  rise  in  my  place  now  merely  for  the  puipoi 
of  asking  that  fair-play  should  be  given ;  Sipj 
when  this  Ministry  taike  certain  steps  whicj 
they  consider  they  are  justified  in  taking,  it  2 
becomes  the  honourable  member  for  Gemldiii 
to  speak  as  he  has  done  with  regard  to  ilk 
action  of  the  Government.  I  do  not  say  thfl 
it  is  my  intention  to  support  the  Bill.  I  bai 
not  done  so  hitherto ;  but  I  believe  in  fair-plai 
and  I  rose  simply  to  answer  the  honouraU 
gentleman  in  regard  to  his  own  action. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  regret  that  this  discussio! 
has  taken  place  at  this  stage,  as  it  seems  to  b 
quite  out  of  place.  I  am  not  at  all  surprise) 
at  the  action  taken  by  the  honourable  mem 
bcr  for  Auckland  East,  as  he  has  consistent!; 
opposed  the  measure  throughout.  He  oppoao 
it  in  1879,  and  he  now  opposes  it  again.  I  aa 
surprised  that  honourable  gentlemen  on  tki 
side  of  the  House  should  oppose  this  measure 
considering  that  they  tried  to  smuggle  the  men 
sure  through  the  House  in  1879.  They  aska 
for  £400.000  to  be  spent  on  those  railways 
and  when  they  failed  in  that — failed  in  gel 
ting  the  Bill  passed  through  the  House — ther 
passed  a  measure  guaranteeing  75  per  cent 
and  without  many  members  knowing  anythifli 
about  it.  Among  the  members  who  voted  h 
the  majority  for  that  Bill  I  find  the  names  0 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  now  so  mud 
opposed  to  the  Government  measure.  I  fin 
Mr.  Bryce,  Mr.  BoUeston,  and  my  friend  Mi 
Wakefield  voting  for  that  measure.  Thij 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  talking  as  they  did  thi 
afternoon.  I  ti-ust  the  discussion  will  come  ti 
an  end,  so  that  we  may  get  on  with  the  busi 
ness  before  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— I  do  not  wish  topio 
long  the  discussion,  although  there  are  a  fei 
points  that  have  not  been  referred  to ;  but,  Ir 
way  of  a  finale  to  this  discussion,  I  will  tell  1 
story.  An  old  lady  was  presented  with  a  cov 
of  the  well-known  book  '*  Pilgrim's  ProgreiS. 
The  book  had  large  explanatory  notes.  Thi 
gentleman  who  presented  her  with  the  bool 
called  a  few  days  afterwards,  and  asked  he 
how  she  liked  it.  *'  Oh,"  she  said,  "  I  like  th< 
book  very  much.  I  can  understand  *  The  Pil 
grim's  Progress '  very  well,  but  I  cannoi 
understand  the  explanatory  notes."  I  thinl 
that  is  very  much  the  position  into  which  w< 
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Ivftve  drifted.  The  Pzemier  read  a  statement  on 
Toiakj  night.  Like  "  The  Pilgrim's  Progress," 
itisa  little  obscure ;  but  its  obscurity  has  been 
very  much  intensified  this  afternoon  by  the  ex- 
fj^jiAtions  given  by  the  Premier  and  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer »  and  which  have  led  in  a  great 
measure  to  this  debate  —  explanations  which 
appear  to  me  to  be  altogether  outside,  at  least 
ma  great  measure  outside,  of  the  speech  which 
was  made  by  the  Premier  on  Friday  night  last. 
Sir  G.  GKEY. — I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
reply.  I  still  feel  very  great  regret  that  the 
Premier  made  the  statement  he  did,  as  I  think 
it  was  not  deserved  by  this  House.  We  took 
a  very  fair  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Government,  and  we  had  a  perfect 
light  to  oppose  them  if  we  differed  from  the 
Government.  They  were,  nevertheless,  carried 
by  an  overwhelming  majority  in  almost  every 
iostance.  The  Government  had  everything 
their  own  way ;  and  why  such  a  course  as  the 
Premier  adopted  should  have  been  taken  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand.  In  aU  my  experienco 
I  have  never  known  anything  of  the  kind  to  be 
done  before.  I  cannot  find  that  any  similar 
thing  has  ever  occurred  in  other  Parliaments, 
including  the  Imperial  Parliament.  Certainly, 
where  differences  have  taken  place  between  the 
two  Houses  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  the 
representatives  of  the  people  have  freely  com- 
.  mented  upon  the  action  of  the  House  of  Lords. 
But  the  remarks  made  by  the  Premier  were  a 
threat  to  this  House  as  well  as  to  the  other 
blanch  of  the  Legislature,  and  they  had  a 
tendency  to  put  an  end  altogether  to  freedom 
of  debate.  The  other  questions  that  have  been 
brought  forward  I  shall  not  go  into  at  any 
leng^;  but  I  cannot  help  making  remarks 
upon  one  or  two  points.  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer was  pleased  to  say  that  in  opposing  these 
Bailway  BUls  a  startling  element  of  selfishness 
was  to  be  found.  I  say  that  element  of  selfish- 
ness was  on  the  part  of  those  who  brought  the 
Bills  forward,  because  I  understand,  and  it  ha.s 
been  admitted,  that  both  the  Premier  and  the 
Treasurer,  as  being  interested  parties,  were 
uiable  to  vote  upon  their  first  Bill.  I  say  that 
the  attempt  on  the  part  of  interested  parties 
to  saddle  the  colony  with  a  debt  of  from  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds  to  a  million  pounds 
was  an  act  of  selfishness,  and  in  one  respect  it 
is  an  imparalleled  act.  Let  them  turn  now  to 
the  United  St-ates  and  see  what  is  going  on 
there  at  the  present  moment.  In  that  country 
a  measure  was  passed,  which  was  attempted 
in  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
railways  by  giving  lai*ge  tracts  of  land  to  com- 
panies to  help  in  the  construction  of  the  rail- 
ways— alternate  blocks  of  land — and  the  result 
has  been  disastrous  to  the  United  States,  quite 
as  disastrous  as  it  has  been  in  this  country. 
I  beUeve  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  tlie 
United  States  feel  that  something  must  be 
done  in  order  that  the  Government  may  get 
|ossession  of  the  railways.  They  have  laid  down 
{his  great  rule  :  that  no  step  should  be  taken  in 
this  matter  without  the  whole  people  being 
consulted,  and  having  sufficient  time  given  to 
them  to  return  members  specially  to  decide 


upon  that  question,  whether  such  a  great  step 
should  be  taken.  Now,  here  the  people  of  this 
colony  are  to  have  a  new  debt  of  very  great 
magnitude,  in  proportion  to  the  population, 
imposed  upon  them  to  relieve  a  number  of 
gentlemen  who  are  bringing  the  measure  for- 
ward, and  the  people  have  had  no  opportunity 
in  their  constituencies  or  at  the  polling-places 
of  showing  whether  they  are  in  favour  of  such 
a  measure  or  not.  I  have  gone  into  the  re- 
turns, and  I  believe  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
the  sufierers  are  the  Waimea  Plains  Railway 
Company — that  the  sufferers  are  the  New  Zea- 
land Agricultural  Company  —  that  they  are 
paying  the  rates  at  the  present  moment,  or 
the  greater  part  of  them.  I  have  looked  over 
the  returns,  and  I  see  that,  whereas  £4,400 
was  the  amount  of  rate  to  be  paid,  the  New 
Zealand  Agricultural  Company  were  liable  for 
£3,000  of  that  rate.  As  far  as  I  can  un- 
derstand, that  is  what  the  return  shows.  I 
say  it  is  wrong  that  a  measure  of  this  kind, 
imposing  a  great  debt  upon  the  colony,  and 
corresponding  taxation  on  the  people,  should 
be  brought  forward  in  this  kind  of  way.  Let 
us  follow  the  American  practice.  Let  full  in- 
formation be  given  to  the  whole  country  that 
a  measure  of  this  kind  is  to  be  brought  for- 
ward; let  members  be  returned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  imposing  these  burdens  upon  the  people, 
if  they  desire  to  bear  them.  Why  should  in- 
terested people  bring  a  measure  of  this  kind 
forward  and  force  it  through  the  House  without 
our  having  sufficient  information  concerning 
it  ?  Honourable  members  asked  for  full  infor- 
mation before  the  measure  was  forced  on ;  but 
it  was  carried  through  the  House,  without  the 
people  and  a  certain  number  of  members  know- 
ing what  its  real  results  would  be,  without 
their  having  sufficient  information  to  enablo 
them  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  In 
this  state  it  was  sent  on  to  the  other  House, 
and  it  was  there  reiected.  And  I  confess  I 
was  glad  the  Bill  was  rejected.  If  the  state- 
ments made  to  this  House  were  true,  the 
delay  in  passing  the  measure  cannot  injure  the 
shareholders.  We  were  assured  that  we  were 
going  to  take  something  from  them  that  was 
very  valuable — that  we  were  to  gain  a^  great 
advantage.  If  that  statement  was  correct, 
the  delay  that  takes  place  in  carrying  the  mea- 
sure can  do  no  evil.  Why  such  a  statement 
should  have  been  made  by  the  Premier  I  can- 
not understand.  I  deny  that  that  is  the  proper 
principle  that  should  guide  us.  I  felt  that  the 
House  should  have  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing what  is  being  done— that  the  Government 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  making  an  ex- 
planation. I  think  their  explanation  was  un- 
,  satisfactory,  not  only' to  this  House,  but  to  the 
other  House.  The  Premier  said  there  was  no 
intention  to  threaten  this  House  —  that  the 
threat  was  to  the  other  House.  According  to 
the  plain  language  of  the  statement  the  threat 
was  addressed  to  this  House,  and  it  was  an  in- 
terference with  its  liberties.  It  is  the  dut^  of 
Parliament  to  resist  interference  of  that  kmd. 
When  the  motion  comes  on  notice  is  not  given, 
and  we  do  not  know  what  it  is  that  is  coming  on. 
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First  of  all,  when  notice  of  motion  was  given, 
the  Government  evidently  found  that  they  had 
made  a  mistake,  and,  filled  with  fear  and  appre- 
hension, they  asked  to  be  allowed  to  alter  their 
notice  of  motion,  and  they  were  allowed  to  do 
80.  Now,  to-day,  we  were  told  that  the  motion 
was  not  to  be  ma.de,  but  that  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  it  would  be  given  to  us. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member 
will  not  be  in  order,  when  debating  a  motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  to  discuss  a 
notice  of  motion  which  is  on  the  Paper  for  to- 
morrow. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  shall  refer  to  one  which  is 
past,  and  which  is  not  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  honourable  gentle- 
man refers  to  the  purport  of  the  motion  as  it 
is  on  the  Paper  for  to-morrow,  I  shall  have  to 
rule  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  out  of 
order. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  shall  refer  to  the  motion 
the  Government  proposed  to  move,  which  is  not 
on  the  Paper.  They  brought  forward  a  notice 
of  motion,  and  then  they  withdrew  it  from 
the  Order  Paper,  and  substituted  something  to 
which  I  will  not  further  allude,  and  which  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  said  was  not  to  come  on 
to-day.  I  wish  simply  to  maintain  this  :  that 
delay  ought  to  be  allowed  before  we  attempt 
.  to  entail  a  great  debt  on  the  country  in  addi- 
tion to  present  liabilities.  I  say  that  the  two 
leading  members  of  the  Government  are  to  be 
judged  by  what  they  are  doing,  and  I  say  they 
are  altogether  wrong  in  the  course  they  have 
taken  in  bringing  this  measure  forward.  It 
should  be  their  duty  to  wait  until' they  are  out 
of  office,  and  allow  some  other  persons  who  are 
not  personally  interested  to  do  it.  If  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, the  Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  were  to 
bring  forward  such  a  Bill  in  England  to  impose 
a  tax  upon  the  British  nation  such  as  this  is 
for  us,  just  conceive  how  many  millions  it  would 
be  for  Great  Britain.  Take  this  proposed  ad- 
ditional debt  and  multiply  it  by  sixty,  and  see 
what  it  would  be!  Would  they  dare  to  bring 
forward  a  measure  of  that  kind,  themselves  being 
interested  in  it  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.— Will  the  honourable  member 
say  how  I  am  interested  in  it  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — I  know  the  honourable 
gentleman  could  not  vote. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  declined  to  vote,  as  I  thought 
it  was  not  proper,  being  solicitor  for  one  of  the 
companies. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— That  I  hold  to  be  consider- 
able interest  indeed. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  withdraw  his  remarks  in  which  he 
accuses  me  of  being  personally  interested  in  the 
Bill. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  am  simply  saying  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  told  us.  It  was  a 
thing  impossible  for  me  to  know  otherwise,  as 
the  Government  refused  to  give  any  informa- 
tion, and 

^Ir.  STOUT.— The  Government  never  refused 
to  give  any  information. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  say  the  Government  de- 
clined to  allow  us  to  got  the  information  we 
8ir  O:  Grey 


wanted.  Every  honourable  gentleman  in  the 
House  knows  that,  when  we  got  up— when  lead* 
ing  member  after  leading  member  got  up — ^in 
this  House  and  asked  for  delay  until  informa- 
tion was  afforded  us,  delay  was  refused.  Did 
not  the  honourable  gentleman  walk  out  of  the 
House  and  refuse  to  vote  because  he  was  in- 
terested  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  should  like  to  know  on  what 
grounds  the  honourable  member  asserts  that  I 
declined  to  vote  because  I  was  interested.  I 
did  not  say  so. 

Sir  G.  GREY. —  The  question  was  raised,, 
I  understand,  that  those  who  were  interested 
should  not  vote.  The  honourable  gentleman 
left  the  House  and  did  not  vote,  and  I  under- 
stand him  now  to  say  that  he  was  interested  sa 
far  that  he  had  been  solicitor  to  this  unfor- 
tunate company  which  we  are  now  asked  to 
irelieve 

Mr.  STOUT.— What  company  ? 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  New  Zealand  Agrical. 
tural  Settlement  Company.  The  honourable 
gentleman  was  the  law  adviser  of  that  com- 
pany, which  has  sunk  into  these  difficalties 
which  it  seeks  to  be  relieved  from. 

Mr.  STOUT. — As  far  as  I  know,  the  company- 
has  not  sunk  into  any  difficulties,  and  it  haa 
never  approached  this  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — The  ratepayers  have  ap- 
proached this  House,  and  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  eloquent  in  the  extreme  as  to 
the  hardships  those  ratepayers  have  suffered. 

Mr.  STOUT.— So  they  have. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Well,  the  company  of  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  the  law  adviser 
was  the  greatest  ratepayer.  Will  the  honour- 
able gentleman  explain  how 

Mr.  STOUT.— If  the  House  will  repeal  the 
Act  allowing  rates  to  be  levied,  then  I  should 
not  have  a  w^ord  to  say  on  behalf  of  the  rate- 
payers. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Then,  we  are  asked  to  buy 
up  these  railways,  and  relieve  the  companies 
of  their  difficulties.  If  the  Government  will 
assume  the  responsibility  of  all  this,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  satisfied  ? 

Mr.  STOUT. — I  never  proposed  anything  of 
the  sort. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Surely  the  Bill  proposes  it. 
Why,  the  Government  are  to  purchase  theni» 
and  that  is  what  I  object  to.  And  I  say,  if  » 
certain  proposal  were  brought  forward  entail- 
ing as  many  millions  of  debt  on  England  as 
you  are  about  to  entail  on  this  colony,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  population — if  it  were  brought 
forward  in  this  way — it  would  be  most  strongly 
resisted.  No  Government  would  venture  to 
bring  such  a  measure  forward  in  the  sudden. 
manner  in  which  this  was  brought  forward. 
If  such  a  proposal  were  brought  forward,  it 
would  be  submitted  for  full  consideration  in 
one  session,  not  as  a  Bill,  but  as  a  statemout  of 
what  was  proposed  to  be  done,  and  some  power 
would  be  given  to  those  who  wore  to  !)e  called 
on  to  pay  so  large  a  sum  of  money  tu  (.letermine 
whether  the  purchase  should  bu  nui^lo  or  not. 
I  think  this  is  a  very  ill-ad visod  p  iroLase,  and 
the  countiy  should  surely  have  an  opportunity 
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of  making  its  voice  heard,  before  it  is  com- 
mitted to  a  measure  by  which  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  New  Zealand  will  be  taxed 
to  relieve  certain  gentlemen  of  their  obliga- 
tions, and  to  provide  a  large  sum  of  money 
which  those  gentlemen  are  to  put  in  their  own 
pockets.  The  Premier  knows  that  one  of  these 
lailways  was  made  principally  to  improve  the 
property  of  the  Now  Zealand  Agricultural  Com- 
pany. Should  we  pay  for  that?  I  say.  No. 
And  it  would  have  been  more  becoming  if 
any  other  person,  who  was  not  a  party — who 
was  not  the  law  adviser,  concurring  in  these 
things —  if  some  person,  not  personally  inter- 
ested in  any  company  had  brought  forward 
this  proposal.  I  say  that  is  the  rule  of  par- 
liamentary life,  and  it  should  be  the  rule  of 
parliamentary  life  in  New  Zealand.  And  those 
who  resisted  the  thing,  when  wo  spoke  against 
it,  were  overridden  by  the  Government.  We 
were  forbidden  to  speak  about  it.  We  were 
spoken  to  like  a  lot  of  schoolboys  and  told  that 
the  Government  were  determined  not  to  give 
way  to  our  request  for  delay.  I  say  nothing 
oould  be  more  unfair  than  the  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Moreover  it  was  calculated  to  create 
ill-feeling  between  the  two  Islands.  I  deny  that 
the  North  Island  has  any  desire  to  impoverish 
the  South  Island.  I  deny  that  any  money  to 
be  expended  in  the  North  Island  will  create  an 
Qndae  advantage  over  the  South.  On  the  con- 
trary, we  are  only  promised  that  justice  which 
has  been  promised  for  years.  I  am  fighting  this 
question  that  this  deb(  should  not  be  imposed 
on  the  North — that  the  people  there  should  not 
be  taxed  to  make  good  charges  from  which 
they  have  derived  no  benefit.  But  I  and  those 
who  think  with  me  have  been  contending  for 
the  population  of  the  South  Island  as  well  as 
for  that  of  the  North  Island.  And  we  contend 
that  tiie  Premier,  in  making  such  a  statement 
AS  he  has  made  to  this  House,  was  not  justified 
by  the  .roles  of  Parliament,  but  that  in  doing 
so  a  dangerous  attack  was  made  on  our  con- 
ftitationaJ  liberties  and  on  the  freedom  of  de- 
bate. It  was  necessary  that  some  one  should 
bring  forward  a  motion  on  that  jpoint,  and  it 
was  with  the  consent  of  a  number  of  mem- 
ben  of  this  House  that  I  brought  forward  this 
motion.  I  am  sure  that  the  course  I  have 
taken  will  be  commended  by  the  people  of  the 
whole  country,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  will  be 
agreed  from  end  to  end  of  New  Zealand  that 
the  members  of  the  Government,  in  allowing 
the  Premier  to  make  the  statement  he  has 
made,  were  all  equally  guilty  of  a  very  unwise 
and  a  very  improper  act. 
ilotion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

POLICE  OFFENCES  BILL. 

On  the  motion,  That  the  amendments  made 
in  this  Bill  in  Committee  be  agreed  to  by  the 
House, 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  recom- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  clause 
13.  The  clause  as  amended  would  be  a  gross 
leflection  on  the  intelligence  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  of  New  Zealand,  a«d,  if  sent 
in  that  condition  to  the  other  House,  would 


merely  be  courting  an  expression  of  opinion 
from  that  body  of  the  absolute  necessity  for 
their  services  in  rejecting  Bills  of  this  kind 
when  submitted  to  them.  Besides  the  mis- 
takes and  amendments  which  made  the  clause 
absurd,  there  was  a  very  grave  objection  to  it> 
inasmuch  as  it  was  not  required  at  the  present, 
time.  This  was  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  which  could  come  before  them,  as  it 
interfered  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and 
the  people  had  in  no  way  asked  the  Legislature 
to  legislate  upon  it.  It  simply  amounted  to 
this :  that  there  were  people  in  the  House  who 
held  extreme  views  on  certain  subjects,  and  un- 
fortunately they  had  the  power  placed  in  their 
hands  of  inserting  a  portion  of  a  clause  which, 
to  'his  mind,  was  vory  objectionable.  Why 
should  we,  at  this  time  of  day,  go  back  to  the 
days  of  Charles  II.?  Things  had  altogether 
altered,  and  yet  there  was  still  in  existence  in 
the  Provincial  District  of  Otago  an  ordinance 
far  more  drastic  than  the  Act  of  Charles  II.,- 
but  which  had  been  a  dead-letter  for  some  3'ears 
p€kst,  because  it  was  not  required,  and  because 
custom  and  the  good  sense  of  the  people  re- 
belled against  it.  And  yet  that  was  the  pro- 
vision which  it  was  now  sought  to  embody  in 
this  Bill.  It  was  proposed  to  enact  that  on 
Sunday  it*should  be  penal  to  perform  absolute 
necessities.  If  a  person  carried  on  his  trade 
or  calling  within  view  of  a  public  place  it  was 
penal ;  but  the  interpretation  of  "  public  place  '* 
was  very  wide.  And,  then,  the  clause  itself 
was  very  contradictory,  for  a  tradesman  could 
carry  on  any  other  trade  but  his  own  on  the 
Sunday  without  being  amenable  to  the  clause. 
For  example,  if  a  carpenter  worked  in  his 
garden  on  a  Sunday  the  law  would  not  touch 
him ;  ff  he  made  or  repaired  a  boiler  and  an- 
noyed the  whole  neighbourhood  by  his  ham- 
merings ho  was  not  liable  to  a  penalty ;  but  if, 
after  working  for  his  employer  all  the  week, 
he  chanced  to  nail  up  a  weatherboard  or  to 
touch  a  hammer  or  a  piece  of  wood  on  the  Sun- 
day, he  would  at  once  be  liable  to  a  penalty. 
The  same  arguments  applied,  vice  versa y  to  the 
gardener :  ho  might  do  all  the  things  that  the 
carpenter  could  not  do,  but  if  he  put  in  a  plant 
on  Sunday  he  would  be  amenable  to  the  law. 
How  would  it  apply  to  the  mining  districts? 
It  was  the  custom  in  the  outlying  districts, 
where  miners  resided  some  distance  from  the 
townships,  for  them  on  Sundays  to  go  to  church, 
or  to  the  post-office  for  their  letters,  and  on 
their  way  home  to  call  for  stores ;  but  under 
this  Bill  the  storekeeper  would  be  liable  to  a. 
penalty  of  £1  for  every  time  he  supplied  them 
with  stores  in  that  way.  That  would  be  a  very 
great  hardship  in  more  ways  than  one.  First. 
of  all,  the  miner  would  have  to  go  in  on  a. 
week-day,  and  perhaps  lose  half  a  day's  work,, 
to  get  his  stores ;  and,  again,  he  would  have  to. 
go  in  on  the  Sunday  to  get  his  letters,  or  to  go- 
to church.  There  was  a  generally-understood 
observance  of  the  Sundtiy  throughout  the  whole 
of  New  Zealand,  and,  in  fact,  in  all  English- 
speaking  counti^ies,  which  had  been  maintained 
in  the  past  with  no  such  law  as  this  to  enforce- 
it;  and  the  only  part  of  this  country  where 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


114 


Police 


[HOUSE.] 


Offences  Bill. 


[Oct.  27 


there  had  been  any  cause  for  reflecting  on  the 
non-observance  of  the  Sabbath  Day  was  that 
very  part  of  the  country  where  there  was  a  law 
in  existence  strictly  prohibiting  the  breaking  of 
the  Sabbath.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  ordi- 
nance which  was  in  existence  in  Auckland,  but 
had  very  great  objection  to  the  clause  as  it 
was  now  an^ended  m  this  Bill,  which  was  even 
stricter  and  more  drastic  than  the  ordinance 
in  force  in  Otago.  There  was  a  still  further 
reason  why  they  should  not  pass  the  Bill  at 
the  present  time.  A  Commission  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the  statutes,  and  he  considered 
that  that  Commission  had  no  right  to  include 
in  its  duties  the  revision  of  the  ordinances  of 
any  one  or  two  of  the  provincial  districts.  The 
power  which  was  delegated  to  them  was  to 
revise  the  general  statutes  of  New  Zealand, 
and  not  the  ordinances  of  particular  districts. 
Sfcill,  the  Commission  had  gone  as  far  as  it 
thought  wise  in  including  the  provisions  of  the 
provincial  ordinances,  and  yet  when  the  Bill 
cajne  to  the  House  a  Select  Committee  went 
even  still  further.  This  was  therefore  not, 
strictly  speaking,  a  revision  of  statutes,  but 
adding  to  our  statutes  an  obsolete  provision, 
and  bringing  in  a  principle  in  the  nineteenth 
century  which  he,  as  a  free  man,  had  every 
right  to  object  to.  The  principle  contained  in 
this  clause  had  never  been  fairly  debated.  On 
the  first  occasion  upon  which  the  first  part  of 
the  clause  was  carried  there  were  only  about 
thirty -six  or  thirty -seven  members  in  the 
Chamber ;  and  then,  when  the  remaining  part  of 
the  clause  was  under  consideration,  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  proceedings  it  was  de- 
termined—  by  an  absolute  majority  of  10  or 
Id — that  the  clause  should  be  rejected;  but, 
then,  those  who  supported  the  principle  of 
manufacturing  ofiences  and  of  making  people 
good  by  Act  of  Parliament  used  a  great  deal 
of  diplomGbcy  and  said,  **  Oh,  amend  the  clause, 
and  ultimately  we  will  reject  it."  It  waa 
amended  to  the  extent  of  not  making  it  so 
drastic  as  it  was  at  first,  because  the  penalty 
was  reduced  from  £10  to  £1 ;  but,  by  a  little 
by-play,  a  majority  was  secured,  and  the  clause 
was  carried.  Perhaps  the  temper  of  honour- 
able members  was  not  as  pleasant  on  that 
occasion  as  it  was  now;  and  all  he  wanted 
was  to  have  a  fair  expression  of  the  opinion 
of  the  whole  House.  A  number  of  honourable 
gentlemen  had  gone  away  not  knowing  that 
this  Bill  would  come  on,  as  there  were  resolu- 
tions on  the  Order  Paper  which  it  was  thought 
would  occupy  a  considerable  time.  Therefore 
he  hoped  the  House  would  not  come  to  a  de- 
cision until  there  were  more  members  present 
to  say  whether  or  not  the  liberties  of  the  sub- 
ject were  to  be  interfered  with  in  the  way  pro- 
posed. If  a  majority  of  the  House  were  in 
favour  of  it,  then,  although  he  should  regret 
that  their  intelligence  should  arrive  at  such  a 
conclusion,  he  would  feel  bound  to  submit  to 
it;  but  be  hoped  that  —  with  the  means  of 
education  in  our  midst,  and  with  the  intelli- 
gence that  existed  among  the  community — 
they  would  not  take  away  a  man's  freedom  on 
the  only  day  of  rest :  if  they  so  decreed,  it  was 
Mr,  Seddon 


an  instance  of  fanaticism  and  bigotry.  Then, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  we  had  amongst 
us  a  race  who  were  respected  for  their  histori- 
cal record,  but  who  did  not  agree  with  us  as 
to  which  should  be  the  Sabbath  Day ;  and  yet 
we  were  going  to  say  to  them  that  they  must, 
as  we  thought  fit,  observe  our  Sabbath  Day,  and 
we  should  thereby  be  putting  them  at  a  great 
disadvantage,  though  they  never  tried  to  force 
their  convictions  upon  us.  What  had  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  Judicial  Bench  of  Great  Britain 
decided?  There,  the  Act  of  Charles  II.,  which 
was  by  no  means  so  drastic  as  this,  was  ab- 
solutely obsolete,  and  on  every  occasion  an. 
which  a  case  came  up  the  Magistrates  had 
decided  against  committals  under  it.  Custom 
had  altogether  abrogated  that  class  of  legisla- 
tion; and,  if  we,  the  superior  Parliament  of 
New  Zealand,  were  to  go  back  for  our  legis- 
lation to  the  dark  ages  of  the  stake  and  the 
faggot,  he  did  not  know  what  would  come  next. 
He  had  hoped,  however,  that  the  increase  of 
education,  &.  more  enlightened  public  opinion, 
the  spread  of  liberalism,  and  the  inculcation  of 
a  broader  spirit  of  charity  had  brought  aboat  a 
better  state  of  affairs.  But  what  was  the  re- 
ward to  the  great  public  educator,  the  Press? 
The  very  first  opportunity  the  Legislature  got, 
it  passed  a  law  to  provide  that  any  person  { 
taking  part  in  the  production  of  a  Monday 
morning  newspaper  should  be  guilty  of  an  i 
ofienoe,  and  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted  by  any 
person  holding  the  narrow  views  that  were  held 
by  some  members  of  the  House.  He  noticed^ 
too,  that  persons  who  were  connected  with  news- 
papers printed  in  the  afternoon  voted  against 
exempting  morning  newspapers  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Act.  Did  not  that  show  narrow- 
mindedness  ?  It  showed  a  spirit  of  intolerance 
which  he  hoped  members  of  the  House  would 
not  stand.  That  circumstance  alone  should 
induce  honourable  members  to  agree  with  him 
and  vote  against  the  Bill.  The  clause,  however, 
went  further  than  that.  Under  it  a  barber  might 
shave  up  to  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  on 
Sunday ;  but  that  which  was  a  good  Christian 
act  up  to  nine  o'clock,  after  that  hour  became 
an  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  countiT. 
What  right  had  the  House  to  go  against  Holy 
Writ,  and  say  Sunday  in  this  case  commenced 
at  a  certain  hour  ?  To  look  at  the  matter  in  its 
ridiculous  aspect,  he  would  point  out  that,  if 
a  barber  by  nine  o'clock  had  shaved  only  one 
side  of  a  customer's  face,  he  must  then  stop, 
for  fear  of  the  consequences  of  going  further; 
and  the  customer  must  go  his  way  with  one 
side  shaved  and  the  other  with  hairs  standing 
out  like  quills  upon  a  porcupine.  Therefore  there 
would  be  seen  two  sides  to  the  question.  Under 
the  Bill  the  milkman  was  exempt.  He  conld 
serve  his  customers  at  any  hour,  not  merely 
to  nine  o'clock,  but  up  to  twelve  o'clock,  if  he 
liked,  without  committing  any  offence.  Then, 
there  was  the  case  of  the  drover — he  also 
was  exempt.  And  he  (Mr.  Seddon)  was  very 
much  amused  •  at  what  took  place  when  the 
drover's  name  was  mentioned.  The  moment  it 
was  proposed  to  exempt  drovers  there  was  a 
general  consensus  of  opinion  in  favour  of  it. 
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The  bare  mention  of  sheep  or  cattle  in  that 
Chamber  seemed  to  have  a  great  charm  for 
a  number  of  honourable  members,  and  as  soon 
as  the  exemption  was  proposed  it  was  agreed 
to.  Some  who  had  taken  no  interest  in  the 
Bill  at  once  did  so,  and  others  who  had  sup- 
ported it  would  support  it  no  longer  unless 
the  exemption  were  made.  But  when,  a  few 
minutes  after,  a  motion  was  made  to  exempt 
mining  operations  in  extreme  cases  on  the  Sab- 
bath Day,  the  gentlemen  who  had  voted  to  ex- 
empt the  travelling  of  stock  on  Sunday  voted 
against  the  motion,  which  was  accordingly  lost 
by  a  large  majority.  He  would  point  out  to 
the  House  how  unjust  this  was.  The  barber 
and  the  milkman  made  their  profit  all  the 
week,  and  yet  were  allowed  to  make  profit  on 
Sundieiy :  but  the  miners  wore  treated  differ- 
ently. Although  they  might  have  been  waiting 
for  weeks  for  water,  if  it  rained  on  Saturday 
night  they  would  have  to  walk  about  with  their 
hands  in  their  pockets  until  Monday  morning. 
He  knew  cases  in  which  miners  had  actually 
gone  two  or  three  months  without  working,  be- 
cause no  rain  had  fallen  ;  and  without  rain,  or 
water,  mining  operations  could  not  be  carried 
on.  But,  if  rain  come  on  a  Saturday  or  a  Sun- 
day, the  miner  who  had  been  waiting  for  two 
or  three  months  for  rain  must  walk  about  with 
his  hands  in  his  pockets,  unable  to  use  the 
water,  or  to  store  it  for  future  use.  He  was 
sure  ihat,  if  miners  were  compelled  to  do  that, 
they  would  not  thank  the  Legislature  of  New 
Zealand  for  passing  such  a  law.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  they  were  creating  offences  merely  for 
the  sake  of  punishing  those  offences.  He  felt 
satisfied  that,  if  this  Bill  had  been  suggested  at 
the  last  general  election,  gentlemen  who  were 
standing  as  candidates  would  not  have  dared 
to  support  it. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— One  would. 
Mr.  SEDJDON  supposed  the  honourable 
gentleman  was  referring  to  himself;  but  he 
very  much  doubted  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  have  had  the  courage  to  tell 
his  constituents  that  he  was  desirous  of  going 
the  length  that  this  Bill  went.  Would  the 
honourable  gentleman  have  dared  to  tell  his 
constituents  that  he  would  support  a  measure 
which  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing  boys 
having  a  game  of  cricket  on  Sunday?  Or 
take  the  case  of  two  or  three  boys  who  hap- 
pened to  meet  in  tho  street,  each  having  a  few 
marbles  in  his  pocket.  One  would  put  a  marble 
down,  and  another  would  put  a  marble  down 
to  have  a  shot.  A  policeman  came  up  behind, 
took  one  boy  by  the  collar,  and  walked  him 
off  to  the  station,  or  took  his  name,  and  next 
morning  the  boy  was  fined.  It  might  be  a 
nominal  fine,  but,  nevertheless,  there  it  stood 
against  the  boy's  character  for  life.  There 
was  a  criminal  record  against  him.  Would 
the  honourable  gentleman  be  in  the  House 
that  night  if  he  had  stated  he  would  support 
saeh  a  Bill?  He  (Mr.  Seddon)  believed  he 
would  not.  Although  the  Bay  of  Islands  folks 
were  a  long-suffering  people,  they  would  not 
have  stood  that.  Then,  there  was  another 
phase  of  the  question,  and  that  was  this :  Did 


honourable  members  who  were  most  anxious 
for  this  clause  conform  to  it  themselves  ?   Waa 
it  complied  with  even  within  the  precincts 
of  the  Parliament  Buildings  ?    They  would  in- 
sist on  having  their  comforts  on  the  Sabbath 
as  well  as  on  other  days.    Were  not  the  mes- 
sengers, the  Librarian,  the  clerks  all  kept  at 
work  on  the  Sabbath  ?    Could  not  and  did  not 
honourable  members  get  their  creature  com- 
forts or  whatever  they  might  want  on  the  Lord's 
Day?     Did  they  not  keep  persons  there  to 
supply  those  wants?    Most  decidedly  they  did ; 
and  they  were  actually  one  evening  insisting 
on  this  clause  being  included,  and  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  those  members  were  pcurties  to  its 
violation.     Honourable  members  of  the  legal 
profession  who  were    taking  an   active    part 
in  the  introduction  of  this  clause,  when  they 
wanted  Ma^'s  Constitutional  Practice,  did  not 
think  anything  whatever  of  keeping  the  Libra- 
rian for  a  couple  of  hours  searching  for  it  on 
the  Sabbath  Day ;  they  did  not  think  it  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law  to  go  and  peruse  that  book, 
for  use  on  the  first  occasion:  but  honourable 
members  like  himself,  holding  strong  views  on 
this  matter — believing  it  was  against  the  true 
principles  of  liberalism,  and  an  interference 
with  the  rights  of  the  people — were  put  down    . 
as  something  very  bad.    He  would  never  forget 
as  long  as  he  lived  the  excessive  temper  shown 
by  honourable  members  simply  because,  on  a 
recent  occasion,  he   differed  from  them.     It 
showed  him  plainly  enough  that  the  intoler- 
ance of  the  past  was  not  exactly  buried,  and 
that  it  existed  strongly  in  New  Zealand,  and 
made  him  feel  all  the  more  strongly  that  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  should  not  be  given  effect  to. 
Then,  they  were  told  by  some  honourable  mem- 
bers that  the  police  and  the  Magistrates  would 
never  enforce  it.     Then,  why  pass  it  ?     Why 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  some  bigoted  police 
officer,  or  bigoted  Magistrate  or  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  to  enforce  such  a  law,  when  it  was  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  not  necessary  ?    To  mem- 
bers who  used  that  argument  he  would  read  a 
paragraph  from  a  newspaper  published,  not  in 
the  seventeenth  century,  but  in  Wellington,  on 
Saturday,  the  25th  October,  1884.    It  was  as 
follows : — 

"  The  police  have  acted  in  a  most  extraordi- 
nary, illegal,  and  tyrannical  manner  towards  Mr. 
Foster,  who  proposed  to  give  a  sacred  concert 
to-morrow  evening  in  the  Theatre  Royal.  Be- 
ing informed,  after  the  arrangements  had  been 
made,  that  the  police  would  object,  Mr.  Foster 
on  Thursday  wrote  to  Inspector  Shearman  ask- 
ing if  he  would  be  interfered  with.  Mr.  Shear- 
man replied  next  day  that  tho  question  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Crown  Law  Officers,  but 
that  their  reply  could  not  be  obtained  in  time, 
and  that,  should  the  concert  be  held,  the  police 
would  take  proceedings  in  ordinary  course.  On 
receipt  of  this  intimation,  Mr.  Foster,  although 
he  had  gone  to  considerable  expense,  abandoned 
his  arrangements.  This  morning,  however,  he 
received  another  letter  from  Inspector  Shear- 
man, stating  *  that,  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions received  from  the  Government,  the 
police  would  not  take  any  steps  to  interfeiQ. 
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with  the  proposed  concert.'  This  was,  of 
ooTtfse,  too  late  to  enable  Mr.  Foster  to  go  on 
■with  the  concert.  We  should  much  like  to 
Imow  by  what  authority  Inspector  Shearman 
threatened  to  prosecute  Mr.  Foster  if  he  gave 
the  concert,  or  under  what  law  he  could  pos- 
sibly do  so.  Entertainments  of  the  same  kind 
have  frequently  been  given  here,  and  never 
interfered  with;  and  in  using  the  threat  he 
did  Inspector  Shearman  greatly  exceeded  his 
duty.  Unless  convinced  that  a  Sunday  con- 
cert was  illegal  he  had  no  right  to  tlureaten 
a  prosecution,  and  before  doing  so  he  should 
have  obtained  the  advice  of  the  Grown  Law 
i^cers,  if  he  was  in  doubts  His  most  improper 
action  has  caused  Mr.  Foster  much  loss  and 
wmoyance." 

That  was  a  complete  answer  to  the  argu- 
ment that  the  police,  Magistrates,  or  Justices 
of  the  Peace  would  not  enforce  this  clause. 
Here  they  found  the  police  not  enforcing  the 
law,  but,  believing  it  was  in  their  power,  they 
actually  prevented  a  free  and  enlightened  citi- 
zen from  giving  a  sacred  concert.  Sacred  music 
exalted  the  mind,  and  was  introduced  to  assist 
xeligious  services.  Well,  here  was  a  sacred 
concert  proposed  to  be  held  in  the  Empire 
Oity,  while  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature 
were  sitting,  and  they  found  the  police  inter- 
fering, and  so  it  was  prevented.  Free-thought 
lectures  and  open  blasphemy  were  permitted  and 
countenanced,  yet  a  sacred  concert  was  stopped. 
If  this  law  had  been  passed  the  concert  would 
certainly  have  been  prohibited.  Every  time  the 
professional  orgsknist  plays  at  church  on  Sunday 
he  would  commit  an  offence.  Such  an  interfer- 
en.6e  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject  strengthened 
the  position  he  took  up.  He  felt,  in  fighting 
this  battle,  that  he  was  fighting  against  a 
majority;  but  he  protested  against  the  action 
of  that  majority.  He  had  been  brought  up  a 
Protestant;  he  was  a  good  Protestant;  and 
he  was  simply  upholding  that  which  others  be- 
longing to  his  faith  were  punished  years  ago 
for  upholding.  It  was  only  by  this  that  things 
were  brought  to  a  proper  level,  and  that  right 
and  justice  triumphed  over  might,  intolerance, 
and  bigotiy.  He  knew  that  at  this  period  of 
the  session  consideration  was  due  to  honourable 
members ;  but  it  was  not  the  cattle  show  or  the 
races  in  Cliristchurch — it  was  not  that  honour- 
able members'  business  was  neglected — that 
would  cause  him  to  forget  the  dut}-  he  owed  to 
his  constituents.  When  he  put  himself  before 
the  electors  of  Kumara  he  imdertook  to  do 
his  duty  to  them  fearlessly  and  without  favour, 
and  he  had  done  so.  When  this  measure  was 
brought  forward  the  Premier  told  them  that, 
taking  it  as  a  whole,  there  were  some  altera- 
tions in  the  law  necessary ;  there  was  no  de- 
bate on  the  Bill,  and  it  was  supposed  that 
the  Bill  was  simply  a  consolidation  of  statutes 
already  in  existence.  Before  they  proceeded 
very  far,  however,  they  found  that  there  was 
a  departure  from  the  law  as  it  existed  at 
present.  They  found  that  members  holding 
▼ery  strong  opinions  introduced  alterations  in 
Committee  which  made  this  measure  far  more 
^U»8tic  than  the  Act  of  Charles  II.  ever  was. 
Mr.Seddan 


It  was  to  protest  against  that  he  had  occupied 
the  time  of  the  House.  The  Premier  said  that 
he  agreed  with  the  clause  on  the  same  principle 
as  he  agreed  with  the  eight-hour  system — that 
they  should  at  all  events  have  one  day  in  the 
we&  set  apart  for  rest.  He  agreed  with  that, 
and,  as  custom  had  establfshed  the  eight-hour 
system,  so  custom,  religion,  advancement,  in- 
telligence, and  education  had  said  that  there 
should  be  one  day's  rest,  and  that  it  should  be 
the  seventh  day.  He  would  ask  the  Premier  to 
take  this  view  of  the  question :  Was  he  not  a 
staunch  supporter  of  the  secular  system  of  edu- 
cation ?  Were  not  a  majority  of  the  House  also 
supporters  of  the  secular  system  ?  And  what 
was  the  strong  point  on  which  they  defended 
it  ?  Simply,  that  they  had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  consciences  of  others.  They  wished 
to  give  freedom — liberty — and  not  introduce 
theology  into  the  public  schools.  That  was 
the  basis  on  which  they  said  they  had  their 
great  and  glorious  system  of  public  education ; 
but,  in  the  next  breath,  the  same  honourable 
members,  on  account  of  their  theological  views, 
said  that  freedom  of  action  should  be  taken  from 
the  people  on  Sunday.  One  honourable  gentle- 
man the  other  day  said  that  no  one  could  take 
the  future  partner  of  his  joys  and  sorrows  for 
a  walk  in  a  public  park  on  Sunday — and  thac 
was  a  very  pleasant  occupation.  If,  when  he 
was  in  Melbourne  some  years  ago,  he  had  gone 
into  a  public  park  on  Sunday,  and  had  sat 
down  under  a  wattle-tree  alongside  a  stream 
with  his  future  partner,  and  if  it  was  said  that 
by  so  doing  he  was  committing  an  offence,  and 
he  was  brought  before  the  Magistrate's  Court 
on  the  Monday  morning,  any  man  of  common- 
sense  would  abhor  the  operation  of  such  a  law. 
Yet  this  Bill  when  introduced  went  to  Chat 
extent.  He  had  moved  that  the  Bill  be  recom- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  clause 
18.  All  he  wished  was  to  have  the  question 
decided  while  a  good  number  of  members  were 
present.  It  would  not  take  five  minutes  to 
expunge  that  clause,  or,  at  all  events,  to  take  a 
division  on  it.  If  a  majority  decided  not  to 
recommit  the  Bill,  then  that  majority  would  be 
parties  to  enacting  this  clause,  which,  to  his 
mind,  was  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  W,  D.  STEWART  said  a  good  deal  of 
zeal  had  been  displayed  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara  in  resisting  this  clause, 
and  no  doubt  he  showed  a  certain  amount  of 
ability  in  tr3ring  to  get  it  eliminated;  but,  if 
there  was  one  thing  more  than  another  which 
should  be  dear  to  che  working-men  as  their 
inheritance,  it  was  the  Sunday.  It  was  the 
day  above  all  others  that  the  working-men 
prized,  and  which  above  all  others  working-men 
should  be  protected  in  having.  The  moment 
they  obliterated  the  Sunday  they  abolished 
one  of  the  best  institutions  this  country  ever 
had,  or  could  have,  in  the  interest  of  the 
working-man.  He  wondered  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Kumara,  who  generally  took 
a  liberal  view  of  matters,  -should  have  shown 
such  extraordinary  zeal  in  endeavouring  to 
crush  anything  like  Sunday  observance.     No 
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one  would  object  to  the  honourable  member 
sittiiig  under  a  wattle-tree  or  any  other  tree 
with  any  one  he  liked  on  Sunday ;  but  what 
they  wished  to  carry  out  was  this :  that  the 
Sonday  should  be  observed  as  a  day  of  rest, 
and  that  those  who  wished  to  disturb  others 
ohonld  not  have  the  opportunity  of  doing  so. 
He  might  refer  to  Adam  Smith,  Lord  Mac- 
aulay,  Edmund  Burke,  Coleridge,  and  a  large 
nnmber  of  other  eminent  men,  all  of  whom 
were  of  opinion  that  the  Sunday  was  one  of 
the  best  boons  the  nation  had  ever  had.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  stcund  by  the  Bill, 
wnich  he  believed  would  be  veiy  moderate  in 
its  operation. 

Mr.  STOUT  hoped  the  House  would  not  re- 
commit the  Bill.  This  clause  took,  he  be- 
lieved, three  different  nights  so  that  it  might 
be  thoroughly  discussed.  He  thought  it  better 
that  the  Bill  should  remain  in  its  present  state. 
One  good  }X)int  in  the  Bill  was  that  no  bar 
was  to  be  opened  on  Sundays,  so  that  this 
would  get  rid  of  the  hon&-fide-\irQ,yeM&t  ques- 
tion being  raised  hereafter.  That,  he  thought, 
was  a  great  gain  in  this  Bill.  He  would  point 
out  also  that  this  Bill  only  affected  those  who 
worked  or  carried  on  business  within  view  of  the 
public.  It  was  not  a  Bill  to  promote  a  day  of 
rest;  it  was  simply  a  Bill  to  prevent  people 
being  shocked  on  Sundays  by  seeing  other 
people  at  work.  The  Bill  could  therefore  do 
no  narm,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  would  not  have  attempted 
to  make  a  remark  but  for  the  observations  of 
the  Premier,  who  said  there  would  be  no  honS.- 
/Sie-traveller  question  hereafter.  He  (Mr. 
Levestam)  had  asked  the  Premier  whether  the 
totalizator  could  be  used,  and  the  Premier 
replied  that  it  could  under  another  Act.  If 
another  Act  provided  that  a  bar  might  be 
opened  on  Sunday,  by  the  same  reasoning  this 
Bill  would  not  prevent  it. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  it  was  a  well-known  prin- 
ciple of  law  that  a  general  law  would  not  over- 
riae  a  special  enactment.  The  word  **  bar  " 
was  specially  mentioned  in  this  Bill. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  this  Bill  was  only  making  work  for  the 
lawyers,  and  therefore  he  could  quite  under- 
stand why  the  Premier  should  defend  it.  The 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  had  related 
an  occurrence  which  took  place  in  Wellington, 
and  where  the  police  interpreted  the  law  in  a 
wrong  way;<  and  he  (Mr.  Levestam)  did  not 
know  what  would  be  the  consequences  if  the 
party  had  sued  the  police  for  damage.  He  was 
simply  prevented,  through  the  action  of  the 
Police  Inspector,  from  doing  a  thing  which  by 
law  he  was  entitled  to  do;  and  similar  diffi- 
culties might  arise  under  this  measure.  He 
tmsted  the  House  would  recommit  the  Bill, 
because,  amongst  other  absurdities  which  the 
honourable  member  for  Kumara  had  drawn 
attention  to,  a  clergyman  would  not  be  per- 
mitted to  preach  in  a  public  street,  which  he 
did  not  think  he  should  be  debarred  from  doing. 
The  cathedral  bells  at   Christchuroh,  which 


were  kept  ringing  on  week-days,  would  have  to 
be  silent  on  Sundays. 
The  House  divided. 


AUwright 

Atkinson 

Ballance 

Barron 

Beetham 

B.-Bradshaw 

Bruce 

Bryoe 

Buckland,  J.  0. 

Buckland,W.F, 

Gadman 

Conolly 

Cowan 

Dargaville 

Dodson 

Duncan 

Eraser 

Pulton 

Gillies 

Grigg 

Brown 

Buchanan 

Fitzherbert 

Guinness 

Joyce 

Levestam 


Atb8,  59. 
Hakuene 
Hamlin 
Harper 
Hatch 
Hirst,  H. 
Lake 
Locke 
Macandrew 
McKenzie,  J. 
,  McMillan 
Mitchelson 
Moat 

Montgomery 
Moss 
Newman 
Peacock 
Pere 
Beese 

Bichardson,  E. 
Bichardson,  G. 

Noes,  16. 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Menteath 
0*Callaghan 
Ormond 
Pearson 
Samuel 


BoUeston 

Boss 

Bussell 

Shephard 

Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Stout 

Sutter 

Taiaroa 

TeAo 

Thompson,  T. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Tole 

Tumbull 

Walker 

White,  W. 

Whyte,  J.  B. 

Tellers. 
Hobbs 
Stewart,  W.  D. 

Shrimski 
Trimble. 

Tellers, 
Bevan 
Seddon. 


Majority  for,  43. 
Amendments  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

LAND  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4. — Bepeal  of  power  to  sell  pastoral 
lands  on  deferred  pavments. 

The  Conunittee    divided    on   the  question, 
**  That  tiie  clause  stand  partu)f  the  Bill." 
Ayes,  61. 


Atkinson 

Joyce 

BusseU 

Ballance 

Lake 

Samuel* 

Bevan 

Lance 

Seddon 

B.-Bradshaw 

Lamach 

Shephard 

Brown 

Locke 

Shnmski 

Conolly 

Mackensie,  M. 

Sutter 

Cowan 

Menteath 

Thompson,  T. 

Dargaville 

Moat 

Thomson,  J.  "V?. 

Dodson 

Moss 

Tole 

Eraser 

Newman 

Trimble 

Pulton 

O'Conor 

Wakefield 

Garrick 

Peacock 

Walker 

Gillies 

Pere 

Whyte,  J.  B. 

Grigg 

Bichardson,  £ 

.  Wilson. 

Harper 

Bichardson,  G 

Tellers. 

Hatch 

BoUeston 

Pearson 

Hirst,  H. 

Boss 

Pyke. 

Hobbs 

Nobs,  19. 

Barron 

Guinness 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Beetham 

Johnston 

Tumbull 

Bruce 

McMillan 

White,  W. 

Buchanui 

Montgomery 

Buckland,  J.  C 

}.  Ormond 

Tellers. 

Cadman 

Beese 

Duncan 

Fitzherbert 

Smith 

MoEenzie,  J. 

Majority  for,  82 
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Clause  retained. 

Clause  5. — Repeal  of  section  9  of  Act  of  1879, 
and  substitution  of  six  yeacs  as  period  of  resi- 
dence on  deferred-payment  section  for  three 
years. 

The  Committee    divided    on  the   question, 
**  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
Ayes,  81. 


Ballance 

Levestam 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

B.-Bradshaw 

McMillan 

Stout 

Brown 

.  Montgomery 

Thompson,  T. 

OonoUy 

Moss 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Cowan 

O'Callaghan 

Tole 

Dodson 

O'Conor 

Trimble 

Pitzherbert 

Peacock 

White,  W. 

Fulton 

Pearson 

Harper 

BoUeston 

Tellers, 

Hatch 

Seddon 

Barron 

Joyce 

Steward,  W. 
Noes,  21. 

J.  Pyke. 

Beetham 

Lake 

Ross 

Bruce 

Lance 

Samuel 

McKenzie,  J 

Walker 

Duncan 

Newman 

Wilson. 

Gillies 

Ormond 

Tellers. 

Grigg 

Beese 

Buckland,  J.  C. 

Guinness 

Bichardson, 

G.  Mackenzie,  M. 

Johnston 

Majority  for. 

10. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  8. — ^Deferred-payment  selector,  not- 
withstanding that,  under  "  The  Land  Act  1877 
Amendment  Act,  1882,*'  he  may  have  paid 
the  whole  of  capitalized  value  of  his  unpaid 
payments,  not  to  be  entitled  to  grant  until 
expiration  of  term  for  which  license  granted. 

Sir  G.  GREY  moved,  That  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  clause  be  postponed. 
'    The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  18. 

Beetham 

Lance 

Wilson. 

Buchanan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Buckland,  W.F.  Mitchelson 

TelUrs, 

Duncan 

Buckland,  J.  C. 

GiUies 

Reese 

Noes,  86. 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Ballance 

Joyce 

Seddon 

-Barron 

Lake 

Steward,  W.  J. 

B.-Bradshaw 

Levestam 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Brown 

McMillan 

Stout 

Bruce 

Moat 

Thompson,  T. 

Conolly 

Montgomery 
O'Callaghan 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Fergus 

Tole 

Fitzherbert 

O'Conor 

Trimble 

Fulton 

Peacock 

Walker. 

Grigg 

Richardson,  G 

Tellers, 

Guinness 

Rolleston 

Pearson 

Harper 

Rosa 

Pyke. 

Hatch 

Majority  against, 

23. 

Motion  lost. 

Clause  16. — Leases  of  runs  in  the  vicinity  of 
settled  districts. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  progress  be 
xeported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  17. 

Beetham  Hatch  •  Newman 

Bruce  Hursthouse  Reese 

Buckland,W.F.  Lake  Richardson,  G. 
Duncan             Levestam  TeUers. 

Gillies  Mackenzie,  M.  Buckland,  J.  C: 

Harper  Mitchelson  McKenzie,  J. 


Ballance 

Barron 

Brown 

Conolly 

Fergus 

Guinness 

Joyce 

McMillan 


Noes,  23. 
Moat 

O'Callaghan 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Rolleston 
Ross 
Stout 


Thomson,  J.  W, 
Tole 
Trimble 
Walker 
White,  W. 

TeUers, 
0*Conor 


Thompson,  T.    Steward, W.J. 


For, 
Grey 
Hirst,  H. 
Hobbs 
Taiaroa 
Wilson. 


Paibs. 


Against, 
Shrimski 
Shephard 
Richardson,  E. 
Locke 
Montgomery. 


Majority  against,  6. 
LIr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved,  That  progress  be 
reported. 
The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  11. 
Bruce  Hatch  Reese. 

Buchanan  Levestam  TeUers. 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Mackenzie,  M.  Hursthouse 
Gillies  Newman  McKenzie,  J. 


Ballance 

Beetham 

B.-Bradshaw 

Conolly 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Guinness 

Haix>er 

Joyce 


Noes,  25. 
McMillan 
Moat 

O'CaUaghan 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Rolleston 
Ross 


Thompson,  T. 
Thomson,  J. 
Tole 
Walker 
White,  W. 

Tellers. 


Steward,  W.  J.  Richardson,  G» 
Stout  Trimble. 

Paibs. 


For.  Against, 

Buckland,  W.  F.        O'Conor 
Grey  Shrimski 

Hirst,  H.  Shephard 

Hobbs  Richardson,  E. 

Lake  Barron 

Taiaroa  Locke 

Wilson.  Montgomery. 

Majority  against,  14. 

Progress  was  subsequently  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  three  o'clock  a.m» 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Tuesday,  28th  October,  1884. 


nret  Readinqs  —  Second  Reading  —  GoYomment 
Policy  SIe:isnres  —  Government  Inanr&nco  As- 
sociation Biil  —  East  and  West  Coast  (Middle 
I»lAnd)  and  Xolson  Railway  and  Railways  Con- 
Btmction  Rill— Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill 
— Westport  Uarbonr  Board  Bill. 

Tlio  Hon.  the  Sp£AKi::B  took  the  chair  at 
h&Lf-past  two  o*clock. 

Praters. 

FIRST  READINGS. 

Breach  of  Trusts  Bill,  Police  Offences  Bill, 
Bankruptcy  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Destitute  Persons  Bill. 

GOVERNMENT  POLICY  MEASURES. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Sir,  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  right  that  I  should  raise 
the  question  I  am  about  to  raise  sa  a  question 
of  privilege ;  but,  if  not,  then,  to  put  myself 
in  order,  I  shall  move  tho  adjournment  of  the 
Council.  Tho  Colonial  Secretary  was  asked 
yesterday  if  he  had  any  Ministerial  statement 
to  make,  as  a  Ministerial  statement  had  been 
made  in  another  branch  of  the  Legislature; 
and  the  honourable  gentlenum  said  he  knew 
nothing  about  it.. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The 
honourable  gentleman  will  pardon  mo  if  I 
state  that  I  did  not  say  that  I  knew  nothing 
about  it.  I  merely  asked  for  information  as  to 
what  statement  was  referred  to.  I  did  not  go 
beyond  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  do  not  wish  to 
misrepresent  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
am  quite  ready  to  take  his  statement.  Pro- 
bably the  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
speaking  seriou.sly,  as  what  he  said  he  said 
in  a  iaugliing  manner ;  and  I  .did  not  catch 
the  full  purport  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
words.  However,  when  a  Ministerial  state- 
ment is  made  in  another  place,  it  is  usual  to 
make  it  in  this  Council  also  ;  and,  seeing  that 
a  statement  was  not  made  in  this  Council,  it 
might  have  been  taken  for  granted,  as  it  was 
a  mysterious  statement  at  all  events,  that  it 
only  applied  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and  I  believe  that,  when  that  statement 
was  made,  it  was  intended  to  apply  to  only  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  but,  Ministers 
having  got  into  trouble  over  it,  tliis  Council 
has  been,  as  in  other  matters,  made  a  stalking- 
horse  in  regard  to  it,  and  now  it  is  said  that 
it  applies  to  the  Council  only. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  rise  to 
order.  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
oat  of  order  in  referring  to  anything  which  has 
taken  place  in  another  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. It  is  not  usual  to  echo  here  every  state- 
ment made  there,  unless  it  is  of  some  import- 
ance ;  but,  in  any  case,  the  Government  take 
the  responsibility  as  to  whether  it  is  made  or 
not  made  here.  I  merely  ask  your  ruling,  Sir, 
as  to  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  is  in 
order. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Before  you  rule, 
Sir,  I  wish  to  say  that  a  statement  affecting 
this  Council  was  made  by  two  Ministers  of  tho 
Crown,  and  I  hold  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances, I  have  a  perfect  right  to  refer  to  it. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.  — No  doubt  the 
general  rule  is  very  clear,  and  ought  to  bo  very 
carefully  observed,  that  in  either  branch  of  the 
Legislature  there  should  be  no  direct  reference 
to  the  other,  unless  when  a  message  or  some 
other  form  of  communication  has  taken  place. 
Otherwise  we  should  have  the  unseemly  spec- 
tacle of  one  House  talking  against  the  other 
House,  or  a  member  in  one  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature speaking  against  a  member  of  another 
branch  of  the  Legislature ;  and  nothing  but 
trouble  could  ensue  from  such  a  practice.  At 
the  same  time,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that» 
so  far  as  the  honourable  member  has  gone,  he 
has  put  himself  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  iMr.  McLEiVN.— I  am  glad  of  your 
ruling,  Sir,  because  it  would  be  impossible  for 
me  to  refer  to  matters  of  which  I  wish  to 
speak  unless  I  could  refer  in  some  way  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature ;  but  I  will  do 
so  OS  little  as  possible.  I  have  said  tho  state- 
ment I  mentioned  affected  the  Council,  be- 
cause the  Council  is  called  upon  to  take  a 
certain  amount  of  odium  upon  itself  in  stop- 
ping Bills  which,  naturally,  many  members  of 
the  other  House  would  vote  against  but  for 
party  reasons.  Now,  although  I  am  an  old 
party  man,  I  can  say  conscientiously  that  hero 
I  can  cast  aside  all  party  interests  and  look  at 
any  Bill  without  the  slightest  party  feeling.  It 
is  immaterial  to  me  to  whom  any  Bill  belongs : 
if  it  is  in  my  opinion  a  proper  Bill  I  vote  for 
it.  I  believe,  also,  that  that  feeling  influences 
every  other  honourable  membor.  As  far  as  I 
know,  I  could  not  pick  out  any  honourable 
member  who  is  not  influenced  by  the  same 
feeling.  Now,  to  come  to  that  part  of  the 
statement  made  elsewhere  which  refers  to  the 
preponderance  of  North  Island  members  in  this 
Council,  which  makes  it  difficult  for  South 
Island  interests  to  be  protected,  let  us  see  how 
the  matter  really  stands.  I  wish,  however,  to 
point  out  particularly  that  the  statement  when 
made  could  have  no  reference  to  this  Council, 
I  look  upon  it  as  meant  to  bring  their  party  in 
another  place  into  subjection.  But  let  Ua  sea 
how  the  thing  stands  as  to  the  members  from 
each  Island  in  this  Council.  Thore  are  now 
twenty-four  South  Island  members  in  this 
Council,  twenty-two  from  the  North  Island,  and 
two  Natives.  Then,  as  to  the  alleged  prepon- 
derating mtiuence  of  North  Island  members,  I 
find  that,  of  those  who  voted  for  tho  District 
Railways  Bill,  there  were  four  South  Island 
members  —  of  whom  I  was  one  —  and  four 
North  Island  members.  Against  the  Bill  there 
were  seven  South  Island  members,  twelve 
North  Island  members,  and  the  two  Natives. 
For  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway  Bill,  ten 
South  Island  members,  six  North  Island  mem- 
bers, and  two  ^laoris  voted ;  while  five  South 
and  eight  North  Island  members  voted  against 
it.  These  figures  therefore  show  that  the  state- 
ment could  have  no  reference  to  this  Council ; 
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and  I  think  the  cissertion  that  it  applied  only 
to  the  Council  was  a  quibble  to  get  out  of  a 
difficulty.  Now,  I  have  no  objection,  when 
people  ^nd  themselves  in  a  difficulty,  to  their 
getting  out  the  best  way  they  can  ;  but  I  object 
meet  strongly  to  this  Council  being  held  up  in 
the  way  it  has  been,  and  I  have  brought  this 
matter  forward  so  that  a  statement  should  not 
go  forth  to  the  country  unchallenged  that  this 
Council  has  any  other  object  whatever  in  dcal- 
hig  with  Bills  than  that  of  reviewing  them 
on  their  merits,  and  rejecting  those  they  dis- 
approve and  accepting  those  they  approve. 
Aiid  I  hope.  Sir,  the  day  will  never  come  when 
any  member  of  this  Council  will  be  influenced 
one  iota  by  anything  said  outside,  but  that  wc 
shall  go  on  consistently  doing  our  duty,  no 
matter  what  the  consequences  may  bo,  never 
looking  at  the  consequences,  but  voting  for  or 
against  any  Bill  according  to  our  judgment  and 
conscience.  Sir,  I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  Sir,  no 
one  recognizes  more  fully  than  I  do  the  inde- 
pendence of  this  Council ;  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  any  observations  made  in  another  place 
were  not  intended  to  reflect  any  discredit  or 
to  cast  any  reflection  at  all  on  the  members  of 
this  Council,  because  it  has  been  invariably 
found  that  tliis  Council  has  done  its  duty,  and, 
notwithfatanding  that  sometimes  a  little  feel- 
ing may  arise,  still,  as  a  rule,  the  Council  has 
always  done  what  was  reasonable  and  fair.  If 
the  matter  alluded  to  were  one,  in  my  opinion, 
affecting  the  Council  in  any  way,  I  should  not 
be  discharging  my  duty  unless  I  mypelf  brought 
it  to  the  notice  of  the  Council.  But  I  do  not 
think  so ;  and  I  do  not  think  that,  whatever 
the  honourable  gentleman  may  have  hoard  out- 
side or  inside— and  no  doubt  ho  has  heard  a 
great  deal— he  is  acting  rightly  in  attributing 
motives  where  none  exist. 

^lotion  negatived. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  ASSOCIA- 
TION BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  — Sir,  in 
1809  a  measure  was  passed  through  Parliament 
to  enable  the  Government  of  New  Zealand  to 
carry  on  what  is  known  as  the  life  insurance 
business.  In  1870  aji  amending  Act  was 
passed,  which  worked  for  a  time  not  very  satis- 
-factorily ;  and  in  1874  an  Act,  which  was  con- 
fiidered  a  perfect  Act  of  the  kind,  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature,  under  which  Act  the  Go- 
vernment Insurance  Department  has  been  car- 
ried on.  Since  that  time  foreign  life  insurance 
companies  have  commenced  operations  in  this 
colony,  and  I  may  say  here  that,  as  I  am  a 
director  in  this  town  of  one  of  thoso  com- 
panies, it  would  not  become  me  to  allude  to 
any  one  company  more  than  to  others.  They 
have  all,  I  believe,  been  very  successful  in  their 
operations  in  this  colony,  and  none  more  so 
than  the  one  to  which  I  refer — the  National 
Mutual ;  but  any  statement  by  mo  as  to  any 
one  company  might  be  considered,  coming 
from  a  Minister,  to  be  detrimental  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  others.  I  am  quite  satisfied, 
Hon,  Mr.  McLean 


looking  at  the  number  of  directors  of  other 
life  insurance  companies  who  have  the  piivi- 
lege  of  holding  seats  in  this  Council,  thafe 
this  matter  has  received  i^ore  than  ordinaiy 
attention.  I  am  quite  aware  cf  the  fact  that 
there  is  great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whe- 
ther the  Govei-nment  sliould  ever  have  com- 
menced the  business  of  life  insurance.  Upon 
that  point  I  do  not  profess  to  offer  an  opinion  ; 
but  I  know  there  is  great  diver.sity  of  opinion 
on  the  question.  But,  having  gone  so  far  as 
wo  have,  it  is  at  least  only  fair  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  policy-holders,  wo  should  pro- 
tect them,  and  carry  on  the  business  on  a 
more  satisfactory  basis  than  that  on  which 
it  has  hitherto  been  carricvl  on.  I  know  a 
great  deal  has  been  said  with  regard  to  the 
management  of  this  institution,  and  a  good  deal 
of  blame  has  been  attached  to  those  who  have 
had  the  management  of  the  business.  There  ia 
no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  system  on  which 
the  Government  Life  Insurance  business  has 
been  carried  on  is  not  so  satisf actor}-  as  the 
manner  in  which  tlie  business  is  carried  on  by 
incorporated  associations.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  it  is  impos.«?ible  for  any  Minister 
at  the  head  of  this  department  to  conduct  its 
operations  in  so  satisfactory  a  way  as  an  incor- 
porated association,  with  a  Board  properly  con- 
stituted, and  attending  to  the  business  week  by 
week.  I  speak  from  experience  with  regard  to 
the  company  with  which  I  am  connected  in 
8a5'ing  that  it  is  to  ttfce  super\nsion  exercised 
by  the  Board  over  the  management  of  the  busi- 
ness that  its  success  is  largely  duo ;  and  I  say 
it  ia  physically  impossible  for  a  Minister  at  the 
head  of  the  department  to  manage  such  an 
institution  as  tlie  Government  Lifo  Insurance 
Department.  From  infomiatiou  supplied  to 
me,  I  understand  that  the  present  proposal  is 
hailed  with  pleasure  by  every  policy-holder  in 
the  department,  and  that  there  is  nothing  but 
general  satisfaction  from  end  to  end  of  the 
country  at  the  prospect  of  having  this  large 
institution  placed  on  a  more  satisfactory  foot- 
ing. From  information  furnished  me,  I  find 
that,  since  the  department  began  operations, 
£282,000  has  been  paid  away,  that  the  annual 
income  of  the  department  is  now  £232,000,  and 
that  nearly  a  million  of  money  has  already 
accrued  and  is  available  for  any  purpose  for 
which  it  may  be  required.  Now,  the  object  of 
this  Bill  is  to  incorporate  as  an  association  the 
holders  of  policies  under  "The  Government 
Insurance  and  Annuities  Act,  1874 ;"  and  the 
rest  of  the  Bill  is  mere  machinery.  As  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Board,  it  may  be  objected, 
perhaps,  that  there  is  too  much  of  the  Govern- 
ment clement  on  it;  but,  when  honourable 
members  bear  in  mind  the  large  responsibility 
which  the  Government  undertake  in  relation 
to  this  matter,  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any 
objection  to  the  number  of  nominees,  fo  to 
speak,  it  is  proposed  to  put  on  this  Board.  At 
the  same  time,  in  order  to  see  if  the  principle 
may  work  out  satisfactorily,  it  is  considered  ad- 
visable to  have  a  number  of  elective  members. 
Honourable  members  will  see  provision  is  made 
for  Local  Boards  of  three  members  each,  one 
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member  to  be  appointed  by  the  Central  Board, 
and  two  to  be  elected  by  the  policy-holders  in 
the  district  over  which  the  Local  Board  has 
edntrol.  That  is  considered  a  desirable  course, 
BO  as  not  to  c^tre  the  whole  thing  in  one 
place ;  and,  besides,  I  am  assared  that  by  this 
coarse  the  institution  will  enlist  the  sympathies 
i>f  people  who  otherwise  would  probably  not 
take  any  very  great  interest  in  its  success. 
There  are  the  usual  provisions  with  regard  to 
rendering  accounts,  audit,  holding  property, 
the  banking  account,  and  so  forth ;  and  power 
is  given  to  the  Governor  in  Council  to  regulate 
the  business  of  the  Board.  One  provision  — 
section  72 — I  wish  specially  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to.     It  reads, — 

"  Out  of  the  net  surplus  of  profits  found  to  be 
available  for  distribution  at  each  quinquennial 
investigation,  in  respect  of  contracts  entered 
into  after  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  himdred  and  eighty-four,  the 
Board  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  and  prior  to 
any  distribution  of  such  profits,  set  apart,  as 
a  reserve  by  way  pf  guarantee,  a  sum  of  one- 
tenth  of  such  net  surplus,  which  sum  shall  be 
paid  into  the  Public  Account  to  a  separate 
account  to  be  called  the  Insurance  Guarantee 
Fund  Account ;  and  all  moneys  to  the  credit  of 
sneh  Guarantee  Fund  Account  shall  be  in- 
T«8ted  as  the  Governor  in  Council  may  direct. 

"All  contributions  from  surplus  profits  to  the 
Goanuitee  Fund  shall  cease  so  soon  as  the 
accumulations  in  such  fund  have  reached  the 
amount  of  one  million  pounds  sterling." 

That  is  not  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  the 
policy-holder  of  any  guarantee  to  which  he  is 
now  entitled,  but  for  the  purposo  of  placing  the 
Government  in,  if  possible,  a  safer  position  in 
the  event  of  any  accident :  not  that  there  is 
any  idea  of  an  accident,  but  if,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  Government  are  to  give  a  guarantee, 
cm  the  other  hand  the  Government  itself  should 
at  least  have  some  suitable  guarantee.  As  I 
bave  said,  the  object  of  the  Bill  is  to  incor- 
porate the  institution ;  and,  as  the  bulk  of  the 
measure  is  mere  machinery  clauses,  to  which, 
in  Committee,  probably  honourable  members 
will  give  all  the  attention  they  deserve,  I  will 
sow  content  myself  with  moving  the  second 
leading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.  — Sir,  in  reading 
this  Bill  it  looks  different  from  some  other 
measures  which  have  been  put  before  us,  as  it 
appears  to  be  carefully  drawn  and  considered  all 
thzoDgh.  I  hail  with  satisfaction  the  proposal 
to  pat  the  management  of  the  department  on 
a  Mtter  basis,  because,  as  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  has  said,  it  is  utterly  impossible  for 
a  Uinister  of  the  Crown  to  look  after  such  an 
enormous  business,  with  the  other  duties  he  has 
<n  his  hands.  Although  there  are  some  por- 
tions of  the  Bill  to  which  I  think  one  may  take 
exception,  rtill  I  think  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
measure  is  one  which  may  well  be  accepted  by 
the  Council.  The  system  on  which  uie  life 
insurance  business  has  been  carried  on  by  the 
Ooremment,  and  as  to  which  the  private  com- 
panies have  followed  suit — I  speak,  like  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  from  some  experi- 


ence, having  been  connected  with  one  of  them 
^f  late^-especially  as  to  canvassing  and  several 
other  things,  is  a  system  which  is  not  creditable 
to  the  Grovemmeut  or  to  the  companies  either ; 
and,  if  putting  the  management  of  the  institu- 
tion under  the  control  of  a  Board  will  lead  to 
a  course  of  procedure  in  those  respects  which 
can  be  commended  rather  than  otherwise,  I 
say  this  Bill  should  be  passed.  I  may  say  here 
that  I  am  one  of  tliose  who  do  not  believe  in 
the  Government  doing  anytliing  which  any  one 
else  can  do,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  pity  that 
this  department  was  ever  started.  No  doubt 
it  brings  a  largo  amount  of  money  into  the 
coffers  of  the  Government,  and  that  may  have 
been  a  principal  inducement  to  first  entering 
into  the  business.  But,  apart  from  that,  I 
believe  its  management  can  be  very  much  im- 
proved by  putting  it  under  a  Board,  so  that 
its  business  may  receive  that  attention  which 
the  business  of  private  companies  gets,  but 
which  the  business  of  the  Government  Depart- 
ment cannot  get  now.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  this 
with  a  view  of  doing  away  with  the  concern: 
we  have  it  in  existence,  and  wo  must  carry  it 
on  at  the  present  time,  whatever  may  come 
afterward.  But  there  are  a  number  of  other 
companies  started  on  the  principle  of  mutual 
advantage  to  the  policy-holders  on  terms  as 
favourable  as  those  of  the  Government,  and,  so 
long  as  we  see  companies  conducted  in  a  sol- 
vent manner,  that  should  be  sufficient  for  the 
requirements  of  the  people.  Now,  while  the 
Grovemment  have  been  carrying  on  this  busi- 
ness, the  companies  have,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
from  whatever  cause,  got  a  feeling  that  their 
secrets  are  being  made  known  through  the  Post 
Office  and  Telegraph,  not  by  any  direct  viola- 
tion of  secrecy,  but  indirectly.  What  is  com- 
plained of  is  that  the  local  agents,  who  get  a 
commission  from  the  Government,  take  a  note 
of  the  names  of  persons  to  whom  letters  from 
insurance  companies  are  addressed,  and  wait 
on  them  to  show  that  the  Government  insur- 
ance terms  are  better  than  the  companies' 
terms,  and  in  that  way  canvassing  is  said  to 
be  carried  on.  I  cannot  say  that  that  is  a 
fact;  but  companies  competing  with  the  Go- 
vernment have  taken  their  monograms  off  the 
envelopes,  and  everything  from  the  back  of  the 
envelopes  that  would  indicate  that  it  was  a 
letter  from  an  insurance  company,  so  that  the 
letter  should  go  without  it  being  known  from 
whom  it  came.  I  think,  if  what  the  companies 
complain  of  is  really  done,  that  it  is  a  very 
unfair  sort  of  competition,  and  a  kind  of  com- 
petition that  this  Board  will  not  tolerate.  I 
think  it  was  an  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  but  I  should  like  to  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  proposed  to  go 
into  an  important  business  under  this  Bui 
which  has  never  been  touched  before.  I  am 
sure  his  attention  has  never  been  drawn  to  it, 
or  he  would  have  referred  to  it ;  and  I  am  sure 
no  portion  of  the  Legislature  would  have  agreed 
to  it.  It  is  that  the  Government  shall  undertake 
accident  insurance.  Thoy  propose,  in  clause  38, 
to  go  into  accident  insurance,  a  business  which 
there  are  no  statistics  to  control — it  is  purely  & 
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matter  of  gambling,  for  there  are  no  statistics 
from  which  to  estimate  profits  or  anything  else : 
it  is  merely  a  matter  of  luck.  Then,  there  are 
two  accident  insurance  companies  in  the  colony 
abready,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  Go- 
▼emment  undertaking  such  business.  They 
are  now,  for  sixpence,  insuring  you  on  the  rail- 
ways for  £500,  and  I  do  not  think  this  House 
would  pass  a  clause  providing  for  business  of  that 
sort.  I  am  sure  this  has  crept  in  without  the 
Government  being  aware  of  it,  for  they  might 
as  well  commence  any  other  kind  of  speculation. 
Then,  there  is  the  question  of  investment  on 
freeholds.  I  do  not  know  that  you  can  separate 
this  Board  from  the  Government,  and,  if  you  are 
going  to  make  advajices  on  the  freehold  lands 
of  the  country,  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  a  very 
good  style  of  investment,  and  I  should  say  the 
Government  should  keep  to  their  own  bonds 
and  make  investments  in  them,  as  the  simplest 
plan.  Supposing  that  is  not  done,  agents  will 
have  to  go  round  the  country  looking  at  this 
estate  and  that  estate,  and  you  will  get  Govern- 
ment insurance  properties.  Every  institution 
gets  hold  of  these  tilings  in  time,  whether  it 
wants  them  or  not,  and  if  it  does  not  like  them 
has  to  take  it.  Then,  Sir,  there  is  the  ques- 
tion of  the  limit  of  the  amount  of  insurance. 
Of  course  that  is  left  entirely  to  Orders  in 
Council ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  this  Coun- 
cil should  put  a  limit  to  the  amount  of  risk 
the  country  is  to  run  on  one  life,  or  not.  You 
may  find  a  Government  who  make  insurance  a 
hobby,  as  the  late  Colonial  Treasurer  made  it ; 
and  I  think  he  went  too  far :  I  have  no  belief 
in  his  national  insurance  scheme.  Under  such 
circumstances  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  limit 
in  the  Bill.  I  am  not  prepared  at  the  present 
moment  to  say  what  that  limit  should  be  :  that 
will  be  a  matter  to  be  discussed  in  Committee, 
and  then  we  shall  see  the  opinion  of  members 
upon  it.  Then,  as  to  the  question  of  guarantee. 
Of  course,  so  far  as  the  present  insurers  are 
concerned,  the  Government  has  made  a  con- 
siderable deviation  from  the  Act  of  1874,  under 
which  they  insured,  because  they  are  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  profits.  However,  I  think  the 
proposal  is  not  imreasonable,  that  the  Bill  is  a 
well -drafted  and  comprebensive  measure,  and 
that  it  is  a  Bill  which  will  commend  itself  to 
this  House. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  — I  shall 
support  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  be- 
cause I  admit  that  it  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  !My  objection  to  it  is  that  it  does 
not  go  far  enough  in  that  direction.  I  am  one 
of  those  who,  from  the  first,  have  been  opposed 
to  the  system  of  Govermnent  insurance,  ex- 
cepting to  a  limited  extent,  on  behalf  of  the 
labouring-class,  as  it  is  carried  out  in  England. 
I  think,  in  entering  into  the  Government  in- 
surance, and  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  now 
carried  out,  we  have  gone  entirely  beyond  the 
functions  of  a  Government ;  and  I  am  further 
of  opinion  that  the  sooner  we  retrace  our  steps 
the  better.  Being  of  this  opinion,  I  had  pro- 
posed to  move  an  addition — a  rider  expressive 
of  these  views — to  the  present  motion ;  but  I 
find  it  would  be  out  of  order  were  I  to  do  so. 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean 


The  rider  that  I  proposed  to  move  at  the  end 
of  the  motion  proposed  by  the  Hon,  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  is  to  this  effect :  "  but,  at  the 
same  time,  the  Council  records  its  opinion 
that  it  is  desirable  that  the  present  connectkm 
between  the  Government  and  the  Insnxanoe 
Association  should  terminate  as  soon  as  is 
compatible  with  the  interest  of  existing  policy- 
holders.'* It  would  be  out  of  order  for  me  to 
move  that  now,  and  I  shall  therefore  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  bringing  the  matter  dis- 
tinctly under  the  notice  of  the  Council.  I 
believe  that  the  sooner  we  retrace  our  stops  in 
this  matter  the  better,  and,  if  anything  could 
impress  that  view  still  more  strongly  upon 
me  than  my  previous  conviction,  it  would  be 
the  action  of  the  Insurance  Association  during 
the  last  few  months.  It  appears  to  me  their 
proceedings  in  the  "  touting "  business  have 
been  something  in  the  nature  of  a  scandal, 
and  must  have  been  injurious  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Association  itself,  inasmuch  as  it 
shows  that  there  is  an  amount  of  competition 
existing  that  must  have  its  effect  in  loading  to 
the  acceptance  of  lives  of  not  the  most  desir- 
able kind.  Sir,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
Government  recognize  that  there  is  some 
change  required,  and  that  they  propose  to  put 
this  important  institution  on  a  loss  dependent 
footing  than  it  has  been  on  hitherto;  but, 
still,  I  take  objection  to  many  of  the  details 
of  the  Bill,  and  to  my  mind  it  is  one  of  the 
greatest  of  the  objections  that  in  the  future 
it  is  to  be  presided  over  by  a  political  officer 
like  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  It  is  utterly  im- 
possible that  he  can  free  himself  from  political 
mstincts — from  party  associations — or  that  it 
can  be  compatible  with  the  efficient  perform- 
ance of  his  other  very  onerous  duties,  that  he 
should  be  the  active  presider  over  the  interests 
of  the  Association,  the  keen  watcher  over  its 
various  transactions,  which  the  chairman  of 
such  an  association  should  be.  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  Asso- 
ciation that  we  should  maJce  a  change  in  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Board  to  be  created  for  the 
management  of  this  Association ;  and  when  the 
Bill  is  in  Committee  I  shall  propose  a  change  in 
that  direction,  with  a  view  to  providing  that  the 
Association  be  presided  over  as  Chairman  by 
no  less  important  an  officer  of  the  Government 
than  the  Controller-General,  who  is  an  officer 
free  from  political  pressure,  and  an  officer  of 
the  Legislature.  I  think  no  better  appointment 
than  that  could  be  made  to  the  chairmanship 
of  an  institution  of  this  very  important  charac- 
ter. The  duties  devolving  upon  the  Chairman 
will  be  very  great  indeed,  and  he  should  be 
more  frequently  at  his  post  than,  I  venture  to 
think,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  can  make  it  con- 
venient to  be,  especially  during  the  sitting  of 
Parliament.  He  should  be  acquainted  with 
all  the  mortgages  entered  upon,  and  should 
be  able  to  follow  the  changes  in  the  value  o 
land,  in  order  that  he  might  appreciate  projterly 
the  safety  of  mortgages  that  he  has  entered 
into  on  behalf  of  the  society ;  and  altogether  hia 
duties  will  be  of  so  onerous  and  so  important  a 
character  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
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ilubi,  with  any  degree  of  efficiency  or  with  any 
dne  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  Association, 
they  should  be  performed  by  a  Chairman  who 
18  in  office  to-day  and  may  be  out  of  office  to- 
morrow, and  who,  when  in  office,  is  subject  to 
tiie  worst  of  all  influences  —  that  is,  political 
pressure.    When  the  Bill  was  introduced  it  was 
a  part  of  the  scheme  of  the  Qovemment  that 
insurance  policies  should  be  taken  outside  the 
oolony  —  that    we    should  have  our  agencies 
scattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth  "  touting  " 
lor  business  in  otlier  countries,  as  this  Associa- 
tion has  **  touted  "  for  business  in  this  colony. 
It  is  generally  believed  that  that  objectionable 
provision  has  been  altogether  erased  from  this 
Bill ;  bat,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  such  is  not  the 
case.    There  is  no  express  statement  that  the 
agents  of  this  Insurance  Association  may  go 
outside  this  colony  and  push  their  business 
elsewhere ;    but  there  is  no  limitation  placed 
upon  their  power  of   doing    so.     Under  the 
88th  clause  the  Board  may  enter  into  any  con- 
tiacts  whatever,  and  under  the  39th  clause  the 
Board  ma^''  appoint  branch  offices  and  agencies 
wherever   they  like.    There  is  no   limitation 
whatever  upon  their  powers ;   and,  if  in  the 
future  they  are  to  press  their  business  as  they 
have  done  in  the  past,  you  may  depend  upon  it 
that  the  Board,  sooner  or  later,  will  be  esta- 
blLshing  their  agencies  outside  the  colony.    I 
think  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  us  that,  at  any  rate,  when  the  Bill  is  in 
Committee,  we  should  limit  the  power  of  the 
Board  to  go  outside  the  colony.    Then,  refer- 
ring to  the  point  already  alluded  to  by  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  I  am  not  by  any  means 
certain  that  it  is  not  desirable,  in  the  Bill 
itself,  to  limit  the  amount  that  should  be  in- 
sured upon  a  single  life.     I  believe  that  at  the 
present  time  it  is  £8,000.    Until  recently  the 
highest  policy  in  the  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany was  £5,000:  now  I  think  they  have  ex- 
tended it  from  £5,000  to  £10,000.    Seeing  the 
enoimoas  capital  at  their  command,  and  the 
immense  extent  of   their   reserve  fund,  per- 
haps they  are  justified  in  taking  much  higher 
amounts  of  insurance  than  any  other  com- 
pany, certainly  in  this  colony,  and  almost  in 
the  world.     I  will  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Council  by  referring  to  any  other  matters,  but 
when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee  I  shall  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  Committee  the  various  points 
of  the  different  clauses  on  which  I  think  it  is 
desirable  that  amendments  should  be  made.     I 
will  only  repeat  my  preliminary  observation, 
by  saying  that  it  is  my  intention  to  bring  the 
iubiect  distinctly  under  the  notice  of  the  Coun- 
cfl  by  a  resolution ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
iong  before  we  see  this  Association  placed  upon 
an  entirely  independent  footing — placed  in  a 
position  to  manage  their  own  affaus  in  their 
own  way,  and  upon  terms  which  they  may 
think  promotive  of  their  own  interests,  the  Go- 
vernment merely  preserving  its  guarantee  as 
se^ards  policies  already  entered  into,  and  re- 
tuning  for  this  purpose  a  degree  of  supervision 
Ufaich  will  be  necessary  in   order  to  prevent 
Hiat  guarantee  from  being  abused. 
The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.  — Sir, 


the  Colonial  Insurance  Department  is  a  most  • 
anomalous  institution,  and  if  one  thing  could 
make  it  appear  more  so  than  another  it  is  the- 
remark  of  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,, 
who  alluded  to  it  as  a  company :  and,  in  point 
of  fact,  it  is  a  compajxy,  and  not  a  department. 
But  that  is  only  one  of  a  great  many  things 
upon  which  there  is  always  something  to  be  said< 
on  the  other  side.  Up  to  a  certain  amount  I 
believe  it  is  desirable  to  have  a  Government 
Insurance  Department  in  a  country  to  which 
necessarily  so  many  immigrants  are  coming — 
so  many  persons  who  do  not  know  what  may 
be  a  safe  security  out  hero  ;  and  if  it  had  been 
limited  to  £500  I  think  that  would  have  been  &. 
reasonable  sum,  and  would  have  answered  all 
the  purposes  for  which  Government  interfer- 
ence was  justifiable.  And  I  think,  if  it  had 
been  fixed  to  a  small  amount  like  that,  the 
Gk)vemment  would  not  have  been  tempted  to 
show  grander  results  than  other  compamos  that 
had  not  the  same  advantage  as  they  had  ;  and 
they  would  not,  perhaps,  have  permitted  the 
spectacle  often  seen  now  of  insurance  agents 
accosting  one  directly  one  gets  out  of  a  carriage 
or  arrive  at  a  station,  wanting  to  take  one's  life.. 
This  sort  of  annoyance  goes  on  all  over  the 
country,  and  is  not  a  very  respectable  kind  of 
thing  for  a  Government  to  engage  in.  Then,, 
what  is  gained  by  it  ?  The  colony  has  given 
its  guarantee  without  the  slightest  prospect  of 
recouping  itself,  as  all  the  profits  are  given 
away  oy  introducing  the  mutual  principle.  The 
fact  is,  it  ought  not  to  bo  a  mutual  office  ai- 
all.  It  ought  to  be  simply  an  insurance  at  the 
cheapest  rate  that  can  be  considered  safe,  and 
whatever  little  margin  of  profit  there  might  be 
should  go  to  the  State  that  gives  the  guarantee. 
I  have  no  doubt  about  that.  But  that  io  not 
exactly  what  this  Bill,  which  I  congratulate 
the  Government  on  having  brought  in,  seeks  to 
do.  There  are  details  that  point  rather  in  that 
direction,  but  the  Bill  itself  does  not  go  so  far, 
though  in  some  respects  an  excellent  Bill.  The 
constitution  of  the  present  Insurance  Depart- 
ment is  the  most  unsatisfactory  thing  we  have 
in  connection  with  the  Government  of  the 
colony.  It  is  most  thoroughly  unsatisfactory, 
and,  if  anything  were  wanted  to  show  that,  it 
would  be  found  by  any  honourable  gentleman 
who  would  peruse  the  evidence  given  before 
the  Trust  Funds  Committee — by  some  of  the 
officers  of  that  department  and  by  other  wit- 
nesses— of  investments  in  connection  with  it. 
To  my  mind  it  is  entirely  incompatible  to  have 
the  head  of  the  Insurance  Department  a  Cabi- 
net Minister,  and  to  hold  another  person  re- 
sponsible ;  for  it  is  quite  evident  that  things 
may  take  place  which  the  nominal  head  of  the 
department  may  not  hear  of,  done  by  an  officer 
who  has  theoretically  no  more  power  than  an 
Under-Secretary,  and  who  is  meant  to  be  the 
Under-Secretary  of  the  Insurance  Department. 
The  Insurance  Department  is  a  convenience  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  colony :  that  is,  it  heis  been 
so  worked  all  through.  Now,  that  is  not  what 
W81S  intended.  When  we  allowed  that  Bill  to- 
pass — as  we  unwillingly  did,  a  great  many  of 
ua— our  idea  was  that  it  was  entirely  done  life 
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the  interests  of  the  people  who  were  strangers 
out  here,  who  wished  to  make  provision  for 
their  families  and  could  not  as  yet  trast  any 
institutions  in  the  colony,  as  they  had  not  the 
information  to  enable  them  to  form  an  opinion ; 
t>ut  what  it  has  been  degraded  to  is  just  this : 
that,  if  the  Treasurer  has  a  friend,  a  supporter, 
or  a  constituent,  it  is  perfectly  in  his  power  to 
take  anything  his  friend  has  got  by  way  of 
security,  mention  it  at  a  meeting  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council,  go  through  the  form  of  filling 
ap  an  Order  in  Council  which  is  seen  by  no  one. 
Mid  give  an  order  to  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment that  a  certain  amount  of  money  must  go 
in  that  direction.  The  reform  proposed  is  very 
ffood  as  an  administrative  reform,  no  doubt; 
but  the  reform  that  we  want  is  for  a  first-class 
man,  thoroughly  trained  in  these  things,  to  be 
brought  from  England  or  from  the  Australian 
Colonies,  or  wherever  such  a  man  can  be  got, 
■and  made  entirely  independent  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  in  the  management  of  this  department. 
I  do  not  approve  of  the  Audltor-Qeneral,  the 
Colonial  Treasurer,  or  anybody  connected  with 
the  Government,  holding  the  position,  but  of 
the  appointment  of  a  first-class  business-man, 
holding  oflice  during  good  behaviour,  at  what- 
ever salary  may  be  required;  and  I  am  sure, 
if  we  are  to  continue  our  responsibility  to  this 
^department,  that  is  the  direction  in  which 
the  chief  of  all  reforms  must  be  made.  The 
new  proposal  for  taking  mortgages  is  one  that 
will  require  a  good  deal  of  consideration  In 
Committee.  I  am  not  sure,  if  the  direct  i)er- 
Bonal  connection  between  the  Treasurer  and 
the  department  is  to  he  kept  up,  that  that  is  at 
jJl  a  desirable  provision,  and  I  think  that  what 
we,  as  a  Council,  ought  to  introduce  into  the  Bill 
is  a  provision  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
accumulated  funds  should  be  always  invested 
in  readily  realizable  securities  in  the  colony  or 
in  England.  If  these  securities  were  in  Eng- 
land, and  by  any  accident  any  groat  demand 
upon  the  department  were  made,  touching  the 
cable  would  put  the  department  in  funds  at 
any  time.  Then,  I  may  say  that,  .with  other 
honourable  gentlemen,  I  look  with  some  alarm 
at  the  proposal  for  widening  the  area  of  this 
kind  of  business — going  into  the  accident  in- 
surance. It  is  one  of  those  things  that  catch 
some  people's  ideas  ;  but,  if  we  divest  ourselves 
entirely  of  the  notion  that  there  is  any  credit 
or  advantage  to  be  got  by  the  colony  doing  an 
inmiensc  business,  we  shall  come  to  see  that  we 
need  not  try  to  increase  our  business  by  going 
beyond  the  borders  of  the  colony  or  by  taking 
accident  insurance  risks.  For  accident  insur- 
ance being  undertaken  by  the  Government  there 
cannot  be  any  justification  excepting  one  I  have 
heard  of  which  is  supposed  to  be  recommended 
when  a  great  number  of  accidents  occur  on  a 
railway — that  of  putting  a  director  in  the  van. 
I  dare  say,  if  the  Government  were  largely  in- 
terested in  accident  insurance,  that  m'^ht  be 
some  protection  to  the  travelling  public  ;  other- 
^ise^il  see  no  advantage  to  be  gained  by  the 
country  undertaking  accident  insurance.  I 
think  the  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  told 
ns  about  divulging  the  secrets  of  the  Telegraph 
Eon.  Sir  G,  S.  Whittnore 


and  Post  Office  Department,  was  possibly,  i 
I  hope  probablv,  going  beyond  anything  t 
had  OGCurred ;  but  I  mast  say,  as  the  subje«# 
has  incidentally  come  up,  that  I  think,  now  vm 
have  a  new  Government,  who  have  no  *'  paot^ 
to  reproach  them,  it  may  fairly  be  said  tha4  Ik 
would  be  a  good  thing  if  in  all  the  confidence 
departments  of  the  Government  there  wchS  • 
little  more  care  taken  than  is  supposed  to  te 
taken.  Honourable  gentlemen  in  this  Coonioil 
may  know,  and  a  great  many  do  know,  that 
there  is  a  leakage  somewhere  sometimes  whenft 
there  certainly  ought  not  to  be.  I  do  not  wanft 
to  say  more  on  the  subject,  but  that  is  a  refoxnft 
which  will  be  appreciated  when  it  is  made.  J 
have  nothing  particular  to  say  upon  the  BiH, 
which  I  shall  support,  and,  in  Committee,  I 
shall  endeavour  to  limit  the  amount  that  ma^ 
be  insured ;  and  if  it  is  proposed  to  make  it  oleas 
that  the  business  of  the  insurance  department 
shall  be  confined  to  the  colony,  and  that  legiti>» 
mate  life  assurance  only  shall  be  engaged  in, 
I  certainly  shall  support  those  proposals ;  and  I 
certainly  hope  that  somewhere  in  this  Bill  we 
may  be  able  to  find  some  means  of  introduoing 
a  clause  rendering  it  obligatory  that  a  definite 
proportion  of  insurance  funds  shall  be  invested 
in  colonial  debentures. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— There  is  no  doubt. 
Sir,  that  such  a  measure  as  the  present  is 
required ;  but  I  must  say  I  am  disappointed 
with  the  mode  it  proposes  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  existing  state  of  things.  In  the  first  plaoe^ 
I  am  certain  there  was  no  ground  for  giving 
to  tlie  policy-holders  any  representation.  Jm. 
a  mutual  society  it  is  perfectly  reasonable 
that  they  should  have  representation,  for  there 
the  people  practically  talce  the  whole  responsi- 
bilities upon  themselves.  Now,  this  is  a  sort 
of  bastard  company,  and  the  Government  is 
responsible  for  it  after  all,  whatever  may  ha^ 
pen.  However,  the  mutual  principle  has  been 
grafted  on  it.  As  has  been  said  by  a  previoos 
speaker,  it  was  a  great  mistake  that  the  mntual 
principle  was  ever  embodied  in  the  Government 
insurance  system  at  all;  it  should  have  been 
conducted  on  the  simple  system  of  the  original 
form  of  insurance,  without  any  division  of 
profits.  But  there  is  another  point  to  whicb 
I  have  great  objection,  and  that  is  the  taking* 
away  of  the  disabilities  under  the  Disqualifica- 
tion Act,  so  that  members  of  this  Assembly 
may  be  qualified  for  being  Directors.  That,  in 
reality,  gives  patronage  to  an  unknown  nnmb^ 
of  offices  which  it  places  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  for  the  time  being.  That,  I  thinks 
is  too  great  a  power  altogether.  It  is  fltlmoet 
certain  to  cause  corruption,  and,  if  it  did  not^ 
I  am  certain  that  it  would  be  looked  upon  that 
these  appointments  were  made  for  politioal 
support.  In  Committee  I  shall  move  that  tiiat 
clause  be  struck  out.  I  join  in  the  objectians 
made  to  the  Colonial  Treasurer  being  Pres^ 
dent  of  the  society.  I  cannot  think  it  pos- 
sible that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  can  have  the 
leisure  to  attend  to  the  considerable  duties  ino^ 
posed  by  this  Bill.  I  also  object  to  the  Colo. 
nial  Treasurer  being  Chairman,  on  the  gronilA 
that  he  will  be  supreme ;  and,  considering  ths 
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laige  Boms  this  Board  will  have  to  deal  with, 
Dieiewill  be  as  muoh  influence  brought  to  bear 
B8  might  lead  to  investments  of  a  most  objec- 
tioDable  nature.  If  it  were  possible,  I  would 
have  the  Board  appointed  outside  the  Govern- 
ment altogether;  but,  of  course,  it  will  be 
neoessarj,  seeing  that  the  Government  are 
Uikble,  that  a  Government  officer  should  be 
there.  Bat  I  would  have  the  investment  of 
these  funds  so  removed  from  the  control  of  the 
Ckiremment  as  to  leave  no  opportunity  for  its 
hdog  said  that  these  investments  were  made 
to  gain  political  support.  That  is  sure  to  be 
iftated,  Sir,  whether  right  or  not.  There  are 
leroral  other  points,  which,  however,  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  go  into. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.— ^I  wish  to  ask 
your  ruling,  Sir,  in  regard  to  this  Bill,  as  to 
whether  tlus  is  a  public  or  a  private  Bill.  It 
deals  with  the  property  of  private  individuals, 
and  the  title  of  the  Bill  is  "  An  Act  to  incor- 
porate as  an  Association  the  Holders  of  Poli- 
cies." 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  cannot  think 
for  a  moment  that  the  Bill  is  a  private  Bill.  It 
is  of  so  extensive  a  character  that  it  must  be 
ngarded  as  a  public  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  must  say  that, 
in  Bpite  of  the  way  in  which  the  Government 
Insurance  business  has  been  managed,  it  seems 
to  have  been  a  success  to  a  large  extent ;  and,  in 
order  to  secure  its  greater  success  and  -to  make 
it  satisfactory  not  only  to  insurers  but  to  the 
colony  generally,  it  is  only  necessary  to  dis- 
sociate it  entirely  from  the  Government.  If  the 
goarantee  of  the  colony  were  removed  for  the 
intue,  I  am  sure  the  department  would  be  put 
on  a  more  reasonable  business  footing,  and, 
being  able  to  take  care  of  itself,  would  pros- 
per. The  difficulties  in  the  management  of  the 
business  at  the  present  time  have  been  the 
difficulties  which  any  department  must  find  in 
disabusing  the  public  mind  of  the  idea  that 
(he  colony  should  be  prepared  to  take  risks 
that  private  companies  refuse.  I  know  that 
^from  whatever  reason — there  is  an  opinion 
abroad  that  the  Government  Insurance  Depart- 
ment ought  not  to  refuse  lives ;  and  I  know 
that,  when  from  time  to  time  I  have  advised 
individuals  to  insure  their  lives,  they  have  said 
to  me  distinctly,  "  I  am  rather  doubtful  about 
my  life,  and  I  dare  not  apply  to  any  other 
company  than  the  Government  Insurance." 
There  is  no  sufficient  basis  for  any  suspicion  of 
that  kind,  as  I  absolutely  know,  because  I  know 
that  in  the  medical  department  the  business  is 
u  strict  as  possible.  But  there  is  no  question 
whatever  that  there  has  been  a  feeling  through- 
out the  colony  that  in  this  matter,  as  in  many 
otiiers,  Idssing  goes  by  favour.  This  supposi- 
tion has  been  strengthened  by  the  use  that  has 
been  made  of  this  floating  notion  by  canvassers 
for  the  Government  Insurance  Department.  I 
hsTO  absolutely  known  of  canvassers  who  have 
themselves  filled  in  friends'  reports,  and  got 
them  signed  by  independent  parties  who'  have 
never  rid  them,  saying,  "This*  is  only  a  mat- 
ter of  departmental  detail ;  I  will  fill  in  the 
leport,  and  send  it  in  to  the  department." 


There  has  been  no  intentional  departure  from 
the  observance  of  insurance  principles  at  head- 
quarters, but  the  departure  has  been  vez^ 
marked  on  the  part  of  servants  who  are  paid 
by  results.  All  this  has  sprung  from  the  fact 
that,  even  if  a  loss  does  occur,  it  is  a  loss  to 
the  Government  and  a  benefit  to  the  indivi- 
dual.  If  this  department  could  be  fairly  put 
on  its  own  basis,  it  would  prosper  much  better 
than  it  has  hitherto  done.  In  order  to  effect 
that,  it  is  necessary  to  entirely  dissociate  this 
department  from  the  Government;  and  the 
only  additional  precaution  that  the  State  need 
take  is  to  insist  that  all  the  earnings  from  th& 
Insurance  Department  shall  be  invested  iot 
Government  debentures.  The  competition  for 
brdinary  loans  in  this  colony  is  so  very  keen 
that  it  requires  the  very  greatest  possible  dis- 
crimination to  enable  loan  companies  to  pick 
out  good  securities.  Such  being  the  oase^ 
there  does  arise  the  danger  that  the  loans- 
made  by  the  Government  may  be  influenced  in 
a  way  that  would  not  be  beneficial  to  the  State. 
All  directors  are  more  or  less  in  danger  of 
being  tempted,  in  a  small  country  like  this^ 
to  depart  from  the  strict  principles  of  business. 
I  must  admit  that,  as  far  as  I  have  observed* 
temptations  of  that  kind  have  been  vigorously 
resisted ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
there  is  a  feeling  in  small  communities  that 
a  man  ought  to  help  his  friends.  Sir,  I  am 
not  quite  sure  that  it  is  not  competent  for  the 
department  to  commence  business  in  foreign 
parts,  notwithstanding  there  is  nothing  what- 
ever'Stated  about  it  in  this  Bill.  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  think  that  the  power  is  latent  and 
capable  of  being  exercised,  and  I  form  this 
judgment  from  the  character  of  the  clauses 
introduced  into  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Be- 
presentatives.  In  the  Bill  as  there  first  in- 
troduced the  machinery  for  carrying  out  the 
defined  object  was'  provided;  but  in  this  Bill 
it  seems  to  me  that,  while  the  machinery 
remains  to  be  provided,  it  is  still  possible  to 
attain  that  object.  In  clause  35  of  the  Bill  as- 
introduced  we  find  this  : — 

"If  the  Board  shall  be  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  advisable  at  any  time  to  extend  the 
business  of  the  Association  by  the  establish- 
ment of  branches  in  any  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  or  of  any  of  the  Australasian  Colo- 
nies, including  Tasmania,  and  shall  adopt  & 
resolution  to  that  efiect  at  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Board,  convened,  at  not  less  than  thirty 
days'  notice,  for  the  special  purpose  of  Qpn- 
sidering  such  resolution,  the  Chairman  shall 
transmit  the  resolution  so  adopted  to  the  Gro- 
vemor,  for  his  concurrence." 

There  is  here  specific  provision  for  the  ma- 
chinery ;  but  in  the  present  Bill  it  seems  to  vote 
that  the  department  can  enter  into  the  new 
business  without  the  Governor's  concurrence* 
If  that  be  so,  it  would  be  a  disastrous  thing  for 
this  colony  to  place  in  the  hands  of  Local  Boards 
in  foreign  countries  a  power  which  might  be 
used  adversely  to  the  interests  of  this  colony. 
The  department  has  dofie  a  great  deal  of  good 
to  the  colony,  and  up  to  the  present  time  I  am,, 
on  the  whole,  satisfied  with  the  results ;  but 
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'there  is  nothing  in  the  condition  of  the  Govern- 
ment Insurance  Department  that  can  call  for 
any  further  guarantee  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  nothing  in  our  circumstances 
•to  justify  it.  I  think,  if  we  are  to  trust  any- 
thing to  the  Actuaries,  we  must  leave  to  them 
the  decision  as  to  the  amount  of  money  for 
which  thoy  shall  insure  new  lives.  I  know 
that  when  the  department  was  first  esta- 
blished it  was  established  in  considerable  ig- 
norance as  to  its  chances  of  success,  and  the 
first  danger  that  impressed  the  actuarial  mind 
was  that  the  risks  would  not  be  sufficiently 
widespread,  and  on  that  account  an  unusual 
activity  in  canvassing  sprang  up.  Now  the 
business  has  grown  immensely,  and  there  can 
-be  no  excuse  whatever,  based  either  on  common- 
sense,  prudence,  or  general  management,  for 
the  disgraceful  proceedings  of  numbers  of  can- 
vassing agents  of  the  Government  Insurance  De- 
partment ;  they  are  discreditable  to  the  depart- 
ment and  to  the  colony,  and  injurious  to  the 
business  of  the  dex)artmcnt.  I  am  anxious,  as 
far  as  I  can,  to  assist  in  placing  this  depart- 
ment on  a  really  satisfactory  footing.  As  a 
director  of  another  association  —  the  Austra- 
lian Mutual  Provident  Society  —  I  entertain 
no  jeaJousy  whatever  of  the  Government  In- 
surance Department.  In  all  large  businesses 
there  ought  to  be  a  reasonable  consideration 
for  the  courtesies  of  life;  but,  hitherto,  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  the  Government  Insurance 
Department  has  been  incapable  of  appreciating 
those  which  have  been  extended  to  it  by  others. 
Let  us  hope  that  in  the  future  there  will  be  a 
new  departure  in  this  respect. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BON AB.— Sir,  I  shall  support 
'the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  believing  it  to 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  followed  the  remarks  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Watcrhouse  and  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace 
aright,  but  I  understood  them  to  say  that  they 
advocated  the  department  being  further  sepa- 
rated from  the  Government.  I  understood 
them  to  express  their  opinion  that  it  should  be 
entirely  free  from  the  Government  guarantee, 
4Uid  that  all  future  insurances  should  not  be 
stamped  with  the  guarantee  of  the  colony,  but 
with  the  guarantee  of  the  Association,  believing 
that  to  be  a  sufficiently  sound  footing.  If  such 
is  their  idea,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  follow- 
ing them  to  that  extent.  I  think  we  ought  to 
give  policy-holders  the  most  substantial  guaran- 
tee that  can  be  got,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to 
see  that  guarantee  refused.  I  sympathize  with 
the  remarks  that  have  been  made  with  regard 
to  pushing  the  business.  I  think,  having  got 
the  business  on  a  satisfactoiy  foundation,  they 
should  not  go  to  the  extremes  that  they  have 
gone  lately,  but  should  rather  leave  people  to 
seek  the  protection  of  the  national  guarantee 
that  they  can  get  by  applying  to  the  Govern- 
ment. It  has  been  suggested  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  that,  in  lieu  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer being  the  Chairman  of  the  Central  Board, 
the  Controller-General  should  take  that  posi- 
tion; but  I  fear  the  some  objection  would 
apply  to  the  Controller  -  General  as  applies  to 
the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  do  not  see  how 
Hon,  Dr,  Grace 


it  would  be  possible  for  the  Controller-G«ai^ 
ral  to  devote  sufficient  time  to  tbe  detal 
management  of  this  department.  I  fear^l^ 
would  bo  thrusting  additional  duties  on  liilll 
which  would  either  interfere  with  the  duties  Ml 
already  has  to  discharge,  or  lead  to  the  pitfi 
functory  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Chiiiiiiijij 
of  the  Board.  I  also  sympathize  with,  thojl 
who  object  to  the  extension  of  the  basinesa  M 
other  colonies.  On  no  consideration  whatevfl 
should  we  allow  the  Government  business  ti 
extend  beyond  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand.  1| 
should  therefore  be  willing  to  support  afljK 
amendment  which  would  limit  it  entirely  ttf 
this  colony  and  no  other.  The  same  remaiiil 
will  also  apply  to  the  advisability  or  otherwM 
of  the  Government  lending  money  on  mortgage 
This  is  a  matter  at  all  times  requiring  a  gmtfi 
deal  of  care  and  caution,  and  I  do  not  see  thsft 
it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  colony  that  monai 
derived  from  this  department  should  be  leoi 
out  on  mortgage.  We  might  find  oorselvci 
burdened  with  many  questionable  secnritieiL 
as  various  companies  have  been ;  and  I  think,  o 
thorough  business  men  are  tripped  up  in  thail 
way,  the  Board  would  be  equally  liable  to  hti 
tripped  up  also.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  objectsfl 
to  policy-holders  being  allowed  to  appoint  thiss 
members  of  the  Board.  If  I  had  my  way,  I 
should  be  rather  disposed  to  increase  that  nunfc* 
bcr.  Probably  the  number  proposed  to  be  noniK 
natcd  and  appointed  by  the  Government  msgr 
be  right :  still  I  think  it  is  a  large  proportion. 
It  is  proposed  that  the  Board  shall  consist 
of  ten  members,  including  the  Colonial  Trea-^ 
surer,  the  Solicitor-General,  the  Auditor-Gens- 
ral,  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasurer,  and  the 
Public  Trustee,  in  addition  to  the  three  per^ 
sons  to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor ;  while 
only  three  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  policy- 
holder?. Now,  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  it 
might  be  to  the  advantage  of  all  if  the  policy- 
holders, who  are  perhaps  more  interested,  in  the 
successful  management  of  the  Association  than 
any  other  body  in  reference  to  the  making  of 
profits,  had  a  larger  representation  on  the 
Board.  Then,  there  is  another  feature  of  the 
Bill  to  which  I  might  allude.  Another  clause 
provides  that  "the  Colonial  Treasurer"  shall 
in  reality  mean  any  member  of  the  Executive 
that  he  may  name  and  depute ;  so  that  we  may 
have  the  Colonial  Treasurer  sitting  on  the 
Board  on  one  day,  the  Colonial  Secretary  the 
next  day,  the  Defence  Minister  on  another  occa- 
sion, and  so  on.  However,  Sir,  generally,  I 
think  the  Bill  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  the  sooner  we  get  this  department  placed 
under  an  independent  head,  and  apart  from 
political  influence,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
colony,  and  for  those  who  avail  themselves  of 
the  guarantee  of  the  Government  in  connection 
with  life  insurance. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  have  just 
one  or  two  words  to  say  with  regard  to  what  I 
think  is  a  misconception  relative  to  the  power 
given  by  this  Bill  to  carry  on  business  outside 
the  colony.  TPhe  power  intended  originally  by 
the  Government  was  taken  out  of  tho  BiU  in 
another  place,  and  I  am  rather  surprised  at  my 
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honourable  friend  Dr.  Grace  supposing  for  a 
single  monient  that  this  Insurance  Association 
could  carry  on  business  outside  New  Zealand 
without  a  special  Act,-  or  a  special  guarantee 
being  given,  which  could  not  be  done  without 
its  being  known  to  the  policy-holders  and  the 
Oeneral  Assembly.    When  a  foreign  company 
wishes  to  trade  in  a  country — and  the  Associa- 
tion must  be  considered  a  foreign  company  in 
places  beyond  this  colony — special  things  have 
to  be  done  before  it  can  commence  business. 
It  has  to  deposit  a  certain  amount  of  money  as 
security  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and 
so  forth.     Now,  with  regard  to  the  investing  of 
money  on  mortgages,  I  think  myself  that  it  is 
desirable  very  often  to  invest  money  on  mort- 
gages where  j'ou  get  good  security,  and  honour- 
able gentlemen  will  find,  on  looking  at  the 
Bill,  that  the  value  of  the  security  is  to  be 
taken  mto  consideration.    With  regard  to  the 
observations  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  in  refer- 
ence to  the  disqualification  of  members  of  the 
Assembly  from  acting  as  Directors,  I  think  that 
is  a  great  hardshi]^  which  will  be  felt  by  a  great 
many  people.    It  is  a  monstrous  thing  to  sup- 
pose that,  because  of  the  possibility  of  two  or 
three  members  being  appointed  every  two  or 
three  years,  they  should  be  disqualified  from 
holding  a  position  worth  £100  per  annum  for 
three  years.    With  regard  to  placing  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  in  the  position  of  Chairman,  that 
matter  has  already  been  explained  by  the  Hon. 
Kr.  Bonar.    It  is  not  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
wlio  is  appointed :  it  may  also  be  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown.     If  the  Government  have  to  guaran- 
tee the  policies,  it  is  only  right  that  some  re- 
sponsible Minister  should  preside  at  meetings 
which  will   be  held  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting the  business  of  the  Association.    With 
regard  to  the  aspersion  cast  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McLean,  I  think  if  he  will  look  at  the  other 
companies  he  will  find  that  there  is  little  dif- 
ference between  them  respecting  what  is  known 
ss  "touting."    I  was  of  the  same  impression 
as  the  honourable  gentleman,  but  I  have  been 
assured  beyond  reasonable  doubt  that  the  de- 
partment itself  did  not  countenance  any  of  the 
acts,  some  of  which  have  become  notorious,'  in 
.   eonnection  with  this  matter.     So  long  as  the 
business  is  carried  with  the  same  degree  of 
competition  that  prevails,  I  do  not  see  how  you 
can  avoid  that. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

EAST  AND  WEST  COAST  (MIDDLE 
ISLAND)  AND  NELSON  RAILWAY  AND 
RAILWAYS  CONSTRUCTION  BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  this 

Bm, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said,— May  I  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  this  Bill 
whether  he  will  lay  before  us  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  land  available  alongside 
each  of  the  proposed  lines  of  railway?  He 
could  easily  get  that  information  for  us  by  to- 
morrow ;  it  is  not  so  easy  for  a  private  mem- 
ber to  obtain  it.  He  could  get  a  statement 
of  the  quantity  of  land  on  the  Arthur's  Pass 
route,  and  also  on  the  Lewis's  Pass  route. 


fifteen  miles  on  each  side  of  the  line.  I  do  not 
ask  for  this  information  in  any  hostile  spirit. 
The  Council  has  already  decided  by  a  large 
majority  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time,  and  I  am  not  going  to  offer  any  factious 
opposition.  It  is  simply  as  a  business  matter 
that  I  should  like  to  obtain  the  information 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported. 

On  the  motion.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said,— I  think  the 
third  reading  should  be  postponed  for  a  day,  to 
enable  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  sup- 
ply the  information  I  have  asked  for. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  should 
be  very  glad  to  give  the  information,  but  it  is 
physically  impossible.  To  get  it,  we  should 
have  to  survey  the  whole  of  the  country  along 
the  different  routes.  The  honourable  member 
is  one  of  those  who  assisted  to  carry  an  amend- 
ment as  to  the  route  by  which  getting  the  very 
information  he  desires  is  rendered  extremely 
difficult.  It  may  be  said  that  the  whole  of  the 
land  in  the  North  Canterbury  and  Westland 
Districts  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed 
railway.  I  should  be  glad  to  give  the  informa- 
tion which  the  honourable  gentleman  desires, 
but  it  is  physically  impossible. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  do  not  ask  for 
information  which  it  is  impossible  to  give ;  and 
I  believe  that  the  information  as  to  the  land 
on  all  the  lines  could  be  got  from  the  Survey 
Office  in  about  an  hour.  There  is  no  difficulty 
about  it.  And  I  say  that  the  passing  of  this 
measure  is  the  most  unbusinesslike  proceed- 
ing that  has  ever  taken  place  in  this  Council, 
and  I,  for  one,  protest  against  the  Bill  going 
through  without  our  haWng  the  information 
which  I  have  referred  to.  There  is  no  infor- 
mation as  to  the  land  affected — it  may  be  in 
any  part  of  Canterbury,  for  what  we  know; 
and  I  do  object  to  our  giving  away  large  areas 
of  land  in  one  block,  unless  it  is  along  where 
the  line  runs.  I  therefore  think  it  is  the  most 
unbusinesslike  Bill  which  ever  passed  the  Coun- 
cil, both  as  to  drafting  and  as  to  everything 
connected  with  it ;  and,  as  a  business  man,  I  am 
ashamed  to  give  my  assent  to  it.  I  hope  a 
division  will  be  taken  on  the  third  reading,  and 
I  shall  vote  against  it.  And,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  volimtarily  supply  the  in- 
formation I  have  asked  for,  I  shall  give  notice 
of  motion  for  its  production. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  — I  will 
promise  to  supply  the  honourable  gentleman 
with  whatever  information  can  be  given  as  soon 
as  he  specifies  what  he  wants. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

GREYMOUTH  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  I 
think  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  dis- 
sever the  discussion  likely  to  take  place  upon 
this  measure  from  that  on  another  Bill  which 
stands  next  on  the  Order  Paper,  and  therefore, 
in  speaking  to  one,  it  may  perhaps  be  permitted 
.to  refer  generally  to  the  other.  The  object  of 
the  present  Bill  is  to  facilitate  the  working 
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of  the  coal  mines  in  the  Greymouth  District. 
I  know  yery  well  that  objection  has  been  taken 
outside  this  Council,  and  probably  it  has  been 
tsJcen  by  some  membcVs  inside  this  Council ,  to 
the  fact  that  we  are  giving  away,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  a  few  companies,  a  very  large  revenue  and 
a  very  laLrgo  tract  of  country ;  but,  if  honour- 
fbble  members  will  look  at  a  plan  which  we  hAve 
here,  showing  the  very  small  area  affected  by 
this  Bill,  and  the  very  small  quantity  of  land 
which  has  been  given  to  the  companies  now 
working  the  coal  mines  in  that  district,  they 
will  find  that  the  area  now  held  by  the  com- 
panies at  work  is  almost  not  worth  speaking 
about,  compared  with  the  quantity  of  land  con- 
sidexed  to  be  available  there  for  coal-mining 
•purposes.  Honourable  members  will  bear  in 
mind  that  along  the  coast  for  miles  there  is 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  harbour  which  could 
for  any  purposes  be  relied  on  ;  nor,  as  the  case 
now  stands,  is  there  any  possibility  of  securing 
success  or  profit  to  those  engaged  in  mining 
the  deposits  of  coal,  which  exists  in  very  large 
quantities  in  that  district,  unless  at  very  great 
expense  to  themselves.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  coal  in  the  districts  ef 
Greymouth  and  Wcstport  is  so  immense  in 
quajitity  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  exhaust 
it  for  hundreds,  and  even  thousands,  of  years. 
An  honourable  gentleman  opposite  laughs ;  but 
I  am  sure  it  will  take  thousands  of  years  to  ex- 
haust in  ordinary  course  the  vast  quantities  of 
coal  to  be  found  in  those  districts.  They  are 
estimated  at  hundreds  of  millions  of  tons,  and, 
if  the  Ordinary  rate  of  consumption  is  con- 
sidered, I  think  I  am  not  wrong  in  saying  it 
will  be  thousands  of  years  before  those  im- 
mense deposits  will  be  cxliausted.  Now,  what 
is  proposed  by  these  Bills  is  to  establish  a  Board 
which  will  have  under  its  control  the  working 
of  the  Harbour  of  Greymouth,  and  also  a  Board 
for  enlarging  the  Harbour  of  Wcstport  and 
making  it  available  for  the  export  of  coal.  It 
is  proposed  by  the  Bills  to  grant  revenues  of  a 
certain  character  to  these  Boards — which  will 
be  nominated  Boards — for  the  purpose  of  rais- 
ing funds  to  complete  tlie  works,  upon  which 
already  very  large  sums  have  been  expended. 
Honourable  members  will  see,  from  a  return 
lately  laid  on  the  table,  that  very  large  sums 
of  money  have  already  been  expended  on  har- 
bour works  in  those  two  places,  which  have, 
unfortunately,  not  been  very  successful  in 
achieving  the  results  desired.  By  the  Grey- 
mouth Bill  it  is  proposed  to  enable  the  Board 
to  borrow  to  the  extent  of  £100,000  "for  the 
construction  of  or  completion  of  harbour  works" 
in  that  place ;  and  clause  9  of  the  Bill  pro- 
vides,— 

•*  If  the  Governor  in  Council  is  satisfied  at 
any  time  that  the  revenues  accruing  to  the 
Board  under  this  Act  are  sufficient  to  meet 
the  interest  on  any  loan  proposed  to  be  raised 
imder  the  authority  of  this  Act,  and  to  provide 
a  sinking  fund  for  repayment  thereof,  he  may 
declare  such  loan  and  interest  to  be  guaran- 
teed." 

The  guarantee  is  limited  to  £100,000  under 
this  Bill,  and  to  £150,000  under  the  other. 
Him.  Ur,  P.  A.  Buckley 


There  is  a  saving  provision  in  each  of  theaa 
Bills,  which  Is  that  the  colony  may  take  over 
the  works  at  any  time,  when  the  property 
vested  in  the  Board  will  beoome  the  proper^ 
of  the  colony.  It  would  be  wrong  of  me  to 
suppose,  in  view  of  another  Bill  which  hM 
just  passed  from  this  Council,  that  these  BiUft 
affecting  the  harbours  at  Westport  and  Grey- 
mouth have  not  been  sufficiently  considered  by 
the  Council ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  the  nature  of  the  proposals  of  these  BiUft 
is  well  understood  by  every  honourable  mem- 
ber.  I  am  certain  that  the  discussion  wfaidi 
will  take  place  on  these  Bills  will  be  marked 
by  the  same  spirit  which  has  characterized  th» 
discussions  on  previous  measures,  and  we  shall 
probably  have  the  subject  discussed  voiy  fully. 
I  will  therefore  reserve  till  I  speak  in  reply 
any  general  observations  which  I  may  be  ob- 
liged to  make  in  asking  the  Council  to  absent 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  which  I  now 
move. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  think  the  Coun- 
cil feels,  or  at  least  I  feel,  that  at  present  we 
experience  one  of  the  inconveniences  which 
result  from  local  Bills  of  this  kind  brought  in 
by  the  Government  being  exempted  from  the 
rules  necessitating  the  reference  of  such  local 
Bills  to  the  Local  Bills  Conmtiittee.  I  venture 
to  say,  if  that  course  hsMi  been  followed  in  refer- 
ence to  this  Bill,  the  Council  would  have  been 
put  in  possession  of  more  information  than  has 
been  possible  for  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary to  obtain  for  himself  or  for  the  Council* 
If  we  had  been  put  in  possession  of  a  know- 
ledge of  the  financial  aspect  of  this  project  we 
could  come  to  a  bettor  understanding  as  to  its 
quality  and  effect.  There  are  already,  under 
"The  Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Ad- 
ministration Act,  1877,"  considerable  endow- 
ments set  apart  for  a  particular  purpose  in  the 
Greymouth  district.  Upon  the  security  of  those 
endowments  a  sum  of  money,  amounting  at  pre- 
sent, I  think,  to  more  than  £140,000,  has  heea 
expended.  Therefore  the  proceeds  accruing 
from  the  endowments  affected  by  this  Bill  aie 
already  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  inter- 
est and  sinking  fund  on  that  amount.  What 
I  should  desire  to  learn  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  when  he  replies  is,  seeing  that  vexy 
large  additional  charges  are  to  be  inoorred 
in  making  improvements  in  these  harbours  of 
Westport  and  Greymouth,  from  what  source  is 
the  revenue  to  bo  derived  to  meet  the  interest 
of  the  debt,  and  the  current  expenses  of  the 
establishments  required  to  carry  on  the  works? 
When  this  £150,000,  authorized  by  this  Bill, 
has  been  raised,  the  debt  of  the  Greymouth 
Harbour  will  be  £300,000,  or  thereabouts ;  and 
therefore  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  know 
from  what  source  interest  and  sinking  fund  on 
that  large  sum  will  be,  or  be'  likely  to  be,  pro- 
vided. I  see  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial 
Secretary  has  given  notice  of  an  amendment 
proposing  to  niake  a  charge  of  dd.  per  ton  on 
coal  shipped  in  the  harbour,  as  a  kind  of  addi- 
tion to  the  revenue.  Whether  that  wUl  be  suf- 
ficient or  not  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  think  it  is 
very  desirable  the  Council  should  know,  befbie 
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it  proceeds  to  pass  the  Bill,  what  will  be  the 
probable  resources  of  the  Greyinouth  Harbour 
-Board,  and  what  are  the  chances  of  necessary 
interest  and  sinking  fund  being  recovered  out 
of  the  revenne  of  the  Board. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  not  going  to 
object  to  the  passing  of  these  Bills,  because  I 
think  they  are  necessary,  and  that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  necessity  for  us  to  try  and  get  coal  out  of 
these  harbours  by  whatever  means  are  available. 
The  only  objection  I  have  is  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  is  proposed  to  be  done  ;  for  I  would 
myself  rather  have  seen  the  Government  put 
these  amounts  on  the  estimates,  and  let  the 
works  be  carried  out  by  the  colony.      There 
would  then  be  proper  supervision,  and  as  the 
works  proceeded  we  should  see  the  effect,  and 
they  might  be  stopped  or  otherwise  as  circum- 
stances might  show  was  desirable.    Then,  as 
to  raising  the  money,  it  will  be  virtually  the 
I       colony  raising  it,  but  still  it  will  be  raised  by  a 
I       process  under  which,  I  venture  to  say,  it  will 
'      cost  ns  considerably  more  for  interest,  notwith- 
standing the   Government  guarantee  and  the 
1      good  security,  than  if  it  were  borrowed  direct 
i      by  the  Government.    The  Board  will  have  to 
pay  a  higher  rato  of  interest  than  the  Colonial 
Government  would  have  to  pay;  and  I  think, 
'       under  those  circumstances,  it  would  be  better  if 
the  Government  provided  the  money  and  car- 
ried out  the  works.    However,  I  am  not  going 
to  quarrel  with  the  Bill  on  that  account ;  and 
there  is  a  provision,  under  which  it  will  no  doubt 
soon  be  necessary  to  act,  that  the  Government 
'       can  step  in  and  take  over  the  harbours,  aud  I 
hope  that  before  long  they  will  do  so.     There 
is  another  matter  I  object  to,  and  that  is  to 
the  railways  being  made  a  security  under  these 
Bills.     That   is  the  thin  end   of   the   wedge 
[       towards  leasing  the  railways.    I  do  not  like  that 
I      provision,  and  I  would  rather  see  security  of 
some  other  nature  given  instead  of  the  railways. 
I      As  to  the  notice  on  the  Order  Paper,  I  think  it 
is  perfectly  right  that  a  rate  should  be  charged 
on  coal  after  a  certain  time,  and  I  do  not  think 
the  companies  should  object  to  pay  that.    If 
all  these  sources  of  revenue  were  totalled  up,  I 
think  it  would  be  found  that  we  are  making 
endowments  to  spare.     However,  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and 
the  points  I  have  referred  to  are  mostly  points 
which  can  be  considered  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— The  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  has  said  it  would  be 
almost  hopeless  to  attempt  to  confine  the  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject  to  the  one  Bill  the 
second  reading  of  which  has  been  moved ;  and 
under  these  circumstances  it  will  be  permis- 
sible for  me  to  take  a  somewhat  wider  ground 
in  speaking  on  this  Bill  than  otlierwise  would 
be  the  case.  I  think  the  two  Bills  must  be 
considered  together,  and  the  few  remarks  I 
have  to  offer  on  this  occasion  will  refer  to  the 
action  I  shall  take  in  regard  to  eacli  of  these 
measures.  I  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean 
that  it  is  very  desirable  we  should  do  all  in  our 
power  to  develop  the  working  of  the  coal-mea- 
fiores  on  the  West  Coast,  thereby  rendering 
ouzBelves  independent  of  foreign  supplies  for 
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the  portion  of  our  consumption  of  coal  which 
is  at  present  derived  from  outside  sources.  It 
is  a  matter  of  the  utngost  colonial  importance 
that  we  should  do  this,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  any  action  we  take  in  that  direc- 
tion will  receive  the  concurrence  of  the  colony 
at  large.  But  I  think  we  ought  to  weigh  well 
what  we  are  about,  and  that  we  ought:  to  be 
cautious  as  regards  the  manner  of  our  pro- 
ceeding. What  is  the  evidence  we  have  as  to 
the  extent  of  the.  coal  in  this  district  ?  The 
evidence  is  that  at  Greymouth  there  is  enough 
coal,  not,  as  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
says,  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  colony  for 
thousands  of  years,  but  still  undoubtedly  enough 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  colony  for  many 
years.  There  is  evidence,  likewise,  to  the  effect 
that  at  Westport  there  is  coal  sufficient  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  colony  for  many  years 
to  come.  Now,  I  think  we  should  have  all  the 
advantage  we  can  expect  to  realize  from  placing 
ourselves  in  a  position  of  independence  as  re- 
gards our  consumption  of  coal  in  the  colony  if 
we  confine  our  attention  to  one  of  these  mea- 
sures. If  we  can  get  all  the  coal  required  for 
the  colony  from  one  of  these  harbours,  why 
should  we  incur  a  very  large  expenditure  in 
developing  two  of  these  harbours  at  the  same 
time?  Why,  if  we  can  get  coal  sufficient  for 
all  our  requirements  irom.  one  harbour,  should 
we  go  to  a  large  expense  to  develop  the  other 
harbour,  thereby  enabling  one  coal  company 
to  compete  with  another,  to  cut  each  other's 
throats  and  to  render  both  undertakings  pro- 
bably unsuccessful?  This  is  one  of  the  in- 
stances of  the  reckless  mode  in  which  we 
involve  ourselves  in  unduly  large  liabilities  in 
matters  in  which  we  should  proceed  cautiously 
and  deliberately.  We  are  too  anxious  to  do  all 
things  at  the  same  time.  We  have  just  passed 
a  Bill  to  make  a  railway  to  bring  coal  from  the 
West  Coast  to  Canterbury  to  supply  the  re- 
quirements there :  at  the  same  time  we  are  told, 
in  the  Public  Works  Statement,  that  it  is  de- 
sirable to  open  a  line  of  railway  in  Canterbury 
to  enable  some  coal  of  inferior  quality  there  to 
be  brought  into  competition  with  the  coal  to 
bring  which  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway 
is  mainly  intended  to  be  constructed.  So  here, 
instead  of  confining  our  attention  to  ono  thing 
which  could  supply  all  our  requirements,  w& 
plunge  into  a  variety  of  undertakings,  and 
pledge  the  colony  to  an  extent  altogether  be- 
vond  what  is  necessary.  Now,  it  is  through 
bearing  in  mind  these  principles  that  my  vote 
will  be  influenced.  The  evidence  is  that  we 
can  get  at  Greymouth  all  the  coal  that  we 
require  for  the  colony,  and  I  shall  vote  for- 
the  Greymouth  Bill ;  and,  if  we  can  get  all 
the  coal  we  require  for  the  colony  at  Grey-, 
mouth,  why  should  we  go  on  with  large  works 
at  Westport  ?  No  reasonable  man  would  pro- 
ceed in  such  a  way  in  business  matters.  Aui 
honourable  friend  behind  me  mentions  "  the 
export  trade."  That  is  not  worth  consideration. 
It  is  perfectly  clear  that  we  camiot  compete  in 
the  coal-export  trade  with  Australia,  because 
vessels  going  to  China  and  other  places  can 
call  and  load  with  coal  at  Newcastle  without. 
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going  out  of  their  way,  while,  if  they  came  to 
New  Zealand  to  load  coal,  it  would  be  several 
days*  voyage  out  of  their  way.  If  there  is  to 
be  any  export  trade,  Greymouth  will  meet  all 
the  requirements  of  that  trade  for  many  years 
to  come.  The  evidence  is  that  the  immense 
quantities  of  coal  at  Greymouth  will  be  suf- 
ficient for  the  colony,  and  for  an  export  trade,  if 

•  there  is  any,  for  many  years.  I  Gksk  again,  why, 
under  those  circumstances,  should  we  incur 
an  expenditure  of  £500,000  in  connection  with 
the  Westport  Harbour  ?  Sir,  I  shall  vote  for 
the  Greymouth  Harbour  Bill  for  the  reasons  I 
have  stated,  and,  if  that  Bill  passes  its  second 
reading,  I  shall  vote  against  the  Westport  Har- 
bour Bill ;  but,  if  the  Greymouth  Bill  does  not 
meet  with  the  sanction  of  the  Council,  then, 
regarding  it  as  a  matter  of  imperative  necessity 
that  we  should  do  all  in  our  power  to  develop 
the  coal  fields  of  the  colony,  I  shall  vote  for 
the  Westport  Harbour  Bill.  But  I  do  not 
consider  both  Bills  requisite,  and  sliall  vote  in 
favour  of  one  only. 

The  Hon.  Captain  PRASER.— In  the  discus- 
sion of  this  question  I  am  proud  to  know  that 
one  man  has  towered  above  all  his  colleagues 
in  the  Cabinet,  above  all  those  who  are  ac- 
tuated by  party  feeling,  and  above  all  those 
who  are  actuated  by  the  peddling  feeling  that 
in  voting  for  the  Bill  they  would  be  conferring 
some  great  advantage  on  the  shareholders  in 
the  mines.  Major  Atkinson  said  last  session 
that  whoever  sits  on  these  benches  must  look 
upon  the  Bill  for  the  Harbour  of  Westport  as 
-a  colonial  measure.  Ten  years  ago  I  was  very 
desirous  that  we  should  have  a  central  gaol  at 
Westport,  and  that  we  should  use  the  con- 
victs to  develop  the  coal-mines  there,  as  they 
do  in  the  States  of  North  America.  I  say  now 
that  I  should  like  to  see  the  Government  take 
these  two  ports  into  their  own  hands,  and  not 
only  the  ports,  but  the  coal.  They  should  re- 
.sume  the  whole  of  these  mines,  giving  proper 
eompensation  for  them,  and  working  them  with 
their  own  convicts.  That  has  been  done  in 
other  parts  of  the  world ;  and  why  should  it  not 
bo  done  here  ?  If  they  do  that,  there  will  be  a 
large  town  — one  of  the  largest  towns  in  the 
colony  —  at  Westport ;  and  before  three  years 
there  would  be  a  compulsory  railway  from 
Westport  to  Nelson,  tapping  the  whole  of  the 
Wanganui  District  to  supply  Westport  with  pro- 
visions. That,  Sir,  womd  be  a  great  blessing ; 
and  I  say  again  I  should  be  very  glad  to  see 
the  Government  make  these  harbours.  They 
could  do  the  work  more  cheaply  and  more  effi- 
•ciently  than  under  the  metnod  proposed  by 
this  Bill.  And  I  should  like  to  see  them  take 
into  their  hands  the  coal  also.  But,  if  that  is 
not  possible,  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  second 
readmg  of  the  Bill.  I  have  been  told,  *'  You 
have  an  interest;  you  should  not  vote."  Sir, 
if  I  were  mixed  up  with  a  scheme  to  obtain 
Maori  lands,  and  a  Bill  dealing  with  them  were 
brought  in,  I  would  not  vote  for  it ;  but  I  shall 
not  be  ashamed  to  vote  here.  I  have  put  my 
money  into  it,  it  is  helping  to  develop  a  great 
industry,  and  I  am  not  at  all  ashamed  of  it. 
.    The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— Sir,  the 

.^         Hon.  Mr,  Waterhou$$ 


honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
has  started  a  new  code  of  morality.  Where  he 
is  interested  he  thinks  it  quite  proper  to  vote  ; 
but,  where  he  is  not  interested,  if  he  were 
interested  he  would  not  vote.  We  shall  see, 
directly,  when  the  voting  takes  place,  whether 
Greymouth  or  Westport  gets  the  larger  sap- 
port,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  judge  then  how  far 
the  interests  of  the  colony  and  how  far  other 
interests  are  concerned ;  because  it  has  been 
absolutely  shown  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  W^aterhonse 
that  for  £100,000  we  can  get  all  the  coal  that 
is  likely  to  be  wanted  for  a  hundred  years,  and 
that  there  can  be  no  reasonable  ground  £6£ 
voting  £500,000  to  get  a  duplicate  supply  from 
nearly  the  same  part  of  the  country.  I  am 
very  sorry  to  see  one  part  of  the  colony,  as  ui 
invariably  the  case,  so  much  more  considered 
than  another,  and  if  anything  was  required  to 
be  added  to  our  injury  I  think  we  who  live  in 
this  Island  have  received  it  within  the  last  few 
days.  Sir,  if  such  a  proposal  as  this  had  been 
made  for  the  North  Island,  to  develop  the 
North  Island  coal  fields,  it  would  have  been 
scouted,  hurried,  and  driven  out  of  Parliament ; 
but,  because  it  is  for  the  happy  South  Island, 
there  is  to  be  no  limit ;  we  are  to  give  £12,000 
a  year — £12,000  in  royalty;  to  become  liable 
for  an  immense  debt  raised  anyhow;  and  to 
pro\nde  two  harbours  for  their  benefit,  and  not 
for  the  benefit  of  the  colony.  It  is  said  there 
is  the  foreign  trade,  and  it  is  for  the  foreign 
trade  and  not  for  the  good  of  New  Zealand 
that  the  owners  of  the  mines  desire  these 
works,  —  to  make  the  coal  cheap  for  export, 
not  cheap  in  this  country.  As  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouso  has  told  us,  we  are  to  be  put  to 
a  huge  expense,  and  it  will  then  turn  out 
that  it  could  not  be  undertaken  profitably. 
It  should  be  made  clear,  before  the  colony 
undertakes  an  expenditure  to  enable  these  in- 
dustries to  flourish,  that  the  colony  will  get 
something  out  of  them.  I  fail  to  see  what  the 
colony  is  to  get.  We  know  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  companies  are  most  happy.  If 
any  honourable  gentleman  will  read  the  stand- 
ing advertisement  in  the  Australian  papers  they 
will  find  that  these  companies  do  not  want 
anything.  There  never  was  such  a  statement 
as  that.  Honourable  gentlemen  can  read  it 
for  themselves  in  the  library ;  I  will  not  inflict 
it  upon  them  now.  According  to  that,  there  is 
certainly  no  occasion  to  come  to  the  rescue  of 
these  parties.  But,  if  we  are  to  do  so,  let  us  be 
reasonable — let  us  take  the  cheaper  course. 
If  an  expenditure  of  £100,000  will  supply  New 
Zealand  with  coal  for  a  hundred  years,  why 
sipend  £600,000  ?  And  it  must  be  remembered 
that  this  is  the  fag-end  of  a  long  story.  We 
have  given  them  half  a  million  of  money 
already.  What  is  to  be  the  return  ?  We  were 
told,  when  it  suited  them  to  be-little  the  popu- 
lation, that  the  whole  population,  including 
Hokitika,  was  only  twenty  thousand  people. 
It  may  be  more  than  that ;  but  here  we  find 
£220,000  has  been  spent  at  Westport,  and 
£314,000  at  Greymouth.  Coming  back  to  the 
first  principle,  we  have  been  accused  in  the 
North  Island  of  having,  by  our  numbers  in  th^ 
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plftce,  rejected  a  certain  Bill  because  we  were 
determined  t(^allow  no  advantages  to  the  South 
Island.  Now,  what  arc  the  facts  ?  The  popu- 
lation of  the  North  Island,  compared  with  the 
South,  is  as  two  to  three,  and  yet,  according 
to  the  latest  published  returns  appended  to 
the  Public  Works  Statement,  there  has  been 
expended  £5,556,000  in  the  North  Island,  and 
jno,282,000  in  the  South  Island.  That  is 
what  is  past ;  and  this  session  we  are  passing 
several  millions  more  of  public  money  for  ex- 
penditure in  the  South  Island;  and  we  have 
nothing  but  that  perpetual  promise,  together 
with  a  little  sympathy,  that  we  get  from  session 
to  session  respecting  the  North  Island  Trunk 
Bailway.  Then,  as  to  the  coal  industries,  how 
are  we  treated  ?  There  was  a  coal  mine  at 
Eawakawa,  and  the  railway  was  put  there; 
but  they  said  that  that  railway  was  not  to  be 
made  until  the  company  had  been  compelled 
to  pay  rent.  True  it  is  that  the  company's 
coal  has  fallen  out,  and  the  company  has 
broken  down  of  late ;  but  thero  is  the  fact 
that  the  rent  was  collected,  and  that  the  line 
was  not  to  be  made  till  that  was  done.  Why 
should  the  Greymouth  people  be  exempted 
from  that,  except  that  what  is  sauce  for  the 
goose  is  not  sauce  for  the  gander?  I  should 
be  the  last  person  to  raise  such  a  question  as 
this  as  between  the  two  Islands  :  it  is  a  thing 
I  have  never  done  before ;  but  I  say  I  have  a 
right  to  do  it  when  the  Premier  of  this  colony 
publishes  over  and  over  again — and  it  appears 
m  all  the  papers — that  the  members  of  this 
Council  resist  grants  of  money  to  the  South 
merely  because  we  want  it  for  the  North. 
When  that  is  the  case,  I  have  the  right  to 
make  a  comparison  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
Kot  only  are  we  asked  to  give  money  ajid  a 
great  deal  of  colonial  wealth  to  help  specula- 
tion in  the  South  Island,  but  we  are  actually 
called  upon  to  do  the  thing  in  duplicate,  and 
to  do  it  at  a  cost  six  times  greater  than  is  really 
required.  If  we  must  pass  this  Greymouth 
Bill  let  us  make  a  big  mouth  and  let  them 
have  it  as  it  stands,  but  do  not  let  us  stultify 
ourselves  by  passing  the  Westport  Bill  as  well. 
If  we  will  not  do  that,  if  the  interests  of  West- 
port  are  so  much  greater  than  those  of  Grey- 
mouth, then  let  us  transpose  the  thing — pass 
the  Westport  Bill  and  reject  the  Greymouth 
Bill.  To  pass  both  is  obviously  unnecessary: 
that  has  been  clearly  proved.  In  my  opposi- 
tion I  am  actuated  by  no  feeling  against  the 
Middle  Island;  I  am  acting  upon  the  simple 
ground  that  it  is  unjust  to  the  people  of  this 
country  to  take  this  huge  amoimt  of  money 
and  throw  it  away  in  a  speculation  which  at 
present  has  to  do  with  purely  private  interests. 
Would  the  colony  grant  a  million  of  money  to 
forward  the  sheep-farming  interests  in  Canter- 
bury, Otago,  or  Hawke's  Bay?  Would  they 
help  the  agricultural  interest  by  the  gift  of  a 
million  of  money?  If  not,  why  should  this 
coal  industry  get  it?  An  honourable  gentle- 
man said  just  now  that  he  would  like  to  see 
the  Government  take  it  up.  It  must  bo  ob- 
vious that  there  is  a  disposition  to  get  every 
bad  bargain  into  the  hands  of  the  Government, 


and  we  shall  have  nothing  but  Bills  of  this 
description  till  we  take  it.  It  would  be  the 
cheapest  course  to  take  by  a  great  deal  to  buy 
up  tne  shares  of  the  Westport  Colliery  Com- 
pany and  have  done  with  it,  as  we  did  those  of 
the  distillery  companies  some  years  ago.  I  begin 
now  almost  to  regret  that  we  allowed,  at  any 
time,  bargains  to  be  taken  over  by  the  colony 
at  all.  I  remember  when  we  first  began  with 
the  deferred-payment  selectors :  we  have  dealt 
three  times  with  them,  and  now  I  understand 
there  is  another  relief  Bill  to  come  in  in  a  few 
days.  It  is  always  the  case :  Parliament  is 
always  asked  to  undo  these  bargains  afterwards, 
and,  wherever  the  Government  is  the  least  bit 
interested,  that  is  made  the  excuse  for  taking 
the  concern  over.  They  have  not  asked  us  to 
take  the  Westport  Company  over,  but  the  Hon. 
Captain  Fraser  has  made  the  suggestion.  The 
argument  for  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway 
was  that  it  would  establish  a  coal  industry : 
now  here  it  is  said  wo  have  an  industry  esta- 
blished, and  must  conserve  it  at  any  cost.  Sir, 
I  shall  follow  the  example  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  and  support  this  Bill.  I  shall  vote 
against  the  Westport  Bill.  If  there  is  any  mo- 
tion to  transpose  them,  and  this  Bill  is  thrown 
out,  and  the  Westport  Bill  comes  up,  I  shall 
vote  in  favour  of  it,  though  it  is  rather  more 
expensive. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.  — Sir,  I  should 
not  rise  to  address  the  Council  but  for  some 
remarks  made  by  the  last  speaker.  Sir  George 
Whitmore,  who  asked  us  whether  there  was 
any  benefit  to. be  derived  by  the  colony  from 
these  ports.  Has  the  honourable  gentleman 
ever  gone  into  any  calculation  as  to  whether 
the  colony  would  benefit  by  them?  I  will 
simply  tell  him  how  the  colony  will  benefit. 
Wc  all  know  that  coals  have  a  certain  market- 
able price ;  and  if  we  facilitate  the  working  of 
these  coal  fields,  the  principal  matter  being 
the  carriage  of  coals,  we  must  expect  that, 
without  any  doubt,  the  price  of  coals  will  be 
considerably  reduced,  to  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  the  colony  and  of  the  Government 
itself,  which  is  a  great  consumer  of  coal  on 
the  State  railways.  I  can  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that,  if  the  Harbours  of  West- 
port  and  Greymouth  are  made  accessible  to 
vessels  of  larger  tonnage,  the  price  of  coals 
must  of  necessity  come  down  considerably, 
probably  as  much  as  8s.,  4s.,  or  6s.  per  ton. 
That  would  be,  on  600,000  tons  of  coal,  the  very 
large  amount  of  £80,000  or  £100,000  per  annum, 
by  which  the  colony  would  profit.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  knows  very  well  that  there  is 
nothing  like  competition.  They  say  it  is  the 
life  of  trade  ;  and  there  can  be  no  harm  in  two 
harbours  caxrying  on  the  same  trade.  But 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  the  coals  in 
the  Westport  and  Greymouth  coal  fields  are  of 
a  somewhat  different  character,  and.  both  are 
celebrated  for  particular  qualities.  Tlierei  a 
scarcely  a  better  steam-coal  in  existence  than 
the  Westport  coal,  and  there  is  not  a  better 
gas-coal  all  over  the  world  than  the  Grc} mouth 
coal ;  and  therefore  the  interests  of  those  two 
ports,  although  otherwise  identical,  would  not 
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touch  each  other  in  their  competition  for  trade 
in  New  Zealand.  I  can  assure  honourable 
members  that  the  expenditure  on  the  Grey- 
mouth  Harbour  works,  the  Bill  for  which  is 
now  before  the  Coimcil,  will  in  no  case  exceed 
the  amount  which  appears  to  be  asked  for  by 
the  Bill.  That  sum  will  finish  the  harbour 
works  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  Sir 
John  Coode.  Those  plans  have  been  followed 
hitherto,  and  have  been  found  most  success- 
ful in  every  respect.  Where  vessels  drawing 
about  8ft.  had  great  difficulty  in  entering  that 
harbour,  now  we  have  vessels  coming  there 
drawing  12ft.  or  13ft.  and  more,  and  going  away 
with  full  cargoes  of  coal,  showing  the  success  of 
the  undertaking;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  when 
the  works  are  carried  out  Siccording  to  the 
plans  of  Sir  John  Coode,  the  result  will  be  very 
satisfactory.  Nor  should  it  bo  forgotten,  as 
the  Bill  asks  for  £100,000,  that  the  Greymouth 
Harbour,  as  such,  has  still  a  claim  arising  fron^ 
money  voted  when  the  Three-Million  Loan  was 
agreed  to.  There  was  then  £100,000  set  aside 
for  the  harbours  on  the  West  Coast.  That 
was  for  Greymouth  and  Hokitika,  and  out  of 
that  loan  for  the  Greymouth  Harbour  works 
only  the  sum  of  £26,000  has  been  obtained. 
Greymouth  is  still  entitled  to  a  share  out  of 
the  loan  which  is  to  be  negotiated  at  the 
beginning  of  next  year.  Therefore  our  claim  is 
about  £60,000  or  £70,000.  When  this  very  im- 
portant work  is  finished  1  have  no  doubt  the 
Government  will  be  only  too  anxious  to  take 
everything  back — to  take  charge  of  the  railway 
and  the  harbour,  and  to  take  charge  of  the 
collecting  of  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
this;  and  it  will  bo  found  that  the  revenues 
to  bo  derived  from  the  export  of  coal,  and  the 
harbour  dues  at  Greymouth,  and  the  railways 
for  carrying  those  coals,  will  more  than  cover 
all  the  expenditure.  Therefore  I  hope  that 
honourable  members  will  not  object  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  We  find  that  the 
Government  have  already  commenced  to  make 
new  additions,  and,  in  point  of  fact,  to  do  nothing 
less  than  to  raise  the  royalty  from  6d.  to  9d. 
per  ton,  which  will  make  a  very  considerable 
difference  in  the  revenue,  and  which  will  corae 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  owners  of  the 
mines. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  have  risen  had  it  not  been  for  the 
remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  and  the 
Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  seems  to  think  that  it  would  be 
advisable  to  proceed  with  the  Greymouth  and 
not  with  the  Wostport  Harbour,  and  he  gives  as 
his  reason  that,  if  we  can  get  plenty  of  coals  at 
Grej'mouth,  we  should  not  expend  a  large  sum 
of  money  at  Westport.  Now,  as  has  been  stated 
hj  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann,  the  coal  at  Grey- 
mouth and  the  coal  at  Westport  aro  very  dis- 
similar. The  Greymouth  coal  is  the  best  gas 
coal  in  the  known  world.  In  Victoria  and 
South  Australia  they  are  quite  prepared  to  pay 
8s.  a  ton  more  for  it  than  for  coal  from  New- 
castle, in  New  South  Wales ;  but  the  great 
difficulty  is  to  get  that  coal  conveyed  to  Vic- 
toria or  South  Australia,  for  the  very  good 
Hon,  Mr,  Lahmann 


reason  that  the  Harbours  of  Greymouth  and 
Westport    will    not,    in    their    present    states  ! 
admit   the   loading   of   large    vessels.     Now, 
I  deny  entirely  that  it  would  be  at  aU  pot*  ; 
sible  for  Greymouth  to  supply  all  the  ceil  i 
for  which  there  would  be  a  demand.     I  lo^  ; 
upon  it  that  the  demand  is  unlimited  and  tfas 
supply  is  unlimited,  and  that  the  colony  would 
be  domg  wrong  in  not  encouraging  the  exposib  -i 
of  coal  to  the  very  largest  extent  that  it  is  ift  j 
our  power  to  do.    The  Hon.  Mr.  WaterhouiS  ; 
said  that  we  could  not  compete  with  New- 
castle coal.     I  am  prepared  to  say  that  nol  \ 
only  can  we  compete  with,  but  we  can  undet- 
sell  Newcastle,  and  supply  a  better  coal — thift  ; 
is,  provided  the  harbours  are  made  to  admit  ; 
large  bottoms.    I  liave  taken  a  great  interest  : 
in  the  formation  of  these  harbours  ever  sinw  j 
1870.      I    have    been    twitted    with    being  A 
shareholder  in  the  Westport  Coal  Company;  < 
but  it  was  only  lately  that  I  did  become  Ik 
shareholder.    To  show  that  I  am  consistent, 
I  proposed  in   1870,  when   the  public  woikt 
scheme  was  before  the   other   branch   of  ths  . 
Legislature,  that  £500,000  should  be  expended 
in  opening  up   these  coal  fields  on  the  west 
coast  of  the  Middle  Island;   so  that  I  have 
been  perfectly  coiLsistent :  and,  if  the  Govern* 
ment  had  expended  a  million  sterling  therSt 
instead  of  squandering  it  all  over  the  colony  on 
gold  fields  and  in  roads  and  bridges,  I  say  it 
would  be  returning  to  the  colony  at  the  pis- 
sent  time  at  least  £500,000  per  annum.     In 
order  to  work  these  fields  a  number  of  people 
must  have  been  employed  and  settled  in  the 
district,  so  that  at  least  half  a  million  sterling 
per  annum  would  have  been  obtained  in  the 
shape   of  Customs   and  other  taxes.     And  it 
would  have  provided  a  means  of  export  by 
which  we   could  have  increased  the  produc- 
tions of  the  colony.    My  honourable  friend  Sit 
George  W^hitmore  says  he  shall  see  whether 
Westport  or  Greymouth  gets  the  greatest  sup- 
port.   Well,  I  intend  to  support  both.     I  be- 
lieve in  both   tho  harbours,  and  I  intend  to 
support  both  Bills.     I  hope  this  Council  wiU 
not  bo  led  away  by  such  remarks  as  those  of 
tho  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  and  tho  Hon. 
^Ir.    Waterhouse,    but   will   pass    both    Bills. 
The  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore  said  that  such 
a  proposal  as  this,  if  made  on  behalf  of  the 
North  Island,  would  have  been  scouted.  '  Well, 
all   I   can  say   is  that   there    have    been  far 
greater  proposals  for  the  North  Island  that  have 
not  been  scouted — proposals  which  have  not 
turned  out  at  all  so  satisfactory  as  these  har- 
bours will  turn  out.     Then,   the  honourable 
gentleman  says  that  about  half  a  million  has 
been  expended  in  tho.se  districts.    Well,  I  be- 
lieve there  has  been  fully  that  expended ;  but 
then,  if  we  take  what  revenue  has  been  brought 
into  the  colony  from  the  districts 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— Nothing 
at  all. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  REYNOLDS.— "Nothing  at 
all  I "  I  have  a  return  in  my  hand  which 
shows  that  during  last  year  the  colony  received 
from  Westport  £17,768,  and  from  GreymoatU 
£11,415. 
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The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.  —  What 
from? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  —  From  coal- 
fields. I  have  the  return  here,  which  he  can 
me. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.— It  is  our 
property. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— But  the  colony 
camiot  expect  to  derive  these  revenues  without 
doing  something;  and  I  have  another  return 
in  my  hand,  showing  that  the  West  Coast  has 
contributed  £1,285,533  to  the  Customs  revenue 
alone.  That  is  more  than  Hawke's  Bay  has 
done  since  its  existence.  With  regard  to  the 
mining  districts,  I  may  as  well  refer  to  the 
exports,  which  I  find,  from  the  settlements 
established  on  the  West  Coast,  have  amounted 
to  £10,566,856.  Well,  I  may  state,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Harbour  of  Westport  —  which,  as 
•  I  have  said,  is  the  one  that  I  am  better  ac- 
quainted with — that  the  estimated  output  for 
the  current  year  is  no  lees  than  100,000  tons  by 
one  company  alone,  the  Westport  Coal  Com- 
pany. If  the  harbour  only  permitted  large 
vessels  to  enter  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that 
the  export  from  that  port  could  be  increased  to 
1,000,000  tons  per  annum.  And  I  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that 
an  export  of  1,000,000  tons  per  annum  would 
involve  the  emplojmient  of  somewhere  about 
5,000  miners.  Well,  you  might  take  these  as 
having,  on  an  average,  a  family  of  four  each ; 
which  would  give  20,000  souls.  Then,  there 
would  be  the  camp-followers,  such  as  butchers 
and  bakers,  and  shopkeepers,  and  doctors; 
and  I  must  not  forget  the  lawyers,  seeing 
that  they  are  a  necessary  evil,  I  suppose.  You 
might  take  the  number  of  these  camp-followers 
at  1,250:  that  is  about  the  nsual  proportion 
for  that  number  of  population  throughout  the 
colony.  Taking  the  same  average  to  a  family, 
that  would  give  5,000,  or  a  total  of  25,000, 
in  Westport  alone.  According  to  the  present 
average  of  what  each  one  pays  to  the  revenue 
of  the  colony,  that  would  produce  to  the  con- 
solidated revenue  of  the  colony  somewhere 
abont  £120,000.  The  deposits  of  coal  in  West- 
port 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  I  beg  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not  the  Westport 
Harbour  Bill  that  is  now  before  the  Council, 
but  the  Greymouth  Harbour  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  understood 
that,  as  the  Bills  were  so  similar,  the  discussion 
was  to  be  taken  on  both  at  the  same  time. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  understood  that 
tiiis  is  the  second  reading  of  the  Greymouth 
Harbour  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Is  not  the  dis- 
cussion, Sir,  to  be  allowed  on  both  Bills  to- 
gether ? 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.  —  That  was  the 
understanding. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  stated  at  the 
outset  that  I  was  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
the  Greymouth  Harbour  as  with  the  Westport 
Harbour.  I  hold  that  they  are  both  necessary 
harboTurs,  and  both  should  be  made  as  good 
40  possible,  and  without  loss  of  any  time.    In 


order  to  show  that  there  is  no  lack  of  coal 
there,  I  may  quote  the  estimates  of  Mr.  Her- 
bert Cox,  lately  of  the  Geological  Department, 
who  estimates  the  total  yield  of  the  field  at 
140,000,000  tons  —  that  is,  in  Westport.  Now, 
I  will  just  refer  to  the  obligations  under  which 
the  colony  rests  both  to  the  Grey  coal  fields 
and  to  the  Westport  coal  fields. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— Am  I  to 
understand  that  140,000,000  tons  is  the  esti- 
mated quantity  of  coal  in  the  whole  district  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— It  is  the  esti- 
mated quantity  in  the  BuUer  district. 
An  Hon.  Member. — What  can  be  seen  ? 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— That  is  what 
the  Geological  Department  state  to  be  the  de- 
posit of  coal.  A  report  laid  before  a  meeting 
lately  held  at  Westport  says, — 

<*  The  deposits  of  coal  in  the  Buller  district 
are  almost  illimitable  in  extent,  as  may  be  seen 
in  the  various  reports  furnished  to  the  Govern- 
ment by  geologists  employed  for  the  purpose. 
Mr.  S.  Herbert  Cox,  F.R.G.S.,  estimates  the 
total  yield  of  the  field  at  one  hundred  and  forty 
million  tons,  and  other  experts  employed  cor- 
roborate this  statement.  There  are  two  coal 
companies  in  full  operation  upon  the  field — viz., 
the  Westport  Coal  Company  and  the  Koranui 
Coal  Company.  The  former  company  has  ex- 
pended upwards  of  £170,000,  and  has  a  most 
complete  plant,  self-acting  inclines,  tramways, 
steamers,  &o.  It  has  already  produced  and 
sent  for  shipment  500  tons  per  diem,  and  is 
capable  of  working  up  to  2,000  tons  per  diem. 
The  Koranui  Company  has  expended  upwards 
of  £50,000,  and  is  now  in  complete  working 
order,  although  some  further  improvements  to 
its  inclines  are  contemplated.^' 

That  was  two  years  ago.  It  is  now  up  to 
100,000  tons.  The  company  now  has  its  own 
steamers ;  and,  if  the  steamers  would  only  load 
full  cargoes  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  they 
would  be  able  to  ship  from  there  at  least 
120,000  to  130,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.— For  what 
reason  cannot  they  come  up  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— There  is  not 
water  enough  on  the  bar.  However,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  worth  while  to  trouble  the  Council 
with  any  more  extracts,  but  I  can  state  this : 
that  there  has  been  a  contract  of  208,000  tons 
which  could  have  been  had  for  Victoria,  if  we 
had  been  able  to  send  it  out  in  bottoms  carry- 
ing 1,200  to  1,500  tons.  The  report  I  before 
referred  to  says, — 

"  The  Westport  Harbour  is  naturally  deeper 
than  that  of  Newcastle,  the  great  coal  port  of 
New  South  Wales;  and  so  late  as  1860  the 
River  Tyne,  in  England,  was  in  a  worse  condi- 
tion than  the  Buller  at  present,  vessels  drawing 
12ft.  sometimes  taking  weeks  to  get  to  sea.  By 
a  judicious  expenditure,  the  depth  has  been 
increased  to  36ft.  at  high  water,  and  24ft.  at 
low  water.  The  export  from  the  Tyne  was  last 
year  8,000,000  tons  of  coal.  England  affords 
many  precedents  of  this  kind,  and  it  is  self- 
evident  that,  if  the  harbour  improvements  at 
Home  had  not  kept  pace  with  the  extension  of 
trade,  England  would  not  now  conmiand  the 
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first  place  among  commercial  nations.  Let 
that  consideration  have  due  weight,  and  the 
importance  of  the  work  here  advocated  will  be- 
come plain.  From  a  colonial  point  of  yiew  the 
Bailer  coal  field  and  harbour  form  a  magnificent 
estate." 

That  is  the  opinion  of  Sir  John  Coode.  I  need 
not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Council  longer.  I 
hope  the  Council  will  support  both  these  Bills ; 
and,  if  the  work  is  a  success  —  which  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  it  will  be — then  these 
harbours  will  be  cleared  of  debt,  and  any  money 
borrowed  upon  them  will  bo  paid  oi!  within 
five  years  after  completion  by  the  royalties  and 
revenues.  I  notice  that  my  honourable  friend 
Dr.  Pollen  smiles,  as  though  he  were  rather 
doubtful  about  that.  I  am  not  a  very  sanguine 
man  myself,  but  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that,  if 
these  harbours  can  only  be  made  so  a£  to  admit 
large  bottoms,  they  will  never  cost  the  colony 
a  single  penny.  With  regard  to  the  royalties 
with  which  it  is  proposed  to  endow  these  har- 
bours, I  do  not  see  that  it  is  any  more  than 
they  have  a  right  to  expect.  It  was  a  promise 
made  at  the  time  when  the  leases  were  granted  ; 
and,  seeing  that  we  are  dispensing  with  our 
gold-fields  royalties  and  handing  them  over  to 
the  counties,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not,  in 
the  same  way,  hand  over  the  royalties  of  these 
coal  fields  for  the  formation  of  these  harbours. 
I  do  trust  that  the  Council  will  pass  both  these 
Bills.  I  do  not  think  they  will  have  any  reason 
to  regret  doing  so. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  BONAR.— Sir,  the  Bill  that 
vfh  have  under  discussion  at  the  present  mo- 
ment is  the  Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
and,  although  many  of  the  arguments  tliat 
apply  to  the  Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill 
would  also  apply  to  the  Westport  Harbour 
Board  Bill,  I  think  it  is  almost  a  pity  that  we 
have  drifted  so  far  from  the  question  really 
under  discussion  as  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill.  I  think  it  would 
be  bettor  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  Greymouth 
Bill.  I  take  it,  from  the  tone  of  the  discussion 
and  the  remarks  of  members  generally,  that  all 
are  agreed  as  to  the  desirability,  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  colony,  of  giving  every  facility  for 
the  development  of  our  coal-measures.  Every 
honourable  member  who  has  spoken  is  most 
thoroughly  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
affording  every  facility  for  bringing  our  coal 
into  the  market  and  developing  the  coal-ex- 
port trade.  The  only  exception  that  was  taken 
to  doing  that  as  a  general  policy  was,  I  think, 
that  taken  by  the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore. 
He  seemed  to  be  of  opinion  that  this  money 
was  to  be  spent  for  the  benefit  of  some  private 
companies.  I  think  the  general  feeling  of  the 
Council  was  not  in  favour  of  that  view  at  all. 
That  is  reducing  it  to  a  very  narrow  limit,  be- 
cause, although  there  may  be  only  a  few  com- 
panies at  present,  there  is  an  immense  area 
containing  coal,  which  only  wants  proper  facili- 
ties for  getting  a  sufficient  output  of  that  coal 
to  enable  other  companies  to  start;  so  that 
the  colony  will  reap  the  benefit,  and  this  is 
not  for  the  benefit  of  particular  shareholders, 
but  it  is  a  national  questioni  and  one  that 
Hon,  Mr,  Reynolds 


affects  the  whole  of  New  Zealand.  In  fq- 
ference  to  the  Greymouth  District,  we  have 
already  had  considerable  experience  as  to  the 
output  of  coal  there.  As  much  as  4,000  tons  of 
coal  per  week  has  been  exported  from  that 
district.  The  harbour  works  have  be€m  very 
successful  indeed ;  and  I  think  that  is  a  very 
important  feature,  and  one  that  we  should 
bear  steadily  in  mind  in  considering  this  ques- 
tion. At  one  time  we  had  the  most  eminent 
engineer  to  report  on  these  works,  but,  until  we 
carried  them  out  to  a  certain  extent,  there  was 
always  an  amount  of  uncertainty  as  to  how  far 
they  would  succeed.  I  can  remember  whoa 
vessels  had  to  wait  till  they  could  come  on  the 
top  of  spring  tides  in  entering  this  harbour, 
and  even  then  they  did  not  always  get  in,  while 
sometimes  they  were  landed  on  the  beach. 
Since  the  stone  wall  has  been  erected  we  have 
had  nearly  10ft.  or  12ft.  at  low  water,  which 
means  20ft.  at  high  water.  Then,  we  have  a 
protection  against  the  very  heavy  seas,  and  I 
have  recently  seen  large  steamers  and  vessels 
cross  the  Greymouth  bar  with  a  sea  running 
such  as  they  would  not  have  dared  to  approach 
before  this  wall  was  thrown  out.  This  proves 
conclusively  to  my  own  mind  that  the  proposed 
scheme  of  Sir  John  Coode  has  been  a  per- 
manent success  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  and  I  feel 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  further  carrying-out 
of  these  works  on  the  same  plan  will  lead  to 
still  further  improvement  of  the  l^ar,  so  that 
vessels  of  larger  capacity  may  cross  it  with  per- 
fect safety  hereafter.  It  is  now  a  matter  of  fact 
that  steamers  of  the  Union  Company  are  able 
to  cross  the  bar  and  take  500  or  GOO  tons  of  cooJ 
away  from  Greymouth  Harbour.  Such  a  thing 
a  few  years  ago  would  have  been  laughed  at, 
and  any  one  suggesting  it  would  have  been 
called  a  maniac  ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  ordinary 
occurrence  now.  This,  I  think,  is  a  very  impor- 
tant feature  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
expenditure  of  money,  because  it  shows  that 
the  plans  we  are  working  on — ^those  of  Sir  John 
Coode — are  a  success,  and  can  be  relied  upon  in 
order  to  improve  the  harbour.  Very  well,  the 
next  question  that  occurs  to  me  is  the  amount 
of  money  to  be  spent  on  them.  That  is  a  mat- 
ter regarding  which  we  can  only  rely  on  our 
engineers.  Then  comes  the  question  about  the 
two  ports ;  and  I  do  not  want  at  the  present 
moment  to  mix  up  more  with  the  Westport 
Harbour  than  I  can  possibly  help,  but  this  has 
been  made  a  feature  of  by  some  speakers.  But, 
even  with  the  improvements  that  we  have  at 
present  effected,  I  believe  that  no  one  port 
singly  will  supply  the  requirements  of  the 
colony,  and  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  to  the 
interest  of  the  colony  that  a  monopoly  should 
be  placed  in  the  possession  of  any  one  port. 
The  main  object  we  have  to  achieve  is  to  bring 
the  price  down  to  the  very  lowest  point,  and 
the  production  of  coal  at  the  cheapest  possible 
rate  will  have  great  effect  in  furthering  the 
interests  of  the  colony,  in  promoting  the  steam 
communication  of  the  colony  both  with  the 
Home-country  and  with  the  other  colonies,  in 
giving  further  facilities  for  meat-freezing,  and 
so  on.     One  industry  will  supplement  others 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.]       Greyvwuth  Harbour         [COUNCIL.] 


Board  Bill. 


136 


in  the  colony,  and  if  we  confine  our  attention 
to  one  port,  and  that  port  is  inadequate  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  colony,  we  shall  make 
a  grand  mistake.  We  shall  be  throwing  the 
whole  monopoly  into  the  hands  of  one  port, 
and  thereby  do  ourselves  a  serious  injury,  al- 
though we  might  x>ossibly  be  conferring  a  groat 
benefit  on  the  proprietors  of  those  mines.  I 
therefore  think,  looking  at  the  matter  from  a 
colonial  point  of  view,  that  every  facility  should 
be  given  for  the  cheap  production  of  coal  and  a 
healthy  competition.  Apart  from  that,  I  do  not 
think  we  should  lose  sight  of  the  large  sums 
of  money  which  have  already  been  expended 
in  promoting  this  industry  in  both  these  ports. 
At  Grey  mouth  £180,000  has  been  expended,  and 
at  Westport  £-2;20,000. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Exclusive  of  rail- 
ways ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  mean  including 
railways.  I  take  the  amounts  froni  the  Public 
Works  Heport.  The  amounts  are  put  down  as 
having  been  expended  on  railways,  and  also 
include  the  amount  spent  on  wharves  as  being 
part  of  the  necessary  completion  to  these  rail- 
ways. We  have  already  gone  to  this  expendi- 
tiu^;  and  are  we  to  allow  it  to  remain  idle 
simply  for  the  want  of  further  expenditure  ?  I 
say  No.  Having  gone  so  far  as  to  encourage 
the  outlay  of  capital  on  these  mines,  with  the 
piospoct  of  other  companies  being  started,  I 
thiuK  it  is  our  duty  to  make  proper  provision 
for  the  output  of  coal.  To  a  large  extent  it  is 
the  quantity  which  is  put  out  which  enables 
the  price  to  be  reduced :  the  outside  expenses 
hang  so  much  upon  that  consideration.  If  you 
haye  only  a  small  output  you  must  add  con^ 
siderably  to  the  price  of  the  coal  in  order  to 
cover  the  expense.  I  think,  therefore,  it  would 
be  a  great  mistake  to  stop  short  just  now  and 
hamper  several  of  these  ports  by  withholding 
this  expenditure.  And,  Sir,  after  all,  what 
does  it  mean  ?  We  are  called  upon  to  give  a 
guarantee,  at  the  outside,  for  £100,000  in  the 
case  of  Greymouth  and  £150,000  in  the  case  of 
Westport,  which  means  £6,000  per  annum  for 
Greymouth  and  £9,000  for  Westport.  But  we 
know  that  the  returns  from  Gre3'mouth  ap- 
proach to  very  nearly  tliatr  amount,  and  when 
the  royalties  are  taken  into  consideration  the 
balance  will  be  very  trifling  indeed,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  colony  will  be  burdened  with  a 
single  penny  on  that  account.  We  are  asked 
to  give  our  guarantee  to  that,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  should  hesitate  in  doing  so.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  has  quoted  statistics,  and 
he  estimates  that,  if  the  port  were  sufficiently 
open  to  allow  large  vessels  to  come  in,  there 
would  be  a  probable  export  of  something  like 
3,000,000  tons  to  foreign  ports,  including  India, 
San  Francisco,  and  tlie  different  ports  of  the 
world,  where  a  fair  share  of  trade  might  be 
expected'.  This  would  add  very  materially  to 
our  national  importance,  and  that  is  a  matter 
which  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of.  The 
amount  we  are  called  upon  to  guarantee  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  very  small  amount,  con- 
sidering the  probability  of  bringing  about  such 
large  results,  especially  when  we   remember 


that  £250,000  has  been  laid  out  on  public  build' 
ings  which  might  have  been  very  well  dis- 
pensed with,  and  the  prospect  of  any  return 
from  which  is  very  slight.  We  have  been  often 
asked  to  spend  £200,000  for  a  railway-station 
here,  and  a  central  gaol  there,  and  so  forth 
—  buildings  very  useful  and  proper  in  their 
way,  no  doubt ;  and  we  ought  not  to  hesitate 
to  guarantee  the  interest  in  the  present  case, 
which  can  be  easily  recouped  from  the  royalties 
and  wharfage  charges,  and  so  forth,  and  which 
will  not  prove  a  burden  to  the  colony  at  large. 
I  shall  give  my  most  hearty  support  to  the 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  and  when  the 
Westport  Harbour  Board  Bill  comes  up  for 
second  reading  I  shall  support  that  too. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— Sir,  I  think 
if  one  of  these  harbours  is  developed  it  will  be 
sufficient.  If  there  is  an  unlimited  quantity  of 
coal  in  one  of  these  harbours  for — I  was  going 
to  say  an  unlimited  time ;  at  any  rate  for — hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  years,  it  shows  there  is 
not  the  slightest  necessity  to  develop  the  coal 
in  both  these  harbours.  Indeed,  what  would 
be  the  effect  if  such  wore  done  ?  One  would  be 
competing  with  the  other.  Wo  are  told  that 
things  are  going  on  in  a  smooth  way,  and  that 
success  is  certain.  If  that  be  so,  and  if  there 
be  no  possibility  of  failure,  where  is  the  neces- 
sity for  the  proposed  guarantee  ?  Then,  in  re- 
gard to  an  export  trade,  where  is  it  proposed 
to  send  this  enormous  quantity  of  coal  ?  Cer- 
tainly not  to  Europe,  nor  to  India. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^Why  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN.— Because  it 
is  sufficiently  warm  there.  I  make  that  answer 
because  I  think  it  is  a  suitable  one  for  the 
question  that  was  asked .  Th  e  honourable  mem^ 
ber  must  be  very  ignorant  of  the  state  of  afiaira 
in  India  if  ho  does  not  know  that  there  is  an 
unlimited  quantity  of  coal  in  India.  Nor  is  it 
necessary  to  send  coal  to  China,  or  to  Australia, 
to  any  extent.  There  is  coal  in  various  parts 
of  Australia  in  enormous  quantities,  and  to 
send  it  there  would  be,  to  repeat  an  old  pro- 
verb, "sending  coal  to  Newcastle.**  Therefore 
I  should  like  to  know  where  this  wonderful  ex- 
port the  Hon.  !Mr.  Reynolds  spoke  of  is  to  go. 
He  speaks  of  an  export  of  a  million  tons  a  year, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  says  there  are  only 
140,000,000  tons  to  export.  So  that  the  whole 
amount  would  be  cleared  out  in  140  years,  at  the 
smallest  rate  of  export.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Lah- 
mann  said,  if  I  understood  him  rightly,  that  the 
Westport  coal  was  of  a  different  quality  from 
that  at  Greymouth,  the  Westport  coal  being  a 
good  steam  coal,  while  that  at  Greymouth  ia. 
good  for  gas.  Well,  I  say  let  us  reserve  our 
steam  coal ;  and  as  to  gas — of  which  there  ia 
plenty  in  different  parts  of  the  colony — it  is 
always  useful.  Gas  not  only  gives  light — of 
which  I  think,  on  the  present  occasion,  we 
might  well  have  had  a  little  more — but  it  also 
gives  heat.  Therefore  I  think,  if  we  have  a 
choice  as  to  which  of  the  coals  we  should  use 
at  the  present  time,  we  should  reserve  our. 
steam  and  our  gas  coal.  Then,  as  to  the  desir- 
ability or  otherwise  of  developing  the  coal  in. 
both  these  places  at  once,  I  am  certainly  in. 
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favour  of  preferring  Greymouth  first  because  of 
the  lesser  cost— £100,000  as  against  £500,000. 
That,  of  course,  means  a  considerable  annual 
saving  in  interest  alone  —  something  like 
£20,000  or  £26,000  a  year.  The  advocates  of 
this  Bill  evidently  show  a  little  too  much.  In 
showing  that  there  is  so  much  coal  there  that 
they  hardly  know  what  to  do  with  it,  I  think 
they  have  rather  "  let  the  cat  out  of  the 
bag,"  because  they  show  that  there  is  not  the 
slightest  necessity  to  develop  these  two  dis- 
tricts. Again,  it  seems  very  amusing  that 
gentlemen  who  are  advocating  the  develop- 
ment of  these  coal-mines  not  exactly  in  what 
I  should  call  a  private  way,  but  requiring  tlie 
*' backing-up "  of  the  colony,  seem  to  ignore 
altogether  the  fact  that  coal  is  to  be  found  in 
other  parts  of  New  Zealand  as  well  as  in  those 
two  places.  Allow  me  to  assure  them  that 
coal  can  be  found  from  pretty  well  the  extreme 
north  of  this  Island  to  the  extreme  south,  and 
of  pretty  good  quality — at  the  Bay  of  Islands, 
Whangarei,  Waikato,  Miranda,  Eaglan,  Aotea, 
Mokau,  and  many  other  places ;  and,  as  we  have 
seen  by  the  map  in  reference  to  the  Main 
Trunk  Railway  of  the  North  Island,  coal  is  to 
be  found  at  various  places  along  the  country 
survc)  ed  for  that  railway.  I  therefore  want  to 
know  why  the  colony  should  be  called  upon  to 
subsidize — for  it  really  is  subsidizing — these  coal 
mines  any  more  than  others.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive anything  more  unjust.  I  shall  certainly 
support  the  one  Bill  only,  and  act  in  the  same 
way  as  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse : 
that  is,  if  the  Greymouth  Bill  is  carried  I  shall 
oppose  the  Westport  Bill,  and  vice  versa. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND.— I  should 
like  to  explain  my  vote  on  this  Bill  shortly, 
reserving  my  chief  argument  for  the  Westport 
Bill,  which  follows.  I  have  on  this  occasion 
great  pleasure  in  supporting  my  honourable 
fi'icnds  on  the  Government  bench.  To  see 
them  united  and  happy  is  an  infinite  pleasure 
in  which  we  all  share.  If  I  needed  anything 
to  convince  me  I  ought  to  vote  for  this  Bill,  it 
would  be  supplied  in  the  very  liberal  expres- 
sions I  have  heard  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lah- 
maun — and  I  hope  he  will  not  be  displeased 
at  my  publishing  them  now — in  the  lobbies, 
when  he  said  that  he  wished  to  see  the  two 
Bills  carried,  but  that,  if  one  of  them  was  to 
fail,  he  would  rather  it  should  be  that  afiecting 
Greymouth,  in  which  ho  was  most  interested. 
That  is  a  very  pleasing  and  interesting  pen- 
dant to  the  remarks  of  my  honourable  friend 
Sir  George  Whitmore,  who  endeavoured  on  the 
present  occasion  to  arouse  a  spirit  of  jealous 
localism  —  which,  unfortunately,  is  far  from 
dead,  although  the  provinces  are  abolished 
—  to  set  North  against  South  and  one  place 
against  another.  There  is  one  argument  which 
has  not  yet  been  raised  against  the  Greymouth 
Bill,  and  in  this  matter  I  would  again  call  the 
attention  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  to  the 
unity  of  the  policy  he  supports.  It  seems  to 
me  he  is  quite  unconscious  of  the  perfect 
unity  of  the  policy  shown  in  the  Bills  of  his 
Government.  A  reason  which  might  be  urged 
against  this  Bill  is  that  we  have  just  passed  a 
Hon,  Mr.  Chamberlin 


Bill  to  provide  railway  carriage  of  coal  from 
Greymouth,  which  railway  will  be  absolutely 
useless  to  Westport.  If  I  had  the  cheerful  con- 
fidence of  my  honourable  friends  opposite  in 
all  the  work  they  are  doing  and  inducing  us 
to  do,  of  course  I  should  vote  against  this  Bill 
for  the  present,  because  I  should  say  we  have 
supplied  Greymouth  with  an  outlet  for  its  coal 
by  a  railway.  But  that  railway  will  be  illusory 
as  a  carrier  of  coal,  though  not  illusory  as  to 
taking  a  million  and  a  half  acres  of  land  in 
some  part  of  the  colony.  As  regards  carrying 
coal  across  any  of  the  passes,  I  am  bound  to 
say  again  —  and  I  do  so  with  some  claim  to 
authority — that  it  will  be  impossible  to  do  so 
at  a  profit,  and  therefore,  if  the  Greymouth 
collieries  are  to  be  worked  at  all,  their  output 
must  be  sent  by  sea.  I  speak  with  intense 
interest  on  this  subject,  because  I  think  I  was 
one  of  the  first  persons  in  this  colony  who 
had  anything  like  an  adequate  impression  as 
to  the  value  of  our  coal  property  on  those  shores. 
The  Greymouth  coal-measures,  as  far  as  I 
know,  are  smaller  than  those  at  the  Buller,  but 
the  Greymouth  coal  is  unique  in  its  peculiar 
qualities.  I  believe  it  is  objected  to  for  house- 
hold purposes  by  some  people,  because  it  is  so 
extremely  bituminous  that  it  cakes  immedi- 
ately, and  the  very  dust  of  it  becomes  solid 
matter  as  soon  as  it  is  heated.  For  my  own 
part,  as  I  rather  like  poking  the  fire,  that  is 
not  the  same  objection  to  me  as  it  is  to  those 
who  like  to  let  the  fire  take  care  of  itself.  But 
for  gas-making  purposes  I  believe  there  is  no 
coal  in  the  world  equal  to  that  at  Greymouth. 
I  will  reserve  what  I  have  to  say  generally 
on  this  subject  till  we  come  to  the  Westport 
Bill,  because  that  Bill  will  require  more  assist- 
ance than  this  does ;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
extremely  unwise,  after  we  have  done  so  much 
for  the  export  of  coal,  if  we  should  now  re- 
frain. It  is  not  now  a  matter  of  speculation — i% 
is  an  absolute  fact  that  this  coal  is  desired  in 
Australia.  It  is  used  in  Melbourne  in  latge 
quantities,  some  say  also  in  Sydney,  and  it 
would  be  extremely  undesirable  that  we 
should  neglect  that  market.  The  Groymonth 
coal  is  used  wherever  it  can  be  got  in  New 
Zealand,  and  the  demand  for  it  will  increase 
steadily.  The  river  at  Greymouth  is  smaller 
than  that  at  Westport,  and  the  harbour  will 
not  be  of  so  extensive  a  character,  nor  the 
works  so  liable  to  injury  by  natural  causes, 
as  at  Westport.  The  neck  of  the  job  there  is 
broken,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if 
we  held  our  hands  from  finishing  it.  But  it  is 
not  without  a  feeling  of  regret  that  I  see  this 
question  come  before  us  at  tlie  time  it  does.  I 
must  say  to  my  honourable  friends  opposite 
again  and  again  that,  whatever  borrowing  Bill 
comes  up,  I  envy — no,  I  wonder  at — the  light- 
heartedness  with  which  they  go  into  such 
affairs,  with  the  colony  in  the  state  it  is  in. 
I  think  the  position  of  the  colony  is  not  ade- 
quately appreciated  by  them.  When  almost 
every  bit  of  property  in  the  colony  is  mort- 
gaged; when  the  Customs  revenue  shows  not 
the  slightest  symptom  of  elasticity ;  when  we 
throw  up  our  hats  because  the  receipts  of  a 
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smgle  quarter  have  risen  to  what  they  were  in 
1882' and  that  through  a  quantity  of  sugar 
being  taken  out  of  bond  in  anticipation  of  an 
increase  of  duty — when  that  is  the  state  of 
Affairs,  and  everybody  is  full  of  anxiety,  we 
plimge  into  all  these  schemes  with  the  forlorn 
nopo  that  some  good  will  come  somewhere  or 
other,  and  that  somebody — it  may  be  ourselves 
— 'wrill  be  able  to  got  out  of  the  very  awkward 
position  by  means  of  a  spurt.  Under  these  cir- 
•cumstances,  I  cannot  help  feeling  some  serious 
doubt  at  every  expense  we  propose  incurring. 
Bat,  if  there  is  any  expenditure  asked  of  us 
&t  the  present  time  and  under  our  present 
circumstances  which  I  should  feel  bound  to 
finpport,  it  is  precisely  this.  It  is  the  collieries 
which,  to  my  thinking,  are  the  only  great  pro- 
perty in  the  colony  which  we  can  promptly 
•develop  at  the  present  time.  If  I  look  over  the 
colony,  from  north  to  south,  I  am  bound  to  say 
there  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  cultivation  which 
presents  itself  as  a  serious  basis  for  anything 
tike  a  spurt ;  there  is  nothing  we  can  expect  to 
develop  in  a  rapid  and  hasty  manner  to  help  us 
over  our  present  depression  and  anxiety.  But 
these  coal  fields  really  do  offer  at  the  pressnt 
moment  a  very  large  and  important  hope.  The 
Hon.  Irlr.  Reynolds  has  pointed  out  in  a  rough 
way  what  the  meaning  is  of  working  a  certain 
number  of  tons  per  week  in  these  collieries.  Of 
<coiiiEe  all  these  figures  are  more  or  less  specu- 
lative—  I  do  not  pretend  to  take  every  figure 
which  has  been  presented  to  us  as  authoritative 
or  exact.  But  this  I  know :  that  you  can  see 
on  that  coast  a  development  of  coal  such  as  I 
know  of  nowhere  else;  and  I  would  ask  one 
honourable  member  who  has  expressed  doubt 
about  this  matter — I  forget  who  it  was— if  he 
has  ever  ridden  or  walked  across  the  Durhani 
ooal  fields,  which  are  the  most  remarkable  in 
Europe.  There  you  might  walk  over  the  whole 
-comity  and  never  guess  there  was  coal  there  at 
all.  But  here  we  have  the  most  patent,  visible 
evidences,  such  as  do  not  exist  in  England  at 
all,  both  as  to  the  richness  of  the  field  and 
as  to  the  value  of  the  coal.  Those  evidences 
may  be  seen  by  any  traveller  who  will  climb 
up  2,€X)0ft.  and  walk  along  under  the  cliffs  of 
Ifount  Rochfort,  and  examine  the  coal  in  the 
bed  of  the  Grey.  And,  though  we  may  well  be 
uneasy  at  the  phenomena  of  the  session,  and 
thou^  I  cannot  accept — though  I  admire  — 
the  unity  as  a  whole  ring  of  rings  which  my 
honouTable  friends  on  the  Government  benches 
are  engaged  in  supporting,  yet  I  think  we 
may  say  this :  that  both  these  proposed  under- 
takings are  almost  beyond  speculation,  and 
such  as  we  may  venture  upon,  if  we  may 
venture  upon  anything  fresh  at  all.  I  hope 
this  Bill  will  pass,  and  I  hope  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  in  any  doubt 
about  voting  for  the  two  Bills  will  remember 
that  the  Bullcr  Coal  Field  is  the  more  impor- 
tant, both  because  it  has  more  bearing  upon 
oar  manufacturing  industries,  and  because 
imdoubtedly  there  is  a  desire  in  Australia  to 
obtain  large  supplies  of  this  coal.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  pooh-poohed  the  idea  that  we 
can  make  an  export  of  our  coal ;  but,  though  I 


am  on  almost  all  occasions  inclined  to  defer 
to  my  honourable  friend's  judgment  in  such 
matters,  yet  I  do  not  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  there  can  be  a  large  export  of  West  Coajst 
coal.  I  have  it  on  authority  such  as  I  camiot 
refuse — ^that  of  an  honourable  member  of  the 
other  House  whom  I  have  kno\Mi  for  many 
years,  whose  veracity  I  perfectly  rely  on — that 
the  Victorian  Government  have  requested  the 
company  at  the  BuUer  to  offer  for  a  contract 
on  very  advantageous  terms.  When  I  know 
that,  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  prospects  of  the 
affair  are  on  the  whole  very  good  and  favour- 
able ;  and,  though  the  proposed  expenditure  is 
large  in  one  case,  yet  I  think  it  is  a  reasonable 
expenditure  to  make.  If  we  can  compete  in 
the  Melbourne  market  with  Newcastle  coal, 
surely  we  can  compete  elsewhere.  The  real 
fact  is  that  our  coal  is  of  very  superior  quality. 
The  coal  of  the  Buller  will  compare  not  to  its 
disadvantage  with  the  coal  of  South  Wales,  ajid 
the  coal  at  the  Grcymouth  will  compare  with 
that  of  Newcastle  in  England.  That  seems  to 
me  a  cool  view  of  the  matter.  I  am  very  far 
from  venturing  on  the  prognostications  I  have 
heard  as  to  the  extent  of  possible  export  opera- 
tions, but  I  believe  it  is  distinctly  proved  that 
an  export  may  be  made,  and  that  upon  very  ad- 
vantageous terms ;  and  I  certainly  think  that 
the  colony  will  be  supplied  with  coal  from  its 
own  mines,  and  that  any  import  of  coal  will 
cease.  Then,  the  growth  of  the  demand  for  our 
steam  service  is  something  enormous.  It  is 
growing  day  by  day ;  steam  is  destined  probably 
almost  to  supersede  the  wind  as  a  means  of  pro- 
gress over  the  ocean.  There  seems  to  mo  little 
doubt  that  in  the  course  of  a  very  short  life 
it  will  be  so.  I  think  it  is  proved  that  not  only 
will  our  own  consumption  be  entirely  supplied 
from  these  collieries,  but  we  may  fairly  expect 
a  considerable  export,  owing  to  the  very  good 
quality  of  these  coals.  I  hope  both  Bills  will 
be  passed,  and  that  sanctioning  the  compara- 
tively small  amount  for  Greymouth  will  not 
prevent  us  from  authorizing  the  larger  under- 
taking at  West  port.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  very 
much  regret  the  form  in  which  the  Bills  arc 
brought  down.  I  think,  as  in  the  more  exag- 
gerated case  of  the  railway,  so  in  this,  that 
the  Government  should  have  frankly  and  com- 
pletely admitted  that,  as  this  is  a  large  colonial 
property  we  are  going  to  develop,  the  works 
should  be  made  colonial  works  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  term.  But  a  Board  is  appointed 
as  a  mere  screen  for  the  Government  in  the 
money-market,  where  we  shall  have  a  new  class 
of  debentures  of  all  patterns  fiying  about.  It 
ajppears  to  me  that  the  true  way  of  dealing 
with  the  matter  is  for  the  Government  to  un- 
dertake it  in  the  ordinary  way  as  a  public  work, 
and  I  very  much  regret  it  should  be  undertaken 
otherwise.  There  are  several  reasons  why  it 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Government  have 
not  taken  a  different  course  in  this  matter. 
One  is,  that  there  should  be  no  attempt  to  de- 
ceive the  money-market  in  London.  We  arc 
short-sighted  to  try  to 'disguise  the  fact  that 
the  colony  is  borrowing.  We  pay  extra  inter- 
est for  the  attempt ;  but  those  who  have  the 
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mausbgement  of  the  money-market  know  better, 
and  are  not  to  be  misled  by  our  devices ;  and 
the  issuing  of  debentures  for  all  sorts  of  odds- 
and-ends  of  subjects  which  are  really  liabilities 
oi  the  colony,  and  which  will  in  the  end  be 
acknowledged  to  be  liabilities  of  the  colony,  as 
the  provincial  debentures  were  in  1867,  will 
have  an  injurious  effect  on  our  general  credit. 
That  is  execrable  finance,  and,  as  I  said  on  a 
former  occasion,  it  is  not  candid  finance,  and 
therefore  not  well  for  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.— I  feel 
that  in  all  these  harbour  works  there  is  some 

*  amount  of  uncertainty  and  doubt  as  to  the  re- 
sults of  the  expenditure.  But  we  have  in  this 
case  the  recommendation  of  Sir  John  Goode, 
and  I  think  wo  may  fairly  expect  that,  if  the 
money  is  properly  expended,  the  results  will  be 
satisfactory.  Assuming  that  to  be  so,  it  is  my 
intention  to  support  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  and  I  can  only  say  I  wish  there  was  as 
good  a  prospect  of  a  fair  result  for  the  colony 
in  every  undertaking  we  have  had  placed  before 
us.  I  was  opposed  to  the  Bill  which  lately 
passed  through  this  Council,  proposing  to  carry 
out  a  railway  from  the  East  to  the  West  Coast. 
My  reason  was  that  I  do  not  think  there  will 
be  any  satisfactory  results  from  any  under- 
taking of  that  description  for  many  years,  and 
I  think  that  could  well  stand  over  for  a  time. 
This,  however,  I  think  is  an  undertaking  which 
will  very  speedily  prove  to  be  justified.  There 
can  be  no  question  about  the  character  of  the 
coal,  and  therefore  I  will  not  say  more  about 
that,  as  it  has  been  dealt  with  by  several 
honourable  members  who  have  preceded  me. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  export  of  the  coal, 
I  am  satisfied  myself  that  it  is  only  a  question 
of  the  possibility  of  large  vessels  being  able  to 
get  in  and  out  of  the  harbours,  and  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  an  ample 
market  for  all  the  coal  we  can  produce.  Uiider 
these  circumstances,  I  think  that  the  prospect 
of  success  is  a  good  one.  I  agree  with  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Richmond  that  it  is  unfortunate  we  should 
have  all  these  propositions  brought  in  at  a  time 
when  the  colony  is  hardly  in  a  position  to  deal 
with  them.  That  parts  of  the  colony  are  at 
the  present  time  in  a  state  of  much  depression 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  There  is  evidence  of 
that,  and  I  think  that  an  attempt  to  borrow 
money  in  order  to  carry  out  those  works  at 
the  present  time  simply  shows  that  there  is  an 
extreme  anxiety  to  get  money  in  order,  if  pos- 
sible, to  produce  an  unnatural  prosperity,  and, 
as  it  were,  to  inflate  trade.  This  Bill,  how- 
ever, relates  to  a  part  of  the  country  which  I 
believe  is  as  free  from  that  state  of  things  as 
any  part  of  New  Zealand,  and  I  do  not  think 
any  great  harm  will  arise  from  the  expendi- 
ture there  of  this  money.  What  I  do  regret, 
though,  is  that  the  Grovemment  is,  as  it  were, 
parting  with  all  its  property,  or  nearly  all,  in 
this  district.  It  would  have  been  better  if  the 
Government  had  all  its  coal  property  there 
in  its  hands  now,  because  it  seems  as  if  we 
were  voting  money  for  particular  companies ; 
and  in  this  particular  case  at  Greymouth  I 
think  I  am  right  in  saying  it  would  appear  we 
Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  Bichmond 


are  assisting  persons  who  are  already  in  a  veiy 
good  position  indeed.  However,  that  is  noi' 
the  question  we  have  really  to  deal  with.  Oar 
object  is  to  develop  trade  and  'increase  the 
population  in  that  district  by  increasing  the 
output  of  coal.  I  see  an  amendment  proposed 
to  increase  the  royalty  to  the  Government,  and 
so  the  Government  will,  I  take  it,  bo  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  recouped.  That  and  the  Customs 
duties  are  what  we  have  to  look  to ;  bo  I  regret 
that  it  is  proposed  to  hand  over  the  railways  as 
a  security  under  this  Bill.  It  is  proposed,  as 
I  take  it,  to  give  any  net  returns  from  those 
railways  to  the  Harbour  Boards.  I  think  that 
is  a  mistake.  I  would  not  so  much  object  to 
giving  reserves,  but  I  think  the  railways  ought 
to  be  left  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  the  two  Harbour  Boards 
should  have  no  interest  whatever  in  them.  I 
have  no  further  objections  to  make.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  second  reading  of  this  BUI,  and  it 
is  my  intention  to  vote  for  the  other  Bill  also, 
simply  because  I  believe  it  will  be  money  well 
invested,  which  will  give  a  good  return  to  the 
colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— When,  this 
afternoon,  I  moved  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  I  was  under  the  impression  that  I  should 
have  a  very  difficult  task  to  perform ;  but  I- 
am  happy  to  say  that  every  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  addressed  the  Council  has  more  or 
less  assisted  me  in  performing  that  duty.  I  am 
somewhat  surprised  at  one  or  two  inconsisten- 
cies I  have  heard,  such  as  that,  though  it  is  a 
time  of  depression,  the  Government  should 
place  on  the  estimates  a  large  sum  of  money 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  these  important 
works.  Such  arguments  as  those  are  neither 
sense  nor  logic,  and  have  no  reason  in  them. 
The  reason  the  Government  have  not  placed 
a  sum  for  these  works  on  the  estimates  is 
based  on  the  very  depression  which  exists ;  but 
they  hope  to  find  from  other  resources  a  means 
of  removing  that  depression.  My  honourable 
friend  shakes  his  head ;  but  he  is  one  who  is 
most — ^well,  lugubrious,  I  was  going  to  say,  in 
the  matter.  This  is  not  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  my  honourable  friend  make  suggestions 
of  this  kiud.  I  have  not  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  replying  to  anything  that  has  been  said,  for 
there  is  nothing  to  reply  to,  but  out  of  deference 
to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  whose  merest  sugges- 
tion in  this  Council  is  entitled  to  weight.  Re- 
specting that  question,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
refer  to  it  for  the  purpose  of  easing  his  con- 
science. I  refer  him  to  the  13th  section  of  the 
Bill,  which,  I  think,  meets  the  objection.  I 
have  nothing  further  to  say,  because  there  is 
really  nothing  to  reply  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WESTPORT  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  which 
has  just  now  been  read  a  second  time,  I  in- 
timated to  the  Council  that  the  discussion  on 
the  one  Bill  would  necessarily  be  the  dLscasaion 
of  the  other.    I  am  under  the  impression  thst 
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every  aigument  which  could  be  used  on  one 
side  or  the  other  has  been  fairly  used  by  mem- 
bets  of  this  Council,  and  I  think  I  should  be 
trifling  with  tho  intelligence  of  the  Council 
i?ere  I  in  any  way  whatever  to  refer  more  to 
this  Bill  than  to  say  that  one  is  practically  the 
sequence  of  tho  other.  My  own  impression  as 
to  the  reason  why  the  two  Bills  were  not  one 
was  that  it  was  necessaiy  to  have  two  Boards. 
There  is  scarcely  a  line  of  difference  between  the 
one  Bill  and  the  other,  excepting  in  the  names 
"Grevmouth"  and  "Westport."  I  will  not 
trouble  tho  Council  further,  but  will  ask  you, 
as  a  matter  of  justice,  having  passed  the  one 
Bill,  to  be  good  enough  to  read  the  other  a 
oecond  time. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  desire  to  say  to 
my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary 
that  the  answer  ho  was  good  enough  to  give  me 
just  now  was  specious  but  not  quite  satisfac- 
tory. He  has  shown  us  a  now  way  to  pay  old 
debts.  "  The  Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields 
Administration  Act,  1877,'.'  has  made  provision 
for  the  pay mcnt  of  the  sum  of  £145,511 12s.  6d., 
which  was  charged  upon  the  revenues  to  be  de- 
rived, first,  from  the  Westland  Colliery  Reserve, 
and,  next,  from  the  Buller  Coal  Field  Re- 
serve of  114,000  acres,  the  proceeds  of  which 
were  pledged  as  security  for  that  amount. 
This  Bill  is  very  much  in  the  same  position  as 
the  Greymouth  Harbour  Bill.  No  provision 
appears  to  have  been  made  in  any  shape  or 
fonn  for  meeting  these  liabilities.  No  respon- 
sibility is  imposed  by  the  Bill  upon  the  Har- 
bour Board  to  make  any  provision  whatever 
for  the  payment  of  interest  and  sinking  fund 
upon  this  debt.  How  it  is  to  be  done  I  do  not 
understand  from  what  my  honourable  friend 
has  been  good  enough  to  tell  me.  He  says 
to  mo  that  the  last  clause  of  this  Bill  disposes 
of  that  matter.  I  must  say  that  it  does  dis- 
pose of  it  in  what  I  am  inclined  to  call  an 
excessively  dishonest  manner.  This  is  what 
it  says:  "So  much  of  'The  Westland  and 
Nelson  Coal  Fields  Administration  Act,  1877,' 
as  is  repugnant  to,  or  in  conflict  with,  the 
Tunovisions  of  this  Act  is  hereby  repealed." 
We  undertake,  in  one  Act,  to  make  provision 
for  the  payment  of  £145,000,  and  are  now  in- 
vited to  say  that  it  is  not  of  the  least  conse- 
quence— that  we  will  put  that  on  one  side,  and 
make  things  extremely  pleasant  by  saying  that 
anything  in  that  Act "  repugnant "  to  this  other 
one  is  of  no  consequence.  Now,  I  think  it  is  a 
Tezy  serious  question.  I  am  not  at  all  opposing 
either  one  Bill  or  the  other,  but  I  do  hope  that 
there  will  be  some  decent  observance  of  public 
faith  in  the  matter,  and  that,  where  an  under- 
taking is  given,  where  a  specific  security  is 
given  for  recouping  a  particular  loan,  that  debt 
should  not  be  disposed  of  in  such  an  ofi-hand 
manner  as  this.  And  I  am  more  than  sorry  to 
see  a  gentleman  whose  sobriety  in  finance  is 
matter  of  notoriety  treating  a  question  of  this 
kind  with  such  extreme  levity.  I  shall  give 
my  honourable  friend  an  opportunity  to  give 
some  explanation  upon  this  subject.  I  assure 
him  that,  when  the  Bill  goes  into  Committee, 
I  ahall  not  be  content  without  more  nf ormation 


on  the  subject  than  ho  has  been  good  enough . 
to  give  me. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.— I  am  not 
aware  of  what  the  feeling  of  the  Council  is 
about  this  Bill,  but  the  threat  that  one  should 
be  taken  and  the  other  left  has  rather  dis- 
tressed me.  I  do  not  want  to  deal  dishonestly 
with  any  observations  about  this  Bill.  If  I 
could  only  feci  sure  what  honourable  mem- 
bers are  going  to  vote  for  the  Bill,  1  should 
be  able  to  sit  down  in  peace.  I  have  very 
much  interest  in  this  particular  measure  — - 
an  interest  entirely  apart  from  interest  in  th*- 
common  meaning  of  the  word  as  it  has  been 
used  in  this  Council.  First  of  all,  I  wish  to 
say  that,  whatever  may  be  the  value  of  this 
East  and  West  Coast  Railway,  it  is  absolutely 
useless  for  Westport,  supposing  the  carrying 
of  coal  over  Arthur's  Pass  or  the  Lewis  Pass 
at  a  profit  should  be  performed,  which  I  take 
upon  myself  to  say  is  impossible,  short  of  a 
miracle.  If  that  were  possible,  still  it  would 
not  be  the  least  help  to  Westport.  To  get  to 
Westport  the  line  would  have  to  cross  over  a 
second  saddle  a  thousand  feet  high,  and  that 
would  be  the  lost  straw  that  would  break  the. 
camel's  back.  You  would  have  to  go  a  hundred- 
miles  farther  to  got  to  Westport,  and  over  a< 
pass  which  would  be  considered  a  mountain  in 
England.  In  England  railways  would  be  con- 
sidered to  be  unfit  to  carry  mineral  trafific  if  an- 
ordinary  passenger  were  conscious  of  a  rise  in 
the  line.  The  Great  Northern  line  actually 
found  it  worth  while  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
the  Groat  Eastern  line  to  carry  their  minerals 
round  by  Lincolnshire  rather  than  pass  over 
an  invisible  summit  in  Nottingham.  I  think 
that  is  enough  to  dispose  of  the  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway  as  an  outlet  for  the  coal  of 
Westport.  If  the  Westport  Coal  Field  is  to  be 
developed  something  must  be  done  for  the 
port.  As  I  have  already  said,  the  interest  I 
have  taken  in  this  matter  dates  back  from  a 
great  many  years  ago.  From  my  own  obser- 
vation I  can  say  that  the  coal -bearing  strata 
are  visible  to  any  passing  stranger  as  they 
crop  up  in  different  places,  and  extend  far  in- 
land. To  my  knowledge  the  coal  area  reaches 
more  than  twenty  miles  from  Westport  on  one 
side,  and  I  do  not  know  how  much  on  the 
other,  but  it  is  very  extensive,  and  breaks  out 
in  other  places,  even  to  Cape  Farewell.  If  the 
other  railway  schemes  are  wild,  it  is  a  compara 
tively  reasonable  scheme  to  carry  coal  along 
the  line  to  Westport ;  and  Westport  is,  by  the 
existence  of  Cape  Foulwind  promontory,  the 
river  best  protected  against  the  prevalent  south- 
west winds.  It  is  an  enormous  river,  and  very 
troublesome  to  deal  with,  as  the  Hon.  Sir 
George  Whitmore  has  said.  In  the  narrows  it 
is  known  to  rise  to  60ft. ;  but  in  the  lower  part, . 
though  an  immense  body  of  water  comes  down» 
for  four  miles  there  is  comparatively  still  water. 
It  is  certain  that,  if  we  expend  money  wisely 
there,  a  harbour  can  be  obtained  equal  to  a 
coal  traffic  such  as  the  coal  traffic  of  Sunder- 
land or  Newcastle.  There  is  room  and  facility 
there  for  staiths  and  docks,  and  nothing  what- 
ever to  prevent  it  becoming  a  very  fine  coal 
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port,  with  the  exception  of  the  bar,  which, 
from  the  power  of  the  river,  and  the  great 
power  of  the  sea  acting  on  the  loose  sand, 
is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  deal  with ;  but, 
if  we  may  judge  from  experience  in  carrying 
out  the  propositions  of  Sir  John  Coode  at 
Greymouth,  I  think  we  may  say  that  that  can 
be  cured,  and  that  the  channel  can  be  con- 
fined so  as  to  obtain  a  reliable  depth  on  the 
bar  at  times.  This  done,  what  remains  is 
only  a  question  of  time,  and,  of  course,  of 
money.  The  ooal,  as  far  as  I  know,  is  every- 
-where  good.  In  1863, 1  think  it  was,  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  sent  down  samples  of  it 
to  the  Otago  Industrial  Exhibition ;  and  they 
also,  at  the  same  time,  sent  samples  of  the 
Qreyinouth  coal  to  England,  and  the  report 
npon  it  was  as  encouraging  as  it  could  possibly 
be.  In  consequence  of  this,  and  seeing  that 
people  had  already  got  some  notion  that  it  was 
a  valuable  field  and  wore  taking  up  leaseholds, 
the  Land  Board,  at  my  desiro,  undertook  to 
strain  the  law  a  little,  and,  by  drawing  three 
lines  on  the  map,  prevented  a  largo  portion  of 
this  beautiful  coal  field  from  being  spotted  by 
-flpeculators ;  and  these  remain  on  that  map 
4o  the  present  day.  We  went  a  step  further, 
and,  in  laying  out  the  Town  of  Westport,  we 
looked  forward  twenty  years,  and  sot  aside  a 
piece  of  ground  for  a  coal  and  railway  d^p6t, 
which  has  remained,  I  believe,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  is  now  used  for  that  purpose. 
I  refer  to  these  things  because  my  excuse  for 
taking  part  in  this  debate  is  the  early  in- 
terest I  took  in  this  matter.  I  may  say  that 
I  never  had,  and  never  intend  to  have,  a  single 
share  in  the  colliery.  I  have  some  shares  in 
a  small  colliery  at  Golden  Bay.  That  was 
brought  before  the  Government,  but  it  was  one 
of  those  humble  little  things  that  are  hardly 
ever  worthy  of  place  in  a  Public  Works  State- 
ment. I  do  not  say  it  was  rejected  with  con- 
tempt; but  it  was  rejected — calmly,  as  some- 
thing not  worth  taking  notice  of.  I  asked  for 
£6,000  to  make  a  wharf  at  Golden  Bay  for  our 
little  collieries  in  the  neighbourhood.  But  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  large  interest  in  Westport 
•cannot  for  a  moment  divert  my  mind  from  the 
fact  that  there  is  an  enormous  colonial  pro- 
perty which  ought  to  be  dealt  with.  Refer- 
ence has  been  made  to  the  Westport  Coal 
*Gompany,  and  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  put  on 
record  one  or  two  facts  I  have  gathered  from 
the  register.  I  believe  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Hon.  Sir  George  Whitmore.  I  took  this 
from  a  copy  made  by  a  member  in  another 
place.  I  think  the  bona  fides  of  the  company 
IS  perfectly  clear.  The  company  was  started ; 
it  was  unable  to  get  on  for  want  of  further 
snms  of  money;  its  operations  were  crippled, 
.and  it  had  to  be  re-formed.  There  certainly 
was  a  too  flourishing  advertisement  of  it  pub- 
lished in  the  Attstralasiarif  to  which  reference 
has  been  made.  But  what  are  the  practical 
facts  ?  The  company  has  a  nominal  capital  of 
£400,000  in  80,000  shares.  The  amount  paid 
up  on  these  shares  is  £133,830 :  that  is,  about 
one-third  of  the  whole  nominal  capital  has 
4M)tually  been  paid  up.  I  think,  if  the  Haka- 
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teramea  Railway  and  some  other  railways  had 
shown  an  account  like  that,  we  should  not  have 
turned  out  the  little  Bill  that  appeared  before 
us  very  lately.  Then,  there  is  an  amount  of 
£2,000  due  on  unpaid  calls.  The  number  of 
shares  taken  up  appears  to  be  72,000  out  of 
80,000,  the  number  of  shareholders  being  540. 
The  amount  of  £130,000  odd  having  been  put 
into  the  undertaking,  plainly  shows  the  share- 
holders to  be  more  than  mere  speculators.  I 
think  that  the  colony  ought  not  only  not  to  bo 
jealous  of  this,  but  ought  to  encourage  it,  for 
this  investment  has  been  a  reasonable  and  not 
a  speculative  affair.  To  encourage  people  to 
make  railways  over  the  tops  of  the  mountains, 
where  probably  there  will  be  no  traffic,  is  & 
thing  we  should  not  favour. 

An  Hon.  Member. — You  favoured  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.  — My 
honourable  friend  is  mistaken.  I  voted  against 
it  several  times.  I  consider  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  colony  not  to  encourage  people  to  do  that 
sort  of  thing;  but  I  do  think  that  the  work 
now  proposed  is  fair  and  reasonable,  and  that 
the  colony  should  encourage  it ;  and  I  think  it 
is  not  justice  to  the  colony  or  to  these  share- 
holders that  we  refuse  to  make  the  ports 
accessible  because,  in  doing  that,  we  should 
enable  them  to  make  a  decent  profit  npom 
their  investment.  I  doubt  if  the  £400,000, 
when  it  is  all  expended,  will  be  more  than 
enough  for  their  work.  The  work  is  exceedingly 
difficult,  and  I  feel,  with  respect  to  the  mines 
and  with  respect  to  this  Bill,  that  they  and  we 
are  short  of  proper  information  on  the  subject. 
I  have  an  objection  to  that,  but  the  objection 
does  not  go  so  far  as  to  induce  me  to  oppose 
the  Bill.  We  are  disposed  to  go  heels  over 
head  in  this  direction,  without  any  adequate 
knowledge  of  what  we  are  to  do,  or  of  our 
finances.  The  Government  seem  to  know  very 
little  about  it,  and  I  doubt  if  any  member  in 
this  House  knows  more  than  they  do.  I  am 
not  saying  this  in  any  hostile  spirit.  I  look 
upon  my  honourable  friend  opposite  with  the 
greatest  good-will — almost  with  affection — and 
I  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  him  sitting  there  for 
a  long  time  to  come.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is 
reasonable  or  businesslike  for  us  to  oppose  a 
proposal  of  this  kind,  which  is  not  one  for 
opening  this  particular  mine,  or  any  other  two 
or  three  mines,  but  is  a  question  of  opening  up 
the  whole  of  this  coal  field.  These  proposals,  if 
carried  into  effect,  will  not  only  increase  tiie 
royalty  and  the  Customs  duties — there  is  an- 
otiber  point  that  we  cannot  neglect.  We  have 
a  large  industry,  the  industry  of  the  farmer 
and  Uie  wheat-grower,  who  want  a  market  for 
their  produce ;  and  the  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion will  be  of  enormous  value.  I  do  not  know 
what  we  are  going  to  do  for  our  agricultural 
interests.  If  we  can  do  anything  in  the  way 
of  increasing  the  manufacturing  or  mining 
population  of  the  country,  the  permanent  popu- 
lation, we  shall  do  good  to  the  whole  coun^; 
and  the  farmers  will  be  able  to  stagger  aloHg 
a  little  longer  under  the  burden  of  an  insane 
protective  policy,  if  they  only  get  a  market 
here  at  home.    Although  I  do  not  like  to  differ 
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from  my  honouiable  friend  Mr.  Waterhouse,  I 
hardly  think  he  was  right  when  he  said  that 
the  markets  in  New  South  Wales  are  inacces- 
sible to  ns.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
Victorian  Government  have  actually  asked  the 
Bnller  company  to  undertake  a  contract  to 
supply  150,000  tons  of  coal  at  a  price  said  to 
be  58.  per  ton  over  that  paid  for  Newcastle 
coal.  If  that  is  the  case,  I  think  the  objec- 
tion of  my  honourable  friend  is  answered.  If 
we  can  get  in  Melbourne  for  New  Zealand  coal 
an  advance  of  5s.  per  ton  upon  the  price  of 
Newcastle  coal,  surely  we  are  in  fair  position 
for  competing  throughout  the  wide  markets 
of  Australia  and  India.  There  is  also  South 
America,  to  which  we  are  nearer  than  New 
South  Wales.  And  we  have  yet  to  fill  up  the 
gap  in  providing  for  our  own  consumption  of 
150,000  tons.  Then,  there  are  growing  steam- 
services,  and  engineers  admit  that  the  Buller 
coal  is  very  much  superior  to  any  other  fuel  for 
steam  purposes.  There  is  our  own  local  steam- 
service  and  the  steam-service  direct  with  Great 
Britain,  the  San  Francisco  line ;  and,  if  we  are 
to  carry  out  the  ideas  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment as  to  defence — and  those  who  love  peace 
should  be  ready  for  war — it  will  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  have  readily  accessible  in  our  great 
ports  a  supply  of  the  finest  coal  in  the  world. 
I  hope  that  no  single  member  will  vote  on  the 
present  occasion  on  any  narrow  or  local  views. 
I  have  never  entertained  such  views.  When  I 
landed  on  these  shores  I  landed  as  a  New  Zea- 
land colonist.  I  hope  that  my  honourable 
friends  on  the  opposite  benches  will  see  from 
what  I  am  saying  now  tliat  any  vote  I  have 
given  in  this  Council  has  been  not  in  hostility 
to  them.  I  am  willing  to  pick  the  plums  out 
of  any  Ministerial  policy,  but  not  to  consume 
the  indigestible  part  as  well;  and  if  the  Go- 
vernment had  brought  down  no  Bills  more  ob- 
jectionable than  these  I  should  have  had  little 
to  say  against  them.  I  repeat,  however,  that 
these  harbours  should  have  been  undertaken 
openly  by  Government.  To  put  them  forward 
as  local  aSairs  is  a  sham ;  our  right  plan  is  to 
be  straightforward,  and  let  oar  perfect  candour 
be  known  in  the  English  money-market.  The 
sham  is,  however,  transparent.  "  The  attempt, 
and  not  the  deed,  confounds  us."  I  have 
heard  in  the  lobbies  a  hint  that  out  of  these 
miscellaneous  debentures  there  are  good  pick- 
ings to  be  had  for  negotiators,  which  could  not 
bo  got  out  of  inscribed  stock.  We  may  feel  very 
grateful  to  the  Bank  of  England  for  having  de- 
clined, as  we  learn  by  telegram,  in  future  to  in- 
scribe any  loans  which  they  do  not  themselves 
negotiate.  That  is  one  reason  more  for  people 
in  this  colony  refusing  to  entangle  our  finances 
by  this  variety  of  debentures,  which  we  have  on 
former  occasions  had  to  sweep  away.  I  shall 
vote  for  this  Bill  with  all  my  heart. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.-It  is  not 
my  intention  to  reopen  the  discussion  which 
practically  took  place  on  the  Bill  when  the 
motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Grey- 
mouth  Harbour  Board  Bill  was  mider  con- 
sideration, although  I  may  distinctly  say  that, 
if  I  were  inclined  to  do  so,  my  honourable 


friend  Mr.  Richmond,  in  the  speech  he  has> 
just  made,  has  given  us  good  reasons  why  we 
should  not  pass  this  Bill  or  the  other  one  at 
the  present  time.  I  can  only  say.  Sir,  that  the 
action  I  indicated  to  the  Council  as  to  the 
course  I  proposed  to  adopt  in  reference  to  these 
Bills  is  one  that  I  still  intend  to  take.  There^ 
is  one  matter  which  has  cropped  up  which  I 
think  this  is  a  suitable  opportunity  to  refer  to, 
and  that  is  in  reference  to  the  leases  of  the 
coal  mines  which  exist  in  both  these  localities. 
Honourable  members  are  aware  that  for  some 
years  past  there  has  been  great  remissness  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  in  enforcing  thfr 
provisions  of  such  leases;  the  mines  are  not 
being  worked  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  leases ;  and  the  Government  have 
not  enforced  their  right  to  foreclose  and  bring 
those  leases  into  the  market,  and  thus  make 
them  available  for  working  by  persons  who 
would  work  them  efficiently.  This  is  especially 
the  case  with  the  Westport  Coal  Company,  who 
have  large  and  valuable  leases  in  addition  to 
that  at  Westport.  If  I  am  correctly  informed, 
this  mine  is  supposed  to  be  the  most  valuable 
mine  of  those  leased  from  the  Government  in 
the  locality.  For  a  considerable  time  past  this 
mine  has  not  been  worked  at  all.  The  con- 
ditions of  the  lease  have  not  been  fulfilled^ 
and  yet  no  stops  have  been  taken  to  render 
it  available  to  the  public.  The  result  is  that 
a  most  valuable  property  is  now  locked  up. 
In  these  two  Bills  we  are  authorizing  the  ex- 
penditure of  very  large  sums  of  money — which 
we  may  regard  as  being  expended  by  the  Go- 
vernment— on  these  harbours ;  and  I  think  it  is 
reasonable  that  we  should  expect  that,  if  the- 
Government  advances  money  for  the  improve- 
ment of  these  localities  in  the  way  proposed 
under  these  Bills,  the  provisions  of  the  leases 
should  be  strictly  enforced,  that  the  large  and 
valuable  properties  should  not  be  allowed  to  lie 
idle  when  other  persons  or  companies  are  pre- 
pared to  work  tliese  mines.  I  think  we  shall 
have  great  cause  to  complain  of  the  action 
of  the  Government  if  these  Bills  are  passed 
into  law,  and  these  mines  are  allowed  to  re- 
main unworked.  The  provisions  of  the  leases 
ought  to  be  strictly  enforced,  and  I  trust  that 
we  shall  have  in  this  debate  some  intimation 
from  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, as  representing  the  Government  in  this 
House,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  see  that  they  are  strictly  enforced. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  should 
not  have  risen  again  on  this  Bill  were  it  not  for 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse.  I 
do  not  know  where  he  has  picked  up  his  infor- 
mation, but,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  it  is 
altogether  wrong.  The  company  has  laid  out 
over  £60,000  upon  that  property.  There  have 
been  several  difficulties  to  overcome,  I  admit, 
in  coimection  with  the  mine,  but  they  are  now 
working  at  it  steadily,  I  am  informed,  and  I 
believe  my  information  is  correct. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Are  they 
working  now  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  believe  they 
are  working  it  now.    They  were  working  it  a 
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-very  short  time  ago,  althongh  they  might  not  be 
at  the  present  moment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— Nor  for  many 
months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— How  many  ? 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— At  least  seven 
or  eight. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.  — If  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Lahmann  states  so,  I  must  take  it  as  cor- 
rect; but  "why  they  haVe  stopped  for  tho  last 
•seven  or  eight  months  I  cannot  say.  They 
have  paid  their  rent  regularly,  and  there  is  not 
a  penny  duo;  and  I  do  not  know  what  more 
the  colon V  can  want. 

Tho  Hon.  Mr.  LAHISIANN.— I  can  only  say, 
Sir,  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  has  stated 
things  correctly.  Tho  mine  in  question  has 
not  been  worked  for  the  last  eight  or  nine 
months:  not  that  there  were  any  impediments 
in  the  way,  except  in  regard  to  the  laying-out 
of  money.  The  honourable  gentleman  says  tho 
company  have  paid  their  rent.  But  it  was  not 
the  rent  which  was  the  chief  condition — it  was 
tho  raising  a  certain  amount  of  coal.  Their 
having  paid  their  rent  is  nothing :  it  is  only  £20 
or  ii30  a  year.  I  think  what  the  Government 
did  was  very  wrong ;  but  it  was  not  the  present 
Government,  but  tho  late  Government,  that 
■did  it.  As  late  as  Juno  last  tho  late  Govern- 
ment sold  125  acres  of  land  at  the  price  of  £6 
per  acre,  containing  perliaps  the  best  coal  field 
in  the  colony.  The  late  Government  has  been 
guilty  of  setting  asido  all  the  conditions  of  the 
lease,  and  sold  the  land  to  the  company  sooner 
than  tliey  had  a  right  to  do.  Sir,  though  I 
•cannot  be  accused  of  partiality  for  Westport, 
nevertheless  I  hope  and  trust  that,  as  tho  Grey- 
mouth  Harbour  Board  Bill  has  been  pas.«cd, 
the  Council  will  agree  to  the  Westport  Har- 
bour Board  Bill;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  this  company  is  a  most  enterprising  one. 
The  question  to  be  decided  by  this  Council 
is,  Will  the  colony  at  large  lose  or  be  bene- 
fited by  spending  this  sum  of  money  to  im- 
prove the  Westport  Harbour?  Knowing  the 
district  as  I  do,  and  its  resources,  and  judging 
from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  works,  as  under- 
taken in  accordance  with  Sir  John  Coode's 
report,  I  can  only  say  that  tho  colony  will  do 
well  to  spend  a  certain  amount  of  money  there, 
and  will  not  be  the  losers  by  it.  I  am  not 
so  sanguine  as  to  think,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds docs,  that  millions  of  tons  can  be  raised 
by  one  or  two  companies.  That  is  next  to  im- 
possible. It  is  only  to  be  hoped  that  they  will 
raise  a  sufiioient  amount  of  coal  to  keep  up  a 
healthy  competition ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  Buller  River  is  the  ver)'  best  river  for 
large  vessels  on  the  West  Coast.  If  this  Bill  is 
carried,  and  large  vessels  can  enter  the  ports, 
freights  will  be  less,  and  coals  will  bo  made  25 
per  cent,  cheaper  than  they  are  at  present.  I 
nope,  considering  all  the  circumstances,  the 
•Council  will  do  justice  to  the  district  and  pass 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— I  should  be  very 

sorry  to  see  this  Bill  thrown  out,  after  the 

Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill  has  passed  its 

'second  reading,  on  the  ground  that  two  coal 
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fields  are  not  reqtdred.    One  honourable  mem- 
ber this  afternoon  asked  what  good  the  minea 
would  be  to  the  colony,  and  he  said  that    to 
carry  these  Bills  would  be  merely  to  put  money 
in  tho  hands  of  private  individuals.     There 
would  be  some  truth  in  that  if  the  money  went 
to  a  foreign  company ;  but  by  keeping  the  money 
in  tho  colony  it  will  be  circulated  here,  and 
do  good  to  the  place.    We  may  fairly  hope, 
also,  that  we  shall  get  money  from  outsiae. 
There  was  an  offer  from  Victoria  to  take  150,000 
tons  of  this  Westport  coal,  which  would  pro- 
bably be  £1  per  ton,  or  £150,000,  to  come  into 
the  colony.     That  would  not  all  go  into  the 
hands  of  private  individuals ;  some  of  it  would 
be  spent  in  the  shipping  of  the  colony,  and  work 
would  be  provided  for  the  unemployed ;  and, 
then,  there  is  the  advantage  to  the  whole  pub- 
lic that  coals  would  he  much  cheaper.      As 
retailed  here  now,  coal  is  nearly  £2  per  ton, 
and  a  reduction  of  25  per  cent,  would  be  an 
advantage  to  consumers,  especially  seeing  that 
the  coal  is  of  such  a  superior  quality.     I  do  not 
think  we  need  be  afraid  of  raising  more  coal 
than  is  wanted.     In  a  few  3'ear8  we  shall  find 
that,  with  railways  increasing  and  factories 
springing  up,  we  shall  have  plenty  of  use  for  it. 
But  even  supposing  one  company  could  raise 
as  much  coal  as  we  could  use,  which  I  doubt 
very  much,  I  should  bo  sorrj-  to  give  them  the 
monopoly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  had  hoped  that 
the  one  discussion  would  suffice  for  these  two 
Bills.  I  am  sorry  to  see  my  friends  around 
me  take  up  the  position  they  have  done  in 
regard  to  this  Bill,  bocauso,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  a  wrong  one.  If  their  arguments  are  of  any 
weight  at  all,  they  should  have  supported  this 
Harbour  Bill,  and  not  tho  Greymouth  Har- 
bour Bill.  But  I  do  not  think  tlieir  arguments 
are  siu  h  that  they  ought  to  weigh  vei-y  much 
with  the  members  of  the  Council  in  voting 
upon  this  Bill.  It  is  stated  that  a  number 
of  members  are  interested  in  this  Bill.  I 
do  not  care  for  that :  they  have  put  their 
money  into  the  work,  and  that  is  their  business. 
But  the  getting-out  of  this  coal  is  a  matter  of 
colonial  concern,  especially  if  we  can  reduce 
the  price  of  coal  by  6s.  per  ton.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  coal  at  Greymouth  is  very 
different  from  that  at  Westport.  Westport  has 
got  on  a  seam  of  coal  the  like  of  which  docs  not 
exist  in  the  colony.  I  know  that  there  are  in- 
quiries for  Greymouth  coal  to  go  far  outside  the 
Australian  Colonies  at  the  present  moment,  so 
that  the  export  of  it  is  no  such  light  matter  as 
some  honourable  members  seem  to  think.  With 
reference  to  the  leases  referred  to  by  a  previous 
speaker,  I  venture  to  say  that  the  position  taken 
by  the  late  ^linister  of  I.auds  towards  the  com- 
panies on  the  Coast  was  such  that  he  woud  not 
allow  them  to  get  one  sixpence  that  they  were 
not  entitled  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Nor  will 
we. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— And,  if  they  did,  I 
should  say  nothing  to  them.  It  is  said,  **  Why 
not  enforce  the  conditions  of  these  leases  im- 
mediately ?  "    Well,  we  know  that  the  Konumi 
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Company  ha^e  siink  thousands  of  ponnds  on  ^ 

-  Uieir  property,  thus  shoeing  their  faith  in  it. 

•  They  nave  lost  their  money ;  therefore  this 
Conncil  should  not  he  too  hard  on  them  in  try- 
ing to  develop  the  resources  of  the  West  Coast. 

'  I  hold  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  Government 
'l)enches  should  have  a  little  care  for  the  mis- 
fortune of  those  "who  invest  their  money  in 
that  direction.    I  wish  to  say  what  I  have  said 

-  on  behalf  of  the  late  Minister  of  Lands  because 

-  of  the  position  he  has  taken  up  towards  these 
companies.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any- 
thing more  to  say.  I  hope  my  honourable 
friends  around  me  will  withdraw  their  opposi- 
tion and  allow  this  Bill  to  pass. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  .—I  do  not  wish  to 
prolong  the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of 
'  this  Bill ;  but  it  has  been  said  that  no  money  is 
required  under  this  Bill — only  the  Government 
guarantee,  which  is  a  mere  form.  Well,  some 
of  us  who* have  lived  a  little  in  the  world  know 
the  value  of  that.  If  a  person  is  asked  to  sign 
his  name  to  a  document,  as  a  rule  he  is  told 
that  it  is  only  a  matter  of  form.  Here  the 
Governor  has  to  declare  the  loan  guaranteed — 

•  a  perfectly  simple  thing,  involving  no  liability. 
With  regard  to  the  statistics  that  have  been 
quoted  with  reference  to  the  output,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  there  is  an  immense  quantity  of 
coal  there ;  but  how  far  it  can  be  properly 
raised  is  another  matter.  This  point  has  never 
been  considered  at  all  by  any  speaker  on  either 
Bill ;  but,  suppose  it  should  turn  out  that  the 
harbour  was  not  a  success,  then  the  company 
will  lose  the  whole  of  the  money.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Keynolds  has  instanced — as  he  generally 
does — some  historical  event  in  support  of  his 
argument,  which  he  thinks  unanswerable.  He 
has  alluded  to  the  improvement  in  the  Ts ;  and 
a  very  great  improvement  it  is,  as  I  can  say, 
having  seen  them  ;  but  I  think  we  should  find 
that  .the  Board  of  Commissioners,  or  whoever 
found  the  money  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Ts,  had  better  credit  than  is  provided  here. 
In  fact,  there  is  no  security  in  this  Bill  what- 
ever. Let  us  look  that  in  the  face.  It  only 
says  that,  if  the  Minister  thinks  proper,  then 
the  guarantee  of  the  colony  can  be  given  for  a 
sum  of  £150,000,  in  the  first  instance,  stnd  no 
more  is  to  be  raised  unless  the  assent  of  Parlia- 
ment is  obtained ;  but,  if  the  first  £150,000  is 
raised,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  Parlia- 
ment will  assent  to  raise  the  further  sum  of 
£850,000.  We  shall  be  told  at  once  that,  if 
we  do  not  raise  the  further  sum,  the  money 
which  has  already  been  spent  will  be  lost.  We 
have  had  very  painful  experience  of  that.  It 
invariably  happens  that  individuals  have  not 
the  courage  to  put  up  with  their  first  loss, 
but  they  go  on  to  the  extreme ;  and  it  will  bo 
so  in  this  case.  I  do  not  wish  to  depreciate 
what  these  companies  have  done;  no  doubt 
they  have  invested  large  sums  of  money ;  but  I 
think  they  should  have  shown  judgment  and 
'should  not  have  spent  such  large  simas  on  their 

mines  without  seeing  how  they  were  going  to 
get  the  coal  away.  It  is  grievous  for  any  one 
to  see  money  squandered  in  bad  speculations  ; 
but  these  companies  have  spent  their  money, 


and  I  must  say  that  this  proposal  to  spend  half 
a  million  of  money,  on  6uch  information  as  we 
have,  is  wrong.  I  am  impressed  also  with  this  : 
that  only  two  days  ago  we  passed  a  Bill  in- 
volving, as  well  as  I  recollect,  three-fourths  of  a 
million  of  money  in  the  sha^e  of  land  for  a  rail- 
way which  is  to  compete  with  these  harbours. 
Undoubtedly  the  harbours  and  the  railway  will 
compete.  It  is  quite  possible  that  they  will  all 
fail ;  and  what  does  that  mean?  It  means  that 
a  million  and  a  half  of  money  would  be  spent 
for  nothing.  I  have  the  gravest  doubt  about 
it,  and  I  believe  that  we  are  going  too  fast  in 
these  things.  We  rush  into  things  with  in- 
sufficient data.  I  have  read  Sir  John  Coode's 
report,  and,  with  all  respect  to  him,  I  am  not 
sure  that  he  can  give  advice  in  the  conditions 
which  prevail  in  this  river.  We  know  that  it 
sometimes  rises  60ft.  in  the  night;  and  look 
at  the  amount  of  debris  that  it  then  brings 
down.  I  doubt  whether,  even  if  these  works 
which  are  to  cost  half  a  million  of  money 
should  bo  carried  out,  there  would  be  any 
reasonable  certainty  that  there  would  be  a 
good  harbour  after  all.  I  believe  it  is  a  fact 
that  the  works  which  liave  already  been  carried 
out  so  far  have  rather  lessened  than  increased 
the  depth  of  water.  That  is  not  encouraging, 
and  the  whole  argument  brought  forward  haa 
assumed  as  a  basis  that  failure  is  impossible. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Acland  assumed  as  a  matter 
of  course  that  there  could  be  no  loss  to  tha 
colony;  that  the  money  will  come  to  the 
colony ;  that  a  large  population  will  flow  in  ; 
and  iha,t  coal  will  become  very  cheap.  But, 
supposing  you  do  not  obtain  the  depth  of 
water  you  expect,  the  colony  loses  the  whole 
of  the  money.  That  is  a  very  serious  affair. 
Although  I  regret  to  stand  in  the  way  of  pro- 
gress, I  cannot  help  thinking  that  all  this  is 
very  injurious.  I  must  say  that  it  was  a  great 
deal  too  much  for  me  to  pass  that  railway  in 
the  hurried  manner  we  did.  That  staggered 
me  very  much.  Now,  we  have  passed  the 
Greymouth  Harbour  Bill,  involving,  it  is  true, 
a  smaller  amount  of  money  —  only  £100,000. 
We  have  acceded  to  that ;  but  I  do  think  that 
to  ask  us  to  accede  to  the  raising  of  this  half- 
million  is  rather  too  much.  I  think  it  would 
be  a  prudent  thing  for  this  work  to  be  held 
over  till  next  session,  until  we  can  obtain  some 
better  information  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.  — The  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken  accuses  us  of 
coming  to  conclusions  on  the  matters  before  us 
on  insufficient  data.  Now,  I  am  sorry  to  say  he 
has  come  to  his  conclusions  on  imperfect  data 
when  he  says  that  the  East  and  West  Coast 
Railway  could  be  of  use  in  taking  coal  from 
Westport.  Why,  Sir,  this  railway  would  not 
run  within  sixty  miles  of  Westport,  and  there 
is  an  insurmountable  barrier  of  hills  which  ren- 
ders it  impossible  that  Westport  coal  could 
be  carried  by  that  railway.  That  point,  there- 
fore, is  easily  disposed  of.  Another  point  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  raised  is  as  to  whether  the 
works  on  the  plans  proposed  by  Sir  John  Coode 
are  likely  to  succeed.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man seems  to  throw  considerable  doubt  as  to 
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the  certainty  of  Sir  John  Coodo's  plans  giving 
the  result  of  16  ft.  of  water  on  the  bar  at 
Westport.  The  result  of  the  work  carried  on 
upon  Sir  John  Coode's  plans  at  Greymouth  has 
already  proved  that  the  advice  he  gave  was 
sound  and  well-judged ;  and  tliat  should  give  us 
full  confidence  that  good  results  will  follow 
from  the  carrying- out  of  his  plans  at  Westport. 
I  can  support  the  statement  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Richmond  that  Westport  is  especially  well 
situated  for  works  of  this  kind.  It  has  got  a 
natural  protection  from  the  Needles,  and  from 
Cape  Foulwind,  and  there  are  rocks  which  make 
the  entrance  almost  perfectly  smooth  in  the 
roughest  southerly  gales,  and  which  will  give 
large  protection  to  the  training- walls  proposed 
to  be  made.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  wo  once  erect 
these  walls  we  shall  have  in  the  BuUer  a 
much  bettor  harbour,  with  very  much  deeper 
water,  than  at  Greymouth,  where,  as  I  have 
said,  Sir  John  Coode's  plans  have,  so  far,  suc- 
ceeded very  well.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  also 
said  tliat  the  BuUer  sometimes  rises  GOft.  in  a 
night ;  but  he  does  not  say  that  this  is  not  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  in  the  Gorges,  some 
miles  up,  where  the  stream  is  very  closely 
confined.  But,  though  the  river  often  rises 
very  considerably  at  the  mouth,  it  has  never 
shown  anything  approaching  such  a  rise  as 
that  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman ; 
but  the  fact  that  so  large  a  body  of  water 
often  comes  down  is  an  additional  guai*antee 
that  the  channel  will  bo  kept  clear,  and  that 
all  the  di'bris  will  be  swept  away  if  the  train- 
ing-walls are  constructed  so  as  to  confine  the 
water  within  a  reasonable  channel.  There  is 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  works  carried  out 
at  Greymouth,  and  also  to  a  limited  extent  at 
Hokitika,  as  far  as  proposed  by  Sir  John  Coode, 
will  answer  all  the  purposes  intended.  Coming 
to  another  point,  it  was  argued,  when  the  other 
Bill  was  before  us,  that  one  port  would  be  sufiS- 
cient  to  supply  the  coal  for  the  requirements 
of  the  colony,  and  for  any  export  trade  there 
might  be.  Now,  I  find  by  certain  statements 
put  forward,  which  are  guaranteed  by  the  good 
faith  of  a  member  of  the  other  House  and  of  an 
uifluential  Committee,  that  the  Wcstpoii;  Com- 
pany were  obliged  to  decline  a  tender  for  150,000 
tons  for  the  Victorian  railways,  and  also  70,000 
tons  for  the  Melbourne  Gasworks;  and  they 
also  declined  negotiations  with  the  South  Aus- 
tralian people  for  supplying  them  with  coal  for 
smelting- works,  and  also  with  a  Noumcan  com- 
pany for  the  supply  of  coke.  These  are  simply 
a  few  of  the  outlets  that  have  been  referred  to. 
As  I  said  before,  the  Westport  Company  have 
sufficient  information  to  justify  them  in  as- 
suming that,  if  they  could  get  out  large  vessels 
drawing  16ft.  of  water — and  that  is  no  great 
depth,  because  even  now  there  is  sometimes 
that  depth  of  water  on  the  bar— there  is  a  fair 
chance  of  an  outside  market  for  something  like 
three  million  tons  a  year.  The  different  places 
to  which  coal  could  be  sent  are :  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  Mauritius,  Java,  Ceylon,  India, 
Singapore  and  the  neiglibourijig  islands,  China 
and  Hongkong,  Victoria,  South  Australia,  Tas- 
mania, Fiji  and  other  islands,  San  Francisco, 
Eon.  Mr.  Bonar 


Peru,  Chili,  and  elsewhere  in  South  Amerioa. 
These  are  the  places  to  which  it  is  believed 
that  that  largo  amount  of  coal  could  be  sent ; 
but,  assuming  that  only  half  that  amounfe 
were  exported,  still  the  export  trade  would  be 
very  considerable.  Now,  we  find,  from  the  re- 
ports, that  at  Westport  they  could  now  torn 
out  750,000  tons  per  annum.  Of  course  thaA 
amount  might  be  increased  as  other  mines 
were  opened.  If  we  take  the  three  mines  at 
the  Grey,  only  two  of  which  are  now  workings 
they  could  turn  out  450,000  tons,  and  the 
two  fields  together  would  only  yield  1,200,000 
tons;  and  surely  that  is  not  an  exceptional 
amount  to  look  at  when  we  have  to  supply  the 
whole  colony,  even  saying  nothing  of  export. 
We  at  present  import  from  Newcastle  over  a 
hundred  thousand  tons  of  coal  a  year;  but, 
still,  even  with  the  present  facilities — and  there 
are  now  a  large  number  of  steamers  engaged 
in  the  West  Coast  coal  trade — it  is- not  within 
the  bounds  of  reason  to  suppose  that  one  port 
would  bo  capable  of  supplying  the  wajits  of 
the  colony,  to  say  nothing  of  a  demand  fronx 
outside  places.  I  do  trust  the  Bill  will  receive 
the  support  of  the  Council,  as  it  certainly  has 
my  hearty  support. 

The  Hon  Mr.  WILLIAJklSON.— I  should  like 
to  say  that,  when  the  debate  was  opened,  I  felt 
very  much  inclined  to  go  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse,  and  I  am  not  entirely  convinced, 
no./  that  I  should  not  adhere  to  that  view  of 
the  case.  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  by  honour- 
able members  that  there  is  some\^hat  of  spccn* 
lation  in  making  these  .two  harbours ;  and,  as 
there  is  speculation  about  it,  would  it  not,  in 
the  present  state  of  the  colony,  be  sufficient  if 
we  tried  one  of  the  harbours  first  ?  1  think  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  said  that  increasing  the  output 
would  cheapen  the  coal — that  you  cannot  worfc 
a  mine  putting  out  small  quantities  cheaply, 
and  the  larger  the  output  the  more  cheaply 
you  can  supply  coal.  Now,  I  think  it  is  to  the 
interest  of  tlie  colony  to  open  coal  mines,  not 
all  m  one  district,  but  m  as  many  parts  of  the 
colony  as  possible.  I  do  not  agree  that  the 
West  Coast  should  have  the  supplying  of  the 
colony  with  all  its  coal.  There  are  a  great 
many  places  from  which  coal  can  be  and  is 
obtained.  Coal  is  a  hea\y  material,  and  its 
carriage  long  distances  is  ver>'  expensive.  There 
is  coal — not  of  the  same  quality,  I  admit,  as 
that  of  the  Buller  and  the  Grey  —  at  niany 
points  from  the  extreme  north  to  the  extreme 
south  of  New  Zealand.  In  the  North  Island 
at  several  phices  there  is  coal  that  answers  all 
purposes  for  stationarv  engines  and  all  house* 
hold  purposes,  and  tiiat  coal  can  be  worked 
much  more  cheaply  than  the  coal  either  at 
the  Grey  or  at  the  Buller  can  be  worked  and 
brought  to  those  places.  Now,  I  think  the 
colony  should  endeavour  to  open  fields  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony,  and  so  cheapen  ooal ; 
because  it  is  not  the  money  that  is  expended 
or  earned  by  the  men  working  a  coal  mine  that 
makes  the  great  value  of  coal-mining  to  a 
country — it  is  the  industries  which  foUow  the 
cheapening  of  coal  that  are  the  great  advantage, 
and  the  more  you  can  cheapen  the  production 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.] 


A,  Kidd 


[HOUSE.] 


and  Others. 


Ii5 


of  coal  the  more  industries  you  will  have  in 
tba  colony.  I  have  heard — I  am  not  capable 
of  flaying  myself  whether  it  is  so  or  not — that 
the  coal  at  Greymouth  is  good  for  gas ;  but  is 
there  any  coal  at  Greymouth  also  good  for 
steaming  purposes  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— Yes  ;  the  same 
coal. 

The  Hem.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— If  there  is, 
my  opinion  is  that,  as  the  colony  is  at  present 
ciroumstanced,  it  would  be  quite  sufficient  to 
go  on  with  the  Greymouth  works ;  and,  if  that 
proved  a  success,  the  colony  could,  in  the 
coarse  of  a  few  years,  when  probably  it  would 
be  in  a  hotter  position,  go  on  to  open  up  West- 
port.  It  would  not  bo.  logical  in  me  to  say 
that  Westport  should  not  be  opened,  unless  I 
assigned  some  reason.  It  is,  as  I  understand, 
80  placed  that  greater  capital  would  be  required 
to  enable  Westport  to  supply  coal  than  would  be 
required  in  the  case  of  Greymouth ;  so  that,  if 
it  is  thought  that  Greymouth  would  supply  all 
demands  in  the  colony  at  the  present  time, 
and  all  demands  likely  to  arise  for  some  years, 
then  I  think  the  colony  would  be  doing  what 
was  right  if  the  experiment  with  these  har- 
bours was,  in  the  first  place,  confined  to  one  of 
them,  and,  of  coiirse,  we  should  be  able  to  go 
on  with  the  other  if  the  demand  for  coal 
justified  incurring  additional  outlay  at  any 
tiihe. 

The  Gotmcil  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ates,  22. 
Adand                Fraser 
Baillie                 Grace 
Bamicoat           Henderson 
Bonar                 Johnson,  G. 
Brett                   Kobero 
Buckley,  G.        Lahmann 
Buckley,  P.  A.  Martin 
Dignan 

Noes,  6. 

McLean 
Miller 
Peacock 
R.  Pharazyn 
Pollen 
Reynolds 
Reeves. 

Ghamberlin       Waterhouse 
Nurse                 Williamson 

Wilson. 

Paib. 
For. 
Richmond,  J.  C. 

Against 
Whitmore. 

Majority  for, 
BiU  read  a  second  time. 

17. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m 
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Ffaret  Beading— A.  Kidd  and  Othors— Currency  and 
Government  Land  Bank— Ho-siiitals  and  Charit- 
able Aid— T.  T.  Patuki— MincB  Act— The  Queen  v. 
Ifaloney  and  Hughet} — E.  Kollerson  and  Others— 
W.  Docherty— Achfoiou  Coal  — Lakes  District 
Court— Mamototo  Land— Westport  Colliery  Com- 
pany— ^Waikato-Thamefl  Kail  way—  Marton-Muri- 
motu  Boa.rl  Kepairs- Tricycles  for  Post  and 
Telegraph  Delivery— Ha'wke's  Bay-Central  Bail- 
way  Connection  -  North  Inland  Trunk  Railway — 
Toiegrai)h  Employes  — Railway  Employes'  Back 
Pay— Native  Lands  Hottlement  Bill— Population, 
Ac.,  of  Provincial  District*— Wakoa  County  Re- 
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venue  and  Expenditure— New  Zealand  Interna 
tional  South  Sea  Trading  Company  Bill— East 
and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island)  and  Nelson  Rail- 
way and  Railways  Consti-uction  Bill— Land  Bill. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill. 

A.  KIDD  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  FULTON  moved,  That  the  report  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
A.  Kidd  and  others  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MOSS  moved,  as  an  addition  to  the 
motion,  "and  that  the  Government  be  re- 
quested to  specially  examine  the  allegations 
of  the  petitioners  that  they  have  suffered  by 
retrospective  legislation  on  the  part  of  this 
Parliament."  He  would  not  have  taken  this 
unusual  course  were  it  not  that  the  whole  cir- 
cumstances were  most  unusual.  He  did  not 
suppose  there  was  another  case  in  which  retro- 
spective legislation  had  been  attempted  to  give 
a  legal  right  to  one  party  in  a  dispute,  to  the 
prejudice  of  another  party.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose thero  was  another  case  in  which  the  power 
of  Parliament  had  been  so  prostituted  as  in 
the  case  now  before  the  House.  It  was  new 
to  many  honourable  members,  and  perhaps  he 
might  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  about 
it.  Certain  parties  were  acting  as  agents  for 
the  Natives.  These  parties  happened  to  be 
the  Ministers  of  this  country;  but,  still,  they 
were  acting  as  the  agents  of  others  in  this 
case  —  as  the  agents  for  certain  Natives  of 
Ohinemutu.  Their  officers  laid  out  a  township 
at  Ohinemutu.  They  spent  something  like 
£1,000  of  public  money  in  puffing  that  town- 
ship to  an  extraordinary  degree.  They  made 
the  most  outrageous  promises  in  respect  to  it. 
They  promised  that  there  should  he  a  water  sup- 
ply,—  that  there  should  be  pavilions,  and  all 
kinds  of  great  things ;  and  led  people  to  believe 
they  would  very  soon  have  established  in  that 
place  a  very  large  and  flourishing  township. 
Railways  and  all  kinds  of  things  were  to  come. 
They  did  more.  They  expressly  limited  the 
township  to  a  few  sections,  in  order  that  compe- 
tition might  be  artificially  stimulated,  and  that 
a  higher  rent  might  be  obtained.  In  fact,  the 
Government  of  the  colony,  acting  as  agents  for 
the  Maoris,  did  all  that  George  Robins  in  his 
palmiest  days  in  England  would  have  done» 
to  enhance  the  value  of  the  property.  Having 
succeeded  so  far,  they  succeeded  also  in  in- 
ducing a  few  innocent  persons,  for  whonai  ho 
felt  sorry,  and  some  very  knowing  ones,  with 
whom  he  did  not  so  much  sympathize,  to  lease 
those  sections  at  an  exorbitantly  high  rent. 
In  course  of  time  it  was  found  out  that  the 
promises  were  pie-crust;  and  it  was  found 
out,  also,  by  the  unfortunate  leaseholders, 
that  they  had  been  deluded,  by  the  trust 
which  it  is  usual  to  place  in  Government 
representations,  into  paying  too  large  a  sum 
for  their  leases.  The  consequence  was  that 
tliey  resisted  the  attempt  of  the  Government 
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to  collect  the  rent,  and  they  found  that  the 
Government,  the  agents  for  tiie  Maoris  in  this 
case,  were  so  far  wrong  that  they  had  no  legal 
right  to  sue  them.  Acting  upon  that  discovery 
they  formed  an  association  for  their  own  de- 
fence, and  there  was  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  they  would  have  been  able  to  throw  their 
leases  back  on  the  hands  of  the  Maori  agents 
had  not  this  House,  at  that  stage,  intervened 
and  passed  a  retrospective  Act,  which  enabled 
the  agents  to  go  into  Court  and  legally  assert 
their  claims.  That  Act,  passed  in  1883,  was 
made  to  take  effect  in  1881.  He  thought  that 
honourable  members  who  were  not  members  of 
the  House  at  that  time  would  feel  astonished 
that  such  a  course  should  have  been  taken. 
They  mig^t  even  doubt  whether  he  was  correct 
in  his  statement ;  but  he  could  only  say  that 
he  resisted  it  at  the  time  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power.  There  were  very  few  to  support  him, 
but  he  would  have  succeeded  in  resisting  it 
effectually,  were  it  not  that  the  Government  had 
very  artfully  mixed  up  the  Thames-Rotorua 
Bedlway  in  the  Bill,  and  so  succeeded  in  pass- 
ing it  and  rendering  nugatory  his  attempts  to 
stop  it.  All  the  leaseholders  said  was  this :  *<  If 
your  land  is  worth  the  money  you  have  let  us 
have  it  for,  if  it  was  worth  that  sum  then,  it  is 
worth  more  now,  because  the  place  is  more  ad- 
vanced, everything  is  in  a  better  condition.  We 
are  perfectly  willing  to  sacrifice  the  rental  we 
have  paid ;  but  relieve  us  from  the  liability  for 
the  future.  We  cannot  build  on  the  land,  be- 
cause it  is  of  such  a  nature  that  a  pile  can- 
not be  driven  into  it ;  if  you  do,  up  comes  a 
stream  of  hot  water.  The  whole  thing  is  in  a 
most  shameful  mess.  Let  us  out  of  it,  and  we 
will  hand  back  these  sections  to  you :  you  will 
be  none  the  worse  ;  you  had  no  right  to  injure 
us  by  retrospective  legislation;  you  will  have 
your  land  back,  but  relieve  us  of  this  liability." 
It  was  a  very  serious  liability.  They  were  not 
all  wealthy  men  who  went  into  these  purchases. 
If  this  liability  still  existed  at  their  death,  a 
liability  extending  over  many  years,  it  would 
be  a  very  serious  thing  to  their  families ;  and 
it  was  in  their  behalf,  more  especially,  that 
he  himself  felt  strongly  in  the  matter.  There 
happened  to  be  one  or  two  wealthy  men  who 
entered  on  these  purchases,  and  to  them  it 
was  a  trifling  matter.  Their  names  were  not 
attached  to  the  petition.  To  many  it  was  a 
very  serious  question,  and  he  thought  he  was 
right  in  asking  that  the  addition  he  had  moved 
should  be  attached  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  could  not  consent  to  the 
addition  to  the  motion,  for  the  following  reasons: 
As  the  honourable  gentleman  was  well  aware, 
a  case  between  the  Commissioner  of  Crown 
Lands  and  one  of  the  lessees  of  this  reserve 
was  now  before  the  Supreme  Court  awaiting 
adjudication,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
object  of  the  amendment  was  to  suspend  opera- 
tions in  the  Supreme  Court.  That  seemed  to 
bo  the  clear  object  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. The  Committee  had  recommended  that 
the  subject  should  be  carefully  considered  by 
the  Qovemment.  The  other  day  the  honour- 
Mr.  Moss 


able  member  for  Pamell  asked  him  to  suspend 
proceedings  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  he  re- 
fused to  do  so  on  the  ground  that,  as  the  case 
had  been  brought  iuto  the  Supreme  Court  and 
expense  incurred,  it  was  right  the  opinion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  should  be  obtained  on  the 
question  at  issue.  He  was  perfectly  aware 
that  the  matter  was  in  a  most  unsatisfactory 
state ;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  something 
would  have  to  be  done.  What  that  something 
was  he  did  not  know.  He  had  made  inquiries 
on  the  subject,  but  he  had  been  unable  to 
obtain  any  information  of  a  satisfactory  nature. 
It  was  true  the  township  was  in  the  wrong 
plcbce,  and  that  a  great  deal  of  hardship  had 
resulted  from  one  cause  or  another.  It  was 
not  merely  a  question  of  the  Grovemment 
taking  over  the  whole  of  the  responsibility 
in  this  matter.  The  Grovemment  was  acting 
for  the  Natives,  and  was  the  trustee  for  the 
Natives.  It  was  their  duty,  in  his  opinion,  to 
consider  the  position  of  the  Natives — ^how  they 
would  be  affected.  What  right  had  they  to 
say  that  the  bargain  entered  into  between  two 
contracting  parties 

Mr.  MOSS.— Not  lawfully. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  they  had  a  right  to 
assume  it  was  lawful  until  that  question  was 
decided  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Assuming  it 
had  been  lawfully  entered  into,  what  right  had 
they  to  intervene,  and  so  by  their  action  pre- 
judice the  rights  of  the  Natives?  Suppose 
they  were  to  do  so,  what  would  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  The  Grovemment  would  have  to  take 
over  the  responsibility  for  the  whole  of  the 
Native  rights,  a  responsibility  which  would 
be  unlimited.  The  report  of  the  Committee 
was,  to  his  mind,  a  perfectly  intelligible  re- 
port— that  the  Government  should  inquire  into 
th'e  whole  matter.  Of  course  he  should  make 
it  his  business  to  investigate  it  very  carefully 
during  the  recess.  He  hoped  nothing  would 
be  done  in  the  House  to  prejudice  either  the 
position  of  the  Government  or  that  of  the 
Natives. 

Captain  RUSSELL  ventured  to  suggest 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell 
should  tack  his  amendment  on  to  the  first 
notice  of  motion.  It  appeared  to  be  an  abso- 
lutely identical  case.  Certain  people  had 
entered  into  certain  agreements,  and,  finding 
they  had  made  a  bad  bargain,  they  wished  to 
be  released  from  them. 

Mr.  MOSS,  by  way  of  personal  explanation, 
said  that,  when  the  Minister  of  Lcmds  stated 
that  ho  had  applied  to  him  to  stay  proceed- 
ings, he  should  have  said  that  it  was  only 
pending  the  result  of  this  petition  being  ascer- 
tained. The  honourable  gentleman  had  asked 
what  right  Parliament  had  now  to  intervene. 
If  he  had  asked  what  right  had  Parliament  to 
intervene  on  the  first  occasion 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  now  assuming  the  right  of  repljingt 
to  which  he  was  not  entitled,  SiUd  not  confining 
himself  to  making  a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  MOSS  said  he  was  satisfied,  and  had  no 
wish  to  proceed  further  in  his  explanation. 

Amendment  negatived. 
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CUBRENCY  AND  GOVERNMENT  LAND 
BANK. 
Mr.  MACANDREW  asked  the  Government, 
If  they  vfUl  consider  as  to  the  expediency  of  ap- 
pointing a  Royal  Commission  during  the  recess 
to  inquire  and  report — (1)  As  to  what  alteration, 
if  any,  should  be  made  in  the  law  regulating 
the  currency  in  New  Zealand ;  (2)  as  to  the 
advisability  or  otherwise  of  establishing  a  Go- 
vernment land  bank,  whereby  advances  may 
be  obtained  upon  freehold  land  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest,  upon  some  such  plan  or  system  as  that 
under  which  the  Government  of  India  makes 
such  advances?  Of  course,  in  asking  this 
question,  he  was  precluded  from  introducing 
debatable  matter.  He  was  aware  that  the  first 
question  was  one  upon  which  there  existed  a 
great  difference  of  opinion,  and  it  might  fairly 
be  considered  debatable,  and  therefore  he  would 
not  say  anything  further  about  it.  With  re- 
gard to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  he 
thought  that  that  could  not  be  regarded  as  de- 
batable, at  all  events.  He  thought  he  might 
be  permitted  to  say  that  it  would  give  an  enor- 
mous impetus  to  the  development  of  the  agri- 
cultural and  pastoral  resources  of  the  colony  if 
some  means  could  be  devised  whereby  the  cul- 
tivators of  the  soil  could  obtain  money  at  a 
low  rate  of  interest.  He  believed  the  whole 
colony  would  be  benefited  thereby.  He  un- 
derstood that  some  such  system  prevailed  in 
British  India,  but  he  was  not  exactly  aware 
of  the  precise  conditions  of  it.  That  there 
was  such  a  provision  could  be  gathered  from 
various  reliable  sources.  He  had  also  found, 
from  an  official  publication,  that  a  sum  oi 
thirty  millions  sterling,  up  to  a  late  date,  had 
been  advanced  by  the  Government  of  India  in 
this  direction,  the  payments  having  been  made 
in  Government  notes,  which  were  legal  tender 
throughout  that  part  of  the  Empire.  Of  course 
a  Royal  Commission  would  fully  ascertain  the 
ins  and  outs  of  the  matter,  and  also  ascertain 
the  terms  on  which  a  similar  system  existed  in 
Canada,  if  he  was  not  misinformed.  Ho  be- 
heved  that  to  the  existence  of  this  provision  in 
India  might  be  attributed  to  a  great  extent  the 
grain  production  of  late  years,  which  had  so 
enormously  increased  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
He  believed  a  Commission  really  composed  of 
practical  business  and  unprejudiced  men,  whose 
minds  were  not  stereotyped  in  the  mould  of  the 
existing  order  of  things,  could  not  faiT  to  devise 
a  plan  which  would  commend  itself  to  this 
House  and  to  tlie  Legislature  next  session.  He 
migbt  say  that  he  was  not  particularly  en- 
amoured of  Royal  Commissions,  as  honourable 
members  knew :  at  the  same  time  he  believed 
that  the  Commission  indicated  would  really  be 
of  very  great  service  to  the  colony.  Probably 
the  Government  would  prefer — indeed,  he  had 
no  doubt  they  would  desire — to  be  fortified  by  a 
direct  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  House  upon 
this  question,  and  with  thxt  view  he  had  placed 
a  notice  of  motion  on  the  Supplementary  Order 
Paper,  hoping  to  be  able  to  bring  it  on  before 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply.  He  should  be 
glad  indeed  if  the  Government  could  see  their 
way  to  give  a  favourable  answer  to  the  question 


he  had  now  put,  independent  altogether  of  that 
notice  of  motion. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  question  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  put  was  one  of  considerable 
importance,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  answer 
it  as  fully  as  the  limits  at  his  command  would 
enable  him  to  do  so.  With  regard  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question,  he  might  say  that  the 
Government  would  consider  the  expediency  of 
appointing  such  a  Commission.  He  had  to 
point  out  to  the  honourable  gentleman  that, 
unless  there,  was  good  reason  to  think  that  the 
laws  relating  to  currency  required  alteration, 
a  Royal  Commission  would  do  a  great  deal  more 
harm  than  good  by  im settling  the  conditions  of 
trade,  and  leading  people  to  suppose  that  some 
material  alterations  were  likely  to  be  made, 
when  such  expectations  might  not  be  likely  to 
be  carried  out.  They  had  heard  a  great  dead 
about  the  establishment  of  a  State  bank,  and 
using  paper  to  an  unlimited  extent;  but  he 
must  say  that,,  as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to 
judge  of  any  of  the  proposals  that  had  been  put 
forward,  they  seemed  to  him  to  be  very  little 
short  of  the  character  of  a  paper  currency — a 
thing  which,  he  need  scarcely  point  out,  would 
not  be  desirable  when  there  was  no  necessity 
for  anything  of  the  kind.  The  country  could 
obtain  the  money  it  required  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest,  and,  that  being  so,  there  was  no  reason 
why  they  should  submit  to  the  sacrifice  a  paper 
currency  entailed.  The  colony  was  not  in  such 
a  position  as  to  require  to  resort  to  this  mode 
of  obtaining  money.  He  had  said  sufficient  to 
show  that  he  thought  it  was  a  matter  that 
would  require  very  great  consideration  before 
a  Royal  Commission  should  bo  appointed  for 
the  purpose  stated  in  the  first  part  of  the  ques- 
tion. But,  with  regard  to  the  second  part  of 
the  question,  he  thought  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  referred  to  a  subject  which  was  not 
only  of  very  great  importance,  but  one  which 
had  a  great  hold  upon  the  country — the  ques- 
tion of  whether,  for  actual  improvements,  the 
cultivators  of  the  soil  should  not  be  able  to 
obtain  money  upon  much  more  satisfactory 
terms  than  they  were  able  to  do  so  at  present. 
He  should  be  inclined  to  say  that  it  would 
be  desirable  to  appoint  a  Royal  Commission 
for  the  purpose  indicated  by  the  honourable 
gentleman;  but,  as  far  as  he  (Sir  J.  Vogel) 
was  aware,  there  was  no  information  available 
in  the  country  upon  the  question.  The  matter 
had  been  brought  before  him  from  numerous 
quarters  since  he  had  been  here,  and  he  had 
industriously  made  inquiries,  but  he  could  not 
find  that  there  was  any  information  in  New 
Zealand.  Regarding  the  system  under  which 
the  land  banks  in  Austria  and  Germany  — 
which  were  known  to  be  a  pronounced  success 
—  were  carried  on,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
find  any  evidence.  With  regard  to  the  system, 
of  making  advances  in  India,  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred,  he  was  mider 
the  impression  that  there  existed  some  such 
system,  but  there  was  no  evidence  available. 
The  honourable  member  would  no  doubt  agree 
with  him  that  the  better  course  for  the  Gj\or.\- 
ment  to  pursue  would  be  to  send  Homo  t> 
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England,  and  possibly  to  India,  to  obtain  all 
the  information  possible  on  the  subject,  and 
then  to  decide  whether  it  was  desirable  to 
aj>point  a  Royal  Commission,  or  whether  the 
Govemment  should  take  the  responsibility  of 
acting  upon  the  information  themselves.  As 
tar,  therefore,  as  obtaining  the  information  was 
concerned,  ho  was  able  to  assure  the  honour- 
able gentleman  that  the  Govemment  would 
take  steps  to  do  so ;  and,  after  receiving  the 
information,  they  would  judge  whether  it  was 
desirable  to  take  advantage  of  the  other  course 
he  had  referred  to. 

HOSPITALS  AND  CHARITABLE  AID. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Govemment,  If.it  is 
their  intention  for  the  future  to  maintain,  or  to 
assist  in  maintaining,  out  of  the  consolidated 
revenue,  the  hospitals  and  charitable  institu- 
tions of  the  colony,  in  a  manner  that  is  equit- 
able to  the  different  districts  of  the  colony? 
He  had  been  induced  to  ask  this  question  after 
a  perusal  of  the  return  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  from  which  he  had  gathered  the  fol- 
lowing facts.  He  had  ascertained  that  there 
were  fifteen  hospitals  wholly  maintained  in  this 
colony  during  the  last  financial  year,  at  a  cost 
of  £43,639.  Those  hospitals  were  as  follow: 
Auckland,  Thames,  Napier,  Now  Plymouth, 
Wellington,  Nelson,  Wcstport,  Picton,  Blen- 
heim, Westland,  Christchurch,  Akaroa,  Timaru, 
Waimate,  and  Dunedin.  The  partially-sub- 
sidized institutions  were :  1  hospital,  subsidized 
£3  for  £1,  Tuapcka;  2  hospitals,  subsidized  £2 
for  £1,  Coromandel  and  Waipawa ;  17  hospitals, 
subsidized  £1  for  £1,  Cook,  Wairarapa  West, 
Wairarapa  East,  Buller,  Inangahua,  Grey» 
Westland  (2  hospitals),  Ashburton,  Lake  (2 
hospitals),  Vincent  (2  hospitals),  Alaniototo, 
Waitaki,  Southland,  and  Wallace ;  1  hospital, 
half  cost  paid  by  Government,  Patea.  As  ho 
was  debarred  from  introducing  debatable  mat- 
ter, he  would  only  say  that  the  conclusion  he 
had  come  to  on  a  perusal  of  this  return  was 
that  a  most  anomalous  state  of  matters  seemed 
to  have  existed  in  this  country  recently  in  re- 
gard to  the  maintenance  of  these  liospitals.  He 
asked  the  question  in  the  hope  that  tlie  Go- 
vernment would  intimate  to  the  House  their 
determination  tliat  in  tlio  future  provision  for 
the  maintenance  of  hospitals  some  more  equit- 
able plan  of  granting  assistance  to  these  hospi- 
tals would  be  followed  th\n  had  hitherto  been 
the  case. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentleman's 
question  alluded  to  one  of  the  most  difficult 
and,  he  thought,  one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory 
matters  the  Govemment  had  to  deal  with,  and 
that  was  the  distribution  of  funds  to  charitable 
institutions  and  hospitals.  In  fact,  the  whole 
thing  was  in  a  mess,  and  would  require  great 
consideration  and  care  during  the  recess  in  the 
way  of  devising  some  better  system  whereby 
those  institutions  would  be  properly  carried  on. 
The  system  would  never  be  satisfactory  so  long 
as  the  Govemment  found  the  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  these  institutions,  and  nad 
no  proper  supervision.  He  might  repeat  that 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


the  matter  would  have  careful  consider&t£<: 
during  the  recess. 

T.  T.  PATUKI. 

Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Native  Minister,- 
(1.)  What  decision  the  Govemment  have  arrive 
at  on  the  report  of  the  Native  Affairs  Comnxx* 
tee  of  the  year  1878  on  the  petition  of  Teon 
Topi  Patuki,  praying  that  the  Oovemmeja 
would  afford  them  some  relief  for  their  land 
which  were  sold  wrongfully  on  the  east  costs 
of  the  Middle  Island  ?  (2.)  If  the  Governmcxi 
have  not  arrived  at  any  decision,  in  what  wa. 
do  they  intend  affording  relief,  if  any?  Th, 
reason  he  put  this  question  on  the  Order  Papc 
was  this :  In  1878  Teone  Topi  Patuki  prescii1>e< 
a  petition  to  the  House,  and  the  recoaunon<3a 
tion  of  the  Committee  was  that  the  pctitioi 
should  bo  referred  to  the  Govemment.  Si: 
years  had  elapsed  since  the  petition  was  pre 
scntcd,  but  the  petitioner  had  not  yet  rcceivec 
any  reply  as  to  wliat  would  be  done.  It  \rai 
the  custom  of  different  Governments  to  defei 
replying;  to  Native  petitions. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  report  of  th< 
Committee  was  not  very  pronounced  or  defixiitc 
It  was  as  follows : — 

"  That  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  th&t,  i; 
the  complex  questions  of  Native  title  raised  b^ 
the  petition  are  to  be  inquired  into  exh&us 
tively,  it  must  be  done  by  a  different  tribunaJ 
from  a  Select  Parliamentary  Committee,  whose 
time  is  manifestly  far  too  limited  for  such  a 
purpose.  The  Committee  are  not  prepared  tc 
express  an  opinion  as  to  whether  such  an 
inquiry  should  bo  held  or  not,  but  recomixiend 
that  it  should  receive  the  attention  of  th« 
Government.*' 

The  matter  had  received  the  attention  ol 
Governments  since  1878;  but  the  claims  con- 
tained in  the  petition  were  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary character,  a  largo  amount  of  propert»y 
being  claimed.  The  Government  had  not  coma 
to  a  decision,  and  ho  did  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment would  see  their  way  to  take  any  Rtops  fji 
the  matter. 


MINES  ACT. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister 
Mines,  Whether  the  Govemment  will  take  tlii 
necessary  steps  to  call  a  conference  of  persoii 
elected  by  the  gold-miners  in  the  difterenl 
mining  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  considerii^ 
and  recommending  what  amendments  are  t^ 
quired  to  be  made  in  "  The  Mines  Act,  1877,** 
and  the  rules  and  regulations  made  thero* 
under  ?  He  put  the  question  for  this  reason 
that  he  found  that  the  Mines  Act  now  iA 
operation  was  drafted  in  accordance  with  th^ 
recommendations  of  a  conference  held  in  WeU 
lington  of  the  different  Wardens.  The  Adfc 
had  been  in  force  since  1877,  and  it  was  found 
nearly  every  session  that  gold-fields  mcmbeiS 
were  attempting  to  amend  the  Act,  or  com* 
plaining  of  various  clauses  in  the  Act,  or  of  thtt 
mles  and  regulations  made  under  it;  and  ht 
wished  to  ascertain  whether  the  Govemmeiili 
would  take  the  course  he  suggested,  in  orde^; 
to  find  out  how  the  Act  might  be  made  mord« 
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workable.  The  persons  engaged  in  working 
under  the  Act  might  be  presumed  to  be  most 
capable  of  suggesting  amendments  that  would 
make  the  Act  workable. 

Mr,  BALIiANCE,  in  reply,  said  the  Go- 
Temment  did  not  see  what  was  to  be  gained 
by  conTening  such  a  conference  as  was  sug- 
gested by  the  honourable  gentleman.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  best  conference  possible 
iras  that  of  the  representatives  of  mining  con- 
stituencies in  that  House.  They  were  the 
elected  representatives  of  the  miners,  and 
were  best  qualified  to  judge  as  to  what  were 
the  wants  and  interests  of  tibe  miners.  Various 
amendments  of  the  law  were  suggested  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  Gold  Fields  Committee 
would  be  the  best  body  to  consider  the  various 
woposals;  and  he  was  certain  that,  if  that 
Oommitteo  would  devote  its  attention  to  the 
matter  and  make  recommendations  to  the 
House,  the  law  might  be  put  in  a  much  more 
satisfactory  condition. 

THE  QUEEN  V,  MALONEY  AND 
HUGHES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, Whether  the  Crown  Prosecutor  entered  a 
noUe  prosequi,  at  the  last  sitting  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at  Hokitika,  in  the  case  of  The  Queen 
r.  Maloney  and  Hughes,  charged  with  arson, 
under  instructions  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  state  what 
those  instructions  wore  ? 

Mr.  TOKE  replied  that  the  late  Attorney- 
General,  apparently  after  the  fullest  considera- 
tion, authorized  the  Crown  Prosecutor  at  Hoki- 
tika to  enter  a  JiolU  prosequi  in  this  case.  The 
instructions  were  dated  the  11th  August  in  this 
year. 

E.  BOLIiEBSON  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  C  ADM  AN  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  be  will  give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Gold  Fields  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
Elijah  RoUerson  and  other  residents  of  Block 
97,  Thames  ?  The  Committee  had  found  that 
they  could  not  go  fully  into  the  merits  of  the 
case  without  incurring  considerable  expense  in 
piocnring  witnesses  from  the  Thames,  and  they 
therefore  recommended  that  the  Government 
should  instruct  the  Warden  there  to  take  evi- 
dence and  furnish  a  report.  He  would  like 
to  know  if  the  Government  would  give  the 
instructions  necessary  for  carrying  out  this 
leoommendation . 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  found,  on  inquiry, 
that  it  would  cost  £9,000  to  give  effect  to  the 
recommendations  of  t^e  Committee,  and  there- 
foie  he  quite  agreed  that  further  information 
was  necessary  before  anything  was  done.  The 
Government  would  take  steps  to  acquire  fur- 
tiier  information  from  the  Warden. 

W.  DOCHERTY. 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH-BRADSHAW  asked  the 

Minister  of  Mines,  If  he  will  give  effect  to  the 

tecommendation  of  the  Gold  Fields  Committee 

CO.  the  petition  of  William  Docherty,  a  pro- 


Xotor  on  the  west  coast  of  the  Middle  Island, 
9  asks  for  some  assistance  to  enable  him  to 
open  up  tracks  to  the  lodes  of  ore  discovered  by 
him,  so  as  to  reduce  the  cost  of  carrying  mining 
materials  and  provisions? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  he  found  that 
Mr.  Docherty  had  already  received  a  sum  of 
£130  as  assistance  towards  prospecting.  The 
Government,  however,  recognized  the  great 
exertions  made  by  him,  and,  as  he  seemed  to 
be  a  thoroughly  trustwortiiy  person,  they  were 
prepared  to  assist  him  further  to  the  extent 
of  £1  for  £1  up  to  £160. 

ACHERON  COAL. 

Mr.  McMillan  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  are  aware  of  tho  existence  of 
large  coal-seams  of  anthracite  coal  of  superior 
steaming  qualities  in  the  vaUey  of  the  Acheron 
River;  and  whether  thev  will,  owing  to  the 
demand  for  such  coal,  offer  facilities,  by  rail- 
way commimication,  for  the  development  of 
these  coal  mines  ?  Dr.  Hector,  in  his  geological 
report  of  1870-71,  stated  that  in  that  district 
there  were  three  distinct  coal-seams,  the 
thickest  being  one  of  4ft.,  and  added  that  this 
coal  was  remarkable  from  its  being  converted 
into  a  true  anthracite.  He  (l^lr.  McMillan) 
understood  that  other  seams  had  been  dis- 
covered since  that  report  was  made.  The  coal 
was  on  the  line  of  the  East  and  West  Coast 
Railway  via  Lake  Lyndon  and  Arthur's  Pass, 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  coal  found  in  Acheron  Valley 
was  of  the  very  hi^est  and  best  quality  of 
anthracite  coal  yet  discovered  in  New  Zealand ; 
but,  from  the  information  at  the  disposal  of  the 
department.  Dr.  Hector  stated  that,  as  far  as 
at  present  known,  the  deposit  was  not  a  very 
extensive  one.  When  the  district  was  further 
prospected  other  discoveries  might  be  made; 
but  it  was  necessary  to  know  that  before  rail- 
way communication  could  be  extended  to  the 
district. 

LAKES  DISTRICT  COURT. 
Mr.  FERGUS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
— (1.)  What  amount  has  been  saved  through 
the  recent  changes  in  clerks  of  Court  in  Lakes 
District?  (2.)  Whether  he  will  cause  War- 
dens' and  Resident  Magistrates'  Courts  to  be 
held  in  that  district  more  frequently  than  at 
present  ?  The  first  part  of  the  question  spoke 
for  itself ;  but,  as  to  the  second  part,  he  might 
explain  that  it  referred  to  a  grievance  which 
had  existed  for  some  j^ears,  the  Wardens  in. 
the  interior  of  Otago  bemg  almost,  or  he  might 
say  quite,  unable  to  overtake  the  great  amount 
of  duty  which  fell  upon  them,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  business  of  the  Court  suffered 
considerably.  The  particular  Warden  to  whom 
the  question  referred  was  now  doing  the  work 
which  used  to  be  performed  some  four  yearB 
ago  by  three  men ;  and  tho  same  sort  of  thing 
was  going  on  all  through  the  interior  of  Otago. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  of  J^ustice  would  take 
action  in  the  direction  suggested,  so  that  juB- 
tice  might  be  administered  better  than  it  waa 
at  present  in  this  respect. 
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Mr.  TOLE  said  that  tbo  answer  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question  was  that  the  saving  had 
been  £320  a  year.  With  regard  to  the  second 
part,  he  was  not  aware  that  any  strong  repre- 
sentation— so  strong  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man made  out — had  been  made  on  the  subject. 
He  would,  however,  make  inquiries  into  the 
subject,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case. 

Mr.  FERGUS  might  be  allowed  to  explain 
that  the  matter  had  been  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  late  Minister  of  Justice  in  1883, 
when  the  estimates  were  going  through,  and 
he  said  that  some  steps  should  be  taken. 

MANIOTOTO  LAND. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands,  If  he  is  aware  that  the  unselected 
balance  of  the  reserves  of  land  set  apart  for 
settlement  in  Maniototo  District  is  unfit  for 
agricultural  purposes;  and  whether,  being 
satisfied  of  the  fact,  he  will  take  steps  to 
cause  suitable  land,  in  sufficient  quantity,  to 
be  thrown  open  ? 

Mr.  BALLANOE,  in  reply,  said  there  was 
some  doubt  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  land  for 
settlement ;  but  in  ten  months'  time  the  leases 
of  other  reserves  would  expire,  and  there  would 
then  be  sufficient  good  agricultural  land  set 
aside.  But  he  might  say  he  understood  there 
was  at  the  present  time  a  large  quantity  of 
land  fit  for  settlement  in  that  district  which 
might  be  selected. 

WESTPORT  COLLIERY  COMPANY. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the  Westport 
Colliery  Company  have  recently  purchased 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  the  land 
leased  to  the  company  at  Wallsend,  Grey 
River;  and,  if  so,  when  was  it  decided  by 
the  Government  to  allow  the  company  to  pur- 
chase the  lajid,  and  upon  what  conditions ; 
also,  were  the  interests  of  the  residents  on  the 
ground  so  purchased  taken  into  consideration 
when  grantmg  to  the  company  the  privilege  of 
purchase,  and,  if  so,  what  were  those  condi- 
tions? He  asked  this  question  because  he 
found  that  reports  were  current  in  the  district 
that  the  Westport  Colliery  Company  had  re- 
cently purchased  a  block  of,  he  thought,  160 
acres,  which  was  originally  included  in  and 
formed  part  of  their  mineral  lease  of  1,000 
acres.  On  this  particular  part  of  the  block  a 
township  had  sprung  up,  and  he  was  anxious 
to  know  whether  the  Government,  in  making 
such  a  sale,  had  imposed  any  conditions  to 
secure  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  re- 
sidents. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  wa.s  true  that  the 
Westport  Colliery  Company  had  recently  pur- 
chased 150  acres  of  the  land  leased  by  them. 
It  was  decided  by  the  Government  to  allow 
the  company  to  purchase  the  land  on  the  7th 
June,  1884.  It  was  allowed  on  condition  that 
the  company  was  to  sell  or  lease  to  the  occu- 

fiers  allotments  on  which  houses  had  been 
nilt,  and  it  was  fixed  that,  in  case  of  the  lease 
of  a  section  being  required,  the  rent  was  not  to 


exceed  £2  10s.  per  centum  per  annum  on  the 
capital  value,  and  that  there  should  be  a  ri^t 
of  renewal  at  the  same  rent.  He  had  not  befon 
him  information  as  to  how  much  was  paid  by 
the  company. 

WAIKATO-THAMES  RAILWAY. 

Colonel  FRASER  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  What  are  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  that  portion  of  the 
authorized  Waikato  to  the  Thames  Railway 
between  Kopu  and  Te  Aroha  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  intentioit 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  this  railway 
was  as  stated  in  the  Public  Works  Statement* 
The  portion  named  in  that  Statement  could, 
the  Government  considered,  be  completed  dur- 
ing the  currency  of  this  year ;  and  they  would 
propose  next  year  to  further  continue  the  line. 

MARTON-MURIMOTU  ROAD  REPAIRS. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Publie 
Works,  Whether  ho  will  give  directions  to  make 
such  repairs  on  the  Marton-Murimotu  Road 
known  as  Murray's  Track  as  will  make  it  fit  for 
traffic  ?  This  was  one  of  the  arterial  roads  of 
the  colony,  and  was  at  present  almost  the  only 
practicable  outlet  from  the  ^lurimotu  Plains  to 
the  West  Coast.  He  was  advised  by  the  Counfy 
Council  that  it  was  in  so  bad  a  state  that  it 
was  scarcely  fit  even  for  pack  traf&c.  He 
might  also  point  out,  in  connection  with  the 
route  lately  chosen  for  the  main  trunk  rail- 
way,  that  any  simi  placed  on  the  estimates 
for  the  repair  of  this  road  would  make  it  avail- 
able  for  haulage  purposes  to  that  line. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  thought  he  was  right 
in  saying  that  this  was  a  lino  of  road  whioh 
came  under  the  Roads  and  Bridges  Construe* 
tion  Act.  Under  those  circumstances  appli- 
cation ought  to  be  made  for  further  sums  of 
money  under  that  Act,  because  it  was  essentially 
one  of  those  roads  for  which  that  Act  was 
passed;  and,  so  long  as  the  Act  was  in  force, 
the  road  would  come  very  well  under  it.  A 
notice  had  been  given  that  day  with  r^ard  to 
a  second  road  in  this  district,  and  it  would  not 
be  competent  at  present  to  state  which  of  those 
roads — if  either,  or  both — ^would  be  required  as 
a  means  of  commimication  in  the  construction 
of  the  main  trunk  line. 

Mr.  BRUCE  understood  that  this  road  had 
been  taken  over  by  the  Government,  who  had 
since  taken  charge  of  the  repairs.  He  believed 
the  late  Government  had  appropriated  a  snnx 
of  £1,000  for  the  purpose  a  couple  of  years  a^^ 
which  had  not  yet  been  all  expended. 

TRICYCLES  FOR  POST  AND  TELE- 
GRAPH DELIVERY. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Govermnent, 
Whether,  with  a  view  to  saving  time  and  ex- 
pense in  the  public  service,  they  will  consider 
the  advisableness  of  adopting  the  use  of  tri- 
cycles for  the  delivery  of  parcels,  letters,  and 
telegrams  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  a  tricycle  was  tried  in 
1882,  in  Christchurch,  by  one  of  the  letter- 
carriers,  but  the  result  was  by  no  means  satis- 
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factozy.  The  many  unformed  streets  -which 
had  to  be  traversed,  and  the  fact  that  the 
carrier  had  to  dismount  so  frequently  and 
travel  on  foot  before  ho  could  deliver  lus  cor- 
respondence, were  deemed  serious  objections 
to  the  general  use  of  tricycles  by  letter-carriers 
in  the  Christchurch  District.  In  fact,  he  had  to 
cany  the  tricycle  as  often  as  the  tricycle  car- 
ried him.  For  remote  districts  with  level  roads 
the  tricycles  would  be  an  advantage ;  but  in 
very  populous  towns  they  would  be  useless, 
the  carriers  having  to  deliver  letters  at  one  or 
other  of  every  two  or  three  houses.  They  had 
not  been  tried  for  the  delivery  of  telegrams. 
For  the  delivery  of  long-distance  messages  they 
might  bo  used  with  advantage,  but  they  would 
not  answer  for  populous  centres.  The  use  of 
tricycles  for  delivery  of  long-distance  messages 
might  be  given  a  trial. 

HAWKERS  BAY-CENTBAL  RAILWAY 
CONNECTION. 

Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  take  steps  to  obtain  a  report  on  the 
character  of  the  country  through  which  a  rail- 
way would  pass  connecting  Hawke's  Bay  with 
the  Central  liailway  by  way  of  mland  Patea, 
and  ascertain  especially  the  capabilities  of  the 
country  such  a  line  would  open  for  purposes  of 
settlement ;  and  whether  arrangements  can  be 
made  with  the  Native  owners  for  tho  cession  of 
land  along  the  line ;  also,  if  the  Government 
will  have  a  survey  and  estimate  of  cost  of 
such  railway  prepared  ?  During  tho  debate  on 
the  central  railway  the  House  very  favourably 
viewed  the  claims  put  forth  by  the  West  Coast 
for  connection  with  that  line  and  Auckland, 
and  he  now  put  this  question  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
the  very  fine  country  through  which  any  com- 
monication  from  the  East  Coast  to  the  central 
line  must  pass.  The  district  of  inland  Patea 
was  one  of  the  finest  in  the  colony,  and  cer- 
tainly the  finest  in  the  interior  of  the  North 
Island,  besides  which  the  distance  would  not 
be  f(reat. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Government 
wore  aware  that  a  large  tract  of  this  country 
was  very  valuable  land,  and  well  worth  while 
opening.  The  honourable  gentleman  would  no 
doubt  have  noticed  that,  in  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Committee  on  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway,  very  much  was  said  in  favour 
of  connecting  this  inland-Patea  country  with 
the  main  line  by  a  branch  railway.  With  re- 
gard to  tho  question  of  whether  arrangements 
could  be  made  with  the  Native  owners  for  a 
cession  of  the  land  along  the  line,  he  was  not 
quite  sure,  but  ho  thought  that  some  of  the 
land  was  included  in  the  Bill  which  the  Native 
Minister  had  now  before  tho  House ;  and  no 
doubt,  before  any  steps  were  taken  with  regard 
to  the  land  there,  information  would  be  ob- 
tained as  to  how  the  land  could  be  got  from 
the  Native  owners.  As  to  the  construction  of 
the  line,  he  must  give  the  same  answer  as  he 
had  given  with  regard  to  the  line  joining  the 
West  Coast  with  the  main  line — namely,  that, 
as  the  constructipn  of  the  main  lino  was  being 


proceeded  with,  surveys  would  be  made  of  all 
parts  of  the  country  through  which  it  might  be 
thought  advisable  hereafter  to  construct  branch 
lines. 

NORTH  ISLAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  the  Government  will  at  once 
proceed  witli  tho  construction  of  the  North 
Island  Main  Trunk  Railway,  beginning  at 
Marton  as  well  as  at  Te  Awamutu  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  Go- 
vemment  had  hardly  considered  this  question 
yet,  and  could  not  do  so  until  the  railway  had 
been  sanctioned  by  Parliament. 

TELEGRAPH  EMPLOYlilS. 

Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Postmaster-General^ 
Is  it  the  rule  in  the  Telegraph  Department 
that  no  claim  for  overtime  is  entertained  un- 
less the  claimant  has  worked  one  hour  and  a 
half  in  excess  of  eight  hours'  duty  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  it  was  not  now  the 
rule  to  refuse  to  recognize  claims  for  overtime 
unless  the  claimant  had  worked  one  hour  and 
a  half  in  excess  of  the  eight  hours'  duty.  At 
the  principal  telegraph  offices  a  fortnight's  duty 
was  taken  as  the  basis  on  which  a  calculation 
was  made  as  to  the  overtime  any  telegraphist 
might  be  entitled  to,  and,  should  the  total  at- 
tendance be  greater  than  an  average  of  eight 
hours  a  day,  overtime  was  paid  on  the  excess. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES'  BACK  PAY, 
Sir  G.  GREY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works, — (1.)  Did  the  employes  of  the  locomotive 
branch,  Auckland  section  of  railways,  receive 
their  back  pay,  and,  if  so,  upon  what  date,  in 
accordance  with  the  circular  of  Superintend- 
ing Engmeer  F.  B.  Passmore,  No.  6-74,  18th 
day  of  September,  1874  ?  (2.)  Did  the  terms 
of  such  circular  include  officials  connected 
with  the  traffic  department  at  Aucklaoid,  and 
whether  these  public  servants  were  similarly 
treated  ?  (3.)  Whether  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  will  take  the  matter  of  these  traffic 
railway  employes  into  consideration,  and  au- 
thorize their  being  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner  as  those  employed  in  the  locomotive 
department  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  would  read  the  reply 
which  tho  department  had  sent  to  the  question^ 
and  which  set  forth  the  facts  of  the  case  very 
fully  :- 

'*  At  the  period  of  reorganization  of  the  Rail- 
way Department  in  1880-81  it  was  found  that 
different  rates  of  pay  and  regulations  prevailed 
in  di£Eercnt  parts  of  the  colony,  and  that  no 
uniform  treatment  had  been  followed.  After 
considering  the  subject,  the  Government  deter- 
mined  to  adopt  a  uniform  system  of  pay  and 
promotion  throughout  the  colony  on  the  rail- 
ways, and  this  was  introduced  in  May,  1881. 
The  Government  would  not  entertain  applica- 
tions for  exceptional  treatment  of  any  section, 
of  the  employes,  nor  for  the  refund  of  any 
alleged  arrears  on  account  of  non-promotion^ 
as  the  subject  of  increases  and  promotion  was 
considered  in  dealing  with  the  estimates  for 
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1879-80,  and  such  increases  were  allowed  as 
were  then  thought  proper.  The  employes  in 
the  locomotive  branch,  Auckland,  have  since 
repeatedly  claimed  sums  they  alleged  were 
due.  They  were  paid  their  claims  in  Septem- 
ber, 1883.  The  circular  alluded  to  included  in 
the  lists  rates  of  pay  for  traffic  employes.  The 
Government  has  received  petitions  from  the 
Auckland  traffic  employes  for  alleged  arrears 
of  pay,  and  return  of  the  10-per-cent.  reduction 
imposed  oh  all  Government  employes  during 
1879-80,  but  has  declined  to  accede  to  them. 
It  has  been  held  that  the  Auckland  traffic 
employes  are  not  entitled  to  claim  promo- 
tion or  increased  pay  any  more  than  any 
other  of  the  railway  employes  or  Civil  ser- 
vants, unless  such  increased  rates  of  pay  and 
promotion  were  allowed  by  the  Government 
of  the  day,  which  was  not  the  case.  The 
circular  in  question  was  an  instruction  from 
the  Minister  to  his  officer  in  1874,  but  had  been 
long  out  of  use." 

NATIVE  LANDS  SETTLEMENT  BILL. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  PERE,  it  was  ordered, 
That  Wahanui  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  this 
House  prior  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Native 
Lands  Settlement  Bill. 

POPULATION,  ETC.,  OP  PROVINCIAL 
DISTRICTS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SEDDON,  it  was 
ordered.  That  a  return  be  laid  before  this 
House  showing  the  population  in  the  Nelson, 
Vvellington,  Canterbury,  Auckland,  OtagO,  and 
Westland  Provincial  Districts ;  also  the  im- 
ports and  exports  of  the  said  districts. 

WAIROA  COUNTY  REVENUE  AND  EX- 
PENDITURE. 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  LOCKE,  it  was 
ordered,  That  there  bo  laid  upon  the  table  a 
return  of  the  amount  of  revenue  derived  from 
the  Wairoa  County  by  taxation,  sale  of  land,  or 
other  sources  durhig  the  past  five  years,  and 
the  amount  expended  in  the  same  locality 
during  the  same  period. 

NEW  ZEALAND  INTERNATIONAL 
SOUTH  SEA  TRADING  COMPANY  BILL. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Sir,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  I  will  endeavour  to  be  as 
concise  as  I  possibly  can.  The  subject  is  more 
or  less  well  known  to  honourable  members, 
but  I  trust  they  vvdll  be  able  to  come  to  its 
consideration  without  any  foregone  conclusion 
against  the  proposed  measure.  So  long  ago  as 
1874  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  corre- 
spondence upon  the  subject  of  constituting  a 
chartered  company,  and  subsequently  the  pro- 
posal took  the  form  of  incorporating  a  company 
by  Act  of  the  New  Zealand  Parliament.  The 
proposal  fell  through  for  reasons  not  necessary 
for  me  to  dwell  upon  now ;  but  I  may  say  that 
the  proposal  had  the  support  of  many  persons 
of  high  authority,  both  in  this  colony  and  in 
the  Mother-country.  In  1880  the  attention  of 
the  German  Govcnimcnt  was  directed  to  the 
subject,  and  Prince  Bismaxck  undertook  to  ob- 
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tain  a  guarantee  for  a  company  which  was  pro- 
posed to  be  established  under  very  wide  powera. 
I  was  Agent-General  at  the  time,  and,  in  send- 
ing out  a  translation  of  the  prosi)ectuB  of  the  pro- 
posed company,  I  used  the  following  words  :— 

"  The  primary  object  of  the  company  is  to 
take  over  the  assets  of  the  company  formed  bv 
Messrs.  GodefFroi.  But,  inasmuch  as  its  capital 
is  to  be  largely  in  excess  of  what  is  sufficient 
for  that  purpose,  with  an  almost  indefinite 
power  of  increase,  its  objects  are  presumably  of 
a  much  more  ambitious  description  than  those 
of  the  company  it  supersedes.  Its  title  is  & 
very  wide  one — *  The  German  Maritime  Trading 
Company ; '  and  its  object  is  stated  to  be  *  trans- 
atlantic trade,  the  purchase  and  working  of 
factories,  mills,  and  plantations,  particularly  in 
the  South  Sea  Islands.*  Prince  Bismarck  con- 
siders the  company  to  have  an  importance  of 
so  high  a  national  character  that  he  has  imder- 
taken  to  j)rocure  for  it  a  guaranteed  minimnm 
rate  of  dividend  to  the  shareholders." 

This  proposal  of  Prince  Bismarck's  fell 
through,  the  German  Parliament  not  agreeing 
to  give  the  amount  of  guarantee  that  he  pro- 
posed. Nevertheless  the  company  was  fonned, 
and,  in  one  shape  or  another,  has  carried  oat 
large  transactions  in  the  Pacific  Isla^nds.  We 
know  now  that  within  the  last  year  or  two  thojie 
South  Sea  Islands  have  become  objeSts  of  am- 
bition, not  to  say  of  cupidity,  to  some  of  tho 
principal  nations  of  the  world.  In  fact,  histoiy 
IS  being  made  so  fast  in  regard  to  them  that  it 
is  impossible  to  say  now  from  day  to  day  what 
is  the  actual  position.  This  we  know:  that, 
after  a  long  series  of  negotiations,  the  English 
Government  has  consented  to  assume  a  protec- 
torate over  the  south-eastern  portion  of  New 
Guinea;  but,  as  far  as  we  know,  with  regard 
to  other  islands  the  Imperial  authorities  have 
not  shown  much  willingness  to  carry  out  tho 
wishes  of  the  other  colonies  and  the  wishes  of 
New  Zealand  expressed  last  year  with  regard 
to  annexation  and  protection.  Now,  it  seeing; 
to  me  that  it  is  of  great  importance  to  us  to 
consider  that,  while  those  islands  arc  being,  so 
to  say,  sought  after  by  some  of  the  principal 
nations  of  tho  world,  such  as  Prance,  Ger- 
many, and,  if  the  newspapers  aro  to  be  trusted, 
Austria,  wo  at  whose  very  feet  they  lie  are 
neglectful  of  them.  I  find  that,  as  far  as  com- 
merce is  concerned,  whilst,  for  the  five  years 
ending  with  1882,  our  united  exports  and  im- 
ports to  the  islands  amounted  to  only  £683,000, 
the  trade  of  New  South  Wales  was  no  less  than 
£3,274,000.  I  have  referred  to  the  action  of 
the  Australian  Governments,  and  honourable 
members  know  that  that  will  come  on  for  dis- 
cussion under  a  series  of  resolutions,  of  which 
•my  colleague  has  given  notice.  Honourable 
members  are  aware,  also,  that  the  attention 
of  Australia  has  been  very  largely,  I  might 
almost  say  exclusively,  directed,  during  many 
months  past,  to  the  subject ;  but  the  result  can- 
not be  said  to  be  one  of  a  satisfactory  nature 
to  New  Zealand;  for  we  may  at  least  say 
this :  that  the  aimexation  of  a  portion  of  New 
Guinea  has  a  minimum  amount  of  interest 
and  importance  to  us  in  the  Colony  of  New 
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Zealand.  Although,  as  a  GoTernment,  wo  feel 
it  right  to  come  down  and  propose  that  we 
should  share  in  the  contrihution,  so  that  we 
shoold  not  be  outside  of  the  Australian  con- 
cert, yet  it  cannot  be  ignored  for  one  moment 
that  the  annexation  of  New  Guinea  is  of  the 
least  importance  to  us  as  compared  with  the 
annexation  of  other  islands  with  which  we  can 
do  a  trade.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that 
a  measure  which  was  passed  last  year,  and 
to  which  the  present  Government  attribute 
the  largest  amount  of  importance — the  An- 
nexation and  Confederation  Act  —  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  laid  before  the  Confer- 
ence or  Convention  in  Sydney,  or  to  have 
been  insisted  upon,  so  to  speak,  by  the  Now 
Zealand  Government  as  one  of  the  ptarting- 
points  of-  the  Conference.  I  may  be  wrong, 
and,  if  I  am,  perhaps  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  will  correct  me,  but  I  cannot  even 
see  that  that  Act  was  set  forth  before  tlic 
Conference,  or  that  any  action  was  taken  in 
reference  to  it.  Now,  it  appears  to  me  that 
that  Act,  although  it  was  reserved  for  the 
pleasure  of  Her  Majest)'  —  and  I  suppose  it 
was  necessary  that  such  a  course  should  be 
taken — was  one  of  the  largest  amount  of  im- 
portance to  the  colony,  and  one  which,  so  to 
Epeak,  should  have  bound  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand,  at  any  rate  as  the  starting-point 
for  action  with  the  other  Australian  Colonics. 
I  do  not  hold  that  that  Act  is  inconsistent 
^th  the  interests  .of  the  other  colonies,  or 
with  the  action  taken  by  the  other  colonioB. 
Let  us  bear  in  mind  this  :  that  the  first 
starting-point  of  the  interest  which  has  been 
attach^  to  the  South  Sea  Islands  by  the 
Australian  Colonies  had  its  origin  in  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  Queensland  to  annex 
New  Guinea.  I  understand  that  what  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  ask  is  this:  that  the  islands 
should  be  brought  under  the  dominion  of  a 
settled  and  stable  Government ;  and  it  would 
be  quite  as  much  in  conforrait)*  with  their 
wishes  that  they  should  be  confederated  with 
or  annexed  to  a  stable  Government  in  New 
Zealand  as  that  they  should  be  endowed  with 
a  much  less  civilized  form  of  government  in 
the  shape  of  a  protectorate.  I  do  not  hold 
that  the  Australian  Colonies  would  have  the 
right,  nor  do  I  believe  they  would  have  the 
inclination,  to  consider  that  Act  as  in  opposi- 
tion to  their  interests :  on  the  contrary,  I  think 
it  might  have  been  that  they  would  have 
indorsed  the  Act,  and  would  have  endeavoured 
to  obtain  for  it  the  assent  of  Her  ^fajcsty's 
Goremment.  I  may  say  that  such  is  the 
importance  we  have  attached  to  the  Act  in 
question  that  we  have,  by  telegraph,  instructed 
the  Agent-General  to  press  for  its  allowance 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  also  to  en- 
deavour, if  tlicro  is,  as  is  reported — as  honour- 
able members  have  seen  in  the  newspapers,  and 
as  has  been  more  or  less  confirmed  by  quasi- 
official  accounts  —  a  settlement  being  made 
between  the  various  Powers  as  to  the  islands 
of  the  Pacific,  to  urge  the  claims  of  New  Zea- 
land to  a  share  of  control.  We  have  thought 
it  right  to  press  upon  the  notice  of  the  Agent- 
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General  the  powers  given  to  the  colony  by 
the  Act  in  question,  and  to  state  that 
would  not  be  distasteful  to  this  colony  to  have 
the  option  of  annexing  the  Samoan  Group. 
Now,  Sir,  as  regards  the  question  which  more 
immediately  concerns  this  Bill,  we  think  this : 
that  tho  flag  in  these  Pacific  Islands  has 
mostly  in  tho  past  —  and,  more  or  less,  will 
do  so  in  the  future — followed  the  trade.  The 
action  which  France  and  Germany  are  taking 
is  action  which  has  not  been  commenced  with 
the  idea  of  instigating  and  initiating  trade,  but 
action  which  has  followed  upon  trade  and  com- 
mercial relations  which  have  grown  up ;  and 
we  cannot  help  thinking  that,  unless  we  have, 
so  to  speak,  power  placed  in  our  hands  to  deal 
with  the  commercial  aspect  of  tlie  question, 
there  is  not  much  probability  of  the  govern- 
ment portion  of  the  question  coming  in  the 
way  of  this  colony.  As  far  as  appearances  are 
now  concerned,  it  would  seem  that  the  whole 
trade  of  these  islands  is  not  coming  towards 
New  Zealand,  but  is  being  artificially  diverted 
from  it.  As  regards  the  importance  of  these 
islands,  I  could  not  pay  ojiy  more  eloquent 
tribute  to  their  probable  influence  on  the 
future  of  the  colony  than  by  reading  a  passage 
in  a  speech  delivered  lost  year  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  East  (Sir  George 
Grey).  Sir,  that  passage  is  so  suggestive  that, 
although  it  may  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  a 
great  many  honourable  members,  I  shall  take 
leave  to  read  it,  to  show  how  large  and  far- 
seeing,  I  may  say,  is  this  question  of  the  future 
action*which  may  result  from  a  more  intimate 
alliance  between  New  Zealand  and  the  Pacific 
Islands.     Sir  George  Grey  last  year  said, — 

**I  think  that  New  Zealand  has  been  or- 
dained by  Nature  virtually  to  bo  the  future^ 
Queen  of  the  Pacific.  Nothing  can  rob  her  of 
this  position  except  misconduct  on  her  own 
part  —  gross  failure  in  the  duties  Providence 
has  placed  before  her  as  those  she  ought  to 
perform.  If  honourable  gentlemen  will  re- 
flect, they  will  sec  that  these  are  great  islands, 
capable  of  carrying  probably  upwards  of  thirty 
millions  of  European  inhabitants,  situated  in  a 
very  largo  ocean,  separated  by  such  vast  tracts 
of  sea  from  other  countries  that  it  seems  al- 
most impossible  that  an  army  of  any  amount, 
sufficient  to  do  anything  to  hurt  this  colony, 
should  be  able  to  be  despatched  against  it. 
Then,  within  our  shores  are  strongholds  of  the 
most  extraordinary  kind,  tho  use  of  which  tho 
Natives  have  often  shown  us  in  the  past,  which 
would  render  it  almost  impossible  for  an  army 
to  penetrate  into  and  hold  this  country  for  any 
length  of  time.  New  Zealand,  therefore,  I 
look  upon  as  absolutely  unconquerable.  I  be- 
lieve that  centuries  will  elapse  oefore  an  army 
would  be  able  to  obtain  a  footing  upon  the 
shores  of  this  country.  That  being  the  case,  I 
believe  we  are  continually  advancing  to  a  state 
which  I  have  always  held  wo  should  advance 
to — the  virtual  government  of  the  Pacific. 
We  should  recollect  that  it  is  necessary  for 
us  to  provide  outlets  for  our  future  popula- 
tion. Unless  you  give  an  outlet  and  a  sphere 
of  activity  to  your  young  men  of  every  rwik  of 
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life,  you  will  have  a  nation  of  inert  and  unen- 
terprising people.  I  believe  that  under  a  sys- 
tem of  federation  each  of  these  islands  may 
become  an  appanage  and  an  outlet  for  the 
future  population  of  New  Zealand.  And  I 
think,  if  we  had  amongst  us  Legislatures  — 
such  forms  of  self-government  6s  wo  once  had, 
in  fact — schools  in  which  statesmen  could  be 
raised,  schools  in  every  part  of  New  Zealand, 
we  might  then  send  our  governors  and  legis- 
lators to  all  the  distant  islands  of  the  Pacific, 
to  unite  them  by  one  common  system  of  edu- 
cation, by  one  common  form  of  government, 
by  one  class  of  habits,  and,  I  think,  found  as 
great  an  empire  as  the  world  has  ever  seen, 
giving  employment  to  every  class  of  our  popula- 
tion— our  seamen,  our  merchants,  our  farmers ; 
and  from  our  young  men  we  could  send  lawyers, 
legislators,  physicians,  governors,  under  what- 
ever name  they  may  be  called,  to  each  of  those 
countries.  I  believe  you  would  thus  awaken 
the  life  of  a  nation  here,  and  put  it  in  the  fairest 
position  possible  to  attain  success.  But  I  think 
your  only  chance  to  do  that  is  by  proceeding 
by  some  cautious  method  such  as  I  have  recom- 
mended. Enter  upon  no  place  the  inhabitants 
of  which  do  not  call  upon  you.  Gome  as  friends, 
and  they  will  receive  you  with  welcome  and 
contentment.  Do  everything  to  the  utmost  of 
your  power  to  benefit  them  in  every  possible 
way ;  and  thus  by  degrees,  as  your  means 
increase,  your  power  of  doing  good  augments. 
Spread  your  dominion  from  island  to  island, 
from  place  to  place.  But  do  not  hucriedly 
and  unwisely  attempt  to  acquire  or  to  annex 
that  which  you  cannot  hold,  which  you  cannot 
benefit,  which  will  only  involve  you  in  difficul- 
ties, and  which  will  lead  you  to  regret  having 
entered  upon  a  course  upon  which  you  ought 
never  to  have  embarked." 

That  is  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  possibili- 
ties in  connection  with  these  islands,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  possible  to  exaggerate 
the  importance  which  these  islands  may  exer- 
cise upon  the  future.  If  we  are  true  to  the 
physical  features  of  this  country,  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  should  in  the  future  be  a  great 
maritime  race,  and  nothing  can  be  more  likely 
to  encourage  maritime  pursuits  of  a  peaceful 
character  than  the  enlargement  and  extension 
of  our  trade  in  the  direction  of  the  countless 
islands  of  the  Pacific,  of  which  we  at  present 
know  comparatively  very  little  beyond  their 
large  resources.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is 
useless  for  us  to  sit  down  —  and  there,  so  far, 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman 
from  whom  I  have  quoted  —  and  expect  tliis 
will  come  our  way  unless  we  make  some  efforts 
in  that  direction.  Unless  we  can  enlarge  our 
operations  and  make  a  great  trade  with  the 
Pacific  Islands  we  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  hope 
to  obtain  that  friendship  with  them  which 
must  be  the  precursor  of  more  intimate  go- 
vernmental relations.  If  the  islands  to  which 
I  have  referred  and  New  Zealand  were  in  in- 
timate connection,  if  from  an  intimate  com- 
'  mercial  connection  there  sprang  a  still  more 
intimate  connection  of  government,  we  should 
find  that  those  islands  would  be  the  means  of 
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consuming  largely  the  products  of  New  Zea- 
land, and,  in  return,  we  should  receive  from 
the  islands,  for  useful  and  manufacturing  pur- 
poses, a  vast  amount  of  their  productions, 
which  we  cannot  produce  in  New  Zealand.  It 
is  difficult  to  say  how  long  the  field  will  be 
open  to  us.  We  have  passed  it  by ;  and  I  am 
not  sanguine,  even  if  we  pass  this  measure, 
that  it  will  have  anything  like  the  amount  of 
infiuence  I  could  wish  it  to  have.  Even  now, 
while  we  are  talking,  and  during  the  days  this 
measure  has  been  on  the  Order  Paper,  we  know 
that  negotiations  are,  and  have  been,  going  on 
in  relation  to  a  large  number  of  the  islajads, 
which  may  have  a  very  great  effect  uix}n  their 
future.  Still,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that,  if  we 
make  a  provision  by  which  we  may  acquire  a 
commercial  interest  in  the  islands,  we  may  go 
a  long  w^ay  towards  reconciling  foreign  coun- 
tries to  the  use  of  New  Zealand  as  a  means  of 
introducing  to  them  a  stable  form  of  govern- 
ment. Take,  for  example,  Germany.  We  have 
the  declaration  of  Prince  Bismarck  that  Ger- 
many does  not  seek  extended  rule ;  but  that  he 
has  resolved  that,  wherever  German  interests 
are  concerned,  the  protection  of  the  German 
Government  shall  be  afforded.  If  this  measure 
is  passed,  probably  we  should  acquire  large  Ger- 
man interests,  especially  in  the  Samoan  Group, 
not  as  apart  from  the  Germans,  but  wc  should 
enlist  the  aid  of  the  Germans,  and  make  it 
part  of  the  enterprise  that  the  trade  should  be 
worked  from  New  Zealand  as  the  head  centre,, 
and  we  should  then  bo  in  a  position  to  unite 
together  English  and  German  interests;  and, 
that  once  achieved,  there  would  be  no  further 
danger  of  serious  disputes  in  the  Southern  Seas. 
Were  England  and  Germany  in  accord,  there  is 
no  probability  of  any  influence  being  brought 
which  could  overmaster  them.  But  the  Bill 
does  not  stop  with  Germany.  It  proposes  to 
allow  other  nations  also  to  join  in  the  con- 
federation, if  they  are  willing  to  do  so.  I  must 
express  the  opinion  that,  if  we  neglect  the 
opportunity  now,  we  shall  regret  it,  not  once 
only,  but  always.  If  this  Bill  is  not  carried, 
the"  Government  will  feel  equally  proud  that 
they  have  afforded  to  the  Legislature  an  oppor- 
tunity of  passing  it;  and,  whilst  they  will 
regret  that  decision  of  the  House,  they  will 
feel  that  the  day  will  come  when  honour- 
able members  will  regret  the  rejection  much 
more  than  the  Government  can  possibly  ever 
regret  the  introduction  of  the  Bill.  As  re- 
gards the  advajitage  to  New  Zealand  gene- 
rally, it  is  impossible  that  a  measure  of  ^ 
kind,  which  may  open  the  means  of  supplying 
products  and  of  receiving  the  productions  of 
so  many  countries,  can  have  an  influence  over 
only  one  part  of  New  Zealand.  But,  of  course, 
as  one  is  always  obliged  to  refer  to  a  local 
question,  the  more  immediate  and  largest  ad- 
vantage would  no  doubt  be  felt  by  the  city 
which  would  have  to  be  the  head-quarters  of 
the  company — Auckland.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  recommend  that  the  company  should 
have  other  head-quarters  than  Auckland.  I 
mention  that,  because  it  is  as  well  there  should 
be  no  misapprehension  on  this  point,  as  these 
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questions,  I  am  sony  to  say,  are  so  often  looked 
ttpon  from  a  local  point  of  view.  Now,  as  re- 
gards the  nature  of  the  Bill,  the  Government 
of  New  Zealand  is  asked  by  this  measure,  or 
lather  the  Legislature  is  asked,  to  sanction  a 
TOry  small  guarantee,  not  exceeding  £10,000 
a  year,  and  that  guarantee  is  to  be  repaid  out 
of  half  the  excess  of  profits  over  7  per  cent.  I 
think  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things  that  the 
colony  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  the  guaran- 
tee for  any  considerable  period,  if  at  all :  and 
it  seems  to  me  also  that,  if  the  company  is 
managed  with  common  prudence,  it  must  be 
certain  tliat  the  Government  will  be  recouped 
whatever,  if  anything,  it  shall  have  paid  on 
account  of  the  guarantee.  The  objects  of  the 
company  are  set  forth  in  the  Bill : — 

"(a.)  To  develop  the  trade  and  producing 
resources  of  the  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
to  facilitate  the  interchange  of  products  and 
merchandise  between  the  said  islands  and 
other  countries,  and  to  establish  factories  for 
the  utilization  of  the  products  of  the  said 
islands ; 

"  (6.)  To  promote  the  civilization,  education, 
and  industrial  employment  of  the  islanders,  and 
thereby  discourage  the  labour  traffic  among  the 
said  islands ; 

"  (c.)  Generally  to  do  and  perform  all  such 
acts,  matters,  and  things  as  the  company  may 
deem  incidental  or  otherwise  conducive  to  the 
attainment  of  any  of  the  above  objects." 

The  Government  believe  that  the  company 
will  be  the  means  of  inducing  the  natives  in 
the  various  islands  to  work  and  labour  and 
produce,  and  supersede  that  painful  traffic  in 
human  flesh  which  is  now  a  disgrace  to  the 
islands  of  the  Southern  Seas,  and  the  repres- 
sion of  which  has  cost  such  vast  sums  of  money 
to  the  Imperial  Government.  It  is  not  the 
case  that  we  are  asking  an3rthing  in  the  shape 
of  a  monopoly.  The  field  is  so  vast,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  it  is  impossible  for  one  company, 
with  the  proposed  capital,  to  overtake  it  all. 
The  company  would  be  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  a  traffic  with  the  islanders  —  by  in- 
ducing them  to  cultivate  their  plantations, 
and  by  helping  and  enabling  industries  and 
occux)ations  to  be  carried  on  within  the  islands 
by  otJiers  of  the  European  race.  The  machinery 
of  the  company  is  simple.  The  Governor  is 
to  appK>int  not  less  than  twenty-five  persons 
who  will  form  the  electoral  body  which  is  to 
elect  the  first  or  provisional  directors.  Pro- 
Tision  is  made  for  the  appointment  of  perma- 
nent directors,  and  for  the  appointment  of  the 
chairman  of  the  company.  It  will  be  an  in- 
tegral part  of  the  constitution  of  the  company 
that  its  head-quarters  will  be  in  New  Zealand. 
It  will  have  the  means  of  co-operation  with 
other  countries.  If  it  does  not  secure  that 
oo-operation,  or  if  it  secures  only  a  part  of  it, 
the  object  of  the  company  can  still  be  ear- 
ned out.  There  is  a  clause  which  enables  the 
oomiMmy  to  issue  promissory  notes  for  circula- 
tion in  the  Pacific  Islands.  That  is  a  clause 
which  will  give  facilities  to  the  company,  and 
iKQ  also  afford  facilities  to  the  South  Sea 
Islands,  and  it  is  provided  that  the  notes  shall 


not  exceed  the  "  uncalled"  capital  of  the  com- 
pany. I  will  say,  in  reference  to  this  measure, 
that  the  sacrifice  the  colony  is  asked  to  make 
is  so  small,  and  the  objects  which  it  is  proposed 
to  attain  are  so  large,  that  it  will  be  a  mat- 
ter for  very  great  regret  if  we  do  not  pass 
the  Bill.  I  am  quite  aware  that  it  is  easy 
to  indulge  in  largo  aspirations  with  regard 
to  annexation  and  confederation ;  but,  if  you 
have  not  the  means  available — if  you  remain 
supine  while  you  see  the  trade  being  literally 
carried  past  the  shores  of  the  colony  —  how 
can  you  expect  that  you  will  be  able  to  com- 
mand it  when  it  has  been  taken  away  from 
you?  There  will  not  be  the  means,  or  the 
power,  or  the  prestige  which  this  company 
will  possess,  to  bring  the  trade  to  New  Zea- 
land. Even  if  this  is  to  bo  looked  upon 
only  as  an  experiment,  it  is  one  that  will 
entail  so  littlo  cost,  so  little  sacrifice  to  the 
country,  that  I  hope  honourable  members 
will  bo  found  willing  to  adopt  "it.  I  am  not 
speaking  without  book  when  I  say  that  very 
high  authorities,  persons  who  have  had  ample 
means  of  judging  of  what  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  twelve  years  in  Polynesia,  have 
expressed  the  opinion  that,  if  the  proposals 
brought  forward  in  1874  had  had  effect  given 
to  them,  the  great  difficulties  th&t  have  since 
overtaken  the  Polynesian  question  would  have 
been  avoided,  while  it  is  nearly  certain  that  the 
company  which  it  was  then  proposed  to  form 
would  have  been  a  success  by  this  time.  It  is 
not  too  late  to  go  into  the  matter  now,  but  if 
it  is  passed  over  this  session  it  will,  I  fear,  be- 
hopeless  to  think  of  anything  of  the  kind.  If 
we  take  it  up  now,  I  do  not  despair  of  our  being 
able  to  lay  a  reasonable  claim  to  a  large  share  ^ 
of  the  trade  of  these  islands.  The  formation 
of  such  a  company  as  this,  I  need  scarcely 
point  out  to  honourable  members,  is  not  & 
novel  one.  We  know  what  other  trading  com- 
panies have  done.  We  know  that  some  of  the 
largest  governmental  operations  have  been  ef- 
fected by  trading  companies.  I  would  point 
not  only  to  the  East  India  Company.  As 
honourable  members  are  aware,  there  are  trad- 
ing companies  between  the  Netherlands  and 
Java.  There  is  the  case  of  the  Borneo  Com- 
pany ;  and  the  case  of  an  enormous  company^ 
in  which  the  King  of  the  Belgians  is  interested^ 
for  settling  the  interior  of  South  Africa.  And 
there  are  suggestions  which  have  been  thrown 
out  for  the  establishment  by  different  nations 
of  companies,  not  only  in  connection  with 
these  islands,  but  in  connection  with  other 
colonizing'  operations  in  various  portions  of  the 
earth.  There  is  the  Hudson  Bay  Company, 
which  no  doubt  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good, 
and  which  has  been  the  precursor  of  the  great 
settlement  that  has  taken  place  in  Mani- 
toba. We  are  not  trying  an  experiment  which 
has  not  previous  experience  to  recommend 
it.  We  are  merely  entering,  with  very  small 
risk,  upon  a  course  which,  I  take  leave  to  say*, . 
if  prudently  managed — if  the  company  is  pru- 
dently managed — must  result  in  vast  good  to 
the  colony.  The  real  danger — the  real  risk  to- 
be  run — is  the  risk  of  not  being  able  to  obtain 
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good  management.  When  I  consider  with  how 
much  care,  prudence,  and  skill  the  large  insti- 
tutions in  tne  colony  have  been  managed,  I 
cannot  but  think  that  we  shall  find  in  New 
Zealand  persons  who  will  be  able  to  give  the 
necessary  amount  of  attention,  diligence,  and 
judgment  to  carry  this  undertaking  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue.  I  feel  that  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  say  more.  The  results  in  view  are  so 
large  that  I  can  only  say  to  honourable  mem- 
bers, if  they  throw  out  this  Bill,  I  feci  assured 
they  will,  in  the  future,  feel  the  keenest  regret 
that  they  have  not  allowed  it  to  pass.  As  far 
as  the  Government  are  concerned,  they  bring 
it  before  the  House  with  their  strongest  and 
most  earnest  recommendation,  feeling,  as  I 
have  said,  assured  that,  if  it  fail  to  command 
the  attention  of  the  House,  it  will  nevertheless 
continue  to  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  them 
to  have  been  the  proposers  of  a  measure  of  such 
vast  utility.  I  beg  leave  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  feel  sure  that  every 
member  of  the  House  has  listened  with  great 
interest  to  the  speech  which  we  have  just 
heard  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  It  is  a 
speech  which  I  think  most  of  us  have  looked 
forward  to  with  a  good  deal  of  curiosity,  be- 
cause wo  have  been  anxious  to  know  how  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  deal  with  a  sub- 
ject which  is  peculiarly  his  own,  and  with  which 
his  name  has  been  intimately  connected  in  the 
past.  But  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  now  I  have 
heard  all  the  Treasurer  has  to  say  in  support 
of  this  Bill,  I  am  somewhat  disappointed :  in 
fact,  what  I  feel  is  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  talked  about  certain  things  cognate 
to  this  subject  rather  than  about  the  subject 
itself.  He  has  really  made  a  speech  which 
has  more  bearing  on  the  subject  of  annexation 
and  confederation.  He  has  not  given  to  this 
House  sufficient  reasons  why  we  sliould  launch 
upon  a  course  which  is  altogether  novel  as  an 
act  of  legislation  in  this  colony,  and  which  is 
undoubtedly  fraught  with  very  many  difficul- 
ties. I  suppose  there  is  no  subject  in  the  whole 
world  about  which  it  is  easier  to  make  a  florid 
speech,  or  an  attractive  speech,  than  about 
the  islands  of  the  Pacific.  If  ever  there 
was  a  subject  to  which  the  old  maxim,  "  Omne 
ignotumpro  magnificOj**  applies,  it  is  this  one, 
for  the  members  of  this  House  know  really 
nothing  about  these  islands,  and  whatever  is 
unknown  to  them  appears  magnificent.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  with  all  his  enthusiasm 
and  earnestness,  dwelt  upon  the  vast  sidvan- 
tages  which  are  to  be  gained  by  this  colony  by 
the  extension  of  its  imperium  over  the  islands 
of  the  Pacific.  We  could  not  but  follow  him 
with  deep  interest,  and  we  could  not  but  be  to 
a  certain  extent  affected  by  his  oratory  upon 
the  subject.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  the 
House,  in  approaching  this  measure,  should 
look  upon  it  as  a  grave  act  of  legislation,  as  a 
practical  piece  of  business.  Honourable  mem- 
bers should  not  allow  themselves  to  be  carried 
away  merely  by  the  brilliancy  of  the  colours  in 
which  the  honourable  member  depicts  regions 
which  to  them  are  personally  unknown.  We 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


have  not  heard  one  word  from  the  honouxablo 
member  to  show  us  that  this  scheme  of  his  is 
calculated  to  lead  to  success.  He  has  not  told 
us  what  the  company  is  going  to  do,  or  how  it  is 
to  be  a  profitable  concern.  All  he  told  us  was 
that  if  the  scheme  of  1874  had  been  adopted 
it  would  have  been  a  vast  success.  Well,  that 
is  merely  an  expression  of  opinion  on  his  part. 
It  might  have  been  exactly  the  reverse  —  it 
might  have  proved  a  failure,  and  might  have 
brought  ridicule  and  discredit  upon  the  colony. 
One  opinion  is  almost  as  weighty  as  the  other 
upon  that  subject.  And  when  he  tells  us  that 
now,  if  we  do  not  at  this  moment,  this  verv 
day,  pass  this  Bill  and  seize  the  great  wealth 
which  is  lying  before  us  in  those  islands,  we 
shall  lose  the  opportunity  for  ever,  I  think  he 
is  making  statements  which  are  scarcely  snp- 
ported  by  arguments  or  facts.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  honourable  gentleman  felt 
that  he  had  not  carried  the  judgment  of  the 
House  with  him  when  he  brought  in  this  Bill ; 
because  he  began  his  speech  by  saving  that  he 
hoped  we  should  approach  this  subject  without 
any  foregone  conclusion.  What  made  him  say 
that,  I  think,  was  that  he  regarded  this  as  a 
Bill  which  would  not  necessarily  commend 
itself  to  the  good  judgment  of  the  House  and 
the  country.  He  tolls  us  in  very  general  terms 
that  there  is  a  trade  springing  up  with  these 
vast  islands  at  the  present  moment,  and  that 
we  must  seize  this  opportunity,  or  lose  it  for 
ever.  Here,  again,  the  honourable  gentleman 
makes  a  statement  which  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing is  vcrj'  vague,  and  one  which  he  by  no 
means  substantiates.  I  do  not  consider  that 
histoiy  is  being  made  at  so  great  a  rate  in  the 
islands  as  people  might  suppose  by  the  tele- 
grams and  paragraphs  we  see  in  the  newspapers. 
I  have  been  reading  very  carefully  all  the  infor- 
mation available  upon  the  subject,  and  the  con- 
clusion I  am  led  to  is  this  :  that  history  is  not 
making  itself  very  fast  in  the  islands,  but  that 
in  fact  the  trade  of  the  islands  is  being  developed 
very  quietly  indeed,  in  the  ordinary  way,  and 
that  what  I  may  call  the  theatrical  demonstra- 
tions that  are  made  about  it  have  very  little 
substance  in  them.  What  really  is  substantial 
is  the  extension  of  the  trade  with  the  colonies 
of  New  South  Wales  and  New  Zealand.  I  do 
not  think  the  honourable  gentleman  is  quite 
right  in  saying  that  New  South  Wales  is  out- 
stripping us  very  much  in  the  race.  That,  of 
course,  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  I  saw  in  Sir 
Arthur  Gordon's  report  upon  the  Pacific  Islands 
a  very  exhaustive  and  a  very  able  statement, 
in  which  he  says  that  New  Zealand  is  outstrip* 
ping  New  South  Wales.  He  says  the  number 
of  our  vessels  trading  there  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing—  increasing  more  rapidly  than  desirable 
from  his  point  of  view.  He  admits  that  the 
New  South  Wales  trade  is  also  rapidly  in- 
creasing. I  would  draw  attention  to  this 
curious  fact :  that  Sir  Arthur  Gordon,  in 
stating  that  New  South  Wales  and  New  Zea- 
land are  increasing  rapidly  their  trade  with 
the  South  Pacific,  mentions  it  not  as  a  subjod 
for  congratulation,  but  as  a  subject  to  be  de- 
plored, and  as  a  matter  which  calls  for  thft 
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TBiy  grave  attention  of  the  Imperial  authori- 
ties. It  is  most  interesting  to  find  that  state- 
ment made  by  the  most  trusted  official  of  the 
Empire  in  such  matters,  one  who  is  at  this 
moment  the  most  consulted  official  of  any  with 
regard  to  this  question  —  for  I  see  that  the 
Imperial  Grovemment  have  adopted  almost  all 
of  Sir  Arthur  Gordon's  recommendations  and 
Tuoposals  with  regard  to  the  protectorate  over 
iTew  Guinea  and  the  South  Sea  Islands.  That 
officer  does  not  look  upon  it  at  all  as  a  good 
thing,  or  as  a  thing  to  be  desired,  that  we 
should  increase  our  influence  in  those  islands, 
and  he  warns  the  Imperial  Government  that, 
miless  steps  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  New 
Zealand  will  pretty  soon  take  possession  of 
those  islands  commercially,  if  not  politically  ; 
and  that  he  seetns  to  regard  as  a  thing  greatly 
to  be  deplored.  I  need  hardly  mention  to  this 
House  that  Sir  Arthur  Gordon  looks  at  the 
matter  simply  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
natives  of  the  islands  and  the  officials  who 
may  be  destined  to  rule  them,  and  he  thinks 
it  would  be  a  very  bad  thing  for  the  natives 
if  traders  from  New  Zealand  were  to  gain 
supremacy  over  them.  He  looks  at  the  mat- 
ter simply  from  that  point  of  view,  and  can- 
not see  that  any  benefit  will  result  to  the 
islands  from  the  increase  of  New  Zealand 
tiade  in  the  Pacific.  Now,  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer seems  to  me  to  be  under  some  misunder- 
standing of  what  is  being  done  by  the  Impe- 
rial Government  at  this  moment.  He  says 
it  is  a  matter  of  no  importance  to  New  Zea- 
land that  New  Guinea  should  be  annexed  by 
the  Empire,  because  it  is  so  distant  from  New 
Zealand,  and  we  are  not  likely  to  have  any 
dealings  with  New  Guinea.  But  what  he  over- 
looks is  this :  that  the  protectorate  exists  over 
the  whole  of  the  islands  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  say  Yes. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Oh,  no. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Then  Sir  Arthur  Gor- 
don knows  nothing  about  it.  Of  course,  if  the 
Premier  knows  ever  so  much  more  about  it 
than  Sir  Arthur  Gordon,  I  must  give  in ;  but 
Sir  Arthur  Gordon's  writings  are  my  authority. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Is  the  honourable  member 
referring  to  the  protectorate  recently  set  up,  or 
to  the  general  protectorate  ? 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Perhaps  I  did  not  make 
myself  quite  clear.  I  say  that  the  protectorate 
by  Great  Britain  extends  over  the  whole  of  the 
South  Pacific.  In  fact,  its  limits  are  undefined 
in  the  Order  in  Council,  and  Sir  Arthur  Gordon 
does  not  even  venture  to  recommend  what  its 
limits  should  be.  He  seems  to  think  that  it 
should  be  left  open  to  any  islands  which  may 
at  any  future  time  come  in  under  the  British 
protectorate.  It  therefore  applies  to  the  whole 
of  the  South  Pacific.  As  to  this  protectorate 
over  the  south-eastern  shore  of  New  Guinea,  I 
take  it  that  the  protectorate  to  be  established 
there  is  to  be  tl^e  centre  of  British  rule  in  the 
Pacific. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — Yes,  I  think  it  is.  I 
am  not  speaking  without  having  carefully  read 


all  the  documents,  and  there  I  find  it  practi- 
cally stated  that  the  central  authority  of  the 
British  protectorate  in  the  South  Seas  is  ta 
vest  in  aji  officer  who  will  bo  resident  in  New 
Guinea.  That  is  to  be  his  position,  and  the 
Imperial  Government  places  all  the  islands^ 
in  the  South  Pacific  with  which  we  can  deal 
under  the  agis  of  Imperial  rule,  and  would 
no  doubt  ofier  very  strong  objections  to  any 
interference  with  the  islands  on  the  part  of 
this  or  any  other  company.  That  seems  to 
bo  a  point  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has 
not  considered  sufficiently  —  that  there  will 
undoubtedly  be  serious  objection  to  this  pro- 
posal  by  the  Imperial  officers,  of  whom  Sir 
Arthur  Gordon  may  be  accepted  as  a  type. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  quoted  a  speech  made 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East 
in  1883 ;  and '  even  hearing  it  read  revived 
the  spirits  of  the  House.  I  could  not  help 
being  carried  away,  and  I  believe  other  mem- 
bers of  the  House  were  also  carried  away, 
by  the  eloquence  and  the  lofty-mindedness  of 
that  speech.  I  was  not  in  the  House  at  the 
time  when  the  speech  was  delivered,  but  when 
I  read  it  I  was  much  struck  by  it ;  and,  when 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  just  now  read  it  to  us 
with  a  fervoar  which  imparted  warmth  to  the 
words,  we  could  not  help  being  influenced 
by  the  ring  of  true  patriotism  which  charac- 
terized it.  But,  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man finished  reading  that  speech,  and  came  to 
speak  of  his  own  scheme,  I  could  not  help  re- 
marking the  contrast  that  was  presented  to  us 
between  the  patriotism  and  the  high-minded- 
ness  of  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Auckland  East  and  the  sordid  proposals 
contained  in  this  Bill  which  is  now  before  us. 
There  was  such  a  distiuct  difference  between 
the  two  that  I  could  not  help  thinking  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  spoiling  his  own 
case  —  was,  in  fact,  absolutely  destroying  his 
own  case  —  when  ho  presented  to  this  House 
so  startling  a  contrast  as  there  was  between 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  East  and  the  Bill  which  he  himself 
brought  down.  The  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  came  to  explain  his  own  Bill,  at  once 
began  to  touch  on  what  I  think  was  dangerous 
ground.  Although,  with  great  adroitness,  ho 
kept  out  of  sight  to  a  great  extent  the  main 
objections  to  this  Bill,  at  the  same  time  he 
could  not  discuss  the  measure  without  drawing 
attention  to  some  of  them.  The  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us  that  the  German  interests 
in  the  Pacific  are  very  great,  and  that  they 
are  jealously  guarded  by  the  German  Govern- 
ment ;  but  that,  if  the  company  is  started.  New 
Zealand  will  practically  acquire  these  German 
interests,  and  that  the  Germans,  looking  at 
their  interests  merely  from  a  commercial  point 
of  view  and  not  at  all  from  a  political  point  of 
view,  will  be  willing  that  New  Zealivnd  shall 
have  the  political  power  if  it  will  take  over  the 
commercial  interests,  which  we  should  be  ready 
to  do,  as  our  political  interests  are  bound  up 
with  the  future  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Well, 
that  gives  one  a  curious  idea  of  the  Imperial 
principles  that  influence  Prince  Bismarck ;  but 
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what  I  would  point  out  is  this :  that  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  this  question.  What  we 
have  do  with  is  purely  the  commercial  ques- 
tion, and,  looking  at  the  matter  from  this 
point  of  view,  I  would  remark  that  we  have 
no  guarantee  that  we  should  not  be  making  a 
very  bad  bargain  indeed  if  we  were  to  buy  out 
the  German  interests  in  the  Pacific.  What 
has  been  the  result  of  German  trading  there  7 
We  know  very  well  that  the  great  house  of 
GodefiEroi  failed  most  dipastrously — that  it  was 
a  complete  smash,  after  years  and  years  of 
work,  during  which  branches  of  the  house  had 
been'  spread  over  the  principal  islands  of  the 
Samoan  Group ;  and  that  the  German  Govern- 
ment used  every  means  to  induce  Parliament 
to  give  aid  to  a  company  which  should  take 
up  the  business  of  this  firm,  but  that  Parlia- 
ment refused.  With  that  information  before 
us,  the  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that  one 
^object  of  his  proposals  is  that  we  shall  buy  out 
German  interests.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
very  much  like  taking  over  a  bankrupt  concern. 
I  do  not  think  that  that  reference  was  very 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  Bill ;  but,  at  all  events, 
the  honourable  gentleman  might  have  given  us 
some  information  as  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  German  trading-stations  in  the  islands,  for 
some  years  have  elapsed  since  the  particular 
house  which  I  have  mentioned  failed.  The 
honourable  gentleman  tells  us  that  what  he 
practically  asks  in  the  Bill  is  to  give  some  small 
•encouragement  to  a  company,  that  the  capital 
of  the  company  will  be  only  a  million,  and  that 
the  guarantee  is  to  be  limited  to  a  certain  sum 
— £10,000  a  year.  But  I  would  point  out  this : 
that,  once  the  House  launches  into  a  specula- 
tion of  this  sort,  wo  cannot  tell  how  far  wo 
may  be  carried.  The  honourable  gentleman 
tells  us  that  the  company  will  only  have  a  mil- 
lion invested,  and  that  the  guarantee  will  be 
but  £10,000  a  year ;  but,  suppose  it  is  found, 
after  the  scheme  has  been  in  oper»tion  for  a 
time,  that  the  company  must  come  to  utter 
failure  unless  another  million  is  raiFcd  and 
another  £10,000  is  guaranteed,  how  can  we 
back  out  of  the  transaction,  or  how  could  we 
refuse  to  go  in  a  little  further  ?  We  know  well 
enough  that,  once  into  such  a  scheme,  we  may 
not  be  able  to  avoid  making  ourselves  respon- 
sible for  many  millions,  when  the  guarantee 
would  become  a  serious  thing.  If  it  were 
simply  a  commercial  transaction,  in  which 
a  certain  sum  is  guaranteed,  as  when  a 
private  person  guarantees  an  overdraft  for  a 
friend  or  a  trader,  then  perhaps  the  objections 
would  not  be  so  great:  but  every  one  knows 
that  the  colony  is  not  like  a  private  person, 
and  that,  if  we  enter  into  such  a  transaction 
as  this,  the  honour  of  the  colony  will  be  to 
a  certain  extent  pledged  to  see  it  through ; 
that  there  can  be  no  stopping  or  going  back, 
but  that,  cost  what  it  may,  we  are  bound  to  go 
on,  until  the  catastrophe  arrives,  and  we  are 
compelled  to  get  out  of  it  altogether.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  should  not  allow  themselves 
for  one  moment  to  be^  carried  away  with  the 
idea  that  we  are  only  incurring^  a  small 
liability.  The  liability  mentioned  is  simply 
Mr,  Wakefield 


the  starting-point;  no  one  can  tell  to  what 
amount  it  may  extend  in  a  short  time.  There 
are  many  points  in  the  Bill  which  ought  to 
have  been  explained,  but  of  which  we  have 
had  no  explanation  whatever.  I  must  admit, 
however,  that  it  is  eminently  characteristic  of 
the  honourable  gentleman.  There  is  an  enthu- 
siasm about  it  that  is  perfectly  astonishing. 
The  honourable  gentleman  seems  to  leap  over 
all  difficulties,  and  even  to  assume  facts  that 
do  not  exist.  In  the  preamble,  for  instance, 
we  find  it  stated, — 

*'  Whereas  the  formation  of  a  company  in 
New  Zealand  to  develop  the  commerce  of  the 
said  islands  and  to  further  the  trade  between 
them  and  New  Zealand  has  been  proposed: 
And  whereas  it  is  desirable  that  certain  powen 
should  bo  granted  to  the  said  company,  to 
enable  it  successfully  to  carry  on  its  opera- 
tions,   .     .     .     ." 

Now,  the  company  ia  only  proposed,  and  yet 
these  great  powers  are  to  be  given  to  it.  The 
honourable  gentleman  certainly  has  not  told 
us  that  any  company  is  in  existence,  although 
1  gather  from  tho  3rd  clause  that  there  is 
already  somo  sort  of  organization  in  existence, 
because  tho  8rd  clause  reads,  "  Such  and  so 
many  persons  as  have  already  become  or  at 
any  time  or  times  hereafter  may  become  pro- 
prietors of  shares  shall  be  incorporated  in  a 
company."  I  have  never  heard  of  any  com- 
pany, and  do  not  know  what  this  expression 
has  reference  to.  Certainly  the  honourable 
gentleman  should  have  told  us  whether  there 
was  any  company  or  any  organization  in  exist- 
ence, or  whether  the  body  referred  to  in  this 
clause  is  a  mere  figment.  Then,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  tells  us  that  he  has  no  desire 
to  give  this  company  any  monopoly.  It  is  not 
said  in  so  many  words  that  the  company  shall 
have  a  monopoly;  but  does  it  not  stand  to 
reason  that  a  company  which  is  allowed  by 
law  to  raise  a  capital  of  a  million,  to  issue  a 
million's  worth  of  paper  money,  and  to  have 
£10,000  a  year  guaranteed  to  it— a  dividend  of 
5  per  cent. — by  Parliament,  must  practically 
have  a  monopoly  ?  Is  it  to  be  supposed  for  a 
moment  that  any  other  private  company  could 
compete  with  them  ?  The  Bill  does  not  set  out 
that  the  cqmpany  is  to  have  a  monopoly ;  bat 
practically,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  it  does 
establish  a  monopoly,  because  a  company  pos- 
sessing such  exceptional  advantages  could  have 
no  competition  from  any  private  company. 
Then  he  goes  on  to  tell  us  that,  although  the 
company  would  not  have  a  monopoly,  it  cer- 
tainly would  buy  out  some  businesses.  He 
does  not  say  which  or  how  many;  and  that, 
I  say,  is  the  weakest  point  in  the  whole  Bill. 
The  company  would  undoubtedly  be  employed 
by  some  people  who  wish  to  get  rid  of  their 
businesses  in  tho  South  Sea  Islands  to  take 
over  their  concerns.  I  am  told,  by  those  who 
know  the  islands  well  and  are  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  trade  of  the  islands,  that 
the  company  will  not  have  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty in  acquiring  almost  all  the  businesses  in 
the  islands  on  very  reasonable  terms — that  is 
to  say,  very  reasonable  from  the  point  of  view 
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of  those  who  ovm  the  businesses.  There  are, 
I  am  told,  businesses  and  factories  on  these 
islands  which  could  have  been  acquired  by 
private  persons  for  a  mere  song  for  any  length 
of  time  pckst,  but  which  will  be  palmed  ofi 
en  this  proposed  company  at  prices  far  in  ad- 
Tance  of  the  prices  for  which  they  might 
have  been  acquired  by  private  individuals.  It 
seems  that  the  company  will  not  be  able  to 
help  itself,  for  the  reason  that  these  trading 
companies  already  possess  a  monopoly,  as  it 
irere,  of  the  trade  in  particular  islands ;  and,  if 
our  trading  company  is  to  get  any  footing  in 
those  islands,  it  will  first  have  to  buy  these 
companies  out.  In  that  way  its  capital  will 
be  dissipated,  and  it  will  get  veiy  small  con- 
sideration for  it.  In  a  word,  this  is  a  Bill  that 
will  open  the  door  to  a  vast  amount  of  jobbery 
in  the  way  of  purchasing  businesses  in  the 
islands.  I^at  is  one  of  the  weakest  points  in 
the  Bill.  And,  as  the  honourable  gentleman 
very  truly  told  us,  there  will  be  great  difficulty 
in  getting  competent  and  trustworthy  men  to 
undertake  the  management  of  the  concern. 
He  tells  us,  however,  that  there  are  already 
institutions  so  admirably  managed  in  New 
Zealand  that  we  need  have  no  fear  on  that 
point,  but  he  does  not  tell  us  whom,  amongst 
these  admirable  managers,  he  is  going  to  get 
to  manage  this  company.  We  know  the  Bank 
of  New  Zealand  is  admirably  managed,  and 
we  know  how  the  Mutual  Provident  Society 
has  been  managed  eo  that  it  has  achieved 
an  immense  success;  but  is  it  the  class  of 
men  who  have  managed  those  institutions 
who  are  to  become  the  agents  and  factors  of 
this  company  in  the  South  Sea  Islands  ?  Cer- 
tainly not.  It  stands  to  reason  we  should  never 
get  such  a  class  of  men  as  that  to  manage 
fiiis  concern.  We  must  either  have  men  who 
are  already  familiar  with  the  trade  of  the 
islands — that  is  to  say,  men  who  are  engaged 
as  traders  in  the  islands — a  most  dangerous 
class  of  men,  I  should  say,  for  this  company 
to  take  over.  They  are  men  who  would  not 
have  the  interest  of  the  company  at  heart,  but 
who  would  be  up  to  all  the  tricks  of  the 
trade,  and  who  would  seek  to  make  their  own 
profits  as  their  chief  duty.  Or,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  company  does  not  choose  these 
men,  it  will  have  to  send  men  of  good  cha- 
racter from  New  Zealand,  and,  from  the  very 
fact  of  their  having  to  be  selected  from  New 
Zealand,  they  would  have  no  experience  in  the 
trade  of  the  islands,  and  would  be  fleeced  and 
cheated  in  all  directions.  I  must  acknowledge 
that  the  honourable  member  had  the  candour 
to  point  out  that  that  w^as  a  weak  part  of 
the  proposal ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  went 
nearly  hir  enough  in  that  direction.  He  tells 
us  that  the  tratde  is  being  carried  away  from 
the  shores  of  the  colony,  and  he  says  that,  if 
we  do  not  carry  out  this  project  this  year, 
it  will  not  be  worth  while  doing  so  next  year. 
But  he  does  not  show  us  that  the  trade  is 
being  carried  from  the  colony.  If  I  ajn  in- 
formed aright,  there  is  already  a  large  trade 
being  carried  on  in  Auckland  with  these  islands, 
«iid  men  of  conBiderable  capital  are  engaged 


in  it — ^men  who  thoroughly  understand  their 
business,  and  are  quite  capable  of  managing 
it  without  any  assistance.  Look  at  the  sugar- 
refining  business  carried  on  in  Auckland .  What 
a  large  concern  that  is  1  Certainly  the  esta- 
blishment is  in  Fiji,  and  not  in  any  island 
that  comes  under  this  Bill ;  but,  still,  a  very 
important  commencement  has  been  made,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  grow  into  an 
enormous  business  in  time.  That  is  what  is 
being  done  in  Auckland  by  private  individuals 
without  any  assistance  from  the  Government. 
They  pay  the  duty  on  their  sugar,  and  they 
carry  on  their  business  in  a  legitimate  com- 
mercial way.  Then,  the  winding-up  part  of  the 
honourable  gentleman's  argument  was  very 
weak  indeed.  He  said  that  this  was  a  harmless 
experiment,  at  the  worst.  A  harmless  experi- 
ment 1  If  it  be  an  experiment,  it  cannot  be 
harmless.  If  we  go  into  this  thing,  and  it 
succeeas  at  first  and  grows  into  large  dimen- 
sions, and  then  fails,  it  will  not  be  by  any 
means  harmless.  It  will  be  an  experiment 
which  will  cost  the  colony  a  vast  amount 
of  money,  and  will  bring  disgrace  on  this 
Legislature.  We  shall  certainly  be  blamed 
for  rushing  into  a  scheme  altogether  outside 
legitimate  politics  without  sufficient  data  to  go 
upon,  and  with  no  certainty  whatever  that  it 
will  be  a  success.  I  Jiope  the  House  will  not 
regard  it  as  a  harmless  experiment,  but  will 
take  care  not  to  make  the  experiment  at  all 
unless  we  are  convinced,  for  reasons  which 
enter  into  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  that  it 
will  be  a  success  if  it  is  tried.  I  do  not  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  at  all  satisfied  the 
House  of  the  necessity  of  the  Government  mix- 
ing itself  up  in  this  affair.  He  did  not  show 
us  that  private  companies  could  not  do  all 
that  is  required.  Of  course  he  tells  us  that  the 
flog  follows  trade.  Well,  we  all  know  that, 
and  if  the  New  Zealand  merchants  develop  this 
trade  the  flag  will  follow — that  is  to  say,  if  it 
is  desirable  that  it  should.  For  my  part,  I 
think  it  is  altogether  beyond  the  duty  of  this 
Parliament  or  colony  to  try  to  bring  that  about. 
I  think  it  is  the  British  flag,  which  is  already 
paramount  all  over  these  seas,  which  should 
float  over  those  islands.  It  is  not  for  a  little 
colony  like  this  to  give  ourselves  Imperial  airs ; 
and  if  we  are  led  away  into  extending  the 
sovereignty  of  New  Zealand  over  these  islands 
we  shall  be  thrusting  ourselves  into  what  will 
be  taken  advantage  of  by  greedy  and  reckless 
men  to  secure  advantages  for  themselves  out  of 
those  who  are  not  actuated  by  such  sordid  and 
greedy  motives  as  they  are  themselves.  That 
is  a  danger  we  must  guard  against.  I  do  not 
think  the  colony  is  in  a  position  at  the  present 
time  to  risk  its  credit  and  money  on  a  scheme 
of  this  kind.  The  time  may  come  when  we 
shall  have  plenty  of  money,  and  when  we  can 
afford  to  run  the  risk  of  failure,  but  that  time 
has  not  oomo  yet ;  and  it  Would  be  wrong  of 
us  to  allow  ourselves  to  be  led  away  into  sup- 
porting such  a  scheme,  carried  away  by  the 
enthusieksm  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  or 
to  allow  him  to  believe  that  we  were  inclined 
to  engage  in  a  scheme  which  I  do  not  think 
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is  to  the  tasto  of  the  House,  and  for  which  no 
demand  has  been  made  by  any  considerable 
section  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— There  are  one  or  two 
points  which  seem  to  me  to  have  been  omitted 
in  the  speech  of  my  honourable  Iriend  who  has 
just  sat  down,  and  which  also  appear  to  require 
a  little  attention.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  introduced  the  Bill  has  explained  that 
he  does  not  propose  that  this  should  be  a 
monopoly  for  the  merchants  of  Now  Zealand, 
but  that  it  should  extend  to  the  various  coun- 
tries enumerated  in  the  Bill.  Now,  it  strikes 
me  that  this  may  lead  to  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  complications.  We  are  told  in  the  Bill 
that,  during  the  time  of  the  guarantee,  two  of 
the  board  of  directors  at  least  are  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Governor  of  New  Zealand  ;  but 
there  is  no  provision  for  any  elected  members 
in  proportion  to  the  interests  of  the  various 
countries  concerned.  New  Zealand  is  only  to 
have  one-fifth  of  the  interest,  but  is  always  to 
have  one-fourth  of  the  management,  and  a  con- 
trolling fourth,  because  the  chairman  of  the 
board,  who  is  to  be  chairman  of  the  company, 
is  to  be  nominated  by  the  Governor  of  New 
Zealand.  Supposing  that  the  other  directors 
are  to  be  divided  amongst  the  shareholders  in 
tho  various  countries,  then  New  Zealand  share- 
holders would  have  no  representation  except  a 
nominated  representation.  That  is  to  say,  they 
would  have  no  control  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company.  It  seems  to  me  that 
this  foreign  control  would  be  very  dangerous 
to  the  interests  of  New  Zealand,  We  are  told 
tliat  tho  influence  of  Germany  in  tho  Pacific 
Ocean  is  already  very  great ;  but  should  we  not 
be  making  it  still  greater  if  we  were  to  give  to 
Germans  a  direct  interest  in  our  trade — giving 
them,  by  a  sort  of  treaty  of  commerce,  a  right 
to  inquire  into  our  doings,  so  as  to  protect 
their  subjects  in  that  peculiar  venture?  And 
the  same  thing  would  apply  to  the  other  coun- 
tries concerned.  We  are  told  that  Franco  has 
already  too  much  influence  in  the  Pacific  :  are 
we  going,  by  means  of  this  trading  association, 
to  give  it  more?  America  we  are  not  so  jealous 
of ;  and  then,  by  a  peculiar  phrase  in  the  Bill, 
England  is  put  in,  and  not  Great  Britain,  so 
that  I  suppose  it  is  only  to  apply  to  that 
particular  portion  of  tho  United  Kingdom. 
Well,  what  is  the  object  of  the  company?  Of 
course  it  is  stated  that  the  first  object  is  to 
develop  the  trade  and  producing  resources  of 
the  islands  of  the  Pacific.  Now,  are  not  the 
trade  and  producing  resources  of  the  islands  of 
the  Pacific  being  developed  by  the  merchant 
enterprise  of  New  Zealand?  If  a  trade  is 
being  carried  on  legitimately,  and  is  paying, 
is  it  not  better  to  leave  it  alone  and  not  to 
interfere  with  it  ?  Is  it  not  a  well  -  known 
principle  that  the  less  any  trade  is  interfered 
with  the  more  wholesome  it  will  be?  And 
here  we  have  a  trade  already  growing  without 
any  Government  protection.  But  now  it  is 
proposed  to  establish  a  huge  company,  with 
largo  capital  and  a  guaranteed  dividend,  which 
is  to  compete  with  the  small  traders  who  are 
already  engaged  in  the  trcwie.  The  honourable 
Mr.  Wakefield 


gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  said  that 
there  are  plenty  of  those  who  will  be  only 
too  willing  to  sell  their  interest  to  this  com- 
pany. I  say  that  their  interest  would  not  re- 
quire to  be  bought  by  the  company,  because 
they  would  be  crushed  out  in  twelve  months^ 
and  the  legitimate  trade  which  is  now  going  oil 
would  be  superseded  by  an  illegitimate  trade, 
which,  in  the  natural  course  of  things,  most 
lead  to  waste  and  extravagance  in  administra- ' 
tiou.  Then,  we  are  told  tXiat  it  is  to  promote 
the  education  and  civilization  and  industrial 
habits  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands. - 
Now,  trade  is  trade,  and  if  the  trader  has  any- 
other  object  in  view  than  to  make  his  own 
profits  his  trade  will  go  to  the  bad.  He  haflf^ 
not  time  to  pursue  these  grand  objects  of  pro^ 
moting  the  education  and  civilization,  and  all 
the  rest  of  it,  of  the  savage  inhabitants  of 
these  islands.  Those  who  trade  do  so  simply 
to  make  money.  Are  these  islanders  now 
being  civilized  by  trade  ?  Have  we  not  to  go 
to  a  large  expense  to  protect  the  islanders  from 
the  traders?  And  is  it  to  be  supposed  thai 
the  profits,  which  are  none  too  large  now,  will 
continue,  if  the  merchant,  instearfl  of  looking 
after  liis  business,  is  to  devote  his  time  to  the 
education  and  civilization  of  the  people  ?  The 
thing  is  simply  ridiculous,  on  the  face  of  it. 
Then,  look  at  the  powers  to  be  given  to  this 
company.  It  is  one  of  its  objects  "  to  pro- 
mote the  cmlization,  education,  and  indus- 
trial employment  of  the  islanders,  and  thereby 
discourage  the  labour  traffic  among  the  said 
islands;"  and  it  is  empowered,  "generally, 
to  do  and  perform  all  such  acts,  matters, 
and  things  as  the  'company  may  dcom  in- 
cidental or  otherwise  conducive  to  the  attain- 
ment of  any  of  the  above  objects."  That  ift 
to  say,  the  company  is  to  have  absolute  oon- 
trol  over  tho  whole  of  its  own  actions.  \Vhy» 
as  I  have  already  said,  the  traders  now  ea^ 
gaged  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  are  obliged  to  bei 
controlled  by  a  higher  authority;  but  here^ 
we  are  giving  to  this  company  absolute  power 
to  do  all  kinds  of  things  that  it  may  fchmit; 
for  the  moment  to  be  conducive  to  its  own: 
interest.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  power  of 
issuing  notes,  I  venture  to  say  that  there* 
was  never  before  presented  to  this  or  to  any 
other  Legislature  a  Bill  containing  such  pro- 
visions as  those  contained  in  the  17th  clause. 
The  13th  clause  empowers  the  company  to> 
issue  notes  for  one  pound  and  upwards,  to  re- 
deem them  at  par,  and  to  reissue  them  aft 
pleasure.  Of  course  it  is  expected  that  there 
will  bo  a  largo  profit  in  this  —  that,  in  fact, 
it  will  be  placing  the  company's  paper  money 
in  all  respects  on  a  par  with  that  of  an  or- 
dinary banking  institution.  But  here  is  a. 
curious  thing  about  it  —  the  less  the  security 
the  company  gives,  the  more  is  the  issue  of  the 
notes :  ''  The  total  amount  of  the  notes  payable 
on  demand  issued  and  in  circulation  shall  not 
exceed  the  amount  of  the  uncalled  capital  of 
the^  compan}^'*  So  that,  if  the  company  — 
which  will  have  all  kinds  of  people  on  its  list 
of  shareholders,  men  solvent  and  men  not 
solvent  — call  up  £100,000  of  capital,  it  can. 
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issue  £900,000  in  notes;  whereas,  if  it  call 
up  i*900,000,  thus  making  the  notes  more  and 
more  secure,  it  can  only  issue  £100,000  in 
notes.  The  greater  the  security  of  the  com- 
pany the  less  is  its  power  to  issue  notes,  and 
vice  versd.  I  venture  to  say  that  is  one  of  the 
most  monstrous  propositions  ever  brought  for- 
ward in  a  public  document:  and  yet  this  is 
considered  a  financial  scheme.  Then,  we  are 
told  that,  in  proportion  to  the  capital  emp  oyed, 
the  amount  of  guarantee  is  trifling  —  that  it 
is  only  £10,000  a  year,  whilst  the  capital  of 
the  company  is  to  be  one  million.  But  we 
loiget  that  the  benefit  of  the  issue  of  notes  is 
entirely  foreclosed  if  tho  company  call  up  all 
its  capital ;  and  you  will  find,  as  a  rule,  that 
these  companies  call  up  only  a  moderate  pro- 
portion of  their  capital,  trusting,  as  in  this 
case,  to  the  issue  of  notes  or  debentures  to 
provide  the  requisite  amoimt  for  their  trade ; 
so  that,  if  they  call  up  even  one-fifth  of  their 
capital,  £200,000,  you  are  guaranteeing  a  divi- 
dend upon  that  to  the  extent  of  5  per  cent. 
Kow,  I  have  just  said  that  this  company  must 
necessarily,  if  it  succeed,  kill  out  other  com- 
panies. Why,  the  very  fact  that  you  guarantee 
a  dividend  of  this  kind  will  be  in  itself  suffi- 
cient to  enable  the  company  to  kill  out  oppo- 
sition. Another  thing  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  is  this:  that  wherever  there  is  a 
gnazantee  of  this  kind  there  is  serious  waste 
in  the  administration  of  the  company.  That 
has  been  conclusively  shown  over  and  over 
again  in  the  mail  steam  companies  at  Home. 
!&e  unsubsidized  companies  had  to  fight  their 
way  at  first  under  very  great  difficulties ;  but 
after  a  while  they  were  protected  in  the  trade 
by  the  fact  that  they  were  unhampered  by 
waste— the  wasteful  habits  of  older  companies 
were  not  shared  by  them,  and  in  that  way 
they  escaped  a  very  large  percentage  of  the 
losses  to  which  the  older  companies  were  sub- 
ject, and  in  time  they  were  able  to  force  their 
way  upon  advantageous  terms  into  the  pro- 
tected trades.  I  think  there  is  a  very  dan- 
gerous provision  indeed  in  the  Sth  clause  : — 

"For  carrying  out  any  of  the  objects  of  the 
company  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  company 
to  acquire  any  interest  in  land,  by  cession  or 
purchase,  or  other  lawful  means,  and  to  acquire 
steam  and  sailing  vessels,  and  also  charter  or 
lease  any  steam  or  sailing  vessels." 

A  good  deal  has  been  said  this  afternoon  in 
relation  to  aimexation.  Now,  what  has  been 
the  first  difficulty  to  nieet  us  in  all  the  islands 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean  ?  Take  Fiji,  for  instance. 
Is  it  not  this :  that  the  traders  who  have  sta- 
tioned themselves  in  the  Fiji  and  other  islands 
hkie  acquired  large  quantities  of  land?  Has 
not  that  been  the  source. of  the  main  political 
troubles  in  those  islands?  We  know  it  has 
been ;  and  here  we  are  providing  by  Act  for  the 
l^al  acquisition  of  those  lands,  under  rules 
which  are  not  provided  in  the  Act,  and  which, 
if  it  is  to  be  effective  at  all,  must  leave  tho 
company  free  almost  to  buy  where  it  likes  and 
at  what  price  it  likes.  In  its  dealings  it  has 
Aecessarify  to  deal  with  people  much  below  its 
agents  in  habits  of  thought  and  in  knowledgie 
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of  contingent  events;  and  the  bargains  must 
necessarily  be,  as  they  always  havo  been  in  the 
past,  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  tho  natives, 
and  in  the  end  not  even  conducive  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  company.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  aimexation,  and  about  extending  our 
empire  in  the  Pacific.  I  will  not  be  tempted 
to  go  into  that,  because  in  all  probability 
we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
that  matter  upon  a  subsequent  occasion.  I 
have  confined  myself  to  points  I  have  noticed 
in  the  Bill,  and  it  seems  to  me  this  is  ono  of 
the  most  dangerous  Bills,  if  it  be  successful, 
and  in  all  probability  it  is  one  of  the  trashiest 
Bills  from  a  commercial  point  of  view,  that 
ever  came  before  a  British  Legislature. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— This  Bill  might  be 
almost  said  to  be  a  new  departure.  It  may  be 
said  to  be  the  initiation  of  a  kind  of  foreign 
policy,  so  that  in  this  respect  it  is  deserving  of 
our  attention.  I  am  aware  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  devoted  great  attention  to  ques- 
tions connected  with  the  islands  of  the  Pacific. 
When  he  was  Premier  long  ago  he  wrote  a 
great  many  memoranda  on  the  subject,  and  he 
also  wrote  several  very  interesting  memoranda 
on  the  same  subject  when  he  was  Agent-Gene- 
ral, all  of  which  I  think  I  have  tead.  If  there 
is  any  one,  therefore,  who  could  recommenci 
this  subject  to  the  attention  and  consideration 
of  the  House,  and  use  arguments  to  induce 
honourable  members  to  support  the  Bill,  it  is 
the  honourable  gentleman.  However,  I  do  not 
think  that  he  has  convinced  the  House.  In 
fact,  he  himself  has  no  great  hope,  apparently, 
that  his  scheme  will  prove  a  success,  because 
he  spoke  of  it  as  an  experiment.  Now,  that,  I 
think,  is  an  argument  which  should  weigh 
with  the  House.  I  think  it  is  very  undesir- 
able to  enter  upon  such  a  large  imdertaking 
as  this  unless  we  have  almost  a  certainty  of 
belief  that  it  will  prove  a  success.  It  waa 
not  very  easy  to  follow  the  speech  of  the 
Colonial  Tresksurer.  He  said  a  great  many 
things  about  the  islands  of  the  Pacific.  He 
told  us  that  they  were  islands  of  great  im- 
portance ;  but  it  is  not  very  easy  to  put  in  few 
words  the  arguments  used  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  He  told  us,  for  instance,  that 
those  islands  in  the  Pacific  were  tho  objects 
of  ambition  and,  he  might  almost  say,  of 
cupidity  to  certain  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
And  he  instanced  particularly  Franco  and  Ger- 
many. Now,  Sir,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that, 
supposing  this  British  colony  of  New  Zealand 
established  a  trado  with  tho  islands  of  the 
Pacific,  we  shall  drive  out  of  these  seaa. 
France  and  Germany  ?  I  say.  Sir,  we  cannot 
look  forward  to  such  a  result  as  that.  Then,, 
the  honourable  member  spoke  of  annexation,, 
and  he  told  us  that  the  great  question  in  Aus- 
tralia at  the  present  time  was  the  annexation 
of  New  Guinea  to  Australia.  The  honourable 
gentleman  went  ofi  from  this  to  speak,  appa- 
rently, of  the  annexation  of  these  islands  of 
the  Pacific  to  New  Zealand,  and  the  way  he 
got  up  to  it  was  this :  that  the  fiag  followed 
the  trade  —  as  much  as  to  say  that,  if  we 
established  commercial   relations  witli  these 
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islands  of  the  Pacific,  the  flag  of  New  Zea- 
land would  follow  the  trade,  which  I  took  to 
mean  that  these  islands  of  the  Pacific  would 
by-and-by  come  under  the  New  Zealand  flag, 
whatever  that  might  be.  But  is  it  to  be  sup- 
posed that,  whatever  trade  we  may  establish 
with  these  islands  in  the  Pacific,  we  are  liJcely 
to  do  anything  in  the  shape  of  annexing 
those  islands  to  New  Zealand?  Is  it  at  all 
possible  for  us  to  drive  out  of  these  seas  the 
trade  which  Australia,  France,  and  Germany 
have  already  established  with  these  islands  ?  I 
say  this  little  colony  of  New  Zealand  can  do 
nothing  of  the  sort.  At  the  same  time,  I,  like 
all  other  colonists,  I  suppose,  desire  to  see  this 
colony  carrying  on  as  large  a  trade  as  possible 
with  the  islands  of  the  Pacific.  The  Treasurer 
has  stated  that  this  is  not  at  all  a  monopoly. 
What  in  the  world  is  it,  if  it  is  not  a  monopoly  ? 
There  is  a  trade  already  with  the  islands  of 
the  Pacific.  This  trade  is  carried  on,  I  be- 
lieve, chiefly  from  Auckland.  Now,  what  would 
be  the  effect  of  the  establishment  of  such 
a  company  as  this  ?  Would  it  not  be  to 
create  a  monopoly,  and  to  drive  almost  all 
the  small  traders  out  of  tlie  trade  in  which 
tliey  have  embarked  ?  The  chief  argument 
against  the  scheme  is  that  it  is  an  unwarrant- 
able extension  of  the  fimctions  of  Government. 
We  have  already  largely  extended  the  functions 
of  Government.  The  honourable  member  for 
Port  Chalmers  has  frequently  referred  to  this 
in  his  addresses  to  the  House.  We  have  this 
session  been  extending  to  some  degree  the 
functions  of  Government,  and  I  think,  if  there 
is  anything  we  should  be  very  chary  about 
in  this  House,  it  is  the  extension  of  the  func- 
tions of  Government.  And  what  is  this  but 
to  extend  the  functions  of  Government  in  the 
direction  of  controlling  the  trade  in  the  South 
Pacific?  I  think  the  best  thing  we  can  do 
with  regard  to  trade  is  to  put  as  few  shackles 
as  possible  upon  it.  Let  trade  be  as  untram- 
melled as  possible  by  legislation  in  every 
way,  and  our  trade  will  prosper.  If  this 
were  a  trading  company  coming  before  this 
House  for  certain  concessions  which  it  was  in 
the  power  of  this  House  to  grant  to  any  such 
company,  then  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  ex- 
cellent thing  to  meet  such  a  company  in  the 
most  liberal  spirit  we  could.  If,  for  instance, 
a  company  were  to  come  before  this  House  and 
ask  us  to  make  certain  concessions,  say,  in 
the  way  of  reducing  the  duties  upon  imported 
articles,  or,  say,  in  the  way  of  reducing  duties 
such  as  harbour  dues,  then  I  think  it  njight  be 
right  to  grant  the  company  such  concessions. 
But  this  is  not  the  object  of  the  company. 
Then,  the  honourable  member  for  Taranoki  re- 
ferred to  the  5th  clause,  a  clause  which  refers 
to  these  companies  buying  land.  Now,  Sir, 
a  great  part  of  the  time  of  this  Legislature 
is  taken  up  with  questions  affecting  Native 
land ;  and  similar  questions  will  bo  very  much 
augmented,  at  all  events  in  number,  by  the 
passing  of  such  a  Bill  as  this.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  a  commercial  company  is  likely 
to  do  everything  that  is  desirable  in  the  way  of 
civilizing  and  educating  the  natives  of  those 
Mr,  J,  W,  Thomson 


islands,  or  to  be  very  particular  as  to  the  way 
it  obtains  land.  There  would  be  constant  ap- 
peals to  this  House  in  regard  to  land  unduly 
acquired  from  the  natives.  This  is  a  Bill  that 
ought  not  to  pass,  especially  in  view  of  t^ 
circumstance  that  it  is  an  undue  interference 
with  trade,  and  that  it  is  an  extension  of  the 
functions  of  Government. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BUCKLAND.—When  I  came  to 
the  House  this  afternoon  I  had  no  intention  of 
speaJdng  upon  this  measure ;  but  when  I  heazd 
three  honourable  gentlemen  get  up  in  their 
places  and  endeavour  to  damage  the  speech 
which  the  Colonial  Treasurer  mode  in  bringing 
this  measure  before  the  House,'  I  was  stmck 
with  the  extreme  weakness  of  their  speeches, 
and  I  immediately  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  exhibited  a  poor  appreciation  of  Uie  im.- 
portance  of  the  subject.  I  was  not  in  mj 
place  when  the  Colonial  Treasurer  addressed 
the  House,  and,  although  I  shall  see  his 
speech  in  Hansard,  I  was  deprived  of  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  the  eloquence  with  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  supported  the  mea- 
sure, and  the  reasons  that  he  adduced  for  the 
passing  of  the  Bill.  I  could  not  but  feel  thai 
the  three  members  who  rose  one  after  the  other 
expressed  their  political  views.  They  had  not 
one  word  of  praise  to  utter  in  favour  of  the 
very  eloquent  speech  which  I  am  sure  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  addressed  to  ^e  Honse. 
We  owe  something  to  a  man  whose  spirit  of 
enterprise  would  have  landed  us  in  a  better 
position  to-day  if  the  ideas  he  brought  for- 
ward in  1870  hod  been  given  effect  to.  Un- 
fortunately for  him,  he  was  tied  down  by  the 
narrow-minded  and  miserable  desires  of  one 
part  of  New  Zealand  and  another  to  have 
something  done  for  them  without  any  con- 
sideration whatever  for  the  general  welfare  of 
the  colony.  That  feeling  militated'  very  greatly 
against  the  success  of  that  policy,  and  to  it  is 
due  the  comparative  failure  that  has  resulted 
from  the  proposals  the  honourable  gentleman 
then  brought  forward.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
never  do  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time.  U 
we  had  given  the  honourable  gentleman  the  op- 
portunity of  guiding  the  destinies  of  the  coui- 
try,  they  would  have  been  guided  in  a  much 
better  way  than  thai  in  which  they  were  sub- 
sequently carried  on.  If  the  proposals  made 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  with  regard  to 
these  islands  in  the  South  SeOs  ten  years  ago, 
had  been  given  effect  to,  we  should  now  be 
occupying  a  proud  position.  We  should  have 
taken  a  commercial  position  with  regard  to 
those  islands  which  unfortunately  wo  do  not 
hold  now.  Since  that  time  the  trade  with  the 
South  Sea  Islands  has  been  worked  by  other 
countries,  and  that  trade  at  the  present  time  is 
not  a  small  one.  We  have  allowed  the  oppor- 
tunity we  had  to  pass  by,  and  it  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  make  up  for  lost  time,  seeing  that  so 
many  other  nations  are  coming  into  Sie  same 
field  of  operations.  As  regards  the  futnre  of 
New  Zealand,  I  may  say  a  few  words  in  con- 
nection with  this  subi*ec*t.  I  believe  that  we 
must  draw  otlr  wealth  from  outside  our  own 
boundaries,  and  we  must  take  advantage  of  tiiM 
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faTonnkble  position  in  which  we  are  placed. 
We  have  many  advantages  in  oar  favour,  when 
we  remember  the  great  colonizing  race  we  are 
so  closely  allied  to,  when  we  know  all  our 
^vantages  as  a  race,  when  we  think  of  our 
magnificent  institutions,  of  our  liberal  system 
of  government,  of  all  the  elements  and  re-, 
sources  we  possess  that  are  calculated  to  make 
a  counfciy  great.  With  our  means  of  education 
I  feel  that  New  Zealand  will  bring  forth  a  race 
that  will  develop  the  wealth  of  these  islands. 
We  shall  be  able  to  extend  our  commerce  and 
diaw  forth  the  wealth  of  those  countries  lying 
near  to  us.  Although  Germany  and  France 
may  take  up  the  trade  of  the  islands,  I  feel  that 
it  is  our  heritage — that,  whether  we  pass  this 
measure  or  not,  it  will  still  be  our  heritage. 
Onr  climate  will  draw  persons  of  means  from 
Australia,  India,  and  other  countries,  who  will 
find  here  a  home  in  their  declining  years,  and 
will  spend  their  acquired  wealth  Jiere.  Our 
great  natural  resources  and  our  great  natural 
wonders  will  draw  people  from  all  lands  to  our 
shores.  The  prosperity  of  this  country  does  not 
depend  altogether  on  our  mines  or  our  agricul- 
ture, but  upon  drawing  wealth  from  outside 
eoontries.  I  can  hardly  understand  honour- 
able members  rising  to  speak  upon  this  Bill 
without  saying  a  word  on  the  subject  to  which 
it  relates.  They  brought  forward  some  argu- 
ments from  a  political  point  of  view,  and  from 
which  such  a  question  as  this  should  not  only 
be  regarded.  After  speaking  of  possibilities,  and 
coming  down  to  the  practical  position  of  the 
case,  I  am  quite  willing  to  allow  that  there 
are  difficulties  surrounding  this  question  of 
trading  with  the  islands  of  the  Pacific ;  but 
we  have  to  bear  in  mind  what  has  been  done 
by  other  countries  in  similar  circumstances, 
liere  is  hardly  any  other  country  that  I  can 
call  to  mind  that  had  not  the  same  difficulties 
to  contend  with  as  we  have  now  to  encounter. 
We  can  remember  what  was  accomplished 
by  the  East  India  Company,  which  was  the 
means  of  conducting  negotiations  with  one 
country  and  another,  and  of  inducing  a  mutual 
exchange  of  products.  I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  the  cultivation  of  a  trade  with  these 
islands  will  be  the  growth  of  time  ;  but  it  will 
ultimately  become  a  most  valuable  trade  for 
this  colony.  We  ought  not  to  hesitate  in  this 
work  because  there  are  difficulties  to  be  sur- 
mounted. There  have  always  beei}  difficulties 
in  the  way  in  undertakings  of  this  kind — far 
more  serious  difficulties  than  those  that  pre- 
sent themselves  to  us.  The  East  India  Com- 
pany had  to  arm  themselves  at  all  points  to 
meet  the  difficulties  of  carrying  on  a  trade ;  they 
had  to  fight  their  way  with  swords  and  guns. 
We  are  not  in  the  position  of  having  to  fight 
our  way  in  these  islands,  and  I  only  mention 
the  matter  to  show  that  we  ought  not  to  be 
easily  daunted  merely  because  difficulties  pre- 
sent themselves.  I  have  endeavoured  to  ex- 
press my  idea  that  there  arc  great  possibilities 
in  connection  with  the  subject  which  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  has  put  before  us.  I  made  some 
notes  of  the  .speeches  of  two  or  three  gentle- 
men who  preceded  me,  with  a  view  to  answering 


them ;  but,  unfortunately,  I  have  mislaid  m.7 
notes.  However,  there  is  this  advantage  in 
that  circumstance :  that  I  am  only  likely  to  re- 
member those  points  which  are  of  importance ; 
but,  when  I  come  to  cast  about  in  my  mind 
for  the  important  points,  I  find  that  there  are 
really  none  to  be  answered.  With  reference  to 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn,  however, 
I  would  say  that  I  think  he  lakes  up  a  most 
unworthy  position  in  reference  J;o  this  subject. 
Him,  of  all  men,  I  should  expect,  from  his 
ancestry,  to  find  on  the  side  of  those  who  wish 
to  promote  colonization.  I  read  history  and 
I  find  that,  were  it  not  for  men  who  bore  the 
name  of  Wakefield,  we  should  not  be  sitting 
in  this  place  to-night  as  the  representatives 
of  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand— that  by  those 
men  the  British  Government  were  forced  into 
taking  possession  of  New  Zealand,  and  that 
even  then  they  only  took  it  in  time  to  prevent 
another  nation  claiming  it — the  French.  Be- 
membering  this,  I  am  indeed  surprised  to  find 
the  honourable  member  for  Selwjm  taking  so 
different  a  course  and  ridiculing  a  colonizing 
movement.  Had  he  been  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  we  should  have  heard  a  speech  this 
evening  which  would  have  been  read  with  plea- 
sure in  every  corner  of  New  Zealand ;  but  I 
venture  to  say,  of  the  speech  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  made,  that  not  one  person 
in  twenty  will  get  beyond  the  first  few  hnes  of 
it.  The  honourable  member  for  Taranaki  said 
the  proposals  in  the  Bill  ajre  absurd  and  mon- 
strous; and  he  asked,  who  had  ever  heard  of  a 
trading  company  talking  about  civilizing  the 
race  of  the  country  in  which  they  were  going 
to  trade?  That  in  itself  proved  the  BUI  to 
be  a  monstrosity,  in  his  opinion.  But  does 
not  the  honourable  gentleman  know  that, 
in  the  past,  all  successful  colonization  has 
been  aided  immensely  by  the  religious  move- 
ments which  have  always  been  associated 
with  it  ?  It  was  religious  feeling  which  had 
much  to  do  with  the  success  of  the  settler 
ment  of  America;  and  the  very  same  thing 
may  be  said  of  the  settlement  of  this  colony. 
Sir,  we  can  at  least  introduce  the  religion 
of  himianity  into  these  islands;  and,  to  my 
mind,  the  introduction  of  that  very  clause 
which  the  honourable  member  for  Taranali 
ridicules  is  onLy  one  more  proof  of  the  genius 
of  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  But  I  only  hope 
that,  among  the  traders  introduced  into  the 
islands,  there  will  not  be  men  like  the  honour- 
able member  for  Taranskki,  who  takes  no  ac- 
count of  the  value  of  our  humanizing  influence 
among  the  islands  of  the  Pacific.  We  do  not 
want  to  hunt  down  the  people  of  those  islands, 
but  to  encourage  them  to  trade  with  us,  and 
to  introduce  our  own  people  to  do  work  which 
the  natives  are  not  capable  of  doing.  We  want 
to  introduce  civilization -there  which  will  raise 
the  natives ;  we  do  not  want  to  civilize  them 
off.  the  face  of  the  earth,  but  to  make  use 
of  them  in  a  way  that  will  be  beneficial  both 
to  them  and  to  us.  There  were  two  points 
in  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Clutha  which  are  worthy  of  notice.  He  said 
that  this  proposal  to  go  trading  was  an  ex- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


164:  South  Sea  Trading 


[HOUSE.]  Company  Bill 


[Oct.  2g 


ension  of  the  functionB  of  Goyemment,  and 
he  objected  to  the  functions  of  Government 
being  extended.  Well,  I  also  object  to  an  in- 
crease in  the  functions  of  Government,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  by  this  Bill  the  functions  of  Go- 
vernment will  be  increased.  It  is  thd  company 
who  are  to  do  the  trading :  and  therefore  there 
is  not  much  force  in  the  argument.  At  the 
same  time,  it  is  an  argument  that  weighs  with 
me.  He  also  argues  that  the  Bill  implies  Pro- 
tection, to  a  considerable  extent.  I  also  object 
to  Protection  in  any  form,  but  am  not  satisfied 
that  this  measure  means  Protection.  Another 
jK>int  which  the  honourable  gentleman  raises 
IS,  that  we  may  be  interfering  with  persons 
who  are  already  traders  and  who  have  sunk 
their  substance  in  business  in  these  islands. 
That  is,  to  my  mind,  a  forcible  objection,  and  I 
am  willing  to  allow  it.  I  do  not  think  there 
were  any  objections  except  these.  It  may  be 
gathered  from  what  I  have  said  that  I  am  not 
much  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  but  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  give  the  mover  some  credit  for 
what  he  has  done  in  this  matter.  The  xpere 
fact  that  he  has  called  attention  to  a  subject 
of  such  importance,  and  prepared  it  with  such 
patience  and  care,  seems  to  me  to  have  de- 
served our  thanks.  I  think,  whatever  may  be 
the  fate  of  this  Bill,  that  we  should  look  for- 
ward to  these  islands  to  afford  openings  for  our 
trade  and  our  commerce.  I  think  we  ^ould 
look  forward  to  the  young  men  who  are  grow- 
ing up  in  our  midst  making  businesses  in  these 
islands.  At  this  moment  our  schools  are  filled 
with  boys  rapidly  growing  up.  What  are  they 
to  *do  ?  In  the  country  districts  they  are  be- 
coming acquainted  with  country  pursuits,  with 
farming,  and  are  learning  how  to  develop  the 
resources  of  the  colony  in  the  future — I  have 
xkot  much  fear  for  them  ;  but  in  the  large  towns 
children  are  growing  up  who  will  not  be  fit 
for  a  country  life.  They  must  take  to  trade, 
and  we  must  expect  to  find  openings  for  some 
of  them  in  these  islands.  I  have  said  enough 
to  show  my  appreciation  of  what  has  been  done 
in  this  matter  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and 
honourable  gentlemen  will  have  gathered,  from 
what  I  have  said,  that  I  intend  to  support  the 
second  reading.  I  dare  say  that  the  Bill  will 
go  no  further ;  but  let  us  read  it  a  second  time. 
Let  us  allow  that  there  is  some  good  in  it, 
and  let  us  express  some  thanks  to  the  Golciiial 
Treasurer. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  rise  reluctantly  to  dissent 
from  the  proposals  in  this  Bill,  and  I  am  sure 
that  it  is  a  reluctance  which  will  be  shared  by 
many  in  this  House.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  brought  forward  this  measure  has 
shown  so  much  earnestness,  so  much  persist- 
ency, and  has  also  shown  such  a  remarkable 
faculty  for  giving  life  and  vigour  to  the  pro- 
posals which  he  brings  down  to  this  House, 
that  I  am  sure  many  will  feel  with  me  great 
regret  at  not  being  able  to  accept  the  proposals 
embodied  in  the  Bill  before  us.  But  I  would 
ask  the  House  to  consider  the  character,  the 
description,  of  trade  which  this  company  is  to 
carry  on.  It  is  not  a  trade  in  silks,  in  jewels, 
in  gold,  or  in  precious  stones  ,*  it  is  nothkig  like 
Mr.  J.  Q.  BucUland 


the  old  Indian  trade.  It  is  not  even  a  trade  in 
rich  furs,  like  the  trade  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company.  It  is  a  trade  in  the  roughest  and 
rudest  materials — beche-de-mer^  copra,  and  per- 
haps pearl-sheU.  These  are  the  staple  articles 
of  this  trade. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^Bananas. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  Bananas  will  not  be  a  staple 
article  of  trade,  though  they  may  be  one  of 
the  agreeable  products  of  the  islands.  And  how 
are  thes^  articles  to  be  collected  ?  Agents  are 
to  be  stationed  in  all  the  innumerable  islands, 
or  in  many  of  them.  They  will  have  to  live 
very  isolated  lives ;  they  will  have  to  deal 
with  the  natives  in  the  various  islands  in  their 
neighbourhood;  and  they  can  only  communi- 
cate by  boat,  as  a  rule.  When  sufficient  quan- 
tities of  these  articles  have  been  collected, 
a  vessel  comes  round  and  takes  in  from  the 
d^pdts  what  has  been  collected,  and  conveys  it 
to  a  central  port  for  transhipment.  That  ia 
the  character  of  the  trade;  and  necessarily 
there  is  great  difficulty  in  providing  proper 
persons  to  carry  on  such  a  trade.  Their  pay 
cannot  be  large;  their  mode  of  life  will  be 
peculiar  ;  and,  although  it  is  a  life  to  which 
some  few  take,  still  it  is  one  which  only  few 
adopt  from  taste,  while  very  many  would  not 
go  mto  it  unless  they  saw  their  way  to  make 
more  money  than  the  company  would  be  likely 
to  pay.  The  difficulty  of  getting  good  agen^ 
has  been  the  chief  difficulty  with  such  large 
companies  as  have  been  established;  for  yoa 
must  remember  that  large  companies  have  been 
engaged  in  this  trade.  For  example,  there  is 
Godefiroi's  company,  which  did  a  very  large 
business  with  these  islands:  but  it  failed; 
whereas  the  success  of  many  of  its  agents 
was  established  by  the  failure.  Such  a  trade 
can  only  be  built  up  as  you  obtain  gentlemen 
whom  you  can  trust  to  extend  its  operations. 
That  would  be  one  of  the  first  difficulties ;  but 
I  venture  to  say  that  there  would  be  another 
difficulty  in  which  this  company  would  find 
itself  involved,  and  that  is  that  it  would 
be  really  responsible  for  the  treatment  of 
the  natives  by  its  agents.  Those  gentlemen 
Would  possess  very  great  power,  they  would 
have  great  prestige,  and  would  be  small  kings 
amongst  the  natives.  The  natives  are  always 
quarrelling  amongst  themselves ;  and  I  would 
ask  the  llbuso  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to 
reflect  upon  the  position  of  the  agents — per- 
sons, in  some  cases,  necessarily  of  not  very  high 
character,  and  with  enormous  powers  amongst 
the  natives  of  these  islands.  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  of  this  country  should  take 
the  chance  of  becoming  responsible,  directly 
or  indirectly,  for  the  proceedings  of  these 
agents  in  the  most  out-of-the-way  places 
in  these  islands.  It  would,  to  my  mind,  be 
a  very  great  evil  if  the  Government  were  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind.  Again,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  this  company  would  abso- 
lutely crush  out  of  eiustence  a  number  of  large 
and  flourishing  trj.ders  whom  we  have  already 
in  Now  Zealand.  So  far  as  Auckland  is  con- 
cerned, honourable  members  may  not  bo  awc^e 
that  there  are  several  firms,  and  I  believe  even 
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small  companies,  already  trading  from  that 
port,  and  no  doubt  there  is  also  trade  from  other 
Kew  Zealand  ports.  Their  vessels  bring  large 
quantities  of  dried  copra,  and  a  company  in 
Anckland  with  considerable  capital  has  been 
engaged  for  some  time  in  extracting  the  oil 
from  it.  Then,  again,  a  large  quantity  of  pearl- 
shell  is  obtained  by  these  traders ;  and  I  know, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  one  of  these  firms  has 
been  engaged  for  some  time  past  in  selecting 
proper  places  in  the  different  islands  for  the 
purpose  of  planting  the  peaorl-oyster.  Large  beds 
have  been  planted,  and,  as  they  increase  very 
rapidly,  it  is  expected  that  in  a  few  years  there 
will  be  a  considerable  return  from  them,  and 
I  only  hope  that  thfi  company  will  reap  a  fair 
reward  for  its  enterprise.  That  company  will, 
however,  have  to  sell  out  to  this  projected  com- 
pany, or  it  will  be  crushed  out  of  existence. 
Again,  there  is  a  very  large  carrying  trade — 
an  independent  carrying  trade,  not  confined 
merely  to  Auckland,  but  spread  all  over  the 
Pacific.  Auckland  vessels  are  employed  in 
Fiji,  in  Samoa,  and  indeed  all  over  the  southern 
psjt  of  the  ocean.  That  is  one  of  the  most 
important  trades  we  have,  and  yet  it  would  be 
crashed  if  this  company  were  once  established. 
80  that  the  success  of  this  company  would 
mean  the  annihilation  of  all  these  other  enter- 

S rises,  which  have  been  so  long  engaged  in 
eveloping  the  trade,  and  which  have  been 
doing  it  imder  great  difficulties,  though  in  a 
most  successful  manner.  Beference  has  been 
made  to  the  East  India  Company,  to  the  Hud- 
son Bay  Company,  and  to  other  chartered 
companies  which  have  extended  the  trade  of 
England  ;  but  their  circumstances  were  very 
difierent,  and  I  would  ask  honourable  members 
to  bear  in  mind  that  those  companies  received 
no  Government  guarantee.  On  the  contrary, 
they  came  to  the  English  Government  to  ask 
for  a  charter,  and  they  had  to  pay  for  that 
charter.  No  doubt  they  had  great  privileges 
given  to  them ;  but,  if  I  remember  aright,  the 
East  India  Company  was  not  allowed  to  divide 
more  than  10  per  cent,  amongst  the  share- 
holders, and  anything  beyond  that  went  to 
the  Crown.  In  the  same  way,  the  Hudson  Bay 
Company  had  a  restriction  placed  upon  the 
amount  that  it  could  divide  amongst  its  share- 
holders. Although  I  do  not  believe  the  English 
Crown  ever  received  any  large  amount  from  the 
companies,  still  they  were  expected  to  pay  for 
the  privileges  which  they  obtained,  and  they 
were  not  subsidized  for  carrying  on  the  trade. 
I  would  also  ask  the  House  to  remember 
that  these  companies,  when  established,  really 
stifled  trade  —  that,  so  far  from  extending 
trade,  they  absolutely  prevented  its  extension. 
What  trade  was  there  under  the  East  India 
Company,  or  until  it  was  abolished  ?  Why,  it 
was  a  mere  bagatelle;  and  it  was  the  same 
with  the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  For  centuries, 
almost,  these  companies  kept  their  country  a 
sealed  book,  and  prevented  persons  entering  it, 
lest  they  should  form  rival  companies  in  trade. 
Instead  of  developing  the  resources  of  these 
countries,  these  large  companies  have  been  the 
most  powerful  means  of  shutting  them  up  from 


commerce  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  If  we 
are  to  succeed  with  this  company,  it  most  be- 
come a  monopoly,  and  it  is  proposed  to  make 
it  a  monopoly  by  buying  out  those  already 
engaged  in  the  trade.  Now,  what  terms  will 
they  expect  the  company  to  make  ?  There  are 
numbers  of  persons  engaged  in  this  trade — 
Germans,  French,  and  Americans — ^besides  a 
number  of  private  persons  in  our  own  colony ; 
and,  if  this  company  goes  into  the  market  to 
buy  them  out,  it  will  be  only  a  fat  pigeon  for 
them  to  pluck.  That  is  what  the  company 
would  become,  and  it  would  only  get  others  out 
of  the  field  on  such  terms  that  it  would  not 
be  able  to  make  any  profit  out  of  its  trade. 
I  should  also  like  to  point  out  an  aspect  of 
the  question  which  points  in  the  direction 
already  alluded  to  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha.  This  is  a  mixture  of  business 
and  politics.  I  have  never  been  able  to  find, 
either  in  history  or  in  anything  that  has  come 
under  my  own  notice,  that  such  a  union  was 
not  fatal  to  both.  The  business  must  become 
unprofitable,  while  the  politics  are  sure  to  be 
degraded.  One  of  these  results  is  inevitable. 
An  honourable  gentleman  near  me  mentions 
the  Suez  Canal.  Well,  I  am  not  sure  that  the 
politics  of  England  have  been  elevated  by  its 
connection  with  the  Suez  Canal,  but  I  do  Imow 
that  every  Government  that  has  been  a  com- 
mercial Government  has  been  tyrannical  and 
narrow  -  minded,  infiuenced  only  by  gain. 
What  do  men  go  into  trade  for?  They  go 
into  it  entirely  for  the  purpose  of  making 
money;  and  mat  spirit  is  subversive  of  all 
good  government,  and  must  degrade  the  poli- 
tics with  which  it  is  connected.  Take  the  early 
history  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  con- 
sider the  atrocities  and  horrors  which  were 
committed  in  its  name,  and  how  thoroughly 
the  greed  of  gain  infiuenced  all  its  actions. 
Why,  it  was  only  at  the  end  of  last  century, 
when  a  separate  and  political  Gk)vemor-Gene- 
ral  was  sent  out,  who  sought  the  good  of  the 
people  and  not  the  profit  of  the  company,  that 
government  under  the  East  India  Company 
became  even  comparatively  good.  It  was  the 
taking  away  from  it  all  trading  purposes  that 
made  that  Government  more  pure ;  and,  even 
though  that  necessitated  having  a  double  Go- 
vernment, it  was  far  better  than  that  the  com- 
pany should  have  the  entire  control.  No  one 
who  has  studied  the  early  history  of  that  com- 
pany and  reflected  on  the  m€bny  dark  deeds  com- 
mitted by  its  officers  when  India  was  a  sealed 
country  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  would  think 
of  establishing  a  company  on  those  lines  with 
any  idea  of  doing  good  to  the  natives.  I  think 
I  need  not  say  anything  more.  The  objections 
I  have  pointed  out  are,  to  my  mind,  quite  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  my  being  able,  as  I  should 
like  to  have  done,  to  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
necessity  for  such  a  measure  to  extend  the  in- 
fluence and  trade  of  New  Zealand  in  these 
Pacific  Islands.  I  say,  leave  the  people  alone 
— free  them  from  taxation  and  debt,  and  the 
people  of  New  Zealand  will  extend  the  trade. 
They  will  not  require  the  Government  to  aid 
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{hem.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  coantry  in  the 
world,  of  the  same  age  and  extent,  and  under 
such  exceptional  circimistances,  that  has  been 
80  successful  in  extending  its  trade  as  New 
Zealand  has  been.  Look  at  our  shipping  com- 
panies ;  look  at  our  loan  and  agency  com- 
panies, established  through  almost  all  the  other 
colonies  ;  look  at  our  banks  ;  look  at  our  carry- 
ing trade  with  vessels  large  and  small  spread 
over  all  these  seas.  When  we  reflect  upon  these 
things,  and  see  what  the  untrammelled  energy 
of  our  people  has  done  in  the  past,  we  may 
fairly  trust  to  them  in  the  future.  I  have  a 
firm  belief  that,  if  the  Government,  instead  of 
going  into  these  schemes,  would  only  devote 
their  attention  to  reducing  as  far  as  possible 
the  taxation  and  debt  of  the  colony,  and  leave 
the  people  untrammelled,  they  would  raise  the 
country  to  that  pitch  of  greatness  which  we  all 
believe  New  Zealand  has  before  it. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — The  honourable  member 
for  Waikouaiti  began  to  speak  as  if  he  thought 
that  everybody  who  had  any  objection  to  this 
Bill  must  of  necessity  have  Uttle  faith  or  belief 
in  the  powers  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer;  but 
I  say  that  any  one  who  would  not  give  that 
honourable  gentleman  full  credit  for  the  bril- 
liance of  his  genius  would  be  nothing  else  than 
a  narrow-minded  bigot.  Still,  however  much 
we  may  believe  in  the  great  powers  of  the 
honourable  gentl^nan,  that  should  not  pre- 
vent us  criticising  any  measures  that  he  may 
place  before  us.  This  is  certainly  an  oasis  in 
the  desert;  it  is  a  new  departure  from  the 
dreary  work  to  which  we  have  been  devoting 
ourselves  for  the  la.st  two  months ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  it  is  an  outrageous  proposi- 
tion, and  the  more  we  look  into  it  the  more 
astonishing  it  becomes.  I  quite  agreed  with 
the  honourable  gentleman  when,  some  years 
ago,  he  placed  before  us  his  great  Pol3me3ian 
scheme,  for  it  seemed  to  me  that  that  was 
a  scheme  which  must  raise  the  colony  to  a 
position  of  great  power,  because  he  then  had 
the  idea  of  gaining  the  islands  of  the  South 
Pacific  and  uniting  them  to  us.  But  this  is 
only  a  proposition  to  establish  another  ordi- 
nary trstding  company,  several  of  which  are 
already  trading  with  these  islands.  Therefore 
it  is  not,  to  my  mind,  worthy  of  the  attention 
that  his  previous  efforts  in  this  direction  war- 
ranted. It  is  usual,  when  gentlemen  either 
promote  companies  or  bring  Bills  of  this  cha- 
racter before  the  House,  to  introduce  them 
in  a  speech  giving  weighty  reasons  for  their 
introduction.  But  I  maintain  that  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  on  this  occasion  has  given  no 
such  speech.  He  has  made  a  speech  telling 
us,  in  glowing  language,  how  glorious  those 
islands  are ;  and  he  quoted  tlie  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East,  who  said  that 
these  were  islands  which  would  open  up  to  us 
visions  of  unbounded  wealth — that  the  lads  in 
school,  young  lawyers,  and  young  men,  could 
emigrate  and  make  the  South  Pacific  a  great 
and  mighty  nation.  That  may  be  all  very  well, 
but  it  is  in  the  dim  and  distant  future.  In  the 
near  future  is  the  fact  that  New  Zealand  is 
asked  to  support  a  company,  to  which  we  have 
I£r.Mos9 


to  guarantee  the  sum  of  £10,000  per  annum. 
It  may  be  all  very  well,  as  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer puts  it  very  pleasantly,  to  say  that  the 
progress  of  this  company  may  be  so  great  that 
practically  this  guarantee' will  never  be  re- 
quired ;  but  we  all  -know  how  glowing  pro- 
spectuses may  be  made,  and  how  mucn  they 
fall  short  of  the  mark.  I  cannot  help  remem- 
bering that  the  policy  of  to-day  is  the  poUoy  of 
1870.  The  Financial  Statement  is  only  on  ex- 
tension of  the  grand  Financial  Statement  of 
1870 ;  and  I  am  sure  that  this  scheme  is  merely 
giving  form  to  the  Polynesian  scheme  whicn 
the  honourable  gentleman  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  the  colony  some  years  ago;  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  7 J  per  cent.,  and  all 
the  glowing  visions  put  before  us  this  after- 
noon, are  as  baseless  as  many  of  the  statemenU^ 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  past. 
I  leave  it  to  the  Prime  Minister  to  bear  me 
out,  because  he  is  one  of  those  who  have  stated 
publicly  and  openly  that  they  had  very  little 
belief  in  the  Public  Works  Statement  of  1870. 
When  the  Colonial  Treasurer  this  afternoon 
made  that  wonderful  speech,  I  could  not  help 
thinking  of  some  words  the  Prime  Minister  ad- 
dressed to  this  House  some  years  ago,  when  he 
said, — 

"  The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  continually  told 
USL  that  his  finance  is  not  delusive ;  but  I  should 
like  to  point  out  the  promises  that  have  been 
made  in  the  various  Financial  Statements  foom 
1870  to  the  present  time,  and  contrast  them 
with  the  actual  results.  One  has  only  to  take 
up  the  speech  made  on  the  introduction  of  the 
grand  policy  of  1870,  and  compare  the  promises 
made  then  with  the  actual  results  that  we 
have  now.  To  look  back  at  that  speech  in  the 
light  of  the  experience  we  have  had,  one  would 
be  inclined  to  think  that  such  a  speech  had 
never  been  made  to  the  Assembly  of  New 
Zealand,  but  had  been  delivered  in  Utopia." 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  the  Statement  of  1870 
was  delusive  in  every  shape  and  form.  I  would 
ask  him  whether  he  does  not  think  that  tibe 
speech  made  this  afternoon  in  reference  to  this 
Bill  was  not  quite  as  delusive.  One  of  the 
most  remarkable  provisions  in  this  Bill  is  the 
extraordinary  one  which  gives  unlimited  power 
to  issue  notes.  Whenever  a  new  bank  is  to 
start  we  hedge  it  around  with  most  carefol 
regulations,  and  are  most  anxious  that  its  notes 
should  be  of  full  value;  and  this  House  tiie 
other  day  passed  a  Bill  saying  that  all  notes 
should  be  a  first  charge  on  the  assets  of  a  bank; 
and  yet  the  House  that  passed  that  measure  is 
now  asked  to  allow  a  company  with,  perhaps,  a 
called-up  capital  of  £50,000  to  issue  notes  t& 
the  amount  of  £950,000.  If  those  notes  were 
to  be  circulated  in  New  Zealand  I  apprehend 
that  the  people  of  New  Zealand  would  never 
dream  of  takmg  them  ;  but  the  poor  savages  in 
Samoa,  Tonga,  and  other  places,  who  do  not 
happen  to  know  our  language — who  do  not 
read  the  grave  deliberations  of  this  House — are 
to  take  the  notes  as  gospel :  to  take  in  exchange 
for  their  copra  those  bank-notes,  the  security 
for  which  is  even  less  than  for  the  fajnous 
bank-notes  which  the  honourable  member  for 
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Port  Chalmers  would  produce  with  his  printing- 
jnress  and  bale  of  paper.  We  might  go  on  from 
time  to  time  amendmg  and  enlarging  this  Bill, 
nntil,  with  a  called-up  capital  of  a  couple  of 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  we  might  have  mil- 
lions of  these  bank-notes  floating  all  over  those 
islands.  With  them  we  could  buy  up  all  the 
luids  of  the  poor  savages,  and  the  shareholders 
could  hand  over  their  liabilities  to  some  out- 
side company ;  and  in  that  way  New  Zealand 
probably  would  make  very  great  gain.  We 
could  buy  up  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  South 
Pacific  Inlands,  and  all  their  neighbours,  and 
they  would  have  all  the  bank-notes.  But, 
long  before  that  period  arrived,  I  venture  to 
say  that  those  notes  would  bo  as  valueless  as 
French  paper  was  at  th6  time  of  the  Bevolution, 
when,  if  you  wont  into  the  market  to  buy  a 
handle  of  asparagus,  you  had  to  pay  650  francs 
for  it;  and  at  the  present  time  the  only  use 
they  are  put  to  is  in  the  closets  of  connoisseurs, 
who  have  made  a  collection  of  antiquated 
paper-money.  That  would  be  tho  fate  of  these 
notes.  This  Bill  is  to  promote  civilization  in 
the  South  Sea  Islands,  and  tho  honourable 
member  for  Waikouaiti  suggests  that  it  would 
create  a  great  religious  influx.  I  suppose  that 
is  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer  once  called  •*  the 
great  colonizing  instinct  of  a  mighty  nation." 
Another  curious  feature  in  the  matter  is  this : 
that  in  the  Financial  Statement  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  told  us  that  he  thought  tho  honour- 
able member  for  Hawko's  Bay  had  made  a  very 
happy  suggestion  the  other  day  when  he  said 
that  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand  should  be 
not  an  imperial  Parliament,  but  a  Board  of 
Works.  I  think  the  wildest  visions  of  empire 
could  not  be  extended  farther  than  the  North 
and  South  Paciflc,  and  from  the  east  to  the 
west.  By -and -by  this  company  may  be 
saccessful ;  but,  when  you  go  further  into  the 
Treasurer's  speech  and  hear  him  say  that  there 
is  to  be  no  monopoly,  I  venture  to  say  with- 
OQt  hesitation  that  such  a  company  could  not 
succeed  without  a  monopoly.  The  honourable 
gentleman  quoted  the  East  India  Company 
and  the  Hudson  Bay  Company ;  but  in  each 
of  thoso  cases  there  was  a  monopoly,  and,  in 
addition,  [the  Hudson  Bay  Company  had  one 
great  feature — they  were  allowed  to  acquire 
large  areas  of  land,  which  they  sold  after  the 
land  had  acquired  great  value,  and  out  of  that 
they  made  a  profit.  But  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible for  a  company  like  this  to  pay  when  it 
has  to  compete  with  various  companies.  An- 
other remarkable  feature  in  this  very  remark- 
able Bill  is  this :  that  the  shares  are  divided 
into  so  many  lots.  One  lot  is  to  be  taken  up 
in  Germany,  another  in  Australia,  another 
in  Great  Britain,  another  in  France,  and  a 
final  lot  in  the  United  States ;  and  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  actually  told  the  House  that 
he  expected  or  hoped  that  all  those  countries, 
which  are  all  grasping  for  the  trade  of  the 
Pacific  Islands,  would  agree  to  concentrate 
.their  efforts  and  unite  all  their  forces  to 
make  New  Zealand  the  head-quarters  of  their 
trade.  Such  a  thing  is  not  possible.  When 
Germany  is  trying  to  seize  those  islands,  when 


France  is  trying  her  best  to  extend  her  borders, 
is  it  at  all  likely  that,  because  the  New  Zealand 
(Government  gives  a  guarantee  of  £10,000  a 
year  to  such  a  company,  they  will  unite  their 
efforts  to  bring  all  the  trade  of  those  islands  to 
this  place  ?  When  I  think  of  the  future  of  this 
company,  the  way  in  which  we  are  to  get  a 
large  trade  with  no  money,  with  nothing  more 
than  a  guarantee — ^when  I  see  how  we  can  issue 
notes  and  buy  up  those  poor  savages,  and  think 
of  our  own  ignorant  Natives  and  how  easUy  we 
could  have'got  all  their  substance  without  cost 
— I  quite  agree  with  one  of  the  Indian  Governors 
who  said  that  he  wondered  how,  with  so  many 
opportunities,  he  had  really  been  so  moderate 
in  taking  what  belonged  to  others. 

]Mr.  GARRICK. — I  regret  exceedingly  that 
I  do  not  see  my  way  to  support  the  motion  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  for  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill.  I  think  myself  that  it  would  be 
much  better  that  it  should  not  go  into  Com- 
mittee, than  that  in  Committee  we  should 
attempt  to  make  anything  of  it.  I  understand 
this  to  be  a  measure  in  which  the  Government 
by  legislation  attempts  practically  to  foster  a 
trading  company  —  to  throw  the  sanction  of 
legislative  authority  around  a  merely  commer- 
cial enterprise.    It  proposes, — 

**  (a.)  To  develop  the  trade  and  producing 
resources  of  the  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
to  facilitate  the  interchange  of  products  and 
merchandise  between  the  said  islands  and  other 
countries,  and  to  establish  factories  for  the 
utilization  of  the  products  of  the  said  islands ; 

"  (b.)  To  promote  tho  civilization,  education, 
and  mdustrial  employment  of  the  islanders,  and 
tJiereby  discourage  the  labour  traffic  among  tho 
said  islands,  and  with  such  objects  to  purchase 
and  sell  lands,  to  maintain  sailing  and  steajn 
vessels,  and  generally  to  conduct  the  enterprise 
as  they  think  most  conducive  to  success." 

That  is  practically  pledging  the  authority 
and  the  consolidated  revenue  of  the  colony 
to  make  this  a  successful  commercial  enter- 
prise. Tho  Bill,  in  the  first  instance,  recites 
that  '*the  formation  of  a  company  in  New 
Zealand  to  develop  the  commerce  of  the  said 
islands,  and  to  further  the  trade  between  them 
and  New  Zealand,  has  been  proposed ; "  and 
that  **  it  is  desirable  that  certain  powers  should 
be  granted  to  the  said  company  to  enable  it 
successfully  to  carry  on  its  operations.'*  On 
the  footing  of  that  proposal,  the  Government 
proposes  to  sanction  a  guarantee  of  at  least 
£10,000  a  year ;  but  I  think  I  am  correct  in  in- 
ferring that  the  Bill  goes  further  and  pledges 
the  consolidated  revenue  of  the  colony  to  the 
guarantee  of  5  per  cent,  upon  the  subscribed 
capital ;  and,  further  than  that,  I  think  tho 
Bill  may  be  said — ^from  its  throwing  the  autho- 
rity of  the  colony,  by  means  of  its  Legislature, 
around  the  transaction — to  practically  pledge 
the  colony,  in  case  the  commercial  venture 
should  prove  unsuccessful,  to  the  responsibility 
of  indemnifying  all  who  come  into  contact  with 
it  ajid  who  engage  in  it  as  a  commercial  enter- 
prise. It  also  proposes,  on  the  footing  of  this 
colonizing  scheme,  so  called,  to  invest  the  com- 
pany with  authority  to  issue  notes  of  one  pound 
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and  upwards,  wholly  out  of  proporfcion  to  the 
capital  that  is  to  form  the  basis  of  the  com- 
pany's operations.  I  yield  to  no  one  in  my 
admiration  of  the  genius  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer ;  and  I  look,  perhaps  as  much  as  any  one 
in  this  House,  to  his  genius  to  extricate  the 
colony  from  the  position  in  which  it  is  now 
placed.  But,  while  I  accord  him  that  mea- 
sure of  my  confidence,  I  do  not  feel  that  I 
am  prevented  from  criticising  any  measure 
which  he  deems  it  necessary  to  bring  down 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  especially 
when  that  measure  is  not  introduced  as  a  party 
one,  upon  which  the  Government  intend  to 
stand  or  fall.  I  think  it  a  wrong  principle, 
in  considering  a  measure  of  this  kind,  how- 
ever bright  the  flourishes  of  rhetoric  may  be 
with  which  it  is  introduced,  to  rely  upon  those 
rhi.torical  appeals  as  a  basis  for  recommend- 
ing it.  I,  for  one,  am  always  fearful  when  I 
listen  to  the  eloquent  strains  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East ;  and  the  longer  I 
listen  to  him  the  more  I  feel  convinced,  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  oration,  that  there  is 
nothing  in  it.  And  I  felt,  in  listening  to  the 
introduction  of  the  measure  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  when  he  was  found  leaning  upon  the 
oratory  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land East,  that  he  had  indeed  a  frail  platform 
upon  which  to  rest  his  recommendation  to  this 
House  to  accept  the  measure  he  now  introduces 
for  our  consideration.  I  think  I  am  correct 
in  saying  that  the  Treasurer  has  signally  failed 
in  commending  this  measure  to  the  House.  I 
think,  with  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
kouaiti,  that  we  are  not  to  look  at  the  speeches 
that  have  been  advanced  in  opposition  to  the 
measure,  for  they  struck  me  as  being  what 
I  call  "  Opposition  speeches."  Speeches  were 
addressed  to  the  House  by  what  I  will  term 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  as  it  seemed 
to  me,  simply  because  the  speakers  felt  it  a  duty 
to  say  something  against  any  measures  coming 
from  the  Ministerial  benches.  Whatever  is 
advanced  from  the  Ministerial  benches,  we  are 
sure  to  find  the  strongest  of  the  occupants  of  the 
Opposition  benches  speak  against  it.  And,  what- 
ever may  be  the  eloquence  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn,  on  this  occasion  he  has 
not  shone  in  his  opposition  to  the  measure. 
Still,  I  think  that,  falling  back  upon  the  ob- 
servations of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill,  we  have  not  had  any  sound 
reasoning  in  support  of  it.  Wo  have  not 
had  any  reference  to  a  basis  of  sound  facts, 
warranting  the  conclusion  at  which  he  would 
ask  the  House  to  arrive  in  sending  this  Bill 
into  Committee  for  its  consideration.  In 
reference  to  the  principle  embodied  in  the 
Bill,  I  think  myself  that  it  is  wrong  to  ask 
the  House  to  throw  the  sanction  of  legislative 
authority  around  a  conmaercial  enterprise,  and 
tiiat  no  reason  has  been  given  for  so  doing.  I 
can  understand  a  matter  of  subsidy — which 
I  will  illustrate  by  referring  to  shipping  or 
steam  companies,  trading  between  the  Old 
Country  and  our  ports,  to  which  it  may  be  a 
matter  of  great  importance  to  render  some 
assistance  in  the  way  of  subsidy,  in  order  that 
Mr.  Oarrick 


suoh  an  enterprise  might  not  faU ;  and  I  can 
understand  here,  if  the  proposed  company  had 
been  formed,  if  its  capital  were  determined,  if 
the  amount  paid  up  were  brought  before  this 
House,  if  the  nature  of  its  constitution  were 
brought  before  us  so  that  we  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  it,  and  if  its  claims, 
based  upon  all  these  conditions,  were  brought 
before  us,  we  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
thinking,  and  might  reasonably  think,  that  it 
would  be  well  to  subsidize  such  an  undertaking 
in  the  interests  of  the  colony  and  with  a  view 
to  advance  its  prosperity.  But  here  I  feel  that 
we  have  no  facts  placed  before  us  on  which  to 
conclude  as  to  the  propriety  of  protecting  an 
undertaking  of  this  kind.  And  I  submit  that 
the  absence  of  any  such  facts  affords  strong 
ground  at  least  for  concluding  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  commit  ourselves  to  an  undertaking 
of  this  kind  in  the  depressed  condition  of  the 
colony,  and  when  it  is  admitted  that  distress 
reigns  triumphant.  I  can  understand  the 
policy  measures  of  the  Government,  when  they 
introduce  harbour  works  and  railway  schemes, 
all  of  which  are  in  the  immediate  interests  of 
the  colony,  and  are  to  be  carried  on  within  its 
borders ;  because,  in  the  event  of  their  success, 
the  colony  will  derive  all  the  benefits  of  that 
success.  But  I  cannot  understand  how  an  un- 
dertaking the  theatre  of  the  operations  of  which 
lies  beyond  the  colony  commends  itself  in  any 
such  way  to  our  acceptance.  I  may  say  further 
that,  in  looking  to  the  Bill,  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  principle  of  the  Bill  is  open  to  great  ob- 
jection. Not  only  have  we  not  the  constitution 
of  the  proposed  company  before  us,  not  only  is 
that  constitution  not  even  shadowed  forth  in 
the  Bill  submitted  for  our  acceptance,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  we  find  it  is  proposed  to  give,  by 
the  14th  section,  authority  to  the  company  to 
make  by-laws,  and  that  these  by-laws  are  not 
only  intended  to  operate  within  New  Zealand 
itself,  but  they  are  intended  to  have  some  rela- 
tion at  all  events  to  other  colonies,  and  in  some 
measure  to  affect  not  only  the  interests  of  per- 
sons outside  New  Zealand,  but  the  interests  of 
persons  other  than  British  people.  Section  14 
says, — 

"It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  from 
time  to  time  to  make  such  by-laws  as  they 
shall  think  necessary  or  expedient  for  the  effi- 
cient carrying-on  and  the  proper  management 
of  the  company,  and  such  by-laws  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  the  by-laws  of  the  company,  ex- 
cept in  so  far  as  they  may  be  inconsistent  with 
or  repugnant  to  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  or  any  of  the  laws  in  forse  in  the  countries 
where  such  by-laws  require  to  be  applied." 

So  that  we  have  a  company  proposed  to  be 
incorporated  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
with  power  to  make  by-laws,  but  such  by-laws 
are  not  to  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  in  force  in 
the  country  where  such  by-laws  require  to  be 
applied.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  unsound  [in 
principle,  having  regard  to  British  legislation, 
and  I  apprehend  I  am  correct  in  concluding 
that  we  have  no  such  authority ;  but  the  bare 
attempt  to  bestow  such  authority  as  is  proposed 
to  be  conferred  in  a  measure  of  this  kind  seems 
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io  xne  certainly  calculated  to  involve  the  colony 
in  veiy  serious  trouble.  I  understand  it  to  be 
inferred  by  the  Treasurer  that  Frajice,  Ger- 
many, and  perhaps  other  countries,  will  be 
glad  to  participate  in  the  benefits  to  be  con- 
ferred by  a  trading  company  of  this  kind.  If 
other  interests  are  to  be  considered — and  un- 
doubtedly they  would  be  in  the  passing  of  this 
Bill — surely  it  is  not  only  within  the  region  of 
possibility,  but  of  probability,  that  outside  in- 
terests will  greatly  control  the  effectual  work- 
ing of  the  institution,  and  necessarily  bring  into 
^lay  at  all  events  the  interference  of  foreign 
interests,  if  not  of  foreign  authority,  in  the 
matter  of  the  government  of  the  company  the 
constitution  of  which  is  proposed  to  be  framed 
mider  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  In  a  work 
entitled  **  Fifty  Years  of  the  English  Constitu- 
tion," by  IMr.  Sheldon  Amos,  reference  is  made 
to  the  Suez  Canal,  and  it  is  there  stated  that — 

"The  purchase  of  the  Suez  Canal  shares 
incoiporated,  for  the  first  time  in  the  principles 
of  English  Government,  the  notion  that  the 
State  could  have  a  financial  interest  in  a 
commercial  undertaking  not  only  conducted 
in  another  country,  but  conducted  under  the 
special  license  and  superintendence  of  the 
ruler  of  that  country.  The  result  of  admit- 
ting such  a  doctrine  and  acting  upon  it  was, 
that  England  became  pledged  in  a  wholly  new 
and  peculiar  way  to  the  support  of  the  exist- 
ing Turkish  and  Egyptian  dominion  in  Egypt ; 
that  large  English  political  interests  were  ren- 
dered subservient  to  the  decisions  of  local  tri- 
bunals in  a  foreign  country ;  and  that  English 
diplomatic  and  political  action  in  Egypt,  and 
indeed  in  Europe,  was  trammelled,  or  at  least 
indirectly  influenced,  by  a  narrow  commercial 
interest,  which  could  not  but  weigh,  however 
slightly,  upon  the  apparent  purity  and  sim- 
plicity of  the  motives  of  the  English  Govern- 
ments." 

Of  course  I  readily  admit  that  the  illus- 
'tration  I  have  quoted  is  not  parallel  in  the 
aj^lication  of  its  facts  to  the  constitution  of 
such  a  commercial  enterprise  as  is  proposed 
by  this  Bill,  because  there  the  working  of 
the  institution  was  undoubtedly  in  a  foreign 
country,  whereas  the  working  of  this  institu- 
tion will,  in  its  primary  bearing,  take  place  in 
our  own  colony.  But  I  submit,  Sir,  that  the 
parity  of  principle  prevails,  and  that  the  State 
is  here  undertaking  to  have  a  financial  interest 
in  a  commercial  company,  and  the  Bill  is  so 
framed  as  to  extend  to  the  company  protec- 
tion in  its  relations  with  a  foreign  country, 
and  the  pledging  of  the  consolidated  revenue 
will  foUow  as  a  matter  of  course.  For  the 
purpose  of  illustrating  my  observation,  I  will 
say  that  the  company  may  not  prove  to  be  a 
success.  Here  we  have  the  authority  to  issue 
notes  representing  a  very  large  proportion  com- 
pared with  the  small  amount  of  paid-up  capi- 
tal. If  that  undertaking  proves  unsuccessful,  I 
submit  to  the  House  that  the  Government  will 
in  honour  have  to  accept  the  responsibility  of 
the  whole  undertaking.  Having  not  merely 
indirectly  fostered,  by  virtue  of  a  subsidy,  the 
interest  of  such  a  company,  but  having  actually 


given  it  existence  by  the  authority  of  legisla- 
tive enactment,  I  apprehend  the  Government 
would  have  to  throw  around  it  the  cegis  of  its. 
protection ;  and,  in  the  event  of  such  a  disaster 
as  occurred  to  the  Godeffroi  Company,  ttie 
honour  of  the  colony  would  be  pledged  to  see 
that  the  company  paid  twenty  shillings  in  the 
pound.  I  again  refer  to  the  fact,  and  submit 
that  no  reason  whatever  has  been  given  why 
this  company  should  have  power  to  issue 
notes.  The  Bill  does  not  pretend  to  create 
all  the  safeguards  that  the  Legislature  throws 
around  a  banking  company.  It  contains  no  pro- 
vision, nor  does  it  compel  the  company,  on  its 
institution,  to  protect  outside  persons  against 
so  poweriul  an  authority  as  that  of  a  com- 
pany allowed  to  issue  bank-notes.  It  gives 
all  the  privileges  of  a  banking  company,  but 
without  its  safeguards.  It  opens  a  very  wide 
door  to  every  description  of  fraud,  and  con- 
fers no  protection  whatever  upon  the  persons 
who  are  likely  to  be  defrauded  by  the  com- 
pany. I  would  also  ask  the  House  not  to 
forget  that  the  interest  of  New  Zealand  in 
the  matter  of  South  Sea  Island  trading  has 
not  been  lost  sight  of  in  New  Zealand.  We 
read  in  the  papers  that  one  of  the  largest 
institutions,  if  not  the  largest,  in  the  colony 
—  the  New  Zealand  Loan  and  Mercantile 
Agency  —  having  a  huge  interest  in  Melbourne, 
another  in  Sydney,  and,  I  think  I  am  correct 
in  saying,  interests  in  other  of  the  Australian 
Colonies,  have  advertised  that  they  have  inter- 
ests in  Fiji  and  in  the  islands  of  the  Southern 
Pacific,  in  which  their  extended  business  is 
carried  on  in  the  same  way  as  in  New  Zea- 
land. Why  should  this  company  be  brought 
into  competition  w^ith  the  one  to  which  I 
refer,  and  why  should  it  be  decided  by  the 
Legislature  that,  while  one  is  protected, 
the  other  is  to  be  left  to  trade  upon  its  own 
resources?  That  seems  to  me  to  be  unsound 
in  principle,  and  this  House  should  be  slow  to 
extend  legislative  authority  in  the  direction 
sought  to  be  obtained  by  this 'Bill.  On  the 
whole,  then,  Sir,  I  submit  that  the  measure 
brought  down  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  for 
the  consideration  of  this  House  is  one  which 
has  not  been  supported  by  sound  argument  or 
sound  reasoning  as  worthy  of  our  acceptance. 
I  submit,  further,  that  it  embodies  principles 
which  are  unsound,  in  pledging  the  State  to 
the  sanction  of  a  commercial  enterprise  with- 
out sufiicient  safeguards  for  those  who  are 
likely  to  lose  by  the  undertaking  in  the  event 
of  its  ultimate  failure.  I  object  to  the  Bill 
on  the  ground  that  it  sanctions  the  creating 
of  paper-money,  which  may  prove  very  disas- 
trous indeed,  and  largely  increase  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  Goverrmient  in  that  direction. 
I  submit,  lastly,  that  there  have  been  no  refer- 
ences to  statistics,  no  illustrations,  no  reasons 
given  whatever  in  connection  with  it  as  a 
commercial  enterprise  to  show  that  it  should 
receive  the  consideration  of  this  douse.  And  I 
submit  that,  in  the  interests  of  New  Zealaoid 
and  of  all  well-wishers  of  New  Zealand,  a  mea- 
sure of  this  kind,  whatever  support  it  is  de- 
serving of,  has  not  primarily  commended  itself 
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to  our  notice.  It  is  a  matter  that  wiU  keep  for 
another  session.  There  is  no.  reason  to  be  so  , 
precipitate.  Next  session,  if  the  Qovemment 
18  prepared  to  bring  down  such  a  measure, 
8upi>orted  by  such  proofs  as  will  commend  it 
to  our  consideration,  I  am  sure  we  shall  be 
only  too  glad  to  give  it  attention.  But  this  is 
a  crude  and  very  unsatisfactory  measure,  and 
not  shown  to  be  calculated  in  its  working  to 
benefit  New  Zealand.  We  shall  therefore  do 
well  to  prevent  its  going  into  Committe. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  confess  that  at  first 
sight  I  was  unable  to  see  the  importance  of 
this  measure.  The  direction  of  my  mind  was 
that  we  have  got  quite  enough  to  do  in  New 
Zealand  to  look  after  our  own  affairs,  without 
going  outside  to  the  Pacific  Islands.  At  the 
same  time,  looking  to  the  future,  one  cannot 
help  seeing  the  vast  importance — at  least,  I 
oannot  help  seeing  the  vast  importance — of 
securing  commercial  supremacy  in  connection 
with  these  islands.  In  the  face  of  the  fact  that 
delays  are  dangerous,  and  that  other  countries 
are  likely  to  anticipate  us — I  understand  that 
they  are  doing  so — I  say,  in  the  face  of  that 
fact,  I  think  that  we  should  be  doing  wrong  if 
we  did  not  take  immediate  action  in  the  direc- 
tion set  forth  in  this  Bill.  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  we  should  lose  no  time  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  differ  entirely  from  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down.  I  think 
there  is  no  time  like  the  present.  From  this 
Bill  it  appears  the  utmost  extent  of  our  respon- 
sibility would  be  a  pajrmont  of  under  £5,000. 
The  Bill  can  be  so  framed — if  it  is  not  now  so 
framed,  it  can  be  so  altered  in  Committee — as 
to  provide  that  in  no  possible  contingency  can 
that  liability  be  exceeded ;  and  therefore  I  am 
disposed  to  agree  to  the  second  reading.  With 
regard  to  the  issue  of  bank-notes,  that  is  a  pro- 
vision which  can  be  modified  or  altered  in  any 
way  should  the  Bill  go  into  Committee.  My 
opinion  upon  that  matter  would  probably  differ 
from  that  of  many  honourable  members.  '  I  am 
one  of  those  who  look  forward  to  the  time  when 
New  Zealand  may  become  the  seat  of  em- 
pire. It  seems  to  me  that  the  primary  nucleus 
of  that  empire  is  the  political  and  commer- 
cial absorption  of  the  islands  in  the  Pacific 
to  as  large  an  extent  as  possible.  For  these 
reasons,  I  shall  support  the  second  reading:  of 
the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  have  not  very  much 
to  reply  to.  The  objections  which  have  been 
made  to  the  Bill  have  been  of  a  general  nature, 
and  the  strongest  objections  were  made  by 
gentlemen  who,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  find 
it  impossible  to  see  in  any  Bill  introduced  by 
the  Government,  or  principally  by  myself,  any- 
thing which  they  could  support.  The  argu- 
-  ments  which  have  been  used  have  not  shaken 
my  belief  in  the  measure.  The  most  argu- 
mentative reasons  against  the  Bill  were  i^ose 
put  forth  by. the  honourable  member  for  St. 
Albans.  I  take  a  different  view  of  the  measure 
from  what  he  does.  I  understand  the  honourable 
gentleman  considers  that  it  contains  some  dis- 
guised and  concealed  liabilities,  of  which  I  am 
not  aware.  I  cannot  by  any  possibility  see  how 
Jfr.  Qarrick 


the  Government  or  the  colony  can  be  liable  foe 
anything  more  than  the  expressed  amount  ot 
the  liability.  I  will  refer  to  the  objection  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell,  whose 
opinions,  I  must  say,  I  highly  value,  although 
they  are  rarely,  if  ever,  upon  the  side  which  I 
take ;  but  he  generally  does  give  a  reason  for 
the  opinion  which  he  holds.  I  understand 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  thinks  that  this 
measure  may  drive  out  of  the  trade  a  number 
of  small  trading  vessels.  Sir,  if  that  be  the 
consequence,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it 
would  be  a  very  beneficent  one,  for  some  at 
least  of  those  small  trading  vessels  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  takes  under  his  pro- 
tection are  engaged  in  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  trafiic  in  human  flesh.  It  is  said 
that  men  of  position  are  not  averse  from  allow- 
ing vessels  they  own,  of  various  descriptians, 
to  be  engaged  in  that  nefarious  and  baneful 
traffic;  and,  if  the  consequence  of  this  mea- 
sure be  that  some  of  those  vessels  are  driven 
from  the  trade,  it  would  be  a  very  happy  one. 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  know  that 
the  cost  at  present  to  the  English  Grovemment 
of  repressing  slavery  in  the  South  Pacific — 
and  it  is  done  very  imperfectly  —  the  cost  of 
repressing  the  traffic  in  human  flesh,  amounts 
to  no  less  than  £150,000  a  year?  It  is  hardly 
worth  while,  perhaps,  to  criticise  what  was  said 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn.  He 
seems  to  me  to  be  in  opposition  to  any  measure 
brought  down  by  the  Government.  It  may  be 
that  I  am  wrong,  but  when  he  speaks  upon  any 
subject  it  always  strikes  me  that  he  would 
-n^e  an  equally  good  speech  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  question  if  for  the  time  being  his 
inclinations  so  prompted  him.  With  rega^  to 
the  objections  raised  by  him  to  the  Bill,  they 
seemed  to  me  to  be  rather  puerile.  He  said 
the  undertaking  might  not  pay — that  there 
might  be  losses,  and  so  on.  Well,  he  might 
say  that  of  any  human  undertaking.*  We 
might  say  all  sorts  of  things  might  happen — 
that  the  offices  of  the  company  might  be  burnt 
down ;  that  the  secretary  might  run  away ;. 
that  rats  might  get  at  the  bank-notes  and 
eat  them  up :  we  might  predict  any  quantity  of 
the  other  contingencies  to  which  human  efforts 
are  liable.  It  would  have  been  better  for  tiie 
honourable  member  to  have  said  that  it  was 
quite  impossible  for  him  to  see  any  merit  in 
any  measure  brotfght  down  by  the  Government. 
When  some  time  ago  I  referred  to  this  subject 
in  a  speech  I  made  at  Ashburton,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  then  take  the  hostile 
view  of  it  that  he  does  now.  Of  course  he  is 
quite  right  to  alter  his  opinion  from  time  to 
time  as  he  finds  it  desirable  to  do  so.  I  did 
jiot  exactly  gather  the  nature  of  the  opposition 
raised  to  the  Bill  by  the  honourable  member 
for  TaraSiaki,  excepting  that  it  was  not  a  tree- 
trade  measure,  and  U^at  a  model  free-trader 
thought  only  of  making  money,  and  did  not 
care  for  education  'or  civilization.  I  did  not 
catch  what  the  honourable  member  for  Clutha 
said  very  distinctly.  I  am  Sony  that  I  should 
have  interrupted  the  honourable  gentleman* 
or  have  appeared  to  slight  his  remarks ;  bat  I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.]         South  Sea  Trading         [HOUSE.] 


Company  Bill. 


171 


was  unable  to  hear  vrh&t  he  was  saying.  The 
hononiable  member  for  Thomdon  paid  me  the 
compliment  of  reading  back  my  speeches  of  the 
Utft  fourteen  years.  I  greatly  appreciate  the 
honour  the  honourable  gentleman  did  me,  and 
hope  he  found  the  reading  both  instructive  and 
entertaining.  It  may  be,  in  the  course  of  the 
next  fourteen  years,  the  honourable  gentleman 
himself,  if  he  goes  on  as  he  has  been  doing 
lately,  will  say  something  that  some  one  may 
g;aote  with  interest.  I  fail  to  see  that  what 
took  place  in  1870  has  anything  to  do  with  the 
Bill  now  under  consideration.  If  we  do  not  pass 
the  Bill  this  session,  we  shall  probably  find  the 
time  for  taking  such  a  step  has  passed.  We 
should  try  and  realize  the  effect  of  tho  Bill 
beipcLg  thrown  out.  I  am  persuaded  that  gradu- 
ally it  will  force  itself  upon,  the  mind  of  tho 
country  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  great 
neglect  in  not  taking  measures  to  promote 
commerce  between  this  colony  and  the  South 
Sea  Islands.  The  honourable  member  for 
Belwyn  called  this  Bill  a  "  sordid  "  Bill.  When 
he  used  that  word  a  doubt  was  raised  in  my 
mind  as  to  whether  he  understood  its  mean- 
ing. What  is  there  sordid  in  taking  means  to 
promote  trade  and  commerce  with  the  islands 
of  the  Pacific  ?  I  see  nothing  sordid  in  the 
desire  to  establish  relations  which  may  be  of  a 
lasting  nature,  foimded  upon  those  principles 
which  have,  after  all,  been  the  leading  link 
between  different  nations  in  times  past  from 
remote  periods.  An  objection  was  also  made 
in  r^^ard  to  the  issue  of  bank-notes.  I  do  not 
know  why  a  company  of  this  kind  should  not 
have  the  right  to  issue  promissory  notes.  There 
is  no  reason  why  a  trading  company  should 
not  have  the  power  to  issue  notes.  Coins  of 
an  kinds  are  in  circulation  in  tho  islands,  and 
they  are,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  very 
much  depreciated  by  the  use  to  which  they 
have. been  subjected.  Of  course  tho  value  of 
tiie  notes  issued  will  depend  upon  tho  credit 
of  the  company.  I  cannot  see  why,  under 
prudent  management,  the  company  should 
not  be  a  conunercial  success.  If  it  were  only 
the  means  of  establishing  communication  be- 
tween New  Zealand  and  the  islands  it  must 
be  of  great  value.  New  South  Wales  pays  a 
nibsidy  of  £2,600  per  annum  for  communication 
between  Sydney  and  Fiji  alone.  France  is 
paying  a  subsidy  of  £200,000  a  year  for  com- 
munication with  her  Colony  of  New  Caledonia 
^  way  of  Australia.  I  am  also  informed  on 
good  authority  that  the  Governments  of  France 
and  of  Chili  are  trying  to  'jointly  arrange  for 
a  service  from  Valparaiso  to  Tahiti.  We  also 
know  that  Bismarck — ^whom  I  may  be  allowed 
to  term  the  greatest  statesman  in  the  world, 
flince  Beaconsfield  is  dead — is  fwxious  to  ini« 
tiate  a  mail  service,  which  will  cost  £200,000, 
to  connect  Germany  with  the  Samoan  Group. 
We  know,  also,  that  this  measure  which  I  am 
Bow  asking  the  House  to  read  a  second  time  is, 
after  all,  but  an  imitation  of  a  measure  pro- 
posed by  that  statesman.  There  is  nothing  in 
It  of  a  startling  nature  ;  the  liability  incurred 
IB  a  very  small  one  ;  and  even  to  keep  up  com- 
mtmication  between  the   Islands  and  Auck- 


land, this  subsidy  would  not  be  a  large  one.  In 
my  opinion,  the  course  the  San  Francisco  ser- 
vice will  take  —  not  in  the  immediate  fu^ire, 
perhaps,  but  at  no  distant  time  —  will  be 
between  Auckland,  Fiji,  Samoa,  and  Hawaii,, 
and  another  line  ot  steamers  wiU  run  between 
America  and  Hawaii,  the  two  connecting  at 
Hawaii.  I  would  only  further  say  that  there 
are  possibilities  in  connection  with  this  com- 
pany which  make  it  worth  the  while  of  the 
House  to  accept — adopting  the  phraseology  of 
some  honourable  members — the  small  amount 
of  risk  which  will  be  incurred  under  it.  This 
amounts  to  £10,000  a  year,  to  be  returned  out 
of  half  the  profits  of  the  company  after  7  per 
cent,  profit  has  accrued  to  the  shareholders. 
I  am  very  much  obliged  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  and  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waikouaiti  for  the  support 
they  have  given  to  the  Bill;  and  I  hope 
that  honourable  members  will  see  their  way, 
not  only  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  but 
also  to  support  it  through  Committee,  so  that 
it  may  become  law  during  the  present  session. 
This  Bill  does  not  come  down  to  the  House 
only  on  the  reconmiendation  of  the  House,  but 
also  with  the  approval  of  a  Select  Committee 
o|  both  Houses.  It  is  true  the  Committee  was 
not  unanimous;  but  there  was  a  far  larger 
number  of  votes  in  favour  of  the  Bill  than, 
in  my  experience,  has  usually  been  given  in 
favour  of  any  particular  course  being  adopted 
in  Seleet  Committee.  With  these  remarks,  I 
leave  the  House  to  decide  the  question. 
The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  28. 
Ballance  Hobbs  Shephard 

Bevan  Joyce .  Shrimski 

B.-Bradshaw     Lance  Steward,  W.  J.. 

Brown  Lamach  Stout 

Cadman  Locke  Tole 

Dargaville  Macandrew        Vogel. 

Pitzherbert        McKenzie,  J. 
Guinness  O'Callaghan  Tellers, 

Hamlin  Pearson  Buckland,  J.  C 

Harper  Richardson,  E.  Walker. 

Noes,  89. 
Allwright  Hursthouse       Boss 

Barron  Johnston  Bussell 

Bruce  Lake  Samuel 

Bryce  Levestam  Sutter 

Buchanan  Menteath  Thompson,  T. 

Buckland,W.P.  Mitchelson        Thomson,  J.W.. 
ConoUy  Montgomery      Trimble 

Dodson  Newman  TumbuU 

Fergus  Ormond  White,  W. 

Fulton  Peacock  Wilson. 

Garrick  Beese  Tellers, 

Grigg  Richardson,  G.  Moss 

Hatch  BoUeston  Wakefield. 

Hirst,  H. 

For,         Paibs.        Against 
Coster  Atkinson 

Frasei  McMillan 

Morris.  Moat. 

Majority  against,  11. 
Motion  for  second  reading  of  the  Billnega* 
tived. 
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EAST  AND  WEST  COAST  (MIDDLE 

ISLAND)  AND  NELSON  RAILWAY  AND 

RAILWAYS  CONSTRUCTION  BILL. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Legislative 
Gomioil  stating  that  this  Bill  had  been  passed 
^th  amendments,  in  which  the  Council  invited 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  move,  That  the  amend- 
ments be  agreed  to.  I  wish  to  say  that,  whilst 
the  Government  adopt  this  course,  it  must  not 
1)6  understood  that  they  are  sanguine  that  the 
Bill  will  have  any  efEect.  The  Bill  has  been 
altered  by  this  House  and  by  the  other  House 
to  an  extent  that  may  mark  the  turniilg-point 
between  success  and  failure.  We  shall,  now- 
ever,  hope  to  find  responsible  companies  to 
<oarry  out  the  railways  designated  in  the  Bill ; 
but  undoubtedly  the  amendments  may  make 
this  more  difficult,  and  the  Government  do  not 
feel  any  great  certainty  on  the  subject.  If  it 
were  not  for  the  alterations  made,  there  would 
have  been  much  more  certainty.  I  would  also 
say  this,  as  member  for  Christchurch  North : 
that  I  believe  the  main  work  referred  to 
in  this  Bill  is  of  such  importance  to  the 
people  of  Canterbury  and  of  the  West  Coast, 
and  they  are  so  determined  that  the  work 
shall  be  carried  out,  that,  if  it  is  proved  tha# 
the  measure  as  it  stands  is  not  sufficient  to 
enable  the  work  to  be  carried  out,  they  will 
not  be  content  until  an  Act  is  passed  in  such  a 
shape  as  will  secure  the  construction  of  the 
work.  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  people  in 
those  parts  of  the  country  have  watched  the 
debates  in  the  House  carefully,  and  are  rejoiced 
to  know  that  the  measure  has  passed.  I  am  in 
hope  that  it  may  be  effectual,  but,  if  it  is  not, 
the  Gbvemment  will  not  accept  the  respon- 
sibility. The  Government  feel  compelled  to 
accept  the  amendments,  and  will  make  every 
effort  to  give  effect  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— What  are  the  amend- 
ments made  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Clause  6  has  been  struck 
•out.  It  was  emasculated  in  this  House,  and 
now  it  is  struck  out  altogether. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.— Is  not  the  route  fixed 
on  by  the  House  taJcen  out  of  the  Bill  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Yes  ;  the  route  is  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Governor  in  Council. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  should  like  to  point 
out  that  all  the  amendments  of  any  importance 
made  in  the  Bill  in  this  House  were  made  at 
the  instance  of  the  Government.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  amendment  of  any  importance 
was  forced  on  the  Government  in  this  House. 
The  Premier  brought  down  several  amend- 
ments, which  were  at  once  adopted.  The 
most  important  amendment  made  in  the  other 
House  is  that  they  have  removed  an  amend- 
ment which  was  made  in  this  House  as  to  the 
route,  and  have  restored  exactly  the  original 
words  of  the  clause  as  it  was  brought  down  by 
the  Government. 

Mr.  STOUT.— That  is  not  an  important 
amendment. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  think  it  is  a  very  im- 
j>ortant  amendment.  The  introduction  of  the 
words  fixing  the  route  by  Arthur's  Pass  was 


one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
making  the  Bill  successful;  and  it  is  mnch 
better  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  GoTem- 
ment  to  arrange  with  the  company  as  to  what 
route  shall  be  taken.  It  should  not  go  forth 
that  any  action  taken  by  this  House  or  by  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  in  any  way 
interfered  with  the  effectiveness  of  the  mear 
sure.  The  Bill,  as  it  now  stands,  is  just  as  the 
Government  introduced  it,  the  only  alteratian 
being  that  the  Council  struck  out  clause  5,  in 
which  the  Government  had  accepted  an  amend- 
ment which,  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  now 
says,  emasculated  the  clause.  The  amend- 
ment was  carried  in  this  House  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  the  Government  could  have  divided 
on  it  if  they  objected  to  it ;  so  that,  if  it  is  in- 
tended that  the  impression  should  go  forth  that 
this  House  has  rendered  the  Bill  ineffective, 
that  impression  should  not  exist.  And  cer- 
tainly the  amendments  made  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  are  in  the  direction  of  improving 
the  prospects  of  the  Bill  being  effective.  I 
gladly  accept  the  present  motion,  for  I  think  it 
was  a  great  mistake  to  tie  the  Government  and 
the  company  down  to  a  particular  rout-e,  and 
that,  one  which  was  against  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  engineer  employed  by  the  company. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  honourable  gentleman  is, 
perhaps  unconsciously,  misrepresenting  what 
took  place  here  and  in  the  other  branch  of 
the  Legislature  ;  and  the  reason  is  that  he,  as 
well  as  other  of  the  real  opponents  of  the  Bill, 
has  qualms  of  conscience  with  regard  to  his 
actions  in  the  past.  I  say  distinctly  that,  if 
those  who  had  pledged  themselves  to  support 
the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway  had  ^one 
their  duty,  we  should  have  had  a  very  different 
Bill  from  what  we  have  now  got.  All  that  the 
Treasurer  has  said  is  that,  if  there  is  a  failure, 
the  blame  for  it  will  lie,  not  at  our  door,  but  at 
the  door  of  those  who,  though  returned  here 
to  support  this  Bill,  have  done  their  best,  in 
the  lobbies  and  in  the  House  and  everywhere 
else,  to  prevent  it  passing. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  haVe  not  been  one  of 
those  who  have  opposed  the  Bill  in  the  way 
the  Premier  says,  or  who  have  tried  to  render 
it  unworkable;  but  I  think  this  ought  to  be 
mentioned :  The  Grovemment  consented  to  have 
the  minimum  price  of  the  land  to  be  given 
to  the  company  fixed  at  10s.  an  acre.  They 
also  consented  to  a  considerable  modification  of 
the  5th  clause  as  it  was  originally  introduced, 
and  I  think  the  House  practically  compelled 
them  to  do  so.  I,  for  one,  as  the  Bill  now 
stands,  shall  be  glad  to  see  a  railway  made 
under  it,  provided  that  the  land  to  be  given  to 
the  company  will  not  prove  to  be  spread  over 
a  large  area  that  will  not  be  benefited  by  the 
railway. 

Mr.  FERGUS.— I  was  rather  pleased  than 
otherwise  to  hear  the  Treasurer  say  that  he 
did  not  think  there  was  much  prospect  of  a 
company  taking  up  this  work  under  Ihe  Bill  as 
it  now  stands.  If  I  had  any  fear  that  a  com- 
pany would  take  it  up,  I  should  oppose  the 
amendments  of  the  L^islative  Council.  It  is 
a  well-known  fact  that  I  am  utterly  opposed 
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o  znaking  railways  on  a  land-grant  system, 
and  would  tar  rather  take  the  difi&colty  at 
ODfie.  If  this  work  is  one  of  colonial  import- 
ance, as  stated  by  the  Treasurer,  then  let  it  be 
undertaken  by  the  colony.  But,  believing,  as  I 
do,  with  the  Treasurer,  that  no  company  will 
take  it  up  on  the  terms  now  offered,  I  will  not 
oppoee  the  Bill  at  the  present  stage.  I  think, 
however,  that,  before  the  colony  enters  into  an 
agreement  with  a  company,  it  ahould  distinctly 
define  the  route,  and  say  from  what  point  to 
what  other  the  railway  shall  go,  and  then  we 
shall  know  approximately  what  quantity  of 
land  we  shall  have  to  give.  Again  I  beg  to 
express  my  pleasure  at  the  statement  of  the 
Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
to  whom  I  have  afforded  so  much  pleasure  has 
manufactured  half  of  it  himself.      I  under- 
stand him  to  say  that  his  pleasure  is  derived 
from  my  saying  that  there  was  no  chance  of  a 
company  undertaking  the  work  under  the  Bill 
as  it  now  stands.    The  honourable  gentleman 
misunderstood  me.     I  said  that  I  was  not 
sanguine,  and  that  I  thought  the  alterations 
i^bde  in  the  measure  were  of  such  a  nature 
as  would  very  likely  prevent  us  succeeding; 
still,  that   we   should  do  our  best  to  insure 
success,  but  that  the  Government  would  not 
be  responsible  if  the  measure  were  not  effec- 
tive.    I  said  nothing  to  justify  the  honour- 
able member  in  saying  that  I  had  stated  "there 
ISEB  no  chance  of  a  co^|i>any  carrying  the 
work  out.    As  to  the  remarks  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn,  I  do  not  believe  in 
death-bed  repentances.     It  is  no  use  talking 
at  this  stage  of  the  Bill,  and  ignoring  the 
fact  that  it  was  the  opposition  of  the  honour- 
'  able  gentleman,  and  of  the  honourable  member 
for  (^raldine,  which  seriously  prejudiced  the 
measure;  and  not  only  their  opposition,  but 
insinuations,  which  I  shall  call  vile,  if  it  be  a 
paiiiamentary  term,  against  persons  who  came 
forward  to  support  the  Bill  honestly  in  the  in- 
terest of  tiieir  constituents  and  the  part  of  the 
ooontzy  they  represented,  saying  that  they  had 
private  reasons  for  supporting  k.    I  say  that 
the  opposition  which  ^ose  honourable  gentle- 
men have  offered  to  the  Bill  has  been  the  cause 
of  great  grief  and  distress  to  a  large  portion  of 
the  country,  which  was  entitled  to  some  little 
return  for  the  confidence  it  had  ^otvn  in  send- 
ing those  honourable  gentlemen  here.     The 
action  of  those  honourable  members  has  been 
such  as  to  render  the  task  of  the  Government 
very  difficult,  and  to  compel  us  to  accept  the 
Bill  with  amendments  in  it  which  we  do  not 
think  desirable.    I  hope  those  amendments  will 
not  affect  the  operation  of  the  Bill,  but,  if  they 
do,  it  will  not  be  our  fault. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  will  not  allow  the 
hmourable  gentleman  to  say  that  I  made  vile 
insinuations  against  members  of  the  House 
who  supported  this  Bill.  I  do  not  know  to 
what  he  alludes,  but  there  was  not  a  syllable 
in  my  speech  which  conveyed  or  implied  any 
fort  of  reflection  on  any  niember  of  the  House. 
I  took  what  I  believed  to  be  a  right  course  in 
opposing  the  Bill  when  it  first  oame  dowx>»  and 


shall  not  go  back  on  that  course  now.  I  will 
not  allow  statements  of  that  sort,  which  go  on 
record  against  me,  to  be  uttered  without  rising 
and  in  the  most  determined  way  denying  their 
truth. 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

LAND  BILL. 

IN  COMICITTEE. 

Mr.  MAC  ANDREW  proposed  a  new  clause 
providing  that  10,000  acres  may  be  set  aside 
between  Catlin's  Kiver  and  Mataura  for  a 
special  settlement  for  Highland  crofters. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  questi09» 
^*  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 


Ayes,  44. 

Ballance 

Harper 
Hobbs 

Richardson,  E. 

Barron 

Richardson,  G. 

Beetham 

Tja.nce 

Samuel 

Bevan 

Locke 

Shrimski 

B.-Bradshaw 

Macandrew 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  M 

Stout 

Buckland,W.P.McKenzie,  J. 

Sutter 

Cadman 

McMillan 

Thompson,  T. 

Cowan 

Montgomery 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Dargaville 

Moss 

Tole 

Dodson 

O'Gonor 

Tumbull 

Duncan 

Ormond 

Walker. 

Pulton 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

Gillies 

Pyko 

Brown 

Grigg 

Beese 

Noes,  16. 

Steward,  W.  J* 

AUwright 

Joyce 

Ross 

Bryce 

Lake 

Trimble. 

Buchanan 

Levestam 

ConoUy 

Menteath 

TelUrs. 

Guinness 

Newman 

Seddon 

Hatch 

Bolleston 

White,  W. 

Paibs. 
Far,  Against 

Fitzherbert  Buchanan 

Shephard.  Whyte,  J.  B. 

Majority  for,  28. 
Clause  inserted. 

Mr.  BARRON  proposed  a  new  clause  pro- 
viding that  **  dummy  ism"  should  be  punished 
by  imprisonment. 

The    Committee    divided  on    the   question,. 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 
Ates,  24. 


Beetham 

Levestam 

Thompson,  T. 

B.-Bradshaw 

McKenzie,  J. 

Thomson,  J.  W« 

Brown 

Montgomery 

Tole 

Bruoe 

O'Conor 

White,  W. 

ConoUy 

Richardson,  E 

WUson. 

Dodson 

Rolleston 

Tellers, 

Duncan 

Steward,  W.  J 

Barron 

Grigg 

Stout 

Shrimski. 

Joyce 

Nobs,  28. 

Ballance 

Hatch 

Menteath 

Bevan 

Hobbs 

Moss 

Co  wail 

lAke 

Newman 

Fulton 

Lance 

O'Callaghan 

Guinness      * 

Locke 

Peacock 

Hai;per 

Mackenzie,  M 

Pearson 
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Pyke  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Reese  Sutter  Tellers. 

Richardson,  G.  Trimble  Samuel 

Bussell  Walker.  Seddon. 

Majority  against,  4. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  BROWN  proposed  a  new  clause,  provid- 
ing for  the  repeal  of  section  64,  with  regard  to 
the  sale  by  auction  of  sections  for  which  there 
are  more  applications  than  one,  and  providing 
for  their  disposal  by  ballot. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
«<  That  the  clause  be  teeA  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  17. 

Ballance  Joyce  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Barron  McKenzie,  J.  Tole 

B.-Bradshaw  Montgomery  Wilson. 

Bruce  Moss  Tellers. 

Duncan  .  Richardson,  E.  Brown 

Guinness  Stout  Seddon. 


Bevan 

3uchanaji 

Conolly 

Dodson 

Grigg 

Harper 

Hatch 

^obbs 

Hursthouse 

Lake 


Noes,  28. 
McMillan 
Newman 
O'Oonor 
Peacock 
Pearson 
Pyke 
Reese 

Richardson,  G. 
RoUeston 
Russell 


Samuel 
Sutter 

Thompson,  T. 
Trimble 
Walker 
White,  W. 

tellers. 
Fulton 
Lance. 


Majority  against,  11. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  O 'CONOR  proposed  the  addition  of  a 
new  clause  providing  for  the  homestead  system 
being  brougnt  into  force  within  the  Land  Dis- 
trict of  Nelson. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  14. 

Barron 

McKenzie,  J. 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Oninness 

Pearson 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Joyce. 

Reese 

Tellers. 

Levestam 

Richardson,  G.  Hursthouse 

Mackenzie, 

M.  Seddon 

Noes,  22. 

O'Condr. 

Ballance 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  T. 

Brown 

Newman 

Tole 

Gonolly 

Peacock 

Trimble 

Duncan 

Pyke 

White,  W. 

Fulton 

Richardson,  E 

, 

Jbatch 

RoUeston 

Tellers. 

Lake 

Samuel 

Shrimski 

Lance 

Stout 

WaUfer. 

Majority  against 

8. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  Mckenzie  moved. 

That  progress  be 

reported. 
The  Com 

mitteo  divided. 

Ayes,  10. 

Barron 

McMillan 

Tellers. 

Duncan 

RoUeston 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tiance 

Seddon 

Peatrson. 

Mackenzie, 

M.  White,  W. 

Noes,  25. 
Newman 
0*CaUaghan 
Peacock 
Pyke 


Thompson,  T. 
Thomson,  J.  W. 
Tole 
Trimble 
WaUcer. 
Richardson,  E.         m^/ju-- 

&  Steward.W.J. 


Allwright 

BaUance 

B.-Bradshaw 

Bruce 

ConoUy 

Pulton 

Joyce 

Lake 

Montgomery 

Majority  against,  15. 

Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  moved  a  new  clause. 

The   Committee    divided    on    the   questtOBt 
"  That  the  clause  be  read  a  second  time." 

Ayes,  11. 
Barron  Peacock  White,  W. 

Bruce  Pearson  Tellers. 

Duncan  RoUeston  McKenzie,  J. 

McMiUan  Thomson,  J.  W.  Seddon. 

Noes,  24. 
Allwright  Newman 

BaUance  O'CaUaghan 

B.-Bradshaw     Pyke 
Conolly  Reese 

Fulton  Richardson,  E.  Walker. 

Joyce  Samuel  Tellers. 

Lance  Shrimski  Lake 

Mackenzie,  M.  Steward,  W.  J.  Richardson,  G. 
Montgomery 

Majority  against,  18. 

Motion  n^atived. 

Bill  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
two  o'clock  a.m. 


Stout 

Thompson,  T. 
Tole 
Trimble 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday,  29th  October,  1884. 


Second  Beading— Third  Beading— School  Commit^ 
tees  Election  Bill  — Municipal  Corporations  Bfll 
— Bankruptcy  Bill— Police'OffencesBill— Govern- 
ment Insurance  Association  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pratebs. 

SECOND  READING. 
False  Notice  of  Birth,  Marria^o,  and  Death 

Bm. 

THIRD  READING. 
West  Harbour  Borough  Empowering  BUI. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEES  ELECTION 
BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  said  that,  in 
view  of  the  important  measures  on  the  Order 
Paper  awaiting  discussion,  he  would  make  veiy 
few  remarks  on  this  Bill.  It  would  be  remem- 
bered by  honourable  members  ^at  measures 
very  similar  to  this  had  been  before  Parliament 
preyiously,  and  that  in  the  session  of  1883  a 
BUI  was  before  the  Coimcil  containing  simi- 
lar provisions  to  those  included  in  the  present 
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Bill,  and  a  great  deal  more,  and  it  was  to 
this  "  great  deal  more  "  that  he  attributed  the 
rejection  of  that  Bill  by  the  Council.    It  was, 
if  he  recollected   aright,  rejected  by  a  very 
narrow  majority — ^in  fact,  by  the  casting  vote 
of  the  Sp^ker.     He  thought  it  natural  that 
the  Council   should  be    averse  from  altering 
an  Act  which  had  given  such  satisfaction  to 
tiie   colony  as   the   Education   Act   of    1877. 
That  measure  had  been  prepared  with  a  great 
deal  of  care,  but  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  it  would  stand  for  all  time.    It  was  only 
natural  that,  after  a  time  had  elapsed,  some 
little  flaws  should  be  discovered  which  required 
amendment.      Indeed,  generally,  Bills  had  to 
be  amended  the  next  session  after  they  were 
passed.    The  session  after  that  they  generally 
came  up  again.    Then,  by-and-by,  they  were 
brought  forward  consolidated,  and,  after  con- 
solidation, were  again  amended.      The  Act  of 
1877  had  stood  now  untouched  for  seven  years, 
and  that  fact  was  a  very  creditable  one  in 
itself.      In    proposing   the    amendments  that 
were  now  required,  he  disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion of  disturbing  the  educational  system  of 
the  colony.     The  Act  of  1877  might  be  said 
to  have  been  a  conglomerate  measure.    It  was 
made  up  of    fragments  of  former  provincial 
legislation.    It  was  to  be  presumed  that  the 
modes  of  electing  local  Committees  prescribed 
were  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  different  fllstriots ;  but,  unf or- 
timately,  none  of  these  was  adopted  for  the 
whole  colony.    The  mode  adopted,  which  it  was 
now  proposed  to  abolish,  had  been  very  un- 
fortunate, and  had  given  a  very  great  deal  of 
dissatisfaction  throughout  the  colony.    He  re- 
ferred to  the  system  of  cumulative  voting  in  the 
election  of  School  Committees.     School  Com- 
mittees consisted,  it  would  be  remembered,  of 
seven  members.    Every  voter  had  seven  votes, 
and  he  might  divide  these  as  he  liked  among 
the  candidates.    In  practice  this  had  proved 
very  unsatisfactory,  of  which  they  had  had,  in 
this  and  previous  sessions,  abundant  evideneo. 
Instead  of  leading  to  what  every  electoral  sys- 
tem aimed  at — the  return  of  those  in  whom 
the  electors  had  the  greatest  confidence — this 
system  often  led  to  the  most  grotesque  results. 
The  electoral  bodies  were  very  small,  the  num- 
ber that  voted  was  small,  and  the  result  of  the 
mtem  was  often  antagonistic  to  the  wishes  of 
uiose  immediately  concerned.   .  There  was  a 
theoretical  defence  of  this  mode  of  election :  it 
was  supposed  to  afford  what  was  termed  "  re- 
presentation of  minorities. ' '    However  deshrable 
this  representation  of  rqinorities  might  be  in 
legislative  bodies,  it  appecared  to  him  to  have 
no  significance  or  application  to  administrative 
bodies,  and,  especially  where  the  administrative 
bodies  were  very  small,  it  seemed  to  be  needless 
and  mischievous.      If,  indeed,  any  discretion 
were  allowed  to  School  Committees,  there  might 
be  some  semblance  of  reason  for  having  this 
cumulative  vote;  but  there  was  none.     Their 
duties  were — he  would  not  say  very  narrow, 
but— very  strictly  defined.      The  edueational 
system  was  a  purely  seeular  one,  and  if  the 
Committees  attempted  to  deviate   from   the 


strict  liae  they  would  be  set  right  by  the  Edu- 
cation Board  of  the  district.    That  this  system 
of  election  was  obnoxious  to  the  householders — 
the  electoral  body — ^had  been  shown  in  mord 
ways  than  one.    A  gentleman  who  had  taken 
much  interest  in  this  subject   had,  in  1882 
or  1883,  endeavoured  to  collect  from  the  School 
Committees  of  the  colony  their  opinions  upon 
a  variety  of  subjects  in  connection  with  educa- 
tion, and,  amongst  other  things,  their  opinion 
was  sought  as  to  whether  the  system  of  cumu- 
lative voting  had  been  a  failure  or  not.  No  l^ss 
than  352  Committees  replied  to  these  interro- 
gations, and,  of  these,   288  declared  against 
this  mode  of  voting,  and  64  in  its  favour.     He 
thought  that  greater  unanimity  than  that  could 
not  be  expected,  and  that  there  was  no  doubt 
that  the  system  this  Bill  sought  to  remove  was 
unacceptable.    A  very  large  number  of  petitions 
against  it  had  been  presented  to  the  Council  in 
1883.    This  year  some  sixty-nine  petitions  had 
been  presented,  but  the  Public  Petitions  Com- 
mittee had  recommended  that  the  Education 
Act  should  remain  intact.     He  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  usual  for  a  Petitions  Committee 
to  express  an  opinion  on  such  a  point.     If  it 
was,  he  could  not  coipplain  of  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed on  this  occasion;  but,  from  his  little 
experience  of  Parliament,  he  considered  the 
expression  of  such  an  opinion  unusual    and 
uncalled-for.     The  Conmiittee  professed  to  be 
unanimous  in  its  opinion.    With  some  trepida- 
tion, he  went  to  the  minute-book  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  he   there   found  that  only  four 
members  were  present;  so  that  the  report  re- 
presented the  opinions  only  of  four-ninths  of 
the  Committee.  The  mode  of  election  of  School 
Committees  might  appear  to  be  a  small  ques- 
tion, but,  when  it  was  remembered  that  there 
were  about  eight  hundred  School  Committees 
in  the  colony,  he  thought  it  ceased  to  be  a  small 
question,  and  it  would  be  seen  that  it  might 
cause  a  very  great  deal  of  trouble  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  colony.    There  were  also  some 
other  points  on  which  amendments  were  sought 
which  experience  had  shown  necessary.    One 
was  to  make  the  educational  year  and  the 
financial  year  of  the  colony  coterminous.     The 
convenience  would  be  obvious.     School  Com- 
mittees were  generally  rural,  and,  as  the  house- 
holders complained  of  being  called  from  their 
harvesting  in  the  very  busiest  season  of  the 
year,  in  January,  it  was  sought  by  this  Bill  to 
have  the  elections  in  April  instead.    Another 
amendment  provided  that  a  disputed  election 
should  be  decided  by  the  Besidont  Magistrate, 
instead  of  by  the  Education  Board.   It  also  pro- 
vided for  the  removal  of  Committeemen  who 
did  not  attend  to  their  duties.    Another  amend- 
ment would  extend  the  electoral  power  to  all 
residents,  whether  male  or  female,  instead  of 
confining  it  to  householders.    The  Council,  he 
believed,  would  be  conferring  a  very  great  boon 
on  a  very  large  number  of  householders  by 
passing  the  Bill.     If  the  Bill  became  law  a 
very  great  deal  more  attention  would  be  given 
to  the  election  of  Committees,  and  the  Com- 
mittees  elected   would  be  more    acceptable. 
The  amendments  were  of  a  very  rational  cha- 
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racter,  and  would  be  productive  of  great  ad- 
vantages. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  this  was 
not  the  first  time  that  the  Council  had  been 
asked  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  a  Bill  of 
this  kind,  and  on  every  occasion  the  Council 
had  refused  to  entertain  any  project  which 
would  interfere  with  the  Education  Act  as  it 
now  stood  on  the  Statute  Book.  The  peculiar 
circumstances  surrounding  the  question  of  edu- 
cation in  this  colony  made,  he  thought,  an  ad- 
herence to  that  rule  still  imperative  upon  the 
Council.  Not  having  heard  suflScient  of  what 
tiie  honourable  the  mover  of  this  resolution  had 
said  to  enable  him  to  answer  what  had  been 
urged  in  favour  of  it,  he  (Dr.  Pollen)  thought 
it  sufficient  to  look  into  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  and  he  could  sec  in  its  provisions  nothing 
of  sufficient  importance,  affecting  the  integrity 
of  the  general  measure,  to  induce  the  Council 
to  consider  the  amending  Bill  more  favourably 
on  this  occasion  than  on  iormer  occasions. 
There  was  no  question  of  public  poliey  more 
important,  which  concerned  the  vital  iHterests 
of  the  colony  more  nearly,  than  the  education 
of  the  people ;  and  he  felt  very  strongly  that, 
tmder  these  circumstances,  none  of  what  he 
might  call  tinkering  with  great  measures  on 
the  part  of  individuals  should  be  tolerated  with 
respect  to  a  measure  of  this  kind.  He  thought 
that,  whenever  it  was  politic  that  any  altera- 
tion should  be  made  in  the  Education  Act  as  it 
stood  on  the  Statute  Book,  the  responsibility  of 
making  that  alteration  should  devolve  on  the 
Government  of  the  eolony,  who  had  the  best 
means  of  knowing  where  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  were  defective,  and  who  would  be  able  to 
take  an  absolutely  disinterested  and  unpreju- 
diced view  of  the  amendments  that  were  re- 
quired to  be  made  in  that  measure.  Now,  the 
only  point  in  this  Bill  which  was  really  of 
-vital  importance  was  the  •ne  of  all  points  with 
which  he  thought  the  Council  and  the  Assem- 
bly generally  should  not  at  present  deal — that 
vras,  as  to  the  election  of  School  Committees, 
and  the  provision  that  was  very  properly  mvAe 
in  the  Act  for  the  representation  of  minorities 
on  those  Committees.  There  was  no  other 
point  in  the  Bill  of  sufficient  importance, 
m  his  opinion,  to  induce  the  Council  now  to 
depart  from  the  rule  which  it  had  set  down 
for  itself  on  former  occasions,  or  to  proceed 
further  with  the  Bill ;  and,  in  order  that  the 
Council  might  have  an  opportunity  of  express- 
ing its  opinion,  as  he  hoped  it  would  do,  in  that 
direction,  he  would  move,  as  an  amendment. 
That  the  Bill  be  road  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  did  not  think 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  had  given  any  reason 
why  this  Bill  should  not  receive  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Council.  He  (Mr.  Reynolcls)  quite 
agreed  that  this  was  not  the  first  time  the  pro- 
posal had  come  before  the  Council  and  been 
rejected  ;  he  thought  it  was  three  or  four  times 
that  this  proposal  had  been  made  and  rejected 
in  that  branch  of  the  Legislature.  But  they 
must  also  take  into  consideration  the  feeling  of 
the  people  throughout  the  colony,  and  be  was 
^pn,  Mr.  Bamicoat 


prepared  to  show  that  there  was  a  very  strong 
feeling  on  the  question  from  north  to  south.  He 
had  himself  been  making  inquiries,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  introduced  the  Bill 
in  another  place  had  gone  to  very  great  trouble 
in  order  to  get  information  from  the  variona 
Committees,  and  almost  all  the  Committees 
had  declared  in  favour  of  the  alteration. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— How  many? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  could  not  say 
what  number,  but  he  understood  that  almost 
all  who  had  replied  had  expressed  themselves 
in  favour  of  this  change.  Now,  when  this  Bill 
had  passed  another  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  had  been  so  often  supported  there  by  lazgo 
majorities,  as  it  had  been  this  session 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— What  majority? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— A  very  fair 
majority. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.—One. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  had  thought  it 
was  four,  which  would  be  a  very  fair  majority 
in  a  case  like  this.  But,  even  if  it  was  only 
one,  he  said  that,  the  Bill  having  been  before 
the  Council  on  three  previous  occasions,  it  waft 
necessary  to  take  the  matter  fairly  into  con- 
sideration. He  did  not  say  that  the  Council 
was  compelled  to  pass  the  Bill,  but  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  fairly  considered,  and  that  hia 
honourable  friend  should  not  have  proposed  its 
rejection — a  proposition  which  he  hoped  tho 
Council  would  not  agree  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  was  very 
glad  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Reynolds  was  of 
opinion  that  this  Bill  was  not  to  be  thrust  down 
their  throats  ;  and  ho  trusted  that,  on  this  oc- 
casion, the  Government  would  return  to  its 
normal  condition  and  vote  on  both  sides.  As 
the  honourable  the  mover  had  said,  the  Bill 
mainly  consisted  of  the  clause  to  repeal  the 
representation-of-minorities  clause  in  the  Acti 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  the 
operation  of  that  clause  had  been  very  un- 
satisfactory, and  often  grotesque.  It  might 
have  been  unsatisfactory  to  some  Conunittees, 
but  the  grotesque  result  had  been  precisely 
what  the  clause  was  intended  to  effect  —  the 
representation  of  a  minority  on  the  Committee. 
It  might,  of  course,  be  a  question  whether  or 
not  it  was  desirable  to  have  a  minority  on  a 
Committee.  His  honourable  friend  said  these 
Committees  were  administrative  bodies,  and 
strictly  hedged  in.  But  they  had  oken  occa- 
sion to  see  that  administrative  bodies  might 
cany  on  their  work  in  a  satisfactory  and 
peaceful  manner  without  absolute  agreement 
of  opinions  among  themselves.  A  number  of 
men  might  come  together  from  opposite  politi- 
cal poles,  and  yet  sit  in  the  same  Cabinet,  and 
manage  to  oarry  through  session  after  session 
with  great  comfort.  Therefore  it  did  not  at 
all  follow  that  the  administrative  powers  of 
the  Conmiittee  were  impaired  by  one  member 
being  what  might  be  considered  unsatisfactory 
by  the  rest.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  able 
to  say,  from  his  own  narrow  observation,  that 
the  result  was  sometimes  very  good,  and  that 
persons  who,  in  the  flood  of  a  majority,  would 
be  passed  over,  were  put  on  the  Committees  by 
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the  operation  of  this  vote.  He  had  heard  of 
a  case  inhere  a  number  of  gentlemen,  desir- 
ing to  test  the  operation  of  this  minority  vote, 
selected  a  person  thoroughly  fit,  and  who 
proved  a  first-class  Committeeman,  but  who 
TTOuld  not  have  put  himself  forward,  and 
would  not  otherwise  have  been  on  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  they  had  put  him  in  by  this  vote. 
This,  he  thought,  disposed  of  the  argument  from 
the  grotesque  case  spoken  of  by  his  honourable 
fdend.  That  the  results  of  elections  were  an- 
tagonistic to  the  wishes  of  the  persons  inter- 
ested he  ventured  to  dispute,  unless  they  ad- 
mitted that  the  majority  was  the  whole.  He 
knew  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Beyuolds 
considered  that,  when  there  was  ^  majority  of 
one,  that  majority  ought  to  sweep  everything 
before  it;  but  he  (Mr.  Bichmond)  believed 
that  minorities  were  often  very  respectable, 
and  that  the  wisdom  of  the  world  was  shut  up 
in  the  heads  of  very  few  people.  He  did  not 
at  all  agree  with  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  as  to  the 
nndesirability  of  touching  the  Act  at  all;  he 
believed  there  was  a  very  important  amend- 
ment requiring  to  be  made,  and  it  was  in 
view  of  that  great  amendment  that  he  called 
upon  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  sympa- 
thized with  the  9,900  petitioners  who  had  been 
reported  on  to-day  as  desiring  an  amendment 
of  the  Act,  to  defeat  the  passing  of  this 
measure.  He  believed  that  all  who  sympa- 
thized with  them  were  boxmd  to  retain  tnis 
minority  vote.  The  present  condition  of  the 
colony  seemed  to  him  to  make  this  a  very 
apt  time  for  saying  a  word  on  behalf  of  that 
body  in  the  State — ^a  very  large  and  rapidly- 
increasing  body — ^who  were  represented  by  these 
petitioners.  He  thought  he  was  not  out  of 
order  in  referring  to  it  now,  because  he  looked 
upon  this  clause  as  a  safeguard  for  those  per- 
sons whenever  the  time  might  arrive  that  they 
might  desire  to  take  part  in  the  elections  of 
these  Committees.  There  were  other  things  in 
the  Act  which  he  desired  to  see  amended,  and 
he  should  probably  desire  to  see  them  amended 
in  the  sense  in  which  these  petitioners  desired 
the  Act  to  be  amended.  He  desired  that  mat- 
ters outside  the  mere  question  of  bread-and- 
butter,  and  purely  secular  matters,  should  be 
left  as  open  as  possible  to  the  public  at  large 
— that  those  who  held  views  something  more 
than  merely  negative  should  be  allowed  an 
opportunity  of  teaching  their  children  the 
meaning  of  those  views.  The  Coimcil  should 
not  suppose  for  a  moment  that,  under  our  so- 
oalled  secular  system,  they  were  not  really 
establishing  views.  They  were  establishing,  at 
the  present  moment,  negative  views :  they  were 
establishing  what  was  called  "froethought" 
—  as  if  any  real  thought  could  be  otherwise 
than  free.  The  time  must  arrive  very  soon — 
and,  thank  Heaven,  one  of  the  sweet  uses  of 
adversity  would  be  to  hasten  that  time — when 
a  great  change  must  take  place  in  liberalizing 
the  education  system  of  the  country  in  that 
direction.  He  must  say  that,  when  he  heard 
the  proposal  on  the  part  of  the  Qovemment  of 
the  colony  to  cut  off  the  firewood  and  various 
little  refinements  in  the  schools,  he  had  said, 
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''  Now  is  the  time  when  a  more  liberal  system 
is  to  be  instituted."  He  called  on  all  who 
sym]9athized  with  the  views  of  these  9,900 
petitioners  to  join  in  opposing  the  destruction 
of  this  minority  clause.  He  would  rather  have 
let  the  Bill  pass  its  second  reading ;  but,  in 
any  case,  he  would  have  resisted  to  the  utmost 
the  rescinding  of  that  clause,  even  if  the  second 
reading  were  carried. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  looked  upon  this  Bill 
as  an  insidious  attempt  to  get  rid  of  a  measure 
of  fair-play  dealt  out  by  Parliament  to  a  cer- 
tain class  in  the  community.  It  was  generally 
acknowledged  that  the  time  of  the  year  at 
which  the  School  Committee  elections  were 
held  —  the  first  week  in  Jajiuary  —  was  not  a 
convenient  time;  and  that  fact,  and  one  or  two 
other  small  objections  to  the  law  as  it  now 
stood,  had  been  seized  hold  of  several  times  by 
those  who  wished  to  do  away  with  our  present 
system,  and  under  cover  of  tibis  they  sought  to 
introduce  clause  7  of  this  Bill,  which  really  did 
away  with  the  cumulative  vote.  Now,  it  was 
remarkable  that,  while  in  England  this  vote 
for  school  elections  had  met  with  a  high  de- 
gree of  approval  and  success,  these  attempts  to 
abolish  it  should  be  made  yeao:  by  year  in  New 
Zealand.  In  some  things  they  had  a  right  to  be 
proud  that  they  were  abreast  of  the  times,  but 
if  they  passed  this  7th  clause  they  would  dis- 
grace themselves,  because  they  would  do  away 
with  that  protection  which  the  law  now  allowed 
to  sections  of  the  community  in  allowing  them 
representation  on  School  Committees  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  numerical  strength.  No 
iDJury  could  be  inflicted  on  any  section  of  the 
community  as  the  law  now  stood.  No  section, 
whether  Free-thought,  Jew,  Dissenter,  or  any 
other,  could  have  greater  representation  on  the 
School  Committees  than  its  numbers  entitled 
it  to.  Why  they  should  year  by  year  be  cadled 
upon  to  do  away  with  this  measure  of  fair- 
ness he  could  not  for  his  life  understand.  It 
seemed  to  him  to  arise  out  of  the  narrowest 
sectarian  feeling.  As  to  the  appeal  made  to  the 
Committees  which  hcbd  been  mentioned  by  tho 
Hon.  }fr.  Beynolds,  that  appeal  had  not  been 
successfully  responded  to,  from  the  honourable 
gentleman's  point  of  view ;  for,  considering  the 
number  of  School  Committees  in  the  country, 
a  very  small  minority  had  responded  in  the 
sense  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to. 
He  jyas  quite  sure,  from  what  he  had  observed 
of  the  course  of  thought  at  Home,  that,  when, 
the  Redistribution  Bill  that  had  been  promised 
by  the  Qovemment  was  introduced  there,  they 
would  see  the  principle  of  proportional  repre- 
sentation of  sections  eagerly  contended  for; 
and  he  thought  there  was  a  probability  that„ 
'to  a  considerable  extent,  it  would  be  adopted. 
He  thought  some  detriment  had  been  caused 
to  the  principle  in  the  colony  by  calling  it  "  the- 
principle  of  representation  of  minorities."  Thati 
was  not  its  true  name.  The  true  name  waa 
'*  proportional  representation  ;"  fimd,  if  it  were 
simply  considered  in  the  light  of  giving  the 
power  to  every  section  to  be  represented  just  ja 
proportion  to  its  numerical  strength,  he  thought 
that  much  of  the  objection  they  had   heard 
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against  it  "would  disappeckr.  He  hoped  that, 
as  on  several  previous  occasionsi  the  Council 
would  not  allow  this  bone  of  contention  to  be 
again  thrown  down  in  their  midst.  The  presence 
of  one  Catholic  or  one  Jew  on  a  School  Com- 
mitwee  could  not  be  detrimental  to  the  business 
intrusted  to  the  Committee.  On  the  contrary, 
it  might  be  regarded,  he  thought,  as  a  safety- 
valve  and  an  outlet  for  what  would  be  other- 
wise the  cause  of  deep  discontent. 

The  Hon.  Captain  BAILLIE  desired  to  say 
a  few  words  in  explanation  of  the  vote  he 
-should  give  on  this  Bill.  He  could  not  sup- 
port the  amendment,  because  the  Bill  con- 
tained some  valuable  suggestions  as  to  the 
election  of  Committees.  Of  course  there  was 
a  little  sting  in  it  which  every  one  saw  at  once. 
When  a  similar  Bill  was  introduced  three 
years  ago  by  the  Hon.  ^Ir.  Monzies,  the  clause 
containing  the  repeal  of  the  cumulative  vote 
was  made  so  far  permissive  that  the  Education 
Boards  wore  allowed  to  make  it  operative  or 
not  as  they  might  choose.  In  a  subsequent 
session,  when  the  Bill  was  again  brought  for- 
ward, there  was  a  long  clause  of  about  thirty 
lines  providing  as  to  how  the  elections  of  the 
Committees  wore  to  be  conducted — ^by  ballot, 
^.;  and  then  there  was  a  little  bit  at  the 
bottom,  which  read,  "  Provided  always  that  no 
•elector  may  exercise  a  larger  number  of  votes 
-than  there  are  persons  to  be  elected,  nor  record 
more  than  one  vote  for  any  one  candidate." 
That,  being  put  in  so  quietly  at  the  end 
of  the  clause,  might  have  escaped  the  notice 
of  all  except  those  who  put  on  magnifying- 
glasses,  and  so  were  able  to  see  little  things. 
On  this  occasion  this  matter  had  been  intro- 
duced in  a  clause  by  itself ;  so  it  got  more  im- 
portant each  year.  At  the  same  time,  he  con- 
sidered the  proposal  one  of  the  most  illiberad 
proposals  that  had  ever  been  introduced  into 
that  Council.  It  was  taking  away  the  rights 
of  the  subject  on  a  most  vital  point.  They 
Jcnew  that  in  all  these  School  Committee  dis- 
tricts there  was  a  certain  amount  of  religious 
feeling  in  educational  matters,  and  now  it 
was  proposed  to  deprive  the  various  sects  of 
the  power  of  having  some  representation  on 
the  Committees.  They  had  been  told  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  Committees  approved  of 
this  change;  but,  when  they  looked  at  the 
course  of  the  Bill  in  another  place,  they  found 
that  it  had  been  carried  by  a  majority  of  only 
one,  which  showed  the  opinion  of  the  electors 
of  the  country  most  decidedly.  As  shown  by 
that  division,  it  could  not  be  said,  at  any  rate, 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  electors  were  in 
favour  of  this  change.  He  would  v«te  for  the 
Bill,  all  of  which  but  the  sting  he  approved, 
and  the  sting  he  hoped  to  see  taJ^en  out. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  would  support  the 
amendment.  As  to  the  Hor.  Mr.  Reynolds's 
statement  that  there  was  discontent  throughout 
New  Zealand,  he  would  Hke  to  know  where  it 
was.  It  certainly  did  not  exist  in  the  districts 
witli  which  ho  was  most  acquainted,  and  in 
which  ho  moved  about  a  great  deal :  he  ha«d 
not  heard  of  it  there.  He  did  not  defend  the 
.manner  in  which  the  elections  were  held  now., 
Hon.  Mr,  Oliver 


but  the  present  mode  was  far  better  than  that 
proposed  by  this  Bill.  What  was  wanted  to 
make  the  system  complete  was  to  arrange  that 
the  nominations  should  be  made  on  the  nj^^ 
of  the  annual  meeting,  and  that  the  poll  shonJd 
be  held  subsequently  in  the  day-time ;  but  the 
cumulative  vote  should  be  retained.  That  vote 
had  never  led  to  any  disadvantage  in  the  wodc- 
ing  of  the  Committees,  and  it  enabled  the  dif* 
ferent  sects  to  get  representatives  on  the  Gonu 
mittees  when  they  desired.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  wise  to  do  away  with  the  power  of  repreaen.- 
tation  of  minorities.  As  to  the  large  znajooly 
in  the  other  House  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bej» 
nolds  had  spoken  of,  that  was  a  large  znajoril^ 
of  one,  and  he  did  not  think  that  should  be  a 
guide  to  their  Chamber  in  the  matter.  When 
a  Bill  supported  by  a  large  majority  iu  another 
place  was  sent  up  to  them  throe  or  fonr  tiineB* 
with  an  election  intervening  between  those 
times,  then  he  thought  careful  oonsideration 
should  be  given  to  it.  But  this  was  not  such  a 
case->-there  had  been  a  majority  of  only  one  m 
favour  of  this  Bill  in  another  place.  H!e  should 
like  to  see  the  system  of  election  amended  iM. 
the  way  he  had  mentioned.  As  they  all  kneiw, 
the  present  system  had  many  disadvantagesi 
and  it  was  often  the  case  that  all  the  house-. 
holders  in  a  district  could  not  get  into  the  place 
where  the  election  was  held.  The  system  vrat 
certainly  open  to  improvement ;  but  tlie  cumii- 
lative  vote  should  bo  retained,  and  he  Edioold 
therefore  oppose  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  would  snppoit 
the  amendment.  Who  could  support  a  seo- 
tarian  Bill  like  this,  coming  from  Waimat^ 
where  there  was  such  a  large  number  of 
Catholics  ?  It  would  lead  to  great  heart-burn- 
ings and  many  other  disadvantages,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  most  unjust  and  unfair. 
He  thought  it  high  time  that  this  tinkering 
with  the  Act  should  cease.  Bills  of  this  kind. 
brought  in  at  the  fag-end  of  the  session,  should 
all  be  thrown  out— they  had  not  time  to  give 
them  sufficient  oonsideration.  He  thought  this 
Bill  should  never  pass  the  Council. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON  would  support 
the  amendment  mainly  for  the  reason  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  had  adduced :  that  this  was  a 
question  of  policy  which  should  only  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Government.  He  thought  private 
members  should  not  be  allowed  to  tinker  with 
a  question  of  such  magnitude  as  this,  and  for 
that  reason  he  supported  the  euoiendment.  The 
Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  stated  that  a  large  number 
of  the  Committees  had  expressed  themselves  in 
favour  of  the  change,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
had  stated  that  this  Bill  had  been  carried  by  a 
large  majority  in  another  place.  He  was  very 
much  inclined  to  think  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  not  informed  himself  correotly.  It 
was  shown  that  the  majority  in  another  place 
was  a  majority  of  only  one,  and  he  thought 
they  might  probably  judge  of  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  said  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  Committees  by  what  he  had  said 
as  to  the  large  majority  in  the  House.  He 
thought  on  inquiry  it  would  be  found  that  the 
two  statements  would  come  out  much  the  aaano. 
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The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  wished  to  say,  in  re- 
ference to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean, 
that  the  real  reason  ythy  the  ballot  had  not 
been  adopted  in  the  election  of  School  Com- 
mittees was  that  the  expense  would  be  great. 
He  himself  had  had  the  honour  of  introducing 
the  principle  of  cumulative  voting  into  the 
Education  Act  of  1877,  and,  when  that  mea- 
sure was  before  the  Council,  of  advocating 
that  the  election  should  be  by  ballot;  but  the 
Minister  representing  the  Gbvemment  in  the 
Oouncii  hod  said  the  expense  involved  would 
be  much  too  great.  That  was  the  reason  for 
the  deficiency  alluded  to  in  the  Act.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  date  of  holding 
the  elections,  the  Government  could  at  any 
time  bring  in  a  Bill  altering  the  time  of  elec- 
tion to  such  a  period  of  the  year  as  would  suit 
the  convenience  of  the  colonists  generally.  He 
<Ud  not  see  how  the  Hon.  Captain  BailUe  could 
•consistently  vote  for  the  Bill,  because  its  prin- 
ciple was  the  alteration  of  the  principle  on 
which  the  elections  were  now  conducted,  and 
in  passing  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill 
they  would  affirm  the  necessity  for  altering 
that  principle.  He  would  therefore  ask  his 
honourable  friend  to  take  his  (Dr.  Grace's) 
view  of  the  matter,  and  assist  to  at  once  kill 
this  insidious  attempt  to  still  further  render 
the  Education  Act  objectionable  to  a  large 
-class  of  the  community.  He  did  not  wish  to 
part  from  this  subject  without  making  a  some- 
what brief  reference  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bami- 
-ooat.  He  found  that  the  only  argument  ad- 
-duced  by  the  honourable  member  which  could 
be  supposed  to  be  worth  anything  was  the  argu- 
ment based  on  the  hypothesis  that  representa- 
tion of  minorities  in  administrative  bodies  was 
•of  no  importance,  however  important  it  might 
be  in  the  case  of  legislative  bodies.  He  was 
not  going  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Council  in 
discussing  the  general  principle  thus  sought 
to  be  laid  down,  though  it  was  certainly  fal- 
lacious. It  was  contended  that  a  laxge  ma- 
jority of  the  Committees  were  in  favour  of 
an  alteration  in  the  present  mode  of  election. 
He  would  ask  honourable  gentlemen  to  con- 
aider  for  a  moment  the  industry  that  had 
been  wasted  on  this  measure  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Waimate.  For  years  he  had 
been  exerting  his  powers,  supported  by  the 
printing  press  at  his  command,  to  influence 
public  opinion  on  this  subject ;  and  yet,  in  re- 
sponse to  his  application  to  the  various  School 
Committees  for  their  opinions,  he  received  re- 
plies from  about  850  Committees,  and,  of  these, 
64  were  in  favour  of  the  Bill  as  it  stands,  while 
280  were  in  favour  of  the  change  proposed.  In 
other  words,  not  one-third  of  the  Committees 
of  the  colony  declared  themselves*  in  favour  of 
an  alteration,  notwithstanding  the  unflagging 
efforts  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waimate. 
It  was  simply  preposterous  that  the  Council 
should  be  called  upon  year  after  year  to  con- 
sider a  measure  of  this  kind. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT,  in  reply,  said 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  had  asked  how  many  Com- 
mittees were  in  favour  of  the  change.    There 


were  64  only  in  favour  of  this  mode  of  election, 
and  288  were  against  it,  852  Committees  alto- 
gether having  replied.  Other  Committees  had 
withheld  their  opinions,  which  therefore  might 
be  presumed  to  be  either  favourable  or  un- 
favourable. It  had  been  said  that  he  advocated 
sectarian  views ;  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  it 
was  rather  those  who  objected  to  this  measure 
that  held  sectarian  views.  For  his  part,  he 
wished  to  regard  School  Committees  without 
reference  to  denominational  considerations ;  he 
did  not  wish  to  know  whether  their  members 
belonged  to  this  or  that  denomination.  He 
understood  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  had  said  that 
only  one-third  of  the  Conunittees  were  in  favour 
of  doing  away  with  the  present  mode  of  elec- 
tion, but  he  did  not  know  how  the  honourable 
gentleman  arrived  at  that  conclusion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GKACE  said  he  had  got  the 
information  from  the  figures  quoted  by  the 
honourable  member  himself. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT  said  only  852 
Committees  had  expressed  an  opinion.  Did 
the  honourable  member  mean  to  infer  that 
those  Committees  which  had  not  replied  were 
desirous  of  retaining  the  existing  arrangement  ? 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  he  did  infer 
that. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  •*  That 
the  word  *  now  *  stand  part  of  the  question." 


^  Ayes,  7. 
Bonaj: 
Kohere 


Acland  Bonar  Mcmtell 

Baillie  Kohere  Reynolds. 

Bamicoat 

KoES,  22. 
Brett  Johnson,  G.  R.  Reeves 

Buckley,  G.       McLean  Richmond,  J.  0. 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Oliver  Scotland 

Dignan  Peacock  Waterhouse 

Fraser  Peter  Wigley 

Grace  Pharazyn  Williamson 

Hart  Pollen  Wilson. 

Henderson 

Majority  against,  15. 
Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  thab 
day  six  months. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  that  when 
it  originated  in  another  place  it  consisted  ^ 
only  a  short  title,  a  preamble,  and  an  enact- 
ing clause,  and  it  was  in  that  condition  when 
he  undertook  to  take  charge  of  it  in  the  Coun- 
cil. The  Bill  had  since  been  largely  amended ^ 
aiiid  was  in  a  condition  which  he  thought  de- 
manded that  it  should  receive  the  attention 
of  the  Government  rather  than  of  a  private 
member.  So  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned, 
he  did  not  intend  to  accept  any  amendment  to 
the  Bill  that  was  not  on  the  Order  Paper,  and 
he  hoped  to  receive  the  assistance  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  putting  the  Bill  right. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  thought  this 
was  one  of  those  Bills  which  had  been  unfairly 
treated  in  another  place.  Various  honourabto 
members  had  insisted  on  inserting  all  sorts  of 
clauses  in  the  Bill,  which  he  would  like  to  sea 
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restored  to  its  ongiaal  conditioti,  by  way  of 
teaching  a  lesson  to  those  who  had  amended  it 
in  the  manner  they  had.  He  hoped  that  the 
whole  of  the  added  clauses  would  therefore  be 
struck  out  in  Goiomittee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  this 
was  a  very  important  Bill,  and  he  could  not 
believe  that  the  alterations  which  had  been 
effected  in  it  could  have  been  introduced  with 
sufficient  consideration.  A  measure  of  this 
importance  should  have  been  introduced  en- 
tirely on  the  responsibility  of  the  Government 
itself.  This  was  a  Bill  consisting  of  various 
suggestions  thrown  out  on  the  spur  of  the  mo- 
ment, and  affecting  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act  in  some  of  its  most  essential  provisions. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  6th  clause,  providing 
that  a  special  loan  might  be  raised  for  separate 
peurts  of  a  borough  ;  also  the  10th  clause,  which 
amended  the  provisions  as  to  the  proposal  for 
special  loans,  and  repealed  section  10  of  the  Act 
of  1880.  These  amendments  were  of  the  most 
vital  importance,  and  he  believed  that  the 
existing  law  relating  to  proposals  for  special 
loans  had  exercised  a  most  beneficial  influence 
in  the  community  by  checking  the  passing  of 
loans  advocated  solely  with  a  view  to  find- 
ing employment  in  anj  particular  locality,  or 
stimulating  an  artificial  prosperity.  It  was 
proposed  that  this  very  important  provision  of 
the  existing  Act  should  "be  altered.  For  him- 
self, he  felt  very  doubtful  whether  they  were 
justified  in  going  on  with  the  Bill  in  its  pre- 
sent shape.  He  rather  leaned  towards  the 
moving  of  an  amendment  to  this  effect: 
That  any  Bill  amending  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act  should  be  introduced  on  the 
iQsponsibility  of  the  Government.  He  would 
move  that,  as  an  amendment,  simply  with  a 
view  of  giving  the  Council  an  opjportunity  of 
expressing  an  opinion  on  the  question. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  did  not  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  opposing  this  Bill  because  it 
had  not  been  introduced  by  the  Government. 
He  wished  to  know  what  the  effect  of  the  reso- 
lution would  be. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  effect  of  the 
resolution  would  be  for  the  present  to  do  away 
with  the  Bill ;  but  it  would  not  have  the  same 
effect  as  a  motion  that  it  be  read  a  second  time 
this  day  six  montlis,  because  it  could  bo  re- 
vived again. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  would  certainly 
give  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 
He  bad  a  general  objection  to  the  process 
of  tinkering  with  legislation.  In  this  case 
it  was  proposed  to  amend  an  Act  of  large 
policy,  and  one  could  not  be  aware  how  the 
provisions  of  the  principal  Act  were  affected  by 
the  amendments,  without  some  guide  or  in- 
struction. The  suspicion  in  all  cases  of  this 
kind  of  legislation  was  generally  that  it  was 
sought  to  introduce  amendments  of  a  general 
law  to  serve  sometimes  a  local,  and  very  often, 
lie  was  sorry  to  say,  a  personal,  end.  He 
was  not,  however,  applying  that  rule  to  this 
Bill,  because  he  did  not  know  anything  about 
it;  but  he  had  that  general  suspicion.  He 
ffan.  Captain  Fraser 


considered  it  the  duty  of  the  Government  on 
all  occasions  to  take  the  responsibility  of  tha 
amendment  of  these  Acts ;  and  the  representft- 
tive  of  the  Government  in  the  Council  should 
inform  the  Council  whether  the  measure  met 
with  the  approval  and  sanction  of  the  Grovem- 
ment.  That,  he  thought,  was  a  responsibility 
which  properly  devolved  upon  the  Government. 
Without  pronouncing  upon  the  merits  of  the 
Bill,  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  agreed  that  the  Bill 
should  bear  the  imprint  of  the  Government 
upon  it.  Two  or  three  of  the  clauses  in  the 
Bill  were  very  good,  and  he  approved  of  them; 
but  he  did  not  know  l^at  they  were  of  such  im- 
portance that  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  pass 
them,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  amending  a  statute 
regulating  such  large  interests  as  those  dealt 
with  by  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  were  not 
several  provisions  of  the  Bill  that  he  would 
approve  of,  but  there  were  several  that  he  cer- 
tainly could  not  agree  with.  He  would  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Council,  but  would 
point  to  clause  12,  which  provided  that  a  man 
should  take  a  horse  and  dray  to  a  particular 
weighing-machine.  He  did  not  know  that  one 
weighing-machine  was  better  than  another,  and 
he  thought  that  the  clause  had  been  passed  at 
a  very  late  hour  of  the  night,  or  wiuiout  suf- 
ficient consideration.  He  would  vote  for  the 
amendment,  because  it  did  not  do  away  with 
the  Bill,  and,  if  the  Government  saw  that  cer- 
tain clauses  of  the  Bill  were  absolutely  neces- 
sary, they  could  have  it  put  on  the  Order 
Paper  again.  The  Bill  was  one  which  the 
Council  ought  not  to  hurriedly  pass. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  said  he  was 
anxious  to  hand  the  matter  over  to  the  Govern- 
ment. There  were  some  clauses  in  the  Bill, 
however,  which  appeared  to  be  very  much 
needed.  Though  they  might  be  required  for 
special  purposes,  they  might  also  be  of  general 
utUity.  He  hoped  t^at  even  now  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  willing  to  put  its  ncbme  upon 
the  Bill  and  hand  it  to  the  Law  Officer  for 
better  adjustment.  The  Bill  required  to  be 
put  in  order,  because  as  it  had  come  down 
from  another  place  there  were  apparent  con- 
tradictions. He  felt  as  if  he  abnost  owed 
dome  apology  to  the  Council  for  having  taken 
the  position  he  had  done  in^  this  matter.  He 
had  done  his  best  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  effect  of  the  Bill,  and  was  bound  to  say 
that  he  saw  very  good  reason  for  several  claases 
of  it.  For  one  clause  in  particular  there  was 
a  demand  in  several  places;  that  was  the 
clause  respecting  special  rates ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  it  appeared  that  it  would  be  perhaps 
a  hardship  if  it  were  not  passed.  If  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  were  passed,  he  would  at 
once  put  himself  in  communication  with  his 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and 
be  his  servant  in  the  matter,  and  assist  him,  if 
possible,  in  putting  the  Bill  into  shape,  and 
would  not  ask  that  it  should  be  committed 
until  time  hJbd  been  allowed  for  placing  the 
matter  on  a  better  footing. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 
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BANKRUPTCY  BILTi. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  mov- 
ing the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  its 
object  was  to  amend  certain  sections  and  sub- 
sections of  the  statute  of  1888.    He  need  not 
inform  honourable  members  that,  up  to  the 
passing  of  that  Act,  the  state  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy law  was  considered  to  be  veiy  unsatis- 
factory.     After   a  very  considerable    amount 
of  time  had  been  spent  by  a  Joint  Commit- 
tee  of   both    Houses    of   the    Legislature,    a 
measure  was  passed  in  1888  which  was  con- 
sidered to  be  perfect;  but,  in  the  working  of 
that  Act,  it  had  been  found  necessary  that  the 
amendments  should  be  effected  which  he  no^ 
asked  the  Council  to  adopt.    He  might  men- 
tion, for  the  information  of  the  Council,  that 
nearly  all  the  amendments  had  come  from  the 
Judges,  who  had  found  a  great  dfRiculty  in 
interpreting  the  law ;  and  most  of  them  had 
been  recommended  as  necessary  for  carrying 
out  the  Act  of  1883.    There  was  one  important 
provision  in  this  Bill — section  10 — ^with  refer- 
ence to  after-acquired  property  of  a  debtor. 
It  was  not  in  the  Act  of  1883,  but  was  in 
the  old    Act   of   1867.     To   his  mind  it  was 
one  of  the  most  useful  provisions  that  could 
possibly  have  been  allowed  to  remain ;   but, 
in  the  wisdom  of  those  gentlemen  who  con- 
stituted   the   Committee,    it  was   eliminated 
from   tiie   Bill.     Then,    great    difficulty  was 
found  with  regard  to  the  service  of  notice, 
and  provision  was  made  for  that  also.    The 
only  other  important  provision  in  the  Bill  was 
that  regarding   distress   for    rent.    QuestJbns 
of  an  important  character  had  been  raised  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Judges  —  or,  at 
least,  one  Judge — had  been  unable  to  come 
to  any  decision  that  was  not  of  an  unsatis- 
factory character  with  regard  to  the  working 
of  the  Act.    The  16th  section  was  provided 
to  set  that  question  at  rest.    As  he  had  said, 
most   of   these    amendments  came  from  the 
Judges,  or  from  the  Assignees  who  were  ad- 
ministering the  Act.    The  various  provisions 
of  the  Act  he  would  explain  in  Committee, 
if  the  Council  would  be  good  enough  to  allow 
it  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

POLICE  OFFENCES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  a 
consolidation  Bill,  and  proposed  to  repeal 
thirty-four  Acts  or  ordinances  which  were  now 
in  force  in  the  colony.  It  had  received  special 
attention  from  the  Bevision  Conrniissioners, 
who  had  made  a  very  careful  pricis^  which  was 
prefixed  to  the  Bill  now  before  honourable 
members.  One  of  the  principal  objects  in  view 
in  introducing  the  Bill  was  to  make  the  law 
uniform,  so  far  as  police  offences  were  con- 
cerned, all  over  the  colony.  This  was  the  more 
necessary  seeing  that  the  police  were  now  under 
one  heady  and  were  being  shifted  from  place  to 
place,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  a  resolu- 
tion which  was  passed  by  a  Committee  some 
time  ago.  Policemen,  when  they  had  resided 
in  one  place  and  made  themselves  acquainted. 


with  the  particular  laws  of  that  place,  wheoet 
they  were  shifted  found  themselves  in  vezj 
awkward  positions,  and  perhaps  sometimes 
went  beyond  the  law.  That  was  one  of  the 
principal  reasons  why  this  Bill  was  brought  up 
in  its  present  shape.  But,  apart  from  that, 
it  had  been  considered  desirable  to  have  the 
police  offences  made  uniform.  It  was  proposed 
to  repeal,  in  the  first  place,  an  Imperial  Act 
with  reference  to  Sunday  trading—an  Act  of 
Charles  II.  —  and  also  sopae  of  the  colonial 
ordinances  which  were  in  existence,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  one  uniform  Act,  so  that 
any  one  who  might  look  at  the  Act  might  see 
exactly  what  police  offences  were. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

GOVERNMENT  INSURANCE  ASSOCIA- 
TION  BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEB. 

Claiise  88.— What  oontracts  Board  may  enter 
into. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved.  That  the 
words,  "and  also  contracts  for  the  insurance 
of  sums  to  be  payable  in  the  event  of  personal 
disablement,  injury,  or  death  resulting  from 
accident  only,"  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  bo 
struck  out. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  words  be  retained." 

Ayes,  11. 
Brett  Dignan 

Buckley,  G.       Eraser 
Buckley,  P.  A.  Henderson 
Campbell  TiAhmf^pTi 

Noes,  15. 
Bamicoat  McLean 

Bonar  Miller 

Brandon  Nurse 

Chamberlin       Oliver 
Hart  Peacock 


Pollen 
Reeves 
Reynolds. 


Peter 

Waterhouse 

Whitmore 

WUliamson 

Wilson. 


Majority  against,  4. 
Words  struck  out. 
Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 
The  Council  skdjoumed  at  ten  minutes  past 
ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE   OP    EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Wednesdayy  29th  October y  1884, 


Second  BeadingB— Third  Beadings— Odd  Fields- 
Bee-keeping  —  Alexandra  Lock-up  —  Manawatu 
Timber  Trade  —  Eumara  -  Goldsoorough  Tele- 
phone—  Canterbury  Licenses— J.  B.  Clement -~ 
walheke  Telephone  and  Coromandel  Wharf- 
East  and  West  Coast  Bailway— Hastings  Wool 
Traffic— Field's  Track  — Kumara  Water-races— 
Gold  Duty  Abolition  —  Kumara  Tail-race  — W. 
Morris  and  Others— Kumara  Water-race— Con- 
tagious Diseases  Act— District  Bail\?ays— West 
Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill— Land  Bill- 
Wellington  College  Beserves  Confirmation  Bill 
— Westland  Education  District  Subdivision  Bill 
—Beet-root  Sugar  BilL 

Mr.  Speaxkb  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Pratxbs. 
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Manawatu 


[HOUSE.]  Timber  Trade. 


[Oct.  29 


SECOND  READINGS. 
Codlin  Moth  Bill,  Timber-floating  Bill,  River 
Boards  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Road  Boards  Bill,  Codlin  Moth  Bill,  Life  As- 
surance Policies  Bill,  Electric  Lines  Bill. 

GOLD  FIELDS. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
will  inform  this  House  what  course  they  will 
pursue  in  reference  to  the  reco.aimendations  of 
the  Gold  Fields  and  Mines  Committee  in  re- 
gard to  the  proposals  of  Professor  Black,  and 
the  utilizing  of  the  services  of  Professor  Ulrich  ? 

Mr.  BALLANOE  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  place  a  sum  upon  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  for  the  purpose  of  carry iug 
out  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee. 

BEE-KEEPING. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  take  the  necessaiy  steps  for  protect- 
ing the  bee-keeping  industries  of  the  colony  by 
E lacing  an  import  ad  valorem  duty  upon  all 
oney  imported  into  New  Zealand,  and,  fur- 
ther, by  allowing  all  apiarian  appliances  and 
bee-keepers'  sundries  to  be  admitted  into  the 
colony  free  of  Customs  duty  ? 

Mr.  STOUT  had  stated  several  times  this 
session  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  alter  the 
Customs  tarifi  this  year.  Ho  found  that  in 
some  colonies  there  was  an  import  duty  on 
honey.  In  Victoria,  Queensland,  Tasmania, 
and  Western  Australia  they  imposed  an  import 
duty  on  honey.  In  New  South  Wales  and 
South  Australia  there  was  no  import  duty.  As 
to  the  apiarian  appliances,  he  understood  that 
these  were  being  made  in  the  colony,  and  in 
that  case  he  did  not  see  why  they  should  be 
imported. 

ALEXANDRA  LOCK-UP. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice,  If 
the  Government  will  cause  the  lock-up  recently 
burnt  down  at  Alexandra  South,  and  the  con- 
stable's residence  adjacent  thereto,  to  be  rebuilt 
of  stone,  without  unnecessary  delay  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  there  seemed  to  be  a 
necessity  for  a  lock-up  and  police-station  at 
Alexandra  South,  and  the  Government  would 
take  steps  to  reinstate  those  buildings,  but  he 
could  not  say  of  what  material  they  would  be 
constructed. 

MANAWATU  TIMBER  TRADE. 
Mr.  MACARTHUR  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works, — (1.)  Whether  he  is  aware  that 
arrangements  are  being  made  to  float  logs  down 
tiie  Wanganui  River  to  the  mills  in  Wanganui, 
in  consequence  of  the  prohibitive  tarifl  and 
mode  of  measurement  adopted  by  the  railway 
authorities  on  the  Foxton-New  Plymouth  Rail- 
way ?  (2.)  Whether  he  is  aware  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  authorities  on  that  railway 
having  adopted  a  new  mode  of  measurement, 
large  contracts  for  the  supply  from  Manawatu 
and  delivery  of  logs  in  Wanganui  had  to  be 
given  up,  and  that  a  large  carrying  trade  was 


thus  lost  to  the  Railway  Department?  (3.)  Whe- 
ther, in  order  to  renew  such  trade,  the  Gk>vezn- 
ment  will  modify  the  tariff,  and  alter  the  modo 
of  measurement  to  that  formerly  used?  He 
did  not  mean  that  a  new  mode  of  measurement 
had  been  invented  by  the  railway  authorities. 
They  simply  altered  the  custom  that  had 
hitherto  prevailed  on  the  railway.  He  was 
quite  willing  to  admit  that  the  existing  arrange- 
ment might  give  the  cubic  measurement  of  a 
log  more  accurately  than  the  mode  formerly 
skdopted ;  but,  owing  to  the  alteration,  sevend 
large  contracts  had  to  be  given  np  in  the 
Manawatu,  and  thus  a  loss  was  entailed  on 
the  department.  The  effect  of  the  alteraticm 
in  the  mode  of  measurement  was  practically  to 
raise  the  tariff.  He  would  ask  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  whether  he  would  revert  to  the 
old  mode  of  measurement,  so  as  to  enable  the 
Railway  Department  to  get  the  benefit  of  the 
carrying  trade,  and  the  saw-miller  to  develop 
the  timber  industry. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  no  information  as  to  logs  being 
floated  down  the  Wanganui  River.  The  bush 
on  the  railway  from  which  timber  was  carried 
to  Wanganui  was  from  fifty  to  sixty  miles  away 
from  the  river,  and  was  unaffected  by  it.  U 
was  not  true  that  a  prohibitive  tariff  h 
been  introduced.  No  changes  had  been  made 
recently;  but  of  late  years  very  large  reduc- 
tions in  the  rate  had  beeu  introduced.  For  in- 
stance, in  1878  logs  could  have  been  carried  at 
8s.  5d.  per  100ft.  for  60  miles :  now  they  oonld 
be  carried  at  2s.  6d.,  and  white-pine  logs  at  2s., 
per  100ft.  The  Railway  Department  had  not 
introduced  a  new  system  of  measurement.  The 
system  was  one  giving  the  correct  quantities. 
The  saw-millers  tried  to  introduce  a  fictitious 
measure,  but  were  stopped.  He  could  not  re- 
commend modifying  the  tariff  sufficiently  to 
secure  this  traffic  even  if  the  representations 
made  as  to  the  floating  of  timber  down  to 
Wanganui  were  correct. 

KUMARA-GOLDSBOROUGH  TELE- 
PHONE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  If  he  will  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  have  telephonic  communication  estabh^ed 
between  Kumara  and  Goldsborough  ?  He  might 
state  that  the  ordinary  telegraph  wires  weie 
there  already,  and  only  one  wire  was  required 
to  complete  the  connection  between  Kumara 
and  Goldsborough.  At  the  present  time  com- 
munications had  to  go  to  Hokitika,  a  distance 
of  twenty  miles,  and  back  from  Hokitika  to 
Goldsborough,  another  distance  of  fiiteen  miles. 
A  wire  for  a  distance  of  five  miles  would  com- 
plete the  connection. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  unable  to  see  what  ad- 
vantage there  would  be  in  this  work,  to  com- 
pensate for  the  cost.  Kumara  was  now  in 
communication  with  Hokitika,  as  was  also 
Goldsborough.  It  could  make  no  jjossible  dif- 
ference to  persons  who  wished  to  conmiunicate 
between  Kumara  and  Goldsborough  that  they 
had  to  do  so  by  Hokitika,  as  the  cost  would  bo 
the  same.     In  the  course  of  time,  when  the 
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population  became  very  large,  communication 
might  be  extended  between  Eumara  and  Golds- 
bofongh.  Whilst  the  telephone  was  a  substi- 
tute for  the  telegraph  line,  he  haidly  thought 
the  expense  was  worth  incurring. 

CANTERBURY  LICENSES. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  When  the  return  of  licenses  to  occupy 
issued,  in  the  Canterbury  Provincial  District, 
for  lands  for  which  the  Crown  grants  have  not 
been  Issued — ordered  under  resolution  of  this 
House  on  the  1st  instant — will  be  laid  before 
the  House  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  the  return  was 
more  complicated  and  formidable  than  was  ex- 
pected. Its  preparation  would  entail  a  good 
oeal  of  expense,  and  he  .did  not  think  it  could 
be  prepared  this  session. 

J.  R.  CLEMENT. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  place  the  sum  of  £80 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  to  give  effect 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  upon  the  petition  of  J.  R.  Clement  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  give  effect  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  this  case ;  but  it  must  be  under- 
stood that,  if  the  money  was  not  expended 
before  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  it  would 
not  be  revoted. 

WAIHEKE  TELEPHONE  AND  CORO- 
MANDEL  WHARF. 

Mr.  W.  F,  BUCKLAND  asked  the  Govern- 
ment, Whether  they  will,  during  the  recess, 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made  as  the  desirability 
and  cost  of  connecting  the  important  Island 
of  Waiheke  by  telephone  with  the  mainland ; 
and  also  whether  they  will  ascertain  the  cost 
of  erecting  a  suitable  wharf  in  the  Coromandel 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  hardly  thought  that  the  cost 
of  connecting  Waiheke  by  telephone  with  the 
mainland  would  be  justified  at  present.  As 
to  the  erection  of  a  wharf  in  the  Coromandel 
Passage,  he  had  permission  from  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  to  say  that,  whilst  that  was' a 
matter  which  would  have  consideration,  he  did 
not  see  any  immediate  necessity  for  the  work. 

EAST  AND  WEST  COAST  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  McMillan  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  W^hcn  the  reports  of  the  survey  of 
the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway,  and  maps 
and  sections  giving  the  result  of  these  surveys, 
will  be  laid  before  this  House,  as  promised  in 
the  Public  Works  Statement  ? 

Mr,  E.  RICHARDSON  soid  the  reports  re- 
feired  to  were  being  collected  and  printed,  and 
irould,  he  hoped,  be  available  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days. 

HASTINGS  WOOL  TRAFFIC. 

Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 

Works,  If  he  is  aware  that  most  of  the  extensive 

wool  traffic  that  used  to  be  done  by  the  railway 

kam  Hastings  to  Napier  is  now  being  done 


by  horse-drays  ?  It  had  come  to  his  knowledge 
that  there  was  this  year  a  very  largo  divergence 
of  traffic  from  the  railway  at  Hastings,  and  ha 
should  be  glad  to  hear  that  some  steps  would  be 
taken  to  prevent  a  continuance  of  this. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that,  since  this 
question  was  put  on  the  Order  Paper,  he  had 
caused  inquiries  to  be  made  on  the  subject,  and» 
as  far  as  he  had'  at  present  ascertained,  there 
was  not  likely  to  be  any  great  loss  this  year* 
However,  if  it  should  turn  out  that,  by  a  small 
reduction  of  the  ^  rates,  the  revenue  would 
benefit,  he  would  see  that  this  course  should 
be  adopted;  but  he  might  point  out  that  the 
danger  was  that,  if  a  reduction  were  mado 
on  this  short  length,  it  would  probably  affect 
the  whole  tariff  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  to 
the  department  a  loss  which  would  not  be  met 
by  the  gain  from  this  particular  part  of  the 
line. 

FIELD'S  TRACK. 

Mr.  BRYCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the 
construction  of  the  railway,  the  Government 
will  consider  the  necessity  of  opening  as  a 
traffic  road  the  line  known  as  Field's  Track, 
between  the  Makirikiri  Valley  and  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway-line,  at  ninety-five  miles 
from  Marton?  He  should  like  to  explain  to 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  he  put  this 
question  on  account  of  the  peculiar  position  of 
tiiis  proposed  railway.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber was  aware  that  the  country  through  which 
this  railway  would  pass  was  entirely  unopened 
at  present  by  roads,  with  the  exception  of  cer- 
tain bridle-tracks.  He  (Mr.  Bryco)  understood 
that  on  the  estimates  a  very  considerable  sum 
of  money  was  allocated  for  the  purpose  of  road- 
making,  to  facilitate  the  construction  of  the 
railway,  and  therefore  he  called  attention  to 
this  particular  track. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  thanked  the  honour- 
able member  for  bringing  this  matter  under  his 
notice.  Since  he  had  replied  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Rangitikei  on  a  somewhat  similar 
subject,  he  had  gathered  further  information, 
and  it  was  to  the  effect  that  the  road  known 
as  Murray's  Track  was  much  more  likely  to 
be  made  use  of  in  connection  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  railway.  He  understood  that 
the  track  known  as  Field's  Track  was  not  likely 
to  be  utilized  in  the  same  direction,  for  that 
part  of  the. line  which  would  be  served  by  this 
track  could  be  much  better  served — so  far  as 
the  supply  of  contractors'  stores  went  —  by  a 
track  from  Napier.  Of  course  the  matter  was 
at  present  only  in  an  embryo  state,  and  would 
have  to  be  carefully  looked  into  before  any 
expenditure  was  authorized. 

KUMARA  WATER-RACES. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  it  is  true  that  the  manager  of  the 
Kumara  Main  Tail-race  and  Water-races  wrote 
a  letter,  dated  the  26th  October,  1883,  addressed 
to  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Mines,  in  which 
letter  the  Manager  stated  that  all  parties  con- 
necting with  the  Government  tail-race  over 
and  above  twenty-four  were  told  at  the  time 
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they  made  their  application  that,  if  they  con- 
structed any  more  tail-races  to  the  chaxmel, 
they  would  do  so  at  their  own  risk,  no  guarantee 
being  given  them  that  they  would  be  allowed 
the  use  of  the  channel  ?  Will  the  Minister 
direct  the  Warden  to  hold  an  inquiry  into  the 
matter  should  any  of  the  aggrieved  parties,  in 
writing,  request  such  inquiry  ?  His  reasons  for 
asking  the  question  were  these  :  Earlier  in  the 
year  the  late  honourable  member  for  Hokitika 
and  himself  had  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government  what  th^y  considered  was  a 
very  great  hardship  that  was  endured  by  a  cer- 
tain number  of  men  at  work  on  the  Kumara 
Gold  Field.  Since  then  the  House  had  ordered 
the  correspondence  relating  to  the  subject  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table ;  but  from  that  corres]x>n- 
dencc  there  were  two  or  three  letters  absent. 
He  had  called  attention  to  this,  and  since  then 
the  Minister,  had  courteously  supplied  him 
with  a  copy  of  this  correspondence ;  and  there- 
fore, as  to  the  first  part  of  the  question,  the 
answer  would  be  in  the  affirmative.  He  held 
in  his  hand  what  purported  to  be  a  copy  of  the 
letter  referred  to  in  Uic  question,  and  it  ran  as 
follows : — 

**Sia,  —  In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  the 
23rd  instant,  I  have  the  honour  to  make  the 
following  remarks : — 

**  You  have  been  made  aware  from  time  to 
time  of  the  very  ill  feeling  existing  between 
the  parties  of  miners  holding  the  high-  and 
those  holding  the  low-numbered  rights  to  the 
use  of  the  sludge- channel.  You  will  also  re- 
member a  protest  being  lodged  against  a  re- 
newal of  expired  permits,  which  matter  has 
not  yet  been  settled. 

"  Since  the  days  have  shortened,  this  ill 
feeling  has  gradually  grown  stronger  on  the 

Ea.rt  of  the  high -numbered  men,  because  those 
olding  the  first  rights  to  the  use  of  the 
channel  have  refused  to  work  three-hour  shifts 
instead  of  four-hour,  as  at  present,  which 
would  have  enabled  all  of  them  to  get  a  turn. 
This  refusal  to  agree  to  four  three-hour  shifts 
instead  of  three  four-hour  shifts  showed  those 
holding  the  high-numbered  permits  how  hope- 
less their  chances  were  of  getting  what  they 
considered  a  fair  share  of  the  use  of  the 
channel  and  tailing- site  while  it  is  available. 

•*  As  days  and  weeks  passed  away  in  idleness, 
these  men  became  desperate,  and,  being  dunned 
by  storekeepers  and  others,  they  resolved  to  do 
something  to  bring  about  a  change  of  some 
kind — any  change  would  place  them  in  a  bet- 
ter position.  As  the  question  of  the  renewal 
of  expired  permits  was  not  settled,  they 
threatened  to  bring  before  the  Warden  a  test 
case,  which  it  was  thought  would  place  them 
in  a  better  position  in  the  channel.  The 
eight  parties  whose  original  permits  had  ex- 
pired, and  the  eight  others  whose  permits  will 
«xpire  on  the  1st  June,  became  alarmed,  and 
therefore  resolved  to  conciliate  the  *  outsiders  * 
in  some  way,  to  prevent  the  threatened  *  test ' 
case  coming  before  the  Warden.  It  was  there- 
fore suggested  that  they  should  all  agree  ajid 
pull  together  to  bring  about  a  change,  by 
which  the  channel  could  be  made  to  aocom- 
Mr,  Seddon 


modate  all ;  but,  in  order  to  do  this,  it 
necessary  to  draw  up  petitions  and  make  m 
noise  at  public  meetings.  As  the  reduotioa. 
was  a  popular  '  move,'  it  was  no  doubt  brongh^k 
forward  for  several  reasons  —  namely,  large 
meetings  and  unanimity  in  opinion  when  re- 
solutions were  put.  It  also  enabled  one  or 
two  persons  to  take  the  lead  and  air  their 
eloquence,  and  to  show  how  they  alwaj's  were 
ready  and  willing  to  fight  the  miners'  battles ; 
therefore  fault  was  found  with  the  Manager 
for  having  lately  reduced  the  number  of 
parties  in  each  shift  from  eight  to  seven.  This 
reduction  was  attributed  to  the  stone  pavings 
and,  as  Mr.  Seddon  put  it,  *  culpable  mis-, 
management. ' 

**  Although  stone  paving  is  much  used  by  the 
miners,  they,  very  inconsistently,  condemn.  itB 
use  in  the  channel.  They  also  find  fault  vriUt 
the  patching  done  when  blocks  are  carried 
away,  but  they  carefully  avoid  saying  any  tiling 
about  the  large  stones  causing  the  blocks  to 
be  carried  away.  The  miners  think  the  moat 
effectual  remedy  to  cure  this  *  mismanage- 
ment,' by  which  all  the  claims  would  be 
enabled  to  sluice  into  the  channel,  is  to  force 
the  Government  to  at  once  replace  the  stone 
paving  and  wood  blocks  with  cast-iron  plates  oE 
suitable  size  and  thickness;  and,  in  order  to 
have  this  done  quickly,  and  make  it  more 
certain,  an  inquiry  is  necessary  to  enable 
*  experts  * — their  number  is  legion  on  this  field 
— to  give  evidence. 

*'  I  should  now  state,  for  your  information, 
that,  since  many  of  the  claims— eighteen — have 
been  well  opened  out,  they  are  enabled  to  sluice 
away  a  much  laiger  quantity  of  debris  in  a 
shift  than  they  did  a  short  time  ago.  Con- 
sequently, the  channel  is  now  not  equal  t3 
more  than  seven  parties  each  shift.  A  few 
months  ago  it  worked  eight  and  nine  parties, 
with  from  eight  to  ten  heads.  This  extra 
quantity  of  water  was  found  to  be  necessaty 
before  fhe  14-inch  stone  paving  was  placed  in 
the  channel.  The  stone  paving,  however,  does 
lessen  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  channel, 
because  it  cannot  possibly  be  made  as  smooth 
as  the  wood  paving.  This  is  really  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  dissatisfaction  and  complaint, 
especially  since  it  hcks  been  made  known  that 
the  chaimel  is  not  to  be  widened. 

*•  The   miners   holding    the   outside    num* ; 
hers    in    the    channel    are    very   much    dis^ij 
heartened,  and  take  a  most  gloomy  view  oil 
their  prospects,  because  they  see  very  plainly  ' 
how  remote  their  chances  are  of  ever   being 
able  to  properly  work  their  claims,  pay  their, 
debts,  or  hold  their  gpround,  and  plant  thereon,  | 
Those  holding  the  first  rights  to  the   chan- 1 
nel  say  truly  that,   unfortunately,  there  are  | 
more  parties  requiring  the  use  of  the  channel 
than  it  will  accommodate,  and,  as  they  had 
faith  in  the  channel  answering  the  purpose  for 
which  it    was    constructed    by   risking    their 
money  and  labour  to  test  it,  those  outside  ot 
the  numbers  which  the  channel  can  conve- 
niently accommodate  have  no  legal  or  equit- 
able right  to  interfere  with  them.    They  also 
argue  that,  the  Klines  Department  having  beea 
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made  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  channel  could 
not  accommodate  all  the  parties,  it  should 
have  been  widened,  or  —  what  might  have 
answered  the  same  purpose — *  paved  with  cast- 
iron  blocks.'  In  order  to  overcome  these 
omissions  and  difficulties  for  a  time,  and  when 
tfe  long  summer  days  were  approaching,  I 
suggested  four  three-hour  shifts. 

"  This  matter  was  discussed  by  the  miners  at 
several  meetings,  but  they  were  nearly  equally 
divided  for  and  against.  As  they  were  aware, 
for  the  proper  and  safe  working  of  the  races,  it 
must  necessarily  be  unanimous,  this  temporary 
remedy  did  not  get  a  trial. 

"  As  several  of  the  claims  do  nofc  take  water 
every  day,  I  am  enabled  to  accommodate  on  an 
average  from  twenty-three  to  twenty-six  during 
the  month,  by  making  three  shifts  of  four  hours 
each.  With  more  than  that  number  on  at  one 
time  the  channel  is  very  apt  to  overflotir,  which 
i  am  most  anxious  to  prevent  just  now,  in 
order  to  keep  the  ^de  trams  clear  of  dibris. 
Which  would  prevent  the  side  straps  and  plank- 
ing lately  authorized  being  put  on. 

"  I  am  blamed  by  Mr.  Seddon  for  the  stone 
paving,  and  for  having  started  25  chains  from 
the  lower  end,  instead  of  starting  it  at  the  top 
end.  The  fact  is,  I  could  not  procure  the 
stone  in  quantity  at  any  reasonable  cost  any- 
where near  the  top  end,  or  even  nearer  the 
middle  than  I  did.  I  started  to  got  the  stone 
where  it  was  most  plentiful,  and  where  the 
greatest  amount  of  wear  in  the  channel  was 
taking  place,  intending  to  procure  stone  higher 
up  the  field  when  it  could  be  conveniently 
got  in  any  quantity  near  the  shafts  available. 

"  I  have  «,  quantity  of  stone  now  in  the  chan- 
nel near  the  top  end,  which  is  being  fixed  $n 
position  from  time  to  time  as  the  wood  blocks 
wear  out.  I  cannot,  however,  get  any  more 
stone  to  this  part  of  the  channel,  because  the 
miners  are  washing  away  the  shaft  I  used  to 
lower  them. 

"  At  one  of  the  public  meetings  lately  held 
Hr.  Seddon  produced  what  purported  to  be  a 
section  of  the  sludge-channel,  and,  as  I  under- 
stood, gave  a  section  of  the  14-in.  stone  paving 
joining  the  8-inch  wood  blocks,  and  the  stone 
paving  was  made  to  appear  to  dip  against  the 
stream. 

*'  The  fact  is,  the  sloped  stone  paving  from  the 
S-in.  wood  blocks  to  the  14-in.  stones,  a  length 
of  28ft.,  has  a  faU  in  that  distance  of  109ft., 
equal  to  nearly  18in.  I  must,  however,  state 
that,  when  the  14-in.  stone  paving  was  first 
pnt  in,  nearly  all  the  blockages  for  a  few  days 
took  place  at  this  particular  spot,  for  which  I 
made  some  allowance  when  the  stoppages  ex- 
tended over  an  hour.  As  some  of  the  miners 
admitted  that  the  channel  had  been  abused,  I 
aigued  that  they  should  bear  some  of  the  loss. 
Blockages  on  the  stone  paving  do  not  often  take 
place  now. 

**  I  think  Mr.  Seddon's  section  of  the  channel 
^which  he  said  he  would  forward  to  Welling- 
ton—shows some  stone  paving  near  the  tail  end 
of  the  channel.  This  will  be  the  experimental 
paving  done  when  Mr.  Gordon  was  last  here, 
JUdd,  tJthough  some  parts  of  it  have  been  car- 


ried away  at  various  times,  some  of  it  still  re- 
mains in  position,  not  yet  worn  out.  This  part 
of  the  channel  does  not  choke  or  block* 

**  I  think  I  should  mention  that  the  parties 
having  permits  numbered  from  about  twenty- 
four  upwards  were  told,  at  the  time  they  made 
their  application,  that  if  they  constructed  any 
more  tail-races  to  the  channel  they  would  do 
so  at  their  own  risk.  No  guarantee  was  given 
them  that  they  would  be  allowed  the  use  of  the 
channel. 

"Notwithstanding  my  warnings,  they  have 
constructed  tail-races,  flumes,  and  water-wheels, 
at  considerable  outlay  of  money  and  labour; 
and  now  argue  that,  as  the  channel  is  public 
property,  they  have  a  right  to  use  it,  and  that  it 
should  be  made  to  accommodate  them. 

"  If  an  inquiry  be  made  into  the  working  of 
the  channel,  nearly  every  miner  having  a  per- 
mit will  expect  to  be  allowed,  as  an  expert,  to 
give  his  opinion  on  the  matter,  which  can  be 
summed  up  in  a  few  words — ^namely,  iron  blocks 
and  widening  the  channel. 

"  The  Price  of  Water. 

*'  Although  there  are  very  many  claims  in 
this  field  well  able  to  pay  the  present  rate  for 
water,  there  are  a  few  others  so  poor  that,  after 
paying  all  working  expenses  and  a  few  pounds 
on  account  of  old  liabilities  incurred  during 
the  past  eighteen  months  or  two  years,  I  think 
there  is  often  a  very  small  margin  to  divide.  I 
know,  however,  wi&  few  exceptions,  the  claims 
are  gradually  reducing  the  amount  of  their 
liabilities,  and  the  holders  speak  hopefully  of 
their  claims  ultimately  paying  their  debts  and 
ordinary  wages. 

"There  are,  however,  some  very  doubtful 
claims,  requiring  some  aid  from  the  race  to 
enable  them  to  be  thorolighly  tested.  I  will 
act  as  instructed  in  ^our  memorandum  of  the 
15th  instant,  by  assisting  all  urgent  cases  as 
may  seem  necessary.  This  should,  I  think,  at 
present,  meet  the  case,  instead  of  reducing  the 
charge  where  parties  are  doing  well  enough  to 
pay  present  charge. 

"  A  reduction  in  the  price  would  no  doubt 
make  matters  more  pleasant  for  me  and  all 
others  on  the  field ;  but  I  would  like  to  give  the 
claims  now  opened  or  opening  a  further  trial, 
say,  another  six  months,  which  would  enable 
me  more  correctly  to  estimate  the  value  of  the 
many  claims  on  this  field. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  think  I  should  state  the 
great  noise  made  here  lately  is  caused  by  a  few 
only,  and  that  the  local  paper  represents  one 
side  only ;  it  doos  not  publish  all  that  is  said 
at  the  meetings,  especially  what  is  said  in  my 
favour.  As  a  rule,  much  that  is  said  by  Mr. 
Seddon  is  not  published. 

"  Mr.  Seddon,  at  one  of  the  late  meetings, 
said  *  he  had  the  greatest  respect  for  me,  and 
no  ill-feeling  whatever  ; '  but  before  he  finished 
his  speech  he  accused  me  of  '  deliberate  mur- 
der.' To  do  this  he  had  to  give  a  history  o£ 
the  sludge-channel. — I  have,  &o., 

"  J.  Gow,  Manager, 
«  The  Under-Secretary  for  Gold  Fields, 
"  Wellington." 
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It  would  therefore  be  seen  that  the  conten- 
tion maintained  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Hokitika  and  himself  was  upheld  by  the  docu- 
mentary evidence  in  possession  of  the  depart- 
ment. But  these  men  denied  that  they  had 
been  told  anything  of  the  kind;  and,  as  he 
represented  both  sides  of  the  question,  he 
asked  whether  the  Minister  would  direct  the 
Warden  to  hold  an  inquiry  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said,  as  to  the  first  part  of 
the  question,  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
answered  that  himself.  With  regard  to  the 
second  part  of  the  question,  he  might  say  that 
the  Warden  and  the  Inspecting  Engineer  had 
already  held  an  inquiry,  and  their  report  was 
in  possession  of  the  Government,  and  would  be 
shown  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  de- 
sired to  see  it. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion to  which  ho  referred  was  not  covered  by 
that  inquiry.  The  inquiry  had  reference  to 
prior-right  men ;  but  it  was  the  non-prior-right 
men  who  said  that  injustice  was  done  to  them, 
seeing  they  denied  having  been  warned  <by  the 
Manager,  as  stated  by  him  in  the  letter. 

GOLD-DUTY  ABOLITION. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  he*  will  give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Gold  Fields  Committee  on  the  Petition  of 
Ambrose  Crcber  and  others,  in  which  peti- 
tioners pray  for  the  abolition  of  the  gold  duty  ? 
The  Government  had  made  a  statement  as  to 
their  intentions  in  reference  to  this  matter 
when  the  Gold  Duty  Reduction  Bill  came  up 
for  second  reading  on  Thursday  night ;  but,  as 
these  petitioners  had  approached  Parliament, 
and  as  their  petition  was  reported  on  favour- 
ably by  the  Gold  Fields  Conmiittee,  they  were 
entitled  to  a  reply. 

Mr.  B ALL ANCE  said  the  House  was  already 
in  possession  of  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  this  question.  He  might 
say,  in  a  word,  that  the  Government  would  not 
recede  from  the  position  it  had  taken  up  of 
dealing  with  the  matter  next  session  in  a  way 
that  would  as  far  as  possible  give  effect  to  the 
compromise  which  had  been  arrived  at. 

KUMARA  TAIL-RACE. 
Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  he  will  give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Gold  Fields  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
George  Mansfield,  John  White,  and  others,  in 
which  petitioners  pray  for  relief  in  connection 
with  non-renewal  of  permits  and  regulations 
made  in  connection  with  the  Kumara  Main 
Tail-race?  This  question  was  covered  some- 
what by  the  correspondence  which  he  had  read. 
The  Gold  Fields  Committee  had  recommended 
a  certain  course  to  be  adopted,  and  he  should 
be  thankful  to  hear  from  the  Minister  that  he 
bad  made  provision  to  relieve  these  men  from 
the  grievances  under  which  they  suffered.  He 
would  also  point  out  that  the  regulations  now 
in  force  expired  on  the  1st  of  next  month,  a 
t^nporary  renewal  only  having  been  given  up 
to  the  1st  November,  and  it  was  with  a  view  of 
iiaying  the  objectionable  clauses  of  the  present 
Mr.  Seddon 


regulations  abrogated  that  he  asked  this  ques 
tion. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  was  understood  to  say  &at 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  alter 
the  regulations,  but  the  Government  did  not 
intend  to  renew  permits. 

W.  MORRIS  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
If  he  will  give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Gk>ld  Fields  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
William  Morris  and  others,  in  which  petitioners 
seek  to  have  the  price  of  water  reduced  which 
is  purchased  by  them  from  the  Government? 
He  might  mention  that  two  or  three  parties  of 
men  had  left  their  claims  and  had  applied  for 
protection  orders,  and  the  reason  for  whidi 
they  made  this  application  to  the  Warden  was 
that  the  ground  was  too  poor  to  allow  of  their 
paying  the  price  at  present  charged  for  water. 
He  thought  that  power  might  be  given  to  the 
Manager  to  reduce  the  price  of  water,  and  to 
also  grant  free  water  in  certain  cases.  He  had 
asked  this  question  because  the  price  of  water 
was  exorbitant,  and  relief  should  be  given. 
He  desired  to  put  this  protest  on  record,  so  that 
petitioners  might  see  he  had  not  been  wanting 
in  his  duty  to  them  in  bringing  their  case  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  did  not  think  the 
miners  could  suppose  the  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  look  after  their  interests.  The 
Government,  however,  did  not  see  their  way  to 
give  water,  or  to  make  any  general  reduction. 
The  honourable  member  would  recognize  thafc 
these  works  did  not  yield  anything  like  a  fair 
percentage  on  the  cost  of  their  construction. 
The  Government  would,  however,  be  disposed 
to  give  the  General  Mana>ger  power  to  mak» 
reductions  in  cases  where  they  were  specially 
and  urgently  required. 

KUMARA  WATER-RACE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines^ 
If  he  will  give  effect  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Gold  Fields  Conamittee  on  the  petition 
of  the  Borough  Council  of  Kumara,  in  which 
petitioners  pray  for  a  reduction  in  the  price  of 
water  charged  to  miners  taking  water  ftom 
the  Kumara  Water-race?  He  presumed  the 
answer  to  this  question  would  be  the  same  as 
that  to  the  previous  question.  He  thanked 
the  Minister  for  the  concession  of  free  water 
to  poor  claims,  but  would  have  much  preferred 
a  general  reduction. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  reply  would  be  ths 
same. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  ACT. 
Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Government^ 
Whether,  during  the  recess,  they  will  take 
steps  to  obtain  all  possible  information  as  to 
the  working  of  the  Contagious  Diseases  Act  in 
those  countries  where  it  is  in  force ;  such  infor- 
mation to  be  procured  from  reliable  official 
sources  and  the  best  medical  testimony  ?  He 
might  state  that  in  the  session  of  1883  he  had 
put  a  similar  question  to  the  then  Colonial 
Secretary,  who  promised  that  full  informatioB 
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gfaould  be  obtained  and  placed  before  the 
House.  He  had  not  seen  any  information  yet, 
and  ^erefore  he  renewed  the  question. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  that  the  Government  had 
already  acquired  a  considerable  amount  of 
information  on  this  subject  from  the  Agent- 
General. 

Mr.  O'CAIiLAGHAN. — Is  there  any  respect- 
ing New  Zealand  ? 

Mr.  TOLE.— Yes  ;  I  believe  so. 
.    Mr.  O'CAIiLAGHAN.— Will  the  information 
be  placed  before  the  House? 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  he  would  consider 
that. 

DISTRICT  RAILWAYS. 

The  following  motion  was  called  on :  "  That 
this  House  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  the  fol- 
lowing resolution :  *  That  the  difficulties  sur- 
rounding the  railways  constructed  mider  the 
IHstrict  Railways  Act,  and  the  hardships  to 
which  the  ratepayers  are  subjected  in  connec- 
tion therewith,  are  such  that  this  House  con- 
siders the  Grovernment  should  seize  a  favourable 
opportunity  to  enter  into  agreements  to  acquire 
the  said  lines  by  lease  and  purchase  ;  the  cost 
not  to  exceed  the  value  ascertained  by  a  Court 
of  inquiry,  presided  over  by  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  based  on  the  actual  cost  at 
which,  at  the  time  of  construction,  the  rail- 
ways could  have  been  constructed,  less  the  de- 
pceciation  and  deterioration  since  construction 
tiom  a  reduction  in  the  market  value  of  ma- 
terials and  wear  and  tear,  plus  any  amounts 
the  company-owners  of  the  said  railways  have 
been  or  may  be  authorized  to  levy  on  the  rate- 
payers up  to  the  31st  March  last;  it  being 
made  a  condition  that  all  proceedings  against 
ratepayers  shall  be  stopped,  and  all  amounts 
received  from  ratepayers  be  returned  to  them. 
The  Govemmonb  to  have  the  option,  up  to  one 
week  after  the  next  session  of  Parliament,  to 
pay  for  the  railways  by  4-per-cent.  rent-pur- 
dukse  bonds,  or  by  a  payment  of  one-third  in 
cash ;  the  balance  to  bear  4  per  cent,  interest, 
aud  to  be  paid  in  four  equal  annual  instal- 
ments. The  Government  next  session,  in  the 
event  of  such  agreement,  to  iutroduce  a  Bill  to 
make  the  ratepayers  liable  for  one-half  of  any 
amount  short  of  4  per  cent,  which  the  railways 
yield  after  paying  working  expenses,  plus  the 
cost  of  raising  the  rates.' " 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  am  glad  to  bo  able  to 
announce  that  the  Govemment.has  resolved  to 
propose  these  resolutions  in  a  manner  that  will 
not  be  open  to  aoiy  discussion  on  the  ground  of 
actual  or  implied  conflict  with  the  Legislative 
Council.  For  convenience*  sake  I  have  had  the 
resolution  as  amended  printed,  and  it  will  now 
be  distributed  among  honourable  members. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Do  I  understand  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposes  now  to  go  on 
ivith  the  discussion  of  the  amended  motion  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  think  that  the  usual  and 
convenient  course  would  be  for  me  to  explain, 
m  a  few  words,  the  object  of  the  resolution ; 
and  that  the  House  should,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  agree  that  we  should  to-morrow  con- 
sider the  resolution  in  Committee.    It  is  not 


usual  to  discuss  resolutions  of  this  kind  in  the-. 
House  unnecessarily.  Of  course  it  will  be 
open  for  members,  If  they  desire  it,  to  raise  a- 
discussion  in  the  House ;  but  I  would  ask  the 
House  for  leave  to  substitute  this  resolution! 
for  the  one  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  question  is,  That  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  have  leave  to  substitute  the 
following  resolution,  in  place  of  the  resolution 
on  the  Paper :  *•  That  this  House  will,  to-mor- 
row, resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  consider  the  following  resolution: 
»  That  the  difficulties  surrounding  the  railways 
constructed  under  the  District  Railways  Act,, 
and  the  hardships  to  which  the  ratepayers  are 
subjected  in  connection  therewith,  are  such, 
that  this  House  considers  the  Government 
should  seize  a  favourable  opportunity  to  enter 
into  agreements  to  acquire  the  said  lines  by 
lease  and  purchase :  such  agreements  to  be 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  Parliament,  and 
to  contain  a  provision  that,  until  Parliament, 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  such  ratificsL- 
tion,  all  proceedings  against  ratepayers  shall 
be  stopped.* " 

Leave  refused. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — As  there  are  one  or  two 
disseutient  voices,  I  cannot  put  the  resolution 
in  the  amended  form. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  have  not  had  time  to  con- 
sider this  resolution.  I  think  some  time  should 
be  given. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE. — It  appears  to  me  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw the  motion  on  the  Paper,  and  then  give 
notice  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Speaking  to  the  point  of  order, 
as  one  or  two  honourable  members  have  not. 
seen  fit  to  extend  the  usual  courtesy  to  the 
Government,  I  shall  not  ask  leave,  but  shall 
move  the  resolution  as  an  amendment  after- 
wards. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  should  like  the  Treasurer 
to  understand  that  I  am  not  doing  this  out  of 
any  discourtesy.  I  think,  if  he  considers  the 
question,  he  will  see  that  it  is  not  a  question 
of  courtesy  or  discourtesy.  When  the  original 
motion  was  put  upon  the  Paper  I  made  up 
my  mind  to  raise  a  question  of  order  which  I 
consider  of  some  importance,  and  I  informed 
the  Premier  that  I  intended  to  do  so.  When 
the  question  was  called  on,  it  was  withdrawn, 
and  an  altogether  new  motion  was  substituted 
for  it.  I  did  not  know  how  far  this  new  motion 
might  aftect  the  argument  that  I  was  prepared 
to  adduce  on  the  question  of  order.  Similarly, 
to-day  I  wanted  to  raise  a  question  of  order 
on  the  motion  as  it  appeared  on  the  Paper. 
Then,  at  the  very  moment  the  question  was 
being  called  on,  I  was  suddenly  told  that  that 
is  not  the  question,  but  something  else  new  to. 
me  is  to  be  the  question.  How  can  I  apply 
argument  to  a  thing  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  ?  It  is  not  a  question  of  courtesy  or  dis- 
courtesy at  all,  as  far  as  that  is  concerned. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Speaking  to  the  point  of 
order,  it  is  a  practice  in  some  Legislatures,  I 
think — ^notably  in  the  Americcbn  one — for  mem- 
bers to  be  allowed  to  put  prepared  speechea 
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m  Bansardf  or  in  the  equivaldnt  for  Hansard, 
Tvithout  speaking  in  the  House  at  all.  If  I 
nnderstand  the  honourable  gentl&man's  objec- 
tion rightly,  he  has  prepared  a  speech  for  the 
resolution  on  the  Paper 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  the  honour- 
tkble  member,  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  Is  in 
order. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  will  confine  myself  to  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  as  to  giving 
notice  to  the  Premier  that  he  would  raise  a 
point  of  order  upon  the  resolution  as  it  stands 
on  the  Order  Paper.  I  was  not  aware  of  his 
intention,  and  it  was  with  no  desire  to  disap- 
point him  that  the  alteration  was  made.  The 
alteration  was  made  because  the  Government 
-considered  it  was  a  more  desirable  motion  to 
submit  to  the  House;  and  it  appears  to  me, 
notwithstanding  what  preparation  may  have 
"been  made  with  regard  to  the  motion  on  the 
Order  Paper,  it  is  a  matter  of  ordinary  courtesy 
to  allow  the  Government  to  move  the  motion 
in  the  way  in  which  they  desire  to  do  so. 
If  any  honourable  gentleman  chooses  to  say 
"  No,"  of  course  we  can  move  it  as  it  stands, 
and  get  another  Minister  to  move  the  amend- 
ment. But  it  is  such  an  unusual  thing  to  deny 
the  Government  the  opportunity  of  making  a 
correction,  especially  when  they  have  gone  to 
the  trouble,  for  the  convenience  of  honourable 
members,  to  have  it  printed,  that.  I  really  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  how  such  a  refusal  can 
be  maintained.  Still,  any  honourable  member 
is  within  his  right  in  saying  "No;"  and,  if 
that  is  decided,  I  will  proceed  with  the  motion 
as  it  stands. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— What  I  wish  to  represent  is 
this :  that,  first  of  all,  there  were  cries  close  to 
me  of  a  very  unfair  nature  to  hurry  this  on. 
There  was  at  once  a  cry  of  **  Aye,"  and  an  evi- 
dent intention  to  hurry,  which  confused  me. 
Secondly,  I  can  see  that  this  is  a  totally  dif- 
ferent motion  from  that  on  the  Order  Paper.  I 
mean,  it  is  not  an  amendment,  but  an  entirely 
different  motion.  It  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance ;  I  have  not  had  time  to  consider 
it ;  and,  I  submit,  it  is  not  fair  to  propose  a 
motion  of  this  kind  without  time  being  given 
to  honourable  gentlemen  to  consider  it.  I  see 
that  an  agreement  is  to  be  made,  and  a  pro- 
vision put  into  it  of  a  peculiar  kind  which 
makes  it  operative,  in  part,  the  moment  the 
agreement  is  made,  and  yet  not  wholly  opera- 
tive till  Parliament  has  again  met.  I  shall  cer- 
tainly, if  I  can  by  any  legitimate  means,  object 
to  tills  motion  being  put  until  I  have  had  full 
time  to  consider  its  bearings.  I  did  not  get 
this  put  into  my  hand  until  after  the  motion 
had  been  put.  I  was  unusually  late  in  having 
it  put  into  my  hand.  I  say  it  is  not  fair,  by 
cries  in  the  House  or  by  other  means,  to  at- 
tempt to  hurry  us  to  a  decision.  I  shall  resist 
that,  as  most  improper,  and  resist  it  to  the  ut- 
most of  my  privileges  as  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  may  I  now  proceed  on 
the  lines  of  the  Order  Paper  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes.    If  there  is  an  objcc- 
iiion  to  allowing  the  motion  to  be  put  in  an 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


amended  form,  of  coarse  it  can  be  moved  in  thd 
form  in  which  it  stands  on  the  Paper.  Gene- 
rally, I  may  say  that  any  resolutions,  such  as 
this,  of  a  financial  nature  are  almost  bound  to 
be  discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
not  in  the  House.  The  ordinary  rule  is  to  take 
the  whole  discussion  on  financial  proposals  in 
Committee. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — I  do  not  intend  to  discuss 
the  constitutional  question  at  all,  or  to  enter 
into  any  question  largely.  I  simply  want  to 
raise  a  technical  question  of  parliamentary  xno- 
cedure.  I  may  say  to  the  Treasurer  that  it  will 
be  some  considerable  time  before  I  again  ap- 
peal to  his  sense  of  justice,  because  I  see  he 
is  so  eager  to  utter  a  sneer  against  a  political 
opponent  that  such  an  appeal  falls  upon  un- 
willing  ears.  I  have  no  set  speech  prepared ; 
but  I  will  raise  the  question  of  order  at  once, 
and  in  very  few  words.  I  take  it  that  the  sub- 
stance of  this  resolution  is  a  matter  that  has 
already  been  discussed  and  determined  by  this 
House.  It,  in  fact,  embodies  the  enacting 
proposals  of  a  Bill  which  was  discussed  in  this 
House  called  the  District  Railways  Leasing 
and  Purchasing  Bill.  That  has  been  deter- 
mined, not  only  by  this  House,  but  by  the 
Legislative  Council.  It  is,  however,  to  the 
decision  of  this  House  that  I  wish  to  refer  in 
now  raising  the  question  of  order.  If  you 
will  refer  to  May's  "  Parliamentary  Practice," 
Ninth  Edition,  page  328,  you  will  find  there 
these  words : — 

"  It  is  a  rule  in  both  Houses  not  to  permit 
any  question  or  Bill  to  be  offered  which  is  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  one  on  which  their  judg- 
ment has  already  been  expressed  in  the  current 
session.  This  is  necessary  in  order  to  avoid  con- 
tradictory decisions,  to  prevent  surprises,  and  to 
afford  proper  opportunities  for  determining  the 
several  questions  as  they  arise.  If  the  same 
question  could  be  proposed  again  and  again,  a 
session  would  have  no  end,  or  only  one  ques- 
tion could  be  determined ;  and  it  would  be 
resolved  first  in  the  affirmative  and  then  in  the 
negative,  according  to  the  accidents  to  which 
all  voting  is  liable." 

Now,  I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  argued 
•that  there  is  a  distinction  between  a  question 
and  a  Bill ;  but  I  take  it  that  the  whole  context 
of  this  paragraph  shows  that  it  is  the  matter 
which  is  referred  to,  whether  that  matter  be 
contained  in  a  question  or  in  a  Bill.  It  is 
the  matter  which  is  the  essential  thing,  and 
according  to  our  parliamentary  practice  it 
ought  not  to  be  debated  again  and  again,  for 
the  reasons  given.  It  is  evident  that,  althou^ 
a  question  may  not  be  a  Bill,  still  a  Bill  is 
always  a  question.  In  fact,  the  very  form  in 
which  you.  Sir,  put  it  from  the  chair  shows 
that  a  Bill  must  be  a  question,  for  you  put  ii, 
'*The  question  is,"  and  so  on.  The  reason 
given  in  the  concluding  portion  of  the  para- 
graph is  conclusive  ;  for,  **  if  the  same  question 
could  be  proposed  again  and  again,  a  session 
would  have  no  end."  That  shows  cleariy  that 
it  is  the  matter  which  is  referred  to,  whether 
that  matter  be  contained  in  a  question  or  in 
a  Bill.    I  take  it,  therefore,  that,  the  House 
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Mving  considered  and  decided  upon  the  matter 
now  before  the  House,  it  is  not  competent  now 
to  pat  that  question  from  the  chair.  Again, 
I  find  it  laid  down  that  **a  mere  alteration 
of  the  words  of  a  question,  without  any  sub- 
stantial change  in  its  object,  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  evade  this  rule."  I  take  it  that,  in  this 
case,  although  there  has  been  an  alteration  in 
the  woids,  yet  substantially  the  matter  of  the 
question  l^as  been  discussed  and  determined  by 
die  House  this  session,  and,  if  so,  the  question 
camiot  again  be  put  from  the  chair.  I  submit 
these  points  for  your  consideration,  Sir,  as  it  is 
an  important  matter  of  procedure  and  prece- 
dent, which  requires  to  be  carefully  determined. 
I  submit,  also,  that  it  is  not  out  of  any  dis- 
courtesy to  the  honourable  gentleman  that  I 
have  raised  the  question,  but  because  it  is  one 
of  great  importance  to  be  determined. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB. — ^I  have  given  my  best  con- 
sideration to  this  subject,  and  I  hope  my 
opinion  will  not  be  considered  too  fine-drawn. 
I  consider  that  this  House  transacts  its  busi- 
ness in  two  ways,  either  by  motions  or  by  Bills ; 
and  the  rule  of  Parliament  is  that,  if  a  motion 
is  disposed  of,  it  cannot  be  discussed  again. 
Similarly,  if  a  Bill  is  disposed  of,  another  Bill 
substantially  the  same  cannot  be  introduced 
during  the  same  session.  But,  referring  to  the 
Tery  chapter  to  which  the  honourable  member 
has  called  attention.  He  will  find  a  recent  in- 
stance where  the  House  of  Commons  deter- 
mined a  question  in  one  way  by  motion,  and 
yet  a  few  days  afterwards  it  allowed  a  Bill 
to  be  brought  in  dealing  with  the  question  in 
the  opposite  manner.  Therefore  I  consider 
that,  although  we  could  not  allow  a  second 
Bill  of  a  like  nature  to  be  brought  in  dealing 
with  the  subject,  still  there  is  this  precedent 
for  a  motion  relating  to  the  same  subject  being 
allowed  to  be  introduced.  The  instance  is 
this:— 

*'  On  the  5th  March,  1872,  a  resolution  was 
moved,  ixnpugning  the  general  operation  of 
*The  Elementary.  Education  Act,  1870,'  ajid 
exiomerating  several  points  in  which  it  failed, 
including  the  payment  of  school  fees  to  de- 
nominational schools.  In  opposition  to  it,  an 
amendment  was  earned  affirming  that  it  was 
too  soon  to  review  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 
On  the  23rd  April  Mr.  Gandlish  brought  forward 
a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal 
the  25th  clause  of  the  Education  Act,  which 
authorized  the  payment  of  school  fees  to  de- 
nominational schools.  Exception  was  taken  to 
his  motion  on  the  ground  that,  substantially, 
it  had  been  embraced  in  the  resolution  of  the 
5th  March,  and  excluded  from  consideration 
by  the  amendment.  But  it  was  held  that  a 
resolution  in  terms  so  general  could  not  prevent 
a  member  from  moving  for  leavo  to  brmg  in  a 
Bill  to  repeal  a  single  clause  of  the  Act." 

The  House  of  Commons  determined  one  day 
by  a  motion  that  it  was  too  soon  to  review  the 
pio\isions  of  the  Education  Act,  and  yet  within 
a  very  few  days  after  it  allowed  a  Bill  to  re- 
peal a  very  important  portion  of  that  Act  to 
be  introduced.  We  are  taking  the  converse  of 
that  course^  and,  a  measure  passed  by  this 


House  having  been  rejected  elsewhere,  we  pro- 
ceed to  express  our  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
the  Bill  by  means  of  a  motion. 

Mr.  STOUT.  —  I  may  give  an  instance  in 
point  in  what  occurred  last  session,  when  a  Bill 
was  introduced,  by  the  Ministry  of  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  a  member,  to  pro- 
vide for  an  inquiry  by  Waste  Lands  Boards  into 
cases  of  supposed  •*  dummyism."  The  Bill 
containing  that  provision  was  thrown  out  in 
the  other  House,  and  the  Government  intro- 
duced a  new  Bill  containing  all  the  provisions 
except  those  which  were  objected  to. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  — That  case  is  by  no 
means  parallel.  The  principle  laid  down  in 
May  is  very  distinct : — 

"  When  a  Bill  which  has  been  passed  in  one 
House  and  sent  to  the  other  is  there  rejected^ 
it  is  according  to  parliamentary  usage  that  *  a 
new  Bill  of  the  same  matter  may  bo  drawn 
and  begun  again  in  that  House  whereunto 
it  was  sent;'  and  such  Bill,  being  passed  in 
the  House  in  which  it  is  begun,  and  sent  to 
the  other,  may  be  there  proceeded  upon  and 


The  principle  is  this,  as  I  understand  it :  that,, 
when  a  House  rejects  a  Bill  for  certain  provi- 
sions in  the  Bill  which  it.  disapproves,  though 
it  may  not  disapprove  of  the  remaining  pro- 
visions, it  is  competent  to  it  to  lay  that  Bill 
aside,  and  then  to  entertain  a  new  Bill  based 
on  the  provisions  which  it  does  not  disapprove. 
The  principle  in  the  case  before  us — and  I  am 
speaking  eutogether  apart  from  your  ruling  on 
the  technical  point,  Sir — is,  whether  we  are 
entitled,  by  a  side-wind  or  in  any  other  way, 
to  counteract  the  decision  arrived  at  by  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  The  ques- 
tion which  was  brought  before  this  House  was 
rejected  by  the  other  House,  and  this  resolution 
purports  to  set  aside  that  decision  by  a  side- 
wind. In  fact,  we  are  asked  to  sanction  the 
entering -into  of  a  contract  which  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  when  appealed  to^ 
has  said  ought  not  to  be  entered  into.  The 
principle,  as  I  understand  it,  is  this :  that> 
when  a  certain  course  of  policy  is  based  upon 
an  enactment,  that  enactment,  proceeding  as- 
it  does  from  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,, 
can  only  be  modified  or  set  aside  by  both 
branches  of  the  Legislature.  Of  course  a  con- 
tract is  nothing  less  than  an  initiatory  step,  and 
means  undoubtedly  4iho  spending  of  money; 
and  this  contract  the  other  branch  of  tne 
Legislature  has  said  shall  not  be  entered 
into.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  course  we 
are  invited  to  take  is  really  an  evasion  of  the 
general  principles  stated  by  my  honourable 
friend  the  member  for  Waitotara — that,  when 
a  question  has  once  been  under  consideration 
and  disposed  of,  it  should  not  be  reopened 
during  the  same  session.  There  are  no  doubt 
a  number  of  precedents  which  show  that  that 
principle  has  been  established  and  acted  on.  I 
may  refer  to  the  question  of  the  paper  duties  : — 

"  In  1860  the  Commons  determined  to  bal- 
ance the  ways  and  means  for  the  service  of 
the  year  by  increasing  the  property-tax  and 
stamp  duties  and  repecJing  the  duties  on  paper» 
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The  increased  taxation  had  already  received 
the  assent  of  Parliament,  when  the  Lords  re- 
jected the  Paper  Duties  Repeal  Bill,  and  thus 
ovemiled  the  financial  arrangements  voted 
by  the  Commons.  That  House  was  naturally 
sensitive  to  this  novel  encroachment  upon  its 
peculiar  privileges;  hut — as  the  Lords  had 
•exercised  a  legal  right,  and  their  vote  was 
irrevocahle  during  that  session — it  was  judi- 
ciously resolved,  after  full  inquiry  and  con- 
sideration, to  maintain  the  privileges  of  the 
House,  not  by  vain  remonstrances,  but  by  the 
assertion  of  its  paramount  authority  in  the 
imposition  and  repeal  of  taxes,  in  a  manner  at 
once  dignified  and  practical." 

Then,  resolutions  were  passed  in  the  Com- 
mons, over  which  there  was  considerable  discus- 
sion, as  to  the  right  of  the  Lords  to  interfere 
■with  taxation ;  and  the  resolutions — passed  at 
the  instance  of  Lord  Palmerston — were  some- 
-what  contradictory ;  but  the  principle  was 
never  set  aside  that,  during  the  same  session, 
no  step  could  be  taken  which  would  infringe  a 
decision  of  the  Lords : — 

"Next  session  they  included  the  repeal  of 
these  duties  in  a  general  financial  measure  for 
granting  the  property-tax,  tea  and  sugar  duties, 
and  other  ways  and  means  for  the  service  of 
the  year,  which  the  Lords  were  constrained 
to  accept.  The  financial  scheme  was  pre- 
sented for  acceptance  or  rejection  as  a  whole, 
and  in  that  form  the  privileges  of  the  Commons 
were  secure ;  and  the  budget  of  each  year  has 
since  been  comprised  in  a  general  or  compo- 
site Act.** 

Now,  Sir,  our  contention  is  that  the  House 
is  attempting  to  set  aside  a  decision  of  the 
Upper  House  in  an  indirect  way  by  authoriz- 
ing a  contract  to  be  entered  into.  Then,  there 
is  another  point,  which  I  think  it  is  fair  to 
bring  before  the  House,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
first  importance  to  a  branch  of  the  Legislature 
which  has  a  voice  in  this  matter,  and  that  is 
the  Governor ;  and  I  say  that  the  whole  of  the 
precedents  on  this  subject  show  that  the  Go- 
vernor would  not  be  justified  in  entering  into 
a  contract  at  variance  with  the  decision  arrived 
a,t  by  the  Legislative  Council.  The  instruc- 
tions are  extremely  distinct.  It  was  in  respect 
of  the  Darling  grant : — 

**  The  Queen's  representative  ought  not  to  be 
xilade  the  instrument  of  enabling  one  branch  of 
the  Legislature  to  coerce  the  other ;  and  he 
therefore  ought  not  again  to  recommend  the 
vote  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Legislature  under 
the  57th  article  of  the  Constitution  Act,  ex- 
cept on  a  clear  understanding  that  it  will  be 
brought  before  the  Legislative  Council  in  a 
manner  which  will  enable  them  to  exercise 
their  discretion  respecting  it  without  the  ne- 
cessity of  throwing  the  colony  into  confusion." 

We  do  not  know  that  this  resolution  is  going 
to  the  Legislative  Council  as  well.  If  the  Go- 
vernment are  going  to  send  its  resolution  to 
the  Council,  there  might  possibly  be  something 
said  in  its  favour ;  but  I  think  the  course  we 
are  entering  upon  by  passing  this  resolution  is 
a  very  dangerous  one,  and  not  in  accord  with 
precedent.  There  is  another  precedent — the 
Mr,  Rollestan 


case  of  Mr.  Palmer,  which  is  given  also  in 
May.  l^Ir.  Palmer  was  a  gentleman  who  bad- 
in  consequence  of  plans  for  improved  posval 
commumcation,  got  a  grant  of  2^  per  oenA. 
"of  the  ii 


for  life  on  the  net  proceeds  of  the  incr 
of  postal  revenue,  which  was  equal  to 
£10,000  a  year.  A  Bill  was  passed,  in  sjnte 
of  the  Government,  to  secure  to  him  in  the 
future,  notwithstanding  that  he  had  been  dis- 
missed by  the  Government,  this  percenta^ 
for  life.  The  Bill  was  rejected,  the  Gov^cn- 
ment  opposing  it  in  the  Lords.  Then,  m 
resolution  was  passed  proposing  to  give  to  him 
the  arrears  of  the  percentage,  and  a  6iH 
was  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  giving  tha 
Loi*ds  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  grajot 
distinctly  from  other  grants  of  the  year.  Tha 
Bill  was  dropped,  and  the  Conunons  addressed 
the  Prince  Hegcnt,  the  House  assuring  him. 
that  next  3'ear  the  Government  would  Tnnlg^ 
good  the  contracts  they  would  enter  into.  Tha 
Lords  resented  this;  and  the  Prince  Kegenifc 
said  he  would  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of  tha 
Commons  whenever  the  means  should  be  pro- 
vided by  Parliament — that  was,  by  a  legisl&tiya 
Act  which  would  receive  the  concurrence  of 
both  Houses.  That  case  was  only  settled  when 
both  Houses  agreed  to  a  compromise,  and  a 
sum  of  money  was  voted  under  an  enactment 
which  both  Houses  had  an  opportunity  of  re- 
jecting. I  think  myself  that  the  propositiooi 
of  the  Government  is  an  exceedingly  onT^ise 
one,  and  I  think  it  is  creating  a  very  bad  prece- 
dent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  understood  the  hononr- 
able  member  was  speaking  not  so  much  on  the 
point  of  order — whether  the  same  subject  oould 
be  considered  twice  in  the  same  session  —  as 
whether  this  resolution  on  the  Order  Paper  ^vas 
constitutional.  If  this  House,  under  this  reso- 
lution as  originally  proposed,  assumed  to  itself 
the  power  to  expend  the  public  money  without 
any  reference  to  the  Legislative  Council,  it 
would  be  an  unconstitutional  question  for  me 
to  propose  from  the  chair;  but  I  understand 
that  the  Government  propose,  by  amendment* 
to  remove  all  particulars  of  such  an  unconsti- 
tutional nature  from  it,  and  therefore  I  shall 
feel  at  liberty  to  propose  such  amendments 
from  the  chair. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD.— Speaking  to  the  point 
of  order,  I  would  point  out  that  there  does  seem 
to  be  a  precedent  during  this  present  session  of 
Parliament.  I  mean  with  regard  to  the  Bill 
which  passed  this  House  proposing  to  abolish 
the  gold  duty.  As  it  passed  the  House,  the 
duty  was  to  be  abolished  on  a  date  fixed  hy 
the  Governor  in  Council.  That  Bill  was  thrown 
out  in  another  place.  Subsequently  a  Bill  was 
permitted  to  be  introduced  in  this  House,  and 
was  only  accidentally  prevented  from  bein|^ 
proceeded  with  —  the  Gold  Duties  Reduction 
Bill — one  of  the  provisions  of  which  was  that 
the  duty  should  absolutely  cease  in  1886.  It 
does  appear  to  me  that  the  question  was  simi- 
lar to  that  which  is  now  raised. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. —  I  do  not  consider  the 
cases  of  the  Gold  Duties  Bills  as  parallel  with 
the  case  now  under  consideration.    The  first 
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Bill,  the  Gold  Duty  Abolition  Bill,  proposed 
to  abolish  the  gold  duty  on  the  31st  March 
next.  The  other  Bill,  the  Gold  Duty  Reduc- 
tion Bill,  proposed  to  reduce  the  duty  to  one- 
half  the  present  rate  on  the  31st  March  next, 
imd  to  abolish  it  altogether  on  the  3l8t  March, 
1886. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  I  think  i^  would  have 
been  better,  after  the  admirable  remarks  you 
made  on  the  subject,  that  there  should  have 
been  no  further  discussion ;  but,  since  the 
honourable  member  for  Gteraldine  has  thought 
it  desirable  to  traverse  your  ruling,  I  will  say 
this :  that  it  does  not  seem  to  me 

Mr.  ROIiLESTON.-— I  raised  the  consti- 
tutional question,  apart  from  the  technical 
question. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  understood.  Sir,  that  you 
dealt  with  the  constitutional  question,  and  the 
honourable  gentleman  also  raised  the  constitu- 
tional question,  as  to  an  antagonism  with  the 
Upper  House  in  this  resolution  as  it  stands, 
apart  from  the  question  of  dealing  with  a 
twice-dealt-with  measure.  One  must  look  at 
these  things  not  from  too  narrow  a  point  of 
view;  bat,  since  the  honourable  gentleman 
thought  it  desirable  not  only  to  introduce  the 
Legislative  Council  into  this  House,  but  to 
discuss  the  question  whether  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  would  be  alive  to  the  performance 
of  his  duties  and  instructions,  I  did  not  think 
it  right  to  interrupt  him,  inadvisable  as  such 
a  reference  is  on  the  question  that  has  been 
raised.  The  Bill  was  thrown  out  by  the  other 
bnmch  of  the  Legislature  upon  the  avowed 
ground  that  it  could  not  amend  the  Bill ; 
«nd  therefore  you  have  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion, whether  this  resolution  is  of  precisely  the 
same  nature,  or  may  not  be  in  conformity 
with  the  desire  of  the  Legislative  Council  that 
the  measure  may  be  dealt  with  in  some  modi- 
£dd  form,  the  Bill  having  been  thrown  out 
expressly  on  the  statement  that  it  could  not 
he  amended.  I  want  to  know  how  you  are  to 
draw  this  line  —  how  narrowly  or  how  far. 
J)oe8  the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine 
mean  to  say  that  we  must  not  deal  with  dis- 
tzict  railways  at  all  this  session,  because 
ihe  Bill  was  thrown  out  ?  The  Bill  which  was 
thrown  oat  was  framed  upon  the  basis  that 
the  agreements  with  the  companies  were  final, 
and  fikat  the  House  had  passed  them,  and 
•was  bound  by  them  when  the  Bill  passed. 
.The  resolution  as  it  now  stands,  and  more 
^specially  as  it  is  amended,  puts  it  on  an  en- 
■^rely  different  footing,  inasmuch  as  the  House 
does  not  give  its  sanction  at  all  to  the  agree- 
ments this  sessibn,  but  loaves  them  open  for 
iature  consideration.  The  question  is  one  that 
■must  be  dealt  with  in  some  manner.  Does  the 
honourable  member  mean  to  contend  that,  be- 
.caose  the  District  Bailways  Bill  does  not  find 
Acceptance  in  another  place,  therefore  the  mat- 
ter is  not  to  be  dealt  with  in  another  man- 
lier? It  comes  to  this :  that  the  amendment 
which  the  Government  has  brought  down  an- 
sweiB  in  three-fourths  the  objections  raised  by 
iftie  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  to  that 
.part  of  the  question  which  has  not  been  settled 


by  your  ruling— namely,  as  to  conflicts  with  the 
other  House.  If  the  House  still  refuses  us 
permission  to  bring  the  motion  on  in  the  form 
we  wish  it,  we  shall  propose  it  as  it  stands  on 
the  Order  Paper,  and  my  colleague  will  move 
an  amendment.  That  is  an  inconvenient 
course,  and  is  setting  up  a  precedent  that 
other  Governments  may  find  as  inconvenient 
as  we  do  ourselves. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— By  way  of  explanation,  Sir,  I 
may  say  that  I  did  not  overlook  the  case  you 
cited ;  but  I  thought  it  meant  in  its  implica^ 
tion  exactly  tho  opposite  of  the  view  you  took 
of  it.  It  was  held  that  a  resolution  in  terms  so 
general  could  not  prevent  a  member  from  mov- 
ing, and  so  on.  I  gather,  from  that,  that  if  the 
resolution  had  been  sufl&ciently  specific  it  cer- 
tainly would  have  prevented  the  honourable^ 
member  from  moving  it.  In  the  present  case 
this  resolution  is  almost  a  verbatim  re-embodi- 
ment of  the  measure  that  wsbs  previously  dealt 
with.  However,  Sir,  I  submit  at  once  to  your 
ruling. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  do  not  dispute  the 
general  principle  of  the  rule  of  Parliament  that 
the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  quotes, 
and  which  I  regard  as  essential  to  the  conduct 
of  the  business  of  the  session.  But  such  rule, 
if  invariably  enforced  and  too  strictly  applied, 
might  most  seriously  fetter  the  discretion  of 
Parliament  by  rendering  its  decisions  irrevoc- 
able for  another  year.  I  therefore  feel  con- 
strained to  adhere  to  the  opinion  I  have 
already  given. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— Speaking  to  the 
question  of  order:  in  an  American  book  on 
parliamentary  practice,  by  Gushing,  the  ruling 
which  you  have  given  seems  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  practice  there,  founded  on  the 
practice  in  England.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  (Section  2313.)  The  general  rule  being,  as 
already  stated,  that  no  question  can  be  a 
second  time  moved  upon  which  the  judgment 
of  the  House  has  already  been  expressed,  it 
follows  not  only  that  no  resolution  or  Bill  can 
be  introduced  which  proposes  to  do  what  the 
House  has  declared  shall  not  be  done,  but  aJso 
that  no  two  resolutions,  nor  any  two  Bills,  con- 
tradictory to  each  other,  can  be  passed  in  the 
same  session,  and  consequently  that  no  motion 
or  proposition,  preliminary  to  such  contradic- 
tory legislation,  can  be  regularly  introducedt" 

It  seems  to  be  not  an  uncommon  practice 
to  bring  in  a  resolution  which  may  be  carried 
unanimously,  and  subsequently  to  kitroduoe 
a  Bill  giving  effect  to  it,  which  may  be  re- 
jected. The  two  modes  of  procedure  seem  to  be 
distinct.  The  mere  fact  of  a  Bill  boing  brought 
in  to  carry  out  what  has  been  declared  by  reso- 
lution does  not  come  within  the  rule  as  to 
introducing  business  in  the  same  form.  In 
other  words,  not  only  the  matter,  but  the 
form  of  procedure,  must  be  similar.  So  long  as 
we  do  not  violate  the  rule  against  introducing 
in  the  same  session  a  Bill  in, reversal  of  a  deci- 
sion already  come  to  on  a'  Bill,  it  does  not 
amount  to  any  violation  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  W.  P.  BUCKLAND.— I  can  see  a  great 
difierence  between  a  Bill  and  a  motion.    When. 
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you  move  a  motion,  you  merely  affirm  the 
principle.  The  Bill  afterwards  affirms  that 
principle,  and  it  goes  to  the  Upper  House. 
But  when  we  pass  a  Bill  in  the  first  place, 
•which  is  rejected  by  the  Upper  House,  then 
I  think  we  are  degrading  our  legislation  by 
moving  a  motion  which  does  on  a  smaller  scale 
that  which  was  done  by  the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Now  that  the  atmosphere, 
•which  was  considerably  charged,  has  been 
cleared,  we  may  consider  this  resolution  with- 
out any  ebullition  of  feeling — without  import- 
ing into  it  any  difficult  or  extraneous  question. 
At  any  rate,  my  reference  to  the  other  House 
in  the  matter  will  be  of  the  very  smallest 
amount. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Do  I  understand  the 
9  honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  debate  the 
question  to-day  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  I  am  altogether  in  the 
hands  of  the  House.  I  understood  it  was  the 
desire  of  the  honourable  member  for  Waito- 
tara  and  other  honourable  members  that  the 
Government  should  state  their  reasons,  and 
ask  that  a  future  day  be  appointed  for  going 
into  Committee. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  prefer  that  the  debate  should 
take  place  on  a  future  day.  I  xmderstand  the 
honourable  member  himself  prefers  to  adopt 
that  course.  We  have  not  had  notice  of  this 
new  motion.  If  the  honourable  member  moves 
it  now  as  a  matter  of  form,  he  can  go  more 
fully  into  the  subject  on  a  future  occasion,  and 
honourable  members  will  then  have  a  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  of  the  resolution  which  they 
have  not  now. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — In  compliance  with  the 
honourable  gentleman's  request,  I  will  now 
merely  move,  That  the  House  go  intg  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to-morrow  to  consider  this 
resolution. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

WEST  COAST  SETTLEMENT  RESERVES 
BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  TE  AO  moved.  That  the  Bill  be  recom- 
mitted, for  the  purpose  of  adding  the  following 
words  to  clause  4  :  '*  The  Public  Trustee  shall 
not  sell  the  land  over  which  he  has  authority 
unless  the  Native  owners  of  such  land  first  con- 
sent to  such  sale." 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Public  Trustee  had 
no  power  of  sale  ;  he  was  absolutely  prohibited 
from  selling  the  land ;  and  therefore  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  un- 
necessary. 

Mr.  PERE  thought  the  request  of  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Western  Maori 
District  was  a  reasonable  one,  because  a  great 
number  of  Acts  were  mentioned  in  this  Bill. 
The  whole  of  the  former  Acts  had  been  incorpo- 
rated in  this  measure.  There  was  also  provi- 
sion made  in  this  Bill  for  removing  restrictions. 
If  the  Public  Trustee  had  no  power  to  sell 
this  land,  why  should  power  be  given  him  to 
remove  restrictions  ?  What  was  the  object  in 
having  them  removed  ?  Although  the  Native 
Mr,  W.  F,  Buckland 


Minister  had  stated  that  the  Public  Trustee 
had  no  power  of  sale,  still  the  Natives  would 
like  to  see  that  clearly  expressed  in  the  BiH. 
Only  a  lawyer  could  know  the  real  meaning  ol 
the  terms  used  in  the  Bill.  There  were  a  great 
many  references  in  the  Bill  to  former  Ac^, 
of  which  the  Natives  did  not  know  the  mean* 
ing,  and  which  might  misleskd  them.  The  Bill 
said  that  the  Public  Trustee  would  have  power 
to  give  the  land.  Now,  that  word  had  a  very 
wide  meaning.  It  might  mean  leasing,  selling, 
exchanging,  or  something  else.  If  the  proposed 
amendment  were  made  in  the  Bill,  it  would 
satisfy  the  Maoris. 

Sir  G.  GREY  would  put  it  to  the  Native 
Minister  whether  there  was  anything  objee-  *i 
tionable  in  adding  the  words  proposed  by  Uie      | 
honourable   member   for  the   Western  Maori      i 
District.     It  was   very  difficult  to  tell  what 
was  the  meaning  of  the  Bill  in  several  parts 
without  reference  to  former  Acts.     It  should 
be  put  in  such  a  way  that  the  Natives  co^ld 
thoroughly  understand  it. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  was  absolutely  cer- 
tain that  the  PubHo  Trustee  had  no  power 
of  sale.  If  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Western  Maori  District  was  very  anxious  to 
have  the  amendment  made,  it  could  be  inserted 
in  the  Bill  in  another  place. 

Mr.  BRYCE  pointed  out  that  the  insertioit 
of  the  proposed  words  in  the  Bill  might  do 
harm  even  from  the  mover's  own  point  o£ 
view.  There  was  no  power  of  sale  at  presenti 
iELnd,  if  words  were  added  to  the  effect  that  the 
Public  Trustee  should  not  sell  land  without  the 
consent  of  the  owners,  they  might  imply  that 
the  Public  Trustee  might  sell  with  their  con- 
sent. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

LAND  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  the  amendments  made 
in  Committee  be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  he  did  not  propose 
to  make  any  opposition  to  agreement  with  the 
amendments,  for  he  quite  recognized  that  the 
sooner  the  BUI  was  sent  up  to  another  place 
the  better ;  but  he  wished  to  point  out  thet 
there  were  a  number  of  clauses  which  would 
require  amendment.  He  might  refer  particu- 
larly to  clause  20,  which  dealt  with  valuations 
of  improvements,  and  there  were  two  or  three 
others  that  required  attention.  Speaking  gene- 
rally, the  Bill  contained  a  good  mcmy  ueeful 
provisions,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  it  passed. 
But  he  did  not  regard  the  Bill,  nor  did  he  sup- 
pose that  the  Minister  of  Lands  regard^  the 
Bill,  as  one  which  would  give  what  the  people 
wanted  in  the  way  of  a  more  liberal  land  law. 
In  respect  of  initiating  a  system  of  small  pas- 
toral leaseholds  with  perpetual  tenure  there 
was  a  great  want  in  the  Bill,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  next  Land  Bill  brought  down  would 
include  clauses  similar  to  those  which  wera 
carried  in  the  House  last  session,  and  that 
those  clauses  would  be  passed  and  beoomo 
law,  because  he  believed  that  that  mode  of 
settlement  was  very  much  desired  throughout 
the  country,  ajid  would  be  applicable  to  bo^ 
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Islands.  He  was  quite  sure  that  the  Bill  would 
come  down  from  the  Council  with  a  large  num- 
ber of  technical  amendments. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  quite  recognized 
the  correctness  of  what  the  honourable  member 
had  said  in  reference  to  clause  20,  and  amend- 
ments would  be  proposed  in  that  and  other 
elanses.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  generally,  it 
was  far  from  coming  up  to  his  own  standard 
of  what  the  land  law  snould  be ;  but  it  had 
been  impossible  to  do  more  this  session.  The 
honourable  member  had  recognized  that  there 
were  some  useful  clauses  in  the  Bill,  and  he 
(Mr.  Ballance)  had  no  doubt  that  the  Bill 
would  assist  in  the  promotion  of  settlement. 

Amendments  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

WELLINGTON  COLLEGE  RESERVES 
CONFIRMATION  BILL. 

A.DJOURNED   DKBATE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  had  no  further  remarks  to 
make  on  this  Bill,  as  he  understood  a  compro- 
mise had  been  arrived  at,  with  which  he  was 
satisfied. 

Mr.  MACARTHXJR  said  that,  as  it  would 
be  useless  for  a  private  member  to  oppose  a 
Bill  of  this  kind  when  taken  up  by  the  Govern- 
ment, he  would  not  detain  the  House.  Still, 
he  must  say  that  he  did  not  agree  to  giving 
these  reserves  from  the  country  for  higher 
education,  as  that  was  a  principle  to  which  he 
had  always  been  opposed. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  that,  when  the  Bill  had 
been  before  the  House  on  a  previous  occasion, 
he  had  been  reported  as  saying  that  he  was 
opposed  to  higher  education ;  but  that  was  not 
by  any  means  the  case.  His  reason  for  oppos- 
ing the  Bill  was  that  it  took  from  a  district 
that  to  which  the  district  was  entitled.  No 
doubt  these  reserves  had  been  set  aside  for 
higher  education ;  but  why  should  the  City  of 
Wellington  be  so  greedy,  and  try  to  absorb  to 
itself  endowments  which  were  made  for  the 
benefit  of  country  districts  ?  He  would  ask  Mr. 
Speaker  whether,  the  Bill  having  been  intro- 
duced into  another  place  by  a  private  member, 
and  dealing  as  it  did  with  public  lands,  it  was 
not  a  money  Bill,  and  ought  not  therefore  to 
have  the  consent  of  the  Crown  before  it  was  in- 
troduced into  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  could  not  say  whether  the 
honourable  member  who  had  introduced  the 
Bill  into  the  Legislative  Council  had  received 
the  consent  of  the  Crown  or  not ;  but  he  could 
not  hold  that  this  was  a  money  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WESTLAND  EDUCATION  DISTRICT  SUB- 
DIVISION BILL. 
On  the  motion,  That  this  Bill  be  committed, 
Mr.  MENTEATH  said  he  wished  to  put  be- 
fore the  House  the  real  issue  involved  in  this 
Bill.    This  was  not  a  question  of  objecting  to 
any  particular  clause ;  it  was  one  of  principle. 
The  question  involved  was,  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  carry  on  the  present  educational 
system  in  Westland  or  not.     The  Westland 
Education  District  was  the  smallest  but  one  in 
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point  of  number  of  schools,  and  the  smallest 
but  two  in  point  of  number  of  scholars,  in  New 
Zealand.  It  was  proposed  by  this  Bill  to  sub> 
divide  that  district — so  small  already  that  it 
could  hardly  stagger  along  under  the  expenses 
of  majiagement — into  two  smaller  ones,  involv- 
ing, of  course,  greatly  -  increased  expenses  of 
management.  The  Premier  had  said  that  he 
brought  in  this  Bill  in  order  to  give  effect  to 
legislation  of  last  session.  It  was  quite  true 
that  a  Bill  was  passed  last  session  subdividing 
the  Education  District  of  Westland  into  two ; 
but  he  ventured  to  think  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment, in  helping  to  pass  that  Bill,  had 
ground  which  was  wanting  to  the  present 
Government,  in  giving  effect  to  it.  When  the 
Bill  was  passed  last  session  the  members  of 
the  House  representing  the  two  divisions  of  • 
the  education  district  coincided  in  supporting 
^  ^the  Bill,  and  the  late  Government  apparently 
took  it  for  granted  that  therefore  it  was  only 
legitimate  and  giving  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the 
population  that  the  Bill  should  pass  into  law. 
But  a  different  state  of  things  was  before  the 
House  now.  It  was  proposed  to  divide  the 
Education  District  of  Westland  into  north 
and  south  districts,  and  they  had  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  southern  portion  asking  them 
to  give  effect  to  the  measure  of  last  session, 
whilst  the  representative  of  the  northern  por- 
tion was  as  strongly  opposed  to  effect  being 
given  to  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
would  be  only  fair  if  the  Premier  would  not 
push  this  Bill  through  the  House,  but  would 
accede  to  the  request  made  by  the  northern 
portion  of  the  district  on  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  district.  The  Premier,  in  intro- 
ducing the  Bill,  only  said  two  things.  He 
said,  tirst,  that  it  was  to  give  effect  to  the  legis- 
lation of  last  session;  and,  secondly,  that  he 
exceedingly  regretted  to  find  that  the  people  of 
Westland  could  not  agree  among  themselves. 
That  showed  very  plainly  that  the  feeling  of 
the  Premier  was  not  very  strongly  in  favour  of 
giving  effect  to  the  Act  of  last  session.  The 
Bill  had  one  other  advocate,  and  that  was 
the  honourable  member  for  Kumara,  who  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  giving  effect  to  the  Act  of 
1883 ;  and  the  reasons  given  by  that  honourable 
member  he  would  deal  with.  The  honourable 
gentleman  first  said  that  the  members  for  the 
whole  district,  and  the  people  also,  supported 
him  in  the  action  which  ne  took  last  session  in 
regard  to  the  Bill ;  but  he  (Mr.  MenteatVi)  ven- 
tured to  say  that,  if  a  poll  were  taken  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Westland  Education  District 
and  the  results  were  placed  before  the  House,, 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  people  were  very 
much  opposed  to  the  proposal  contained  in  the- 
measure.  As  to  the  fact  of  the  Groymouth 
representative  agreeing  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Kumara  in  trying  to  get  the  dis- 
trict subdivided,  he  might  say  that  he  was  in- 
formed that  that  gentleman  had  no  authority 
from  his  constituents  for  taking  such  a  course. 
He  was  not  going  to  take  up  time  in  explaining 
that  gentleman's  conduct  or  reasons  for  trying 
to  push  the  Bill  through  without  consulting 
t'ae  wishes  of  his  constituents,  as  that  waa 
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quite  irrelevant  to  the  question.  The  second 
reason  given  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Kumara  for  pushing  the  Bill  through  was  that 
the  legislation  of  1883  had  been  passed  after 
very  careful  consideration,  and  after  an  exami- 
nation had  been  made  of  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case.  However,  as  the  Premier  had 
just  made  a  suggestion  which  he  was  ready 
to  accept,  he  would  say  no  more  on  the  ques- 
tion on  this  occasion,  but  would  reserve  any 
remarks  which  he  had  to  make  until  the  Bill 
got  into  Committee. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  would  just  like  to  say  that, 
as  a  representative  of  one  portion  of  the  district 
which  it  was  proposed  to  subdivide,  he  would, 
when  the  Bill  got  into  Committee,  do  all  he 
could  to  prevent  the  subdivision  taking  place. 
•When  the  2nd  clause  of  the  Bill  came  on 
for  consideration,  he  would,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua, 
endeavour  to  use  such  arguments  as  would,  he 
thought,  convince  the  House  that  this  was  an 
improper  measure  to  pass,  and  he  would  then 
suggest  that  it  would  not  be  wise  to  revive  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  last  session. 

Bill  committed. 

BKET-ROOT  SUGAR  BILL. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL,  in  moving  the  second  reading 
•of  this  Bill,  said, — This  Bill  proposes  the  intro- 
duction of  a  most  important  industry.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  there  are  many  honourable  mem- 
bers who  are  bettor  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject than  I  am,  although  I  have  given  some 
amount  of  attention  to  it.  So  long  ago  as  1876 
a  very  elaborate  paper  was  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, in  which,  in  regard  to  beet-root  sugar 
manufacture  and  production,  a  great  deal  of 
information  was  obtained  from  various  coun- 
tries. Since  that  time,  the  production  of  beet- 
root sugar  has  increased  to  a  great  extent. 
I  believe  it  may  be  said  that,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  the  greater  part  of  Europe 
now  entirely  depends  on  beet  sugar,  to  the 
exclusion  of  cane  sugar.  Regarding  the  ques- 
tion as  it  affects  New  Zealand,  I  shall  have  to 
ask  the  indulgence  of  honourable  members, 
for  I  know  that  when  one  has  to  read  a  large 
number  of  extracts  it  deprives  the  remarks 
made  of  that  amount  of  interest  which  verbal 
communications  present.  I  shall  have  to  bring 
forward  authorities  of  various  kinds,  and  to 
make  cemments  upon  them,  so  as  not  to  leave 
honourable  members  in  doubt  of  the  source 
from  which  I  have  obtained  the  information  I 
propose  to  lay  before  them.  The  importation 
into  New  Zealand  of  sugar  amounts  to  over 
half  a  million  sterling.  During  the  year  1883 
it  amounted  to  over  £600,000.  The  manufac- 
ture of  sugar,  which  it  is  proposed  by  this  Bill 
to  encourage,  will  not  aim  only  at  the  pro- 
duction of  sugar;  but  the  residuum  from  the 
beet-root  is  valuable,  and  the  residuum  from 
sorghum  is  also  very  valuable.  ■  The  residuum 
from  the  beet  is  especially  valuable  in  the  pro- 
duction of  meat,  and  in  connection  with  dairy 
operations  ;  so  that,  besides  aiming  at  keeping 
in  the  colony  the  large  amount  of  money  annu- 
ally sent  out  of  it  for  sugar,  we  have  to  con- 
Mr.  Menteath 


sider  the  indirect  advantages  which  may  be 
derived  in  the  raising  of  stock  and  in  doiiy 
operations.  I  may  read  to  the  House  a  short 
extract  from  a  very  well-informed  and  interest- 
ing paper,  the  Canterbury  TimeSi  with  a  view 
of  showing  what  large  results  may  be  expected 
from  such  an  industry.    It  says, — 

<*  A  movement  is  now  on  foot,  having  for  its 
object  the  establishing  beet-root  factories  in 
England  and  Ireland,  with  a  view  to  enabling 
the  farmers  of  those  countries  to  supplement 
their  curtailed  sources  of  revenue.  It  is  pre- 
cisely for  this  same  reason  that  we  in  New 
Zealand  should  endeavour  to  establish  such 
industries  as  will  enable  us  still  to  retain  our 
prosperity  in  the  face  of  a  declining  wheat 
market. 

"  The  Value  of  beet-root  pulp  for  feeding  pur- 
poses, according  to  Boussingault,  is  as  follows : 
51b.  of  beet  are  equal  to  lib.  of  dry  hay  in 
nutritive  powder  for  feeding  purposes.  Beet- 
root pulp,  after  it  has  been  pressed  for  the  ex- 
traction of  the  juice,  has  the  same  value  qa  the 
original  which  produced  it,  weight  for  weight, 
so  that  its  price  may  readily  be  established  on 
the  basis  of  4^1b.  of  pulp  being  equivalent  to 
lib.  of  dry  hay— that  is,  lOWb.  of  pulp  to  221b. 
of  good  hay." 

Now,  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  wonderful  effect  of  this  industry  in 
France,  as  shown  especially  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Town  of  Valenciennes.  A  French 
writer,  speaking  of  beet  sugar,  says, — 

**  In  the  first  rank  of  culture  there  is  one 
which  has  been  developed  almost  entirely 
since  1789,  and  which,  perhaps,  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  greatest  agricultural  con- 
quest of  our  time  —  sugar-beet  root.  It  was 
feared  at  the  commencement  that  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  sugar  beet  would  curtail  the  pro- 
duction of  beef  and  com  by  occupying  the  best 
lands  and  exhausting  them ;  but  this  wus  an 
unfounded  fear,  in  so  far  as  regards  the  best- 
cultivated  lands.  It  has  been  proved  at  the 
present  time  that  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  in 
creating  a  new  source  of  profit,  also  increases  . 
other  productions  of  the  soil.  The  extraction 
of  the  saccharine  matter  deprives  the  root  of 
but  a  part  of  its  elements ;  the  pulp  and  leaves 
afford  abundant  food  for  animals,  and  the  pro- 
fits of  sugar-manufacture  enable  the  fertuity 
of  the  soil  to  be  indefinitely  increased  by  the 
purchase  of  chemical  manures  {cngraiscommer- 
ciaux).  In  1853  the  Town -of  Valenciennes,  the 
principal  locality  of  this  industry,  was  able  to 
erect  a  triumphal  arch  with  these  significant 
words  thereon  :  '  Yield  of  wheat  in  the  district 
before  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  363,000  hec- 
tolitres [a  hectolitre  =  22  Imp.  gal.  very  nearly] ; 
num  ber  of  cattle,  700.  Yield  of  wheat  after  the 
establishment  of  the  sugar  industry,  421,000 
hectolitres  ;  number  of  cattle,  11,600.*  '* 

Sir,  it  is  supposed  by  many  people  to  whom 
I  have  talked  on  this  subject  that,  because  it 
maj"  bo  neccsFary  to  encourage  this  industry  at 
the  starting  by  State  assistance  in  one  shape 
or  another,  such  apsistance  will  have  to  be 
continued  to  that  industry.  Such  is  far  from 
being  the  case.    In  fact,  the  receipts  derived 
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in  the  shape  of  Excise  dtities  from  the  manu- 
&ctare  of  beet  sugar  in  Europe  are  very  large. 
I  have  before  me  some  particulars  in  reference 
to  Germany.  In  1840  the  gross  receipts  from 
beet  sugar  amounted  to  £6,037,  in  1850-^1  the 
amonnt  received  was  £220,894,  in  18JB0-61  the 
unotmt  received  was  £1,100,776,  and  in  1873-74 
the  revenue  from  this  source  was  £2,828,011. 
The  increase  in  the  amount  of  revenue  derived 
is  very  significant,  as  indicating  the  probable 
effect  of  introducing  this  industry  into  the 
colony.  Now,  Sir,  I  would  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  an  extract  from  the 
''Transactions  of  the  New  Zealand  Institute." 
The  high  price  of  lahour  in  this  colony,  as  com- 
plied with  the  price  of  labour  in  Europe,  has 
been  regarded  as  a  bar  to  the  success  of  this 
iodnstzyin  New  Zealand.  There  arc  a  great 
many  people  in  New  Zealand  who  take  a  great 
interest  in  this  subject ;  and  one  among  them 
is  Mr.  George  Graham,  of  Auckland,  who  not 
4»ly  takes  an  interest  in  raising  seed  in  the 
colony,  but  also  takes  great  interest  in  watch- 
ing the  results,  especially  the  commercial  re- 
salts,  of  this  industry  in  Europe.  In  a  paper 
read  by  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Auckland,  before  the  New 
Zealand  Institute,  he  says, — 

"Mr.  George  S.  Graham  saw  in  Belgium  the 
books  of  a  sugar  company,  which  showed  that 
for  seven  years  they  hod  averaged  15,372  tons 
beet  used  per  annum,  the  percentage  of  sugar 
^36,  and  the  profit  actually  paid  in  dividends 
2757  per  cent.  Though  this  shows  less  than 
afl  the  foregoing  estimates,  yet  included  in  that 
there  may  be  trade  losses,  which  arc  not  taken 
into  account  in  the  former  estimates. 

"As  to  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  labour 
in  New  Zealand  and  on  the  Continent,  I  do 
not  think  much  of  that,  as  our  land  is  cheaper, 
^d  hence  there  is  less  interest  or  rent  to  pay, 
less  taxation,  and  with  approved  appliances  for 
<nltivation  it  ought  to  be  as  cheap  to  produce 
beet  here  as  in  Europe,  and  here  20s.  per  ton 
ffii.^ht  be  paid  for  the  roots  instead  of  IGs., 
»hieh  seems  to  he  the  average  price  paid  else- 
•where." 

^cm  I  shall  read  a  report  which  Dr. 
Hector  has  been  good  enough  to  make  for 
inc.  In  regard  to  the  productiveness  of  the 
lont  Dr.  Hector  does  not  speak  very  favour- 
ably;  but  I  shall  ask  honourable  members  to 
<Tn5ider  what  other  persons  who  have  made 
^iperiments  say  in  connection  with  expcri- 
nients  that  have  been  going  on  in  various  parts 
of  the  colony  as  to  the  saccharine-producing 
qnalities  of  the  root.  Dr.  Hector  says,  in  his 
njtmorandum, — 

'•  Experiments  have  now  extended  over  nine 
^'fars,  and  a  large  number  of  analyses  have 
ben  made.  Tlie  seed  in  all  cases  has  been 
<^f  the  best  varieties,  and  was  imported  and 
'i«tributed  by  Government.  The  cultivation 
Us  been  conducted  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances, and  <;^enerally  in  ignorance  of  the  best 
methods,  so  that  it  is  only  fair  to  select  for 
comparison  the  maximum  results  arrived  at,  as 
tbe  low  percentages  frequently  obtained  were 
^ne  cither  to  taking  the  crop  while  unripe,  or 
*fter  sprouting  had  commenced  to  re-convert 


part  of  the  sugar.  The  chief  conditions  that 
control  the  production  of  beet  sugar  are :  {a.\ 
Average  temperature  of  the  autumn  monms. 
(b.)  Average  monthly  rainfall  in  summer,  (c.) 
The  character  of  the  soil.  Averaging  in  these 
respects  the  results  for  various  districts,  and 
comparing  them  with  the  averages  for  the 
North  European  beet-sugar-producing  districts, 
we  obtain  the  following  table  : — 


Locality. 

hi 

OB 

H 

hi 

Europe 

691 

2-6 

20 

140 

New  Zealand — 

Auckland 

60-4 

2-6 

8-4 

Taranaki 

68-6 

8-6 

r-t 

8-7 

Napier 

58-G 

1-8 

B 

8-4 

Wellington 

560 

1-8 

<N 

8-7 

Christchurch  .. 

52-5 

2-4 

r-i 

8-2 

.  _ 
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*'  The  causes  of  the  deficiency  of  sugar  in 
the  New-Zealand-grown  beets  are,  I  believe, 
the  following :  1.  Ignorance  of  the  best  mode 
of  cultivation  ;  2.  The  proper  seasons  for  sow- 
ing and  pulling  not  having  been  ascertained 
by  experience  founded  on  analyses  of  samples 
taken  at  different  times ;  8.  The  deficiency  of 
phosphates  and  of  potash  salts  in  tlie  soil  in  the 
form  in  which  the  beet  can  assimilate  the  sub- 
stances which  are  absolutely  essential  to  the 
production  of  sugar." 

It  will  be  seen  that  these  experiments  have 
been  made  with  importations  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment ;  but  other  experiments  independent 
of  these  have  been  made  in  the  Rangitikci  and 
in  the  Waikato  Districts.  *  Well,  Sir,  I  think 
Dr.  Hector  places  the  productiveness  of  the 
root  in  Europe  at  a  somewhat  high  rate.  At 
such  a  rate  as  14  per  cent,  the  production 
would  be  enormously  profitable  ;  and  I  do  not 
think  that  Dr.  Hector  has  taken  sufiicicnt  cog- 
nizance of  the  fact  that  a  great  many  of  the 
roots  he  analysed  were  produced  under  what 
he  admits  were  rather  untoward  circumstances. 
As  far  as  I  can  ascertain  from  good  authorities, 
wherever  barley  will  grow,  beet-root  will  grow 
as  well  if  not  better.  Now,  I  may  say  that 
the  reports  which  I  have  from  other  sources 
than  Dr.  Hector  give  me  a  much  more  favour- 
able impression  of  the  productiveness  of  the 
beet  in  this  colony.  I  have  a  report  showing 
the  results  of  a  series  of  experiments  by  Dr. 
Curl,  of  the  Rangitikei  District,  and  these  ex- 
periments show  that  it  grows  to  greater  advan- 
tage in  New  Zealand  than  in  Europe.  For 
example,  Dr.  Curl  gives  the  following  results  : — 

*'  The  seeds  which  were  obtained  from  France 
and  Germany  were  said  to  have  a  percentage  of 
sugar  in  the  same  kind  of  roots,  the  previous 
year  to  my  obtaining  seed,  as  that  given  below  ; 
and  the  average  of  my  tests  from  several  roots 
selected  at  various  parts  of  the  field  when 
grown,  and  tested  by  the  dilTerent  methods,  gave 
as  under : — From  France  :  Bctterave  blancho, 
C§  per  cent,  of  sugar  (with  me,  12  per  cent.) ; 
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disette  blanche  k  collet  rose,  7  per  cent,  (with 
me,  9  per  cent.) ;  disette  blanche  &  collet  vert, 
8  per  cent,  (with  me,  9J  per  cent.) ;  betterave 
Tilmorln,  16  per  cent,  (with  me,  17^  per  cent.) ; 
betterave  jaune  globe,  6  per  cent,  (with  me,  6 
per  cent.);  betterave  jaune  sarrazin,  6^  per 
cent,  (with  me,  7  per  cent.).  From  Germany : 
Magdebourg,  11^  per  cent,  (with  me^  18^  per 
'  cent.) ;  ImperieJ,  13}  per  cent,  (with  me,  15} 
per  cent.).  From  Northern  Bussia :  One  of  the 
best  Russian  varieties,  15}  ]^er  cent,  (with  me, 
16  per  cent.).  From  Austria:  A  variety  from 
Austria,  15  per  cent,  (with  me,  16}  per  cent.)." 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  roots  are  from 
various  parts  of  Europe,  the  temperatures  of 
which  widely  vary,  and  it  is  natursii  to  suppose 
that  a  little  time  may  be  necessary  before  we 
find  the  description  which  will  best  flourish  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony,  and  Dr.  Curl  says 
these  figures  give  the  result  of  cultivating  some 
of  the  best  varieties : — 

"  These  figures  coming  out  as  the  result  of 
cultivating  some  of  the  best  varieties  to  yield 
sugar  in  other  countries,  proved  to  me  that  the 
beet-root  would,  in  this  country,  yield  a  large 
or  larger  proportion  of  sugar  ;  and  as  the  quan- 
tity per  acre  was  as  much  as  that  in  other 
countries,  and  in  some  experiments  greater,  I 
saw  that  it  only  required  a  manufactory  to  be 
established  here  to  enable  that  root  to  be  grown, 
and  sugar  made,  at  a  profit  to  all  concerned ; 
and,  even  while  there  was  no  manufactory  of 
sugar,  the  beet-roots  fed  to  cattle,  pigs,  &c., 
quickly  fattened  them,  as  soon  as  they  were 
taught  to  eat  this  new  kind  of  food.  But,  as 
labour  is  so  expensive  here,  the  beet-root  will 
not  be  largely  cultivated  until  a  manufactory  is 
established  to  work  up  the  beet-root  into  sugar." 

Now,  Sir,  we  come  to  the  Waikato  experi- 
ments. I  will  not  •trouble  honourable  mem- 
bers with  many  details ;  but  a  very  large  series 
of  trials  made  by  Mr.  Pond  gave  the  average 
result  of  12-29  per  cent. — the  highest  trial  show- 
ing 15  per  cent.,  and  the  lowest  9'82  per  cent. 
All  the  testimony  I  have  shows  that  in  the 
Waikato  district  the  root  grows  as  well  as 
can  possibly  be  desired.  Mr.  Pond  says,  in  a 
paper  which  he  read  on  this  subject, — 

"  I  hope  the  early  future  may  find  such  an 
establishment  situated  where  it  would  be  most 
profitably  worked — in  the  centre  of  the  Wai- 
kato district ;  where  soil,  temperature,  and  the 
absence  of  sea  air  proclaim  its  fitness  for  the 
growth  of  the  beet ;  and,  to  show  the  results  of 
a  factory  in  full  working  order,  I  will  conclude 
by  reading  the  result  of  eight  years*  working  of 
the  North  German  Sugar  Company,  as  extracted 
from  their  books  by  Mr.  G.  S.  Graham : — 


Year. 

Beet-root. 

Sugar, 
per  cent. 

Dividend. 

Cwt. 

1870-71 

208,575 

913 

32 

per  cent. 

1871-72 

128,680 

1      9-29 

30 

1872-73 

274,595 

900 

24 

1873-74 

328,035 

1     900 

24 

1874-75 

194.370 

10-37 

30 

tf 

1875-76 

356,410 

9-08 

30 

1876-77 

303,825 

9-54 

24 

1877-78 

357.630 

11-00 

Nfot 

asceitained. 

Sir  J.  Vogel 


These  results  show  the  astonishing  profit  of 
32  per  cent.,  30  per  cent.,  24  per  cent.,  24  per 
cent.,  30  per  cent.,  SO  per  cent.,  24  per  cent.» 
for  seven  consecutive  years.  I  may  al»o  be 
permitted  to  refer  to  a  note  which  has  been, 
addressed  to  me  by  a  gentleman  living  in 
Hawke's  Bay,  who,  I  think,  is  well  known 
throughout  the  whole  colony  for  the  enter- 
prise and  ability  with  which  he  devotes  him- 
self to  the  promotion  of  cultivation.  I  allude 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Tanner.  He  wrote  to  me  re- 
cently as  follows : — 

"  My  dear  Ser  Julius, — In  answer  to  your 
query  about  sugar-beet,  I  may  say  that  we 
have  tried  it,  and  it  grows  to  perfection,  great 
in  quantity  x>er  acre,  and  of  good  quality.  All 
we  want  is  a  company  to  start  the  manufac- 
ture, and  the  supply  of  the  root  would  be  un- 
limited. I  have  reserved  a  fine  site  of  three 
acres  close  to  the  railway,  in  the  Town  of 
Hastings,  for  the  purpose,  with  the  intention 
of  presenting  it  to  any  company  that  will  start 
the  manufacture;  and  all  that  is  wanting  is 
some  one  who  has  the  necessary  knowledge  and 
capital. — I  remain,  &c., 

"Thomas  Takkeb." 

I  thinlc  it  may  be  safely  said  that  at  any 
rate  it  is  ascertained  that  in  three  important 
districts  of  the  colony  —  namely,  Waikato^ 
Hawke*s  Bay,  and  Hangitikei — the  beet  may 
be  grown  to  great  advantage ;  whilst  there 
seems  to  be  an  opinion,  from  the  various 
sources  from  which  I  have  obtained  informa- 
tion, that  in  Canterbury  also  the  beet  would 
grow  to  advantage.  As  regards  Otago,  it  does, 
not  seem  to  have  been  tried  there  to  any  great 
extent,  and  probably  the  varieties  which  would 
fiourish  in  the  warmer  clime  of  the  north  part 
of  this  Island  would  not  be  suitable  varieties 
for  the  more  southerly  parts  of  the  colony. 
Before  I  proceed  to  the  provisions  of  the  Billy 
I  will '  say  a  few  words  upon  the  sorghum 
industry.  I  have  exclusively  devoted  my  re- 
marks to  the  beet-root,  so  far.  Sorghum,  as. 
shown  by  an  experiment  which  has  been  car- 
ried on  in  the  most  public-spirited  manner  by 
a  gentleman  in  Auckland,  the  brother  of  a 
member  of  this  House — Mr.  Justice  Gillies- 
may  be  made  the  medium  of  a  most  profitable 
production  in  this  colony.  Dr.  Hector  has 
given  me  a  report  upon  the  subject,  wbicb,  so 
to  speak,  condenses  the  results  achieved  by  Mr. 
Justice  Gillies'  experiments.  I  should  like,  if 
I  hfibd  time,  to  read  to  the  House  a  very  inter- 
esting paper  which  Mr.  Justice  Gillies  read  on 
the  subject  at  Auckland.  He  shows  tiiat,  in 
the  first  instance,  the  results  were  that  bis 
children  were  able  to  make  a  considerable 
amount  of  tofiy  out  of  the  sorghum  ;  and  after- 
wards he  actually  obtained  sugar,  the  com- 
mercial value  of  which  he  was  able  to  ascer- 
tain. These  results  are  shown  by  the  report,, 
which  I  will  now  read,  from  Dr.  Hector,  as 
follows : — 

"  Trial  cultivations  have  been  made  in  most 
parts  of  the  colony ;  but  the  most  carefnl  ex- 
periments have  been  conducted  near  Auckland 
by  Mr.  Justice  Gillies,  who  has  carried  them  to 
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tiie  practical  conclusion  of  actually  producing 
sugar  by  improved  machinery,  which  he  im- 
ported from  America. 

"His  results  prove  that  a  crop  of  12  to  16 
tons  of  canes  per  acre  yields  80  to  90  gallons  of 
juice,  which,  reduced  to  14  gallons  of  syrup, 
weighs  131b.  per  gallon.    This  yields  9Jlb.  of 
cane  sugar  and  7  per  cent,  of  glucose.    CalcTU- 
lated  on  the  ton  and  acre,  this  gives  1281b.  of 
sugar  per  ton,  or  1,4821b.  per  acre,  which,  at 
£80  per  ton,  gives  nearly  £20  per  acre,  to  which 
has  to  be  added  the  value  of  the  glucose  or 
brewers'  syrup;  the  waste,  which  is  valuable 
cattle- feed;  and  the  seed,  which  is  good  for 
fowls." 

"  This  is  considerably  higher  than  any  return 
yet  obtained  in  America. 

"  Comparing  the  various  analyses  that  have 
been  made,  we  get  the  following  averages  of 
xane  sugar  per  ton : — 

Per  cent. 
"American      ..  ..  ..     101 

North  of  Auckland  District      . .     13*1 
Auckland  Isthmus      . .  . .     10*2 

Opotiki  ..  ..  ..     11-7 

Gisbome        ..  ..  ..9*6 

Wellington    ..  ..  ..61 

Nelson  ..  ..  ..7-2 

Otago  (interior?)         ..  ..       8-4 

"  These  are  maximum  results  from  each  dis- 
trict, as  the  lower  returns  were  evidently  due 
to  the  canes  having  been  cut  at  the  wrong  time, 
-or  not  having  been  properly  preserved." 

When  you  come  to  consider  a  question  of  this 
kind,  you  are  quite  safe  in  taking  the  higher 
results,  because  you  may  be  sure  that  in  the 
experiments  made  there  necessarily  has  not 
been  that  amount  of  knowledge  and  experience 
which  will  be  gathered  after  large  attention  has 
been  paid  to  i£e  cultivation.  This  equally  ap- 
jpHes  to  sorghum  and  beet  sugar — in  fact,  to  all 
sugar  yet  produced  within  the  colony.  The  Bill 
provides  that  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years  there 
shall  be  no  Excise  duty  raised  to  the  extent  of 
one  halfpenny  per  pound  within  the  amount  of 
duty  charged  on  imported  sugar — that  is  to  say, 
that  there  shall  be  a  difference  between  the 
•duty  charged  on  imported  sugar  and  an  Excise 
du^  amounting  to  one  hal^enny :  in  fact, 
the  producers  of  sugar  are  to  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  one  halfpenny  per  pound  differen- 
tial duty  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years.  And  it 
is  further  provided  that  for  the  first  thousand 
lions  of  sugar  produced  in  the  colony  there 
shall  be  given  a  bonus  of  one  halfpenny  per 
'pound.  If  this  Bill  is  not  passed,  and  we  con- 
tinue the  same  rate  of  duty — and  there  is  little 
•chance  of  its  being  reduced — no  one  will  think 
<i  imposing  upon  an  industry,  if  started  locally, 
ftn  £xcise  duty.  You  will  not  find  such  a  thing 
^ne  in  Queensland,  where  sugar  is  produced 
very  largely.  You  do  not  find  an  Excise  duty 
<Jn  wine  in  Victoria  or  in  New  South  Wales; 
•and  we  who  know  this  colony  may  feel  per- 
suaded that,  if  any  person  started  the  indus- 
try without  the  assistance  of  Parliament,  the 
probability  is  that  the  sugar  produced  would 
not  be  subjected  to  Excise.  But,  to  give  con- 
fidence to  those  who  will  have  to  spend   a 


large  amount  of  money  in  the  introduction 
of  an  industry,  there  is  a  necessity  for  such 
an  assurance  by  Parliament.  The  result  will 
be  this:  that,  if  the  industry  is  not  one  cal- 
culated to  be  successful  in  the  colony,  this 
Bill  will  have  little  or  no  effect ;  while,  if  the 
industry  prove,  as  I  believe  it  will,  a  large  and 
profitable  one,  the  country  would  obtain,  at  a 
very  small  sacrifice  of  duty,  an  industry  which 
would  keep  within  its  shores  between  half  a 
million  and  a  million  of  money  which  is  now 
sent  away  every  year  for  the  purchase  of  sugar. 
It  would  also  be  the  means  of  enabling  large 
cultivating  operations  to  be  carried  on,  and 
would  provide  employment  for  thousands  of 
men.  We  are,  I  believe,  about  to  be  visited 
by  a  very  influential  deputation  from  Belgium, 
with  the  view  of  establishing  commercial  rela- 
tions between  New  Zealand  and  Belgium,  and 
with  the  view  of  introducing  here,  I  believe, 
a  considerable  amount  of  Belgian  capital,  if 
the  opportunity  is  found  to  be  one  offering  in- 
ducement. I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
M.  De  Harven,  who  came  over  to  see  me  before 
he  wrote  his  book,  and  before  he  made  the 
proposals  which  he  has  laid  before  the  Belgian 
Government.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  this 
is  an  industry  which  will  be  viewed  with  par- 
ticular favour  by  our  visitors,  because  it  is 
said,  and,  I  think,  with  reason,  that  the  best 
machinery  for  making  sugar  from  the  beet  is 
now  manufactured  in  Belgium.  As  I  have 
said,  we  shall  make  no  sac]±Qce  in  passing  Wsia 
Bill,  while  we  may  aid,  I  think,  in  encouraging 
a  vast  industry.  In  fact,  it  may  be  almost 
spoken  of  as  a  certainty ;  because  the  experi- 
ments made  with  sorghum  and  with  the  oeet 
in  three  important  districts  of  the  colony-^ 
Hawke's  Bay,  Bangitikei,  and  Waikato— esta- 
blish the  fact  that  they  can  be  grown  with  ad- 
vantage. I  may  say  that  chemical  science  has 
made  vast  strides  during  the  last  two  years  in 
the  way  of  enabling  beet  sugar  to  be  made  both 
better  ajid  cheaper.  It  can  now  be  made  iden- 
tical in  all  respects  with  cane  sugar,  and  free 
from  the  flavour  which  was  held  to  be,  and  was 
at  one  time,  so  objectionable.  It  can  be  made, 
too,  under  much  more  economical  conditions ; 
and,  in  fact,  it  is  the  case  that  beet  sugar  is  the 
main  if  not  the  only  sugar  now  used  in  Europe, 
and  there  is  an  immense  quantity  of  beet  sugar 
used  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  manufac- 
ture of  beet  sugar  has  now,  under  high  and 
influential  auspices,  been  again  commenced  in 
the  United  Kingdom.  I  trust  that  this  mea- 
sure will  not  come  under  the  ban  of  those  who 
disapprove  of  any  projects  or  schemes,  as  they 
call  them,  for  benefiting  the  different  parts  of 
the  colonv.  It  is  brought  down  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  belief  that  it  is  necessary  that  the 
industries  of  the  colony  should  be  promoted. 
We  have  not  had  time  this  session  to  go  into 
the  question  thoroughly.  We  feel  that  there 
is  no  question  of  a  larger  and  more  burning 
nature  than  this  question  of  promoting  the  in- 
dustries of  the  colony.  That  we  are  not  able 
to  depend  upon  wheat-growing  has  been  mada 
abundajitly  apparent,  and  it  is  desirable  we 
should  seek  other  outlets  for  the  industry  of  the 
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agriculturist.  Some  of  those  outlets,  I  admit, 
are  growing  up  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner. 
For  a  cottage  industry  nothing,  for  example, 
could  be  more  suitable  than  hop-growing ;  and 
great  credit  is  due  to  those  who  have  promoted 
the  increased  attention  which  has  been  shown 
to  dairy  pursuits.  This  is  an  industry  well 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  House;  and, 
whether  we  look  at  it  from  the  point  of  its 
magnitude,  or  from  that  of  the  widely-spread 
advantages  which  it  would  confer  upon  the 
colonists  generally  in  all  parts  of- the  country, 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  is  well  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  honourable  members.  I  beg  to 
move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  do  not  think  that  a 
Bill  of  this  kind,  so  important  in  its  general 
character,  should  be  allowed  to  pass  without 
at  least  a  few  words  from  both  sides  of  the 
House.  I  cannot  imitate  the  glowing  language 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  used  in 
his  description  of  the  beet  root  sugar  trade. 
He  seems  to  think  that  if  wo  were  only  once 
embarked  in  this  enterprise  riches  would  flow 
in  upon  us.  There  is  a  circumstance  that  I 
should  have  liked  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  have  made  some  allusion  to,  and  which 
I  think  illustrates  the  position  we  should 
find  ourselves  in  were  wo  to  accept  this  Bill. 
For  several  years  past  the  sugar-refiners  at 
Home  have  demanded  a  sort  of  protection  on 
account  of  the  bounty  system  in  France,  — 
which,  I  think,  is  also  carried  on  in  Ger- 
many. The  allegation  was  made  that,  owing 
to  this  bonus  system,  the  refining  trade  at 
Home  was  hampered,  and  that  grievous  loss 
took  place  in  the  trade.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  British  labour  was  not  employed  which 
might  otherwise  have  been  employed,  and 
that  that  labour  which  was  in  the  trade  was 
not  paid  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  It  was 
pointed  out  by  the  Minister  of  the  day,  no 
matter  to  what  party  he  may  have  belonged, 
that  what  was  a  loss  to  the  sugar  -  refiners 
was  a  gain  to  the  English  consumer.  Lately 
a  Commission  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
whole  question  of  sugar  bounties  and  their 
eSect  upon  the  refining  trade;  and  the  re- 
sult is  something  like  this:  It  has  been 
proved  incontrovertibly  that  the  refining  trade 
at  Home  has  largely  increased ;  and,  further, 
that  the  saving  to  the  country  as  a  whole  is 
greater,  by  allowing  things  to  remain  as  they 
are,  than  the  whole  of  the  wages  of  the 
sugar-refining  trade  put  together.  Therefore 
it  would  positively  pay  the  country  to  keep 
the  whole  of  the  labourers  employed  in  that 
trade  idle  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
rather  than  put  on  a  protective  duty  such  as 
that  given  by  the  French  system  of  bounties. 
The  figures  are  something  remarkable.  The 
refibaed  sugar  and  candy  produced  in  1879 
amounted  to  3,018,824cwt.  In  1883  it  had 
increased  to  3,28d,920cwt.,  being  an  increase 
of  265,096cwt.,  or  about  8^  per  cent.  The  re- 
finers at  Home  were,  on  the  other  hand,  able 
to  export,  in  1879,  896,243cwt.,  and  in  1883 
1, 155,787c wt.,  or  an  increase  of  259,544owt., 
being  29  per  cent.  The  sugar-refiners  pointed 
Qir  /.  Yoqfit 


out  to  the  Commission  that  sat  upon  the  subject 
that  the  price  of  refined  sugar  was  reduced  in 
England,  owing  to  the  bounty  S3'stem  in  France, 
by  |d.  per  poimd  to  the  consumer.  That  waa 
calculated  to  give  a  saving  of  two  and  a  half 
millions  to  the  taxpayer  in  Great  Britain, 
owing  to  the  stupidity  and  folly  of  the  French 
Government,  and  it  was  proved  unmistakably 
that  that  two  and  a  halt  millions  was  more 
than  enough  to  pay  for  the  whole  of  the  labour 
engaged  in  the  sugar-refining  trade.  There  is 
another  curious  fact  in  this  cheapening  pro- 
cess, and  it  is  this :  that  the  refined  sugar  is 
going  to  be  largely  used  in  various  industries. 
The  cheaper  the  sugar  the  more  of  these  indus- 
tries prosper,  and  the  greater  is  the  number  of 
people  employed  in  them.  If  we  reduce  the  price 
of  sugar  by  ^d.  per  pound,  there  is  no  doubt 
that,  in  our  own  country,  we  may  become  pro- 
ducers of  jam  to  as  large  an  extent  as  they  are 
becoming  at  Home,  for  here  wo  can  get  the 
fruit  very  cheap.  Now,  there  are  12,000  hands, 
employed  in  the  jam  trade  in  Great  Bri- 
tain at  present,  and  they  are  using,  of  refined 
sugar  alone,  100,000  tons  a  year.  Our  object 
ought  to  be  not  to  keop  up  the  price  of 
sugar,  but  rather  to  reduce  it ;  and  I  main- 
tain that  all  this  tinkering  with  the  natural 
flow  of  trade  is  but  increasing  the  burden  on. 
our  farmers,  who  are  the  consumers  of  the 
country.  It  is  they  who  will  have  to  pay  for 
the  profits  made  bj^  the  manufacturers  of  the 
sugar,  and  for  the  increased  price  which  is  to 
be  put  on  that  article.  We  are  loading  iJl 
these  burdens  on  the  farmers  of  the  coimtiy,. 
and  all  these  measures  go  in  that  direction. 
They  are  the  consumers  who  will  have  to  pay 
for  this  bounty — for  that  is  substantially  what 
it  is — because  we  have,  first,  tliis  bonus  of  £4,666 
for  the  first  one  thousand  tons  produced,  and 
then  we  have  this  .increased  duty.  It  is  far 
better  to  leave  things  alone,  and,  if  we  do  not 
take  off  burdens,  at  least  to  not  put  them  on. 
The  farmer's  trade  is  paid  for  by  prices  not 
made  in  New  Zealand,  but  in  Great  Britain. 
On  the  other  hand,  you  are,  by  all  these  arti- 
ficial measures,  raising  the  price  of  what  he 
consumes,  and  you  are  positively  putting  the 
fruit-producer  out  of  the  market  by  raising  the 
price  of  sugar.  I  can  see  no  advantage  in  this 
Bill.  It  will  lead  to  capital  being  withdrawn 
from  trades  in  which  it  can  be  profitably  em- 
ployed, in  order  to  go  into  this  protected  trade* 
That  is  always  the  tendency.  It  has  been  the 
tendency  in  America,  and  it  was  the  tendency 
in  England  until  free-trade  was  established, 
and  it  will  be,  the  tendency  here.  The  produc- 
tion will  become  greater  than  the  consumption 
of  the  article.  Then  that  article  will  have  to 
compete  in  the  foreign  market,  and  the  prices 
will  go  down  below  what  will  leave  a  profit. 
You  will  get  into  extravagant  habits  in  regaid 
to  all  your  manufacturing  operations,  and  the 
consequence  will  be  that,  even  wh^n  you  have 
come  to  the  point  of  producing  more  than 
the  country  requires,  you  will  not  be  able 
to  produce  it  at  a  price  at  which  you  can 
export  it.  I  pointed  out  a  short  time  ago 
that  that  was  the  position  of  the  steel  trade 
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—and,  indeed,  of  the.  whole  iron  trade — of 
AmedoBk,  Although  they  have  their  furnaces 
idle,  and  large  stocks  on  hand,  they  cannot  com- 
pete with  England  in  putting  the  article  on  the 
market ;  and  that  is  what  you  must  look  for- 
ward to  at  all  times.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  said  that  the  Ministry  have  not  had 
time  to  consider  the  encouragement  of  local 
industries  as  they  could  wish-.  Well,  I  hope 
the  Ministry  will  never  have  time  to  go  into 
this  subject,  for  I  know  what  it  means.  The 
I  tficooragement  of  industry  moans  that  the  few 
j  ihail  be  kept  up  at  the  cost  of  the  many.  The 
'  real  encouragement  of  all  industries  is  to  leave 
I  ^losc  industries  alone,  and  they  will  find  their 
i  own  level.  I  shall  oppose  this  Bill  as  far  as  I 
I  possibly  can  by  all  honourable  means,  and  I 
j  shall  certainly  vote  against  the  second  reading. 
I  Mr.  BROWN. — My  honourable  friend  who 
i  has  just  sat  down  says  he  sees  no  advantage  in 
this  Bill,  and  he  has  quoted  instances  to  show 
that  it  would  not  bo  well  to  encourage  local 
industries.  He  has  also  told  us  what  has  taken 
place  elsewhere.  He  evidently  does  not  believe 
'  in  encouraging  local  industry.  He  tells  us, 
that,  rather  than  give  any  benefit  to  sugar-re- 
fineis  as  the  Bill  prop or>os,  it  would  be  better 
to  keep  all  the  people  engaged  in  that  trade 
in  a  state  of  idleness.  That  is  the  whole  text 
of  his  speech,  and  he  would  rather  do  that 
thaa  encourage  local  industries.  I  ask  him 
to  look  at  our  woollen  manufactories.  There 
we  have  one  of  our  own  products  manufactured 
to  such  an  excellence  as  to  bo  able  to  compete 
with  the  imported  article.  If  wo  are  to  start 
this  sugar-production  it  will  necessitate  the  em- 
ployment of  a  large  amount  of  labour,  also  the 
introduction  of  very  expensive  machinery ;  and 
jet,  rather  than  aid  it,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  prefer  to  see  people  kept  in  idle- 
ness. The  Mosgiel  and  other  similar  factories 
are  protected  by  an  import  duty  of  16  per  cent. 
The  clothes  wliich  my  honourable  friend  wears 
were  probably  manufactured  there,  or,  if  they 
were  not,  they  ought  to  be,  and  then  he  would 
know  that  he  would  get  much  hotter  value  than 
hy  purchasing  the  imported  article.  This  is 
what  has  resulted  from  encouraging  the  capital 
of  the  colony  to  be  engaged  in  colonial  enter- 
prises; and  yet  the  honourable  member  would 
come  here  with  his  antiquated  notions  about 
Frce-tiade  and  Protection,  and  try  to  instil  them 
into  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country.  I 
maintain  that  it  is  our  duty  to  encourage  local 
mannfactuxes  in  every  way  that  wo  possibly 
<^,  because,  although  we  may  at  first  suffer  a 
little  in  revenue,  we  shall  gain  considerably  in 
the  employment  of  labour.  What  would  be  the 
position  of  the  neighbouring  Colony  of  Queens- 
land at  the  present  time  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  encouragement  given  to  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  ?  Certainly  she  has  a  different  climate. 
Hatnre  has  a  variety  of  gifts,  and  we  should 
oae  those  which  are  given  us  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people.  The  honourable  gentleman  has 
told  OS— as  an  authority,  I  suppose — that  the 
ftench  people  have  suffered  to  the  extent  of 
two  and  a  half  millions  by  giving  bonuses  to 
ihis  mannfacture ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  the 


French  people  are  very  well  able  to  take  oare  of 
themselves  m  the  matter  of  trade,  and  do  not 
want  any  advice  from  my  honourable  friend. 
Whatever  I  can  do  by  vote  or  voice— ^so  long 
as  it  does  not  entail  any  material  loss — ^will  be 
to  encourage  native  industries  and  local  manu- 
factures, believing  such  a  course  will  bene- 
ficially affect  the  colony  for  all  time. 

Mr.  GILLIES.— Mr.  Speaker,  if  ever  I  desire^ 
to  have  the  power  to  convince  my  fellows,  it  is 
on  this  occasion  I  wish  it,  for  I  feel  that  a 
measure  has  been  brought  before  us  this  night 
which  every  honourable  member  ought  to  hail 
with  delight  and  do  his  very  best  to  help  on. 
I  cannot  understand  the  position  which  has 
been  taken  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Taranaki.  I  could  hardly  have  believed  there 
was  a  man  in  this  House  who  would  stand 
up  and  advocate  that  we  should  not  go  forward^ 
that  we  should  stand  still,  and  that  we  should 
wait  until  industries  and  everything  else  de- 
velop themselves.  I  would  ask  that  honourable 
member  where  his  district  would  have  been  if 
he  had  left  it  in  a  state  of  nature — left  it  as  it 
was  originally.  W^hat  would  have  become  of  it 
if  the  Government  of  the  country  had  not  tried 
in  somo  way  to  help  Taranaki  ?  I  am  afraid 
the  savage  and  Nature  alone  would  have 
claimed  it  to  this  day.  We  in  the  South,  at 
least,  are  not  accustomed  to  view  things  in  that 
way.  We  quite  believe  that  God  helps  those 
who  help  themselves,  and  that  if  wo  want  to 
go  ahead  we  must  put  our  own  shoulders  to 
the  wheel  and  help,  and  it  is  not  by  sihiply 
waiting  until  the  shower  of  gold  pops  into  our 
lap  that  we  are  to  get  on.  We  liave  tried 
this  startmg  of  industries  in  the  South,  and 
we  have  succeeded.  And  how  did  those  in- 
dustries succeed?  One  mdustry  has  been 
alluded  to  as  one  of  the  most  successful  in 
this  colony.  I  refer  to  the  woollen  manufac- 
tory industry.  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever 
in  saying  that  it  would  not  have  succeeded — 
that  it  could  never  have  succeeded — had  it  not 
been  for  the  small  bonus  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  start  it.  And  there  is  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  this  sugar-beet  industry  cannot 
be  started  unless  some  help  is  given  by  the 
Government  towards  starting  it.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Taranaki  seems  to  be  possessed 
with  the  idea  that  this  Bill  proposes  to  increase 
the  burdens  of  the  country — proposes  to  lay 
somo  new  duty  upon  the  country  which  does 
not  now  exist.  Ho  surely  cannot  have  read  the 
Bill.  As  I  read  the  Bill  it  clearly  and  distinctly 
says  that  the  duty  which  is  at  present  existing 
in  regard  to  sugar  shall  not  be  taken  off.  That 
is  very  different  from  saying  that  any  burden 
is  to  be  increased  in  any  way.  I  do  not  take  it 
at  all  in  that  light.  The  only  special  advantage 
given  in  this  Bill  is  a  bonus  of  ^d.  a  pound  on 
the  first  thousand  tons  of  sugar,  which  I  reckon 
at  somewhere  between  £4,000  and  £5,000.  That 
is  all  the  special  advantage  which  is  given. 
The  present  duty  upon  sugar  is  to  be  retained  ; 
but  there  is  nothuig  whatever  in  the  Bill  to 

Srevent  the  duty  on  sugar  being  lowered — being 
one  away  with  altogether.    There  is  nothing 
whatever  in  the  Bill  to  prevent  that. 
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An  Hon.  Mehbeb. — ^Look  at  clause  4. 

Mr.  GILLIES.— There  is  always  to  be  a  half- 
penny difference  between  the  two.  But  there 
is  nothing  whatever  to  prevent  its  being  re- 
duced, or  taken  away.  As  it  stands  just  now, 
there  is  a  duty  of  a  halfpenny  on  sugar,  and 
that  is  proposed  to  be  retained.  Now,  is  this 
sugar-beet  industry  an  industiy  that  it  is  wise 
to  establish  ?  And  I  would  join  issue  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Taranaki,  who  has  said 
that  this  is  not  a  class  of  Bill  that  ought 
to  be  brought  before  this  House,  or  ought  to 
engage  the  attention  of  honourable  members. 
It  seems  to  me  this  is  the  very  class  of  Bill 
that  oughc  to  engage  our  attention.  We  find 
that  the  country  has  been  in  a  most  distressed 
state  for  some  considerable  time.  We  are  all 
anxious  to  evolve  some  measure  by  which  that 
depression  will  be  removed  and  the  prospects  of 
the  country  improved.  There  is  one  direction 
in  which  undoubtedly  the  prospects  of  the 
country  have  been  greatly  injured,  and  that 
is  in  regard  to  the  question  of  the  growth  of 
wheat.  A  large  portion  of  the  benefit  in  this 
colony  to  country  settlers  has  arisen  from  the 
high  price  of  wheat  that  has  existed  in  past 
y.  ars — the  being  able  to  grow  it  with  profit. 
Recent  events  have  shown  pretty  clearly  that 
the  days  of  growing  wheat  profitably  are 
pretty  nearly  ended.  Our  fai-mers  have  a 
very  blue  look-out  before  them.  The  wool 
industry,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  looking 
up  a  little;  and  preserved  meat  is  looking 
up ;  but,  so  far  as  wheat  is  concerned,  there 
is  very  little  hope  for  the  future.  It  is  a 
question  which  is  engaging  the  attention  of 
maiiv  estimable  settlers  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  country,  what  is  to  take  the 
place  of  this  industry  which  they  see  is  suddenly 
departing  from  us.  Therefore  I  say  that  any 
measures  whatever  that  will  tend  in  the  direc- 
tion of  showing  us  the  means  whereby,  the 
farmers  are  to  supersede  the  growing  of  wheat 
ought  to  engage  our  attention,  and  we  ought  to 
hail  it  with  delight.  I,  for  one,  am  not  one 
of  those  who  think  that  the  only  way  by  which 
we  are  to  benefit  the  country  is  by  the  ex- 
penditure of  large  sums  of  money,  and  the 
making  of  railways  and  other  public  works 
here  and  there.  These  things  will  help,  no 
doubt;  but  the  main  thing  for  us  to  aim  at 
is  to  enable  our  country  settlers,  our  pro- 
ducers, to  produce  more  exportable  articles,  or 
to  reduce  the  cost  at  which  they  produce  them. 
These  are  considerations  which  it  is  most  im- 
portant for  us  to  bear  in  mind,  and  anything 
that  will  enable  us  in  any  way  to  increase 
the  exports  of  the  country  and  thereby  bring 
in  money  into  our  coffers  —  anything  of  that 
sort — I  maintain,  is  of  infinitely  more  import- 
ance than  anything,  else  that  can  engage  the 
attention  of  the  House  at  this  time.  When  we 
look  at  the  beet-root- sugar  industry,  what  do 
we  find  ?  That  it  will  save  a  very  considerable 
sum  of  money  going  out  of  the  country,  if  it 
is  successful;  and  we  find  that,  in  regard  to 
feeding  stock,  and  in  many  other  ways,  it  would 
help  the  farming  industry  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent.   What  is  the  great  difficulty  connected 


with  it?  I  believe  many  farmers  thronghoat 
the  country  have  been  under  the  impression 
— ^no  doubt  some  members  of  this  House,  too, 
will  be  under  the  impression  still — that  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  connection  with  this  in- 
dustry is  the  very  high  price  of  labour,  and 
the  necessity  that  was  thought  to  exist  for 
the  sugar-beet  root  being  utilized  at  once.  I 
confess  that,  uhtil  I  looked  into  the  matter 
some  time  ago,  I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  root  required  to  be  utilized  at 
once,  and  that,  unless  yoii  had  the  necessary 
capital,  the  necessary  machinery,  and  the  ne- 
cessary hands  to  take  and  use  the  roots  fiesh, 
there  was  an  enormous  loss.  It  has  been  dis- 
covered of  late  years,  and  acted  on  sufficiently 
long  now  to  make  it  a  matter  of  perfect  cer- 
tainty, that  the  roots  can  bo  used  long  after 
being  dug  up  and  stored,  and  that  the 
whole  process  can  be  spread  over  a  period 
of  six  months  :  indeed,  the  whole  process  of 
the  manufacture  of  sugar  can  be  spread  over 
twelve  months.  Now,  this  is  a  very  impor- 
tant point  for  us  in  New  Zealand,  because  it 
does  away  with  the  necessity  for  such  a  laiige 
number  of  hands  being  required  at  one  time 
as  was  previously  thought  necessary.  There 
are  many  other  points  in  which  the  indnstzy 
has  been  greatly  improved  of  late  years,  and 
which  will  come  in  handy  to  us  in  this 
country,  and  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  in- 
dustry satisfactorily.  There  is  still  this,  re- 
maining :  that  you  must  have  a  very  consider- 
able capital  invested  in  mills  for  the  purpose. 
Now,  those  who  embark  in  that,  and  who  under- 
stand it,  will  not  come  here  and  risk  their  capi- 
tal in  erecting  mills  unless  they  hare  some 
assurance  that  existing  conditions  will  not  be 
interfered  with.  And  that  assurance  is  just 
what  this  Bill  gives.  It  says,  **  If  you  like 
to  go  and  put  up  a  mill'* — costing,  perhaps, 
£60,000  or  £60,000,  for  a  mill  of  a  first-class 
character,  or  down  to  £20,000 — "  we  guarantee 
to  you  that,  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  we 
will  not  alter  the  existing  state  of  affairs." 
How  can  you  expect  people  to  come  all  the 
way  from  Europe  and  lay  out  large  sums  in  a 
new  venture,  when  in  a  moment  the  whole 
condition  of  things  can  be  altered,  so  as  to 
render  their  enterprise  perfectly  nugatory?  I 
believe  the  time  has  come,  and  that  the  time 
is  very  opportune,  for  entering  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  this  industry ;  and,  if  it  is  once 
entered  into,  I  am  quite  sure  it  will  result  in 
great  benefit  to  the  whole  of  New  Zealand. 
Whilst  the  Colonial  Trea.surer  was  speaking. 
I  remismbered  having  read  some  very  good  re- 
marks in  reference  to  it  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  Bruce  Herald^  published  in  the  district 
from  which  I  come ;  and,  far  from  the  people  in 
the  South  being  apathetic  about  this  matter, 
I  can  only  say  that  during  my  election  contest 
recently  I  was  over  and  over  again  pressed  in 
reference  to  the  matter.  The  people  of  the 
South,  though  it  may  be  thought  that  their 
climate  or  their  lands  are  not  suitable,  are 
quite  alive  to  it,  and  are  moreover,  I  believe, 
quite  prepared  to  try  it.  I  believe  it  is  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  the  climate  is  not  suitable 
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for  growing  some  sorts  of  sngar-beet  root.  It 
is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  lands  in 
the  South  will  not  produce  it.  In  regard  to 
quantities  and  qualities  there  is  not  a  shadow 
ii  a  doubt  that  in  New  Zealand  the  roots  can 
be  produced  in  quantities  per  acre  as  large  as 
in  Europe,  with  quite  as  large  a  proportion  of 
fiugar  in  them.  I  will  just  read  one  sentence 
from  this  letter,  which  was  written  by  a  gentle- 
man who  knows  a  great  deal  about  the  matter. 
He  says, — 

"The  hundreds  of  men  employed  in  these 
factories  will  make  the  hearts  of  the  shop- 
keepers rejoice,  and  the  farmers  of  every  kind 
—great  and  small — will  not  find  times  so  bad 
as  they  are  now,  and  have  been  for  the  past  ten 
years ;  but,  instead,  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  every  man  who  grows  ten  acres  of  beet 
ought  to  be  able  to  put  £100  into  the  bank ;  or 
if  he  grew  one  hundred  acres  he  ought  to  put 
away  a  profit  of  £1,000,  and  still  spend  £1,000 
in  improving  and  working  his  farm  each  year. 
"This  may  seem  very  visionary  to  those  who  do 
not  know  the  facts,  but  to  any  one  who,  like 
myself,  has  seen  what  is  done  by  this  industry 
in  the  countries  of  the  Continent  of  Europe, 
and  has  had  the  opportunity  of  looking  at  the 
accounts  of  friends  who  were  working  these 
lurms  and  faictories,  great  and  small,  they  feel 
no  doubt,  but  are  certain  when  they  can  recol- 
lect the  figures  that  proved  that  from  £1,200  to 
£1,600  was  each  year  made  a.s  profit  out  of  one 
hundred  acres  in  these  countries  by  beet-grow- 
ing; and  that  thus  families  in  Belgium  and 
elsewhere  could  live  respectably  and  comfort- 
ably on  from  one  to  three  acres  of  land,  and 
that  on  four  or  five  acres,  after  paying  all  family 
expenses,  they  were  saving  money." 

Statements  like  these,  made  by  a  practical 
man,  made  by  a  man  in  New  Zealand,  know- 
ing the  conditions  of  things  here,  ought,  I 
think,  to  make  us  hesitate  before  we  charac- 
terise the  bringing-forward  of  this  measure  as 
being  visionary,  or  as  a  matter  beneath  our 
notice.  I  do  hope  that  this  Assembly  will  pass 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  give  every 
consideration  towards  helping  on  this  industry ; 
and  I  am  only  sorry  I  did  not  know  that  it  was 
coming  on  to-night,  or  I  should  have  been  able 
to  speaJk  better  on  the  subject. 

Itr.  GRIGG. — I  regret  very  much  indeed 
that  I  cannot  see  my  way  to  support  this  Bill. 
I  say  I  regret  it  very  much,  because  I  am  quite 
mire  the  Treasurer  has  the  very  best  motive  in 
bringing  it  forward.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  taken  a  great  amount  of  trouble  in 
connection  with  it,  and  has  given  us  a  great 
deal  of  information  on  the  subject ;  but,  if  he 
had  practical  information  upon  it,  I  am  sure 
he  would  entirely  change  his  mind.  I  cannot 
vote  for  the  Bill,  because  I  believe  sincerely 
that  it  vrill  result  in  failure,  only  inducing  the 
misapplication  of  capital  and  the  misapplica- 
tion of  labour.  An  industry  of  this  kind  is  es- 
sentially more  or  less  a  garden  industry.  It  is 
an  industry  for  a  fully-populated  country.  I  can 
quite  understand  what  a  success  it  might  be  in 
Belgium,  or  in  any  country  in  Europe  where  land 
18  good ;  but  here  I  think  it  would  oe  great  folly 


to  induce  capitalists  to  put  their  money  in 
such  an  undertaking.  The  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  said,  quoting  some  one,  that  he  did 
not  think  much  of  the  difference  in  the  price 
of  labour  in  this  country  as  compared  with  Eu- 
ropean countries,  as  land  is  cheap.  Now,  I  will 
draw  his  attention  to  an  illustration  of  that. 
Taking  the  land  as  worth  £1  10s.  an  acre  rental 
in  this  country,  such  land  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  I  take  it,  would  be  worth  £8  an  acre. 
The  labour  on  the  beet-root  crop — the  growing 
and  delivery  to  the  mill — ^would  be  somewhere 
about  at  least  £7  an  acre  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe.  I  think,  if  these  figures  are  correct,  it 
would  bo  a  very  low  estimate  indeed,  for  the 
sake  of  comparison,  to  put  the  labour  and  cost 
of  growing  the  crop  in  this  country  at  £16 
per  acre.  That  is  a  very  low  estimate.  The 
safest  rule,  I  have  always  found,  is  to  multiply 
the  cost  of  the  English  labour  by  three :  in 
nearly  all  classes  of  labour  that  method  gives 
a  very  nearly  correct  estimate;  and,  at  any 
rate,  in  respect  of  agricultural  labour,  it  bringa 
out  a  very  nearly  correct  result.  But  I  will 
only  take  it  at  a  little  more  than  twice  the 
cost  of  labour  in  England,  and  then  the  relative 
position  would  be — if  our  land  here  is  worth 
£1  10s.  an  acre  and  the  labour  expenditure  £15 
— that  it  will  cost  £16  10s.,  as  against,  on  the 
Continent,  £3  an  acre  for  rental  and  £7  an 
acre  for  labour :  that  would  be  £10.  There,  at 
once,  we  havo  it  shown  that  tho  cost  of  growing 
a  crop  and  delivering  it  to  the  mill  would  be 
at  least  £6  greater  here  than  where  labour  is 
cheap,  notwithstanding  that  the  rent  there  is 
double  the  cost  here.  But  I  take  it  that  the 
greatest  argument  against  the  proposal  is  that, 
in  our  present  position  here,  such  application  of 
our  available  labour  is  unnecessary.  Here  we 
have  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of  unoccu- 
pied land,  and  I  say  it  is  folly  to  go  turning 
this  country  into  gardens  before  wo  subdue  the 
wilderness.  There  is  an  enormous  profit  in 
making  our  acres  productive,  in  subduing  tho 
lands  of  the  wilderness.  First  of  all,  let  us  get 
a  population  here,  and  then  we  may  look  about 
for  these  things.  But  it  is  altogether  a  folly, 
a  delusion,  and  we  are  only  leading  astray 
the  capitalists  and  our  neighbours  by  trying 
to  force  such  an  industry  now.  It  may  be 
thought  very  strange  indeed  that  I,  being  a 
farmer  and  representing  an  agricultural  dis- 
trict, should  refuse  this  bonus.  But  I  would 
not  refuse  it  unless  I  were  most  thoroughly 
satisfied  that  no  good  whatever  can  come  of  it. 
It  is  of  no  use  keeping  our  eyes  fixed  on  this 
delusion,  when  we  havo  a  great  fact  like  the 
development  of  this  magnificent  country-  before 
us.  To  suppose  that  we  are  going  to  develop 
the  wilderness  by  growing  beet-root  is  a  per- 
fect absurdity.  The  Treasurer  said  that  the 
result  of  growing  beet-root  in  Europe  was  to 
increase  the  other  products  of  the  soil.  I  havo 
had  no  practical  knowledge  of  growing  beet- 
root, but  I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  practical 
knowledge  of  growing  that  which  is  the  very 
nearest  thing  possible  to  it — that  is,  mangolds 
—  and  I  may  say  that  no  white  crop  can  be 
grown  that  impoverishes  the  soil  like  that  kind 
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of  root.  If  you  will  grow  any  green  crops  by 
the  side  of  mangolds,  and  I  believe  I  may  say 
by  the  side  of  beet-root,  you  will  see  the  evident 
depreciation  of  the  soil.  The  depreciation  of 
the  soil  from  growing  wheat  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared with  its  depreciation  by  growing  man- 
golds, and  you  must  remember  that  in  growing 
beet  every  bit  will  be  carried  of!  the  soil  and 
taken  away  to  the  factory;  and,  although  the 
refuse  may  be  of  some  value,  yet  it  is  gathered 
together  in  such  quantities  in  a  single  place 
that  I  say  it  is  not  available  and  cannot  be 
made  available  in  this  country  for  feeding 
stock  to  any  great  extent,  for  the  reason  that 
the  price  of  labour  is  too  great.  The  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  compared  it  to  the  value  of 
hay.  That  comparison  is  a  very  good  one  for 
the  countries  in  Europe,  where  hay  is  worth 
from  £4  to  £7  a  ton ;  but  hay  to  our  farmers 
here  is  not  worth  more  than  &1  lOs.  a  ton,  and 
it  can  bo  grown  at  a  profit  at  £1  lOs.  a  ton,  and 
for  less  than  that.  What  is  the  value  of  the 
refuse,  when  tested  by  such  comparison  ?  The 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  referring  to  this, 
said  that  lOOlb.  of  the  refuse  was  equal  to  221b. 
of  hay,  and,  according  to  that,  the  1001b.  would 
be  worth  only  Sj^d.  Then,  from  there  being 
more  bulk  in  the  article,  the  amount  of  labour 
that  would  have  to  be  bestowed  upon  it  would 
absorb  all  the  profits.  Further  than  that,  we 
are  in  a  position  here  to  obtain  our  supplies  of 
sugar  afe  the  lowest  possible  price.  We  are 
very  near  Australia,  and  Queensland  and  New 
South  Wales  are  free-trade  countries ;  and  we 
are  near  the  islands  of  the  Pacific.  We  have 
already  one  large  sugar  refinery  in  New  Zea- 
land, and  are  therefore  in  a  position  to  obtain 
the  supply  of  sugar  we  require  at  the  lowest 
possible  price.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
do  not  think  it  is  possible  that  the  growing  of 
sugar-beet  root  will  ever  be  profitable  in  this 
country.  A  few  weeks  before  I  came  to  Wel- 
lington I  got  a  letter  from  the  Industrial  Asso- 
ciation of  Canterbury  asking  me  to  give  them 
any  information  I  could  with  regard  to  the 
growing  of  beet-root.  Before  doing  so,  I  went 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Agricultural  and  Pas- 
toral Association  at  Chris tchurch,  who  is  an 
exceedingly  well-informed  man — ^I  believe  one 
who,  on  general  matters  regarding  agriculture, 
is  as  well  informed  as  any  one  I  have  ever  met 
— and  his  reply  to  me  was  that  he,  with  others, 
at  the  request  of  the  Industrial  Association, 
had  gone  most  carefully  into  calculations, 
and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
was  nothing  at  all  in  it ;  that  they  were 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  thing  would  be  a 
failure.  We  have  had  an  instance  of  this  kind 
only  recently.  About  eighteen  months  ago  ac- 
tion was  taken  with  reference  to  the  growing 
of  flax,  and  the  matter  was  placed  before  the 
farmers  in  glowing  colours ;  it  was  said  we 
were  going  to  make  an  enormous  profit  from  it. 
I  reasoned  the  thing  out  in  a  simple  way.  I 
8aid,  if  this  can  yield  such  enormous  advan- 
tages, why  does  not  Bussia,  where  labour  is  so 
cheap,  grow  a  larger  quantity  ;  and  why  do  not 
the  Lrish,  when  land  is  so  good  and  labour  so 
cheap  in  Ireland,  grow  a  larger  quantity  ?  Jf  it 
Mr,  Qrigg 


is  so  Teiy  profitable,  would  not  that  be  the  caaaf 
I  believe  in  every  case  it  has  been  an  uttir 
failure  in  Canterbury,  and  that  the  company  la 
about  to  be  wound  up ;  and  X  am  quite  siue  jfe 
will  be  the  same  with  regard  to  beet-ioot.  W» 
cannot  compete  against  the  cheap  labour  «i 
the  Fijians,  and  in  Australia  they  get  cooSt 
labour.  What  would  the  labourers  say  hoEell 
they  were  asked  to  compete  against  the  coolly 
of  Australia? — and  that  is  what  must  be  tk^ 
case  if  the  growth  of  sugar-beet  is  to  becoms^ 
great  industry  in  this  country.  It  is  a  com* 
plete  delusion,  and  I,  for  one,  shall  vote  f 


this  Bill,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  delude  aw 
one.  At  the  same  time,  I  regret  very  mu(& 
having  to  vote  against  the  Bill,  and  X  hope  tl^ 
Colonial  Treasurer  will  give  me  credit,  as  I  d» 
him,  for  sincerity,  and  will  believe  that  I  hai^ 
no  other  motive,  but  that  I  beUeve  if  the  iodoa* 
try  is  tried  it  will  result  in  miserable  failura*. 
My  opposition  is  due  to  a  clear  conviction,  and 
not  to  any  other  motive. 

Mr.  LANCE. — I  have  always  had  the  greatoflt 
possible  respect  for  the  opinions  of  the  honour* 
able  member  for  Wakanui  on  every  agricultuxal 
question  that  I  have  heard  him  discuss;  bu^ 
I  must  say  that,  after  the  speech  he  has  de- 
livered this  evening,  I  shall  consider  very  cax^ 
fully  what  he  says.  The  honourable  gentlemaa. 
said  that  he  thought  that  the  Hon.  the  Colo^ 
nial  Treasurer  required  a  Httle  more  practical 
information  on  the  subject  that  he  has  intra* 
duced  to  us  this  evening.  If  the  House  wiH. 
allow  me,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  it  a  little 
practical  information  on  the  subject;  and  t 
may  say  that  I  think  I  am  in  a  position  to  do 
so,  from  having  lived  in  a  country  where  thu^ 
was  a  very  great  industry.  It  happened  If 
accident  that,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  I  went 
to  live  in  France,  and,  being  fond  of  farming* 
I  took  a  small  farm  in  a  remote  part  of  thai 
country — in  Brittany,  where,  I  may  say,  the* 
growth  of  roots  was  at  that  time  imknowiL. 
It  was  started  at  first  for  the  purpose  of  feed- 
ing cattle,  a  subject  to  which  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  has  alluded ;  and  he  has  fldacK 
spoken  of  the  value  of  beet-root  for  that  paz> 
pose,  after  the  saccharine  matter  has  been  ex- 
pressed.  Now,  this  question  forced  itself  upoa 
my  mind  first  in  this  way.  I  had  a  very  humble 
farm  in  the  country ;  I  only  kept  five  cows ;  but 
my  neighbour,  a  faxmei  at  my  gate,  kept  four* 
teen  or  fifteen  cows,  and  yet  I  found  that  in  the 
middle  of  winter  more  butter  was  sent  by  ua. 
to  market,  after  supplying  our  own  householdp. 
than  he  got  from  his  fourteen  cows.  The 
reason  of  that  was  that  I  had  grown  a  fetr 
roots — ^mangolds— and  therefore  my  cows  were 
very  well  fed  when  his  were  very  badly  fed* 
Now,  I  begGkn  on  mangolds,  and,  if  the  House 
will  bear  with  me  for  a  few  moments,  I  wiU  tell 
how  I  began  with  them.  After  the  first  agri- 
cultural meeting  that  I  attended  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood in  which  I  lived,  I  was  invited  by  Qia 
president  of  the  society  to  a  banquet — they 
call  things  by  very  fine  wdrds  m  that  coun- 
try— which  was  to  be  held  in  the  evenin|^ 
I  did  so,  and,  after  the  usual  speeches  wei» 
made,  to  my  horror — I  had  not  been  veiy 
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long  in  the  country  then — the  president  got 
up  and  said,  "  Oar  meeting  has  been  honoured 
to^Jt  ioi  the  first  time  since  the  formation 
at  the  society,  by  the  presence  of  a  stranger 
amongst  us,  who  will  no  doubt  give  us  his 
CfHuions  on  agricultural  subjects ;  "  and  with 
tbAt  he  sat  down.    Now,  the  subject  of  agri- 
Miltoie  is  a  very  large  subject  to  deal  with, 
Imt  I  was  compelled  to  say  something  to  them, 
and  I  took  this  theme.    I  had  seen,  from  my 
ereiy-day  observations,  that  a  thing  very  much 
leqaired  in  that  country  was  to  provide  food 
lor  cattle  in  winter.    They  were  always  over- 
stocked in  winter.     After  I  had  had  my  say, 
the  president    got  up  and  said,    *'  We  have 
lieaid  the  remarks  of  this  gentleman,  and  we 
liope  by  his  practice  he  will  prove  that  his 
HbeoTj  is  correct ;  "    and  with    that    ho  sat 
dovn.    Well,    I    had   nothing  more   to  say; 
Imt  I  cherished  those  remarks,  and    in   the 
following   year    I    presented    myself    to   the 
came  society,  when,  after  the  usual  speeches 
J&ad  been  made,  I  was    again  called  on  to 
JDake  a  speech,  which  I  did  in  theso  terms. 
1  said,  "  Your  president  last  year  threw  down 
•  challenge  to  me.    In  agriculture  it  takes 
'  fcfreive  months  to  answer  a  challenge.    It  is 
Aotlike  the  usual  challenge  of  every-day  life, 
.when  yon  go  out  with  pistols  in  the  morning 
ind  shoot  a  man  or  miss  him,  as  the  case  may 
be.   In  agriculture  it  takes  twelve  months.    I 
took  up  the  challenge  ;  and  now  I  have  to  ask 
jfou,  have  you  seen  my  mangolds  ?  "    They  said 
"Yes,"  and  filled  the  room  with  their  cheers. 
That  is  the  real  origin  of  the  introduction  of 
I  loots  into  that  part  of  the  country.     Shortly 
:   afterwards  I  got  a  letter  from  the  Minister 
of  Agziculture  in  Paris,  asking  me  if  I  thought 
i  tiiat  part  of  France  in  which  I  lived  was  suit- 
!   able  for  the  growth   of  beet-root,   and,  if  I 
thought  so  ,would  I  introduce  it  in  that  part 
I   €f  the  country  ?  and  he  added  that  he  would 
:   tend  me  seed  in  any  quantity,  which  I  might 
di^bate  among    the    small  fsirmers  in  the 
!   neighbourhood.    He  also  said  he  would  send 
people  down  to  instruct  them  in  the  growth  of 
the  root  if  they  did  not  understand  it.    The 
>   upshot  of  it  all  was  this :   that  not  only  was 
Met-ioot  introduced  there,  but  the  production 
:   of  sugar  also ;  and  during  the  time  I  lived  in 
that  country  1  saw  a  very  small  village  grow  up 
into  an  in^x>rtant  town  through  the  growth  of 
heet^toot,  employing  a  very  laxge,  industrious, 
ind  exceedingly  prosperous  population.    I  will 
not  follow  the  honourable  member  for  Tara- 
naki  in  all  the  figures  and  so  forth  which  he 
detailed  to  us.    I  am  not  going  into  the  politi- 
cal economy  of  the  question.    I  am  only  telling 
the  House  what  I  nave  seen  as  the  practical 
affect  of  the  growth  of  this  root.    When  I  was 
having  the  country,  and  was  paying  my  fare- 
well visits,  a  very  celebrated  person  in  that  part 
of  the  country  said,  "  If  you  had  given  £10,000 

Ein  charity  you  would  not  have  done  the 
to  this  part  of  the  country  that  you  have 
bv  promoting  agricultural  interests,  and 
Pjrtionlarly  by  the  growth  of  this  root.  The 
wect  of  the  one  would  be  fleetii^ ;  the  other  is 
mating."   Kow,  I  call  upon  this  House  to  do 


its  very  utmost  to  promote  the  growth  of  this- 
industry,  which  I  am  perfectly  certain  will  be 
a  most  important  one  to  this  country. 

Mr.  MENTEATH.— The  honourable  gentle- 
maji  who  has  just  sat  down  seemed  to  fail 
altogether  to  catch  the  point  of  this  discussion. 
We  are  not  arguing  as  to  whether  the  sorghum 
or  beet-root  industry  would  or  would  not  be 
productive.  We  are  discussing  here  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to 
render  the  beet-root  or  sorghum  industry  pro- 
ductive by  saddling  those  industries  of  this 
country  already  established  with  taxation,  in 
order  to  what  is  called  "  foster  "  that  particular 
industry.  The  whole  point  of  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot  is,  as  I 
understand  it,  that  he  introduced  into  the  par- 
ticular part  of  France  in  which  he  was  living 
a  vegetable  which  was  very  well  fitted  for 
that  soil  and  climate.  Ho  told  us  that  the 
introduction  of  that  vegetable  led  to  very  bene- 
ficial results  to  that  part  of  the  country  ;  but  I 
submit  that,  in  the  whole  of  his  speech,  he  did 
not  say  one  word  about  a  protective  duty  on  that 
article,  and  that  is  the  whole  point  before  the 
House  to-night.  Every  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  spoken  has  talked  about  encouraging 
local  industry.  I  venture  to  submit  this  is  not 
a  question  of  encouraging,  but  of  discouraging, 
local  industry.  It  is  a  question  of  fostering  an 
exotic  industry  at  the  expense  of  the  natural 
and  indigenous  industries  of  the  colony;  and 
therefore,  instead  of  taking  credit  to  themselves 
for  fostering  local  industry,  those  bringing  in 
measures  of  this  kind  should  be  reproached 
for  checking  really  good  and  beneficial  indus- 
tries by  taxing  them  to  force  the  growth  of 
exotic  industries.  This  is  merely  taxing  the 
general  community  for  the  benefit  of  a  small 
section  of  the  community :  that  is  what  we  are 
doing  by  introducing  these  Bills.  There  may  be 
a  good  deal  to  bo  said  in  favour  of  the  system  of 
bonuses  to  new  industries.  It  may  be  said  that^ 
in  a  new  country  like  this,  it  is  sometimes  dif- 
ficult to  establish  a  new  industry,  and  that 
therefore  it  might  be  expedient  to  help  such 
new  industry.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  shown  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  give  a  bonus 
where  machinery  and  operatives  have  to  be  in- 
troduced into  the  country  to  enable  a  new  in- 
dustry to  be  established.  But  this  is  not  the 
question  we  are  discussing  here.  The  question 
is  that  of  giving  a  drawback  for  this  industry — 
surrendering  a  portion  of  the  taxation  of  the 
country,  through  the  Customs,  to  the  producers 
of  this  particular  vegetable  for  fifteen  years. 
Now,  during  that  fifteen  years  the  industry 
may  prove  to  be  one  which  will  flourish  on  our 
soil  of  itself,  and  may  not  need  this  fostering 
care  for  fifteen  years ;  or,  if  it  does  not  do  so,, 
will  the  Government,  at  the  end  of  this  fifteen 
years,  remove  this  advantage  ?  After  having 
created  a  special  class,  interested  in  the  in- 
dustry, and  caused  a  considerable  amount  of 
capital  to  be  put  into  this  p&rticular  form  of 
agriculture,  will  they  remove  this  duty  and  so- 
beggar  the  class  they  have  created  ?  I  venture 
to  say  that,  if  at  the  end  of  fifteen  years  a  class 
of  persons  had  become  interested  in  this  in- 
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^Ufltry,  the  pressure  of  those  persons,  perhaps 
small  in  number,  but  directly  interested,  would 
be  sufficient  to  prevent — or,  at  any  rate,  greatly 
impede — the  Government  when  it  proposed  to 
remove  this  protection.  Well,  we  heard  nothing 
to  the  point  in  the  laboured  speech  with  which 
this  Bill  was  introduced  to  the  House ;  we  were 
given  no  comparative  statistics ;  we  have  not 
had  any  figures  comparing  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
duction of  sugar  from  beet-root  and  sorghum 
with  the  cost  of  its  production  from  the  cane 
in  the  Fijis  and  Queensland.  I  submit  that 
the  whole  question  is,  whether  this  industry 
could  compete  with  the  production  of  sugar 
from  cane  in  those  countries.  If  it  can,  it 
might  be  expedient  to  give  a  bonus,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  2nd  clause ;  but  certainly  it  could 
never  be  expedient  to  give  a  protective  coddling 
support  to  it  for  fifteen  years.  If  that  were 
•done,  of  course  before  long  we  should  have 
demands  for  the  protection  of  a  number  of 
•other  industries  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  tax- 
payers. The  value  of  this  industry  in  France, 
where  it  has  attained  considerable  propor- 
tions, is  entirely  a  comparative  question.  It 
may  be  perfectly  possible  that  an  industry 
like  the  production  of  sugar  from  beet-root, 
established  in  Belgium,  might  flourish,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  same  industry  might  not 
flourish  in  a  country  like  this;  because  the 
old  countries  of  Europe,  such  as  France  and 
Belgium,  have  reached  a  point  in  the  operation 
of  the  laws  of  population  which  wo  have  not 
reached  here.  We  have  a  great  many  indus- 
tries which,  I  submit,  will  pay  better  to  foster 
here  than  in  France  ;  and  therefore,  while  this 
industry  might  pay,  contrasted  with  our  native 
industries  here  it  would  not  pay. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  industries? 

Mr.  MENTEATH.— I  will  proceed  to  tell  the 
honourable  gentleman.  This  system  of  giving 
protection  to  native  industries,  this  so-called 
•encouraging  of  local  industries,  has  been  tried 
in  America.  What  has  been  the  result  of  it  ? 
To  do  away  with  the  whole  of  the  American 
commercial  navy,  which  has  been  swept  from 
the  seas.  I  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  while  I  read  a  very  short  passage,  which 
I  think  is  singularly  to  the  point  in  this  dis- 
•cussion.  I  quote  from  the  opinions  expressed 
by  Professor  W.  D.  Sumner,  an  American  eco- 
nomist, who  says, — 

*'  This  continual  law-making  about  industry 
has  been  prolific  of  industrial  and  political  mis- 
chief. It  has  tainted  our  political  life  with  log- 
rolling, presidential  wire-pulling,  lobbying,  and 
customhouse  politics.  It  has  been  intertwined 
•with  currency  errors  all  the  way  along.  It  has 
•created  privileged  classes  in  the  free  American 
community,  who  were  saved  from  the  risks  and 
dangers  of  business  to  which  the  rest  of  us  are 
liable.  It  has  controlled  the  election  of  Con- 
.gressmen,  and  put  inferior  men  in  office,  whose 
inferiority  has  reacted  on  the  nation  in  worse 
and  worfle  legislation.  Just  now  we  are  under- 
going a  spasm  of  indignation  at  official  cor- 
ruption, and  we  want  to  reform  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice ;  but  there  is  only  one  way  to  accomplish 
that,  and  that  is  to  cut  up  the  whole  system 
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which  has  made  the  Civil   Service   what  t 
is." 

Well,  what  is  the  effect  of  establishing  thea 
local  industries  by  a  system  of  protection  dee 
tined  to  last  over  a  period  of  years,  limited  a 
indefinite?  Why,  as  soon  as  you  protect  thi 
beet-root  and  sorghum  cultivators,  you  wil 
have  to  protect  class  after  class  in  the  com- 
munity. As  soon  as  you  admit  this  viciotu 
principle,  you  will  have  class  after  claa 
coming  and  asking  for  the  same  protection  ai 
you  have  afforded  to  one.  You  would  have  U 
protect  one  as  well  as  another,  and  therefon 
the  result  would  be  that  you  would  have  m 
legitimate  industries,  but  the  country  coverec 
over  with  these  exotic  industries,  the  result  o; 
log-rolling  and  wire-pulling  in  this  House.  1 
must  admit  that  I  was  astonished  when  1 
heard  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce  sup 
port  this  measure.  He  talks  as  if  we  had  n< 
native  industries  of  our  own.  Why,  it  is  onlj 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years  that  we  ha,Yi 
seen,  without  any  protection,  the  growth  of  a 
new  and  productive  industry,  owing  to  the  {nro- 
gress  of  science:  I  refer  to  the  meat-freezin| 
trade.  Again,  we  have  lately  been  occupied  in 
this  House  in  devising  means  for  the  ezpansioii 
of  our  local  trade  by  the  improvement  of  har- 
bours and  otherwise.  Does  not  the  bonooi- 
able  member  for  Bruce  know  that  every  one 
of  these  exotic  industries  means  so  manj 
pounds,  shillings,  and  pence  taken  for  theii 
protection  from  those  good  and  productiw 
mdustries  in  the  colony  which  grow  up  ol 
themselves?  Those  engaged  in  these  legiti- 
mate industries  are  the  people  who  will  have 
to  pay  for  the  fostering  of  these  hot-house  in- 
dustries created  by  legislation.  I  was  moei 
certainly  astonished  to  hear  the  honourable 
member  for  Bruce  indulge  in  flights  of  rhetono 
about  the  necessity  for  fostering  this  indastn^. 
I  believe  that,  from  its  position,  from  its  wide 
sea-board,  from  its  numerous  harbours,  from 
its  valuable  coal,  timber,  and  water-power, 
and  also  from  its  geographical  |X)sition,  New 
Zealand  is  fitted  to  be  the  distributing  point 
of  this  hemisphere.  Its  climate  also  fitt 
it  for  this  .position,  and  we  ought  to  strive  tO 
encourage  m  every  possible  way  our  shippixig 
trade ;  but  this  baneful  principle  that  we  ad 
trying  to  attempt  to  carry  out  in  this  HooJH 
to-night  is  the  very  thing  that  will  crush  it^ 
that  will  tend  to  fetter  ajid  hamper  the  growti 
of  our  shipping  trade.  I  hope,  therefore,  thi 
this  Bill  will  be  rejected  by  the  House  to-nighi 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— Sir,  as  an  occupant  % 
the  soil  I  should  have  hailed  this  measure  wili 
very  great  pleasure  indeed  if  I  could  for  oq 
moment  thmk  or  believe  that  the  dreams  I 
the  introducer  of  the  Bill  were  at  all  likely  t 
be  fulfilled.  There  can  be  no  question  that  il 
various  ways  the  country  would  be  very  laige^ 
benefited  by  the  introduction  of  such  an  in 
dustry  as  this  if  the  circumstances  of  the  coon 
try  rendered  its  success  possible  without  anj 
artificial  fostering.  It  has  been  pointed  oH 
by  various  eminent  men  that,  in  common  witi 
older  countries,  we  are  getting  too  great 
aggregation  of  population  in  our  towns 
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diies.  In  Victoria  one  half  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation o!  that  colony  is  concentrated  in  the 
City  of  Melbourne.  If  we  could,  by  means  of 
tills  Bill,  give  employment  to  a  large  number 
of  opr  population  in  the  coimtry  districts,  we 
ihould  be  doing  a  good  work  indeed.  But  let 
QS  tarn  to  the  facts  of  the  case.  And,  dealing 
first  with  the  arguments  and  statistics  brought 
forward  by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
vhat  do  we  find  there  ?  He  said  that  he  would 
Qite  authorities,  and  he  expressed  the  hope 
ibat  the  House  would  bear  patiently  with  hun 
vhile  he  gave  ua  a  number  of  dry  ^ures. 
What  was  the  first  authority  he  cited  ?  It  was 
ttie  Cant^bury  Times.  Well,  the  Canterbury 
Times  is  a  very  good  paper  indeed  ;  but  I  think 
fhis  House  was  entitled  to  know  upon  what 
authority  these  statements  were  published  in 
that  paper.  He  then  went  on  to  cite  some 
statements  made  by  Dr.  Hector ;  but  I  think 
Dr.  Hector  was  rather  against  the  honourable 
gentleman,  and  he  consequently  endeavoured 
to  cast  a  certain  amount  of  discredit  upon 
the  facts  stated  by  that  gentleman.  Another 
authority  cited  was  Dr.  Curl,  who  resides, 
I  believe,  somewhere  on  the  West  Coast.  I 
do  not  think  any  practical  agriculturist,  who 
has  paid  any  attention  to  the  writings  of  Dr. 
Curi,  would  attach  any  importance  to  them. 
I,  for  one,  have  read  some  of  them,  and  I  think 
fei7  little  of  them  indeed :  in  fact  I  should  be 
inclined  to  look  with  a  good  deal  of  suspicion 
upon  any  facts  stated  by  that  gentleman, 
McaiLse  I  do  not  think  he  is  in  any  way  a 
practical  authority  on  matters  connected  with 
agricolture.  There  was  one  thing  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  carefully  abstained  from  going  into, 
and  that  was  the  price  of  labour.  This  is  the 
key  to  the  whole  question.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  price  of  labour  in  France,  Germany, 
ind  Belgium  is  very  different  from  what  it 
IB  in  New  Zealand.  Here  we  have  a  very 
great  difficulty  in  dealing  with  ordinary  agri- 
cultnial  pursuits  in  consequence  of  the  high 
price  of  labour ;  and  that  difficulty  will  pre- 
ient  itself  to  a  still  more  serious  extent  if 
we  attempt  to  manufacture  sugar  from  beet- 
toot.  It  is  well  known  to  every  practical  man 
in  this  House  that  the  growth  of  cereals,  tur- 
nips, and  other  products  of  the  soil  has  to  be 
dealt  with  in  a  very  different  way  here  from  the 
piactice  at  Home,  simply  because  of  the  price 
of  labour.  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  attention 
I  have  been  able  to  pay  to  the  subject,  that 
the  difference  in  price  of  labour  would  be  fatal 
to  any  hope,  at  the  present  time,  of  the  growth 
of  beet-root  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar.  I 
think  that  any  practical  man  who  looks  into 
the  question  will  find  that  that  is  so.  The 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  cited  statistics 
from  some  southern  paper — I  forget  the  name 
of  it— and  said,  quoting  from  the  writer,  that 
ten  acres  of  beet-root  would  enable  the  grower 
to  put  £100  in  the  bank.  But  a  statement  liJce 
that  is  no  argument  at  all.  I  think  the  honour- 
able member  for  Bruce  was  only  playing  with 
the  House  when  he  was  unable  to  give  us  any 
more  cogent  reasons  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  Some 
iKmoorable  gentleman,  speaking  on  the  ques- 


tion, cited  America :  I  think  it  was  the  honour- 
able member  for  Inangahua.  He  said  that- 
various  attempts  had  been  made  there  to  en- 
courage industries  by  Protection.  I  think  if 
there  is  any  community  in  the  world  to  which, 
colonists  generally  have  been  indebted  it  is  to 
the  people  of  America.  Their  wonderful  in- 
ventiveness in  the  direction  of  labour-saving, 
machinery,  and  power  of  combination,  have 
shown  us  the  way  to  success  in  many  branches, 
of  trade.  I  think  it  is  a  very  significant  fact, 
indeed  that  we  have  not  found  them  attempt- 
ing the  manufacture  of  sugar  from  beet  on  any 
considerable  scale.  They  have  a  wide  and 
varied  range  of  climate,  and  it  would  be  in  con- 
sonance with  the  general  policy  of  America  to 
give  protection  to  such  an  Industry.  Where 
they  can  grow  wheat  and  Indian  com  with  suck 
wonderful  success  as  they  ore  doing  there,  if 
it  were  found  profitable  to  grow  beet  for  the: 
manufacture  of  sugar  we  should  find  them 
going  as  largely  into  that  industry  as  they  do 
into  other  pursuits.  The  reason,  to  my  mind, 
is  perfectly  plain.  It  is  this :  The  price  of 
labour  there  is  much  the  same  as  it  is  here, 
and  they  find  that  to  be  the  practical  bar  that 
I)revents  them  going  into  this  industry.  I  have 
listened,  in  common  with  the  whole  of  the 
members  of  this  House,  with  very  great  plea- 
sure indeed  to  the  statements  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot.  I,  for  one,, 
think,  from  the  clear  statement  he  put  before 
the  House,  that  it  is  a  pity  he  does  not  address 
the  House  a  little  of  tener  than  he  does ;  but 
I  must  say  that,  in  criticising  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakanui,  and  in  stopping  short, 
where  he  did,  he  did  himself  very  scant  justice 
indeed.  I  think  it  was  incumbent  upon  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot  to  state  ex- 
actly the  conditions  under  which  he  found, 
the  growth  of  beet-root  in  France  so  success- 
ful. He  was  careful  not  to  allude  to  the 
fact  that  a  very  large  amount  of  protection 
was  given  to  the  industry;  he  was  cetreful 
not  to  allude  to  the  price  of  labour;  he  was. 
careful,  in  fact,  not  to  allude  to  anything 
except  that,  under  circumstances  known  to 
himself,  the  industry  had  been  a  very  great 
success  indeed.  I  would  ask  honourable  mem- 
bers, what  weight  can  be  attached  to  any 
statement  like  that,  when  the  actual  surround- 
ing circumstances  are  not  referred  to  ?  It  con- 
tains no  argument  at  aU,  to  my  mind,  when 
it  ignores  the  price  of  labour  and  other  points, 
which  are  the  essence  of  the  whole  question. 
There  is  another  point  that  I,  for  one,  had 
hoped  to  find  the  Colonial  treasurer  allude  to^ 
and'  that  is  the  question  of  Free-trade  verstta 
Protection.  I  think,  as  the  introducer  of  the 
Bill,  he  should  have  covered  as  wide  an  extent 
of  ground  as  possible,  and  I  do  not  think  it- 
was  doing  justice  to  himself  to  avoid  alluding 
to  the  all  -  important  principle  involved.  I 
could  see  he  was  very  well  aware  that  in  this 
House  a  large  number  of  members  are  keenly 
alive  to  the  great  question  involved  in  Free* 
trade  versus  Protection,  but  as  long  as  I  am 
a  member  of  this  House  I  shall  do  my  very 
best  to   prevent  any    attempts,  such  as  ara 
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meant  in  this  Bill,  to  introduce  amongst  us 
US  a  policy  of  Protection.  New  Zealand  has 
been  in  a  very  depressed  state  for  some  time 
past,  but,  Sir,  it  is  my  deliberate  opinion  that, 
if  there  is  any  one  thing  that  would  put  us 
deeper  in  the  mire  than  another,  it  would  be 
the  introduction  of  Protection.  It  is  our  duty 
to  consider  how  we  may,  in  the  most  effective 
manner,  encourage  native  industries  natural 
to  our  soil,  climate,  and  other  conditions.  If 
we  give  fair-play  to  such  industries — industries 
that  need  no  artificial  fostering — there  can  be 
.no  danger  whatever  as  to  the  future  of  New 
Zealand.  If  there  is  one  thing  more  than 
another  which  would,  in  my  opinion, 'fetter 
native  industries  it  is  the  attempt  made  by 
such  a  Bill  as  this.  These  are  the  prominent 
points  that  have  occurred  to  my  mind  in  con- 
nection with  the  statement  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  As  I  said  in  commencing  my  re- 
marks, if  I  were  able  to  see  that  a  Bill  of  this 
sort  would  help  to  establish  an  industry  which 
would  be  of  importance  to  New  Zealand,  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  find  me  one  of 
his  most  strenuous  supporters  in  carrying  it 
through  the  House.  I  iitterly  fail,  however,  to 
see  the  good  that  is  to  be  gained  by  this  mea- 
sure, and  I  shall  therefore  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— I  am  sorry  to  hear 
the  tone  that  several  honourable  members  have 
■adopted  in  reference  to  this  Bill.  I  may  state 
at  once  that  I  am  a  supporter  of  it,  and  that  I 
hope  to  see  the  Bill  become  law.  I  consider 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  House  to  as  far  as  possible  assist  in  the 
development  of  the  resources  of  the  country  by 
•other  means  than  those  which  are  at  present 
in  operation.  There  are  a  great  many  ways  in 
which  the  soil  of  this  colony  can  be  utilized 
besides  those  we  employ  at  the  present  time. 
That  this  beet  can  be  grown  from  one  end  of  the 
colony  to  the  other,  that  sorghum  can  also  be 
grown  from  one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other, 
and  not  merely  grown,  but  grown  most  profit- 
ably, I  am  certain.  That  it  can  be  grown  in 
Auckland  to  very  great  advantage  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt,  because  I  have  given  the  sub- 
ject very  much  attention ;  and,  in  connection 
with  this  subject,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
we  have  in  Auckland  a  capital  sugar-refinery, 
•and  that  in  itself  would  be  an  immense  ad- 
vantage to  us  in  the  production  of  sugar  from 
sorghum.  I  am  sorry  that  a  great  many  other 
industries  have  not  been  included  in  this  Bill, 
because  there  are  many  other  industries  which 
we  might  very  well  encourage.  I  think  we 
must  in  every  way  encourage  the  introdudtion 
of  new  industries  into  the  colony ;  and,  as  for 
•the  encouragement  of  the  particular  industry 
mentioned  in  this  Bill,  I  think  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  the  House  before  I  sit  down  that 
the  trifiing  sum  which  we  are  asked  to  vote  is 
a  mere  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  good  it 
is  likely  to  do.  Honourable  members  come 
hero  and  vote  large  sums  of  money  as  sub- 
sidies for  carrj'ing  mails  quickly ;  they  vote 
thousands  of  pounds  for  the  encouragement 
'of  the  production  of  petroleum ;  they  spend 
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hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  on  the  gold 
fields  ajid  harbours,  and  in  many  other  wajis: 
but  directly  the  proposal  contained  in  this 
Bill  comes  before  the  House  we  are  told  that 
it  is  log-rolling.  I  can  only  say  that  I  hope 
no  worse  log-rolling  will  take  place  in  thii 
House  than  that  which  is  taking  place  in  con- 
nection with  this  Bill.  Something  has  beoi 
said  by  several  honourable  gentlemen  about 
America.  Well,  I  will  show  the  House  what 
has  taken  place  in  America  during  the  last 
fifteen  years.  About  fifteen  years  ago  in  Ame- 
rica they  thought  they  would  undertake  the 
production  of  sugar  from  sorghum  as  well  ai 
the  production  of  sugar  from  the  sugar-cane. 
Within  the  last  fifteen  years  they  have  swelled 
the  value  of  the  annual  production  of  sorghum 
sugar  to  over  £18,000,000,  and,  although  the 
Senate  at  first  looked  upon  the  project  with 
disfavour,  yet  for  the  last  five  or  six  year* 
they  have  voted  $20,000  annually  for  a  schod 
for  educating  people  in  the  production  of  sugar 
from  sorghum  and  maize.  They  have  em- 
ployed a  Commissioner  at  a  very  high  salaij^ 
something  like  $2,500  a  year — and  this  Com- 
missioner travels  round  the  country  with  all 
the  appliances  necessary  for  the  production  of 
sugar  from  sorghum.  He  has  a  small  miU 
and  vacuum  pans  with  him,  everything,  in  bjA, 
to  teach  the  farmers  how  to  produce  the  sugar; 
and,  since  that  travelling  Commissioner  hai 
been  Started,  the  trade  has  improved  wonder* 
fully,  until,  as  I  have  said,  the  success  of  the 
industry  has  become  so  great  as  to  be  unparal- 
leled. Nothing  has  ever  been  so  successful 
as  the  sorghum-  and  maize -sugar  industry  m  : 
America.  Last  year  from  the  refuse  of  maiaa 
stalks  alone  they  produced  sugar  to  the  value 
of  not  less  than  £8,000,000.  This  was  prodnced 
from  stuff  that  was  perfectly  useless  before:  and 
surely  we  can  see  that,  if  we  can  introduoe 
such  an  industry  into  this  colony,  it  mnst  be 
of  immense  importance  to  us.  In  congider- 
ing  such  a  subject,  what  is  the  paltry  ^  a  : 
pound  on  the  sugar  ?  If  we  can  produce  sngar 
to  that  extent  in  the  colony,  what  an  immenae 
advantage  it  must  be!  Suppose  a  thousand 
tons  of  sugar  is  produced  in  the  year,  that 
would  mean  a  loss  to  the  Customs  revenne 
of  £4,600 ;  but  what  is  that  loss,  when  cona« 
dered  in  connection  with  the  amount  of  labonr 
that  must  be  employed,  and  the  consequent 
addition  to  the  population  of  people  whowooM 
all  use  dutiable  articles  to  a  largo  extent? 
The  £4,600  lost  would  be  a  mere  trifle  as  com- 
pared with  what  would  be  gained.  The  esta^ 
blishment  of  such  an  industry  would  at  once 
tend  to  increase  small  settlement.  A  settltf 
would  be  able  to  take  up  twenty  or  thirty  acres 
of  land  and  get  a  living  off  it.  l  am  not  spejJt- 
ing  without  knowing  something  of  what  I  am 
talking  about  in  this  matter.  I  may  say  that, 
in  conjunction  with  Judge  Gillies,  we  produced 
the  first  marketable  sugar  ever  produced  in  the 
colony.  We  produced  a  first-class  sample,  too. 
Judge  Gillies  had  failed  for  three  years,  and 
then  he  gave  me  tho  whole  of  the  American 
books  on  the  subject  and  asked  me  to  try  to  do 
what  I  could.    When  I  came  to  read  the  boob 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.] 


Beet-Boot 


[HOUSE.] 


Stiga/r  Bill. 


207 


I  saw  at  once  where  he  had  failed.  He  had 
aoi  followed  ont  strictly  the  instructions  that 
treie  given,  and  had  failed  to  perceive  that 
irhere  soighiun  exceeded  a  certain  size  it  was 
ineless  for  sagar-producing  purposes.  The 
<une  thing  applies  to  beet.  Boots  beyond  a 
certain  number  of  inches  round  are  discarded. 
He  had  manured  too  highly,  and  this  was  one 
«f  the  causes  of  failure.  It  is  one  of  the  ad- 
wntages  of  this  crop  that  it  does  not  require 
I  aanuiing.  In  fact,  manuring  destroys  the 
I  «rop.  You  want  to  manure  lightly.  It  is  a 
«op  which  has  been  grown  in  America  for 
tfteen  years,  and  the  ground  grows  qvLite  as 
poA  a  crop  now  as  it  did  when  it  was  first 
«opped.  The  land  does  not  get  worked  out. 
I  am  referring  now  to  sorghum,  but  I  have  no 
4oQbt  it  would  be  the  same  with  beet.  I  am 
^Ktaio  that  it  might  be  profitably  grown, 
^en  I  made  the  experiment  I  put  everything 
4nni,  including  the  cost  of  labour,  except,  per- 
Inps,  a  little  that  I  put  in  myself,  which  I  do 
HDt  suppose  was  very  valuable ;  but  the  result 
w  £32  net  per  acre  for  the  marketable  stuff, 
vitiioiit  taking  any  account  of  the  seed,  which 
jl  one  of  the  best  horse-feeds  in  the  world, 
'«d  that  kind  of  refuse  which,  in  America, 
Ihey  bum  to  keep  the  mills  going.  We  were 
damt  afraid  to  stote  the  result.  In  every  way 
<Qr  results  were  better  than  the  American 
neolts,  and  I  feel  certain  that  it  would  pay 
4ptendidly.  As  I  have  said,  wo  have  in  Auck- 
kiid  a  sugar  refinery,  and,  if  the  farmers  grew 
te  sorghum,  purified  it  to  a  certain  extent, 
"IftmiUed  the  stuff,  and  sent  it  into  Auckland 
to  the  refinery,  they  would  make  a  considerable 
«m  out  of  it.  They  would  get  a  certain 
amount  for  their  treacle,  which  would  make 
ita  production  very  profitable.  I  have  never 
Vmght  such  treacle  as  I  have  produced,  and, 
liaving  tasted  the  locally-produced  treacle,  I 
'  <oiild  realize  the  extent  to  which  the  imported 
article  was  adulterated.  I  was  never  surprised 
•  much  at  any  results  as  those  we  obtained  in 
Auckland.  They  have  all  been  made  public  in 
fte  "Transactions  of  the  New  Zealand  Insti- 
tlte."  Dr.  Hector  visited  my  place  and  was 
tskmished  at  what  he  saw.  We  have  only  to 
Mow  American  methods,  and,  favoured  by  our 
pODtion  and  our  soil,  we  cannot  help  being 
^ocoessful.  There  is  not  so  much  trouble  in 
CttltiYation.  I  was  so  careful  to  be  exact  in 
ittDowing  the  instructions  in  the  books  that  I 
«iefully  measured  the  distances  at  which 
piants  should  be  set.  It  is  easily  attended  to 
"rtien  growing,  and  all  that  we  did  was  to  give 
H  three  scarifyings  with  a  scarifier  and  one 
htod  weeding'  I  do  not  know  whether  we 
"•orked  bett-er  than  any  one  else,  but  we  had 
»rt  a  bit  of  trouble  aoout  the  growth.  The 
^culties  are  overrated.  We  could  cultivate 
it,  and  the  labourers  themselves  can  do  so.  I 
«n  very  sorry  to  have  this  question  of  labour 
*I*ays  brou^t  up  by  large  proprietors.  If  we 
F<^uce  a  thousand  tons  of  sugar  the  loss  to 
the  Customs  will  be  more  than  made  up  by  the 
*inployment  given  to  a  larger  population.  The 
Americans  have  proved  what  an  immense  suc- 
<tt8  can  be  made  out  of  this  industry.    If  this 


industry  be  successful  you  will  certainly  see 
the  North  Island  go  ahead  in  a  way  which  I 
am  sure  will  be  very  satisfactory  to  the  South 
Islanders.  Wo  have  been  always  accused  of 
being  a  drag  on  the  rest  of  tho  colony,  but  I  am 
sure  that  with  industries  such  as  this  you  would 
soon  alter  that  state  of  affairs.  I  have  always 
argued  that  Englishmen  are  unable  to  try  any- 
thing new.  They  get  into  grooves,  and  nothing 
will  drive  them  out  of  those  grooves  except  a 
charge  of  dynamite.  I  have  alwa3's  argued 
that  the  Government  must  come  forward  and 
show  them  how  it  can  be  done,  and  that  then 
it  will  be  done.  Judge  Gillies  must  have  spent 
a  very  large  sum  of  money  in  bringing  out,  at 
his  own  expense,  tho  machinery  for  this  manu- 
facture, and  yet  he  offered  to  make  a  present 
of  it  to  any  one  who  would  try  it.  But  no  one 
would  take  it.  The  people  said  they  preferred 
to  sell  their  butter  and  eggs,  and  that  they 
would  not  go  to  the  trouble  of  testing  it.  Cer- 
tainly at  that  time  there  was  this  difficulty '. 
that  the  sugar  wanted  really  to  be  condensed, 
to  be  driven  off  to  the  last  extreme  in  a  vacuum 
pan,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  burning.  But  that 
could  be  easily  erected  at  the  sugar  refinery ; 
and  even  people  down  South,  if  tliey  have  no 
refinery,  could  barrel  up  the  treacle  and  send 
it  to  Auckland.  I  am  sure  we  shall  find  that 
tens  of  thousands  of  men  will  grow  their  acre 
or  two  or  three  acres  each,  and  set  up  small 
condensing  pans,  from  which  they  can  send  it 
to  the  refinery,  and  they  will  reap  an  immense 
profit  from  it.  At  present  we  send«  immense 
sums  of  money  out  of  the  colony  for  sugar :  we 
pay  in  duty  alone  the  enormous  sum  of  £91, 000 
at  ^d.  per  pound ;  so  that  I  think  we  must 
be  sending  nearly  a  million  a  year  out  of  tho 
colony  for  sugar.  If  we  can  produce  sugar 
worth  £100,000  in  the  colony  in  the  next  five 
or  six  years,  I  say  that  the  Government  will 
have  done  well  in  spending  this  small  amount 
of  £4,600  a  year.  It  is  tho  smallest  argument  I 
ever  heard  used  to  say  that  that  small  expendi- 
ture is  going  to  affect  the  colony,  and  is  going 
to  injure  the -Customs  revenue.  I  am  quite 
sure  that,  in  the  course  of  time,  we  shall  pro- 
duce in  the  North  Island  large  quantities  of 
tobacco,  oil,  and  tea,  and  that  this  question 
of  labour  will  soon  bo  got  over.  We  shall  find 
the  labourers  themselves  and  their  families  pro- 
ducing these  articles.  The  honourable  member 
for  Inangahua  made  a  great  cry  about  exotic 
industries.  Why,  this  is  the  very  climate  in 
which  to  grow  beet  and  sorghum.  They  have 
made  it  an  immense  success  in  France  and 
Belgium,  and  the  Government  of  France  gives 
all  kinds  of  encouragement  to  it,  even  to  testing 
the  seed  at  its  ovm  expense.  The  industry  has 
proved  a  great  success  in  the  United  States, 
and,  if  they  have  overcome  tho  labour  difficulty, 
surely  we  ought  also  to  overcome  it,  for  the 
American  labourer  is  surely  as  independent 
as  the  New  Zealand  labourer.  I  was  rather 
surprised  to  hear  one  of  the  West  Coast  mem- 
bers kick  up  a  row  about  this  small  subsidy. 
Those  members  seem  to  oppose  the  encourage- 
ment of  this  industry,  because  in  their  dis- 
trict  they  cannot  grow    these  things.    Tiiey 
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seem  to  think  that  the  West  Coast  is  the  only 
place  in  the  whole  world.  They  talk  about 
log-rolling,  but,  after  my  experience  in  this 
House,  I  think  that  is  the  last  subject  they 
should  talk  about.  I  think  a  great  deal  more 
of  the  encouragement  of  industries  than  I  do 
of  all  the  borrowing  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  feel  that,  if  we  encourage  industries 
suitable  to  our  climate  and  take  advantage  of 
our  situation,  we  shall  so.  increase  our  pro- 
sperity, so  increase  our  population  and  revenue, 
that  our  taxation  will  be  practically  reduced 
to  very  little.  If  it  were  not  for  that  hope 
I  should  take  a  very  despondent  view  of  the 
colony's  future.  I  do  not  look  to  the  South  as 
much  as  to  the  North.  I  think,  when  the  next 
census  is  taken,  it  will  be  found  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  North  has  increased  very  largely, 
and,  if  wo  can  get  these  industries  established, 
we  shall  have  the  largest  population  in  the 
colony,  and  make  taxation  look  like  nothing 
at  all.  If  Ave  can  double  our  population  we 
can  easily  double  our  debt.  When  honourable 
members  say  we  cannot  do  this  and  that,  it 
seems  to  me  that  what  they  want  to  go  into  is 
something  that  will  take  no  labour.  ^They  want 
to  turn  the  colony  into  sheep-runs  again.  That 
seems  to  be  the  idea  of  some  southern  gentle- 
men. But  tliat  day  is  past ;  and  we  want  to 
go  into  things  which  will  employ  our  colonists 
on  small  farms.  There  arc  millions  of  acres  in 
the  North  Island  not  fit  even  for  sheep-runs; 
but,  if  wo  can  encourage  by  legislation  the  in- 
troduction of  a  lot  of  these  industries,  I  am 
quite  certain  that  every  acre  of  that  immense 
area  will  be  covered  by  successful  colonists.  I 
am  going  to  support  tliis  Bill  most  heartily. 

Mr.  HUltSTHOUSE.— The  effect  produced 
upon  my  mind  by  the  speeches  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Franklin  North  and  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  that,  if  this  industry  is 
going  to  be  so  productive,  if  it  is  going  to  pay 
in  so  wonderful  a  manner,  there  is  no  occasion 
to  pass  the  Bill  before  the  House.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Franklin  North  went  on  to 
Erove,  from  his  own  practical  experience,  that 
e  had  netted  £30  odd  an  acre  from  the  growth 
of  sorghum. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— I  said  that  was 
the  total  result. 

Mr.  HUKSTHOUSE.—The  honourable  mem- 
ber may  have  meant  that,  but  he  said  the  net 
result  was  kSO  an  acre.  I  am  going  to  sup- 
t>ort  this  Bill  also,  strange  as  it  may  seem ; 
but  I  have  very  grave  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
whether  this  industry  will  be  a  success  in  this 
colony.  I  hope,  in  Committee,  to  be  able  to 
induce  honourable  members  to  make  certain 
alterations  in  the  Bill.  I  consider  the  prin- 
ciple of  offering  bonuses  for  the  establishment 
of  new  industries  in  new  countries  is  sound, 
and  that  it  is  not  necessarily  a  policy  of  Pro- 
tection. But  the  Bill  proposes  to  give  a  much 
greater  bonus  to  this  industry  than  has  ever 
been  given  to  any  other.  As  I  read  the  Bill,  it 
proposes  to  give  a  sum  of  not  less  than  £4,G00 
of  actual  money  in  the  shape  of  a  bonus,  and 
also  to  remit  an  equal  amount  in  the  shape  of 
duty,  amounting  to  something  like  £9,000  for 
Mr.  W.  F.  Bxickland 


the  first  year,  and  of  course  the  bonus  or  i 
anco  to  the  industry  will  increase  in  eveiy  sub- 
sequent year  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of 
sugar  produced,  because  I  understand  the  Bill 
to  mean  that  no  duty  is  to  be  collected  on 
locally-produced  sugar.  Now,  if  the  Treasure 
had  contented  himself  by  saying  that  no  duty 
should  be  collected  upon  sugar  manufactured 
in  New  Zealand  from  sorghum,  beet,  or  any- 
thing else,  for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  that  would 
be  a  reasonable  proposition.  Some  remarkable 
speeches  have  been  made  on  this  subject.  The 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  astonished 
me  greatly.  Ho  said  we  should  not  encourage 
any  exotic  industiy  whilst  we  had  so  many 
indigenous  industries  in  the  colony;  and  he 
then  went  on  to  speak  of  what  he  chose  to 
call  a  new  indigenous  industry — namely,  the 
export  of  frozen  mutton.  I  never  knew  the 
sheep  was  a  native  of  New  Zealand ;  I  thought 
that  useful  and  ornamental  animal  was  im- 
ported. And  I  take  it  that  the  wool  and  meat 
industry  is  the  principal  industry  of  the  colony. 
Gold,  coal,  timber,  gum,  and  fungus  are  aboot 
the  only  indigenous  industries.  I  think  there 
was  nothing  whatever  in  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Inangahua  that  was 
pertinent  to  the  Bill.  With  regard  to  what 
fell  from  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot» 
I  was  extremely  pleased  to  hear  his  interesting 
history  of  his  agricultural  pursuits  in  France; 
but  he  seemed  to  miss  the  point  under  discus- 
sion altogether.  Being  a  farmer  like  himself 
—  although  in  a  much  humbler  sphere  than 
his  is  now — I  would  point  out  that  I  beheve 
if  he  had  fed  his  five  cows  in  Brittany,  not 
on  the  pulp  of  the  mangolds,  but  on  the  roots 
themselves,  he  would  have  found  it  more  profit- 
able, because  I  presume  that  the  saccharine 
matter  extracted  from  the  roots  goes  largely 
towards  the  production  of  milk  and  butter. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  made,  as  he  always 
does,  a  very  exhaustive  speech,  and  also  a 
very  one-sided  speech.  He  traced  the  intro- 
duction and  rise  of  this  industry  on  the  Conti- 
nent, and  told  us  of  the  wonderful  results  in 
France,  Germany,  and  other  countries  ;  but  he 
did  not  tell  us  that  within  the  last  six  months 
fifty  sugar  factories  in  France  alone  have  been 
closed,  and  the  whole  of  this  class  of  indnstiy 
in  France  this  moment  is  in  imminent  dangex 
of  being  superseded  by  that  of  other  countries. 
The  growth  of  this  beet-root  industry  throu^ 
out  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  world  at 
the  present  moment  is  something  wonderful. 
During  the  last  few  years  it  has  been  growing 
to  an  enormous  extent,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  now  going  on  a  groat  battle  be- 
tween the  sugar  grown  from  these  articles  and 
that  grown  from  the  common  sugar-cane,  and 
that,  as  far  as  one  can  see,  the  beet-root  sugaz 
is  likely  to  gain  the  day.  Appliances  are  being 
made  to  take  away  from  it  its  objectionable 
features,  and  to  make  it  in  all  respects  equal 
to  cane  sugar.  To  such  an  extent  has  thifl 
grown  all  over  the  world  that  cane-produciiig 
countries  are  waking  up  to  the  fact  that  theii 
interests  are  being  dangerously  interfered  withy 
and    they    are   appointing  Commissions  and 
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makiDg  all  sorto  of  inquiries  to  see  whether 
some  means  cannot  be  devised  by  which  they 
may  be  able  to  hold  their  own,  and  compete 
wm  the  boet-sugar  in  the  markets  of  the 
vorld.  Qermanj  alone  produces  more  sugar 
fhan  England  consumes  of  all  descriptions — 
vhether  cane,  beet,  or  any  other.  Then,  again, 
fhe  fail  in  the  price  of  sugar  during  the  last 
(en  years  has  been  something  enormous. 
Within  the  last  financial  period  British  mer- 
chants have  lost  four  millions  sterling  on  their 
I  ngar  stocks.  With  these  facts  staring  us  in 
&e  face,  I  think  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
I  N«w  Zealand  will  be  able  to  compete  in  this 
L  industry  with  other  countries  where  it  is 
abeady  so  well  established.  Now,  Sir,  the 
whole  of  the  facts  on  which  the  Colonial 
Tnasnrer  based  his  argument  as  to  this  being 
10  suitable  a  country  for  the  production  of 
leet-sogar,  are  to  be  found  in  a  small  pam- 
phlet which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  called  *'  Beet- 
foot  Sugar  Manufacture,"  by  William  Aus- 
tE»lia  Gn^am,  a  gentleman  who  has  given 
great  attention  to  this  subject,  collected  a  lot 
a  infoimation,  and  put  it  into  the  form  of 
a  pamphlet  for  the  information  of  honourable 
gmtlemen  and  for  the  good  of  the  liuman  race 
gmeially ;  but  the  whole  of  the  assertions  with 
which  Mr.  Graham  fills  his  pamphlet  are  based 
on  what  I  call  theoretical  experiments.  That 
iitosay,  there  have  never  yet  been  made  suffi- 
dent  experiments  in  this  beet-root  sugar  manu- 
fMtuie  to  satisfy  a  practical  man  that  we  can 
podoce  it  in  this  country  at  such  a  price  that 
we  can  not  only  supply  our  own  demands  but 
eompete  with  other  countries  in  the  markets  of 
the  world.  I  am  not  myself  a  great  believer  in 
ehemical  analysis,  although  no  doubt,  from  a 
Kientific  point  of  view,  it  is  perfectly  correct ; 
aod  I  venture  to  think  that,  if  this  industry  is 
crer  gone  into  in  New  Zealand,  a  very  much 
1ms  percentage  will  be  obtained  from  the  root 
than  is  shown  in  the  analysis  of  Mr.  Fond,  of 
Auckland.  Those  who  are,  or  have  been,  in- 
terested in  gold-mining — and  the  honourable 
member  for  Franklin  North,  too — ^well  know 
idiat  a  great  difierence  there  is  between  the  re- 
turn {rom  a  sample  of  quartz  which  is  sent  to 
be  tested  and  that  which  is  obtained  from  the 
qaartz-battery ;  and  I  very  much  fear  that  the 
same  will  be  the  result  of  the  return  from  the 
nannfacture  of  this  beet  sugar,  when  com- 
|ued  with  the  analysis  which  has  been  made 
M  Auckland.  I  have  endeavoured  to  think  this 
nbject  out,  and  I  have  asked  myself.  Is  this 
•n  industry  suitable  to  the  colony,  to  our  cli- 
iBate,  and  to  the  circumstances  of  the  people, 
tt  we  find  them  at  present  in  New  Zealand  ? 
And  I  may  say  that  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  North  when 
he  says  that,  if  ever  New  Zealand  is  to  become 
^  great  country  we  expect  her  to  be,  we 
most  have  other  industries  than  those  of 
wool-production,  sheep-  and  cattle-raising,  and 
those  laiger  industries  which  are  confined  to 
tite  hands  of  the  landed  aristocracy  of  the 
wontry.  If  we  are  ever  to  make  this  a  prosper- 
<»Q8  country  we  must  have  what  I  may  call 
eottage  industries,  by  which  a  man,  with  a  large 
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amount  of  work  on  a  small  piece  of  ground,  can 
make  a  livelihood  for  himself  and  his  family^ 
and  accumulate  some  wealth.  I  do  not  want 
my  family  to  grow  up  as  slaves  to  men  like  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Wakanui^ 
but  that  they  may,  from  some  such  industry  as 
the  beet  sugar,  make  a  moderate  livelihood  on. 
a  small  area  of  ground.  If  we  cannot  do  that» 
this  country  is  not  worth  living  in.  There 
are  some  reasons  which  present  themselves  to 
my  mind  why,  under  existing  circumstances^ 
this  industry  is  not  likely  to  be  successful. 
One  is  the  extremely  low  price  at  which  stock 
is  valued  in  the  colony  at  the  present  moment* 
No  doubt  one  of  the  reasons  why  this  in* 
dustry  is  so  very  valuable  elsewhere  is  that 
the  refuse  from  the  manufacture  is  useful  for 
the  production  of  beef  and  mutton.  Now, 
here  bullocks  will  not  pay  for  the  prico  of 
the  grass,  and  there  is  no  immediate  prospect 
of  any  better  result  from  the  keeping  of  sheep. 
We  know  that  where  sheep  are  grown  a  very 
good  plan  is  adopted  whereby  labour  can  be 
saved.  Sheep  are  turned  into  the  enclosures 
in  which  are  the  articles  on  which  they  feed, 
and  are  allowed  to  eat  it  on  the  ground.  When 
persons  feed  hogs  in  large  quantities  they  grow 
peas  and  other  things  of  that  sort ;  but  they  do 
iK>t  take  the  trouble  to  harvest  them,  but  just 
simply  turn  the  hogs  in  amongst  them  and  let 
them  feed  there.  We  are  told  that  the  agricul* 
tural  industries  are  very  much  depressed  at  pre* 
sent,  and  yet  these  means  are  resorted  to  to 
save  labour  and  expense.  Now,  the  utilizing  of 
the  refuse  from  this  sugar  industry  must  entail 
not  only  its  removal  from  the  manufactory, 
but  also  the  distributing  it  over  the  paddocks 
where  the  cattle  and  other  stock  are ;  and, 
that  being  the  case,  I  do  not  think  we  can  de- 
pend on  such  a  return  from  this  refuse  as  has 
been  said.  Sir,  I  shall  give  this  Bill  my  sup* 
port  in  the  direction  I  have  indicated,  and  for 
these  reasons :  that  I  recognize  that  tiiis  coun* 
try  is  not  now  discussing  the  question  of  Free* 
trade  and  Protection,  and  that  we  have,  by  past 
legislation,  established  the  principle  that  we  as 
a  colony  are  prepared  to  give  bonuses  and  to 
ofier  inducements  to  people  to  start  new  m^ 
dustries.  We  have  already,  at  no  distajit  date, 
passed  a  law  remitting  the  duty  on  tobacco 
grown  i|i  the  colony  to  the  extent  of  2s.  6d» 
in  the  pound ;  wo  have  placed  duties  upon 
all  imported  woollen  goods,  with  the  avowed 
object  of  encouraging  woollen  manufactures 
in  the  colony ;  we  have  imposed  an  import 
duty  on  hops,  with  the  avowed  object  of  en- 
couraging certain  districts  to  enter  upon  thd 
cultivation  of  them;  we  have  imposed  duties 
on  jam,  with  the  avowed  object  of  encou^ 
raging  the  manufacture  of  jam ;  we  hav& 
taxed  bacon,  and  placed  duties  on  chicory  and 
other  things,  with  the  avowed  object  of  en« 
couraging  their  production  here;  and  I  say 
that  we  have  no  right  to  reverse  our  policy 
now,  and  say  that  in  the  matter  of  sugar  wo 
will  not  do  the  same.    The  matter  of  Customs 

(revenue  does  not  enter  into  my  mind  in  con- 
sidering this  question.  If  this  colony  is  to 
produce   beet -root  sugar,  not  only  to  supply 
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our  own  requirements,  but  also  to  compete 
with  other  countries  in  foreign  markets,  then 
the  question  of  Customs  duties  is  neither 
here  nor  there.  Of  course  this  measure  may 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  price  of 
sugar  to  the  consumer  up  to  a  certain  pitch, 
and  no  doubt  in  that  respect  the  Bill  is  bad ; 
but,  if  the  industry  is  going  to  be  successful, 
it  will  not  have  that  effect  for  long  after  we 
have  produced  as  much  sugar  as  we  can  con- 
sume ourselves.  But  I  should  like  to  know 
why  these  two  articles  are  to  be  the  only  ones 
to  have  protection,  and  why  protection  should 
not  be  extended  over  anything  from  which 
sugar  can  be  produced.  Who  can  tell  but 
that  some  wonderful  discovery  may  be  made 
within  the  next  year  or  two  whereby  we 
may  make  sugar  from  something  else?  I 
was  reading  not  long  ago  a  description  that 
tbe  Americans  made  magnums  of  champagne 
out  of  the  refuse  of  petroleum;  and,  if  that 
can  be  done,  I  do  not  see  why  we  may  not 
yet  be  able  to  make  sugar  out  of  sawdust.  I 
think  the  Bill  should  be  amended  in  the  direc- 
tion I  have  indicated,  and,  if  that  be  acceded 
to,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  it  eAl  the  support 
I  can. 

Mr.  COWAN. — As  a  member  representing  an 
agricultural  constituency  I  have  very  much 
pleasure  in  supporting  this  Bill.  I  may  say 
tiiat  only  a  week  ago  I  met  a  gentleman  in 
Wellington  who  informed  me  that  he  had 
oome  to  this  country  recently,  representing 
Buropean  capitalists,  with  a  view  of  starting 
this*  industry.  He  was  sent  to  me,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  Southland  electorate,  with  re- 
gard to  a  particular  district  there  to .  which  he 
had  been  directed  as  suitable  for  this  purpose. 
To  that  district  he  has  gone.  This  gentleman 
told  me  that  what  he  desired  was  a  piece  of 
country  of  from  three  thousand  to  five  thou- 
sand acres  in  extent.  It  must  be  inland,  it 
must  be  connected  with  a  railway,  and  the 
climate  must  be  pretty  moist  during  the  grow- 
ing time.  The  quaUty  of  the  soil  was  not  a 
very  great  consideration  to  him,  because  he 
said  that,  in  his  experience  of  growing  beet  for 
the  manufacture  of  sugar,  unless  chemical 
manures  were  applied  to  the  soil  the  result 
was  not  satisfactory.  Here  is  a  representative 
<}f  capitalists  in  our  country  looking  about 
with  a  view  of  finding  a  spot  on  which  to 
establish  this  industry  on  a  very  large  scale. 
I  think  that  the  chief  provision  in  this  Bill  is 
:aot  new  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Zealand — 
ramely,  that  of  offering  a  bonus  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  new  industry.  That  is  a  prin- 
:  iple  to  which  I  believe  this  House  will  offer 
no  very  great  objection  in  consid-ering  this  Bill, 
because  successful  industries  which  we  have 
now  in  operation,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes, 
have  been  more  or  less  subsidized  at  their 
start  by  the  Government.  This  Bill  provides 
for  a  subsidy  for  the  first  one  thousand  tons 
of  sugar  produced  from  beet  grown  in  this 
country,  which,  totted  up,  represents  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  money ;  but  I  beUeve, 
considering  the  benefit  that  would  accrue  to 
the  colony,  that  sum  is  insignificaoit.  There- 
Jfr.  Hunthoute 


fore,  seeing  that  this  Bill  has  for  its  object  the 
fostering  of  an  industry  which  will  be  an  addi- 
tion to  the  producing-power  of  the  country,  it 
is  one  to  which  I  have  very  much  pleasure  in 
giving  my  support,  and  I  trust  that  the  EEonse 
will  to-night  indorse  the  endeavours  made  faj 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  this  direction  by  also 
giving  it  their  support. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  in- 
tend  to  detain  the  House  long,  but  I  cannot 
help  suggesting  the  curious  way  in  which  legis- 
lation is  sometimes  done  in  this  House.  Some- 
thing like  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago  the 
question  was  debated  in  this  House,  and  then 
there  came  a  period  when  there  went  up  a  cry 
that  the  great  want  of  the  colony  was  a  free 
breakfast-table,  and  to  do  away  with  the  tea 
and  sugar  duties ;  and,  when  a  very  great 
Liberal  party  came  into  power,  they  took  Sd. 
off  tea  and  ^d.  off  sugar,  and  that  was  to  do  the 
working  people  a  great  amount  of  good.;  and, 
had  they  seen  their  way  to  do  it,  they  would 
have  taken  off  the  remaining  ^d.  But,  when 
the  consumption  of  sugar  is  daily  increasing, 
it  is  proposed  to  continue  this  duty  on  sngw, 
thereby  not  relieving  the  working  people  in 
this  respect.  But,  Sir,  there  is  another  curious 
thing  in  this  debate  this  evening,  and  that  is 
that  honourable  members  seem  to  think  thai 
the  maintenance  of  ^d.  duty  on  sugar  is  goine 
to  work  a  revolution,  and  is  going  to  cover  aU 
the  fields  of  the  northern  part  of  this  lahuid 
with  white  beet.  Honourable  gentlemen  who 
talk  like  that  overlook  one  fact,  and  that  is 
the  rise  and  fall  in  the  price  of  sugar.  It  has 
already  come  down  from  £10  to  £7  per  ton. 
The  cause  is  not  difficult  to  seek.  China  haa 
taken  to  sending  sugar  to  the  colony,  and 
within  the  last  two  months  sugar  has  gone 
down  fd.  per  lb.;  so  that,  with  a  protection  oi 
^d.  per  lb.,  the  poor  farmers  would  find  thai, 
instead  of  this  Bill  being  a  boon  to  them,  they 
would  be  losers  by  the  measure.  Anybody 
who  has  read  the  subject  up,  who  has  read  A 
the  large  areas  in  Northern  Australia  which 
are  open  to  cultivation,  and  who  knows  the 
cheapness  with  which  these  things  are  now 
produced  —  the  cheapness  of  freight,  and  so 
on — and  also  knows  that  from  China  tiieze  is 
going  to  be  sent  down  to  these  colonies  a  veiy 
large  .amount  of  sugar — any  one  who  knows 
these  things  must  know  that  ^.  per  pound 
on  sugar  will  be  to*  the  beet-producers  of  this 
Island  a  very  great  delusion  indeed  for  many 
years  to  come ;  and  I  hope  the  farmers  of  New 
Zealand  will  not  be  led  away  by  the  discussion 
which  has  taken  place  in  this  House.  Let  no 
one  fall  into  the  mistake  of  thinking  that  this 
^d.  per  pound  will  be  any*  protection  to  them, 
because,  as  surely  as  we  sit  here,  we  know 
that  sugar  can  be  poured  into  the  colony  from 
all  parts — ^from  China,  and  Northern  Australia, 
and  other  places — and  the  price  of  sugar  will 
go  down  stni  further. 

^Ir.  BOSS. — I  am  of  opinion  that  a  liberal 
bonu3*given  on  the  establishment  of  any  indus- 
try is  money  well  spent ;  but  on  this  occasian 
it  does  not  appear  to  be  necessary  to  give  any 
bonus  at  all,  after  what  we  have  hewl  fioia 
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the  honourable  member  for  Hokonui,  who  says 
ihat  there  is  a  gentleman  in  the  colony  who  is 
ttixioas  to  enter  on  the  production  of  sngar 
en  a  laige  scale  from  beet-root.  We  ought  to 
consider  what  this  proposal  is  going  to  cost  the 
eolony.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  is  not  the 
bonus  on  the  ^t  1,000  tons  of  sugar  that  will 
be  the  only  consideration.  The  actual  cost 
will  be  £74,666  Ids.  4d.,  made  up  as  follows : — 

Amount    of   bonus   on  the  first        £     s.    d. 

1,000  tons  of  sugar  produced, 

at  ^.  per  lb.  . .  . .     4,666  18    4 

Assuming  that  1,000  tons  will  be 

produced  annually — and  if  the 

quantity    produced    does    not 

reach  this  figure  the  industry 

is  scarcely  worth  establishing 

— then   in  15  years   the  con- 
cession in  respect  of  duty  will 

amount  to  15,000  tons,  at  id. 

perlb 70,000    0    0 


Total 


.£74,666  18    4 


is  one  feature  in  the  Bill  to  which  I 
hkTQ  a  very  great  objection,  and  that  is  that, 
if  the  duty  upon  sugar  is  abolished — and  this 
EoQse,  taking  into  consideration  the  distress 
^Tailing  among  the  working-classes,  may  at 
any  moment  abolish  duties  on  sugar  and  on 
ifae  necessaries  of  life — immediately  it  is  abol- 
ished the  oolony  is  pledged  to  pay  the  persons 
who  produce  sugar  the  sum  of  £4,666  18s.  4d. 
in  cash  on  evevy  1,000  tons  of  sugar  manu- 
iaetured  during  the  fifteen  years  over  which 
the  concession  extends.  That  is  a  very  objec- 
ttonable  feature.  Now,  the  Mosgiel  Woollen 
IGlis  were  assisted  by  a  bonus  of  some  £1,500 
<or  £2,000,  and  if  a  similar  bonus  were  to  be 
given  for  the  establishment  of  an  industry  of 
this  kind — the  manufacture  of  sugar  from 
beet-root — I  think  there  could  be  no  objection 
to  it.  However,  I  will  not  further  detain  the 
House.  I  only  thought  it  my  duty  to  lay 
before  the  House  the  figures  which  I  have 
quoted. 

Mr.  LAKE.  —  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
the  House  very  long,  especially  as  the  honour- 
able member  for  Motueka  has  cut  away  nearly 
ill  the  arguments  to  which  I  had  intended  to 
refer.  I  cannot  help  noticing,  although  to  some 
extent  I  am  in  favour  of  this  Bill,  some  of  the 
arguments  that  have  been  used.  The  honourable 
member  for  Franklin  North  has  told  us  that 
in  the  northern  parts  of  Auckland  District  you 
«ui  grow  a  sorghum  with  some  probability  of 
success  owing  to  the  higher  rate  of  tempera- 
tare  that  prevails  there.  But  his  experience, 
like  that  of  most  others,  has  been  confined  to 
patches.  He  tells  us  that  if  we  start  this 
industry  we  have  no  right  to  think  of  this  M. 
^ty;  but  he  must  remember  this:  that  this 
duty  comes  to  something  very  close  to  20  per 
cent,  on  present  prices,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
at  all  a  trifling  duty.  He  also  tells  us — and 
I  believe  that  what  he  says  about  that  is  quite 
light— that  it  would  take  almost  a  charge  of 
dynamite  to  blow  the  New  Zealand  farmers 
ont  of  the  grooves  into  which  they  had  got. 


It  will  take  a  greater  power,  in  my  opinion,  to 
drive  away  a  protective  dutfy  when  once  you 
resort  to  it,  and  that  is  one  reason  why  I  objeot 
to  this  Bill.     If  I  thought  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  could  see  his  way  to  modify  this  Bill 
by  offering  even  an  increased  bonus  of  £5,000 
for  sugar-production,  I  should  be  perfectly  satis- 
fied that  he  should  do  so,  rather  than  impose 
a   protective   duty,    for  I  am  sure  that  the 
result  of  imposing  a  protective  duty  will  be 
this:  that  at  the  end  of  the  fifteen  years  we 
shall  have  a  section  of  the  population  crying 
out  that  they  must  be  remembered,  that  they 
have    been   brought    into    existence   by  this 
duty,  and  that  we  are  bound  to  continue  it  ia 
order  to  carry  on  this  industry.    And  I  hope  I 
shall  never  give  my  aid  towards  establishing 
even  the  weakest  plant  of  Protection.    It  has 
been  said  that  bonuses  are  but  a  concealed 
form  of  Protection  ;  and  so  they  are,  perhaps,  as 
far  as  they  go.     But  at  the  outset  we  know 
what  we  have  to  pay,  which  is  not  the  case 
if  you  grant  a  protective  duty ;  and  even  t^e 
most  enthusiastic  Free-trader  might  make  a 
compromise  to  such  an  extent  as  to  support 
the  granting  of  a  bonus  to  this  industry.    The 
member  for  Hokonui  has  already  told  us,  how- 
ever, that,  without  any  bonus,  and  without  any 
id.  duty,  a  gentleman  is  already  in  the  colony 
looking  out  and  trying  to  ascertain  whether  he 
cannot  make  it  pay  b^  himself.    So  far  as  our 
experience  in  the  Waikato  is  concerned,  I  may 
say  that  a  few  years  ago  a  gentleman  who  has 
compiled  a  little  handbook,  which  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  placing  in  members'  pigeon-holes 
— Mr.  Graham — and  who  took  a  very  great  deal 
of  trouble  over  this  matter,  being  quite  an  en- 
thusiast regarding  it,  very  nearly  succeeded  in 
bringing  about  an  arrangement  which  would 
have  had  the  effect  of  introducing  this  in- 
dustry without  any  bonus  whatever.    The  only 
thing  we  fell  out  about  was  the  price  per  ton. 
I  thmk,  however,  the  thing  would  have  come 
about,  but  they  also  required  the  farmers  to 
take  a  cert€un  share  in  the  capital,  which  was 
not  a  thing  that  the  farmers  were  able  or  were 
willing  to  do.   And  therefore  I  think  it  is  not  at 
all  true  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  so  gigan- 
tic an  inducement,  which,  as  the  honourable 
member  for  Boslyn  has  shown,  amounts  in 
reality  to  a  considerable  sum,  namely,  £74,606, 
including  bonus  and  duty  on  1,000  tons  yearly. 
There  are  also,  perfectly  apart  from  the  ques- 
tion of  protection  or  the  desirability  of  intro- 
ducing this  industry,  one  or  two  other  more 
practical  questions,  which  possibly  might  have 
a  greater  bearing  on  the  subject  than  some  of 
those  I  have  already  named.    First  of  all,  there 
is  the  question  of  the  cost  of  growing  as  against 
the  productive  power.    Now,  I  think  the  evi- 
dence shows  very  clearly  that,  though  in  the 
Waikato  we  can  grow  beet  containing  a  large 
percentage  of  sugar,  yet,  if  you  once  begin  to 
manure  the  land,  you  lower  the  percentage 
so  that  you  cannot  coimt  on  more  than  fifteen 
tons  to  the  acre.    Taking  the  cost  of  growth, 
raising,  and  carting  to  the  factory,  there  is  not  a 
large  margin  left  at  the  price  of  158.  per  ton,  and 
that  is  more  than  the  firm  with  which  nego'tia* 
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tions  were  entered  into  was  willing  to  give. 
There  is  adso  another  question  that  will  operate 
in  this,  and  especially  in  my  district  —  the 
question  of  cartage.  In  Ganterbury,  where  the 
xoads  are  good,  it  may  be  a  thing  of  no  import- 
ance ;  but  in  the  Waikato,  where  the  roads  are 
bad,  and  you  have  to  cart  it  at  the  worst  time 
of  the  year,  the  matter  becomes  of  great  con- 
sequence. If,  too,  you  do  not  use  the  pulp,  you 
take  away  one  element  that,  theoretically,  is 
supposed  to  give  a  profit— one  of  those  elements 
which  mislead  us  in  our  calculations.  In 
France  the  pulp  hfibs  been  used  in  the  feeding 
of  cattle,  mixed  with  other  food ;  but  at  present 
our  cattle  will  not  pay  us  a  fair  percentage  on 
the  ordinary  pasture  of  the  country,  and  it  will 
not  pay  to  cart  the  pulp  back  to  the  farm  to 
be  there  given  to  the  cattle.  All  calculations 
as  to  the  value  of  the  pulp  must  be  eliminated 
from  the  estimate  of  profit.  There  is  also 
another  question  in  point,  which  it  appears  to 
me  we  are  hardly  considering.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  and  a  great  many  other  gentlemen 
have  told  us  of  a  future  —  and  I  hope  that 
future  is  to  come — which  Is  to  belong  to  us 
from  extended  trade  with  the  islands  of  tne 
Pacific.  If  we  are  going  to  develop  this  trade, 
we  cannot  expect  to  send  our  ships  away  empty. 
We  cannot  be  like  France.  Her  beet-root  in- 
dustries were  supported  by  a  duty  like  20  per 
oent.  being  put  on,  and  by  this  means  they 
hoped  not  only  to  render  themselves  inde- 
pendent of  British  West  India  produce,  but  to 
reduce  England's  maritime  power.  If  we  are 
situated  close  to  semi-tropical  climates,  from 
which  we  caai  obtain  sugar  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  we  can  produce  it  for  here,  I  do  not 
see  how  an  industry  like  this  could  succeed. 
For  our  frozen  mutton,  our  cheese,  and  other 
products,  we  must  look  somewhere  else  for  a 
market  besides  England.  There  the.  farmers 
are  now  weighted  with  the  competition  of 
Chili,  India,  and  Australia,  and  wheat-growing 
seems  to  have  been  brought  to  a  pitch  that 
cannot  afiord  a  profit.  There  may  be — ^and 
will  be — a  very  large  carrying  trade  in  the 
interchange  of  commodities  between  New  Zea- 
land and  nie  islands  of  the  Pacific,  Queensland, 
and  t^ossibly  India,  for  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
very  long  before  New  Zealand  will  prove  able 
to  supply  India  with  cavalry-horses,  and  many 
otiher  things  which  India  wants,  and  which  she 
can  pay  well  to  obtain.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  this  industry,  if  established,  may  not 
be  a  drawback  from  the  advantages  which  I 
hLope  New  Zealand  will  obtain  from  its  posi- 
tion as  a  maritime  country — a  country  which 
ought  to  export  its  products  to  tropical  coun- 
tries and  bring  back  sugar,  rather  than  attempt 
to  compete  with  them  by  the  growth  of  sugar- 
beet.  If  I  could  see  any  chance  of  ^this  protec- 
tion being  knocked  oil  and  a  handsome  bonus 
given,  I  should  vote  for  this  Bill ;  but,  if  it  is 
covered  with  a  protective  duty,  I  shall  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— I  wish  to  say  one  or 

two  words  bcfor«3  the    debate  closes.     Other 

honourable    gentlemen    have    gone    into  this 

matter  exhaustively,  and  I  shall  not  repeat 

Mr,  Lake 


the  arguments  they  have  used.  The  Bill 
contains  something  good  and  something  veiy 
bad.  The  2nd  clause  is  a  good  one,  under 
which  a  bonus  is  to  be  given.  I  think  all 
of  us  will  be  agreed  that  bonuses  should  be 
given,  even  though  we  may  be  Free-traders.  I 
myself  am  inclined  for  Protection,  and  there- 
fore I  agree  with  the  drd  clause,  which  provides 
that  there  shall  be  no  Excise  duty  upon  tha 
sugar  manufactured  as  long  as  the  import  duty 
does  not  exceed  ^d.  per  pound.  I  do  not 
think  it  at  all  likely  that  it  will  ever  exceed 
that ;  I  do  not  think  the  people  of  the  countzy 
would  stand  it.  I  object  to  the  provision  of 
the  Bill  which  states  that,  for  fifteen  yean, 
the  people  must  pay  ^d.  per  pound  as  an  im- 
port duty.  Why  should  we  pass  a  law  by 
which  we  say  we  shall  not  be  able  to  reduce 
the  duty  on  imported  sugar?  I  remember  that 
we  were  going  to  do  a  good  deal  by  the  manu- 
facture of  whiskey.  I  understand  the  whiskey 
was  not  good,  but  the  colony  wals  glad  to  pay 
£20,000  to  get  out  of  the  bargain.  X  do  not 
want  to  see  that  repeated  in  the  colony.  I 
have  no  objection  to  anything  being  mann* 
factured  here  without  an  Excise  duty.  For 
instance,  take  the  matter  of  hops.  We  are 
not  bound  to  the  hop-growers  that  we  will 
never  take  the  impost  off.  I  object  to  entering 
into  an  obligation  such  as  that  which  this  BiU 
imposes  upon  us.  I  shall  vote  for  the  second 
reading,  &a  1  am  in  favour  of  fostering  local 
industries  and  protecting  them  by  an  import 
duty,  and  leaving  them  free  of  an  Excise  duty; 
but  I  shall  vote  against  the  4th  clause,  azu*. 
if  that  is  carried  in  Committee,  I  shall  vote 
against  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  It  must  be  very  gratifying  to 
those  who  hold  strong  views  upon  the  propiiefy 
of  encouraging  native  industries  —  or  young 
industries,  if  you  like — to  find  that  some  have 
had  the  courage  to  stand  up  and  express  their 
opinions  upon  that  point.  When  the  debate 
began  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  House  was  full  of 
honourable  members  who  were  Free-traders,  or 
who  called  themselves  Free-traders,  because  in 
reality  there  is  no  such  thing  as  Free-trade  in 
New  Zpaland,  or,  one  might  almost  say,  in  the 
world.  High  duties  asp  levied  in  the  Custom- 
houses eveiywhere,  and,  so  long  as  these  duties 
remain,  so  long,  I  presume,  we  can  hardly 
be  said  to  have  arrived  at  the  sge  of  Free- 
trade.  There  are  high  duties  levied  in  Eng- 
land still,  especially  on  English  liquors,  and 
articles  of  that  aort.  What  struck  me  in  the 
debate  more  particularly  was  this :  The  honour- 
able member  for  Cheviot  gave  us  a  very  inter- 
esting account  of  the  production  of  beet-root 
and  its  manufacture  into  sugar  in  France ;  and 
it  was  said  that  the  honourable  gentleman, 
when  doing  that,  had  lost  sight  of  the  main 
point.  But  to  me  it  seemed  that  he  had 
struck  the  point  exactly.  What  he  was  showing 
to  us  was  the  high  perfection  to  which  the  pro- 
duction of  beet-root  had  attained  in  a  coai.tiy 
where  it  had  been  protected  from  the  fiist, 
and  in  a  country  which  was  the  parent  of  this 
industry.  And  he  might  have  gone  on  to  tell 
us  that  without  that  Protection  it  would  have 
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been  impossible  it  could  have  flourished.  We 
ftQ  know  how  beet-sugar  was  first  produced. 
We  all  know .  that  it  took  its  origin  when  the 
sogar  colonies  of  France  were  closed  against 
her— when  England  had  taken  a  large  num- 
ber of  them  and  succeeded  in  blockading  the 
rest,  80  that  France  had  no  sugar — and  we 
know  that  chemists  were  set  to  work,  and 
tiiatthey  ascertained  that  sugar  could  be  ob- 
tained from  beet-root ;  and  enormous  import 
duties  were  put  on,  and  bonuses  given  for 
the  production  of  sugar.  We  know,  too,  that 
tiiese  enormous  bonuses  are  given  to  this  day, 
especially  for  export,  and  it  is  because  the 
French  are  exporting  so  largely,  relying  on 
these  bonuses,  tiiat  the  sugar-growing  colonies 
of  England  complain  now  that  the  English 
market  is  practically  closed  against  them.  In 
England  they  put  up  with  this.  They  say, 
"  We  get  our  sugar  more  cheaply,  and  are  satis- 
fied." Bat  if  England  were  full  of  sugar- 
growers,  if  there  were  thousands  and  thousands 
of  small  farmers  depending  on  the  manufacture 
of  sogar  there,  I  venture  to  say  they  would 
not  put  up  with  it,  but  would  put  on  a  corre- 
sponding duty  to  keep  French  sugar  out.  The 
leference  that  has  been  made  to  the  export 
cf  sngar^from  France  into  England  therefore 
viU  have  no  bearing  upon  the  proposed  growth 
of  beet-root  in  New  Zealand.  That  there 
are  some  evils  in  Protection  is  manifest.  No 
one  denies  that  it  creates  vested  interests,  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Waipa  has  said, 
and  that  they  become  a  great  trouble  occa- 
sionally. But  look  at  the  enormous  good  it 
does.  Has  any  nation  ever  yet  succeeded  in 
this  world  in  forming  itself  into  a  nation  with- 
out Protection  in  its  early  days  ?  I  know  of 
pone.  No  people  in  this  world  have  succeeded 
m  boilding  themselves  up  into  a  nation  without 
a  system  of  Protection  more  or  less  stringent — 
often  more  stringent.  We  cannot  look  to  Eng- 
land as  an  example  of  the  contrary.  England 
owes  nearly  all  to  Protection,  and  Protection  of 
the  most  stringent  nature.  Then,  we  are  told 
that  Protection  has  injured  the  shipping  in- 
dustry of  the  United  States.  What  has  ruined 
the  same  industry  in  Canada  ?  Canada  was  a 
Free-trade  country  until  quite  recently,  when 
they  adopted  Protection.  But  they  lost  the 
shipping  trade  long  before  they  accepted  Pro- 
tection. So  we  can  hardly  say  it  is  Protection 
that  has  ruined  the  shipping  trade  in  the 
United  States.  Then,  there  is  another  state- 
ment which  would  seem  to  be  relied  on  very 
much  in  opposition  to  this  Bill — that  you  are 
forcing  capital  out  of  its  natural  channel ; 
that  by  your  interference  you  take  capital  from 
tile  pursuits  to  which  it  would  naturally  be 
applied,  and  misplace  it  in  another  direction. 
But  that  has  been  triumphantly  answered  to- 
night in  the  speech  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Hokonui.  That  honourable  gentleman 
showed  at  once  the  fallacy  of  that  notion  that 
there  would  be  any  displacement  of  capital,  as 
the  capital  would  be  Drought  into  the  coun- 
ty. That  is  one  of  the  fundamental  errors,  to 
my  mind,  which  one  constantly  hears  in  con- 
nection with  the  doctrines  of  those  who  call 


themselves  especially  Free-traders.  This  doo 
trine,  I  know,  oomes  down  to  us  from  very 
high  authority;  but  I  venture  to  say  that 
the  great  authority  who  maintained  it  treated, 
all  the  world  as  one  nation.  His  was  an 
abstract  view.  He  treated  all  the  world  as 
if  it  were  one  nation,  and  of  course,  looking 
at  it  from  that  point  of  view,  there  would 
be  a  displacement  of  capital ;  but  in  this  colony 
the  principle  seems  to  be  quite  inapplicable. 
New  industries  started  here  are  not  started 
by  old  capital,  but  by  capital  brought  in  from 
other  countries ;  and  therefore  I  hold  that  this 
great  argument  falls  entirely  to  the  ground. 
The  only  point  I  think  we  ought  to  consider 
when  questions  of  this  kind  are  brought  before 
us  is  the  one  of  expediency.  Is  it  an  industry 
that  is  likely  to  succeed  ?  Have  we  any  proof 
that  it  has  been  fairly  tried?  Do  we  know 
anything  at  all  about  it  ?  On  these  points.  Sir, 
I  think  that  we  certainly  are  a  good  deal  in  the 
dark  upon  the  particular  industry  before  us. 
If  it  is  one  which  there  is  a  prospect  of  esta- 
blishing in  this  country,  I,  for  my  part,  would 
be  the  last  to  complain  if  it  should  cause  us  to 
pay  a  little  higher  for  sugar  at  its  starting.  I 
think  that  a  sacrifice  mcbde  in  that  direction  is 
always  one  of  the  sacrifices  which  ought  to  be, 
and  I  believe  always  are,  most  cheerfully  borne. 
Most  people  would  never  complain  of  being 
taxed  a  httle  more  highly,  if  they  knew  that 
their  tax  was  laying  the  foundation  of  indus- 
tries in  which  they,  and  their  children  after- 
wards, would  be  employed,  and  which  to  them 
would  bring  bread.  The  temporary  sacrifice 
they  make  is  as  nothing  compared  with  the 
permanent  good  that  they  will  derive.  Nor 
ought  we  to  forget  that  we  do  not  propose  to 
grow  sugar  as  an  article  of  export.  I  believe 
that  what  has  been  said  on  that  point  to-night 
is  most  convincing.  We  cannot  hope  no  export 
it  and  to  compete  successfully  in  other  coun- 
tries either  with  the  cane-sugar  or  the  home- 
grown. But  look  what  a  field  we  have  in  this 
country  for  its  sale,  if  the  growth  and  manu- 
facture be  as  practicable  as  we  are  told.  Why, 
we  could  consume  here  even  now  at  the  very 
least  half  a  million  pounds'  worth  of  such 
sugar.  Is  it  not  worth  while  to  try  to  grow  it 
for  our  own  consimiption  ?  And  what  an  im- 
mense gain  there  is  in  this  particular  article 
if  we  could  only  acclimatize  it !  For  it  is  on 
article  that  can  be  grown  by  small  producers : 
it  does  not  require  a  large  capital  or  large 
areas  of  land,  but  would  be  a  home  industry, 
and  find  employment  for  those  who  most  need 
it — the  small  producers  of  this  country.  We 
are  told  that  produce  of  all  kinds  is  falling  in 
price,  and  that  sugar  must  fall  too  ;  and  some 
honourable  gentlemen  argue  that,  if  this  con- 
tinues, labour  must  fall  also,  and  that,  unless 
labour  falls,  we  cannot  hope  to  produce  these 
articles.  But  I  maintain  that  it  is  not  labour 
that  must  necessarily  fall.  If  the  prices  of  the 
articles  we  produce  continue  to  fall — if,  in  fact, 
they  do  not  recover— it  is  the  land  that  will 
also  suffer.  That  is  the  direction  in  which  I 
think  the  fall  is  most  likely  to  take  place.  I 
believe  strongly  that  it  is  more  than  politic-^ 
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that  it  is  the  absolute  duty-^f  a  new  conntxy 
to  encooiage  in  evety  possible  way  the  growth 
of  new  productions  and  the  establishment  of 
new  manufactures:  in  fact,  I  think  that  the 
very  life  of  a  new  country  is  to  develop  to  the 
utmost  of  our  power  the  attractions  of  the 
home  market;  tmiit,  without  that  home  market, 
and  without  encouraging  the  local  productions, 
you  cannot  have  skilled  labour,  and  that  the 
mere  production  of  raw  matenals  is  only 
a  very  small  part  of  the  work  of  a  nation. 
It  is  the  skilled  labour  which  makes  the 
national  wealth ;  and  that  skilled  labour 
has  in  all  countries  depended  for  its  origin 
upon  the  Protection  which  is  now  so  much 
derided.  But,  Sir,  talking  of  the  Bill  itself, 
while  I  should  certainly  vote  for  its  second 
leading,  believing  firmly  in  the  principle,  I  am 
bound  to  add  that  I  could  not  possibly  sui>- 
port,  in  Committee,  the  last  clause.  To  give 
the  bonus,  if  it  were  double  the  amount,  I  should 
think  would  be  a  ve^  small  affair,  if  by  so 
doing  we  could  establish  a  new  industry;  and 
we  have  to  remember  that,  till  the  industry  is 
established,  the  bonus  will  not  be  paid :  but  it 
is  a  very  different  thing  to  bind  ourselves 
to  fetter  our  fiscal  policy,  and  to  say  that 
lor  fifteen  years  we  will  make  no  change,  no 
reduction,  in  the  duty  now  levied  on  sugar. 
To  be  able  to  do  that,  only  by  sacrificing 
id.  in  the  pound  to  all  who  may  grow  sugar, 
seems  to  be  unreasonable  and  unnecessary. 
I  hope  this  clause  will  be  eliminated  from 
the  Bill.  Those  who  undertake  to  produce 
beet-root  sugar  ought  to  be  satisfied,  and  I  be- 
lieve they  would  be  satisfied,  to  find  that  the 
Bill  gives  them  the  freedom  from  Excise  duty 
at  the  starting.  They  must  do  as  those  who 
have  established  woollen  factories  and  have 
gone  into  similar  things  have  had  to  do  :  they 
must  be  content  to  trust  to  the  good  faith  of 
Parliament  that  it  will  not  lightly  or  suddenly 
alter  the  duty  without  some  regard  for  their 
interests.  I  should  be  perfectly  satisfied,  if 
that  clause  were  made  to  apply  to  some  shorter 
period,  that  the  Bill  might,  and  possibly  would, 
do  a  very  great  deal  of  good,  and  could  not  do 
any  harm ;  but  to  agree  that  the  fiscal  policy 
of  the  country  shall  be  fettered  for  so  long  a 
period  seems  to  be  quite  unreasonable.  I  shall 
not  trouble  the  House  with  any  further  re- 
marks. It  is  now  getting  near  half-past  one 
o'clock,  and  I  hope  some  other  honourable 
entleman  will  take  u^  the  debate  now,  or,  at 
all  events,  move  for  its  adjournment.  The 
subject  is  a  very  large  one,  and  there  must  be 
many  other  honourable  members  who  would 
like  to  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
views  upon  it.  The  debate  has  taken  a  very 
wide  range,  and  I  venture  to  say  has  taken  a 
very  interesting  turn.  It  will  be  a  very  good 
opportunit}r  for  other  honourable  members  who 
entertain  views  on  this  question  of  Protection 
and  Free-trade,  as  the  question  has  been  so 
prominently  raised  in  the  debate,  to  enforce 
them,  and  to  enable  us  to  see  how  the  two 
parties  stand  in  this  House,  for  they  are  des- 
tined to  be,  before  many  years,  the  two  parties 
into  which  this  Parliament  will  be  divided. 
Mr,  Mo89 


Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Sir,  I  should  like  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  this  debate*.  It  is 
not  very  encouraging  speaking  at  this  hoar  of 
the  night  to  so  few  members.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  if  the  House  is  not  to  be  adjouzned,  I 
shall  say  what  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  MOSS.— Adjourn  the  debate. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— If  there  is  any  objec- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government,  I  shflJl  not 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate,  as  the 
Government  want  to  get  on  with  the  business. 
The  debate  has  certainly  been  a  very  interest- 
ing one  in  many  respects,  and  in  no  respect 
has  it  been  more  interesting  to  me  than  in 
this:  that  the  honourable  members  who  Be- 
gan by  declaring  themselves  out-and-out  Pro- 
tectionists, ended  by  saying  that  they  intended 
to  vote  against  all  the  Protection  clauses  in 
the  Bill.  They  did  not  object  to  the  bonus 
clause ;  they  would  give  two  bonuses,  if  neces- 
sary ;  but  they  could  not  consent  to  fetter  the 
fiscal  policy  of  the  countiy  with  the  clause 
that  contains  the  protective  element.  I  can- 
not understand  that.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  spoken  last,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Akaroa,  both  told  us  they  are 
Protectionists,  and  spoke  warmly  in  favour  of 
the  Bill,  but  both  ended  by  saying  they  would 
not  vote  for  that  clause. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — ^Merely  as  regards  thfr 
fifteen  years. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.- As  regards  the  prin- 
ciple, it  appears  to  me  that  they  ought  to  go 
for  the  Bill  and  for  the  whole  Bill,  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  an  out-and-out  Protectionist 
Bill.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  Bill  is  Pro- 
tection in  its  fullest  form,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
in  its  most  dangerous  because  in  its  most 
delusive  and  insinuating  form,  and  for  that 
reason  I  intend  to  oppose  the  Bill.  I  do  not  , 
hesitate  to  say,  here  or  anywhere  else,  that  I 
am  a  thorough-going  Free-trader.  The  hononr- 
able  member  for  Pamell  told  us  there  was  no 
such  thing  as  a  Free-trader.  WeU,  Sir,  he 
beholds  one  before  him  now.  He  tells  us  that 
there  is  no  country  in  the  world  whore  the 
principle  is  carried  to  its  legitimate  extent.  I 
will  givo  one  instance  that  has  been  brought 
into  very  great  prominence  of  late  years,  and 
that  is  the  British  Colony  of  the  Straits  Settle- 
ment. In  that  country — the  most  prosperous 
colony  of  the  Empire — there  is  not  and  never 
has  been  a  customhouse.  There  never  has 
been  a  shilling  of  import  duty  levied  in  that 
colony :  and  what  is  the  result  ?  The  result 
is  that  it  is  the  most  prosperous  colony  in  the 
Empire — that  they  have  no  public  debt,  and 
out  of  the  surplus  revenue  they  have  been 
enabled  to  construct  enormous  public  works; 
and  they  have  never  collected  one  shilling  of 
Customs  duties.  There  is  one  Free-trade  coun- 
try, with  a  great  population — an  exceedingly 
prosperous  population — and  it  is  the  most  pro- 
sperous colony  xmder  the  British  Crown. 

An  Hon.  Meubeb. — ^What  are  its  circmn* 
stances? 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — Sir,  I  am  not  going 
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into  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  for  the 
zeafion  that  honourable  gentlemen  have  not 
gone  into  the  circumstances  of  other  cases. 
I  have  been  asked  to  give  an  instance,  and  I 
have  given  the  most  striking  instance  within 
the  known  range  of  political  economy ;  because 
there,  Sir,  the  principle  is  carried  to  its  legiti- 
mate issue,  and  the  result  is  astonishing  to  any 
unprejudiced  mind.  I  believe  we  are  adopting 
an  exceedingly  wrong  step  in  passing  this  Bill. 
There  are  some  honourable  gentlemen,  in  fact 
a  good  many,  who  have  said  in  this  debate 
that  they  intend  to  support  the  Bill  on  account 
of  the  principle  of  bonuses ;  that  they  were 
dead  against  the  protective  clauses  and  did  not 
mean  to  support  them,  but  would  support  the 
Bill  on  account  of  the  principle  it  contains  that 
a  bonus  shall  be  given  for  the  fi.rst  thousand 
tGQDS  of  sugar.  Now,  I  ask  those  honourable 
gentlemen  to  consider  this:  Do  they  want  a 
Bill  in  order  to  give  this  bonus?  Sir,  are 
hononrable  members  of  this  House  aware  that 
erer  since  1880  there  has  been  a  bonus  of 
£1,000  standing  in  the  Gazette  for  the  first  125 
tons  of  beet-root  sugar?  You  do  not  want  a 
Bill  passed  to  allow  you  to  oficr  bonuses.  The 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  in  speaking  on 
the  subject,  mentioned  M.  I>e  Harven,  and 
dwelt  on  the  benefit  it  would  prove  to  have 
Belgian  colonization  in  New  Zealand;  and  I 
believe  that  great  results  would  follow  M.  De 
Harven 's  efforts.  The  Treasurer  told  us  about 
M.  De  Harven's  efforts  on  behalf  of  Belgian 
eolonization  in  New  Zealand,  and  he  told  us 
ih&t  was  a  strong  reason  why  the  Bill  should 
be  passed.  Now,  I  hold  in  my  hand  M.  De 
Harvoi's  work,  "La  Nouvelle-Z^lande,*'  in 
vhich  the  whole  of  his  observations  on  New 
Zealand  are  stated ;  and  among  the  other  in- 

'  duoements  he  lays  before  people  in  Belgium  to 
oome  to  New  Zealand  is  the  fact  that  there  is 
a  bonus  of  £1,000  offered  for  the  production 
of  the  first  125  tons  of  beet-root  sugar  here. 

i  That  book,  published  in  1883,  draws  attention 
to  the  fact  that  since  1880  an  offer  of  a  bonus 

;  has  been  standing,  and  is  to  be  taken  advantage 
of  by  enterprising  Belgians  or  any  one  else. 
Kow,  we  have  to-night  seen  the  Treasurer 
crowned  with  laurels  and  heard  most  enthusi- 
astic eulogies  passed  upon  him  for  bringing  in 
a  Bill  proposing  this  bonus.  Is  it  reasonable  to 
proceed  in  such  a  way  ?  Sir,  I  may  say,  with- 
out the  slightest  egotism,  that  I  was  in  part 
ttie  author  of  the  ofier  of  a  bonus  for  beet-root- 
sugar  production.  Bcference  to  the  Appen- 
dices to  the  Journals  of  1880  will  show  that 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Local  Industries,  of 
whom  I  was  Chairman,  went  into  the  ques- 
tion  at  some  length,  and  that  this  offer  was 
made  on  our  reconmaendation.  No  one  has 
ever  given  me  any  commendation  for  that,  and 
I  suppose  no  one  ever  will ;  but  such  is  the 
fact.  In  M.  De  Harven's  work,  the  offer  of  a 
bonus  and  all  the  advantages  offered  by  the 
colony  for  beet-root-sugar  production  are  enu- 
merated:  this  is  a  book  published  by  the 
Antwerp  Geographical  Society  in  1888.  That 
bonus  might  have  been  taken  up  at  any  time, 
ftod  the  reason  that  it  has  not  been  claimed  is, 


no  doubt,  that  it  has  been  found  more  profit* 
able  to  employ  capital  in  other  directions. 

An  Hon.  Member. — It  is  insufficient. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — There  has  been 
nothing  in  the  world  to  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment multiplying  it  by  four,  raising  it  from 
£1,000  to  £4,000.  That  could  be  done  simply 
by  another  Gazette  notice.  There  was  not  the 
least  occasion  for  a  Bill,  if  only  a  bonus  was 
to  be  offered.  Of  course,  if  we  are  coming  to 
a  policy  of  Protection  a  law  is  required.  But 
I  do  hope  this  House  is  not  going  to  be  led  into 
imposing  on  this  colony  the  inciibus  of  Protec- 
tion simply  through  a  side-wind  of  this  kind. 
If  we  are  to  have  Protection,  let  us  have 
a  clear  and  straightforward  proposal  brought 
down  by  the  Government.  Let  tiiem  take  the 
responsibility  of  the  whole  thing  —  let  them 
say,  **  We  purpose  adopting  a  protective  system 
as  the  fiscal  system  of  the  colony."  But  do 
not  let  us,  by  a  little  Bill  of  this  kind,  be  led 
into  imposing  that  system,  which,  to  my  mind, 
is  the  most  fatal  any  country  can  adopt.  I 
am  very  much  afraid  that  it  is  the  protective 
element  in  the  Bill  which  is  its  charm  to  the 
Government.  Now,  my  reason  for  that  is, 
that  the  Government  have  not  said  whether 
they  approve  the  bonus  system  or  not.  I  will 
read  to  honourable  gentlemen  an  extract  from 
a  letter  written  by  a  gentleman  whom  I  am 
sure  we  shall  all  recognize  as  a  great  authority 
on  the  question  of  beet-root,  a  gentleman  who 
has  studied  the  subject  many  years,  who  was 
the  first,  I  think,  to  bring  it  before  this  House, 
and  who  has  persisted  ever  since  in  urging  it 
on  the  attention  of  the  House.  That  great  au- 
thority is  dead  against  the  system  of  bonuses. 
He  says  upon  it, — 

**  All  efforts  to  establish  beet-sugar  manufac- 
ture by  bonuses  have  failed,  and,  I  venture 
to  say,  h&Ve  naturally  and  fortunately  failed. 
There  are  two  great  objections  to  bonuses :  they 
work  for  too  limited  a  time,  and  they  create 
monopolies." 

Sir,  that  great  authority  is  Sir  Julius  Vogel, 
the  present  Colonial  Treasurer.  That  was  in 
his  letter  to  the  Premier,  dated  June  14, 1880. 
Now  he  brings  down  a  Bill  in  which  he  offers 
a  bonus  of  £4,000  for  the  first  1,000  tons  of 
beet-root  sugar,  and  a  continuous  bonus  for 
fifteen  years. 

An  Hon.  Member. — ^No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — Well,  it  is  in  the 
nature  of  a  contiimous  bonus. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Well,  why  put  it  in  the 
Bill  ?  Look  at  the  side-note  to  the  4th  clause ; 
"If  import  duty  reduced  or  removed,  bonus 
to  be  paid  in  equivalent."  Very  well,  I  ask 
any  honourable  gentleman  of  conmion-sense 
whether  this  Bill  does  not  introduce  a  bonus 
svstem  as  one  of  the  elements  of  encouraging 
this  industry.  Yet  we  find  the  author  of  this 
Bill  emphatically  and  absolutely  condemning 
the  bonus  system  in  1880  in  the  remarkable 
words  I  have  read  to  the  House.  I  do  not 
suppose  the  Treasurer  has  altered  his  opinion 
at  all  about  the  bonuses;  but  I  think  he 
knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  hundreds — aye, 
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thousands — of  people  will  allow  the  principle 
of  Protection  to  be  impoRcd  upon  them  under 
the  guise  of  bonuses,  who  would  not  for  a 
moment  listen  to  it  unless  it  was  brought  in 
under  that  guise  ;  and  he,  anxious  to  introduce 
a  system  of  Protection,  introduces  it  under  the 
guise  of  a  system  to  which,  personally,  he  has 
the  strongest  objection.  Sir,  it  has  alwa^'s 
been  the  case,  and  I  suppose  it  always  will 
be  to  the  end  of  time,  that  Protectionists 
will  never  come  out  in  their  true  colours,  but 
will  use  every  possible  method  they  can  adopt 
for  bringing  in  Protection  without  allowing 
those  on  whom  they  wish  to  impose  it  to  know 
they  are  bringing  it  in.  That  is  the  case  here, 
and  I  object  to  this  Bill  because  it  is  not  a 
straightforward  measure.  As  I  have  said,  if 
onlv  a  bonus  is  to  be  ofTcred,  we  do  not  want  a 
Bill  at  all  :  if  it  is  only  a  question  of  amount, 
nothing  is  easier  than  for  the  Govermnent  to 
increase  the  amount.  On  the  other  hand,  if  it 
is  Protection  we  are  asked  to  adopt,  then  the 
Government  should  say  so  plainly.  In  the 
speech  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  he  never  once 
alluded  to  the  fiscal  aspect  of  the  Bill.  He 
gave  us  a  vast  amount  of  matter  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  industry,  and  his  obser\'ations  on 
the  experience  of  growers  in  different  countries. 
He  went  to  an  infinity  of  pains  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House  with  all  these  matters  ; 
but  he  never  for  a  single  moment  allowed  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  rest  on  the  most  im- 
portant question  of  all — the  fiscal  question — 
involved  in  this  Bill.  Now,  I  say  that,  in  bis 
position  as  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  also  as  the 
author  of  this  Bill,  it  was  his  duty  plainly  to 
tell  the  House  that  it  was  his  proposition  to 
enter  upon  a  course  of  Protection.  This  is  my 
main  objection  to  the  Bill :  that  it  is  a  Protec- 
tion policy.  I  myself  highly  approve  of  offer- 
ing bonuses  to  these  industries,  because  I  think 
they  will  often  induce  capitalists  and  others  to 
take  up  an  industry  which  they  otherwise  would 
not  t  ike  up.  We  have  been  very  successful 
indeel  in  some  instances  with  these  bonuses, 
and  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  offering 
this  bonus,  although  it  ser-nis  a  rather  large 
sum— £4,000  for  the  first  1,000  tons.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  too  much  ;  I  do  not  object  to 
that ;  but  we  do  not  need  this  Bill  to  give  that 
bonus,  and  for  that  reason  I  shall  oppose  its 
second  reading.  But  I  am  dead  against  this 
proposal  to  place  a  protective  duty  on  beet- 
root and  soighum  su^'ar.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
it  will  have  the  result  of  bringing  a  flood  of 
similar  claims  to  this  House.  Let  any  one  look 
at  the  evidence  given  to  the  Local  Industries 
Commission  in  1880.  An  impression  got  abroad 
— an  entirely  mistaken  one — that  the  Commis- 
sion was  appointed  with  a  view  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  protective  tariff,  and  the  result  was 
that  at  every  place  the  Commissioners  were 
met  by  applications  from  persons  wishing  to 
have  their  industries  promoted  by  means  of 
Protection.  Honourable  gentlemen  who  read 
the  evidence  will  find  the  most  curious  facts 
there.  They  will  find,  for  instance,  that  one 
man  showed  that  a  very  great  industry  in 
pickles  might  be  made  in  New  Zealand  if  we 
Mr.  Wakefield 


put  on  a  duty  of  25  per  cent.  Another  genti 
man,  almost  immediately  after,  cajne  ai 
showed  that  there  would  be  a  great  industry  : 
glass  bottles  if  they  were  protected  by  a  dai 
of  25  per  cent.  But,  when  we  asked  the  pick 
man  what  would  be  the  result  of  that,  he  to] 
us  it  would  crush  the  pickle  industry  unless  ¥ 
took  off  the  duty  on  bottles ;  and,  if  we  did  n^ 
put  the  duty  on  bottles,  it  would  crush  tk 
bottle  industry.  And  so  it  went  on,  till  v 
found  that,  if  a  protective  duty  was  once  begoj 
it  would  go  all  round,  till  at  last  all  the  indu 
tries  in  the  colony  except  the  actuaUy  ind 
genous  industries  would  have  to  be  protect€ 
by  a  protective  duty.  Undoubtedly  it  would  I 
so  hero ;  undoubtedly  you  would  have  f  urthi 
claims  for  the  protection  of  industries,  and 
cannot  see  with  what  justice  you  are  going  1 
refuse  them.  The  honourable  member  £c 
Wakanui  mentioned  the  linseed  industry  as 
most  important  one.  That  is  a  matter  I  hav 
gone  into  considerably,  and  I  myself  have  bee 
the  originator  of  an  establishment  for  that  in 
dustry  in  my  own  district.  Not  a  vrord  ha 
fallen  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  nor  froi 
the  most  enthusiastic  supporters  of  this  Bill- 
not  even  from  the  honourable  member  for  Che 
viot — in  favour  of  the  beet  industry  that  conli 
not  bo  said  in  favour  of  the  linseed  industry 
That  is  also  one  of  the  mainstays  of  BeJ 
gium  ;  it  is  an  industry  which  there  support 
a  vast  population  on  a  small  area  of  ground 
and  in  some  cases  it  yields  as  much  as  £10( 
per  acre  net  profit.  I  could  produce  statistic 
about  linseed ;  I  could  reel  them  off  by  th< 
yard,  just  as  the  Treasurer  did  about  beet 
The  facts  or  theories  about  the  production  o 
linseed  in  New  Zealand  are  quite  as  startling 
as  those  about  beet,  and  even  more  so.  The] 
show  that  no  country  in  the  world  producei 
so  much  linseed  to  the  acre  as  New  Zea- 
land. There  are  other  circumstances  ver^ 
startling  indeed  with  regard  to  that  indus- 
try; and  I  say  that,  if  you  protect  this  beet- 
root industry,  it  is  as  certain  as  possible 
that  you  will  have  a  claim  for  the  protection 
of  the  linseed  industry.  We  have  opened  a 
linseed  factory  in  my  own  district,  which  we 
hope  will  be  a  success.  It  is  conducted  on 
free-troile  principles,  and  those  who  are  con- 
cerned in  the  undertaking  have  not  the  slight- 
est expectation  of  any  Government  assistance 
at  all.  But,  if  you  are  going  to  protect  this 
beet-sugar  industry,  I  do  not  see  how  you  can 
refuse  the  same  protection  to  the  linseed  manu- 
facturers. There  is  another  factory  in  the 
North,  which  is  languishing.  They 'will  now 
say  it  is  for  want  of  Government  assistance; 
but  it  is  simply  shut  up  from  other  causes— the 
want  of  proper  machinery.  In  the  South  we 
have  two  sorts  of  machinery,  and  with  one  sort 
we  find  that  the  industry  is  successful,  and  we 
can  produce  a  fibre  for  export  worth  £70  per 
ton.  This  is  an  industry  which  will  produce 
for  export  an  article  for  which  there  is  an 
inexhaustible  demand  in  other  parts  of  the 
world.  This  beet  industry,  on  the  other  hand, 
is  not  intended  to  produce  an  exportable  ar- 
ticle.   Now  I  come  to  a  section  of  the  debate 
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which  has  occnpied  the  greater  part  of  the 
evening,  and  which  has  been  very  interesting. 
Statements  have  been  made  by  a  number  of 
honourable  gentlemen — ^particularly  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  and  the  honourable  members 
ior  Brace  and  Franklin  North  —  who  have 
biooght  a  vast  amount  of  information  before 
as  to  show  that  beet-root  grows  most  luxuri- 
antly in  Kew  Zealand;  that  it  costs  hardly 
anything  to  cultivate,  and  that  its  products  are 
simply  enormous.  The  honourable  member 
for  Bruce  has  told  us  that  a  man  has  only  to 
grow  beet-root  on  ten  acres  of  ground  in  order 
to  have  £100  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  put  in 
the  bank.  He  goes  on  in  a  proportionate  scale  : 
If  a  man  grows  100  acres  of  beet-root,  he  will 
have  £1,000  to  put  in  the  bank ;  and  so,  I  sup- 
pose, if  he  grows  1,000  acres  he  will  have 
£10,000  of  profit,  if  10,000  acres  then  £100,000, 
and  if  100,000  acres  then  a  million  sterling  to 
put  in  the  bank.  So  that,  at  that  rate,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  us  paying  off  our  national 
debt  in  a  few  years.  The  honourable  member 
for  Franklin  North  has  given  us  similar  experi- 
ence, only  in  a  little  more  sober  account,  if  I 
may  so  speak.  He  told  us  you  can  get  a  gross 
receipt  of  £30  an  acre  from  sorghum ;  he  did  not 
tell  us  what  the  expenses  would  be,  but  he  led 
us  to  believe  they  would  be  verj'  small,  and  the 
Treasurer  told  us  so  too.  Now,  as  has  been 
already  pointed  out,  nearly  all  the  information 
that  has  been  given  by  the  Treasurer  is  to  be 
found  in  Mr.  Graham's  pamphlet ;  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  speech  contained  passages 
taken  almost  verbatim  from  that  pamphlet.  All 
that  he  told  us,  and  a  great  deal  more,  is  to 
be  found  in  this  pamphlet,  which  contains  ex- 
tracts from  M.  De  Lavergne's  work,  "L*Eco- 
nomie  rurale  de  la  France."  Mr.  Graham 
shows  that  twenty  tons  per  acre  will  pro- 
duce a  net  profit  of  £9  48.  He  gives  particu- 
lars of  the  expense  that  will  be  incurred,  the 
cost  of  labour,  cultivating  the  soil,  drilling, 
manuring,  ar^  so  on,  and  he  makes  the  amount 
£7.  He  shows  that  on  bad  land  the  net  profit 
will  be  £3  an  acre,  that  on  middling  land  it 
will  be  £5  lOs.,  and  that  on  good  land  it  will  be 
£9  4s.  per  acre.  Those  statements  are  some- 
what startling.  Then,  he  goes  on  to  tell  us 
that,  **  In  the  interest  of  every  New  Zealand 
settler  it  is  necessary  to  give  a  bonus,  and 
'{ffotect '  the  industry  in  a  variety  of  ways." 
Sir,  a  more  illogical  conclusion  I  should 
have  thought  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to 
imagine.  The  pamphlet  proves  conclusively 
that  the  industry  requires  no  State  encourage- 
ment, but  that  it  is  a  fortune  to  any  man  who 
will  enter  upon  it.  I  have  no  douot  that  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  took  his  Bill  from  this 
pamphlet  of  Mr.  Graham,  as  all  its  recom- 
mendations are  contained  in  this  publica- 
tion. The  same  non  sequitur  occurs  in  this 
pamphlet  that  occurs  in  the  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Bruce,  who  dilated  to- 
night on  the  enormous  advantages  of  beet- 
loo^growing.  If  a  man  has  only  to  farm  ten 
acres  of  land  in  order  to  make  a  net  profit 
of  £100  by  the  end  of  the  year  to  put  in 
the  savings-bank,  I  say  by  all  means  let  him 


do  it;  let  every  man  inunediately  go  and 
cultivate  ten  acres  of  land,  and  put  £100  into 
the  bank  at  the  end  of  the  year.  But,  I  say, 
let  him  do  it  out  of  his  ten  acre%  and 
not  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers-  of 
New  Zealand.  Looking  at  the  matter  in  a 
reasonable  way,  can  the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  be  said  to  hang  to- 
gether with  the  other  statement  that  a  pro- 
tective duty  of  a  halfpenny  in  the  pound  is 
required  in  order  to  bring  this  industry  into 
New  Zealand  ?  The  statements  are  contradic- 
tory. I  believe  that  New  Zealand  is  very  well 
suited  for  the  beet-root  industry — that  places 
in  New  Zealand  which  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
never  mentioned  are  well  suited.  I  beUeve 
that  beet-root  can  be  grown  inland  away  from 
the  sea — away  from  salt  streams.  It  will  not 
grow  well  near  the  sea,  for  the  reason  that  a 
small  quanti|;y  of  salt  will  destroy  a  large  quan- 
tity of  sugar.  That  is  found  to  be  the  case. 
But  in  places  inland,  protected  from  these, 
saline  influences,  beet-root  will  grow  very  well 
in  New  Zealand  where  there  is  moisture  suf- 
ficient to  keep  it  growing.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  good  sugar  will  be  extracted  from  it.  If 
honourable  gentlemen  will  look  at  the  report 
I  prepared  on  the  Ashburton  Exhibition  in 
1881,  they  will  find  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  growing  beet-root.  They  will  soe  that 
about  Ashburton  the  beet-root  yields  15  per 
cent,  of  sugar,  whereas  in  Germany  12  per  cent. 
is  considered  a  satisfactory  return.  We  do  not 
want  any  statements  to  show  us  that  we  can 
grow  beet-root  and  make  sugar  from  it ;  but 
the  point  is,  whether  it  is  not  cheaper  to  get 
the  sugar  from  abroad  than  grow  it  in  the 
country  —  whether  it  is  not  better  to  buy 
sugar  in  the' cheapest  markets  than  produce 
it  by  an  expensive  process  in  the  colony. 
Honourable  gentlemen  have  said  that  half  a 
million  of  money  a  year  is  sent  out  of  New 
Zealand  for  sugar,  which  might  be  kept  in  tiia 
colony.  That  is  a  sheer  fallacy.  If  you  can 
get  sugar  cheaper  from  abroad  than  you  can 
by  growing  it  in  the  country,  then  it  is  cheaper 
to  send  half  a  million  of  money  out  of  the 
country.  It  is  a  question  of  exchange,  and  the 
principle  of  exchange  is  the  very  essence  of 
the  prosperity  of  a  commercial  country.  To 
say  that  we  are  not  to  send  any  money  out  of 
New  Zealand  is  to  say  that  we  are  not  to 
send  any  produce  out  of  New  Zealand,  that  wo 
should  grow  everything  for  our  own  use,  and 
never  send  anything  away.  Suppose  any  man 
in  business  were  to  conduct  his  aSairs  on  that 
principle,  what  would  be  the  result  ?  He  would 
be  able  to  live  for  a  time,  but  he  would  never 
be  any  richer,  and  he  would  end  by  starving 
to  death.  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  what 
harm  it  can  be  to  a  country  to  send  products 
abroad,  and  bring  back  in  exchange  for  them 
other  products  which  could  not  be  grown  as 
cheaply  as  they  could  be  imported.  That,  to 
my  mind,  is  the  essence  of  business.  We  have 
splendid  exports  from  New  Zealand.  There 
are  very  few  countries  in  the  world — as  has  been 
shown  over  and  over  again  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer himself^no  country  where  the  exports 
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have  increased  in  number  and  value  as  in  New 
Zealand  during  the  compeuntively  short  period 
it  has  been  colonized.  There  is  no  more  ardent 
advo^te  of  local  industries  in  New  Zealand 
than  I  am,  and  very  few  men  have  given  more 
attention  to  the  subject  than  I  have,  and,  be- 
cause I  am  opposing  this  Bill,  it  must  not  be 
supposed  that  I  am  opposed  in  any  way  to 
loocd  industries ;  but  I  say  we  are  going  alto- 
gether on  a  wrong  course — one  that  will  tamper 
with  our  fiscal  system,  throw  our  fiscal  policy 
into  confusion,  and  also  damage  our  exchange 
trade  with  other  countries  of  the  world.  And 
what  for?  Simply  for  the  sake  of  assisting 
particular  persons  to  set  about  trying  com- 
mercial experiments  -which  they  could  well 
afford  to  try  without  the  assistance  now  pro- 

S>scd.  We  are  told  that  we  should  poLss  this 
ill  on  account  of  the  great  benefits  it  will  con- 
fer upon  the  North  Island — that  .we  should  do 
so,  if  we  wish  to  have  the  capital  spent  in  the 
solony,  and  to  fill  the  country  with  a  thriving 
population.  The  fsMst  is,  we  cannot  afford  to 
give  £4,000  to  people  to  start  sugar-making. 
Why  cannot  they  raise  the  money  themselves? 
In  Queen  Street,  Auckland,  they  could  coUect 
the  £4,000  in  haJf  an  hour,  if  it  were  shown 
to  the  satisfaction  of  business  men  that  these 
vast  results  would  accrue.  Surely  they  are 
not  driven  to  such  terrible  straits  that  they 
could  not  collect  £4,000  in  New  Zealand  in 
order  to  start  this  trade.  I  know  it  would 
cost  more  than  £4,000  to  start  a  factory.  "Mi. 
Graham  estimates,  in  his  pamphlet,  that  it 
would  cost  £10,000  to  start  a  factory  that 
would  produce  1,200,0001b.  of  raw  sugar  per 
annum.  All  the  information  is  contained  in 
this  pamphlet.  I  do  not  wish  to  quote  the 
particulars  fully,  as  no  doubt  honourable  mem- 
bers have  read  the  pamphlet.  Gould  not  the 
commercial  people  of  New  Zealand  provide  the 
money  themselves,  if  the  results  will  be  such 
as  are  here  stated  from  the  establishment  of 
such  an  industry,  and  not  ask  for  State  assist- 
ance? We  have  already  various  industries  in 
different  parts  of  New  Zealand  started  and  car- 
ried on  without  such  aid.  Take,  for  instance, 
our  breweries:  there  is  a  great  amount  of 
money  invested  in  them.  Take  our  factories — 
the  boot-factory  in  Ghristchurch,  for  instance — 
there  is  a  great  amount  of  money  invested  in 
that  trade,  and  in  other  undertokings.  The 
people  have  put  their  money  into  these  various 
branches  of  industry.  Is  there  any  good  reason 
why  we  should  be  called  upon  to  make  special 
efforts  to  assist  the  sugar  industry?  I  say, 
if  the  granting  of  a  small  bonus  alone,  with- 
out subsequent  protection,  would  do  it,  by  all 
means  give  it  to  them.  I  do  not,  however, 
believe  that  it  will.  The  fact  brought  forward 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon  was 
most  important:  that  the  value  of  sugar  as 
a  marketable  commodity  fluctuates  so  enor- 
mously that  you  never  can  tell  whether  State 
aid  will  make  any  difference  or  not  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind.  He  has  shown  us  that 
during  the  last  few  months  the  value  of  sugar 
has  decreased  to  an  unprecedented  extent. 
The  same  thing  may  happen  to-moxrow.  The 
Mr.  Wakefield 


direct  steam  service  might  upset  the  calenlft. 
tions  upon  which  this  Bill  is  framed.  It  is  a 
wrong  course  to  adopt  to  try  to  set  up  sa 
industry  by  means  of  a  protective  duty,  or 
something  equivalent  to  a  protective  duty.  I 
know  it  may  be  said  that  this  is  not  really  a 
question  of  protective  duty,  for  the  reason  tibafc 
it  is  not  proposed  to  raise  the  sugar  duty  at  the 
present  time.  But  the  moment  you  say  that  the 
duty  shall  be  fixed,  and  that  this  Parliament 
shall  have  no  power  to  alter  it  unless  it  com- 
pensates the  people  engaged  in  this  industry, 
you  make  it  a  question  of  protective  duty.  ThB 
4th  clause  of  the  Bill  shows  that,  if  we  were  to 
abolish  or  reduce  the  import  duty,  we  should 
have  to  go  on  paying  these  people  afterwards. 
I  contend  that  we  are  decidedly  passing  a 
measure  of  Protection,  in  adopting  this  BilL 
I  shall  oppose  it,  not  only  on  the  ground  that 
we  do  not  want  a  Bill  to  encourage  this  indus- 
try, but  because  I  am  opposed  to  Protection  in 
any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  JOYCE. — The  honourable  member  for 
Selwyn  just  now  mentioned  three  or  four  in- 
dustries as  illustrative  of  his  position  that  it 
is  possible  to  start  industries  in  this  colony 
witnout  adopting  a  system  of  protective  duties. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  said  without  giving 
bonuses. 

Mr.  JOYCE. — And  without  protective  duties. 

Mr.  WAKEPIELD.--I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  JOYCE.— Well,  I  will  assume  that  the 
honourable  member  simply  referred  to  bonuses; 
but  I  understood  him  to  include  protective 
duties  as  well,  and  I  rose  because  his  remarkB 
suggested  to  me  this  thought:  that,  if  yoa 
take  away  from  those  industries  the  protective 
duties  that  are  now  levied  in  their  favour, 
they  will  at  once  perish.  Take  away  the 
duties  which  operate  in  favour  of  the  woollen 
industry,  the  boot  industry,  the  clothing  fac- 
tories, and  you  will  find  that  they  will  at  once 
perish,  everyone  of  them.  Honourable  gentle- 
men call  themselves  Free-traders,  and  would 
have  us  believe  that  these  duties  are  not  pro- 
tective, but  are  levied  for  revenue  purposes. 
But  that  is  a  mere  delusion.  They  are  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  protective  duties ;  and,  if 
the  protection  afforded  by  those  duties  were 
once  withdrawn,  then  these  industries  would 
perish.  I  do  not  intend  to  say  anything  or 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House.  I  had  some 
idea,  however,  earlier  in  the  evening,  of  speak- 
ing at  some  length  on  the  subject.  I  am  an 
ardent  Protectionist,  and  I  had  a  desire  to  reply 
to  the  honourable  member  for  Inangahua,  who 
certainly  placed  before  the  House  in  a  beauti- 
fully concise  form  the  views  of  what  I  might 
term  the  ultra  Free-traders.  And,  from  the 
honourable  gentleman's  point  of  view,  no  doubt 
he  made  out  a  good  case ;  but  the  inexorable 
logic  of  facts  is  dead  against  these  refined  ai^ 
guments.  The  arguments  may  be  right  enou^ 
in  an  abstract  form,  but  we  have  before  us  the 
fact  that  the  greatest  nations  in  the  world- 
America,  France,  Prussia,  and  other  countries 
— have  all  practised  Protection,  and  surely  we 
will  not  set  ourselves  up  to  say  that  we  are 
right  and  that  they  are  wrong.     There  ww 
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CBie  other  thing  that  I  desired  to  say,  and  that 
was  with  regard  to  the  remark  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wakanui,  who  spoke  of  the 
impossibility  of  our  competing  against  coun- 
tries in  which  the  price  of  labour  was  low. 
Bat  if  the  honourable  gentleman  will  think 
iac  a  moment,  he  will  see  that  his  argument 
caoies  no  wei^pit  whatever.  We,  in  this  coun- 
tiy,  notwithstanding  our  high-priced  labour, 
gcow  wheat  and  export  it  to  the  Home-country 
and  compete  successfully  in  Britain  with  the 
wheat  grown  there,  where  there  is  low-priced 
labour.  As  is  suggested  by  an  honourable 
gaitieman  sitting  near  me,  we  compete  even 
with  India.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that  we 
shall  not  long  grow  wheat  for  export.  No  one 
ean  dose  his  eyes  to  that  fact,  and  we  should 
east  about  for  fresh  industries.  It  is  now  seven 
years  since  this  question  was  last  imder  dis- 
eofision  in  this  House,  and  I  certainly  regret 
very  much  that  the  House  did  not  then  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  we  are  now  asked  to 
oome  to ;  I  regret  that  we  did  not  then  try  the 
eipeiiment  of  giving  assistance  to  the  sugar 
induBtry.  Possibly  had  we  done  so  we  should 
not  have  seen  the  depression  which  we  have 
seen  existing  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years.  It  was,  I  think,  worth  while  sacrificing 
a  little  in  order  to  establish  an  industry  of 
such  importance.  I  will  add  this  :  Something 
has  been  said  about  so  much  money  being 
thrown  away  each  year— some  £4,000  or  £5,000 
—by  way  of  bonus  to  this  industry ;  but  will  it 
be  beUeved  that  during  the  last  twelve  months 
ve  have  paid  away  double  that  amount  for 
file  encouragement  of  the  saw-milling  indus- 
fciy  in  Western  Australia  ?  We  have  during 
tiie  last  twelve  months  imported  one  hundred 
thoasaud  sleepers,  at  a  cost  of  5s.  per  sleeper 
or  thereabouts;  while,  at  the  same  time,  we 
eonld  have  got  an  equally  good  article  in  this 
oopntry  for  about  half  the  money.  No  one 
taised  his  voice  against  that  protection  of  a 
foieign  industry.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
vobbX  contained  in  this  Bill,  we  should  not 
have  the  slightest  hesitation  in  paying  away  so 
much  to  establish  this  sugar-producing  indus- 
try. France  at  this  moment  pays,  and  has 
l«  many  years  past  paid,  a  bounty  of  about 
a  hal^nny  a  pound  on  every  pound  of  sugar 
exported  to  Great  Britain,  and  finds  it  to  her 
advantage  to  do  so,  despite  all  the  reasonings 
di  the  Free-traders.  The  French  people  look 
at  the  facts ;  they  see  that  all  their  people  are 
en^loyed ;  that  they  have  no  poor  people ;  that 
there  is  employment  for  every  one  willing  to 
work ;  and  they  say  it  is  worth  while  making  a 
aacrifice  for  that  purjoose.  Must  we  not  agree 
irith  them  ?  It  is  said  that  this  must  always 
be  a  garden  industry — that  we  must  always 
contend  with  the  disadvantage  of  dear  labour ; 
bat  I  do  not  think  so.  We  have  such  com- 
plete appliances  for  cultivating  the  land  now 
that  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  labour  may 
be  said  to  have  been  overcome.  I  hope  that  it 
Btty  become  a  successful  industry,  and  there- 
lue  I  ahaU  support  the  Bill. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE. — I  understood  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  to  say  that  he  wished 


to  see  the  sugar  industry  brought  into  existence 
in  the  same  manner  as  that  in  which  other 
industries  were  brought  into  existence  —  by 
means  of  bonuses. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— No. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE.— If  so,  I  do  not  see  how  he 
can  call  himself  a  Free-traider,  because  bonuses 
are  to  some  extent  protective.  Then,  he  went 
on  to  say  that  he  would  encourage  local  in- 
dustries; but  in  what  way  he  would  do  it, 
except  by  Protection,  I  fail  to  see.  As  far  as 
this  particular  industry  is  concerned,  I  shall 
be  prepared  to  give  it  some  support,  though  I 
cannot  go  to  the  extent  proposed  in  this  Bill. 
I  think  it  unfair  and  improper  to  put  on  such  a. 
duty  as  is  here  proposed  for  fifteen  years,  for, 
after  all,  it  is  a  duty,  whether  you  pay  it  in 
the  shape  of  an  import  duty  or  pay  out  of  the 
consolidated  revenue.  I  would  much  prefer, 
as  other  honourable  members  have  suggested, 
to  see  the  bonus  increased  at  once,  and  these 
provisions  relating  to  Excise  done  away  with,, 
for  then  we  should  know  exactly  what  our 
liabilities  really  are.  I  think  the  duty  should 
be  taken  ofi  sugar  altogether.  I  cannot  agree 
with  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  that 
all  that  is  proposed  to  be  done  could  be  done 
by  bonuses,  and  that  the  Bill  is  therefore 
unnecessary.  You  oould  not,  without  an  Act, 
secure  what  is  contemplated  in  clause  3 — the 
prevention  of  the  imposition  of  an  Excise  duty 
on  sugar.  However,  I  think,  from  the  terms 
in  which  this  industry  has  been  spoken  of, 
that  it  should  prosper  very  well  even  without 
this  Bill.  We  know  that  there  are  now  in  the 
colony  gentlemen  with  capital  looking  about  to 
start  industries  without  any  protection,  and  we 
have  only  to  look  back  over  the  last  two  years 
to  see  what  large  undertakings  may  be  started 
without  such  aid.  Two  years  ago  we  were 
asked  for  a  bonus  of  some  £40,000  a  year  on 
behalf  of  the  New  Zealand  Shipping  Company  to 
encourage  it  to  start  a  direct  steam  service,  and 
we  were  told  that  we  could  not  for  many  years 
have  a  steam  service  unless  we  paid  some  such 
sum ;  but  now  we  have  two  direct  steam  lines, 
without  having  incurred  any  expenditure  of  the 
kind.  I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  thia 
Bill,  but  reserve  to  myself  the  right  to  vote,  in 
Committee,  for  striking  out  the  dth  clause^  and, 
like  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa,  if  this 
clause  should  not  be  struck  out,  I  shall  vote 
against  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SMITH, — I  will  point  out  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Awarua  that  one  circumstance 
escaped  him  when  he  said  that,  as  we  had  sent 
wheat  Home  to  England  and  had  competed 
with  wheat  grown  there  by  the  aid  of  cheap 
labour,  therefore  dear  labour  was  not  likely  to 
interfere  with  the  progress  of  this  sugar-grow-  - 
ing  industry.  Why  is  it  that  we  are  able  to 
send  wheat  Home  to  England?  Is  it  not  be- 
cause England  is  a  Free-trade  country  and  doea 
not  put  any  duty  on  wheat  ?  If  England  were 
to  put  a  duty  on  wheat,  we  should  not  be  able 
to  send  Home  another  bushel.  This  fallacy 
lies  at  the  root  of  all  the  arguments  of  the  Pro- 
tectionists. If  the  country  adopts  a  protective 
policy,  and  can  send  its  exports  to  a  Free-tradd 
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country,  where  they  are  admitted  free  of  duty, 
and  puts  a  protective  tax  upon  the  goods  which 
•come  from  that  country,  of  course  Protection 
may  prove  a  very  good  policy.  But,  if  all  coun- 
tries adopt  a  protective  policy,  what  advantage 
is  Protection  then  to  any  particular  country  ? 
I,  as  a  Free-trader,  object  to  clause  4  in  the 
Bill,  because  it  prevents  the  duty  being  taken 
off  sugar  during  the  next  fifteen  years.  No 
doubt  this  industry  would  bo  a  very  good  one 
for  the  colony  if  it  could  be  established,  and  I 
am  quite  aware  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
Hawko's  Bay  District  is  specially  suitable  for 
the  growth  of  beet  and  sorghum ;  but  neverthe- 
less I  object  to  the  4th  clause.  I  am  not  in 
favour  of  Protection,  and  I  cannot  see  its  ad- 
vantages. The  arguments  sound  very  well, 
but  they  do  not  work  out  in  practice.  One 
great  argimient  is  that  Protection  increases  the 

Erice  of  labour,  and  gives  more  employment; 
ut  what  really  happens  in  experience  is  this  : 
Suppose  a  particular  trade  is  protected — the 
shoemaking  trade,  for  instance — the  men  em- 
ployed in  that  trade  get  more  for  their  labour 
perhaps,  but  tlien  they  have  to  pay  much  more 
for  the  boots  which  they  and  their  families  use, 
«nd  the  extra  price  which  they  pay  goes  far  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  wages  which  they  re- 
ceive ;  and,  if  Protection  is  applied  to  all  other 
articles  of  use,  the  advantage  of  high  wages 
soon  disappears,  because  the  labourer  has  to 
pay  so  much  more  for  clothing  and  for  every- 
thing else  he  wants.  It  is  found  in  all  Pro- 
tection countries,  like  America,  that  once  you 
adopt  a  policy  of  Protection  it  cannot  be  got 
rid  of.  If  one  trade  enjoys  the  benefit  of  Pro- 
tection other  trades  want  it,  and  gradually  it 
is  extended  to  all,  and  the  trades  become  so 
powerful,  as  they  have  done  in  Victoria,  that  it 
is  quite  impossible  to  do  away  with  Protection. 
I  shall  not  oppose  the  Bill  at  this  stage.  The 
only  objection  I  have  is  to  the  4th  clause,  and 
I  object  to  that  because  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  of  advantage  to  have  protective  duties 
to  the  extent  contemplated  by  that  clause. 

Mr.  HATCH.— The  honourable  member  for 
^Selwyn  made  one  great  mistake.  In  speaking 
of  the  linseed-oil  industry,  he  said  he  had  a 
considerable  interest  in  a  company  in  Canter- 
bury, and  that  that  company  ha<l  not  wanted 
any  protection,  but  yet  had  started  the  indus- 
try very  successfully,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
pay.  Now,  I  wish  to  point  out  that  that  par- 
ticular industry  had  been  protected  from  the 
very  beginning.  It  is  protected,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, by  a  duty  of  6d.  per  gallon  on  the  oil ; 
and  then,  if  any  person  wishes  to  import  lin- 
-eeed,  from  India  or  any  other  place  where  it  is 
grown,  for  the  purpose  of  making  oil,  it  is  in- 
sisted that  the  linseed  shall  pay  duty  as  grain, 
-but  if  it  is  imported  merely  as  linseed  for  medi- 
•cinal  or  seed  purposes  there  is  no  duty  on  it. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— We  make  no  oil,  bo 
that  we  are  not  protected  in  any  way. 

Mr.  HATCH. — Then  the  company  cannot 
prosper.     What  does  it  manufacture  ? 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — Fibre— binding-twine 
«nd  fibre  for  export. '  Wo  do  not  manufacture 
•oil,  nor  have  we  any  intention  of  doing  so. 
Mr,  Smith 


Mr.  HATCH.— The  oompany  would  find 
much  more  profitable  to  manafacture  d 
However,  I  did  not  intend  to  speak  Tij>on  tl 
subject.  I  will  only  say  that  I  believe  in  Pb 
tection  myself,  and,  as  to  bonuses,  I  will  simp] 
say  that,  as  the  system  of  bonuses  was  startc 
two  years  ago,  and  hsA  not  been  taken,  advai 
tage  of  to  any  extent,  that  shows  that  fehi 
system  has  been  a  failure  and  open  to  grai 
objection,  I  think.  If  we  are  going  to  sta 
any  industries  at  all,  it  is  necessary  to  do  f 
through  the  Customs;  and  there  I  think  tl 
Bill  is  a  Uttle  premature,  because  it  is  onJ 
part  of  a  system  of  alterations  in  the  Gnston 
duties,  which  the  Government  have  not  hi 
time  to  go  into.  I  certainly  believe  we  hai 
not  population  to  go  into  this  matter  properl; 
Then,  the  payment  of  a  bonus  for  erecting  plax 
is  not  sufficient.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  i 
hold  out  considerable  inducements  to  thoc 
who  are  to  grow  the  material  for  the  plant  1 
work  upon. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  am  glad  to  see  that  a 
round  the  House  there  seems  to  be  a  desire  1 
do  something  to  promote  further  agricultiuf 
products  in  this  colony ;  and  the  only  questio 
is,  How  can  it  be  done,  if  it  can  be  don 
by  the  Government  at  all?  The  honourabl 
member  who  quoted  from  Professor  Sumne 
seemed  to  support  the  principle  that  the  G< 
vemment  ought  not  to  interfere  in  any  induf 
tries  at  all.  If  that  principle  were  proper!; 
carried  out,  we  should  not  have  the  Govern 
ment  constructing  roads,  bridges,  railways,  o 
harbour  works.  The  honourable  member  fo 
Taranaki,  whose  speeches  are  always  a  pal 
reficx  of  a  Cobden  Club  essay,  talked,  as  usual 
about  the  Free-trade  system  in  England  a 
a  thing  that  we  ought  to  follow.  I  canno 
understand  that  honourable  gentleman's  posi 
tion.  If  he  is  logical,  he  must  take  up  th( 
same  position  as  Sunmer  and  all  those  politioa 
philosophers  who  say  that  the  State  shouU 
interfere  with  nothing,  but  simply  keep  order 
But,  if  the  State  is  to  foster  agricultural  indotf 
tries  and  commerce  by  subsidising  the  making 
of  roads,  bridges,  railways,  and  steam  services 
where  is  the  line  to  be  drawn  ?  It  is  to  b< 
drawn  at  what  is  expedient  for  the  time  being. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  draw  no  line  at  all. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Of  course  not.  We  find  hiiii 
always  voting  on  his  own  side  in  f avoiur  of  State 
aid  to  roads,  bridges,  harbours,  and  so  forth. 
There  is  no  consistency  in  the  honomaW^ 
gentleman's  action,  if  he  is  really  a  beUever  in 
the  laissezfaire  policy.  Without  following  the 
arguments  of  all  the  speakers,  I  would  refer  to 
one  or  two  points.  I  heard  a  reference  to  Free- 
trade  colonies,  and  the  great  advantages  they 
enjoyed ;  and  I  actually  heard  to-night  that 
New  South  Wales  is  a  Free-trade  colony.  Why, 
take  this  very  question  of  the  sugar  du^. 
New  South  Wales  puts  a  duty  of  fd.  on  refined 
sugar,  and  about  Jd.  on  raw  sugar.  On  a  great 
many  things,  even  articles  of  food,  New  Soath 
Wales  has  heavier  duties  than  New  Zealft&d; 
so  it  is  nonsense  to  talk  about  New  South 
Wales  being  a  Free-trade  colony.  Then,  ^ 
had  an  instance  given  of  the  Straits  Settlementi 
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Why,  it  18  only  about  the  size  of  one  of  the  New 
Zcttland  counties — about  half  as  big  again  as 
Stewart  Island — and  that  is  to  be  taken  as  a 
test 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— What  about  the  popu- 
lation? 

Mr.  STOUT.— It  is  true  the  population  is 
About  half  a  million ;  but  it  is  composed  of 
Malays  and  Chinamen.  And  how  are  they 
taxed  ?  Taxes  are  put  on  opium  and  on  spirits ; 
and — ^would  honourable  members  believe  it? 
—this  most  prosperous  colony  depends  on  a 
land-tjEix,  which  the  honourable  member  for 
fidwyn  always  opposes,  and  declares  would  be 
the  rain  of  New  Zealand.  Then,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Selwyn  proceeded  to  flatter 
tiie  honourable  member  for  Thomdon  about 
the  free  breakfast-table  that  he  mentioned. 
Why,  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  was 
one'of  those  who  sneered  most  at  the  remission 
of  the  sugar  duty  in  1878,  and  declared  that 
it  was  not  the  working-man  but  the  squatter 
who  would  gain  by  it. 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— That  was  quite  true. 
Mr.  STOUT.— Then,  what  was  the  meaning 
of  the  reference  to  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Thomdon  ? 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  —  I  made  no  reference 
whatever  to  what  he  said  about  a  free  break- 
fast-table. I  referred  to  his  allusion  to  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  sugar  owing  to  the  opening 
of  the  China  trade. 

Mr.   STOUT.— Did    not    the    honourable 
member,  in  his  speech,  refer  to  the  possible 
remission    or    taking-off    of   the   sugar   duty 
altogether  ? 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— No. 
Mr.  STOUT.— Very  well ;   in  that  case  the 
honourable    member  can    have   no  objection 
whatever  to  the  proposal  in  this  Bill  to  keep 
the  duty  at  ^.,  occause  the  remission  would 
not  benefit  the  working-man    but  the    large 
fiqaatters,  and   he  does  not  wish  to  benefit 
them  —  he  wishes  to  see  the  working-classes 
benefited.     Therefore  he  cannot  reasonably  ob- 
ject to  the  main  clauses  of  the  Bill.     Then, 
he  talked  about  bein^  the  father  of  the  bonus 
i}rstem.    I  really  think  he  should  remember 
Uie  old  Tno-^gim  which  says  one  should  not  give 
himself  self-praise.     It  is  nonsense  for  him 
to  talk  about  being  the  father  of  the  bonus 
system.     There  were  bonuses  given  long  be- 
foie  his  Gomnussion  reported.    Of  course,   I 
afisome  from  the  tone  of  his  speech  that  all 
the  other   members    of   that    Conmiission  — 
Uesis.  Tinn^,  Bain,  Stevens,  Boms,  and  W. 
A.  Murray  —  were    mere  dummies ;  that  the 
whole    eport  was  written  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Selwyn.    What  was  the  system, 
there  recommended  ?    Will  honourable  mem- 
beis  really  believe  that  the  system  there  ad- 
vocated was  not  the  system  of  bonus  recom- 
mend^ in  this  Bill,  but  the  system  which  tho 
honourable  member  most  strongly  denounced 
in  the  South  Sea  Island  Bill?     It  was  pro- 
posed to  pay  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  upon 
capital  invested  in  all  industries  except  silk. 
There  were  to  be  subsidized  trading  compcuiies 
throughout  the  length  and   breadth  of  New 


Zealand.  That  honourable  member  who 
so  eloquent  in  denouncing  the  South  Sea. 
Island  Bill  actually  recommended  a  sjrstenx 
of  bonus  which  was  founded  entirely  upon  a 
guarantee  system,  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  colony,  for  all  kinds  of  indus« 
tries  t 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  report  says,— 

"  The  Commission  therefore  desire  that  tho 
expression  *  bonus  *  whenever  used  in  their  re- 
port, except  with  respect  to  the  production  of 
silk,  shall  be  understood  to  mean  a  guarantee- 
of  interest  on  the  capital  invested  up  to  5  per 
cent.,  for  a  period  of  four  to  six  years." 

The  honourable  member  has  forgotten  what> 
he  wrote. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  had  it  before  me. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Then,  why  interrupt  mo  and 
say  it  was  not  a  guaranteed  interest  on  capi« 
tal? 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.- For  a  limited  period. 

Mr.  STOUT.— There  was  not  a  word  about 
"limited  period."  He  interrupted  by  saying 
it  was  not  a  guarantee  of  interest  on  capitaU 
Beally  the  honourable  member  should  think 
that,  when  I  refer  to  a  document,  my  memory 
is  sufficient  to  recollect  what  is  in  it. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— What  is  aU  thia 
about?     Why  are  you  assailing  me  now ? 

Mr.  STOUT. — Simply  to  prove,  if  it  is  neces- 
sary, that,  on  this  question  as  on  many  others*, 
the  honourable  member  speaks  one  way  in  the- 
first  part  of  his  speech,  in  another  way  at  the 
end  of  it,  and  then  forgets  all  about  what  he 
said.  The  honourable  member's  opinion  on 
this  question  of  bonuses  mav  have  been  valu- 
able for  the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon, 
and  those  members  of  the  Commission  who 
were  dummies,  and  who  merely  signed  the  re- 
port ;  but  it  can  have  no  value  whatever,  in  dis- 
cussing this  question,  for  honourable  members 
who  wish  to  be  guided  by  some  definite  prin- 
ciple. I  hope  the  honourable  member  will 
pardon  me,  but  throughout  the  session  he 
seems  to  get  up  to  speak  sunply  to  attack  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  on  every  measure  brought 
down.  I  do  not  say  that  he  has  any  personal 
feeling  in  the  matter,  because  I  put  it  in  this 
way:  He  is  never,  to  uso  a  common  phrase,. 
**  in  good  form  "  except  when  he  is  criticising^ 
He  is  utterly  at  sea  if  he  has  to  support 
a  Bill.  We  always  see  that,  whenever  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  criticising  a  Bill,  he 
is  in  his  happiest  vein,  especially  when  ha 
has  no  past  history  on  the  subject.  When- 
ever he  has  spoken  on  the  subject  before, 
he  evidently  feels  that  ho  is  shackled  and 
hampered  by  his  past  history.  Now,  I  feel 
sure  that  the  honourable  member  would  have 
to-night  made  a  far  more  brilliant  speech  if 
it  had  not  been  for  this  unfortunate  5 -per- 
cent, guarantee  of  interest.  I  shall  say  no 
more  about  that.  I  wish  to  say  another  word 
about  tho  beet-root-sugar  production.  It  seema  ■ 
to  me  that  many  honourable  members  who 
have  spoken  upon  it  have  not  read  much  on 
the  subject.  I  do  not  pretend  myself  to  have 
any  practical  knowledge  of  it,  and  the  only 
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acquaintance  I  have  with  it  is  from  what  I 
have  road  with  regard  to  it  during  the  last  few 
years.  From  that  I  learn  that  the  heet-root- 
BUgar  industry  has,  in  Prance,  in  Germany, 
in  Bussia,  and  in  Austria,  become  one  of  the 
iargest  industries  in  those  coimtries.  No  doubt 
ithat  was  first  brought  about  by  Government 
interference — first  of  all,  by  the  Great  Napo- 
leon, in  France;  but  it  was  not  started  in 
Germany  till  1835.  In  those  countries  it  has 
f1)een,  to  small  farmers  and  to  persons  with 
•small  estates,  a  great  assistance,  because,  dur- 
^ing  the  part  of  the  year  which  is  suited  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  they  attend  to  them, 
*and  then,  during  the  remaining  portion,  they 
devote  themselves  to  the  beet-root-sugar  fac- 
tories. If  we  had  this  industry  established 
liere,  we  should  have  men  working  as  farm- 
labourers,  as  harvesters,  and  even  as  shearers, 
during  the  summer  months ;  and  then,  in 
winter,  they  could  apply  themselves  to  the 
.sugar  factories,  instead  of  crowding  into  the 
towns,  as  they  do  now,  doing  nothing ;  because, 
— as  was  proved  before  the  Goromittee  which 
inquired  into  the  question — the  beet-root  will 
keep  for  several  months  without  deteriorating 
or  becoming  unfit  for  the  purpose  of  sugar- 
production.  That  is  the  plan  pursued  in  these 
•Continental  coxmtries,  and  it  is  found  to  work 
to  great  Sbdvantage.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
carrying  a  Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  or  the  starting 
of  any  particular  industry,  is  going  to  make 
this  colony  great  and  rich ;  but  what  I  say  is 
that  Parliament  should  encourage  the  start- 
ing of  all  the  smaller  industries,  and  that  we 
•fihould  not  trust  to  one  or  two  staples.  The 
effect  of  doing  that  is  that,  when  a  pressure 
-comes  and  affects  those  staples,  it  is  felt 
throughout  the  country,  and  we  then  have 
numbers  of  unemployed  calling  upon  us  for 
assistance.  The  country  which  has  the  greatest 
diversity  of  industries  is  the  one  that  can 
stand  any  unforeseen  depression  the  best.  We 
think  that  the  Government  should  encourage 
all  kinds  of  industries,  and  we  have  fixed  upon 
this  beet-root  sugar  simply  because  we  knew 
that  wheat  and  oats  have  fallen  to  a  very  low 
price,  and  that  agriculturists,  and  especially 
small  farmers,  must  look  to  something  else  to 
make  a  living.  If,  by  giving  this  bonus  and 
by  keeping  the  duty  at  Jd.  for  a  few  years,  we 
-encourage  small  farmers  to  take  up  this  in- 
dustry, I  believe  we  shall  be  doing  something 
which  will  not  only  help  them,  but  which  will 
-serve  the  best  interests  of  the  colony. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
iwo  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Thursday,  30th  October,  1884, 


First  BeadingB— Third  Readings— East  and  West 
Coast  (Middle  Island)  and  Nelson  Ballway  and 
Bail  ways  Construction  Bill— Police  Offencos  Bill 
—Drainage  of  Mines  Bill— Breach  of  Trusts  Bill 
— Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill 
—Printers  and  Newspapers  Begistration  Bill— 

Mr.  Stout 


Tmstees'  and  Ezeoato^'  Shazeholders  lAahOHbr 
BiU. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfbaexb  took  the  ohair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Land  Bill,  Life  Insurance  Policies  Bill,  West 
Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Bill,  Electric  Lines 
Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill,  Westpoct 
Harbour  Board  Bill,  Destitute  Persons  ItiU, 
Workmen's  Wages  Bill. 

EAST  AND  WEST  COAST  (MIDDLE 
ISLAND)  AND  NELSON  RAILWAY  AND 
RAILWAYS  CONSTRUCTION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN,  in  moving  the 
motion  standing  in  his  name,  said  he  had  pat 
it  on  tbe  Paper  because  he  had  failed  to 
elicit  the  information  when  the  Bill  was  going 
through.  The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  was  i 
kind  enough  to  say  he  would  procure  aU  the 
information  available,  aJid  therefore  he  pre- 
sumed there  would  be  no  objection  to  the 
motion.  As  to  the  excuse  that  the  information  ; 
was  not  easily  procurable,  he  might  say  that 
certain  information  had  been  sent  outside  to 
other  people  from  the  offices,  and  he  thought 
it  a  proper  thing  that  all  information  connected 
with  the  land  that  might  be  affected  by  the 
Bill  should  be  placed  oefore  the  Council  in 
an  official  manner.  It  was  with  the  view  of 
getting  the  information  that  he  made  this 
motion.  No  doubt  the  inducements  offered  to 
make  the  line  were  great,  and,  from  informatioii 
he  had,  he  believed  the  syndicate  was  satisfied, 
and  more  than  satisfied,  with  the  BIU  ;  and  the 
only  difficulty  would  be  as  to  how  long  what  was 
to  be  got  from  the  concessions  would  cany  on 
the  working  of  the  railway  after  it  was  made, 
which  for  some  time  must  be  a  losing  concern. 
Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  *'  That 
there  be  laid  on  the  table  a  return  of  lend 
available  for  concession  under  clauses  7  and  8 
of  the  East  and  West  Coast  (Middle  Island) 
and  Nelson  Railway  and  Railways  Construction 
Bill,  together  with  a  map  showing  the  position 
of  the  land." — (Hon,  Mr.  McLean.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  was 
getting  the  information    for    the  honourable 
member,  ajid  as  soon  as  he  had  got  it  he 
would  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

POLICE  OFFENCES  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  16. — Penalty  for  trading,  &c.,  on  Sim- 
day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  moved.  That  the 
clause  be  struck  out. 

The    Committee    divided   on  the   qnestioD, 
**  That  the  clause  be  retained." 

Ayes,  21. 
Acland  Brett  Campbell 

Bamicoat  Buckley,  G.       Dignan 

Bonar  Buckley,  P.  A.  Hart 
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Bandeison  Peter  Bichmond,  J.C. 

XoHero  Pollen  Waterhouse 

ICller  Reeves  Wigley 

Peacock  KeTiiolda  Wilson. 

Nobs,  8. 

Brandoa  McLean  Scotland 

JnoBt  Noise  Williamson. 

f^hfrMMMi  Oliver 

*  Majority  for,  13. 
Clause  retained. 
Bill  reported. 

DEAINAGE  OP  MINES  BILL. 

IN  CGlOnTTEE. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  Inoved,  That  pro- 
frees  be  reported. 
The  Conunittee  divided. 

Ayes,  11. 
6(mar  Miller  Bichmond,  J.G. 

Beuidon  Nurse  W^aterhouse 

4%amberlin        Peter  Williamson. 

McLean  Pollen 

Noes,  10. 
Bamicoat  Fraser  Beeves 

Baddey,  G.       Lahmann  Bejn'olds 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Peacock  Wilson. 

Campbell 

Majority  for,  1. 
Progress  reported. 

BBEACH  OF  TBUSTS  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE,  in  moving 
the  second  resbding  of  this  Bill,  said  that  at 
this  advanced  period  of  the  session  he  did  not 
fhijik  the  Bill  had  the  slightest  chance  of  being 
passed  into  law ;  bnt  he  thought  it  well  to  bring 
it  fozward,  in  order  to  ventilate  the  subject. 
He  should  l^erefore  move  the  second  reading 
'  jrv  formd^  and,  if  that  stage  were  passed,  he 
iboold  not  press  the  Bill  further.  Within  the 
last  few  years  there  had  grown  up  among  local 
bodies  a  reprehensible  habit  with  regard  to 
fbe  appropriation  of  borrowed  money  and  the 
issiimg  of  debentures.  In  the  Municipal  Cor- 
^oiations  Act  and  the  Counties  Act  there  were 
ttdngent  provisions  concerning  the  issuing  of 
^bentures.  If  a  County  or  Municipal  Council 
Bsned  debentures  in  excess  of  the  amount 
legally  authorized,  the  members  were  jointly 
«Dd  severally  liable  for  the  amount  in  excess. 
At  the  same  time,  if  one  of  these  bodies  over- 
-diew  its  account  at  the  bank  beyond  the 
•amount  authorized  by  law,  the  members  of 
the  Council  were  individually  and  collectively 
ttsponsible.  But  these  two  important  safe- 
fnards,  which  had  been  introduced  into  these 
two  measures,  had  not,  as  far  as  he  was  aware, 
been  introduced  into  measures  affecting  other 
local  bodies.  The  Legislature  had  given  a 
laige  number  of  other  local  bodies  the  power 
-of  borrowing  on  debentures,  but  had  in  no 
case  provided  that  any  one  should  be  held  re- 
sponsible if  debentures  for  an  amount  exceed- 
ing that  authorized  were  issued.  It  was  usual, 
auo,  in  authorizing  loans  by  local  bodies,  to 
specify  that  the  funds  should  be  devoted  to 
certain  works  which  were  named  in  the  Bill 


giving  the  power:  but  there  were  no  penal 
consequences  if,  instead  of  the  funds  being 
spent  on  those  works,  they  were  diverted  to 
some  other  purpose.  This  had  been  an  im- 
portant omission  in  their  legislation,  and  the 
omission  was  now  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
many  local  bodies.  It  was  within  his  own 
knowledge  that  in  some  cases  it  had  been, 
stated  among  members  of  local  bodies  that, 
as  no  penal  result  could  flow  from  a  non- 
observance  of  the  provisions  made  by  the 
Legislature  in  regard  to  the  appropriation  of 
moneys,  those  provisions  need  not  be  strictly 
observed.  As  showing  the  large  number  of 
local  bodies  that  were  authorized  by  the  Legis- 
lature to  issue  debentures  in  order  to  raise 
money  for  specific  works,  he  had  only  to  refer 
to  the  number  of  Bills  brought  forward  during 
this  session.  There  were  the  Biver  Boards 
Bill,  and  the  Otago,  Wellington,  Napier,  Gis- 
bome,  Wanganui,  Westport,  and  Greymouth 
Harbour  Bills,  in  each  of  which  extensive 
powers  were  given  to  raise  money  for  specific 
works  by  the  issue  of  debentures.  But,  though 
the  maximum  amounts  to  be  raised  and  the 
works  on  which  the  money  was  to  be  spent 
were  distinctly  specified,  yet  in  none  of  those 
measures  was  there  inserted  the  provision  con- 
tained in  the  Municipal  Corporations  and  Coun- 
ties Acts,  making  the  members  of  the  Boards 
individuaJly  and  collectively  responsible  for  the 
strict  observance  of  the  powers  placed  in  their 
hands.  Now,  he*  thought  it  would  be  obvious 
to  honourable  members  that  some  change  in 
the  law,  to  bring  home  to  members  of  these 
Boards  a  sense  of  the  responsibility  placed 
upon  them,  and  to  cause  them  to  feel  a  lively 
interest  in  the  observance  of  the  conditions 
upon  which  money  had  been  placed  in  their 
hands,  was  desirable.  He  would  not  go  so  far 
as  to  say  that  the  mode  he  indicated  was  in  all 
respects  the  best  mode  of  enforcing  a  due  ob- 
servance of  those  conditions  ;  but,  as  the  mat- 
ter could  not '  be  definitely  dealt  with  this 
session,  and  as  he  should  be  content  with  hav- 
ing it  ventilated  at  the  present  moment,  he 
would  only  venture  to  indulge  in  a  hope*  that 
the  subject  would,  during  the  recess,  be  taken 
up  by  the  Government,  and  that  a  measure  of 
this  character  would  be  brought  forward  on  the 
responsibility  of  the  Government,  dealing  with 
the  subject  in  the  manner  they  considered 
most  effective.  He  would  therefore  now  only 
ask  the  Council  to  formally  agree  to  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  merely  to  affirm  the  prin- 
ciple that  it  was  desirable  ^ere  should  be  some 
legislation  in  this  direction. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WANGANUI  HARBOUB  BOARD  EM- 
POWERING BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  brought 
forward  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the 
preamble.  Some  years  ago  a  Harbour  Board 
was  constituted,  and  certain  powers  were  given, 
to  it  for  improving  the  Port  of  Wanganui.  Tho 
Board  was  authorized,  under  an  Act  of  1877,  to 
borrow  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  £100,000 ; 
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but  the  Board,  not  then  being  fully  aware  of 
their  position,  did  not  Bsek  to  obtain  power  to 
raise  a  harbour  rate.  A  sum  of  £60,000  hsbd 
been  raised  and  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the 
trust;  the  works  had  progressed  to  a  certain 
point,  and,  as  he  was  informed,  had  met  with 
a  considerable  amount  of  success,  the  depth  of 
water  having  been  increased  and  greater  fa- 
oiUties  given  to  shipping  in  every  way.  But 
the  works  were  still  unfinished,  and  it  was  im- 
portant that  facilities  should  be  given  for  their 
completion  without  delay,  for,  as  honourable 
members  must  know,  unfinished  harbour  works 
exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sea  were  liable 
to  considerable  danger;  there  was  no  saiety 
until  they  were  completed.  Now,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  £40,000 — the  balance  of  the 
£100,000  —  it  was  considered  necessary  that 
power  should  be  taken  to  raise  a  rate,  and  to 
give  that  power  was  the  sole  object  of  the  Bill. 
The  Local  Bills  Committee  had  recommended 
that  the  Bill  should  be  proceeded  with,  subject 
to  a  series  of  amendments  which  they  had  at- 
tached to  their  report.  He  would  not  dwell 
upon  those  amendments  now,  because  he 
should  be  prepared  to  accept  the  bulk  of  them, 
and  in  Committee  he  should  be  prepared  to 
discuss  any  other  amendments  that  might  be 
suggested  by  honourable  members.  He  was 
not  aware  that  there  would  be  any  opposition 
to  the  Bill,  and  he  now  moved  its  second  read- 
ing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  the 
Council  was  indebted  to  Local  Bills  Committee 
B  for  the  great  amount  of  attention  the  Com- 
mittee had  given  to  this  Bill.  At  the  same  time 
he  thought  the  Committee  had  been  somewhat 
aiconsequential  in  its  recommendation  with  re- 
gard to  the  Bill."  The  Committee  drew  **  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  district  is  not  consti- 
tuted as,  in  their  opinion,  it  ought  to  have  been. 
The  evidence  taken  conclusively  shows  that  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  district  not  included 
in  the  area  hable  to  be  rated  will  be  directly 
benefited  by  the  improvement  of  the  harbour, 
and  the  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  provision  should  have  been  made  for  the 
inclusion  in  the  rateable  area  of  every  part  of 
the  district  to  be  benefited."  But,  though 
they  stated  that  this  important  alteration 
ought  to  be  made,  they  had  not  included  an 
amendment  to  effect  it  among  the  amendments 
they  had  sugjgested.  Now,  he  knew  nothing  in 
regard  to  this  Bill  beyond  what  was  probably 
known  to  other  honourable  members ;  but  its 
proposal  was  one  that  had  undoubtedly  been 
freely  discussed  in  the  locality  affected,  and 
was  the  subject  of  a  good  deal  of  difference  of 
opinion  among  those  concerned.  The  Bill  did 
not  come  to  them  indorsed  with  the  assent  of 
the  Harbour  Board  as  a  whole  ;  but  he  believed 
he  wa.<^  correct  in  saying  that  the  proposition  to 
promote  the  Bill  had  only  been  passed  by  the 
Board,  after  considerable  discussion,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one.  And  the  peculiar  constitution  of 
the  rating  district  was  calculated  to  suggest  the 
idea  that  it  had  been  so  constituted  in  order  to 
insure  a  work  unpopular  in  the  country  parts 
of  the  district  being  carried  out  in  spite  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson 


opposition  of  the  country,  and  that  the  dis* 
trict  was  so  constituted  that  the  ratepayes 
in  the  Tovm  of  Wanganui— who  had  a  spe- 
cial interest  in  the  scheme — ^might  swamp  the 
country  ratepayers  who  were  opposed  to  it. 
It  seemed  that  the  district  to  ho  rated  had 
been  purposely  restricted  in  its  extent  io 
insure  this  end  —  that  the  ratepayers  in  the. 
Town  of  Wanganui  should  have  a  prepon* 
derating  influence.  Now,  he  thought  this  was 
a  subject  which  the  Council,  as  the  matter  had 
come  under  their  notice,  should  see  was  in 
some  way  provided  for,  and  that  they  ought 
not  to  allow  the  district  to  be  thus  constituted 
for  a  purpose  that  was  really  not  defensible. 
Therefore,  although  the  Looal  Bills  Conmiittea 
had  made  no  particular  recommendation  on 
this  subject,  having  contented  themselves  with 
calling  attention  to  the  fact,  he  should  in 
Committee  take  upon  himself  to  act  upon 
their  suggestion,  and  propose  an  aTnendmflnfe 
providing  that  tiie  Governor  in  Council  should 
constitute  the  district,  and  that  the  district 
should  include  the  whole  of  the  part  of  the 
country  likely  to  be  benefited  by  the  works  t» 
be  undertaken.  That  was  the  sole  proposal 
—  outside  the -recommendations  of  the  Local 
Bills  Committee — that  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  make  when  the  Bill  was  in  Conunitteo 
of  the  Whole. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLEB  said  it  was  quite 
true  that  this  Bill  was  made  the  subject  of  % 
good  deal  of  attention  by  the  Local  Bills  Com* 
mittee  B,  and  it  was  well  known  to  the  Hoiu 
the  Speaker  and  to  the  Council  that  the  Com* 
mittee  really  found  themselves  on  the  homt 
of  a  dilemma.  They  were  in  this  position; 
Having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  tnere  was 
a  portion  of  the  district — namely,  a  portion  of 
the  County  of  Bangitikei — ^not  incluaed  in  the 
rateable  area  under  the  Bill,  but  which  would 
be  benefited  directly  by  the  improvement  of 
the  harbour,  they  felt  it  was  their  duty  to 
report  that  fact  to  the  Council.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  fact.  The  mem* 
her  for  Bangitikei  himself  at  once  most  fairly 
and  candidly  admitted,  without  any  hesita- 
tion, that  a  portion  of  the  Bangitikei  Coxmtj 
would  be  directly  benefited  by  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbour.  But  there  then  came 
the  question,  Was  it  a  right  thing  for  the 
Council  to  do,  or  would  it  be  a  right  thing  for 
the  Committee  to  recommend,  that  the  BiU 
should  be  so  amended  that  people  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  Bangitikei  County  which  would  be 
benefited  by  the  improvement  of  the  harbour 
should  be  made  subject  to  ^he  rate,  without 
any  notice  having  been  given  them  that  they 
were  to  be  so  made  liable?  The  Hon.  the 
Speaker  had  been  most  distinctly  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  a  very  bad  precedent  to 
take  that  course;  and,  although  undoubtedly 
the  Council  had  power  to  do  such  a  thing,  it 
was  a  power  which  should  be  exercised  veiy 
rarely  indeed.  That  was  the  view  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  therefore  he  did  not  think  that 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Watorhouse  was  quite  justified  in 
saying  that  the  conclusion  at  which  the  Com« 
mittee  had  arrived  was  inconsequential.    The 
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Oommittee  hod  thought  it  better  to  allow 
the  BUI  to  proceed,  even  though  that  defect 
existed  in  it,  than  to  take  upon  themselves 
to  stop  the  harbour  works,  which  he  had  rea- 
iQii  to  believe,  would,  if  properly  carried  out, 
be  a  great  benefit  to  the  whole  district.  The 
nork  was  already  in  progress.  It  would  be  re- 
ineml>ered  that  it  was  not  a  new  work.  Had  it 
been  altogether  a  new  work,  of  course  the  cir- 
cumstances would  have  been  entirely  different. 
Looking  at  the  fact  that  the  work  was  in  pro- 
gress, and  that  no  notice  whatever  had  been 

:  given  to  the  people  of  Bangitikei  as  to  includ- 

;  ing  them  in  the  rating  district,  he  thought  the 
Gommittee  had  come  to  a  right  conclusion.  It 
mast  be  understood  that  the  borough  had  not  a 
preponderating  influence,  because  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Board  was  this :  There  were  six 
members  representing  the  counties  and  five 
representing  the  borough,  and  two  other  mom- 
b^  were  nominated  by  the  Government :  that 
iras,  thirteen  in  all.  Nor  was  it  quite  correct 
to  say  that  the  number  of  votes  exercisable  in 
the  borough  was  greater  than  the  number  ex- 
ercisable in  the  counties.  The  borough,  if  he 
remembered  rightly,  had  one  ^oiisand  two 
bsmdzed  odd  votes,  and  the  couflkes  about  one 
^MSDsand  three  hundred  votes ;  and,  if  a  por- 
tion of  the  County  of  Kangitikei  were  included, 
the  preponderance  of  county  votes  must  be  still 
larger.  He  did  not  think  the  borough  rate- 
pavers  would  be  actuated  altogether  by  a  desire 
to  have  the  proposed  expenditure  merely  for 
its  own  sake.  That  was  an  argument  which 
might  be  used,  but  he  did  not  think  it  was  a 

i  Tsry  fair  one.  He,  for  one,  had  no  hesitation 
i&  saying  that  he  thought  a  part  of  the  Rarigi- 

I  tikei  County  ought  to  be  included  in  the  rating 
district;  and  of  course,  if  that  were  done,  ic 
would  very  much  reduce  the  proportionate 
burden  on  the  whole  district.    He  had  merely 

-  nsen,  however,  to  say  that  he  did  not  think  the 
Gommittee  could  have  reported  in  any  other 
my,  especially  looking  at  the  ruling  the  Hon. 
the  Speaker  had  given.  He  (Mr.  Miller)  thought 
that  ruling  was  perfectly  in  accordance  with 
precedents,  and  that  it  was  right  and  just. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  said  there  was  no 

,  doubt  the  exclusion  of  a  certain  district,  which 
would  be  as  much  benefibed  by  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbour  as  would  any  part  of  the 
area  included  in  the  district,  would  increase 

I  the  burdens  of  the  district  as  ponstituted. 
That  did  not  seem  very  honest  or  fair.  He 
thought  the  only  fair  and  just  course  would  be 
to  drop  the  measure  for  the  session,  and  then, 
before  the  next  session,  the  people  of  that  part 
of  the  Kangitikei  District  which  would  be 
benefited  by  the  improvement  of  the  harbour 
would  be  given  ample  opportunity  of  receiving 
notice  and  expressing  their  views  as  to  their 
inclusion  in  the  proposed  rating  district. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  thought  it  would  be 
veiy  generally  admitted  that  Kangitikei  ought 
to  be  included  in  the  rating  district,  and,  as 
that  county  had  evidently  been  intentionally. 
excluded  from  the  district  as  proposed  to  be 
coostituted,  he  tliought  the  Council  should  do 
justice  in  the  matter,  and  refuse  to  pass  this 
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Bill.  It  was  perfectly  evident  that  the  rea- 
reason  why  Kangitikig^  was  left  out  was  that, 
the  County  of  Rangitifti  being  an  old-fashioned 
and  economical  county,  in  which  the  county 
business  was  remarkably  well  managed  and  the 
rates  carefully  administered,  the  promoters  of 
the  Bill  feared  lest  the  people  of  that  county 
would  look  too  carefully  after  the  expenditure 
of  this  money,  for  which  they  would  be  made 
paortly  responsible.  Now,  where  there  was  un- 
laimete  in  drafting  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  the 
Local  Bills  Conunittee  might  feel  itself  on  the 
horns  of  a  dilemma;  but  the  Council  ought 
not  to  be  placed  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma. 
The  Council  had  a  right  to  see  that  justice  was 
done  to  the  district  in  this  matter,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  the  Council  should  reject  the  measure 
on  account  of  the  unfairness  of  the  rating 
area.  Were  that  deficiency  accidental,  he  him- 
self might  support  the  Bill,  but  it  was  clearly 
an  intentional  omission  on  the  part  of  the  pro- 
moters 6f  the  Bill,  and  he  did  not  think  that 
that  was  an  action  which  should  be  indorsed 
by  the  Council.  To  show  that  clearly,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  point  out  that  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  Kangitikei  County  was  situated 
as  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  as  any  part 
of  the  district  established  under  this  Act ;  and 
being  the  older  district,  and  .being  interested 
in  the  export  of  grain,  it  was  the  very  district 
which  should  have  been  consulted,  and  whoso- 
opinion  should  have  been  taken.  A  year  or  two 
ago,  when  grain  was  supposed  to  be  valuable 
in  England,  Rangitikei  began  to  export  grain, 
and  a  remarkably  good  sample  of  grain  it  was. 
If  there  was  one  thing  more  than  another  bad 
in  our  legislation  it  was  the  permission  of  any- 
thing like  a  trick  in  the  management  of  these 
local  measures,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  was  a  deliberate  trick  to  try  to 
force  this  Bill  on  the  Legislature  in  the  form 
in  which  it  was  presented.  He  would  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  matter  as  it  stood» 
and  of  what  he  should  conceive  to  be  the  influ- 
ence on  the  prospects  of  the  harbour  if  the 
Bill  was  rejected.  The  present  departure  being 
made  in  the  harbour  works  was  entirely  new. 
It  wa£  a  departure  which  had  been  forced  on 
the  Board  by  the  utter  failure  of  its  previous 
efforts.  The  Board  was  always  told  that,  in 
order  to  do  anything  whatever  for  a  bar  har- 
bour like  this,  it  was  necessary  to  narrow 
the  entrance  of  the  river  so  as  to  increase  the 
scour ;  but  it  had  seemed  very  much  more  con- 
venient and  handy  to  expend  the  moneys  in 
narrowing  the  river  within,  and  the  conse- 
quence was  that  about  £60,000  had  been  wasted 
inside  the  river.  In  saying  "  wsisted,"  he  gave 
the  opinion  he  himself  had  formed  after  seeing; 
the  works  a  number  of  times.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  one  foot  greater  depth  of  water- 
in  the  river  than  there  had  been.  He  had. 
known  Wanganui  for  twenty  years,  and  he  did 
not  believe  there  had  been  the  least  improve- 
ment in  the  harbour  through  this  large  ex- 
penditure inside  the  river.  It  was  now  pro- 
posed to  spend  the  balance  of  the  £100,000,. 
which  the  Board  was  authorized  to  borrow,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  river.     The  Board  had 
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entered  into  one  contract  to  erect  a  pier  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  fl^y  had  funds  enough  to 
pay  for  that  contract,  Sid  when  it  was  finished 
no  harm  would  be  done  to  it  by  allowing  it 
to  stand  without  further  works.  Therefore  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill  for  the  present  session 
would  have  no  injurious  effect  on  the  harbour. 
The  whole  of  the  harbour  works  there  were 
experimental;  but  he  did  not  object  to  that, 
because  to  experimentalize  was  the  custom  of 
the  hour.  He  did,*  however,  object  to  being 
hurried  into  this  expenditure  in  an  unfair  and 
unreasonable  manner,  and  he  did  not  think 
the  'Council  would  submit  to  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  it  was  not  the 
case,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wil- 
son, that  if  the  Bill  were  laid  aside  any  injury 
would  result  to  the  harbour  works,  because  the 
works  proposed  to  be  done  with  the  money  to 
be  raised  were  works  at  the  heads,  the  pre- 
sent contract  being  in  shallow  water.  The 
Local  Bills  Gonmiittee  had  had  evidence  ivoxn 
the  different  n^embers  connected  with  the 
district,  and  the  member  for  Rangitikei  can- 
-didly  confessed  that  a  great  portion  of  his  dis- 
trict would  benefit  as  much  as  the  rest  by  the 
improvement, of  the  harbour.  That  gentleman 
-was  asked  if  he  would  agree  to  the  district 
being  rated,  and  replied  that  he  couid  not  con- 
sent to  it  without  consulting  his  constituents ; 
but,  in  reply  to  another  question,  he  said  if  the 
BiU  were  allowed  to  stand  over  for  a  year  he 
would  do  his  best  to  convince-  his  constituents 
that  they  should  go  into  it.  The  Committed 
•did  not  like  to  recommend  that  the  Bill  should 
not  be  proceeded  with,  and  they  therefore  took 
as  great  precautions  in  amending  it  as  were  in 
their  power.  They  put  in  a  clause  making  it 
•compulsory  that  a  majority  of  the  voting  power 
exercisable  should  be  obtained  before  anything 
was  undertaken,  and  they  put  in  the  same 
clauses  in  respect  to  voting  as  were  inserted 
in  the  Napier  and  Gisbome  Bills  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  ratepayers.  Ko  harm  could  be 
done  by  allowing  the  Bill  to  stand  over  for 
■another  year,  and  therefore,  if  it  came  .to  a 
vote,  he  should  be  obliged  to  give  his  vote 
Against  the  Bill  being  proceeded  with.  Al- 
though he  was  at  all  times  very  loth  to  take 
«ny  action  which  might  stop  works  going  on 
for  the  benefit  of  any  particular  district,  still 
he  did  not  think  any  harm  would  be  done  in 
this  case  by  delaying  the  Bill  for  a  year. 

Debate  adjourned, 

PRINTERS  AND  NEWSPAPERS  REGIS- 
TRATION BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON,  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  intended  to 
meet  a  hardship  caused  by  **  The  Printers  and 
Newspapers  Registration  Act,  1868,"  one  sec- 
tion of  which  Act  read, — 

**  If  any  person  who  prints  any  paper  or  book 
•omit  to  print  therein  his  name  and  place  of 
Abode  as  required  by  this  Act,  or  if  any  person 
publish  or  disperse,  or  assist  in  publishing  or 
dispersing,  whether  gratuitously  or  for  money, 
Any  paper  or  book  in  which  the  name  and 
jplace  of  abode  of  the  printer  thereof  is  not 
Hon,  Dr,  Grace 
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printed  as  aforesaid,  every  such  person 
for  every  such  copy  so  published  or  dis]^ 
by  him,  but  not  for  more  than  twenty -Iem 
copies  in  the  whole,  forfeit  a  sum  of  not  leM 
than  five  and'^not  more  than  twenty  pounds.*' 

That  was  a  very  large  penalty,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  this  Bill  was  to  reduce  the  minimi 
penalty  to  £5.  The  Bill  also  provided  that 
action  for  the  recovery  of  damages  shonld  ba 
brought  except  with  the  consent  of  the  Attor- 
ney-General. There  could,  be  thought,  be  m» 
objection  to  the  Bill.  A  case  had  occmiei 
recently  in  which  a  person  had  suffered  gnsA 
hardship  under  the  law  as  it  now  stood,  whi^ 
could  be  used  as  an  engine  to  ext-ort  piaeli^ 
cally  a  very  large  sum  of  money.  He  did  oob- 
think  there  would  be  any  opposition  to  ^bm 
Bill,  and  he  therefore  moved  its  second  read- 
ing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  was  sorry  he  eoiA 
not  take  the  same  view  as  had  been  exprenef 
about  this  Bill  by  the  honourable  gentl 
who  moved  its  second  reading.  But  tha 
honourable  gentleman  had  given  such  an  ez< 
tremely  poor  explanation  of  the  matter  thai 
it  had  led  Mm  (Mr.  Reeves)  to  suppose  thafc 
he  knew  nffiiing  about  the  subject.  It  a|^ 
peared  to  him  that  this  Bill  was  one  of  &ow- 
instances  where  some  alleged  injustice  had 
taken  place,  which  had  come  to  the  notice  ni 
a  gentleman  who  might  be  termed  "  the  fneaH 
of  humanity;"  and  he  at  once  proceeded  la 
bring  down  a  new  law  on  the  subject.  ! 
(Mr.  Reeves)  thought  that  was  a  very  poor  r 
son  for  altering  the  laws  of  the  colony.  -  Tliii 
law  had  now  l^een  in  force  for  sixteen  yesnu 
and  this  was  the  first  case  he  had  ever  'hesat 
of  any  alleged  complaint  against  it.  In  iaab 
he  might  say,  as  to  the  2nd  clause,  that  Ifal 
penalty  for  offences  against  the  lav  of.  lib«l 
was  looked  upon  by  all  honest  and  honoonSa 
men  in  the  profession  or  trade  of  printing  sal 
publishing  as  a  protection  and  not  a  hardship.' 
To  reduce  the  penalty  meant  in  fact  to  cheaptt. 
the  offence  of  libel,  and  that,  he  thought,  wv' 
not  at  all  to  be  desired.  Then,  the  3rd  claiiM» 
he  believed,  contained  a  most  pernicious  prin- 
ciple. It  was  that,  before  anyoody  could  pRK' 
ceed  in  aoiy  case  of  liber,  he  must  get  the  saae^ 
tion  of  the  Attorney-General.  He  would  real 
the  clause : — 

**  From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  ife 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person,  without  tba 
previous  consent  of  the  Attorney-General,  td 
commence,  prosecute,  enter,  or  file  any  actioOt 
plaint,  bill,  or  information  against  any  persoai 
or  persons  for  an^-  fine  which  may  be  incuiredf 
or  may  have  been  incurred  under  the  ^h»» 
visions  of  this  Act,  or  of  *  The  Printers  and 
Newspapers  Registration  Act,  1868 : '  Pro- 
vided also  that  no  part  of  the  penalties  incurred 
in  respect  of  any  offence  against  either  of  the 
last-mentioned  Acts  shall  be  for  the  use  of  any 
informer." 

Well,  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  interfereooa 
of  the  Attorney-General  was  not  required  a 
all  in  these  cases.    He  believed  that  the  pN 
posal  was  taken  from  an  Imperial  Act ;  but  f 
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rjid  not  at  aJl  follow  that  because  it  was  suitable 
in  England  it  was  suitable  here.    The  printing 
offices  of  this  colony  were  nearly  always  as- 
sociated with  newspaper  offices,  and,  in  any 
.  case  of  libel,  the  interference  of  the  Attorney- 
General  would  be  manifestly  most    undesir- 
y  able.    Newspapers  were,  and  always  must  be, 
i  political  organs,  and  Attorneys-General  were 
!  aU  human.    Let  them  suppose  the  case  of  a 
aewspaper   strongly   supporting   the    Govern- 
ment: a  question  was  referred  to  the  Attor- 
ney-General   for   his   opinion    as  to  whether 
>  an  action  should  be  proceeded  with  against 
the  proprietor  of  the  paper  in  his  capacity  as  a 
pnn[ter.    That  would  be  a  most  undesirable 
position ;  and  the  same  objection  would  apply 
to  the  converse  of  the  case. 

.The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  evidently  misunderstood  the 
dsnse.  The  consent  of  the  Attorney-General 
woald  not  be  necessary  for  an  action  for  libel ; 
It  wonld  be  only  needed  in  a  case  for  the  re- 
covery of  penalties. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  would  again  say 
that  the  whole  of  the  Bill  was  perfectly  un- 
necessary. The  penalties  were^oked  upon  as 
a  piDtection  to  the  trade,  and  zRt  as  weigl^ing 
hesvily  against  it.  The  Bill  originated  in  a 
case  of  some  alleged  private  grievance ;  aifd 
it  was  the  only  instance,  he  believed,  of  even 
any  alleged  grievance  in  the  course  of  about 
sixteen  years.  That  could  not  be  taken  as  at 
all  a  sufficient  cause  for  altering  the  law,  and 
he  would  therefore  move,  as  an  amendment, 
That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
six  months. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  no  doubt  the 
ihcmodrable  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
'was  a  better  authority  on  this  subject  than 
himself  but  lie  wished  to  explain  that  the 
pason  why  he  had  not  said  more  in  introduc- 
^ing  the  Bill  was  that  he  considered  it  un- 
necessary, being  such  a  little  measure.  But  he 
thought  the  honourable  gentleman  had  shown 
•that  he  had  not  devoted  much  time  to  the  Bill, 
for,  if  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  had  understood  him 
rightly,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
cnder  the  impression  that  the  Bill  would  pre- 
Tent  any  action  for  libel  being  brought  without 
the  consent  of  the  Attorney-General.  This  Bill 
did  not  touch  the  law  of  libel  at  all.  He 
thought  it  exceedingly  probable,  as  the  honour- 
ahle  gentleman  was  a  better  authority  than 
'  himself,  that  there  had  been  only  one  case  of 
hardship  under  the  Act ;  but  he  denied  that, 
because  there  had  been  o;aly  one  case  of  hard- 
ship, that  w«6  not  sufficient  cause  for  amend- 
ing the  law.  He  put  it  before  the  Council  in 
this  way  :^  There  was  an  undue  punishment  for 
cases  which  might  after  all  be  very  trivial 
matterF.  This  Bill  would  not  affect  the  law 
compelling  printers  to  place  their  names  and 
places  of  abode  to  whatever  they  might  pub- 
lish, nor  did  it  affect  the  law  of  libel.  It  would 
only  prevent  malicious  or  exaggerated  prosecu- 
tions for  what  might  be  very  trivial  offences. 
He  would  call  attention  to-  the  3rd  clause, 
tender  clause  20  of  the  Act  any  member  of  the 


proper  imprint,  and  left  it  anywhere  or  gave  it 
away,  would  be  liableai  an  excessive  and  im- 
moderate penalty.  Tms  proposed  amendment 
of  the  law  was  a  small  matter,  but  it  was  a 
step  in  the  right  direction.  He  thought  the 
provision  as  to  obtaining  the  consent  of  the 
Attorney-General  was  a  very  proper  one.  He 
did  not  like  private  prosecutions  in  these  mat- 
ters, and  it  was  desirable  that  in  such  cas^  the 
assent  of  a  law  officer  o(  the  Grown,  who  was 
supposed  to  be  an  impartial  person,  should  be 
obtained.  He  would  require  that  the  person 
desiring  to  bring  an  action  should  show  good 
cause  for  it,  and  would  exercise  his  discretion 
accordingly. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  that  even 
from  the  two  speeches  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson 
it  was  shown  that  there  was  no  hurry  whatever 
for  this  Bill.  It  might  be  allowed  to  stand 
over  for  a  short  time  at  all  events ;  and,  in 
order  to  give  time  for  consideration  of  the 
question,  he  would  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 

The  Hon.  Mr:  REYNOLDS  could  not  see 
the  use  of  an  adjournment.  It  was  now  near 
the  end  of  the  session,  and  it  was  undesirable 
to  waste  time  in  bringing  orf  the  Bill  for 
another  discussion.  The  question  should  be 
settled  at  once. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  it  was 
true  that  this  Bill  did  not  afifect  the  remedy  of 
any  person  aggrieved  by  anonymous  publica- 
tions to  bring  an  action  for  libel ;  but  what  was 
the  use  of  bringing  an  action  for  libel  against 
the  generally  poor  and  needy  men  who  were 
usually  employed  to  distribute  these  flying- 
sheets?  What  was  wanted  as  a  remedy  in 
such  cases  was  not  an  action  for  libel,  but  a 
prompt  and  short  mode  of  bringing  the  guilty 
parties  before  a  Resident  Magistrate,  and 
having  them  punished  summsirily.  To  provide 
that  no  one  should  bring  an  action  without  the 
consent  of  the  Attorney-General  would  mean, 
that  those  guilty  of  offences  tmder  the  Act 
would  be  practically  left  untouched.  He 
thought  they  should  be  very  careful  how  they 
altered  the  law  in  this  respect,  or  otherwise 
they  might  see  anonymous  sheets  of  libellous 
matter  scattered  throughout  the  community, 
and  introducing  much  trouble  and  scandal  into 
private  families.  The  Act  might  be  susceptible 
of  a  little  improvement,  but  the  8rd  clause  of 
this  Bill  was  very  objectionable,  and  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  Bill  on  the  chance  that  it 
might  be  rendered  unobjectionable  in  Commit- 
tee. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  he  should  sup- 
port the  amendment.  It  was  within  his  recol- 
lection that  at  the  time  the  Act  was  passed  the 
very  evil  which  the  clause  now  in  question  was 
intended  to  cure  was  rampant  in  that  part  of 
the  colony  with  which  he  was  best  acquainted. 
Political  feeling  in  that  quarter  had  risen  very 
high,  and  the  scandal  caused  by  anonymous 
publications  was  intolerable.  He  hoped  that 
any  protection  the  law  afforded  to  prevent  a 


Council  who  bought  a  book  which  had  not  a  |  recurrence  of  such  a  state  of  things  would  n6t 
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be  removed,  and  he  therefore  ooald  not  sup- 
port this  Bill. 

Amendment  agreed  td 

TRUSTEES'  AND  EXECUTORS'  SHARE- 
HOLDERS LIABILITY  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  moved,  That  the 
committal  of  this  Bill  be  made  an  Order  of 
the  Day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, That  the  committal  of  the  Bill  be  made 
an  Order  of  the  Day  for  that  day  fortnight.  It 
was  useless  to  pretend  to  think  it  would  be  got 
through  at  this  period  of  the  session. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  these 
Trustee  Bills  were  becoming  a  sort  of  legislative 
nightmare.  There  was  no  chance  whatever  of 
this  measure  becoming  law  this  session,  and  he 
would  therefore  advise  his  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Wilson  to  remove  it  from  the  Paper,  and 
send  it  to  keep  company  with  his  own  (Mr. 
VVaterhouse's)  Breach  of  Trusts  Bill.  ' 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON  thought  it  would 
be  well  to  pass  these  two  or  three  clauses  tenta- 
tively, pending  a  general  measure  which  should 
be  brought  in  next  session.  No  doubt  there 
would  be  half  a  dozen  more  of  these  trustee 
companies  formed  between  now  and  then. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.*  A.  BUCKLEY  would  ad- 
vise his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Wilson  to  let  the 
Bill  go,  as  there  was  no  chance  of  getting  it 
through  the  Council  this  session.  He  was  sur- 
prised at  the  opposition  this  Bill  received  in 
quarters  from  which  opposition  might  not  have 
been  expected.  After  the  recent  discussions 
on  the  subject  it  was  quite  evident  that  some 
measure  was  required,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  during 
the  recess  to  prepare  a  general  measure  for 
introduction  next  session.  But,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  would  advise  his  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Wilson  to  gracefully  •  accept  the 
inevitable. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  thought 
those  who  called  these  Trustee  Bills  a  night- 
mare might  find  that  the  compcknies  would 
become  a  nightmare,  and  that  their  being 
allowed  to  deal  as  they  chose  with  trust  funds, 
<&;c.,  might  lead  to  results  which  would  be  an 
unpleasant  recollection  to  honourable  members 
for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  He  hoped  it  would 
not  be  so ;  but,  if  it  were,  his  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Wilson  would  have  the  pleasing  conscious- 
ness of  having  striven  hard  to  prevent  it.  The 
lionourable  gentleman  was  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  the  colony  for  his  attempts  in  the 
matter.  And  he  (Mr.  Richmond)  would  remind 
the  Council  that  this  was  not  altogether  a 
private  member's  Bill.  It  was  a  Bill  framed  by 
and  brought  in  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
Select  Committee,  and  was  therefore  entitled 
to  more  respect  than  an  ordinary  Bill  intro- 
duced by  a  private  member. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  said  it  was  perfectly 
evident  that  there  was  no  hope  of  the  measure 
becoming  law  this  session.  As  to  the  assertion 
that  these  Bills  had  become  a  nightmare,  be- 
cause some  or  other  of  them  had  been  on  the 
Order  Paper  nearly  all  the  session,  he  did  not 
Hon,  Dr.  PoUen 


think  that  was  a  nightmare  much  to  be  feared. 
The  honourable  gentleman  proposed  to  put  off 
his  Bill  till  next  day ;  but,  if  he  really  wished  to 
go  on  with  his  Bill,  why  did  he  not  do  so  at 
once,  as  he  had  two  hours  before  him  to  dis- 
cuss it  ?  If  he  did  not  take  the  present  oppor- 
tunity, he  had  better  drop  it,  as  there  was  not 
the  least  chance  of  passing  it  this  session. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  t» 
nine  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday^  30th  October,  1884. 


Hickson'8  Offloes— Maharara  and  Tutane  Bloek»~ 
Manfj^hao  Blook— Lime  Tariff  on  Bailway»~ 
Ealing  Rail  way-station — Thompson's  Cemenv— 
Trust  Funds— Aumara  Tail-race— Westport  Col-  , 
liery  Company— District  Railways— Beet-rook 
Sugar  Bill— Westland  Education  District  Bob- 
division  Bill.    

Mr.   Speaker  took  the  chair   at  half-past 
two  o'clock. 
Prayebs.  •* 

HICKSON'S  OFFICES. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  asked  the  Minister  d 
Justice,  Whether  he  is  aware  that  Mr.  Hickson, 
a  mining  agent,  and  son  of  Warden  Hicksoiv 
on  the  Otago  Gk}ld  Fields,  uses  for  the  purpoaeft. 
of  his  business  the  Government  offices  occupied 
by  the  said  Warden  ?  He  might  state  that, 
when  in  Dunedin  recently,  a  deputation  troited 
upon  him  in  reference  to  the  subject  referred 
to  in  this  question,  and  he  wa^  asked  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  House. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  ho  representations, 
had  been  received  by  the  department  in  regaii 
to  this  matter ;  but,  since  the  question  was  pot* 
on  the  Paper,  he  had  made  inquiries,  and  as- 
certained that  Mr.  Hickson,  jun.,  was  merely 
assisting  his  father.  Instructions  had  been 
given  to  the  effect  that  he  should  not  be  flJlowed 
to  cany  on  any  private  business  in  the  Govern- 
ment offices. 

MAHARARA  AND  TAUTANE  BLOCKS. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands,  It 
in  view  of  the  great  demand  that  at  present 
exists  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  District  for  bush  | 
land,  he  will  have  the  ^laharara  Block,  Seventy-  I 
Mile  Bush,  and  the  Tautane  Block,  near  Wai- 
nui,  which  are  now  being  surveyed,  thrown  opei 
for  sale  on  the  deferred-payment  S3rstem  at  si 
early  a  date  as  possible  ?    There  had  been  fo| 
some  time  a  great  desire  on  the  part  of  a  numi 
her  of  persons  to  obtain  land  in  the  SevcntT 
Mile  Bush  and  other  parts  of  the  Hawke's  B& 
District  on  the  deferred-pa%inent  system,  am 
they  had  been  unable  to  obtain  them.     Hi 
hoped  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Lands  woai< 
be  able  to  see  his  way  to  have  these  blocks 
thrown  open  for  sale.  *  fl 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  the  MahorarM 
Block  was  now  being  surveyed  for  sale,  anfl 
Pasliament  was  asked  to  vote  a  further  sum  ell 
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HjaOO  for  the  purpose  of  road  -  oouBtmotion 
wiihm  it.  Already  about  Beven  miles  of  road- 
Unee  had  been  cleared  of  bush,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  clear  and  partially  form  about  nine 
miles  more.  The  area  to  be  opened  was  ten 
thonsand  acres.  Of  the  Tautane  Reserve,  about 
twenty  thousand  acres  were  now  being  sur- 
TByed.  Six  miles  of  road  had  been  made  into 
ihe  block,  and  further  works  were  under  con- 
fldeiation.  Both  blocks  would  be  opened  for 
tBttlement  at  the  earliest  possible  time,  after 
the  survey  and  road-making  were  sufficiently 
advanced. 

MANGAHAO  BLOCK. 

Mr.BEETHAM  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  the  Government  will  take  steps,  at  as  early 
$  date  as  possible,  to  open  up  the  Mangahao 
Block,  Wairarapa  East  County  ?  He  had  been 
jndnced  to  ask  the  question  from  the  fact 
'Hex  a  sum  of  money  had  been  on  the  esti- 
jBAies  for  some  time  past  for  the  opening-up  of 
ihia  block,  and  the  settlers  naturally  expected 
that  it  would  be  expended.  If  this  vote  could 
be  dealt  with,  a  very  valuable  block  of  land 
voold  be  opened,  containing  both  rich  land  and 
"faluable  timber.  He  hoped  the  Minister  of 
Laodi  would  be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  a.s- 
fannce  that  the  money  would  be  expended  in 
^  manner  indicated. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  a  sum  of  £1,600 
iv  opening  out  roads  in  this  block  appeared  on 
ihe  estimates.  The  best  means  of  access  to 
tiie  block  was  through  the  Mangatamcko  Block, 
!^  purchase  of  which  was  noc  yet  completed. 
Xfforts  would  be  made  during  the  present  ses- 
te  to  get  the  land  made  accessible,  with  a 
'WW  to  its  being  offered  for  sale. 

LIME  TARIFF  ON  RAILWAYS. 

ilr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Minister  for 
PobKc  Works,  If,  in  any  fresh  adjustment  of 
;  tile  railway  tariff,  he  will  consider  the  present 
I  comparative  inequality  of  the  charges  upon  the 
;Cicnage  of  lime  on  the  southern  railways,  the 
i^uiiage  from  ^lillbum  to  Christchurch,  a  dis- 
tance of  262  miles,  being  £1  Os.  lid.,  and  from 
Temaka  to  Christchurch,  a  distance  of  89 
aules,  being  12s.  6d.  per  ton,  thus  placing  the 
iWidnceis  of  lime  in  the  Hilton  District  at  a 
disadvantage  as  compared  with  those  in  the 
Xaibnm  District? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  of  course 
,tiu8  question,  amongst  others,  would  come 
toder  notice  when  the  tariff  generally  was 
Wmg  reviewed  during  the  recess.  From  the 
iny  in  which  the  honourable  gentleman's 
^estion  was  worded  it  would  appear  that  a 
SRat  discrepancy  existed,  which  really  was  not 
the  case.  The  carriage  of  goods — ^which  in- 
«lDded  ihe  handling,  &c. — ^was  far  more  costly 
for  shoit  distcmces  than  for  long  ones :  there- 
lore  the  mileage  rates  gradually. decreased  as 
1^  journey  lei^hened. 

EALING  RAILWAY-STATION. 
Mr.  WALKER  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  Railway  Department  are  pro- 
joain^  to  close  the  railway-station  at  Ealing  ? 


If  so,  will  he  take  the  matter  into  further  con- 
sideration ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDS097  replied  that  this  was 
not  a  regular  passenger-station,  but  had  been 
open  for  some  time  for  telegraph  purposes.  It 
was  now  found  imnecessary  to  continue  to 
keep  it  open,  there  not  being  work  enough  to 
keep  a  clerk  employed,  and  therefore  the  clerk 
would  be  removed,  and  the  station  worked  n 
the  ordinary  way  as  a  flag-station. 

THOMPSON'S  CEM:eNT. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  has  received  any  report  of 
the  result  of  tests  made  at  the  railway  testiug- 
shed,  Pipitea  Point,  to  determine  the  value  of 
Portland  cement  made  by  T.  J.  Thompson, 
Bluff  ;  and,  if  so,  will  he  assist  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  industry  by  the  construction  of  a 
siding  to  connect  the  works  with  the  railway ; 
also  whether  the  Government  is  still  open  to 
receive  tenders  for  the  supply  of  locallv-manu- 
factured  Portland  cement  ?  In  explanation 
of  this  question,  he  might  say  that  the  Mr. 
Thompson  named  therein  had  been  for  many 
years  engaged  in  endeavours  to  utilize  the 
mineral,  or  rock,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Bluff  in  the  manufacture  of  Portland  cement. 
He  had  persevered  under  the  most  adverse 
influences  and  against  the  highest  scientific 
authority  in  the  colony,  but  he  ha>d  succeeded 
so  far  as  to  produce  what  he  (Mr.  Joyce) 
believed  to  be  a  perfect  cement.  But  during 
these  years  he  hod  invested  his  capital,  and 
nothing  had  been  coming  in ;  and  now,  having 
reached  almost  the  point  of  success,  it  was 
necessary  that  he  should  receive  some  en- 
couragement or  assistance,  otherwise  he  would 
probably  have  to  discontinue  his  efforts.  He 
thought  the  Minister  would  find  hardly  any 
difficulty  in  answering  the  first  part  of  the 
question ;  for  he  believed  that  a  most  decided 
opinion  had  been  expressed,  on  very  high 
authority,  that  what  had  been  -produced  was 
virtually  a  good  cement.  With  reference  to  the 
second  part  of  the  question,  he  thought  the 
Government  might  assist  in  the  manner  indi- 
cated ;  and,  as  to  the  third  part  of  the  question, 
he  was  aware  that  the  Government  had  offered 
to  take  a  hundred  tons  of  cement  from  any- 
body who  made  it,  but  he  was  not  aware 
whether  they  had  arranged  to  take  a  hxmdred 
tons  from  any  particular  person  already ;  but, 
in  any  case,  so  large  an  amount  of  cement  was 
used  in  the  public  works  of  the  colony  that  it 
was  quite  possible  the  Government  could  take 
even  a  second  hundred  tons  if  it  were  pro- 
duced. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  his  reply  to  the 
first  part  of  the  question  would  be  in  the 
affirmative ;  but  he  did  not  think,  in  the  in- 
terests of  this  gentleman  or  in  the  interests  of 
local  manufactures,  it  was  advisable  at  present 
to  make  public  the  nature  of  the  information 
which  he  had  received.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  stated  that  Mr.  Thompson  haid  pro- 
duced a  perfect  cement.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  the  discoveries  which  Mr.  Thompson  had 
made  were  of  a  very  valuable  nature,  and  there 
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yraa  evezy  indication  that  he  was  in  the  right 
track,  and  might  be  able  presently  to  produce 
a  very  good  cement.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  assisting  by  laying  down  a  railway- 
siding,  he  regretted  to  say  that  the  department 
did  not  see  their  way  to  do  that,  at  any  rate  at 
present.  As  to  taking  a  considerable  quantity 
of  this  cement  from  Mr.  Thompson,  the  Grovem- 
ment  were  perfectly  willing  to  take  it  from  him 
or  from  any  otlier  person,  and,  in  the  interests 
of  local  manufacture,  they  had  specified  that, 
in  the  case  of  cement  locally  produced,  the  test 
to  be  applied  should  be  much  below  the  ordinary 
test :  in  fact,  it  was  to  be  one-third  less  than  the 
test  imposed  in  respect  of  imported  cement. 
That,  he  believed,  would  be  a  great  assistance  to 
the  local  manufacture.  If  Mr.  Thompson  should 
succeed  in  making  a  marketable  and  useful 
article,  there  could  be  no  fear  about  the  Go- 
vernment being  prepared  to  give  him  a  bonus  or 
to  assist  him  in  some  other  way ;  but  he  could 
not  hold  out  a  hope  of  assistance  being  given 
in  the  direction  the  honourable  member  for 
Awarua  suggested  in  reference  to  a  railway- 
siding,  because,  in  the  opinion  of  the  depart- 
ment, it  would  be  an  exceedingly  unwise  thing 
to  do  at  present. 

TRUST  FUNDS. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  If 
he  has  observed  an  error  in  the  printed  report 
of  the  answer  to  Question  No.  345  in  the  evi- 
dence attached  to  the  report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Trust  Funds  ;  and  if  he  will  have  it 
corrected  before  the  evidence  is  finally  bound 
in  the  Appendix  ?  Honourable  gentlemen  had 
no  doubt  seen  a  paper  which  had  been  widely 
circulated  containing  the  report  of  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  to  report  upon  the  Trust 
Funds — a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Legis- 
lative Council.  On  looking  over  that  document 
he  found,  in  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance's 
answer  to  a  question,  that  there  was  an  error, 
either  in  reporting  or  in  the  compilation  of  the 
report,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  security  held 
by  the  Trust  Funds  in  respect  to  debentures 
of  the  Pamell  Borough.  The  statement  made 
in  the  report  was  that  the  annual  value  of  the 
assessable  property  was  £14,000;  whereas  it 
ought  to  have  been  stated,  as  he  discovered  on 
making  inquiry,  that  the  total  amount  of  the 
loan  was  £14,000,  and  the  annual  value  of  the 
assessable  property  was  £2G,500.  It  might  not 
appear  a  very  important  matter ;  but,  as  the 
statement  affected  the  character  of  the  invest- 
ments of  these  Trust  Funds,  it  was  desirable 
that  it  should  be  corrected,  in  order  that,  when 
the  document  appeared  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Journals,  there  might  be  attached  to  it  a 
correction. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  he  had  only  read  very 
superficially,  owing  to  want  of  time,  the  report 
to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  referred ; 
but  he  had  been  told  by  one  of  the  witnesses 
that -he  had  made  a  mistake  in  giving  his  evi- 
dence. His  (Sir  J.  Vogel'a)  answer  to  him  was 
that  he  had  better  try  and  get  the  Council  to 
allow  him  to  alter  it.  He  (Sir  J.  Vogel)  had  no 
power  to  alter  evidence  taJceu  by  the  Council. 
Mr,  E,  Richardson 


It  he  attempted  anything  of  the  kind  he  should 
no  doubt  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege,  and 
probably  render  himself  liable  to  some  serious, 
personal  consequences.  Witnesses  who  had 
been  careless  enough,  on  revising  their  evidence^ 
not  to  See  that  they  had  made  mistakes  mnst 
communicate  with  the  proper  authority  to  get 
matters  set  right.  He  had  no  power  in  the 
matter. 

KUMARA  TAIL-RACE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  MiiiBS, 
Whether  it  is  true  that  Mr.  Warden  Giles  wrote 
to  the  Iklinister  of  Mines  a  letter  dated  llth 
August,  1884,  in  which  proposals  were  submitted 
for  settlement  of  the  Kumara  Main  Tail-race 
dispute ;  and,  if  the  answer  be  in  the  affinnativ8p 
has  the  receipt  of  such  letter  been  acknow- 
ledged or  acted  upon,  and,  if  not,  why  not? 
He  had  no  doubt  the  answer  to  the  first  part 
of  the  question  would  be  in  the  affirmative, 
because,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Minister  of 
Mines,  he  had  received  a  copy  of  the  letter  that 
was  sent  by  Mr. Giles.  The  second  part  of  the 
question  was  rather  important,  because,  after 
looking  carefully  through  the  correspondence, 
he  did  not  find  that  there  had  been  any  answer 
sent  to  this  letter,  though  it  was  dated  "  llth 
August,  1884."  He  might  also  say  this,  and  he 
said  it  as  an  act  of  justice  to  Warden  Giles: 
that,  having  carefully  gone  through  the  eotrtf- 
spondence,  he  exonerated  that  officer  from  the 
charge  which  he  made  against  him  last  session, 
which  was  that  he  had  been  biassed  in  dealing^ 
with  the  question  affecting  this  particular  work. 
The  letter  referred  to  in  the  question  was  && 
follows : — 

*'  Warden's  Office, 
"  Hokitika,  11th  August,  1884. 

"  Sib, — I  believe,  although  I  have  no  official 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  miners  at  Kumara 
are  renewing  their  application  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  cheaper  water.  \Vhat  I  have  to  say 
upon  this  subject  relates  only  to  those  who  are 
using  the  Government  sludge-channel,  and  is 
intended  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  view  of 
the  matter  which,  although  implied  in  foimer 
communications,  has  never  perhaps  been  set 
forth  so  explicitly  as  seems  desirable.  The 
view  I  mean  is  this :  that  the  earlier  owners  of 
tail-races  connected  with  the  sludge-channel 
would  probably  be  held  by  any  tribunal  of  arbi- 
tration to  have  a  fair  claim  for  compensation 
for  direct  loss  sustained  by  them  in  consequence 
of  the  Government  permitting  a  larger  number 
of  tail-races  to  open  into  the  sludge-channel 
than  it  could  properly  accommodate.  In  the 
absence  of  any  special  bargain  to  the  contrary^ 
the  agreement  by  the  Government  to  allow 
holders  of  tail-races  to  sluice  into  the  sludge- 
channel  would  be  taken  to  give  the  right  to 
sluice  for  a  fair  niunber  of  hours  every  day  that 
they  desired  to  do  so,  with  some  obvious  excep- 
tions, and  to  send  down  anything  that  in  the 
ordinary  way  of  sluicing  would  pass  down  their 
own  boxes.  This  right  has  been  restricted  and 
in  great  part  taken  away  by  the  admission  of 
a  larger  number  of  tail-races  than  the  aludge- 
channel  can  freely  accommodate,  owing  ta 
which  the  working  hours  have  been  shortened^ 
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and  the  mode  of  working  restricted  by  regu- 
lAtions  which,  however  necessary  in  Uie  oir- 
oamstanceB,  yet  are  regarded  by  the  miners  as 
vexatious. 

"  This  view  of  the  matter  may,  I  think,  be 
dearly  gathered  from  the  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Gordon  and  myself  in  our  report  of  February 
last ;  but  I  have  thought  it  desirable  to  direct 
attention  to  it  more  particularly  now,  because, 
when  in  a  guosi-judicial  capacity  I  gave  my 
approval  to  the  new  Regulations,  I  felt  myself 
debarred  from  entertaining  the  question  of  any 
claims  which  could  not  be  made  good  in  a 
Warden's  Court. 

"  The  Government  would  probably  find  a  free 
or  cheaper  supply  of  water  the  easiest  mode 
of  giving  such  compensation  to  parties  who 
have  a  good  claim  to  it,  pending  any  further 
steps  that  may  be  taken  for  the  permanent 
relief  of  the  sludge-channel.  The  later  comers, 
or  back-number  men,  have  not  so  strong  a 
claim  for  compensation ;  but  even  they  may 
allege  that,  when  they  were  allowed  to  open 
into  the  sludge-channel,  they  might  fairly  ex- 
pect that  its  capacity  had  been  calculated  be- 
ixod  permission  was  given  them,  and  that  their 
use  of  it  would  not  bo  so  greatly  restricted  as 
ba  turned  out  to  be  the  case. 

"I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  that 
in  my  opinion  the  source  of  the  whole  compli- 
cation is  to  be  found  in  the  first  code  of  Begula- 
tions  that  was  framed,  the  5th  clause  of  which 
prohibits  any  person  from  using  the  sludge- 
ehaanel  without  the  written  permit  of  the 
Manager.  It  is  these  permits  tliat,  I  think, 
have  done  the  mischief.  The  right  to  use  the 
sludge-channel  ought  to  have  been  inseparably 
attached  to  the  registered  certificate  for  a  tail- 
Bcc.  In  that  case  the  priority  of  right  would 
ha?e  been,  like  priority  in  all  other  gold  fields 
rights,  a  thing  fixed  ajid  readily  determinable, 
and  the  later  comers  would  have  been  in  the 
lame  position  as  inferior  holders  of  water  or 
other  rights. — I  have,  &c., 

•*  J.  Giles,  Warden. 

"The  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
=*  Wellington." 

He  regretted  very  much  that  Warden  Giles 
had  been  plckced  in  the  position  he  was  placed 
in.  The  late  Minister  of  Mines  was  to  blame. 
It  was  altogether  wrong  to  ask  any  Warden  to 
advise  and  draft  regulations,  seeing  the  same 
hereafter  might  come  before  the  Warden  to  be 
reviewed,  ministerially  and  judicially ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  he  thought  the  Warden  had 
wted  strictly  impartially. 

III.  BALLANGE  said  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  afforded  suificient  proof  to  the  House 
that  the  letter  was  received.  It  contained  pro- 
posals which  had  been  considered  and  acted 
upon,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  well  knew ; 
but  it  did  not  appear  that  there  was  any  neces- 
sity for  going  further. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  the  department  might 
have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  letter, 
irhich  had  never  been  done. 

WESTPORT  COLLIERY  COMPANY. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Government,— 


(1.)  By  what  authority,  and  for  what  considera- 
tion, 150  acres  of  freehold  land  at  Wallsend» 
Grey  River,  containing  valuable  coal  deposits, 
was  recently  sold  to  the  Westporff  Colhery 
Company?  (2.)  Whether  the  company  had  com- 
plied with  all  the  conditions  of  their  lease  and 
other  agreements  with  the  Government  before- 
the  date  of  the  sale  ?  And  (3)  If  the  company 
has  not  yet  complied  with  the  conditions  and 
agreements,  what  steps  do  the  Government 
intend  taking  to  compel  the  company  to  carry 
out  such  conditions  and  agreements  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  question  raised 
a  considerable  amount  of  debatable  matter 
which  might  be  held  to  reflect  upon  a  previous, 
(government,  and,  in  replying,  he  should  read 
the  departmental  answers.  The  reply  ta 
No.  (1)  was,  **The  lease;  £750,  being  at  the 
rate  of  £5  per  acre."  No.  (2) :  "  Not  strictly  to 
the  very  letter."  No.  (3):  **The  department 
is  satisfied  that  the  company  is  substantially 
complying  with  the  conditions  of  the  lease ; 
and,  as  the  company  has  expended  a  large  sum 
of  money  in  developing  the  mine,  it  is  not  pro- 
posed to  take  any  steps  at  present  to  compel  it 
to  carry  out  the  conditions  and  agreements  of 
the  lease  to  the  very  letter."  No.  (4) :  '*  Copies, 
of  the  correspondence  are  already  before  the 
House."  Copies  of  the  correspondence  had 
been  laid  before  the  House.  It  was  not  neces- 
sary to  add  anything  more,  because  if  he  did 
it  would  open  up  debatable  matter.  The  ques- 
tion itself  was  full  of  debatable  matter. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  did  not  feel  satisfied  at  all- 
with  one  part  of  the  reply,  and  would  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  House.  It  was  said  that 
the  lease  was  the  authority.  Now,  the  power 
to  purchase  was  only  given  in  the  event  of 
the  company  performing  certain  conditions, 
and  the  property  could  only  be  purcha.sed 
within  the  last  five  years  of  the  term.  The 
lease  was  only  granted  in  1875  or  1876,  and 
it  was  for  twenty-one  years ;  and  how  could 
the  last  five  years  have  arrived  on  the  7th  of 
June  last  ?  It  was  a  matter  which  he  thought 
the  Minister  ought  to  explain,  and  not  depend 
solely  upon  the  reply  of  the  department. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  did  not  think  it  was  neces- 
sary to  go  into  the  question.  If  the  honour- 
able- gentleman  wanted  more  information  with 
regard  to  this  question  he  should  have  given 
notice  of  motion*  so  that  the  House  would  be 
in  a  position  to  debate  the  whole  subject.  He 
considered  that  a  question  of  this  kind  should 
be  answered  in  accordance  with  the  informa- 
tion supplied  by  the  department.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  justify  this  lease,  or  the  conditiona 
of  the  lease.  It  was  done  by  a  previous  Go- 
vernment. There  was  no  doubt  the  subject 
required  to  be  very  carefully  considered;  but 
in  answer  to  this  question  he  did  not  propose 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  it  at  all.  The  last  Go- 
venmiont  were  entirely  responsible  for  what 
had  been  done  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  only  thing  that  it 
appeared  should  be  dealt  with  was  this :  that 
there  had  been  clearly  a  violation  of  the  cove- 
nants of  the  lease.  There  was  also  this  :  that 
the  colony  had  suffered  in  more  than  one  way» 
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and  that  this  particular  district  had  also  suf- 
fered. The  facts  of  the  case  were  these :  that 
the  Westport  Coal  Company  owned  some  pro- 
perties at  vVestport,  and  they  bought  up  a  rival 
mine.  The  covenants  in  the  lease  of  that  rival 
mine  provided  that  so  many  thousand  tons  of 
coal  should  be  taken  out  yearly.  When  the 
Westport  Company  bought  up  this  mine,  in- 
stead of  going  on  with  tiie  work  and  giving  a  re- 
turn to  the  Government  railway  there,  and  to  the 
people  of  the  whole  district  in  providing  work, 
they  shut  up  the  mine  altogether.  Ho  thought 
the  Government  should  force  them  to  work  the 
mine.  They  purchased  the  freehold  of  the 
mine  entirely,  thereby  saving  the  royalty  upon 
the  coal,  which  was  in  itself  a  very  serious  loss 
to  the  colony.  Ko  doubt  an  explanation  could 
be  given  by  the  late  Minister  of  Lands  ;  but  he 
(Mr.  Seddon)  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  plainly 
that  this  was  one  of  those  jobs  which  the  late 
Government  were  noted  for. 

Mr.  STOUT  wished  to  say  one  or  two  words, 
because  it  had  been  represented  in  another 
place  that  the  present  Government  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  sale  of  this  lease. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  — It  was  distinctly 
stated  that  it  was  the  late  Govennnent. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — It  was  represented  clearly 
tliat  the  sale  of  this  coal  reserve  was  made  by 
the  present  Ministry.  The  honourable  member 
who  put  this  question  was  quite  warranted 
in  doing  what  he  had  done.  He  (^Ir.  Seddon) 
did  not  intend  to  say  that  the  Government, 
in  dealing  with  leases,  should  always  insist 
upon  the  strict  letter  of  the  conditions  being 
carried  out ;  but  what  he  said  was  this :  that 
an  unfair  and  illegal  thing  was  done  ;  that  the 
Government  had  allowed  the  company  to  ob- 
tain the  freehold  of  a  most  valuable  coal  field, 
which  he  was  informed  would  affect  the  re- 
mainder of  the  lease,  and  make  it  practically 
theirs.  This  was  done  without  parliamentary 
sanction.  The  right  to  purchase  within  five 
years  only  existed  if  the  conditions  of  the 
lease  had  been  strictly  carried  out  by  the  com- 
pany. They  had  not  been  strictly  carried  out 
by  the  company  ;  and  allowing  the  company  to 
buy  this  piece  of  land  practically  meant  that 
the  Crown  had  no  longer  any  power  to  compel 
the  carrying-out  of  the  conditions  of  the  lease 
— namely,  minmg  and  other  things.  There- 
fore, if  the  late  ^linister  of  Lands  thought  this 
was  a  case  for  the  interference  of  the  Crown, 
ho  should  have  brought  it  before  Parliament 
and  have  had  an  Act  passed  for  the  purpose. 
He  did  not  wish  to  bring  in  too  much  debat- 
able matter,  but  this  seemed  to  have  been  an 
act  which  should  naturally  be  sanctioned  by 
Parliament,  and  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature might  at  all  events  have  been  consulted 
in  this  matter,  especially,  according  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldino,  as"  grave 
constitutional  questions  always  arose  when 
acts  were  done  in  which  both  branches  were 
not  consulted ;  and  in  this  case  neither  branch 
was  consulted,  and  the  lease  was  practically  set 
aside,  and  he  submitted  that  the  law  had  been 
practically  set  aside. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  was  not  going  to  question 
Mr*  Seddon 


the  honourable  gentleman's  law.  He  had  no 
doubt  it  was  excellent,  At  any  rate,  the  Houae 
was  bound  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney- 
General  as  determining  any  question,  of  law. 
But  the  honourable  member  for  Kumara  had 
said  that  this  was  one  of  the  jobs  of  the  late 
Government  which  they  were  noted  for.  He 
thought  that  was  a  very  unnecessary  remade, 
but  it  was  a  remark  which  he  and  other 
honourable  members  were  constantly  making, 
and  this  was  just  one  of  those  mares' -nests 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  misrepre- 
sented and  turned  to  political  purposes.  Now, 
he  (^Ir.  Rolleston)  was  not  afraid  of  the  most 
exhaustive  inquiry  into  the  whole  transaction. 
Tlio  thing  was  perfectly  clear,  straightforward, 
and  aboveboard.  The  original  lease  pronded 
for  the  purchase  of  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  freehold.  He  was  not  there  to  say  why 
that  was  done.  The  lease  was  granted  by  the 
present  Minister  for  Public  Works,  and  his 
name  was  upon  it.  The  lease  pro\idcd  for  the 
purchase  of  fifty  acres  within  the  first  five 
years  of  the  tenure  of  the  lease,  if  they  car- 
ried out  the  conditions.  The  Government  thafe 
had  power  to  make  a  lease  hod  to  judge  m\h 
regard  to  a  thing  like  this :  They  had  to  judge 
how  far  the  conditions  of  the  lease  were  pos- 
sible, and  how  far  circumstances  over  which 
no  company  and  no  Government  could  have 
any  control — as  was  always  the  case  with  coal 
mines — justified  any  concession  in  the  matter 
of  the  lease.  The  position  was  this :  Fifty  acres 
were  due,  and,  unless  the  Government  were 
going  to  set  aside  the  lease  absolutely — which 
lie  held  would  be  an  absolutely  unjust  thing  to 
do — they  were  entitled  to  the  fifty  acres • 

ilr.  STOUT. — If  taken  up  within  the  time. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Quite  true.  They  did 
not  take  it  up  within  the  time,  because  the  Go- 
vernment were  taking  steps — as  the  House  was 
well  aware— to  enforce  the  company  going  on 
in  a  bo7in  fide  manner  with  the  w^orking  of  the 
coal  mine ;  and  the  company,  he  might  say, 
satisfied  the  Government.  The  Premier  knew 
all  this  very  well ;  but  he  was  only  putting  for- 
ward little  bits  of  things ;  he  was  not  stating  the 
case  fairly.  The  Goveniment,  at  the  instance 
of  the  former  member  for  Greymouth,  were 
constantl}^  pressing  tliis  company,  keeping  them 
up  to  the  mark,  and  there  were  some  condi- 
tions laid  down  by  the  Government  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  they  should  spend  in  work- 
ing this  mine.  Another  shaft  had  to  be  sunk, 
and  other  large  works  had  to  be  gone  into, 
as  it  was  otherwise  absolutely  impossible  for 
the  company  to  produce  coal.  At  any  rate,  it 
was  impossible  for  the  company  to  carry  out 
the  lease  in  respect  to  producing  a  certain 
amount  of  coal ;  but,  in  respect  to  spending  a 
large  amount  of  capital  in  opening  the  mine, 
the  company  gave  full  effect  to  the  spirit  of 
the  agreement  between  them  and  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  it  would  have  been  an  imfair  thing 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  take  an 
advantage  of  this  company  which  it  could  not 
fairly  have  taken  of  any  other,  and  which  it 
would  not  have  contemplated  if  it  had  had  before 
it  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.    It  was 
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impossible  to  prescribe  with  positive  aoouracy 
tiie  conditions  on  which  the  coal  mine  should 
be  leased,  when  the  Government  were  the  judge 
of  whether  the  company  was  working  in  the 
best  way  or  not.  The  lease  made  in  1874  by 
the  present  Minister  for  Public  Works  provided 
that  the  Qompany  should  purchase. fifty  acres, 
that  area  covering  the  whole  of  the  plant  and 
the  whole  of  the  ground  necessary  for  work- 
ing the  mine  and  securing  the  plant.  If  the 
Premier,  before  trying  to  get  political  capital 
in  the  House,  had  taken  the  trouble  to  consult 
Ihe  department,  he  would  have  found  that  the 
lemaiDder  of  the  land,  beyond  fifty  acres  and 
up  to  150  acres,  was  of  the  very  roughest  cha- 
racter. He  would  have  found  that  there  were 
certain  complications  involving  the-  interest  of 
people  who  were  scattered  on  the  ground,  in 
whose  interest  the  Government  stipulated  that 
<mly  rentals  within  certain  limits  should  be 
exacted.  The  fifty  acres,  which  gave  them  the 
whole  control  of  the  thing,  was  already  due, 
miless  they  were  going  to  forfeit  the  lease  at 
once.  That  was  tiie  position.  But,  as  to  the 
lonainder,  as  he  read  the  lease  the  stipulation 
wts  rather  in  favour  of  the  company,  that  they 
need  not  buy  up  the  remainder  till  the  last 
fife  rears;  and  it  appeared  that  allowing  them 
nov  to  complete  the  purchase  and  pay  up  the 
Bsmey,  and  to  settle  the  question  that  had 
adsen  between  them  and  these  squatters  upon 
the  land,  was  a  matter  of  very  large  import- 
ance, and  that  the  arrangement  that  was  made 
was  made  with  the  approval,  consent,  and  con- 
currence of  the  Commissioner  under  the  Act, 
and  he  believed  of  the  Waste  Lands  Board 
«f  Westland,  and  the  papers  showed  that  the 
vhole  thing  was  most  carefully  and  judicially 
«msidered.  Anybody  who  read  the  correspond- 
ence between  himself  and  the  company  would 
see  that  on  his  part  there  was  anything  but  a 
disposition  to  go  one  bit  beyond  the  letter  of  the 
law;  and  in  this  case,  where  he  did  go  beyond 
the  letter  of  the  law,  it  was,  as  he  had  explained, 
with  a  view  of  settling  a  number  of  difficult 
'^estions,  and  in  the  interests  of  .the  Govern- 
ment quite  as  much  as  of  the  company.  He 
wished  to  repeat,  again,  that  the  fifty  acres 
covered  the  whole  plant  and  everything  that 
gave  the  security  imder  the  lease  to  the  com- 
pany, and  the  question  was  simply  and  solely 
one*  whether  there  might  or  might  not  be 
'  an  extension  of  the  ground  which  should  be 
I  bought  within  a  certain  time  ;  and  that  exten- 
sion, he  mcuntained,  it  was  in  the  interests  of 
,  the  Government  to  settle  at  once.  Another 
point,  which  the  Premier  had  not  alluded 
to,  was  this :  If  the  Premier  had  taken  the 
ttoable  to  look  at  the  maps — and  his  (Mr. 
BoUeston's)  recollection  was  pretty  good  of 
them— he  would  have  seen  that  the  maps  abso- 
Intely  showed  the  coal  ran  out  in  this  ground 
in  the  part  outside  the  fifty  acres.  That  was 
•distinctly  shown.  Any  honourable  gentleman 
might  see  the  diagram  of  the  country,  and  the 
geologist's  name  upon  it,  and  he  would  see  that 
the  land  did  not  run  into  the  coal — the  coal 
tan  the  other  way. 
Mr.   STOUT   understood   the   honourable 


gexitleman  to  say  that  the  lease  provided  for 
the  sale  of  the  fifty  acres  during  the  first  five 
years. 

Mr.  EOLLESTON.— Yes. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  it  was  the  last  five  years, 
not  the  first  five. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  would  read  from  the 
lease,  as  follows : — 

'*  Aiud  it  is  hereby  further  declared  and  agreed 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  lessees,  their  suc- 
cessors or  assigns,  at  any  time  during  the  last 
five  years  of  the  term  hereby  granted,  to  pur- 
chase the  fee-simple  of  any  part  of  the. land 
hereby  demised  whereon  any  of  their  works 
may  be,  at  the  price  of  five  pounds  per  acre : 

"  Provided  always  that  they  shall  not  at  any 
one  time  purchase  less  than  twenty  nor  more 
than  fifty  acres,  and  that  the  total  amount  of 
land  So  to  be  purchased  shall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  such  purchases,  if 
ma^e,  shall  include  all  rights  to  mine  for  coal 
beneath  the  surface :  Excepting  and  always 
reserving  to  the  said  lessor,  her  heirs,  succes- 
sors, and  assigns,  and  her,  his,  and  their  ser- 
vants and  workmen,  full  and  free  liberty  at  all 
times  of  taking,  holding,  and  using  such  por- 
tion of  the  land  purchased  as  aforesaid  as  may 
be  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  following 
works,  that  is  to  say,  for  making,  constructing, 
maintaining,  using,  and  working  any  railroads, 
tramways,  or  other  roads,  paths,  and  ways,  and 
other  public  works  in,  through,  over,  and  upon 
the  said  land  so  to  bo  purchased  as  aforesaid, 
and  all  necessary  erections  and  buildings  there- 
on, for  the  purposes  of  any  such  railroad,  tram- 
way, or  other  roads,  or  for  the  purposes  of  any 
such  public  works  as  aforesaid,  without  being 
liable  to  pay  to  the  lessees,  as  such  purchasers 
as  aforesaid,  or  their  successors  or  assigns,  any 
compensation  whatever  for  any  land  taken  for 
or  in  the  construction  of  the  said  works  herein- 
before mentioned,  or  any  or  either  of  them 
whatsoever,  and  without  being  liable- to  pay 
any  compensation  to  the  lessees,  their  succes- 
sors or  assigns,  or  their  tenants,  or  others 
claiming  or  holding  under  them,  or  by  reason 
of  the  exercise  of  any  rights  hereby  reserved  to 
the  lessor,  her  successors  or  assigns ;  and  also 
excepting  and  reserving  all  mines  of  gold,  silver, 
and  other  metals  and  minerals  (except  coal) 
upon  or  under  the  same." 

When  this  lease  was  being  drawn,  he  could 
well  remember  about  the  question  of  allowing 
them  to  buy  at  all.  It  was  simply  this :  that 
the  company  insisted  upon,  and  the  Govern- 
ment gave  way  to,  their  right  to  buy  the  land 
on  which  their  mine  works  were  erected.  It 
took  him  entirely  by  sunrise,  when  this  matter 
came  before  the  House,  that  the  company 
could  be  allowed  to  buy  until  the  end  of  their 
lease.  That  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  150  acres.  It  was  after  the  lease 
was  drawn  up  the  Government  consented,  en 
the  recommendation  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Westland,  that  the  additional  quantity  should 
be  agreed  to  be  sold  to  the  company. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL  did  not  like  the  use  of  slang 
words  in  the  House,  but  when  they  were  used 
one  should  clearly  understand  what  was  meant. 
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The  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  said 
this  was  a  "mare's-nest."  He  (Sir  J.  Yogel) 
always  understood  a  ," mare's-nest"  to  mean 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  mistake.  Now,  it 
was  impossible  to  have  listened  to  the  halting 
explanation  of  the  honourable  member,  and 
knowing  that  the  facts  were  incorrectly  stated, 
without  in  future  considering  that  a  mare's- 
nest  might  bear  the  nature  of  a  questionable 
transaction.  The  honourable  gentleman  was 
exceedingly  ready  to  impute  motives  to  others, 
and  to  talk  about  **  red-handed  plunder."  He 
<Sir  J.  Vogel)  did  not  wish  to  do  so — he  was 
lar  from  doing  so — but  he  simply  wished  to  re- 
mark that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  were 
to  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  he 
treated  others,  one  might  point  out  that,  al- 
though this  might,  by  the  Honourable  gentle- 
man's own  terms,  be  a  very  questionable 
transaction,  yet  a  colleague  of  his,  who  was 
very  largely  interested  in  the  company,  had 
benefited  by  his  laches.  He  mentioned  this, 
not  for  a  moment  for  the  purpose  of  attributing 
any  wrong  to  the  honourable  gentleman  or  his 
colleague,  but  to  warn  him  to  be  very  careful 
in  future  in  imputing  motives  to  others.  He 
(Sir  J.  Vogel)  was  willing  to  believe  that  this 
transaction  resulted  from  the  slovenly  practice  of 
relying  too  much  on  departmental  advice.  The 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine  had  made  a 
mistake  through  not  knowing  the  terms  of  the 
lease,  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  He  had  only 
power  to  sell  land,  on  which  the  works  of  the 
company  were  situated,  during  the  last  five 
years  ;  whereas  he  sold  land,  on  only  a  small 
part  of  which  works  were  situated,  much  before 
the  time  he  was  warranted  to  sell  by  the  lease. 
Putting  the  different  parts  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  explanation  together,  he  first  of 
all  said  that  the  land  was  so  broken  as  to  be 
valueless,  and  that  he  was  stealing  a  march 
on  the  company  by  inducing  them  to  purchase. 
Then  he  told  the  House  that  it  was  required 
for  purposes  of  settlement.  He  (Sir  J.  Vogel) 
could  not  reconcile  the  two  statements.  The 
fact  was  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
to  make  an  explanation  with  a  very  feeble 
knowledge  of  the  subject.  He  (Sir  J.  Vogel) 
was  w^illing  to  believe  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  do  anything  wilfully  impro- 
per, but  was  misled  into  doing  so  by  allowing 
himself  to  be  guided  by  others,  and  not  looking 
into  this  question  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do.  It 
was  a  verj'  serious  matter,  because  a  large  mine 
which  should  bo  of  great  value  to  the  locality 
was  shut  up  by  allowing  this  land  to  be  sold. 
The  company  could  snap  its  fingers  and  shut 
up  the  deposits  of  a  very  valuable  district  in 
order  to  work  another  mine  that  might  be 
worked  with  a  larger  amount  of  profit.  That 
was  the  result  of  carelessness.  He  would  not 
attribute  anything  more  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  than  carelessness. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  desired  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
said  he  imputed  nothing  more  to  him  than 
carelessness.  He  thought  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer was  one  of  those  gentlemen  who,  he 
might  say,  lived  in  glass  houses  and  should 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


not  throw  stones.  Though  he  impliedly  said/ 
that  he  simply  accused  him  of  oarelesBness,  h» 
made  what  would  go  forth  to  the  country  by 
implication  an  accusation  of  having  done  a  cor- 
rupt act. 

Mr.  SEDDON  rose  to  order.  This  was  not 
a  personal  explanation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  thought  the  honoozabla 
member  for  Geraldine  was  going  beyond  a 
mere  personal  explanation,  and  was  tending  in 
the  direction  of  making  a  personal  attack  on 
the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  desired  to  say  that  he  pat  tha 
most  favourable  view  of  the  case. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  the  Colonial  Trea- 
sifrer  had .  insinuated  that  he  had  done  this 
with  a  view  to  benefiting  his  colleague.  The 
Ministry  were  behaving  extremely  badly  about 
this  thing.  '  If  they  had  the  minutes  and  in- 
formation before  the  House  now  which  wen- 
before  him  at  the  time  this  thing  was  done  it 
would  wear  an  entirely  different  aspect.  He 
was  at  a  disadvantage  because  he  haMi  not  &a 
papers  before  him.  He  had  stated  his  reed- 
lection  of  the  case,  and  he  was  inclined  to  be- 
lieve from  recollection  that  there  were  other 
papers  which  the  Government  were  at  th9 
present  time  suppressing — suppressing  the  in> 
formation  which  they  ought  to  give  to  the 
House  when  an  accusation  of  that  kind  was 
made.  He  had  only  to  say  that  the  Colooiftl 
Treasurer  appeared  in  a  very  unamiable  light 

Itlr.  SEDDON  rose  to  order.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  was  not  making  a  pez^oDAl 
explanation. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said  only  one  member  shoBld. 
be  on  his  legs  at  the  saiAe  time,  and  he  wonld 
therefore  ask  the  honourable  member  for  Geral* 
dine  to  sit  down.  What  was  the  point  of  order 
to  which  the  honourable  member  for  Kmnara 
rose  ? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that  charges  were  med» 
against  the  present  Government  of  suppressing 
correspondence.  That  was  not  a  personal  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  SPEA;KER  said  he  had  already  called 
the  honourable  member  to  order  for  tending  to 
make  attacks  instead  of  confining  hinH^elf  to  a 
personal  explanation. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  wished  to  say  that  the  honour- 
able  member  for  Geraldine  was  misrepresenting 
what  he  said.  He  said  that  he  (Sir  J.  VogeB 
bad  made  an  accusation  against  him,  and 
had  endeavoured  to  put  his  conduct  in  the 
worst  light  before  the  House ;  whereas  he  had 
endeavoured  to  put  it  in  the  most  favourable 
light. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said  all  he  had  got  to  say 
was  that  Ministers  had  only  stated  part  of  the 
case,  and  not  the  whole,  and  had  put  the  case, 
so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  in  a  very  improper 
light. 

ISIr.  BARRON  wished  to  point  out  that,  oa 
looking  over  this  lease,  he  found  certain  cca>^ 
ditions  in  it  with  which  the  persons  who  leased 
this  mine  had  certainly  not  complied,  and 
must  therefore  have  forfeited  all  rights  of  pui> 
chase  of  this  land.  It  was  quite  evident  that 
the  company  had  been  anxious  to  get  the  Go* 
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yemment  to  give  them  the  right  of  purchase 
oatside  the  terms  of  the  lease,  so  that  they 
might  validate  that  lease,  which  they  had  mi- 
dottbtedly  violated  by  not  complying  witliits 
conditions.  For  instance  the  lease  provided 
that— 

"...  they,  the  said  lessees,  their  suc- 
C88SOIS  or  assigns,  shall  and  will  raise  and  get 
from  the  said  mine,  and  have  ready  for  sale 
and  delivery  daring  the  first  year  from  the  date 
of  these  presents,  at  least  two  thousand  tons 
of  coiisumable  coal,  and  during  the  second  year 
at  least  five  thousand  tons  of  such  coal,  and 
daring  the  third  year  and  each  and  every  sub- 
sequent year  of  the  said  term  of  twenty-one 
veara  at  least  fifteen  thousand  tons  of  such 
ioal." 

There  was  another  provision  in  the  lease — a 
Tery  important  one — which  for  greater  clear- 
ness he  would  venture  to  read : — 

"  And  also  shall  and  will  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  said  term,  according  to  the  best  of 
their  judgment,  skill,  and  discretion,  continue 
uiinterruptedly  (suspension  an4  stoppages  by 
leason  of  any  fault  or  failure  in  the  mines  or 
any  inevitable  accident  only  excepted)  to  work 
aiid  manage  the  said  mines,  and  shall  and  will 
get,  raise,  carry  away,  seU,  and  dispose  of  the 
said  mines,  layers,  seams,  and  strata  of  coal, 
aad  search  for  the  same,  and  dig  and  drive 
such  pits,  shafts,  levels,  and  openings  as  may  be 
deemed  requisite  and  likely  to  tend  to  the  disco- 
Tenng,  winning,  or  getting  the  same,  and  shall* 
cany  on  such  works  in  a  skilful  and  proper 
manner,  and  according  to  known  and  usual 
modes  of  working;  and  shall  and  will  from 
time  to  time  during  the  continuance  of  the 
said  term  keep  the  said  mines  properly  venti- 
lated, and  have  and  construct  therem  all  need- 
ial  iralls,  pillars,  and  other  necessary  supports, 
and  shall  and  will  raise  and  draw  the  slack  and 
rubbish  that  may  be  gotten  in  the  said  mines, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  pre- 
serve thesaid  mines  clean  and  not  exposed  to 
any  damage  by  fire,  and  dispose  of  the  same  in 
BQch  manner  as  shall  be  approved  of  by  the 
lessor:  And,  for  the  purposes  and  also  to  the 
intent  that  the  said  works  shall  be  continued 
and  carried  on  with  full  and  unabated  vigour 
and  effect  during  the  continuance  of  the  said 
term,  that  they,  the  lessees,  their  successors 
and  assigns,  shall  and  will  constantly  employ 
in  and  about  the  said  mines  and  works  a  proper 
number  of  good  and  skilful  colliers,  workmen, 
,  servants,  and  labourers,  and  also  of  horses, 
cattle,  carts,  carriages,  engines,  machinery, 
utensils,  tools,  and  other  articles  requisite  for 
the  canying-on  and  working  of  the  said  mines 
in  such  a  workmanlike  manner  as  shall  tend  to 
the  mutual  benefit,  profit,  and  advantage  of  the 
said  several  parties  hereto,  or  their  respective 
representatives  or  assigns." 

The  lease  showed  very  clearly  that  it  was 
granted  to  the  lessees  only  on  condition  that 
the  mines  should  be  vigorously  carried  on ;  and 
tbere  was  no  doubt  at  all  that,  so  far  from 
Oftirying  on  these  mines,  the  persons  who  ob- 
tained the  lease  from  the  Government  simply 
lay  by  and  waited  until  some  turn  of  events 


might  make  their  property  valuable;  and,  after 
they  had  been  guilty  of  serious  breaches  of  the 
covenants  of  their  lease,  they  came  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  day,  and,  being  able,  appa- 
rently, to  bring  political  pressure  to  bear,  they 
got  the  Government  to  make  a  sale  of  this, 
freehold  altogether  outside  of  the  terms  of  the^ 
contract.  He  submitted  that  this  was  a  per- 
fectly fair  question  to  raise  on  a  motion  for  the  > 
adjournment  of  the  House,  and  he  was  very 
glad  it  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  one  point  appeared  to. 
have  been  missed.  So  far  as  he  could  ascer- 
tain, this  purchase  had  only  been  recently  com- 
pleted— within  the  last  few  weeks — and  the 
first  intimation  the  inhabitants  had  of  it  was. 
by  reading  a  paragraph  i^  the  West  Coast 
Times  of  a  report  of  a  meeting  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Board,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
Westport  Colliery  Company  had  paid  £750,  and 
had  a  license  to  occupy  750  acres  at  Walls- 
end.  So  far,  members  were  not  in  a  position 
to  know  exactly  where  the  land  was  situated ; 
but,  if  he  was  correctly  informed,  it  included 
the  whole  of  the  Township  of  Wallsend  and 
the  land  through  which  the  present  railway 
runs.  No  doubt  the  company  had  purchased 
the  property  on  each  side  of  the  line;  and 
therefore  the  whole  of  a  rising  township — one 
that  was  daily  increasing  in  importance — had 
become  the  private  property  of  this  company,, 
and  the  company  could  now  snap  their  fingers 
at  the  conditions  of  the  lease.  He  felt  cer- 
tain that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Governments 
to  make  further  and  strict  inquiries  into  this 
matter,  because  the  inhabitants  of  the  place 
felt  very  much  aggrieved  indeed,  as  they  had 
never  been  able  to  get  any  satisfaction  from 
this  Westport  Colliery  Company  regarding  the 
titles  to  their  property.  At  one  time  they 
leased  their  properties  from  the  original  lessees 
at  exorbitantly  high  rents,  in  the  hope  that, 
the  company  would  proceed  to  work,  as,  if  the 
company  proceeded  to  work,  the  value  of  the 
properties  they  had  leased  would  from  year  to 
year  increase.  Instead  of  the  workings  going 
on,  however,  they  came  to  a  standstill,  and  the 
persons  who  had  erected .  valuable  buildings 
had  to  allow  them  to  dilapidate  and  decay. 
Some  eighteen  months  ago  work  was  resumed; 
again,  and  for  a  short  time  property  seemed 
to  increase  in  value,  f^nd  population  again  to 
be  attracted  there.  Then  the  works  suddenly 
ceased  again  until  five  or  six  months  ago, 
and  the  next  stop  in  the  proceedings  was  that 
the  whole  of  this  valuable  property  where  the 
buildings  had  been  erected  was  purchased^, 
without,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  any  proper 
arrangement  having  been  come  to  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  persons  living  there,  and  who  had 
built  houses  on  land  they  considered  to  be  waste 
lands  of  the  Crown,  and  over  which  they 
considered  they  would  be  able  to  get  some 
title  from  the  Government.  Now  these  people 
would  have  to  deal  with  the  company,  which 
could  make  very  exorbitant  terms.  The  au- 
thority to  lease  to  the  company  was  only  given^ 
he  believed,  on  the  17th  June :  that  was  when 
the  last  session  of  Parliament. was  being  held;. 
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and  it  was  only  while  this  session  was  being 
held,  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  that  the  com- 
pany had  paid  the  £760.  The  late  Minister  of 
Mines — the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine 
— had  said  that  the  company  had  a  right  to 
buy  so  many  acres  within  the  first  five'  years  of 
their  term:  but  they  had  not  exercised  th^t 
right ;  and  now  they  had  bought  100  acres, 
the  right  to  purchase  which  was  not  to  be 
exercised  until  within  the  last  five  years  of 
their  lease,  and  then  only  upon  the  strict  and 
proper  performance  of  the  covenants. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— How  was  it  given? 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— If  the  honourable  member 
would  look  at  the  last  proviso  of  the  lease  he 
would  find  that.  It  was  to  be  taken  during  the 
last  five  years,  and  the  company's  lease  wo.s  not 
quite  nine  years  old  yet.  He  (Mr.  Guinness) 
thought  it  was  certainly  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  take  some  steps  affecting  this  sale. 
The  Crown  grant  had  not  yet  been  issued,  and 
they  should  prevent  its  being  issued. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
negatived. 

DISTRICT  RAILWAYS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  to  consider 
the  following  resolution :  "  That  the  difficulties 
surrounding  the  railways  constructed  under 
the  District  Railways  Act,  and  the  hardships 
to  which  the  ratepayers  are  subjected  in  con- 
nection therewith,  are  such  that  this  House 
considers  the  Qovemroent  should  seize  a  fa- 
vourable opportunity  to  enter  into  agreements 
to  acquire  the  said  lines  by  lease  and  pur- 
-chase;  such  agreements  to  be  subject  to  the 
ratification  of  Parliament,  and  to  contain  a 
provision  that,  until  Parliament  has  had  an 
•opportunity  of  giving  such  ratification,  all  pro- 
ceedings against  ratepayers  shall  be  stopped." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  Government,  Sir,  has 
brought  this  resolution  down  now  in  a  form 
which  makes  it  quite  unnecessary  that  there 
should  be  any  prolonged  discussion  upon  it. 
The  matter  has  assumed  a  shape  which  ren- 
ders it  utterly  impossible  to  say  that  there 
is  any  infraction  of  the  privileges  of  the  other 
House,  or  anything  further  before  us  than 
to  deal  with  a  question  which  requires  to  be 
dealt  with.  Honourable  members  are  aware 
that  this  question  has  been  placed  before  the 
House  on  several  occasions  as  one  that  de- 
manded to  be  dealt  with  during  the  present 
session,  and  a  Bill  was  introduced  and  carried 
through  this  House  dealing  with  it  in  a  certain 
manner.  The  reason  why  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  proposed  to  deal  with  the  question  was 
placed  in  a  Bill  was  that  it  was  necessary, 
under  the  terms  proposed,  that  certain  securi- 
ties should  be  created.  That  Bill  did  not  meet 
acceptance  in  the  other  House,  and,  on  the 
ground  stated  that  it  was  not  open  to  amend- 
ment—  although  I  take  leave  to  doubt  that 
position  —  it  was  thrown  out  without  any 
attempt  being  made  to  amend  it.  It  became 
■evident  then  to  the  Government  that  some- 
thing must  be  done  with  regard  to  a  question 
which  demanded  to  be  dealt  with  during  the 
present  session  in  some  way  or  another.  As 
Mr,  Quinnesa 


1  have  said,  the  resolution  now  before  the 
House  is  free  from  any  objection  of  a  coiuti. 
tutional  character.  I  have  therefore  only  to 
show  to  the  House  the  necessity  for  detJing 
with  the  question.  This  is  not  a  qnestioo 
which  has  been  created  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment. It  is  a  question  connected  with 
a  difficulty  which  we  have  inherited  from 
those  who  t^ame  before  us ;  and,  in  fact,  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  frankly  ad- 
mitted, when  the  Bill  was  introduced,  that  it 
was  a  question  which  required  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  he  voted  for  the  second  reading.  It  is  tnie 
that  some  of  his  colleagues  did  not  feel  them- 
selves bound  by  the  same  obligaticm,  and  op- 
posed the  Bill  very  actively ;  but,  I  take  it,  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  gained  a  great 
deal  in  the  esteem  of  the  House  by  the  frank 
and  di^fied  manner  in  which  he  acted.  Thrt 
this  question  requires  to  be  dealt  with  there 
can  be  very  little  doubt.  But,  before  proceed- 
ing to  that  part  of  the  question,  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  upon  what  has  been  men- 
tioned with  regard  to  myself  by  some  honon^ 
able  members  who  are  rather  more '  apt  to 
charge  things  upon  others  than  to  answer 
charges  made  against  themselves.  As  regank 
my  connection  with  the  Bill,  so  far  as  my 
recollection  goes  the  first  I  heard  of  it  was 
when  the  honourable  member  ior  Hokonni 
called  upon  me,  at  the  request  of  the  Premier, 
he  having,  on  behalf  of  his  constituents,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  Premier,  who,  seeing 
that  it  was  a  question  of  finance,  asked  him  to 
call  upon  me.  Subsequently  that  honourable 
gentleman,  and  other  honourable  gentlemen 
representing  district  railways  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  did  me  the  honour  to  call  npon 
mc  on  the  same  subject ;  and,  later  still,  a  depu- 
tation came  from  Auckland  with  reference  to 
the  Rotorua  Railway.  It  was  utterly  impw- 
sible  for  me  to  say  that  I  could  not  deal  with 
the  question  because  I  had  an  interest  in  it 
When  the  question  was  raised  in  this  House 
some  years  ago  as  to  the  right  of  honourable 
members  to  vote  upon  subjects  in  which  they 
had  a  direct  interest,  the  then  Speeiker,  ^ 
Dillon  Bell,  ruled  that,  if  a  question  was 
before  the  House  in  which  an  honourable 
member  was  directly  and  exclusively  inter- 
ested, he  could  not  vote  upon  it;  but  if  it  was 
a  question  in  which,  amongst  various  sub- 
jects, an  honourable  member  was  interested 
in  one  or  two,  he  was  entitled  to  vote  upon 
the  whole  measure;  and,  upon  that  prin- 
ciple, pastoral  tenants  of  the  Crown  have  voted 
on  Land  Bills  in  which  they  are  largely  in- 
terested. With  regard  to  this  measure,  when 
I  first  moved  it  I  frankly  told  how  I  was  in- 
terested in  it.  I  am  a  shareholder  in  the  New 
Zealand  Agricultural  Company,  and  that  com- 
pany is  one  of  the  landowners  who  will  be 
largely  rated  in  respect  to  one  of  the  railways. 
Therefore,  as  a  shareholder  in  that  company, 
I  have  an  interest,  such  as  any  ordlnaiy 
ratepayer  would  have.  I  have  no  interest 
whatever  in  any  of  the  railway  companies. 
That  is  my  position  in  regard  to  the  matteft 
and  I  wish  the  House  to  understand  it.    fil 
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legsad  to  the  necessity  for  dealing  with  this 
matter,  this  is  how  it  stands :  Year  after  year 
the  Govenunent  of  the  day  has  had  to  deal 
with  the  matter,  and  to  bring,  in  various 
measures,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  make 
more  easy  the  position  of  the  shareholders  in 
the  companies,  and  to  give  them  a  greater 
hold  upon  the  ratepayers.  Last  year  a  mea- 
sore  was  introduced  which  was  rAUly  in  the 
nature  of  a  personal  and  private  Bill,  in  re- 
spect to  which  neither  the  companies  nor  the 
nUepayers  had  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard,  and  it  inilicted  upon  them  unprece- 
dented changes.  That  was  passed  at  the  end 
of  hfcst  session,  much  to  the  surprise  of  many 
honourable  members  who  were  not  here  to 
attend  to  it.  Since  then  proceedings  have  been 
taken  against  the  ratepayers,,  and  actions  are 
now  pending.  That  is  one  aspect  of  the 
qaestion.  Another  aspect  is  that  the  Trust 
Funds  hold  a  considerable  amount  of  securities 
under  this  District  Railways  Act,  and  all  lean 
say  is,  as  these  funds  are  in  my  charge,  that  I 
cannot  consider  it  possible  to  leave  the  question 
afi  it  now  stands.  With  regard  to  one  of  the 
lulways  the  Trust  Funds  hold  £75,000,  of  which 
£40,000  is  guaranteed  by  the  Treasury.  The 
interest  on  that'  £40,000  not  being  paid,  tlie 
Treasury  had  to  meet  its  guarantee.  It  s^E^nds, 
therefore,  that  the  colony  has  now  to  pay 
oterdue  interest  to  the  Insurance  Department 
on  the  guarajiteed  portion  of  the  debentures.' 
That  is  not  a  position  which,  as  Treasurer,  or 
as  a  responsible  person  in  charge  of  the  Insur- 
aace  Fund,  I  can  deem  satisfactory.  Then, 
as  regards  the  £85,000  held  by  the  Insurance 
Fund,  the  interest  upon  that  is  overdue,  and, 
ac  there  was  no  guarantee  by  the  Treasury,  it 
is  a  debt  against  the  company.  With  regard 
to  £20,000  of  another  railway  company,  the 
interest  has  not  been  paid  for  a  period  of  some- 
thing like  three  years.  That  cannot  be  hold  to 
be  satisfactory.  But  that  position  gives  us  an 
opportunity  of  getting  this  railway  at  a  lower 
price  than  we  otherwise  should.  Now,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  have 
been  better  for  us  to  have  come  down  with  a 
resolution  like  that  we  have  now  proposed,  in- 
stead of  the  Bill  we  introduced.  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  we  can  get  the  railways 
for  less  under  this  resolution  than  under  the 
Bill.  The  Bill  provided  for  a  costly  system  of 
taking  the  value  by  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  and  our 
friends,  who  are  so  numerous  here,  and  indeed 
throughout  the  country  —  the  lawvers— would 
have  very  largely  benefited  by  .the  measure 
had  it  been  passed,  as  the  proceedings  would 
have  been  of  a  protracted  nature.  If  this  re- 
solution is  passed  it  will  be  then  open  to  the 
Government  to  make  bargains  with  the  com- 
panies on  more  favourablo  terms  than  were 
proposed  by  the  Bill.  This  resolution  is  out 
of  the  category  of  any  measure  or  any  rosolu- 
lation  which  wo  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  in- 
troduce into  the  House  again,  and,  when  it  is 
passed,  the  Government  will*  understand  that 
they  are  to  endeavour  to  uiake  a  good  bargain 
for  the  colony,  and  the  best  bargain  they  can 
make  for  the  colony,  in  respect  of  these  rail- 


ways. All  the  information  required  is  at  the 
command  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 
As  far  as  ascertaining  what  these  works  should 
have  cost  at  the  time  they  were  constructed, 
we  can  look  at  the  contracts  that  were  let  at. 
the  same  time,  which  will  give  us  that  in- 
formation. We  can  obtain  mformation  as  to 
the  price  of  plant  at  that  time  and  the  price  at. 
the  present  time.  All  the  information  with 
regard  to  what  should  be  the  cost  at  that  time,, 
and  with  regard  to  the  value  at  present,  can 
easily  be  ascertained  by  the  Public  Works 
Department ;  and  it  will  be  open  for '  us  to 
make  a  better  bargain  for  the  colony  than  we 
might  have  done  even  under  the  District  Hail- 
ways  Bill.  Therefore  I  do  not  regret  the  events, 
that  have  brought  us  to  this  resolution.  If 
this  resolution  is  carried,  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Government  will  be  able  to  lay  before 
the  House,  for  its  ■  acceptance  next  session, 
agreements  which  will  be  highly  favourable 
to  the  colony.  Now,  as  regards  these  rail- 
ways themselves,  there  is  not  one  of  them 
which  it  would  not  be  worth  the  while  of  the 
colony  to  acquire.  As  I  have  repeatedly  pointed 
out,  we  shall  be  obtaining  them  on  terms  which 
will  be  a  precedent  of  a  very  valuable  nature 
for  constructing  hundreds  of  miles  of  branch 
lines  in  the  future — upon  the  terms  that  the. 
ratepayers  and  the  Government  shall  jointly 
bear  the  risk  of  the  cost  qf  the  railways.  These 
terms  we  still  consider  to  be  binding  upon  us. 
We  shall  ask  the  House  next  session,  if  the 
agreements  are  ratified,  to  provide  that  the 
ratepayers  shall  share  with  the  Government, 
the  risk  up  to  4  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  the 
railways.  We  shall  be  settling  the  matter  as 
far  as  concerns  the  Trust  Funds,  and  as  far  as 
respects  the  ratepayers,  and  we  shall  be  obtain- 
ing for  the  colony  railways  under  favourable 
conditions.  As  I  have  said,  the  res^nsibility 
of  making  favourable  agreements  is  thrown 
upon  the  Government.  If  we  fail  in  doing  so, 
the  House  may,  of  course,  ratify  the  agree- 
ments or  it  may  not.  The  Government  will 
have  to  consider  the  burning  question  as  to  the 
present  condition  of  these  railways,  to  make 
the  most  favourable  terms  they  can,  and  to- 
bring  them  down  in  the  form  of  agreements 
next  session,  which  agreements  will  be  open 
to  the  ratification  of  Parliament — that  is,  of 
both  Houses  of  the  Legislature.  If  we  were 
merely  to  enter  into  negotiations,  and  they  were 
not  put  into  a  concrete  form,  thore  would  not- 
be  the  same  opportunity  of  getting  favourablo 
terms  thaA  we  shall  have  under  this  resolution. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  not  only 
the  pressure  that  the  Government  will  bring  to 
bear  upon  the  companies  which  will  operate  in 
favour  of  the  colony  obtaining  these  railways, 
cheaply  under  this  resolution;  but  the  com- 
panies themselves  will  have  it  in  their  own 
mind,  and  will  say,  '*  It  is  for  our  interest- 
to  agree  to  favourable  terms  with  the  Go- 
vernment, because  it  is  more  likely,  if  we  do- 
so,  that  the  Legislature  and  Parliament  will 
ratify  the  agreements  when  they  come  be- 
fore them."  By  passing  this  resolution  as  it- 
now  stands,  you  are  placing  maohineiy  in  the 
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hands  of  the  Govenunent  to  obtain  the  rail- 
ways cheaply,  and  you  are  placing  inducements 
in  the  way  of  the  owners  of  these  railways  to 
make  terms  with  the  Government  such  as  this 
House  would  be  likely  to  accept.  I  feel  it  to 
be  unnecessary  to  detain  the  Committee  any 
longer  upon  the  subject.  I  am  aware  that 
there  are  some  honourable  members  who  loolc 
upon  this  question  with  a  iaimdiced  eye — who 
think  that  there  is  political  capital  to  be  made 
out  of  it.  Perhaps  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
we  have  put  them  to  the  trouble  of  preparing 
speeches,  and  making  lengthy  examinations 
amongst  the  books,  because,  as  the  matter 
now  comes  before  them,  it  is  entirely  deprived 
of  any  aspects  which  could  form  an  excuse 
even  for  allowing  them  to  enter  upon  such 
subjects  of  discussion  on  the  present  occasion. 
Although  I  may  regret  that  they  have  been 
unnecessarily  put  to  this  trouble,  I  would  re- 
mind them  that  it  is  one  of  the  incidents  com- 
mon to  parliamentary  life,  and  that  they  must 
not  allow  their  disappointment  to  carry  them 
the  length  of  forgetting  what  the  resolution  is 
now,  and  so  trying  to  discuss  it  differently. 
Now  that  the  constitutional  question  is  entirely 
eliminated  from  the  original  question,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know  how  any  better  plan  can  be  pro- 
posed for  dealing  with  the  subject,  than  the 
one  which  is  comprised  in  this  resolution.  I 
shall  be  very  happy  to  make  any  further  ex- 
planations later  on,  if  they  are  required. 

Major  ATKINSON. — I  am  ver>'  glad  indeed 
that  the  question  is  narrowed  down  from  the 
real  constitutional  question,  as  -submitted  the 
other  day,  to  the  one  for  consideration  now, 

•  as  to  how  we  are  to  deal  with  the  subject  so  as 
to  relieve  the  ratepayers  and  shareholders  of 
the  district  railwajft.  It  is  well  known.  Sir, 
that  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  always  held 
that  sooner  or  later  it  would  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  colony  to  take  over  these 
district  lines  of  railway — that  it  would  not  only 
be  necessary  but  advantageous  to  do  so.  Al- 
though I  did  not  like  the  Bill  at  all  to  pass 
through  the  House  in  the  form  proposed,  I 
voted  for  it  from  principle.  I  was  not  prepared 
to  resist  the  details  when  I  found  that  there 
was  a  strong  majority  in  the  Houi^e  to  carry  it 
in  what  I  thought  was  an  unfortunate  shape. 
But  that  is  all  past.  We  have  now  come  to 
this  question,  as  to  how  this  matter  can  be 
dealt  with  in  such  a  way  as  I  believe  the 
majority  of  this  House  really  desire.  I  take 
it,  what  they  want  is  this :  They  want  to  have 
before  them,  in  as  simple  a  form  as  possible, 
what  is  the  value  of  the  railways ;  what  the 

•  companies  are  prepared  to  take  for  them  ;  and 
what    are    their    general    financial,  positions. 

'That  is  what  they  want,  to  know.  I  believe 
that,  when  that  knowledge  is  before  us,  the 
House  will  be   prepared  to  buy  at  a  reason- 

^able  rate  each  and  all  of  these  lines.  I  know 
that  there  are  honourable  gentlemen  in  the 
House  who  think  we  should  not  touch  any  of 
them — that  we  should  not  take  any  of  them 
— that  we  should  not  render  relief  to  either  the 
ratepayers  or  the  shareholders — that  it  would 

•be  a  dangerous  precedent,  as  they  went  into 
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this  matter  with  their  eyes  open ;  bat  I  bold 
very  distinctly  that  this  tiouse  is  bound,  by 
the  legislation  which  we  sanctioned,  to  place 
both  the  ratepayers  and  the  shareholders  in 
the  position  to  carry  out  what  undoubtedly 
was  the  intention  of  those  Acts :  that  is  to 
say,  I  hold  that  we  are  responsible  to  the 
extent  of  bad  legislation.  I  am  not  going  to 
follow  the*  Treasurer  into  the  question  of  bad 
securities,  or  any  question  of  that  sort.  I  am 
sorry  that  he  has  raised  it.  He  has  raised  it 
on  several  occasions,  and  I  am  almost  tempted 
to  go  into  the  question ;  but  I  am  not  now  going 
to  ai^e  it,  because  I  do  not  want  to  get  into  a 
debate  upon,  as  it  were,  a  side-issue.  I  ask 
the  Conmiittee  not  to  believe  for  a  moment 
that  there  is  any  reason  whatever  to  buy  theeo 
railways  on  the  ground  that  the  colony  has  not 
ample  security  for  any  advances  that  it  has 
made.  It  could  take  possession  to-morrow, 
and  secure  itself  a  large  margin  over  any  ad- 
vances made ;  so  that  the  Treasurer  materially 
weakened  his  argument  when  he  asked  the 
House  to  take  them  over  on  those  gronnds. 
Tlierc  are  other  and  better  grounds  for  domg 
so.  Now,  as  we  are  agreed — and  it  seems  to 
me  I  am  speaking  the  views  of  the  majori^  of 
the  House — as  we  are  agreed  that  all  that  is  to 
be  done  is  to  ascertain  the  value  of  these  rail- 
ways and  report  to  this  House  next  session, 
I  say  it  is  only  a  question  of  words  in  the 
agreements.  The  words  of  this  resolution  do 
not  seem  to  me  to  convey  quite  as  clearly 
as  I  should  like  the  ideas  that  the  TreaBorer 
has  expressed.  I  understood  him  to  say  that 
he  does  not  desire  the  colony  to  be  bonnd  in 
any  way  by  the  agreements  which  the  Govern- 
ment arc  going  to  make  during  the  recess; 
that  he  has  given  up  all  idea  of  that.  What 
he  wants  is  to  be  in  a  position  to  make  agree- 
ments with  the  companies,  for  the  purpose  of 
this  Parliament  ratifying  them,  if  they  should 
think  right  to  do  so  during  next  session.  Now, 
if  that  is  so,  I  hope  the  Treasurer  will  agree  to 
an  amendment  of  a  few  words,  with  the  view 
of  making  the  resolution  fully  express  the 
views,  as  I  understsmd  them,  which  he  has 
placed  before  the  Committee.  The  amend- 
ment I  propose  is.  To  strike"  out  the  word* 
'*  to  be  subject  to  the,"  with  the  view  of  insert' 
ing  these  words  :  "  or  any  of  them,  to  be  pro- 
visional .only,  and  to  have  no  force  or  effect 
except  by  the  ratification  of  Parliament." 
Now,  I  hope  the  Government  will  see  theii 
way  to  accept  this  amendment,  as  it  will  onl) 
carry  out  what  I  understand  to  be  their  own 
ideas,  as  expressed  by  the  Treasurer ;  and  thei 
a  very  difficult  matter  will  be  in  a  fair  way  ol 
being  settled. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  honourable  member  foJ 
Egmont  has  spoken  so  fairly,  and  has  show* 
such  a  disposition  to  meet  us,  that  I  have  sc 
doubt  that,  were  he  and  I  in  a  room  togcthei 
for  a  few  minutes,  we  could  easily  agree  as  b 
the  precise  form  which  the  resolution  shouU 
take.  But  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  hid 
that,  whilst  he  is  correct  in  saying  that  we  d( 
not  profess  to  be  able  to  bind  Parliament,  hi 
went  much  further  in  supposing  that  the  Go- 
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Temment  would  not  itself  be  taking  a  consider- 
able amount  of  responsibility.      It  seems  to 
me  that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  agrees,  as 
he  does,  that  we  should  endeavour  to  stop  pro- 
ceedings against  the  ratepayers  —  that  is,  he 
a^es  with  the  last  part  of  the  resolution — he 
should  admit  that  we  must  give  the  companies 
some  substantial  ^reason  for  supposing  that  the 
4kgreem6ntB   we    are  making  will   be  carried 
oat.    NoUiing  is  more  clear  than  this:   that 
Parliament  is  not  inherently  bound  by  con- 
tracts made  by  the  'Government.    The  Govern- 
ment may  make  contracts,  but,  if  the  cohtract 
made  is  on  the  face  of  it  one  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  country,  Parliament  is  not  bound 
^y  it.    This  principle  has  been  laid  down  very 
explicitly  by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  a  very  memor- 
able and  celebrated  case,  in  which  the  money 
agreed  to  be  paid  was  absolutely  placed  upon 
the  estimates  by  the  Government,  who  then 
advised  the  House  not  to  vote  the  money,  and 
declared  that  the  House  ought  not  to  carry 
cot  the  contract  which  had  been  made   by 
ihe  Government.    Therefore,  of  necessity,  any 
agreement  made  bv  the  Goverzmient  must  be 
i^ect  to  the  ratification  of  Parliament ;  but, 
on  ihe  other  hand,  a  Government  that  takes 
(be  responsibility  of  entering  into  an  agree- 
ment of  this  kind  may  place  its  own  position 
and  character  at  stake,  and  accept  the  respon- 
sibility of  carrying  out  such  agreement.     If 
we  cajry  out  the  resolution  as  it  stands,  we 
.shall  not  be  able  to  bind  the  House,  but  we 
shall  take  ux)on  ourselves  a  large  amount  of 
Hinii^terial    responsibility.      The    honourable 
gentleman,  however,  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
last  few   words  —  **  such    agreements   to    be 
subject    to     the    ratification    of    Parliament, 
and  to  contain  a  provision  that,  until  Parlia- 
ment has  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  such 
taiification,  all  proceedings  against  ratepayers 
shall  be  stopped" — but  wants  to  still  further 
weaken  the  resolution  by  saying,  **■  such  agree- 
ments, or  any  of  them  " — we  will  accept  those 
iew  words,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  likes — 
*'  to  be  provisional  only,  and  to  have  no  force 
or  eifect,  except  by  the  ratification  of  Parlia- 
ment."   I  do  not  think  we  can  put  in  those 
words,  for,  if  we  did,  I  do  not  see  how  we 
could  expect  the  companies  to  enter  into  agree- 
ments.    I   think  the  honourable    gentleman 
shonld  be  satisfied  with  the  assurance  that  the 
Government  will  take  care  to  make  agreements 
which  the  House  will  be  likely  to  approve ;  and, 
if  we  are  willing  to  take  the  responsibility,  I 
do  not  see  that  there  should  be  any  objection. 
The  resolution  standing  in  our  name  amounts 
really  to  this:    that,  whilst  the  Government 
undertake  the  responsibility  of  making  these 
Agreements,  they  leave  it  to  the  House  either 
to  ratify  or  not,  as  they  like.    The  Government 
take  such  an  amount  of  responsibility  upon 
themselves  as  will  be  an  assurance  to  the  share- 
holders of  the  companies  that  it  is  worth  while 
entering  into  explanations  of  what  arrange- 
ments they  are  willing  to  make ;  and  therefore 
I  object  to  the  words  which  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont   proposes  to  add  —  "to 
'be  provisional  only,  and  to  have  no  force  or 


e£Fect  except  by  the  ratification  of  Parliament.'* 
The  words,  *'such  agreements  to  be  subject  to 
the  ratification  of  Parliament,"  carmot  by  any 
possibility  be  said  to  take  it  out  of  the  reach  of 
Parliament  to  effectively  deal  with  these  agree- 
ments ;  and  if  we  are  to  induce  the  companies 
to  make  these  agreements,  and  to  stay,  tem- 
porarily or  otherwise,  proceedings  against  the 
ratepayers,  the  Government  must  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  exercise  a  certain  amount  of  personal 
responsibility,  apart  from  any  power  of  binding 
the  House.  Then,  there  is  also  the  question 
which  the  honourable  member  himself  pointed 
out  earlier  in  the  session  in  regard  to  one  of  the 
railways,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  Insurance  Fund  would 
be  willing  to  relinquish  the  forty  thousand 
pounds*  worth  of  securities  that  are  guaranteed 
by  the  Treasury.  The  honourable  gentleman 
himself  has  pointed  out,  and  a  Committee  of 
the  Upper  House  has  pointed  out,  the  ex- 
ceptional value  of  these  debentures.  The  re- 
linquishment of  these  debentures  must  be  a 
matter  for  the  company  to  deal  with  —  the 
Government  will  not  deal  with  that  at  all; 
and  therefore,  when  we  come  to  fix  the  price 
of  that  railway,  there  will  have  to  be  somo 
provision  for  the  redemption  of  these  deben- 
tures. As  the  honourable  gentleman  has  said, 
they  will  have  to  be  redeemed;  but,  in  the 
meantime,  they  have  been  guaranteed,  and 
the  Insurance  Department  holds  them  with 
the  advantage  of  that  guarantee.  The  position 
the  Government  wish  to  be  in  is  this :  to  put 
before  the  House  contracts  in  a  complete  form 
even  to  details.  This  afternoon  I  have  laid  on 
the  table  the  draft  of  a  contract  for  the  carriage 
of  mails,  in  such  a  shape  that  the  House  may 
easily  say  "  Yes  "  or  '*  No."  There  is  everything 
in  the  contract  from  first  to  last.  Penalties  are 
provided  for ;  ships,  officers,  and  in  fact  every 
point  is  dealt  with ;  and  the  House  can  easily 
say  whether  it  will  ^ratify  the  contract  or  not. 
If  the  House  disapprove,  the  contract  ceases 
to  have  any  force  whatever ;  but  there  it  is  in 
its  complete  form  before  the  House,  and  the 
House  can  say  •*  Yes  "  or  "  No."  Now,  that  is 
precisely  the  manner  in  which  we  should  liko 
to  deal  with  contracts  for  taking  over  these 
railways.  We  wish  to  have  power  to  make 
contracts,  and  then  leave  them  for  discussion, 
and  ratification  or  the  reverse,  by  Parliament. 
Our  aim  is  to  make  everything  as  explicit  as 
possible,  leaving  the  decision  an  open  question. 
I  admit  that  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont was  most  reasonable  in  his  remarks,  and 
I  think  I  have  made  my  remarks  in  a  reason- 
able and  moderate  spifit. 

Major  ATKINSON.— There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  is  very  reasonable 
and  moderate  in  his  remarks ;  but  I  should 
have  been  glad  if  he  had  been  less  reasonable 
in  his  remarks,  if  he  had  only  accepted  the 
amendment  which  I  proposed.  The  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us  that  what  he  wants  is  to 
have  power  to  deal  with  this  matter  in  exactly 
the  same  manner  as  he  has  dealt  with  this 
postal  business.  If  that  is  so,  all  that  he  has 
to  do  is  to  move  that  the  Chairman  do  leave 
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the  chair,  and  not  ask  us  to  pass  any  resolution 
at  all.  I  believe  the  House 'would  be  quite 
willing  to  do  that,  and  to  leave  the  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  postal  matter.  Parliament  would 
then  be  absolutely  free  to  ratify  the  contract 
or  not,  as  it  thought  fit.  What  I  fear  is  tliat, 
by  passing  the  resolution  in  the  form  in  which 
it  stands,  we  may  be  committing  ourselves  to 
any  agreements  which  the  Government  make ; 
but,  if  we  pass  no  resolution,  then  we  shall  be 
'  free  from  all  responsibility  of  the  kind.  I  am 
quite  willing-  to  leave  full  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  Government  without  any  instructions 
whatever,  and,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
sees  his  way,  I  shall  be  glad  to  let  the  resolution 
be  withdrawn,  and  leave  the  Government  to 
deal  with  the  matter  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  STOUT.— If  the  honourable  gentlefaian 
wishes  to  do  that,  let  him  move  that  the  whole 
matter  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 

Major  ATKINSON. — There  was  no  resolution 
about  the  postal  contract. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  distinction  is  perfect  and 
marked.  In  reference  to  the  postal  contract 
the  usual  course  has  been  followed,  and  we  had 
authority  under  the  Post  Office  Act.  But  we 
are  in  this  position  in  dealing  with  this  matter : 
The  Bill  that  was  introduced  relative  to  the 
subject  has  been  rejected,  and,  unless  we  had 
some  resolution  of  the  House  authorizing  us  to 
enter  into  negotiations  for  an  agreement,  we 
should  be  laying  ourselves  open  to  a  charge  of 
having  been  guilty  of  unconstitutional  conduct. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  will  move  a  reso- 
lution something  to  this  effect:  that  the  Go- 
vernment may  make  such  agreements  as  they 
may  consider  desirable  for  submission  to  Parlia- 
ment next  session,  we  shall  be  ready  to  ac- 
capt  it,  because  that  would  give  us  authority 
to  do  something.  At  present  we  have  no 
authority,  and  there  is  no  analogy  between 
this  case  and  the  postal  contract. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  shall  be  happy  to  do 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  wishes.  I  have 
a  resolution  which  will  no  doubt  meet  his  views 
entirely.  Certainly  it  meets  mine.  It  will  be 
in  substitution  for  the  present  resolution,  and 
runs  as  follows :  That  the  difficulties  surround- 
ing the  operation  of  the  District  Railways  Act, 
and  the  evils  to  the  shareholders  and  rate- 
payers, are  such  that  it  is  expedient  that  the 
Government  should  invite  proposals  from  the 
several  companies  during  the  recess,  and  that 
those  proposals,  together  with  full  reports  on 
the  financial  position  and  prospects  and  the 
commercial  value  of  each  line,  be  laid  before 
Parliament  at  next  session,  with  a  view  to  the 
purchase  of  the  district  railways  by  the  colony.'* 
That  will  give  the  Government  the  full  power 
it  wants. 

Mr.  STOUT.— That  would  be  nothing  at  all. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  wish  to  meet  the 
honourable  gentleman,  if  I  can.  I  do  not 
want  Parliament  to  be  told  next  session  that 
they  gave  the  (iovcmment  such  authority  this 
session  that  they  are  honourably  bound  to 
carry  out  the  agreement  'made.  I  am  willing 
to  do  anything  that  will  leave  the  Government 
Major  Atkinson 


free,  and  this  House  free,  to  deal  with  tlie 
matter ;  but  I  do  not  want  to  pass  any  reso- 
lutions which  will  be  thrown  in  our  faces,  as  it 
were,  next  session — that  we  permitted  the  Go- 
vernment to  make  this  agreement,  that  wezaay 
punish  the  Government  by  turning  them  out, 
but  that  we  are  honourably  bound  to  give  eSeci 
to  the  agreement. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL.- Inhere  does  not  appear  to  be 
very  much  between  us.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man refers  to  the  postal  estimates,  and  says, 
"  Why  not  deal  with  this  in  the  same  manner? 
Allow  the  Government  to  take  the  responsi* 
bility,  and  come  before  the  House  for  ratifica- 
tion." I  would  respond  that  we  are  qnite  will- 
ing to  do  this  if  the  House  will  give  us  leave. 
That  is  to  say,  there  are  many  ways  of  dealing 
with  the  district  railways:  we  might  lease 
them  or  buy  them.  It  is  clear  that,  if  the 
House  says  to  us,  "  Deal  with  this  question  on 
your  own  responsibility  in  the  direction  of  buy- 
ing the  lines,  but  we  are  bound  by  nothing  yoa 
do  without  ratifying  it,"  that  is  quite  practical. 
We  want  to  have  leave.  I  should  be  quite  will- 
ing, if  this  meets  the  honourable  gentleman's 
views,  to  accept  this  as  an  amendment :  "  That 
the  Committee  agree  with  the  Govemmeixt 
dealing  with  the  district  railways  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  think  best,  so  long  as  the  actioa 
they  take  is  subject  to  the  ratification  of  Par- 
liament." 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  wish  to  move  an  amead- 
ment  to  this  effect :  After  the  word  "  That,"  to 
insert,  "during  the  recess  Inquiries  be  made 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  information  in 
reference  to  the  present  state  and  financial 
prospects  and  value  of  such  railways,  in  ordec 
that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  Parliament 
immediately  after  the  commencement  of  next 
session." 

Mr.  STOUT.— We  are  willing  to  accept  a 
resolution  of  this  character :  **  That  the  Go- 
vernment be  requested  to  come  to  the  best 
arrangements  they  can  with  the  district  rail- 
way companies  with  a  view  to  the  acquisitiaa 
of  the  lines  by  the  colony,  such  arrangements 
to  be  subject  to  the  ratification  of  Parlia- 
ment." 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— WTiat  I  object  to  in 
the  last  amendment  is  the  word  "  ratification." 
That  seems  to  mean  that  all  the  House  would 
have  to  do  next  session  would  be  to  say  **  Aye " 
or  "No  "  in  regard  to  the  agreement.  I  should 
like  to  have  the  word  "  review  "  substituted. 

The  amendments  moved  by  Major  Atkinson 
and  Sir  J.  Yogel  were,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— It  is  really  the  word  "  agree- 
ment "  that  we  are  afraid  of,  and  we  wink 
the  word  "  arraxigement "  means  precisely  the 
same  thing.  This  may  be  held  to  be  binding 
upon  next  Parliament  to  confirm  in  some  way. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  argument  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  was  to  that  effect,  or  else 
he  would  not  have  argued  against  the  intro- 
duction of  the  words  declaring  that  the  agree- 
ment should  not. have  any  effect  until  after 
ratification.'  Now,  that  is  really  the  question : 
whether  an  agreement  is  to  be  entered  into 
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which  is  to  have  an  effect  upon  next  session  of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  STOUT.— How  ? 

Mr.  BRYCE.— WeU.  I  say  that  is  what  we 
«re  afr^d  of — that  the  agreement  will  have 
VL  effect ;  and  the  objection  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  the  introduction  of  words  guard- 
ing against  the  effect  seems  to  show  that  he 
himself  thought  the  agreement  might  be  made, 
imder  the  resolution,  to  have  an  effect  upon 
Parliament  next  session.  If  we  are  all  of 
opinion  that  the  agreement  or  arrangement  is 
sot  to  have  any  binding  effect  at  all  upon  the 
HoQse  next  session,  then  I  think  that  we  might 
manage  to  express  that  in  words ;  but  I  under- 
stood the  Treasurer  to  object  to  the  expression. 
Therefore  I  think  that  in  his  mind  there  must 
have  been  a  belief  that  the  agreement  would 
have,  in  some  way,  an  effect  upon  the  next 
House.  I  was  rather  surprised  that  he  ob- 
jected to  those  words.  At  any  rate,  if  it  can  be 
made  clear  that  any  dealings  with  those  rail- 
nay  companies  are  to  have  no  effect  upon  the 
House  next  session,  and  that  we  shall  be  per- 
iKtlyfree  to  consider  the  question,  and  shall 
BDt  be  boimd  in  honour  or  otherwise  to  adopt 
them,  I  shall  have  no  objection. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
did  not  exactly  understand  me,  and  I  would 
like  to  make  the  matter  clear.  It  is  within 
the  power  of  the  Government  to  make  any 
aoangement  it  likes  during  the  recess;  and, 
if  it  makes  an  arrangement  which  it  has  no 
ijgfat  to  make,  which  is  outside  the  law,  and 
xeqnires  to  be  legalized,  if  Parliament  does 
Bot  choose  to  legalize  it  the  arrangement  is 
vute  paper.  There  are  circumstances  when 
ibe  Government  take  the  responsibility,  saying, 
""We  will  make  an  agreement  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  House,  and  we  will  recom- 
mend its  approval."  They  sometimes  take 
the  more  serious  step  of  saying,  "We  will 
lot  only  recommend  approval  to  Parliament, 
lot  we  will  stake  our  official  position  upon 
^  consequences."  Take,  for  instance,  the 
«i6e  of  the  resolutions  which  were  carried  at 
the  Sydney  Convention.  I  am  not  aware 
oactly  how  they  stood  in  the  mind  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  but  I  imder- 
Itand  that  he  considered  himself  pledged  to 
the  Australian  Governments  merely  to  recom- 
Vend  those  resolutions  to  Parliament ;  or  he 
imght  have  considered  himself  boimd  not  only 
to  recoumiend  them,  but  to  support  them, 
|Dd,  if  the  reconmiendation  was  not  accepted 
^  the  Legislature,  to  i:etire  from  office.  I 
vill  take  a  case  that  is  more  simple — that  is, 
iie  causes  that  led  to  the  retirement  of  the 
lite  Government  in  Queensland.  They  made 
in  agreement  with  a  London  syndicate  for  the 
flonstruction  of  an  immense  extent  of  railway 
hy  land  grant.  They  staked  their  position  on 
it,  and,  when  the  House  carried  the  second 
IcacUng  by  only  one  vote,  they  recommended 
a  dissolution;  and  a  dissolution  took  place, 
iiter  tlie  dissolution  they,  being  in  a  minority, 
l^ed.  They,  in  fact,  made  a  Government 
fpestion  of  this  contract.  It  was  absolutely 
4gU6d  and  sealed,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
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Parliament.  The  new  Parliament  did  not  ap» 
prove ;  but  the  contrary.  Therefore,  when 
honourable  members  put  in  words  which  not 
only,  as  I  may  say«  safeguard  the  House,  but 
also  imply  that  the  Government  may  not 
exercise  governmental  responsibility,  then  we 
object,  on  the  ground  that  you  are  not  arm- 
ing us  with  the  power  of  getting  these  ac- 
tions suspended,  or  of  making  good  terms  for 
you.  Leave  to  us  the  usual  recourses  and 
discretions  of  Government,  and  we  are  quite 
satisfied.  We  are  by  the  resolution  saying 
that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  House  to  acquire 
these  railways,  but  that  we  are  not  to  bind 
the  House  without  its  approval  of  the  arrange- 
ment we  make;  and  it  is  left  entirely  to  our 
own  discretion  how  far  we  shall  personally  bind 
ourselves  in  the  way  of  recommending  this 
agreement.  The  amendment,  as  it  was  pro- 
posed by  the  honom*able  member  for  Egmont,. 
we  did  not  consider  armed  us  with  sufficient 
power.  That  was  why  we  were  not  willing  to 
accept  it.  The  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara  must  disabuse  his  mind  that  we  have 
any  arrive  pensie  in  the  matter ;  that  we  are 
keeping  back  anything  which  we  ought  to  dis- 
close. The  matter  stands  on  the  footing  that 
the  power  of  ratification  remains  with  the  two- 
Houses  ;  but  the  Government,  exercising  the 
usual  power  of  Governments,  have  to  make 
an  arrangement  subject  to  the  approval  of 
Parliament,  and  to  pledge  themselves  to  such 
an  extent,  as  far  as  their  own  personal  posi- 
tion is  concerned,  as  they  deem  desirable. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — The  honourable  member  mis- 
took me  if  he  thought  I  meant  to  prevent  the 
Government  taking  any  governmental  respon- 
sibility it  pleased  in  the  matter.  I  had  no  such 
intention  as  that.  The  Government,  of  course, 
in  making  an  agreement,  might  say  that  they 
would  recommend  it  to  Parliament,  or  could  as- 
sure the  company,  if  they  liked,  that  they  would 
stake  their  existence  upon  it.  I  should  not 
have  any  objection  to  their  doing  anything  of 
the  sort.  What  I  have  urged  is  very  reasonable 
— that  it  would  be  an  implication  tibat,  because 
a  preliminary  resolution  of  this  kind  is  passed 
this  session,  next  session  Parliament  would  be 
bound  in  some  way,  in  honour,  to  give  effect  to 
the  arrangements  made  with  the  Government* 
That  is  what  we  fear,  and  do  not  like  ta 
agree  to. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  think  the  best  reply  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara  is  to  give  an 
illustration.  On  a  former  occasion  resolu- 
tions were  before  this  House  authorizing  the 
Government  to  enter  into  contracts  for  certain 
mail  services.  I  refer  more  particularly  to* 
the  San  Francisco  mail  service.  It  was  asked 
why  the  terms  were  not  set  forth,  and  the 
reply  was,  "If  you  fix  the  terms,  the  other 
side  will  know  the  limit  of  the  authority  to 
which  we  can  go,  and  we  shall  be  placed  at  a 
disadvantage  in  negotiating  a  bargain."  Sup-^ 
posing  the  Government  in  office  entered  into  a 
contract  to  give  a  company  one  or  ten  millions, 
would  it  be  for  one  moment  supposed  that 
Parliament  would  in  honour  have  been  bound 
to  fulfil  such  an  arrangement  ?    No  man  in  hi& 
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senses  would  say  such  a  thing.  So  it  is  here. 
This  resolution  leaves  the  whole  thing  open  for 
the  ratification  of  Parliament;  and  that  was 
intended  when  notice  was  given  yesterday. 
That  is  why  the  words  about  the  ratification  of 
the  arrangements  were  put  in.  If  the  House 
desires  that  something  should  be  done  in  this 
matter,  I  hope  it  will  agree  to  the  course  which 
the  Govemmont  propose. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — I  should  suggest  that  the 
word  **  approval "  be  put  in,  instead  of  **  ratifi- 
cation."   I  think  it  is  much  plainer. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  shall  not  object  to  the  word 
**  approval  "  instead  of  "  ratification." 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— What  does  '*  the  ratifica- 
tion of  Parliament"  mean?  Does  it  mean  that 
it  only  goes  to  the  Upi^er  House  in  the  form  of 
an  appropriation,  or  that  the  agreement  is  to 
be  made  subject  to  an  enactment  which  will  go 
to  both  Houses  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.— It  must  be  by  Act.  It  is  ab- 
surd to  suppose  that  it  can  be  done  otherwise. 
I  cannot  say  in  what  form  that  Act  will  be. 
*•  Parliament"  means  the  Governor,  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  and  this  House. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man need  not  talk  about  this  being  absurd,  for 
I  believe  that  before  the  year  is  over  this  House 
will  find  itself  in  the  same  absurd  mess  as  it 
was  in  over  the  Brogden  contracts.  Wo  were 
then  told  that  the  good  faith  of  the  colony  was 
pledged,  and  were  led  into  a  series  of  com- 
promises which  landed  the  country  in  great 
•difficulties  and  expenses. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — We  require  to  exercise  great 
■caution  in  this  matter.  There  is  a  differcneo 
between  the  instances  cited  by  the  Premier 
and  that  with  which  we  are  now  dealing.  The 
instance  which  the  Premier  referred  to  related 
to  a  contract  with  a  body  outside  the  colony. 
"What  we  have  to  deal  with  here  is  an  enormous 
influence  in  the  colony,  every  kind  of  persua- 
sion that  can  be  brought  to  bear — intimidation, 
in  some  cases  —  and  all  that  in  the  colony. 
Therefore  I  think  we  must  weigh  every  word 
with  the  greatest  possible  care,  and  no  illustra- 
tion drawn  by  the  Premier  from  a  mail  con- 
tract is  applicable  to  the  c&ae  we  have  to  deal 
with  here. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— I  should  like  to  make  a 
iew  remarks  on  this  subject.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  told  us  to-day  that,  first  of  all,  this 
measure  suggested  itself  to  him  in  consequence 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Hokonui  speak- 
ing to  him ;  after  that  a  number  of  members 
waited  upon  him ;  and  he  received  petitions  from 
Auckland  in  this  matter,  all  of  which  decided 
him  in  taking  the  course  that  ho  has  adopted. 
If  that  really  be  a  reason  which  would  induce 
him  to  tfiike  certain  action,  I  have  considerable 
.-doubt  whether  it  was  the  principal  reason 
that  induced  him  to  take  action  in  this  case. 
If  that  were  the  case,  then  long  before  this  he 
must  have  acceded  to  the  request  of  a  number 
■of  people  who  petitioned  that  Bible-reading 
should  be  introduced  into  schools.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  told  us,  further,  that  during 
last  session  an  Act  was  passed  which  produced 
very  great  changes;  that  it  was  done  at  the 
Mr,  Stout 


end  of  the  sossion,  and  that  the  ratepayers  had 
no  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  the  matter. 
I  think  the  honourable  gentleman  is  now  ask- 
ing us  to  do  a  similar  tiling.  At  the  end  of  the 
Hession  he  is  introducing  a  measure  on  which 
the  general  taxpayers  of  the  colony  have  no 
chance  of  being  heard.  *He  says  that  tlwy 
must  give  some  satisfactory  reason  to  the  com- 
pany, because  they  intend  to  stop  them  from 
exercising  their  rating  power.  What  does  thai 
mean?  Simply  this:  that  wo  shall  still  be 
bound  by  the  agreement  which  they  choose  to 
make.  If  that  is  not  so,  I  cannot  see  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man modo  use  of  just  now.  The  difficulty,  M 
far  as  I  can  see,  is  this :  that  the  basis  upon 
which  this  agreement  shall  be  made  is  not  set 
forth.  We  had  it  in  the  former  resolution  that 
the  basis  should  be  the  cost  of  construction. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  says  we  can  very  easily 
ascertain  what  the  cost  of  construction  was  at 
that  time  from  the  Public  Works  Department. 
He  says  it  can  be  easily  ascertained  what  the 
cost  of  construction  would  be  now — ^we  can  see 
that  from  the  schedule  prices  in  the  Public 
Works  Department.  What  has  that  to  do  with 
tJie  matter,  unless  it  means  this  :  that  the  pur- 
cliasoK  arc  to  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  Bill 
moved  in  this  House  ?  And  that  is  the  basis 
to  which  we  take  exception.  We  say  these 
railways  should  bo  bought  in  accordance  with 
the  present  commercial  value.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  it  is  merely  a  question  of 
dealing  in  the  best  way  with  a  very  urgent 
question.  Whether  it  is  or  not  I  cannot  say, 
but  it  has  not  been  discussed  in  the  country, 
except,  perhaps,  in  those  parts  where  the  peopk 
are  mostly  interested.  I  fail. to  see  that  it  'n 
so  very  urgent.  The  people  in  those  district 
bought  land  su])ject  to  certain  conditions.  J 
has  been  stated  by  the  Premier  that  they  wen 
not  aware  that  they  were  subject  to  this  rating 
but  no  one  knows  better  than  the  honourabl 
gentleman  that  ignorance  is  no  plea  in  law 
and  if  these  people  —  unfortunately  for  them 
selves — made  a  bad  bargain,  it  will  be  no  hari 
ship  to  them  if  the  matter  stands  over  till  nei 
session,  with  a  view  to  being  released  from  a 
future  liabilitv. 

Mr.  W.  D.'STE WART.  — May  I  ask  tii 
Government  to  insert  the  word  **  authorized 
instead  of  "requested"?  —  because  a  reque 
would  cast  it  upon  tho  Government  as  a  dui 
to  arrange  with  every  company ;  whereas  "  a 
thority"  would  enable  them, to  arrange  wil 
any  companies  thev  like. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  do  not  see  the  distinction. 

!^Ir.  W.  D.  STEWART.— If  the  Govemmo 
are  ••  requested  "  to  do  a  thing,  they  are  boui 
to  do  it,  which  is  not  the  caso  if  they  a 
*' authorized." 

3ilr.  STOUT.— I  am  afraid  that  is  almost  a 
preaching  Scotch  ractaphvsics. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— I  shall  move,  Tli 
the  word  *♦  authorized  "  be  substituted  for  " : 
quested." 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  do  not  wishtoprolo 
this  debate,  but  I  feel  T  should  not  be  doi 
justice  to  what  I  said  before  in  relation  to  tl 
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matter  if  I  did  not  express  my  dissent  from  the 
terms  of  the  resolution.  Sir,  what  a  consider* 
Able  nnmber  of  members  of  this  House  objected 
to  was  that  Parliament  should  authorize  an 
engs^ement  to  be  entered  into  without  knowing 
in  detail  the  different  circumstances  of  different 
cases.  It  was  believed  by  v^ry  many  members 
dthis  House  that  these  railways  differed  very 
largely  in  their  circumstances ;  and  the  ^ther 
teimch  of  the  Legislature,  I  believe,  came  to 
the  conclusion  they  did  largely  upon  th&t 
groond.  I  think  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
«f  their  dissent  from  the  Bill  was  that  the  Go- 
tcniment  proposed  to  deal  with  all  these  lines 
alike.  In  this  House  those  who  differed  from 
the  Bill  passed,  pressed  earnestly  upon  the  Go- 
vemment  that,  before  Parliajnent  should  be 
asked  to  enter  into  engagements  for  the  pur- 
chase of  these  railways,  particulars  should  be 
placed  before  them.  I,  Sir,  felt,  when  that  was 
denied  to  us,  that  it  was  a  great  injustice  to  us 
And  to  the  country ;  and,  as  I  feel  that  now, 
I  feel  that  if  I  do  not  say  what  I  think  I  should 
te  doing  very  wrong.  1  say  that  the  amend- 
ment the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East 
proposed  seems  to  me  to  be  a  fair  compromise 
in  tliis  matter.  That  amendment  proposes  that 
"TO  should  have  the  fullest  information  before 
Tis,  and  it  indicates  that  Parliament  will  be 
willing  to  consider  equitable  terms  when  they 
know  the  merits  of  each  of  these  lines;  but 
i%  does  not  authorize  or  request  the  Govern- 
ment to  enter  into  engagements  from  which, 
if  once  entered  into,  there  would  be  practically 
no  withdrawal. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Before  putting  the  reso- 
lution, I  wish  to  say  that  it  seems  to  me  the 
nsolation  is  not  sufficient  in  this  respect :  We 
were  asked  to  buy  these  railways  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  relieving  these  ratepayers. 
Now,  if  we  pass  that  resolution  without  amend- 
ment, the  companies  can  go  on  enforcing  their 
<laim8  for  rates. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  do  not  think  the  honourable 
member  has  heard  the  amendment.  The 
^ord  "  arrangements  "  would,  cover  that.  The 
Arrangements  the  Government  would  make 
would  not  for  a  moment  be  one-sided :  in  fact, 
the  charge  made  against  the  Government  by 
some  members  is  that  it  is  only  the  ratepayers 
they  are  looking  after.  I  will  not  say  any- 
thing in  reply  to  the  honourable  member  for 
■Gcraidine,  in  case  J  might  go  further  than  is 
desirable.  That  is  the  sole  oreason.  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  into  a  reference  to  this  matter, 
«imply  on  that  account. 

lit.  FERGUS. — Sir,  my  object  in  rising  is 
to  get  a  distinct  statement  from  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  that  these  people  who  are  pressed,  and 
pKiwed  severely,  by  these  companies,  shall  not 
be  proceeded  against  for  rates.  As  my  honour- 
able friend  the  member  for  Hokonui  states, 
this  largely  affects  a  large  number  of  deserving 
.^ttlers,  who,  if  proceeded  against  for  the  rates, 
will  be  utterly  unable  to  pay  them.  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  an  injustice  is  being  perpetrated  upon 
them?  But  for  that,  I,  for  one,  should  not 
'Vote  for  the  measure  at  all 

Mr.  MOSS.— j;  am  (myself  as  strongly  eon- 1 


vinced  as  ever  that  I  should  be  acting  wrongly 
towards  those  whom  I  represent  if  I  agreed  for 
a  moment  that  this  burden  should  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  shoulders  that  ought  to  bear 
it  to  the  shoulders  of  those  whom  I  represent, 
and  who,  I  think,  certainly  ought  not  to  bear 
it.  That  is  the  view  I  have  taken  from  the 
first;  but  I  do  not  intend  to  urge  it  further 
now,  as  the  time  seems  to  have  gone  by,  and 
there  seems  to  be  a  general  acceptance  of  the 
amendment.  I  shall  vote  against  it;  but  I 
should  be  very  glad  if  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
would  add  to  his  new  proposal  something  to 
this  effect :  *'  and  the  arrangements  shall  be 
submitted  to  Parliament  immediately  after  the 
opening  of  next  session."  Sir,  these  district 
railways  have,  in  a  great  degree,  been  the  pivot 
on  which  the  whole  of  the  politics  of  this  ses- 
sion turned ;  and  I  much  fear  that  the  sanie 
thing  may  occur  next  session.  If  they  are  to 
be  dealt  with,  I  should  like  to  see  them  dealt 
with  as  soon  as  the  next  session  opens ;  other- 
wise they  may  be  amply  used  during  it  as  a 
means  for  breaking  up  the  different  parties, 
and,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  of  disorganiz- 
ing the  whole  Parliament.  For  that  reason  I 
hope  the  Premier — whose  chief  duty,  I  pre- 
sume, is  to  -see  that  Parliament  is  not  dis- 
organized; to  see  that  the  Opposition  is  kept 
useful,  as  well  as  his  own  party — ^will  add  to 
his  resolution  something  to  that  effect,  which 
may  bind  the  Government  to  bring  down  the 
proposals  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  openmg 
of  the  session. 

Mr.  WALKER.— With  reference  to  the  re- 
mark made  by  the  last  speaker,  that  this  session 
the  whole  of  the  business  has  hinged  on  these 
district  railways,  I  do  not  think  the  remark  is 
more  applicable  to  this  session  than  to  the 
legislation  of  the  last  few  years — in  fact,  ever 
since  the  original  Act  was  introduced.  I  believe 
the  question  has  been  constantly  before  Parlia- 
ment ever  since,  and  consequently  the  House 
may  fairly  consider  that  it  has  never  been 
settled.  I  should  like  to  give  an  instance  to 
the  Committee  of  how,  in  the  case  of  one  of 
the  railways,  the  matter  really  stands.  The 
Rakaia-Ashburton  Forks  Railway  was  con- 
structed under  the  original  Act  of  1877,  and 
it  has  three  rates  authorized  to  the  31st  of 
March,  1883.  The  total  value  of  these  three 
rates  comes  to  £7,941  19s.  8d.,  and,  of  these 
three  rates,  only  £600  has  been  collected. 
That  is,  £600  has  been  collected  out  of,  in 
round  numbers,  £8,000.  Since  then  another 
rate  is  due  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
March,  1884,  £1,795  19s.  2d.,  and  is  now  await- 
ing the  Minister's  certificate ;  so  that  nearly 
£10,000  is  due  to  that  company  in  rates,  of 
which  they  have  only  been  able  to  collect  £600. 
Well,  I  would  ask  those  members  who  are 
conversant  with  the  collection  of  rates  whether 
it  would  be  possible,  whether  it  would  be  fea- 
sible, to  collect  those  rates,  whether  they  could 
expect  that  three  yews'  rates  could  be  collected 
unless  something  were  done  by  this  House,  or 
by  somebody  able  to  set  those  matters  right. 
I*  consider  that  this  statement  with  reference 
to  the  railway,  which  is  as  sound  as  any  rail*- 
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way  possibly  can  be,  is  a  very  sure  proof  of 
what  must  be  the  circumstances  connected  with 
all  the  other  railways  ;  and  therefore  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  subject  deserves  not  only  the 
most  earnest  consideration  of  this  House,  but 
their  very  best  endeavours  to  set  matters  right. 
I  really  believe  that  one  of  the  most  serious 
imputations  against  the  bonafides^  so  to  speak, 
of  the  present  Ministry  has  been  the  fact  that 
not  one  of  them  represents  the  agricultural 
interests.  While  in  Committee  on  the  Land 
Bill  the  other  night  we  had  all  sorts  of  taunts 
thrown  out.  It  was  said  the  Premier  Imew 
nothing  about  agricultural  or  pastoral  pursuits 
— that  he  was  a  baby  and  a  theorist---and  all 
sorts  of  other  things  were  said  ;  but  I  maintain 
that  the  measure  which  was  unfortunately  lost 
in  the  other  Chamber,  and  the  loss  of  which 
this  resolution  endeavours  to  a  certain  extent 
to  remedy,  proves  incontestably  that  this 
Ministry  really  have  the  interests  of  the  agri- 
cultural districts  of  the  colony  and  of  the 
Middle  Island  at  heart.  There  is  hardly  an 
agricultural  district  from  the  very  north  of 
Canterbury  to  the  Blufi  which  is  not  more  or 
less  interested  in  this  question  of  the  railways, 
and  therefore  I  maintain  that,  in  the  interest 
of  the  agricultural  districts  in  that  Island,  the 
Ministry  are  only  doing  their  duty  in  pressing 
the  consideration  of  this  question  most  em- 
phatically upon  Parliament. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  should  like  to  ask 
how  the  agriculturists  of  the  other  parts  of 
Canterbury,  for  instance,  and  Otago  are  in- 
terested in  this  matter.  When  these  railways 
are  taken  over  they  will  have  to  be  worked  at 
reduced  rates,  and  the  average  returns  from 
the  railways  will  be  very  largely  reduced.  The 
consequence  will  be  that,  whatever  hopes  they 
may  now  have  of  a  reduction  in  the  grain  rates 
under  the  existing  hard  circumstances  of  the 
grain-growing  business,  those  hopes  will  then 
bo  altogether  gone.  Then,  there  are  £8,000  of 
rates  due  from  these  ratepayers.  We  do  not 
know  the  size  of  their  holdings ;  we  do  not 
know  who  they  are ;  we  know  nothing  at  all 
about  them.  And  this  money  is  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  general  taxpayers  of 
Kew  Zealand :  and  yet  we  are  told  it  is  done 
in  the  interest  of  the  agriculturists  of  the 
colony.    The  thing  is  perfect  nonsense. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — I  should  not  have 
spoken  upon  the  matter  of  the  rates  if  it  had 
not  been  for  some  words  used  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  opposite.  I  understand  that  there 
is  a  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  the  reso- 
lution as  it  now  stands  is  to  be  passed.  The 
view  I  take  is  this:  that  it  will  not  bind  the 
House  next  session,  and  that  every  member  of 
the  House  can  come  back  here  perfectly  free  to 
vote  against  any  arrangement  the  Government 
may  make.  The  late  Government  made  a  posi- 
tive agreement  with  the  New  Zealand  Shipping 
Company  in  respect  to  a  postal  contract :  that 
came  before  the  House,  and  it  was  refused  ratifi- 
cation ;  but  the  Ministry  did  not  think  it  neces- 
siary  to  resign.  I  can  therefore  understand 
that  the  Ministry  will  come  down  next  session 
«nd  say  to  the  House,  "  We  have  made  certain 
Mr,  Walker 


arrangements  with  a  view  to  acquiring  these 
railways.  These  are  the  arrangements,  and  we 
now  submit  them  to  the  House.  The  reason 
why  we  have  made  these  arrangements  is  this: 
that  the  railways  are  worth  so  much,  there  aie 
so  much  rates  due  that  can  be  collected,"  and 
so  on.  Then  we  shall  have  all  the  informatioa 
that  is  possible  before  us  when  we  are  asked  to 
give  a  vote.  I  say  it  is  absolutely  necessaiy 
that  we  should  have  that  information,  and  I 
only  regret  that  it  has  not  been  given  already. 
The  information  that  I  and  other  honourable 
members  wish  for  is  something  respecting  the 
rates,  and  who  are  the  ratepayers  who  are  to 
be  relieved.  Now,  we  have  some  information, 
with  regard  to  one  of  these  lines  at  all  events, 
upon  this  subject  of  rates,  to  be  found  in  the 
Mataura  Ensign  of  the  24th  March,  1884.  If 
honourable  members  will  examine  a  statement 
put  forth  in  that  paper  they  will  see  that 
there  is  evidence  given  that  the  Waimea  Plains 
Railway  Company  should  have  a  great  deal 
more  than  the  other  railway  companies.  Heze 
are  some  of  the  facts  as  given  by  the  paper: 
The  annual  rateable  value  of  the  Waimea  Plains. 
Railway  District  is  £28,469,  and  the  rates  on 
that,  at  38.  4d.  in  the  pound,  amount  to  £4,744. 
Now,  who  are  the  ratepayers  ?  Out  of  that 
£4,744  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company 
are  rated  to  the  extent  of  £3,003  28.  6d.  These 
are  some  of  the  poor  ratepayers  that  the  coon- 
try  is  going  to  relieve.  I  will  not  mention 
individual  names,  but  there  are  names  of 
gentlemen  mentioned  in  that  paper,  and  some- 
of  them  are  members  of  this  House.  And> 
now,  let  us  see  about  the  poor  suffering  rate- 
payers, who  will  be  broken  up  if  we  do  not  re- 
lieve them  of  these  rates.  I  take  213  out  of  471 ;. 
and  how  much  has  each  to  pay  ?  There  are  38- 
who  have  to  pay  £1 ;  15,  16s.  8d. ;  31, 138. 4d.; 
54, 10s. ;  46,  6s.  8d. ;  and  59,  3s.  4d.  And  thes& 
are  the  poor  people  who  are  going  to  be  broken 
up.  It  is  the  three-thousand-pound  men  whO' 
feel  the  rates.  That  is  the  information  we 
should  have  had  before  we  were  asked  to  assent 
to  a  Bill  of  such  a  character  as  that  which 
was  introduced,  and  that  is  the  information, 
which  I,  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  shall< 
require  before  I  assent  to  any  arrangement 
being  finally  made.  I  have  now  only  to  add 
that  I  should  have  liked  the  Government  to 
have  inquired  into  the  whole  matter,  and  then 
they  would  have  been  prepared  to  come  down 
next  session  and  make  such  proposals  to  the 
House  as  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  countnv 
without  asking  the  House  to  come  to  any  %uchi 
resolution  as  this. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  cannot  allow  the  remarks  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  to  pasw 
without  some  reply,  as  he  has,  in  quoting  from 
the  Mataura  Ensign^  really  misrepresented  the 
facts  of  the  case.  He  has  left  250  ratepayers, 
altogether  out  of  the  question.  There  are 
about  some  500  ratepayers  interested  in  the 
question,  and  he  has  only  quoted  figures  with 
regard  to  some  200,  as  showing  the  interests, 
of  all  the  smaller  ratepayers.  I  understtod 
that  those  witli  regard  to  whom  he  has  giveni 
figures  arc  not  settlers  in  tliBr  district,, but  tha& 
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ihey  are  people  who  hold  small  town  sections. 
I  would  ask  the  House  to  consider  what  Ss.  4d. 
in  the  pound  is  to  a  small  fanner  who  has  also 
to  pay  his  counly  and  road  rates.  And,  besides 
that,  a  demand  is  made  on  them  for  two  years' 
rates  in  one  year,  so  that  that  makes  the  de- 
mand 68.  8d.  in  the  pound.  If  there  were  only 
100  small  settlers  who  were  affected  in  this 
way,  instead  of  the  250  whom  the  honourable 
gentieman  has  left  out,  I  say  that  it  would  be 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  take  their  case  into 
consideration. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  Premier  has  omitted 
to  inform  us  whose  lands  were  to  have  great 
TOlue  given  to  them  by  having  this  railway 
made.  Are  his  clients  to  put  large  simis  of 
money  into  their  pockets  because  value  has 
been  given  to  their  lands,  and  are  all  the 
famiers  throughout  the  country  to  be  taxed 
for  their  benefit — to  pay  their  loss  on  the 
railway?  This  £600,000  or  £1,000,000  which 
is  to  be  imposed  on  the  country  would  mean, 
if  il  were  imposed  on  Great  Britain,  some- 
thing like  fi f ty  millions  of  money.  What  would 
be  said  if  Mr.  Gladstone  and  one  of  his  col- 
leagues—one the  solicitor  of  and  the  other  a 
diareholder  in  a  companjr — were  to  ask  the 
British  Parliament  to  relieve  them  of  some 
£1,000,000  of  liability?  That  is  what  passing 
a  law  of  this  kind  would  mean  in  Great  Britain. 
The  question  for  us  to  consider  is,  whether  we 
are  to  put  a  tax  on  the  whole  of  the  people  of 
New  Zealand  in  order  to  give  increased  value 
to  the  land  of  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural 
Company.  Why  am  I,  who  live  in  the  re- 
mote North,  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  such  a 
purpose  ?  Is  that  to  relieve  the  small  farmers  ? 
I  say  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  was 
quite  nght  in  all  that  he  said  ;  and  yet  wc  are 
to  be  compelled  to  assent  to  this  arrangement. 
He  says  that  there  is  a  general  consensus  in 
faTour'of  this  resolution;  but  I  do  not  admit 
that.  Many  of  us  think  that  the  arrangement 
is  wrong,  because  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
stop  there  next  year.  If  we  once  authorize 
arrangements  to  be  made  it  will  be  argued 
that  the  meaning  of  that  was  that,  if  the 
arrangements  were  reasonable,  they  were  to  be 
given  effect  to, — that  that  was  the  understand- 
ing,—and  we  shall  be  pressed  on  that  point. 
That  is  what  will  happen  unless  we  are  very 
careful  in  the  wording  of  the  resolution.  This, 
then,  to  my  mind,  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest 
possible  importance.  It  was  truly  said  by  one 
honourable  gentleman  opposite  that  this  sub- 
ject has  occupied  the  attention  of  Parliament 
for  years.  I  have  received  punishment  of  the 
most  severe  kind  for  having  opposed  the  at- 
tempt originally  made  to  introduce  this  mea- 
snre.  We  were  asked  then  to  pay  £450,000, 
and  that  was  an  attempt  made  to  compel  us 
to  buy  the  Waimea  Plains  Railway.  I  re- 
fused to  accede  to  that,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  my  fall  from  office  was  in 
great  part  attributable  to  that.  I  saw  a  gentle- 
inan  m  this  House  to-night  sitting  behind 
this  chair,  who  at  that  time  was  a  member 
of  this  House,  who  gave  me  information  that 
Buch  was  the  case;  and  it  was  known  to  a 


large  number  of  members  that  such  was  the 
case.  I  was  persecuted  afterwards  in  many 
oases  for  the  same  reason.  The  House  has 
been  for  years  divided  on  this  subject;  and 
I  tell  honourable  gentlemen  that,  if  we  go 
away  now  without  something  being  done,  the 
contest  will  be  continued,  and  it  will  involve 
us  in  unending  disputes  until  special  arrange- 
ments are  made ;  because  these  people  are  very 
powerful,  of  which  there  can  Ibe  no  greater 
proof  than  that  two  gentlemen  are  sitting  on 
that  bench  who  are  largely  interested  in  the 
New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company. 

Colbnel  TRIMBLE.— I  think  that  something 
should  appear  in  this  resolution  pledging  the 
Government  to  place  before  the  House  some 
information  in  reference  to  these  various  rail- 
ways, before  Parliament  is  called  upon  to  pro- 
nounce in  favour  of  purchasing  them.  It  seems 
to  me  that,  unless  we  have  a  little  more  infor- 
mation in  reference  to  these  railways  thyan  has 
yet  been  afforded  to  us,  we  should  come  to 
the  consideration  of  the  question  next  session 
very  much  in  the  same  position  that  we  are  in 
at  the  present  moment.  Nothing  could  illus- 
trate the  want  of  information  before  the  House 
more  effectually  than  the  speech  made  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Ashburton  this  after- 
noon. The  statements  he  mside  evidently  took 
honourable  gentlemen  by  surprise.  If  I  under- 
stood him  aright,  he  stated,  in  reference  to 
one  of  the  railways  under  consideration,  that 
there  are  now  arrears  of  rates  to  the  extent  of 
£9,186,  and  he  stated  that,  out  of  the  total 
amoimt  of  rates  levied,  only  the  sum  of  £i300 
had  been  obtained.  I  think  the  House  ought 
to  know  the  ratepayers  who  have  paid  mis 
£600  of  rates.  I  venture  to  say — and  I  shall 
be  glad  to  be  contradicted  if  I  am  wrong— that 
the  £600  has  been  paid  by  the  poorer  rate- 
payers. 

Mr.  WALKER.— No. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— The  honourable  gentle- 
man will  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  some 
Sarticulars  on  this  point,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to 
ear  them.  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying 
that  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  larger 
ratepayers  have  not  paid  the  rates.  No  doubt 
it  will  be  on  record. 

Mr.  WALKER.— The  honourable  gentleman 
is  not  quoting  my  figures  correctly. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.  — Will  the  honourable 
gentleman  give  us  the  figures  ?  He  said  that 
the  rates  amounted  to  £7,941,  and  that,  out  of 
that  amount,  only  £600  was  paid. 

Mr.  WALKER.— No. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— Perhaps  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  correct  me.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  will  not  correct  me,  and  I  take 
it  for  granted  that  I  am  right.  On  the  31st  of 
March,  1884,  there  was  another  rate,  amount- 
ing to  £1,795. 

Mr.  WALKER. — No  ;  you  are  speaking  with- 
out book. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.  — He  said  that  there 
were  two  amounts,  making  a  total  of  £9,736,  and 
that  out  of  this  sum  £600  had  been  collected. 
I  have  given  the  honourable  gentleman  the 
opportunity  of  correcting  me,  and  he  would 
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not  do  it,  and  I  presume  there  must  be  some 
reason  for  his  not  doing  so.  Here  we  have 
an  amount  of  £9,736,  which,  according  to  the 
scheme  the  Government  brought  down  to  the 
House  —  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the 
Government  do  not  intend  to  carry  the  idea 
out  during  the  recess — would  be  added  to  the 
original  cost  of  the  railway.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  original  cost  was;  I  have  nothing 
to' show  what  it  was;  but,  whatever  the  cost 
was,  we  have  £9,000  and  upwards  to  add,  by 
way  of  rates,  to  that  original  cost  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  That  is  all  I  know  ot  this  Ashburton 
Bail  way.  Then,  there  are  some  other  railways, 
and  I  will  state  all  the  information  I  am  able  to 
get  in  reference  to  them,  and  it  will  be  seen  at 
once  that  the  information  is  very  meagre  indeed, 
so  meagre  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  legislate 
upon  this  basis.  The  honourable  member  for 
Akaroa  gave  us  some  facts  connected  w^ith  the 
.  Waimea  Bail  way .  He  referred  to  the  rates  that 
were  levied  up  to  the  81st  March,  1884,  amount- 
ing to  £4,744.  Now,  that  is  the  total  amount 
of  rates  to  be  levied  for  the  year.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  pointed  out  the  very  significant 
fact  that  one  company  whose  land  had  been 
materially  benefited  by  that  railway — indeed,  it 
was  principally  for  their  benefit  it  was  made — 
were  in  arrears  to  the  extent  of  £3,003;  that 
some  200  of  the  ratepayers  owed  small  amounts 
ranging  from  £1  down  to  3s.  4d. ;  and  he  very 
properly  stated  that  he  could  not  believe  that 
the  Bill  was  introduced  for  the  relief  of  those 
persons.  Many  of  the  shareholders  were, 
notoriously,  wealthy  men.  The  arrangement 
could  not  be  intended  merely  for  the  sake  of 
the  poorer  ratepayers.  Then,  there  was  a  chal- 
lenge by  the  Premier,  upon  this  ground :  He 
says,  "You  have  given  the  men  who  have  to 
pay  ds.  4d.  in  the  pound ;  but  the  great  bulk  of 
the  sufferers  are  the  medium  men."  \Vell,  who 
are  these  medium  men?  The  Colonial  Trea- 
surer is  down  for  £5  13s.  4d.,  and  that  is  not  an 
amount  to  press  hardly. 

Mr.  STOUT.— He  is  down  vnrong. 

Major  ATKINSON.—He  is  on  the  list. 

Colonel  TBIMBLE. — The  man  whose  name 
is  on  the  list  is  bound  to  pay,  unless  he  can 
obtain  relief,  I  fail  to  see  that  any  of  these 
people  could  obtain  relief,  except  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  not  the  right  persons.  I  find 
one  other  person  is  set  down  for  £325  Ids.  4d. 
Perhaps  he  is  the  wrong  man.  Then,  another 
person  is  down  for  £182  3s.  4d.  I  should  state 
that  all  the  others  are  very  small  amounts, 
such  as  the  £5  18s.  4d.  I  have  just  referred  to. 
According  to  the  notice  of  motion  put  before 
the  House,  and  which  the  Government  in- 
tended to  carry  into  effect  during  the  recess, 
the  principal  ratepayer  that  would  be  relieved 
under  this  arrangement  is  that  company ;  and 
the  particular  persons  who  have  received  most 
benefit  from  tne  railways,  and  who  were  the 
main  promoters  of  it,  will  be  the  main  gainers 
by  any  change  to  be  made.  The  railway  is 
there  for  the  benefit  of  their  property,  just  as 
much  as  if  they  were  the  proprietors  of  it.  So 
much  for  the  propqrtion  of  taxation.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  amount  of  rates  that  we  are  to  re- 
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pay  were  levied  upon  people  who  were  direetiy 
benefited,  not  in  the  working  of  the  line,  bat 
merely  in  the  sale  of  the  land.    How  have  those 
sellers  of  land  acted?    A  list  of  rates  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Maiaura  Ensign  in  March  lasL 
On  the  28th  March  there  was  a  public  meeting 
held  at  Gore  in  order  to  consider  and  to  oppose 
the  le\7ing  of  this  rate,  or,  rather,  to  oppose 
the  collection  of  it.    It  was  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  an  indignation  meeting.     What  took 
place  ?    There  were  resolutions  passed  that  the 
rate  was  unjust.    Various  speakers  urged  that      | 
the  persons  rated  had  been  deceived  in  regard 
to  the  whole  matter.     And  what  was  the  result      | 
of  the  meeting?    It  was  a  very  important  one,      | 
and  it  was  this  :  Previous  to  the  holding  of  this^ 
meeting,  the  Agricultural  Company  advertised      ! 
in  the  newspapers  in  regajd  to  the  sale  of  their     i 
land.     On  the  29tli  April  the  old  advertisement      | 
was  still  renewed.     On  the  6th  May,  by  looking      j 
over  the  file  of  papers,  it  will  be  seen  that  the      I 
old  advertisement  is  still  renewed ;  but  there  i& 
above  it,  in  what  printers  call  "  displayed  type/' 
the  line,    *'  Waimea  Plains   Bailway  Rate !  *' 
with  a  big  note  of  admiration  to  it.     The  head- 
ing was  repeated,  to  make  it  more  emphatic. 
The  advertisement  reads  thus : — 

*'  The  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Company 
are  prepared  to  indemnify  all  purchasers  of 
land  bought  from  them  on  and  after  Ist  May, 
1884,  againiit  claims  for  the  Waimea  Plains 
rate. — G.  P.  Austiwg,  Manager,  Wantwood^ 
Gore." 

,Well,  the  immediate  effect  of  the  indignation 
meeting  was  this :  The  company  was  at  once 
warned  that  in  future  its  lands  would  not  seU» 
and  it  took  the  proper  and  natural  course  of 
guaranteeing  buyers  of  land  against  an  enor- 
mous rate.  But  what  does  that  mean?  It 
means  again,  what  I  have  already  pointed  oat« 
that  our  action,  if  we  are  going  to  follow  the 
lines  of  the  Government,  will  simply  rfiUeve  the 
Agricultural  Company  of  its  just  debts  incurred 
for  advantages  which  have  accrued  to  it  from 
the  opening-up  of  this  line.  Well,  that  adver- 
tisement remained  in  the  paper  for  some  short 
time  in  this  very  conspicuous  fashion:  now 
there  is  a  permanent  advertisement,  one  para- 
graph of  which  is  to  the  scune  effect  as  this  spe- 
cial advertisement.  I  think  there  is  one  other 
point  as  to  this  railway  which  I  ought  to  deal 
\{ith  before  I  have  done.  We  are  told  theso 
railways  are  goyig  to  pay  ;  that  tiiiey  are  going 
to  be  very  excellent  concerns,  and  will  yield  » 
handsome  net  income  after  paying  all  expenses 
of  working.  But  upon  the  year  ending  the  31st 
March,  1883,  the  income  from  this  Waimea 
Plains  Bailway,  after  paying  all  expenses,  waa 
£964  14s.  5d.  That  is  all  they  had,  to  pay 
interest  upon  bonds  and  to  give  profits  to 
shareholders ;  and  in  the  year  ending  with  the 
31st  March,  1884,  it  only  yielded  £12  14s.  6d-, 
after  paying  working  expenses.  And  this  is 
one  of  the  profitable  lines  we  are  to  take  over 
This  is  one  of  the  wonderful  l^urgains  which 
we  must  secure  at  once,  or  shall  lose  for  ever* 
more  t  And  what  is  the  opinion  of  the  General 
Manager  of  Bailways  in  reference  to  the  pay- 
ing qualities  of  this  line?    He  says  that,  if 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.]  District  Bailways. 


[HOUSE.] 


District  Bailuays. 


247 


managed  by  the  Government  as  one  of  the  Go- 
veniment  lines,  it  might  produce  £2,000  a  yeskv 
^nothing  like  sufficient  to  pay  interest  on  the 
bonds;  nothing  like  sufficient  to  pay  interest 
on  the  amount  of  the  purchase-money.  And 
yet  we  are  asked,  not  only  to  give  the  ori- 
ginal cost  of  making  this  railway  to  the  sharc- 
holdera,  less  wear  and  tear  actually  accrued, 
bat  also  to  add  the  back  rates — for  the  back 
ntes  have  never  been  paid — to  the  purchase- 
money.  Well,  that  is  all  I  can  find  out  about 
that  railway.  Now  I  will  come  to  another 
rulway — the  Waimato  Railway — and  the  only 
infonnation  I  can  get  about  this  line  is  quite 
incidental.  Like  all  the  other  information  I 
have  about  these  lines,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
minutes  of  evidence  given  before  a  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  Legislative  Council.  There  is  no 
other  authentic  document  to  which  we  can  go 
!oi  information ;  and  that  is  quite  by  the  way 
—it  is  quite  incidental.  It  is  information  not 
got  by  careful  application  with  reference  to  the 
subject  before  us,  and  comes  up  incidentally, 
bat  therefore  seems  to  be  the  more  valuable, 
ao  far  as  it  goes.  Now  with  reference  to  the 
Vfumate  Plains  Railway.  Mr.  Maxwell  states 
khtt  the  loss  on  the  working  last  year  was 
IU48;  so  that  it  was  worth  £1,148  Less  than 
ooihing.  Then,  wo  come  to  the  Duntroon 
fiailway.  The  loss  on  working  that  line,  ac- 
eordiiig  to  the  same  gentleman — that  is,  the 
Manager  of  the  Govermnent  railways  of  the 
colony— was  £480.  There,  again,  we  have  a 
luge  deficiency  even  on  working  expenses,  and 
ni  coarse  nothing  whatever  for  either  bond- 
holders or  shareholders.  But  there  are  some 
enrions  things  in  reference  to  this  railway. 
There  seems  to  be  a  very  large  amount  of 
nominal  capital,  but  there  is  no  real  capital. 
Now,  the  difference  between  our  New  Zealand 
nilways  and  these  private  railways,  and  the 
nilways  at  Home,  seems  to  be  this:  that  in 
New  Zealand  there  is  an  attempt  made  to  do 
everjrthing  with  borrowed  money,  and  nothing 
with  the  money  of  the  shareholders ;  and  this  is 
one  brilliant  example  of  this  kind  of  undcr- 
ti^ng.  At  Home  no  railway  bonds  can  be 
iKued  until  a  large  proportion — a  fixed  pro- 
jnriion — of  the  capital  of  the  company  is 
paid  up ;  and  the  amount  of  bonds  that  can  be 
iflsaed  is  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  paid- 
up  capital.  But  here  we  allow  our  railway 
companies  to  issue  bonds  when  there  is  no 
paid-up  capital,  or  a  merely  nominal  amount. 
A  large  shareholder  in  that  company  was 
ttked  how  mucli  per  share  was  paid  upon  the 
sliares  in  the  company — ^10  shares.  He  could 
not  fcell,  though  he  was  director  of  the  com- 
pany, how  much  was  paid,  but,  he  said,  it  was 
something  like  Is.  per  share.  One  shilling  out  of 
^10!  and  even  that,  I  think,  was  an  exaggera- 
^on.  I  think  only  6d.  has  been  paid  up,  and 
for  this  reason  :  I'his  gentleman  holds  thirty- 
■ix  thousand  pounds'  worth  of  shares,  and  his 
paid-np  capital  would  be  £180  at  Is.  a  share. 
But  the  whole  paid-up  capital  is  only  £370,  and 
as  there  is  another  shareholder  to  a  similar  ex- 
^t,  besides  others  for  large  amounts,  not  over 
<ii  can  have  been  paid  up.    And  this  gentle- 


man, who  has  had  the  audacity  to  accuse  the 
Government  of  having  placed  him  in  a  false 
position  because  it  insisted  on  being  paid  the* 
loss  on  a  certain  quarter's  working  expenses 
and  he  had  to  give  his  cheque  for  £1,000, 
is  one  of  those  whom,  with  others,  wo  are 
to  relieve  —  gentlemen  who  invested  their 
money,  not  for  the  public  good,  but  simply 
for  the  advancement  of  their  own  private 
interests.  That  is  all  the  information  I  can 
get  about  that  railway.  Then  we  come  to- 
the  Kotorua  Hallway,  and  that  is  the  last  of 
those  that  I  can  get  any  information  about. 
I  have  heard  upon  good  authority  that  that 
company  has  a  paid  up  capital  of  £67,000. 
It  seems  to  be  the  only  ootid  fide  affair  of  the 
whole,  so  far  as  the  shareholders  and  persona 
interested  in  getting  up  the  companies  are 
concerned.  Well,  Sir,  we  are  asked  to  take 
over  a  large  number  of  railways  upon  specific 
terms,  and  the  whole  of  the  information  that 
this  House  can  get  is  to  bo  picked  up  in 
scraps  such  as  I  have  stated.  Unless  the  reso- 
lution that  is  before  the  Committee  is  supple- 
mented by  another  resolution  calling  upon  the 
Government  to  lay  before  us  full  informa- 
tion, I  say  that  the  change  in  it  that  has 
been  made  is  worthless,  and  we  shall  b& 
hoodwinked  once  more,  as  we  have  been  this 
session.  We  shall  come  together  without  in- 
formation which  would  enable  us  to  discuss  the 
matter  with  better  light  than  we  have  on  this 
occasion .  What  we  ought  to  have  before  coming 
to  a  conclusion  is  this  :  We  ought  to  know  the 
nominal  amount  of  capital;  the  amount  of 
paid-up  capital ;  the  amount  of  rates  levied, 
the  amount  collected,  and  the  amount  due; 
we  ought  to  know  who  the  parties  are  who 
have  invested  in  these  railways,  how  much 
the  shareholders  have  sacrificed  for  the  publio 
interest,  and  what  is  the  present  value  of  the 
lines,  irrespective  of  the  artificial  mode  of  com- 
puting it  laid  down  in  the  original  resolution. 
It  appears  to  me  that  railways  earning  £1,800 
or  £1,400  a  year  less  than  working  expenses 
cannot  bo  properties  of  very  great  value.  Such 
a  line  cannot  be  worth  the  amount  originally 
paid  for  it  plus  the  amount  of  rates  unpaid. 
It  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  such  a  thing,  and, 
when  wo  are  asked  next  session  to  consider 
these  matters,  we  ought  to  be  in  a  position  to 
know  which  should  be  taken  and  which  should 
be  left,  each  upon  its  individual  merits.  Any 
hotchpotch  arrangement  such  as  we  have  hod 
this  session  must  not  be  repeated.  It  simply 
works  in  this  way :  There  are,  say,  six  railways 
tq  be  dealt  with.  Each  honourable  member 
may  say,  in  argument  for  argument's  sake, 
that  five  out  of  the  six  are  bad,  but  he  wants, 
the  sixtli — ^his  own — taken  over;  and  the  conse- 
quence is  there  is  a  system  of  log-rolling,  which  . 
independent  members  are  powerless  to  meet; 
because  it  does  not  mean  these  six  men  alone, 
but  these  six  men  and  all  their  coimections  and 
all  their  influence.  They  have  control  over 
other  members.  I  do  not  mean  control  in  any 
mean  sense,  but  control  in  the  sense  of  being 
looked  to  for  guidance  upon  different  ques- 
tions.  For  instance,  a  Government  brings  down 
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a  measure.  Every  individual  follower  of  the 
Government  could  not  say  that  he  fully  ap- 
preciated all  the  measures  of  the  Government, 
and  could  pronounce  a  judgment  upon  aJl ; 
but  he  has  faith  in  the  Government,  and  gives 
the  Government  support  on  some  measures 
which  he  has  not  perhaps  been  able  to  look 
thoroughly  into.  So  it  is  with  regard  to  various 
individuals  —  they  accept  the  statements  of 
others  on  local  matters ;  and  those  who  support 
these  railways,  with  those  who  trust  to  them 
for  guidance,  become  a  phalanx  which  no  one 
can  resist.  Therefore  I  think  we  should  have 
the  fullest  possible  information  with  respect  to 
each  of  these  railways.  I  trust  that  the  honour- 
able member  fpr  Auckland  East  will  add  to 
the  resolution  the  words  that  he  read  to  us.  If 
that  were  done,  we  might,  when  we  meet  again, 
be  fairly  well  able  to  consider  this  question. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  have  not  yet  spoken  at 
any  stage  of  this  debate,  but  I  feel  it  my  duty 
—  as  I  have  said  I  would  not  show  factious 
opposition  to  the  Government  —  to  state  my 
reasons  for  taking  up  the  attitude  I  have  as- 
sumed on  this  question.  The  two  parties  are 
joined  together  to  a  certain  extent  now  that 
the  Government  have  agreed  to  bring  any  con- 
tract before  Parliament  for  confirmation  next 
session;  and  I  presume  this  resolution  will 
be  carried,  and  that  the  Government  will  be 
in  a  position  to  make  some  arrangement 
with  these  district  railway  companies  during 
the  recess.  Now,  I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Taranaki  hardly  put  the  question  cor- 
rectly when  he  said  we  might  be  hoodwinked 
next  session  when  called  upon  to  decide 
whether  we  should  give  assent  to  the  arrange- 
ment made  during  the  recess.  Forewarned  is 
forearmed,  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  when  assembled 
nfext  session  to  look  very  carefully  into  the 
whole  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  arrangements  that  may  be  made  by  the 
Government.  I  was  much  amused  with  the 
remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  Ash- 
burton,  when  he  appeared  to  look  upon  the 
agriculturists  of  the  South  Island — those  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  district  rail- 
ways— as  if  they  constituted  the  whole  of  the 
agriculturists  of  New  Zealand,  and  said  that 
the  Ministers,  in  conserving  their  interests,  are 
really  conserving  the  interests  of  all  the  agri- 
culturists of  New  Zealand.  The  Ministers  have 
every  reason  to  conserve  the  interests  of  these 
agriculturists,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
general  welfare ;  but  I,  as  a  North  Island  repre- 
sentative, hope  that  they  will  take  this  into 
consideration:  that  we  have  not  up  to  the 
present  time  any  railways  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  District  Bailways  Act,  and 
that  all  our  works  hitherto  undertaken  are 
harbour  works,  County  Council  works,  and 
so  on,  and  we  have  not  had  any  considera- 
tion shown  to  us  at  all.  If,  during  the  next 
session  of  Parliament,  the  House  agrees  to  any 
measure  of  relief  to  the  ratepayers  and  those 
connected  with  the  district  railways  in  the 
South,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  House  to  take 
into  consideration  those  ratepayers  in  other 
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parts  of  New  Zealand  who  have  rendered  them- 
selves responsible  for  loans  for  various  other 
purposes  in  the  interest  of  their  own  dis- 
tricts and  of  New  Zealand  generally,  and  can* 
sider  their  necessities  as  well.  For  instance, 
the  County  Council  with  which  I  have  been 
connected  for  some  years  past  raised  a  loan  of 
£5,000,  and,  although  that  loan  is  not  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  railway,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  roads  and  bridges,  such 
works  are  fully  as  important  to  the  welfare  of 
New  Zealand  as  the  making  of  branch  lines  of 
railway  in  various  parts  of  the  colony. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  about  the  Rinra- 
taka? 

Mr.  BEETHAM.  — That  was  undertaken  as 
a  trunk  line,  and  the  Wairarapa  settlers  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.    Referring  to  that  rail- 
way, why  should  not  those  purchasers  of  land 
who  were  under  the  impression  that  that  rail- 
way would  be  continued  through  from  Master- 
ton  to  Woodville  have  their  interests   consi- 
dered as  well  as  people  in  the  South  ?  '  They 
took  up  their  land  under  the  false  impression 
that  money  would  be  .spent  on    that  exten- 
sion.    And  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the 
Minister  for   Public  Works  that  the   present 
terminus  of  that  railway  is  in  a  blind  gnlly^ 
while,    if  continued  eight   miles   farther  on, 
it  would  save  a  considerable  distance   in  ibe 
through  traffic,  and  would  bring  the  railway  to 
a  very  fair  centre.     There  is  one  point  that 
struck  me  in  connection  with  this  district-rul- 
ways  question.    A  great  many  people  have  ocai- 
sidered  the  advisability  of  selling  the  railways 
of  New  Zealand  to  Home  capitalists  with  the 
view  of  applying  the  proceeds  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  public  debt.     Would  any  syndicate 
or  body  of  capitalists,  in  such  an  event,  be  pre- 
pared to  purchase  our  railways  at  the  original 
cost  of  construction?    Would  they  take  that 
into  consideration  at  all  ?    Most  decidedly  they 
would  do  no  such  thing.    Now,  assuming  that 
arrangements  had  been  made  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill  as  it  passed  this  House,  and 
that  the  railways  had   been  purchsised  at  the 
original  cost  of  construction,  and  that  these 
railways  had  been  included  in  the  railway  sys- 
tem of  New  Zealand,  would  not  the  country, 
in  the  event  of  this  House  in  its  wisdom  under- 
taking the  sale  of  the  railways,  have  been  likely 
to  suffer  a  very  considerable  loss  by  the  refusal 
of  the  purchasers  to  purchase  on  the  same 
basis?    They  would  only  take  the  railways  at 
the  estimated  cash  value  at  the  time  of  sale. 
Next  session  I  consider  it  will  be  our  duty  to 
watch  very  carefully  the  arrangements  that 
may  be  made  by  the  Government  with  these 
companies  during  the  recess.      If  it  shall  be 
proved  incontestably  to  us  that  the  contracts 
have  been  fair  in  the  interests  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  New  Zealand,  and  also  in  the  interests 
of  those  railway  companies  and  ratepayers  who 
certainly  have  assisted  in  developing  New  Zea- 
land by  the  construction  of  those  lines,  I  shall 
be  lound  only  too  happy  to  give  them  my  as- 
sistance in  carrying  out  the  arrangement  to  a 
satisfactory  issue. 
Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.— The  Premier  seems 
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lo  be  in  a  hniry  to  get  this  question  definitely 
tttlled,  and  I  am  also ;  but  I  should  like  it  to 
be  settled  in  just  the  opposite  direction  to  that 
desired  by  the  Premier.  Seeing  that  there  has 
been  a  sort  of  unholy  alliance  entered  into  be- 
tireen  the  two  sides  of  the  House,  under  a  sort 
of  joint-stock  resolution,  I  do  not  propose  to 
«Lter  at  any  great  length  into  the  merits  of  the 
question,  but  will  simply  say  that,  in  my  opin- 
ion, if  this  resolution  is  passed,  every  honour- 
able member  who  comes  to  this  Parliament 
next  session  will  be  bound  to  confirm  the  agree- 
ment which  the  Government  undoubtedly  will 
make  with  each  and  all  of  these  district  rail- 
way companies  for  the  lease  or  purchase  of 
&08e  properties.  That  is  my  firm  opinion,  and 
I  wish  to  put  it  on  record.  To  my  mind  the 
Oovenunent  have  acted  in  a  very  unconstitu- 
tional manner,  and  in  a  way  respecting  which 
I  dare  not  express  what  I  think,  for  fear  you, 
Sir,  should  call  me  to  order  for  using  language 
ffaat  is  too  strong.  To  my  mind  the  Govem- 
nent  have  acted  in  a  highly-improper  manner 
in  forcing  this  Parliament  to  give  an  unwilling 
iuction  to  proposals  the  details  of  which  they 
bafe  carefully  kept  from  this  House.  Over 
mi  over  again  honourable  members  who  are 
not  in  opposition  to  the  Government  have  risen 
in  their  places  and  asked,  demanded,  and  re- 
vested that  full  and  detailed  information  in 
ngard  to  each  of  those  companies  should  be 
^ven  to  the  House  before  we  were  asked  to  pass 
«ther  the  Bailways  Purchasing  Bill  or  these 
lesolutions.  And,  I  ask,  why  has  not  this  infor- 
mtion  been  given  ?  Is  there  anything  wicked, 
h  there  anything  wrong,  in  the  proposals  of  the 
Oorermnent,  that  they  should  secrete  this  in- 
ionnation  from  us?  It  seems  to  me  there  must 
be  something  which  they  do  not  wish  either  the 
House  or  the  public  to  know  before  they  got 
the  power  to  deal  with  those  railways.  A  great 
^eal  has  been  said  about  the  unfortunate  rate- 
payer in  reference  to  the  rates  he  is  subject  to 
pay  under  the  existing  law.  I  maintain  that 
ihe  ratepayer  has  been  made  the  stalking-horse 
by  the  shareholders  ;  and  it  is  not  the  relief  of 
the  ratepayers  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  is 
to  amdous  to  give  effect  to,  but  the  relief  of  the 
ihareholders,  who  have  got  into  great  financial 
difficulties  owing  to  their  endeavours  to  in- 
eiease  the  value  of  their  own  properties  at  the 
eost  of  the  ratepayers,  and  now  at  the  cost  of 
I  the  colony.  And  I  ask,  in  all  justice  and  fair- 
!  Aess,  what  right  has  this  House  to  saddle  upon 
the  ratepayers  generally  of  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand  a  sum  of  not  less  than  £600,000,  ex- 
fended  for  the  special  benefit  of  a  few  favoured 
localities?  It  seems  to  me  highly  improper,  to 
eay  the  least  of  it.  We  have  no  information. 
Over  and  over  again  we  have  requested  that 
this  information  should  be  given,  and  we  have 
iwt  been  successful  in  obtaining  it.  Tlie 
hononrable  member  for  Ashburton  went  on  to 
paint  a  very  dreadful  picture  of  the  ratepayers 
witii  regard  to  the  Bakaia- Ashburton  Forks 
Railway.  That  railway  was  not  made,  I  p?e- 
snioe,  without  the  consent  of  the  ratepayers ; 
«nd,  if  they  agreed  to  purchase  or  lease  lands 
bnowing  the  responsibilities  and  liabilities  to 


which  they  were  subject,  surely  it  is  no  argu- 
ment to  come  here  and  tell  us  they  have  made 
an  extremely  bad  bargain,  and  we  must  remove 
the  burden  from  them  on  to  people  perfectly 
innocent  altogether.  These  railways  are  not 
going  to  be,  apparently,  a  remunerative  specu- 
lation at  all.  The  only  information  that  we 
have  goes  to  prove  that  the  more  the  railways 
are  worked  the  less  they  will  pay,  and  it  seems 
to  me  extremely  improper  that  we  should  be 
forced  to  purchase  them.  There  is  no  doubt  in 
my  mind,  and  in  the  minds  of  most  honourable 
gentlemen  who  do  not  view  this  subject  from  a 
prejudiced  or  personal  point  of  view,  that  those 
railways  were  made  for  the  one  express  purpose 
of  increasing  the  value  of  the  estates  to  which 
they  were  made ;  and,  because  they  have  not 
been  successful,  the  country  is  now  called  upon 
to  pass  this  resolution,  which  I  can  only  stig- 
matize as  highly  improper,  and  detrimental 
to  the  best  interests  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
people  of  New  Zealand.     . 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— I  wish  to  ask  the 
Premier  a  question  about  the  deferred-payment 
settlers  on  the  Kurow  -  Duntroon  line.  His 
information  is  multifarious.  He  knows  some- 
thing about  everything;  ajid  no  doubt  he  is 
perfectly  aware  of  the  present  position  of  the 
Duntroon -Kurow  Block.  Will  he  tell  the 
House  how  many  deferred-payment  settlors  bid 
above  the  cash  price  put  upon  it  by  the  Govern- 
ment, what  these  prices  were,  how  they  differed 
from  the  cash  payment,  and  how  they  differed 
from  the  amount  that  was  paid,  before  this 
agreement  was  made,  for  land  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  ? 

Mr.  STOUT. — The  honourable  gentleman  was 
Minister  of  Lands  at  the  time,  and  I  hope  he 
has  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  department  to 
obtain  the  information  without  my  aid. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Oh,  yes ;  but  I  do  not 
think  the  Government  sitting  on  those  benches 
is  entitled,  when  asked  for  information  on  an 
important  matter  of  this  kind,  to  treat  the 
House  in  that  way. 

An  Hon.  Member. — Give  notice. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— There  is  no  use  in  doing 
that.  I  have  some  information .  about  this 
matter.  More,  I  know,  can  be  got  by  hunting' 
up  Gazettes i  and  by  a  great  deal  of  work.  It  is 
for  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  those  benclies 
to  give  the  House  information  on  these  subjects. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Give  notice,  and  I  will  have  it 
for  you  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— To-morrow  will  be  too 
late.  Sections  7  and  8  went  at  £3  and  £1  10s. 
respectively.  That  was  the  upset  price.  There 
was  no  advance  upon  it.  Cash  Sections  4,  5, 
and  6  were  sold  at  £1 — half  the  price  that  any 
quantity  of  land  has  been  sold  at  just  on  tho 
other  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Shingle. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Very  good  land. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — I  know  what  it  is.  I  have 
been  there. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.— Section  10  brought  £3 ; 
Section  11,  £1  Is.  —  all  at  the  upset  price; 
and  a  very  considerable  number  of  sections  went 
in  the  same  way,  until  you  come  to  Block  III. 
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We  are  asked  to  take  over  the  Duntroon- 
Hakateramea  Bailway  in  the  interests  of  the 
deferred-payment  settlers,  and  it  is  very  much 
a  question  what  the  interests  of  these  people 
are,  and  whether  they  were  induced  to  go  to 
great  cost  in  purchasing  land  on  a.ccount  of  the 
railway.  I  come  to  Block  III.  I  asked  for  in- 
formation about  it,  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  not  supply  it.  I  am  very  much 
pleased  to  see  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
regards  this  side  of  the  House  as  being  the  re- 
pository of  much  more  accurate  information 
than  the  Government  themselves  possess.  We 
are  continually  treated  as  if  we  were  the  Go- 
vernment and  they  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — Let  me  give  the  honourable 
gentleman,  the  late  Minister  of  Lands,  a  little 
bit  of  advice.  For  the  benefit  of  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  opposite,  and  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  in  particular,  I  will  tell 
him  that  these  upset  prices  were  obtained,  as  I 
call  it,  fraudulently,  and  I  will  state  why.  He 
showed  this  railway  right  through  the  sections 
on  the  plan.  He  drew  out  a  long  advertise- 
ment, and  had  it  inserted  in  the  Oamaru  news- 
papers, stating  that  hero  was  this  famous  block 
of  land  with  a  railway  running  straight  through 
the  centre :  not  a  word  to  say  it  was  a  district 
railway,  and  not  one  word  to  say  that  they 
would  bo  taxed  for  the  making  of  tbat  railway 
if  the  rates  of  railway  charges  did  not  pay  7 
per  cent,  on  construction.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  they  would  have  a  railway  right  to  their 
doors.  These  upset  prices  were  obtained  by 
false  pretences.  That  is  what  the  honour- 
able member  for  Geraldine  did  to  these  de- 
ferred-payment settlers.  Some  of  the  land  is 
level,  as  fiat  as  the  .floor  of  this  House,  and  the 
soil  is  good ;  some  of  it  is  hilly ;  and  some  of 
it  is  shingle.  There  are  not  two  sections  of 
equal  value.  Some  was  bought  at  £10.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  inducement  was  held 
out  that  a  man  would  give  £10  for  a  large 
section,  about  thirty-f;ve  miles  from  a  market, 
if  it  was  not  the  inducement,  of  this  railway 
right  through  it. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Only  one  section  went 
at  that  rate. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — I  am  glad  the  honourable 
gentleman  acknowledges  that  there  was  one,  at 
any  rate. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— It  was  bought  by  one  of 
the  promoters  of  this  railway,  Mr.  Campbell, 
of  Otakaika. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. —  I  beg  to  differ  from  the 
honourable  gentleman.  It  was  another  gentle- 
man who  bought  the  section.  The  honourable 
gentleman  behaved  far  better  to  Mr.  Campbell 
than  he  did  to  the  deferred-payment  settlers : 
he  allowed  him  to  occupy  this  section  for  a 
long  time,  and  crop  it,  without  paying  any  rent. 
At  last  it  was  put  up  for  sale,  and  dOs.  per 
acre  added  for  improvements — to  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Campbell — and  the  Government  sold  it  to 
another  gentleman  altogether.  I  have  been 
often  on  the  land.  I  could  tell  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  a  great  deal  more,  but  I 
think  I  have  said  quite  sufficient,  as  I  do  not 
want  to  delay  the  House. 
Mr.  BollesUm  . 


Mr.  BARRON.— I  wish  to  sajmlemant  soma 
information  given  to  the  House  uiis  afteEDOcnL 
in  connection  with  these  district  zailwayB. 
The  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  gave  to  tba 
House  some  figures  which  the  Premier  did  not 
seem  to  consider  were  veiy  faiiiy  stated.  My 
honourable  friend  said  that  the  total  lateabW 
value  of  the  district  through  which  the  Waim^a. 
Plains  Railway  ran  was  £28,469,  and  tha;b  the 
rate  would  yield  £4,744,  of  which  amount  tho 
Agricultural  Company  would  pay  £3,003,  leaviiig 
£1,741  to  be  paid  by  471  ratepayers.  Mj 
honourable  friend  went  on  to  say  that  213  at 
those  ratepayers  were  rated  at  under  20b. 
Well,  Sir,  the  Premier  pointed  out  that  tha^ 
was  rather  an  unfair  way  of  stating  these 
figures,  and  that  the  large  number  of  rate- 
payers  unaccounted  for  ought  to  be  referred 
to,  and  the  amount  of  rates  which  they  wei»^ 
to  pay.  I  have  endeavoured  to  discover  botd» 
more  figures  bearing  on  this  question,  and  I 
find  there  are  only  thirty  of  the  remaining  258- 
ratcpayers  rated  at  over  £10.  Of  these,  twel^a 
pay  £10  and  under  £15;  nine  pay  £15  and 
under  £20 ;  four,  £20  and  under  £30 ;  two,  £X^ 
and  under  £40  ;  one,  £132  ;  one,  £325  ;  and 
the  Agriculturai  Company,  as  before  stated^ 
£8,003.  So  that  we  find  that,  of  all  these  rate- 
payers unaccounted  for  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Akaroa,  228  are  rated  between  £1 
and  £10,  and  there  are  only  thirty  who  ai» 
rated  at  over  £10,  and  that  very  few  ot 
these  are  rated  at  an  amount  they  can  Ib^ 
to  be  pressing  upon  them  very  heavily.  Thesa 
is  another  circumstance  in  connection  with 
the  district  railways,  which  it  is  well  again  to- 
urge  on  the  House,  though  honourable  mem- 
bers know  it.  The  Government  has'  the  rigl^ 
to  purchase  after  seven  years  from  the  date  o£ 
construction,  and  both  local  rates  and  Govern- 
ment guarantee  cease  in  a  few  years.  So  that*. 
if  we  leave  the  matter  alone,  our  right  to  pur- 
chase and  the  relief  of  the  ratepayers  under  tha 
Act  will  very  soon  arise,  and  the  proposals  that 
the  Government  now  asks  the  House  to  assent- 
to  are  really  no  more  favourable  than  the  terma 
under  the  right  of  purchase  as  laid  down  onder 
the  Act.  The  ratepayers  have  only  a  fewyeaia 
to  suiler;  it  has  been  shown  that  the  burden 
is  not  permanent,  as  the  Government  propose 
to  make  it,  and  is  not  very  great ;  and  I  submit 
that  it  would  be  well  for  the  House  to  leave 
the  whole  matter  alone — to  leave  the  Govern- 
ment to  enter  into  any  such  negotiations  aa 
they  may  think  fit  without  any  direction  or 
approval  of  the  House ;  and,  if  they  find  that 
any  overtures  are  made  by  the  companies 
which  would  place  the  colony  in  a  favourable 
position  by  the  purchase  of  these  lines,  then 
there  will  be  no  difiiculty  in  proving  this  to 
the  House,  and  if  it  is  a  good  bargain  for  the 
country  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  taking. 
advantage  of  it.  I  shall  vote  against  the  pro- 
posal, as  I  prefer  to  leave  the  matter  entirely 
open  as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN. — I  was  very  much  aston- 
ished when  I  heard  the  Government  give  nosioe 
of  the  resolution  now  before  the  House.  I  do* 
not  profess  to  be  ^o  thoroughly  well  up  in  < 
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stilntional  points  as  some  of  the  honourable 
Bifimbeis  who  have  debated  the  resolution  £rom 
Uiis point  of  view;  but  it  appeared  to  mo  a  very 
otraoidinaiy  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Govemment  to  attempt  in  this  House  to  set 
aside  the  decision  of  this  Parliament  in  such 
ft  barefaced  manner.  I  opposed  the  passage 
of  tiie  Bill  through  this  House,  and  I  gave,  as 
well  as  I  was  able,  my  reasons  for  doing  so. 
I  Itold,  .as  other  honourable  gentlemen  have 
done,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Govemment 
to  place  information  before  the  members  of 
this  House,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  Bill  upon  its  merits.  Piecemeal 
oionnation  has  come  to  us  from  various  mem- 
I16E8  of  this  House — amongst  others,  from  the 
honoarable  member  for  Akaroa ;  and,  from  the 
flgmres  he  gave,  I  must  say  that  the  position 
vhich  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  taken  up 
ynih  regard  to  this  Bill  seems  a  most  extraor- 
fsaaj  one.  In  another  place  an  honourable 
flBntieman  was  prevented  from  voting  because 
la  was  held  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  to  be 
-peoonally  and  pecuniarily  interested.  I  would 
aak  yon,  Mr.  Hamlin,  whether  the  Colonial 
Tnasurer  would  be  in  a  different  position  from 
tttt  honourable  gentleman  I  have  mentioned. 
I  vmld  ask  whether  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
bong  pecuniarily  interested,  is  any  more  in 
a  position  to  vote  than  was  that  honom^able 
gnfcleman  in  another  place.  But,  to  go  on 
with  my  remarks,  the  country  is  called  upon 
to  pay  from  £600,000  to  £1,000,000  for  the 
meeial  benefit  of  a  section  of  people  about 
wbom  we  have  got  no  information  whatever. 
On  behalf  of  my  constituents,  and  as  a  rcpre- 
tentative  of  the  colony,  I  enter  my  protest 
igaiiist  this  in.  the  strongest  possible  manner. 
%i  Govemment  have  offered  no  substantial 
defence  whatever  for  withholding  the  informa- 
to.in  their  i>ossession.  I  am  not  in  posses- 
son  of  such  information  as  enables  me  to  vote 
intelligently  on  this  question.  The  ratepayers 
■ay  be  suffering  ver>'  great  injustice  under 
the  District  Railways  Act ;  but  I  want  to  see 
ftat  it  is  so,  before  I  assume  the  fact  to  be 
proved.  It  has  been  said  by  a  good  many 
ttHumrable  members  in  this  House  that  the 
■Ureholders  in  these  railways  are,  for  the 
greater  part,  the  ratepayers  ;  but  there  are  very 
few  cases  indeed  where  any  ratepayers  are 
aggrieved,  or  where  any  ratepayer  is  paying 
anything  he  was  not  aware  of  when  he  voted 
I  kt  the  bringing  into  force  of  the  District  Kail- 
vays  Act  in  his  particular  locality.  Nothing 
haa  come  from  the  Govemment  benches  to 
prove  that  this  is  so  to  any  great  extent.  We 
have  no  Usts,  and  no  definite  information  at  all. 
I^n,  again,  in  the  valuation  they  proposed  to 
this  House,  no  difference  whatever  was  made, 
whether  good  judgment  had  been  shown  origin- 
*Uy  in  the  selection  of  the  lines  of  railway 
—whether,  in  fact,  the  railway  was  or  was 
not  made  in  the  interests  of  a  few  promoters 
who  reaped  the  wa^es  of  promoters  and  then 
washed  their  hands  of  the  whole  thing.  There 
waa  no  attempt  made  to  show  that  we  were 
phig  to  pay  a  oonomercial  valuation  for  these 
™w.    Aa  it  was  well  put  by  the  honourable 


member  for  Wairarapa  North,  if  the  colony 
was  going  to  sell  these  railways  afterwards  we 
should  be  treated  ver>'  differently  from  the  way 
it  is  proposed  to  treat  the  shfiureholders  of  these 
district  railways.  The  same  honourable  gentle- 
man alluded  to  the  position  of  the  ratepayers 
in  the  district  which  he  represents.  I  would 
go  a  little  further  and  would  say  this :  that 
all  over  the  colony  there  are  large  numbers  of 
ratepayers  liable  for  rates  under  the  Heads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act.  When  that  mea- 
sure was  before  this  House  it  was  openly  stated 
by  a  groat  many  honourable  members  during 
the  debates  upon  it  that  the  75  per  cent,  given 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  main  roads  would 
practically  be  a  gift  to  those  whose  land  these 
main  roads  benefited;  and  that,  after  a  few 
years  more  or  less,  pressure  would  be  brought  to 
bear  on  the  Government  to  remit  the  amounts- 
owing  by  these  ratepayers.  The  indebtedness 
extends,  in  the  case  of  main  roads,  for  a  period 
of  ten  years,  and,  in  the  case  of  district  roads, 
for  a  period  of  fifteen  years ;  and  the  liability  of 
these  ratepayers  now  to  the  Govemment  will 
amount  to  a  very  large  sum.  What  ore  we 
doing,  in  what  we  propose  to  do  in  regard  to  the: 
district  railways  ?  Why,  we  are  inviting  these 
ratepayers  to  follow  the  example  which  the 
Govemment  sets  the  House.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  about  that;  and  honourable  members 
must  not  be  surprised  if  in  a  short  time  we  find 
these  ratepayers  coming  before  this  House  and 
asking  for  relief.  I  have  no  wish  whatever  to- 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  but  I  want,  upon 
this  occasion,  as  on  the  occasion  when  the  Bill 
was  previously  before  us,  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  Govemment.  I 
consider  that  the  question  has  been  brought 
before  honourable  members  in  a  very  unfair 
way  indeed,  and  that  we  are  asked  to  vote  upon 
next  to  no  information. 

Original  motion  negatived. 
■  Mr.  BRYCE. — I  am  only  rising  now  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  Premier  whether  he  will 
undertake  to  obtain  detailed  information  with 
regard  to  these  lines  and  lay  it  before  Parlia- 
ment before  asking  it  to  ratify  the  agreements 
made. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Certainly  that  will  be  done. 
Most  certainly,  I  apprehend,  before  Parliament 
is  asked  to  ratify  the  contract,  it  will  have 
all  the  information  that  we  can  get. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART.— May  I  ask  the  Hon.. 
the  Premier  whether  it  is  intended  to  merely 
lease  the  lines,  or  to  purchase  them  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.— We  prefer  leasing  them.  That 
is  the  reason  we  changed  the  word  "  purchase  " 
to  "  acquisition." 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  understood  the  Premier 
agreed  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  East  to  insert  the 
word  "approval"  for  "ratification"  in  the 
motion. 

Mr.  STOUT. — I  agreed  to  accept  the  amend- 
ment if  the  honourable  gentleman  wished  to 
move  it.  I  had  no  power  to  alter  the  resolu- 
tion, except  with  the  leave  of  the  House  ;  but  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  word   "approval** 
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being  mserted)  if  the  Committee  allow  me  to 
put  it  in. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — ^A  great  deal  of  information 
has  been  given  to  us  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa  and  the  honourable  member  for 
'Gaversbam,  and  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Taranaki,  and  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind 
that  this  resolution  will  simply  be  the  means 
of  involving  the  colony  hereafter  in  trouble  and 
in  difficulty.  I  think  it  wrong  to  shift  from 
the  shoulders  of  a  company  the  payment  of 
rates  and  to  entail  that  groat  debt  upon  the 
whole  colony.  The  debt  which  it  is  proposed 
should  be  incurred  amounts  to  £1  48.  per  head 
on  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  New  Zea- 
land. It  may  reach  £2  a  head  or  more.  The 
argument  is  that  we  are  to  relieve  the  rate- 
payers ;  but  I  find,  in  the  case  of  the  Waimea 
'Estate,  the  New  Zealand  Agricultural  Com- 
pany undertakes  to  indemnify  all  future  pur- 
chasers against  the  payment  of  claims  for 
district  railway  rates,  and  the  burden  of  this 
is  now  to  be  shifted  from  the  company  whose 
property  has  been  made  so  valuable  by  the 
railway  on  to  the  people  of  New  Zealand, 
•who  will  have  to  be  taxed  to  make  up  this 
amount  for  the  company.  I  object  to  that. 
'To  me  it  seems  perfect  cruelty.  Looking  to 
distant  parts  of  the  colony,  and  looking  to 
persons  I  know  in  my  immediate  vicinity, 
■I  find  farmers  who  have  struggled  on  for  a 
great  many  years  without  any  chance  of  having 
a  railway,  and  who  are  just  beginning  to 
emerge  into  a  state  of  independence,  but  not  of 
•comfort ;  and  I  think  it  will  be  cruel  to  burden 
them  with  a  payment  of  this  kind  without 
their  being  consulted.  I  think,  as  the  company 
«hoso  to  indemnify  these  people  against  these 
railway  rates,  and  to  put  forward  this  adver- 
tisement as  an  inducement  to  them  to  pur- 
chase, we  have  no  right  to  attack  the  rest  of 
the  population  to  make  the  matter  good  ;  and 
J  will  therefore  move  no  amendment,  and  in  no 
way  recognize  the  transaction. 
The  Coiamittee  divided. 


Atkinson 

Ballance 

Beetham 

Bevan 

B.-Bradshaw 

Brown 

3ruce 

Buckland,  J.  C. 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dargaville 

Duncan 

Fergus 

Pitzherbert 

Fraser 

Grigg 

Guinness 


Ayes,  49. 
Harper 
Hatch 
Hirst,  H. 
Hobbs 
Holmes 
Joyce 
Liance 
Lamach 
Locke 

Mackenzie,  M. 
McMillan 
Moat 

O'Callaghan 
0*Conor 
Ormond 
Pyke 
Bichardson,  E. 


Ross 

Samuel 

Seddon 

Shephard 

Smith 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Stout 

Sutter 

Tole 

Tumbull 

Vogel 

Whyte,  J.  B. 

Tellet's. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Walker. 


Noes,  24. 
Allwright  Buckland,W.P.  Pulton 

Barron  ConoUy  Grey 

Bryce  Dodson  Hakuene 

Mr.  Stout 


Lake 

Menteath 

Montgomery 

Moss 

Newman 

Pearson 


Reese 
RoUeston 
Russell 
Shrimski 
Te  Ao 


Thompton,  T. 
Thomson,  J.  W« 

TeUm, 
Buchaxum 
Trimble. 


For. 
Coster 
Garrick 
Gore 

Macandrew 
Morris. 


Paibs. 


Against. 
Johnston 
Macarthur 
Hurst,  W.  J. 
Hnrsthouse 
Gillies. 


Majority  for,  25. 

Resolution  agreed  to,  reported  to  the  Hom^ 
and  read  a  second  time. 

On   the  question.   That   the   resolntion  bi 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  WAKEPIELD  said,  — Sir,  mvd 
honourable  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  thi 
debate  which  has  taken  place  in  Conunittei 
have  expressed  their  individual  views  of  whij 
the  effect  of  this  resolution  is,  and  I  thial 
that  they  have  taken  a  course  which  was  oan 
venient  to  themselves  certainly,  and  whicl 
may  be  very  useful  next  session ;  but  I  hiM 
delayed  until  this  period  in  taking  that  coonoi.' 
I  may  say  that  my  view  of  the  resolution  ^ 
tinctly  is  that  it  binds  this  House  to  nothivf 
whatever,  but  that  it  simply  conveys  enedr 
what  the  words  themselves  express ;  and  I  hoN 
that  it  will  behove  the  Government,  in  anjdeil- 
ings  they  may  have  with  these  companitt,  to  j 
bear  in  mind  that  the  Parliament  will  be  abn- 
lutely  free  next  session  to  deal  with  the  sabjeok 
precisely  as  it  may  seem  fit  to  them  when  tuf . 
have  the  agreement  and  the  whole  infonift^. 
tion  before  them.  I  think  that  the  Honse  hii^ 
come  to  the  decision  it  has  to-night  makif 
because  there  was  not  time  during  the  prKeni 
session  to  give  to  the  subject  the  oonsidentioft 
it  demanded  without  preventing  it  being  dealt 
with  at  all  this  session.  The  Colonial  Tret- 
surer  has  assured  the  House  that  it  was  a,, 
matter  of  the  most  urgent  importance  thai 
this  subject  should  be  d^t  with  this  sessicm^ 
that  it  should  not  be  allowed  to  stand  over  the 
recess  in  an  unsettled  condition — and  on  thai 
assurance,  I  take  it,  the  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  has  agreed  to  the  resolution.  Bnt  for 
that  assurance,  and  for  the  very  late  peiiod 
of  the  session  at  which  the  proposal  has  beei 
brought  forward,  I  take  it  the  House  wouM 
not  have  consented  to  take  any  step  what- 
ever with  regard  to  this  question  untu  it  had 
before  it  every  possible  piece  of  infonnatioa 
required  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject.  In 
other  words,  the  House  would  probably  have 
referred  the  matter  to  a  Select  Committee, 
to  gather  all  the  information  that  could  be 
gathered.  I  understand  it  is  the  feeling  of 
the  House  that  something  should  be  done 
with  a  view  to  legislation  next  session,  becaoae 
there  was  no  time,  at  this  period  of  the  sessiottt 
to  investigate  the  matter  in  that  ezhaostiw 
manner  we  could  wish.  We  have  therefore 
allowed  it  to  stand  over  till  next  session,  and 
what  we  have  placed  on  the  Government  the 
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n^onsibOity  of  doing  is  to  prepare  arrange- 
Bente  with  ihe  companies,  and  to  present  those 
anaDgementB  for  ratification  next  year.  The 
Ptemier  has,  I  am  glad  to  say,  given  an  ex- 
|Iicit  assuiance  to  the  House  that  next  yeoir 
jbII  infomiation  will  be  laid  before  Parliament, 
fhat  is  an  -assurance  I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
lam  give,  and  I  have  every  coniidence  that  it 
lill  be  literally  and  completely  fulfilled.  But, 
H  the  Government 'Should  not  give  us  that  in- 
fconation,  I  hold  that  we  shall  still  be  entirely 
fc»  to  get  it  for  ourselves ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
hftt  the  House,  after  the  experience  of  this 
psion,  will  not  aUow  any  step  of  any  kind  to 
p  taken  in  regard  to  these  railways  next  year 
jBitil  the  matter  has  been  probed  to  the  bottom ; 
■fid  1  presume  that  the  probable  course  next 
ieir  ^1  be  to  refer  the  agreements  to  a  Com- 
iBttee,  to  inquire  into  the  whole  matter.  One 
jmou  why  I  think  the  House  may  regard  the 
ttolntion,  which  has  been  carried  by  a  large 
Mjority,  without  apprehension,  is  that  it  will 
^  to  the  country  and  to  honourable  members 
tiofi  to  inquire  into  the  whole  matter,  and  to 
latilate  the  whole  subject  of  the  proposed 
fB^ise  of  the  district  railways.  I  have  no 
dsoH^that  during  the  few  months  which  will 
tia{ft  between  this  time  and  the  next  meet- 
iDf  «f  Parliament  this  will  form  a  subject  of 
pik  inquiry  and  popular  comment  through- 
oa  the  whole  of  New  Zealand,  and,  from  one 
KfiTce  or  another,  all  the  material  facts  with 
Rg&rd  to  the  financial  condition  and  com- 
tticiil  value  of  these  railways  will  be  brought 
<st  and  published  in  the  newspapers,  and  on 
fe  bastings,  when  honourable  gentlemen  go  to 
iJiiGss  their  constituents.  In  that  way  also 
fcaaoiable  gentlemen  will  be  able  to  elicit, 
tiau  has  never  been  elicited  before — ^namely, 

•  feneral  expression  of  public  opinion  on  the 
*i»Ie  subject — so  that  we  shall  be  in  a  much 
^Eto  condition  next  year  to  deal  with  the 
fastion  than  we  have  been  this  session.  Then, 
^the  Government  be  able,  as  the  Premier  has 
•■ored  us  it  will  be  able,  to  lay  before  us  agree- 
KiBits  equitable  as  between  the  companies  and 
jke  colony,  this  House  no  doubt,  having  the 
inbnnation  it  requires,  will  be  able  to  come  to 

*  satisfactory  conclusion.  But,  if  the  reverse 
*^o^  be  the  case,  and  those  arrangements, 
•^  laid  before  us,  should  show  that  the 
•^y  is  being  wronged,  and  that  it  is  pro- 
:l^  to  give  undue  advantages  to  these  com- 
jlj*^  or  to  any  persons  connected  with  them, 
^  I  hold  that  this  House  will  be  quito  at 
werty,  in  all  honour,  to  refuse  to  ratify  those 
inangements,  and  to  leave  the  question  of 
»e  porchaBe  of  the  district  railways  exactly  iu 
^  position  in  which  it  is  at  present.  That 
*Jhe  view  I  take  of  the  resolution,  and  it  is 
•cause  I  take  that  view  tliat  I  do  not  feel 
*iled  upon  to  oppose  it  at  tliis  stage.  I  hope 
'jety  member  of  the  House  will  form  his  own 
Jwjoaent  upon  it,  and  that  we  shall  not  con- 
^^r  ourselves  bound  by  the  opinions  of  one  or 
?*o  who  tell  us  they  consider  this  resolution 
^Ives  the  purchase  of  the  railways  ou  any 
«njsthat  the  Government  may  think  fit.  The 
««Teniinent  have  taken  a  grave  responsibility 


on  themselves,  and,  if  thej  acquit  themselves 
in  a  public  -  spirited  way  in  regard  to  that 
responsibility,  they  will  gain  credit  to  them- 
selves for  having  used  the  authority  intrusted 
to  them  by  the  House  in  a  wise  and  proper 
manner.  But,  if  it  should  be  the  contrary, 
and  there  is  any  indication  of  wrong-doing,, 
which  we  have  no  right  to  assume  will  be  the 
case,  then  the  Government  will  have  to  bear 
the  blame,  and  no  responsibility  will  in  any 
way  rest  upon  this  House. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  cannot  take  the  same  view 
of  what  has  been  done  as  that  taken  by  the- 
honourable  member  for  Selwyn.  If  I  had 
taken  it  I  certainly  should  have  voted  with 
the  Government  on  this  occasion ;  but  I  voted' 
against  them  because  I  consider  that  we  have 
virtually,  to-night,  purchased  these  railways. 
We  may  differ  in  regard  to  the  terms,  but,  in 
asking  the  Government  to  come  to  the  best 
arrangement  they  can  with  a  view  to  the 
acquisition  of  these  lines,  wo  have  certainly 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  that  we  should  acquire - 
thum.  Of  course  we  shall  be  at  liberty,  when 
the  House  meets  again,  to  question  the  terms 
upon  which  the  Government  may  have  agreed;, 
but  I  think  the  vote  to  which  we  have  just 
come  has  practically  settled  the  question.  1 
do  not  see  how  the  House  can  possibly  reopen 
it,  so  far  as  the  acquisition  of  these  lines  is 
concerned.  That  is  the  view  of  the  question 
which  I  take,  and  I  state  it  because,  un- 
doubtedly, if  I  had  thought  it  was  to  remain 
a  perfectly  open  question,  I  should  have  been' 
disposed  to  vote  with  the  Government  on  this 
occasion.  But  I  could  not  so  regard  the  vote,, 
and  therefore  divided  against  them. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  was  going  to  ask  the 
Government  whether  they  propose  to  submit  a* 
similar  resolution  to  the  other  branch  of  the- 
Legislature. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— No,  I  understand  not. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  think  this  is  an  unheard-of 
question.  I  am  not  aware  what  right  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  to  ask  a  questiom 
of  the  Government  as  to  what  their  future 
action  is  to  be. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Of  course  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  quite  entitled  not  to  answer 
it.  If  a  similar  resolution  is  not  brought  before 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  a  very 
great  constitutional  wrong  will  be  done. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON. -.  I  think  so.  We  are- 
coming  to  a  resolution  to  set  aside  the  decisiom 
of  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  By  the 
resolution  brought  down  to  this  House  we  are 
to  suspend  legislative  action,  and  that,  I  sub- 
mit, is  a  most  unconstitutional  position  tO' 
take  up.  W^e  are  not  only  to  make  the  deci- 
sion of  this  branch  of  the  Legislature  go 
against  the  decision  that  has  been  come  to* 
in  the  other  branch,  but  we  are  to  say,  by 
mere  resolution  of  one  House,  that  we  will  stop* 
levying  the  rates — stop  payment  of  the  rates,, 
and  suspend  the  operation  of  an  Act  of  the- 
Legislature ;  and  I  hold  that  is  a  course  that 
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ought  not  to  be  taken.  Now  we  are  told  that 
it  is  not  a  question  of  purchasing  the  rail- 
ways, but  of  leasing — that  the  Government  in- 
tend to  give  effect  to  their  original  intention 
as  to  leasing  the  railways.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  decision  this  House  has  come  to  will 
be  regretted  in  future  by  the  House  —  that  it 
will  be  oriticised  veiy  strongly,  not  only  in  New 
Zealand  but  out  of  New  Zealand,  as  a  most 
»improper  procedure.  As  an  old  member  of  this 
House,  I  have  watched  this  proceeding  with  very 
^reat  pain,  because  1  believe  we  are  creating  a 
very  bad  precedent,  and  going  against  all  con- 
stitutional propriety.  I  liave  raised  my  voice, 
and  have  done  my  best  to  prevent  this  wrong 
being  done,  and  I  can  do  no  more. 

Sir  G. 'GREY. — I  wish  to  say  that  I  differ 
jfroni  some  of  the  views  I  have  heard  expressed 
to-night  in  reference  to  the  result  of  what  we 
are  doing.  !My  belief  is  that  of  those  gentle- 
men v;ho  state  that  we  are  about  really  to  entail 
on  the  House  the  necessity  of  purchasing  these 
.railways.  I  believe  that  must  be  the  necessar>- 
result  of  the  resolution  that  has  been  passed; 
or,  at  all  events,  it  will  be  a  miracle  if  we 
escape  from  such  a  catastrophe.  I  bepj  the 
House  to  recollect  that,  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
of  many  members,  the  Bill  was  passed  through 
^his  House,  and  it  went  to  another  Chamber, 
and  that  other  Chamber  rejected  it.  And  I 
confess  that  I  felt  a  gladness  I  can  hardly  de- 
scribe in  believing?  that  a  power  had  arisen 
which  could  save  the  poor  of  this  country-  from 
.additional  taxation  of  the  moi^t  objectionable 
kind;  and  1  was  in  hope  the  danger  would  be 
escaped,  at  all  events  for  this  session.  We 
forget  that,  where  the  wealthy  make  a  loss,  it 
•will  upon  all  occasions  fall  upon  the  poor  to 
pay  for  that  loss;  and  that  is  what  has  been 
done  in  this  instance.  Certain  gentlemen  in 
this  country,  to  improve  their  property,  to  give 
a  vn,lue  to  their  lands,  formed  themselves  into 
companies.  With  that  object  they  constructed 
■these  railways,  and  a  heavy  loss  has  been  en- 
tailed upon  them  for  the  railways;  yet  tht*y 
have  greatly  increased  the  value  of  their  pro- 
perties. It  is  admitted  that,  in  two  of  the 
-cases,  they  cannot  pay  interest  on  the  public 
money  they  have  borrowed  from  this  colony  to 
•construct  these  railways — that  the  Insurance 
Fimd  has,  in  that  respect,  been  endangered. 
We  were  told  that  they  could  not  pay  the  in- 
'terest  upon  the  money  borrowed  from  the  (to- 
vernment  Insurance  Department  of  the  colony, 
the  funds  of  which  were  deposited  to  afford  the 
2neaJis  of  paying  the  policies  of  insurance  when 
they  became  due — when  they  fell  in,  in  fact. 
A  great  loss  has  been  made  by  the  rich  in 
making  these  railways,  and  a  Bill  was  forced 
through  this  House  to  indemnify  them  by 
compelling  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in 
the  colony  to  eontril'Ute  to  pay  the  losses 
they  had  incurred.  Honourable  gentlemen 
will  sec  that,  that  being  the  case,  the  pa}^- 
ment  falls  u])on  the  poor.  The  rich  will  pay 
through  Customs  duties  no  more  than  the 
poor  will  pay.  The  rich  are  determined  to 
save  themselves  by  compelling  the  poor  to 
pay  the  money  which  is  to  indemnify  those 
ifr.  Bo"cstoii 


gentlemen  who  speculated  to  improve  thd 
own  property.  It  proves  that  one  great  evj 
exists — two  evils,  I  may  say.  There  is  tb 
evil  of  Death,  because  Death  dogs  us  all  ftoxi 
the  cradle  to  the  grave  —  the  great  hunter  a 
last  strikes  us  all,  the  mighty  and  the  hmnbl 
alike ;  but  the  poor  have  this  additional  \m 
den  laid  upon  them  in  life :  that  the  paymen 
of  the  losses  of  the  rich  —  losses  which  the 
cannot  escape — dogs  them  from  the  cradle  ti 
the  grave.  Every  week,  every  month,  ever 
year  of  their  lives,  at  each  meal,  wheneve 
they  sit  over  their  fire,  they  are  rendered  les 
comfortable  by  their  having  to  contribute  t 
the  payment  of  this  debt.  I  cannot  feel  otha 
wise  than  sorrowful  that  Parliament  should  leu 
itself  to  an  act  of  this  kind,  which  must  biiQ 
misery  on  the  poor. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — It  is  necessary  for  me  t 
say  a  few  words  on  the  question  of  the  undei 
standing  that  exists  concerning  this  resolution] 
The  honourable  member  for  Selwyn  €poke ;  h 
gave  us  a  sort  of  lecture ;  he  endeavoured  t 
in\press  upon  us  what  the  House  regarded  a 
the  meaning  of  the  resolution — what  fiie  Hoiw 
could  do  next  session.  He  indulged  very  freel; 
in  the  use  of  the  words  "we"  and  "us." 
I  am  not  aware  what  right  the  honourabl 
gentleman  has  to  use  these  words.  I  am  noi 
aware  that  he  speaks  for  any  single  hamaz 
creature  but  himself,  or  that  he  has  the  righl 
to  do  so.  I  presume  he  uses  them  more  in 
an  editorial  sense  than  as  a  member  of  this 
House.  I  would  say  to  him  that  I  do  net 
understand  that  the  Government  have  an^ 
understanding  whatever  with  him  on  this  sub 
ject.  We  look  upon  the  honourable  membe 
for  Egmont  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
and  we  have  an  understanding  with  hun  on  th< 
subject,  which  I  do  not  think  is  likely  to  b 
misunderstood.  In  order  that  there  may  b 
no  misunderstanding  on  this  subject,  I  will  saj 
this :  When  the  question  was  brought  dowi 
this  afternoon  the  understanding  the  Govoti 
ment  came  to  with  the  leader  of  the  Oppositid 
was  this :  that,  the  question  in  one  aspec 
having  been  disposed  of,  and  not  requirin] 
to  be  dealt  with  this  session,  the  Govemmen 
was  asked  by  the  House  to  make  arrange 
ments  for  acquiring  the  railways  during  th 
recess  upon  the  best  terms  they  could,  subjec 
to  the  ratification  of  the  House,  the  undei 
standing  being  that  the  Government  were  t 
use  their  utmost  efforts  to  obtain  the  met 
favourable  terms,  and  the  responsibility  bein 
thrown  upon  the  Government  of  securing  sue! 
terms  as  in  their  belief  will  be  acceptable  t 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  next  session.  Tha 
responsibility  rests  with  the  Government— th 
responsibility  of  making  such  arrangements  a 
to  the  best  of  their  belief  will  be  acceptable  t 
both  Houses.  They  will  do  so  on  their  o^ 
responsibility,  and  in  the  belief  or  certaint 
that  the  arrangements  they  make  are  such  a 
would  command  the  support  of  the  majority  o 
both  Houses.  I  think  the  honourable  membe 
for  Egmont  will  admit  that  I  have  correctl; 
described  what  was  the  understanding  th* 
afternoon.     As  regards  the  constitutional  ques 
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iion  which  the  honourable  member  for  Geral- 
•dine  has  raised,  the  foundation  of  the  debate 
was  that  there  was  no  constitutional  question 
to  be  dealt  with,  because  we  were  bringing 

'  down  the  question  in  a  different  aspect.  Had 
there  been  a  constitutional  question  to  be 
azgued,  there  would  have  been  a  great  deal  to 
be  said.  The  Bill  was  thrown  out  in  the 
Upper  House  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a 
money  Bill.  We  contended  that  it  was  not  a 
money  Bill.  If  it  was  a  money  Bill,  it  is  very 
•clear  the  Upper  House  had  not  the  right  to 
throw  it  out.  The  precedents  are  very  clear 
that  the  Upper  House  have  not  the  right  to 
throw  out  money  Bills.  That  is  established  by 
a  distinct  resolution  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Supposing  it  was  not  a  money  Bill,  the  Upper 
House  had  the  indubitable  right  to  throw  it  out. 
The  Upper  House  cannot  view  this  resolution 
fts  an  attack  upon  its  privileges.  Although  we 
a£nn  that  action  is  to  be  taken  during  the 
recess,  but  not  necessarily  upon  the  lines  of 
the  Bill  that  has  been  rejected,  such  action  is 
to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  both  Houses. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  resolution  conflicting 
with  the  privileges  of  the  Upper  Chamber. 
Sir,  it  takes  two  to  make  a  quarrel,  and  we  do 
not  want  to  quarrel  with  the  Upper  House. 

■  What  I  am  about  to  say  will  be  rather  amusing 
to  honourable  members.  We  will  suppose 
there  are  three  honourable  gentlemen  in  this 
House  who  have  one  desire  clear  to  their  minds, 
■and  that  is,  to  cast  about  for  some  excuse  to 
ciury  a  hostile  vote  against  the  Government. 
In  pursuit  of  that  object  they  are  not  very 
nice  SIS  to  the  subject  or  the  question,  so  long 
as  it  turns  against  the  Government.  The  Go- 
veimnent,  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
And  thinking  it  necessary  that  the  subject 
should  be  dealt  with  during  the  recess,  put  a 
notice  on  the  Paper  in  the  shape  of  a  resolu- 
tion. Now,  we  will  suppose  that  this  trium- 
'viiate  of  whom  we  are  speaking  have  in  the 
Upper  Chamber  a  triumvirate  idso — a  sort  of 
shadow  of  the  other — and  we  have  them  con- 
stantly conferring  and  considering  how  their 
joint  object  can  be  attained — that  is,  how  the 
tripping-up  of  the  government  is  most  likely  to 
be  secured.  They  say  to  each  other,  "  There !. 
the  Government  have  done  it  now ;  they  have 
pat  this  resolution  on  the  Paper;  they  are 
^oing  to  enter  into  a  fight  with  the  Upper 
House.  The  Government  dare  not  go  to  the 
country  upon  such  a  question — they  dare  not 
face  the  result."  "  Now,  mind  what  you  do," 
say  the  three  gentlemen  in  the  Lower  House ; 
"**  don't  you  give  the  Government  any  excuse  or 
•cause  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of  the  Upper 
House ;  don't  give  them  a  shadow  of  ground 
to  say  that  the  Upper  House  is  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  the  Government ;  let  everything  the 
Government  propose  go  through  as  easily  as 
possible ;  let  us  fight  them  on  the  question  of 
the  district  railways  alone."  These  six  gentle- 
men have  helped  us  to  a  most  happy  result. 
They  have  managed  to  open  for  us  a  path- 
way of  a  most  flowery  and  desirable  descrip- 
tion. Our  policy  measures  have  gone  through 
as  easily  as  possible.    The  three  gentlemen  in 


the  Council  have  assisted  to  pass  the  Govern- 
ment measures  there,  so  as  to  give  no  excuse 
for  the  supposition  that  they  were  hostile  to 
the  Government ;  otherwise  it  is  possible  that 
those  three  gentlemen  would  have  given  us  a 
great  deal  of  trouble.  But,  instead  of  that,  as 
I  have  said,  the  Upper  House  has  been  most 
agreeable,  most  kind;  everything  there  has 
passed  with  the  greatest  amount  of  ease. 
When  it  came,  however,  to  considering  this 
resolution,  the  three  gentlemen  are  dismayed 
that  there  is  nothing  to  fight  about  in  the 
shape  we  have  brought  it  on.  The  leader  of 
the  Opposition  was  satisfied,  the  resolution  was 
discussed  in  the  most  amicable  manner,  an 
agreement  was  arrived  at,  and  the  business  of 
the  session  has  really  progressed  in  a  manner 
which  we  could  not  have  anticipated  ten  days 
ago;  and  wo  are  able  now  to  join,  with  the  six 
honourable  gentlemen  to  whom  I  have  referred, 
not  only  in  admiring  the  conduct  of  the  Upper 
House,  but  in  agreeing  that  it  is  a  most  valu- 
able part  of  the  Constitution.  I  do  not  propose 
to  say  any  more  in  reference  to  the  resolu- 
tions, except  that  we  shall  do  our  utmost  to 
discharge  faithfully  the  responsibility  which 
the  House  has  put  upon  us. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  in  personal  explanation.  The  honourable 
gentleman  has  thought  fit  to  misrepresent  what 
I  said  when  addressing  the  House  just  now. 
What  I  said  was  that,  following  the  course 
pursued  by  several  other  honourable  members, 
I  desired  to  place  on  record  my  view,  as  an 
individual  member,  upon  the  resolutions  which 
were  carried  in  Committee.  I  never  affected 
in  any  ,way  to  speak  for  any  other  member  of 
the  House  than  myself,  and  if  I  used  the  word 
**  we  "  I  used  it  as  every  member  of  this  House 
uses  the  word  when  speaking  of  the  House 
collectively  having  passed  or  otherwise  dealt 
with  resolutions  or  any  other  business.  I  wish 
to  make  this  further  remark :  that,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  continues  to  make  allu- 
sions to  mo  in.  my  private  capacity  or  to  my 
private  affairs,  he  will  find  that  he  has  placed 
himself  in  an  exceedingly  unfortunate  position » 
because  that  is  a  thing  which  we  will  not  per- 
mit him 

Mr.  STOUT.—"  We." 

Mx,  WAKEFIELD.-— Yes ;  other  members  of 
the  House,  and  I,  will  not  permit  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  refer  to  the  private  affairs 
and  reputations  of  members  because  they  hap- 
pen not  to  please  him  when  they  are  perform- 
ing their  duty  and  exercising  their  rights  as 
members  of  the  House.  I  therefore  warn  the 
honourable  gentleman  that,  if 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  think  the  honourable 
member  is  exceeding  the  bounds  of  personal 
explanation,  and  getting  into  a  personal  attack. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Perhaps  you,  Sir,  did 
not  hear  the  extremely  personal  nature  of  the 
allusion  which  the  honourable  gentleman  made. 
What  I  wish  to  say  is,  that  I  have  carefully 
abstained  from  making  any  personal  allusions 
whatever  in  debate,  and  I  think  he  might  ex- 
tend the  same  courtesy  to  me.     However,  if 
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he  persists  in  making  these  constant  personal 
allusions  to  me 

^r.  SPEAKER. — I  cannot  allow  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  proceed,  unless  he  adheres  to 
personal  explanation.  I  gather  that  what  he 
18  now  saying  is  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a 
threat. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— It  is  far  from  my  de- 
sire to  make  a  threat;  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  placed  me  in  a  most  painful 
position,  and  I  want  him  to  understand  that, 
if  he  persists  in  such  conduct 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  — I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  really  exceeding  the  privilege  of 
personal  explanation  which  he  claimed,  and 
which  I  was  willing  to  extend  to  him ;  but 
ho  must  not  take  advantage  of  it  to  make  an 
attack  upon  another  honourable  member. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  submit  most  respect- 
fully to  your  ruling.  I  had  no  intention  what- 
ever of  reflecting  upon  any  other  honourable 
member.  I  only  desired  to  protect  myself 
from  what  I  thought  the  exceedingly  unwise 
and  unfair  course  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  adopted  of  constantly  making  offensive 
personal  allusions  to  my  private  afiairs,  and  I 
wished  to  point  out  that  it  placed  me  in  an 
exceedingly  painful  position,  and  that  relations 
between  the  honourable  gentleman  and  myself 
would  be  rendered  extremely  embarrassing 
Hhould  he  persist  in  a*  course  so  unusual  and 
80  unparliamentary. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Whilst  accepting  the  as- 
surance of  the  honourable  gentleman  that  he 
was  speaking  simply  for  himself,  and  not  in  a 
representative  character,  I  must  say  that  every 
allusion  in  his  speech  was  calculated  to  give 
the  impression  that  he  spoke  not  merely  on 
behalf  of  himself,  but  also  for  other  honour- 
able members.  With  regard  to  the  honourable 
member's  threat,  I  am  willing  to  have  it  out 
with  the  honourable  gentleman  at  any  time 
he  likes.  I  have  during  the  greater  part  of 
my  life  been  connected  with  the  Press,  I  have 
been  a  journalist  in  all  positions,  and  I  know 
very  well  the  privileges  to  which  its  members 
are  entitled;  but  I  am  sure  it  would  not  be 
tolerated  by  the  great  family  of  the  Press  that 
any  one  should  come  into  this  House,  mix 
with  members  as  one  of  themselves,  and  at  the 
Kame  time  use  his  position  in  the  Press 

Ur.  SPEAKER.— This  is  quite  out  of  order, 
and  I  cannot  permit  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  proceed. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

BEET-ROOT  SUGAR  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2. — Bonus  of  ^d.  per  pound  to  be  paid 
for  first  1,000  tons  of  sugar. 

The    Committee   divided   on    the   question, 
**  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
Ayes,  59. 


Atkinson 

Ballance 

Barron 

Beetham 

Bevan 

B.-Bradshaw 

Brown 

Buckland,J.C 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Dargaville 
Dimcan 
.  Fergus 
Fraser 
Fulton 

Mr. 

Wakefield 

Gillies 

Montgomery 

Steward,  W.  J» 

Guinness 

Moss 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Harper 

Newman 

Stout 

Hatch 

O'Callaghan 

Thompson,  T. 

Hirst,  H. 

O'Conor 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Hobbs 

Ormond 

Tole 

Holmes 

Peacock 

Tumbull 

Joyce 

Pyke 

Vogel 

Lake 

Reese 

Wakefield 

Lance 

Richardson, 

E.  Walker 

Levestam 

Russell 

White,  W. 

Locke 

Samuel 

Whyte,  J.  B. 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Seddon 

Tellen, 

McKenzie,  J. 

Shephard 

Buckland,W.P. 

Moat 

Smith 
Noes,  11 

Fitzherbert. 

Allwright 

Menteath 

Sutter. 

Bryce 

Richardson, 

G.         TeUen. 

RoUeston 

Hursthouse 

Grigg 

Ross 

Pauls. 

Trimble. 

For 

, 

Against 

Gore 

Hurst,  W.  J. 

Macandrew. 

Macarthur. 

McKenzie,  J. 

Moat 

Montgomery 

O'Callaghan 

Ormond 

Pearson 

Pyke 


Majority  for,  48. 

Clause  retained. 

Clause  3.  —  Excise  duty  always  to  be  one 
halfpenny  less  than  import  duty. 

Mr.  LAKE  moved.  That  the  words  «•  fifteen 
years  *'  be  struck  out,  for  the  purpose  of  inaezt- 
ing  "  seven  years." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qnestioQ, 
"That  the  words  be  retained." 

Ayes,  42. 
Ballance  Joyce 

Bevan  Lance 

Brown  Lamach 

Buckland,  W.F.  Levestam 
Cadman 
Cowan 
Duncan 
Fitzherbert 
Fraser 
Gillies 
Guinness 
Hatch 
Hobbs 
Holmes 
Johnston 

Noes,  16. 
Buchanan         Menteath  Trimble 

Conolly  Newman  Wilson. 

Grigg  RoUeston 

Hirst,  H.  Ross  TelUn, 

Lake  Thompson,  T.    Barron 

Mackenzie,  M.  Thomson,  J. W.  Buckland,  J.C. 
Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Gore  Hurst,  W.  J. 

Macandrew.  Macarthur. 

Majority  for,  26. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  4. — If  import  duty  reduced  or  re- 
moved, bonus  to  be  paid  in  equivalent. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  qii68ti(m» 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 


Seddon 
Shrimski 
Steward,  W.  J. 
Stout 
Sutter 
Tole 
Tumbull 
Vogel 
Walker 
White,  W. 
Whyte,  J.  B. 
TeUen. 
Richardson,  E.  Locke 


Russell 


Moss. 
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Ballance 

Bevan 

Brown 

Backland,W.F. 

Cadman 

Cowan 

Fit^erbert 

Fiaser 

Gillies 

Goinness 

Hatch    ' 

Barron 
Bachonan 
Gonolly 
Giigg 
Hirst,  H. 
Lake 

Mackenzie,  M. 
Menteath 


Ayes,  32. 
Hobba 
Holmes 
Joyce 
Lance 
Larnach 
Levestam 
Moat 

O'Callaghan 
Pearson 
Beeso 
Bichardson,  E. 

Noes,  21. 
Montgomery 
Moss 
.Newman 
Bolleston 
Boss 
Bassell 
Steward,  W.  J. 


Seddon 
Shrimski 
Stout 
Tole 

TumbuU 
Vogel 
Walker 
Whyte,  J.  B. 
Tellers. 
Duncan 
McKenzie,  J. 

Sutter 

Thomson,  J.  W. 
Trimble 
Wilson. 

Tellers, 
Buckland,  J.  C. 
White,  W. 


For. 
Ck>stei 
Gore 
Macandrew. 


Paiks. 


Against. 
Johnston 
Hurst,  W.  J. 
Macarthur. 


Majority  for,  11. 
Clause  retained. 
Bill  reported. 

WESTLAND  EDUCATION  DISTBICT 
SUBDIVISION  BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  1.— Short  title. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved  the  insertion  of  the 
words  "1883  Bepeal  Act"  after  the  words 
**  Sabdi vision  Act." 

The  Committee  divided. 


Fitzherbert 
Hakuene 
Hatch 
Hirst,  H. 

Bftllance 

Dodflon 

Joyce 

Lance 

HacarthuT. 

McKenzie,  J. 


Ayes,  11.  , 

Lake  Trimble. 
Menteath  Tellers. 

Moss  Guinness 

Pere  Hobhs. 

Noes,  la. 


O'Callaghan 

Thompson,  T 

Boss 

White,  W. 

Shrimski 

TelUrs. 

Stout 

Bevan 

Sutter 

Seddon. 

Paibs. 
F(yr. 
B.-Bradahaw 
Brace 

Buckland,  J.  C. 
Buckland,  W.  F. 
Grey 

Hursthonse 
Mackenzie,  M. 
Moat 
Newman 
Bolleston 
Thomson,  J.  W. 
Samuel 
Taiaroa 


Agaifist. 
O'Conor 
Cowan 
Peacock 
TumbuU 
Smith 
Pearson 
Walker 
Shephard 
Montgomery 
Reese 
Fraser 
Holmes 
Stewart,  W.  D. 


Whyte,  J.  B. 
Wilson. 


Dargaville 
Larnach. 


Majority  against,  4. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  4. — Boanls  to  be  elected  for  new  dis* 
tricts. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved  the  omission  of  the" 
word  •*  Westland,"  for  the  purpose  of  inserting 
"  Hokitika." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  queRtion» 
"  That  the  word  ♦  Westland '  be  retained." 


Allwright 

Ballance 

Dodson 

Joyce 

Lance 

Macarthur 


Ayes,  16. 
McKenzie,  J. 
O'Callaghan 
Boss 

Shrimski  Tellers.. 

Stout  Bevan 


Thompson,  T. 
White,  W. 


Sutter 


Seddon. 


Fitzherbert 
Hakuene 
Hatch 
Hirst,  H. 


Noes,  12. 
Hobbs  Trimble. 

Lake  Tellers. 

Pere  Guinness    • 

Bichardson,  G.  Menteath. 


Paibs. 

For,  Against, 

Cowan  Bruce 

Dargaville  Whyte,  J.  B. 

Fraser  •  Thomson,  J.  W, 

Holmes  Samuel  . 

Larnach  Wilson 

Montgomery  Newman 

O'Conor  B.-Bradshaw 

Peacock  Buckland,  J.  C. 

Pearson  Hursthouse 

Beese  Bolleston 

Shephard  Moat 

Smith  Grey,  Sir  G. 

Stewart,  W.  D.  Taiaroa 

TumbuU  Buckland,  W.  F. 

Walker.  Mackenzie,  M. 
.  Majority  for,  4. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  moved.  That  progress  be 
reported. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Fitzherbert 
Guinness 
Hakuene 
Hatch 
Hirst,  H. 

Ballance 

Bevan 

Dodson 

Joyce 

Lake 

Lanoe 


Ayes,  12. 
Hobbs  Trimble. 

Moss  TelUrs. 

Pere  Fergus 

Bichardson,  G.  Menteath. 


Nobs,  16. 
Macarthur 
McKenzie,  J. 
O'Callaghan 
Boss 
Stout 
Sutter 


Thompson,  T. 
White,  W. 

Tellers 
Seddon 
Shrimski 


Paibs. 
For. 
B.-Bradshaw 
Bruce 

Buckland,  J.  C 
Buckland,  W.  F. 


Agai'ist. 
O'Conor 
Cowan 
Pcaco ! 
Turnb 
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Grey 

Hursthouse 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Moat 

Newman 

Bolleston 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Samuel 

Taiaroa 

Whyte,  J.  B. 

"Wilson. 


Smith 

Pearson 

Walker 

Shephard 

Montgomery 

Beese 

Fraser 

Holmes 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Dargaville 

Lamach. 


Majority  against,  4. 

Motion  negatived. 

Clause  7. — Commissioner  to  be  appointed  to 
ascertain  debts,  &c.,  of  original  Board. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  moved.  That  the  word  "  as- 
certain," in  subsection  (1),  be  erased. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*•  That  the  word  be  retained.'* 


Ayes,  17. 

Ballance            McKenzie, 

J.     Thompson,  T. 

Dodson               O'Callaghan      Trimble 

Joyce                  Ross 

White,  W. 

Lake                   Shrimski 

Tellers, 

Lance                 Stout 

Bevaji 

Macarthur         Sutter 

Seddon. 

Noes, 

4. 

Hobbs 

Tellers. 
Guinness 

Walker. 

Richardson,  G. 

Pairs 

For. 

Asfaitut, 

Cowan 

Bruce 

Dargaville 

Whyte,  J.  B. 

Prasor 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Holmes 

Samuel 

Lamach 

Wilson 

Montgomery 

Newman 

O'Conor 

B.-Bradshaw 

Peacock 

Buckland,  J.  C. 

Pearson 

Hursthouse 

Beese 

RoUeston 

Shephard 

Moat 

Smith 

Grey 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Taiaroa 

Tumbull. 

Buckland,  W.F. 

Majority  for,  18. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  fifteen  minutes  past 

two  o'clock  a.m. 

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
Friday,  31st  October,  1884. 

Second  Beading  —  Third  Readings  —  Government 
Business— Index  of  Statutes— Drainage  of  Mines 
Bill— Government  Insurance  Association  Bill — 
Hokitika  Steam-Tug  Bill— Land  Bill— Life  Assur- 
ance Policies  Bill- West  Coast  Settlement  Re- 
serves Bill  —  Wanganui  Harbour  Board  Em- 
powering Bill.  

The  Hon.  the  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 


SECOND  READING. 
Electric  Lines  Bill. 

THIRD  READINGS. 
Supreme   Court  Registrar   (Taranaki)  Em- 
powering Bill,  Bankruptcy  Bill,  Police  Offences 
Bill,  Puhlic  Works  Bill,  False  Notice  of  Birth, 
Marriage,  and  Death  Bill. 

GOVERNMENT  BUSINESS. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved, 
without  notice.  That  the  Standing  Orders  be 
so  far  suspended  for  the  remainder  of  the 
session'  as  to  enahle  the  Government  Bills  to 
take  precedence,  and  pass  through  all  stages  in 
one  day.  He  proposed  that  this  should  take 
effect  eiter  the  following  day. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  it  was 
usual,  just  at  the  very  extreme  end  of  the 
session,  to  pass  a  resolution  of  this  character, 
and  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  take  ex- 
ception to  it  on  this  occasion ;  but  he  thought 
it  right  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  grounds  on  which  exception  might  be  taken 
to  it,  and  where  he  thought  exception  to  a 
very  ^reat  extent  ought  to  be  taken.  Every 
person  who  had  had  the  honour  of  being  a 
member  of  Parliament  for  any  length  of  time 
must  be  aware  that,  through  the  suspension  of 
the  Standing  Orders  in  this  manner,  business 
was  not  duly  considered,  and  Acts  were  passed 
in  a  shape  they  would  not  have  been  in  had 
they  been  properly  considered.  Great  and  im- 
portant amendments  were  sometimes  made  in 
Bills  without  receiving  the  attention  that  it 
was  desirable  Parliament  should  give  them. 
His  attention  had  been  called  to  this  ques- 
tion more  especially  at  a  sitting  of  the  Trost 
Funds  Committee ;  and  he  might  refer  to  the 
circumstances  at  some  length,  as  they  might 
serve  as  a  warning  to  the  Council.  On  the 
17th  of  December,  1879,  when  more  than  half 
of  the  members  of  Parliament  had  gone  home, 
a  message  from  the  Governor  was  received  by 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  at  its 
evening  sitting,  suggesting  that  an  amendment 
should  be  made  in  the  District  Railways  Bill, 
authorizing  the  Government  to  guarantee  de- 
bentures to  the  extent  of  £60,000.  He  was  not 
saying  whether  that  was  right  or  not ;  but  the 
measure,  judging  by  the  course  of  the  debate, 
seemed  to  have  taken  the  House  of  Assembly 
by  surprise,  and  there  was  a  warm  and  exciting 
discussion  upon  the  subject.  The  debate  was 
continued  the  following  morning.  The  business 
in  the  Council  had  been  pretty  well  disposed 
of,  there  was  nothing  to  engage  its  attention 
during  the  morning,  and  consequently  it  did 
not  sit  until  the  Evening,  when  it  was  expected 
to  wind  up  the  legislation  of  the  other  House, 
pass  the  Appropriation  Bill,  and  deal  with  a 
few  other  matters.  When  the  Bill  came  on 
only  a  small  minority  of  members,  sufficient  to 
enable  the  House  to  be  kept  up,  were  in  Wel- 
lington ;  and  when  it  came  to  the  Council 
there  were  only  three  Middle  Island  mem- 
bers present,  and  none  of  them  were  at  all  in- 
terested in  it,  while  the  North  Island  memben 
were  not  acquainted  with  the  circumstances. 
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TThe  result  'was  that  this  very  important  amend- 
ment was  made  without  being  considered  as 
it  ought  to  have  been.  Members  were  not 
«VFare  that  there  was  any  intention  bt  intro- 
ducing an  amendment  of  the  kind ;  members 
were  unaware  of  its  existence ;  and  the  provi- 
sion came  to  his  knowledge,  as  a  member  of  the 
Goimnittee,  altogether  by  surprise.  Now,  this 
important  alteration  was  carried,  at  the  last 
moment  of  the  session,  through  the  suspension 
of  the  Standing  Orders  in  the  way  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  tolerate.  He  was  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  plan  was  a  good  one,  and  was 
inclined  to  thinjf  they  were  not  doing  their 
duty  by  suspending  the  Standing  Orders.  As 
the  practice  had  been  observed  for  some  years, 
he  would  not  oppose  the  present  motion,  but  he 
would  give  distinct  notice  that,  if  he  had  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  the  Council  during 
another  session,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
oppose  such  a  resolution.  It  appeared  to  him 
that,  in  suspending  the  Standing  Orders  in  the 
manner  they  had  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  for 
many  ye&rs,  they  were  neglecting  their  duty  to 
the  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  thought  the  Hon. 
llr.  Waterhouse  had  scarcely  placed  the  matter 
in  a  fair  light,  and  his  remarks  only  proved 
how  honourable  members  neglected  their  duties 
ty  going  away  before  the  end  of  the  session. 
He  was  opposed'  to  important  measures  .being 
jMissed  in  too  precipitate  a  manner  merely  be- 
cause honourable  members  wanted  to  go  home, 
but  he  thought  there  was  no  reasonable  ground 
for  opposing  the  motion,  which  was  simply  in 
acconiance  with  the  practice  of  Legislatures 
all  over  the  world.  All  that  was  necessary  was 
that  honourable  members  should  do  their  duty 
when  the  measures  were  brought  forward,  for 
he  was  sure  they  could  judge  of  them  as  well  at 
one  sitting  as  at  several. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  that  the 
motion  might  come  on  a  little  later,  and  would 
suggest  that,  if  it  were  left  over  till  Monday,  they 
would  be  able  to  see  then  what  progress  the 
-sefision  was  making. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  explained 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  take  advantage  of 
the  motion  before  Monday,  and  it  would  save 
time  to  have  the  motion  carried  at  once. 

TlieHon.  Mr.  J.  C.  EICHMOND  thought  the 
onotion  in  its  full  extent  was  superfluous.  There 
•would  never  be  any  doubt  of  obtaining  leave  on 
any  particular  occasion,  unless  the  subject  was 
'one  of  such  great  consequence  that  the  Coun- 
cil really  required  time  to  consider  it.  The 
•demand  contained  in  the  nTotion  appeared  to 
'him  to  be  a  large  one,  and,  if  the  custom 
was  ordinary,  still  it  was  a  custom  which  he 
"thought  would  be  "more  honoured  in  the  breach 
than  the  observance.^'  It  would  be  well,  he 
thought,  that  the  Council  should  not  pledge 
itself  beforehand  to  give  away  all  opportunity 
of  full  discussion,  though,  for  his  part,  he  would 
never  make  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  grant- 
ing authority  for  the  suspension  of  Standing 
Orders  in  reference  to  any  particular  Bill  that 
imij^ht  need  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  desired  to  say  that 


he  fought  the  Council  was  taken  by  surprise » 
as  the  motion  was  entirely  different  from  the 
one  that  appeared  on  the  Order  Paper.  He 
hoped  the  members  of  the  Government  would 
allow  the  motion  to  pass  in  the  form  of  which 
notice  had  been  given. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S,  .WHITMORE  did  not 
think  that  the  motion  was  one  which  they 
had  any  right  to  resist.  It  was  quite  usual 
that  it  should  be  carried  about  a  week  before 
prorogation,  and  it  was  one  that  was  not  at 
all  unreasonable.  As  to  the  observations  of  the 
Hon.  !Mr.  Waterhouse,  it  lay  to  a  laige  ex- 
tent with  the  Council,  and  to  a  large  extent 
with  the  Government,  how  far  such  things 
could  be  smuggled  through.  In  1879  the  Go- 
vernment sent  in  a  Bill  after  most  honour- 
able members  had  gone,  and,  when  the  Coun- 
cil was  continuing  the  discussion,  they  were 
informed  that  the  Government  would  adjourn 
the  prorogation  if  the  discussion  was  con- 
tinued after  half-past  two  o'clock.  If  mem- 
bers went  away  and  neglected  their  duties, 
they  must  take  the  responsibility  of  so  doing  ; 
and  the  Government  must  also  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  tho  course  it  took.  He  hoped 
such  things  would  never  occur  again ;  but  he 
did  not  think  that,  because  the  Government 
on  a  certain  occasion  had  abused  this  power, 
the  Council  should,  on  that  account,  refuse  the 
Government  the  facilities  asked  for. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER  was  of  opinion  that 
the  incident  which  occurred  in  1879,  and  to 
which  reference  had  been  made,  scarcely  bore 
the  character  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man supposed.  It  was  not  a  surprise  to  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives when  that  proposal  was  made  to 
permit  the  Government  to  guarantee  sixty  thou> 
sand  pounds*  worth  of  district  railway  deben- 
tures. Another  proposal  had  been  before  the 
House,  and  had  been  discussed  pretty  largely  in 
a  clause  of  the  Public  Works  Act  of  that  yeajr, 
and  those  who  had  most  strenuously  opposed 
that  olause  had  compromised  matters  with  the 
Government.  The  proposal  was  not,  indeed, 
any  surprise  at  all,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  entirely  mistaken  the  character  of  it. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

INDEX  OF  STATUTES. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN, 
it  was  ordered,  That  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  be 
requested  to  cause  4ihe  Index  of  Statutes, 
1840-1879,  to  be  revised  and  reprinted,  showing 
all  additional  statutes  up  to  the  end  of  tnis 
session. 

DRAINAGE  OF  MINES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving 
the  motion  standing^  in  his  name,  said  this  Bill 
had  very  nearly  received  its  quietus,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  motion  to  report  progress  without 
asking  leave  to  sit  again  having  been  carried  by 
a  majority  of  one  when  the  Bill  was  in  Com- 
mittee. He  was  sure  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  moved  the  motion  would,  with 
that  spirit  of  fair-play  which  always  charac- 
terized the  Council,  allow  tho  matter  to  be 
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discussed  when  there  was  a  larger  number  of 
members  present  than  when  the  motion  had 
been  carried. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That 
this  Council  will,  on  next  sitting-day,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  further  to  consider  the 
Drainage  of  Mines  Bill."  —  (Hon.  Mr.  P.  A, 
Buckley.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  regretted  exceed- 
ingly that  the  Standing  Orders  had  not  been 
observed  in  this  case,  as,  if  they  had  been,  the 
Bill,  as  one  affecting  waste  lands,  would  have 
been  sent  to  a  Committee,  and  honourable 
members  would  have  been  then  put  in  posses- 
sion of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
case.  Great  inconvenience  had  resulted  from 
the  non-observajice  of  the  rule,  as  honourable 
members  were  not  now  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  the  case. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said  he  thought  it 
was  probable  he  had  made  an  omission  in  not 
referring  the  Bill  to  a  Committee,  in  eiccordance 
with  Standing  Order  167.  That  Order,  how- 
ever, was  not  very  explicit ;  but,  though  it  did 
not  refer  to  mines  and  to  drainage  of  mines, 
still  perhaps  it  would  have  been  better  had  the 
Bill  been  referred  to  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Drl  POLLEN  said  a  very  dis- 
tinguished statesman  in  England,  of  very  large 
parliamentary  experience,  had  a  veiy  peculiar 
standard  by  which  he  measured  parliamentanr 
support.  The  test  of  the  sincerity  of  his  fol- 
lowers was  not  that  they  should  support  him 
when  he  was  right,  but  that  they  should  stand 
by  him  as  one  man  when  he  weis  wrong. 
Measured  by  that  standard,  he  thought  that  the 
conduct  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
Government  benches  towards  a  distinguished 
member  in  another  place  who  was  interested 
in  this  Bill  had  been  such  that  they  should  be 
now  quite  satisfied  to  accept  the  decision  which 
had  been  given.  He  thought  that,  having  so 
far  discharged  their  party  duty  to  a  member  of 
their  party,  they  might  very  well  retire  now 
upon  their  laurels,  and  allow  the  Council  in 
the  most  polite  manner  to  negative  this  motion. 
He  was  so  unwilling  to  ask  the  Council  to  show 
tlieir  feelings  as  to  the  situation  with  respect 
to  this  Bill  that  he  did  not  desire  to  move,  as 
an  amendment.  That  the  Bill  be  ordered  to  be 
further  considered  in  Committee  that  day  six 
months ;  but,  after  the  hint  th&t  had  been  given 
the  previous  evening  as  to  the  temper  of  the 
Council  on  the  subject,  he  hoped  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  be  now  satisfied  to  take 
the  decision  on  the  voices,  and  not  press  the 
motion  to  a  division. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  hoped  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  not  allow  his 
judgment  to  be  carried  away  by  a  feeling  that 
the  question  before  them  was  influenced  by 
any  particular  person.— (*'  Oh  !  ") — There  was 
such  a  thing,  no  doubt,  as  a  Bill  having  a 
prejudicial  biand-mark,  but  a  day  might  come 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  who  said 
*'  Oh !  '•  miglii  have  a  Bill  hounded  out  of  the 
Council  because  of  being  identified  with  a  par- 
ticular name.  That  was  a  sort  of  argument 
wliich  cut  two  ways.  He  had  reason  to  believe 
Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley 


that  this  was  a  Bill  defensible  on  its  merits, 
and  tiie  hint  siven  the  previous  evening  vfta 
not  a  very  emphatic  one^  the  majority. agaimt 
the  Bill  being  only  one.  He  thought  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  was,  therefore,  only 
acting  rightly  in  seeking  an  opportunity  to 
get  further  consideration  for  a  measure  on 
which  the  Coimcil  seemed  to  be  pretty  evenly 
divided,  and  as  to  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  probably  obtained  further  informa- 
tion and  arguments.  He  hoped  the  Hon.  Dz. 
Pollen  would  not  obstruct  the  measure  on  the 
ground  he  had  stated,  as  he  had  heard  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  many  occasions  nig» 
that  time  should  be  given  to  enable  all  infor- 
mation on  a  subject  to  be  brought  forward 
before  a  final  decision  was  come  to.  He  thought 
the  Council  might  be  reasonably  asked  to  give 
further  consideration  to  a  measure  on  which 
its  opinion  was  pretty  evenly  divided,  but  a 
measure  which  he  believed  to  be  both  reason- 
able and  just. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  that,  if  tha 
Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  Whitmore  had  been  present  the 
previous  evening,  he  would  be  of  a  different 
opinion.  What  he  ^Mr.  McLean)  complained 
of  was  that,  by  a  trick,  support  had  been  got 
to  serving  a  private  object  by  this  BiU.  He  had 
been  inclined  to  support  the  Bill,  but  he  did 
not  think  the  Council  should  be  played  with 
in  any  way.  When  this  3ill  was  before  the 
Gold 'Fields  Committee  of  the  other  House, 
the  provision  to  which  he  referred  was  almost- 
unanimously  rejected,  only  one  voting  foiit. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  had  proposed 
the  amendment  on  the  previous  evening  had 
the  manliness  to  stand  up,  and  admit  that 
he  was  wrong,  after  having  found  that  he  had 
been  himself  deceived.  The  Bill  was  not 
a  necessary  one,  and  it  would  be  a  whole- 
some lesson  given  by  the  Council  if  it  was  laid 
aside,  after  the  attempt  made  to  cause  tliem 
to  serve  a  particular  object  in  an  indirect 
majmer.  That  was  the  sole  reason  why  he  had 
voted  to  reject  the  Bill,  and  he  should  again 
vote  the  same  way,  for  the  same  reason. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said,  in  re- 
ply to  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean's  remarks  as  to  a 
trick,  that  he  had  information  that  it  was  not 
a  trick.  He  would  be  the  last  in  the  world 
to  be  a  party  to  playing  a  trick  on  the  Coun- 
cil or  on  any  one  else.  The  Hon.  Mr.  McLean 
had  made  fiimself  acquainted  with  one  side 
of  the  case,  and  had  given  the  Council  the 
benefit  of  his  opinion,  as  he  did  on  evei>' 
subject.  But  he  could  assume  the  honourable 
gentleman  that  the  information  supplied  to 
him  (Mr.  Buckley)  was  of  the  veiy  opposite 
character,  and  showed  that  there  was  a  neces- 
sity for  the  Bill,  not  to  avoid  litigation,  but  in 
the  interests  of  fair-play  and  justice. — ("No.")' 
■ —  His  honourable  friend  might  say  "  No." 
He  (Mr.  Buckley)  knew  nothing  of  the  mrrite 
of  the  matter  beyond  the  reasonable  inquiries 
he  made  with  regard  to  any  Bill  which  came 
before  the  Council.  If  he  thought  the  Bill  was 
to  servo  any  improper  purpose  he  should  no- 
more  move  in  the  matter  than  his  honourable 
friend  Mr.    McLean  would..    He  had  under- 
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ftood  that  the  amendment  introdnced  by  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  took  the  sting  out  of  that 
portion  of  the  Bill.  He  had  been  very  glad  to 
bear  the  statement  made  by  the  Hon.  Captain 
Fraser;  but  he  thought  there  was  sufficient 
reason  to  allow  the  Bill  to  pass.  If  he  thought 
there  was  anything  improper  in  the  Bill  he 
should  drop  it,  but  he  was  assured  that  it  was 
necessary  to  prevent  injustice  and  unfairness. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  **That 
the  motion  be  agreed  to." 


Ayes,  18. 

Acland 

Fraser 

Reeves 

BaUlie 

Henderson 

Reynolds 

Brett 

Liahmann 

Scotland 

Buckley,  G. 

Martin 

Whitmore 

Buckley,  P.  A 

Ngatata 

Wigley 

Dignan 

Peacoct 
Noes,  16. 

Wilson. 

Bamicoat 

Johnston,  J. 

Pharazyn 

Bonar 

McLean 

Pollen 

Brandon 

lililler 

Ilichmbnd.J.C 

Chamberlin 

Oliver 

Waterhouse 

Grace 

Peter 

Williamson. 

Hart 

Majority  for. 

2. 

Motion  agre 

ed  to. 

OOVERNilENT  INSURANCE  ASSOCIA- 
TION BILL.    . 

This  Bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  do  pass. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN 'said,— I  am 
sorry  to  oppose  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary 
in  this  matter,  but  I  am  strongly  convinced 
that  this  is  a  move  in  the  wrong  direction  by 
the  Government,  and  I  think,  therefore,  that 
the  Bill  should  be  thrown  out  now,  and  the  Qo- 
vemment  given  an  opportunity  of  considering 
the  matter  during  the  recess.  There  is  an  im- 
mense amount  of  opposition  in  the  colony  now 
to  the  Government  carrying  on  the  life-insur- 
ance business,  fuid,  if  this  Bill  were  not  ca>rried, 
tile  Government  might  have  an  opporttmity  of 
getting  rid  of  the  whole  thing,  and  of  coming 
to  an  understanding  with  some  of  the  life-in- 
surance companies  to  take  over  the  whole  con- 
cern. I  think  myself  that  the  Government 
ought  not  to  carry  on  a  business  of  this  kind. 
I  had  a  conversation  yesterday  with  a  gentle- 
man connected  with  life-insurance  business, 
and  he  said,  **If  this  Bill  passes  the  Govem- 
mont  Insurance  is  doomed — they  will  never 
be  able  to  carry  on  the  business  on  the  new 
system."  I  :am  sure  the  interest  of  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  best  consulted  by  dropping 
the  Bill.  I  believe  it  is  a  very  vital  question, 
knd  that  no  harm  can  in  any  case  be  done 
by  postponing  the  measure.  I  have  a  strbng 
opinion  on  this  matter.  I  have  been  connected 
for  some  years  yrith  the  Australian  Mutual 
Provident  Society,  and  am  able  to  speak  with 
some  experience.  The  question  has  been  so 
folly  discussed  by  honourable  menibers  that 
there  is  no  need  for  me  to  dwell  upon  it  at 
iength;  but  I  shall  call  for  a  division  on  the 
motion,  because  {  wish  to  record,  for  future 


times,  the  names  of  those  honourable  members 
who  are  opposed  to  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  it  is 
a  lamentable  spectacle,  after  all  the  great  care 
and  consideration  we  have  given  to  this  Bill,  to 
see  the  time  of  the  Council  wasted  now  in  dis- 
cussing the  subject.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  has  just  spoken  is  chairman  of  the 
Local  Board  of  the  Australian  Mutual  Provi- 
dent Society,  which  society  has,  I  believe,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  tried  to  acquire  the  Go- 
vernment Insurance  business — to  monopolize 
the  whole  business.  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  not  say  I  am.  stating  what  is 
not  correct  in  saying  that  on  more  than  one 
occasion  overtures  have  been  made  to  purchase 
the  Grovemment  Life  Insurance  business. ' 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Not  by  that 
company. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  as- 
sured on  very  good  authority  that  it  is  so ;  and 
it  comes  very  well  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to  enter  his  protest  here  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  measure,  which  he  has  never  taken 
the  trouble  to  consider  till  it  has  reached  its 
last  staffe.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  first  time  the 
honours^le  gentleman  has  opposed  a  measure 
of  a  very  important  character,  and  recorded 
his  protest  against  it  in  this  Council.  Honour- 
able members  may  remember  that,  when  the 
WfeUington-Manawatu  Railway  Bill  was  be- 
fore the  Council,  I  fought  for  it  as  an  in- 
dependent member  in  this  Council.  The 
honourable  gentleman  opposed  me  at  every 
stage,  and  I  fought  and  beat  him  every  time. 
The  honourable  gentleman  said  it  was  a  mon- 
strous thing;  that  it  would  ruin  the  colony, 
destroy  the  Government,  and  do  all  sorts  of 
things ;  and  he  entered  his  solemn  protest 
against  it  in  the  Journals  of  the  Coiincil — and, 
within  a  month  afterwards,  the  honourable 
gentleman  purchased  ten  thousand  pounds' 
worth  of  shares  in  the  company  1  That  is  the 
sort  of  protest  we  have  to  consider  now — that 
is  tiie  view  we  have  to  take  of  it.  No  doubt 
this  is  a  protest  of  a  similar  character,  with 
a  view  to  preventing  the  Government  from 
competing  with  insurance  companies  carrying 
on  business  in  New  Zealand^  After  the  care 
and  attention  which  has  been  given  to  this 
measure,  I  trust  the  good  sense  of  the  Councy 
will  not  allow  it  to  entertain  for  a  single 
moment  so  frivolous  a  proposal  as  that  of  &e 
honourable  gentleman. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  wish  to  correct 
an  error  in  a  statement  that  the  Hon.  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  no  doubt  inadvertently, 
has  made.  I  have  been  a  director  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Mutual  Provident  Society  for  about 
fifteen  years.  I  am  usually  an  active  man, 
and  know  a  good  deal  about  the  business 
with  which  I  am  concerned ;  but  I  never 
knew  of  any  overtures  from  the  society  to 
take  over  the  business  of  the  Government  Life 
Insurance  Department.  It  has  always  been 
the  opinion  of  the  actuary  of  the  society,  Mr. 
William  Black  —  a  very  eminent  man  in  his 
profession  —  that  the  Government  should  not 
,  carry  on  such  a'  business,  and  there  has  some- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


262    Hohitika  Steam-Tug  Bill     [COUNCIL.] 


Land  Bill. 


[Oct.  31 


times  been  a  little  feeling  on  both  sides,  but, 
generaUj  speaking,  nothing  more  than  the 
ordinary  prejudices  of  life  and  trade.  When  I 
have  met  Mr.  Black  I  have  freely  stated  to  him 
my  opinion  that  the  Government  Insurance  De- 
partment is  doing  a  great  deal  of  good  to  the 
colony  in  inducing  the  colonists  to  insure  their 
lives.  I  have  considered  this  matter  well,  and 
I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  against  the  measure, 
because  I  believe  this  is  the  first  divergence 
towajds  sound  principle  in  the  business  of  the 
department ;  and  by-and-by,  when  the  Central 
Board  feels  itself  strong,  I  believe  that  it  will 
admit  the  Government  guarantee  to  be  un- 
necessary for  the  success  of  the  business.  The 
institution  by  this  Bill  of  a  10-per-cent.  guar- 
rantee  fund  is  a  step  in  that  direction.  It  is, 
perhaps,  scarcely  fair  for  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  allude  to  the  fact  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Pharazyn  first  opposed  the  Wellington- 
Manawatu  Bailway  on  patriotic  principles — on 
the  ground  that  it  was  adverse  to  the  interests 
of  the  colony — and  that,  when  the  Bill  passed, 
he  put  his  money  into  the  concern.  I  do  not 
think  that  at  all  derogatory  to  the  honourable 
gentleman.  I  was  in  favour  of  the  Welling- 
ton and  Manawatu  Bailway,  and  supported  it 
thoroughly  as  a  wise  and  necessary  measure ; 
but  I  neither  took  shares  in  it  then  nor  since. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— I  heard  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  denounce  the  Wellington- 
Man'awatu  Railway  as  a  swindle. 

The  Hon.  ISIr.  WILLIAMSON.— I  should 
like  to  say  a  word  on  this  subject,  to  put  my 
idea  on  record,  and  it  is  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment do  at  any  time  find  it  necessary  or  think 
it  right  to'  part  with  the  business  of  this  Life 
insurance  Department,  they  should  offer  it  to 
the  people  at  home — that  is,  the  people  here  in 
New  Zealand-^and  that  they  should  not  give  or 
even  sell  the  business  now  established  out  of 
the  colony.  I  think  it  is  just  possible,  although 
the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  says  he  has  never  heard  of 
any  overture  on  the  part  of  the  Mutual  Pro- 
dent  Association,  that  such  overtures  might 
have  been  made  without  his  knowledge.  The 
Head  Board  is  resident  in  Australia,  and  it 
would  be  through  them,  I  presume,  and  not 
through  the  local  directorate,  that  any  propo- 
sition of  that  kind  would  be  made. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON.  — I  think  the 
New  Zealand  branch  of  that  society  would 
have  known  of  it  if  any  such  overtures  had 
been  made  with  any  view  to  business.  I  can 
«cho  the  statement  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace, 
that  the  Board  have  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Bill  passed. 

HOKITIKA  STEAM-TUG  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  he  would  re- 
mind honourable  members  that,  owing  to  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  West  Coast,  the 
Harbour  Board  was  obliged,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote shipping,  to  have  a  steam  tug-boat,  which 
private  enterprise  had  not  provided.  Nothing 
could  be  done  by  sailing  vessels  there  unless 
there  was  a  steamboat  to  facilitate  their  get- 
ting over  the  baf  into  the  river.  The  Harbour 
Hon.  Dr.  Grace 


Board  in  1879  obtained  borrowing  powers  for 
£10,000.  Of  this  amount  they  had  akeady  re- 
paid  £2,000  in  the  shape  of  a  sinking  fimd,  and, 
finding  they  had  no  further  power  to  undertake 
work  for  the  harbour,  they  came  to  the  HooEe 
and  asked  for  power  to  borrow  £8,000.  Pro- 
bably £4,000  or  £6,000  would  suffice  for  the 
wants  of  the  Board,  but  they  wanted  to  be  pre- 
pared in  all  cases.  They  were  willing  to  be 
rated  to  secure  the  payment  of  interest  on  this 
borrowed  money.  As  a  revival  of  business  wag 
expected  owing  to  new  gold  discoveries,  the 
people  were  very  anxious  to  obtain  shipping 
facilities.  The  Bill  came  from  the  local  Har- 
bour Board ;  the  payment  of  interest  was  se- 
cured by  the  rating  clause  which  had  been  put 
in  by  the  Local  Bills  Committee ;  and  it  was 
left  to  the  ratepayers  to  consent  to  the  raising 
of  the  loan  or  not. 

The  Hon.  l^Ir.  BONAR  wished  to  say  that 
the  Bill  had  been  promoted,  as  had  been  stated 
by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann,  at  the  request  of  a 
majority  of  the  Harbour  Board,  sjid,  as  Chair- 
man of  that  body,  ho  (Mr.  Bonar)  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  support  it. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUGKL  E  Y.— Sir,  I 
understand  that  the  invariable  practice  of  ^e 
Council  has  been,  with  reference  to  a  Bill  d 
this  character,  to  merely  move  it  pro  formdf 
and  to  take  tlie  discussion  on  it  as  soon  as 
it  returns  from  the  Waste  Lands  Committee; 
but  I  think  it  will  be  convenient  here  to  ex- 
plain, as  shortly  as  possible,  the  two  principal 
features  of  the  Bill.  These  two  features  are, 
first,  the  prevention  in  the  future  of  the  sale 
of  lands  on  the  def erredrpayment  pastoral  sys-  I 
tem  ;  and,  secondly,  the  enabling  small  settlers 
to  acquire,  in  settled  districts,  portions  of  land 
not  exceeding  820  acres.  In  moving  this  Bill, 
I  am  not  going  at  present  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  of  the  policy  of  the  land  laiirs,  j 
which,  I  regret  to  say,  seems  to  me  of  a  | 
very  unsatisfactory  character ;  but  I  trust  that, 
after  the  Bill  leaves  that  Committee  —  with 
their  suggestions,  and  amendments,  if  neces- 
sary— ^it  will  be  of  a  better  character  than  at 
present.  Honourable  members  will  remember 
that,  in  1877,  after  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  an 
Act  was  passed  which  was  considered  to  be 
almost  a  perfect  measure  of  its  kind.  That  Act 
repealed,  I  think,  fifty-seven  Acts  which  wera 
on  the  Statute  Book ;  and  I  regret  to  say 
that,  since  that  measure  passed  into  law,  we 
have  had,  on  more  than  three  or  four  occar 
sions,  to  amend  the  land  laws  of  the  country. 
I  will  say  no  more  about  the  matter  at  present, 
but  suggest  that  this  Bill  should  be  referred  to 
tho  Waste  Lands  Committee,  so  that  honour- 
able gentlemen  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
reading  it,  because  I  understood  yesterday  that 
the  Bill  had  not  been  circulated  in  time  to 
enable  honourable  members  to  discuss  it  to- 
day. I  therefore  think  that  it  will  be  a  wise 
course  if  the  suggestion  I  have  made  is  adopted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Before  yott 
put  the  question,  Sir,  I  rise  to  a  point  of  ozaei* 
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I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  Bill,  while  purporting  to  be  a  Land  Act 
Amendment  Bill,  goes  far  bejond  its  title,  and 
inclades  matters  foreign  to  its  title.  In  re- 
ference to  that  I  need  only  refer  you  to  the 
SOth  clause,  by  which  it  is  provided  that  a 
portion  of  the  Westland  and  Nelson  Coal 
Fields*  Administration  Act  shall  be  repealed. 
The  clause  states, — 

"The  following  provision  shall  have  operation 
in  respect  of  the  Westport  Colliery  Reserve,  as 
the  same  is  defined  in  the  Fourth  Schedule 
to  •  The  Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Ad- 
ministration Act,  1877,'  and  shall  be  read  as 
part  of  the  said  Act." 

In  other  words,  this  Bill,  while  purporting 
to  be  a  Land  Act  Amendment  Bill,  provides 
that  one  portion  of  the  Bill,  which  has  no  con- 
nection with  the  land,  shall  be  read  as  a  por- 
tion of  the  Westland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields 
Administration  Act.  And,  then,  in  the  34th 
and  35th  sections  there  aj*e  provisions  amend- 
ing the  Municipal  Corporations  Act.  It  is 
quite  evident  that  clauses  amending  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  can  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  a  Land  Act  Amendment  Bill. 
Now,  upon  this  subject  of  introducing  into  one 
Bill  clauses  foreign  to  its  title,  and  affecting 
matters  outside  the  Bill,  the  practice  of  Parlia- 
ment appears  to  be  very  clear.  I  may  be 
allowed  to  read  the  following  from  May : — 

"  In  preparing  Bills  care  must  be  taien  that 
they  do  not  contain  provisions  not  authorized 
by  the  order  of  reference ;  that  their  titles  cor- 
respond with  the  order  of  reference,  and  that 
ihey  are  prepared  in  proper  form  ;  for,  if  it 
shonld  appear  during  the  progress  of  a  Bill 
that  these  rules  have  not  been  observed,  the 
House  will  order  it  to  be  withdrawn.  A  clause, 
for  instance,  relating  to  the  qualification  of 
members  was  held  to  be  unauthorized  in  a  Bill 
for  regulating  the  expenses  at  elections.  Such 
objections,  however,  should  be  taken  before  the 
second  reading." 

Now,  I  noiay  likewise  refer  to  the  fact  that 
the  importance  of  this  subject  is  referred  to 
in  the  instructions  given  to  His  Excellency, 
where  it  is  distinctly  provided — 

"That,  before  assenting  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty  to  any  Bills,  the  Governor  shall  take 
care,  so  far  as  may  be  practicable,  that  in  the 
passing  of  all  laws  each  different  matter  be  pro- 
vided for  by  a  different  law,  and  that  there  shall 
not  be  intermixed  in  one  and  the  same  law  such 
things  as  have  no  proper  relation  to  each  other, 
and  that  no  clause  shall  be  inserted  in  or 
annexed  to  any  law  which  shall  be  foreign  to 
that  law,  and  no  perpetual  clause  be  made 
part  of  a  temporary  law." 

As  an  instance  of  the  importance  that  has 
now  for  centuries  been  attached  to  this  mat- 
ter, I  may  read  some  remarks  made  so  fao* 
back  as  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.,  when 
Bills  were  presented  for  his  acceptance  con- 
taining matters  foreign  to  their  titles.  The 
lemarks  are  so  pertinent,  and  so  applicable  to 
pQblic  business  at  all  times,  that  I  think  it 
will  not  be  out  of  place  if  I  read  them : — 

''The  King  said,  on  that  occasion,    'One 


thing  more  I  have  to  add,  and  that  is,  to  let 
you  know  that  I  will  never  more  suffer  the 
course  and  method  of  passing  laws  to  be 
changed;  and  that,  if  several  matters  shall 
ever  again  be  tacked  together  in  one  Bill,  that 
Bill  shall  certainly  be  lost,  let  the  importance 
of  it  be  never  so  great.  The  rest  I  leave  to  my 
Lord  Chancellor.' " 

The  Lord  Chancellor  made  some  remarks 
that  are  applicable  to  the  present  case  : — 

**  The  King  hath  so  far  expressed  himself  thia 
day  that  'tis  evident  the  manner  of  your  pro- 
ceedings is  to  him  as  considerable  as  the  mat- 
ter, and  that  he  will  not  accept  a  good  Bill, 
how  valuable  soever  it  may  be,  unless  it  com» 
to  him  in  the  old  and  decent  method  of  Parlia- 
ments. 

•*  The  late  way  of  tacking  together  several 
independent  and  incoherent  matters  in  one 
Bill  seems  to  alter  the  whole  frame  and  con* 
stitution  of  Parliaments,  and  consequently  of 
the  Government  itself. 

*'  It  takes  away  the  King's  negative  voice,  in 
a  manner,  and  forces  him  to  tiJce  all  or  none, 
when  sometimes  one  part  of  the  Bill  may  be 
as  dangerous  for  the  kingdom  as  the  other  ift 
necessary. 

"It  takes  away  the  negative  voice  of  the 
House  of  Peers,  too,  by  the  same  consequence, 
and  disinherits  the  Lords  of  that  honour  they 
were  bom  to — the  liberty  of  debating  and  judg- 
ing what  is  good  for  the  kingdom. 

**  It  looks  like  a  kind  of  defamation  of  the 
GoYemment,  and  seems  to  suppose  the  King 
and  House  of  Lords  to  be  so  ill  affected  to  the 
public  that  a  good  Bill  cannot  carry  itself 
through  by  the  strength  of  its  own  reason  and 
justice,  unless  it  be  helped  forward  by  being, 
tacked. to  another  Bill  that  ^\\\  be  favoured. 

"  It  does  at  least  give  up  the  greatest  share 
of  legislation  to  the  Commons,  and,  by  conse- 
quences, the  chief  power  of  judging  what  laws 
are  best  for  the  kingdom. 

"  And  yet  it  is  a  privilege  that  may  be  made 
use  of  against  the  Commons  as  well  as  by  them  ; 
for,  if  this  method  hold,  what  can  hinder  the 
Lords,  at  one  time  or  other,  from  taking  ad- 
vantage of  a  Bill  very  grateful  to  the  Com- 
mons, and  much  desired  by  them,  to  tack  a 
new  clause  to  it  of  some  foreign  matter,  which 
shall  not  be  altogether  so  grateful,  nor  so  much 
desired  ?  and  then  the  Commons  must  take  all 
or  none,  too. 

"  Thus  every  good  Bill  shall  be  dearly  bought 
at  last;  and  one  chief  end  of  calling  Parlia- 
ments^—the  making  of  good  laws  —  shall  be 
wholly  frustrated  and  disappointed ;  and  all 
this  by  departing  from  that  method  which  the 
wisdom  of  our  ancestors  prescribed  on  purpose 
to  prevent  and  exclude  such  inconveniences. 

"  These  innovations  the  King  resolves  to 
abohsh;  and  hath  commanded  me  to  say  to 
you.  State  super'vias  antiquas" 

Sir,  the  inconvenience  of  inserting  in  Bills 
matter  foreign  to  their  titles  is  obvious.  We 
have  had  occasion  to  refer  to  the  subject  more 
than  once  during  the  present  session,  and  I 
think  it  is  high  time  we  should  put  our  foot 
down  decidedly  and  say  we  will  not  pass  legis* 
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lation  unless  that  legislation  be  intn>duced  in 
accordance  with  the  fonns  of  Parliament.  The 
forms  of  Parliament  are  for  the  protection  of 
the  subject,  and  it  is  important  in  the  highest 
degree  that  we  should  carefully  observe  them. 
The  point  of  order  I  have  raised  is,  whether  it 
is  really  competent  for  us  to  go  on  with  this 
Bill,  containing,  as  it  does,  so  much  matter 
foreign  to  its  title. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Before  you 
rule.  Sir,  I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  this  Bill  is  not  wider  in  its  scope  than 
the  Act  which  it  amends.  The  provisions  of  this 
Bill  all  refer  to  lands,  and  nothing  but  lands. 
!No  doubt  it  is  convenient  tliat  the  title  and 
the  contents  of  a  Bill  should  agree,  but  some 
divergence  is  not  unusual. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Speaking  to  the 
point  of  order,  I  would  mention  that  there  is  a 
distinction  between  waste  lands  of  the  Crown 
and  reserves,  which  are  not  waste  lands  of  the 
Crown  in  any  sense,  but  are  provided  for  under 
distinct  Acts. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— The  question  of 
order  to  which  my  attention  is  drawn  is  one 
of  very  great  importance.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  rule,  as  laid  down  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  drawn  atten- 
tion to  this  subject,  has  become  as  universally 
accepted  as  a  parliamentary  rule  as  any  that 
can  be  referred  to  —  that  is,  the  rule  that  no 
matter  foreign  to  its  title  shall  be  introduced 
into  any  Bill.  The  rule,  being  so  clear  and  un- 
doubted, has  been  so  generally  accepted  as  to 
have  become  a  parliamentary  law.  The  ques- 
tion to  consider  now  is,  how  far  the  clauses  re- 
ferred to  in  this  Bill  are  in  violation  of  the  law. 
I  cannot  myself  say  that  it  is  so  clear  to  my 
mind  that  I  should  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  rule  that  this  Bill  ought  to  be  laid  aside. 
The  ground  on  which  I  hesitate  to  do  that  is 
that  there  is  a  very  intimate  relation  between 
the  subject-matters  of  the  Bill — ^waste  lands 
and  reserves.  No  doubt  reserves  are  not  waste 
lands,  but  in  the  land  laws  of  the  colony  there 
are  constantly  introduced  regulations  with  re- 
gard to  reserves.  The  second  objection — that 
as  to  municipal  endowments  —  seems  of  a 
more  grave  character,  to  my  mind.  I  think 
th&t,  undoubtedly,  these  clauses  ought  to  have 
formed  the  subject-matter  of  a  Bill  bearing  its 
froper  title  —  namely,  **  An  Act  to  lease  En- 
dowments." That  would  have  been  its  proper 
title.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  so  much  in 
relationship  to  the  rest  of  the  Bill  that  I  could 
not  take  it  upon  myself  to  rule  imperatively 
that  this  Bill  ought  to  be  laid  aside.  It  is, 
however,  competent  for  the  Council  to  do  so, 
and  1  could  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  it  would 
do  wrong  in  proceeding  to  this  length.  It  is 
highly  objectionable  to  introduce  in  any  Bill 
matter  foreign  to  its  title,  and  I  have  stated 
to  the  best  of  my  ability  what  I  think  in  this 
particular  case  it  amounts  to.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion of  referring  the  Bill  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  after  its  second  reading,  if  it  should 
pass  that  stage,  that  is  not  a  question  of  order, 
as  the  Bill  would  be  referred  to  that  Com- 
mittee according  to  rule. 

Hon,  Mr.  Waterhotisg 


The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— The  Hon.  ttie 
Colonial  Secretary  seems  to  feel  that  this  BiD 
has  so  many  defects  that  he  almost  appeared 
to  rejoice  that  it  would  have  to  go  to  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  in  order,  no  doubt,  that  sqbm 
of  those  defects  may  be  removed.  Now,  then 
may  be  some  good  things  in  this  Bill,  but  lam 
prepared  to  say  that,  as  to  some  points,  it  is 
one  of  the  most  extraordinary  measures  that 
I  have  ever  had  to  read  since  I  have  beeq  in 
Parliament.  We  have  an  annual  dose  of  Land 
Bill  towards  the  end  of  the  session :  that,  we  Aie 
quite  accustomed  to ;  and  there  is  a  beautiful 
arithmetical  progression,  I  think,  in  the  com- 
plication of  each  Land  Bill,  as  we  go  on  from 
year  to  year.  This  Bill,  I  think,  will  represent 
the  complete  confusion  of  our  land  law  about 
as  well  as  any  measure  any  honourable  membtt 
had  ever  to  peruse.  If  you  take  this  Bill  and 
try  to  read  it  you  find  you  have  to  get  the  Aeti 
of  1877,  1879, 1880, 1882,  and  18S3.  till  you  have 
a  regular  Ubrary  round  you,  over  almost  each 
clause.  I  understand  there  is  a  Consolidation 
Bill  to  be  prepared  for  introduction  next  ses- 
sion, and  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  do  not  envy 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  that  task. 
If  he  is  possessed  of  the  necessary  attainments 
to  simplify  all  these  Acts  and  Bills  he  will 
prove  that  he  has  intellectual  powers  of  a  Teiy 
nign  order  indeed.  Now,  in  this  Bill  there  an 
some  things  which  I  think  no  man  will  be  aUe 
to  explain — neither  the  Government  nor  any- 
body in  this* Parliament;  and  I  believe  there 
is  one  provision  in  clause  4  which  has  been 
passed — so  I  am  given  to  understand — withoat 
even  the  knowledge  of  the  Government.  I  can- 
not think  that  the  provision  of  clause  4,  to  do 
away  with  the  power  of  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Waste  Lands  Board  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  was  ever  seriously  contemplated.  Look- 
ing to  the  state  of  affairs  with  which  we  are  all 
acquainted — and  which  there  is  no'  necessity 
to  make  futthcr  reference  to  now — I  cannot 
think  that  any  man  representing  a  consti- 
tuency of  British  people  would  for  a  moment 
say  that  such  a  clause  as  that  ought  to  pass. 
If  you  take  away  the  power  of  appeal,  I  think 
you  will  do  one  of  the  worst  things  you  could 
do.  Now,  there  is  one  thing  I  am  glad  to  see 
in  the  Bill,  which  I  can  agree  with,  and  that 
is,  doing  away  with  the  pastoral  deferred-pay- 
ment system.  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  thing 
to  sweep  that  system  out  of  the  way:  that 
has  been  a  dreadful  source  of  trouble  to  eveiy 
one  concerned.  But,  when  you  come  to  these 
clauses  referring  to  deferred-payment  agricol- 
tural  lands,  you  find  running  through  them 
the  most  extraordinary  provisions  one  can  pos- 
sibly imagine,  as  any  one  may  see  who  looks  at 
them  calmly,  without  any  prejudice  :  I  can  do 
so,  for  I  have  no  sort  of  interest  in  any  de- 
ferred-payment lands  whatever — ^in  fact,  1  have 
nothing  whatev6r  to  do  with  them ;  bat  1  mar 
say  that  I  regard  the  agricultural  delerreo- 
payment  system  as,  on  the  whole,  very  satis- 
factory. I  think  it  is  a  system  well  adapted 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  that  it  is 
a  thoroughly  conservative  measure,  and  that, 
looking  at  it  altogether,  it  does  enable  thos 
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persom  who  do  not  possess  sufficient  capital  to 
become  immediately  freeholders,  yet  to  hecome 
a  TBiy  useful  class  of  settlers  in  the  colony. 
Kow,  what  do  these  clauses  from  6  to  18  do, 
aad  why  were  they  put  in  ?  I  defy  any  one  to 
lead  these  clauses  without  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  have  been  inserted  for  the 
purpose  of  striking  a  deadly  blow  at  the  system 
<i  deferred  payment.  You  cannot  come  to  any 
<»ther  conclusion.  They  hamper  the  settler 
wilh  unnecessary  and  arbitrary  restrictions, 
which  are  at  variance  with  the  present  law, 
and  they  give  what  I  think  are  unjust  powers 
to  the  Government,  and,  in  fact,  I  believe  that, 
if  they  become  law — ^and  I  hope  they  will  not 
—they  will  be  about  as  unpopular  as  anything 
that  could  be  done.  I  would  ask  why  clause  8 
is  in  the  Bill  at  all.  It  alters  section  60  of 
iheLand  Act  of  1877.  Now,  that  section  60 
-ays,— 

"  Any  person  of  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and 
upwards  may  become  a  selector  hereunder; 
but  no  selector,  having  assigned  his  interest 
hereunder,  and  no  person  who  has  forfeited  the 
right  to  hold  the  land  selected  by  him  by  reason 
of  the  fraudulent  breach  of  any  of  the  condi- 
;  tions  of  his  license,  and  no  person  who  shall  at 
anytime  have  acquired  a  freehold  under  the 
deferred-payment  system,  shall  be  allowed  at 
sny  time  to  make  a  ne^  selection  under  this 
Act." 

It  is  quite  right,  certainly,  that,  if  a  man  is 
woTe^  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  fraudulent 
oieach  of  his  conditions,  he  ought  not  to  be 
entitled  to  make  a  new  selection.  But  by  this 
clauses  you  substitute  the  word  "wilful"  for 
**  fraudulent."  What  in  the  name  of  Gk)odness 
is  the  use  of  the  change  ?  It  seems  to  me  far 
better  to  retain  the  word  "fraudulent."  I  sup- 
pose there  must  be  some  reason  for  the  change, 
but  it  is  certainly  most  difficult  to  divine  what 
it  is.  Clause  9  deprives  the  selector  of  his  right 
under  the  present  law  to  his  Crown  grant  at 
the  end  of  three  years',  and  makes  him  wait 
«x  years  before  he  can  get  his  grant.  Why 
Aould  the  law  bo  altered  in  that  respect  ?  I 
have  heard  it  said  that  the  idea  is  that  by 
this  extension  you  keep  people  from  getting 
into  the  clutches  of  the  money- lender.  I  think 
that  is  an  altogether  wrong  idea  to  begin  with ; 
but,  if  it  were  correct,  I  do  not  think  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  legislate  in 
any  way  with  the  idea  of  interfering  with  the 
operations  between  the  settler  and  those  per- 
sons who  furnish  him  with  means.  What  is  it 
to  do  with  us  ?  We  know  perfectly  well  that  a 
man  must  get  advances  of  money  from  time 
to  time ;  and  it  is  quite  easy  to  see  that  this 
^ould  operate  prejudicially  to  the  selector.  He 
<an,  if  he  gets  his  grant,  obtain  a  larger  sum  of 
money  than  otherwise,  and  the  difference  will 
go  to  enable  him  to  improve  his  land.  I  think 
the  law  is  very  good  as  it  is,  and  that  it  had 
better  be  left  so.  Under  the  Act  of  1882  it  is 
■provided  that  the  Coimnissioner  can  calculate 
tbe  capital  value  of  the  unpaid  instalments  of  a 
deferred-payment  selector,  and  on  the  capital 
^no  being  paid  the  grant  is  issued.  Under 
this  Bill  a  man,  though  he  had  paid  every 


shilling  of  the  capitalized  value  of  his  instal- 
ments, cannot  get  his  grant  until,  I  think,  he 
has  been  on  the  laiid  six  years.  Why  should 
that  be  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  hampering 
these  unfortunate  selectors  with  a  lot  of  un- 
necessary conditions.  I  hope,  if  the  Bill  goes 
to  the  Waste  Lands 'Committee,  the  Comjnittee 
will  go  through  these  very  serious  changes  and 
let  us  see  what  is  the  meaning  of  them.  I  feel 
quite  sure  that  .my  view  of  them  is  correct.  I 
do  not  say  that  with  any  prejudice  at  all ;  but  I 
say  it  in  the  interests  of  tnese  deferred-pay- 
ment selectors,  who,  I  think,  would  have  much 
reason  to  complain  if  these  clauses  were  im- 
posed on  them.  Here  is  a  wonderful  clause — 
the  12th — which  reads,  "Whenever  any  two 
persons,  one  of  whom  has  become  a  selector  of 
Crown  land  sold  on  deferred  payments,  and  tho 
other  is  an  owner  or  occupier  of  freehold  land, 
have  lawfully  intermarried,"  they  may  do 
all  sorts  of  things.  I  believe  there  was  a  case 
in  which  it  was  shown  that  the  difficulties  of 
our  land  laws  had  reached  such  a  marvellous 
pitch  that  the  Land  Board  were  unable  to 
allow  a  young  woman  to  sleep  away  from  a  dwell- 
ing-house on  some  land  she  hod  taken  up. 
I  believe  it  became  necessary  to  prevent  her 
from  going  to  sleep  in  her  own  father's  house. 
I  believe  that  is  the  reason  why  this  clause 
was  introduced :  so  it  had,  perhaps,  better 
stand  as  it  is,  though  it  seems  a  wonderful 
clause.  Then,  there  is  a  clause  which  gives 
power  to  the  Board  to  *'  reduce  the  original 
valuation  of  improvements  upon  any  land 
forfeited  under  the  seventieth  section  of  the 
said  Act."  So  the  unfortunate  man  is  sub- 
ject to  have  the  valuation  of  his  improve- 
ments reduced  at  the  sole  will  of  the  Board. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  understand  why  that  power* 
should  be  given  at  all.  I  believe  that,  after 
tho  valuation  ha-d  been  arrived  at  in  the  ordi- 
nary way,  no  power  should  be  given  to  reduce 
it.  Then,  there  is  clause  17,  '♦  One-fourth  of 
rents  from  perpetual  leases  to  be  paid  to  local 
bodies."  I  think  it  is  a  very  good  thing  that 
local  bodies  should  get  some  fixed  revenue; 
but  why  a  fourth  of  the  proceeds  of  perpetual 
leases  ?  Is  the  object  to  make  the  perpetual- 
lease  system  popular  in  the  country  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— They  get 
a  portion  of  the  Land  Fund  now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Yes;  that  is  tho 
ordinary  Land  Fund:  but  this  is  to  be  one- 
fourth  of  the  receipts  from  perpetual  lesbsing : 
that  is  to  say,  it  is  a  little  general  avantage^  as 
the  French  say,  to  these  people — "  If  you  take 
up  land  on  perpetual  lease  you  get  a  fourth  of 
the  revenue."  That  is  the  way  I  think  it  will 
be  looked  upon  by  some  people.  Then,  there 
is  clause  20,  which  says,  '*  The  Governor  may, 
from  time  to  time,  by  Proclamation,  set  aside 
any  pastoral  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  a  settled 
district."  That  is  a  proper  power,  and  may 
very  well  be  given ;  but  there  are  some  other 
provisions  in  the  clause  which  do  not  seem  to 
me  to  be  at  all  in  the  right  direction.  For  in- 
stance,— 

"The  Board,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Go- 
vernor, may  offer  the  lease  of  such  lands  for 
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public  auction  at  such  price  as  it  thinks  fit, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Grovemor.  No 
person  shall  be  allowed  to  become  the  pur- 
chaser of  more  than  one  such  lease  in  any  part 
of  the  colony." 

Here  it  will  be  seen  at  once  that,  if  a  man 
takes  up  one  of  these  pieces  of  ground  and 
comes  to  grief,  none  of  his  neighbours  can  buy 
him  out.  At  any  rate,  no  person  holding  pas- 
toral lands  of  the  Grown  can  buy.  It  must  be 
some  outside  person,  and  I  sbould  think  the 
unfortunate  man's  market  would  be  made  very 
much  worse.  Then,  there  is  the  22nd  clause : 
**  No  transfer  of  run  valid  unless  sanctioned  by 
Board."  Well,  it  is  sometimes  convenient  to, 
transfer  a  run  to  a  mortgagee,  and  you  have 
already  given  the  Board  power  to  allow  it. 
This  seems  to  me  a  rather  unnecessary  pro- 
vision. In  clause  25  I  think  there  will  have  to 
be  some  amendment :  '*  Valuation  for  improve- 
ments may  be  recovered  in  a  summary  manner 
by  person  entitled  thereto."  That  is  the  side- 
note,  and  the  whole  clause  reads, — 

"  Whenever  a  lease  or  license  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  pastoral  or  other  lands  is  sold  or  other- 
wise disposed  of  subject  to  a  payment  of  the 
valuation  of  the  improvements  made  on  such 
lands,  and  such  payment  is  not  made  within 
foiurteon  days  after  the  sale  or  other  disposal 
of  such  lease  or  license,  the  person  entitled  to 
receive  such  payment  may  sue  for  and  recover 
the  same  by  summary  procedure  in  any  Court 
of  competent  jurisdiction  from  the  person  who 
should  make  such  payment." 

Now,  I  suppose  the  people  who  framed  this 
clause  have  forgotten  that  these  runs  are  sold 
twelve  months  before  the  expiry  of  the  term, 
and,  consequently,  the  unfortunate  man  who 
had  to  pay  the  valuation  for  improvements 
would  be  lying  out  of  his  money  for  about 
twelve  months.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
that.  If  it  was  provided  that  within  fourteen 
days  of  the  expiration  of  the  term  the  valua- 
tion should  be  paid,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
good  provision.  I  do  trust  the  Council  "will 
take  into  serious  consideration  these  clauses 
referring  to  rural  lands  on  deferred  payment, 
and  see  if  they  really  do  think  there  is  any 
good  whatever  in  them.  I  must  confess  I  am 
perfectly  at  a  loss  to  understand  that  there  is. 
I  hope  the  Council  will  also  well  consider  clause 
4,  which  takes  away  the  right  of  aj^eal  from 
tlie  Board  to  the  Supreme  Court.  There  is  a 
gentleman  who  is  the  author  of  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal amendments  of  the  law  relating  to  this 
deferred-payment  system.  I  dare  say  honour- 
able members  have  read  a  great  many  of  his 
letters ;  but,  at  any  rate,  he  thoroughly  under- 
stands the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.  — A  little  too 
much. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  MILLER.— Well,  at  any  rate, 
he  thoroughly  understands  it ;  and  I  find  that 
this  is  his  opinion.  [Extract  read.]  Now,  this 
Bill  goes  dead  against  that,  because  under  it, 
although  a  man  may  pay  the  capitalized  value 
of  his  unpaid  instalments,  he  cannot  get  his 
grant  for  three  years  longer:  at  any  rate,  he 
oonnot  get  his  grant  at  once,  as  he  could  be- 
Eon.  Mr.  Miller 


fore.  I  do  not  see  why  that  should  be  altered. 
I  think  the  law  is  far  better  as  it  is,  in  that 
respect ;  and  I  think  every  one  of  these  dauses 
referring  to  deferred-payment  lands  had  better 
go  out  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  do  not 
altogether  like  this  Bill.  It  is  stated  to  proceed 
from  a  Liberal  Government,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  its  provisions  are  of  a  most  illibenl 
character.  So  far  as  the  Bill  is  intended  to 
promote  the  settlement  of  the  land  and  tha 
diffusion  of  the  land,  it  appears  to  me  to  go  in 
aji  entirely  contrary  direction.  The  Hon.  ilr. 
Miller  has  expressed  his  approbation  of  ths 
proposed  repeal  of  the  power  to  sell  pastoral 
huids  on  deferred  payment.  Under  the  present 
law,  on  the  expiry  of  the  leases,  runs  may  h% 
cut  up  in  smaller  blocks  and  leased  with  the 
right  of  purchase,  or,  rather,  sold  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  deferred  pajrment.  Now,  I  think  that 
is  a  principle  calculated  to  be  very  beneficial. 
It  will  have  the  efiect  of  creatii\g  a  large 
number  of  what  may  be  called  "yeoman* 
sheep-farmers:  not  farmers  on  an  extensive 
scale,  but,  still,  sheep-farmers  on  a  scale  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  the  settlement  of  the  countiy 
in  a  much  more  effectual  manner  than  if  th* 
land  were  held  in  large  blocks.  Now,  it  ia 
obvious  tiiat,  if  that  is  so,  as  tho  present  Bill 
does  away  with  the  existing  law  on  the  subject^ 
it  is  a  reactionary  measure.  I  may  be  told  that 
the  existing  system  has  led  to  the  introdaedoo 
of  dummyism  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  i» 
the  thwarting  of  the  intentions  of  the  promoieia 
of  the  Act.  But  it  would  be  very  easy  to  pro- 
vide an  effectual  remedy  to  check  sach  to, 
evil.  Why  has  dummyism  existed?  Simply 
because  the  law  has  not  been  sufficiently  strin- 
gent to  prevent  attempts  at  dummyism.  Bot 
it  would  be  easy  to  introduce  a  clause  in  the 
Bill  which  should  be  sufficiently  stringent  ta 
accomplish  that  object  effectually ;  and,  if  the 
Bill  is  proceeded  with,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
propose  a  clause  which  I  think  will  altogether 

?revent  dummyism,  and  it  will  have  the  effect^ 
think,  of  realizing  the  intention  of  the  Legia- 
lature  when  passing  the  Act — that  of  promoting 
the  formation  in  our  midst  of  a  large  hodjd 
yeomanry  sheep-farmers.  If  we  provide  some 
such  clause  as  this  : — 

"  Any  person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  commit- 
ting any  oreach  of  the  provisions  of  *  The  Land 
Act,  1877,'  or  its  amendments  regarding  lands 
disposed  of  by  deferred  payments  or  by  pastoral 
lease  or  perpetual  lease,  by  obtaining  such 
lauds  not  exclusively  for  his  own  use  or  benefiti- 
shall  be  liable  to  a  term  of  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  three  months ;  and  every  one  aiding 
or  abetting  in  such  breach  shall  be  liable  to  the 
same  punishment — " 

you  may  depend  upon  it  that  this  system 
of  dummyism  will  be  put  a  stop  to  for  ever. 
The  other  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  likewise 
in  many  respects  of  a  very  illiberal  character. 
Under  the  existing  law,  if  a  person  taking 
land  upon  deferred  payments  finds  he  cannot 
carry  on,  he  is  at  liberty,  by  sacrificing  what 
he  has  paid,  and  by  sacrificing  the  improve* 
ments  he  has  made,  to  get  rid  of  his  UabUitieSf 
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This  is,  I  think,  a  vexy  xteaaonable  provision 
of  ^e  law ;  but  the  Govemment  called  it  in 
question,  and,  in  a  case  that  occnpied  the  at- 
tention of  the  Court  some  time  ago — the  case 
of  Maitland  versfiis  Mervyn  —  they  raised  an 
issue  on  the  point,  and  there  the  Court  decided, 
not  only  that  the  person  who  took  up  the  land 
on  deferred  payments  was  at  liberty  to  aban- 
don his  license  without  being  subject  to  being 
prosecuted,  but  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Coort,  it  was  essential  to  good  public  policy 
(h&t  that  should  bo  a  provision  of  the  law.  I 
see,  in  its  judgment,  the  Court  said, — 

"If  it  were  held  that  a  licensee  could  not 
throw  up  his  license,  settlers  might  be  driven 
to  waste  years  of  time  and  labour  on  a  badly- 
chosen  lot,  not  being  able  to  afiord  to  lose  both 
the  section  and  their  whole  purchase-money. 
The  duty  of  the  statute  may  well  be  to  leave 
the  settler  free  to  abandon  an  injudicious  choice 
without  further  penalty  than  iihe  loss  of  his 
preTious  payments  and  value  of  his  iinprove- 


The  Supreme  Court  thought  that  \o  be  in 
accordance  with,  the  dictates  of  sound  policy  ; 
but  the  Government  come  down  and  say,  "  We 
Till  not  allow  you  to  free  yourselves  from 
these  liabilities  unless  we  can  get  the  utter- 
most farthing  you  possess."  Is  that  a  wise  and 
liberal  measure  ?  It  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
exact  opposite ;  and  I  regret  that  a  Govern- 
ment that,  in  one  respect,  is  supposed  to  be 
a  Liberal  one  —  though  I  suppose  in  another 
it  is  regarded  as  having  Conservative  elements 
—  should  have  brought  forward  a  measure  of 
w  narrow  and  illiberal  a  character  as  that  to 
which  I  refer. 

The  Hon.  Captain  TEASER.— I  understand 
that  the  last  section  of  the  4th  clause  is  a 
mistake:  at  all  events  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
was  not  aware  that  it  was  in.  I  told  him  of 
objections  to  it,  and  he  was  surprised  it  was 
in  the  Bill :  so  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  with 
regard  to  it.  As  to  the  5th  clause,  which 
repeals  clauses  of  the  Act  of  1877,  I  cannot 
understand  how  any  Govemment  should  have 
consented  to  such  a  thing.  This  is  a  boon  ;  wo 
fought  for  it,  and  we  got  it  for  the  people  in 
1877,  to  enable  old  settlers,  who  had  borne  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  to  plB.ce  their  sons 
upon  portions  of  pastoral  deferred -payment 
lands.  Unfortunately  there  have  been  found 
in  Otago  men  so  base  and  dishonest  that  they 
either  made  false  declarations  themselves  or 
induced  others  to  make  false  declarations,  and 
got  peojple  settled  on  the  land  who  were  not 
wmajide  settlers  ;  and  I  believe  the  late  Govem- 
ment are  to  blame  very  much  for  not  taking 
proper  action  in  this  matter  when  they  might 
nave  done  so.  I  understand  that  the  Govem- 
ment have  no  objection  to  such  land  clauses  as 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  proposes  to  introduce. 
He  proposes  that  the-  whole  of  these  clauses 
should  be  restored;  and  I  hope  to  see  them 
rostored.  I  say  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  boons 
we  can  give  to  the  old  settlers  to  enable  theni 
to  start  their  children  on  the  land.  With  re- 
gud  to  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller 
M  to  restrictions,  I  may  say  that  I  approve  of 


every  one  of  these  restrictions.  They  are  made 
to  shield  the  free-selectors  from  the  money- 
lenders. I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  many 
of  these  people  have  money  almost  forced  upon 
them.  The  curse  of  this  country  has  been 
the  facility  of  borrowing  and  lending  money, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  these  restric- 
tions are  all  intended  really  as  a  protection 
to  the  free-selector.  Of  that  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt.  I  think  that  in  Committee  we 
should  know  a  little  more  about  it,  and  we 
can  get  evidence  if  it  is  required.  In  the  8th 
clause  I  believe  the  word  "  fraudulent "  was 
introduced  in  mistake.  Of  course,  as  I  have 
said,  the  9th  cjause  was  put  in  for  the  pur- 
pose of  not  giving  facilities  to  money-lenders :. 
people  are  too  eager  to  borrow  money,  and 
money-lenders  are  too  eager  to  lend.  In  Com- 
mittee I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  make  a 
very  good  Bill  of  this.  In  conclusion,  I  would 
say  that  I  am  very  glad  to  see  clause  38  in  the 
Bill,  the  object  of  which  is  to  settle  Scotch 
■crofters  on  the  land.  I  do  not  know  any  finer 
race  of  people  in  the  world.  You  will  remember 
our  late  friend  Sir  Donald  McLean  ;  you  will 
see  hundreds  of  men  in  the  Isle  of  Skye  like 
him ;  and  there  are  the  finest  women  I  ever 
saw — large,  fine,  strong,  well  built,  and,  as  Mr. 
Macandrew  says,  very  prolific.  These  people 
are  toilers  on  the  sea  and  workers  on  land. 
The  land  proposed  to  be  given  them — ten  acres 
— is  quite  sufficient,  quite  as  much  as  they 
have  now.  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  be  able 
to  get  the  best  of  them  out,  and  I  should  not 
on5'  be  glad  to  see  them  in  Otago,  but  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony ;  there  is  ample  room  for  - 
them  in  the  North.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
before  the  Bill  comes  out  of  Committee  it  will 
be  a  very  good  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE.  —  Sir,  I 
have  only  one  great  objection  with  regard  to- 
the  Bill,  and  that  is  this  :  that  year  after  year 
incontinently,  possibly  carelessly,  we  introduce 
Bill  after  Bill  upon  the  sacred  subject  ol  land 
legislation,  all  more  or  less  conflicting  with 
and  confusing  the  legislation  that  has  gone 
before.  I  imderstand  that  we  are  to  have  some- 
thing of  a  consolidation  Act  soon.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  during  this  short  session  there  has 
not  been  time  for  that;  and  so  we  have  this 
Bill,  touching  every  sort  of  subject,  which  I 
think  may  be  made  a  useful  Bill  in  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  when  we  are  told  what  the 
Bill  really  contains.  What  may  be  the  trua 
occasion  for  it  we  have  not  been  told.  There 
are  a  number'  of  subjects  mentioned  here  — 
amongst  others,  "  Highland  crofters."  That,  I 
presume,  is  just  one  of  those  hobbies  to  which 
we  are  bound  to  give  a  fair  trial.  The  Hon.. 
the  Premier  has  every  right  to  have  every 
sympathy  with  those  persons;  and  there  is. 
another  gentleman  of  great  importance  in  this 
country  who  also  makes  a  "hobby"  of  it.  I 
cannot  see  any  possible  harm  in  that  provision, 
though  it  appears  to  me  that,  on  the  verge  of 
a  consolidation  Act,  we  might  very  well  wait 
to  legislate  for  that  until  the  consolidation 
Act  is  brought  down.  In  the  meantime  every 
possible  power  is  existing  for  the  introduction 
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•  of  that  class  of  inmugrants.  I  do  not  know 
that  the  provision  is  wanted,  but  it  can  do  no 
possible  harm.  Then,  there  is  a  little  touch  of 
municipal  endowment  law  that  is  confusing 
the  Bill.  Then,  here  is  a  provision  as  to  the 
Westport  Colliery  Reserve.  I  did  not  hear  Mr. 
^liller  emphatic  upon  this,  and  do  not  know 
what  its  particular  merits  may  be.     All  these 

ithings  may  be  necessary  to  be  legislated  upon, 
but  they  are  very  diverse,  and  I  cajmot  help 
thinking  that  the  course  which  the  Colonial 
Secretary  is  about  to  take  is  a  very  useful  one, 
for  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  after  hearing 
what  the  Government  has  to  say,  will  be  able 
to .  see  if  it  is  desirable  to  pass  any  particular 
.-amending  clause,  which  may  be  necessary  to 
remedy  some  existing  inconvenience.  At  the 
same  time,  I  hardly  think  it  necessary  to  go 
into  such  a  variety  of  subjects  as  are  here 
touched  upon.  I  have  mentioned  a  few ;  there 
«.re  a  considerable  number  more.  I  think 
that  throughout  there  is  this  horrible  system, 
which  we  aire  getting  into  more  ajid  more,  of 
being  told  that  we  must  not  go  this  way  or 
that,  and  being  poked  about  until  we  are  not 
masters  of  ourselves.  If  these  selectors  want 
to  borrow  money,  let  them  borrow ;  if  they 
want  to  buy  a  considerable  portion  of  Iqjid, 
let  them  do  so.  All  that  little  reaction  of 
Communism  which  we  had  a  few  years  ago, 
and  which  was  intended  to  attack  those  per- 
sons who  were  engaged  in  pastoral  pursuits 
—  that  idea  has  worn  out,  and  there  is  no 
particular  necessity  for  making  a  cry  of  the 
holdings  being  large  or  small  or  anything  else. 
Ooing  through  the  Bill  as  I  have  done,  and 

•  -endeavouring  to  master  it,  I  think  it  is  wise 
that  it  should  go  before  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee;  and  I  hope  that  the  Bill  will 
not  only  be  considerably  shortened  in  that 
Committee — for  there  are  many  clauses  in  it 
which  are  not  immediately  required — but  that 
it  will  also  be  made  a  little  more  clear,  and 
•that  the  Committee  will  put  the  actually- 
necessary  parts  of  the  Bill  in  such  a  shape  as 
to  comniend  themselves  to  this  Council.  For 
my  own  part,  I  have  not  heard  any  particular 
reason  of  urgency  for  passing  any  part  of  this 
Bill.  In  regard  to  the  "dummy"  clause,  we 
passed  one  not  long  ago.  I  am  sorry  there 
should  be  any  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the 
deferred-payment  selector  in  connection  with 
his  financial  system ;  but,  if  you  make  it  dif- 
ficult for  him  to  get  money  one  way,  he  will 
get  it  another ;  you  will  only  grind  liim  down 
the  more,  for  money  he  must  get,  and  the  result 
will  be  that  he  will  have  to  take  it  at  20  or  30 
per  cent.,  instead  of  paying  10  per  cent.  That 
IS  about  the  relief  which  this  Bill  will  afford 
in  that  respect.  I  believe,  myself,  that,  if  there 
were  a  clause  stopping  all  purchases  in  future, 
and  giving  free  grants,  it  •would  be  better. 
They  all  come  back.  How  often,  for  example, 
have  we  had  to  relievo  these  deferred-payment 
selectors !  And  yet  here  we  are  now  going  to 
put  the  screw  on  them  in  another  way.  I 
would  much  rather  myself  see  the  country 
pardon  all  who  cannot  pay,  and  say,  "  We  will 
never  again  give  a  deferred-payment  selection." 

Hon,  Sir  G,  S,  JVhitmore 


There  is  not  a  singla  bargain  we  have  made- 
he  it  with  a  coal  company  or  anybody  else— but 
what  these  people  come  back  to  us  asking  for 
relief.  Let  us  have  done  with  this  sort  of 
thing.  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the 
Bill.  I  think  we  have  not  properly  understood 
some  of  its  provisions,  and  the  Hon.  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  will  no  doubt  tell  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee  the  necessity  for  them.   But, 

Presuming  that  this  is  a  Bill  of  importance,  I 
ope  it  will  be  passed ;  and,  if  it  is  not  of  im- 
portance, I  hope  it  will  be  set  aside,  because  it 
will  only  complicate  our  land  laws,  and  we  are 
assured  on  the  best  authority  that  we  are  to 
have  a  com|)lete  Land  Act  next  session  con- 
solidating the  whole  of  the  law  on  the  subject. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  would 
rather  that  the  discussion  on  this  Bill  had 
taken  place  after  the  measure  had  been  re- 
ported upon  by  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
masmuch  as  it  will  now  involve  two  discus- 
sions on  the  same  subject.  Hitherto,  the  prac- 
tice has  been  generally  observed  —  although 
there  is  no  Standing  Order  to  that  effect — ^that 
no  discussion  takes  place  on  the  second  reading 
of  a  Land  Bill,  but  that  the  discussion  takes 
place  when  it  is  reported  from  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee.  Now,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller 
accused  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  these  words: 
He  said  the  Colonial  Secretary  **  seemed  almost 
to  rejoice  that  this  Bill  had  to  go  before  a 
Select  Committee."  But  the  honourable  mem- 
ber has  been  long  enough  a  member  of  this 
Council  to  know  that  all  such  Bills  do  go 
before  a  Select  Committee.  He  has  i>een  a 
member  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee  for  a 
good  number  of  years,  and  knows  that  it  is 
not  a  question  ot  the  course  that  the  Colonial 
Secretary  would  like  to  take,  but  that  it  is  a 
question  of  necessity. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Who  said  that  it 
had  not  to  go  before  a  Committee  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Tho  honour- 
able member  stated — because  I  took  down  his 
words — that  the  Colonial  Secretary  "seemed 
almost  to  rejoice  that  the  Bill  had  to  go  before 
a  Select  Committee,  so  that  it  may  be  dealt 
with  there." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Hear,  hea*. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Well,  I  say 
that  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary would  rather  carry  the  Bill  through  with- 
out any  Select  Committee  at  all ;  bpt  he  knew 
he  had  to  submit  to  its  going  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller 
ought  to  know  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MILLER.— Know  what? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— That  all  such 
Bills  had  to  go  before  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee. Well,  Sir,  I  trust  this  discussion  will 
now  cease. 

The  Hon,  Mr.  MILLER.— Hear,  hear. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— And  that  the 
Bill  will  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  at  once:  otherwise  we  shall  only 
have  two  discussions  on  the  subject;  and  a^ 
this  period  of  the  session  that  is  hardly  de- 
sirable, 
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The  Hon.  Mi.  McLEAN.— I  think  that  the 
question  of  settling  the  ^waste  lajids  of  the 
eolonyis  one  that  Bhould  not  be  hastily  dealt. 
vitb,  and  the  existing  system  should  not  be 
delibeiately  set  aside  in  the  manner  proposed 
by  the  Bill.  Even  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session  we  might,  with  ease  and  advantckge, 
spare  two  or  three  hours  in  disoussing  a  Bill  of 
sQch  great  importance  as  the  one  before  us  at 
the  present  time.  I  have  read  this  Bill  over 
euefnlly,  and  this  morning  I  read  it  over  again, 
and  it  is  very  difficult  for  one  to  make  up  his 
mind  what  to  do  with  it.  It  is  shreds  and 
patches  from  beginning  to  end.  There  are 
ihiogs  in  it  that  have  no  business  in  the  Bill, 
and,  on  the  whole,  it  is  difficult  for  one  to  say 
whether  he  will  vote  for  it  or  not.  As  I  have 
said,  the  land  system  is  one  of  those  things  we 
should  not  deal  hastily  with,  and  I  am  glad  it 
has  got  to  go  before  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee in  the  usual  way.  Notwithstanding 
all  the  hurry  of  business  at  this  stage  of  the 
session,  I  hope  the  Committee  will  take  time 
in  considering  it,  and  will  be  careful  with  it, 
beeaose,  if  it  comes  back  to  the  Council  in 
anything  like  the  shape  that  it  is  in  now,  I,  for 
one,  shall  be  compelled  to  oppose  it.  I  should 
like  to  refer  particularly  to  the  4th  clause,  in 
vhich  it  is  proposed  to  take  away  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  Hon,  Captain  FBASER.— That  is  a  mis- 
take. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAK. — It  is  not  a  mistake. 
It  is  purposely  put  in  there.  And  I  wish  to 
wfer  to  a  case  in  which  I  myself  was  misled, 
and  that  was  a  case  that  occurred  in  connection 
«ith  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  Otago.  I  had 
got  it  into  my  head  that  a  certain  case  was  one 
of  dummyism.  I  believed  that  all  through,  but 
I  could  not  give  any  real  reasons  for  doing  so, 
U»cause  nearly  everything  that  came  within  my 
knowledge  about  it  was  to  the  contrary  efEect. 
The  case,  on  coming  before  the  Waste  Lands 
Board,  was  investigated  very  thoroughly,  and  I 
took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  reading  up  all 
the  evidence  that  was  taken.  After  reading 
and  studying  the  whole  of  it  I  came  to  the  con- 
cliudon  that  if  I  had  4)een  sitting  on  the  Waste 
Lands  Board  of  Otago  I  could  not  have  given 
the  case  as  one  of  dummyism ;  and  I  venture 
to  say  that  nobody  who  had  carefully  read  the 
endence  as  it  stood  could  have  done  so  either. 
Well,  Sir,  a  great  deal  of  political  feeling  was 
imported  into  the  matter,  and  it  was  tried  to 
be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court ;  but  those  men 
-the  members  of  the  Board— who  consoien- 
tiously  gave  their  decision  according  to  the 
t'videuce,  were  abused  from  one  end  of  the 
place  to  the  other.  Moreover,  one  of  the  mem- 
U:ts  of  the  Bo€krd  incurred  such  a  degree  of 
wipopularity  that  he  subsequently  lost  his 
wait  as  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly. 
lUhat  gentleman  had  wished  to  act  otherwise, 
ill  order  to  make  himself  popular,  he  could 
have  pasily  done  so,  and  would,  ('oubtless  have 
gone  into  the  General  Assembly  with  flying 
colours.  I  give  that  as  a  reason  why  this 
clause  should  be  struck  out  of  the  Bill,  because 
members  of  the  Waste  Lands  Board  are  gene- 


rally political  men,  and  political  pressure  is- 
somotimes  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  With  re- 
gard to  deferred-payment  settlers,  I  have  heard 
persons  declaring  against  these.  A  great  deal 
of  good  settlement  is  going  on  under  that  sys- 
tem, and  it  is  absurd  to  say  that,  because  in 
some  cases  they  have  failed  in  their  payments*, 
the  system  should  be  swept  away  altogether^ 
How  many  people  have  bought  land  from  pri- 
vate individuals,  and  have,  also  failed  in  their 
payinents  1  Prom  my  own  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience, I  say  that  this  system  has  been  the 
means  of  settling  a  great  many  people  on  the 
land  who  would  not  otherwise  have  got  there. 
We  have  changed  the  law  of  1877  in  respect 
to  these  unfortunate  deferred-payment  settlers^ 
and  no  doubt  it  was  considered  wise  to  do  that^ 
though  I  do  not  think  it  was  wise  to  alter  the 
law  at  the  time.  But  it  was  altered  so  as  to- 
give  the  settlers  a  Crown  grant  in  three  years ; 
and  now  you  deliberately  propose  to  go  back  to- 
the  Act  of  1877,  and  make  it  six  yeaira.  Now^ 
that  changing  and  chopping  about  ought  to  be 
avoided.  I  do  not  thinik  it  should  be  put  back 
to  the  old  system.  These  people  haye  to  get- 
money  from  their  friends  and  others  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  get  on.  Every  one  is  not  bom 
a  farmer,  and  a  good  number  of  people  go  on  to* 
the  land  who  ought  not  to  be  on  it  at  all ;  and 
their  failure  is  held  up  as  a  bugbear  to  prevent 
others  from  going  on  to  the  leuid. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— Sir,  I  think  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  ought  to  be  brought  in  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  not  at  its  close. 
If  brought  in  towards  the  close  of  the  session*, 
when  so  many  other  things  are  under  con- 
sideration, it  caimot  meet  with  that  attention 
which  its  importance  deserves,  and  there  is  no- 
subject  regarding  which  so  many  changes  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time  as  the  land  laws 
of  the  colony.  Now,  we  have  had  representa- 
tions from  the  Agent-General  for  New  Zealand 
that  there  is  no  greater  difficulty  which  he 
finds  in  the  way  of  inducing  persons  to  come 
out  and  settle  in  this  colony  than  the  constant 
changing  of  the  land  laws  ;  they  cannot  tell  at 
once  what  the  land  laws  exactly  are.  And  it 
appears  to  me,  for  these  reasons,  without  going: 
into  details  and  particulars,  that  no  great 
danger  will  occur  to  the  colony  by  tho  post- 
ponement of  this  Bill  till  next  session.  Under 
th9se  circumstances  I  move.  That  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  be  made  an  order  for  this- 
day  six  months. 

Amendment  withdrawn,  by  the  leave  of  the 
Council. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

LIFE  ASSURANCE  POLICIES  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving, 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  mea- 
sure was  rendered  almost  essentially  necessary 
in  consequence  of  another  which  had  that  day 
been  passed  by  the  Council — the  Government 
Insurance  Association  Bill.  Ho  found  it  would 
be  necessary,  owing  to  amendments  which  had 
been  made  in  the  Government  Insurance  As- 
sociation Bill,  to  make  certain  slight  amend- 
ments in  the  present  Bill  when  in  Committee,. 
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with  a  view  of  making  it  more  in  conformity 
with  the  Bill  to  which  he  hod  alluded.  He 
might  explain  that  from  time  to  time  policy- 
holders were  in  the  habit  of  obtaining  loans  on 
their  insurance  policies,  especially  when  they 
had  reached  a  surrender  value,  and  it  had  been 
found  very  inconvenient  to  obtain  these  loans 
on  account  of  the  great  expenditure  incurred 
in  preparing  mortgages  of  that  kind :  it  was 
even  found  necessary  to  obtain  an  absolute 
•assignment,  and  some  persons  had  actually 
been  dishonest  enough,  after  the  money  had 
•been  paid  over  to  them,  to  refuse  to  refund  it. 
Now,  the  policy  of  this  Bill  was  pretty  well 
xm  the  lines  of  what  was  known  as  the  Land 
Transfer  Act:  that  was  to  say,  every  dealing 
with  the  policy  was  recorded  on  its  very  face, 
80  that  every  one  on  looking  at  the  policy 
would  be  able  to  see  exactly  what  the  incum- 
brance was.  There  was  another  very  good 
feature  in  the  Bill,  and  that  was  the  protec- 
tion which  it  proposed  to  give  to  unfortunate 
^traders  who  might  have  become  bankrupt.  To 
a  certain  extent,  and  under  certain  conditions, 
policies  were  to  be  protected  from  the  operation 
of  the  Bankruptcy  Act — except  in  the  case  of 
fraud,  where,  of  course,  no  such  transaction 
could  possibly  hold  water.  There  was  also  a 
provision  with  regard  to  the  right  of  married 
women  to  insure,  and  another  with  regard  to 
the  insurance,  of  a  very  limited  character,  of 
«hildren  up  to  a  certain  age.  But  one  of  its 
best  features  was  the  power  given  whereby 
moneys  made  payable  for  the  benefit  of  minors 
might  be  dealt  with  in  a  very  simple  way,  and 
without  the  cumbrous  procedure  that  was  now 

•  required  to  be  followed  before  advantage  could 
be  derived  from  moneys  to  which  they  might 

'become  entitled.  Honourable  members  knew 
that  where  money  or  property  was  left  to  in- 
fants, and  where  no  guardian  or  trustee  was 
appointed,  it  was  necessary  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  trustee  to  be 

■  appointed,   thereby  entailing  a  great  deaV  of 

•  expense.  Under  this  Bill  the  Public  Trustee 
might  be  appointed,  and  he  had  the  right  to 

•  deaJ  with  the  property  in  the  manner  provided 
by  the  Bill.  He  had  the  power,  without  fur- 
ther interference,  to  apply  the  moneys  of 
minors  towards  their  maintenance  and  educa- 

•tion.  And  there  was  another  good  feature  in 
the  Bill,  and  that  was  the  provision  for  the 
payment  of  small  sums  of  money  without  re- 
quiring probate  or  letters  of  administration. 
The  process  of  obtaining  probate  or  letters  of 
administration  was  generally  of  a  very  expen- 
sive character,  because  of  the  difficulties  which 
might  sometimes  arise,  and  which  could  not 
possibly  be  foreseen  ;  and  it  was  provided  that 
sums  not  exceeding  £200  could  be  paid  to  the 
legal  representative  of  a  deceased  person  with- 

•  out  going  through  the  process  of  obtaining  pro- 
ibate  or  letters  of  administration.  Then,  pro- 
vision was  also  made  for  what  were  known  as 
settlement  policies.  This,  he  thought,  would 
be  the  safeguard  of  the  public,  and  would  no 
doubt  meet  the  approval  of  the  Council.  The 
rest,  of  the  Bill  was  mere  machinery  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 

Bon.  Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley 


Act.  He  hoped  the  second  reading  would  be 
agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  had  a  veiy 
few  words  to  say  regarding  this  Bill,  which 
struck  him  as  being  a  very  attractive  one  in 
one  of  its  main  provisions — in  its  following  the 
lines  of  the  Land  Transfer  Act.  He  merely  xose 
now  to  point  out  to  his  honourable  friend  tiie 
Colonial  Secretary  that  the  Council  had  just 
agreed  to  the  second  reading  of  a  Land  Bill, 
several  of  the  clauses  of  which  were  avowedly 
aimed  at  the  object  of  preventing  farmezs  or 
occupiers  of  deferred-payment  land  from  mort- 
gaging their  property.  Now,  farmers,  generally 
speaking,  were  men  carrying  on  a  trade  of  more 
or  less  stability,  and  had  need  for  advances. 
In  the  'present  measure,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  contained  a  provision  for  the  mortga^in^ 
of  insurances,  which,  of  all  sorts  of  property, 
were  the  last  that  they  ought  to  desire  to  see 
mortgaged.  It  was  curious  to  note  that  the 
present  Qovemment  were  addicted  to  bringing 
in  "  balancing  "  Bills  of  this  character.  "Ihey 
had  submitted  to  the  Council  two  Bills  for 
facilitating  the  shipment  of  coal  by  sea,  and 
another  for  facilitating  its  travelling  by  land. 
However,  he  intended  to  support  the  present 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  would  not  like  to  see 
the  Bill  pass,  and  should  vote  against  it.  Tliifi 
was  an  old  friend  ;  it  was  the  very  BiD  which 
the  Council  rejected  in  1882. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  could  get  the  Bill, 
and,  although  he  had  not  had  time  to  compare 
the  two  measures  minutely,  yet,  on  glancing 
over  the  present  Bill,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  it  was  substantially  the  same  as  that 
which  was  rejected  in  1882.  It  was  an  extra- 
ordinary thing  that  these  Bills  always  came  in 
almost  on  the  la.st  day  of  the  session,  when 
honourable  members  had  not  time  to  discuss 
them  properly.  It  was  killed  in  1882,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  killed  now.  This  measoie 
would  enable  a  policy  to  be  handed  from  one 
person  to  another.  A  policy  was  a  proviaoo 
for  one's  family,  or  something  to  fall  back  on 
in  one's  old  age,  and  it  wsls  entirely  contnurj 
to  the  principle  of  life  insurance  that  a  polic^ 
should  DO  handed  about  like  a  bag  of  sngar. 
He  did  not  like  any  insurance  business  to  he- 
come  a  case  of  "trucking,"  such  as  this,  foril 
was  nothing  more.  Of  all  things,  none  shoold 
be  more  carefully  protected  than  Ufe-insuranc* 
policies,  which  were  a  provision  for  a  man'f 
family.  Everj'  encouragement  should  be  give! 
to  the  practice  of  making  provision  for  one'f 
family,  and  gambling  in  life-insurance  policici 
should  be  discouraged  as  much  as  possible. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said,  if  tb 
honourable  member  had  read  clause  6,  he  wouU 
not  be  speaking  as  he  was  doing. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  it  was  reall; 
impossible  to  read 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The  lac 
is,  you  do  not  understand  it. 

the  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  was  bound  to  sa; 
that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  beei 
cliallcnged  whenever  he  had  brought  forwan 
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liis  Bills,  he  wocdd  not  have  been  able  to  give 
satisfactory  explanations  of  them ;  but  the 
Gonncil  had  had  mercy  on  him.  He  did  not 
blftme  the  hononraDle  gentleman  for  not  know- 
ing aU  about  his  Bills,  because  it  was  not  pos- 
sible for  Ministers  coming  into  office  in  the 
middle  of  a  session  to  study  every  measure ;  but 
there  were  many  Bills  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  brought  forward  without  know- 
ing as  much  about  them  perhaps  as  he  (Mr. 
McLean)  did,  because  he  had  studied  every  one 
«f  them,  and  had  tried  to  master  them.  He 
Dzged  the  honourable  gentleman  to  postpone 
Reconsideration  of  the  present  Bill  to  enable 
the  Council  to  look  into  it  properly.  He  would 
Hke  to  point  out,  however,  that  policies  were 
already  protected  up  to  £2,000,  so  that  the  pro- 
vision in  this  Bill  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
tection of  policies  was  nothing  new ;  and  the 
pCDTision  with  regard  to  probate  was  also  the 
kw  at  the  present  time,  as  the  Council  would 
find. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— \Vhere  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— In  another  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLE Y.  —  What 
ether  Bill? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  could  not  put  his 

bmds  on  the  particular  Bill  *at  the  moment ; 

Int  he  knew  there  was  a  provision  somewhere 

finder  which  payments  up  to  £200  could  be 

I  made  without  probate. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  Fifty 
pounds  in  the  Public  Trust  Office :  that  is  all. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  would  say,  in  con- 
elusion,  it  was  for  the  Council  to  decide  whether 
they  would  give  policy-holders  the  power  to 
hand  their  policies  about  like  bags  of  sugar.  He 
l«gged  to  move.  That  the  Bill  be  rea4  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  was  very 
mach  disappointed  at  the  amendment  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean.  He  could  have  supported 
the  honourable  gentleman  if  he  had  moved  the 
adjourmnent  of  the  debate  till  next  week,  which 
le  believed  was  the  sense  of  the  Council.  This 
vas  a  very  intricate  Bill,  a  Bill  the  importance 
<i  which  they  could  hardly  appreciate  without 
jajing  very  great  attention  to  it ;  and  those 
Aonoiu&ble  gentlemen  who  had  devoted  most 
attention  to  the  measure  seemed  to  be  of  opin- 
isn  that  it  required  further  consideration.  He 
iDoved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  till  next 
citting-day. 

Debate  adjourned. 

:  WEST  COAST    SETTLEMENT  RESERVES 

BILL. 
i     The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,  in  moving 
:  ^e  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  would 
'  ^  in  the  recollection  of  honoxirable  members 
that  in   the    year    1880   an  Act  was  passed 
tailed  the  West  Cosbst  Settlement  Act",  and  a 
very  able  Commissioner  —  Sir  William  Fox  — 
"vas  appointed  to  make  investigations  with  re- 
gard to  the  rights  of  the  Natives  in  connection 
with  what  was  known  as  the  confiscated  land 
in  the  Taranaki  District.    That  gentleman  had 
Siven  them  some  very  valuable  and  able  re- 


ports, with  which  honourable  gentlemen  had 
no  doubt  made  themselves  acquainted.  The 
object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  amend  "  The 
West  Coast  Settlement  Reserves  Act,  1881," 
and  repeal  the  Act  of  1883,  which  was  found 
to  be  unworkable.  So  as  not  to  have  more 
than  one  Act,  the  present  Bill  embodied  all 
that  was  good  of  the  one  and  repealed  all 
that  was  bad  of  the  other.  There  was  a  very 
curious  provision  in  the  Act  of  1881,  which  had 
rendered  it  difficult  for  the  Public  Trustee,  in 
whom  these  lands  were  vested,  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  department.  The  wording  of  the 
provision  was  so  queer  that  it  was  almost  im- 
possible, to  say  whether  the  Public  Trustee  or 
the  officer  under  him  had  the  means  of  deal- 
ing with  these  lands.  He  should  here  ex- 
plain that,  in  addition  to  the  Public  Trustee, 
m  whom  the  lands  were  vested,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  West  Coast  Reserves  was  also  ap- 
pointed to  act,  and,  as  he  (Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley) 
had  said  before,  it  was  impossible  to  say  on 
whom  the  duties  devolved.  He  proposed,  on 
going  into  Committee  on  the  present  Bill,  to 
introduce  one  or  two  amendments  restricting 
the  powers  given  to  the  Public  Trustee.  It  would 
be  seen  that  clause  4  proposed  that  the  Public 
Trufitee  should  have  charge  of  the  reserves, 
with  power  of  lesAe  or  exchange  in  such  man- 
ner as  in  his  discretion  he  might  think  fit.  He 
(Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley)  did  not  propose  to  give 
him  that  power  of  discretion,  but  to  cause  him 
to  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  The 
next  clause  gave  the  Public  Trustee  power  to 
grant  leases  in  his  own  name ;  but  he  proposed 
that  this  should  be  vested  in  the  Board  in  terms 
of  the  Act.  The  Public  Trustee  found  great 
difficulty  in  leasing  the  properties,  because  of 
the  want  of  proper  machinery  in  the  Act  itself. 
He  need  scarcely  remind  honourable  members 
that  the  settlement  on  the  confiscated  territory 
had  been  a  great  success.  A  great  portion  of 
the  land  had  been  taken  up,  and  a  great  deal 
more  would  be  taken  up  if  the  terms  of  the 
leases  were  modified.  This  modification  was 
in  the  direction  of  extending  the  period  of  the 
leases  from  twenty-one  to  thirty  years.  The 
reason  was  that  a  great  portion  of  the  land  was 
covered  with  bush,  and  by  this  extension  tlio 
settlers  would  get  a  reasonable  time  in  which 
to  clear  it.  There  was  one  other  clause  to 
which  it  might  be  necessary  to  call  attention, 
and  that  was  the  clause  providing  for  the  con- 
firmation of  leases  which  were  given  by  leading 
chiefs  of  hapus,  and  which  were  found  not  to 
be  strictly  legal.  Sir  William  Fox  recom- 
mended that  those  leases  should  be  validated, 
because  they  were  entered  upon  in  a  horui  fide 
maimer,  and  Sir  William  Fox  said  this  was 
only  reasonable  and  fair  to  the  Natives.  Ho 
(Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley)  hoped  the  Council  would 
agree  to  the  second  reading  of  the.Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said,  as  such 
enormous*  powers  wore  to  be  granted  to  the 
Public  Trustee,  he  would  ask  if  the  officer  was 
the  same  individual  who  a  short  time  ago  re- 
fused to  sell  a  vast  tract  of  Native  land  in  the 
South  Island,  and,  after  thus  refusing,  sold  it 
to  a  syndicate  at  a  very  low  price. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  had  taken  some 
trouble  to  go  through  this  Bill,  with  a  view  o! 
infonning  himself  as  to  the  necessity  for  the 
changes  it  proposed  to  make  in  the  law  relating 
to  the  administration  of  the  coast  settlements, 
and  he  confessed  that,  after  the  most  careful 
attention  he  had  been  able  to  give  it,  he  could 
see  no  need  at  all,  at  least  no  pressing  need, 
for  the  proposed  alterations  in  the  law.  The 
only  point  really  was  that  to  which  the  Hon. 
the  Colonial  Secretary  had  alluded,  the  possi- 
bility of  doubt  as  to  the  interpretation  of  one 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Act  of  1881 — whether  it 
was  intended  that  the  Public  Trustee  should  be 
the  administrative  officer  in  certain  cases,  or 
another  tnistee,  a  subordinate  officer,  appointed 
under  the  Act.  To  his  mind,  however,  the 
context  of  the  Act  Idft  no  room  for  doubt  at 
all  on  the  subject.  He  saw  no  very  great 
necessity  for  the  introduction  of  this  Bill  at 
all,  except  possibly  for  an  object  sought  to  be 
met  by  clause  16  of  the  Bill.  That  clause  pro- 
posed to  introduce  a  change  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  settlement  which,  to  his  mind, 
might  be  found  to  prove  fatal  to  the  funda- 
mental principles  and  object  of  the  West  Coast 
Settlement  Act  altogether,  as  far  as  the  inter- 
ests of  .the  Natives  were  concerned.  Clause  16 
of  the  Bill  was  a  modification  of  a  clause  in 
tlie  Act  of  1883,  which  ran  as  follows  : — 

*'It  shall  be  lawful  for  any  grantee  of  re- 
serves administered  under  the  said  Act  and 
this  Act,  or  any  number  of  such  grantees, 
whether  or  not'  of  adult  age  or  under  cover- 
ture, by  a  writing  under  his  or  their  hand, 
Higned  in  the  presence  of  the  West  Coast 
Settlement  Reserves  Trustee,  to  appoint  any 
one  or  more  of  such  grantees  to  receive  the 
share  or  shares  of  the  rents  due  to  the  person 
or  persons  making  such  appointment ;  and  the 
receipt  of  the  person  or  persons  so  appointed 
shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  for  the  payment 
of  such  share  or  shares  as  aforesaid." 

The  original  Act  restricted  the  power  of 
giving  authority  to  receive  the  rents  and  pro- 
fits of  these  reserves  to  the  h^nificiaires  or 
grantees ;  but  this  Bill  provided  that  any  other 
person  or  persons,  whether  Natives  or  not, 
miglit  be  appointed  to  receive  these  rents  or 
profits.  Now,  he  had  had  some  experience,  on 
the  Thames  Gold  Fields,  of  circumstances  in 
which  the  Natives  were  the  bcnejiciaires  of  the 
revenues  derived  from  the  gold  fields,  and  he 
knew  that,  in  spite  of  the  utmost  attention 
and  care  that  could  be  exercised,  those  rents 
and  profits  were  on  every  occasion  when  it  was 
possible  anticipated  by  the  proper  recipients, 
and  tliat  at  the  end  of  every  period  the  money 
which  had  accrued  to  the  Natives  was  disposed 
of  by  orders  to  publichouse-keepers  and  others, 
for  more  or  less  value,  in  such  a  way  that, 
with  an  immense  revenue,  the  b^nificiaires  of 
that  revenue  were  often  in  absolute  jndigence. 
Half  of  the  duty  of  the  officer  administering 
the  reserves  was  to  accept  orders  from  public- 
bou.se-keepers  and  others  in  respect  to  the  pro- 
oeeds,  so  that  when  pay-day  came  the  proper 
b^ncflciaires  were  without  a  shilling.     Now, 


there  was  some  protection  in  the  law  ss  ife 
stood;  but  under  the  law  as  propoaed  to  bd 
altered  by  this  Bill  there  would  be  no  protec- 
tion whatever.  The  principle — the-  whola 
object — of  the  West  Coast  Settlement  Be- 
serves Act  was  that  the  whole  benefit  to 
accrue  from  the  reserves  should  be  preserved  to> 
the  Natives  and  their  descendants  ;  but  hem 
they  were  asked  to  open  the  door  to  abuses,, 
such  as  he  had  pointed  out,  which  would  un- 
doubtedly lead  to  the  impoverishment  of  the 
Natives,  and  to  the  abrogation  of  the  object 
for  which  provision  had  been  made  on  theur  be- 
half. To  nis  mind  this  was  a  fatal  objection. 
He  was  quite  sure  that  he  should  be  able  to 
satisfy  honourable  members  that  this  was  a 
pro\ision  which  ought  not  for  an  instant  to  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  Bill.  It  appeared 
that  this  was  the  sole  object  and  purpose  of 
this  Bill.  It  would  certainly  allow  the  West 
Coast  hotelkeepcrs  and  storekeepers  to  defeat 
the  object  of  the  provision  for  the  Nativea 
made  by  past  legislation.  He  would  not  say 
more.  He  felt  very  much  more  strongly  on 
it  than  he  should  choose  to  express  liimself. 
He  was  not  blaming  the  Government  in  tiiia 
matter.  They  were  in  circumstances  of  very 
peculiar  difficulty.  They  came  into  ofi&ce  when 
the  session  was  very  nearly  over,  and  it  would 
have  been  utterly  impossible  for  men,  with  even 
the  best  intentions  in  the  world,  to  master  the 
mass  of  business  forced  on  them  in  this  way. 
Ho  did  not  think  it  was  right  that  honourable 
members,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
should  have  forced  on  them  measures  of  this 
kind  —  important  measures,  as  to  which  the 
Government  themselves  could  not  by  any  poe^ 
sibility  have  any  sufficient  knowledge.  He  was 
therefore  not  blaming  the  Government;  but 
he  thought  they  ought  to  be  exceedingly  care- 
ful in  accepting  this  Bill.  The  Council  had 
over  and  over  again  recorded  its  protest  against 
important  measures  being  forced  on  them  at 
the  end  of  the  session.  Every  Government 
carefully  withheld  till  the  last  days  of  the 
session  a  number  of  important  Bills ;  then  the 
Standing  Orders  were  suspended  at  the  request 
of  the  Government,  and  thus  the  usual  oppor" 
tunity  for  the  due  consideration  of  measures 
was  taken  from  them,  and  in  this  instance  the} 
were  asked  to  pass  a  measure  of  a  kind  affect- 
ing very  greatly  the  interests  of  the  Natives  oi 
the  colony,  without  any  adequate  considera 
tion  whatever.  He  hoped  the  Bill  would  nol 
bo  read  a  second  time,  but,  if  it  passed  thai 
stage,  he  should  pay  considerable  attention  U 
it  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FR.\SER  said,  if  ever  j 
Bill  ought  to  be  translated  into  Maori  befon 
being  read  a  second  time,  this  was  one  ;  said. 
as  it  had  not  been  translated,  he  would  movi 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  till  Tuesday. 

The  Hon.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  said  the  Hon 
Dr.  Pollen  had  stated  the  position  of  the  Go 
vernment  in  regard  to  these  matters  very  fail:!^? 
and  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  on  tin 
Government  bench  would  not  take  it  amiss  i 
the  Council  carried  the  motion  for  adjourn 
mont. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  was 
prepared  to  agree  to  the  adjournment. 
Debate  adjoamed. 

WANGANUI  HARBOUR  BOARD 
EMPOWERING  BILL. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  regretted  to  find 
that  not  a  single  word  had  been  said  in  favour 
of  this  Bill  by  those  who  had  spoken  on  it.  On 
the  contrary,  every  speaker  found  something  to 
say  against  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  the  Chair- 
man of  Local  Bills  Committee  B,  had  stated 
the  case  pretty  clearly,  and  in  accordance  with 
what  had  taken  placiB  before  the  Committee, 
although  the  honourable  gentleman  omitted 
something.  But  he  could  not  say  that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Oliver  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  had 
stated  the  case  in  accordance  with  what  came 
to  the  notice  of  the  Committee.  He  could 
hardly  understand  how,  when  members  of  a 
Committee  had 'agreed  to  the  bringing-up  of  a 
certain  report  recommending  the  passing  of  the 
Bill  with  the  proposed  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee, those  honourable  members  could,  in  the 
Council,  oppose  the  Bill,  and  vote  against  their 
own  report.  But  such-  was  the  case  with  the 
Hon.  Mr.  McLean  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver. 
Those  honourable  gentlemen  had  omitted  a 
great  deal  in  their  statements.  For  instance, 
the  Hon.  Mx.  Oliver  had  said  that  the  works  on 
which  the  proposed  loan  of  £40,000  was  to  be 
^ent  were  now  works. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OLIVER.— I  said  nothing  of 
tiiesort. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  would  accept 
the  honourable  gentleman's  explanation.  The 
Committee  had  it  in  evidence  that  the  work  was 
already  commenced,  and  the  700ft.  of  training- 
wall  necessary  for  the  work  had  been  finished. 
It  must  be  remembered  therefore  that,  if  these 
works  were  stopped  now  and  left  incomplete, 
what  was  already  done  would  be  jeopardized 
by  being  exposed  to  the  sea.  For  that  reason 
it  was  necessary  that  the  work  should  be 
finished  and  made  secure,  which  could  only 
be  done*  by  raising  the  money  and  going  on 
with  it  at  once.  He  regretted  that  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse  had  been  misled  by  what  he 
had  heard  outside  the  Council.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  had  heard  that  the  Harbour 
Board  had  only  by  a  majority  of  one  .assented 
to  promoting  the  Bill,  whereas  the  majority 
was  three — six  for  and  three  against.  He  de- 
precated such  statements,  more  especially  when 
they  came  from  a  gentleman  who  took  such  a 

I    prominent  position  in  the  Coimcil  as  the  Hon. 

;  Mr.  Waterhouse  did.  He  regretted  that  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Grace  had  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that 
this  Bill  was  brought  in  by  trickery.  That  was 
an  accusation  which  ought  never  to  be  made 
in  the  Council.  The  evidence  before  the  Coun* 
cil  proved  that  the  statement  was  unfounded. 
The  honourable  gentleman  also  assumed  the 
f6k  of  an  engineer,  overruling  the  opinion  of 
professional  gentlemen  like  Sir  John  Coode,  in 
stating  that  this  work  would  be  of  no  use,  and 
that  no  good  had  been  done  by  the  expenditure 
of  that  £60,000.    Now,  the  Conmiittee  had  it  in 
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evidence  that  the  bar,  and  particularly  the  river^ 
had  been  very  much  improved  since  this  work 
had  begim,  and  inquiries  he  had  since  made 
corroborated  the  evidence.  Inquiries  he  had 
made  of  seafaring  men,  and  of  a  member  of  th& 
other  House  who  wsiS  constantly  visiting  Wa- 
nganui, proved  that  the  evidence  given  to  the 
Conmaittee  was  correct.  Therefore  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Grace  was  not  accurate  in  his  statement,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  should  not  have  said 
he  would  vote  against  the  Bill  because  it  had 
been  promoted  by  trickery  and  nothing  else. 
He  hoped  the  Council  would  take  a  different 
view  of  the  matter.  He  must  say  that  from  the 
very  beginning,  when  the  matter  caino  before 
the  Local  Bills  Committee,  ho  had  observed 
there  was  much  hostility  in  regard  to  it ;  and — 
he  was  willing  to  be  corrected  if  he  was  wrong 
— it  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  treated  more 
like  a  party  question  than  a  question  simply  re* 
lating  to  a  work  recommended  by  a  local  body. 
Therefore  he  hoped  the  Council  would  look  into 
the  matter  more  closely,  and  find  out  the  rights 
and  wrongs  of  this  case.  What  evidence  had 
they  to  justify  them  in  rejecting  the  Bill  ?  It 
was  true  they  had  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bryce, 
but  even  he  had  acknowledged  that  part  of 
the  causes  of  complaint  which  had  existed  had* 
been  removed  by  this  very  Bill,  inasmuch  as  by 
itr  the  country  would  be  better  represented  on 
the  Board.  The  Council  had—in  his  opinion 
quite  uselessly — taken  the  evidence  of  the  mem- 
ber for  Rangitikei,  which  was  needless,  because 
any  one  who  looked  at  the  map  could  see  that 
tho  Rangitikei  District  could  not  but  derive 
benefit  from  the  improvement  of  the  harbour. 
But,  though  the  member  for  Rangitikei  ad- 
mitted that  distinctly,  he  had  said  that  he 
could  not  consent  to  his  district  being  included 
under  the  Bill:  he  admitted  that  his  consti- 
tuents would  benefit  by  the  improvement  of 
the  harbour,  but  said  he  did  not  believe  it 
was  right  they  should  contribute  towards  it.  It 
was  a  matter  of  great  necessity  to  complete  the 
work,  which  he  had  heard  would  be  very  use- 
ful. And,  even  after  the  Bill  was  passed,  the 
people  of  the  district  to  be  rated,  both  town  and 
countfy,  would  be  able  to  say,  by  their  votes^ 
whether  the  work  should  bo  carried  on  or  not. 
The  Council  should  not  hesitate  to  pass  the 
Bill.  The  Committee  had  it  further  in  evidence 
that  a  petition  was  got  up  by  the  opponents  of 
tho  Bill,  but  only  about  seventy  had  signed  it 
in  each  county,  out  of  about  four  hundred 
ratepayers  in  each  county ;  so  that  showed 
that  a  majority  even  of  the  cotlnty  ratepayers 
were  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  With  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Local  Bills  Committee 
the  county  ratepayers  would  be  far  better  re- 
presented than  the  townspeople,  as  they  would 
have  far  greater  voting-power  than  the  rate- 
payers m  the  town,  the  voting-power  being 
according  to  the  amount  of  property.  Every- 
thing considered,  he  hoped  the  Council  would 
pass  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said  there  were 
so  many  contradictory  statements  about  this 
Bill,  that  one  could  aljjinst  understand  the 
statement    of    the   Hon.   Mr.   Lahmann  that 
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there  was  a  good  deal  of  party  feeling  about  it. 
It  seemed  surrounded  with  mystery,  the  more 
80  as  a  gentleman  who  had  given  evidence 
before  the  Committee  had,  he  understood,  gone 
back  to.  Wanganui,  and  told  the  people  that 
the  BUI  was  to  be  thrown  out  by  the  Council. 
He  knew  very  little  about  the  Bill,  and  should 
like  to  know  more ;  and,  but  for  the  late  period 
of  the  session,  he  would  move  the  further  ad- 
journment of  the  debate  till  next  day. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  had  only  a  few 
words  to  say  ;  he  would  not  detain  the  Council, 
but  would  move.  That  the  Bill  be  read  the 
second  time  this  day  six  montns. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE,  in  speaking  on  the 
amendment,  said  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann  had 
entirely  misunderstood  the  position  that  he 
(Dr.  Grace)  had  assumed  towards  this  mea- 
sure, though  he  had  endeavoured  to  make 
it  abundantly  clear.  The  settled  district  of 
Rangitikei  had  been  left  out  of  liability  to 
rating  under  the  Act,  and  that  must  have  been 
done  knowingly  and  intentionally.  The  im- 
ports and  exports  of  that  county  must  go 
through  the  Port  of  Wanganui,  and  yet  it  had 
been  specifically  left  out,  and  therefore  he 
argued  it  had  been  left  out  intentionally.  He 
wished  to  make  it  clear  why  this  haid  been 
done.  The  Harbour  Board  had  received  a 
very  large  endowment  of  land,  upon  the  basis 
•of  which  wealth  it  proceeded  with  works,  and 
had  expended  £60,000  in  river  works,  which* 
he  alleged  from  his  experience  to  have  resulted 
in  no  good.  It  was  now  considered  advisable 
to  go  on  with  works  where  any  one  who  knew 
■anything  about  it  knew  that  the  improve- 
ments ought  to  have  been  made — at  the  Heads. 
The  wastefulness  and  extravagance  that  had 
hitherto  been  displayed  by  the  Board  in  rela- 
tion to  this  work  had  been  so  great,  judging 
by  its  results,  that  the  country  districts  were 
Afraid  to  submit  themselves  to  rating  under  the 
Bill ;  and,  if  the  various  districts  which  would 
be  benefited  by  the  improvement  of.  the  har- 
bour were  subjected  to  the  rating,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  the  country  districts  would  have 
a.n  overwhelming  voting-power,  and  the  result 
would  be,  either  the  rate  would  not  be  vot^d  for, 
or,  if  voted  for»  the  works  would  be  so  carefully 
overlooked  that  there  would  be  no  more  waste- 
fulness and  extravagance.  It  was  an  unde- 
niable fact  that  the  County  of  Rangitikei  was 
largely  interested  in  the  Port  of  Wanganui,  and 
that  it  had  been  left  out  of  the  rating  area. 
Assuming  this  had  been  done  unintentidnally, 
then  it  was  clear  that  the  mistake  should  be 
rectified ;  but  its  omission  appeared  to  him  not 
to  have  been  unintentional.  The  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  the  County  of  Rangitikei 
was  so  economical,  and  settlers  there  worked  so 
well  together  for  the  common  interest,  that  if 
the  district  were  included  under  the  Bill  the 
Harbour  Board  would  be  subjected  to  the 
:8trictest  possible  supervision,  and  it  would  be 
made  impossible  for  it  to  carry  on  these  works 
in  the  interests  of  Wanganui  Town,  adversely 
to  the  interests  of  the  country  districts.  That 
was  the  reason  the  aiea  had  been  so  limited. 
The  result,  if  the  Bill  was  carried,  would  be 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser 


that,  when  the  Legislature  had  fully  awakened 
to  the  fact  that  the  County  of  Rangitikei  had 
been  specifically  exempted  from  taxation,  a 
Bill  would  be  brought  in  rendering  the  county 
liable  to  the  rate,  because  a  district  interested 
in  the  work  could  not  be  exempted,  when  other 
districts  only  equally  interested  in  it  were  held 
liable  for  the  rate.  The  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee had  specifically  reported  that,  in  their 
opinion,  the  County  of  Rangitikei  ought  to  be 
rated  under  the  Bill,  and  took  the  Speaker's 
ruling  as  to  whether  they  could  recommend 
that;  the  Speaker  ruling  that,  as  the  county 
had  not  had  sufficient  notice,  it  ought  not  to  be 
done.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  had  proposed 
that  authority  should  be  given  to  the  Governor 
in  Council  to  establish  rating  districts  under 
this  Act ;  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean,  who  wu 
on  the  Committee,  had  distinctly  stated  thai 
this  money  was  not  imperatively  necessary, 
and  that  the  work  now  in  process  of  constj^- 
tion  would  not  necessarily  Qufier  from  any 
delay.  It  was  intended  by  the  present  con- 
tract to  run  the  wall  out  700ft.;  and  the 
portion  already  constructed  would  not  be  in- 
jured in  the  meantime.  The  matter  should 
not  be  hurried  on.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
feeling  in  the  Counties  of  Waitotara  and  Wft- 
nganui  was  strong  against  the  measure;  it 
would  be  difficult  to  get  the  rate  carried,  and, 
if  the  County  of  Rangitikei  had  been  included, 
it  would  be  still  more  difficult.  He  only  de- 
sired what  was  fair  and  reasonable ;  he  had  no 
party  or  personal  feeling  in  the  matter ;  and, 
though  it*  might  seem  strange  to  honourable 
members,  it  was  a  fact  that  he  did  not  kaow 
whether  his  property  was  in  the  District  of 
Wanganui  or  the  Rangitikei  District,  and  he 
did  not  know  it  because  he  did  not  pay  the 
rates  himself.  If  the  Coimcil  wished  for  the 
Bill  he  would  make  no  further  difficulty,  bat  j 
he  was  sure  the  result  would  be  that,  as  soon 
as  the  money  was  borrowed.  Parliament  would 
submit  the  County  of  Rangitikei  to  the  rating, 
though,  very  unfairly,  it  would  prove  never  to 
have  been  consulted  regarding  it  in  the  first 
instance. 

The  Hon.  Sir  G.  S.  WHITMORE  really 
thought  that  this  matter  had  been  threshed 
out  before.  The  County  of  Rangitikei  had  unfor- 
tunately been  left  out  of  the  rating  district :  he 
said  *'  unfortunately  "  in  spite  of  the  insinu- 
ations an  honourable  gentleman  had  made. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that  the 
County  of  Rangitikei  was  so  well  settled,  and 
had  such  influence,  that  it  could  successfully 
oppose  the  proposal,  and  probably  wojuld  do  so, 
and  that  it  had  therefore  been  left  out  of  the 
rating  area.  But  that  was  really  not  the  case 
at  all.  Any  person  who  had  any  knowledge  of 
the  district  knew  that  the  part  it  was  proposed 
to  include  by  no  means  held  a  large  portion 
of  the  population,  nor,  so  far  as  he  was  aware, 
were  the  people  there  more  influential  than, 
or  anything  like  so  numerous  as,  those  in  the 
other  two  counties.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  said  something  about  one  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  endowment ;  but,  if  his  memory 
had  served  him  better,  he  would  have  known 
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ibat  it  mtts  not  more  tliam  half  that.  The 
Hon.  Dr.  Crrace  had  also  saad  that  the  river 
works  were  no  good.  He  (Sir  G.  S.  Whit- 
more)  did  not  affect  to  be,  aR  that  honourable 
gentleman  might  be,  and  possibly  was,  a  marine 
engineer;  but  he  knew  this.*  that  these  works 
bad  been  approved  by  the  highest  engineering 
aathorifcy  we  had  had  in  the  colony — ^that  Sir 
John  Coode  fully  approved  of  the  plan  that 
was  being  followed.  What  had  beem  done  had 
very  greatly  improved  the  river,  and  be  <Sir  G. 
S.  Whitmoro)  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
when  the  larger  work  was  carried  out  it  would 
be  a  greater  success.  So  far  as  he  could  under- 
stand the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  that 
honourable  gentleman  wished  the  Council  to 
understand  that  the  interest  of  the  Town  of 
Wanganui  was  supreme  in  this  matter,  and 
^at  the  country  districts  would  be  at  a  disad- 
mntage.  Well,  there  was  no  question  that  the 
two  country  districts  were  far  more  influential 
than  the  Town  of  Wanganui,  &nd  under  the 
principle  of  voting  proposed  to  be  adopted  they 
would  be  something  like  two  to  one.  If  it  was 
found  that  a  majority,  such  a  majority  as  was 
prescribed,  wished  to  have  the  work,  why  should 
they  not  ?  There  was  not  the  slightest  reason 
why  people  should  not  pay  rates  if  they  chose. 
As  tJiey  asked  nothing  from  the  oolony  but 
leave  to  spend  their  own  money  in  their  own 
way,  what  possible  harm  could  there  be  in  the 
proposal  ?  He  admitted  that  the  County  of 
Ttangitikei  might  legitimately  have  been  asked 
to  join ;  but  he  would  point  out  that,  when  the 
tramway  that  was  in  course  of  construction 
was  completed,  Foxton  would  be  the  outlet  for 
Rangitikei,  and  not  Wanganui ;  and  it  was  be- 
cause that  work  was  known  to  be  near  comple- 
tion that  they  were  not  pressed  to  come  under 
the  rating  area.  The  real  fact  was  that  the 
part  of  the  Rangitikei  County  proposed  to  be 
brought  in  by  the  Local  Bills  Committee  — 
which  proposal,  on  a  superficial  view,  might 
iseem  fair  and  reasonable — was  excluded  be- 
cause it  was  thought  that  the  residents  would 
urge  that  they  were  more  interested  in  that 
part  of  Foxton.  l^e  Hon.  Dr.  Grace  had  said 
he  was  not  interested,  and  had  repeated  the 
remark  three  or  four  times ;  and  he  (Sir  G.  S. 
Whitmorej  could  not  help  thinking  of  the  say- 
uigi  "  Qui  s'excuse  8*cKcti9e."  It  was  no  doubt 
true  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  affairs 
there  were  conducted  by  a  manager;  but  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  if  they  did  not  put 
so  much  weight  mpon  their  own  interests  in  these 
matters  it  would  stiiengthen  their  arguments. 
The  statement  'tihat  this  was  a  matter  of  siir* 
prise  he  would  answer  by  stating  that  publida- 
tion  had  been  made  exactly  under  the  pre- 
scribed forms,  ample  opportunity  afforded  for 
considering  it,  and  tibat,  with  the  exception  of 
one  gentleman  <Who  was  unfortunate  in  his 
-election  contest,  there  had  been  no  remon- 
strance from  the  people  of  Wanganui.  The 
people  of  Wanganui  were  prejyared  to  pay  in- 
terest on  these  moneys  by  rates,  and  in  such  a 
<ft6e  the  Council  might  be  sure  they  were  in 
earnest.  Then,  under  the  Bill  the  people  had 
iull  right  of  veto  itf  they  were  dissatisiied.    If 


they  had  been  misinformed  about  the  willing- 
ness of  the  people,  they  would  know  it  by  the 
veto  that  would  be  put  on  the  proposal.  He 
trusted  that  honoursbble  gentlemen  would  not 
refuse  to  read  so  reasonable  a  Bill  a  second  time. 
Where  the  colony  had  been  asked  to  make 
enormous  sacrifices,  he  had,  on  some  occa- 
sions, thought  it  his  duty  to  vote  against  the 
proposal;  but,  in  a  ca*se  of  this  kind,  where 
the  people  merely  asked  to  be  allowed  to  put 
their  hands  in  their  own  pockets,  he  thought 
there  was  no  reason  why  they  should  not  do  so ; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
say,  because  they  had  not  included  a  portion 
of  a  neighbouring  county  in  the  rating  area, 
they  should  not  be  allowed  themselves  to  pay 
for  money  they  wanted  for  their  own  harbour. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  would  like  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann, 
who  had  credited  some  of  the  remarks  he  j[Mr. 
McLean)  had  made  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Oliver, 
and  some  of  the  Hon,  Mr.  Oliver's  remarks  to 
him  (Mr.  McLean).  The  honourable  gentle- 
man was  wrong  in  saying  that  he  (Mr.  McLean) 
had  said  that  the  works  now  being  carried  on 
would  stand  any  risk  of  being  damaged  if 
extended  to  the  point  to  which  the  contract 
had  been  taken.  So  far,  the  work  was  only 
going  600ft.  or .  700ft.,  and  was  in  shallow 
water,  and  therefore  not  endangered.  Then, 
the  honourable  gentleman  said  he  could  not 
understand  people  voting  to  bring  down  the 
Bill  from  the  Local  Bills  Committee  and 
voting  against  it  now.  For  his  part,  he  had 
voted  to  have  it  before  them.  He  would  like  to 
see  the  experiment  tried,  as  he  did  not  think  it 
could  do  any  harm ;  but  his  honourable  friend 
was  wrong  in  sajing  they  should  not  refuse  to 
read  the  Bill  the  second  time,  for  it  was  the 
ordinary  course  to  pass  or  reject  a  Bill  on  its 
second  reading.  He  was  sure  that  those  on  the 
Conomittee  would  acquit  him  of  having  any 
party  feeling  on  the  question.  As  to  what  the 
Hon.  Colonel  Whitmore  had  said  regarding 
the  fact  that  the  people  of  Wanganui  made  no 
protest  against  it,  it  was  true  that  the  towns 
people  haiid  said  nothing  against  it ;  but  the 
members  of  the  County  Council  of  Waito- 
tara  were  unanimously  against  it,  and  all 
but  one  of  the  members  of  the  Wanganui 
County  Council  were  against  it.  The  member 
for  Rangitikei  had  admitted  that  a  portion 
of  the  County  of  Rangitikei  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  rating  area,  and  said  that  if  the 
Bill  did  not  pass  he  would,  on  his  return,  use 
his  influence  to  get  them  to  ^gree  to  go  into 
the  rating  district,  as  he  was  in  favour  of  the 
works,  which  he  regarded  as  an  experiment. 
Of  course,  if  the  rating  area  was  widened,  the 
rates  on  the  people  would  be  lighter;  but  it 
was  to  be  observed  that  town  people  were  al- 
ways anxious  for  expenditure,  and  were  ready 
to  spend  as  much  money  as  they  were  allowed 
to  spend.  He  did  not  care  which  way  the  Bill 
went. 

The  Hon.  Colonel  BRETT  asked  permission 
of  the  Council  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Amendment,  bv  leave,  withdrawn. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  thought  that,  in  the 
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debate,  several  erron  had  been  made  whieb 
should  be  set  right.  The  Hon.  Oolonel  Brelt 
said  that  the  walls  ezl^ended  70ft.,  while  tbeif 
length  was  70Qft.  The  Hon.  Mr.  McLean^  he 
thought,  was  also  wrong  in  contradicting  Yam 
in  the  abrupt  manner  he  had  done.  He  cocild 
only  speak  upon  information  he  had  receiyed, 
but  he  believed  certain  difficulties  would  be 
experienced  unless  the  work  was  carried  to 
completion.  Then,  the  works  had  already 
been  productive  of  benefit,  for  there  was  now 
as  much  as  14ft.  of  water  where  there  had 
been  only  3ft.  or  4ft.,  and  it  was  hoped  the 
depth  wo  aid  be  still  further  improved.  So 
much  had  been  said  about  the  County  of 
Bongitikei  that  he  did  not  desire  to  dwell  upon 
it ;  but  he  thought  it  was  not  strange  that  the 
residents  there  should  not  be  anxious  to  be 
zated,  and  he  believed  that  Foxton  would  be 
the  proper  outlet  for  the  larger  portion  of  the 
district  when  the  tramway  was  completed. 
He  hoped  the  Council  would  not  hastily  pre- 
vent the  Bill  going  further.  If  the  amend- 
ments proposed  in  Committee  were  reasonable 
he  would  not  oppose  them,  but  he  considered 
that  it  would  be  hard  if  the  people  who  had 
done  all  that  the  law  required  should  be  re- 
fused the  opportunity  of  going  on  with  this  work. 
The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  tune." 
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Majority  for,  17. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
The  Council  adjourned  at  five  minutes  past 
nine  o'clock  p.m. 
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Property-Tax  Bill,  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill. 

WAIPAHI-ROXBURGH  LINE. 

Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  it  is  the  intention  of  tiie  Govem-^ 
ment  to  plaoe  a  sum  on  the  supplementary 
pubHe  works  estimates  for  the  formation  of  the- 
Grookston  section  of  the  Waipahi- Roxburgh 
Railway-Hne?  He  beHeved  tbat  for  this  sec- 
tion detailed  woricing  surveys  and  plans  had 
been  made,  and  he  did  not  wish  the  Minister 
for  Public  \N'orks  to  understand  from  the  form 
in  which  the  question  had  been  put  that  he 
thought  the  line  should  stop  at  the  end  of  this 
section.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought  that  th» 
whole  line  should  be  completed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSQjN  said  that  it  wa» 
not  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  put  a 
sum  on  the  supplementary  estimates  for  this 
purpose  ;  but  that  the  question  of  extension  of 
the  line  would  be  considered  during  the  reces8„ 
and  a  further  vote  asked  for  next  session. 

WOODVILLE  POST  AND  TELEGRAPH 
OFFICE. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  the  Postmaster-General,. 
If  he  will  have  an  addition  made  to  the  Wood- 
ville  Post  and  Telegraph  Office,  so  as  to  provide 
a  much-needed  additional  public  accommodft> 
tion? 

^Ir.  STOUT  replied  that,  when  the  railway- 
station  was  erected  at  Woodville,  suitable  ac- 
commodation in  eonnection  with  it  would  be 
provided  for  postal'  and  telegraph  work. 

SEAWARD  BUSH  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works,  If  he  will,  during  the  recess, 
cause  a  preliminary' survey  to  be  made  of  the 
Seaward  Bush  Railway4ine,  from  Oteramika  to> 
Mataura,  and  thence  to  its  ultimate  junction 
with  the  Oatlin's  River  Railway,  and  a  report 
to  be  prepared  for  the  information  of  this  House 
of  the  extent  and  character  of  the  agricultural 
and  forest  lands  which  will  be  rendered  acces- 
sible by  the  line  ?  He  had  reason  to  believe 
that,  if  the  Government  caused  a  survey  of  this, 
line  to  be  made,  the  result  would  show  that, 
on  business  principles,  the  railway  ought  to  bo 
constructed.  The  total  Idngth  would  be  aboat 
sixty  miles,  of  which  forty-six  miles  would  pass 
through  Crown  land  of  good  quality,  suitable  for 
small  settlers.  Another  advantage  of  the  line 
would  be  that  it  would  give  access  to  the  spe- 
cial settlement  advocated  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers.  If  the  Crown  lani 
were  enhanced  in  value  to  the  extent  of  10s. 
per  acre  for  ten  miles  on  each  side  of  the  rail- 
way, such  enhanced  value  would  pay  for  tho 
cost  of  construction. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  was  sorry  to  say  he 
could  not  give  a  favourable  answer.  At  all 
events,  the  Government  could  not  have  the- 
survey  made  during  next  recess* 
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MAEREWHENUA  MINERa 
Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  ot  Mines, 
If  the  Grovemipent  will  remove  the  disability 
to  which  the  Maerewhenua  miners  are  sub- 
jected through  the  riparian  -  right  question? 
Through  the  riparian  rights  claimed  by  the 
owners  of  the  land,  who  had  bought  frontages 
ix>  the  river,  a  very  valuable  gold  field  was 
left  unworkable..  That  had  been  the  case  for 
many  years,  and  in  1882  and  1883  he  asked 
the  Government  io  take  the  matter  in  hand. 
The  reply  was  that  they  would  deal  with  the 
matter ;  but  they  seemed  to  have  **  kept  the  mat- 
ter steeidily  in  view,"  and  he  hoped  the  present 
Qo^ecnment  would  act.  It  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  settlers  there  if  the  men  could 
be  employed  in  the  neighbourhood  in  the 
winter- time.  These  diggings  were  likely  to 
last  for  years,  and  the  unemployed  would  not 
be  heard  of  in  future  in  that  district. 

Mr.  BAIiliANGE  said  the  Government  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  remove  the  difficulty  if  they 
saw  any  means  of  doing  so.  He  recognized 
that  this  was  a  question  of  very  great  import- 
ance, which  had  been  agitated  for  some  years  ; 
and  he  quite  sympathized  with  the  honourable 
member  in  his  want  of  success  in  the  past. 
Up  to  the  present  the  Government  had  not 
had  time  to  consider  the  question ;  but  during 
the  recess  they  would  do  so,  with  a  view  of 
bringing  down  a  measure  next  session,  and 
perhaps  the  honourable  gentleman  would  be 
good  enough  to  make  suggestions  as  to  the 
^hape  the  measure  should  take. 

LAKE  COUNTRY  RAILWAY, 
ilr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will,  during  the  recess,  cause  a 
OTrvey  to  be  made  of  the  line  of  railway  up  the 
Waitaki  to  the  Lake  country,  and  a  report  of 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  land  to  be 
settled  upon  on  each  side  of  such  route,  and 
whether  tlie  same  facilities  would  be  extended 
to  a  company  to  form  such  line  as  are  now  given 
to  the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway  Company 
of  the  Ikliddle  Island  ?  The  extension  of  this 
railway  for  thirty-two  or  thirty-three  miles 
would  open  up  a  very  large  and  fertile  district. 
Formerly  it  was  supposed  that  the  country  was 
too  high  to  grow  anything ;  but  that  delusion 
was  now  dispelled,  and  it  was  proved  that  the 
land  would  grow  turnips  and  grain  of  all  sorts. 
There  were  50,000  acres  ready  for  the  plough 
along  the  first  thirty  miles,  and  a  little  further 
on  to  the  north  there  were  another  50,000  acres 
of  fertile  land  to  be  opened.  The  line  alto- 
I  gether  would  open  up  640,000  acres  of  hmd  be- 
I  longing  to  the  Crown;  and,  in  addition,  there 
were  100,000  acres  belonging  to  the  local  bodies, 
such  as  -Harbour  Boards,  and  education  en- 
dowment ;  so  that  he  thought  this  was  a  line 
which  should  be  considered. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that,  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  be  satisfied  with 
A  flying  survey,  he  might  perhaps  be  able  to 
^ve  an  answer  in  the  affirmative ;  but,  if  he 
wanted  a  survey  of  any  practical  use,  he  (Mr. 
Richardson)  was  sure  the  department  would 
not  be  able  to  undertake  it  during  the  recess. 


Regarding  the  latter  part  of  the  question,  no 
propositions  of  any  sort  had  reached  the  Go- 
vernment from  any  company,  and  during  the 
short  time  they  had  been  in  office  they  had  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any 
Crown  land  immediately  fronting  on  the  route 
this  line  would  take.  If  a  company  made  a 
proposal  to  the  Gk)vemment  the  Grovemment 
would  give  the  matter  their  consideration. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  making  a  survey,  as  the  railway  ran 
alongside  a  river  the  whole  way,  and  a  man  on 
horseback  could  make  a  survey  in  half  a  day. 

TE  MAIRAHOE. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands 
and  Native  Affairs,  If  he  will  cause  sufficient 
land  to  be  set  aside  for  Te  Mairahoe  and  his 
people  in  some  suitable  locality?  This  chief 
and  his  people  were  the  only  Natives  in  the 
South  Island  who  had  been  left  out  in  the  cold. 
He  had  made  frequent  applications  to  be  placed 
in  a  position  to  have  land  of  his  own  to  keep 
himself  and  his  people;  and,  when  they  saw 
the  immense  areas  held  by  Europeans  in  the 
Soutii  Island,  which  they  had  acquired  from 
the  Natives  for  a  mere  nothing,  and  considered 
the  state  of  the  Natives  in  the  South  Island, 
surely  they  ought  to  make  reserves  for  the 
support  of  these  people,  and  so  settle  a  trouble- 
some difficulty. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  was  informed  by 
the  Conmiissioner  of  Native  Reserves  that  Te 
Mairalioe  and  his  people  had  land  to  settle  on, 
if  they  chose  to  return  to  it ;  -but  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  land  was  sufficient  in  quan- 
tity or  quality.  He  was  told  that  the  Natives 
laid  claim  to  a  very  large  portion  of  the  Middle 
Island.  The  honourable  gentleman  would  see 
that,  unless  those  Natives  withdrew  their  ex- 
travagant claims  to  land  to  which  they  had  no 
right  whatever,  it  was  quite  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  deal  with  the  question.  He 
could  make  no  promise,  but,  if  the  Natives 
sent  in  a  reasonable  application  for  lands  to  be 
set  apart,  he  would  give  it  consideration. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  that  years  ago  he 
endeavoured  to  get  this  question  settled,  and  at 
that  time,  he  beUeved,  if  a  very  small  reserve  at 
Lake  Wanaka  had  been  given  to  these  Natives, 
it  would  have  settled  the  whole  difficulty,  and 
he  thought  that  should  be  done  now. 

MANUKAU  HEADS  LIGHTS. 
^Ir.  HAMLIN  asked  the  Conmiissioner  of 
Customs,  Whether,  in  view  of  the  recent  ap- 
plication of  the  Northern  Shipping  Company 
to  have  guiding  lights  placed  at  the  Manukau 
Heads,  he  will  notify  the  determination  of  the 
Government  on  the  subject  to  the  company  as 
soon  as  he  can  conveniently  do  so  ?  He  might 
explain  that,  when  a  Committee  sat  in  1883,  the 
acting  manager  of  this  company,  very  much  to 
the  surprise  of  the  Committee  and  tiie  officers 
of  the  company's  vessels,  was  somewhat  adverse 
to  placing  gmding-lights  at  the  Heads;  but 
immediately  upon  the  return  of  the  managing 
director,  who  was  himself  a  captain  of  very 
great  experience,  he  wrote   as  follows  :    " 
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Tegzbt  that  he  should  have  replied  in  the  strain 
he  did,  which  is  so  entirely  adverse  to  the  opin- 
ion of  all  the  master -mariners  in  our  employ 
upon  that  coast."  The  managing  director  had 
requested  him  fMr.  Hamlin)  to  *' endeavour 
to  secure  the  lignts  for  the  purpose  for  whicli 
they  were  asked — namely,  the  safety  of  small 
vessels  crossing  the  bar  at  night."  When  he 
last  asked  a  question  in  the  House  relative  to 
these  lights,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  read  an 
extract  from  a  report  by  the  Harbourmaster 
at  the  Manukau,  stating  that  in  the  day-time 
two  vessels  had  touched  on  the  bar  going  in. 
He  must  say  that  the  Harbourmaster  had  not 
stated  the  whole  question  fairly ;  otherwise  he 
would  have  stated  that  those  vessels  were  en- 
deavouring to  beat  in  when  they  touched  the 
bar.  So  far  as  steamers  were  concerned,  he 
was  aware  that  the  "  Hinemoa,"  which  drew 
as  much  water  as  most  steamers  trading  to 
that  port,  often  crossed  the  bar  at  midnight 
with  perfect  safety.  The  misfortune  was  that 
masters  of  other  steamers  were  not  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  port  as  the  master  of  the 
"  Hinemoa."  There  was  no  doubt  that  if  those 
lights  were  placed  there,  so  as  to  enable  vessels 
to  enter  at  night,  it  would  be  an  inunense 
boon,  not  only  to  shippers  of  stock,  but  also  to 
passengers.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
take  the  matter  into  serious  consideration,  and 
have  lights  placed  there,  so  that  vessels  could 
enter  at  all  hours  of  the  night. 

]Mr.  STOUT  said  the  Grovemment  were 
anxious  to  do  anything  they  could  to  give  light, 
but,  as  the  honourable  gentleman  was  aware, 
the  expediency  of  placing  guiding  lights  here 
had  been  questioned.  One  of  the  Government 
steamers  was  going  to  the  Manukau  shortlyj 
and  the  Government  intended  to  have  a  special 
report  made  on  the  subject.  If  it  was  favour- 
able the  proposal  would  be  carried  out;  but, 
if  tmfavourable,  of  course  that  would  not  be 
done. 

•  BRUNNERTON   RESIDENT   MAGIS- 
TRATE'S COURT. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice, Whether  the  Government  will  take  steps 
to  have  periodical  sittings  of  the  Resident 
Magistrate's  Court  held  at  Brunnerton,  where 
there  is  a  population  of  about  1,700  inhabitants 
now  resident  ?  A  constable  was  stationed  there, 
and  there  was  aji  available  school-building 
not  used  for  school  purposes;  so  that  there 
would  be  no  expense,  as  the  Magistrate  could 
travel  by  rail  from  Greymouth. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  the  information  at 
his  command  went  to  show  that  there  was  no 
immediate  necessity  for  establishing  a  Court 
at  Brunnerton.  .  But  he  would  make  further 
inquiries,  and  act  accordingly. 

LICENSING  COMMITTEES'  CLERKS. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  Will  the  Government  place  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  on  the  estimates  to  pay  the 
salaries  of  those  clerks  of  the  Licensing  Com- 
mittees who  have,  since  their  appointment  by 
the  Governor,  been  performing  their  duties 
Mr,  Hamlin 


without  receiving  any  salary?  This  referred 
to  an  injustice  that  appealed  to  be  perpetrated 
on  clerks  appointed  to  the  Licensing  Com- 
mittees. Under  the  Licensing  Act  the  local 
bodies  were  not  permitted  to  pay  the  clerks* 
who  were  appointed  by  the  Government,  and 
the  fees  collected  were  paid  into  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.  He  maintained  that,  as  a  matter 
of  justice,  where  these  clerks  were  performing 
a  duty  under  appointment  by  the  Governor, 
some  provision  should  be  made  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  salaries. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  Government  did  not  see 
their  way  to  paying  salaries  in  these  cases  in 
the  shape  of  gratuities.  He  understood  that 
all  the  fees  went  to  the  local  bodies  in  most 
cases  throughout  the  colony.  He  knew  that 
in  the  largo  towns  they  were  in  the  habit  of 
giving  some  small  bonus  to  tliese  clerks.  If 
he  placed  a  sum  on  the  estimates  in  one  case 
it  would  have  to  be  done  in  all,  and  there  vas. 
no  knowing  what  the  total  would  amount  to. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  wished  to  put  himself  right 
in  regard  to  one  remark  made  by  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  He  said  that  the  fees  all 
went  to  the^  local  bodies.  The  license -fees 
went  to  them,  but  the  fees  collected  by  these 
clerks  as  fees  went  to  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
and,  as  these  fees  had  been  inci^eased  lately^ 
sufficient  revenue  ought  to  be  obtained  from 
this  source  to  pay  the  clerks'  salaries. 

CHRISTCHURCH-HOKITIKA  ROAD. 

Mr.  McMillan  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  Why  the  roaxlmen  on  the  Christ- 
church  -  Hokitika  Road  have  not  been  paid 
their  wages  during  the  last  four  months ;  and 
if.  the  Minister  will  take  steps  to  have  arrears 
paid  up,  and  to  insure  punctual  payments  in 
future  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said,  with  regard  to 
the  first  part  of  the  question,  he  might  explain 
that  the  arrangement  had  been  made  to  suit  the 
workmen  themselves,  at  their  own  request.  He 
was  not  aware  of  this  till  the  question  was  put 
on  the  Paper.  He  had  given  instructions  that 
these  wages  were  to  be  paid  monthly  in  future, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  the  men  rely- 
ing on  the  storekeepers  for  accommodation 
along  that  road,  which  was  an  objectionable 
course.  With  regard  to  what  was  owing  to  the 
men,  the  back  wages  would  be  paid  during 
next  week,  and  arrangements  to  that  effect 
heui  been  made  before  notice  of  this  question 
was  given. 

NAPIER-WOODVILLE  RAILWAY. 
Iklr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Mmister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  so  alter  the  direction  of  the 
railway-line  from  Napier  vid  the  Gorge  as  to 
provide  for  the  railway  going  from  Woodville 
to  Palmerston,  instead  of  from  Woodville  U> 
Bunnythorpe  ?  He  might  explain  that  a  vote 
was  taken  on  the  public  works  estimates  for 
taking  the  line  from  Woodville  to  Bunny- 
thorpe. As  the  original  line  was  laid  out,  the 
junction  took  place  at  Bunnythorpe,  the  West 
Coast  line  and  the  line  from  Napier  joining 
there.    If  that  line  were  adhered  to,  it  would 
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necessitate  the  traffic  from  Napier  to  Welling- 
ton being  taken  round  two  sides  of  a  triangle 
to  Palmerston.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  was  aware  of  this  circumstance.  He 
(Mr.  Ormond)  had  been  urged  by  people  in  his 
district  to  bring  the  matter  under  the  notice 
of  the  Government,  and  he  hoped  the  desired 
alteration  in  the  direction  of  the  lino  would  be 
made. 

BIr.  E.  BICHARDSON  said  the  Government 
believed  there  existed  a  necessity  for  the  altera- 
tion of  the  route,  and  the  matter  was  now  under 
consideration. 

P.\RK'S  ISLAND  QUARANTINE  BUILD- 
INGS. 

Mr.  ORMOND  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will  provide  on  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates for  making  such  alterations  in  the 
quarantine  buildings  at  Park's  Island  as  will 
make  them  available  for  use  in  place  of  the 
present  unsuitable  Limatic  Asylum  ?  He  was 
ftware  that  there  were  some  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  the  Grovemmcnt  giving  him  any  ex- 
plicit answer  on  this  subject.  They  knew  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  he  would  ask 
that  his  request  might  be  complied  with  in  the 
event  of  their  making  such  arrangements  as 
were  favourable  to  giving  effect  to  it. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  Government  were  fully 
alive  to  the  necessity  for  further  accommoda- 
tion in  regard  to  this  asylum,  and  they  had 
now  under  consideration  some  negotiations 
whereby  further  accommodation  would  bo 
afforded. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTORS. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  some  arrangement  cail- 
not  be  made  to  secure  the  payment  of  moneys 
due  to  contractors  for  works  executed,  without 
the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  the  past  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  he  was 
aware  great  delay  often  occurred  in  making 
these  payments.  During  the  short  time  he 
had  been  in  office  he  had  not  had  time  to  de- 
vise a  scheme  to  obviate  this,  but  the  matter 
was  now  receiving  attention.  Payments  often 
took  four  or  five  weeks  to  go  through,  and  he 
was  certain  that  means  could  be  adopted  to 
prevent  this. 

WAIMATE  RELIEF  WORKS. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for. 
PnbUc  Works,.  Whether  further  temporary  em- 
ployment will  be  provided  for  some  thirty  men 
discharged  from  relief  works  at  Waimate  two 
or  three  days  ago  ? 

ij.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  work 
of  the  department  on  which  these  men  had 
been  engaged  was  now  completed,  and  the  only 
work  the  Government  could  offer  them  was  on 
the  railway  works  at  Little  River,  whither 
passes  would  be  given  them  by  train,  if  applied 

CYLINDER  CASTINGS. 
Mr.  LE  VEST  AM  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will,  with  a  view  to 
encourage  local  industries,  modify  the  condi- 


tions attached  to  the  Wellington-Napior  Con- 
tract for  cylinder  castings,  and  other  works  of 
a  similar  nature,  so  as  to  enable  local  manu> 
facturers  to  compete  for  those  works :  that  is 
to  say,  will  he  extend  the  time  in  which  such 
works  have  to  be  executed,  and  will  he  reduce 
the  penalties  to  a  reasonable  amount  ?  He 
had  always  held  the  opinion  that  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  they  should  develop 
their  local  industries,  and  he  was  of  opinion 
that  it  was  their  first  duty  to  find  emplo^-ment 
for  their  artisans.  With  that  view  he  placed 
the  question  on  the  Order  Paper.  He  might 
also  say  that  he  believed  the  Government  wer& 
as  anxious  to  do  this  as  he  was  to  see  it  done  ; 
but  in  this  instance  they  had  surrounded  the 
work  with  such  conditions  that  he  thought  it 
was  quite  impossible  for  local  manufacturera 
to  compete  for  it.  This  was  a  contract  for 
castings  for  the  Wellington  and  Napier  cont 
tract,  and  the  work  was  to  be  completed  in  eight 
weeks.  He  knew  a  little  about  this  particular 
business,  and  he  believed  it  would  be  quite 
impossible  for  any  firm  in  Wellington,  or  the 
three  firms  of  foundrymen  united,  to  execute 
the  work  in  that  time.  He  was  also  credibly- 
informed  that  there  was  no  establishment  in 
New  Zealand  which  could  do  it  in  the  time. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  where  it  was 
only  foundrj'  work,  the  manufacturers,  if  solely 
engaged  in  this  work,  would  be  debarred  from 
domg  fitting  work,  because,  if  the  foundry 
stopped,  fitting  ajid  other  business  would  stop. 
He  would  ask  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
whether  he  would  not  extend  the  time  to  a 
period  more  reasonable  than  eight  weeks,  and 
whether  he  could  not  see  his  way  to  reduce  the 
penalties,  which  were  in  this  case  £25  per  week. 
In  making  castings  of  this  kind  sometimes  a 
•*  duffer  "  turned  out,  and  it  would  be  a  serioua 
matter  to  impose  a  penalty  of  .€25  per  week  in 
a  contract  amounting  to  from  £1,000  to  £1,200. 
He  would  also  ask  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  not  relax  the  conditions  im- 
posed as  to  finding  bondsmen.  It  was  stated 
in  the  specifications  that,  if  the  bondsmen 
named  by  the  tenderer  were  not  approved  by 
the  Governor,  he  should  absolutely  forfeit  the 
deposit-money.  If  a  tender  was  not  accepted,, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  tenderer  should 
not  be  made  to  pay  a  penalty. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  question 
referred  to  a  matter  of  considerable  urgency^ 
and  the  Engineer-in-Chi6f  was  led  to  suppose, 
by  one  of  the  principal  foundry  firms  in  Wel- 
lington, that  the  time  given  in  this  contract 
would  enable  this  work  to  be  done.  Inquiries 
had  been  made  since  this  question  was  put 
on  the  Order  Paper,  and  he  had  given  instruc- 
tions that  morning  that  the  time  should  be 
extended.  With  regard  to  the  second  part  of 
the  question,  tl^s  work  was  of  such  a  nature 
that  he  did  not  feel  inclined  to  relax  the  con- 
ditions attached  to  this  contract.  It  was  a 
matter  of  urgency,  and  the  Government  con- 
sidered that  the  penalty  was  not  too  large 
under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  asked  whether,  in  the  event 
'of  no  tender  being  accepted,  the  honourable 
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gentleman  would  be  able  to  import  from  Eng- 
land within  the  time  specified. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  knew  perfectly  well  that  he  had 
asked  a  most  ridiculous  question. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  the  Government  have,  consequent 
npon  the  resolution  passed  by  this  House  on 
the  9th  September  last,  made  arrangements 
that  the  railway  employes  shall  be  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  statutory  holidays,  the  first 
being  near  at  hand,  the  9th  proximo ;  and,  if 
not,  will  they  issue  the  necessary  circular  of 
instructions  forthwith  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Government 
had  not  issued  any  instructions  yet  under  the 
resolution  referred  to,  but  would  take  the  mat- 
ter into  consideration  as  soon  as  the  session 
was  over.  With  regard  to  this  particular  holi- 
day, it  was  only  a  certain  proportion  of  the 
men  who  could  get  away.  It  was  one  on  which 
a  very  largo  number  of  railway  employes  would 
bo  required  at  their  work,  but  arrangements 
would  be  made  to  let  them  off  on  other  days  of 
the  year. 

LYELL  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  the  Gk)vemment  will  have 
the  site  for  a  bridge  over  the  BuUer,  at  Lyell, 
selected,  and  specifications  prepared,  before 
next  session,  in-  order  that  the  work  may  be 
proceeded  with  as  soon  as  possible  ?  The 
bridge  in  question  was  one  of  very  great  im- 
portance, and  he  believed  that  the  perma- 
nent hcaid  of  the  engineering  department  had 
already  fixed  the  site  of  the  bridge,  and  had 
prepared  some  plans. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  answered  the  question  for  him, 
because  he  stated  that  plans  had  been  pre- 
pared and  the  site  fixed  upon.  If  the  Govern- 
ment saw  their* way  to  go  on  with  the  work 
next  session  they  would  do  so. 

NGATIRAHIRI  LANDS. 
Colonel  TRIMBLE  asked  the  Native  Minis- 
ter, Whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  report  of  Sir  William  Fcx,  dated  16th 
January  last,  recommending  that  a  simi  of 
£4,000  should  be  applied  to  fencing  and  other 
improvements  upon  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Ngatirahiri,  as  compensation  for  lands  of  which 
they  were  deprived  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
take  steps  for  carrying  out  the  views  of  the 
West  Coast  Commissioner?  The  tribe  referred 
to  in  the  question  consisted  of  loyal  Natives, 
ajid  those  persons,  owing  to  some  confusion  of 
the  times,  had  their  land  granted  for  settle- 
ment to  Europeans.  It  was  found  impossible 
to  remove  these  Europeans  from  the  land,  and 
some  concession  was  considered  at  the  time  by 
persons  who  had  charge  of  the  matter  to  be 
necessary.  Sir  William  Fox  went  very  care- 
fully into  the  whole  matter,  and  reported  that 
something  ought  to  be  done.  He  made  a  sug- 
gestion that  £4,000  should  be  set  apart  as  a 
fair  thing,  and  he  thought  this  ought  not  to  be 
Jfr.  lievestam 


divided  amongst  the  Natives  individually,  but 
expended  in  providing  fencing,  farming  imple- 
ments, and  so  on,  for  their  permanent  benefit 
Nothing,  so  far,  had  been  done  in  the  matter. 
There  had  been  various  changes  in  public 
affairs,  which  no  doubt  had  kept  the  matter 
from  being  carefully  considered.  Under  Uie 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  right  to  put  the 
question  standing  in  his  name. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  observed  from  the  papeis 
that  Sir  William  Fox  had  recommended  that  a 
sum  of  £4,000  should  be  applied  to  the  par- 
poses  referred  to  by  the  honourable  gentleman. 
He  proposed  to  look  carefully  into  the  matter 
and  make  further  inquiries  during  the  recess, 
and  come  down  next  session  with  some  definite 
proposal  on  the  subject. 

HOKITIKA  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  If  he  will  take  the  necessary  stops 
to  have  telephonic  communication  established 
with  the  Hokitika  Hospital,  Hokitika  Gaol, 
Hokitika  Asylum,  and  the  residence  in  the 
Town  of  Hokitika  of  the  medical  ofiicer  in 
charge  of  these  institutions  ?  These  institutions 
were  some  distance  out  of  town,  and,  in  case 
of  accidents,  the  unfortunate  sufferers  bad  to 
wait  until  a  messenger  was  sent  to  the  doctor, 
the  distance  to  be  traversed  being  about  two 
miles.  There  had  been  several  cases  of  the 
kind,  and  that  was  why  the  matter  had  bera 
brought  under  his  attention.  The  doctor  lived 
in  the  town,  and,  as  the  wires  extended  p^st 
his  residence,  the  only  expense  v^ould  be  thftfc 
of  obtaining  the  instrument,  and  the  cost  of 
connecting  the  wire. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  there  would  be  no 
t>bjection  to  coxmecting  the  Hokitika  Hospital, 
Gaol,  and  Asylum  together,  but  he  was  mmble 
to  say  that  he  was  willing  to  extend  the 
conununication  to  the  private  residence  of  the 
medical  man  in  charge.  It  would  be  establish- 
ing a  precedent  which  would  be  inconvenient. 
The  doctor  might  have  the  wire  taken  to  his 
house,  and,  if  the  house  wa^  not  his  own,  he 
might  remove,  and  they  might  be  constantly 
following  him  from  house  to  house  with  the 
telephone.  If  the  medical  man  was  likely  to 
remain  in  the  house  for  some  time,  he  (Sir 
J.  Vogtel)  would  see  what  could  be  done  to  g«t 
the  telephone  wire  extended. 

CASTLEROCK  FREESTONE. 
Mr.  COWAN  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will,  during  the  recess,  caase  a 
survey  to  be  made  of  a  line  of  light  railway 
between  Winton  and  Kingston  Railway,  at 
Dipton,  and  the  deposit  of  freestone  on  Crown 
lands  at  Castlerock,  with  the  view  of  faa\'ing 
the  probable  cost  of  same  a8certainc<l  ?  He 
had  been  led  to  ask  this  question  in  consequence 
of  a  petition  which  he  had  the  honour  to  pie* 
sent  from  a  considerable  number  of  residents 
at  Dipton,  in  the  County  of  Southland,  ask- 
ing that  this  particular  survey  should  bo  made. 
The  Waste  Lands  Committee  reported  that,  as 
this  was  a  matter  for  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with,  it  should  be  referred  to  them 
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Idr  their  consideiation.  He  would  read  the  re- 
mit which  had  been  obtained  from  the  Public 
Worls  Department  on  the  subject : — 

"Public  Works,  Wellington,  N.Z., 
"13th  October,  1884. 

»*SiB,— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  26th 
nltimo,  enclosing  a  petition  from  residents  at 
Dipton  relative  to  the  construction  of  a  tram- 
Tpay  between  the  Winton  and  Kingston  Bail- 
vay  and  the  Gastlerock  deposit  of  limestone, 
3iki  requesting  a  report  tbereon,  I  have  the 
honour  to  forward  the  subjoined  copy  of  a  me- 
morandum from  the  Assistant  Engineer -in - 
Chief  upon  the  subject,  for  the  information  of 
the  Committee. — I  have,  &c., 

"  C:  Y.  O'Connor, 
"  Under-Secretary  for  Public  Works. 
-"The  Chairman,  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
"  House  of  Hepresentatives. 

"  *  ^femarandum. — The  stone  is  a  very  good 
<me.  It  belongs  to  the  same  class  as  the 
Oamaru  stone,  but  is  heavier  and  far  less 
^roos.  It  is  probably  one  of  the  best  free- 
stones in  the  Middle  Island.  Beyond  the 
liiidging  of  the  Oreti  there  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  making  a  railway  or  tramway  to  the 
stone,  the  country  being  quite  flat.  Had  the 
original  line  of  the  Winton  and  Kingston  Rail- 
way been  adhered  to  it  would  have  run  quite 
close  to  the  stone.— W.  N.  Blaib.'  " 

The  particular  deposit  of  freestone  at  Castle- 
lock  was  of  a  very  valuable  character,  having 
obtained  a  first  prize  at  the  Sydney'Exhibition, 
u  also  at  Melbourne  ;  and,  from  that  point  of 
view,  he  trusted  the  request  he  had  now  made 
iroald  be  favourably  considered  by  the  Minister 
ior  Public  Works. 

Itr.  E.  RICHARDSON  believed  that  the 
deposit  of  freestone  was  of  much  importance. 
Bat  there  was  no  necessity  for  making  the  sur- 
vey asked  for,  as  the  country  was  very  level, 
and  when  the  Kingston  Railway  was  originally 
I  made  it  had  been  laid  out  to  go  in  the  direction 
referred  to,  and  a  flying  survey  was  then  made. 

WEST  \\^ANGANUI  LAND. 
Mr.  HOLMES  asked  the  Government,  If  it 
is  true  that  the  late  Ministry,  of  which  Mr. 
Rolleston  was  Minister  of  Lands,  allowed  a 
syndicate  in  Wellington,  of  whom  his  colleague 
was  one,  to  buy  a  large  tract  of  Maori  land  In 
ihe  Middle  Island,  extending  from  West  Wa- 
nganui  Inlet  to  the  Turimawiwi  River,  and 
which  land  is  of  an  auriferous  character,  and 
a  portion  of  which  was  a  proclaimed  gold  field  ? 
In  order  that  the  Government  might  be  able 
to  answer  this  question  satisfactorily,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  him  to  give  a  few  facts.  It 
seemed  that  in  the  Middle  Island,  in  the  Pro- 
vincial District  of  Nelson,  on  the  seaboard, 
there  was  a  large  trckct  of  Iblaori  land,  which 
he  believed  was  a  reserve,  and  had  been  pro- 
claimed a  gold-field  district.  It  extended  from 
West  Wanganui  Inlet  to  the  Turimawiwi  River, 
-and  contained  something  Hke  89,000  acres  of 
land.  The  land  was  of  a  highly -auriferous 
character :  it  contained  various  minerals,  and 
especially  a  large  gold  field.  It  seemed  that  in 
1879  some  Wellington  speculators  in  Maori  land 


cast  a  covetous  eye  upon  this  piece  of  land,  and 
brought  influence  to  bear  upon  the  Ghovemment 
with  a  view  to  getting  possession  of  it.  The  (Go- 
vernment made  inquiries  as  to  the  value  of  the 
land,  and  Mr.  Mackay ,  the  Native  Lands  Frauds 
Commissioner,  reported  to  the  Government  in 
1879 — as  he  (Mr.  Holmes)  was  informed — that 
this  land  was  of  a  very  valuable  character. 
That  opinion  had  been  borne  out  by  the  Maoris, 
who  stated  that  the  land  was  highly  auriferous 
and  contained  several  valuable  gold  fields.  That 
report  was  supported  by  the  report  of  Mr.  Cox, 
who  also  described  the  land  as  being  highly 
auriferous.  That  gentleman's  report  could  be 
seen  in  the  Museum  at  Wellington.  It  seemed 
that  last  year,  or  this  year — he  was  unable  to 
tell  which — certain  speculators — friends,  as  he 
would  show,  of  the  late  Minister  of  Klines,  the 
present  member  for  Geraldine — ^were  allowed  by 
the  Government  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase 
of  this  lajid.  The  land  was  passed  through  the 
Native  Land  Court ;  and  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
who  ought  to  have  protected  the  interests  of  the 
people,  never  in  any  way  interfered.  He  had 
no  representative  there,  ajid  these  lands  were 
allowed  to  go  to  these  persons  for  about  2s.  6d. 
an  acre.  They  were  described  as  of  a  highly- 
valuable  character,  and  some  of  them  would  be 
leased  by  persons  to  invest  in  gold-mining  in- 
dustries at  not  less  than  £1  per  acre  per  annum. 
These  lands,  as  he  understood,  had  now  been 
sold,  without  any  protest  on  the  part  of  the 
late  Minister  of  Mines,  to  a  company.  He 
could  not  himself  vouch  for  the  correctness 
of  this  statement,  but  he  had  been  told  by  a 
gentleman  living  in  Wellington,  a  highly-repu- 
table character,  that  one  of  the  persons  com- 
posing that  syndicate  was  a  colleague  of  the 
late  Minister  of  Mines ;  another  was  a  member 
of  the  House,  and  a  strong  supporter  of  the  late 
Minister  of  Mines ;  and  the  third  was  a  gentle- 
man who  was  now  in  the  Upper  House,  and 
who  was  placed  in  that  Chamoer  by  a  Govern- 
ment of  which  the  late  Minister  of  Klines  was 
a  member,  or  his  son.  If  those  facts  were  true 
— and  the  late  Minister  of  Mines  would  have 
an  opportunity  of  replying — they  might  be  de- 
scribed, not  as  high-handed  plunder,  but  in 
words  much  stronger  than  those. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  the  informa- 
tion which  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
given  to  the  House  did  not  seem  to  involve  all 
that  the  question  would  appear  to  imply.  There 
wad  no  evidence  in  the  department  that  the  late 
Minister  of  Mines  had  any  negotiations  with, 
a  syndicate  to  obtain  this  Maori  land  in  the 
Middle  Island.  The  position  of  the  question,  so 
far  as  he  could  make  out,  was  simply  this :  The 
Collingwood  County  Council  sent  up  a  request 
to  the  Native  Department  that  it  should  pur- 
chase this  Native  reserve,  which  appeared  to 
them  to  be  of  a  suitable  character  for  settle- 
ment. In  1879  the  Native  Minister  called 
upon  the  Commissioner  of  Native  Reserves,  Mr. 
Alexander  Mackay,  to  furnish  him  with  a  re- 
port. The  Commissioner  furnished  the  report 
— a  very  lengthy  one — agoing  into  great  details, 
and  into  the  question  of  the  value  of  the  land. 
The  extent  of  the  reserve  was  more  than  100,000 
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acres,  and  the  Commissioner  represented  it  as 
rugged  and  nnfit  for  settlement — that  only  a 
comparatively  small  amount  of  this  land  would 
be  suitable  for  settlement.  But  he  said,  on 
the  other  hand,  that,  from  a  mineral  point  of 
view,  it  was  a  reserve  of  a  most  valuable  cha- 
racter. It  was  stated  that  some  people  seemed 
to  be  anxious  to  obtain  the  reserve;  and  the 
Commissioner,  in  his  report,  said  he  could  only 
understand  by  it  that  they  were  anxious  to  dis- 
]K)Ksess  the  Maori  owners  of  all  that  was  valu- 
able. Upon  that,  no  further  action  seemed  to 
have  been  taken  by  the  department;  but  in 
the  present  year  the  sale  was  allowed.  It  was 
passed  on  the  27th  October,  1884,  by  the  Com- 
missioner. The  matter  seemed  to  have  been 
completed  on  the  9th  June,  1884.  The  agree- 
ment which  was  made  by  the  purchaser  was 
made  on  the  8th  July,  1884,  and  it  was  wit- 
nessed before  Mr.  C.  J.  Johnston,  J. P.  The 
ostensible  purchaser  was  Mr.  Alfred  de  Bathe 
Brandon,  junior.  There  was  no  indication  of 
a  8>Tidicato :  on  the  face  of  the  papers,  that 
person  seemed  to  have  been  the  purchaser.  He 
paid  i5lO,000.  The  Commissioner  certified  that, 
in  his  opinion,  that  was  a  fair  amount  to  pay 
for  the  reserve.  The  papers  had  passed  through 
the  department,  ajid  Mr.  Alfred  de  Bathe 
Brandon,  junior,  had  become  the  possessor  of 
the  reserve  of  89,000  acres.  These  were,  broadly, 
the  facts  that  appeared  on  the  face  of  the 
papers. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — What  was  the  nature  of  the 
reserve  ?    How  did  it  come  to  be  reserved  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  understood  that  there  was 
no  restriction  on  the  rcser\-e,  which  was  made 
many  years  ago,  ajad  it  appeared  to  have  been 
the  subject  of  a  good  deal  of  correspondence. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — What  is  the  date  of  its  being 
made  a  reserve  ? 

:Mr.  BALLANCE  had  no  doubt  that  would 
appear  among  the  papers;  but  it  was  a  very 
long  time  ago,  and  it  would  take  some  time  to 
find  it  out.  The  Natives,  however,  appeared  to 
have  power  to  dispose  of  the  reserve,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Frauds  Commissioner.  There 
was  no  restriction  on  it,  and  consequently  the 
Government  were  not  called  upon  to  interfere 
in  the  matter.  The  report  by  the  Commissioner 
was  furnished  in  November,  1879.  He  might 
Ntate,  further,  that  he  found  from  the  papers 
that  the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean  took  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in  the  reserve,  and  sums  had 
been  voted  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Native 
Department  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads 
for  its  improvement. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — Is  that  the  same 
Commissioner  who  spoke  of  the  great  value  of 
the  reserve? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Yes;  the  same. 

Sir  G.  GREY  would  ask  th'e  Minister  of  Lands 
to  state  to  the  House  the  nature  of  the  reserve, 
and  the  way  in  which  it  had  been  granted.  He 
had  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  a  reserve 
which  was  inalienable,  and  that  it  was  pro- 
bably made  or  promised  in  1853,  and  laid  off  in 
1856. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  had  a  memorandum 
Mr.  Ballance 


from  the  department  saying  that  it  ires  n 
served  from  sale  by  the  Natives  in  1855. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  never  was  a  Natiw 
reserve. 

^Ir.  BALLANCE  said  that  it  was  spoken  of 
throughout  the  papers  as  a  Native  reserve;, 
but,  as  he  had  told  the  House,  there  had  never 
been  any  restriction  upon  it,  and  the  Natives 
had  power  to  alienate  it  without  the  approval 
of  the  Government. 

Sir  G.  GREY  thought  it  would  be  found  that 
the  reserve  was  granted  in  1851,  that  it  was 
subsequently  marked  ofi,  and  that  it  was  in- 
alienable. . 

Mr.  BRYCE  would  state  what  his  impression 
was  with  respect  to  this  piece  of  land.  He 
believed  it  was  simply  a  block  of  land  which 
had  not  been  sold,  and  the  term  "reserve'*' 
could  only  be  applied  to  it  because  the  Maoris 
had  reserved  it  from  sale.  The  position  was,  at 
far  as  his  impression  went,  that  the  land  waa 
simply  Native  land,  and  that  it  passed  through 
the  Court  vnthout  any  restriction  being  placed 
upon  it.  He  might  point  out  that  his  late 
colleague  had  really  no  voice  in  the  matter,  and 
could  not  interfere  in  any  way. 

GREYMOUTH  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Commissioner  (tf 
Customs,  If  he  will  take  the  necessary  steps  t6 
have  telephonic  communication  established  be- 
tween the  Greymouth  Hospital  and  the  resi- 
dence of  tfie  medical  officer  in  charge;  also,. 
if  he  will  take  steps  to  have  telephonic  com- 
munication established  between  the  residence 
of  the  Harbourmaster  at  Gre3'mouth  and  the 
signal-station  at  the  Grey  bar  ?  With  regard, 
to  the  first  part  of  the  question,  he  need  only 
point,  out  that  it  would  be  a  great  conveni* 
ence  to  have  the  residence  of  the  medical' 
officer  connected  with  the  hospital  in  case 
of  his  services  being  suddenly  required.  "With, 
regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  he 
might  say  that  the  distance  from  the  Harboor- 
master's  office  on  the  wharf  to  the  signal-sta* 
tion  was  about  a  mile,  and  it  was  very  desirable 
to  know  the  state  of  the  bar,  and  also  to  give 
directions  what  signals  should  be  sent  to  veiels 
in  the  roadstead.  At  present,  if  the  Harbonr* 
master  was  attending  to  his  duties  at  th( 
wharf,  he  had  to  go  a  distance  of  a  mile  to  gel 
the  information  and  give  directions,  and  thai 
entailed  a  considerable  loss  of  time. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said,  with  regard  to  the  firs 
part  of  the  question,  he  would  have  to  asoer 
tain,  first,  what  the  distance  was  between  tb 
hospital  and  the  residence  of  the  medical  man 
With  regard  to  the  second,  he  felt  inclinw 
to  carry  out  the  connection  suggested  by  th 
honourable  gentleman. 

WESTPORT  COLLIERY  COMPANY. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Govemmeni 
Whether  they  will  take  any  steps  to  set  asid 
the  sale  to  the  Westport  Colliery  Company  < 
150  acres  of  land  at  Wallsend,  Grey  River  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  it  wa*  not  th 
intention  of  the  Government  to  interfere  i 
this  matter.    The  Government  could  not  sc 
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aside  an  agreement  which  had  been  made  by 
their  predecessors,  and  they  considered  that 
this  was  a  matter  which  could  only  be  dealt 
with  by  the  House  itself. 

Mr.  ROLIiESTON.— Sir,  the  reply  given  to 
ihis  question,  taken  in  connection  with  what 
occurred  yesterday,  seems  to  me  of  sufficient 
importance  to  warrant  me  in  moving  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  in  order  that  I  may 
make  a  personal  explanation,  and  I  shall 
ftccordingly  close. my  remarks  with  a  motion 
to  that  effect.  The  Minister  of  Lands  has 
just  stated  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
Goremment  to  set  aside  the  sale  of  this  land  to 
(he  Westport  Colliery  Company ;  and  that  was 
the  answer  which  I  expected  him  to  give,  for  I 
do  not  see  that  he  could  give  any  other.  Then 
he  went  on  to  say  that  it  would  be  for  the 
House  to  take  what  action  it  chose  in  the 
matter.  Well,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  con- 
sider that  question  when  it  comes  before  us. 
But  this  question  was  dealt  with  yesterday 
in  a  maimer  of  which  I  think  I  have  some 
nason  to  complain.  Three  Ministers  devoted 
their  attention  to  me  as  the  late  Minister  of 
Lands,  and  I  felt  in  a  somewhat  prominent 
position,  as  being  an  individual  whom  it  took 
three  Ministers  to  attack.  These  throe  gentle- 
men followed  one  another  in  their  several 
[  capacities,  and  endeavoured  to  make  mo  out, 
in  the  eyes  of  this  House  and  of  the  country, 
a  delinquent  gf  a  very  dark  dye.  I  have  too 
much  coniidence  in  the  House  to  imagine  that 
inch  an  impression  would  be  left  on  it ;  but 
there  was  certainly  an  attempt  to  make  me 
ODt  8  person  of  that  description  in  the  eyes  of 
tiie  public. 

Mr.  BAIiLANCE.— I  did  not  allude  to  the 
bonoorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  ROIiLESTON.— Oh,  no.  There  were 
three  Ministers  besides  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. I  have  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the 
honourabl'e  gentleman's  action  with  regard  to 
myself.  Following  me  in  the  department,  he 
has  always  spoken  as  a  Minister  who  felt  the 
Kponsibility  of  his  position,  and  in  no  way  can 
I  complain  of  him.  He  takes  the  information 
vhich  is  furnished  him  by  the  department,  and 
he  does  not  lower  himself  by  going  outside  to 
lake  up  information  in  order  to  condemn  a  poli- 
tical opponent  by  misrepresenting  facts.  I  am 
not  going  to  say  anything  about  him  that  need 
cause  him  the  least  perplexity  in  mind.  First 
of  all,  we  had  the  Treasurer  —  no,  the  Pre- 
mier—there is  some  doubt  as  to  which  is  the 
leading  mind  of  the  two,  but  we  will  take  the 
Premier  first.  He  said  I  had  done  a  very  illegal 
action,  and  he  laid  down  the  law  on  that  point. 
As  I  said,  I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to  contest 
the  legal  question  with  him ;  but,  so  far  as  I 
blow,  I  have  acted  in  accordance  with  the  law, 
and  have  done  nothing  at  all  outside  it.  The 
honourable  member,  I  suppose,  was  not  aware 
of  the  9th  clause  of  the  Westland  and  Nelson 
Goal  Fields  Administration  Act,  which  gives 
absolute  power,  wisely  or  unwisely,  to  the 
llinister  to  consolidate  coal-mining  leases  ;  and 
it  also  provides  that — 

"Every  lessee  of  a  coal- mining  lease  may, 


with  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands  first  had"  and  obtained,  assign,  underlet,, 
or  otherwise  part  with  the  possession  of  the 
demised  premises  or  any  part  thereof,  or  his- 
estate  or  interest  therein,  notwithstanding  there 
shall  be  contained  in  any  such  lease,  or  in  any 
Act  or  ordinance  under  which  such  lease  shall 
have  been  granted,  any  provision  to  the  con- 
trary, and  no  other  consent  whatsoever  shall 
be  requisite." 

Mr.  STOUT.— That  does  not  touch  the  law 
at  all. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  am  not  going  to  bandy 
law  with  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  always 
laughs  when  he  is  wrong.  Clauses  9, 10,  and 
11  give  all  the  required  power  to  the  Land 
Board  and  the  Minister.  Well,  Sir,  what  I 
want  to  say  is  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
went  on  to  say  that  I  should  have  made  known 
to  Parliament — to  both  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature —  the  course  I  had  taken.  That  was- 
meant  for  wit  on  his  part.  He  meant  that  to  ■ 
allude  to  what  I  had  said  as  to  the  course  that 
ought  to  be  taken  with  reference  to  the  dis- 
trict railways.  He  meant  that  for  a  joke.  But 
his  argument  was  that  I  had  acted  wrongly  in 
connection  with  this  business  because  I  had 
not  brought  the  matter  before  Parliament. 
Then  I  come  to  the  Minister  for  Public  VVorks.. 
He  very  seldom  gets  up;  he  very  seldorn  saj's 
anything  anybody  can  hear,  and  what  we  can 
hear  has  very  often  no  very  definite  meaning. 
He  took  up  the  printed  lease  of  the  Wallsend 
Coal  Mine,  which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  House,  and  he  quoted  it  to  show  that 
the  late  Minister  of  Lands  had  acted  very  im- 
properly in  making  a  grant  under  the  lease  to 
this  company  at  all. 
•    Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Yes.  The  Premier  will 
have  his  opportunity  of  speaking  when  he  gets 
up,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  piake  as  many 
mistakes  as  usual.  The  Dilinister  for  Public 
Works  took  up  the  lease,  and  read  it  to  show 
that  I  had  acted  wrongly  in  giving  any  land  to 
this  company  at  all  till  the  lost  five  years. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— No. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Honourable  gentlemen, 
will  bear  me  out  that  that  was  the  impression 
made  on  the  House. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  read  the  lease. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Yes;  the  honourable 
gentleman  read  the  lease,  and  said  very  little.. 
He  read  the  lease  to  show  what  were  the  rights^, 
and  said  that  according  to  the  lease  I  was 
absolutely  wrong  in  having  done  what  I  had 
done.  He  also  told  us  that  he  was  Minister 
at  the  time  the  lease  was  made,  and  that 
he  had  put  thftt  clause  in  to  prevent  the  com- 
pany getting  undue  advantages  from  the  terms- 
of  the  lease — in  fact,  to  prevent  their  getting  a 
pre-emptive  right  :*  I  do  not  use  the  word  in  its 
technical  sense,  but  that  was  the  argument  of 
the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  beg  that  the  Premier 
will  not  interrupt.  He  must  wait  for  a  few 
minutes.  That  was  the  argument  of  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works.     There  was  no  great 
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amount  of  argument,  but  he  simply  read  out 
the  lease  to  show  that  I  was  absolutely  wrong. 
And  now  I  come  to  the  great  man  of  the  Minis- 
try himself.  **  Oh,"  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman,  "hero  is  a  chance.  I  have  found 
out  the  honourable  member  for  Gcraldine,  and  I 
will  expose  him  to  the  House."  "  I  need  only 
Temind  the  honourable  gentleman,"  said  he, 
^*  that  he  had  a  colleague  connected  with  the 
'Westport  Colliery,  aud  that  he  committed  a 
gross  job."  I  believe  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  in  his  mind  the  district  railways,  and 
a  guilty  conscience  prompted  the  word.  He  said 
he  need  only  remind  me  that  I  had  a  colleague 
■interested  in  this  undertaking,  and  hinted  that 
I  had  done  an  illegal  act  which  would  benefit 
that  colleague.  If  he  had  stated  that  plainly, 
we  should  Ijave  known  what  he  meant :  there 
-would  have  been  something  plucky,  something 
straightforward,  in  that.  But  he  would  not  say 
positively  that  I  had  done  a  corrupt  act  know- 
ing it  to  be  illegal.  He  led  the  House  to  be- 
lieve, by  insinuation,  that  I  was  mixed  up  in  an 
dniquitous  transaction. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Will  the  honourable  gentle- 
man allow  me  ? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— No ;  I  do  not  choose  to 
:give  way.  Having  done  that,  the  honourable 
gentleman  went  on  to  pat  me  on  the  back.  ••  He 
did  not  think  the  hohourable  gentleman  had 
been  wilfully  guilty  of  this  crime.  Oh,  no ! 
He  did  not  wish  to  accuse  me  of  that ;  all 
that  I  had  been  guilty  of  was  gross  carelessness, 
.and  he  would  look  over  what  I  had  done."  That 
was  tlie  general  tenor  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's remarks;  and  then  he  said  no  doubt  I 
had  taken  the  advice  of  the  department,  and 
the  department  was  of  course  wrong.  The 
lionourable  gentleman  is  fond  of  making  hits  a.%, 
the  departments.  He  has  in  the  House  several 
times  thrown  out  these  unwarranted , insinua- 
tions against  departments  of  the  Government. 
For  my  own  part  I  con  say,  of  the  department 
with  which  I  have  been  connected,  that  I  am 
proud  to  have  been  connected  with  it,  and  the 
advice  given  to  me  was,  I  am  sure,  given  in 
the  public  interest.  I  am  not  above  acting  on 
the  advice  of  a  department ;  but  I  on  all  occa- 
sions, including  this,  was  guided  by  my  own 
judgment  as  to  how  far  the  advice  was  right 
or  wrong  in  itself.  Then,  again^  it  was  said 
by  him  that  the  alienation  of  this  land  was 
.authorized  just  as  the  Ministry  were  going  out 
of  office.  I  was  amazed  that  he  should  make 
such  a  statement,  because  the  papers  were 
•on  the  table  at  the  time,  and  these  papers 
showed  most  distinctly  that  the  whole  trans- 
action was  completed,  except  so  far  as  the  tech- 
nical part  of  it  was  concerned,  months  before 
the  Government  left  office.  1  think  it  was 
done  in  the  month  of  October  or  November. 
Certainly  it  was  done  at  a  later  time  than  the 
end  of  the  year  when  I  undertook  to  make 
the  transfer  of  this  land  upon  certain  con- 
ditions. Now  I  will  deal  with  these  questions 
seriatim.  First  of  all,  w^ith  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Parliament  not  being  aware  of  what 
was  going  on  with  regard  to  these  lands.  I 
will  not  take  up  time  by  reading  Hansard; 
Mr.  RolUston 


but  I  have  here  volomes  of  Hansard  for  188S 
marked,  which  any  one  may  see,  and  any  one 
who  looks  at  the  places  I  have  marked  wiD 
see  that  the  whole  question  was  brought  np 
by  the  predecessor  of  the  present  member  foi 
Greymouth,  and  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann  in 
the  Upper  House,  and  there  will  be  foimd  stated 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  with  regard 
to  the  transference  of  this  lease. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — It  is  the  sale  that  is  com- 
plained of. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— I  am  coming  to  thai 
Do  not  bo  in  a  hurry.  The  lease  involved  sale 
of  a  portion  of  the  land.  The  transfer  of  thfl 
lease  was  well  known  to  Parliament  from  th( 
commencement,  and  the  sale  also.  I  enforced 
conditions,  before  I  agreed  to  the  transfer,  whidi 
would  insure  the  mine  being  carried  on,  ad 
these  conditions  were  in  such  a  form  as  a^ 
peared  likely  to  insure  the  working  of  tlu 
mine. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— The  mine  was  not  worked. . 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.  —  Firedamp  and  watei 
had  to  be  fought  with, — difficulties  which  n( 
company  could  foresee, — and  these  caused  tbi 
stoppage  of  work;  and  then  the  GovemmenI 
had  to  deal  with  the  thing  from  the  point  d 
view  of  common-sense  and  conmion  justice 
The  fact  was  this:  that  these  people  hod 
paid — actually  paid,  as  far  as  the  statement  oi 
the  department  went— £20,000  for  the  transfei 
of  the  lease.  They  had  determined  to  go  into 
extra 'work,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  before  the 
sale  of  the  land,  they  had  spent  some  £15,000 
in  opening  out  the  mine.  Evidence  of  tbia 
was  before  me,  and  it  is  also  in  these  doca- 
ments  now  on  the  table  of  the  House;  andjU 
tell  me  that  a  man  in  the  position  of  a  Minis 
ter  is  to  ignore  exertions  of  that  kind— is  b 
say,  because  they  had  not  complied  with  tiu 
letter  of  the  agreement  as  to  the  actual  outpol 
of  coal,  that  he  would  oust  them  out  of  ai 
undertaking  of  that  kind — is  to  my  mind  ridi 
culous ;  and  that  is  the  view  taken  by  a  Com 
mittce  of  this  House  in  regard  to  another  cm 
in  which  the  lessees  are  to  have  an  extensioi 
of  lease  despite  default,  because  they;had  fe 
contend  with  difficulties  which  they  could  no 
foresee,  and  which  were  such  as  to  warrant  con 
sideration  outside  the  technicalities  of  the  la^ 
I  say  I  acted  in  accordance  with  the  provision 
of  the  Wcstland  and  Nelson  Coal  Fields  Ad 
ministration  Act,  and  I  am  willing  to  acceji 
responsibility  for  the  manner  in  which  m; 
functions  were  exercised.  So  much  for  th 
Premier.  I  now  ,come  to  the  Minister  fo 
Public  Works.  Now,  his  position  was  ratte 
good,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  attend  to  thi( 
He  was  Minister  when  the  lease  was  executec 
his  name  is  upon  the  lease,  and  he  sa>'s  h 
carefully  considered  the  lease,  and  put  this  pre 
vision  in  it  in  order  to  secure  the  pubUc  fioi 
any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  lessees  to  woe 
the  land  in  terms  of  their  lease. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  said  just  the  « 
verse  :  that  it  was  to  protect  the  lessees  thorn 
selves,  and  that  they  should  be  able  to  seem 
their  own  works. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— But  the  question  was 
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Was  it  done  largely  in  advance  of  the  proper 
tfmfi?  The  point  was,  whether  I  had  done 
mang  m  allowing  this  during  the  first  five 
ve&rs,  instead  of  daring  the  last  five  years,  of 
the  lease. 

Mr.  STOUT.— It  was  not  done  in  the  first 
ive  years  or  the  last  five  yeajrs. 

Mr.  ROLIiESTON.— That  is  the  point  I  am 

faming  to.     We  are  not  in  a  Court  of  law,  and, 

!  if  the  hononrable  gentleman  will  be  quiet,  I 

will  make  it  perfectly  plain  before  I  have  done. 

I  The  question  was,  whether  I  wrongly  allowed 

j  Ihe  purchase  to  be  made  before  the  commence- 

I  ment  of  the  last  five  years  of  the  term.    Now, 

[  irill  it  be  believed  that  a  Govenmient  of  which 

I  the  present  Treasurer  was  a  member,  and  of 

I  *hich  the  present  Minister  for  Public  Works 

was  also  a  member,  almost  before  the  ink  was 

irj  upon  this  lease,  made  an  agreement  with 

the  lessees  to  allow  them  to  purchase,  and 

^mised  to  grant  them,  during  the  first  five 

veais  instead  of  the  last  five  years,  the  fifty 

km  on  which  the  township  stands  ?     All  im- 

piOTements  were  to  be  protected,  and  the  land 

«BJ  to  be  granted  to  the  company.    Now,  was 

ft » fair  thing  to  say  what  the  Minister  for 

Vs^jc  Works  said  yesterday  without  any  cx- 

pEarion?    This  is  a  report  upon  the  whole 

BEsa^tion  furnished  to  the  Minister  of  Mines 

«tae  3rd  August,  1883,  by  the  Commissioner 

rf  Crown  Lands,  who  was  also  agent  for  the 

ffown  in  respect  of  the  lands  under  the  Nelson 

flfid  Westland  Coal  Fields  Administration  Act. 

Be  ea.YS, — 

"  In  the  lease  to  the  Greymouth  Coal  Com- 
pay,  which  the  Westport  Coal  Company  have 
i?reed  to  purchase,  and  have  applied  to  the 
lister  of  Lands  to  sanction  the  assignment 
flC.  t«  required  by  *  The  Westland  and  Nelson 
<*<al  Fields  Administration  Act,  1877,*  there  is 
»  provision  tjiat  the  lessees  may  purchase. dur- 
ia?  the  last  five  years  of  the  term  any  portion 
^  the  leasehold  not  exceeding  150  acres.  In 
the  year  1875  the  GrejTnouth  Company  applied 
t»  be  allowed  to  purchase  an  additional  fifty 
*crt«  at  once,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
bwTiship  for  their  workmen.  The  Government 
refused' to  sanction  the  purchase  of  an  addi- 
tmrial  area,  but  agreed  to  allow  the  immediate 
selection  of  fifty  acres  out  of  the  150  mentioned 
in  the  lease,  and  to  issue  a  Crown  grant  for  the 
•me  at  the  end  of  the  first  five  years  of  the 
tern  of  the  lease,  provided  the  price  agreed 
ipon— viz.,  £5  per  acre — was  paid.  The  Com- 
|any  thereupon  at  once  selected  a  site,  and 
earreyed  the  township  known  as  *  Wallsend.* 
Tliev  then  proceeded  to  let  the  sections  by 
piblic  auction,  the  area  of  the  sections  ave- 
raging about  from  22  to  24  perches  each,  and 
tiis  annual  rental  £5  for  the  first  twenty-one 
yf»n,  with  a  right  of  renewal  at  double  rent. 
Notwithstanding  the  very  high  rent  fixed,  about 
ts^enty  leases  were  sold,  chiefly  to  miners,  who 
wfre  told  that  they  would  get  constant  employ- 
Bitat  at  the  mine,  and,  as  they  assert,  would 
^  allowed  to  acquire  the  freehold  in  a  short 
*™e.  Not  long  after  this  the  works  at  the  mine 
^te  stopped ;  the  men  had  to  look  for  work 
tiaewhere;  and  the  company  failed  to  complete 


the  special  arrangement  made  with  the  Go- 
vernment for  the  purchase  of  the  fifty  acres- 
comprising  the  township.  The  lessees  of  the 
township  therefore  complain  that  the  company 
have  not  kept  faith  witn  them.  Then  follows^ 
the  recommendation  of  the  Government  Agent 
that  the  Government  should  either  take  over 
the  township  and  sell  or  lease  the  town  sec- 
tions, or  that  they  should  call  upon  the  West- 
port  Company  to  purchase  the  freehold  of  the 
township  at  once,  and  either  sell  or  lease  to- 
the  occupiers  or  lessees  the  allotments  that 
were  built  upon,  at  rents  not  exceeding  £2  lOs^ 
per  annum  per  section,  with  a  right  of  renewal 
at  the  same  rent ;  and  he  says  that  there  can 
be  no  question  as  to  the  bona  fides  of  the  com- 
pany, and  that  he  sees  no  reason  why  the  lease 
should  not  be  transferred." 

That  is  the  recommendation  that  came  to- 
me from  the  officer  who  inquired  into  the 
matter.  There  were  grave  complaints,  and, 
I  think,  just  complaints,  that  the  payments 
were  too  high.  I  sent  down  an  officer  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole  transaction  and  report 
what  was  best  to  be  done.  The  remainder  of 
his  report  shows  this  :  There  was  no  doubt  the 
company  had  not  strictly  fulfilled  the  letter  of 
the  lease,  and  the  Government  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  make  fresh  stipulations.  I  did  make- 
fresh  stipulations,  in  the  interest  of  those 
lessees— as  the  honourable  member  for  Grey- 
mouth  knows  —  so  that  they  should  not  bo 
charged  more  than  £2  10s.  per  annum  a  sec- 
tion. We  had  to  give  and  take,  to  come  to  a 
fair  arrangement.  Tlie  question  was  this;. 
Whether  the  lease,  with  the  promised  power 
of  purchase,  should  be  assigned ;  and  what  wa* 
done  by  the  Government  was  perfectly  fair 
and  aboveboard,  and  the  House  was  perfectly 
aware  of  it.  Those  people  spent  large  sums 
of  money  to  open  up  the  mine;  and,  when 
the  question  came  up  of  granting  this  land, 
it  had  been  provided  for  in  the  original  lease 
by  the  present  ^Minister  for  Public  Works,  and 
the  Government  could  not,  in  honour,  get 
out  of  the  engagement,  even  if  it  wore  advis- 
able to  do  so,  which  gave  the  company  this 
right  to  the  land  all  around  their  works,  and 
to  buy  the  township  for  their  workmen.  That 
was  what  was  done.  It  was  agreed  upon  that 
they  should  have  this  township;  and  that  right 
went,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  from  one  to  the  other, 
if  you  agree  to  assign  the  lease  at  all.  I  say^ 
deliberately,  that  the  Government  did  right  in 
giving  an  assignment  of  that  lease,  that  I  had 
power  to  do  so  under  the  law,  and  that  it  was- 
a  wise  and  proper  thing  to  do.  The  Govern- 
ment of  which  I  was  a  member  insisted  fromj 
day  to  day  or  the  fulfilment  of  the  contract  to 
the  utmost,  and  if  you  asked  the  company 
they  would  tell  you  that  I  went  further  than 
that ;  and  the  whole  course  of  the  transaction 
shows  anything  but' a  desire  to  favour  the  com- 
pany at  the  expense  of  the  public.  The  ques- 
tion whether  it  was  to  be  fifty  acres  or  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  is  inmiaterial.  If  you 
gave  them  five  acres  of  freehold  commanding 
the  mouth  of  the  pit,  the  whole  thing  was 
done.     The  fifty  acres  comprised  the  wholo 
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township,  the  whole  flat;  and  the  rest  is  simply 
grazing  land  for  the  cows  and  goats  of  those 
people,  and,  so  far  as  we  know,  tliere  is  no  coal 
under  it  to  any  extent.  The  original  lease 
gives  the  absolute  power  of  purchasing  the 
whole  150  acres  before  the  termination  of  the 
lease  in  the  last  live  years,  and  they  had  that 
right  inherently  in  the  original  agreement.  I 
do  not  like  to  pay  much  attention  to  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer.    I  am  sure  he  is  very  sorry  for 

what  he  Kaid 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Not  in  the  least. 
Mr.  ROIiLESTON.— I  am  sure  he  must  be, 
by  4;hi8  time.  Ho  went  out  of  his  way  to  make 
a  vtrry  nasty  insinuation — nothing  less  ;  a  very 
nasty  and  unwarranted  insinuation.  That  is 
what  I  have  to  say  to  him.  I  was  neither 
•guilty  of  carelessness  nor  guilty  of  corruption  ; 
nor  did  1  do  anything  at  all  that  I  would  not 
do  again.  I  have  not  the  papers  before  me. 
The  Minister  of  Lands  courteously  said  he 
would  let  me  have  them ;  but  I  suppose  he  has 
forgotten.  But  I  am  certain,  from  the  papers 
laid  on  the  table,  that  tlicrc  is  nothing  in  the 
whole  transaction  that  any  Committee  of  this 
House  would  not  at  once  confirm.  I  say  the 
•Colonial  Treasurer  acted  most  unwarrantably 
in  the  insinuations  he  tlirew  cut.  He  is  con- 
stantly trying  to  browbeat  tliis  House.  He 
must  recollect  that,  if  he  is  an  old  member  of 
this  House,  1  am  too.  His  character,  and  my 
•character  I  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  anything 
he  says  doing  me  harm.  He  is  one  of  those,  as 
I  said  the  other  day,  who  live  in  glass  houses. 
Any  of  my  transactions  with  companies  are  per- 
fectly open  to  the  world,  and  will  bear  criticism. 
I  have  never  mixed  up  public  and  private  busi- 
ness. I  had  no  transactions  with  companies 
privately  when  I  was  dealing  with  them  pub- 
licly, and  my  whole  career  is  such  that  1  am 
quite  satisfied  that  anything  the  honourable 
gentleman  may  say  to  cast  a  rejection  on  the 
honesty  of  my  administration  is  absolutely 
without  foundation;  and  he  will  find  that,  in 
this  House,  sneering  and  abuse,  browbeating 
and  vulgar  intimidation,  will  have  no  effect. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  think  these  last  words 
must  not  be  allowed  to  pass.  The  words 
•*  vulgar  intimidation  "  are  not  parliamentary- 
language. 

Mr.  ROLLRKTON.— Of  course  I  bow  to  your 
ruling,  Sir,  and  withdraw  the  words ;  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  course  taken  aonounts  to 
that. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  tliink  tliat  is  an 
apology.  It  must  bo  an  apology  to  the  House, 
not  to  the  member  to  wliom  the  words  are 
offered.  When  unparliamentary  language  is 
used  within  these  walls,  the  words  must  be 
absolutclv  withdrawn,  in  respect  to  the  House. 
Mr.  ROLTiESTON.— I  absolutely  withdraw 
the  words,  and  regret  that  I  ma<le  use  of  them ; 
but  I  hope  that,  in  making  the  apology  to  the 
House,  they  will  bear  in  mind  that  I  had  great 
provocation,  and  was  accused  of  corruption  and 
improper  conduct. 

Sir  J.  VOOEIi. — Perhaps  it  maybe  as  well 
that  I  should  first  deal  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Gerald ine.     In  the  first  instance, 
Mr.  liolkston 


I  may  tell  him  that  I  have  not  the  slightet 
degree  of  regret  for  what  I  said  yesterday, 
gave  him  a  very  useful  lesson,  and  one  whie 
he  seems  to  a  great  extent  to  have  taken  i 
heart ;  and  it  would  be  desirable  if  he  furthi 
took  it  to  heart.  The  honourable  gentleman 
quite  correct  in  saying  he  is  an  old  memlM 
and  I  am  an  old  member ;  and  that  fact  can 
back  to  me  in  a  forcible  manner  when  tt 
honourable  gentleman  got  up  to-day,  as  he  hi 
done  on  former  occasions,  and,  introducing  ijil 
his  voice  a  lachrymose  tone,  led  us  to  so] 
pose  that  he  is  a  very  superior  being  snfieni 
under  grievances.  New  members  no  deal 
felt  his  appeal  to  the  pathetic  side  of  thi 
characters ;  but  upon  honourable  members  wc 
accustomed  to  it,  who  know  exactly  the  sty 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  it  has  no  effec 
Now,  what  I  said  to  the  honourable  genii 
man  yesterday  was  a  lesson  to  him,  and 
hope  he  will  take  it  to  heart.  The  honott 
able  ^  gentleman  is  in  the  habit  of  speakiz 
as  if  he  were  a  superior  being  as  compan 
with  other  members,  and  of  throwing  <x 
vile  insinuations  against  honourable  membei) 
whilp,  at  the  same  time,  he  implies  that  li 
himself  is  cast  in  such  a  superior  mould  tin 
he  is  quite  beyond  the  ordinary  weakness  < 
mankind.  Now,  Sir,  what  I  said  to  him  y« 
terday  was  this :  "  This  is  a  useful  lesson 
will  read  to  you,  and  I  hope  you  will  take  it  t 
heart."  During  the  session  the  honouiabli 
gentleman  has  been  casting  most  unwanant 
able  insinuations  against  me  especially,  uk 
ascainst  other  honourable  members  of  tbi; 
House.  On  one  occasion  be  indulged  in  i 
most  coarse  attack  upon  me,  of  which  I  tool 
no  notice,  but  treated  it  with  silent  contempi 
It  was  beneath  contempt,  in  fact.  He  als 
spoke  about '*  red-handed  plunder,"  and  so  oi 
I  said  to  him  yesterday,  "  Let  me  teach  you 
lesson  in  charity.  If  anybody  wished  to  tak 
a  leaf  out  of  your  book,  see  how  easy  it  is  t 
do  so  on  occasions.  Here  is  a  coUea^e  i 
yours  interested  in  this  mine,  and  it  appesi 
that  you  have  done  a  very  irregular  thing.  I* 
this  be  a  warning  to  you  not  to  be  so  ready* 
throw  out  innuendoes."  At  the  same  tinH 
I  qualified  my  observations  by  saying  that 
did  not  suppose  the  honourable  gentloma 
had  been  guilty  of  corruption,  but  only  < 
carelessness.  I  told  him  that  he  ought,  i 
the  future,  to  be  more  careful  not  to  cat 
aspersions  against  other  honourable  genti* 
men,  as  he  was  in  the  habit  of  doing,  aB 
to  remember  how  easily  similar  charges  cow 
be  made  against  himself.  Taking  what  ttj 
honourable  gentleman  says  now,  I  understand 
in  the  first  instance,  ho  reminded  me  th« 
I  was  in  the  Ministry  at  the  time  referrei 
to.  I  was  at  Home  in  1876,  but  I  was  in  tb 
Ministry,  and  accept  every  responsibility  M 
what  was  dono  by  my  colleagues,  especially  w 
honourable  member  for  Egmont,  who  was  aljj 
in  the  Government  at  the  same  time.  ««' 
so  far  as  I  understand  the  honourable  gentle 
man,  the  position  is  this :  The  Governra(^ 
then  weakly  conceded  to  the  lessees  the  ngn' 
to  have  fifty  acres  during  the  first  five  years 
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JBstead  of  the  laat  five  years,  conditionally  on 
their  caxzylng  out  certain  undertakings  and 
giving  employment  to  miners  upon  the  land. 
And  I  understond  that,  those  gentlemen — the 
lecieea — ^having  failed  to  carry  out  their  con- 
tnct,  the  honourahle  gentleman,  acting  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  homoeopathic  principle  simi- 
Ua  simiUbus  curantur^  thought  he  had  better 
give  them  another  hundred  acres  to  encourage 
Ihem  farther  not  to  carry  out  their  contract, 
I  am  prepared  to  say  and  to  believe  that  he 
acted  in  good  faith.  'No  doubt  he  acted  under 
a  mistalffln  notion,  because  i;vhat  he  did  do  was 
the  means  of  shutting  up  the  mind.  We  have 
the  evidence  of  honourable  members  on  the 
^,  who  know  that  was  the  effect  of  it.  This 
fifty  acres  has  enabled  the  owners  of  the  mine 
to  relax  the  conditions  under  which  they  took 
the  mine,  and  to  leave  it  unworked. 

Mr.  ROIiLESTON.— No,  no. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Now,  Sir,  as  regards  the 
hoDoiuable  gentleman  himself,  and  his  assump- 
tion of  superiority  over  me.  I  ask,  what  public 
cervice  can  he  show  that  he  has  rendered  to 
the  colony  ?  I  should  like  to  know  that.  Yet 
Jifl  is  a  distinguished  man.  I  will  introduce 
him  to  the  House.  Place,  place,  for  the  honour- 
ihle  gentleman,  the  head  of  the  New  Zealand 
4xanch  of  the  distinguished  Barnacle  family, 
which  has  its  ramifications  throughout  the 
•United  Kingdom  and  the  colonies.  As  a  Bar- 
nacle, he  has  no  superior  in  the  colony — ^none 
whatever.  It  is  well  known  what  he  is.  He  has 
^always  been  in  the  Government  service,  and 
he  will  live  in  the  Government  service,  and 
be  will  be  miserable  and  unhappy  as  long  as 
he  is  not  in  the  Government  service.  He  is 
always  saying  that  the  colony  is  going  to  ruin 
vhen  he  is  not  drawing  Government  pay.  I 
am  quite  aware  that  the  honourable  .gentle- 
man poses  as  a  settler  and  colonist,  and  all 
^at  sort  of  thing.  We  know  what  he  is ; 
everybody  knows.  We  know  that  the  honour- 
ahle gentleman  has  outlived  the  affection  of 
every  community  in  the  colony  that,  from 
iime  to  time,  has  taken  him  up  and  endea- 
wnzed  to  support  him.  As  to  his  colonist  and 
settler  pretensions,  I  heard  a  very  good  story, 
but  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  be  able  to  tell 
it  as  well  as  it  was  related  to  me;  it  is  an 
old  anecdote.  I  have  heard  that  it  struck  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  it  would  increase 
his  importance  in  the  country  if  he  came  forth 
ja  the  shape  of  a  farmer  and  settler.  On  those 
•occasions  when  he  was  in  Christchurch  and 
its  neighbourhood,  especially  on  market-days, 
he  found  that  it  was  a  common  practice  for 
liumers  to  carry  about  samples  with  them  of 
oats  and  wheat  and  barley,  to  show  what  they 
eould  produce,  and  so  on.  Well,  it  struck  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  that  was  the  right 
thing  to  do ;  and  so  he  went  to  a  friend,  and 
that  friend  supplied  him  with  three  papers — 
-one  containing  oats,  one  containing  wheat, 
and  one  containing  barley;  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  next  appeared  on  the  scene  in 
an  attire  which  partook  of  the  country  squire 
and  the  farm-labourer.  It  was  a  picturesque 
attire,  in  which  he  looked  very  well,  and  was 


very  much  admired.  "  Samples  of  wheat,  oats, 
and  barley  I "  said  he,  "  I  should  like  to  see  if 
you  can  beat  these."  But  his  friend,  unfortu- 
nately, had  not  written  upon  the  samples  what 
they  were;  and  when  the  honourable  gentle- 
man came  to  produce  them  he  could  not  tell 
which  was  the  wheat,  which  the  oats,  and 
which  the  barley.  That  is  a  very  good  illustra- 
tion of  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  but  I  have 
no  doubt  that,  since  then,  he  has  acquired  the 
capacity,  which  a  well-bred  horse  possesses,  of 
distinguishing  good  oats  from  bad.  But,  as  to 
the  honourable  gentleman's  public  career,  I 
think  that  the  country  has  treated  him  very 
well  indeed,  and  that  he  has  been  fortunate  in 
having  been  so  long  in  its  service.  With  re- 
gard to  myself,  I  have  done  services  to  the 
country  which  I  think  the  colony  will  recol- 
lect not  only  while  I  am  alive,  but  after  I 
am  gone ;  and,  as  to  *  the  accusations  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  I  came  back  ti> 
the  colpny  to  get  office,  I  say  that  they  are 
utterly  unfounded.  Why  should  I  want  office  ? 
Am  I  in  a  condition  to  want  office  ?  Who 
would  venture  to  predict  that  I  shall  be  alive 
next  session  ?  I  came  back  to  the  colony  with 
no  idea  of  taking  office.  I  took  office  because 
I  found  the  colony  in  such  a  miserable  condi- 
tion, brought  on  by  the  policy  and  conduct  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  colleagues, 
that  I  thought  I  might  be  the  means  of  bring- 
ing it  once  more  into  a  good  condition.  There 
has  been  no  real  reason  why  during  the  past  five 
years  it  should  have  been  in  this  condition — no 
reason  •except  that  the  Government  in  office 
during  that  time  have,  in  a  timorous  spirit, 
wholly  abandoned  the  colonizing  policy  which 
the  colony  had  embarked  in.  I  have  taken  up 
that  policy  again.  Once  more  confidence  is, 
to  a  great  extent,  reinstated  in  the  colony.  My 
honourable,  colleague  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  stated  in  the  House  the  other  evening 
what  we  intend  to  do  in  the  matter  of  rail- 
ways, and  in  proceeding  with  that  colonizing 
policy  which  was  abandoned  by  the  late  (go- 
vernment. Wo  have  taken  up  that  policy 
again,  and  it  has  obtained  favour  in  tliin 
House  and  in  the  colony.  It  would  be  a 
happy  thing  for  me  personally  if  I  ceased  to 
hold  office  to-day.  I  am  holding  office,  not  at 
my  <Jwn  desire,  but  against  my  own  interest, 
and  at  a  very  large  personal  sacrifice  ;  but  I  an^ 
doing  it  because,  when  I  came  back  to  New 
Zealand,  it  pained  me  to  see  the  colony  in 
such  a  position  as  it  was  in,  knowing  as  I  did 
that  >^ere  was  no  necessity  for  it.  If  things 
had  gone  on  as  they  had  been  going  for  a  few 
months  longer,  if  that  want  of  confidence  had 
continued  to  exist,  a  catastrophe  would  have 
overtaken  the  colony.  The  foundation  of  all 
commercial  transactions  in  a  colony  like  this  is 
the  value  of  real  property ;  but  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  so  industriously  impaired  the  con- 
fidence of  people  in  the  value  of  real  property 
that  it  ceased  to  have  a  convertible  value,  and 
had  that  feeling  continued  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  exaggerate  the  seriousness  of  the  dis- 
aster that  would  have  fallen  upon  the  colony. 
That  was  the  primary  condition  of  affairs  which. 
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I  found  existing,  and  that  was  the  condition 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  done  his 
befit  to  bring  about.  I  b&vc  no  desire  to  institute 
a'  comparison  between  myself  and  the  honour- 
able member.  I  am  quite  content  to  leave  that 
comparison  to  others,  and  not  only  to  those 
who  live  in  the  colony  now,  but,  when  he  and 
I  are  cold  in  our  graves,  I  venture  to  hope  I 
shall  not  be  forgotten  so  soon  as  he  will  be.  I 
am  sorry  to  have  troubled  the  House  with  this 
personal  matter. 

Mr.  STOUT.—I  am  sorry  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Geraldine  should,  in  his 
temper,  have  misrepresented  what  I  said  the 
other  day.  He  will  see  what  appears  in  Han- 
sard. AH  I  said  was  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  done  an  illegal  action,  and 
that,  having  done  an  illegal  action,  he  ought 
to  have  come  to  Parliament  and  obtained 
parliamentary  sanction.'  Now,  the  honourable 
gentleman  tried  to- day  to  avoid  the  point  in 
dispute,  and  talked  continually  about  trans- 
ference of  leases.  There  has  been  no  question 
of  transferring  leases,  or  of  allowing  it.  That 
was  not  the  question  put  to  the  ^linister  of 
Lands  in  a  former  session.  The  question  now 
is  as  to  the  selling  of  150  acres  of  land.  In  a 
former  session  the  following  wore  the  question 
and  answer  about  the  Wallsencl  leases  : — 

'*  Mr.  Pktrik  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
— (1.)  If  he  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  at 
once  compel  the  proprietors  of  the  Wallsend 
Coal  Company  to  work  their  mine  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  their  lease  ?  (2.)  If,  in 
the  event  of  their  refusing  to  comply  with  such 
instructions,  he  will  cancel  the  lease,  and  thus 
enable  tlie  residents  of  the  district  to  step  in 
and  profitably  work  the  mine  ? 

♦•  Mr.  RoLLESTON  replied  that  the  Wallsend 
Colliery  Company  had  applied  for  permission 
to  transfer  to  the  \Yestport  Colliciy  Company 
their  rights  in  this  mine.  As  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  aware,  the  teniis  of  the 
lease  held  by  the  Wallsend  Coal  Company  had 
not  been  complied  with.  The  Government  had 
declined  to  allow  the  transfer  until  the  West- 
port  Colliery  Company  had  proved  their  bomi 
fides  by  prosecuting  the  work  of  the  mine  for 
six  months.  If  that  was  not  definitely  gone 
about  the  whole,  arrangement  would  be  at  an 
end,  and  the  Government  would  then  take 
steps  to  throw  the  mine  open  for  competition. 
The  conditions  would  be  strict  as  to  maintain- 
ing the  mine  free  of  water,  and'  as  to  the  out- 
put of  coal,  so  as  to  secure  the  utilization  of 
the  property." 

That  was  on  the  8th  September,  1882.  That 
was  not  done.  It  has  not  been  done  up  to  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  ROi.LKSTON.— Yes,  it  has. 

Mr.  STOUT. — Does  the  honourable  member 
mean  to  say  that  there  has  been  an  output  of 
coal  there  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
lease  ?  Nothing  of  the  sort.  My  honourable 
colleague  the  Minister  of  Lands  had  to  say  ho 
had  to  further  extend  the  terms  —  that  the 
lease  had  not  been  complied  with.     The  answer 

given  in  the  Legislative  Council  was   shorter, 
ut  to  the  same  ellcct.     But,  Sir,  this  question 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


of  transferring  the  lease  had  nothing  to  dowitlr 
the  question.  The  question  was  as  to  the  sale 
of  150  acres  of  land.  How  does  the  honoor- 
able  member  defend  that  sale.?  Yesterday  ]» 
led  the  House  to  believe  that  it  was  in  the 
lease.  My  honourable  colleague  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  got  up  and  said  there  wai 
nothing  in  the  lease  abouJb  purchasing  daring 
the  first  five  years,  but  during  the  last  five 
years,  of  the  term.  That  was  the  reason  that 
was  given.  Now,  instead  of  relying  on  thfr 
lease,  the  honourable  gentleman  wishes  to  rely 
on  an  agreement,  the  terms  of  which  he  hav 
not  quoted,  giving  this  site  for  a  township.  In 
that  he  is  entirely  wrong.  I  have  beiore  me 
the  memorandum  put  on  the  papers  as  to  th» 
terms  of  this  contract,  which  did  not  amount 
to  fifty  acres,  only  to  thirty-two,  and  it  was  to 
be  given  only  if  they  had  complied  with  tht 
terms  of  the  lease — and  it  was  not  mentioned 
in  the  lease.  Does  the  honourable  member 
admit  that  ?  If  so,  then  it  was  an  agreement 
outside  the  lease ;  it  was  not  embodied  in  th» 
lease  ;  and  the  member  responsible  for  it  was 
not  the  present  Minister  for  Public  Works.  He 
was  merely  carrying  out  the  suggestion  of  the 
then  Superintendent  of  Westland,  Mr.  Bonar. 
He  is  not  responsible  for  this  grant  of  the  town- 
ship site.  Even  in  that  matter  the  honour- 
able member  is  incorrect.  What  was  the  legal 
position  ?  It  was  this  —  and,  if  the  opinion 
of  the  Solicitor  -  General  hns  been  taken,  I 
should  like  to  see  it.  I  shouhl  like  to  see  the 
opinion  of  even  any  layman  who  would  say  that 
there  was  any  legality  in  this  action.  This  was- 
the  position  of  the  matter:  There  was  a  pro- 
mise given  to  the  Westport  Colliery  Comwny 
that,  in  five  years  after  they  had  performed  the 
terms  of  the  lease,  they  should  have  the  right 
to  purohase  fifty  acres  out  of  the  150  acres. 
They  did  not  perform  the  terms  of  the  lease. 
Hence  they  were  not  entitled  to  a  single  acre 
of  land  under  this  written  agreement.  It  is 
not  in  the  lease.  And  what  does  the  honour- 
able  member  do?  Knowing  that  they  were 
not  entitled  to  a  single  acre  of  land,  he,  in 
violation  of  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and,  I  say, 
in  violation  of  the  law,  gives  them  150  acres, 
— fifty  acres  being  the  outside  quantity  they 
had  any  claim  to  obtain,  and  that  only 
during  the  last  five  yeai-s  of  the  lease.  I  ^ 
further  than  that.  The  fifty  acres,  the  extent 
mentioned  in  the  lease,  was  only  to  be  given 
if  their  plant  was  on  the  Isind.  There  wa* 
to  be  no  land  granted  if  there  were  not  work- 
ings on  the  land.  That  appears  on  the  face 
of  the  lease  itself,  so  that  the  grant  of  the 
150  acres  could  not  be  made  unless  they  had 
workings  on  the  land,  and  it  was  to  be  given  to 
them  to  preserve  their  works.  The  reason  giveo 
on  the  face  of  the  papers  why  it  was  put  the 
last  five  years  of  the  lease  was  that,  if  they 
failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  lease, 
another  company  might  not  be  prevented  from 
coming  in  and  working  the  mine.  The  honour- 
able member,  to  show  the  legality  of  the  action 
taken,  quoted  section  9  of  the  Westland  and 
Nelson  Coal  Fields  Act,  as  being  that  which 
gave  authority  to  sell  the  land  before  the  tern 
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provided  for  in  the  lease,  and  contrary  to  the 
temis  of  the  lease.  Now,  there  is  not  a  word 
about  '*  sale  "  in  the  whole  of  the  9th  section. 
All  it  says  is  this : — 

**  Every  lease  of  the  said  land  heretofore  or 
hereafter  to  he  granted  for  coal-mining  pur- 
poses may  be  extended  to  or  granted  for  any 
temi  not  exceeding  ninety-nine  years,  to  take 
I  effect  in  possession  and  not  in  reversion.  And 
mch  leases  may,  with  the  consent  in  writing  of 
the  Minister  of  Lands,  be  amalgamated  or  con* 
aolidated  with  other  coal-mining  leases  of  such 
lands. 

"Every  lessee  of  a  coal-mining  lease  may, 
with  the  consent  in  vmting  of  the  Minister  of 
Lands  first  had  and  obtained,  assign,  underlet, 
or  otherwise  part  with  the  possession  of  the 
demised  premises  or  any  part  thereof,  or  his 
estate  or  interest  therein,  notwithstanding 
there  shall  be  contained  in  any  such  lease,  or 
in  any  Act  or  ordinance  under  which  such  lease 
shall  have  been  granted,  any  provision  to  the 
contrary,  and  no  other  consent  whatsoever 
shall  be  requisite." 

There  is  not  a  word  about  the  sale  in  this 
section  at  all.  Why  did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man cite  this  section?  I  could  understand 
him  quoting  it  as  proof  of  power  to  transfer 
the  lease,  but  not  to  sell  the  land.  What 
I  complain  of  is,  that  the  honourable  member 
vent  outside  the  law — that  he  did  what  I  say 
iraa  a  most  dangerous  thing  for  any  Minis- 
ter to  do.  Suppose,  in  the  case  of  a  pastoral 
lease,  there  was  a  covenant  to  the  effect  that 
the  person  holding  the  lease  should  be  entitled, 
under  certain  conditions,  to  acquire  the  pre- 
emption, what  would  be  said  if  the  Minister 
of  Lands  set  that  lease  aside,  set  the  law 
•side,  and  allowed  it  to  be  purchased,  although 
the  conditions  had  not  been  complied  vnth? 
Would  not  that  be  considered  a  vefy  high- 
handed proceeding?  As  I  said  yesterday,  if 
fiiere  were  circumstances  that  warranted  any 
concession  to  be  given  to  the  Westport  Colliery 
Company,  then  it  was  his  bounden  duty  to  have 
eome  to  the  House,  to  have  stated  the  circum- 
stances, and  to  have  applied  for  an  Act  to  confer 
upon  him  the  power  to  do  as  he  has  done ;  but 
he  has  chosen,  from  carelessness  or  wilfully,  to 
set  aside  the  terms  of  the  lease,  and  to  sell  the 
land,  which  he  had  no  authority  to  sell  either 
by  virtue  of  the  Act  he  quoted  from  or  b^  the 
lease.  I  think  it  is  a  pity  the  honourable  mem- 
ber, before  he  gets  up  and  makes  charges  against 
myself  and  others  of  having  misstated  facts, 
should  not  himself  have  perused  the  report,  as 
he  is  apparently  wholly  ignorant  of  the  facts  of 
the  case.  I  ask  him  to  read  the  lease,  and  he 
vill  see  that  the  right  of  purchase  of  the  land 
only  extended  to  a  purchase  of  land  on  which 
boiidings  were  erected,  and  that  it  was  only 
to  be  exercised  during  the  last  five  years  of 
the  currency  of  the  lease.  Both  these  pro- 
visions were  set  aside.  And  there  was  more 
than  that.  The  right  to  purchase  the  land — 
fifty  acres  up  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  acres  — 
oould  only  accrue  to  those  tenants  when  the 
terms  of  the  lease  had  been  complied  with. 
Here  the  terms  had  not  been  complied  with. 

VOL.  L.— 19. 


I  will  not  quarrel  with  the  honourable  member 
for  not  having  insisted  upon  compliance  with 
the  strict  letter  of  the  law — for  saying,  "  We 
will  not  forfeit  your  lease;  we  vnll  not  take 
any  advantage  of  you  by  any  forfeiting  of  your 
lease."  But  he  said,  "  We  will  not  only  not 
forfeit  your  lease,  but  we  will  give  you  conces- 
sions " — concessions  which,  by  the  terms  of  the 
lease,  even  if  they  had  been  complied  with* 
they  could  not  have  demanded.  That  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  very  peculiar  method  of  land  ad- 
ministration. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  must  say  a  few  words, 
— not  in  regard  to  this  particular  question,  but 
in  answer  to  what  fell  from  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer. I  cannot  permit  him  to  assume  that  he 
can,  with  a  wave  of  his  wand,  restore  this  coun- 
try to  great  prosperity.  I  tell  him  that  he  is 
not  going  to  restore  the  country  to  prosperity 
by  the  action  he  has  already  taken,  and  the 
action  he  proposes  to  take  in  reference  to  a  Bil4 
we  are  to  consider  directly.  I  say  such  action 
will  not  tend  in  any  way  to  restore  the  country 
to  a  condition  of  activity  and  prosperity,  but 
will  sink  it  far  deeper  in  the  mire  than  it  haft 
ever  been  before. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member  is 
not  at  liberty  to  refer  to  anything  that  is  on 
the  Paper  for  consideration. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  will  only  refer  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  remarks.  I  apologize 
to  the  House  for  having  made  reference  to  this 
Bill  we  are  to  consider  presently,  and  which  is 
one  of  the  remedies  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  proposing,  and  which  is  to  restore  confidence 
— confidence  that  he  tells  us  is  already  coming 
back.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  done 
nothing  to  restore  confidence  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  action  he  has  taken  will  not  restore 
confidence ;  it  will  only  end  in  greater  disaster 
than  has  ever  come  upon  this  colony.  He  is 
continuallv  assuming  these  airs,  and  saying  he 
has  done  this  thing  for  the  colony  and  has  done 
something  else  for  the  colony.  Why  could  he 
not  have  left  that  matter  alone  untU  we  came 
to  discuss  his  measure  ?  I  will  not  allow  him 
to  make  these  statements  without  contradict- 
ing them  on  every  occasion  on  which  they  are 
made.  I  am  very  proud  to  have  belonged  to 
a  Government  of  which  the  late  Minister  of 
Lands  was  a  member.  Any  man  might  be 
proud  to  have  had  such  a  colleague.  I  venture 
to  say  that,  when  the  careers  of  the  two  gentle- 
men come  to  be  looked  at  by  the  country,  as 
they  will  presently,  that  of  my  honourable 
friend  the  late  Minister  of  Lands  will  not 
stand  second  to  that  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. 

An  Hon.  Member.  —  That  is  a  matter  of 
opinion. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — It  is  a  matter  of 
opinion.  By  all  means,  let  those  honourable 
members  who  think  differently  enjoy  their 
opinion,  as  I  claim  to  enjoy  mine.  We  have- 
had  it--and  we  have  had  it  before  from  the 
honourable  gentleman — that  the  late  Minister 
of  Lands  has  derived  great  benefit  from  having 
been  in  the  service  of  the  country  —  that  ha 
owes  the  country  a  great  debt  of  gratitude* 
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"What  does  the  Treasurer  mean  by  attacking 
the  honourable  member  in  the  way  he  does? — 
as  though  he  had  not  himself  received  a  great 
deal  more  from  the  country  than  he  has  ever 
given  it.  I  confess  that  I  cannot  express  my 
feelings  that  any  honourable  gentleman  on 
those  benches  should  have  given  utterance 
to  the  statement  the  honourable  gentleman 
littered  this  afternoon  about  the  great  family  of 
•*  Barnacles."  Is  that  a  proper  remark  to  come 
irom  the  Treasurer?  There  are  honourable 
gentlemen  in  this  House  of  whom  such  a  re- 
«nark  would  no  doubt  be  quite  true. 

Hon.  Members. — Hear,  hear. 

Major  ATKINSON.— They  believe  it ;  I  wish 
them  joy  of  that  belief.  They  are  a  class  to 
-which,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  the  majority  of 
this  House  do  not  belong.  I  venture  to  think 
that  there  are  hardly  any  public  men  who  have 
been  members  of  this  House — certainly  none 
(hat  I  have  known — who  have  sat  on  those 
benches  who  have  not  sacrificed  infinitely  more 
than  they  have  got  from  the  colony.  I  say,  if 
any  honourable  gentlemen — those  who  have 
large  businesses  and  who  can .  sneer  at  gentle- 
men who  give  up  their  time — if  ever  they  are 
called  upon  to  give  up  their  business  year 
after  year  to  serve  on  those  benches,  they 
•will  leave  them  infinitely  poorer  men,  if  wiser 
And  better.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  or  any  honourable  member  who  has 
eat  on  the  Ministerial  benches,  has  sacrificed 
much  to  the  country.  I  do  not  doubt  that 
he  is  sacrificing  much  now ;  and  I  would 
ask  him  to  extend  what  he  .knows  to  be 
true  in  his  own  case  to  other  gentlemen  who 
have  given  disinterested  service  to  the  public, 
and  such  service  as  my  honourable  friend  on 
my  left  (Mr.  Bolleston)  has  given.  Now,  what 
I  ask  is,  what  has  the  honourable  gentleman 
opposite  done  to  restore  confidence  ?  He  tells 
tis  that  the  late  Government  was  going  to  bring 
the  country,  or  had  brought  the  country,  to 
the  brink  of  a  great  catastrophe — that,  if  Provi- 
dence had  not  so  willed  it  that  that  honourable 
gentleman  was  paying  a  visit  to  this  country 
at  the  time,  that  catastrophe  would  have  hap- 
pened to  us.  Sir,  can  any  one  in  this  House 
who  has  had  any  knowledge  of  aifairs  believe 
such  a  statement?  I  deny  it,  and  any  one 
who  believes  it  is  not  possessed  of  that  know- 
ledge. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — The  country  believes  it. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  country  may  be- 
lieve it;  God  help  the  country,  if  it  does.  If 
the  country  is  to  be  raised  out  of  a  state  of 
depression  by  the  remedies  that  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  are  proposing — if  these  are  the 
means  —  I  say  the  country  will  get  into  the 
deepest  and  darkest  state  of  depression  it  ha.s 
«ver  yet  seen.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
tells  us  that  we  are  to  get  out  of  these  difficul- 
ties by  believing  that  our  land  is  worth  a  great 
■deal  more  than  it  is. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL— I  never  said  so. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  say  so :  that  is  perfectly 
true ;  but  that  is  what  he  told  us  in  spirit,  and 
•I  will  show  how.    He  told  us  that  the  very 
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foundation  of  the  prosperity  of  the  countiy 
rests  upon  the  value  of  the  landed  estate  of  the 
colony — the  freehold  estate  of  the  colony. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— No ;  I  said  they  had  a  con- 
vertible value. 

Major  ATKINSON.— They  have  a  convertible 
value.  Well,  it  is  the  same  thing.  *What  is 
the  use  of  saying  this  ?  In  all  the  action  he 
has  taken  since  he  has  been  on  those  benches 
he  has  been  endeavouring  to  mislead  the  comi- 
try :  all  the  action  he  has  been  taking  in  ^s 
direction  of  prosperity  has  been  to  show  that 
land — agricultural  land  especially — throughout 
the  colony,  which  is  only  worth  £4  or  JS5  an 
Cbcre,  is  worth  £15  or  £20  an  acre.  Now,  Sir, 
that  is  the  policy  of  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  I  say  that  the  curse  of  this  countiy  has 
not  been  the  imdervaluing  of  the  land,  but  the 
overvaluing  of  the  land.  I  say,  until  we  recog-  | 
nize  the  broad  fact  that  land  is  only  wor&  : 
what  it  will  actually  produce — until  wo  reoog-  i 
nize  that  fact,  and  buy  and  sell  in  the  light  cl  i 
that  fact,  so  long  shall  we  be  in  the  difficul- 
ties that  we  are  in  now.  I  say  that  the  whole 
policy  of  the  honourable  gentleman  is  leading 
us  away  from  that ;  it  is  an  endeavour  to  give 
a  fictitious  value  to  the  land — not  to  give  to  the 
land  its  right  value.  The  difficulty  from  which 
we  are  suffering  has  arisen  almost  solely  from 
land  having  been  bought  and  sold  at 'much 
above  its  value — at  much  more  than  would  give 
a  fair  interest  and  pay  the  mortgagee  at  Ae 
same  time.  It  is  from  that  all  our  difficulfey 
has  arisen.  The  object  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  not  to  relieve  us  from  our  mort- 
gages, but  to  raise  the  land  to  a  high  value 
again,  so  that  we  may  borrow  further.  The 
whole  policy  is  that,  as  I  will  show  presently. 
I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with'  it  now,  ami 
would  ^ot  have  said  a  word  on  the  present 
occasion ;  but  I  could  not  allow  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  sit  there  and  make  claims  to 
which  he  has  not  the  smallest  right,  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  warning  the  country  that  it 
is  being  led  on  into  a  path  that  will  end  in 
nothing  but  disaster. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  cannot  allow  the  remarks 
of  the  last  speaker  to  go  unchallenged,  and  I 
do  not  think,  from  what  has  fallen  from  him, 
that  he  has  much  reason  to  bo  proud  of  his 
late  colleague.  I  may  tell  him  that  the  late 
Minister  of  Lands  was  the  cause  of  the  down- 
fall of  the  Atkinson  Ministry  ;  and  he  himself 
thinks  that,  because,*  when  he  formed  another 
Ministry,  he  took  good  care  to  leave  the  honour- 
able member  for  Geraldine  outside  of  it.  The 
sale  of  this  land  may  appear  to  honourable 
gentlemen  a  very  simple  question,  but  I  can 
tell  (hem  at  once  that  to  those  who  live  where 
the  land  is  situated  it  is  one  of  very  serious 
moment.  I  remember  that  in  1882  the  then 
Minister  of  Lands — the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine — was  asked  a  question  by  the  late 
member  for  Greymouth,  and  the  answer  was, 
**  I  shall  strictly  enforce  the  conditions  of  the 
lease."  Well,  from  that  time  to  the  present 
moment  the  conditions  of  the  lease  have  not 
been  enforced.  It  is  now  some  six  or  seven 
years  since  that  mine  has  been  worked  as  a 
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coal  mine — that  is,  by  putting  out  the  coal  in 
^6  ordinary  way,  or  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  of  the  lease.  The  miners  who  had 
taken  np  these  sections  of  land  were  prevented 
Waning  work  provided  for  them  according  to 
the  conditions  of  the  lease.  They  brought 
pressure  to  bear  on  the  then  member  for  Grey- 
xuonth,  and  they  also  invoked  the  OiSsistance  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Lahmann,  who  comes  from  that 
part  of  the  coimtry,  and  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Legislative  Council.  The  Hon.  Captain 
Eraser,  also  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
likewise  moved  in  the  matter.  The  pressure 
then  brought  to  bear  on  the  Minister  of  Lands 
led  him  to  give  the  answer  which  is  to  be  foimd 
in  Sansard  of  the  8th  September,  1882 ;  and  I 
voald  call  attention  to  one  part  of  that  answer, 
in  which  he  says  that  he  would  take  care  to 
see  that  the  output  of  coal  was  maintained. 
!Kow,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  output  of  coal 
was  not  maintained  from  the  time  of  the  lease 
to  the  selling  of  the  land.  The  company  found 
it  necessary  to  'sink  another  shaft,  and,  upon 
their  assuring  the  honourable  gentleman  that 
they  would  smk  it,  he  abrogated  for  a  time  the 
clause  of  jthe  lease  in  regard  to  the  output  of 
coal.  The  company  then  conmienced  to  sink 
the  shaft,  but  for  six  or  eight  months  prior  to 
the  sale  of  the  land  they  knocked  off  sinking  it. 
That  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  late 
Minister  of  Mines,  at  the  commencement  of 
last  session,  by  a  telegram  from  the  late  mem- 
ber for  Greymouth,  which  was  the  result  of  a 
pnblic  meeting.  The  part  of  the  lease  to  which 
I  allude,  with  regard  to  the  output  of  coal, 
reads  as  follows : — 

**  The  said  lessees,  their  successors  or  assigns, 
Bhall  and  will  raise  and  get  from  the  said 
mines,  and  have  ready  for  sale  and  delivery, 
during  the  first  year  from  the  date  of  these 
presents,  at  least  two  thousand  tons  of  con- 
sumable coal,  and  during  the  second  year  at 
least  five  thousand  tons  of  such  coal,  and  during 
the  third  year  and  each  and  every  subsequent 
year  of  the  said  term  of  twenty-one  years  at 
least  fifteen  thousand  tons  of  such  coal.  Im- 
perial measure." 

It  is  impossible,  on  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  land  which  is  leased,  to  enforce  that  con- 
dition. I.  at  once  admit  that  the  company  had 
serious  difficulties  to  contend  with  in  the  sink- 
ing of  the  shaft,  and  also  that  their  capital  was 
limited  ;  and  if  the  Minister  had  taken  up  the 
Attitude  of  saying,  "  I  will  not  ruin  the  com- 
pany by  compelling  it  to  comply  strictly  with 
the  lease,"  I  should  not  have  a  word  to  say 
•with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Minister.  But 
there  is  another  phase  of  the  question.  The 
late  Minister  of  Lands  said  this  was  done  to 
promote  settlements  How  does  he  promote 
settlement  by  selling  this  land?  Has  he  put 
it  OS  a  condition  of  the  sale  that  they  must 
lea.se  it  at  a  limited  price  to  the  people? 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Yes. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — But  what  is  the  price? 
Two  pounds  ten  shillings  per  section  of  an 
eighth  of  an  acre  rental  per  annum  for  land 
^hich  he  has  sold  at  £6  an  acre.  Does  he 
piromote  settlement  by  selling  the  land  to  the 


company,  and  shutting  up  the  mine,  so  that 
the  men  who  have  built  their  homes  on  these 
sections  have  not  means  of  subsistence  so  that 
they  can  remain  there?  Those  men  must 
remain  without  occupation  until  the  company 
sees  fit  to  recommence  working  the  mine. 
Then,  there  is  another  phase  of  the  questiin. 
which  has  never  been  touched  upon  yet,  ana 
that  is  the  increased  value  given  to  the  lan^ 
This  land  is  the  only  site  for  the  terminus  of 
the  East  and  West  Coast  Railway,  if  that  railr 
way  should  ever  bo  made.  Knowing  that  that 
line  must  be  sooner  or  later  carried  out,  what 
provision  has  there  been  mekde  for  a  site  for  th^ 
terminus?  There  was  permission  under  th6 
terms  of  the  lease  to  take  the  land,  but  now 
the  fee-simple  of  the  land  has  been  given,  anct 
if  the  Government  wish  to  acquire  it  they  will 
have  to  purchase  it  under  the  Public  Works 
Act.  I  say  the  settlers  there  have  been  very 
badly  treated,  and.  they  are  the  people  who 
have  a  right  to  complain.  I  stigmatized  this 
transaction  as  a  little  job  the  other  day,  and 
honourable  members  took  exception  to  my 
using  the  term,  but  to-day  we  have  heard  the 
Treasurer's  action  with  regard  to  the  district 
railways  spoken  of  as  a  gross  job.  I  say  that 
those  who  are  interested  in  this  matter  looik 
upon  the  sale  of  this  land  as  one  of  the  greatest 
mistsbkes  that  ever  a  Ministry  made.  I  will 
not  use  a  stronger  term.  I  also  say  to  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Geraldine 
that,  when  he  is  posing  here  as  a  benefactor 
to  the  whole  coimtry,  his  administration  not 
only  with  regard  to  lands,  but  also  with  re- 
gard to  mines,  has  been  a  curse,  and  that  he 
IS  execrated  by  every  miner  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  New  Zealand.  There 
is  not  a  mining  constituency  throughout  the 
colony  in  which  there  are  a  dozen  men  who 
would  vote  for  him.  We  know  how,  year 
after  year,  he  has  held  up  his  claims  upon 
the  Canterbury  District;  and  yet  what  has 
been  his  reward  ?  That  he  has  been  obliged  to 
pack  up  his  political  swag  and  walk  off  to 
another  constituency.  If  his  past  services  had 
been  valued  as  he  claims  that  they  are,  would 
he  have  had  to  leave  Avon  and  go  to  Geral- 
dine? He  should  have  borne  that  in  mind, 
when  he  went  from  house  to  house  begging  for 
votes.  I  do  not  think  the  honourable  member 
for  Christohurch  North  has  had  to  do  that ;  I 
do  not  believe  there  is  a  constituency  in  New 
Zealand  which  would  not  be  proud  to  have  him 
for  its  representative,  and  he  has  had  requisi- 
tions from  all  parts  of  the  colony  asking  him  to 
stand.  But  has  the  honourable^  member  for 
Geraldine  had  these  requisitions  ?*  Where  have 
his  services  been  sought  for  ?  Nowhere.  He 
had  to  go,  roll  in  hand,  begging  for  votes, 
and  saying,  **  I  will  be  a  good  boy  in  the 
future :  forjget  the  past ;  return  me  as  your 
rej)resentative,  and  I  will  promise  to  do  better 
in  the  future."  If  I  had  been  in  his  place  I 
certainly  should  not  have  done  as  he  did,  but 
I  would  have-  said,  *'  You  may  return  me  if 
you  like  ;  "  but  I  would  not  have  begged  for  it. 
I  have  said  that  the  honourable  gentleman  was 
not  much  thought  of  by  the  miners,  and  I  may 
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add  that  he  is  known  amongst  them  not  as  the 
Minister  for  Mines,  hut  the  Minister  against 
Mines.  I  can  show  him  where  he  has  heen 
spoken  of  in  that  way  hoth  in  the  North  and 
in  the  South.  When  beneficial  services  are 
rendered  to  the  miners  they  are  a  generous 
cl^ss  of  men,  and  they  would  have  given  him 
credit  for  past  services ;  but,  taking  this  House 
as  a  reflex  of  the  opinions  of  Uie  constitu- 
encies, there  are  not  more  than  one  or  two  out 
of  the  eighteen  gold-fields  members  who  would 
not  vote  against  the  Atkinson  Ministry  or  any 
other  which  contained  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Geraldine  as  a  member.  I  state  that  8ks 
a  positive  fact.  Then,  has  he  won  the  confi- 
dence of  those  who  follow  agricultural  pursuits 
in  this  House,  or  who  represent  agricultural 
constituencies?  The  answer  is.  No ;  unmistak- 
ably no.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  fail  to 
see  why  he  should  pose  before  the  House  and 
the  country^  as  one  of  our  saviours  and  as  a 
patriot.  I  suspected  long  ago  that  he  was  sub- 
ject to  influences  not  of  a  character  that  I 
should  care  for.  I  remember,  well,  and  there 
is  documentary  proof  of  it,  that,  in  a  certain 
part  of  the  country — ^Inangahua — ^there  was  a 
low-level  tunnel.  The  honourable  gentleman 
went  to  the  spot,  saw  for  himself,  and  im- 
mediately stopped  all  works,  subsidies,  and 
moneys;  alluded  to  it  publicly,  and  said  that 
it  was  a  work  to  benefit  private  companies, 
and  that  public  money  could  not  be  spent  for 
such  a  purpose.  For  eighteen  months  these 
subsidies  were  stopped.  But  suddenly  an  elec- 
tion took  place  there;  and  a  candidate -r an 
avowed  supporter  of  my  honourable  friend — 
took  to  the  electors,  in  nis  carpet-bag,  a  docu- 
ment stating  that  if  the  people  would  support 
liim  the  subsidies  would  be  restored. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Absolutely  untrue. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Mr.  Shaw  stated  so— tele- 
graphed the  same ;  and  it  was  proved  by  affi- 
davit filed  in  the  Supreme  Court  at  Wellington, 
in  the  suit  Brandon  v.  Shaw.  There  was  also 
£200  given  to  the  same  gentleman  to  help  him 
to  get  returned  to  this  House.  There  is  proof 
also  that  an  honourable  gentleman  was  called 
to  another  place  as  part  of  the  bargain.  And 
that  is  the  way  —  the  only  way  —  in  which  a 
gold-fields  constituency  could  be  got  to  return 
to  this  House  a  gentleman  who  would  sup- 
port the  Government  of  which  the  honourable 
member  ■  for  Geraldine  was  a  member :  by 
bribers.  Sir — corruption  of  the  worst  kind; 
and  this  lease  transaction  looks '  very  much 
as  if  it  was  closely  allied  to  the  Keefton  elec- 
tion proceedings.  This  was  done  on  the  7th 
June,  just  about  the  time  when  the  House 
met,  and  after  the  country  had  declared  against 
the  Ministry.  It  was  after  Major  AtJbnson 
had  been  down  to  Christchurch  and  had  re- 
ceived an  adverse  vote,  after  he  had  received 
an  adverse  vote  at  Dunedin,  and  had  escaped 
one  at  Auckland  simply  owing  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  meeting.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
Ministry  were  going  out.  I  was  in  the  lobbies, 
and  a  straw  will  sometimes  show  how  the  wind 
blows.  This  transaction  occurred  on  the  7th 
June,  and  on  the  9th  June  there  was  this  other 
Mr.  Seddon 


transaction  in  reference  to  89,000  acres  of  land 
— a  very  strange  coincidence.  The  honourable 
member  said,  in  his  reply,  that  the  negotiations 
were  commenced  in  January  or  February  pre- 
vious to  the  date  of  the  sale  of  this  Westport 
land,  but  there  was  no  conclusion  arrived  at 
then.  But  was  any  notice  given  to  the  set- 
tlers that  this  transaction  was  to  be  carried 
out?  No;  they  knew  nothing  of  it  until  they 
saw  a  paragraph  in  the  West  Coast  Times  to 
the  effect  that,  from  a  statement  made  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Waste  Liands,  it  appeared  that 
the  company  had  paid  a  sum  of  £750  for  150 
acres  of  land  at  Wallsend.  Did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  even  tell  the  honourable  niem> 
her  for  Greymouth  that  this  transaction  was 
pending  f  No ;  and  I  should  have  thought 
that  at  least  he  might  have  informed  the 
member  for  the  district  of  it,  and  consulted 
him  about  it.  But  no ;  the  thing  was  done  so 
quietly,  so  privately,  that  the  persons  who  were 
most  mterested  in  it  knew  nothing  of  it ;  and 
from  that  fact  alone  the  transaction*  does  not 
look  well.  I  will  not  say  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  done  this  corruptly  or  wilfully  ; 
but  I  do  know  this:  that  the  thing  has  been 
done,  and  is  an  irreparable  loss  to  the  colony. 
No  one  would  be  more  glad  than  I  to  see  the 
Westport  Colliery  Company  a  profitable  con- 
cern, for  its  prosperity  would  be  the  prosperity 
of  the  colony ;  but  the  key  of  the  position  is  now 
given  to  the  company,  instead  of  being  re- 
tained in  the  hands  of  the  Government  and 
this  House,  which  contains  the  representatives 
of  the  people.  The  honourable  member  speaka- 
of  the  power  given  to  the  Minister  under  the 
Nelson  and  Westland  Coal  Fields  Administra- 
tion Act ;  but  the  power  given  there  was  in- 
tended to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  the  country,  and  it  has  not  been  so  used  in 
this  case.  When  we  were  discussing  the  East 
and  West  Coast  Railway  Bill  tiie  honourable 
gentleman  was  very  careful  to.  urge  that  we 
should  not  part  with  the  mineral  lands  ot  the 
Crown ;  but  he  knew,  at  the  same  time  when 
he  was  putting  on  such  virtuous  indignation 
— those  indignant  looks  and  tones  which  the 
honourable  member  puts  on  and  assumes  time 
after  time  are  only  bad  acting,-  though  they 
have  weight  with  some  honourable  members — ^I 
say  he  must  have  known,  when  he  was  putting 
on  this  indignation,  that  he  had  parted  with. 
150  acres  of  the  best  coal  field  we  have  in  West- 
land,  which  the  company  may  work  as  they 
like  or  leave  unworked  if  they  like.  The  com- 
pany can  throw  up  the  lease  if  they  like.  If 
the  Government  are  too  strict,  in  their  condi- 
tions, the  company  can  say,  "  We  have  got  150» 
acres ;  we  have  got  the  only  land  fit  for  a  town- 
ship ;  we  have  got  the  land  upon  which,  if  this 
East  and  West  Coast  Hallway  is  ever  made^ 
the  station  must  be  ;  and,  if  you  are  too  strict, 
we  will  throw  up  the  rest  of  the  lease.''  The 
bargain  is  all  in  favour  of  the  company,  and 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  will  suffer. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— Sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  a  matter  for  great  regret  that  the  Atkinson. 
Government,  instead  of  retiring,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this,  session,  did  not  wait  for  a. 
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BO-confidence  motion  to  be  moved,  because  then 
honomable  members  might  have  got  rid  of — 
fr^,  what  shall  I  say?  —  various  grievances 
vrUch.  have  been  brought  up  from  time  to  time 
in  the  debates  that  have  since  taken  place. 
This  particular  debate  seems  to  be  a  debate 
of  want  of  confidence  in  the  late  Minister 
of  Lands.  Now,  I  am  not  going  to  debate  the 
(question,  but  I  would  simply  express  my  opin- 
ion with  reference  to  it  m  the  fewest  words, 
in  this  way :  I  never  expect  to  be  in  office  again 
in  this  colony,  but  for  the  rest  of  my  life  one 
of  the  most  grateful  recollections  of  the  time 
I  have  been  in  office  will  be  that  of  having 
been  associated  with  a  gentleman  of  such  high 
honour  as  my  honourable  friend  the  late  Minis- 
ter of  Liands.  No  member  of  a  Grovemment 
ever  devoted  himself  to  the  duties  of  his  office 
with  more  singleness  of  purpose  to  promote  the 
public  interests.  That  is  my  opinion,  and  I 
¥fill  not  say  more  on  that  point.  Now,  I  would 
say  one  word  with  reference  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer.  Almost  the  only  sentiment  I  have 
left  with  regard  to  him  is  my  great  admiration 
of  his  oapacity.  I  do  not  say  that  by  way  of 
flattery,  because  that  is  not  in  my  way ;  but  I 
atdnk  he  has  more  all-round  capacity  than  any 
other  man  I  have  ever  met  with.  But  what 
greatly  astonishes  me  is  the  action  of  that 
honourable  gentleman  in  ^his  House.  There 
never  was  a  man  who  so  consta;htly  seized  every 
opportunity  of  nagging,  nagging,  nagging  at 
his  opponents ;  and  I  must  say  l£e  honourable 
gentleman  greatly  astonishes  me,  because  I 
think  such  conduct  is  altogether  beneath  his 
capacity.  Added  to  this,  he  indulges  in  weak 
wit  and  weaker  jokes.  Of  course  his  followers 
will  naturally  laugh  at  the  wit,  although  it  is 
weak.  They  rather  remind  me  of  a  story  that 
was  told  about  the  Emperor  of  China  and  his 
courtiers.  He  did  not  understand  a  note  of 
music ;  but  when  he  used  to  pass  from  one  room 
to  another,  where  musical  instruments  were 
arranged,  he  occasionally  struck  the  notes, 
producing  a  chord,  or  rather  discord,  and  im- 
mediately all  his  followers  would  put  up  their 
hands  and  display  the  most  intense  admiration. 
So  with  the  honourable  member's  followers  in 
regard  to  his  wit.  To-day  he  gave  us  a  seven- 
teenth-century joke,  but  his  followers  laughed 
greatly,  though  they  must  have  seen  the  same 
joke  in  books  a  hundred  times  before.  I  do  not 
eaie  to  say  anything  worse.  The  honourable 
gentleman  indulges  too  much  in  these  attacks. 
It  is  not  given  to  mortal  maoi  to  be  wise  in  ail 
things,  and  in  our  admiration  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  capacity  we  must  forget  this 
weakness.  As  to  the  |>resent  discussion,  I 
take  it  that  it  has  had  its  rise  in  the  vicious 
attack  made  from  the  Government  benches 
yesterday,  in  the  shape  of  speeches  and  in- 
terjections principally  from  the  Premier.  He 
does  not  kiiow  how  often  he  interjects.  He 
fi^un  and  again  stated  that  the  land  could  only 
be  sold  during  the  last  five  years  of  the  lease ; 
and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  took  up 
the  same  line  of  argument,  and,  to  add  force 
to  his  argument,  read  the  agreement  which 
bears  out  that  view.     But   my   honourable 


friend  to-day  points  out  that  there  was  an 
agreement  arrived  at  to  sell  the  land  long 
before  the  last  five  years,  long  before  his  time» 
by  the  very  honourable  gentlemen  who  m&.ke 
the  charge  against  him.  The  Treasurer  said 
this,  or  rather  meant  this:  that  my  honour- 
able friend  had  done  either  a  corrupt  thing 
or  a  careless  thing;  but  he  gave  my  honour- 
able friend  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and  said  it 
was  carelessness.  If  it  was  carelessness,  it  wn 
carelessness  of  yeajrs  before.  It  was  then  urged 
that  the  conditions  of  the  lease  were  not  ful- 
filled ;  but  what  does  that  amount  to  ?  What 
was  a  certain  output  of  coal  insisted  on  for? 
It  was  to  secure  a  guarantee  that  these  works 
should  be  carried  on  in  a  bond  fide  manner; 
and  it  is  a  fact,  which  ha.8  not  been  disputed, 
that 'the  company  gave  good  evidence  of  its 
good  faith  by  spending  a  far  larger  sum  of 
money  than  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
secure  the  output  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances. It  would  have  been  absurdly  unjust 
to  have  said  that,  because  circumstances  over 
which  the  company  had  no  control  had  pre- 
vented that  output,  effect  was  not  to  be  given 
to  the  agreement  made  by  a  former  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works.  That  is  the  case,  as  it 
appears  to  me ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that,  if 
there  is  really  any  corruption  or  carelessness, 
these '  imputations  should  have  been  made 
against  a  former  Minister  much  more  than 
against  my  honourable  friend. 

Mr.  GILLIES.— I  ask  the  House  to  pardon 
me  for  putting  in  a  word  on  this  question, 
because  there  has  been  a  good  deal  said  wide 
of  the  fact.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  what 
may  be  termed  the  political  question  as  be- 
tween the  old  Government  and  the  present 
Government.  It  i»not  for  me  to  say  anything 
whatever  that  would  refiect  upon  the  present 
Government,  for  I  think  it  would  be  very  much 
out  of  place  on  my  part,  considering  the  liberal 
way  in  which  they  have  viewed  the  coal  indus- 
tries of  the  West  Coast ;  but  I  cannot  sit  silent 
in  my  seat  and  allow  any  man — I  do  not  care 
who — to  be  accused  of  that  which  is  not  fairly 
his  due.  It  is  something  altogether  extraordi- 
nary— something  intensely  amusing  —  to  me 
to  hear  the  late  Ministry  —  especially  the 
late  Minister  of  Lands  —  characterized  as  he 
has  been  for  having  been  favourable  to  the 
Westport  Coal  Compsmy  in  any  shape  or  form. 
My  life  for  the  last  several  years  has  been 
worried  by  the  fact  that  the  Government  had 
not  from  the  first  carried  out  the  agreements 
which  the  company  had  made  with  them. 
The  Government  have  been  attempting  to  put 
upon  us  disabilities  for  years  which  we  had  no 
business  .to  be  under.  That  is  the  attitude 
they  maintained  towards  us.  In  this  parti- 
cular matter  the  facts  are  these:  Some  two 
or  three  years  ago  the  Westnport  Coal  Company 
were  forced  to  purchase  the  WaJlsend  Grey- 
mouth  lease.  They  did  not  wish  to  buy 
it,  but  through  the  force  of  circumstances 
they  were  compelled  to  buy  it.  Afterwards, 
when  they  went  to  the  Government  to  get  a 
title,  the  Government  said,  "This  lease  has 
IbNeen  lying  idle  for  a  great  many  years :  thd^ 
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jnine  is  full  o{  water  right  up  to  the  hrim. 
7ou  xnust  prove  to  us,  hefore  we  consent  to  an 
assignment  of  the  lease,  that  you  are  bond  fide 
going  to  work  this  mine."  We  proceeded  to  do 
80,  and  proved  that  to  the  satisfactiou  of  the 
Government.  Any  one  who  looks  into  the  ques- 
tion will  he  fully  satisfied  that  the  company 
6ii  prove-  their  bona  fides  in  the  matter.  They 
pumped  out  the  mine — ^which  is  about  GOOft. 
9eep — at  some  risk  and  cost.  They  commenced 
a  shaft,  which  is  down  160ft.;  they  sent*  to 
England  for  a  large  mass  of  machinery  which 
was  necessary  ;  and,  altogether,  they  spent 
something  like  £15,000  over  and  above  the 
£20,000  spent  in  purchasing  the  mine.  That 
was  the  position  of  the  matter  about  this  time 
last  year,  when  it  so  happened  that,  as  chair- 
man of  the  company,  I  visited  the  mine.  The 
mine  was  then  just  on  the  point  of  being  in 
a  position  to  be  worked :  it  was  pumped  out 
nearly  dry.  When  I  went  there  I  found  that 
if  we  attempted  to  work  the  mine  it  could  only 
be  done  at  serious  risk  to  human  life.  A  very 
serious  accident  had  just  occurred,  which  had 
been  witnessed  by  many  people,  who  said  that 
a  column  of  fire  went  up  many  feet  into  the 
air.  A  great  deal  of  machinery  at  the  pit's 
mouth  was 'blown  away;  but,  fortunately,  no 
one  was  injured.  The  evidence  of  experts 
proved  that,  if  they  attempted  to  take  coal  out 
of  that  mine  before  another  shaft  was  sunk,  it 
would  be  at  the  risk  of  human  life.  Acting  on 
that  information,  the  directors  resolved  they 
would  not  take  out  any  coal.  They  could  take 
out  a  large  quantity  of  coal  to-morrow,  if  neces- 
sary. The  mine  has  been  pumped  and  kept 
dry,  and  is  in  ver^  good  condition  in  every  way, 
with  the  exception  of  ventilation.  Until  the 
other  shaft  is  down  ther^  cannot  be  proper 
ventilation.  Since  then  other  considerations 
have  come  in.  The  want  of  certain  appliances 
has  delayed  the  sinking  of  that  shaft.  I  put  it  to 
honourable  members,  as  men  of  common-sense, 
is  there  the  slightest  likelihood  of  the  company 
stopping  work,  after  paying  £20,000  for  the  mine 
and  spending  £15,000  upon  it,  and  after  keep- 
ing all  along  a  manager  and  a  gang  of  men  to 
keep  it  always  pump^,  with  the  view  of  going 
on  with  work  as  soon  as  the  proper  appliances 
have  been  obtained  ?  Now;  with  reference  to 
the  purchase  of  the  freehold,  I  have  got  to  say 
this :  The  company,  in  a  measure,  were  forced 
into  that  purchase.  When  the  company  got 
the  title  to  the  lease  made  clear,  they  imme- 
diately took  steps  to  clear  squatters  ofi  their 
ground ;  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in 
purchasing  this  lease,  the  Westport  Coal  Gom- 
panv  bought  the  right  to  the  fifty  acres  of  f ree- 
nold.  That  was  part  of  the  property  for  which 
they  paid  £20,000.  For  years  no  end  of  people 
had  been  squatting  on  the  ground — ^not  miners 
— and  when  notice  to  quit  was  served  on  them 
they  raised  a  hue-and-cry  ab6ut  the  company 
not  doing  what  was  right.  They  appealed  to 
title  Government,  who  at  once 'sent  down  a 
Commissioner  to  examine  the  whole  question. 
'The  Commissioner  made  certain  recommenda- 
tions, stating  that  the  people  had  -settled  so 
long  on  this  land  that  it  was  not  advisable  to 
Mr.  Gillies 


turn  them  off,  or  to  allow  the  company  to  deal 
with  them  as  they  had  a  right  to  do  under  the 
lease.  But,  as  a  compromise,  he  proposed  to 
the  Government  that  we  should  take  up  our 
f  reehold  now,  instead  of  at  the  end  of  the  kase ; 
and  that,  in  consideration  of  our  doing  so,  and 
giving  leases  at  a  rental  reduced  by  50  per 
cent.,  the  Government  should  give  us  on  ad- 
ditional 100  acres.  After  a  great  deal  of  con- 
sideration,  the  directors  consented  to  that, 
although  it  was  most  inconvenient  to  them  to 
do  it.  If  the  colony  wishes  to  get  back  those 
one  hundred  acres  I  think  the  company  will  be 
happy  to  hand  them  back,  because,  as  has  beea 
said,  the  possession  of  five  acres  of  ground,  as 
long  as  it  covers  the  shaft  and  buildings,  is 
just  as  useful  to  a  coal  company  as  fifty  or 
one  hundred  acres.  The  surface  of  the  ground 
that  the  company  has  been  compelled  to  take 
up  is  bf  no  value.  This  idea  of  the  railway 
terminus  being  upon  it  is  something  I  never 
heard  of  before ;  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  ^at 
the  land  is  likely  to  be  so  valuable.  But  X  am 
afraid  this  is  like  a  great  many  other  fine  esti- 
mates put  on  West  Coast  affairs,  which  many 
of  us  have  found  so  very  beautiful  outside 
but  very  rotten  at  the  heart.  However,  there 
can  be  no  question  that,  as  far  as  good  faiUi 
ia  concerned,  I  can  assure  my  friends  on  tiie 
Government  benches  that  the  late  ^iinister 
of  Lands  did  not  do  anything  whatever  in  Qa 
way  of  showing  favour  to  the  Westport  Coal 
Company  when  he  sold  that  piece  of  gronnd. 
On  the  contrary,  he  has  been  our  strong  an- 
tagonist all  along ;  and  I,  for  one,  have  no  rea- 
son to  regret  the  change  of  Government,  or  that 
men  should  have  come  on  to  those  benches 
who  take  a  more  liberal  and  enlightened  view 
of  the  industries  of  the  country,  and  desire  to 
help  them  on. 

Mr.  BROWN. — I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Bruce  has  scarcely  put  the  matter  right 
He  said  five  acres  was  quite  as  good  as  a  larger 
area  to  the  coal  company.  He  must  know 
that  the  fifty  acres  will  cover  their  workings 
for  many  years,  and  the  State  will  lose  the 
amount  of  royalty,  which  was  the  main  fea- 
ture of  the  agreement  and  terms  on  which  these 
lands  were  held  by  the  company  from  the 
Government.  BoyaJty  will  not  now  be  charged 
to  the  coal  company.  I  understand  a  hucge 
amount  of  money  has  been  spent  on  those 
works,  a  number  of  people  were  expected  to 
be  employed,  and  a  large  output  of  coal  was 
guaranteed  by  the  company.  •  Therefore,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  land  itself,  which  is 
valuable,  but  in  the  working  of  the  mine, 
an  improper  advantage  has  been  given  to  the 
company.  It  is  rather  refreshing  to  hear  the 
observation  of  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara,  that  this  would  have  been  better  as  a 
vote  of  want  of  confidence  against  the  late  Go-, 
vemment,  and  to  hear  him  regretting,  almost, 
that  the  Government,  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  had  retired  so  early  in  the  session. 
I  consider  that  the  late  Government  com- 
mitted a  great  wrong  to  the  country  in  not 
resigning  before  the  House  met,  according  to 
the  constitutional  practice.     Those  honounUife 
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gentlemen  knew  well  their  position  after  the 
election,  becanse  they  took  the  precaution  to 
havQ  two  copies  of  the  speech  of  every  candi- 
date supplied  them.  Valuable  time  was  lost 
and  public  convenience  suffered  through  their 
not  resigning  before  the  House  met. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON.  — It  might  be  expected 
that  I  should  retort  upon  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
bat  I  am  not  going  to  do  any  such  thing.  He 
stated  that  his  intention  yesterday  was  to  read 
me  a  useful  lesson.  I  am  qmte  sure  that  he 
has  had  a  vety  useful  lesson  taught  him.  He 
has  been  taught  by  this  debate  tiiat  there  are 
members  of  this  House  who  will  not  stand 
constant  nagging,  constant  insinuations,  con- 
stant sneering  and  abuse.  I  have  kept  myself 
TCiy  quiet ;  I  have  said  very  little ;  but,  in  the 
House  and  out  of  the  House,  in  letters  to 
"My  dear  Mr.  Matson,"  and  others,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  cast  insinuations  at  me 
and  my  administration  which  are  perfectly  im- 
vananted  by  any  knowledge  that  he  could 
have.  I  have  borne  a  great  deal,  and  I  only 
ay  this  by  way  of  palliation  of  the  strength  of 
expression  tliat  I  made  use  of  just  now.  For 
the  term  I  mode  use  of,  ought  to  be  substituted 
"out  of  taste,"  probably;  and  it  was  the  con- 
catenation of  those  two  words  that  probably 
made  it,  as  you.  Sir,  ruled  it,  offensive..  I 
have  no  desire  to  be  offensive;  but  the  pro- 
vocation that  I  have  had  for  a  long  series 
of  months  since  l^e  honourable  member  has 
been  in  the  colony  seemed  to  justify  it.  The 
Premier  seemed  to  deal  somewhat  disingenu- 
oosly  with  this  question.  The  fact  is,  the  lease, 
in  the  first  instance,  rightly  or  wrongly,  gave 
the  authority  to  sell,  and  that  power  wa^  acted 
upon  by  the  present  Minister  for  Public  Works. 
It  was  only  a  question  of  the  amount  of  land 
that  should  be  operated  upon.  It  was  not  a 
question  of  principle;  it  was  a  question  of 
detaU. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.—The  first  sale  was 
absolutely  oatside  of  the  lease,  and  was  so  speci- 
fied all  through  the  correspondence. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— The  grant  of  fifty  acres 
I   was  outside  the  lease. 

The  hour  of  half -past  five  o'clock  having  ar- 
med, Mr.  Speakeb  left  the  chair. 

HOUSE   RESUMED. 

Mr.  Speakeb  resumed  the  chair  at  half-past 
iCYen  o'clock. 

COX'S  CREEK  BRIDGE. 
Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
I   Works,  Whether  he  will  obtain  a  report  from 
!    the  department  on  the  condition  of  the  portion 
of  bridge  erected  in  mid-stream  at  Cox's  Creek, 
Auckland ;  and  whether  it  can  be  shifted  fur- 
ther up  to  a  narrower  part  of  the  creek,  if  an 
eligible  site  can  be  procured? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  he  would 
have  a  report  drawn  up,  and,  if  the  report  was 
a  favourable  one,  the  desire  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  given  effect  to. 

MCCARTHY'S  CASE. 
Mr.  ALLWRIGHT  asked  what  action  the 


Government  intended  to  take,  if  any,  in  con- 
nection with  the  unfortunate  man  McCarthy, 
now  confined  in  the  Lyttelton  Gaol.  The  facta 
of  this  case  were  fully  set  forth  in  the  petition 
which  he  handed  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  for 
presentation  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor^ 
together  with  the  evidenco  taken  in  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate's  Court  at  Lyttelton.  He 
might  state  that  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling 
in  connection  with  this  matter,  and  the  peti-  * 
tioners  were  anxious  to  know  what  action  the 
Government  intended  to  take. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  petition  in  this  case  had 
been  received.  An  assault  of  a  very  serious 
nature  had  been  committed  on  the  high  scas» 
and  he  regretted  that,  in  the  present  state  o£ 
the  law,  the  Governor  had  no  jurisdiction  to 
interfere  in  the  matter.  The  Government  would 
send  a  copy  of  the  pertition  to  the  American 
Consul  in  New  Zealand,  asking  him  to  be  good 
enough  to  take  action  in  reference  to  the 
facts  set  out  in  it,  so  that  the  justice  of  the 
case  might  be  met.  He  had  telegraphed  td 
the  American  Consul  that  a  copy  of  the  peti- 
tion would  be  sent  to  him.  He  hoped  soma 
speedy  action  would  be  taken  by  that  gentle-^, 
man  in  reference  to  this  unfortunate  case. 

WESTLAND    EDUCATION    DISTRICT 
SUBDIVISION  BILL. 

On  the  question,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time, 

Mr.  MENTEATH  said  that  a  number  of 
honourable  gentlemen  voted  for  this  Bill  in 
Conunittee  without  knowing  much  about  the 
subject,  and  they  did  so  under  the  impression 
that  by  'their  vote  they  were  punishing  the. 
authors  of  what  had  been,  no  doubt,  a  very 
considerable  scandal — an  instance  of  very  (con- 
siderable mismanagement:  that  by  subdividing 
the  District  of  Westland  into  two  they  were 
merely  punishing  the  authors  of  the  difficul- 
ties and  troubles  that  had  arisen  in'coimection 
with  the  Westland  Education  District.  He. 
ventured  to  say  that  that  was  not  the  real 
issue  to  be*  disposed  of  in  passing  this  Bill. 
The  real  issue  was,  trhether,  because  certain 
individuals  elected  in  one  year  to  represent 
the  Education  District  of  Westland  misman- 
aged the  affairs  of  that  district,  they  should, 
on  that  account,  punish  all  the  children 
of  the  Westland  Education  District  by  with- 
holding from  them  the  additional  facilities 
which  were  afforded  to.  children  in  wealthier 
and  more  prosperous  districts ;  and  whether 
they  should  take  money  from  the  funds  which 
were  needed  in  that  sparsely-populated  coun- 
try for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  outljring 
districts,  and  apply  it  to  the  support  of  two 
Boards  of  Education,  instead  of  one  as  here- 
tofore. He  thought  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  him  to  adduce  any  figures  or  arguments 
to  show  that,  where  they  had  two  machines  to 
do  the  work  of  one — ^where  they  had  two  bodies 
of  men  engaged  in  managing  and  doing  the 
same  work — they  must  necessarily  throw  away« 
in  paying  for  those  two  managing  bodies,  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  ahready  too  scanty 
funds  required  for  education.    They  were  nc^ 
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punishing  the  individuals  who  created  the  dif- 
ficulty ;  they  might  be  represented  on  tibe  two 
Boards ;  indeed,  they  were  giving  those  persons 
a  better  chance  of  being  elected,  because  they 
were  now  substituting  two  Boards  for  one.  He 
thought  the  House  might  very  well  pause 
before  taking  this  step.  He  did  not  want  to 
see  legislation  in  any  given  way.  All  he  asked 
was  that  they  should  suspend  legislation  until 
next  session.  He  liad  no  doubt  the  bitter, 
feelings  which  had  existed  between  the  two 
centres  of  the  West  Coast  that  caused  all  the 
trouble  were  now  subsiding ;  and,  if  the  matter 
were  allowed  to  stand  over  for  another  year, 
they  would  then  find  that  the  people  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  district  would  be  as 
anxious  as  the  people  in  the  northern  portion 
of  the  district  to  see  this  proposed  subdivision 
quashed.  He  did  not  say  anything  as  to  the 
direction  future  legislation  should  take.  If 
this  measure  had  been  introduced  earlier  in 
the  session  he  should  have  endeavoured  to 
get  another  measure  passed  through;  but  it 
^as  now  too  late  to  talk  of  any  further  legis- 
lation. He  thought  the  House  should  simply 
suspend  all  legislation  for  Ihis  session,  and 
give  an  indemnity  to  the  Education  Depart- 
ment for  their  management  of  the  district  for 
the  last  year  and  a  half,  and  provide  for  the 
liabilities  which  the  Board  had  incurred — re- 
move that  part  of  the  scandal,  and  continue 
to  carry  on  the  department  for  the  next  year, 
as  it  had  been  very  satisfactorily  carried  on  for 
the  last  year  and  a  half  by  the  Central  Educa- 
tion Department.  If  that  were  done,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  next  year  they  would  find  the  people 
of  Hokitika  vying  with  the  people  of  Grey- 
mouth  in  declaring  that  this  House  ought  not  to 
dissipate  their  funds  by  rendering  it  necessary 
to  maintain  two  Boards  instead  of  one,  but 
should  spend  the  money  in  maintaining  the 
schools  in  the  outlying  districts — spend  it  not  in 
management,  but  in  the  true  purpose  for  which 
our  educational  system  was  established.  The 
Premier  said,  when  he  introduced  this  Bill, 
that'  he  was  simply  giving  effect  to  the  legis- 
lation of  a  previous  Government ;  but  he  was 
doing  more  thaji  that.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man had  before  him  facts  which  were  not  at 
the  disposal  of  the  previousi  Government.  He 
(Mr.  Menteath)  held  in  his  hand  a  memorandum 
prepared  by  the  Education  Department  in  Wel- 
lington, and  there  was  a  statement  therein  con- 
tained which  spoke  volumes  for  the  manner  in 
which  this  Bill  was  previously  presented  to  this 
House.  The  Secretary  to  the  Education  De- 
partment stated  that  he  was  never  consulted, 
that  his  opinion  was  never  asked,  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  two  Boards  would  be  able  to  carry 
on  if  the  district  were  subdivided.  And  yet, 
without  taking  his  opinion,  a  Bill  to  subdivide 
the  district  into  two  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  passed  into  law.  He  thought,  when 
the  Secretary  to  the  Education  Department  was 
not  consulted,  it  showed  that  the  Government 
could  not  have  gone  deeply  into  the  matter. 
The  present  Premier  had  full  information  on 
the  subject.  He  had  before  him  a  statement 
made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Education  De- 
Mr,  Mcivteath 


partment  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  Board  wets 
split  into  two,  one  Boaxd  would  have  a  debt 
of  £700  and  the  other  a  debt  of  £900  at  ih» 
end  of  each  year :  that  was,  £1,600  per  an- 
num would  be  required  to  maintain  these  two 
pigmy  Boards.  With  that  statement  before 
him,  he  proceeded  to  pass  through  this  Bill,  as 
a  Government  measure,  for  subdividing  the  dis- 
trict. All  he  (Mr.  Menteath)  had  to  say  was 
that  he  wished  the  people  of  Westland  to  know 
how  it  was  that  the  outlying  schools  would 
be  closed,  and  how  it  was  that  the  children 
would  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  education. 
He  laid  the  responsibility  for  that  on  the  pre- 
sent Premier,  who  had  done  this  with  fall 
information  before  him,  such  as  the  last  Go- 
vernment had  not  had,  and  at  the  instance  of 
gentlemen  who  were  not  now  in  the  House. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  would  only  add  one  word  to 
what  took  place  in  Committee  on  the  previous 
evening.  He  had  then  endeavoured  to  correct 
the  Bill  in  such  a  way  that  the  Education  Dis- 
trict of  Westland  should  be  continued,  and 
not  divided,  and  he  believed  that  if  that  had 
been  done,  and  a  new  Board  had  been  elected 
in  the  place  of  those  members  of  the  Board 
who  were  on  it  when  the  mismanagement  took 
place,  a  satisfactory  result  would  have  been 
obtained.  His  amendment  was,  however,  le- 
jected,  and  the  whole  responsibility  now  r^ted 
with  the  majority  who  had  decided  thai  the 
district  should  be  divided.  That  decision  hav- 
ing been  come  to,  it  only  remained  for  him  to 
let  the  House  know,  on  the  third  reading,  that 
he  objected  to  and  protested  against  the  whole 
arrangement.  He  did  so  for  this  reason,  in 
addition  to  those  which  had  been  niged  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down :  that,  if  they  were  to  keep  up  a  system 
of  education,  they  must  endeavour  to  make 
it  work  as  harmoniously  as  possible.  When 
the  House  voted  for  this  separation  they  were 
authorizing  a  charge  upon  the  money  which 
^ould  be  devoted  to  the  education  of  the  child- 
ren of  the  district,  who  would  not  get  their  fair 
share  of  the  education  grant,  because,  as  was 
shown  by  the  memorandum,  drawn  up  by  Dr. 
Hislop,  the  permanent  head  of  the  department, 
the  division  of  the  district  into  two,  and  having 
two  Boards  of  management,  necessarily  meant 
that  there  would  be  an  annual  deficiency  in 
one  district  of  about  £700,  and  in  the  other 
of  about  £900.  That  meant  simply  closing  up 
a  number  of  schools  in  the  outlying  districts, 
which  was  very  much  to  be  regretted.  He 
would"  have  preferred  to  see  the  question 
stand  over  till  next  session,  so  that  the  mat- 
ter might  be  fairly  considered  and  fought  out; 
and  then,  instead  of  creating  two  Boskids,  the 
whole  of  the  West  Coast  might  have  been 
amalgamated  into  one  education  district— have 
been  enlarged  instead  of  decreased.  However, 
as  the  matter  had  been  decided  otherwise,  he 
would. not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Houseful^ 
ther,  but  would  content  himself  by  entering 
his  protest  against  the  passing  of  the  Bill. 

Ml.  FERGUS  entirely  a^eed  with  the  re- 
marks of  the  honourable  member  for  Inanga- 
hua,  and  altogether  deprecated  the  spUtting- 
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up  of  the  present  education  districts.  In  fact, 
from  his  experience,  which  had  been  consider- 
able, he  thought  that  the  larger  the  districts 
the  better  would  education  be  managed.  If 
they  cut  up  these  small  districts  into  two  or 
three,  they  would  simply  be  rendering  the 
administration  of  education  a  farce.  In  fact, 
that  was  an  opiniou  expressed  by  one  honour- 
able gentleman  who  supported  this  Bill  in 
Coimnittee,  and  whose  avowed  object  was  to 
make  it  a  farce,  because  he  was  opposed  to  the 
whole  system.  If  they  were  going  to  cut  up 
these  districts  in  this  way,  the  result  would  be 
that  at  no  distant  day  the  whole  management 
of  education  would  have  to  be  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  the  Minister  of  Education  and  his 
officials  in  Wellington.  To  his  mind  that 
would  be  a  very  uxiortunate  result ;  but  even 
that  would  be  better  than  having  a  number  of 
these  small  districts.  If  the  question  came  to 
a  vote  he  should  vote  against  the  third  reading 
«l  the  Bill. 

Mr.  STOUT  did  not  believe  that  the  creating 
of  two  districts  would  have  any  bad  efiect  on 
the  education  of  the  children  of  Westland. 
The  honourable  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken 
said  that  there  would  be  a  deficiency  of  £1,600; 
but  he  (Mr.  Stout)  might  say  that  the  deficiency 
<i  the  late  Board  was  about  £5,000  in  one  year, 
so  that  there  would  be  a  saving.  He  could  only 
lay  that  the  management  of  the  late  Board  was 
«unply  disgraceful,  and  such  as  no  local  body 
had  ever  manifested  in  any  colony.  They  had 
dcAlt  with  public  money  in  a  way  that  almost 
approached  criminality.  He  did  not  think  it 
was  a  wise  step  to  divide  education  districts, 
and  would  prefer  to  have  them  made  larger, 
and  the  grants  increased ;  but,  if  this  division 
took  place,  there  would  be  time  for  the  people 
«f  Westland  to  manage  their  affairs  economi- 
cally, and  then,  they  would  probably  find  it  to 
their  interest  to  become  united  again :  but  he 
did  not  think  there  wa^  any  hope  of  that  at 
present.  If  their  affairs  were  managed  econo- 
mically, the  children  of  the  district  would  not 
suffer;  but  then  they  must  get  gentlemen  to 
do  some  of  the  work  for  nothing,  as  was  done 
m  otiier  parts  of  the  country,  and  they  would 
have  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  their  Secretaries 
and  Inspectors,  and  not  be  extravagant  in  their 
sohool-buildings.  If  they  continued  to  be  ex- 
travagant in  that  way,  and  did  not  pay  the 
salaries  of  their  teachers,  then  the  House 
would  have  to  interfere,  and  a  special  tax 
would  have  to  be  imposed  on  the  district. 

Mr.  MENTEATH  would  like  to  correct  an 
error  into  which  the  Premier  had  fallen  with 
regurd  to  there  being  a  deficiency  of  £5,000. 
Quoting  from  a  memorandum  from  the  Edu- 
cation Department,  he  found  that  the  total 
liability  of  the  Westland  Education  District 
was  £5,672.  Prom  that  had  to  be  deducted,  for 
contracts  made  but  not  begun,  £880,  leaving  a 
liability  of  £4,692 ;  and  then  there  was  the 
share  of  the  school-building  vote  for  the  year 
1888-84,  £1,824— leaving,  to  be  provided  for, 
£2,868  6s.  6d. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  member 
^ras  hardly  correct.    Would  the  House  credit 


it  that  there  were  cheques  outstanding,  issued 
by  the  Board,  amounting  to  about  £800  ?  The 
fact  of  the  matter  was  that  the  Government 
would  have  to  find  something  over  £4,000  to 
make  up  the  deficiency. 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  85. 

AUwright 

Lance 

Smith 
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Locke 

Steward,  W.  J. 
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MoKenzie,  J. 

Stout 

Gadman 

Montgomery 

Thompson,  T. 
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Tole 
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Shrimski 
Noes,  24. 

Seddon. 

Beetham 

Lake 
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B.-Bradshaw 

Maokenzie,  M. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Buchanan 

Moss 

Trimble 

Wakefield 

Fisher 

Pere 

Whyte,  J.  B. 

Grigg 

Richardson,  G 

Tellers. 

Hakuene 

Russell 

Guinness 

Hatch 

Samuel 

Menteath* 

Hursthouse 

Paibs. 
For,  Against. 

Coster  Johnston 

Gore.  Hurst,  W.  J. 

Majority  for,  11, 
Billhead  a  third  time. 

Mr.  FERGUS  explained  that  he  had  unwit- 
tingly allowed  himself  to  be  locked  in  when  the 
division  was  taken,  although  he  had  paired; 
and  that,  therefore,  his  vote  had  been  claimed 
by  Mr.  Seddon  for  the  Bill. 

CONSOLIDATED  STOCK  BILL. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL. — In  moving  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill  I  wish  to  say  that  what  it  pro- 
poses to  do  was  explained  in  the  Financial 
Statement.  It  was  explained  in  the  Statement 
that  the  colony  is  reducing  its  debt  by  about 
a  quarter  of  a  million  a  year,  and  the  amoimt 
is  yearly  increadng;  so  that  during  the  next 
ten  years,  if  we  continue  under  present  condi- 
tions, there  would  be  a  reduction  of  something 
like  three  million  pounds  on  our  debt  from  the 
operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  And,  Sir,  it 
was  explained  in  the  Financial  Statement,  and 
in  the  memorable  debate  which  took  place 
upon  that  Statement,  that,  in  our  opinion, 
the  colony  was  not  called  upon  to  make  the 
sacrifice  which  is  entailed  by  these  yearly 
payments,  whilst  at  the  sajne  time,  for  other 
purposes,  it  was  borrowing  money.  With  re- 
gard to  the  public  debt  of  the  colony,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  there  were  two  sources  of 
relief  to  the  colony.  One  was  in  not  having  to 
pay  Sinking  Fund ;  and  it  was  pointed  out  that 
sinking  funds  were  condemned  by  experience, 
and  by  all  modern  writers  and  financiers.  The 
other  source  of  relief  was  a  reduction  of  in- 
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terest  in  the  public  debt  by  a  process  of  con- 
verting our  present  debentures  into  securities 
bearing  a  lower  rate  of  interest.  Both  objects 
— the  decrease  of  Sinking  Fund  and  the  re- 
duction of  the  amount  of  interest — are  gained 
by  converting  the  present  securities  into  se- 
curities of  a  different  nature.  This  Bill, 
as  framed,  will  enable  immediate  relief  to  be 
given  to  the  consolidated  revenue;  but  it  is 
also  framed  with  the  idea,  with  the  intention, 
that  conversion  should  be  carried  on  in  such  a 
manner,  in  such  a  way,  and  at  such  a  time  as 
may  be  found  to  be  most  beneficial.  For  in- 
stance, at  present  the  process  of  conversion 
is  very  much  blocked  by  the  operations  which 
took  place  last  year.  It  is  known  to  honour- 
able members,  and  has  been  referred  to  in  the 
House  before,  that  those  operations  consisted  of 
two  classes.  There  was  £6,000,000  of  5-80  bonds 
bearing  4^  per  cent,  interest  offered  for  conver- 
sion, and  £1,250,000  of  5-30  bonds  bearing  5 
p^r  cent.  ii^ter.est ,  and  there  was  also  a  con- 
version oi%  further  £1,800,000  of  short-dated 
debentures  held  by  the  trust  funds.  In  reality, 
the  operation  in  relation  to  the  last-mentioned 
debentures  meant  something  more  than  con- 
version. Those  debentures,  having  been  issued 
only  in  the  colony,  were  by  the  operation  trans- 
ferred from  a  colonially-domiciled  loan  to  one 
domiciled  in  London.  The  £1,800,000  was  all 
held  by  funds  over  which  the  colony  had  con- 
trol, and  the  ^hole  amount  was  converted  at 
par.  T^at  is  to  say,  the  status  and  denomi- 
nation was  changed  from  that  of  a  colonial 
loan  to  an  Engli^  one,  and  in  that  operation 
some  considerable  amount  was  disposed  of, 
enabling  the  trust  funds  to  get  rid  of  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  debentures.  They  were 
changed  into  inscribed  stock;  a  portion  was 
sold,  and  a  portion  held  for  sale  after  the  ne- 
gotiation of  the  third  million  of  the  Three- 
Million  Loan.  There  is  still  a  considerable 
number  of  these  waiting  to  be  put  into  the 
market.  The  invitation  to  convert  the  Eng- 
lish debentures  resulted  in  this  way:  Of 
£6,000,000  4^-per-cent.  debentures,  £3,000,000 
were  brought  m  at  a  premium  of  3  per  cent. 
That  is  to  say,  £108  was  given  for  every  £100 
of  4^ -per -cent,  debentures  brought  in.  Of 
£1,250,000  5 -per -cent,  debentures,  £500,000 
was  brought  in  at  a  premium  of  8}  per  cent. 
As  I  have  said,  these  still,  to  a  certain  extent, 
block  the  market;  and  it  is  to  be  borne  in 
mind  also  that  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
5-SOs  bearing  5  per  cent,  interest  have  been 
called  in  for  payment.  That  is  to  say,  they 
will  be  paid  off,  and  an  amount  of  inscribed 
stock  created  which  will  meet  the  pasrment. 
In  any  case,  it  is  thought  desirable  that 
this  Bill  should  be  passed,  so  as  to  give  those 
who  are  charged  with  carrying  out  the  con- 
version the  opportunity  of  choosing  the  most 
desirable  time  and  taking  the  most  desir- 
able o^x>ortunities.  But,  in  the  meantime,  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  is  to  suspend  the  pres- 
sure of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  the  only  way  in 
which  it  can  be  done:  that  is,  we  take  our 
debts  up  to  the  Slst  March  last,  and  autho- 
rize the  conversion  of  the  whole  of  those  debts 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


_  of  an  equivalent  amount  to  those  debts— 
into  inscribed  stock.  It  is  thought  absolutely 
necessary,  in  regard  to  the  sinking  funds,  thikt 
we  should  keep  the  absolute  letter  of  cm:  en- 
gagements—  tiiat  is  to  say,  that  we  should 
pay  yearly,  through  the  Sinking  Fund  Com-, 
missioners,  whatever  is  the  amount  prescribed 
by  the  various  Acts  authorizing  the  loans,  or 
the  various  prospectuses  under  which  the  loans 
have  been  issued.  It  would  be  more  cozrect  tor 
say  the  various  prospectuses,  because  the  Ac^ 
gave  power  to  the  Treasurer  or  Governor  in 
Council  to  issue  the  loans  with  sinking  funds,, 
and  it  was  by  the  power  thus  given  ^at  pro- 
spectuses were  issued,  undertaking  that  the 
loans  should  bear  sinldng  funds.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  engagements  con- 
tained in  those  various  prospectuses  should 
be  carried  out,  and  therefore  we  can  in  no^ 
way  interfere  with  the  aggregation  of  the  sink- 
ing funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners,, 
or  interfere  with  the  making  of  payments 
from  the  Consolidated  Fimd  prescribed  in  the 
several  agreements  under  which  the  loans  were 
issued.  What  we  do  is  this :  We  authorize- 
by  the  Bill  that  an  amount  of  stock  shall  be 
created  each  year,  which  will  represent  the 
amount  of  the  increase  in  the  hands  of  ^e 
Sinking  Funds  Commissioners  for  that  year. 
In  other  words,  we  provide  by  this  machinezy 
that  the  debt  as  it  existed  at  the  end  A' 
March  last  cannot  be  increased  beyond  the 
yearly  increase  of  the  Sinking  Fund:  thai  is- 
to  say,  there  will  be  an  amount  of  Sink- 
ing Fund  always  increasing.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  will  be  created  an  equivalent 
amount  of  stock  which  will  rej^resent  the  an- 
nual increase  of  Sinking  Fund  in  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners.  Thus,  it  is  provided  that 
when  the  loan  is  converted,  and  the  Sinking 
Fund  set  free,  the  first  chajrge  on  that  Sink- 
ing Fund  shall  be  in  the  direction  of  paying 
off  all  the  amount  of  stock  which  has  been, 
created  under  the  operation  of  this  Bill.  We 
shall  then  arrive  simply  at  this  result:  Th& 
amount  of  the  converted  loan  will  represent 
the  amount  dutstanding  of  that  loan  on  the 
80th  March  last.  After  a  loan  is  converted,, 
and  the  amount  of  stock  created  under  the  ope- 
ration of  this  Act  is  paid  off,  the  balance  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  it  is  proposed  by  this  Bill  shall 
be  available  for  such  purposes  as  Parliament 
prescribes.  Then,  there  is  a  machinery  by 
which  short-dated  debentures  can  be  issued 
as  intermediary  to  the  inscription  of  stock , 
because  in  practice  it  is  found,  and  will  be 
found,  that  it  may  be  convenient  to  preate 
short-dated  debentures,  domiciled  here  or  at 
Home,  which  will  be  converted  into  stock  as 
the  cohversion  operations  proceed.  It  may  be 
urged  that  the  accrued  Sinking  Fund  should 
be  employed  in  paying  off  portiops.  of  onr 
debt  —  that  is  to  say,  that  so  much  of  the 
money  as  has  accrued  through  the  agency  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  should  be  employed  in  m- 
ing  off  an  equivalent  amount  of  the  loans  with- 
out conversion.  We  provide  otherwise  in  this 
Bill.  We  provide  for  the  conversion  of  the 
total  amount,  and  for  setting  free  the  6ink-> 
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nig  Fund.     But  it  is  not  necessarily  part  of 
tbe  machinery  of  the  Bill  that  it  ^ould  be 
so.    It  might  be  provided,  if  thought  better, 
Cbat  80  jDOLUch  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  when  set 
free,  as  is  required,  shall  be  used  for  paying  o£E 
the  amiual  increases  made  under  the  operation 
.  of  the  present  Bill,  and  that  the  balance  of  the 
accrued  Sinking  Fund  should  not  be  employed 
as  Parliament  directs,  but  should  be  employed 
in  paying  oS  an  equivalent  amount  of  the  debt. 
I  Uiink  it  is  desirable  not  to  adopt  the  latber 
course,  but  to  adopt  the  course  prescribed  in  the 
Bill:  still,  such  an  alteration  would  not  inter- 
fere materially  with  the  principle  of  the  Bill. 
There  are,  so  to  speak,  two  kmds  of  Sinking 
Fund.    One  part  of  the  Sinking  Fimd  is  repre- 
sented by  dead  or  cancelled  bonds,  and  they 
are  alive  only  insomuch  that  they  pay  interest 
yearly  for  the  purpose  of  that  interest  being 
employed    in  drawmg  further  bonds  year  by 
year.    But  they  are  to  all  other  intents  and 
purposes  cancelled,  and,  in  so  far  as  the  drawn 
Donds  are  concerned,  there  is  no  power  in  this 
Bill  to  revive  them.    But  there  are  other  loans 
the  sinking  funds  of  which  are  not  employed  in 
annual  drawings.     They  represent  simply  an 
amount  of  money  set  apart,  so  to  speak,  paral- 
lel to  the  liabiUty  of  the  debt.    Those  sinking 
funds  accumulate  in  the  hand  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, but  they  are  not  directly  responsible 
lor  the  debts  of  the  debentures.    The  deben- 
toies,  for  example,  are  payable  at  the  Treasury, 
or  at  the  office  of  the  Grown  Agents,  and  they 
are  presented  for  payment.  It  may  be,  of  course, 
md  it  is  possible,  that,  instead  of  otherwise 
providing  for  meeting  those  debentures  as  they 
mature,  the  accrued  Sinkixig  Fund  might  be 
sold,  and  the  money  obtained  by  the  sale  might 
be  held  at  the  Treasury  or  by  the  Crown  Agents 
as  applicable  to  paying   off    the  debentures. 
That  is  possible,  though  no  machinery  has  been 
provided  for  the  purpose.     What  I  wish  to 
point  out  is,  that  the  sinking  funds  of  those 
iDans  which  are  not  drawing  loans  are  mere 
sinking  funds  held  as  security  for  or  repre- 
senting an  equivalent  amount  of  debt.    That 
is,  they  are  only  indirectly  hypothecated  to  the 
payment  of  the  debt  as  it  matures.    Now,  it 
appears  to  me,  supposing  we  have  a  loan  ma- 
toring,  say,  next  month,  of  a  million  of  money, 
and  supposing  we  have  in  sinking  fund  a  sum 
of  £800,000  or  £1,000,000  to  meet  it,  that  it 
might  be   as  convenient,  and   possibly  more 
convenient,  to  convert  the  whole  of  the  loan 
by  the  issue  of  fresh  debentures  or  inscribed 
stock,  and  to  meet  it  in  that  way  by  the  issue 
of  a  new  loan  or  converted  loan,  than  by  sell- 
ing miscellaneous  stocks  held  by  the  Sinking 
Fmid  Commissioners  and  obtaining  the  funds 
in  that  manner.    However,  as  I  have  said,  the 
main  principle  of  the  Bill  is  not  concerned  in 
the  question  of  whether  or  not  the  accrued 
Sinking  Fund,  after  conversion,  should  be  held 
a^  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  the  colony  as 
prescribed  by  Parliament.    We  have  placed  it 
ip  the' Bill,  as  we  deem  it  desirable  that  it 
i^ould  be  so  provided  —  that  there  should  be 
power  to  convert  the  debt  as  it  stood  on  the  Slst 
karch  last ;  and  that,  as  the  several  loans  are 


converted  and  the  sinking  funds  are  set  free^. 
the  latter  should  be  available  for  such  purposes 
as  Parliament  may  prescribe,  less  the  amount 
required  to  pay  ofi  the  increases  authorized 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Bill.  I  think  it  is 
hardly  necessary  for  me  to  refer  more  particu- 
larly to  the  machinery  of  the  Bill.  There  is 
one  thing  honourable  members  will  notice.  A 
great  deal  of  power  is  given  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  personally,  in  the  Bill.  The  intona- 
tion of  the  Bill  is  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
shall  be,  as  it  were,  the  agent  for  the  operations 
of  the  Bill  in  the  colony,  and  that  the  Agents 
under  the  other  Loan  Acts  shall  be,  without 
any  special  power  of  delegation  by  the  Governor 
in  Council,  Agents  under  this  Act  outside  the 
colony.  I  hardly  think  it  will  bo  necessary  to 
enter  into  a  further  explanation  of  the  prac- 
tical efEects  of  the  Bill.  Honourable  members 
will  bear  this  in  mind:  that  the  whole  basis-qf 
it  is  the  conversion  of  our  debts  up  to  the  31st 
March  last,  and  the  release  of  the  revenue  to 
the  extent  yearly  of  the  Sinking  Fund  increase. 
That  increase  will  be  represented  to  some 
extent  by  bonds  which  will  be  created  for  con- 
version ;  or,  if  conversion  takes  place  directly, 
the  increase  of  the  Sinking  Fund  will  be  repre- 
sented by  the  direct  conversion  —  that  is  to* 
^o,yt  by  an  equivalent  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  yearly  contribution.  I  dwelt  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  on  the  folly  of  paying  o5  a 
portion  of  our  debt  under  the  present  circum- 
stances of  the  colony,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  dwell  further  upon  that 
subject.  I  have  here  an  extract  which  shows- 
very  tersely  the  fallacy,  as  it  is  held  by  long 
experience,  of  paying  ofi  public  debts  by  sink- 
ing funds,  and  I  will  ask  the  House  to  allow 
me  to  read  it  from  the  "  Encyclopasdia  Britan- 
nica,"  6n  the  article  **  Funds  '* : — 

''  A  sinking  fund  for  the  extinction  of  the 
public  debt  was  established  by  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  as  early  as  1716 ;  but  it  was  virtually  sub- 
verted in  1733.  It  was  again  instituted  by  Mr. 
Pitt  in  1786 ;  and,  singular  as  it  may  now 
appear,  it  was  for  a  lengthened  period  supposed 
that,  by  means  of  the  *  legerdemain '  operation 
of  compound  interest,  the  public  debt  might 
be  reduced  by  borrowing  money  to  pay  it  off. 
Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Aberdeen,  has  the  merit  of 
having  dissipated  J^his  extraordinary  delusion, 
the  grossest,  certainly,  by  which  any  civilized 
nation  ever  suffered  itself  to  be  imposed  upon. 
He  showed  that  the  excess  of  revenue  oves- 
expenditure  is  tlie  only  rea^  sinking  fund — the 
only  means  by  which  any  portion  of  the  public 
debt  had  ever  been,  or  ever  could  be,  paid  off  ; 
and  that  all  sinking  funds'  operating  at  com- 
pound interest  or  otherwise,  excepting  in  as  far 
as  they  Imppened  to  be  founded  on  this  prin- 
ciple, were  mere  quackery  and  delusion.  In 
fact,  upon  examinmg  into  the  matter,  it  was 
found  that  the  public  debt  would  have  been 
decidedly  less  l\ad  the  sinking  fund  never  been 
heard  of.  After  such  an  exposition,  the  exis- 
tence of  the  sinking  fund  was  impossible,  and^. 
having  undergone  various  modifications,  it  was 
finally  abolished  by  the  10th  Geo.  IV.,  cap.  27, 
which  enacts  that  the  sum  henceforth  annually 
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applicable  to  the  redaction  of  the  public  debt 
shall  consist  of  the  actual  surplus  revenue  be-^ 
yond  the  expenditure.** 

And,  Sir,  it  appears  to  have  been  the  case 
•that  the  views  expressed  in  the  Financial 
Statement  and  the  views  hero  expressed  are 
views  that  have  been  from  time  to  time 
.largely  expressed  in  this  House.  I  ventured, 
in  the  Financial  Statement,  to  mention  the 
names  of  several  honourable  members  who 
had  brought  the  subject  before  me,  or  be- 
fore the  colony,  previous  to  my  bringing  for- 
ward these  proposals ;  but  I  find  that  I  ha^e 
not  by  any  means  exhausted  the  number  of 
members  who  look  forward  to  this  as  a  means 
of  great  relief  to  the  colony.  I  find  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Waimea,  for  examf>le, 
has  spoken  most  forcibly  to  his  constituents 
and  this  House  on  the  subject,  pointing  out 
tiie  fallacy  and  absurdity  of  the  colony  being 
charged  with  the  heavy  amount  of  redemp- 
tion ot  debt  whilst  it  was  borrowing  larger 
sums  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  carrj'ing 
out  its  public  works.  Another  honourable 
member,  who  will  be  my  colleague  when  we 
carry  through  the  City  Electorates  Bill  —  the 
honourable  member  for  Ghristchurch  South — 
also  made  a  very  prominent  point  of  it,  not  only 
in  speeches  made  in  this  House,  but  during 
the  last  general  election.  Therefore  it  cannot 
^e  said  to  be  a  novelty  which  is  now  brought 
down  by  the  Govenmient.  It  is  merely  that 
the  Government  devise  a  means  for  giving 
effect  to  the  opinions,  very  largely  entertained 
before,  in  the  direction  that  this  was  a  relief 
to  which  the  colony  had  justly  the  right  to 
look.  I  believe  it  was  stated  that  the  late  Go- 
vernment also  entertained  views  in  the  same 
direction.  Whether  it  was  their  intention  to 
bring  down  proposals  of  this  kind  or  not,  I 
-do  not  know.  However,  the  matter  is  not  a 
novelty  ;  and,  as  regards  its  effect,  it  enables 
us  to  do,  first,  without  extra  taj^ation,  which  we 
should  have  had  to  resort  to ;  it  enables  us  to 
get  rid  of  half  the  property-tax,  which  has  been 
so  very  largely  the  means  of  depressing  the 
industries  of  the  colony  and  the  confidence  of 
those  who  have  large  interests  in  the  colony ; 
•and  it  will  be  the  means  of  enabling  us  to 
propose  for  the  futare  a  finance  which  will  be 
unburdened  by  these  periodical  accumulations 
of  floating  debts  to  be  added  to  the  funded 
debts.  It  is  the  ambition  of  the  Government, 
and  I  hope  they  will  be  able  next  session,  to 
come  down  with  a  plan  of  finance  which  will 
•draw  a  sharp  and  well-defined  line  between  the 
revenues  which  are  to  belong  to  the  Colonial 
Government  and  those  which  are  to  belong 
to  the  local  bodies,  and  between  the  revenues 
which  the  Colonial  Government  wil^  raise  and 
those  which  local  bodies  will  raise ;  and  a  no 
less  sharp  and  well-defined  line  between  the 
<luties  which  the  Colonial  Government  are 
henceforth  to  perform  and  the  duties  which 
are  to  devolve  upon  the  local  bodies.  This  is 
a  step  in  the  direction  of  putting  the  finance 
of  the  colony  upon  a  more  satisfactory  and 
stable  footing.  I  feel  it  would  be  unnecessary 
for  me  to  dwell  longer  upon  the  subject,  and 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


I  will  conclude  by  moving,  That  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time. 

Major  ATKINSON. —Sir,  the  first  qnestiaB 
that  I  should  like  to  ask  the  House  is.  What  it 
this  Bill  wanted  for  at  all  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman — perhaps  fairly  enough,  after  the 
financial  policy  which  he  has  ^nt  before  the 
country — assumes  that  the  Bill  is  wanted,  aad 
that  it  is  a  reasonable  Bill  to  submit  to  thii 
House.  But  I  tell  him  that  he  has  not,  eitha 
in  his  Financial  Statement  or  to-night,  givoo 
us  one  good  reason  why  this  Bill  is  wanted  al 
all.  He  has,  at  the  latter  end  of  his  epeedi 
just  now  delivered,  given  us,  apparently,  Eomt 
reasons  that  are  in  his  own  mind.  He  has  no( 
enlarged  upon  them,  and  I  submit  that  the) 
are  no  reasons  at  all,  when  one  goes  and  as 
amines  their  true  meaning.  Now,  the  chifll 
reason,  as  I  understood  to-night,  which  hi 
gave  was  that  it  was  the  first  move  to  givnq 
us  a  good  local  finance ;  and,  if  I  followed  hia 
rightly, 

Mr.  STOUT.  — The  honourable  gentlemai 
has  misunderstood  that.  I  understood  m] 
honourable  colleague  to  say  that  it  was  th( 
first  step  to  giving  us  a  stable  finance,  not  i 
local  finance. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  was  listening  atten- 
tively to  what  the  Treasurer  said,  and  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  this  was  the  first  move 
to  put  our  general  finance  in  a  position  to  get  a 
proper  local  finance:  that  was,  we  got  relief. 
I  submit  it  is  no  such  thing  at  all.  What  does 
this  Bill  really  do?  And  what  is  the  object d 
it?  The  Bill  does  this:  It  simply  authorisfiB 
the  Treasurer  to  adopt  that  very  simple,  thai 
very  old,  and  that  very  bad  principle  familial 
to  spendthrifts  and  persons  who  are  hard  up- 
borrowing  to  pay  their  debts,  and  then  retom 
ing  thanks  that  that  wretched  thing  is  dam 
with.  That  is  the  meaning  of  this  measure' 
"  Borrow,  borrow,  borrow,  and  you  are  right 
your  difficulties  are  removed :  that  is,  if  JM 
will  only  borrow,  this  Bill  will  free  us  of  thi 
wretched  property-tax ;  and  then  we  can  taB 
to  you  about  all  other  matters."  Now,  Sir,  1 
say  this  House,  by  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  i 
throwing  away  the  only  opportunity  that  i 
is  likely  to  have  for  many  years  to  comeO 
really  adjusting  its  finance  upon  a  sound  basil 
The  late  Government  held  this — and  I  belief 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  held  it  soon 
time  ago,  but  undoubtedly  the  late  Goveio 
ment  held  it  —  and  I  think  the  honoorabl 
gentleman  knew  they  held  it  very  strongly :  tha 
the  time  for  the  revision  of  the  whole  taxatioo 
of  the  country  would  be  when  we  had  laff 
timately  fulfilled  our  obligations  to  the  Knf 
lish  creditor  by  consolidating  our  loans.  It  i 
as  distinctly  understood  in  London  as  it  i 
understood  here  that  we  have  undertaken  on 
of  our  consolidated  revenue  to  find  this  Sin) 
ing  Fund.  I  say  that  is  as  well-understoo 
an  undertaking  as  that  we  shall  find  the  is 
terest  on  our  debt,  and  we  should  be.  just  a 
much  justified  in  borrowing  money  to  pay  oa 
interest  as  to  pay  this  Sinlong  Fund.  That  i 
how  this  matter  stands,  so  far  as  our  engage 
ments  on  the  London  monGy-market  are  oon 
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eemed ;  and  I  Tentuxe  to  say  it  is  not  the  last 
ve  shall  hear  of  this,  and  it  will  certainly 
ftSect  our  credit  to  a  very  large  extent  as  we 
go  on  borrowing.  Every  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  followed  and  knows  our  position  in 
London  knows  that  we  are  being  perpetually  as- 
sailed as  the  one  extravagant  colony — borrow- 
ing, borrowing,  borrowing,  without  reference  to 
its  capability  of  paying  :  that  is  the  accusation 
QAde  against  us ;  and  now  to  say,  after  having 
made  all  those  solemn  pledges,  that  we  are  not 
prepared  to  lay  by  a  certain  amount  out  of 
revenue  yearly  to  redeem  our  debt,  that  we  are 
onwilling  to  do  that,  that  the  colony  is  in  such 
a  state  that  it  cannot  do  it,  that  the  burden 
is  so  intolerable  now  that  the  colony  will  not 
submit  to  it  any  longer — if  we  say  that,  it  vnll 
be  said,  and  said  with  truth,  that  we  are  now 
shirking  the  responsibilities  we  undertook  de- 
h'berately  and  with  thought.  And  how  are  we 
to  answer  it  ?  And  what  is  it  all  for  ?  What 
will  be  the  answer  ?  To  relieve  owners  of  pro- 
perty of  a  tax  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
says  interferes  with  capital.  That  will  be  the 
statement,  for  I  wish  tnis  House  to  mark  tiiat 
there  has  been  no  pretence  of  reviewing  our 
taxation,  no  pretence  of  considering  whether 
tins  is  the  rignt  tax  to  take  o£E  or  not,  no  pre- 
tence of  examining  as  to  the  class  on  which 
taxation  bears  most  heavily  at  the  present  time. 
That,  Sir,  has  not  entered  into  the  honourable 
gentleman's  calculations  at  all.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says,  "  I  must  restore  con- 
fidence in  the  owners  of  property ;  the  property- 
tax  bears  heavily  upon  them :  that  must 
go."  Well,  Sir,  if  that  is  finance,  I  say,  De- 
liver the  colony  from  it.  But  how  is  it  to  be 
done  ?  Simply  by  borrowing  more  money  and 
pa)-ing  it  into  the  Consolidated  Fund.  It 
seems  to  be  outside  the  question  altogether 
vhethei;  we  are  using  this  money  to  pay  our 
debts.  Now,  it  is,  perhaps,  an  old-fashioned 
notion  to  think  that  it  is  an  obligation  and 
lather  creditable  that  we  should  pay  our  debts. 
I  have  heard  it  said  that  a  man,,  upon  having 
money  left  to  him,  was  so  lost  to  all  sense  of 
propriety  that  he  muddled  away  the  whole  of 
it  by  paying  his  debts.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  are  bound  in  honour,  and  for  our  credit's 
sake,  not  to  go  and  borrow  more  money  to  pay 
&  debt  which  we  are  quite  able  to  pay.  We 
were  all  agreed,  when  the  Inscription  of  Stock 
Act  was  passed,  that  the  Sinking  Fund  was 
not  a  wise  operation;  but  this  is  an  under- 
taking with  the  persons  who  lent  us  the  money, 
and  we  ought  to  be  particular  not  to  commit 
a  breach  of  faith  with  them  and  borrow  this 
money  to  pay  the  Sinking  Fund.  They  never 
contemplated  that.  They  contemplated  that 
the  colony  would  be  prepared  to  pay  out  of 
revenue.  I  ask  honourable  members  to  con- 
sider what  will  be  the  effect  of  our  doing  that. 
Is  it  really  a  relief  to  us  ?  Does  any  honour- 
able gentleman  believe  that  the  one  sole  object 
of  doing  this  is  not  that  we  may  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  borrow  more  money  a  little  sooner? 
If  I  thought  that  the  object  of  this  was  only 
to  relieve  us,  and  that  we  were  only  to  borrow 
a  moderate  amount,  I  might  consent,  although 


with  a  bad  grace,  to  some  such  Bill  as  this ; 
but  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  only  object 
is  to  relieve  us  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
borrow  more  money.  You  cannot  get  rid  of 
that  position,  and  when  you  have  done  that 
you  will  be  able  to  borrow  seven  and  a  half 
millions  of  money.  That  is  the  bait  that  is  held 
out  to  us — the  bait  of  a  further  borrowing  power, 
if  we  only  borrow  to  do  this.  I  would  ask,  are 
we  wise  in  doing  this  ?  Are  we  wise,  in  order 
to  enable  us  to  borrow  more,  to  borrow  to  do» 
this  ?  Why  can  we  not  wait  for  a  year  or  two, 
until  we  have  earned,  as  it  were,  this  jinking 
Fund  in  a  legitimate  way  ?  In  a  year  or  two* 
this  Sinking  Fund  will  be  available  to  us  in 
the  ordinary  course  by  carrying  out  the  ar- 
rangement which  we  have  made  with  our  cre-^ 
ditprs — that  is  to  say,  to  pay  the  Sinking  Fund 
from  our  consolidated  revenue  until  they  have 
agreed  to  exchange  debentures  in  another  class, 
of  stock,  or  be  paid  off  in  the  ordinary  course. 
This  would  be  straightforward,  and  everybody 
could  understand  it.  But  what  will  now  be 
said  ?  Everybody  will  say,  "  Here  is  another 
dodge  to  get  extra  power  of  borrowing."  Every 
one  who  knows  the  London  money-market  wilL 
know  that  for  money  raised  in  the  way  pro- 
posed we  shall  have  to  pay  so  much  more  pec 
cent,  than  we  should  otherwise  pay.  I  submit 
that,  before  we  consent  to  passing  this  Bill, 
the  honourable  gentleman  ought  to  show  us> 
some  better  reason  for  it  than  merely  that  it 
will  enable  us  to  borrow  more  money  and  at  a. 
quicker  rate  than  we  should  be  able  to  do  it 
before.  When  the  honourable  gentleman  first 
took  office  he  undertook  to  place  our  finances 
on  a  better  footing ;  he  undertook  to  relievo 
us  of  some  burdens :  but  does  this  House  be- 
lieve for  a  moment  that  we  are  to  be  relieved 
by  borrowing  to  pay  our  Sinking  Fund?  Is 
that  a  relief  ?  How  can  it  be  a  relief  ?  What, 
does  it  relieve  us  from  ?  No  doubt  it  is  a  relief 
to  this  extent :  that  we  have  during  the  current 
year  £240,000  more  for  expenditure.  You  will 
observe  that  there  is  no  effort  made — ^no  pre- 
tence at  effort  made — to  reduce  expenditure^ 
The  honourable  gentlemen  may  be  going  to  do 
it  next  year ;  I  do  not  say  they  are  not ;  but 
there  is  no  attempt  rnade  to  reduce  expendi- 
ture this  year.  I  think  that  from  honourable 
gentlemen  who  know  as  much  of  the  colony 
as  those  honourable  gentlemen  do  who  cama 
here  prepared  to  take  offioe — ^who  have  been 
telling  the  country  that  they  could  madce  great 
savings,  great  reductions — we  might  have  ex- 
pected something  else  than  that  we  were  to 
have  £244,000  in  order  to  relieve  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.  That  is  the  sum  and  substance 
of  what  those  honourable  gentlemen  propose 
to  us.  Then,  Sir,  when  we  come  to  the  Bill 
itself,  the  honourable  gentleman  says  that  it 
will  enable  him  to  borrow,  first  of  all,  upoUt 
short-dated  debentures — I  think  seven-year  de- 
bentures— and  then, to  inscribe  permanently. 
If  we  once  admit  the  principle,  that  seems  to 
me  what  I  call  a  most  immoral  act.  If  we 
are  going  to  borrow  money  year  after  year  to* 
pay  our  Sinking  Fund,  then  I  say  that  pro- 
posal is  not  unreasonable,  except  to  an  extent. 
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which  I  will  point  out  directly.  But  I  want  to 
know — and  I  think  this  House  might  have  been 
informed — ^whether  tlie  honourable  gentleman 
does  not  propose  immediately  to  make  the  in- 
.Bcription — how  soon  he  means  to  make  the 
inscription,  and  how  much  he  means  to  use. 
He  read  a  calogram  some  time  ago  from  the 
Agent-General  and  the  Loan  Agents,  to  the 
effect  that  a  very  excellent  operation  could  be 
-completed  shortly,  after  the  raising  of  the  third 
.million  loan,  in  January  next.  I  think  he  might 
have  shown  about  the  amount  of  money  he 
Required  to  raise  under  this  Act.  No  doubt 
the  inscription  effects  a  saving.  The  House  is 
.aware  that  by  the  inscription  carried  on  by  the 
late  Government  some  £86,000  a  year  has  been 
saved  already,  and  a  very  large  aniount  con 
•be  saved  immediately  by  the  inscription  of  the 
•loan  of  1867.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
•tells  us — 1  am  not  quite  certain  whether  I  fol- 
lowed him,  but  if  I  have  not  understood  him  I 
shall  be  obliged  if  he  will  correct  me — he  tells 
us  that  the  public  debt  will  not  be  increased. 
1  could  not  follow  him  in  that  at  all,  because 
it  is  quite  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  public 
.debt  must  be,  and  will  be,  increased  by  this 
operation.  As  1  understand  it,  we  have  now 
.got  a  Sinking  Fund  accrued  of  three  millions,  or 
a  little  over  tliat  amount.  We  have  got  to  pay 
.this  year  to  Sinking  Fund  what  we  saved  out  of 
Consolidated  Fund.  Wo  have  paid  so  much  of 
it  already,  and  that,  I  suppose,  the  honour- 
able gentleman  will  take  back.  Wo  shall  pay, 
during  this  year,  in  round  numbers,  something 
•like  a  quarter  of  a  million.  If  I  understand 
»the  operation  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
is  going  to  perform,  it  is  this  :  Supposing  he 
makes  no  inscription  during  the  present  year 
•of  the  loan,  he  will  want  to  recoup  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  a  quarter  of  a  million ;  what 
he  has  to  provide  for  the  Sinking  Fund  he  will 
have  to  exceed  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  of  a 
.million.  Therefore  he  will  have  to  issue  other 
4-per-cent.  debentures  for  that  amount,  sup- 
posing he  can  sell  them  at  par,  or  he  will  have 
to  issue  debentures  under  the  10th  clause — 
••seven-year  debentures.  The  public  debt  will 
be  increased  to  that  amount.  It  must  be 
increased  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  money 
issue. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — It  will  be  exactly  the  same, 
for  we  increase  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  honour- 
.able  gentleman  is  quite  right  so  far  as  he  goes, 
but  he  fails  to  see  that,  whilst  there  will  be 
.an  increased  debt  of  4:240,000  on  the  one  side, 
there  will  be  a  similar  increase  in  the  Sinking 
Fund.  I  will  illustrate  it  this  way :  If  a  man 
puts  a  shilling  in  one  hand  and  has  a  shilling 
ui  the  other  hand,  he  has  the  same  amount  in 
each  hand.  If  he  drops  one  of  the  shillings, 
then  he  has  onlj'  one  shilling  in  one  hand : 
Tthat  is,  he  has  only  half  tlie  money  he  had. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  gentle- 
.man  will  have  to  show,,  in  reference  to  the 
: short-dated  debentures,  that  he  will  have  an 
•equivalent  amount  on  the  other  side,  because 
some  of  it  will  be  cancelled.  The  debentures 
twill  be  cancelled  year  after  year,  and  the  Sink- 
zing  Fund  will  not  be  increased  any  more.  He 
.major  Atkinson 


will  have  to  give  £244,000  year  after  year  \ 
the  Sinking  Fund.  The  honourable  gentlema 
would  be  quite  right  if  the  £244,000  to  go  1 
the  Sinking  Fund  was  to  go  to  what  we  es 
accrued  Sinking  Fund,  which  increases  yei 
by  year  by  the  amount  of  interest  on  the  di 
bentures  that  are  cancelled  in  the  one  los 
and  the  investments  that  are  made  on  tii 
other  ;  but  after  this  Bill  is  passed  no  ii 
vestments  will  take  place  and  no  cancelliz 
will  take  place.  The  honourable  gentlema 
will  see  that  in  a  moment.  Take  the  case  i 
the  Consolidated  Loan.  What  will  happen 
The  debenture-holder  will  bring  up  his  aeba 
tures,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  will  issv 
to  him  4-per-cent.  debentures  in  their  plae 
The  cancelled  debenture  cannot  bear  interes 
becsCuse  it  is  done  with  altogether,  having  bee 
changed  for  a  4-per-cent.  debenture  under  tl 
Act.  If  taken  in  the  ordinary  course,  the  caa 
celled  debentures  would  have  borne  interes 
and  would  have  gone  to  increase  the  SinMz 
Fund ;  but  no  interest  will  accrue  under  tl 
proposed  operation. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  honourable  gentlema 
is  quite  mistaken.  Supposing  the  operation  ti 
honourable  gentleman  speaks  of  takes  place- 
that  a  person  is  willing  to  accept  a  4-per-cent 
debenture  for  a  drawn  bond — what  would  li 
the  operation  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  say 
that  the  cancelled  bond  will  not  bear  interest 
Suppose  the  amount  is  £100,  and  Mr.  Jones  o. 
Mr.  Brown  has  got  a  bond  to  be  paid  off,  a&< 
is  willing  to  take  a  new  bond  instead  of  £100 
The  Crown  Agents  will  say  to  him,  **  Here  is; 
new  4-per-cent.  bond :  give  me  your  cancelle 
bond."  They  will  then  give  us  the  £100  for  th 
new  bond,  keeping  the  cancelled  onethesao 
as  they  do  now. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — If  the  honouraW 
gentleman  is  going  to  pay  on  the  oancellj 
bond  to  the  continuation  of  the  Sinking  Furt 
and  upon  a  bond  which  gives  no  exchangi 
then  he  pays  more  interest.  He  is  entire! 
wrong  in  supposing  that  that  will  take  plac 
which  he  says — that  the  Sinking  Fund  wfllii 
crease.  It  will  not  increase  the  Sinking  Fuw 
Supposing  it  to  be  a  quarter  of  a  million  now, 
will  not  increase  beyond  a  quarter  of  a  milliofl 
There  it  will  remain.  The  operation  would  I 
this :  Each  quarter  we  should  pay  £25  to  tl 
Crown  Agents ;  the  drawing  day  comes  rouB 
about  the  15th  March ;  the  hond  would  then  I 
drawn,  and  the  Crown  Agent  or  our  agent  won! 
say  to  the  bondholder,  **  Are  you  desirous  < 
taking  this  money,  or  will  you  take  4-pcr-c^ 
debentures  ?  "  We  will  suppose  that  he  tan 
the  4-per-cent.  debenture.  How  would  he  gi 
it  ?  He  would  pay  the  bond  into  the  Treasu^ 
in  order  that  the  Treasurer  might  issue  til 
debenture.  That  money  had  already  bej 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  so  that  it  simpl 
comes  into  the  Treasury  again ;  but  the  4-pe! 
cent,  debenture  has  ggne  out,  on  which  intetw 
has  to  be  paid  in  the  future.  If  he  will  sho^ 
me  how  he  is  going  to  perform  that  operaojj 
it  will  be  verv  fine :  the  pea  under  the  thimW 
will  be  nothing  to  it.  As  far  as  I  can  und^ 
stand  it,  the  debt  must  be  and  wiU  be  greatt; 
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increased.  I  want  the  House  oleariy  to  under- 
stand that.  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any 
doabt  about  it,  but,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man con  show  that  I  am  wrong,  then  I  shall 
he  very  glad.  In  the  meantime  I  must  assume 
that  the  debt  is  going  to  be  increased,  and  not 
jaduced.  I  ask  again,  why  are  we  to  have  this 
increase  ?  Has  it  been  shown  that  we  cannot 
"bear  this  charge?  Certainly  not.  Then,  why 
is  this  to  be  done?  Why  not  wait  for  the 
ordinary  operation  of  the  Stock  Act,  without 
this  jugglery,  to  relieve  us  of  this  burden  ?  We 
Are  all  agreed  that  a  sinking  fund  is  not  a 
wise  operation ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
is  a  losing  operation,  because  of  the  cost  of  the 
Investment.  Everybody  who  knows  anything 
about  these  matters  knows  that :  but,  if  we  have 
made  a  bargain,  we  must  keep  to  it,  even  to 
onr  own  hurt,  if  necessary.  There  is  no  neces- 
utj  for  our  going  upon  these  lines  unless  we 
are  suffering  under  enormous  pressure,  which 
we  are  not  at  the  present  time.  Then,  what 
does  the  Bill  say  ?  And  it  is  even  more  hurt- 
ful in  this,  for  it  goes  on  to  say  that,  after  a 
portion  of  the  loan  has  been  converted,  we  are 
not  to  continue  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,     . 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.-^The  honourable  gentleman 
is  mistaken.  We  are  to  take  none  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  until  sufficient  is  left  to  cover  the 
entire  amount  of  the  outstanding  loan.   . 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  clause  I  refer  to  is. 
clause  8,  which  says, — 

♦•-When  any  loan  is  partially  converted,  the 
Sinking  Fund  Conmiissioners  or  Trustees  shall 
retain  in  their  hands  such  amount  in  money 
or  securities  as  will  be  sufficient,  in  their 
opinion,  for  the  redemption  of  the  balance 
of  the  loan  outstanding  and  interest  thereon, 
and  the  balance  of  Sinking  Fund  over  and 
aibove  such  amount  shall  be  held  to  be  set 
^ee. .  But  it  is  hereby  expressly  provided  that, 
iif  from  any  cause,  it  is  found  that  the  amount 
ko  retained  is  insufficient,  then  the  difference 
tihall  be  a  charge  upon  and  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  without  further  appro- 
firiation  by  Parliament." 

Now,  this  seems  fair  enough.  It  seems  quite 
xeasonable  to  say  that,  supposing  we  should 
convert  a  quarter  of  the  seven  millions  that 
are  called  the  consolidated  stocks  of  the  1867 
and  1868  loans,  we  ought  not  to  go  on  paying 
sinking  fund  on  the  whole  of  them.  But  there 
is  no  doubt  that,  if  you  once  commence  to 
tamper  in  that  way  with  the  loans,  when  you 
liave  entered  into  an  undertaking  to  make  the 
payments,  you  will  get  into  very  bad  odour  on 
■fhe  English  money-market.  You  are  taking 
upon  yourself  to  say  what  amount  of  sinking 
fund  shall  be  paid  and  what  shall  not,  when 
you  have  distinctly  undertaken  to  set  apart 
Htbe  whole  of  the  sinking  fund.  It  ha?  been 
4»  rale,  which  has  never  been  departed  from, 
ifaat  you  should  not  make  a  change  of  that 
Idnd  without  the  consent  of  the  bondholder; 
and  I  8^  that,  in  our  present  state  of  borrow- 
ing, if  we  tamper  with  the  bonds  in  this  way, 
leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Sinking 
-Fond  Commissioners  to  say  how  much  they 


will  pay,  it  will  be  fatal  to  our  credit;  and 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  assent  te  it.  The 
whole  amount  should  be  lodged,  in  order  to 
preserve  our  credit  on  the  London  money- 
market.  And  now  we  come  to  clause  10 :  and 
here  I  must  confess  that  I  had  some  doubt 
whether  I  understood  the  clause  aright  or  noc..; 
but,  from  the  explanation  of  the  Treasurer,  I 
think  X  did,  and,  if  I  understand  it  righ^y, 
it  appears  ,to  me  that  there  is  nothing  in  this 
Bill  to  prevent  the  Treasurer,  if  he  be  desir- 
ous, from  issuine,  on  his  own  authority,  some 
£20,000,000  of  short-dated  debentures.  I  do 
not  say  that  that  is  the  exact  amount  of  the  un- 
converted loan;  but  some  £12,000,000  has  been 
converted,  and  the  debt  is  about  £32,000,000, 
so  that,  in  round  numbers,  it  is  from  £15,000,000 
to  £20,000,000.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
honourable  gentleman  desires  to  do  that ;  but, 
if  he  does  desire  it,  such  a  power  is  a  most 
dangerous  one  for  this  House  to  give,  because, 
undoubtedly,  if  the  Government  ran  short  of 
money,  they  could  issue  debentures  under  this 
clause  for  any  amount  they  might  want,  and 
may  pay  it  in — the  clause  does  not  say  so,  but 
I  presume  the  Controller  would  compel  them 
to  do  so.  I  do  not  suppose  the  honourable 
gentleman  intended  to  take  such  a  power  as 
that,  and  I  would  suggest  that  he  should  look 
at  it,  and,  if  the  Bill  should  get  into  Commit- 
tee, have  it  inade  clear,  for  I  am  sure  the 
House  would  not  consent  to  give  such  a  large 
power  as  that.  Another  very  objectionable 
featulre  of  the  Bill  is  that  it  gives  to  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  entire  power  to  deal  with  these 
moneys.  He  is  to  issue  the  bonds,  to  deter- 
mine their  form,  and  to  appoint  Agents.  Such 
a  power  has  never  hitherto  been  given,  and  I 
submit  that  it  ought  to  be  reserved  for  the 
Governor  in  Council,  and  not  given  to  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer.  He  has  told  us  to-night  that 
the  reason  he  has  taken  that  power  is  that 
he  wishes  the  Colonial  Treasurer  to  be  the 
Agent  for  the  loan  in  the  colony.  But  I 
submit  that  we  do  not  want  an  Agent  ap- 
pointed by  Act.  We  want  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  act  here  with  the  Governor  and  his 
own  colleagues,  and  to  have  Agents  to  act  at 
Home.  I  do  not  know  whether. the  Govern- 
ment think  that  an  importajit  point,  but  I 
hope,  if  we  are  unfortunate  enough  to  get  into 
Conmiittee  on  this  Bill,  they  will  see  their 
way  to  consent  that  the  Governor  in  Coun- 
cil shall  be  put  in  this  Bill  as  has  been  done 
in  other  Bills.  Then,  there  se.ems  to  me  to  be 
considerable  contradiction  in  the  Bill.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  so,  but,  as  I  read  it, 
there  seems  considerable  conflict  between  the 
various  clauses.  For  instance,  take  clause  4, 
which  is  a  proper  clause,  except  the  latter  part 
of  it.  I  do  not  think  the  Agents  should  be  the 
judges ;  I  think  that  should  be  left  to  the  Go- 
vernor in  Council,  or  to  the  Government  at  all 
events.  Under  that  clause  they  can  issue, 
notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the  general 
Act,  an  amount  of  stock  greater  than  the 
equivalent  amount  they  are  going  to  cancel; 
and  of  course  there  is  a  clause  in  the  original 
Act,  with  which  this  is  incorporated,  which 
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says  they  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  stock 
then  outstanding ;  and  there  is  also  a  clause  in 
this  Bill  which  says,  *'The  amount  of  stock 
created  ajid  of  debentures  outstanding  shall 
not  at  any  time  together  exceed  the  total 
amount  of  stock  which  may  be  created  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  the  said  Act." 
That  would  seem  to  repeal  the  clause  of  the 
Bill  which  authorizes  the  increase  of  the  stock 
where  the  interest  is  greater  than  4  per  cent. 
I  think  this  clause  would  render  it  impossible 
to  convert  5'per-ccnt.  debentures  into  4  per- 
'  cents  above  par.  I  should-  like  the  Treasurer 
to  take  a  note  of  that  point.  Sir,  I  have 
trespassed  on  the  attention  of  the  House  at 
some  length  on  this  subject,  because  I  feel 
considerable  interest  iii  it.  We  are  now 
making  a  new  departure,  and  I  fear  that  we 
are  treading  on  very  dangerous  ground ;  that 
we  have  already  gone  as  far  as  is  prudent,  and 
stretched  ou^  credit  on  the  London  money-, 
market  to  its  limit.  And  now,  when  we  have  a 
million  of  the  three  millions  to  raise,  when  we 
are  going  to  borrow  a  million  and  a  half  of  a 
new  loan,  and  when  we  are  going  to  borrow  a 
million  for  the  Public  Works  Loan,  and  when 
we  are  laying  out  works  on  which  we  propose  to 
spend  the  whole  of  this,  instead  of,  as  it  were, 
making  an  effort  to  show  what  our  consolidated 
revenue  will  readily  bear,  we  are  proclaiming 
from  the  highest  official  quarters  that  we  are 
unable  to  continue  the  payment  of  a  quarter 
of  a  million  a  year  of.  Sinking  Fund.  What 
effect  can  that  have  on  the  creditor  and  on 
the  London  money-market  ?  You  may  depend 
upon  it  that  it  will  be  said  that  the  country 
cannot  bear  the  burden ;  and  the  English 
creditor  will  say  to  us,  "How  can  you,  as 
honest  men,  come  and  ask  to  borrow  all  this 
money  ?  "  I  confess  that  I  never  felt  so  anxious 
about  any  of  our  borrowing  as  I  do  about  this. 
I  feel  that  we  are  going  on  to  most  dangerous 
ground.  I  feel  that  a  very  little  may  cause  a 
great  disaster  in  the  •  colony.  We  are  pressing 
our  credit  in  a  way  not  justifiable,  and  at  the 
same  time  we  are  proposing  to  shift  the  burden 
from  our  own  shoulders,  wliich  we  have  never 
thought  of  doing  before.  We  have  always 
hitherto  put  our  hands  into  our  own  pockets 
to  meet  our-  liabilities.  It  may  be  a  sneering 
matter  to  the  Premier,  but  it  is  a  very  serious 
matter  to  me,  and.  I  am  sure  it  is  so  to  the 
Treasurer  too ;  and  it  ought  to  be  so  to  the  Pre- 
mier, if  he  ever  treats  any  of  these  subjects 
in  a  serious  way.  I  would  beg  of  the  House 
to  consider  .the  effect  of  this  measure,  and  I 
would  ask  the  honourable  gentleman  in  his 
reply  to  give  us  some  reasons  for  passing  it. 
I  say,  here  we  are,  with  £1,000,000,  and  with 
£1,600,000,  and  with  another  £1,000,000  — 
£3,600,000,  in  all — which  we  are  going  to  ask 
the  English  creditor  for;  and  in  the  same 
breath  we  are  passing  this  Bill  to  cease  paying 
Sinking  Fund,  and  we  are  to  issue  debentures 
to  pay  interest;  and,  further  than  that,  the 
Treasurer  has  announced  in  his  Statement  also 
that  we  shall  be  quite  justified  in  capitalizing 
the  interest  as  well.  I  should  like  to  ask 
how  far  wc  are  off  that  operation.  And,  then, 
Major  Atkinson 


what  would  be  our  position  ?    Why,  it  can  U 
but  two  or  three  years  before  the  whole  bend- 
fit  that  we  are  supposed  to  derive  from  this 
promised  relief  will  have  disappeared.   It  ig 
Quite  clear,  by  what  the  Govermnent  have  laid 
down,  that  we  are  going  to  borrow  a  million 
and  a  half,  beginning  from  after  next  sessiozL 
Then,  I  would  ask,  where  is  it  to  come  from? 
What  position  shaJl  we  be  in  ?    And  yet  the 
honourable  gentleman  draws  glowing  pictures 
of  the    prosperity  that   is   to  follow  all  this. 
I  shall  show  honourable  members,  when  w* 
come  to  discuss   the  public  works  estimates^ 
that,  where  the  honourable  gentleman  has  de- 
parted from  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  late 
Government,   he  has  departed  in  the  wrong 
direction,  and  in  a  direction  that,  I  ventuie 
to  say,  will  not  approve  itself  to  members  ol 
the  House.     This  policy  of  pushing  on  work» 
and   getting   returns  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  Public  Works  Statement ;  and  honouiable 
gentlemen  will  see,  when  they  come  to  look 
into  the  matter,  that  the  whole  thing  is* a 
delusion    and    a    sham.     A   delusion  and  a 
sham,  I  say,  notwithstanding  the  laughter  of 
the  Premier.    They  are  not  going  to  spend 
more  upon  completing  works,  but  a  great  deal 
more  is  going  to  be  spent  on  open  lines  than  is 
necessary.    This  talk  about  pushing  on  woiks 
and  bringing  prosperity  upon   the  countiy  is 
an  immense  sham,  and  what  the  honooiahle 
member  means  by  it  is  simply  borrowing  mora 
money  as  fast  as  possible,  instead  of  "  muddling 
away  our  money"    in  paying  our  debts.    I 
do  hope  the  House  will  reject  the  Bill,  and  I 
hope  so  because  I  feel  quite  certain  that  it 
veUs  the  greatest  blow  that  was  ever  aimed  afr 
the  credit  of  New  Zealand.     I  shall  therefore 
move,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  ibi» 
day  six  months. 

Mr.  MOSS.  — I  am  glad  to  fi^id  that  tha 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  has  at  lastdis* 
covered  that  the  Financial  Statement,  which 
he  accepted  at  the  time  it  was  made,  contains 
principles  which  ought  not  to  have  been  ao* 
cepted  by  the  House,  and  which  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  him  not  opposing  at  the  time  the 
Statement  was  made. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Did  you  read  my 
speech  ? 

Mr.  MOSS.  — Where  was  the  honourably 
member's  vote  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

Mr.  MOSS.— At  all  events  I  can  now  looli 
back  with  satisfaction  at  the  vote  I  gave  when 
a  few  of  us  went  into  the  lobby  to  show  om 
disapproval  of  the  Statement.  Two  monthi 
ago  I  objected  to  the  Sinking  Fund  being  deall 
with  as  is  proposed ;  but  it  is  only  now  thai 
tlie  honourable  member  for  Egmont  seems  ti 
see  the  matter  in  its  true  position.  I  do  no 
think  *it  required  two  montns'  consideration  t 
see  that  there  were  very  debatable  question 
raised  in  this  Statement. 

Major  ATKINSON,— I  should  like^to  sayi 
word  or  two  in  personal  explanation!  1 1^ 
the  very  first  opportimity  after  the  Financia 
Statement    was   delivered   to    criticise   it  ii 
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eocactly  the  same  way  cbs  I  have  criticised  it 
to-night.  This  is  the  very  first  opportunity  I 
haTe  had  since  then  of  going  into  the  question 
in  detail.  We  have  not  had  the  Bill  before  us 
'  iOl  now. 

Mr.  MONTGOMEEY.— Why  did  you  not  ask 
fortheBill?     - 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  did  ask  for  it,  but 
oobld  not  get  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — The  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  must  have  had  parliamentary  expe- 
rience enough  to  know  the  futility  of  allowmg 
the    Financial    Statement  to   pass   with  the 
^    idea  that  we  should  have  any  opportunity  of 
I    considering  the  matter  in  detail  afterwards. 
I    He  himself,  for  three  or  four  years,  kept  the 
I    Opposition  from  attacking  his  proposals  by  the 
same   process  that  he  has  allowed  to  operate 
ag&inst  him  in  the   present    instance.      The 
exposition  time  after  time  allowed  the  Finan- 
ciai  Statement  to  pass  without  debate,  on  the 
nxulexstanding  that  they  would  have  an  oppor- 
tonlty  of  considering  the  measures  in  detail 
when  the  Bills  came  down;    but  they  never 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing  so :  and  we  see  the 
same  thing  now.-.   I  take  the  opportunity  of  dis- 
puting altogetheV  what  appears  to  be  accepted 
as  an  axiom  by  both  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
and   the  honorable  member  for  Egmont.     I 
I*   dispute  the  wisdom  of  dealing  with  the  Sink- 
'    ing  Fond  in  the  way  it  is  here  proposed  to 
Mil  with  it.    I  say  that  the  most  trustworthy 
aathorities  are  not  in  favour  of  doing  away 
with   a   sinking   fund   in   the   circumstances 
in  which  we  are  situated.     The  honourable 
gentleman  quotes  English  authorities  dealing 
with  English  funds.     But  what  a  difference 
there  is  between  our  funds  and  Uie  English 
ficmds  I     The  English  Consols  may  be  paid  ofi 
at  any  moment.      The  holder  cannot  claim 
payment  when  he  chooses,  but  the  Govern- 
ment can  pay  them  oi!  at  any  time.    That  is 
the  principle  upon  which  the  English  debt  is 
caised,  and  a  sinking  fund  is  quite  unneces- 
•aty  there.    Our  debt  is  entirely  different.    It 
is  raised  upon  the  American  principle.    They 
cannot  pay  it  off  until  the  expin^tion  of  the 
period    for   which  it  was  borrowed;  and  all 
I    American  financiers  agree  that  the  public  debt 
,    should  be  peud  off  at  the  earliest  possible  period. 
America  works  in  this  direction.    They  hold, 
and  I  believe  hold  rightly,  that  no  generation 
has  a  right  to  burden  the  generation  that  comes 
after  it;  but  that,  if  burdens  are  incurred, 
'    every  effort  should  be  made  to  pay  them  off 
aa  speedily  as  possible.    So  fixed  is  this  idea 
in  the  minds  of  American  financiers  that  they 
have  paid  off  a  considerable  part  of  that  enor- 
moos  debt  of  £550,000,000  incurred  within  a 
period  of  five  years.    In  1860  that  great  coun- 
try had  only  an  indebtedness  of  £12,000,000, 
whereas    in    1865    it  owed  £550,000,000.     So 
Imnly  do  they  hold  the  view  that  one  genera- 
tion has  no  right  to  burden -another,  that  since 
*hat  time  they  have  paid  off  £250,000,000  or 
iB26O,000,00O,  and  will  have  paid  off  the  wholn 
before  the  present  generation  shall  have  passed 
away.    That  is  an  example  for  us  to  follow; 
but,  as  the  House  has  decided  otherwise,  I  must 

VOL.L.-aO. 


bow  to  its  decision.  Now,  let  us  ask  what  is 
the  purpose  in  reference  to  this  Sinking  Fund  ? 
Can  we  hide  from  ourselves  what  is  really 
meant?  The  object  is,  in  the  first  place,  to^ 
get  possession  of  £240,000  per  annum,  behig 
the  amount  due  yearly  from  the  revenue  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  amount  earned  by 
the  accrued  Sinking  Fund  each  year.  And 
how  is  that  money  to  be  used  when  the  Go- 
vernment get  it?  It  is  .not  to  be  applied  to 
reducing  our  indebtedness;  but  to  reducing  our 
taxation,  and  reducing  it  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion. How  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont could  allow  that  to  pass,  how  he  could 
have  refrained  from  voting  when  I  ventured  to 
move  against  it  two  months  ago,  I  cannot  con- 
ceive. It  was  plain  then,  as  it  is  now.  Here,  to- 
day, we  have  laid  before  us  a  Public  Works  Bill 
and  a  New  Zealand  Loan  Bill ;  so  that,  while 
on  the  one  hand  we  are  seizing  this  £240,000 
as  a  means  of  reducing  the  property- tax,  on  the 
other  we  are  borrowing  money  to  put  up  school- 
buildings,  to  make  most  temporary  roads  for 
opening  up  land— ^borrowing  for  all  kinds  of 
purposes,  .which  will  not  in  any  way  aid  in  in- 
creasing the  production  of  the  country.  It  ia 
thus  that  we  are  adding  'to  our  permanent 
debt.  Is  that  sound  finance?  Then,  the 
second  object  is  to  get  possession  of  the  accu- 
mulated Sinking  Fund.  And  what  is  to  be 
done  with  it  ?  It  is  to  be  scrambled  for  on  tha 
fioor  of  the  House  from  time  to  time.  It  would 
be  infinitely  better  to  leave  that  Sinking  Fund 
where  it  is,  untouched.  By  all  means  cease  to 
add  to  it,  if  you  so  wish ;  but  it  would  be  far 
better  to  leave  that  £3,000,000  where  it  is.  If 
we  want  to  borrow  more  money,  let  us  do  it  in 
the  ordinary  way,  and  attach  to  the  Loan  Bill 
a  schedule  of  the  purposes  for  which  the  money 
is  to  be  used.  There  appears  to  me  to  be  great 
I  danger  in  the  present  financial  policy — that 
j  we  are  near  another  era  of  scrambling  and 
,  demoralization,  with  difficulties  to  follow, 
!  as  they  have  always  followed  such  expendi- 
ture in  the  past.  Section  10  of  the  Bill,  as 
I  read  it,  does  not  appear  to  me  in  the  same 
light  as  that  in  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  has  viewed  it ;  but  it  certainly 
gives  the  Treasurer  most  extraordinary  power. 
It  gives  him  power  to  raise  £8,000,000  on  seven- 
year  debentures:  he  may  put  seven-year  de- 
bentures into  the  Sinking  Fund  and  take  out 
debentures  worth  £8,000,000  an^  sell  them,  in- 
stead of  raising  any  loan.  That  seems  to  be 
the  whole  process — to  fill  the  Sinking  Fund 
with  seven-year  debentures,  and  to  take  out  of 
it  the  New  Zealand  debentures,  the  Australian 
debentures,  and  the  Canadian  debentures.  If 
they  can  convert  the  Sinking  Fund  debentures 
into  stock  and  soil  them,  they  will  be  able 
to  tell  us  that  they  have  a  ^eat  deal  of 
money  to  spend,  and  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  loans  or  taxation.  I  have  my  doubta 
whether  we  shall  find  it  so  easy  to  raise  thia 
money — ^whether  we  shall  not  seriously  injure 
the  credit  of  the  colony.  This  Bill  also  pro- 
vides for  no  less  than  seventeen  millions  pounds* 
worth  of  debentures  being  converted.  That, 
Sir,  is  a  very  largo  transaction;  and,  as  I  under- 
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stand  the  Bill,  until  these  seventeen  millions 
of  debentures  are  converted  the  Treasurer 
vriXL  have  power  to  issue  to  the  end  of  the 
yefu:  the  short-dated  debentxires  to  which  I 
have>  alluded.  Pending  that  conversion,  which 
may  take  two  years  or  may  take  twenty  years, 
the  Treasurer  will  have  power. to  issue  these 
seven-year  debentures,  and  appropriate  the 
proceeds  in  such  manner  as  this  House  may 
from  time  to  time  think  fit.  These  seem  to  be 
the  great  objections  to  this  Bill  —  objectipns 
which,  I  think,  are  of  a  most  grave  character, 
but  which  I  will  not  enter  into  further,  at 
this  stage  of  the  Bill.  I  will  only  say  that 
I  hope  sincerely  this  Bill  will  be  very  mate- 
rially altered  in  Committee.  I  do  not  see  how 
it  is  to  be  objected  to  on  the  second  read- 
ing, because  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  so  far 
as  the  propriety  of  consolidating  stock,  and 
of  applying  the  released  Siiiking  Fund,  after 
consolidation,  to  other  purposes,  is  concerned, 
is  admitted  on  all  sides.  But  I  hope  that,  in 
Oonmiittee,  it  will  be  pulled  to  pieces  very 
thoroughly.  I  hope  the  objectionable  clauses 
will  be  erased,  and  that  we  shall  make  the  Gro- 
Ternment  understand  that  we  are  determined 
in  this  House  not  to  enter  upon  a  new  career 
such  as  that  from  which  we  are  just  escaping, 
that  we  will  not  admit  that  we  have  the  right 
to  gratify  every  want  and  every  whim,  and  to 
hand  down  to  those  coming  after  us  burdens 
which  it  requires  very  little  insight  indeed  to 
Eee  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  them  to 
bear.  One  of  the  newspapers  the  other  day 
reported  me  as  having  said  that  **  posterity 
would  shed  tears  over  our  proceedings."  I  am 
not  conscious  of  having  used  the  phrase,  and 
do  not  believe  that  I  did.  But  I  feel  perfectly 
«ure  that,  if  we  do  not  take  some  little  pains 
to  arrest  not  only  this  Government,  but  the 
Governments  that  may  succeed  them,  in  the 
course  of  plunging  the  countiy  deeper  and 
deeper  into  debt,  posterity  perhaps  will  not  shed 
tears  over  us,  but  will  have  reason  to  curse  us 
ior  the  evils  we  shall  have  brought  upon  them. 
Sir«  I  object  to  the  5th  and  6th  sections,  as 
giving  power  to  deal  with  the  annual  earnings 
of.  the  Sinking  Fund  in  a  very  objectionable 
manner ;  but  there  are  other  sections  which, 
with  some  amendment  in  Committee,  may  be 
made  useful,  and  therefore  I  shall  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — There  is  only  one  complaint 
I  wish  to  make  In  regard  to  the  speech  of  the 
hcmourable  member  for  Egmont,  and  that  is 
with  regard  to  his  statement  that  the  Bill  pro- 
poses to  seize  the  Sinking  Fund.  With  this 
exception,  it  struck  me  that,  although  the 
honourable  member  spoke  earnestly  and  with  a 
•considerable  amount  of  force,  he  spoke  with  a 
desire  to  deal  fairly  with  the  measure.  But  he 
certainly  was  led  into  a  grave  mistake,  because 
the  Bill  does  not  propose  to  seize  the  Sinking 
Fund.  On  the  contrary,  the  8th  clause,  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  refers,  expressly  says 
that,  before  you  touch  any  Sinking  Fund,  you 
-shall  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  whole 
of,  the  balance  of  the  debt.  Now,  to  show  the 
Mr,  Moss 


honourable  member  how  far  that  is  the  case,  I 
will  refer  to  our  Acts  dealing  with  the  public 
debt  and  Sinking  Fund.  In  an  Act  passed  so 
long  ago  as  1868  it  was  provided  that,  as  the  debt 
was  converted,  a  proportionate  part  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  might  be  released :  for  example,  if  a 
quarter  of  the  debt  were  converted,  one-quarter 
of  the  accumulated  Sinking  Fund  might  be 
taken  possession  of.  In  framing  this  Bill  I  said; 
"  No,  I  will  not  put  that  provision  in  this  Bill 
We  will  not  touch  the  Sinking  Fund  until  we 
havd  a  sufficient  amount  of  Sinking  Fund  to 
provide  for  whatever  amount  of  outstanding 
debentures  are  left."  I  think  the  hononrable 
member  will  be  fair  enough  to  admit  that  I 
have  met  him  on  that  point.  The  honouzabie 
gentleman  says  that  the  Bill  simply  authorizes 
borrowing  to  pay  our  debts.  He  answered  that 
practically  himself,  because,  before  he  finished, 
he  said  the  Bill  did  considerably  more;  and  I 
am  prepared  to  show  that  its  operation  is  not  of 
that  nature.  Then  he  went  on  to  say,  repeat- 
ing the  word  "  borrow "  in  musicaJ  rhythm 
many  times,  that  that  was  the  nature  of  the 
Bill.  But  I  think  that  was  not  an  orisinal 
idea.  The  honourable  gentleman  next  to  him, 
the  member  for  Selwyn,  has  on  several  occa- 
sions spoken  of  "  Borrow,  borrow,  borrow." 
The  honourable  member  for  Egmont  says  that  ' 
the  time  will  come  for  the  settling  of  oar 
finances  when  our  loans  are  consolidated,  and 
he  says  that  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  ve 
shall  have  consolidated  our  loans  so  as  to  gel 
rid  of  our  Sinking  Fund.  The  honouraUe  - 
gentleman  told  us  that  in  the  course  of  a  yeu 
or  two  we  shall  get  rid  of  our  Sinking  Fund  by 
consolidation,  but  immediately  afterwards  he 
told  us  it  was  immoral  and  destructive  of  our 
credit  to  get  rid  of  our  Sinking  Fund.  He 
says,  "You  should  say  you  will  bo  prepared  to 
pay  Sinking  Fund.**  He  says  we  should  wait 
and  not  taJce  any  step,  to  relieve  ourselves. 
Now,  is  it  not  quite  as  immoral  to  get  rid  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  by  conversion  alone  as  it  is 
to  get  rid  of  it  by  this  process  ?  The  difference 
between  his  proposal  and  ours  is  simply  this: 
He  says,  "  Wait,  wait,  wait,"  which  is,  to  my 
mind,  the  motto  of  that  part  of  the  conntiy 
from  which  the  honourable  gentleman  comes. 
**Wait,  wait,  wait,  till  something  turns  np. 
Wait,  wait ;  do  not  do  anything :  go  on  bur- 
dening the  country  with  extra  payments." 
Now,  I  say  this :  that  we  need  not  wait ;  and, 
if  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  right  we  should 
convert  our  debt  as  it  stands  now,  it  is  per- 
fectly right  that  we  should  convert  the  aceru- 
ing  Sinking  Fund  as  it  accrues.  The  difierenoe 
between  the  honourable  gentleman's  operation 
and  mine  is  this  :  that  the  "  year  or  two  "  that 
he  speaks  of  may  be  taken  as*  a  euphemism 
for  **many  years."  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  learned  that  idea  from  the  Na- 
tives, who  have  no  idea  of  time,  and  who,  when 
they  say,  **  Wait  a  bit,"  may  mean  ten  or  twenty 
years.  So,  when  the  honourable  gentleman  says 
one  or  two  years,  he  may  moan  ten  or  t^venfcy 
years,  and  the  difference  between  us  is  this: 
that,  during  the  years  we  are  to  wait,  waib,  we 
must  pay  out  a  large  amount  from  the  revenue 
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ior  Sinking  Fund.  Now,  that  is  .the  vecy  thing 
nhich  I  am  objecting  to,  and  which  I  am  pro- 
posing to  remedy  in  thik  Bill.  I  say  there  is 
BO  i^kfion  why  we  should  not  convert  at  once. 
^ze  is  no  reason  why  the  hmourable  gentle- 
sun  should  not  have  done  so  five  years  ago  in 
le^tect  of  these  drawing  loans.  The  Act  vmich 
is  already  in  existence  would  have  been  suf- 
fidoit  to  do  that  in  reg^jrd  to  the  drawing 
;  loans.  The  distinction  between  my  plan  and 
I  liis  is  this :  that,  after  conversion  has  tcbken 
'  jki^  he  would  have  the  Sinking  Fund  as  I 
I  flso  would  have  it ;  but  I  should,  out  of  the 
I  increases  since  March  last,  have  to  pay  o£E  the 
I  ttooonts  authorized  by  this  Bill.  I  say  there  is 
ao  reason. why  we  should  go  on  paying  off  a 
I  hzge  portion  of  the  loans  out  of  revenue.  As 
to  the  bogies  which  are  held  up  to  honourable 
I  ssmbers  about  destiroying  our  credit,  and  so 
i  oi,  I  take  leave  to  have  just  as  strong  and  as 
eocnd  an  opinion  on  the  subject  as  the  honour- 
able gentleman  himself.  I  take  leave  to  think 
&U,  seeing  that  there  is  no  single  colony,  so 
iu  as  I  am  aware,  that  is  paying  off  its  debts 
1  —when  their  debts  noature  they  renew  them — 
^  fact  of  our  taking  this  course  cannot  in  the 
Attest  degree  impair  our  credit.  Nothing 
ta  be  more  absurd  than  for  us,  who  are  carry- 
%fla  colonizing  operations  which  will  extend 
«ter  a  period  of  years,  to  pretend  to  pay  off  a 
pEStion  of  our  debt,  whilst  we  are  at  the  same. 
ta&e  boirowing  largely  fresh  loans.  Now,  what* 
ars  these  loans  for  ?  They  are  for  public  works ; 
Blact,  for  railways ;  and  I  contend  it  would  be 
I  «ee«iingly  mischievous  for  us,  when  we  have 
iiie  numey  available  for  use,  to  take  it  away 
feaa  industrial  pursuits  for  expenditure  on 
&£  public  works,  instead  of  obtaining  neces- 
ftry  funds  by  borrowing  at  a  low  rate  of  in- 
itcrkt,  as  we  can  do  in  the  London  money- 
Ittadffit.  The  honourable  gentleman  seems  to 
i^Teiy  coolly  fastening  upon  us  several  of  his 
«vn.  children.  It  appears  to  me  thatj  as  regards 
&£  loan  indebtedness  which  we  have  now  to 
fBB^de  for,  as  shown  in  the  Public  Works  State- 
Aent,  we  are  very  much  in  the  position  of 
^nng  to  discharge  obligations  which  devolve 
vpoa  us  from  the  previous  Government.  I 
^ould  say,  as  regards  the  absolute  liabilities 
*hich  we  have  to  deal  with,  and  which  will 
a^rb  a  very  large  amount  of  the  new  loan, 
ihe  authorship  is  not  ours;  the  authorship  is 
ihe  honourable  gentleman's.  The  honourable 
Member  rather  reminds  me  of  the  story  of  an 
Americaji  audience.  In  a  Western  town  the 
feople  were  treated  to  a  representation  of 
*"  Hamlet,"  and  after  it  was  over  they  insisted 
upon  calling  for  the  author.  The  manager  went 
€Si  to  the  stage  to  explaiiL,  but  they  would  not 
^  content  unless  the  author  appeared.  So 
the  manager  said,  "  The  author  is  Mr.  William 
Shakespeare,  and  he  has  sbeen  suddenly  called 
away  to  New  York  on  business."  Like  this 
aaiience,  the  honourable  gentleman  seems  to 
be  quite  ignorant  of  the  authorship  of  these 
Babiiities;  but  in  reality  the  authorship  be- 
lcn:?a  to  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his 
eolleagues.  We  have  to  face  obligations,  more 
«r  less  remote,  of  something  like  ten  millions, 


and  that  is  why  we  have  undertaken  so  few  fresh 
works  ourselves.  We  have  to  work  out  what 
sailors  would  call  "a  dead  horse"  for  a  long 
while.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  a 
difficulty  in  understanding  the  operation  of 
paying  off  a  hundred-pound  drawn  bond,  and  I 
will  adopt  the  kindergarten  system  of  explaining 
the  matter  to  him.  Let  us  suppose  that  this 
piece  of  blotting-paper  is  a  new  Dond  of  £100. " 
I  will  put  that  ^ere.  This  other  piece  of  paper 
is  a  drawn  bond,  which  Jones  or  Brown  is  for- 
tunate enough  to  possess,  and  on  the  15th  of 
May  he  is  entitled  to  receive  £100  for  it.  This 
other  piece  of  paper  we  will  suppose  represents 
a  cheque  for  £100.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasury.  Now,  on  the  15th  March  the  Trea-  • 
sury  has  to  pay  to  the  Crown  Agents  £100  to 
pay  off  the  bond  which  will  be  drawn  for  pay- 
ment on  the  15th  ^fay.  The  Treasury  hand  . 
it  over  to  the  Grown  Agents.  They  have  this 
£100;  and  when  Brown  comes  on  the  15th 
May  he  presents  his  drawn  bond  for  payment. 
The  Crown  Agents  say  to  Brown,  "There  is 
£100,  or  a  new  bond:  which  do  you  prefer?" 
Brown  says,  *•  Give  me  a  new  bond."  Brown 
takes  the  new  bond,  and  the  Crown  Agents  pay 
to  the  Treasury  the  £100  for  it,  retaining  them- 
selves the  drawn  bond.  The  Crown  Agents  say 
to  the  Treasury,  "  Here  is  yotir  £100.  "  The 
honourable  gentleman  will  see  the  working  of 
this.  Brown  has  the  new  bond,  and  the  Trea- 
sury gets  the  £100  back  again.  If  the  honour- 
able gentleman  cannot  imderstand  that,  he  is 
hopeless. 

Major  ATKINSON. -I- 1  am  quite  hopeless. 
The  fallacy  of  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
this :  that  he  assumes  that  £100,  which  he  de- 
scribes as  being  in  the  form  of  a  cheque,  has 
already  been  paid  off  —  that  that  is  sinking 
fund.  There  is  where  the  fallacy  of  the  whole 
argument  is — the  department  stands  relieved 
of  that  amount. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  It  is  precisely  the  same 
thing.  If,  instead  of  the  £100  being  part  of 
the  amount  received  from  the  Treasury,  it  is 
part  of  the  accumulation  in  the  hands  of  the 
Crown  Agents,  it  amounts  to  the  same  thing : 
the  Treasury  receives  the  money  for  the  new 
bond  which  Brown  will  have.  The  thing  is  so 
simple  that  I  am  really  surprised  at  the  honour- 
able member  not  seeing  it.  I  have  shown  the 
honourable  gentleman  how  it  operates  in  re- 
spect of  the  drawn  bond.  I  cannot  think  that 
anything  could  be  more  simple  than  this :  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  is  to  make  a  compu- 
tation each  year  of  the  absolute  increase  of 
Sinking  Fimd.  The  Minister  comes  down  year 
after  year  and  states  what  the  Sinking  Fund 
is.  He  says,  ♦'  Last  year  it  was  £2,100,000 ; 
this  year  it  is  £2,800,000:  It  has  increased  by 
£200,000  during  the  present  year."  He  shows 
each  year  how  much  the  Sinking  Fund  has 
increased.  The  computation  is  made  by  tho 
Colonial  Treasurer,  and  verified  by  the  Con- 
troller-General, as  to  the  actual  increase  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  for  that,  >  ear;  and  that  is 
the  amount  of  the  new  stock  to  be  inscribed, 
created,  or  converted  —  whatever  term  you 
choose  to  use ;  so  that  it  cannot  possibly  bo 
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the  case  that  a  larger  amount  of  new  debt 
is  created  than  actually  repsesents  the  in- 
crease in  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  computa- 
tion will  each  year  show  the  amount  of  the 
increase.  This  year  it  may  be  an  increase 
of  £240,000 ;  but  next  year  or  the  year  after, 
if  the  financial  arrangements  we  propose  are 
carried  out  in  regard  to  converting  a  consider- 
able part  of  our  loans,  it  may  be  that  the 
Sinking  Fund  will  not  increase  by  more  than 
£160,000.  Whatever  the  amount  is,  the  com- 
putation is  exact.  That  meets  the  honourable, 
gentleman's  objection  there. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  does  not  touch  it  at 
all. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Touching  the  inheritance  of 
debt  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  saying  we  should  wait,  and 
all  that,  and  as  to  our  adjusting  the  finance  in 
the  Loan  Bill  we  are  bringing  down,  it  is  very 
painful  to  find  that  out  of  a  million  and  a  half 
there  is  only  £700,000  for  railways  and  £620,000 
for  roads,  bridges,  and  public  buildings.  The  ' 
Beads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act  was  not 
ours.  That  Act  is  a  most  voracious  animal ;  it 
swallowed  up  the  small  loan  which  the  House 
was  persuaded  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  to  authorize.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man most  ingeniously  persuaded  the  House 
into  authorizing  that  loan.  He  said,  **  I  do  not 
want  the  money ;  -but  a  lot  of  people  want  to 
borrow  from  the  Treasury  :  let  tnem  have  this 
£250,000  in  inscribed  stock."  So  the  House, 
thinking  they  were  creating  a  convenience  for 
capitalists  to  invest  in  inscribed  stock  of  the 
colony,  gave  him  the  loan.  Then  he  gives  the 
whole. lot  to  the  Post  Office,  and  applies  the 
proceeds  to  the  Boads  and  Bridges  Construc- 
tion Act ;  and  we  have  now  to  vote  a  similar 
amount  to  pay  oS.  existing  liabilities.  The 
honourable  gentleman's  finance  is  very  unsatis- 
factory, and  we  want  very  much  to  adjuft  it. 
I  do  not  like  to  see  that  in  a  Loan  Bill  of  a 
million  and  a  half  there  is  only  £700,000  for 
railways.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  an  adjust- 
ment of  the  finance  is  required,  and  we  do  re- 
quire to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  as  to  how,  for 
what  purpose,  and  to  what  eAent  we  are  to 
borrow  money  in  future.  I  might  express  my 
admiration  of  the  sublime  audacity  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen  in  seeing  us  labouring 
under  the  enormous  liabilities  they  have  left 
us,  and  so  coolly  casting  upon  us  all  the 
blame,  instead  of  thanking  us  for  undertak- 
ing the.  load  they  have  cast  upon  us.  Now, 
the  honourable  gentleman  says,  "The  cry  is, 
*  Borrow,  borrow,'  and  you  think  you  are  going 
to  restore  your  credit  by  borrowing  £240,000 
in  aid  of  revenue."  That  is  what  the  honour- 
able gentleman  says.  I  have  pointed  out 
that  this  Bill  does  not  bear  that  character; 
but,  supposing  we  were  borrowing  £240,000  in 
aid  of  revenue,  we  should  only  bo  following  a 
precedent  sanctioned  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself — only  doing  on  a  small  scale  what 
he  has  done  on  a  gigantic  one.  What  is  this 
£1,800,000  of  short-dated  debentures  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  speaks  of  as  conversion  ? 
11  1  am  not  mistaken,  that  was  the  amount 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


borrowed  by  the  honourable  gentleman  in  onft 
shape  or  another  to  supplement  the  deficiency  in 
the  revenue  for  ordinary  current  purposes,  and 
converted  by  him  from  a  floating  to  a  funded 
debt.  The  honourable  gentleman  says,  "  You 
have  only  to  wait  a  year  or  two,  when  all  the 
Sinking  Fund  will  be  cleared  up  by  corner- 
sion."  Supposing  he  is  right  that  we  We  only 
to 'wait  a  year  or  two,  that  would  simply  mesa 
half  a  nullion  borrowed  in  aid  of  revenue* 
which  would  be  a  very  small  thing  indeecU 
compared  with  the  gigantic  operations  in  ^e 
same  direction  which  my  honourable  friend 
has  had  so  much  experience  in.  So,  from  his 
point  of  view,  with  which  I  do  not  8gree„itis 
not  open  to  the  objection  whioh  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  stated.  I  do  not  wish  to  throw 
cold  water  upon  the  operations  of  the  late  Qo- 
vemment ;  but,  when  he  talks  about  conversion, 
the  House  should  beejr  in  mind  that  what  he  did 
was  to  take  £1,800,000,  which  he  had  lent  to  t^e 
Trust  Funds  here  at  5  per  cent.,  and  change  it  U^ 
inscribed  stdck  at  4  per  cent.  He  simply  txxk 
ofi  1  per  cent,  from  the  amount  which  he  paid 
to  the  Trust  Funds  for  debentures  which  were 
never  issued  publicly,  and  were  held  by  gtwMi- 
Government  mstitutions.  It  was  to  an  equal 
extent  an  operation  for  issuing  in  England 
a  new  loan  as  for  a  conversion.  In  regard 
to  the  5-30s  the  same  remark  is  applioable. 
They  could  have  been  called  in  for  payment  at 
par,  instead  of  which  it  was  thought  desirable 
t6  make  the  exchange  at  once ;  and,  instead  of 
par,  8^  per  cent,  premium  was  given  to  the 
holders  of  the  6-per-cents,  and  8  per  cent,  to- 
the  holders  of  the  4^-per-cents.  These  opera> 
tions  would  have  been  more  successful  if  th» 
honourable  gentleman  bad  not  dealt  with  the 
4^-per-cents  at  all,  but  had  called  in  the  5-per- 
cents  for  payment,  and  two  or  three  months 
afterwards  had  announced  the  new  loan  to 
take  them  uj),  offering  to  those  persons  who 
had  to  receive  pa3nnent  at  paf  the  option  of 
taking  the  new  bonds  instead  of  cash.  That 
would  have  been  a  more  successful  opera* 
tion.  When  he  talks  about  succeeding  in  the 
conversion,  he  is  aware  that  the  market  is 
blocked  with  that  large  mass  of  4}  per  cent 
6-80s  which  has  not  yet  been  placed.  As  re- 
gards the  conversion,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man seems  to  think  that  it  will  be  disposed  ol 
altogether  in  a  year  or  two  ;  but  I  am  greatly 
mistaken  if  it  can  be  done  in  a  year  or  t\70. 
Within  a  reasonable  time  it  may  be  necessan) 
to  convert  into  B^-per-cent.  stock.  Two  colonies 
have  already  made  favourable  ox)erations  in 
the  way  of  issuing  S^-per-cent.  debentures.  II 
must  be  borne  iij  mind,  in  considering  thii 
question  of  conversion  of  stock,  that  loam 
which  are  at  a  discount,  bearing  a  low  rate  oj 
interest,  have  a  larger  intrinsic  value  than 
those  at  a  premium.  Many  insurance  corn 
panics  and  trustees  cannot  invest  in  loans  at 
a  premium,  because  they  have  to  account  foi 
the  capital  amount.  The  time  will  piobablj 
come  when  it  will  pay  to  convert  the  stock  t<: 
a  3^-per-ccnt.  denomination.  Our  4-per-cent 
securities  are  now  at  a  premium,  and  \\'e  ma\ 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  same  causes 
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fhat  have  operated  during  the  last  fifteen  or 
twenty  yecurs  will  operate  again,  and  that  the 
xale  of  interest  at  which  the  colony  can  borrow 
will  be  still  lower  than  it  is  at  present.  I  have 
now  dealt  with  the  question  as  to  the  supposed 
increase  of  the  public  debt.  I  have  .shown  to 
the  honourable  member  that,  under  this  BUI, 
&e  public  debt  will  not  be  increased  except 
to  the  small  extent  that  increcbse  is  author- 
ised under  clause  4  for  relieving  the  guarantee 
debentures :  that  is  to  s%f ,  the  increase  in  the 
debt  will  exactly  correspond  with  the  increase 
in  the  Sinking  Fund.  The  honourable  member 
has  gone  through  the  Bill  clause  by  clause,  and 
I  will  follow  him.  With  regard  to  clause  4,  the 
object  is  this :  that,  under  the  Act  as  it  exists, 
we  are  not  allowed  to  create  a  larger  amount  of 
debt  than  the  amount  of  the  debt  converted,  a 
computation  being  made  in  case  of  a  relatively 
lower  rate  of  interest  being  paid.  It  may  be,  in 
regard  to  the  gpiaranteed  loans,  when  they  are 
within  two  or  three  years  of  payment,  we  might 
convert  even  a  smi^l  portion  so  as  to  be  able 
to  avoid  paying  further  annual  charges — the 
amount  in  the  Sinking  Fund  being  sufficient 
to  pay  ofi  the  debt  outstanding,  with  interest. 
I  have  shown  the  honourable  gentleman  that, 
eontraiy  to  the  precedent  on  former  occasions, 
instead  of  saying  that  we  will  take  the  Sinking 
Fond  in  proportion  to  the  amount  we  con- 
vert, we  do  not  touch  the  Sinking  Fund  at 
all  until  we  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Commissioners  an  amount  sufficient 
to  pay  the  whole  of  the  balance  outstanding. 
Nobody  can  ask  anything  more.  Supposing,  out 
of  a  loan  of  £3,000,000,  we  convert  £2,600,000, 
leaving  £400,000  outstanding,  and  supposing 
we  have  a  nullion  of  accrued  Sinking  Fund,  is 
there  any  sane  person  who  would  object  to  our 
Baying,  "  Well,  we  will  leave  the  £400,000  on 
account  of  the  debentures  outstanding,  and  we 
will  take  the  balance  "?  As  regards  clause  10, 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  put  his  finger  on 
a  point  which  there  is  no  question  requires 
some  explanation,  ^e  says  that  the  clause 
gives  too  large  a  power  to  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer. He  will  readily  recognize  what  I  mean 
when  I  say  that  there  has  been  by  accident 
emitted  from  the -Bill  a  clause  which  makes 
it  necessary  that  all  securities  should  be  signed 
by  the  Controller.  The  instructions  were  to  ^ut 
in  all  the  clauses  relating  to  short-dated  deben- 
tures as  they  appear  in  the  Loan  Acts ;  but  this 
paiticular  clause  has  been  by  some  accident 
omitted,  and  wUl  have  to  be  put  in.  With  regard 
to  the  use  of  the  expression  "  Colonial  Trea- 
Eorer"  instead  of  "  Governor  in  Council,"  if  it 
is  thought  better  to  substitute  the  latter  there 
cdn  be  no  objection ;  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  ^eU  aware  that,  where  the  expression 
**  Governor  in  Council "  is  used  as  it  stands 
now,  it  is  a  mere  name,  because  the  Governor 
in  Council  delegates  the  whole  of  his  powers  to 
agents.  Now,  in  ^s  clause  it  is  thought  that 
the  Agents  for  the  various  Loan  Acts  should  be 
the  Agents  under  this  Bill ;  and,  that  being  the 
case,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  Governor  in 
Council  should  make  a  special  delegation.  A 
great  deal  of  action  will  nave  to  be  taken  in 


this  matter  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  the 
colony  as  well  as  by  the  Agents  outside  the 
colony.  There  is  no  objection  to  inserting  & 
clatise  providing  that  the  Governor  in  Council 
may  delegate  to  the  ColoniaJ  Treasurer  the 
powers  of  Agent  in  the  colony  which  he  dele- 
gates to  the  Agents  outside  the  colony.  When 
the  Bill  comes  into  Committee  there  ,will  be  no 
objection  to  limiting  the  power  of  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  any  extent  the  Committee  may 
think  desirable.  The  honourable  genUeman 
has  proposed  that  this  Bill  should  be  tnrown 
out.  Of  course  that  means  that  our  finances 
should  be  destroyed,  and  that  not  only  will 
the  whole  amount  of  the  property-tax  have 
to  be  levied,  but  that  soi^e  additional  tax 
will  have  to  be  found  to  meet  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  year  which  will  expire  in  four  or 
five  months.  It  is  for  the  House  to  consider 
whether  that  is  desirable.  It  is  iJso  for  the 
House  to  consider  whether  we  should  be  so 
fickle  as  to  accept  the  honourable  gentleman's 
proposals  now,  seeing  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  take  this  action  when  the 
Financial  Statement  was  brought  down.  The 
honourable  gentleman  substantially  stated  on 
a  former  occasion  what  he  has  stated  to-night. 
He  was  then  aware  of  what  would  be  the 
operations  under  this  Bill.  It  is  quite  true 
that  he  condemned  them;  but  it  is  equally 
true  that  we  secured  a  vote  of  fifty-one  against 
four  on  our  financial  proposals.  A  number  of 
honourable  gentlemen  abstained  from  voting, 
as  they  were  afraid  it  might  make  the  Govern- 
ment appear  too  powerful  if  they  had  too  large 
a  majority.  That  was 'the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  House  at  that  time ;  and  is  there  any 
reason  why  it  should  alter  its  mind  on  the 
question  now?  The  honourable  gentleman 
evidently  does  not  see  the  efiect  of  our  policy 
on  the  country,  and  he  is  very  angry  with 
me  that  I  have  entered  upon  that  question. 
Nevertheless  I  cannot  help  doing  it,  but  I  will 
do  it  in  very  moderate  terms.  My  statement 
is  this :  that  the  Government  do  not  see  their 
way  to  adopting  the  policy  of  the  late  Ministry. 
In  cozmection  with  the  Three  -  Million  Loan 
the  late  Government  incurred  liabilities  under 
the  rose,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  for 
more  than  was  authorized.  They  left  us  to  pro- 
vide against  liabilities  of  ten  or  twelve  mil- 
lions extending  over  a  more  or  less  lengthy 
period.  They  always  told  the  House  and  the 
coxmtry,  "We  must  stop  borrowing;  borrow- 
ing will  have  to  cease ;  "  and  the  consequence 
was  that  honourable  members  had  to  scramble 
year  after  year  for  what  they  could  get.  In 
their  colonizing  policy  the  members  of  the 
House  were  like  a  number  of  first-class  passen- 
gers in  a  ship,  who  would  behave  to  eacn  other 
in  the  ordinary  way  prescribed  in  social  Ufe; 
who  would  say,  **0h,  no,  I  cannot  take  this 
before  you :  help  yourself  first ; "  and  so  on. 
But,  when  you  find  these  passengers  in  an 
ope^  boat,  tossed  about  in  the  sea  for  many 
days  without  food  or  water,  the  older  nature — 
the  old  primeval  nature  of  man — asserts  itself « 
and,  if  they  see  a  scrap  of  anything  floating 
about,  each  person  in  the  boat  snatches  at  it.. 
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We  ask  the  House  to  come  out  from  that 
primaBrval  period  to  a  period  of  civilization. 
We  have  not  been  afraid  to  say  to  the  House 
thtbt  the  colonizing  policy  is  not  one  which 
is.  to  last  for  only  two  or  three  years.  A 
policy  of  colonizing  is  one  that  should  extend 
beyond  our  time,  and  beyond  the  time  of  our 
children  and  our  children's  children;  it  is  a 
policy  which  a  new  country  must  set  itself  to 
work  oat  until  it  has  attained  the  position  of 
an  old  country  with  a  redundant  population. 
It  is  utterly  absurd  that  a  grand  country  like 
Kew  Zealand  should  be  alone  amongst  the 
great  countries  of  the  earth  to  want  the  facili- 
ties which  science  has  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  man.  Sir,  we  have  said  this ;  and  the  con- 
sequence is  that  the  whole  country  has  taken 
up  a  different  position.  We  find,  now,  that 
members  do  not  pass  their  time  in  lamenta- 
tion. The  other  day  an  honourable  member 
—  I  think,  the  honourable  member  for  St. 
Albans — described  another  honourable  member 
as  a  perfect  Jeremiah,  always  wailing  and 
weeping.  The  fact  is  that  the  attention  of 
the  country  was  diverted  from  the  true  duty 
of  colonization  and  led  into  purely  socialistic 
questions.  The  House  did  not  discuss  the 
'  question  of  how  it  could  best  improve  the 
condition  of  the  colony,  but  was  engaged  in 
considering  questions  of  a  speculative  character. 
But  the  last  elections  turned  on  quite  a  dif- 
ferent range  of  subjects.  We  heard  very  little 
of  social  questions  and  a  great  deal  of  material 
questions;  and  it  has  been  really  quite  re- 
freshing during  this  session  to  hear  honour- 
able members  say,  **We  want  so  and  so  for 
our  districts."  It  is  only  a  few  weeks  ago 
that  I  suggested  that  a  huge  book  should  be 
put  up  in  the  lobby,  and  that  members  should 
be  invited  to  insert  in  it  the  various  wants 
of  their  districts ;  and  it  strikes  me  that,  how- 
ever large  the  book  might  have  been,  it  would 
have  been  full  before  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion. But  members  are  not  so  much  bent 
upon  scrskmbling  for  what  they  can  get  for 
their  districts  as  they  are  bent  upon  bring- 
ing forward  the  requirements  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  colony.  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  this  altered  condition  of  affairs 
is  a  healthy  one ;  and,  painful  as  it  is  to  me  to 
have  to  repeat  the  expression — knowing  as  I 
do  the  pain  it  inflicts  upon  some  honourable 
members  who  difEer  with  me — still  it  is  my 
duty  to 'State  this  whenever  it  is  denied.  I 
think  I  have  answered  all  the  objections  of  the 
honourable  gentleman.  As  I  have  said,  he  has 
shown  nothing  that  is  to  be  done  if  this  Bill 
is  thrown  out.  He  has  a^ed  me  to  state  the 
need  for  the  Bill,  and  I  answer  that  it  is  to 
fulfil  the  policy  which  has  been  approved  by 
the  House.  I  trust  honourable  members  will 
come  forward  and  support  the  Bill  as  heartily 
as  they  supported  the  nnancial  policy  of  which 
this  Bill  18  the  outcome.  At  tne  same  time, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  do  all  justice  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  has  opposed  the  measure  this  even- 
ing, and  generally  to  .his  conduct  towards  the 
Government  during  the  session.  Whilst  he 
Sir  J.  V(fgel 


has,  aa  it  seems  to  me — and  I  am  not  speakin 
for  m3rself  alone — fulfilled  the  legitimate  foni 
tions  of  the  leader  of  the  Op^sition,  he  he 
abstained  from  throwing  anytnmg  like  obstrai 
tion  in  the  way  of  the  Oovermnent.  Therefozi 
while  I  differ  entirely  from  the  opinions  whic 
he  has*  expressed  this  evening,  I  must  sti 
bear  testimony  to  the  way  in  which  he  bi 
proposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BARKON.— Sir,  I  had  intended  to  offi 
a  few  observations  on  the  subject  of  this  BiQ 
but,  as  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  has  chosa 
to  traverse  it  by  an  amendment  that  it  be  rea 
a  second  time  this  day  six  months,  which  i 
tantamount  to  a  vote  of  want  of  coiifidence  i 
the  Government,  with  himself  as  the  altenu 
tive,  I  shall  not  trespass  on  the  time  of  tl 
House  by  going  into  the  subject  now.  I  shft 
simply  say  that,  as  the  amendment  has  bee 
proposed  by  the  honourable  member  for  Kgmoi: 
as  leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  cannot  vote  fc 
the  Bill  being  read  a  second  time  this  da^  a 
months,  but  I  hope  I  shall  have  another  oppoi 
tunity  of  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — I  have  to  exprcB 
exactly  the  same  views  as  the  honooiahl 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken.  This  ha 
become  a  question  of  confidence  or  no-confi 
dence,  and  therefore  I  shall  vote  for  the  secon 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  48. 


Allwright 

Lance 

Seddon 

Ballance 

Lamach 

Smith 

Bevan 

McKenzie 

,J.     Steward,  W.J. 

B.-Bradshaw 

McMillan 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Brown 

Montgomery      Stout 

Cadman 

Moss 

Sutter 

Cowan 

O'Callaghan      Taiaroa 

Duncan 

O'Conor 

Thompson,  T. 

Eraser 

Ormond 

Tole 

Garrick 

Pere 

TumbuU 

GiUies 

Pyke 

Vogel 

Grigg 

Reese 

Walker 

Gumness 

Richardson,  E.  White,  W. 

Harper 

Richardson,  G.          TeUm. 

Holmes 

Ross 

Barron 

Johnston 

Samuel 

Shrimski. 

Joyce 

Noes, 

15. 

Atkinson 

Hatch 

RoUeston    . 

Bryco 

Hirst,  H. 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Buchanan 

Hobbs 

Tellers,    ' 

Buckland,  W.F.Lake 

'  Trunble 

Fergus 

Mitchelson        Wakefield. 

xiaiuiene 

Paths 

For, 

Against,       ^ 
MacartnuA 

Buckhuid,J.C. 

Coster 

Wilson                 .! 

Dargaville 
Fisher 

Whyte,  J.  B. 
Dodson 

Fitzherbert 

Hursthouse          ' 
Hurst,  W.  J.         * 

Gore 

Levestam 

Cofjolly                 i 

Locke 

Moat                    , 

Macandrew 

Russell                 i 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Fulton                . 
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Moiris  Peacock 

Pearson  Menteaiih 

Shepbard.  Bruce. 

Majority  for,  33. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
to  two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 
ScUurdayt  1st  November j  1884. 

Fint  Readings— Third  Beading— Dr&inage  of  Mines 
Bill  — Municipal  Corporations  Bill  — W&nganui 
Harboor  Board  Empowering  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  Westland  Education 
District  Subdivision  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Electric  Lines  Bill. 

DRAINAGE  OF  MINES  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this 
Bill, 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said  the  persistence 
with  which  his  honourable  friends  on  the  Qo- 
vemment  benches  had  pursued  this  Bill  was 
irorthy  of  a  better  cause.  The  opinion  of  the 
Council  had  been,  with  tolerable  distinctness, 
expressed  against  this  Bill;  and  he  proposed 
to  give  the  Council,  not  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  but  as  it  was  now,  another  opportunity 
of  expressing  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  The 
Bill,  as  it  came  out  of  Cominittee,  was  in  a 
Tsry  much  less  objectionable  form  than  when 
it  was  first  introduced  into  the  Council.  The 
piaeticei  of  which  this  Bill  was  an  example,  of 
making  amendments  in  the  general  law  with  a 
view  to  the  advantage  of  particular  individuals 
or  particular  localities,  was  of  so  mischievous 
a  character  that  he  invited  the  Council  to  ex- 
press its  condemnation  of  such  a  practice  by 
declining  to  read  this  Bill;  a  third  time.  No- 
thing could,  to  his  mind,  be  worse  or  more 
dangerous  than  such  a  system.  The  history  of 
this  Bill  was  curious  in  some  points.  A  Bill  of 
the  same  kind,  though  not  exactly  with  the 
8ame  name,  was  introduced  in  another  place 
in  the  session  of  1888,  and,  having  been  re- 
ietred,  in  the  regular  course,  to  the  Gold  Fields 
iiid  Mines  Committee,  a  report — from  which 
he  would  read  an  extract — was  presented  to 
the  House.  It  was  recommended  that  the  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  **  provided  that  It 
may  be  brought  into  force  by  Proclamation  in 
nch  mining  di3triot8  in  which  the  Governor 
shall  be  satined,  upon  petition  from  the  miners, 
that  it  is  generally  desired."  What  was  the 
ifcte  of  that  Bill  ?  It  was  dropped  instantly. 
Its  promoters  dared  not  appeal  to  the  miners  of 
the  district,  because  they  knew  very  well  what 
iroold  be  the  answer  of  the  parties  afiected.   As 


he  had  said,  the  principal  point — the  gem — of 
the  BiU  had  been  extracted,  and  what  remained 
now  was  simply  surplusage.  The  words  of  the 
original  Act  were  quite  sufficiently  clear  and 
distinct  to  cover  all  fair  purposes,  and  it  had 
been  found  to  suffice  in  all  instances  since  the 
Act  wa3  passed,  except  in  the  particular  one 
now  sought  to  be  satisfied  by  special  legislati(»i 
on  the  subject.  He  was  unwilling  to  say  any- 
thing more  on  the  subject  than  to  move,  as  an 
amendment.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time 
that  day  six  months. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  word  *  now '  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  18. 
Acland  Campbell  Ngatata 

Baillie  Dignan  Reeves 

Bamicoat  Fraser  Reynolds 

Brett  Henderson         Scotland 

Buckley,  G.       Lahmann  Wigley 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Martin  Wilson. 

Noes,  12. 
Bonar  Johnson,  G.  R.  Peter 

Brandon  Johnston,  J.       Pollen 

Chamberlin       McLean  Richmond,  J.  C 

Hart  Miller  Waterhouse. 

Majority  for,  6. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  would  be  re- 
membered that  it  was  not  a  Government  Bill  ; 
but,  in  deference  to  the  expressed  desire  of 
the  Council,  he  was  moving  its  second  read- 
ing. The  desire  of  the  Council  was  that  the 
Government  should  make  itself  responsible  for 
amendments  of  the  Municipal  Corporations 
Act.  Well,  there  were  some  sections  of  this. 
BiU  which  he  thought  were  improvements  on 
the  present  ISfW,  but  there  were  others  on  which 
there  might  be  great  diversity  of  opinion,  and» 
if  the  Council  consented  to  rea^  the  Bill  a  second 
time,  he  would  offer  no  objection  in  Committee 
to  striking  out  such  sections  as  might  involve 
any  considerable  amount  of  discussion,  or  to 
which  there  was  strong  opposition.  It  was  im- 
possible for  the  Government  this  session  to> 
introduce  a  new  amending  Bill,  and  the  only ' 
course,  therefore,  was  for  the  Government  to 
take  up  this  BUI,  and  to  introduce  in  Com- 
mittee such  amendments  as  were  really  con- 
sidered advisable  at  the  present  time.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  the  Council  would  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time,  with  a  view  to  its  amend- 
ment in  Cominittee. 

BUI  read  a  second  time. 

WANGANUI  HARBOUR  BOARD  EM- 
POWERING BILL. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Proposed  new  clause. — When  resolution  to  ba 
deemed  to  be  carried. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved.  That 
the  word  **  exercisable  "  be  struck  out,  with  a 
view  to  insert  the  word  "  exercised." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question^ 
"  That  Uie  word  *  exercisable '  be  retained." 
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Acland 

Bonar 

Brandon 

Grace 

Hart 


Ates,  14. 
McLean  Scotland 

Miller  Waterhouse 

Peacock  Wiffley 

Pollen  Williamson. 

Bichmond,  J.C. 
Noes,  10. 
Bamicoat  Fraser  Ngatata 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Henderson         Reynolds 
Campbell  Kohere  Wilson. 

Dignan 

Majority  for,  4. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Bill  reported. 

The    Council   adjourned    at    half-past   four 
o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday^  1st  November^  1884, 

Third  Beading— Native  Lands  Settlement  Bill— Tim- 
ber-floating Bill— New  Zealand  Loan  Bill— Pro- 
perty-Tax Bill— Adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  eleven  o'clock. 
Pbatebs. 

THIRD  READING. 
Impounding  Bill. 

NATIVE  LANDS  SETTLEMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  directed  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms  to  inform  the  chief  Wahanul  that  the 
House  was  now  ready  to  hear  him  with  respect 
to  the  petition  presented  to  the  House  on  this 
Bill. 

The  chief  Wah^nui  then  addressed  the 
House. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Sir,  I  rise  to  move  the 
second  reading  of  the  Native  Lands  Settlement 
Bill,  and  in  doing  so  I  will  briefly  refer  to  the 
speech  that  has  just  been  made  at  the  bar  of 
the  House.  I  think  that  it  must  be  admitted 
that  a  great  axlvance  has  been  made  in  Native 
affairs  in  this  colony  when  a  powerful  and  in- 
fluential chief  like  Wahanui  has  come,  here  to 
speak  the  wishes  of  himself  and  his  people 
before  the  representatives  of  New  Zealand. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  speech  which  has 
just  been  made  expressed,  from  beginning  to 
end,  most  friendly  sentiments,  and  an  anxious 
desire  to  meet  this  Legislature  in  proposing 
legislation  which,  at  any  rate,  will  be  of  bene- 
fit to  the  Native  people,  and  not  hostile  to  the 
colonists.  Sir,  I  was  very  much  struck  indeed 
with  the  noble  sentiments  expressed  by  Waha- 
nui in  his  speech,  and  I  may  say  that  I  agree 
with  almost  everything  he  said.  Of  course,  in 
referring  to  the  Native  Lands  Settlement  Bill, 
he  naturally  took  a  not  altogether  favourable 
view  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  measure ; 
l)ut  that,  it  appears  to  me,  w:as  more  in  conse- 
quence of  a  want  of  familiarity  with  those  pro- 
visions than  from  anything  contained  in  them. 
He  said  that .  the  Bill  had  sharp  teeth  and  a 
sting.  Well,  Sir,  it  appears  to- me  that  the  pro- 
"visions  of  this  Bill,  when  thoroughly  under- 


stood, are  calculated  in  the  fullest  sense  to 
protect  the  best  interests  of  the  Natives.  Of 
course  we  may  differ — the  Natives  may  di&r 
from  myself  and  from  others  who  support  thii 
Bill — ^with  regard  to  the  nature  of  th&  principles 
of  the  measure,  and  with  regard  to  the  effects 
they  are  calculated  to  produce ;  and  I  at  onoe 
adroit  that,  where  there  is  a  want  of  apprecia- 
tion of  a  measure  of  this  kind  on  the  part  of  the 
Native  people,  that  in  itself  is  a  good  reason 
why  we  should  proceed  cautiously  and  tenta- 
tively in  measures  which  may  not  be  under- 
stood and  may  not  be  appreciated.  The  ten- 
dency of  Wahanui's  speech  seemed  to  be  thai 
the  Natives  desire  for  themselves  power  to  deal 
with  their  own  lands,  and  he  made  reference 
to  a  movement  which  is  now  going  on  among 
the  Native  people — a  movement,  I  may  say, 
which  is  calculated  to  place  in  their  hands 
the  fullest  privileges  of  self-government  with 
respect  to  dealing  with  their  own  lands.  That 
movement  has  gone  in  the  direction  of  the 
formation  of  Native  Committees.  It  appears  to 
me  that  this  movement  is  but  in  its  ixdaaiBy. 
The  Natives  from  one  end  of  the  Island  .to  the 
other  seem  very  much  inclined  to  take  up  the 
Bill  which  was  passed  two  sessions  ago  for  the 
appointment  of  Native  Committees,  and  to 
come  under  the  working  of  that  measure.  It 
is,  I  think,  a  great  advance  when  an  influential 
chief  like  Wahanui  comes  to  this  House  and 
makes  a  proposal  to  provide  legislation  and 
means  to  deal  with  their  own  property.  Thtt 
appears  to  be  a  very  strong  reason  why  m 
should  proceed  with  great  caution  in  a  matter 
of  this  kind,  so  that  we  may  understand  their 
feelings  and  their  wants  before  we  proceed  to 
legislation  which  may  not  be  altogether  ao- 
ceptable  to  them.  With  regard  to  the  sale  of 
spirits,  I  may  inform  the  House  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  petition  unanimously  signed  bf 
almost  the  whole  of  the  Natives  in  the  Wai- 
kato,  instructions  have  been  given  to  bring 
the  prohibitive  clauses  of  the  Licensing  Aot 
into  force  throughout  the  King  countiy,  and 
that  is  to  be  done  with  the  almost  unanimous 
assent  of  the  Natives  in  that  country.  In  pro- 
ceeding to  explain  the  principles  of  the  Bill 
under  consideration,  I  would  first  of  all  bring 
before  the  notice  of  .the  House  whcbt  appear  to 
be  the  cardinal  features  of  the  measure.  In 
the  first  place,  the  Bill  prohibits  absolutely, 
within  a  certain  defined  territory,  the  dealing 
in  Natives  lands  by  private  individuals.  •  It  may 
appear  to  the  House  that,  in  preventing  undue 
speculation  on  the  part  of  private  individuals 
in  the  country  to  which  the  railway  will  be 
the  feeder,  and  which  the  railway  will  enor- 
mously benefit,  we  have  gone  too  far  and 
taken  in  more  than  we  ought  to  have  done. 
It  was  the  intention,  ip.  the  first  instance,  to 
take  land  within  a  certain  distance  of  the 
railway-line ;  but  gradually  our  views  became 
expanded,  and  we  thought  that — ^if  we  were  to 
do  justice  to  the  colony,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  the  Native  people — we  should  take 
in  at  any  rate  that  extent  of  country  which 
would  be  served  by  the  railway.  We  then 
thought  that  the  best  boundaries  we  ooold 
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aukke  would  be  the  boundaries  enclosing  the 
mtezshed  in  connection  with  the  North  Island 
Railway,  and  I  took  a  map  and  traced  a  line 
in  Older  to  give  to  the  railway  that  land  which 
jeemed  to  be  benefited  by  it.  I  had  an  inter- 
view with  Wahanui,  and  his  inclination  seemed 
to  be  to  take  in  and  reserve  from  private  deal- 
ings not  only  the  land  which  was  likely  to  be 
benefited  by  the  railway,  but  the  whole  of  the 
W&ikato,  including  his  lands.  I  believe  I  ih- 
teipret  his  views  very  fully  when  I  say  that  I 
think  the  wish  of  Wahanui  is  to  include  the 
land  the  boundaries  of  which  are  marked  ofE 
on  the  map  which  is  now  before  the  House. 
So  that  we  have  made  an  important  advance 
in  getting  his  assent  to  the  prohibition  of  pri- 
rate  deaUngs  in  Native'  land  in  this  country. 
We  have  therefore  prohibited  private  deal- 
ings in  land  within  those  boundaries ;  but 
ire  have  gone  a  step  further  and  have  taken 
the  power,  by  Proclamation,  to  bring  other 
parts  of  the  country  also  within  the  powers 
ii  the  Bill.  By  Proclamation  we  have  power, 
upon  the  application  of  the  Natives  them- 
selves, to  include  under  the  operation  of  the 
BiU  any  portion  of  territory  they  may  desire 
io  bring  under  it.  It  appears  to  me  that  is 
a  desirable  thing,  because,  while  it  does  not 
ioroe  the  Bill,  at  any  rate,  upon  other  parts 
of  the  colony,  it  does  provide,  in  case  the  lead- 
ing chiefs  ore  willing  to  come  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  measure,  the  means  to  enable  them 
to  do  so.  Well,  the  next  thing  we  have  done  is 
this:  We  have  taken  power — and  this  is  the 
second  principle  of  the  Bill — ^with  the  consent 
of  the  Natives,  to  bring  their  lands  under  the 
jkdministration  of  the  Government,  the  Gk>- 
vermnent  acting  as  agents  for  the  Natives. 
This  is  certainly  not  a  new  principle  ;  it  is 
one  that  was  introduced  to  this  House  in  the 
Ifative  Land  Sales  BUI  in  1880.  It  was  then 
aonght  to  make  the  Oovemmeht  the  agents 
Jor  dealing  with  the  Native  lands,  with  the 
fxmsent  of  the  owners — that  is  to  say,  bring- 
ing all  the  Native  lands  of  the  colony  within 
the  powers  of  the  legislation  we  provide, 
^his,  perhaps,  is  one  of  the  prinoiples  of 
the  measure  to  which  Wahanui  has  alluded ; 
bat  it  must  be  remembered  that  we  do  not, 
in  this  case,  force  the  Natives  to  have  their 
lands  administered  by  the  Government.  Hav- 
ing prohibited  all  traffic  and  interference  on 
the  part  of  private  individuals,  the  next  step 
is  to  wait  until  the  Natives  are  willing  to  come 
under  the  Act.  If  they  think  the  Government, 
by  means  of  a  Board  properly  constituted,  can 
administer  their  lands  for  their  benefit,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  will  apply  to  the  Government  to 
have  their  land  brought  under  the  Act.  The 
first  thing,  however,  is  to  convince  the  Native 
•owners  that  the  administration  of  the  land  will 
be  safe  in  the  hands  of  the*  Government.  I  am 
aware  that  at  the  present  moment  some  of  the 
Natives  are  not  prepared  to  bring  their  lands 
under  such  a  measure ;  but  I  am  certain  that 
4he  greater  number  of  the  Native  owners  of  the 
land  within  the  boundaries  prescribed  by  the 
Bill  are  willing,  and  indeed  are  most  fimzious, 
io  bring  their  lands  within  the  cofnpass  of  this 


measure.  I  have  received  a  communication 
from  the  Mayor  of  New  Plymouth  with  regard 
to  this  particular  subject,  in  which  he  expresses 
the  following  opinion :  **  that  it  is  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  the  Government  should 
take  immediate  steps  to  open  up  the  Mokau 
country,  as  the  Natives  are  willing  and  de- 
sirous tibat  such  should  be  done."  I  believe 
the  Natives  themselves  vrill  be  prepared  to 
accede  to  the  issuing  of  the  reclamation 
enabling  their  lands  to  be  brought  under  the 
operation  of  this  Act.  I  have  had  repeated 
communications  from  the  principal  chiefs  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  Wanganui  country, 
and  I  believe  that  a  large  portion  of  them 
will  be  anxious  to  place  their  lands  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  for  the  purpose 
of  admimstriGbtion  and  settlement.  I  am 
aware  that  there  is  a  difierence  of  opinion 
between  the  people  represented  by  Wi^anui 
and  the  people  residing  in  the  Lower  Wa- 
nganui country  on  this  particular  point;  but. 
I  feel  that  if  this  measure  is  passed  into  law 
it  will  give  the  Natives  confidence  in  having 
their  lands  brought  under  the  administration 
of  the  Government.  I  may  observe  that  this 
BiU  is  only  of  a  tentative  oharsMster.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  a  inore  comprehensive  measure 
wiU  have  to  be  introduced,  making  provision  for 
other  matters  than  those  included  in  this  BiU. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  next 
session  to  bring  down  such  a  measure.  It 
appears  to  me  that  we  have,  under  this  BiU, 
made  such  provision  as  will  meet  all  temporary 
wants.  We  have  given  to  the  Native  Land 
Court  full  power  to  give  effect  to  the  wishes  of 
the  owners  of  Native  lands  by  adjudicating 
upon  them  at  the  request  of  a  tribe,  or  a  hapu, 
or  a  single  Native ;  and  the  Court  vnll  have  fuU 
power  to  vest  the  land  in  a  tribe,  or  a  hapu,  or 
an  individual  Native.  The  Bill  provides  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Boaord  to  administer  these 
lands."  It  will  consist  of  a  Commissioner  a^ 
pointed  by  the  Governor,  and  of  assessors  nomi- 
nated by  him.  This  provision,  1-  may  say,  is 
only  of  a  provisional  nature,  for  I  consider 
that  any  Board  that  vrill  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Natives  must  consist  largely  of  members 
elected  by  the  Natives — persons  who  represent 
them  and  their  interests,  and  who  enjoy  their 
full  confidence.  I  am  sure  that,  after  tl^e 
statement  made  by  Wahanui,  the  Natives 
would  not  be  content  with  any  Board- other- 
wise constituted,  and  I  think  this  House  must 
be  prepared,' when  the  time  comes,  to  give 
to  them  extensive  powers  with  regard  to  the 
administration  of  the  land,  and  larger  powers  in 
the  election  of  members  of  the  Board.  It  is 
provided  in  this  Bill  that  half  the  proceeds  of 
the  land,  and  the  rents  derived  from  the  land, 
shall  be  handed  over  to  the  owners,  and  that 
not  more  than  half  the  gross  proceeds  shall  be 
retained  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  and 
surveys,  and  for  other  expenses  connected  with 
the  Court  and  with  the  administration  of  the 
land.  I  know  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  some 
Native?  that  we  have  taken  too  large  a  share  of 
their  property  for  the  administration  of  their 
lands:    They  say, "  Why  should  you  retain  one* 
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half  the  pioceeds  of  the  land?"  The  answer 
to  that  is,  '^  We  shall  spend  no  more  on  this  pur- 
pose than  is  absolutely  required,  and  what  is 
not  spent  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  Natives." 
It  must  be  remembered  that,  if  we  spend  a 
certain  amount  of  money  in  making  roads  and 
siirveymg  the  land,  the  land  will  be  enhanced 
in  value  in  proportion  to  that  expenditure. 
Perhaps  the  whole  of  the  Native  owners  may 
not  be  prepared  to  accede  to  this,  and  I  admit 
that  some  arrangement  might  be  ma>de  for  deal- 
ing with  the  owners  of  any  particular  block 
of  land.  It  does  seem  at  first  sight  too  large  a 
proportion  of  the  value  of  the  land,  and  some 
slight  modification  might  be  made  in  the  direc- 
tion I  have  indicated.  But,  if  we  spend  money 
in  opening  up  the  land  by  means  of  roads  and  by 
carrying  out  other  improvements,  the  land  will 
be  largely  enhanced  in  value,  and  the  Native 
owners  will  receive  the  benefit  in  the  increased 
price  that  will  be  obtained  for  the  land.  There 
IS  a  provision  in  the  Bill  with  regard  to  Native 
reserves,  and,  although  it  does  not  refer  par- 
ticularly to  the  country  over  which  Wahanui 
has  mana  or  jurisdiction,  yet  it  is  a  provision 
that  appears  to  me  to  be  required  at  the  present 
time,  and  we  consider  it  of  great  importance. 
I  have  found,  during  my  short  experience  of  the 
Native  Department,  that  there  are  reserves  all 
over  Uie  country,  some  of  which  have  restric- 
tions upon  them,  and  some  of  which  have  no 
restrictions  upon  them.  In  my  opinion  these 
reserves  are  in  process  of  being  alienated  from 
the  Native  people.  Day  after  day  applications 
come  in  to  the  Native  Department  from  people 
who  desire  to  have  the  restrictions  removed 
from  the  Maori  leuids,  and  they  come  in  with 
the  strongest  recommendations  from  officers 
of  the  department  in  the  various  distriQts,  to 
the  effect  that  the  restrictions  ought  to  be 
removed,  because  the  Natives  have  sufficient 
land  otherwise  to  live  upon.  I  say  that  the 
removal  of  these  restrictions  is  an  improper 
use  of  power,  and  ought  to  be  stopped  at 
once :  and,  with  the  exception  of  carrying  out 
previous  engagements,  I  have  determined,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  not  to  consent  to  the 
removal  of  any  more  restrictions  until  the 
Legislature  has  laid  down  some  definite  policy 
on  the  subject.  Those  who  are  desirous  of  ac- 
quiring these  reserves  are  not  always  content 
to  wait  until  the  restrictions  are  removed  before 
commencing  negotiations  for  obtaining  them. 
In  the  great  majority  of  instances  the  work  is 
done,  the  purchase  is  completed,  before  the  re- 
moval of  the  restrictions,  and  even  the  money 
has  been  paid ;  and  the  purchasers  wait  until  a 
favourable  moment  comes  when  they  can  bring 
sufficient  influence  or  pressure  to  bear  upon 
the  Government,  so  as  to  have  the  restrictions 
xemoved.  We  had  an  instance  here  yesterday 
of  a  reserve — a  most  valuable  reserve,  from  a 
mineral  point  of  view  —  consisting  of  ^9,000 
acres.  This  land  passed  into  the  hands  of  a 
private  individual  for  the  sum  of  £10,000.  I 
believe  that  reserve,  instead  of  being  worth  only 
£10,000,  is  worth  at  least  £100,000.  I  consider 
tiiat  a  gross  abuse — a  gross  wrong — ^has  taken 
l^lace  in  allowing  that  reserve  to  pass  into  the 
Mr,  BaXUmot 


hands  of  private  individuals.  I  am  net  nuki]i|( 
reflections  upon  our  predecessors;  I  am  only 
saying  that  the  power  of  dealing  with  this  land 
was  placed  in  uie  hands  of  one  man,  who  is 
responsible  to  no  one,  who  is  responsible  n«t 
even  to  the  Government  of  the  day — in  tl» 
hands  of  the  Native  Lands  Frauds  Commis- 
sioner. He  has  large  powers  conferred  upoa 
him.  He  has  the  privilege  and  the  legal  z^t 
of  transferring  property  of  that  kind  from  the 
hands  of  the  Natives  to  private  individnalst 
without  competition,  without  the  public  know- 
ing anything  about  it.  I  do  maintain  thftt 
there  ought  to  be  a  power  in  some  Act  to  enabls 
the  Government,  where  they  see  that  it  is  not 
desirable  or  judicious  to  acquire  the  land  f« 
the  colony,  to  forbid  its  alienation,  and  bats 
it  from  spoliation,  and  from  passing  into  the 
hands  of  private  individuals.  In  this  particu- 
lar case,  the  Natives  were  desirous  of  selling 
the  land,  and  the  County  Council  desired  the 
Government  to  purchase  it.  The  Goveimoeirt 
did  not  desire  to  purchase  it,  because  it  was 
represented  as  not  being  fit  for  settltmoit, 
although  the  land  was  rich  in  minerals,  rich 
in  harbours,  and  rich  in  other  respects.  The 
land  was  open  to  private  negotiations,  whicb 
were  commenced.  The  Native  Lands  Frauds 
Commissioner's  consent  being  required,  I  sap- 
pose  the  necessary  amount  of  pressure  was 
brought  to  bear,  and  his  assent  was  givezu 
I  maintain  that  abuses  of  this  chaneter 
ought  not  to  be  possible,  and  that  we  shouM 
prevent  them.  There  is  a  feature  in  tbs 
Bill  with  regard  to  which  I  am  doubtful  aa- 
to  whether  we  should  adopt  such  a  policy  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  a  power  to  enable  the 
Government  to  advance  money  to  Natives  who* 
may  be  desirous  of  selling  their  land,  and  ^ns 
enable  them  to  bring  it  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  this  Act.  A  provision  of  a  similar  chazac- 
ter  was  included  in  the  Act  of  1880.  I  am 
somewhat  doubtful  as  to  the  expediency  df 
adopting  such  a  provision  at  present.  I  do  not 
care  about  large  powers  bemg  vested  in  the 
Governor  in  Council.  We  have  in  this  meaBiin» 
to  my  mind,  an  extremely  useful  provision  for 
enabling  the  Native  lands  to  be  administeied, 
and  which  might,  with  benefit,  be  brou^^t  into^ 
force  in  the  district  described  in  this  B^,  and 
other  districts  outside  its  boundary.  There  ds» 
two  opposing  principles  at  work  in  the  colony 
with  regard  to  the  administration  of  Native 
lands.  The  one  principle  is  represented  by 
what  I  may  call  the  free-traders  in  Natiw 
lands — ^people  who  are  well  vexsed  in  Natifs- 
customs,  who  know  the  Native  language,  and 
who  are,  in  fact,  familiar  with  Native  usages. 
They  are  exceedingly  desirous  of  having  what 
is  called  power  of  individualization — they  wisk 
to  give  the  Court  the  largest  power  of  cnttng: 
out  individual  rights.  Not  only  that,  but  they- 
would  allow  European  lessees  to  deal  with  the 
owners  —  the  Native  lessors  —  individually* 
thus  enabling  the  Europeans  to  purchase  small 
pieces  of  a  block  of  land  from  particular  fOr- 
dividuals,  until  gradually  they  mall  have  a^ 
quired  the  freehold  of  the  whole  block.  If  the 
object  in  view  is  simply  to  alienate  lands  intk 
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the  Natives  and  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
private  individuals,  allowing  them  to  be  held 
under  Crown  grant  just  as  land  is  held  which 
-Jos  been  alienated  from  the  Grown,  I  believe 
that  no  better  plan  than  that  could  possibly  be 
adopted.  It  seems  to  me  that,  if  we  are  to  get 
tiie  lands  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Native 
holders,  we  must  give  the  Native  Land  Court 
lazge  powers  of  cutting  out  individual  rights 
and  ascertaining  individual  titles.  But  whether 
this  is  good  policy  is  entirely  a  different  matter. 
I  think  that  policy  is  connected  with  a  great 
deal  that  is  wrong  in  our  dealings  with  the 
Native  people.  Our  object  is  not  to  divide  and 
conquer;  our  object  is  not  to  wrest  from  the 
Natives  their  land  without  their  full  and  in- 
telligent consent,  but  rather  to  enable  thezQ 
to  consider  the  matter  fully  and  clearly,  and 
with  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances,  and 
then  enable  them  to  deal  with  their  land  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of 
private  dealers  and  speculators.  I  now  come 
to  the  opposite  principle,  which  is  urged  by  the 
advocates  of  what  is  called  the  **  tribal  "  policy. 
That  is  the  principle  advocated  by  those  who 
wish  to  see  large  powers  vested  in  the  tribe. 
They  contend  that  tribes  or  hapus  should  be 
incorporated — they  even  go  so  far  as  to  say 
that  the  owners  of  a  particular  piece  of  land 
should  have  the  opportunity  of  being  incorpo- 
rated, and  that,  as  a  corporation,  the  tribe  or 
hapu,  .or  the  owners  of  a  particular  piece  of 
land,  should  have  the  power  of  dealing  with 
the  land.  I  think  that  these  people  are  going 
in  the  right  direction,  at  any  rate  from  the 
Native  point  of  view.  I  find,  from  conversation 
with  the  most  intelligent  Natives,  that  they 
are  very  anxious  to  have  this  power  of  dealing 
with  their  lands ;  and  I  approve  of  the  principle, 
for  this  reason:  that  it  remits  to  the  imited 
intelligence  of  the  tribe  in  council  the  power 
of  determining  what  ought  to  be  done  with 
the  land ;  and  this  consensus  of  the  opinion 
of  the  tribe  or  hapu  is  more  likely  to  bo  right 
and  soimd  than  ab  expression  of  opinion  by 
an  individual  chief,  no  matter  how  able  a 
man  he  may  be.  Ah  expression  of  opinion 
made  by  an  individual  Native  as  to  what 
ought  to  be  done  with  the  land  must,  it  ap- 
i  pears  to  me,  be  less  valuable,  because  he  is  or 
I  may  be  taken  in  his  weakest  moment.  He  is 
i  put  in  a  most  unfavourable  situation  for  ex- 
,  pressing  a  calm,  clear,  and  deliberate  judg- 
I  ment ;  and  we  should  not  encourage  a  system 
under  which  those  who  have  the  power  of 
alienating  the  property  of  others  as  well  as 
their  own  may  be  placed  in  a  situation  where 
they  will  be  liable  to  temptation,  and  may  be 
wrongly  persuaded  to  alienate  and  p£urt  with 
the  property.  I  will  say  this,  however :  that 
no  particular  proposal  has  yet  been  made  by 
dther  of  these  two  classes  of  advocates  with 
tegard  to  the  administi;iation  of  Native  land 
which,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  adopted  in  its 
entirety ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  tl^ 
policy  of  the  advocates  of  tribal  rights  ap- 
moximates  far  more  closely  to  sound  policy 
wan  anything  which  has  been  brought  forward 
}>y  the  advocates   of   the  opposite  principle. 


Then  I  come  to  the  question  of  the  Native : 
Land  Court.    Wahonui,  in  his  speech,  referred; 
to  the  Native  Land  Court  in  a  manner  which  i 
implied  a  want  of  confidence  in  it ;  and  I  must . 
say  I   have  observed   that  the  Native  Land 
Court  has  not  given  satisfaction  to  the  Native 
people.    But  it  must  be  remembered  that  no  > 
Court,  however  constituted,  can  be  expected  to  • 
give  complete  satisfaction  to  the  Native  people. 
There  are,  of  course,  two  parties  to  every  suit. 
Each  party  comes  before  the  Court  with  the 
conviction  that  he  has  justice  on  his  side,  and  .■ 
the  losing  party  must  always  feel  keenly  dis- 
satisfied with    the    judgment    of    the    Court. 
Again,  no  European  tribunal  adjudicating  in. 
reference  to  the  ownership  of  Native  property 
can  ever  be  entirely  successful,  because,  accord- 
ing to  Native  custom,  there  never  has  been  in . 
the  past  individual  right  to  property  in  the  sense 
in  which  we  understand  it.    The  customs  of  the 
Natives  of  this  colony,   like  the  customs  of 
all  primitive  people,  are  socialistic  and  com- 
munistic.   They  hold  land   in  common,   and 
any    Court    which   does    not   recognize   Iheir- 
socialistic  customs  would  fail  to  give .  satis- 
faction to  the  Natives.      If  you  go  on  to  a . 
block  of  land  and  ask  the  people  Uving  on  it. 
who  are  the  owners,  tiie  first  man  you  meet, . 
however  small  or  insignificant  a  man  he  may 
be  in  the  tribe  or  hapu,  will  tell  you,  "  This  is 
my  country ;  I  have  been  living  here  so  long." ' 
But  he  does  not  lay  claim  to  the  territory  by 
any  individual  right;  he  does  not  set  up  any 
exclusive  right ;    but  he  claims  as  one  of  a 
number  who  are  interested  in  the  land   ac- 
cording to  Native  custom:   and  if  you   met., 
another  claimant,  and  if  the  question  were  put 
to  him,  you  would  get  the  same  answer  f]x>m. 
him,  and  he  would  not  at  all  characterize  the 
claims  of  the  other  man  as  absurd.    So  I  say 
that,  in  dealing  with  this  question,  we  must 
remember  that  we  cannot  expect  to  please  the 
Natives  absolutely,  and  we  should  make  large 
allowances  for  the  difficulties  which  the  Cor^ 
has  to  •encounter.    I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
the  Court  has  given  satisfaction,  but  I  do  not 
agree  that  it  hsbs  broken  down.    I  freely  admit 
that  it  has  not  given  satisfaction  to  the  Native 
people ;  but  I  think,  vrith  a  few  amendments 
in  the  present  law,  it  would  be  the  best  tribunal 
that  we  could  have  at  the  present  time.    It  is 
supposed  by  a  number  of  people  who  are  well 
versed  in  this  question  that,  if  the  Natives  had 
power   to    appoint    committees  to  determine 
titles,  those  conmiittees  would  be  far  more 
likely  to  arrive 'at  a  sound  conclusion  as  toi 
the  real  facts  in  connection  with  claims  than 
the  Native  Land  Court.    There  is  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  for  that,  and  a  good  deal  to  be  said 
on  the  other  side,  because  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  any  committee,  however  appointed, 
must  be  connected  with  people  who  have  con- 
flicting interests  before  the  Court,  and  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  have  a  committee  so  con- 
stituted that  the  rights  of  a  minority,  having 
perhaps  but  a  small  voice  in  the  election  of 
the  committee,  would  be  fairly  considered.    It 
seems  to  me  that  we  must  preserve,  in  connect 
tion  with  this  Native  Land  Court,  the  pzin- 
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ciples  which,  guide  our  English  jurispradence. 
We  must  have  a  Court  above  suspicion,  and  a 
Court  bringing  to  the  perforinance  of  its  duties 
a  large  knowledge  of  tne  customs  and  habits  of 
the  people;  and  that  Court  must  be  entirely 
above,  intimidation    on    the    one    hand,   and 
bribeiy  on  the  other.    I  do  not  think  that  the 
Native  Land  Court  has  broken  down,  and  I 
believe  it  can  be  used  veiy  beneficially  as  an 
instrument   for   the   determination   of    title, 
whether  the  title  to  be  ascertained  is  th^it  of 
individual  right,  or  hapu  or  tribal  right.    And 
therefore  I  think  that  the  Court  is  an  institu- 
tion that  must  remain  amongst  us  as  long  as 
Native  title  requires  to  be  ascertained.  As  to  the 
Native  Committees,  I  think  that,  with  slightly 
larger  powers  than  they  have,  theyjmight  per- 
form some  very  useful  functions.    They  might 
act   as   a  Court  of   first    Instance,   allowing 
the  Native  Land  Court  to  act  as  a  Court  of 
Appeal.      That,  I  think,  is  the  direction  in 
which  our  legislation  should  point.     Having 
gone  through  most  of  the  features  of  the  Bill, 
I  might  refer  to  the  land  contained  in  the 
schedule;  and  I  will  givie  the  House  a  few 
figures    showing  exactly  the  position  of    the 
lands.      There   are   about   four  million  acres 
affected.    We  have  already  prohibited  private 
persons  dealing  with  that  land,  with  the  con- 
sent not  only  of  the  people  living  in  that  ter- 
ritory, but  we  have  tbe  consent  of  Wahanui, 
Kemp,  and  the  Natives  in  the  lower  part  of 
Wanganui.    As  tar  as  I  son  aware,  we  have  the 
consent  of  the  great  body  of  the  Native  people. 
The  following  statement  shows  the  position  of 
.  affairs  in  regard  to  the  land : — 

(  Acres. 

Lands  sold  by  Natives  to   Euro- 
peans ..  ..  ..  11,166 

Lcmds  proclaimed  under  negotiation 

of  purchase  by  the  Government  780,628 

Lands  still  held  by  the  Natives    . .  10,000 

Lands  leased  by  the  Government . .        129 ,  148 
Crown  lands      ..  ..  ..        JL31,072 

Lakes 96,266 

-  Lands  held  by  Natives  over  which 
the  Native  title  has  not  been  in- 
vestigated by  the  Native  Land 
Court  ..  ..  ..     3,519,916 


Total  area  within  schedule       4 ,  628 ,  185 


Area  within  belt  2  chains  wide  along 

central  route  ..  ..  8,360 

That  is  the  whole  of  the  land  in  this  territory. 
Some  is  already  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  can  be  dealt  with  under  the  land 
laws  of  the  colony.  Some  of  the  land  has  been 
leased  by  the  Gfovemment  from  the  Natives, 
and  has  been  re-leased  again  to  Europeans ; 
some  of  the  land  is  still  under  negotiation; 
but  the  great  bulk  is  land  which  has  not  been 
dealt  with,  and  has  not  passed  through  the 
Native  Land  Court.  It  has  been  said  that, 
•were  we  to  urge  the  Natives,  we  might  receive 
'large  concessions  of  land  from  them  as  a  recog- 
"nition  of  the  value  given  to  tiieir  land  by  the 
railway.  Of  course  it  may  be  that  they  will 
take  tiiat  view,  and  it  would  be  a  generous 
Mr,  Ballance 


thing  on  their  part  to  do  so,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would   be   ready  to  meet  them   with 
thanks  for  their  liberality;   bat  anything  in 
the  nature  of  coercion,  anything  in  the  na- 
ture of  force,  I  utterly  disclaim.    We  have  no 
more  right  to  use  coercion  directly  or  indirectly 
to  secure  concessions  from  the  Natives  in  re- 
spect of  their  lands  than  we  have  in  the  caie 
of  Europeans,  and  any  concession  on  the  port  of 
the  Natives  must  be  voluntary  and  of  their 
own  accord.    The  matter  will  be  put  to  them, 
but  these  sentiments  will  at  the  same  time  be 
expressed.  With  regard  to  the  land  required  ioi 
the  railway-line,  3,860  acres,  from  conversatioDS 
I  have  had  with  Natives  who  have  the  laigest 
influence  and  power  in  that  country,  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  Natives  will  at  once  come 
forward  and  offer  to  us  the  whole  of  the  land 
required  for  the  line  of  the  railway.    Wahanui 
has  expressed  himself  in  that  direction;  to 
have  many  of  the  Natives  in  the  Lower  Wa- 
nganui district :    and  I  therefore  think  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  reasonable 
amount  of  land  for  the  site  of  the  railway.   I 
have  now  gone  through  the  main  principles  of 
the  measure,  and  explained  our  object.  .  I  re- 
cognize, and  recognize  at  once,  the  strong  disin- 
clination on  the  part  of  Wahanui  and  tibe  people 
who  recognize  him  as  their  counsellor  and  guide 
to  accept  this  measure,  except  so  far  as  thepio- 
hibition  clauses  are  concerned,  until  they  ham 
had  an  opportunity  of  discussing  its  principles 
among  themselves.   I  can  understand  that  Wa- 
hanui's  great  influence  would  be  much  lessened 
amongst  his  people  if  we  were   to  pass  lam 
which  had  not  been  considered  by  them,  and 
which  had  not  been  talked  over  amongst  them. 
Now,  I  think  that  that  is  a  feeling  which  we 
should  very  largely  take  into  Cbccoont,  and  should 
recognize  as  a  powerful  factor  in  the  future  in 
dealing  with  this  territory.    I  feel  assured  that 
the  system  proposed  by  this  measure,  and  its 
machinery,  are  the  means  best  adapted  for  se- 
curing to  the  Natives  the  best  price  for  their 
land,  and  its  right  administration ;  bnt,  while 
I  feel  that,  I  at  the  same  time  recognize  that 
it  might  be  better  if  the  machinery  part  of 
the  Bill  were  allowed  to  remain  over  tul  next 
session,  when  a  complete  measure   may  be 
brought  down ;  and  I  propose  on  the  present 
occasion  to  ask  the  House  to  do  no  more  than 
read  this  Bill  a  second  time,  vrith  the  object,  in 
Committee,  o'f  striking  out  the  clauses  which 
provide  the  machinery  for  dealing  with  the 
land.    We  propose  to  confine  the  Bill  to  the 
prohibition  clauses,  ajid  to  defer  tiie  provisions 
dealing  with  land  administration  till  next  ses- 
sion.   The  schedule  of  the  Bill  will  stand,  and 
the  prohibition  clauses  will  remain,  or,  rather^ 
we  shaJl  propose  to  put  them  in  a  more  com- 
plete form  than  as  they  now  stand.    I  there- 
fore  propose    to    take    the    second  reading 
to-day,  if  the  House-  will  permit  it,  and  on 
Tuesday  to    bring  down  clauses   which  will 
better  effect  the  main  object  of  the  BilL   I 
will  conclude  by  remarking  that  in  my  opinion 
the  Native  people  are  inclined  to  repose  a  laige 
amount  of  confidence  in  the  Government,  and 
that  confidence  can  only  be  retained  if  in  ov 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  I 


1881.] 


Native  Lands 


[HOUSE.] 


Settlement  Bill. 


317? 


dealings  inth  the  Native  people  we  act  openly 
Bad  stiaightforwardly,  and  uiow  no  desire  to 

Siye  them  of  their  rights,  or  to  impair  those 
ts;  and  that  is  the  principle  on  which  I 
intend  to  act  as  long  as  I  may  remain  at  the 
head  of  the  department.  I  helieve  we  enjoy 
fcheir  confidence,  and  I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  the  state  of  affairs  prevailing  throughout 
New  Zeidand  with  regara  to  the  Natives  has 
been  contributed  to  by  the  policy  of  my  pre- 
decessor. It  was  a  policy  which  I  did  not  alto- 
gether agree  with ;  I  dissdnt  from  it  in  many 
matters  of  detail :  but,  on  the  whole,  it  was  a 
policy  in  my  opinion  calculated  to  secure  the 
confidence  of  tne  Native  people  generally.  I 
thought  ^at  policy  harsh,  in  many  respects; 
hot,  if  there  was  one  thing  the  Natives  were 
made  clearly  to  understand,  it  was  this :  that 
tiie  will,  at  any  rate,  of  the  Government  was 
mflezible,  that  it  was  their  intention  to  act 
gtiaightforwardly,  and  that  they  had  no  desire 
to  do  wrong  to  the  Native  people  with  regard  to 
their  lands.  But  I  believe  that  the  policy  of 
the  future  should  difier  from  the  policy  of  the 
past  in  this  respect:  that  it  should  be  a  policy 
of  settlement  of  their  country.  That  is  the 
main  question.  The  Natives  have  arrived  at 
the  point  at  which  they  are  able  to  see  that  it 
is,  in  their  own  interest,  highly  desirable  that 
their  land  should  be  thrown  open,  and  that 
they  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  its  occupation. 
I  believe  now,  if  we  take  them  into  our  con- 
fidence, and  show  them  that  the  object  of  our 
adminiscration  and  the  object  of  every  piece  of 
legislation  we  pass  affecting  their  lands,  which 
are  dea«rer  to  them  than  anything  else  in  the 
world,  is  to  deal  with  them  fairly  and  justly,  we 
shall  have  them  co-operating  with  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  administration  of  their  lands,  and 
that  before  many  years  are  over  we  shall  see. not 
only  railways,  but  settlement,  spread  through 
their  country  from  one  end  to  the  other,  con- 
tributing lately  to  their  own  welfare  and  to 
the  stability  and  prosperity  of  the  colony. 

Colonel  FRASKB. — I  desire  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion, before  the  debate  is  ]proceeded  with. 
What  do  you  propose  to  do  with  those  people 
who  now  hold  leases  from  the  Natives,  and  have 
had  the  land  surveyed  and  have  occupied  it? 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Anything  we  do  will  not 
in  the  slightest  degree  prejudice  existing  legeJ 
rights.  Those  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
future.  I  should  be  the  last  to  propose  any 
measure  calculated  to  take  away  from  any  one 
legal  lights  to  which  he  was  entitled. 

Mr.  PERE. — I  wish  to  speak  with  regard  to 
the  measure  now  before  the  House.  I  wish  to 
speak  the  more  because  it  is  a  matter  which 
flifects  the  Native  people  very  deeply.  I  wish 
to  show  this  House  the  ideas  the  Maoris  have 
on  this  subject.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  Natives 
that  a  just  law  should  now  bo  passed.  During 
past  years  all  legislation  with  respect  to  the 
Natives  has  been  carried  out  by  Europeans 
only.  The  result  of  these  laws  has  been  that 
all  Native  lands  have  passed  away.  Now,  with 
regard  to  the  measure  brought  in  by  the  Native 
Minister,  I  object  to  some,  of  the  provisions, 
aid  think  they  should  be  struck  out.    Although 


the  Europeans  may  consider  these  provisions 
good,  still  the  Maoris  think  otherwise.  The 
reason  of  that  is  perhaps  that  the^  are  not- 
acquainted  with  the  law.  One  objection  is 
that  there  are  many  previous  Acts  incorporated 
in  this  measure,  and  it  may  be  that  many 
obnoxious  or  stringent  measures  will  be  in- 
corporated with  the  one  now  before  the  House» 
The  Maoris'  idea  with  regard  to  matters  affect- 
ing this  land  is  as  follows :  that  a  new  Native 
land  law  should  be  passed.  The  present  laws 
with  regard  to  the  Native  Land  Court  are 
not  satisfactory  to  the  Natives.  I  will  give 
one  instance.  When  the  sittings  of  a  Land 
Court  are  appointed,  the  Court  opens,  and 
the  N&tives  assemble  before  the  Court;  the 
claimants  are  asked  to  state  their  case,  and 
they  do  so,  giving  all  the  grounds  of  their 
claim,  whether  by  ancestry,  by  conquest,  or 
otherwise.  After  that  is  done  the  counter- 
claimants  make  their  plans  accordingly,  and 
decide  what  evidence  they  shall  offer  in  sup- 
port of  their  respective  claims.  Another  thing 
that  is  done  is  to  place  several  hundred  per- 
sons in  a  certificate  of  title.  The  result  is, 
the  land  is  locked  up  and  cannot  be  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  who  own  it.  They 
cannot  make  the  same  good  use  of  it  as  the 
Europeans  make  of  their  own  lands.  That  is 
why  the  Maori  people  think  that  some  new 
and  better  laws  should  hereafter  be  devised, 
under  which  the  whole  of  the  lands  mentioned 
in  the  Bill  before  the  House  could  be  adminis- 
tered, together  with  other  Native  lands.  That, 
is  the  first  thing  to  be  considered  during,  the 
rece&s.  Another  matter  to  be  considered  is 
the  appointment  of  Native  Committees  to  ad- 
minister their  own  lands.  The  decisions  of 
a  Committee  would  have  no  effect  unless  they 
were  indorsed  by  the  owners  of  the  soil.  They 
could  only  be  confirmed  by  the  owners.  Of 
course  this  Committee  is  composed  of  owners- 
of  the  land.  By  this  means  the  authority  over 
the  lands  would  be  retained  by  the  owners^ 
and  the  bulk  of  the  people  would  direct  the 
Committee  as  to  what  should  be  done.  Power 
should  also  be  taken  to  give  the  Natives  au- 
thority to  provide  Land  Boards  to  administer 
the  lands,  such  Boards  to  consist  of  thie& 
members  each,  the  Natives  to  select  two  and 
the  Government  to  nominate  one.  The  Go- 
vernment would  then  be  in  a  position  to  assist 
the  Natives  in  doing  what  was  best  in  regard 
to  the  land.  The  Maoris  will  never  consent 
to  the  Government  having  absolute  control  to 
sell  or  lease  it  without  the  consent  of  the 
Natives  being  first  obtained.  The  Maoris 
will  not  place  that  power  even  in  the  hands 
of  their  own  Committees.  They  will  not 
consent  to  a  Board .  going  so  far  as  that ;. 
but  it  is  for  the  bulk  of  the  people  to  decide 
whether  the  land  is  to  be  sold  or  not.  The 
duty  of  the  Committee  would  simply  bo  to 
carry  out  the  wish  of  the  bulk  of  the  people^ 
The  Committee  would  be  able  to  advise  the 
respective  Boards  what  should  be  done.  If  the 
land  were  administered  after  this  fashion,  it 
would  be  well:  then  the  selling  of  land  by 
individuals  would  be  done  away  with  abso- 
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i  lately.  I  think  the  only  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment that  could  be  devised  at  present  affecting 
Wahanui's  land  would  be,  first,  to  stop  the 
Court ;  secondly,  to  stop  the  surveys,  and  also 
the  selling  and  leasing.  That  is  all  that 
should  be  done  at  present;  but  afterwards^ 
when  a  good  law  has  been  passed — that  is,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Native  people — then  it  will 
be  time  to  go  further.  Do  not  let  the  Govern- 
ment pass  any  measure  thdt  the  Government 

.  alone  would  devise ;  let  that  be  done  jointly 
by  the  Government  and  the  Natives.  Let  the 
Government    consult    with    the    Maori    land- 

'  owners,  and  devise  a  law  which  the  Native 
Minister  could  bring  to  this  House  -for  confir- 
mation.    This  House  will  then  be  able  to  give 

■  effect  to  it.  Do  not  let  this  House,  when  that 
law  is  brought  before  it,  alter  it  by  various 

*  amendments,  and  destroy  its  effect;  for  this 
reason:  that  this  will  be  the  first  time  that 
the  experiment  has  been  made  of  allowing  the 
Natives  to  make  their  own  laws.    This  House 

■  should  reflect  that  the  Europeans  have  obtained 
at  least  thirty  million  acres  of  this  countrj'; 
and  they  ought  to  bo  satisfied  with  that  land 
for  the  present,  and  leave  the  remamder  of 
the  land  that  still  bcloncjs  to  the  Natives  to  be 
administered  by  the  Natives ;  so  that,  if  there 
is  trouble,  the  trouble  that  results  hereafter 
will  not  be  the  fault  of  the  Government  or  of 
this  House,  but  it  will  bo  broiiglit  on  by  the  Na- 
tives. I  think  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Hon. 
the  Native  Minister  should  only  prevent  the 
leasing  and  selling  of  land  in  the  King  coun- 
try at  present.  Let  it  be  altered.  I  would 
ask  that  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  be 
delayed  until  next  Tuesday,  so  that  certain 
alterations  may  be  made  in  it — so  thac  Waha- 
nui  may  be  consulted,  and  effect  given  to  his 
wishes  by  new  clauses.  If  the  Bill  is  allowed 
to  pass  in  its  present  form,  great  fear  will  come 
upon  the  Natives  within  Waiianui's  district, 
and  I  think  that  it  will  do  more  harm  than 
good;  it  will  only  cause  delay  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  land.  But  if,  on  tlie  contrary,  this 
measure  carries  out  Wahanui's  wishes,  then 
the  Government  will  have  his  support,  and 
the  land  will  speedily  be  placed  on  a  satis- 
factory basis.  It  should  bo  considered  that 
the  land  in  Wahanui's  district  is  in  a  different 
position  from  other  Native  lands  in  various 
parts  of  New  Zealand.  I  hardly  get  hold  of 
what  the  Native  Minister  said  with  regard  to 
the  removal  of  restrictions  from  Native  lands. 
I  think,  as  he  does,  that  the  Natives  are  in  a 
destitute  position  —  they  are  in  an  unhappy 
position  at  present.  I  will  also  uphold  another 
thing  that  the  Native  ^Minister  has  said — not  to 
use  coercion  with  the  Natives.  Let  him  carry 
out  that  spirit  in  his  Bill.  I  approve  of  these 
words  of  his  ;  let  him  give  effect  to  them  in 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  It  should  be 
considered  that  the  Natives  in  various  parts  of 
New  Zealand  are  in  jjroat  trouble.  I  earnestly 
ask  and  hope  that  all  the  present  evil  will  be 
done  away  with.  I  do  jiot  think  this  House 
should  pass  the  Bill  in  its  present  state.  1 
think  it  should  be  altered.  If  it  passes  in  its 
present  shape,  badly-dispt»«jd  Europeans  will 

Mr.  Perc 


ask  and  will  persuade  different  Natives  to 
have  the  Act  brought  into  force  in  their  re- 
spective districts.  I,  together  with  the  people 
in  my  district,  are  quite  content  that  the 
Government  should  help  us  to  carry  out  our 
wishes  with  respect  to  the  land:  we  have 
confidence  in  the  Government  to  that  extent ; 
but  the  first  arrangement  should  rest  with  the 
Natives.  The  reason  I  ask  this  is  that  Eu- 
ropeans are  a  far-seeing  race ;  and  it  is  not 
as  if  one  Ministry  always  remained  in  power: 
there  are  constant  changes  in  the  Ministry, 
and,  consequently,  constant  changes  in  the 
law.  The  next  Minister  may  perhaps  alter 
the  whole  state  of  the  law.  That  is  why  I 
say  that  the  authority  over  the  land  should 
remain  with  the  Natives  absolutely ;  and  the 
whole  of  the  administration  of  the  land  should 
bo  based  upon  the  consent  of  the  Maoris,  in 
the  first  place.  I  approve  of  what  the  Na- 
tive Minister  has  said  with  regard  to  leaving 
the  machinery  pejrt  of  this  Bill  to  stand  over 
till  next  session;  but  let  the  Bill  be  adopted 
to  some  extent,  to  prevent  trouble  upon  the 
land  in  the  meantime.  This  should  be  done, 
because  people  are  now  endeavouring  to  buy  cer- 
tain lands  in  one  particular  district,  and  they 
have  applied  for  a  sitting  of  the  Native  Land 
Court.  When  the  late  Native  Minister  and  my- 
self were  at  Whatiwhatihoe  some  time  ago,  he 
then  prevented  certain  sur\'eys  and  plans  being 
made.  This  is  why  I  consider  steps  should 
be  taken  immediately  to  consider  Wahanui's 
representations  to  this  House.  His  request 
in  coming  to  this  House  is  this :  He  says  to 
the  Government,  '*  Keep  back  your  dogs  from 
coming  and  killing  my  sheep."  He  means 
by  this  that  the  Government  should  restrain 
those  Europeans  who  desire  to  go  on  to  his 
country  and  cause  trouble.  Walianui  knows 
that  he  is  powerless  of  himself  to  prevent 
these  Europeans  from  going  through  his  coun- 
try. If  Wahanui  were  to  take  upon  himself  to 
stop  these  people  from  going  through,  the  Na- 
tive ^linister,  on  the  other  hand,  would  be 
strenuous  in  telling  them  to  go  on.  I  have 
thought  fully  of  what  Wahanui  has  said,  and  I 
think  the  ^linister  should  take  steps  to  prevent 
those  evils  complained  of  being  brought  upon 
that  district.  Let  a  fence  be  placed  round  his 
land,  and,  if  the  gate  is  to  be  opened  to  let  any 
one  in  upon  the  land,  let  it  be  done  by  the 
owner  of  the  soil :  let  him  open  the  gate  himself. 
To  recapitulate  what  I  have  said :  first,  the 
Native  Land  Court;  secondly,  the  Committee 
to  administer  the  various  blocks ;  thirdly,  ex- 
perienced and  trustworthy  persons  to  administer 
the  Native  lands,  and  certain  other  measures 
to  encourage  tlie  Natives  to  make  good  use  of 
their  lands,  to  encourage  them  to  be  prosperous 
like  the  Europeans,  so  that  they  may  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  tlie  Europeans,  because  the 
cause  of  prosperity  amongst  the  Europeans  is 
the  various  combinations  that  at  present  exist 
amongst  them  :  that  is  the  true  cause  of  their 
prosperity.  Do  not  let  the  Government  take  to 
itself  altogether  the  authority  over  the  Native 
lands  ;  let  the  Government  be  content  with  the 
taxes  and  the  revenues  raised  from  those  lands. 
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ieoording  to  the  old  Native  custom,  the  chiefs 
Rented  iJl  the  benefit  from  the  laoid  :  that  is 
to  saj,  the  people  paid  tribute  to  their  chiefs 
by  giving  tnem  the  fruits  of  the  soil.  The 
iatoiesB  of  ^e  land  went  to  the  chiefs.  Now 
all  the  fatness  is  taken  by  the  Government, 
and  it  goes  to  the  Queen.  I  think  the  Euro- 
peans should  be  satisfied  with  that,  and  leave 
to  the  Native  Committees  to  say  what  shall  be 
done  in  the  way  of  settling  the  land  by  put- 
ting Europeans  on  it.  Of  course  the  Govern- 
ment should  have  some  voice  in  that  matter 
also;  but  the  greatest  part  of  the  administra- 
tion should  rest  with  the  Natives.  Look  at 
the  great  power  which  has  been  placed  in  the 
han&  of  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Native  Land 
Oeort.  He  is  the  sole  arbiter  whether  a  claim 
to  the  land  is  to  be  reheard  or  not,  and  great 
tionble  has  come  on  various  Natives  in  conse- 
qsence.  Look  at  the  number  of  petitions  that 
hkfe  come  before  the  Native  Afiairs  Committee 
in  consequence,  asking  for  a  rehearing.  Now,  I 
am  &  member  of  that  Conmiittee,  and  I  find 
that  the  Committee  has  no  power  in  the  mat- 
ter at  all.  The  whole  of  the  power  rests  with 
,  ibe  Chief  Judge,  and  the  result  is  that  great 
evfls  have  come  upon  the  Native  people.  It  is 
hardly  to  be  expected  that,  if  the  Chief  Judge 
hears  a  claim  in  the  first  instance,  a  rehearing 
will  be  granted.  So,  also,  if  the  whole  of  the 
power  rested  with  the  Government,  and  they 
codd  sell  or  lease  or  dispose  of  Native  lands 
without  consulting  the  Natives,  the  result 
woald  be  that  great  trouble  would  come  upon 
the  Natives.  It  might  be  that  one  Government 
would  carry  out  the  administration  of  Native 
laxkds  satisfactorily,  and  that  another  might  do 
just  the  reverse.  When  the  Natives  go  to 
tonplain  of  the  wrong  which  has  been  done  to 
ihem,  the  Europeans  just  whistle  and  walk 
away.  Now,  if  the  Native  chiefs  were  in 
mthority  over  the  land,  there  they  would 
femain  from  their  birth  imtil  their  death — 
(here  would  be  no  change ;  so  that,  if  any  of 
those  chiefs  did  wrong,  such  pressure  would  be 
bmught  to  bear  upon  them  that  they  would 
die  from  very  shame.  It  is  quite  different  with 
Europeans :  they  do  not  feel  shame.  They 
forget  all  about  it.  They  are  like  stone  images 
— I3ie  blush  is  never  to  be  seen  on  their  faces. 
Their  love  is  all  outside  ;  but  their  hearts  are 
hearts  of  stone.  Their  words  are  pleasant  to 
the  face ;  but  they  turn  away  and  forget  all 
about  what  they  have  said.  They  sometimes 
say,  ^*  We  will  do  everything  that  is  good  for 
you  ;*'  and  then  somebody  else  comes  to  speak 
to  them,  and  they  forget  all  about  it.  I  beg  of 
the  House  to  remember  that  they  have  had  all 
the  voice  in  the  past ;  and  what  remains  in  the 
future,  leave  to  us  Maoris.  If  our  wishes  are 
given  effect  to,  then  prosperity  will  come  upon 
us.  If  prosperity  comes  upon  the  Maoris  I 
'Will  not  say  that  it  is  only  the  Government 
who  have  caused  it,  but  I  will  thank  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  the  House  for  it,  and 
wrill  say  that  it  is  owing  to  their  efforts.  I 
think  a  great  matter  in  this  House  is  voting. 
Everything  is  carried  by  the  majority,  whether 
itris  a  good  law  or  a  bad  law,    That  is  qui>^ 


different  from  the  Maori  ideas.  That  is 
European  institution ;  the  Maoris  do  not  ap- 
prove of  it,  for  it  is  not  a  good  arrangement  at 
all.  But,  if  a  good  law  is  now  passed,  I  will 
thank  the  House  that  now  for  the  first  time  light 
has  been  thrown  on  the  Maori  people.  Then 
I  shall  think  that  the  efforts  of  this  House  are 
directed  to  relieving  the  weak  and  suffering. 
That  will  be  like  affording  relief  to  hospitals 
and  charitable  institutions.  Former  laws  we 
can  only  compare  to  the  work  of  a  doctor  who 
performs  certain  operations  to  find  out  what  is 
wrong  with  a  patient,  and  causes  great  pain  in 
doing  so.  I  have  spoken  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  before  .the  House  relating  to  the  pre- 
serving of  the  lands  owned  by  Wahanui. 

Mr.  TE  AO. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  much  pleased 
that  Wahanui  has  been  allowed  to  appear  at 
the  bar  of  the  House.  It  appears  to  me  that 
it  is  4uite  a  new  departure  allowing  a  person 
from  outside  to  bring  his  grievances  before  the 
House.  .That  is  all  I  have  to  say  with  regard 
to  that.  I  will  now  refer  to  what  the  Native 
Minister  has  stated  in  his  speech.  My  honour- 
able friend  who  has  just  sat  down  ha.s  made  so 
long  a  speech  that  I  have  forgotten  some  of  the 
statements  of  the  Native  Minister,  but  I  will 
speak  with  regard  to  those  I  remember.  After 
I  have  alluded  to  his  speech  I  will  refer  to  the 
Bill  before  the  House.  The  Native  Minister 
stated  that  some  of  the  troubles  brought  upon 
the  Natives  were  due  to  the  action  of  a  former 
Government.  I  heartily  indorse  that  state- 
ment ;  but  that  quite  contradicts  the  view  now 
before  the  House.  I  have  heard  what  Wahanui 
has  said — that  this  Bill  has  very  long  and  sharp 
teeth.  I  believe  that  some  of  the  members  of 
the  late  Government  will  object  to  some  of  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill.  First,  as  to  this, word  in 
the  Bill :  "  half-castes."  Now,  I  think  that  word 
has  a  very  wide  meaning;  and  there  will  be  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  with  regard  to  it.  The 
word  may  be  applied  to  horses.  The  meaning 
of  that  word  will  be  brought  into  effect  over 
the  Native  lands.  Another  meaning  of  that 
term  is  one  that  applies  to  half-castes  between 
all  races.  There  are  half-caste  Chinamen  in 
this  country,  and  there  are  half-caste  negroes. 
Does  this  Bill  mean  that  all  these  shall  be 
brought  under  the  Native  Lands  Act  ?  I  think 
this  term  should  be  used  of  those  who  are  half 
Europeans  and  half  Maoris.  I  think  that  the 
Europeans  should  show  love  to  those  people, 
because  they  are  hall  European.  Do  not  let 
the  maintenance  of  these  half-castes  be  left 
entirely  to  the  Natives.  The  Europeans  claim 
descent  from  their  ancestors,  just  as  the  Maoris 
do ;  and  I  think  the  Europeans  should  con- 
sider what  should  be  done  for  the  benefit  of 
the  half-castes,  and  not  leave  it  altogether  to 
the  Natives.  Now  with  regard  to  certain  pro- 
visions in  the  Bill  before  the  House.  One  pro- 
vision is  this:  that  Maori  land  and  Crown - 
granted  land  shall  be  subject  to  this. law.  I 
think  this  is  wrong.  I  think  that  this  law 
should  only  apply  to  Crown-granted  land,  and 
that  the  Native  land  should  not  be  brought 
under  all  these  various  laws.  Let  the  House 
,  consider  this.    But,  if  the  Crown-granted  land 
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is  to  be  excluded,  then  the  Native  land  should 
be  excluded  also.  These  Native  lands  we  have 
inherited  from  our  ancestors,  and  they  are  held 
according  to  Native  custom.  I  do  not  think 
that  they  should  be  affected  by  the  law.  That 
is  why  I  object  to  this  clause.  I  think  it  should 
be  struck  out.  I  object  also  to  rates  being  col- 
lected on  Native  lands.  I  object  to  rates  being 
raised  from  those  lands  for  the  sake  of  paying 
the  debt  of  the  colony.  I  think  that  the  Kating 
Act  is  one  of  the  worst  measures  passed  by 
this  House.  The  former  Government  never  did 
anything  of  this  sort.  The  former  Government 
excluded  Native  lands  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Bating  Act.  The  Government,  seeing  the 
number  of  petitions  presented  by  Natives,  are 
hurrying  through  with  this  Bill.  There  is  one 
clause  I  should  like  to  refer  to,  and  that  is  the 
last.  I  object  to  this  clause.  •  I  do  not  think 
it  right.  I  agree  with  Wahanui  that,  if  that 
clause  is  given  effect  to  over  Native  land — over 
common  land — there  will  be  trouble.  During 
the  time  of  past  Governments,  .various  Minis- 
ters went  to  see  Tawhiao.  Tawhiao  always 
said,  "  LeavQ  the  authority  over  my  district 
with  me ;  6.1so  the  carrying- out  of  the  arrange- 
ments of  roads  and  surveys  and  other  matters." 
I  think  that  the  passing  of  this  Bill  should  be 
deferred.  I  think  it  should  be  put  off  until 
next  session.  Let  the  Minister  meet  face  to 
face  with  Tawhiao  and  all  his  people,  so  that 
an  opportunitv  may  be  given  to  Tawhiao  of 
agreeing  or  otherwise.  I  heard  what  the  Na- 
tive Minister  said  with  regard  to  withholding 
certain  clauses  until  next  session.  I  was  very 
much  pleased  when  ho  made  that  statement, 
because  it  was  he  who  brought  in  the  Bill,  and 
therefore  he  had  full  power  to  push  it  on  or 
put  it  off.  By  putting  it  off,  the  Native  Minis- 
ter would  be  carrj'ing  out  the  terms  of  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  published  on  the  19th 
August.  That  Speech  stated  that,  if  the 
Natives  did  not  caro  to  sell  their  land  or  to 
lease  it,  although  Ministers  saw  and  knew  that 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  Acts  were 
wrong,  yet  they  would  not  propose  bringing  in 
any  fresh  legislation  this  session  concerning 
those  matters — they  would  put  it  off  until  next 
session.  But  the  Government,  instead  of  put- 
ting it  off,  have  brought  in  this  Bill  at  present 
before  the  House.  There  are  provisions  in  this 
Bill  which  will  injuriously  affect  the  Natives  ; 
but,  as  the  Native  Minister  has  stated  that  he 
will  defer  the  passing  of  those  provisions,  I  am 
very  glad.  My  honourable  friend  the  Native 
member  for  the  East  Coast  proposes  that  this 
matter  should  bo  postponed  until  Tuesday.  I 
do  not  approve  of  that  at  all.  If  it  is  post- 
poned until  Tuesday,  the  Native  Minister  will 
withdraw  the  obnoxious  provisions  from  his 
Bill,  and  the  honourable  member  for  the  East 
Coast  (Mr.  Locke)  will  introduce  the  provisions 
of  his  Bill  into  this  Act.  I  do  not  approve  of 
that.     This  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mt.  HAKUEKE.— :Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to 
pay  my  respects  to  you.  Sir,  also  to  the  Go- 
vernment, and  to  the  honourable  members  of 
this  House.  I  do  this  particularly  on  account 
of  the  privilege  you  have  granted  to  a  member 
Mr.  Te  Ao 


of  my  race  to  have  the  honour  of  appeanx^ 
before  this  House,  and  the  opportunity  yon 
have  afforded  him  of  bringing  nis  grievances 
before  this  House.  It  is  not  as  if  he  were  speak, 
ing  entirely  for  himself.  He  is  speaking  noi 
only  on  behalf  of  himself,  but  on  behalf  of  thft 
whole  of  the  Native  tribes.  Now,  the  House 
has  heard  what  his  ideas  are,  and  the  Govern- 
ment have  replied.  The  Government  have 
stated  their  intention  with  regard  to  the  actioa 
they  intend  to  take.  I  have  no  other  word  to 
say  with  regard  to  the  Bill  than  what  has 
already  been  stated.  I  think  that  Wahanui 
should  not  advise  any  other  BUI  to  be  brought 
in,  or  have  any  other  measure  but  this,  wiUi 
regard  to  his  lands.  I  think  that  the  duty 
of  legislating  over  the  Native  lands  should  be 
intrusted  to  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
I  say  this,  because  I  know  what  the  Native 
people  are.  It  is  this  way:  If  I  carry  an 
axe  and  cut  my  foot,  there  is  no  one  of  mj 
own  people  bound  to  give  me  relief.  But  if  I 
am  wounded  by  another  person,  I  have  a  griev- 
ance against  that  person,  and  I  can  expect  him 
to  afford  me  such  relief  as  is  necessary.  Now, 
I  apply  this  to  Wahanui  and  the 'proposed 
amendments  he  desired  to  make  in  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House.  If  he  makes  these 
amendments  and  makes  a  mistake,  who  is  te 
remedy  the  evil  ?  It  will  be  different  if  th» 
Government  bring  in  a  Bill  to  take  away  ths 
Native  lands  and  trouble  is  the  result  of  that 
Bill.  The  Natives  who  have  grievances  will 
have  their  remedy.  They  will  be  in  a  positioa 
to  come  before  this  House,  and  represent  their 
grievances.  And  no  doubt  the  House  would 
consider  this :  that,  as  this  House  passed  that 
measure  which  has  brought  trouble  on  the 
Natives,  so  therefore  this  House  would  feel  in 
duty  bound  to  afford  them  the  relief  they  a^ed 
for.  My  joy  is  very  great  for  the  relief  which 
the  Government  have  afforded  me.  I  am  re- 
ferring to  the  dog-tax.  Now;  if  that  meason 
had  been  brought  in  by  the  Natives,  we  should 
have  had  no  remedy ;  but,  seeing  that  the  Go- 
vernment brought  that  law  into  force,  I  should 
look  to  the  Government  for  relief,  and  I  think 
the  Government  will  wipe  away  my  tears.  That 
is  why  I  say  that  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  make  any  alterations  in  it.  I  will 
let  it  pass  as  it  is,  so  that  hereafter,  if  I  see 
that  any  wrong  has  been  done,  my  remedy  will 
be  clear.  I  will  come  here  and  express  my 
grievance,  in  the  hope  of  relief.  I  shfdl  adhere 
to  the  words  spoken  by  the  Native  Minister.  I 
will  bear  those  words  in  mind.  I  will  devote 
the  whole  of  my  attention  to  the  words  of  the 
Native  Minister.  I  will  not  look  at  the  Bill  at 
all.  I  ask  that  the  words  spoken  by  the  Native 
Minister  may  be  published  in  the  Maori  lan- 
guage. All  that  remains,  for  me  to  do  is  to 
express  my  gratification  to  this  House  for  what 
has  been  done  in  this  matter.  I  wish  pro- 
sperity to  the  Queen,  to  the  Government,  and 
to  all  the  members  of  this  House. 

3ilr.  BRYCE. — I  shall  not  have  occasion  te 
mEkke  the  remarks  just  now  that  I  had  intended 
to  make,  because  I  have  imderstood  from  the 
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Native  Minister  that  he  practically  intends  to 
withdraw  this  Bill — that  is  to  say,  all  except 
I  the  clauses  prohibiidng  private  dealings  with 
the  land.  I  think  that  the  last  speaker  has 
lecognized  to  a  considerable  extent  the  very 
great  difficulty  in  framing  satisfactory  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject.  I  myself  regard  it  as 
altogether  impossible  to  frame  a  measure  for 
this  House  which  T^ould  be  free  from  objections, 
and  therefore  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Bill 
before  us  may  have  objections  to  my  mind  and 
to  the  minds  of  others.  However,  the  necessity 
for  discussing  the  Bill  has  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent, or  almost  completely,  passed  away,  inas- 
mach  as  the  Native  Minister  intends  to  do 
what  I  have  said.  Sir,  I  think  that  there  is 
some  reason  for  disappointment  that  the  Na- 
tive Minister  has  apparently  not  attached  more 
importance  to  the  necessity  of  making  some 
arrangements  with  the  Maoris  in  regard  to  the 
land  near  the  proposed  trunk  railway.  It  has 
been  regarded  by  the  House,  and,  I  think,  by 
his  honourable  colleague,  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement,  as  a  matter  of  considerable  im- 
portance that  some  such  arrangement  should 
06  made*  The  Native  Minister  does  not  appear 
to  consider  that  a  matter  of  such  paramount 
importance  as  probably  it  will  be  felt  to  be  by 
members  of  this  House.  Now,  in  respect  to 
that,  I  may  say  that  I  should  certainly  not 
propose  for  the  future,  in  respect  to  railway 
construction,  to  treat  the  Msioris  and  their  lands 
in  any  different  manner  from  that  in  which 
Europeans  would  be  treated.  But,  nevertheless, 
it  is  not  an  unreasonable  thing  that,  if  land 
belonging  cither  to  the  Maoris  or  to  Europeans 
is  to  have  its  vcJue  so  largely  enhanced  by 
public  works  executed  at  the  general  expense 
of  the  colony,  that  land  should  contribute 
something  special  towards  the  cost  of  those 
works;  and  I  do  hope  that  the  Hon.  the 
Native  Minister  will  endeavour  to  make  some 
arrangement  with  the  Maoris  of  that  nature. 
I  have  to  express  my  cordial  thanks  to  the 
honourable  member  who  introduced  the  Bill 
for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  he  acknow- 
ledged what  had  been  done  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment.  What  he  said  was  this  :  He  considered 
that  the  intentions  of  the  late  Government  were 
always  good,  and  that  they  had  been  attended, 
to  some  considerable  extent,  with  good  results. 
Now,  I  say  that  I  consider  that  as  a  handsome 
acknowledgment,  and,  for  myself,  I  desire  no 
higher  praise.  The  presence  of  the  Native 
chief  Wahanui  here  to-day  was,  I  may  say, 
an  illustration  of  our  improved  relations  with 
the  Maoris,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  very  great 
gratification  to  me  to  see  that  Native  chief  at 
the  bar  of  the  House.  Moreover,  I  agree  with 
the  Native  Minister  that  every  word  Wahanui 
tittered  might  be  taken  as  an  expression  of 
friendly  intentions  towards  us.  This  Bill,  as  I 
have  said,  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  discuss ; 
but  I  should  like  to  observe  that  I  consider 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill  are  very  difficult  to 
understand,  and  that,  notwithstanding  the 
explanation  of  the  Native  Minister,  I  think 
there  is  an  unwonted  degree  of  obscurity  in 
the  manner  in  which  the  intentions  of  the  Bill 
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are  expressed  ;  and  I  believe  I  could  have 
EJtiown  most  conclusively  that  that  obscurity 
in  the  terms  was  an  undoubted  indication  of 
obscurity  of  thought.  I  believe  that  the  person 
who  drafted  it  had  not  a  clear  conception  of 
certain  fundamental  principles  that  ought  to 
be  kept  in  view.  Moreover,  there  are,  in  thia 
Bill,  powers  taken  by  the  Government,  or  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  by  the  Government,  of  so 
astounding  a  character  that  the  best  thing  that 
could  be  hoped  for,  in  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try, is  that  the  Maoris  would  not  come  under 
it,  which  I  believe  would  be  the  case.  I  am 
not  going  into  the  details  of  the  Bill ;  I  merely 
express  that  opinion,  which  I  think  I  could 
have  shown  reasons  for ;  but  it  is  not  necessary 
now,  because  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that 
the  Bill  to  be  introduced  next  session  vnll  be 
more  carefully  considered  and  very  greatly 
altered.  One  thing  we  must  acknowledge,  that 
it  is  desirable  to  utilize  the  land  of  the  Maoris : 
I  do  not  say  utilize  it  by  sale,  or  even  by  lease ; 
but  it  is  necessary,  in  the  interests  of  the 
colony,  that  these  large  areas  of  land  should  be 
utilized  in  some  way.  If  they  are  not,  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony  will  suffer;  the  Maoris 
themselves  will  suffer ;  and  you  may  take  thia 
as  an  undoubted  fact:  that,  unless  provision 
is  made  for  utilizing  them  in  some  fair  and 
reasonable  way,  they  will  be  got  at  in  some  un* 
fair  and  imreasonable  way.  You  will  be  utterlv 
unable  to  prevent  that,  unless  you  deal  witn 
the  question  very  shortly.  My  own  opinions 
on  this  matter  are  well  known,  and  I  need  not 
express  them  again.  I  have  always  felt  that 
there  ought  to  be  some  more  open  way  of  deal- 
ing with  Native  lands ;  and  latterly  I  have  felt 
more  strongly  than  ever  that  the  system  which 
has  for  ^ears  past  prevailed  here  of  allowing 
private  mdividuals  to  make  private  bargains 
with  Maori  owners  has  not  only  been  open  to 
grave  objection,  but  it  does  not  answer  the 
ends  which  a  public  man  ought  to  have  in  view. 
No  good  results,  one  may  say,  are  produced^ 
and  the  system  is  open  to  very  grave  scandal. 
The  Hon.  the  Native  Minister  has  alluded  to 
the  case  of  the  89,000  acres  of  a  so-called  re- 
serve. That  is  a  good  enough  illustration,  I 
think,  of  his  moaning  and  mine ;  for  I  think  wa 
are  both  of  the  same  opinion  in  this  matter. 
But  there  are  many  other  stronger  cases  than 
that,  and  the  price  in  that  case  has  beeti  a  much 
nearer  approximation  to  the  value  of  the  land 
than  it  has  been  in  many  cases  that  could 
be  cited ;  and  I  do  say  that  some  more  public 
manner  of  dealing  with  Maori  lands  ought  in 
all  cases  to  be,  provided.  In  the  case  in  ques« 
tion  I  need  not  point  out  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  really  no  power  of  interference.  I 
will  only  say  a  word  or  two  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  Native  Land  Boards.  In  framing; 
a  Bill  of  this  kind  one  thing,  at  any  rate, 
should  be  kept  distinctly  in  view — the  essential- 
difference  between  Maori  land  before  the  title> 
has  been  investigated  and  after  it  has  been 
so  investigated.  1  would  not  on  any  account 
whatever  allow  dealings  with  Natives  previous, 
to  the  investigation  of  title.  As  to  the  manner 
in  which  titles  are  being  investigated,  I  say  it  ia 
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impossible,  in  my  opinion,  to  go  on  recognizing 
community  of  title — the  recognizing  of  com- 
munity of  title  as  distinct  from  the  separation 
of  title  by  individual  titles.  I  say  the  recogni- 
tion of  community  of  title  would  simply  bar 
the  utilization  and  settlement  of  the  land.  As 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  titles  should  be 
Ascertained,  I  do  also  agree  with  the  Native 
Minister  that  the  Maori  Committees  which  are 
in  existence,  or  which  may  be  in  existence, 
ought  to  be  utilized  in  that  respect ;  but  I  do 
not  hold  that  these  Committees,  of  themselves, 
could  ascertain  and  individualize  the  titles  to 
the  land.  The  latter  portion  of  the  inquiry — 
the  individualizing  of  the  land  —  would  be 
altogether  beyond  their  powers,  and  it  is  now 
beyond  their  conception.  They  know  nothing 
of  any  such  ideas.  Their  title  has  always 
been  community  of  title,  and  they  are  not  edu- 
cated in  any  other  idea.  Yet,  nevertheless, 
I  think  we  must  face  the  necessity  of  indivi- 
dualizing the  titles  as  well  as  we  can.  As  has 
been  pointed  out,  it  is  impossible  to  do  that 
to  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  all  the  claimants. 
In  the  nature  of  things,  I  think  it  is  impossible. 
I  remember  once,  when  I  was  a  mere  youth, 
travelling  through  a  part  of  New  Zealand  with 
«  Native — not  a  very  great  chief — and  I  asked 
him,  in  going  over  a  part  of  the  country,  whose 
land  that  was,  and  he  said,  **  It  is  my  land." 
*'  What  I"  I  said,  "  is  it  all  your  land  ?"  And 
he  said,  "  It  is  all  my  land."  Well,  I  thought 
■at  the  time  that  that  man  was  simply  '*  draw- 
ing a  long  bow ; "  but  I  am  satisfied  now  that, 
from  his  point  of  view,  he  was  declaring  the 
■simple  truth,  and  every  member  of  the  tribe 
«ould  have  said  the  same  thing.  They  have 
doubts  as  to  the  Court  determining  that  certain 
pieces  of  land  should  be  separated  from  the 
land  of  the  tribe  and  given  away  to  particu- 
lar individuals,  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other 
individual.  No  doubt  that  individual  may 
scarcely  be  able  to  understand  it.  That  is 
one  reason  why  there  are  so  many  applica- 
tions for  rehearing ;  and  satisfaction  cannot  be 
given,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  be  given.  But 
I  would  caution  honourable  members  against 
sympathizing  to  too  large  an  extent  with  these 
apphcations  for  rehearing.  The  investigation 
of  title  is  a  very  expensive  afiair  for  the  Maoris. 
I  do  not  allude  to  the  fees  of  the  Court  alto- 
gether— they  are  a  mere  bagatelle,  in  compari- 
son— but  I  mean  the  incidental  expenses  they 
are  put  to,  in  attendance  upon  the  Court,  and 
so  on.  In  some  cases  a  very  considerable 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  land  is  really 
taken  or  dissipated  in  these  incidental  expenses 
of  ascertaining  title.  Now,  if  you  aiford  too 
much  facility  for  rehearing,  and  third  hearing, 
4Uid  so  on,  it  would  intensify  that  evil  which, 
■as  I  have  explained,  exists  in  the  expenses  of 
investigation ;  and  yet  it  is  a  thing  to  be  ex- 
pected that  these  applications  for  rehearing, 
and  third  hearing.  Will  continue  to  be  made. 
Well,  I  was  just  going  to  say  that  I  think  these 
Maori  Committees  ought  to  be  utilized  as  assist- 
ants to  the  Court.  To  some  extent,  that  is  what 
is  done  by  the  Court  now.  The  owners  of  the 
land  attend  the  Court  and  give  evidence ;  but, 
Mr.  Brycs 


before  giving  that  evidence,  they  ought  to  meet 
together  and  try  and  arrange  amongst  them- 
selves as  fairly  as  they  can  what  they  should 
recommend  the  Court  to  do.  In  many  csms 
the  Court  simply  adopts  the  recommesidatioDB 
of  these  Committees,  and,  if  they  appear  rea- 
sonable, they  meet  with  the  approval  of  Uio 
owners  generally.  Now,  if  a  regularly  consti- 
tuted Committee  could  do  that  in  a  more  formal 
manner  it  would  be,  I  believe,  a  very  great 
assistance  to  the  Court.  I  may  say  that  it 
is  entirely  hopeless  to  expect  that  any  Maon 
Committee  could  progress  in  the  settlement 
of  title  if  left  to  themselves ;  the  Maori  ex- 
pression Taihoa — Wait  a  while — would  always 
come  in,  and  the  settlement  of  title  would  be 
indefinitely  delayed.  Moreover,  there  is  this  to 
be  remembered :  that,  great  as  is  the  jealousy 
of  the  Natives  in  respect  to  the  Land  Gout 
and  in  respect,  of  Europeans,  it  must  not  be 
imagined  tnat  their  jealousy  in  this  respect  is 
any  less  in  regard  to  their  own  people.  In  many 
cases,  indeed,  their  jealousy  of  one  another 
is  much  more  intense  than  their  jealousy  in 
regard  to  Europeans.  There  is  just  one  point  | 
in  this  Bill  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government,  not  altogether  with  tlie 
view  of  getting  them  to  alter  it,  but  to  consider 
it.  The  Government,  of  course,  axe  going  to 
obtain  the  power  of  purchasing  Native  laods. 
Under  the  proposals  which  have  been  mads 
in  former  years,  and  which  the  Native  Minister 
has  referred  to,  it  was  proposed  to  create  a 
Board  to  which  the  Maoris  could  apply  to 
have  their  lands  put  up  for  disposal,  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  Crown  lands  are  put 
up.  Applications  might  well  have  been  made 
to  that  Board,  which  would  be  distinct  and 
separate  from  the  Government ;  but,  if  appli- 
cations are  made  to  the  Government  them- 
selves for  the  investigation  of  titles,  or,  rather, 
for  the  disposal  of  land  —  if  applications  are 
made  to  the  Government  themselves  for  the 
disposal  of  the  land — the  Natives  will,  and  pro- 
perly so  too,  connect  the  Government  with  the 
work  of  the  Board.  Now,  if  the  Government 
are  at  the  same  time  pmrchasing  land  from 
the  Natives,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  sepa- 
rate it  from  direct  management  of  the  Maori 
land  which  is  proposed  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  for  sale  through 
the  Board.  I  submit  that  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Government.  For  the  purpose  d 
avoiding  dissatisfaction  amongst  the  Maoris, 
it  would  be  well  to  allow  the  applications  to 
be  made  direct  to  the  Board,  instead  of  their 
coming  to  the  Government.  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say,  because,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  the  Bill  has  been  practically  withdrawn. 
I  hope  that  the  prohibition  clauses,  which  are 
intended  to  prevent  private  speculators  from 
entering  into  negotiations  for  the  purchase  d 
land  in  the  meantime,  will  be  carefully  con- 
sidered, because  I  assure  honourable  members 
that  any  Act  which  is  intended  to  take  in  or 
keep  out  these  people  will  have  to  be  very  closely 
considered,  and  the  clauses  for  the  purpose  wiU 
have  to  be  pretty  carefully  drawn. 
Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  think  the  Native  Minister 
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jfi  to  be  GongraifeulAted  on  having  bsonght  in  this 
lifi;  koi  I  agree  with  the  honourat>le  member 
fet  Waitotara  iheJb  it  is  vary  advisable  to  with- 
4baw  the  olauses  which  are  to  be  withdrawn,  bo 
that  during  the  recess  the  whole  matter  may 
be  discQssed  by  those  interested.  I-t  is  a  very 
^good  thing  indeed  that  the  land  through  which 
the  North  Island  Bailway  is  to  pass  is  to  be 
brought  under  the  operation  of  some  such  Act 
I  M  this,  so  that  specolators  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  operate  in  it ;  for  we  know  very  well  that 
I  then  were,  only  within  the  last  few  weeks, 
people  negotiating  to  get  blocks  of  land  along 
the  route  of  this  railway.  But  I  should  like 
the  Native  Minister  to  include  a  larger  area  in 
the  schedule  to  this  Bill,  because  I  notice  that 
'there  is  some  land  within  four  miles  of  the 
nilway  not  included,  and,  as  he  in  some  cases 
goes  as  far  as  twenty-five  miles  away  from  the 
line,  I  think  he  might  include  the  particular 
piece  which  I  have  referred  to  as  well.  He 
told  us  that  he  had  followed  the  course  of  the 
nvers,  and  no  doubt  he  was  quite  right  in  that ; 
i>at  I  notice  that  there  are  several  blocks  of 
land  of  a  very  fertile  character  a  short  distance 
from  the  boundary  which  might  very  well  be 
included.  This  House  has,  I  think,  for  some 
time  past,  heen  in  the  habit  of  paying 
^at  attention  to  and  regarding  as  of  great 
importance  expressions  of  opinion  by  leading 
Natives — like  Wahanui,  for  instance,  who  un- 
questionably is  a  great  chief  ;  but  I  sometimes 
doubt  whether  it  is  wise  to  pay  too  much 
attention  to  them.  I  believe  that  they  occupy 
^mewhat  the  same  positions  as  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland  and  the  Duke  of  Argyll  in  Scot- 
land, and  that  the  common  people  have  their 
rights  as  well  as  these  great  men,  and  very 
-often  have  interests  which  are  not  considered 
by  the  chiefs.  We  are,  I  think,  by  paying  too 
jnnch  attention  to  the  chiefs,  apt  to  overlook 
the  rights  of  the  majority ;  and  I  therefore  hope 
:that  Uie  Native  Minister,  when  he  goes  into 
the  question  of  Native  land  laws,  will  endea- 
vour to  pay  some  attention  to  the  rights  and 
'Wishes  of  the  pariahs  as  well  as  to  those  of 
itfae  great  chiefs.  I  am  glad  that  the  Native 
Minister  intends  to  look  into  the  working  of 
■the  Native  Land  Court.  I  think  if  he  will  go 
through  the  North  Island  he  will  find  rumours, 
.and  rumours  apparently  well  authenticated, 
•of  very  unpleasant  transactions  in  connection 
vith  the  Native  Land  Court.  There  are  a 
great  number  of  Judges  employed,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  say  this:  that  things  go  on  in  con- 
nection with  this  Court  which  would  not  be 
tolerated  were  they  done  in  the  large  towns 
of  the  colony,  where  they  would  come  under 
public  notice.  The  whole  system  wants  re- 
modelling, and  I  hope  the  Minister  will  take 
the  matter  in  hand. 

Mr.  LOCKE.  —  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
npon  this  question.  As  the  Native  Minister 
is  going  to  take  the  machinery  clauses  out  of 
this  Bill  I  need  say  nothing  upon  that  matter, 
but  I  hope  that,  if  he  is  going  to  introduce  a 
Bill  dealing  with  this  subject  next  session,  we 
:8hall  during  the  recess  learn  what  his  pro- 
posals will  be,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 


cussing them.  However,  these  olanseshave genet 
the  few  words  which  the  Native  Minister  said- 
at  the  end  of  his  speech  took  all  the  *'  sting  out 
of  the  tail,"  as  Wahanui  said.  With  referenoe 
to  Wahanui,  I  would  remark  that  I  do  not  think 
the  House  really  understood  what  Wahanui 
meant  wil^  reference  to  the  animal  he  de* 
scribed  as  haviiig  a  sting  in  its  tail  and  a 
monster  head  witii  large  teeth.  I  believe  he 
referred  to  the  private  speculators  and  agents 
of  monopolizing  companies,  who  bother  the  Na- 
tives for  their  land;  the  monster  head  mean- 
ing the  Government  with  Bills  with  teeth  or 
clauses.  The  Native  Minister  touched  on  a 
subject  in  which  I  take  a  great  interest,  and  in 
connection  with  which  I  introduced  a  BiA  in. 
the  early  part  of  the  session :  I  mean  subdivi- 
sions. It  would,  perhaj^s,  have  been  a  bad 
thing  for  the  .Native  Minister  and  the  ex-Na- 
tive IiOnister  if  they  had  dealt  in  land  on  the 
East  Coast;  but  I  am  not  sure  that  it  would 
not  have  been  a  good  thing  for  the  culony. 
They  would  have  appreciated  the  diiiiculty  of 
the  question  better,  and  would  have  symplb- 
thized  more  with  the  object  I  had  in  view  in 
introducing  that  Bill.  'There  is  a  European 
side  as  wdl  as  a  Maori  side  to  this  question. 
For  years  and  years  Natives  and  Europeans 
have  been  suffering  in  a  most  grievous  way 
through  their  not  having  power  to  subdivide 
lands;  Europeans  bought  a  certain  number  o£ 
shares  in  a  block,  but  they  could  not  get  those 
shares  cut  out.  It  is  not  possible  to  get  in- 
dividualization;  a  man  cannot  say  that  any 
particular  piece  is  his;  and  therefore  no  im- 
provements are  made.  What  is  required  is 
that  a  European  who  has  purchased  shares  in 
a  block  of  land,  or  leased  from  a  certain  num- 
ber, should  be  allowed  to  apply  for  a  subdivision 
direct.  It  is  estimated  there  are  over  a  million 
acres  of  land  in  that  part  of  the  country  in 
that  position,  as  a  result  of  the  Act  of  1873 
and  the  subsequent  amendments  to  that  Act. 
Europeans  cannot  get  titles  to  either  their 
leases  or  their  purchases,  and  the  Natives  are 
in  an  equally  bad  position.  If  the  Bill  which 
I  introduced  had  been  passed  we  should  have 
had  a  settlement  of  these  matters.  Europeans 
would  have  got  their  shares  of  the  land  and 
improved  it ;  and  a  large  portion  of  the  land 
would  have  gone  back  to  the  Natives,  to  be 
profitably  occupied  by  themselves,  or  to  be 
leased  to  Europeans,  who  would  have  made 
improvements.  There  would  certainly  have 
been  a  large  expenditure  there  within  the  next 
few  years  that  would  have  been  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  colony.  If  only  an  average  of  lOs. 
per  acre  were  to  be  spent  there  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  million  acres  I  spoke  of  during 
the  next  few  years,  that  would  meeji  an  ex- 
penditure of  about  half  a  million  of  money; 
and  the  land  in  the  district,  instead  of  carry- 
ing four  or  five  htmdred  thousand  sheep,  would 
then  carry  over  two  millions,  and  the  valleys 
and  agricultural  portions  would  be  settled 
by  an  industrious  population.  But  this  stag- 
nation is  still  to  continue  as  it  has  existed 
year  after  year,  without  remedy.  My  object  in 
bringing  the  measure  down  was  to  pdt  an  end 
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to  this.  I  hope  the  Native  Minister  will  really 
take  the  matter  into  consideration  during  the 
recess,  with  the  object  of  dealing  with  it  next 
session. 

Mr.  HOBBS. — In  saying  a  few  words  upon 
this  Bill,  I  would  take  the  opportunity  of  con- 
gratulating the  House  upon  me  spirit  in  which 
this  question  has  been  discussed.  Time  was 
when  we  could  not  have  a  discussion  on  Native 
affairs  without  party  politics  entering  into  it. 
Immediately  when  measures  connected  with 
the  interests  of  the  Native  race  were  brought 
down,  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Native  members  to  induce  them  to  oppose  what 
was  proposed,  and  the  Goveroment  measures 
were  consequently  thwarted,  and  not  allowed 
to  pass.  I  am  glad  to  think  that  we  are  now 
getting  into  a  better  way.  I  was  pleased  with 
the  speech  of  the  Native  Minister.  Taken  as  a 
^  whole,  it  was  very  satisfactory ;  and  I  hope  that 
his  speech  will  be  printed  in  the  Maori  Gazette 
and  disseminated"  as  widely  as  possible.  It 
would  be  well,  indeed,  to  have  the  whole  discus- 
sion circulated  among  the  Maoiis ;  and  I  hope 
the  report  of  the  discussion  will  be  translated 
into  Maori  from  Hansard.  1  was  glad  to  hear 
the  firm  manner  in  which  the  Native  Minister 
expressed  himself  upon  some  questions ;  but  I 
trust  it  "will  not  end  in  mere  talk,  but  that  he 
will,  like  his  predecessor,  show  that  good  trait 
in  the  administration  of  Native  affairs^ — deter- 
mination to  carry  out  the  law.  There  are  one 
or  two  points  that  I  wish  to  speak  upon,  be- 
cause they  have  been  alluded  to.  The  first  is, 
trafficking  in  Native  lands  by  private  indivi- 
duals. I  ajn  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that 
the  Government  should  be  the  sole  purchaser 
of  Native  land.  The  time  has  gone  by  for  that, 
and  those  who  talk  in  favour  of  that  simply 
speak  in  ignorance,  or  advocate  what  they 
know  cannot  be  carried  out.  I  think  that  the 
Natives  have  just  as  much  right  to  sell  their 
land  to  the  highest  bidder  as  any  member  of 
this  House  has,  and  I  hope  the  House  is  not 
prepared  to  coerce  the  Natives  in  that  respect. 
I  make  these  remarks  because  there  is  an  un- 
comfortable feeling  that  the  Government  take 
an  opportunity  of  proclaiming  blocks  of  land 
and  making  small  advances  upon  them,  with 
the  object  of  securing  the  land  at  a  very  small 
price — at  any  rate,  for  much  less  than  what 
private  individuals  would  give  the  Natives. 
That  is  most  unfair,  and  is  a  cause  of  irrita- 
tion amongst  the  Maoris ;  and  the  Government 
should  set  their  faces  against  it.  I  also  wish 
to  remind  the  Government,  although  I  do  not 
suppose  they  need  reminding  of  it,  of  the  neces- 
sity of  the  Government  carr3ring  out  the  law 
in  reference  to  Europeans  making  advances  on 
land  prior  to  its  passing  through  the  Court. 
It  must  be  well  known  to  the  Government  now, 
and  to  any  persons  who  have  a  knowledge  of 
Native  affairs,  that  there  are  parties  even  now 
negotiating  for  land  in  the  King  country,  though 
the  law  strictly  prohibits  such  a  thing,  and  oro- 
ides the  heavy  penalty  of  £600  for  it.  When 
^e  passed  the  Act  it  was  proposed  that  the 
punishment  should  be  imprisonment ;  but  that 
iras  not  carried.  The  heavy  penalty  of  £500 
Mr,  Locke 


was  provided ;  but,  in  spite  of  that,  parties  see* 
now  negotiating  and  making  advances  to  the 
Natives.  The  Government  have  their  agents 
in  the  various  Native  districts,  and  must  ba 
aware  of  what  is  going  on,  and  I  do  hope  that 
some  steps  will  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  this. 
Of  course  these  parties  are  just  waiting  an: 
opportunity.  They  are  in  hope  that  Oit  some 
future  time  there  may  be  in  office  an  onsoru- 
pcdous  Government,  so  that  they  may  get  the 
restrictions  removed,  and  get  the  land.  Thes^ 
people  cry  out  about  the  land  being  looked  up^ 
1  do  not  wish  to  see  the  land  locked  up.  I  wi^ 
to  see  the  Natives  able  to  dispose  of  it  to  the- 
highest  bidder,  care  of  course  being  taken  to> 
reserve  enough  to  secure  that  the  Natives  shall 
not  be  paupers.  We  want  the  country  settled  ; 
but  I  object  to  the  cry  being  made,  when  the 
Native  Minister  either  proclaims  a  block  or 
determines  not  to  permit  dealings  in  land,  that 
the  land  is  being  locked  up  and  not  allowed 
to  be  settled.  That  is  a  good  cry ;  it  goes 
down  well ;  but  .1  hope  the  Government  will 
not  be  led  away  by  it.  I  do  not  propose  to  tra- 
verse the  Bill,  because  to  do  so  is  now  quite  un-  i 
necessary.  I  have  read  it  through  two  or  three  i 
times,  and  I  must  say  that  I  am  not  pleased 
with  it;  so  that  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the- 
Native  Minister  intends  to  withdraw  it,  and 
will  only  bring  down  clauses  which  will  prevent 
persons  dealing  with  this  land.  I  think  that- 
will  bo  sufficient  in  the  meantime,  and  it  is  in 
accordance  with  the  promise  given  by  the  Go- 
vernment in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  that  | 
they  would  not  deal  with  Native  lands  generally 
this  session.  Native  lands  have  always  been 
the  great  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  Natives, 
and,  while  people  want  to  buy  land  and  there  is- 
Native  land  to  be  got  hold  of,  depend  upon  it 
that  there  will  be  difficulties  with  the  Natives. 
Therefore  it  will  be  for  us  to  support  the  Go- 
vernment in  carrying  out  any  law  which  will 
give  equal  justice  to  both  Europeans  and  Na- 
tives. I  believe  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  do  that ;  and  I  may  say,  for 
myself,  that,  in  the  large  district  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent,  and  in  which  so  many 
Natives  live,  it  will  be  my  endeavour  to  assist 
the  Government  in  every  way  that  I  can. 

Mr.  GRIGG. — I  must  express  my  gratifica- 
tion at  seeing  that  noble  chief,  Wahanui,  stand- 
ing at  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  imploring  vs- 
to  put  in  force  laws  which  will  prevent  that- 
dreadful  liquor  traffic  which  is  destroying  the 
souls  and  bodies  of  our  fellow-creatures.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  carry  out  those  laws- 
in  the  strictest  possible  manner ;  cuid,  if  they 
are  not  sufficiently  stringent  at  present,  that- 
they  will  make  them  so,  so  that  this  disgrace 
upon  our  race  may  not  rest  upon  it.  We  have 
had  these  laws  in  existence  for  years,  but  the 
Government  have  taken  no  steps  to  enforcs 
them ;  but  I  hope  the  present  Government 
will  endeavonr  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the- 
Natives  in  this  respect. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  should  like  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  this  measure.  First,  I  should  say 
that  one  point  which  has  not  been  touched 
upon  in  the  discussion  on  this  Bill  is  the  wel- 
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lue  of  the  entire  population  of  the  conntiy.    I 
feel  a  kind  of  anxiety  at  present,  because  the 
Natire  Minister  has  broaght  down  a  measure 
many  of  the  proidsions  of  which  I  confess  I 
do  not  approve  of,  and  which,  I  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara,  contains  so 
many  provisions  that  are  obscure  and  peculiar 
ihat  I  think  they  must  have  struck  with  as- 
tomshment  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
Native  question.    But  when  1  came  down  pre- 
pared to  discuss  this  measure,  having  bestowed 
great  care  upon  it,  I  find  something  which  I 
vu  very  glad  to  hear — that  the  measure  is  to 
lie  withdrawn.    But  the  House  will  see  that 
ve  shall  have  to  consider  very  carefully  the 
measure  which  is  to  take  its  place.    I  have  no 
idea  what  clauses  the  honourable  gentleman 
proposes  to  insert  in  place  of  those  which  he 
intends  to  strike  out.    That  will  be  a  most  im- 
portant point,  because  we  know  that,  during 
this  session,  considerable  discussion  has  gone 
on  outside  the    House   with   regard   to  this 
measure.    That  discussion  has  not  taken  place 
in  the  country,  because  there  has  not  been 
time  to  circulate  the  Bill ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  there  has  ever  been  so  much  pressure 
brought  to  bear  with  regard  to  any  measure 
affecting  the  Native  race  as  there  has  been 
with  regard  to  this,  in  order  to  induce  honour- 
able members  to  supx>ort  either  one  side  or  the 
other.     I  ajn  not  aware  what  clauses  are  in- 
tended to  be  inserted  in  the  Bill,  and  we  must 
consider  the  interests  of  the  entire  population ; 
because,  if  we  make  great  concessions  to  the 
Katives,  and  at  the  same  time  hand  over  to 
them  the  control  of  their  lands,  we  have,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  see  that  they  exercise  that 
power  to  the  interest  of  both  races.    For  in- 
ftance,  if  it  were  intended  that  the  Natives 
^ould  have  the   power  —  as    I   have  heard 
some  speakers  say — to  do  exactly  as  they  like 
with  their   own  lands,  and  dispose  of   them 
in  the  best  market  —  using  general  terms  of 
that  kind  —  I   can  conceive  no  greater  mis- 
fortune that  could  happen  to  this  country  than 
that  the  disposing  of  Native  lands  should  be 
transferred  from  New  Zealand  to  Great  Bri- 
tain.    I  think  the  European  inhabitants   of 
tiiis  country,  having  for  many  years  remained 
in  the  country,  many  of  them  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  getting  any  land8~--liaving  sacri- 
ficed tiie  Crown's  right  of  pre-emption— euid 
having  been  all  those  years  adding  to  the  value 
«f  the  whole  country,  of   which  I  am  very 
clad — ^have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  land  will 
be  sold  nowhere  but  in  the  Colony  of  New  Zea- 
land.   It  is  my  belief  that  the  land  should 
first  be  offered  for  sale. here,  and  that  persons 
should  be  required  to  come  to  these  shores  to 
make  their  purchases.    I  say  that  because  I  saw, 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  months  ago,  a  proposal 
that  a  great  society  in  London— a  qtuisi-Teli- 
gious  society — was  to  dispose  of  these  lands  in 
Great  Britain,  and  take  them  awav  from  the 
ken  and  Imowledge  of  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land.   I  think  that  you  could  cause  no  greater 
wrong  to  the  Europeans  and  Natives  and  half- 
eastes  in  tiiis  country  than  that  they  should  be 
mable  to  get  land  here.    I  shall,  therefore, 


move,  in  Committee,  that  the  Bill  be  published 
in  its  new  form,  with  all  the  clauses  in  it  that 
are  to  be  introduced.  I  think  we  axe  entitled 
to  that,  because  I  apprehend  that  some  agree- 
ment has  been  come  to  between  the  Natives 
and  the  Native  Minister.  I  do  not  know  tiiat 
as  a  positive  fact,  but  I  was  told,  just  before 
this  business  was  introduced  to  the  House,  that 
there  was  some  such  agreement,  and  I  think 
we  should  know  the  nature  of  it;  and  there- 
fore I  do  not  think  we  should  be  asked  to  go 
into  Committee  on  this  Bill  xmtil  "Tuesday, 
by  which  time  we  shall  be  able  to  consider 
the  great  interests  in  this  country  which  are 
dependent  upon  this  question.  We  know  that 
there  are  now  many  gentlemen  who  are  pur- 
chasing Native  lands,  and  whose  rights  are 
inchoate,  and  they  have  been  taking  steps  to 
have  their  views  introduced  into  the  Bill ;  and 
we  know  that  there  are  others  besides  who  are 
doing  the  same  thing.  I  think  the  Government 
should  pass  an  Act  that  no  more  sales  should 
go  on  from  Natives  to  Europeans.  Put  a  stop 
to  that  at  once,  and  then  let  the  Government 
pass  any  Act  they  think  necessary  to  give  them, 
full  security  over  the  land  through  which  the 
proposed  line  of  railway  is  to  be  ta&eh,  and  also 
over  any  other  land  through  which  it  will  be 
necessary  to  tckke  any  other  railways  in  this 
Island.  Then,  in  addition  to  that,  psiss  an  Act 
which  will  give  the  Government  power  to  take 
land,  upon  giving  fair  compensation  to  tiie  Na- 
tives. I  think  that  two  or  three  clauses  will 
fulfil  all  that  is  required,  and  I  am  certain  the 
time  has  arrived  when  we  must  consider  the 
interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  of 
New  Zealand,  and  when  this  House  must  not 
be  upset  by  the  pressure  of  persons  who  enter- 
tain peculiar  views  of  their  own.  What  we 
require  is  to  legislate  for  the  whole  of  New 
Zealand,  and  I  ask,  as  a  first  instalment  in 
that  direction,  that,  as  this  Bill  is  to  be  with- 
drawn, we  shall  have  the  Bill  in  its  amended 
form  laid  before  us,  so  that  we -can  see  the 
efiEect  of  the  amendments  before  we  are  asked 
to  go  further  with  it. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.  —  Sir,  I  have  only  a  few 
words  to  say  in  reply  to  the  speeches  made  on 
this  Bill.  First  of  aJl,  in  reference  to  what 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  has 
said,  I  desire  to  state  that  there  is  no  agree- 
ment with  any  Natives  with  regard  to  any  pro- 
visions to  be  inserted  in  this  Bill,  except  that  I 
promised  to  have  some  clauses  printed  which 
some  of  the  Native  members  expressed  a  wish 
to  move  as  amendments  in  Committee.  With 
regsbrd  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ment that  he  has  no  idea  of  the  clauses  to 
be  inserted,  I  may  say  that  the  clauses  we  pro- 
pose to  insert  are  of  the  simplest  possible  cha- 
racter. One  is  contained  in  the  Bill  itself,  and 
provides  that  all  the  land  referred  to  in  the 
schedule  shall  come  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  itself.  The  other  clause  is  one  abso- 
lutely prohibiting  any  dealing  with  the  Natives 
for  the  land  wi^un  the  boundaries  here  men- 
tioned except  by  the  Government. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— Do  these  clauses  constitute 
the  whole  BUI? 
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-  Mr.  BALLANCE.  — I  caamot  say  whether 
there  may  not  be  more  than  two  or  three 
clauses;  but  there  will  be  no  more  brought 
down  than  will  carry  out  the  object  I  have 
named  —  that  is,  the  prohibition  of  dealings 
with  tiie  lapds  within  the  declared  boundaries. 
Kow,  with  regard  to  what  the  honourable 
^ntleman  and  the  honourable  member  for 
Waitotara  have  said  as  to  the  Bill  itself  b^ing 
obscure,  I  should  just  like  to  say  that  that  has 
has  been  the  case  in  regard  to  all  legislation  in ' 
the  past,  en  this  subject,  which  has  been  enacted 
in  the  colony.  I  do  not  know  whether  Bills 
brought  down  previously  have  been  described 
as  obscure,  in  tne  first  instance ;  but  I  do  know 
that,  after  they  have  been  in  operation  for  a 
short  time,  they  have  been  found  to  be  not 
only  obscure  but  unworkable,  and  not  calcu- 
l|bted  to  carry  out  the  purpose  for  which  they 
were  intended.  The  result  has  been  that  in 
a  very  short  time  fresh  legislation  has  been 
brought  down  to  amend  those  measures,  and 
to  change  the  machinery.  Take,  for  example, 
the  West  Coast  Settlement  Act  of  1881.  I 
believe  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East  accepted  that  measure,  and  that  the 
amendments  which  were  suggested  and  in- 
serted in  the  Bill  met  with  his  approval. 
Well,  in  1888  it  was  found  that  that  measure 
Was  in  many  respects  unworkable,  and  fresh 
amendments  had  consequently  to  be  made. 
And  now,  in  1884,  one  year  afterwards,  the 
measure  of  1883  is  found  not  to  carry  out  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  intended,  and  another 
Bill  has  to  be  brought  down  repealing  the 
whole  Act  of  1888  and  substituting  other  pro- 
yisions.  So  that,  I  say,  if  there  is  obscurity 
in  this  Bill  —  and  I  am  not  going  to  argue 
that  point  now,  especially  since  the  machinery 
clauses  sure  to  be  dropped  out  —  it  is  only 
parallel  with  all  other  Native  land  legislation 
xor  many  years.  I  have  to  tender  my  thagoks 
to  the  honourable  member  for  the  Bay  of 
Islands  (Mr.  Hobbs)  for  the  kind  remarks  he 
has  made  regarding  the  assistance  he  is  pre- 
pared to  give  the  Native  administration  in 
dealing  with  Native  lands  in  his  own  district. 
I  am  quite  sure  the  honourable  gentleman 
means  what  he  says,  and  that  I  shall  always 
learn  from  him  the  result  of  his  experience,  and 
receive  his  assistance.  In  regard  to  enforcing 
punitive  clauses  in  Native  land  legislation,  so 
as  to  prevent  private  individuals  from  breaking 
the  law  in  dealing  with  lands,  I  say  that,  of 
course,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Qovemment  to 
enforce  those  provisions  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
illegal  dealings  with  Native  lands.  But  I  have 
never  had  sufficient  proof  brought  before  me 
that  those  illegal  dealings  are  carried  on.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  they  have  been  carried  on, 
and  I  believe  that,  i£  the  Government  are  aware 
of  them,  it  is  their  duty,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  prevent  them.  I  quite  agree  with  a  great 
deal  that  the  honourable  member  for  AucSand 
East  said  with  regard  to  what  the  object  of 
land  legislation  ought  to  be.  I'  thoroughly 
agree  with  him  that  the  object  of  our  Native 
land  legislation  ought  to  be,  speaking  broadly, 
the  benefit  of  all  classes  in  New  Zealand,  and 


not  the  benefit  of  a  few.  All  this  pezsistent 
advocacy  on  the  part  of  individuals  who  have 
private  interests  to  serve  is  a  thing  whieh 
should  be  withstood.  But  I  suppose  that,  until 
the  end  of  the  chapter,  we  shskll  have  among 
us  people  who  will  consult  their  private  inteieits 
alone,  and  who  will  try  by  every  means  in 
tiieir  power  to  have  those  interests  promoted. 
I  am  sorry  that  we  cannot  prevent  it,  and  it 
seems  to  me  almost  impossible  to  do  so.  In 
reference  to  what  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Eastern  Maori  District  said,  we  shaU 
be  quite  prepared  on  Tuesday  to  consider  any 
clauses  that  he  may  put  on  the  Order  Paper. 
On  Tuesday  he  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
submitting  his  views  to  the  House  in  Com- 
mittee. There  is  no  occasion  to  hold  over  tiie 
second  reading  to-day.  I  object,  of  course,  to 
the  introduction  of  fresh  matter.  Now  that 
we  have  arrived  at  an  understanding,  I  object 
to  anjTthing  else  being  introduced  except  joo- 
hibitive  clauses  to  prevent  transactions  in  this 
land.  I  have  to  thank  honourable  memben 
who  have  expressed  their  views  on  this  mea- 
sure for  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
spoken,  and  generally  for  the  assistance  they 
have  offered.  I  feel  certain  we  shall  haTe 
advanced  a  very  important  step  if  we  prohibit 
all  dealings  in  Native  lands. 

Mr.  BBYCE.>-The  honourable  gentleman 
made  one  remark  which  I  did  not  quite  under- 
stand. He  said  that  clause  7  would  be  re- 
tained, and  that  the  land  contained  in  the 
schedule  was  to  remain  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill.  But  the  provisions  of  this 
Bill,  as  I  understand  it,  are  to  be  struck  oat 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— What  I  meant  was  this: 
that  only  the  prohibitive  clauses,  preventing 
dealings,  should  be  retained  in  the  Bill.  But 
the  6th  clause  brings  the  land  in  the  schedule 
under  this  Bill ;  and  clause  7  prevents  dealings 
in  Native  lands  otherwise  than  in  accordance 
with  this  Bill.  Those  are  the  prohibitive 
clauses  of  the  Bill.  Of  course,  as  the  ma- 
chinery clauses  are  to  be  struck  out,  these 
clauses  will  have  to  be  remodelled.  We  shall 
have  to  refer  to  the  schedule,  and  the  new 
clauses  will  be  practically  the  same  except  in 
reference  to  machinery. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation,  and  to  say  that  I  think  my 
acquiescence  in  the  West  Coast  Settlement 
Bill  has  been  pushed  rather  farther  than  I 
ever  gave  it.  I  certainly  acquiesced  in  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  and  in  tiie  propriety 
of  such  a  measure ;  but  with  all  its  details  I 
was  by  no  means  in  accord.  Further,  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  have  been  misunderstood.  I  did 
not  object  to  the  obscurity  of  this  Bill,  becaose 
I  think  that  nothing  could  be  plainer  than  the 
provisions  to  which  I  objected.  I  objected  to 
what  I  believe  to  be  unjust  provisioDs. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

TIMBER-FLOATING  BILL. 

Mr.  TOLE  moved,  That  this  Bill  be  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  MOAT  said  that  all  parties  seemed  to 
agree  that  some  such  Bill  was  absolutely  i 
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my,  and  its  provisions  seemed  to  have  met 
with  the  acquiescence  of  those  who  represented 
the  timber  trade  as  well  as  of  those  who  repre- 
Mated  the  settlers.  All  that  he  wished  to  say 
BOW  was  that,  seeing  that  this  was  in  a  certain 
way  experimental  legislation,  the  Government, 
if  tiiey  found  its  provisions  dealt  hardly  with 
the  settlers,  or  that  under  its  provisions  injuries 
were  inflicted  upon  them  for  which  no  proper 
compensation  was  provided,  should  undertake 
either  to  amend  or  repeal  it  in  a  future  session. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  It  is  framed  on  the  plan 
of  all  the  Loan  Bills  which  have  come  before 
US.  The  schedule  does  not  set  out  the  separate 
lailway  works,  but  it  states  the  amounts  for 
the  various  purposes  in  accordance  with  the 
proposals  of  the  Public  Works  Statement,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  decisions  of  Parliament 
in  fojmor  sessions.  As  all  the  new  works  eure 
set  forth  in  the  Public  Works  Statement,  it 
will  not  be  .uecessary  for  me  to  go  through 
them  again,  and  I  will  simply  move  the  second 
leading. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — I  have  very  little  to 
say  upon  this  Bill,  for  the  House  has  accepted 
the  proposals  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  I 
may  have,  presently,  when  we  get  into  Com- 
mittee, some  remarks  to  make  upon  the  sche- 
dule— as  to  whether  it  may  be  advisable  to 
make  some  slight  alterations ;  but  no  doubt  the 
time  for  further  opposition  has  passed,  as  far 
as  I  can  judge  from  the  decision  of  the  House 
last  night  and  the  general  tone  of  the  debate, 
as  to  Qie  advisability  of  borrowing  a  million 
and  a  half  instead  of  a  million.  I  therefore  do 
not  intend  to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

Bin  read  a  second  time. 

•  PROPEKTY-TAX  BILL. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  beg  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill.  As  honourable  members 
are  aware,  it  is  an  Act  which  has  to  be  renewed 
every  year.  On  the  present  occasion  we  are 
reducing  the  duty  by  one-half. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  would  have  afforded 
me,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  very  great 
pleasure  to  support  siich  a  Bill  as  this — that 
18  to  say,  to  reduce  the  property-tax  to  as  low 
a  point  as  would  be  fair  to  other  tax-paying 
classes  of  the  community.  But  I  must  enter 
my  protest  again,  as  strongly  as  it  is  possible 
to  do  so,  against  this  apparent  remission  of  the 
tax  merely  in  the  interest  of  a  class,  and  not 
after  due  consideration  of  the  burdens  of  the 
country  generally.  That  is  the  grotmd  upon 
which  I  object  to  it.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  never  as  much  as  referred  to,  as  far 
as  I  know,  this  important  question  of  the  inci- 
dence of  our  taxes,  and  whether  they  are  bear- 
ing fairly  upon  all  classes.  I  do  not  believe 
they  are.  I  say  distinctly  that,  in  my  opinion, 
we  are  relieving  a  certain  class  now  at  the 
expense  el  other  classes.    Whether  the  pro- 


pertied clkss  should. pay  directly,  in  one  way 
or  another,  is  not  the  question  now.  We  have 
endeavoured  to  equalize  taxation;  and  now 
the  honourable  gentleman,  without  consider^ 
ing  that  question  at  all,  has  determined  to 
remit  this  taxation  upon  the  propertied  class* 
which  is  taxation  imposed  upon  them  with  the 
view  of  equalizing  taxation  on  the  various 
classes  in  the  colony.  I  am  not  going  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House,  because  th^ 
House  has  apparently  made  up  its  mind  to  do 
this,  and  to  borrow  in  aid  of  this  particulcu: 
class.  That  being  so,  I  merely  enter  my  pro^ 
test  against  it,  because  I  am  certain  we  have 
not  heard  the  last  of  this  question. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.  — I  am  not  going  to 
follow  the  direction  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's  thoughts,  or  what  he  said ;  but  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  support  the  Bill,  for  a  few  reasons  I 
will  adduce.  We  are  now  about  to  reduce 
taxation,  when,  by  the  Budget,  we  have  a  defi^ 
ciency  of  £58,000  on  the  revenue  ;  and  we  are 
going  to  do  this  at  a  time  when  we  are  about 
to  consolidate  our  stocks  upon  the  London 
market,  and  we  .cannot  do  this  unless  we 
borrow  money  to  enable  us  to  do  it.  Therefore,. 
Sir,  I  think  it  is  unwise  for  us  to  reduce  the 
tax  at  the  present  time.  I  think  it  is  wrong, 
also,  to  make  a  reduction  in  taxation  when  we 
can  only  meet  our  liabilities  and  responsibilitieft 
by  borrowing  money  to  do  it ;  and  it  is  solely 
for  that  reason  I  oppose  the  Bill.  I  do  not  at 
the  present  moment  enter  into  the  question  of 
the  incidence  of  taxation.  That  is  a  large 
question,  and  no  doubt,  when  the  (jl^ovemment 
come  before  us  next  session,  in  bringing  forward 
the  local-government  measures  the  taxation 
of  the  countiy  will  be  generally  dealt  with* 
But  I  do  put  it  to  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer to  consider,  is  he  doing  a  wise  thing,  in 
the  interests  of  the  country,  to  let  it  go  forth 
to  the  world — and  I  would  object  altogether  to 
anything  affecting  our  finances  not  goiiig  forth 
to  the  world — is  he  doing  a  wise  thing  in  creat- 
ing the  fact  which  must  go  forth  to  the  world, 
that  we  cannot  meet  the  liabilities  which  we 
have  engaged  to  fulfil  without  borrowing  money 
to  do  it,  and  yet  -that  at  the  same  time  we 
are  going  to  reduce  taxation?  The  honourable 
gentleman  knows  very  well  that,  when  we  ob^ 
tained  the  Consolidated  Loan  of  1867,  we  gave 
full  particulars  of  our  resources  and  our  liabili> 
ties  up  to  that  time ;  that  we  made  it  patent  to 
those  people  who  invested  in  our  bonds,  and  to> 
the  world,  that  we  were  bound,  out  of  the  con*- 
solidated  revenue  of  the  country,  to  provide,  for 
the  liability  attaching  to  that  and  other  loans 
we  were  borrowing,  a  Sinking  Fund.  And  on 
the  Consolidation  of  Stock  Bill,  before  goin^ 
into  Committee,  I  intend  to  say  a  few  words.  I 
hope  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  be- 
lieve I  shall  not  do  so  out  of  any  hostile  feeling^ 
towards  him  or  towards  the  Government ;  but  I 
have  a  duty  to  the  country  and  to  the  people  I 
represent.  I  will  only  say  that  I  cannot  sup- 
port this  Bill,  because  you  cannot  remit  taxa- 
tion without  borrowing  money  to  enable  you  to 
do  it,  and  1  therefore  hold  that  the  thing*  is 
unsound  in  principle  and  will  be  pemieious  in. 
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practice,  and  will  affect  our  loans  very  largely 
to  our  prejudice  in  the  money-market. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — Sir,  I  vri&h.  to  say  that  I 
must  give  my  vote  against  this  measure.  I 
think  it  is  imposing  an  unfair  taxation  on  the 
country.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
intended  to  take  off  any  taxation,  he  should 
Itiwe  reduced  the  duties  upon  the  necessaries 
of  life,  which  every  one  is  obliged  to  con- 
sume ;  and,  secondly,  if  we  are  compelled  to 
borrow  on  the  one  hand,  I  really  cannot 
see  on  what  principle  he  can  take  off  taxa- 
tion from  property.  Had  he  proposed  to  re- 
duce the  Customs  duties  it  might  have  been 
said  that  there  would  be  a  larger  consumption, 
80  that  it  might  not  be  a  loss  to  the  revenue, 
And  some  might  have  gone  so  far  as  to  say  it 
would  increase  the  revenue  ;  but  here  no  plea 
of  that  kind  can  be  set  up.  I  do  not  think 
that  taking  off  this  property-tax  will  increase 
anything,  and  I  think  it  is  taking  taxation  off 
the  wrong  class  of  people.  I  also  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  that  it  is 
unsound  in  principle  to  reduce  the  taxation 
in  this  particular  kind  of  way  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  you  are  raising  fresh  sums  of  money. 
I  shall  therefore  record  my  vote  against  the 
measure. 

Mr,  SHRIMSKI.— I  take  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent view  on  this  question  from  that  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says  that  there  is  no  need  for 
the  reduction  of  this  tax.  If  he  goes  a  little 
farther  south  from  this  I  think  he  will  find 
very  great  depression  that  this  special  taxation 
has  created.  The  honourable  member  wishes 
us  to  believe  that  this  is  taking  taxation  off  the 
moneyed  classes,  and  is  not  done  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  lower  classes  or  the  working  classes. 
I  can  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  in 
consequence  of  this  taxation  the  country  is 
now  suffering  from  depression,  and  hundreds 
are  out  of  employment  and  cannot  find  any- 
thing for  themselves  or  their  families.  This 
taxation  prevents  people  from  investing  their 
money  and  making  improvements  on  their 
properties. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— No. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— The  great  authority  from 
the  Bay  of  Islands  says  "No."  I  should  like 
to  look  at  the  property-tax  returns  from  the 
Bay  of  Islands.  You  will  not  find  a  great 
amount  of  revenue  coming  from  that  part  of 
the  colony.  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  better  keep  quite  clear  of  me.  Another 
honourable  gentleman,  the  member  for  Auck- 
land East,  says  he  will  vote  against  the  Bill. 
I  have  great  admiration  for  that  honourable 
flentleman's  ability,  and  have  always  tried  to 
follow  in  his  footsteps  with  reference  to  this 
taxation ;  but  that  honourable  gentleman  has 
always  advocated  the  abolition  of  it,  and  I  can- 
not see  his  consistency  in  opposing  its  reduc- 
tion. We  must  first  begin  in  a  small  way,  and, 
having  done  away  with  the  property-tax,  then 
we  can  get  the  land-tax.  No  one  can  deny 
hat  the  property-tax  has  been  a  great  draw- 
back to  industrial  pursuits  and  to  the  industrial 
classes. 

Mr.  Montgomery 


Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD.— Unless  I  am  mis- 
taken,  those  honourable  gentlemen  who  vote 
against  the  Bill  because  the  property-tax  is 
proposed  to  be  reduced  would  exactly  defeat 
their  object  if  they  were  successful  in  throwing 
the  Bill  out,  because  it  seems  to  me  no  other 
Property-Tax  Bill  could  be  brought  down  this 
session,  and  really  there  would  then  be  no 
property-tax  at  all. 

Major  ATKINSON.— A  Bill  could  be  brought 
down  by  a  message  from  the  Governor. 

Mr.  W.  F.  BUCKLAND.— I  merely  wish  to 
say  a  few  words.  I  intend  to  vote  against  the 
BUI.  I  am  one  of  those  who  ought  to  vote  for 
the  Bill ;  but  I  intend  to  vote  against  it,  be- 
cause I  think  we  should  be  men  enough  to  pay 
our  fair  share  of  the  taxation  of  the  colony.  I 
also  think  that  the  property-tax  has  not  been 
the  cause  of  depression  in  the  colony.  If  half 
of  this  property-tax,  which  does  not  amoimt  to 
more  than  £100,000,  is  going  to  cast  depression 
on  the  colony  and  thruw  thousands  of  men 
out  of  employment,  I  say  it  is  a  very  extraor- 
dinary thing,  and  the  colony  must  be  in  a  state 
in  which  it  does  not  require  much  to  cause 
depression.  I  certainly  intend  to  oppose  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.— I  do  not  intend  to  say 
very  much  upon  this  subject.  I  merely  wish 
to  say  that  a  great  deal  of  the  taxation  which 
it  is  necessary  to  impose  upon  the  country  is 
for  expenditure  which  has  benefited  propertjr. 
I  have  always  contended  that  this  is  so,  and 
that,  on  that  account,  such  a  .tax  as  this  should 
be  paid  by  the  owners  of  property.  It  has  been 
said  that  the  loans  that  have  been  raised  and 
spent  in  the  colony  have  benefited  the  work- 
ing-classes. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  has 
been  the  case ;  but  the  benefit  to  them  has  been 
to  a  large  extent  of  a  temporary  character.  As 
soon  as  wages  have  risen  beyond  the  normal 
level,  an  influx  of  labour  has  taken  place  from 
the  other  colonies  and  from  England — I  mean 
apart  altogether  from  the  labour  that  has  been 
imported  and  paid  for  by  the  colony.  The  per- 
manent benefit  has  remained  with  the  owners 
of  property,  both  in  town  and  country;  and, 
on  that  account  —  although  I  am  not  at  all 
contending  that  the  property-tax  is  a  perfect 
system  of  taxation — I  have  always  held  that 
owners  of  property  in  this  colony  should,  to  a 
certain  extent,  bear  direct  taxation  such. as  is 
imposed  by  the  property-tax.  On  this  ground, 
and  holding  that  any  remission  of  taxation,  if 
at  all  possible,  should  not  be  made  in  this  way, 
I  shall  vote  against  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Sur,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  Bill,  whatever  may  be  the  result.  I  think 
those  who  are  opposing  the  system  of  finance 
as  not  at  all  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
country  at  the  present  time  axe  bound  to  re- 
cord their  opinions  in  that  direction.  We  have 
performed  this  session  one  of  the  most  marvel- 
lous financial  feats.  We  began  with  a  deficiency 
of  £150,000,  we  propose  to  take  something  like 
£150,000  of  taxation  off  the  wealthy  classes, 
and  we  are  told  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  we 
shall  have  a  surplus  of  £50,000,  which  is  to 
be  obtained  by  a  process  of  finessing  with  the 
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MomnniAted  Sinkixig  Fond  that  veiv  few  mem- 
beis  of  this  House  rmdeistand,  which  I«m  sure 
the  oountry  does  not  understand,  and  which  I 
ihink  will  be  most  dangerous  to  our  finances. 
This  is  not  the  time  to  go  into  a  general 
financial  discussion,  and  I  certainly  think,  if 
I  were  capable  of  doing  it,  I  should  not  do  it 
at  the  present  time.  But  I  do  think  we  are 
in  a  very  dangerous  position ;  and,  if  an3rthing 
weie  wanting  to  show  the  dangerous  posi- 
tion of  the  colony,  I  think  it  would  be  found 
in  the  little  bit  of  finance  that  is  added — ^no 
doubt  by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer — to 
the  Public  Works  Statement,  where  we  find 
that  w^e  are  really  dependent  for  the  future 
upon  our  borrowing  upon  the  savings,  and  not 
xeaHj  upon  anything  that  we  could  certainly 
ooont  upon.  I  said  that  we  began  this  year 
with  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  £150,000, 
$Dd  we  are  told  by  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  that  he  is  making  his  calculations  for 
the  future  upon  the  basis  that  we  shall  have  a 
natural  increase  of  revenue  of  £50,000  a  year, 
an  addition  to  the  year's  savings  on  account  of 
conversion  of  £20,000,  and  an  increase  of  £25,000 
on  account  of  new  works :  in  all,  £95,000.  I 
think  the  whole  position  is  eminently  unsatis- 
^ctoiy  at  the  present  time,  and,  feeling  that 
wety  strongly,  I  shall  record  my  opinion  on 
every  occasion  against  the  financial  proposals 
of  the  Government. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— While  I  agree  with  the 
ffeneral  principle  that  the  Sinking  Fund  should 
be  done  away  with,  I  do  regret  that  the  pro- 
posed remission  of  taxation  should  not  benefit 
ui  any  degree  the  working-classes  of  this  colony, 
because  tiiere  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  reduc- 
tion of  three-eighths  of  a  penny  will  have  no 
infiaence  whatever  in  that  direction.  I  object 
to  the  Bill  on  this  ground  also :  that  it  makes 
a  present  of  the  three-eighths  to  the  wealthier 
classes,  and  does  nothing  for  the  very  large 
class  indeed  who  do  not  own  £500 ;  and,  at  a 
time  like  this,  when  there  is  so  much  depres- 
sion throughout  the  colony,  I  think  it  would 
have  been  very  much  better  to  have  allowed 
the  property-tax  to  remain  as  it  is.  If  there 
is  one  thing  more  than  another  that  has 
astonished  me  it  is  the  different  views  which 
honouitkble  members  take  on  the  subject  of 
political  economy ;  and  an  almost  equal  diver- 
•sity  of  opinion  prevails  amongst  honourable 
members  as  to  the  cause  of  the  depression 
which  at  present  exists.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Akaroa  tells  us  that  it  is  due  to  a  poor 
pioperty-tax,  which  has  never  realized  more 
than  £^,000.  I  maintain  that  the  real  causes 
cf  the  depression  are  the  fall  in  the  value  of 
wool,  the  fall  in  the  value  of  wheat,  and  the 
reckless  extravagance  on  useless  works.  The 
honourable  member  for  Oamaru  wants  to  know 
what  caused  the  depression.  For  answer,  I 
will  refer  him  to  the  extravagant  waste  that  is 
4fQing  on  all  over  the  colony.  We  have  been 
jpending  enormous  sums  of  money  on  useless 
waterworks,  and  on  expensive  harbour  under- 
takings, and  on  railways  which  have  been 
merely  made  for  political  purposes,  and  which 
.bring  in  no  revenue  at  all.    Whether  the  ex- 


penditure is  sanctioned  by  local  bodies  or  by 
this  House,  we  shall  find  that  a  great  and  ex- 
travagant waste  of  money  has  been  going  on ; 
and  the  depression  that  exists  is  due  to  the 
fall  in  the  value  of  our  commodities  on  the 
other  side  of  the  world,  and  to  reckless  extra- 
vagance. For  these  reasons,  and  thinking  that 
the  remission  of  three-eighths  will  do  no  good, 
I  beg  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  Bill.  If 
any  remission  of  taxation  is  to  be  made,  I  con- 
sider that  the  benefit  should  be  given  to  all 
those  people  many  thousands  of  whom,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  are  out  of  work  and  very  hardly 
pressed  upon.  Therefore  I  should  have  liked 
to  see  any  remission  go  in  the  direction  of 
benefiting  that  large  class  to  whom  I  refer. 

Mr.  GRIGQ. — In  order  that  my  vote  ma^ 
not  be  misunderstood,  I  wish  to  say  that  it  is 
too  late. now  to  raise  the  question.  A  large 
majority  of  this  House  has  accepted  the  Finan- 
cial Statement.  I  would  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  propertied  classes  have  not  requested  this 
remission.  I,  for  one,  regret  it  very  much.  I 
have  said  from  the  very  first  that  I  thought  it 
was  not  wise  to  remit  this  tax,  and  especially 
because  I  saw  that,  if  that  were  done,  thd 
ultimate  intention  was  to  impose  a  class  tax 
in  place  of  it ;  and  I  would  very  much  rather 
see  the  full  amount  of  property-tax  paid  than 
see  any  class  tax  introduced.  It  is  too  late  now 
to  raise  the  question.  We  have  accepted  the 
Financial  Statement.  I  would  point  out  that, 
although  we  are  providing  means  for  present 
requirements  by  borrowing  instead  of  continu- 
ing the  full  amount  of  this  tax,  yet  we  are  only 
gutting  off  the  evil  day.  It  is  the  property- 
olders  that  will  have  to  pay  for  this  extra 
borrowing.  It  will  come  upon  us,  no  doubt; 
and,  although  I  shall  vote  for  the  Bill  before 
the  House,  I  shall  vote  for  it  as  a  property- 
tax  in  some  shape.  I  am  perfectly  conscious 
that  I  am  only  staving  off  the  personal  liability, 
which  will  come  very  soon.  When  the  question 
before  this  House  is  a  property-tax  or  a  land- 
tax  I  shall  have  no  hesitation  whatever  on 
which  side  to  range  myself. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  wish  to  say  one  or  two  words 
before  the  question  is  put.  I  must  say  that 
I  am  surprised  at  the  course  taken  by  some 
honourable  gentlemen  to-day.  I  understood 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  was 
opposed  to  a  property  -  tax ;  also  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  was 
opposed  to  a  property -tax.  And  yet  they 
complain  that  tne  property-tax  is  reduced.  I 
cannot  see  the  consistency  of  such  a  position. 
The  honourable  member  for  Akaroa  and  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  both 
agree  that  it  is  bad  finance  to  go  on  paying 
Sinking  Fund.  They  both  agree  to  that  prin- 
ciple. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— It  is  good  finance  to 
convert. 

Mr.  STOUT.— -There  is  no  distinction.  What 
is  conversion  but  a  means  of  getting  rid  of  your 
Sinking  Fund  ?  It  is  one  means  of  doing  it. 
There  is  nothing' in  a  name.  The  two  honour- 
able gentlemen  I  refer  to  also  say  that  the 
property-tax  is  bad ;  and  yet  they  complain  of 
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the  Government  reducing  it.  I  do  not  know 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Thomdon,  by 
his  conduct  in  this  House,  has  any  right  to 
speaJc  on  behalf  of  the  working-classes,  except 
it  be — well,  I  will  not  say  any  more  about  it. 
And  what  is  the  peculiar  political  economy 
enunciated  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Thomdon?  This  is  it:  that  the  property-tax 
does  not  aSect  the  working-classes.  This  is 
something  new  in  the  way  of  political  economy. 
Is  it  to  be  argued  that  it  does  not  affect  them, 
because  they  do  not  pay  it  directly  ?  They  do 
not  pay  the  Customs  duties  directly.  Who 
pay  ?  The  large  importers.  But  who  ulti- 
mately have  to  pay  ?  The  consumers.  Well, 
what  is  the  property-tax  charged  on?  Is  it 
not  charged  on  goods  ? 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — How  much?  What 
percentage  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.  — "What  percentage?"  The 
question  of  percentage  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  The  property-tax  is  charged  on  stocks — on 
everjrthing  the  merchant  possesses.  Do  you 
think  the  merchant  is  so  generous  as  to  pay 
that  out  of  his  own  pocket  ?  Will  he  not  put 
the  charge  on  to  those  who  buy  the  goods  from 
him?    That  he  will. 

Major  ATKINSON.— No. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — The  honourable  gentleman 
will  never  be  a  merchant,  or,  if  he  be  a  mer- 
chant, he  will  be  an  unsuccessful  one.  Does 
the  merchant  not  put  on  to  the  charge  for  his 
goods  every  penny  of  taxation  he  has  to  pay 
— ^his  rates,  insurance,  freight,  and  everything  ? 
Does  the  honourable  gentleman  know  how 
merchants  charge  ?  Has  he  ever  seen  a  mer- 
chant's books  ?  Every  penny  is  charged  on  the 
stocks.  Who  has  to  pay  it  ?  The  consumer  of 
the  stocks.  It  is  an  unfair  tax.  Even  though 
some  articles  like  cotton  goods  are  exempt, 
all  pay  under  the  property-tax.  The  working- 
classes  consume  a  large  quantity  of  cotton, 
prints,  &c.,  and  these  are  all  subject  to  taxa- 
tion. This  taxation  makes  no  exception,  ajid, 
if  the  merchant  pays  the  tax  in  the  first  in- 
stance, the  consumer  has  to  pay  it  eventually. 
It  is  political  economy  of  the  most  peculiar 
kind  to  say  that  the  consumer  has  not  to  pay 
the  tax. 

An  Hon.  Member. — What  about  the  mort- 
gagees ? 

Mr.  STOUT. —  I  am  glad  the  honourable 
gentleman  reminds  me  of  the  mortgagees. 
What  has  happened  with  regard  to  them? 
What  have  they  done  because  of  this  property- 
tax  ?  Why,  Sir,  they  have  done  this :  Charged 
a  half  i>er  cent,  extra  on  the  mortgages.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says,  I  presume,  that 
the  mortgagor  does  not  pay  the  tax.  Why,  Sir, 
what  is  the  whole  question?  Money  is  just 
the  same  as  sugar  or  anything  else.  When  a 
man  has  sugar  to  sell,  he  enters  it  for  sale  in  the 
market  where  he  gets  the  best  price  for  it.  And 
if  he  lends  money  he  does  exactly  the  same 
thing — he  goes  to  the  market  where  he  will  get 
the  best  interest.  And  if  he  finds  that  there 
is  charged  on  him  a  certain  property-tax,  he 
calculates  whether  he  shall  invest  his  money 
in  this  colony  or  not.     I  suppose  there  are 


members  of  this  House  who  are  acting  i 
for  large  Home  companies,  and  for  indin- 
duals,  in  the  lending  of  money ;  and  I  wouH 
ask  them  if  it  is  not  a  fact  that  laorge  sums  oC 
money  have  been  stopped  from  coming  to  this 
cc^ony  for  investment  on  account  of  the  pro- 
perty-tax. Now,  what  does  that  mean  ?  Thai 
means,  the  less  money  comes  into  the  colony 
the  larger  is  the  interest  charged.  And  wh» 
pays  the  interest?  The  mortgagor.  It  is  aH 
nonsense  to  assume  that,  if  you  put  taxation 
on  property,  the  people  in  the  colony — the  great 
body  of  the  people  —  are  not  affected  bj  that 
taxation.  They  are  afiected  by  that  taxation 
in  hundreds  of  ways.  Why,  Sir,  what  doeB 
taxation  mean?  Taxation  means  this:  thai 
you  take  from  capital  a  certain  proportion  of 
money  to  be  spent  for  State  purposes,  which,, 
if  it  were  not  taken  away  for  State  parposes^ 
would  be  left  to  the  capitalists  for  expendituze 
in  other  ways.  That  is  what  will  happen,, 
whatever  form  of  taxation  you  use.  I  undec^ 
stood  the  honourable  members  for  Akazoa,. 
Auckland  East,  and  Thomdon  to  support  t^ 
property-tax  not  being  reduced,  because  it  ia 
a  class  tax. 

Mr.  MONTGOMERY.— At  the  present  time. 

Mr.  STOUT.— They  say  that  at  the  present 
time  it  is  a  class  tax ;  and  then  the  honourable 
member  for  Wakanui  says  it  is  not  a  class  tax,. 
and  that  he  supports  it  in  order  that  a  claaa 
tax  may  not  be  introduced.    When  honoorable 
members  are  able  to  settle  amongst  themselvaa 
what  a  proper  tax  is,  then  J  will  argue  witii 
them.    I  know  that  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  is  very  sore  about  this  property- 
tax.    Having  adopted  it  from  some  American 
State,  having  followed  in   the   wake  of   the 
honourable  member  for  Akaroa  —  because  it 
was  from  that  honourable  gentleman  he  oIk 
tained  the  suggestion  first  in  the  House— andj 
having   adopted  the  honourable  member  for 
Akaroa's  suggestion,  he  thinks  that,  becauM 
it  is  his  proposal,  therefore  it  must  be  wise  saM 
good,  and  that  there  is  no  other  taxation  equal 
to  this  property- tax.    I  believe  the  time  haa 
come — if  not,  it  will  come — when  the  people 
will  see  that  the  property-tea  is  not  the  beat 
form  of  taxation,  and  that  another  form  will 
have  to  be  introduced.    And  I  therefore  sa^ 
this :  that  the  present  Bill  is  purely  a  tentative 
measure.    We  cannot  deal  with  tctxation  in  a 
broad   and   comprehensive   way  this  session. 
It  is  bound  up  with  several  things  that  haie 
to  be  dealt  with — with  the  local-goveinment 
question.    All  these  matters  have  to  do  with 
tnis  question  of  taxation.    I  am  of  opioioa 
that  the  fewer  taxes  people  have  to  pay  the 
better.    It  is  no  gain  whatever  to  pay  tares, 
and  therefore,  if  it  is  no  gain,  I  cannot  see 
why  there  should  be  any  objection  to  the  re- 
duction of  this  tax. 

Mr.  BARRON.  — Whilst  the  Premier  WB 
speaking,  I  just  put  to  myself  privately  a  teit 
question.  I  said,  "  Well,  now,  as  a  property- 
holder,  which  class  of  taxation  wotild  I  lite 
remitted?  Should  I  more  directly  benefit  by  a 
reduction  in  the  property-tax,  or  by  some  redne- 
tion,  through  the  Customs,  on  the  necessanea 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


I8W.]         Froperiy'Tax  Bill.         ^OUSE.] 


Properiy-Tax  BilL 


831 


€f  life  ?  "  And ,  as  I  answered  my  own  question 
to  myself  conacientioaslyi  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  I  shonld  feel  the  benefit  of  the 
I  lemission  of  this  property-tax  much  more  oer- 
[  teinly  than  I  should  the  remission  of  any  taza- 
I  tbu  through  the  Customs.  The  property-tax 
IB  an  inquisitorial  and  oppressive  tax  upon  in- 
dnstiy,  upon  enterprise,  upon  the  frugal  habits 
of  the  people.  I  do  not  believe  in  it ;  I  think 
it  should  never  have  been  imposed.  Direct 
iazation  has  a  salutary  moral  effect,  and  my 
own  opinion  is  that  a  land-tax  is  the  proper 
form  of  such  taxation.  But  we  have  the  pro- 
perty-tax, the  remissions  proposed  would  leave 
its  objectionable  features  still  remaining,  and 
I  maintain  that  this  is  not  the  time  for  us  to 
temit  direct  taxation  at  all.  I  am  very  glad 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  has  not  upon  this 
occasion  moved  that  this  Bill  be  read  the 
second  time  this  day  six  months.  It  shows 
that  he  does  not  regard  this  as  a  party  ques- 
tion, on  which  he  can  hope  to  secure  a  party 
victory,  and  that  the  House  will  be  able  to 
vote  upon  the  question  on  its  merits.  I  shall 
fote  against  the  Bill.  Had  the  desire  of  the 
Government  been  to  free  the  country  from  that 
taxation  which  presses  most  heavily  upon  the 
people,  I  submit  that  their  proposition  should 
lither  have  been  to  remit  the  whole  of  the 
lOf^  duty,  that  being,  perhaps,  an  article 
which  is  consumed  by  most  people  more  than 
any  other  article  that  is  taxed  through  the 
Customs ;  but,  instead  of  proposing  a  remis- 
sion of  the  sugar  duty,  they  propose  a  remission 
of  the  property-tax,  which,  although  it  falls 
upon  the  people,  falls  much  more  directly  on 
the  property -owners  throughout  the  colony. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  seems  to  have  an  idea 
that  he  is  justified  in  borrowing  money  to 
gky  taxes  by  doing  away  with  the  Sinking 
Fond;  and,  Sir,  his  style  of  finance  reminds 
me  very  much  of  the  style  of  finance  of  his 
predecessor.  That  was  tiie  same,  with  a  dif- 
furence.  His  predecessor  had  an  idea  that  he 
oonld  create  a  favourable  state  of  finance  and 
square  accounts  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  bills — 
I  deficiency  bills,  which  ultimately  became  ab- 
sorbed in  the  pubUc  debt.  Making  a  surplus 
by  postponing  the  payment  of  our  debt  seems 
to  be  a  congenial  operation  to  both,  and  I  do 
not  think  that  those  who  have  the  best  interests 
of  the  colony  at  heart  believe  that  it  is  an 
^WEfttion  that  ought  to  be  encouraged.  I  sub- 
mit that  this  is  no  time  to  reduce  taxation  ;  I 
BDfamit  that  the  manipulation  of  finance  which 
has  resulted  in  showing  us  an  apparent  surplus 
by  simply  doing  away  with  the  Sinking  Fund 
is  only  a  manipulation  in  figures,  and  not  in 
tiots.  I  hope  the  Government  will  see  their 
way  to  withdraw  this  measure,  and,  recognizing 
that  the  Sinking  Fund  belongs  to  loan,  not  to 
nvenue,  bring  down  another  to  impose  the  pro- 
perty-tuL  at  tiie  same  rate  as  it  was  last  year. 
I  hope,  if  they  are  still  determined  to  reduce 
teation,  they  will  see  their  way  to  free  some- 
thing which  presses  more  heavily  on  tiie  masses 
eC  the  people  throughout  the  colony. 
'  He  HOSS.— I  think  the  Premier  has  made 


one  mistcJce.  He  says  we  have  got  rid  of  the 
payment  to  the  Sinking  Fund  by  the  universal 
consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STOUT,— I  did  not  say  by  the  universal 
consent  of  the  House.    I  have  never  yet  seen  a. 
Parliament  whose  opinion  was  universal  on  any 
subject. 

Mr.  MOSS. — It  was  virtually  by  the  univer- 
sal consent  of  the  House  ;  there  were  very  few 
dissentients.  I  understand  the  Premier  to  say 
that  the  Government  feel  at  liberty  to  remit 
this  tax — that,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  money 
to  be  paid  to  Sinking  Fund,  the  revenue  has 
been  reUeved,  and  there  is  a  surplus  for  dis- 
posal. That  is  altogether  a  fallacy.  The  law 
still  conipels  the  Government  to  pay  into  the 
Sinking  Fund ;  they  will  have  to  do  so,  as  they 
have  always  done.  The  only  difiference  is  that^ 
instead  of  paying  so  much  cash  into  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  they  intend  to  issue  so  many  short- 
dated  debentures  and  put  them  in.  Now,  I 
want  to  ask  this :  Suppose,  from  some  cause  or  - 
other,  this  inscription,  of  stock  does  not  suo- 
ceed,  where  shall  we  be  then  ?  We  shall  simply 
have  repealed  this  tax  and  added  the  amoimt  > 
to  the  public  debt  of  the  colony.  We  shall 
have  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds* ' 
worth  of  short-dated  debentures  or  stock  added 
to  the  debt  of  the  colony.  1  maintain  dis- 
tinctly that  that  is  the  cleehr  condition  of  the  - 
question.  Instead  of  paying  interest  and  Sink* 
ing  Fund,  as  we  are  bound  by  law  to  do- 
instead  of  paying  money  —  the  Government 
ask  us  to  create  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  pounds'  worth  of  short-dated  deben<» 
tures  representing  the  annual  sum  we  have 
to  pay  into  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  another  lot 
of  debentures  for  a  like  amount  representing 
the  interest  due  every  yeax  on  the  accumulated 
Sinking  Fund .  They  pay  these  new  debentures ; 
into  the  Sinking  Fund  instead  of  cash,  and 
they  then  ask  us  to  remit  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
perty-tax. That  is  altogether  wrong.  We  have 
no  right  to  consider  that  there  is  any  portion  of 
that  Sinking  Fund  available  until  the  inscrip- 
tion of  loan  has  taken  place.  When  that  has 
taken  place  there  will  be  a  certain  amount  of 
surplus  rendered  available  for  revenue  pur- 
poses. At  the  present  moment  there  is  no 
relief  to  the  revenue,  and  there  can  be  no  relief 
until  the  inscription  has  been  accomplished. 
With  respect  to  the  property-tax,  the  position 
that  has  been  taken  up  is  that  this  tax  falls 
upon  the  consumer.  I  do  not  see  how  that  is 
the  case.  As  far  as  people  dealing  in  money 
are  concerned,  they  may  add  a  percentage  to 
be  paid  by  the  persons  to  whom  they  lend  the 
money ;  but  how  any  merchant,  who,  we  will 
say,  pays  £100  in  property-tax,  can  distribute 
that  amount  over  the  price  of  the  goods  he  selle. 
in  his  store,  I  do  not  at  all  see.  As  far  as  the 
property-tax  itself  is  concerned,  it  ou^t  to 
have  been  carried  out  according  to  the  Ame- 
rican system,  and  that  would  probably  have 
rendered  it  a  popular  tax.  Its  present  unpopu- 
larity is  largely  caused  by  the  vexatious  way  in 
which  it  has  been  levied.  If  tho  people  had 
been  left  to  assess  themselves,  as  &ey  do 
through  their  elected  vsJuers  in  America,  I  do* 
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not  see  aaiy  reason  vrhy  it  should  be  a  less  popu- 

Jar  tax  here  than  it  is  in  the  United  States, 
where  it  is  almost  universal,  and  where  it  has 

•been  very  successful.    The  assessment  is  made 

»by  the  people ;  every  one  knows  what  has  been 
assessed,  and  this  publicity  is  the  real  check. 
It  is  found  to  work  admirably,  and  to  work 
without  friction.  I  need  hardly  say  that  I 
shall  vote  against  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  I  recorded  my  vote  on  a  former  occasion 
in  that  direction,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  alter 
my  views.    I  fail  to  see  how  any  Government 

::8hould  object  to  have  more  money  placed  at  its 

>  disposal,  and  therefore  take  it  for  granted  that 
Ministers  will  not  regard  this  as  a  Ministerial 

'question, 

Mr,  MAC  ANDREW.— The  fault  I  find  in 

•this  Bill  is  that  it  does  not  go  far  enough.    I 

'8hoidd  have  preferred  very  much  that  it  had 
taken  o£E  the  whole  of  the  property-tax.     I 

•think  that  is  the  proper  thing  for  this  House 
to  do.  I  must  say  that  I  am  surprised  at  my 
honourable  friend  the  member  for  Caversham. 
He  admits  that  the  remission  of  this  tax  would 
be  a  good  thing,  but  says  this  is  not  the  proper 
or  the  right  time  to  do  it.  If  it  be  a  good  thing 
we  cannot  do  it  too  soon.    Now  is  the  time  to 

•do  a  good  thing.  I  entirely  dissent  from  the 
jeiew  expressed  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine.  He  seems  to  think  that  this  is  to 
relieve  the  rich  and  wealthy  classes.  I  venture 
to  think  that,  if  you  could  dissect  the  various 

-classes  of  the  community,  and  divide  them 
into  two,  you  would  find  that  the  class  who  are 
not  subject  to  the  property-tax  are  probably 
the  wealthier  of  the  two.  I  think  it  would  be 
found  that  the  so-called  poor — that  is,  those 
who  come  under  the  £500  exemption — are  far 
more  able  to  bear  this  tax  than  the  so-called 
wealthy  class.  It  is  not  all  gold  that  glitters 
in  this  ooimtry,  nor,  I  suppose,  anywhere  else. 
My  honourable  friend  the  member  for  Akaroa 
seems  to  object  to  reducing  the  tax  because  it 
involves  more  borrowing.  I  presume  he  means 
that  doing  away  with  the  Sinking  Fimd  implies 
more  borrowing.    In  one  sense  it  may  be  so 

."regarded;  but,  if  it  does  imply  more  borrow- 
ing, it  means  borrowing  from  ourselves,  and  I 
have  no  objection  to  borrow  any  amount  if  we 
■can  only  confine  it  to  borrowing  from  within  our- 
selves. That  is  my  objection  to  the  Bill  which 
was  passed  a  little  while  ago :  that  it  does  not 

■provide  for  borrowing  the  money  within  our- 

. selves,  which  I  believe  could  have  been  done; 

•and  I  hope  we  shall  live  to  see  the  day  when 
it  will  be  done.    I  should  much  rather  the  Bill 
had  gone  "  the  whole  hog,"  and  taken  ofE  the 
whole  tax  instead  of  one-half. 
Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  shall  say  a  few  words 

4n  reference  to  the  general  principle  of  taxa- 
tion. The  Premier  has  told  us  that  when  you 
levy  a  property-tax  the  working-classes  have  ul- 
timately to  bear  it :  that  is  to  say,  the  property- 

•  owners,  by  one  means  or  another,  gradually 
shift  the  tax  ofE  their  own  shoulders  to  the 

.  shoulders  of  the  working  or  producing  classes. 
There  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  in  any  system  of 

'taxation  the  whole  object  of  the  statesman  is 
to  adjust  the  taxation  so  that  it  will  be  the 
Mr.  Moss 


least  felt  throughout  the  community,  and  that 
the  springs  of  industry  will  be  least  affected. 
That  is  a  principle  in  which  I  apprehend  the 
Premier  would  agree  with  me.  Well,  the  Pre- 
mier has  said  that,  if  we  levy  a  tax  upon  pro- 
perty, that  tax  will  gradually  spread  over  the 
whole  community  until  all  will  pay  so  much 
alike.  Suppose  I  grant  that  that  is  the  case— 
although  I  deny  it— suppose  I  grant  him  that 
that  is  the  case,  I  would  just  point  out,  hy 
illustration,  how  it  would  work.  In  the  old  days 
the  poll-tax  was  the  ordinary  form  of  taxation. 
Now,  suppose  that  we,  in  order  to  make  every 
man  pay  exactly  his  own  share  and  not  more, 
agreed  to  levy  a  poll-tax;  and,  as  we.  require 
a  revenue  of  £3,000,000,  we  should  have  to  levy 
£6  per  head  upon  every  man,  woman,  ania 
child  in  the  country.  Suppose  you  went  to 
a  working-man  and  said,  "  You  must  pay 
us  £6  per  head  for  yourself,  your  wife,  and 
your  six  children."  He  would  stare  in  blank 
amazement.  He  would  know  that  you  were 
aware  that  the  thing  was  impossible.  But 
the  Premier  would  no  doubt  say  to  him,  "  In 
the  end  you  must  pay  it.  It  must  come 
out  of  your  labour,  and  it  is  far  better  for  yon 
to  pay  over  this  £40  right  of!  to  me  direct, 
than  that  we  should  take  it  from  the  property- 
holders,  because  you  will  be  saved  the  expense, 
and  we  shall  be  saved  the  trouble  of  all  these 
intermediate  operations.  The  trouble  and  ex- 
pense would  really  have  to  be  paid  by  you,  and, 
if  you  pay  as  I  desire,  this  loss  will  be  saved 
to  you."  If  you  look  at  the  matter  in  that 
light  you  will  see  that  the  argument  of  the 
Preinier  is  utterly  indefensible.  What  we  want 
to  do  is  this :  to  ascertain  where  realized  pro- 
perty lies,  and  how  to  get  that  property,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  we  require,  into  the  Exchequer 
without  burdening  the  people ;  and  I  maintain 
that  not  only  is  theory  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
perty-tax, but  that  all  practice,  all  history,  is 
also  in  favour  of  it,  as  being  the  least  injuri- 
ous to  the  springs  of  industry.  We  have  had  a 
notable  instance  of  that  in  the  practice  of  our 
fellow-countrymen  at  Home.  Indirect  taxa- 
tion through  the  Customhouse  comes  upon  the 
consumer  in  a  double  form,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  we  are  losing  sight  of  this  grand  doc- 
trine of  political  economy  in  this  country. 
When  you  levy  a  tax  through  the  Custom- 
house it  is  not  merely  the  amount  of  the  tax 
that  the  consumer  ha^  to  pay,  but  all  the  inter- 
mediate profits  upon  that  tax.  I  have  reckoned 
with  considerable  care  the  cost  to  this  countiy 
of  getting  a  million  and  a  half  through  the  Cus- 
toms. During  the  last  three  or  four  years  we 
have  raised  a  million  and  a  half  through  the 
Customs.  Now,  for  every  million  that  we  have 
collected  into  the  Treasury,  the  people  haw 
paid  not  less  than  a  million  and  two-thirds. 
The  importer  does  not  put  his  profit  upon  the 
£100  which  he  has  paid  for  the  goods,  bat 
upon  the  £120,  which  includes  duty;  and 
every  intermediary  puts  his  profit  u^n  the 
whole  cost  up  to  the  point  at  which  the 
article  comes  to  him.  Now,  the  great  differ- 
ence between  a  direct  tax  and  an  indirect 
tax  lies  in  that.    In  the  case  of  the  direct 
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Uz,  yon  see  ftt  onoe  the  cost  of  prodaoing 
H;  the  cost  of  the  indirect  tax  you  never 
know,  because  not  one  man  in  ten  thousand 
will  take  the  trouble  to  analyse  the  cost  of 
the  articles  he  consumes.  In  the  Old  Country 
we  have  found,  by  forty-two  years  of  experi- 
ence, that  with  every  remission  of  indirect 
taxation  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
comforts  of  the  people  and  an  increase  in  the 
wages  of  the  people ;  and  the  theoxy  that  the 
property -tax — or  the  income-tax,  which  it 
leally  is — gradually  percolates  down  until  it 
zeaches  the  working-man  has  proved  to  be  a  fal- 
lacy. Wages  have  risen  some  70  per  cent.,  even 
incmding  those  of  the  agricultural  labourer; 
and  the  cost  of  the  comforts  of  life  has  de- 
creased by  at  least  30  or  40  per  cent.  The  only 
thing  that  has  increased,  so  far  as  the  working- 
classes  are  concerned,  is  the  rent  of  houses, 
and  that  is  nominal.  I  say  it  is  only  nomi- 
nal, because  the  houses — or,  rather,  the  hovels 
—  which  working-men  lived  in  forty  years 
Sjgo  are  now  unknown.  The  average  term  of 
life  has  been  increased  —  owing  to  the  in- 
creased comforts  of  life,  and  owing  to  better 
drainage  and  better  houses  —  in  the  case  of 
males,  by  two  years,  and,  in  the  case  of 
females,  three  yecurs.  So  that  in  every  way 
direct  taxation  has  benefited  the  community. 
There  is  an  old  proverb  that  **  Ye  carma'  tak 
breeks  afi  a  Hielan'man,"  because  he  does 
not  wear  them ;  and  that  is  the  case  in  re- 
gard to  taxation.  You  may  talk  as  you  like, 
bat  it  is  realized  property  that  has  to  pay 
the  taxation  of  the  country ;  and  your  efforts 
ought  to  be  directed  to  getting  at  that  realized 
property  in  the  most  direct  maimer,  and  at  the 
least  expense  to  all  concerned.  When  you  do 
that,  you  will  have  a  perfect  system  of  taxa- 
tion. WUth  regard  to  the  decrease  of  the  pro- 
perty.tax  at  the  present  time,  I  entirely  agree 
with  those  who  nave  preceded  me  in  saying 
that  it  is  most  imprudent.  We  have  been 
told  that  we  do  not  require  it ;  and  we  were 
threatened  early  in  the  session  that,  if  we 
should  throw  out  a  Bill  of  this  kind,  fore- 
shadowed in  the  Financial  Statement,  we 
should  do  so  at  our  peril,  because  then  the 
tax  would  be  swept  away  altogether.  Now, 
let  us  see  whether  we  do  not  require  the  tax. 
We  are  going  to  use  £244,000  per  aimum 
which  by  statute  we  are  bound  to  provide, 
and  by  this  means  we  are  getting  a  nominal 
surplus  upon  the  operations  of  the  year.  But 
1  apprehend  that  we  have  already  paid  into 
that  fund  a  portion  of  the  sum  we  are  required 
by  statute  to  igio,j  into  the  various  sinking 
fands  that  have  to  be  replenished  from  time 
to  time.  To  that  extent,  at  any  rate,  we  have 
parted  with  the  cash  ;  and  how  are  we  to  get 
it  back?  The  only  way  is  to  pass  over  ^lew 
debentures,  new  promises  to  pay,  to  the  fund 
we  have  already  paid  the  cash  into  ;  and  with 
regard  to  the  bajance  we  shall  have  to  use 
similar  means.  So  that,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  at  the  very  time  we  are  remitting 
£140,000  of  the  property-tax,  we  are  actually 
borrowing  £244,000  in  order  to  pay  the  liabili- 
ties we  are  bound  by  statute  to  pay.    That  is 


the  whole  meaning  of  it.  And  what  is  th&- 
value  of  it  ?  The  Premier  says  the  property-tax 
prevents  capital  from  coming  into  the  country. 
In  answer  to  one  member  he  sneeringly  says, 
*'  You  have  no  mortgagees  in  your  part  of  the- 
country ; "  and  to  another,  "  You  are  not  a 
book-keeper."  Now,  I  am  not  a  loan  agent,, 
and,  unfortunately,  I  am  not  a  lender  of  money ;-. 
but  I  venture  to  say  this:  that  I  have  had 
more  financial  experience  than  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  had  in  the  actual  trans- 
actions of  life,  and  I  say  that  the  true  test 
as  to  whether  money  is  flowing  into  this  coun- 
try or  flowing  out  of  it  is  this :  What  is  the 
price  from  day  to  day  of  money  in  the  money-  ' 
market  ?  It  is  notorious  that  money  is  cheaper- 
in  this  country  now  than  it  was  at  the  time 
when  the  property-tax  was  imposed.  Then, 
how  can  you  say  that  the  tax  keeps  capital  out 
of  the  country?  I  heard  a  statement  made 
in  this  House,  either  this  session  or  last,  that- 
money  had  been  kept  out  of  the  country,  and  I 
traced  out  the  instance  given.  The  particulars 
I  could  get  simply  amounted  to  this :  that  s^. 
gentleman  had  written  from  Home  and  asked, 
the  price  of  money  in  the  market  here,  and 
the  charges,  if  any,  upon  it ;  but  that  nothing 
came  of  the  inquiry.  He  simply  wanted  to* 
know  what  investments  there  were,  and  what:, 
profit  he  could  get.  He  wrote  to  New  Zea- 
land, as  probably  he  wrote  to  German  and: 
French  agents,  and,  finding  he  could  put  his^ 
money  out  to  better  advantage  in  another 
direction,  he  did  not  send  it  here.  That  proves 
nothing.  On  the  other  hand,  we  know  that 
the  flow  of  money  into  this  country  has  been 
continuous  ever  since  1879,  when  we  were  told 
that,  by  means  of  this  tax,  we  were  going' 
to  stop  it.  I  would  recommend  honourable 
members  not  to  be  influenced  by  this  talk, 
about  the  stoppage  of  money  coming  into  tho 
country.  If  we  give  good  security — and  part 
of  that  security  consists  in  keeping  up  the  na^ 
tional  credit — then  people  will  trust  us  with 
their  money,  if  they  have  any  to  lend.  Buf^. 
if  we  bolster  up  our  credit,  and  if  our  affairs,, 
though  showing  a  fair  front,  are  not  substantially- 
sound,  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  money 
will  seek  safer  channels  for  investment ;  foir- 
it  is  not  so  much  a  high  rate  of  interest  as  & 
safe  investment  that  capitalists  seek.  I  have 
discounted  as  low  as  seven-eighths  of  1  per 
cent.,  that  is  to  say,  at  the  rate  of  17s.  6d.  per- 
cent., and  the  reason  was  that  the  bills  were 
good,  and  that  the  security  was  unquestionable. 
At  the  same  time,  in  the  capital  of  another 
country  you  could  place  money  at  10  per  cent, 
without  any  difficulty.  And  what  was  the- 
reason  ?  It  was  that  in  the  one  case  there  was^ 
but  little  risk,  and  in  the  other  there  was  great 
risk.  And  so  it  will  be  with  us.  If  we  keep  up- 
our  credit,  even  at  the  expense  of  our  own 
purse,  not  only  shall  we  be  able  to  carry  out 
our  public  borrowing  at  a  lower  rate,  but  pri- 
vate individuals  will  also  be  able  to  borrow  at 
a  lower  rate. 

Mr.  SMITH.— The  honourable  member  for 
Taranaki,  in  speaking  on  this  measure,  has 
spoken  very  strongly  against  the  reduction  o£' 
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'the  property- tax ;  but  it  is  ft  most  remarkable 
fact  tbat,  when  the  honourable  member  for 
Bgmont  psoposed  to  reduce  it  in  1862,  the 
rsame  honourable  gentleman  then  thought  it 
•the  wisest  piece  of  legfislation  that  could  be  in- 
troduced. The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that,  if  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  had  brought 
down  this  measure,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  have  been  of  the  same  opinion 
•lill.  Anything  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  does  is  right  with  that  honourable 
.  gentleman,  and  it  would  have  been,  then,  **  Oh, 
•the  Grovemment  are  charged  with  reducing  the 
property-tax;  but  I  tell  the  House  that  that 
will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  colony.  Look  at 
the  working-classes :  see  what  immense  advan- 
tages they  will  gain :  think  of  what  improve- 
ments will  be  carried  out  which  aro  at  present 
virtually  put  a  stop  to  by  this  property- tax." 
That  is  the  line  of  argument  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  have  followed.  But  what 
iis  Uie  line  he  has  taken  to-day  ?  To-day  he 
would  rather  see  a  reduction  made  in  tlie  Gus- 
:toms  duties.  Well,  if  we  turn  to  the  pages  of 
Hansard  we  shall  And  that,  when  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  proposed  to  increase 
the  Customs  duties  from  10  per  cent,  to  15  per 
«eent.,  the  honourable  gentleman  voted  straight 
for  the  increase. 

Colonel  TKIMBLE.— Allow  me  to  explain. 
I  have  never  advocated  an  increase  of  the 
-Customs  duties,  and  I  have  always  protested 
-against  anything  approaching  an  increase  of 
ithem. 

Mr.  SMITH.  — Then  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's protest  did  not  go  with  his  vote.  He 
voted  straight  enough  on  that  occasion,  and,  in- 
*deed,  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  occasion  since  I 
have  been  in  the  House  when  the  honourable 
.gentleman  has  not  voted  for  anything  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  has  pro- 
posed. I  do  not  know  whether  he  spoke  on 
that  occasion.  He  may  have  been  silent,  and 
that  might  be  taken  as  showing  that  he  was 
•  opposed  to  the  proposal ;  but,  at  any  rate,  he 
'voted  straight  for  it.  He  says  that  this  pro- 
perty-tax is  a  very  good  tax,  because  the  work- 
ing-classes do  not  feel  it  so  much  as  they  feel 
other  taxes,  as  it  only  afiects  the  matter  of  the 
increase  of  rent,  which  is  a  very  small  matter 
to  them.  I  can  tell  him  that  te  the  working- 
man  this  matter  of  rent  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
-^portant.  The  working-man  may  do  without 
many  luxuries,  and  he  may  U8o  less  tea  and 
sugar ;  but  he  cannot  do  without  a  roof  under 
"Which  to  live.  Therefore  this  question  of  rent 
is  very  important  to  him,  and  it  has  been 
|(reatly  affected  by  the  property  -  tax.  The 
great  effect  of  this  reduction  will  be  that  it 
will  cause  the  expenditure  of  money  in  the 
country.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  tax  has 
caused  the  stoppage  of  improvements  through- 
out the  country ;  ajid  that  is  a  much  more  im- 
portant matter  than  the  question  of  how  it  is 
raised,  or  how  it  affects  the  working-classes  or 
-any  other  class.  It  affects  the  whole  country, 
'because  every  one  knows  that  anything  he 
may  spend  in  the  way  of  improvement  will 
•be  taxed.  We  make  every  one,  ^ootc  and  rich, 
Mr.  Smith 


pay  a  tax  on  his  improvements,  and  the  con- 
sequence is  that  no  miprovements  axe  made; 
while  the  man  who  liooks  up  his  properfy 
and  does  not  improve  it  escapes.  There  is  one 
point  on  which  the  honourable  gentleman  is 
very  strong,  and  that  is  that  the  working- 
classes  do  ifot  pay  the  property-tax.  Well,  to 
my  mind — and  I  speak  as  a  business  man  who 
has  some  knowledge  of  the  matter — thoy  pay 
the  largest  share  of  it,  and  for  this  reason: 
that  they  have  to  pay  on  the  millions  of  pounds' 
worth  of  goods  that  are  imported  into  the 
colony,  and  which  are  either  lying  in  the 
wholesale  merchant's  store  or  on  the  shelves 
of  the  retail  trader.  There  are  thousands  of 
pounds'  worth  of  goods  which  lie  on  the  trader's 
shelves  from  year  to  year,  and  he  has  to  make 
the  property-tax  on  them  out  of  his  customers. 
That  is  far  worse  than  the  Customs,  which  you 
pay  once,  and  are  done  with  it ;  but,  with  this 

Sroperty-tax,  you  have  to  pay  the  Customs 
uty  first,  and  then  you  have  to  pay  the  pro- 
perty-tax on  that.  This  goes  on  from  year  to 
year,  and  the  trader  is  obliged  to  make  up  the 
amount  out  of  his  customers  ;  so  that  it  is  ab- 
surd to  say  that  the  working-classes  do  not  pay 
this  tax,  or  that  the  £500  exemption  frees  them. 
Therefore  I  am  quite  in  favour  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  tax,  and  only.  hox>e  that  it  will  be 
swept  away  altogether  next  year.  That  would 
be  a  most  popular  thing  to  do,  and  then,  if  we 
want  another  tax,  let  us  have  one  which  will 
not  tax  the  improvements  of  settlers  and  abso- 
lutely prevent  them  improving  their  property. 

Mr.  GILLIES.— I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
a  great  deal  of  this  discussion  is  altogether 
outside  the  question  at  issue.  If  it  were  a 
question  of  proposing  to  do  away  with  this  tax 
and  to  substitute  another,  many  of  the  arga- 
ments  used  would  be  in  place ;  but,  inasmuch 
as  it  is  not  a  question  of  that  sort,  but  simply 
whether  we  shall  reduce  this  tax»  it  seems  to 
me  that  a  great  deal  which  has  been  said  isnoe 
at  all  applicable.  What  we  have  to  look  at  is. 
What  is  the  policy  of  the  present  Govemmait? 
and,  in  that  view  of  the  question,  I  cannot 
understand  how  honourable  gentlemen  who 
have  given  their  support  to  that  policy  can  now 
turn  roimd  and  oppose  this  measure.  I  think 
that,  if  there  is  any  measure  which  has  been 
brought  forward  which  can  be  said  to  be  essen- 
tially a  measure  of  Government  policy,  it  is 
this.  What  practically  is  the  view  the  Govern- 
ment have  taken  ?  They  have  looked  round  the 
country  and  found  it  in  a  very  depressed  state. 
They  have  found  that  their  predecessors— the 
doctors  called  in  to  diagnose  the  patient — ^have 
said,  "  We  must  keep  him  on  very  low  diet; 
we  must  extract  every  sixpence  out  of  him,  and 
make  him  feel  the  pinch  of  taxation.  That  is 
the  only  way  to  bring  the  patient  round.  There 
is  no  use  helping  him.  We  must  make  him 
feel  that  he  has  been  living  far  too  fast, 
feeding  too  richly,  and  drinking  too  much 
cnampagne.  We  must  bring  him  down  and 
make  him  understand  that,  for  the  future,  he 
will  have  to  lay  aside  those  colonieing  works 
on  which  his  aspirations  have  been  so  set 
in  the  past."      Therefore  they  put  on  taxar 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BMJ         Property-Taa:  Bill.  [HOUSE.] 


Property-Tax  BilL 


SS5 


ii/m,  wfaieh  we  are  now  asked  to  reduce.  In 
l^gaid  to  that  tax,  I  beg  incidentally,  as  a 
question  of  fact,  to  correct  the  honourable 
member  for  Taranaki  in  respect  to  its  effect  on 
the  price  of  money.  I  can  say,  from  my  own 
experience,  that,  before  this  prox>erty-tax  was 
pat  on,  money  was  lent  as  low  as  6  and  6}  per 
€ent.,  and  that  it  has  never  been  lent  so  low  as 
ftat  since  this  tax  has  been  imposed.  But,  to 
XBtnm  to  the  question  before  us,  the  Govern- 
vent  has  said,  "  We  must  have  a  difierent  way 
cf  doing  things  and  of  dealing  with  the  affairs 
of  the  colony.  We  will  encourage  industries, 
«ad  do  all  that  we  can  to  help  the  settlers  to 
become  prosperous,  by  relieving  them  of  the 
Imrden  of  taxation."  And  this  measure  goes 
«uctly  in  that  direction.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  this  measure  will  restore  prosperity 
to  the  colony ;  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
it  is  going  to  make  the  wilderness  blossom  like 
the  rose ;  but  I  say  it  is  one  of  a  series  of 
measures  which  will  tend  to  restore  confidence 
generally  throughout  the  colony.  Many  honour- 
<^e  members  seem  to  me  to  take  a  very  short- 
s^ted  view  of  this  question.  They  seem  to 
think  that  directly  dealing  with  a  matter  is 
the  only  way  in  which  that  matter  can  be 
«fiected.  Now,  my  experience  in  life  teaches 
me  that,  if  you  wish  to  stem  a  great  current,  it 
is  no  use  your  going  to  try  and  stop  it  directly. 
You  must  go  up  to  the  source  of  the  stream, 
•and  put  in  a  weir  here  and  an  obstruction 
there,  in  order  to  turn  the  current  gradually 
and  effectually,  and  in  that  way  you  will 
king  about  this  end :  that  the  current, 
vhich  before  could  not  be  interfered  with, 
vill  be  totally  changed.  Now,  Sir,  with  re- 
gard to  this  very  question,  let  us  take  an 
illustration  which  has  occurred  to  me,  and 
vhich  is  recalled  to  my  mind  by  the  memor- 
able occurrence  which  happened  to-day.  I 
ieel  sure  that  every  member  of  tnis  House  and 
^veiy  New  Zealand  colonist  must  have  hailed 
with  delight  the  fact  that  the  great  chief 
Wahanui  came  to  the  bar  of  the  House  to-day 
to  plead  his  cause.  It  is  a  new  era.  It  tells 
its  own  tale.  It  tells  us  that  the  days  of  war 
and  bloodshed  and  trouble  with  the  Natives 
have  gone  by.  I  was  pleased  to  hear,  the 
•ologium  which  the  Minister  of  Native  Affairs 
passed  on  his  predecessor,  and  it  is  unneces- 
saiy  for  me  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  before 
this  in  praise  of  the  honourable  member  (Mr* 
Bzyce);  but  I  would  point  out  that  it  is  not 
only  to  the  honourable  member  for  Waitotara 
that  praise  is  due.  There  is  a  gentleman  in 
this  House  now  who,  to  niy  mind,  after  the 
member  for  Waitotara,  did  more  to  settle  effec- 
toally  the  Native  difficulty  than  any  other 
man  in  the  House.  I  say  that,  before  the  public 
works  policy  was  introduced  by  Sir  Julius 
Togel,  there  was  but  one  question  which 
-agitated  the  whole  of  New  Zealand, -and  that 
was  the  great  Native  difficulty.  That  was  the 
gmat  trouble  which  overshadowed  the  whole 
^lony,  and  politicians  and  statesmen  were  only 
j^ed  of  as  they  understood  or  did  not  under- 
stand the  Native  difficulty.  All  our  interests 
4nd  desires  in  the  South,  no  matter  how  urgent 


they  might  be,  had  to  give  way  to  this  one 
question.  In  the  House  and  out  of  the  House, 
in  the  newspapers,  and  everywhere  else,  there 
was  but  one  question  discussed,  and  that  was 
the  Native  difficulty.  Every  one  who  will  cast 
his  mind  back  to  those  days  will  bear  me  out. 
But  when  the  public  works  policy  was  pro- 
claimed, it  was  like  lifting  a  load  off  men's 
minds.  They  then  found  something  else  upon 
which  to  direct  their  attention ;  they  at  once, 
in  many  directions,  set  to  opening  out  and 
developing  the  resources  of  the  country;  and 
I  say  that  one  of  the  greatest  benefits,  if  not 
the  greatest,  that  the  public  works  policy  of 
Sir  Julius  Vogel  distinctly  conferred,  was  to 
begin  the  process,  now  completed,  of  ending  the 
Native  difficulty.  That  is  an  illustration  of 
how  great  events  are  effected  by  totally  differ- 
ent means.  You  would  not,  at  first  sight,  say 
that  the  public  works  policy  then  initiated 
would  have  any  effect,  or  any  great  effect, 
upon  the  Native  difficulty;  but  the  result 
was,  unquestionably,  that  it  had  a  very  potent 
effect  indeed.  Now,  I  do  not  say  that  this 
measure  reducing  the  property- tax  will  have 
a  very  potent  effect  immediately  upon  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  colony ;  but,  combined  with 
other  things,  undoubtedly  it  will  have  the 
effect  of  gradually  restoring  confidence  and 
bringing  us  back  to  that  state  which  we  have 
lost — namely,  the  state  of  having  faith  in  our- 
selves, of  having  faith  in  the  country,  and  be- 
lieving the  country  is  what  we  thought  it  was 
when  we  came  to  it  and  cast  in  our  lot  here — 

Eutting  heart  in  us,  in  fact,  and  enabling  us  to 
elp  forward  everything  that  is  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country.  Therefore  I  gladly  support  the 
Bill.  Before  sitting  down,  however,  I  would 
repeat  what  I  said  in  the  debate  on  the  Finan- 
cial Statement — that  I  should  have  preferred 
to  see  this  tax  given  to  local  purposes.  The 
Premier  has  referred  to  that  before,  and  I 
hope  it  has  not  been  lost  sight  of.  I  think 
that  is  the  direction  in  which  the  remainder 
of  the  tax  can  be  very  well  disposed  of  alto- 
gether. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  think  that  the  question 
before  the  House  is  really  not  one  whether  we 
should  have  a  land-tax  in  place  of  a  property- 
tax,  but  whether  a  property-tax  shall  be  im- 
posed at  all,  and  whether  it  shall  be  imposed 
at  a  reduced  rate  as  compared  with  last  year's. 
For  my  part,  I  think  that  the  Premieres  reply 
to  certain  honourable  members  who  expressed 
themselves  against  the  Bill  is  a  complete  one, 
and  shows  the  inconsistency  of  the  position 
those  honourable  members  have  taken  up.  I 
refer  to  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East  and  the  honourable  member  for  Akaroa, 
who,  although  they  profess  to  believe  that  the 
property-tax  is  really  not  paid  by  property- 
holders  but  by  the  mass  of  the  people,  yet 
are  prepared  to  vote  against  this  reduction. 
A  good  deal  has  been  said  upon  the  question 
as  to  who  pays  the  property-tax.  I  differ  en- 
tirely from  the  Premier  on  that  point.  I  say 
that,  undoubtedly,  the  property -holders  are 
those  who  really  do  pay  the  tax.  If  you  look 
at  the  statistics  Ijsiid  before  Parliament  in  tho- 
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previous  session,  the  matter  will  be  quite  appa- 
rent. The  total  amount  of  real  estate  after 
deducting  £26,000,000  for  Crown  and  Native 
lands  and  education  reserves,  is  £75,000,000, 
and  the  amount  taxable  is  £45,000,000 ;  while 
there  is  exempt,  under  the  £500  exemption,  no 
less  than  £80,000,000.  Then  comes  personal 
property.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about 
merchants'  stocks  in  warehouses  being  taxed, 
and  the  amount  of  the  tax  being  added  to  the 
price  when  sold,  so  that  the  consumer  really 
has  to  pay.  If  you  look  at  the  table. showing 
returns  by  owners,  you  will  find  that  the  value 
of  live  stock — cattle,  sheep,  &c. — amounts  to 
£8,642,117.;  merchandise,  to  £9,710,794;  fur- 
niture, household  goods,  musical  instruments, 
works  of  art,  &c.,  £4,062,738  ;  cash  in  hand  or 
on  deposit  in  banks  or  otherwise,  £5,781,251 ; 
money  on  mortgage,  £19,428,585 ;  and  debts 
owing  to  those  persons,  £10,259,921.  There- 
fore, out  of  a  total,  in  round  numbers,  of 
£69,000,000,  only  £9,000,000,  or  about  one- 
sixth,  is  included  as  the  value  of  stocks  in 
warehouses,  of  which  so  much  has  been  made. 
NoW|  it  cannot  be  said  for  a  moment  that 
the  tax  on  furniture,  jewellery,  works  of  art, 
carriages,,  and  so  forth,  amounting  to  £4,000,000, 
is  in  any  sense  paid  for  by  the  mass  of  the 
people.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  question 
whether  the  merchants  charge  the  tax  in  the 
price  of  the  goods,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  goods 
have  not  been  increased  in  price  by  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  property-tax?  That  is  a  direct 
means  of  ascertaining  who  pays  the  tax  on 
merchandise.  Then,  there  is  another  way  of 
considering  that  question.  A  considerable  por- 
tion of  merchants'  stocks  are  not  bought  by  the 
working-cla»sses,  while  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
it  may  be  said  that  the  stocks  are  turned  over 
several  times  in  a  year.  But  the  property-tax 
is  assessed  on  the  whole  of  the  goods  in  the 
merchant's  warehouse  and  on  the  whole  of  his 
property ;  and  it  is  impossible  for  him,  in  the 
competition  which  exists  in  trade,  to  put  on  the 
-fractional  amount  that  would  represent  the 

Sroperty-tax  on  the  goods  he  sells.  It  is  un- 
oiibted  that  competition,'  in  trade,  really  rules 
the  price  of  goods ;  and  the  man  in  a  small 
way,  with  whom  the  £500  exemption  bears  a 
larger  proportion  to  the  whole  stock  than  with 
the  man  in  a  large  way  of  business,  could  under- 
sell the  latter  if  he  attempted  to  add  the  pro- 
perty-tax to  the  price  of  his  goods.  The  same 
remark  applies  to  mortgages.  It  is  said  that 
the  man  who  borrows  the  money  has  to  pay 
the  property-tax  in  the  shape  of  increased  rate 
of  interest.  Now,  I  say  the  rate  of  interest  is 
not  at  all  regulated  by  that.  It  is  really  regu- 
lated by  the  amount  of  money  available  for 
being  lent,  and  the  demand  there  is  for  it. 
And  even  if  it  could  be  said  that  the  amount 
available  is  affected  by  this  tax — which  I  do  not 
admit — ^that  could  not  apply  to  one-half  of  the 
mortgage-money,  for  about  one-half  is  colonial 
capital.  I  feel  perfectly  certain  in  my  own 
mind  that  the  propertied  classes  pay  the  tax, 
and  that  those  who  hold  that  the  mass  of  the 
people  have  to  pay  it  are  under  a  great  mistake. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  Bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
Mr,  Peacock 


a  property-tax,  although  for  equalizing  the  buz< 
dens  of  taxation  I  should  have  preferred  if  n 
reduction  had  not  been  proposed  in  this  dlreo- 
tion. 

Mr.  MENTEATH.—The  speech  made  by  the 
Premier  was  certainly  a  most  interesting  one, 
I  think  myself  it  must  have  been  made  with 
the  collateral  intention  of  keeping  up  the  de- 
bate until  after  half-pa.8t  five,  for  he  really  laid 
himself  open  in  so  many  places  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  less  than  about  twenty  speakers  to 
point  out  the  nimiber  of  errors  made.  With 
reference  to  the  assumption  that  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  tax  the  working-men  will  be  bene* 
fited  instead  of  the  landowners,  I  think  th* 
honourable  member  for  Newton  has  just  shown 
pretty  conclusively  that  a  very  small  fraction 
of  the  tax,  even  if  the  Premier's  contention  is 
correct  as  to  the  property  subject  to  the  tax, 
can  be  afterwards  made  the  subject  of  pay* 
ment  by  the  working-classes.  But  the  Premier 
forgot  to  mention  that  a  very  large  proportioa 
of  the  property -tax  is  virtually  a  land-tax. 
Out  of  eightyone  millions  of  taxable  propertf, 
forty-two  millions,  or  something  more  thu 
half,  is  land.  Now,  throughout  the  career  of 
the  Premier  we  have  always  heard  that  it  is  fit 
and  proper  to  tax  land ;  and  yet  here  is  a 
Government  of  which  the  Premier  is  a  mem- 
ber  making  a  remission  in  favour  of  the  land- 
owners of  one-half  of  this  taxation;  because 
one-half  of  this  tax  must  fall  exclusively  upoii 
the  land-owning  classes.  Then,  again,  there  is 
another  considerable  fraction  of  the  property 
which  is  caught  by  this  tax  represented  by 
mortgages,  and  the  Premier  pointed  out  con- 
clusively that  the  mortgagees  ha^  indemni- 
fied themselves  against  the  operation  of  tiie 
tax  by  raising  the  rate  of  interest  on  mortgag» 
contracts.  Now,  mortgage  contracts  ore  gene- 
rally made  tQ\  a  term  of  years,  some  of  than 
for  a  very  long  term;  and,  according  to  the 
argument  of  the  Premier,  the  mortgagees, 
many  of  whom  live  out  of  the  country,  while 
deriving  the  full  benefit  of  the  increased  rate 
of  interest,  will  also  have  the  full  advantage  of 
this  remission  of  property-tax.  The  Preomier 
also  gave  us  a  disquisition  on  the  evils  of  taxa- 
tion, and  I  suppose  we  can  see  the  directicn 
in  which  those  evils  are  to  be  removed.  We 
know  that  the  obligations  we  are  bound  to 
fulfil  until  the  Sinking  Fund  is  relieved  an 
to  be  paid  with  borrowed  money.  We  have 
heard  from  the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  there 
would  be  no  harm  in  paying  interest  out  of 
borrowed  money ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  the 
proposals  of  the  Qovemment  are  pushed  to  their 
logical  conclusion,  in  the  course  of  a  session  or 
two,  when  perhaps  they  have  a  more*  subser- 
vient majority  than  at  present,  we  may  see 
proposals  brought  down  for  defraying  all  thff 
taxation  of  the  country  out  of  borrowed  money. 
That  will  be  but  the  logical  conclusion  of  the- 
homily  prea.ched  to  us  by  the  Premier.  But  the- 
only  unfortunate  thing  is  that  there  are  other 
parties  to  the  bargain.  Unfortunately,  there 
are  some  creditors  whom  we  have  to  consult,, 
and  who  may  express  dissatisfaction  with  this 
coarse.    Otherwise,  so  far  as  New  Zealand  and 
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the  taxpayers  are  concerned,  I  am  sure  it  would 

le  a  most  brilliant  policy  to  borrow  the  total 

amount,  from  year  to  year,  of  our  taxation. 

*  I  am  sure  that  the  Government  which  brought 

I  down  such  proposals  and  carried  them  out 
firoold  be  perfectly  certain  of  a  permanent  seat 

■■    QD  those  benches. 

j  Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.  — So  many  mem- 
ben  have  referred  to  the  fallacies  of  the  Pre- 
mier's speech  that  I  shall  not  refer  to  them. 
Bnt  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  Premier  was 
onder  the  impression  that  this  was  a  measure 
ior  repealing  the  property-tax.  This  is  a  Bill 
to  repeal  one-half  of  the  property-tax,  or  it  is  a 
Bill  to  reduce  the  taxation  of  the  country  by, 
taj,  £140,000.  That,  naturally,  suggests  for 
eonsideration  the  question,  What  part  of  our 
taxation  is  it  best  to  remit?  It  appears  to 
me  that  this  is  not  the  proper  part.  I  think 
there  are  other  kinds  of  taxation  that  we 
might  remit.  I  myself  have  always  been  in 
favour  of  a  total  remission  of  tlie  sugar  duties, 
and  I  would  much  rather,  remit  those  duties 
til  toto  than  remit  one-half  of  the  property- 
tax.  The  introduction  of  this  Bill  also  natu- 
rally recalls  to  our  minds  the  occasion  for 
having  a  property-tax  at  all.  Why  have  we 
a  property-tax  ?  It  is  not  long  since  there  was 
neither  land-tax  nor  property- tax ;  the  revenue 
iras  chiefly  raised  from  Customs.  The  reason 
vhy  we  had  first  a  land-tax,  and  have  now  a 
property-tax,  is  simply  this  :  that  it  is  necessary 
to  have  it  in  order  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
of  interest  on  the  cost  of  our  railways — at  least, 
I  have  always  understood  that  the  necessity  for 
a  land-tax  or  a  property-tax  at  all  is  simply 
to  make  good*  that  deficiency.  —  ("No.") — An 
honourable  gentleman  says  **  No ;"  but  there  is 
a  large  deficiency.  From  papers  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  I  presume  that  the  de- 
ficiency in  interest  from  the  railways  this  year 
will  be,  say,  £250,000;  or,  in  other  words, 
it  will  take  the  whole  of  the  property-tax  at 
last  year's  rate  to  meet  the  deficiency  on  the 
nilways  alone  —  and  that  is  not  taking  into 
account  the  interest  on  our  roads  and  other 
pabUc  works.  Still,  you  propose  to  remit  half 
the  property-tax,  or,  in  other  words,  to  cast 
upon  the  people  the  burden  of  bearing,  say, 
one-half  of  the  deficiency  of  the  interest  on 
our  public  works.  And  this,  I  think,  is  alto- 
gether wrong.  It  is  the  propertyrholdcrs  who 
ought  to  bear  this  deficiency ;  and  it  is  chiefly 
on  that  account  that  I  oppose  this  Bill.  Now, 
what  have  we  done  this  very  day  ?  Have  we 
not  passed  the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  to  bor- 
iDw  £1,600,000?  What  amount  will  the  in- 
terest on  that  be  ?  I  see  that  the  rate  of 
intereslf  is  put  down  at  5  per  cent. — ^more  than 
"we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  paying  for  our 
money  recently.  Suppose  we  get  the  money  at 
4  per  cent. ;  there  is  i:60,000  for  interest.  There 
is  the  other  million  to  be  raised  in  January 
next,  which  means  £40,000  for  interest — the 
two  together,  £100,000 ;  and  that  is  altogether 
irrespective  of  the  loan  for  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Railway.  I  consider  that  the  time  is 
inopportune  :  that  is  the  word  which  has  been 
QMd,  and  I  think  it  is  a  very  appropriate  word. 
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The  present  moment  is  inopportune  for  r6-> 
ducing,  at  all  events,  this  particular  taxation ; 
or  I  may  say  that  to  reduce  any  taxation  at 
the  present  moment  is  inopportune.  We  are 
going  into  the  money-market  to  borrow  large- 
sums  of  money,  on  which  we  shall  have  to 
pay  interest ;  and  I  think  we  might  do  much 
better  than  reduce  our  taxation  just  now. 
There  can  be  no  question  that,  in  a  short  time» 
within  a  year  or  two,  we  shall  have  to  put  on 
this  tax  again,  or  some  other  tax  whicn  will 
bring  in  at  all  events  an  equal  amount.  And 
we  all  know  how  very  inconvenient  it  is  for 
men  to  be  paying  low  taxation  one  year  and 
high  taxation  another  year.  Of  course  it  is  a 
■relief  for  the  time — there  can  be  no  question 
about  that  —  and  I  have  been  debating  with 
myself  whether  to  vote  with  the  "Ayes"  or 
«» Noes."  In  regard  to  voting  with  the  "  Ayes," 
there  is  this  to  bo  said :  The  financial  policy 
of  the  Government  has  been  framed  so  as  to 
admit  of  this  remission,  and,  as  the  session 
will  close  in  a  few  days,  there  will  be  no  oppor- 
tunity of  any  other  remission :  this  being  the 
case,  one  might  vote  with  the  "  Ayes."  At  the 
same  time,  the  Bill  is  unsound  in  principle^ 
and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  I  should  pro- 
bably be  doing  my  duty  in  voting  with  the 
"  Noes,"  as  a  sort  of  protest  against  action  of 
which  I  cannot  approve. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— All  this  virtuous  indigna- 
tion  might  have  been  saved,  because  the  op- 
ponents of  the  reduction  might  have  waited 
till  we  got  into  Committee,  and  then  could 
have  moved  that  the  tax  should  be  the  same 
amount  as  last  year. 

An  Hon.  Membeb. — No  ;  the  amount  in  the 
Bill  cannot  be  raised. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— At  all  events,  the  Premier 
has  told  us  distinctly  the  object  of  the  remis- 
sion of  the  tax.  The  Government  are  going 
to  devise  some  systen^  of  local  finance  by  next 
session,  and  they  propose  to  do  away  with  this 
tax  altogether,  and  substitute  another,  to  be 
settled  on  the  local  bodies,  so  as  to  prevent 
them  coming  to  this  House  with  demands  for 
local  works.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a 
real  necessity  for  the  tax  on  that  account.  By 
the  Public  Works  Statement  you  find  that  the 
local  bodies  ask  for  no  less  than  £400,000  for 
roads  and  bridges.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  do  away  with  this  tax  alto* 
gether,  and  allow  the  local  bodies  to  tax  them- 
selves to  ipake  their  roads  and  bridges  them- 
selves. This  is  one  branch  of  the  policy  the 
Government  have  in  view  for  next  session.  I 
hope  the  House  will  go  to  the  vote  and  decide 
the  question. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — I,  like  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Clutha,  feel  somewhat  in  a  difficulty  as. 
to  how  to  vote  on  the  measure  before  the  House.. 
It  is  at  all  times  very  difficult  for  fiiny  honour- 
able member  who  desires  to  represent  a  dis- 
trict fairly  and  faithfully  in  this  House  to  vote, 
against  any  measure  to  reduce  the  taxation  of 
the  country ;  but,  in  my  case,  the  difficulty 
arises  in  this  way :  What  does  a  reduction  of  the 
property-tax  mean  ?  It  means  that  eventually 
a  land-tax  will  be  introduced.    And  what  does 
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that  mean  ?  It  means  that  the  people  I  have 
the  honour  to  represent  in  tliis  House  will 
have  to  bear  the  whole  burden  of  the  taxation 
of  the  country,  as  against  a  property-tax ;  and, 
as  such,  I  must  say  that  I  am  averse  to  a  re- 
duction of  taxation  in  this  case.  Wo  in  the 
country  have  not  obtained  anything  like  a  fair 
share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  large  borrowing 
New  Zealand  has  engaged  in  since  1870,  and 
therefore  I,  for  my  part,  cannot  agree  to  this 
reduction,  simply  because  I  know  that  the 
intention  is,  within  the  next  ten  months, 
to  introduce  a  measure  to  impose  a  land- 
tax. —  ("No.")  —  My  honourable  friend  says 
**  No ;"  but  we  have  had  it  moat  unmistakablv 
indicated,  not  only  in  the  Speech  with  which 
this  session  was  opened,  but  in  other  directions, 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  a  land-tax  at  no  distant  date. 
At  all  events,  as  soon  as  the  opportunity  arises, 
as  soon  as  tlie  measure  can  be  carried,  the 
property-tax  will  be  swept  away  and  a  land-tax 
imposed  on  us.  And  I  wish  dintinctly  and 
fairly  to  say  at  onco  to  the  House  and  to  any 
Government  on  those  benches  that  I,  at  any 
rate,  will  not  bo  one  to  vote  for  sweeping 
away  the  property-tax  with  a  view  to  intro- 
-ducing  a  land-tax,  because  I  say  that  by  that 
you  at  once  introduce  class  taxation,  and 
1,  for  my  part,  am  not  going  to  submit  to 
that.  I  was  somewhat  amused  by  the  argu- 
ment of  the  honourable  member  for  Bruce, 
who  remarked  on  the  fact  tliat  we  had  had  a 
Native  chief  of  very  considerable  importance 
^iddressing  us  from  the  bar  of  the  House  to-day 
— which  is  no  doubt  a  very  important  fact — 
«nd  the  honourable  gentleman  proceeded  to 
argue  that  the  fact  of  that  chief  appearing  here 
was  due  to  the  public  works  sN'stem  introduced 
in  1870.  I  say  the  honourable  gentleman  knew 
nothing  about  the  case ;  and  I  say,  without 
fear  of  contradiction — I  do  not  care  who  rises 
to  endeavour  to  do  it — that  we  have  no  other 
person  than  the  honourable  member  for  Wai- 
totara  to  thank  for  the  present  state  of  feeling 
among  the  Natives.  1  have  not  always  been  in 
accord  with  the  honourable  gentleman's  policy ; 
sometimes  I  have  differed  from  him  materially ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  say  that  to  him,  and 
to  no  one  else,  is  due  the  praise  for  the  present 
state  of  Native  policy.  He  has  always  stated 
he  was  going  to  do  a  certain  thing,  and  he  has 
carried  it  out ;  and  the  country  and  this  House 
have  always  backed  him  up.  Our  experience  of 
previous  Native  Ministers  was  that  they  were 
fertile  in  great  promises,  which  they  never 
•carried  out.  They  tried  to  do  this,  that,  and 
the  other;  they  introduced  a  sugar-and-flour 
policy;  and  we  all  know  the  result.  The 
honourable  member  for  Waitotara's  policy  was 
■difTerent.  He  made  the  Natives  imderstond 
that  when  he  said  ho  was  going  to  do  a  thing 
he  would  do  it,  and  that  when  he  said  ho 
wjould  not  do  a  thmg  it  would  not  be  done. 
The  Natives  came  to  recognize  that  fact ;  and 
to  that  honourable  member,  and  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  was  a  member,  is  due  the 
present  state  of  feeling  among  the  Natives,  and 
not  to  the  public  works  policy  introduced  in 
Mr.  Hamlin 


1870.  Aa  I  have  said,  I  feel  that  I  must  oppoi 
this  measure,  for  the  reason  that,  though  I  ai 
at  all  times  prepared  to  vote  to  relieve  thoi 
whom  I  represent  from  their  severe  burden 
of  taxation,  I  should  feel  that,  if  I  voted  for 
reduction  of  this  tax,  I  was  assisting  to  impos 
a  land-tax.  For  that  reason,  I  cannot  see  m; 
way  to  vote  for  the  measure  before  the  House 
and  therefore!  I  shall  oppose  it. 

Sir  J,  VOGEL. — I  was  unprepared  for  a  de 
bate  on  this  Bill.  It  seems  to  me  that  reall 
all  that  has  been  said  this  afternoon,  if  thei 
was  any  real  meaning  in  it,  should  bave  bee 
said  very  much  earlier  in  the  session,  wha 
those  who  wished  might  have  given  effect  t 
the  views  they  have  uttered.  I  have  only  \ 
few  words  to  say  in  reply.  The  honourabl 
member  for  Gaversham  expressed  his  opinio] 
that  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  and  the  pre 
vious  Colonial  Treasurer  both  desired  to  creat 
floating  debts  for  the  purpose  of  funding  then 
I  will  not  enter  into  the  question  as  far  as  it  n 
lates  to  my  predecessor ;  but,  as  far  as  it  relate 
to  myself,  I  have  not  the  remotest  notion  oi 
what  ground  the  honourable  gentleman  formtt 
his  opinion.  The  honourable  member  for  Aucfc 
land  East  has,  I  understand,  raised  a  pro 
test  against  the  reduction  of  .the  tax.  If  '. 
recollect  aright,  after  the  Financial  Statemen 
was  made  the  honourable  gentleman  expressof 
strong  approval  of  it,  and  I  understood  that  h 
strongly  objected  to  the  property-tax,  which  i 
is  the  intention  of  this  Bill  to  reduce.  Then 
as  regards  the  honourable  member  for  Tan 
naki,  who  says  it  is  notorious  that  the  rate  ia 
money  has  fallen  since  the  property-tax  ha( 
been  imposed :  we  know  that  rumour  is  not  i 
very  useful  thing  to  depend  on ;  but  I  may  sa; 
as  a  matter  of  fact  —  and  other  honouiabL 
gentlemen  here  can  corroborate  me — that,  d 
the  renewal  of  mortgages  which  have  fallen  ii 
since  the  property-tax  was  imposed,  the  mort 
gogees  have  insisted  on  charging  }  per  cent 
extra,  to  cover  this  property-tax  and  the  cen* 
tingencies  of  its  increase.  In  other  words, 
while  three  farthings  has  been  charged  as  tlw 
tax,  they  have  insisted  on  putting  on  tn 
farthings,  to  cover  the  risk  of  increase.  Thai 
is  the  honourable  gentleman's  notion  of  re- 
lieving the  burden :  to  me  it  is  an  odd  one 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  honourable  membei 
for  Egmont ; — and  ho  will,  I  know,  pardon  bm 
for  not  having  referred  to  him  first,  though  h« 
led  the  discussion.  The  honourable  gentleman 
has  said  but  very  few  words,  but  he  has  said 
them  in  a  manner  which  has  quite  convinced 
us  of  his  determination.  He  asked  us  if  w« 
appreciate  the  question  of  the  incidence  of  tax- 
ation ;  whether  we  hod  reflected  if  it  equitably 
aflccted  the  various  classes  of  people;  whethai 
we  were  not  endeavouring  to  release  the  rich 
and  to  burden  tiie  poorer  classes.  Then,  he 
made,  I  think,  an  indirect  reference  to  th? 
Customs.  Now,  I  will  say  a  few  words  in  reply 
to  the  honourable  gentleman.  As  regards  the 
Customs  tariff  generally,  my  opinion  is  that 
the  tariff  is  one  which  very  fairly  affects  per- 
sons in  proportion  to  their  means.  It  is  • 
discriminating    tax,  and  a  tax  which,  to  a 
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lazge  extent,  is  Toluntary..     It  depends  upon 
tiie  peiBons  who  expend  money  to  what  extent 
fliey  will  expend  money  upon  dutiable  goods. 
As  far  as  food  is  concerned,  they  are  free  from 
taxation ;  and,  regarding  other  matters,  it  de- 
pends upon  the  amount  of  money  they  choose 
to  spend  how  much  they  are  tcuced. .    And  I 
t^ink,  taking  it  fairly  into  consideration,  we 
inay  say  that  the  Customs  revenue,  by  a  sort  of 
"  ride  of  thumb,"  indirectly  taxes  all  classes  of 
ihe  community  at  a  rate  of  percentage  closely 
proportionate  to  the  amount  they  are  expend- 
ing.   I  may  admit,  .6tr,  that  there  is  one  very 
ffreat  defect  in  the  Customs  tariff,  and  that 
IS  that^  owing  to  the  free  admission  of  goods 
l)elonging  to  the  various  departments  of  the 
Government,  the  Government  and  this  House 
itself,  by  not  taking  into  account  the  duties 
yrhick  would  be  paid  by  the  Government  if 
those  duties  were  charged  in  the  ordinary  way, 
have  not  a  correct  view  of  the  cost  of  articles 
in  the  country,  and  that  local  producers  suffer 
veiy  much  in  consequence.    However,  that  is 
not  a  question  I  need  pursue  at  present ;  but, 
vhen  ^e  honourable  gentleman  speaks  of  the 
poor  and  rich  classes,  of  different  classes  in  the 
community,  I  should  like  to  ask  him  exactly 
what  he  means.     It  seems  to  me  it  may  be 
said  that,  relatively  to  their  occupations  in 
this  country,  the  classes  which  are  the  poorer 
classes  are  those  which  in  other  countries  are 
the  richer  classes.      The   labouring-class,   for 
example,  should  certainly  not  be  the  poorer 
I      -class  in  this  country.    I  would  ask  whether  a 
2abouiing-man,  who  earns,  as  he  ought  to  earn, 
|ood  wages  in  the  country,  is  as  poor  as  a 
clotk,  for  instance,  who,  on  a  slender  pittance, 
has  to  keep  not  only  himself,  but  his  fajnily, 
nnder  circumstances  which  entail  upon  him, 
vrhether  he  wishes  it  or  not,  a  heavy  expendi- 
tnre.    Now,  the  difference  between  my  honour- 
I      able  friend  and  myself  in  relation  to  classes  is 
I      this:  For  my  part,  I  think  it  very  desirable 
I      we  should  not  make  class  distinctions,  and 
I      the  honourable  gentleman  finds  it  necessary  to 
make  class  distinctions. 
Major  ATKINSON.— No. 
Sir  J.  VO GEL.  — Where  would  be  three- 
fourths  or  seven-eighths  of   the  speeches  he 
makes  about  the  country  if  he  did  not  make 
«lass  distinctions?     His  speeches  deal  essen- 
tially  with   class    distinctions.      Where    else 
would  be  his  project  of  national  insurance? 
Where  would  be  all  those  social  questions  in 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  delights,  and 
which  depend  directly  upon  one  part  of  the 
community  being  overburdened  with   wealth 
and  another  part  overburdened  with  poverty  ? 
The  difference  between  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  myself  is  this:  that  I  would  endea- 
vour so  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  colony 
tliat  there  should    be   no  poor  <class   in  the 
«olony.    Persons  who  are  able  to  work — I  am 
not  speaking  of  those  who,  by  illness  or  any- 
tliing  of  that  sort,  are  not  al3le  to  work — should 
not  be  poor  in  a  country  like  this.    They  should 
have  employment,  and  they  shquld  be  well  paid 
for  it.    That  is  what  I  consider  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  colonisation.     I  am  'quite  convinced 


that  a  low  rate  of  wages  does  not  mean  pro- 
sperity to  a  country.  I  am  quite  convinced 
tnat,  when  the  labouring- classes  are  able  to  earn 
high  rates  of  wages,  then  we  have  true  pro> 
sperity.  Therefore  the  difference  between  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  myself  is  this  :  that» 
whilst  I  say  we  should  have  no  poverty  in  lie 
coimtry — ^whilst  I  say  we  should  so  conduct  our 
colonizing  operations  as  to  be  able  to  afford 
employxnent  in  this  country ;  yes,  Sir,  employ- 
ment for  more  than  twice  as  many  people  as 
there  are  now  in  the  colony ;  and  l^at  we  should 
be  a  prosperous  Community  —  the  honourable 
gentleman  apparently  believes  it  necessary  to 
manufacture  a  poverty-stricken  class,  by  driv- 
ing capital  away.  He  does  not  say  those 
words,  but  his  acts  tend  in  that  direction. 
There  can  be  no  more  ridiculous  and  absurd 
delusion  on  the  part  of  the  labouring-classes 
than  to  believe,  and  there  can  be  no  greater 
sin  on  the  part  of  educated  people  than  to  try 
to  lead  them  to  believe,  that  capital  is  opposed 
to  and  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing-classes. Drive  away  capital,  and  where 
are  the  labouring-classes  to  get  money  from, 
however  industrious  they  may  be  ?  Then,  the 
difference  between  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  myself  is  this:  I  think  the  capitalists 
should  not  be  driven  away,  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  thinks  —  or,  rather,  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  thinks  so,  bi}t  he  acts  as 
though  he  thought — that  they  should  be.  The 
honourable  member  for  Bruce  made  use  of 

—  I  was  going  to  say  —  a  happy  simile;  but 
I  can  hairdly  say  that,  because  I  am  going 
to  use  the  same,  and  it  would  biB  like  praising 
myself.  He  told  us  that  the  late  Government, 
in  their  treatment  of  the  patient,  ha.d  always 
prescribed  low  diet,  whilst  what  the  patient 
really  required  was  stimulating  and  nourishing 
diet.  The  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
reminds  me  of  a  very  remarkable  character 
in  history — Doctor  Sangrado,  in  "Gil  Bias" 

—  whose  only  idea  for  all  diseases  and  all 
sufferers  was,  '*  Bleed,  bleed,  bleed."  Now, 
absolutely,  this  afternoon,  when  we  have,  so  to 
speak,  finished  the  business  of  the  session; 
when  we  have  made  all  arrangements  by 
which  we  simply  require  a  certain  sum  of 
money — about  £130,000 — where  can  be  the 
use,  what  the  possible  object,  of  inflicting  a  pro- 
perty-tax for  double  the  amount  we  require? 
Yet  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  that  desire 
to  "  bleed,  bleed,"  comes  down  and  tells  us  he  ^ 
wishes  to  double  the  taxation.  No  object  is  * 
stated ;  the  honourable  ibember  has  not  shown 
that  we  have  over-estimated  the  revenue.  He 
has  accepted  our  calculations.  There  is  no 
.reason  why  we  should  increase  taxation,  ex- 
cept on  the  cruel  principle  which  leads  a  boy 
standing  at  a  window-pane  with  a  pin  in  his 
hand  to  vivisect  house-flies — that  we  should 
teach  the  people  we  can  tax  them.  This  is  a 
yearly  tax,  and  if  we  can  only  save  them  from 
half  of  it  for  one  yec^  we  are  entitled  to  the 
gratitiide  of  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  Why 
on  earth  should  we  impose  unnecessary  taxa- 
tion upon  them  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— No,  no. 
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Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — I  know  the  honourable 
gentlemaji  entirely  disagrees  with  me,  and  be- 
ueves  there  is  a  need  of  keeping  up  taxation. 
There  was  a  famous  saying  of  Gib  Don  Wake- 
field that,  "if  you  intended  to  throw  the 
money  into  the  sea,  it  was  still  desirable  to 
exact  for  the  land  a  fair  value ;"  and  I  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  parody  that 
and  say,  "If  you  were  to  throw  the  money 
into  the  sea,  it  is  still  desirable  to  take 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  taxpayers  &  certain 
amount  of  money,"  to  keep  them  up  to  the 
knowledge  of  what  it  is  to  pay  taxes,  and  to 
teach  them  to  treat  the  tax-collector,  I  sup- 

r)8e,  with  proper  courtesy  and  consideration, 
entirely  disagree  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  I  express  my  dissent.  I  think  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  an  idea  that  taxa- 
tion discourages  extravagance  in  every  direc- 
tion ;  and  he  says  to  a  person  who  lives  in  a 
six-roomed  cottage,  "  Four  rooms  will  do ;  and 
you  will  save  two  rooms ;"  to  a  person  who  has 
a  piano,  "  Why  are  you  so  extravagant?  You 
had  much  better  teach  your  daughter  to  work, 
and  not  to  waste  time  in  music."  He  may  not 
say  that  in  the  exact  words,  but,  under  the 
guise  of  what  he  calls  "  thrift,"  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  done  more  than  anybody  I  know 
to  discourage  persons  who  can  afford  expendi- 
ture for  the  refinements  of  life  from  gomg  to 
that  expenditure.  The  labouring-classes  would 
be  nowhere,  there  would  be  no  occupation  for 
them,  if  persons  who  can  afEord  money  for  such 
things  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  expend  it.  For 
the  Government  to  say  to  merchants,  "Yon 
must  not  over-import ;"  to  say  to*  persons  who 
are  inclined  to  forward  gold -mining,  "You 
must  not  invest  in  mining  companies ; "  to  say, 
«  You  must  not  do  this,  or  the  other: -keep 
your  money :  wait,  wait " — is  a  false  policy  of 
interference  altogether. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
honourable  gentleman  say  so.  Now,  let  me 
ask  the  honourable  gentleman  this :  What  is 
the  effect  of  this  property-tax  ?  It  has  a  clear 
effect.  Why,  Sir,  its  clear  effect  "is  this :  that 
it  discourages  expenditure  of  every  kind ;  dis- 
courages a  man  from  making  improvements ; 
discourages  a  man  from  taking  advantage  of 
the  improvements  of  science;  discourages  a 
man  from  taking  advantage  of  or  encouraging 
art  in  any  form.  In  whatever  shape  a  man 
may  expend  his  money ;  no  matter  how  much 
•  — probably  20  per  cent,  in  Customs  duty — he 
has  paid  on  what  he  imports,  he  is  charged 
rent  beyond  that  in  the  shape  of  the  property- 
tax.  As  honourable  gentlemen  well  know,  my 
opinions  are  very  strongly  in  favour  of  doing 
away  with  the  property-tax  altogether.  It  is 
painful  to  me  to  bring  down  a  Bill  continuing 
a  tax  that  I  believe  is  unnecessary.  I  believe, 
if  we  had  not,  in  a  chivalrous  notion  of  the 
demands  of  a  sor^  of  understanding  that  had 
been  arrived  at,  felt  ourselves  precluded  from 
making  a  rate  which  would  cover  the  cheurge 
of  local  charitable  institutions,  we  might  have 
•done  away  with  this  hateful  tax  altogether, 
fiir,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  is  better  to 


have  no  tax  the  indirect  effect  of  which  h'io 
drive  away  capital,  and  to  reduce  the  means  of 
expenditure  from  all  sources  for  the  devebp* 
ment  of  tha  resources  of  the  colony;  but,  i2 
there  is  to  be  a  tax  of  the  kind,  a  modeiate 
land-tax,  localized  in  its  application,  is,  to  my 
mind,  a  fair  one ;  and,  if  it  were  necessazy  to 
go  beyond  that — ^which  I,  for  one,  do  not  sup* 
pose  it  will  be — I  say  a  tax  upon  the  earnings 
of  the  people  is  certainly  much  fairer  thaa 
a  tax  so  senseless  as  this  upon  property^ 
Why,  the  veiy  persons  you  tax  most  heavily 
may  be  the  persons  least  able  to  afford  the 
tax.  There  is  no  reason  for  concluding  that, 
because  a  man  happens  to  have  a  certain 
amount  of  property,  he  is  able  to  pay  a  tax 
upon  it.  That  property  may  be  useless  to 
him  ;  he  may  be  trying  to  struggle  on  for  yeais, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  productive  property;  and 
then  you  step  in  and  say,  "  You  want  the  last 
blow,  tq  destroy  you  *.  we  will  give  it  you,  by  the 
tax-g%theses."  An  income-tax  is  incomparably 
a  fairer  one,  although,.  I  admit,,  an  exceedingly 
inexpedient  one  in  a  country  like  this^  where 
it  is  so  very  difficult  to  average  the  earnings  of 
the  people.  I  should  like  to  see  the  property- 
tax  done  away  with  next  year  altogether.  In 
the  mean4:ime,  it  is- impossible  for  me  to  under- 
stand how  honourable  members  can  ask  us  this> 
afternoon,  when  the  five  or  six  days  before 
the  session  closes  are  needed  to  settle  our 
other  Billsr  to  cruelly  tax  the  people  to  double 
the  extent  that  it  is  necessary  for  as  to  do. 
Such  a  thing  passes  my  comprehension.  If 
honourable  members  had  wished  that  this  tax 
should  be  doubled,  in  order  that  other  taxation 
might  be  remitted,  the  time  to  do  that  was 
earlier  in  the  session,  when  we  showed  what 
our  intenti(Nis  were.  The  Financial  State- 
ment was  ficee  from  any  concealment  what- 
ever. We  have  been  charged  with  a  multitude 
of  offences — in  fact,  with  most  of  the  offences 
dealt  with  in  the  Police  Offences  Bill ;  but- con- 
cealment has  never  been  charged  against  us.  It 
was  well  known  what  our  intentions  were.  No 
complaint  is  made  until  the  last  moment,  when 
we  are  told  that  it  is  exceedingly  inexpedient  to 
relieve  the  people  o£  half  this  tax.  As  far  as  i 
I  can  make  out,  the  most  logical  reason  givea  j 
for  not  reducing  the  tax  is  this :  that,  if  yoa 
give  them  the  relief  for  a  year,  their  education  | 
will  be  so  neglected  that  they  will  require  to  be 
told  what  is  the  meaning  of  paying  the  tax  at- 
all.  That  reminds  one  of  the  policy  pursued 
with  regard  to  the  fellahs  of  Egypt,  and  to  the 
subjected  races  of  other  countries,  where  harsh 
means  are  resorted  to  by  the  governing  races. 
I  do  not  think  the  people  of  New  Zealand  viUi 
object  to  the  remission.  This  year,  about 
Christmas  time,  they  will  be  asked  for  only 
half  the  amount  that  was  demanded  of  them 
last  year,  and  they  will  eat  their  Christina'* 
dinner  with  greater  pleasure  in  consequence. 
And  I  do  not  think  we  need  grudge  them  that 
pleasure.  If  taxation  is  necessary  in  future,, 
they  can  wait  until  it  comes.  As  far  as  I  caji 
see,  it  will  not  be  necessary  ;  but,  whether  it  is 
necessary  or  not,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment emjU.  of  the  House,,  when  they  see  thd 
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I  of  savmg  the  people,  aye,  2f  only  for  a 
year,  to  do  so  with  the  greatest  pleasure. 
The  Honse  divided. 

AlTES,  41. 

AUwiight  Joyce  Shrimski 

BallaDce  Lance  Steward,  W.  7. 

Bemn  Lamaoh  Stewart,  W.  B. 

B.-Brad8h»w     Levestam  Stout 

Brown  Macandrew  Sutter 

Oadman  McKenzie,  J.  Thompson,  T. 

]>ancan  McMillan  Thomson,  J.W. 

SrMor  Pearson  Tole 

Gfttrick  Pyke  TumbuU 

Gillies  Reese  Vogel 

Giigg  Richardson,  E.  W^er. 

QuinneBs  Boss  Tellers, 

Hazper  Samuel  Peacock 

Holmes  Shephard  Smith. 

Noss,  21. 
Atkinson  Lake  Bolleston 

Brace  Menteath  Bussell 

Biyce  Mitchelson        Trimble 

OonoUy  Moat  White,  W. 

Dodson  Montgomery  Tellers. 

Giey  Moss  Barron 

Hamlin  Bichardson,  G.  Seddon. 

Hobhs 

Paibs. 
For^  Against, 

Buckland,  J.  G.  Buchanan 

Coster  Johnston 

Cowan  Fergus 

Darga^le  Wilson 

Mackenzie,  M.         .  Beetham 
Gore  Hurst,  W.  J. 

Morris  Hirst,  H. 

O'Gallaghan  Wakefield 

Taiai»a.  Hakuene. 

Majortty  for,  20. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 
On  the  motion  for  committal,   . 
^Ir.  SEDDON  said,— I  desire  to  explain. why. 
I  called  for  a  division  on  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.    I  had  an  object  in 
view :  not  that  I  had  any  want  of  confidence 
in  ^e  GoTemment,  but  I  wanted  to  see  how 
many  there  were  in  this  House  who  would 
vote  for  relief  to  the  property-owners  in  New 
Zealand. 

Major  A'EKINSON.— The  Premierintroduoed 
so  many  fallacies  and  so  much  new  matter, 
and  tile  Colonial  Treasurer  did  iiie  same,  and 
both  honourahle  gentlemen  were  so  pointed  in 
their  reference  to  me,  that  it  will  take  half 
an  hour  to  expose  the  fallacies  which  those 
honourable  gentlemen  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary, at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  drag 
into  the  debate. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  do  not  think  I  mentioned  the 
honourable  gentleman's  name. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Most  pointedly— half  a 
dozen  times  at  the  very  least.  The  Premier 
asked  me  if  I  ever  saw  a  merchant's  books. 

Mr.  STOUT. — ^That  was  when  you  interrupted 
me. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  want  to  talk  to  the 
hondauable  gentleman  about  his  knowledge  of 


political  economy  and  some  other  matters. 
I  am  in  this  difficulty :  I  do  not  want  to  delay 
business.  All  I  want  to  know»  before  I  finally 
'decide,  is,  what  the  Government  intend  to  do 
4i(bout  sitting  to-night,  or  when  they  propose  to 
sit  again ;  because  I  do  not  think,  from  the 
marked  way  in  which  both  those  honourable 
gentlemen  referred  to  me,  and  the  gross  fal- 
lacies they  gave  utterance  to,  that  I  oan»  in 
justice  to  myself,  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
country,  permit  those  fallacies  to  remain  on 
record. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  hope  I  said  nothing  of  a 
personal  nature. 

Major  ATKINSON.- Oh»  no ;  not  in  the  least. 
It  is. a  matter  for  argument;  I  want  to  show 
the  fallacies  of  those  honourable  gentlemen. 
I  do  not  want  to  delay  the  stages  of  the  Bill,  if 
I  can  effect  my  purpose  in  any  other  way,  and 
I  am  willing  to  agree  to  an  adjournment  till 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— If  the  committal  of  the  BiU 
be  now  agreed  to,  tiie  honourable  gentleman 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  on  the 
motion  that  I  do  leave  the  chair. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  committed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr,  fiTOUT  moved,  That  the  House  adjourn 
till  Tuesday. 

The  House  divided. 

Ates,  29. 
Atkinson  Gillies  Rolleston 

Ballance  Grey  Samuel 

Bevan  Larnach  Stout 

B.-Bradshaw      Macandrew       Thompson,  T. 
Brown  Mackenzie,  M.  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Bruce  Moat  Tole 

Bryce  O'Conor  Trimble. 

Cadman  Reese  Tellers, 

■Conolly  Richardson,  E.  Fraser 

Dodson  Richardson,  G.  Pyke. 

Noes,  28. 
Barron  Levestam  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Oowan  McMillan  Sutter 

Dimcan  Menteath  Tumbull 

Garrick  Montgomery     Vogel 

Grigg  Peacock  Wfdker 

Guinness  Ross  White,  W.   . 

Harper  Shephard 

Joyce         .        Shrimski  Tellers, 

Lake  Smith  Holmes 

Lance  Steward,  W.  J.  Seddon. 

Majority  for,  1. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
six  o'clock  p.m. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

TuBsday,  4th  November,  1884. 


First  Headings  —  Third  Beading  —  Annexation  and 
Federation— Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill— Wa- 
nganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill— Life 
Assurance  Policies  Bill— Beet-root  Sugar  Bill— 
Westland  Education  District  Bnbdivision  Bill- 
West  Coast  Settlen^ent  Beeerres  BiU— Land  BUI. 

The  Hon.  the  Sfeaksb  took  the  chair  at 
half-ps^t  two  o'clock. 
Pbayebs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Consolidated  Stock  Bill,  New  Zealand  Loan 
Bill,  Property-Tax  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Hokitika  Steam-Tug  Bill. 

ANNEXATION  AND  FEDERATION. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  Sir,  in 
moving  the  motion  standing  in  my  name,  I 
trust  the  Council  will  not  consider  it  dis- 
courteous on  my  part  if  I  offer  no  observations 
upon  a  subject  on  which,  probably,  there  may 
be  great  diversity  of  opinion.  The  resolutions 
suggested  by  the  Govenmient  are  such  as,  I 
thmk,  will  meet  the  views  of  the  Council,  and 
I  will  content  myself  at  present  with  merely 
moving  the  motion  standing  in  my  name.  I 
know  there  are  honourable  gentleman  in  this 
Chamber  who  have  given  this  subject  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  and  it  will  be  a  pleasure,  no 
doubt,  to  hear  the  valuable  suggestions  tiiey 
will  offer  on  a  subject  of  6uch  importance. 

Mcttion  made,  and  question  proposed, — 

**  Whereas,  at  a  meeting  of  delegates  from 
the  following  colonies — namely,  Fiji,  New 
South  Wales,  New  Zealand,  Queensland,  South 
Australia,  Tasmania,  Victoria,  and  Western 
Australia — ^held  in  Sydney  during  November 
and  December,  1883,  the  following  resolutions 
were  agreed  to : — 

*'  *  1.  That  further  acquisition  of  dominion 
in  the  Pacific,  south  of  the  Equator,  by  any 
foreign  Power  would  be  highly  detrimental  i^ 
the  safety  and  well-being  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions m  Australasia,  and  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  the  Empire : 

"  *  2.  That  this  Convention  refrains  from  sug- 
gesting the  action  by  which  effect  can  best  be 
Siven  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  in'the  confi- 
ent  belief  that  the  Imperial  Government  will 
promptly  adopt  the  wisest  and  most  effectual 
measures  for  securing  the  safety  and  con- 
tentment of  this  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
donunions : 

"  *  8.  That,  having  regard  to  the  geographi- 
cal position  of  the  Island  of  New  Guinea,  the 
rapid  extension  of  British  trade  and  enterprise 
in  Torres  Straits,  the  certainty  that  the  island 
will  shortly  be  the  resort  of  many  adventurous 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  other  nations, 
and  the  absence  or  inadequacy  of  any  exist- 
ing laws  for  regulating  their  relations  with 
the  native  tribes,  this  Convention,  while  fully 
recognizing  that  the  responsibility  of  extend- 
ing the  boundaries  of  the  Empire  belongs  to 


the  bnperial  Government,  is  emphatically  of  • 
opinion  that  such  steps  should  be  immediately 
taken  as  will  most  conveniently  and  effectively 
secure  the  iaoorporation  with  the  British  Em- 
pire of  so  much  of  New  Guinea  and  the  small 
islands  adjacent  thereto  as  is  not  claimed  by 
the  Government  of  the  Netherlands  : 

"  '.4.  That,  although  the  understanding  ar- 
rived at  in  1878  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  recognizing  the  independence  of  the  New 
Hebrides,' appears  to  preclude  this  Conventioa 
from  run-In T^g  any  recommendation  inconsistent 
with  that  imderstanding,  the  Convention  mqges 
upon.  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  it  is 
extremely  desirable  that  such  understonding 
should  give  place  to  some  more  definite  en- 
gagement, which  ^all  secure  those  islands 
from  falling  under  any  foreign  dominion;  at 
the  same  time,  the  Convention  trusts  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  avail  itself  of  any 
opportunity  that  may  arise  for  negotiating 
with  the  Government  of  France  with  the  ob- 
ject of  obtaining  the  control  of  those  islands,  ia 
the  interests  of  Australasia : 

"  *  6.  That  the  Governments  represented  at 
this  Convention  imdertake  to  submit  and  re- 
commend to  their  respective  Legislatures  mea- 
sures of  permanent  appropriation  for  defraying, 
in  proportion  to  population,  such  share  of  the 
cost  incurred  in  giving  effect  to  the  foregoing 
resolutions  as  Her  Majesty's  Government,  hav-  , 
ing  regard  to  the  relative  importance  of  Im- 
perial and  Australasian'  interests,  may  deem 
fair  and  reasonable : 

**  *  6.  That  the  Convention  protests  in  the 
strongest  manner  against  the  declared  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  of  France  to  transport 
Iflurge  numbers  of  relapsed  criminals  to  the 
French  possessions  in  the  Pacific,  and  urges 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  use  every  means 
in  its  power  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  course 
so  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  Australasia  and 
the  Pacific  Islands : 

"  *  7.  That  the  Convention  expresses  a  con- 
fident hope  that  no  penal  settlement  for  the 
reception  of  European  criminals  will  long  con- 
tinue to  exist  in  the  Pacific,  and  invites  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  maJce  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  France  such  serious  representations  on 
this  subject  as  may  be  deemed  expedient : ' 

**And  whereas,  at  the  said  Convention,  a 
draft  Bill  to  constitute  a  Federal  Council  of 
Australasia  was  also  agreed  to  :  And  whereas, 
in  pursuance  of  the  undertaking  given  by  the 
delegates  from  the  Colony  of  New  Zealand,  ii 
is  desirable  that  the  resolutions  of  the  said 
Convention  should  be  submitted  to  this  Legis- 
lature : 

**  This  Council  resolves, — 

"That  it  agrees  generally  with  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  said  Convention;  but,  in  order 
that  its  views  may  be  specificfdly  expressed,  it 
resolves  as  follows : — 

**  (a.)  That  it  approves  of  the  steps  taken  by 
the  British  Government  for  the  establishment^ 
of  its  rule  over  New  Guinea,  and  hopes  that 
like  measures  will  be  taken  for  a  protectorate 
over  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  not  under 
the  dominion  of  any  stable  Government.     • 
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"  (6.)  That  this  colony  is  willing  to  pay,  in 
proportion  to  its  population,  a  share  of  the  sum 
of  £15,000  proposed  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. 

**  (c.)  That  it  desires  respectfully  to  protest 
ag&inst  the  transportation  of  criminals  to  the 
French  possessions  in  the  Pacific. 

"(d.)  That  it  requests  the  British  Gk)vem- 
ment  to  make  such  representations  to  the 
European  Powers  as  will  prevent  the  main- 
tenance of  penal  establishments  in  any  of  the 
Pacific  Islands. 

"(e.)  That  the  establishment  of  such  a 
Federal  Council  as  is  proposed  in  the  Con- 
vention's draft  Bill  is  premature. 

*■(/.)  That,  so  far  as  the  Bill  aims  at  en- 
abling the  colonies  to  jpintly  initiate  legisla- 
tion on  questions  of  common  interest  and 
importance  to  the  several  colonics,  it  has  the 
cordial  support  of  this  Council. 

"{^.)  That,  to  place  the  proposed  measure 
in  accordance  with  these  opinions,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  vary  the  Bill  so  as  to  provide — 
f^t,  that  the  Federal  Council  shall  not  make 
i:epresen  tat  Ions  to  the  Imperial  Government 
direct,  but  to  the  several  Colonial  Govern- 
ments; second,  that  any  measure  it  initiates 
shall  not  have  any  force  within  any  colony, 
nor  affect  any  colony,  until  it  is  adopted  by 
the  Legislature  of  such  colony." — (Hon.  Mr. 
F.  A.  Buckley.) 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.  — As  a  point  of 
order,  without  special  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion, I  should  like  to  offer  this  suggestion  to 
the  Council:  These  resolutions  are  supposed 
to,  or  will  be  taken  to,  express  the  opinion  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  New  Zealand,  and  not 
the  sentiment  of  any  one  Chamber  of  it.  The 
coarse  of  considering  them  simultaneously, 
as  is  now  proposed,  may  lead  to  a  conflict  of 
opinion  on  the  question,  or  to  a  difference  in 
the  forms  of  expression  in  the  resolutions 
themselves.  I  would  suggest  to  my  honour- 
able friend  that  it  might  be  more  convenient 
for  those  resolutions  to  be  passed  in  one  House, 
and  transmitted  for  the  concurrence  of  the 
other.  I  merely  throw  out  this  suggestion,  as 
it  seems  to  me  a  course  which  it  is  desirable 
to  follow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— Speaking 
to  the  point  of  order,  I  scarcely  see  the  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  that  course.  Each 
House  will  have  its  own  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject; and,  as  to  entire  unanimity  as  regards 
the  wording  of  the  resolutions,  I  do  not  see 
that  any  injurious  results  would  arise  from  our 
adopting  resolutions  similar  in  the  main,  but 
yet  differing  as  regards  certain  details. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— Speaking  to  the 
point  of  order,  I  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  that  perfect  unanimity  is  not  to 
be  expected ;  but,  still,  I  think  it  would  be  well 
to  adopt  the  course  suggested  by  the  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen,  which  I  think  is  one  usually  adopted 
in  resolutidns  of  this  nature.  If  this  were 
done,  something  more  nearly  approaching  una- 
nimity of  opinion  would  be  amved  at  thsm  by 
each  House  at  the  same  time  discussing  the 
seaolutions  separately.     I  hope  the  Hon.  the 


Colonial  Secretary  will  see  his  way  to  post* 
poning  the  consideration  of  these  resolutions, 
until  we  can  ascertain  what  determination  with 
regard  to  them  has  been  arrived  at  in  another 
Chamber. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.—Speaking 
to  the  point  of  order,  I  have  no  objection  what- 
ever to  that  course.  Probably  it  would  be  con- 
venient for  the  Council,  and  if  the  Council  wish 
it  I  have  no  objection. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— The  Hon. 
Mr.  Mantell  said  we  should  like  to  hear  what 
the  other  House  has  to  say ;  but  probably  th& 
other  House  might  wish  to  hear  our  views  be- 
fore forming  their  opinion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  beg  to  move 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate-, 
until  the  following  day  agreed  to. 

NAPIER  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  moved,  That,  in  the- 
opiiAon  of  the  Council,  the  course  pursued  by^ 
the  Local  Bills  Committee  on  "  The  Napier 
Hcurbour  Board  Bill,  1884,"  should  not  be 
drawn  into  precedent.  The  subject  of  th» 
Local  Bills  Committee  had  for  some  years- 
occupied  his  attention.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  occasion  to  which  he  more  especially 
referred  in  his  motion  gave  an  opportunity 
for  stating  what  he  believed  to  be  the  proper 
functions  of  these  Committees.  The  Local 
Bills  Committee  to  which  the  Napier  Harbour 
Board  Bill  had  been  referred  had  rather  failed 
in  doing  what  he  thought  it  was  desirable 
should  be  done  under  the  circumstances.  In 
cases  in  which  Bills  sought  to  authorize  a 
public  body  to  borrow  money,  and  where  the 
result  of  the  work  to  be  accomplished  might 
be  that  it  would  fall  short  of  paying  interest 
on  the  money,  and  a  rate  might  be  placed  on 
the  inhabitajits  of  a  given  area,  there  seemed 
to  be  a  special  duty  cast  upon  the  Council, 
and  upon  the  Committee,  in  reference  to  it. 
It  was  pretty  certain  that,  on  the  occasion  to 
which  the  Bill  referred,  there  would  be  some 
opposition  to  the  measure  on  the  part  of  soma 
of  the  persons  whom  it  was  proposed  to  rate» 
At  all  events,  there  would  be  a  minority  who 
would  not  be  consenting  parties  to  the  passing 
of  the  Bill.  And  it  was  necessary,  therefore,, 
that  the  Committee  to  whom  the  matter  waa 
referred  should  see  that  due  notice  had  been 
given  to  those  who  might  be  opposed  to  the. 
Bill,  so  as  to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of 
being  present  themselves  or  by  representativea 
during  the  session  of  Parliament  to  oppose  the 
Bill.  But  it  was  not  every  one  who  dissented 
from  a  Bill  who  would  be  able  to  afford  the 
expense  or  the  time,  or  who  would  go  to  the 
trouble,  to  attend  for  the  purpose  of  opposing 
it ;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  it  became 
necessary  that  the  Council,  through  its  Com- 
mittee, should  ascertain  some  facts  in  order  to* 
justify  it  in  imposing,  through  the  local  body,  a. 
tax  upon  those  persons  who  were  otherwise  un- 
willing  to  be  taxed  ;  next,  that  the  work,  whoiL 
accomplished,  would  reasonably  effect  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  had  been  constructed ;  and, 
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lastly,  to  put  on  record  some  statement  of  the 
evidence  and  of  the  facts  upon  which  the  Gom- 
niitteo  was  satisfied  that  the  work,  when  com- 
pleted, would  be  reasonably  fit  for  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  intended.  .  He  might  say,  with 
reference  to  the  Napier  Harbour  Board  Bill, 
that  concerning  the  work  to  be  constructed 
under  it  there  was  a  considerable  diversity 
of  opinion.  He  had  been  informed  that  the 
Harbour  Board  itself  was  divided,  and  that 
the  majority  which  determined  upon  the  ac- 
ceptance of  work  was  the  small  one  of  five  to 
four.  The  Committee  had  the  opinions  of  six 
nautical  men  who  were  adverse  to  the  pro- 
posed scheme;  and  one,  whom  he  very  much 
respected,  gave  as  his  reason  for  doubting  the 
success  of  the  scheme  that  there  was  no  hold- 
ing-ground within  the  area,  and  that  it  was 
all  rock  bottom.  He  (Mr.  Hart)  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  the  Committee  were  bound  to  ac- 
cept these  opinions — far  from  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  was  sorry  to  inter- 
rupt the  honourable  gentleman,  but  rose  to  a 
point  of  order,  and  wished  the  ruling  of  the 
Speaker  as  to  whether  the  honourable  member 
was  not  out  of  order  in  bringing  again  for  dis- 
cussion the  merits  of  a  Bill  that  had  been 
decided. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  thought  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  going  beyond  what 
was  allowable,  and  was  really  bringing  forward 
for  discussion  a  second  time  what  had  been 
already  discussed.  He  would  suggest  that  it 
would  be  the  best  course  for  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  move  that  it  be  an  instruction 
to  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  to  revise 
the  rule. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART  had  no  doubt  the  Com- 
mittee were  satisfied  with  the  evidence;  but, 
unfortunately,  they  had  left  no  record,  on  their 
minutes  or  in  their  report,  of  the  facts  on 
which  they  based  their  report.  To  call  atten- 
tion to  this  omission  was  his  sole  object  in 
bringing  forward  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  that,  under 
this  motion,  the  action  of  the  Committee  was 
impugned  after  the  Bill  had  been  read  a  third 
time.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  was 
not  present,  but,  as  the  member  in  charge  of 
the  Bill,  he  must  say  there  was  no  ground 
whatever  for  the  charge,  which,  from  what  he 
could  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  say,  was 
that  notice  had  not  been  given. 

The  Hon.  :Mr.  HART  said  there  had  been 
80  much  conversation  going  on  while  he  was 
speaking  that  what  he  had  said  was  not  pro- 
perly heard.  What  he  objected  to  in  the 
matter  was  that  the  Committee  did  not  record 
the  evidence  of  Captain  Benson  and  another, 
or  of  the  experts  whose  evidence  satisfied  them 
that  the  opinions  of  the  persons  to  whom  he 
had  referred  were  not  to  be  relied  on. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said,  that,  after  all, 
the  motion  was  nothing  more  than  a  slur  on  the 
Committee.  The  time  to  take  the  objection 
was  when  the  report  was  brought  down,  or  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  or  on  the  motion 
for  its  committal.  The  motion  was,  he  con- 
sidered, unjust  to, the  Committee — which  had 
Hon.  Mr.  Hart 


taken  a  great  deal  of  trouble — as  it  was  deady 
an  attack  upon  the  Committee.  The  memben 
of  the  Committee  h^  merely  exercised  their 
discretion  as  to  whether  the  evidence  should  be 
taken  by  a  shorthand  writer,  which  would  have 
involved  considerable  expense.  He  hoped  the 
motion  would  not  be  adopted,  and  mov^  "  the 
previous  question." 

"  Previous  question  "  agreed  to. 

WANGANUI  HARBOUR  BOARD  EM- 
POWERING BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON,  in  moving  the  thiid 
reading  of  this  Bill,  said  it  was  evident,  from, 
what  occurred  in  another  plaice,  that  consider- 
able .  differences  of  opinion  existed  regarding 
it.  It  was  hotly  debated  in  the  other  Honiie, 
but  was  carried  by  a  largo  majority.  Then,  a 
singular  circumstance  happened.  It  was  an- 
nounced in  one  of  the  papers  that,  although 
the  Bill  had  passed  the  other  House,  measures 
would  be  taken  to  have  a  clause  introduced 
into  the' Bill  in  the  Council  which  would  render 
the  Bill  inoperative.  When  the  Bill  came  to 
the  Council  there  was  not  any  great  opposition 
to  its  second  reading,  which  was  carried  by  a 
small  majoity;  but  what  had  been  predicted 
absolutely  occurred.  A  clause  was  put  in  the 
Bill  which  was  wholly  unacceptable  to  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill,  but  wa£  carried  by  the 
Council.  He  was  not  asking  for  the  question 
to  be  reopened  now,  l^ut  he  would  say  that  the 
clause  was  of  .such  a  stringent  nature  that  the 
fulfilment  of  it  would  bo  almost  impossible. 
When  the  Bill  was  brought  into  the  other 
House,  it  was  in  the  ordinary  state  with  regard 
to  the  assent  of  ratepayers :  that  was  to  Bay» 
the  majority  of  the  ratepayers  must  agree  to 
it.  That  was  the  general  law  under  the  Muni- 
cipal Corporations  Act  of  1882,  in  which  it 
was  declared  that  all  measures  of  this  desohp- 
tion,  as  to  imx>osing  new  taxes  or  new  rates, 
must  be  carried  by  a  majority,  without  any 
plural  voting  at  all.  No  objection  was  made 
to  give  plural  voting  up  to  a  certain  point— up 
to  five  votes — in  favour  of  property,  when  every 
security  that  was  wanted  by  property-holders 
was  given.  The  Council,  however,  had  affirmed 
that  not  only  should  that  be  given,  but,  in  ad- 
dition to  that,  an  absolute  majority  of  voten 
was  to  bo  required.  It  would  be  said,  in  answer 
to  that,  that  a  similar  provision  had  been  put 
in  the  Napier  and  Gisbome  'Bills.  But  there 
was  this  material  difference :  In  those  casea 
the  object  was  to  borrow  large  sums  of  money, 
and  to  put  a  large  charge  for  rates  on  the  rate> 
payers;  and  therefore  it  was  considered  that 
too  much  protection  could  not  be  given  to  those 
so  made  liable.  But  here  the  case  was  not 
analogous,  as  the  raising  of  the  money- had 
been  already  authorized.  Two-thirds  of  it  had 
been  spent ;  while  the  object  was  to  empower 
the  raising  of  a  rate  before  the  remainder  was 
raised,  it  being  now  required.  If  this  Bill  wers 
not  carried — as  he  presumed  that  now  it  woold 
not  be — the  works  would  be  left  partially  ocan- 
pleted,  and  liable  to  be  destroyed  by  the  action 
of  the  sea.  He  thought  the  Committee  and 
the  Council  had  gone  very  far  in  providing  that 
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90  ezeeptional  a  consent  should  be  asked  for — 
«  consent  almost  impossible  to  be  obtained, 
4aid  quite  outside  of  what  was  required  in  Bills 
of  a  similar  nature.  He  thought  that — ^what 
was  very  much  to  be  deprecated — something 
more  had  been  brought  to  Dear  than  considenir- 
tkm  of  the  merits  of  the  Bill.  He  believed  in- 
fluence had  been  used  to  bring  about  in  that 
Council  what  he  thought  was  an  undesirable 
result ;  and,  under  those  circumstances,  though 
he  would  move  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  he 
vould  inf onn  the  Council  that  it  would  not,  in 
the  shape  in  which  it  had  been  put,  be  accepted 
in  another  place. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  had  been 
astonished  at  one  or  two  .of  the  statements 
<it  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  being  a  member 
of  the  legal  profession,  would,  he  (Mr.  Water- 
house)  should  have  thought,  have  known  better 
*  ihe  state  of  the  law  on  points  to  which  he 
ceferred.  The  honourable  gentleman  said  this 
provision  was  exceptional,  and  that  it  was  not 
«mtiuned  in  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Of  1882; 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  that  by 
ihe  Municipal  Corporations  'Act  a  majority  of 
<one-fifth  was  required ;  but  by  the  Act  of  1880 
that  provision  was  repealed,  and  it  was  en- 
4bcted,  "If  the  nxmiber  of  votes  given  for  the 
proposal  exceeds  one-half  of  the  total  number 
•of  DUigesses,  the  resolution  in  favour  of  the 
proposal  shall  be  deemed  to  be  carried,  and  the 
'Council  may  proceed  with  the  proposal  accord- 
ingly." At  the  same  time,  a  similar  clause  was 
mtroduced  into  an  amendment  of  the  Counties 
Act.  Consequently  the  provision  was  not  ex- 
•eeptionai,  but  was  of  almost  universal  applica- 
tion. Had  the  Bill  been  passed  without  this 
^provision,  then  it  would  have  been  quite  excep- 
:tional  to  all  their  recent  legislation.  He  did 
not  think  his  honourable  friend  had  shown  any 
reason  why  the  legislation  in  favour  of  the 
Wanganui  Harbour  should  be  of  an  excep- 
tionaf  character.  The  honourable  gentleman 
intimated  that  he  had  heard,  pfior  to  its  coming 
io  the  Council,  that  some  course  of  a  special 
<iharacter  was  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  this 
measure.  He  did  not  doubt  for  one  moment 
tliat  his  honourable  friend  had  heard  remarks 
•of  that  character;  but  there  was  scarcely  a 
Bill  which  came  to  the  Council  as  to  which 
4hey  did  not  hear  statements  that  it  was  to  be 
very  much  changed  in  its  character  before  it 
left  the  Council.  In  fact,  the  whole  object  of 
ihe  Council  was  to  review  the  legislation  passed 
in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and 
iihere  was  a  presumption  in  regard  to  all  Bills 
•ooming  from  the  House  that  alterations  would 
be  made  in  them  in  the  Council.  These  state- 
ments sometimes  originated  in  this  way :  that 
honourable  gentlemen  in  the  other  House  who 
had  been  opposed  to  particular  provisions  in 
41  Bill  hoped  to  see  them  changed  in  accord- 
malice  with  their  views  when  the  Bills  were 
before  the  Council,  and  sometimes  gave  ex- 
vnesion  to  that  hope.  He  did  not  know  if  his 
Aonourable  friend  meant  anything  more  than 
ihat.  If  the  honourable  gentleman's  state- 
ODent  was  intended  to  imply  that  proceedings 


of  an  extraordinanr  character  were  to  be  taken 
in  regard  to  the  Wanganui  Bill,  that  special  in- 
fluences were  to  be  brought  to  bear  in  reference 
to  it,  and  that  those  special  influences  had  been 
brought  to  bear,  then  he  thought  the  honour- 
able gentleman  ought  to  prove  his  statements. 
As  far  as  he  (Mr.  Waterhouse)  was  informed, 
there  had  been  no  special  influences  at  work. 
The  course  taken  was  precisely  the  same  as 
that  taken  in  resect  of  the  Gisbome  and 
Napier  Hehrbour  Bills,  except  as  to  one  par^ 
ticular,  to  which  he  would  refer  shortly.  The 
Bill  was  referred  to  the  Local  Bills  Committee, 
and  a  suggestion  was  made  in  reference  to  it  by 
that  Committee,  which  was  precisely  the  same 
as  had  been  made  in  regard  to  the  two  other 
Bills,  with  one  alteration,  and  that  alteration 
was  in  favour  of  the  Wanganui  Bill.  In  the 
case  of  the  Napier  and  Qisbome  Bills  it  was 
provided  that  the  ratepayers  in  the  towns 
should  pay  a  rate  double  in  amount  of  that 
paid  by  &e  ratepayers  in  the  country.  No 
Bucki  provision  had  been  made  in  the  case  of 
the  Wanganui  Bill,  showing  that,  if  there  had 
been  any  exceptional  treatment  whatever,  it 
had  been  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  He  was  not 
a  member  of  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  but 
he  thought  the  insinuations  of  his  honourable 
firiend  as  to  the  treatment  this  Bill  had  received 
at  the  hands  of  the  Committee  were  altogether 
unworthy  of  him.  The  Local  Bills  Committee 
or  any  other  Committee  might  make  mistakes, 
but,  as  far  as  he  had  observed,  there  was  in  all 
the  Committees  of  the  Council  a  sincere  desire 
to  treat  Bills  on  their  merits  in  every  case, 
free  from  party  or  political  influences.  In  the 
report  of  the  Committee  there  was  not  the 
slightest  indication  of  any  influence  on  their 
mindft,  and  not  the  slightest  difference  had 
been  made,  except  to  treat  the  Town  of  Wanga- 
nui more  favourably  than  the  Towns  of  Napier 
and  Gisbome.  But  the  Bill  would  have  been 
very  exceptionally  treated  if  it  had  been  allowed 
to  pass  in  its  original  shape. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said,  if  he  remem- 
bered aright,  by  the  District  Railways  Bill  and 
other  Bills  under  which  it  was  proposed  to  im- 
pose an  exceptional  charge  on  property,  not 
alone  were  two-thirds  of  the  number  of  voters 
required  to  assent  to  the  proposal  before  it 
could  be  carried  out,  but  the  number  of  votes 
must  represent  two- thirds  of  the  property  to  be 
affected.  There  could  therefore  be  no  com- 
plaint of  exceptional  treatment  in  regard  to 
this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said,  if  there  had  been 
any  exceptional  treatment  by  the  Local  Bills 
Committee,  that  exceptional  treatment  had 
been  strongly  in  favour  of  this  Bill.  This  was 
the  very  first  time  the  Council  had  had  recom- 
mended to  it  by  a  Committee  a  measure  for 
adoption  by  which  certain  districts  were  to 
be  subjected  to  a  permanent  rate,  while  at 
the  same  time  the  Committee  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  another  district  which  was 
to  receive  equal  advantages  was  not  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  rate.  He  said  that  was  a  course 
never  before  followed  by  a  Local  Bills  Com- 
mittee.   When  he  had;  on  the  second  read- 
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mg,  pointed  out  that  blot  in  the  Bill,  lie  Itad 
been  surprised  to  see  the  Council  pan  the  Bill. 
It  had  been  specifically  shown  that  Baagitikei 
County  would  oe  equally  benefited  with  Wanga- 
nui  and  Waitotara  Counties,  but  was  to  be 
entirely  exempted  from  rating.  Surely  that 
was  very  favourable  treatment  of  the  measure. 
The  Hon.  the  Speaker  having  ruled,  on  an  ap- 
plication from  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  that 
it  would  be  unreasonable  to  include  Bangi- 
tikei  in  the  rating  district,  as  notice  had  not 
been  given  to  the  people  of  that  county,  it 
appeared  to  him  (Dr.  Grace)  that  the  Commit- 
tee should  have  recommended  that  the  Bill  be 
not  proceeded  with  until  all  the  area  to  be 
benefited  was  included  in  the  rating  district. 
Instead  of  that,  the  Committee  had  recom- 
mended that  the  Bill  should  be  proceeded  with — 
most  favourable  treatment  of  a  measure,  and  a 
course  which  he,  for  his  part,  should  not  be  pre- 
pared to  adopt.  So  much  for  that  portion  of 
the  honourable  gentleman's  argument.  As  far 
as  he  himself  (Dr.  Grace)  was  concerned  Wth 
the  measure,  ne  wished  to  say  that  he  had 
never  said  a  word  to  any  honourable  member 
in  regard  to  the  Bill,  but  hsul  simply  written  a 
note  asking  an  honourable  gentleman  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  read  that  day  six  months,  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  speaking  again. 
He  had  spoken  quite  openly  against  it  on  the 
second  reading,  and  had  given  the  grounds 
on  which  he  had  based  his  argument.  He 
thought  that,  on  the  whole,  the  Bill  received 
exceptional  consideration ;  and  yet  serious  in- 
jury had  been  done  to  the  Counties  of  Wanga- 
nui  and  Waitotara  by  the  County  of  Bangi- 
tikei  being  exempted  from  the  operation  of 
the  Bill.  Another  contention  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  this:  that,  in  the  case 
of  the  Napier  and  Gisbome  Bills,  the  object 
was  to  raise  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  to 
eiSect  a  large  charge  on  the  property  of  the 
ratepayers.  Now,  did  the  honourable  gentle- 
man know  what  it  was  contemplated  to  effect 
under  this  Bill?  This  was  an  effort  in  reality 
to  continue  the  erection  of  a  pier  which  was 
to  go  out  into  the  open  sea  to  scour  a  West 
Coast  bar  harbour.  The  bar  was  probably  six 
hundred  yards  away  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  the  history 
of  this  procedure  would  be  that,  from  year  to 
year,  they  would  have  Bills  before  the  Council 
seeking  to  borrow  another  £50,000  or  £100,000, 
as  required  for  the  extension  of  it.  Every 
one  who  knew  anything  about  these  bar  har- 
bours must  know  that  a  very  large  expen- 
diture was  required  before  a  West  Coast  bar 
harbour  was  deepened  by  a  pier.  It  must  not 
be  supposed,  because  the  present  xkieasure  be- 
fore the  Coimcil  only  sanctioned  the  raising 
of  £40,000,  that  that  was  to  be  the  end  of  the 
affair.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  only  the  begin- 
ning. And  that  the  Council  should  subject  the 
County  of  Wanganui  and  the  County  of  Wai- 
totara to  a  permanent  charge  on  the  whole  of 
their  property  for  a  work  in  which  the  County 
ol.  Bangitikei  was  equally  interested  and  yet 
was  exempted  from  any  charge,  seemed  to  him 
to  be  a  very  unjustifiable  course.  They  ooiild 
Hon,  Dr.  Grau 


not  ^ovar  this  lact:  thatapexmaneaitcliaz^i 
was  a  heavy  tax ;  and  it  was  a  very  serioo* 
thing  to  infiiet  such  a  change,  when  both  oouu. 
ties  were  'distinctly  averse  to  it.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  saiid  that  the  measure  woold 
not  be  accepted  by  the  House  in  its  present 
form.    He  wished  he  oould  believe  that. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— It  is  true. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  believed  his  honoar- 
able  friend  thought  it  was  true,  but  he  would 
draw  the  honourable  member's  attention  to> 
this  fact:  In  clause  9  they  found  the  words 
"  votes  exercisable,"  whilst  in  the  11th  elaoM 
the  terms  used  were  **  votes  given  at  the  poll.'' 
He  therefore  expected  to  see  that  the  other 
House  would  accept  the  Bill  as  it  was,  rely- 
ing on  the  favourable  interpretation  of  clause 
11  where  in  oonflict  with  clause  9,  and  &at 
there  would  be  a  great  amount  of  Utigatiori 
on  the  measure.  He  was  sure  the  GotmcQ- 
never  intended  to  leave  in  clause  11,  which  was 
contrary  to  clause  9. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HABT.— Yes;  and,  whei» 
there  is  variance,  the  last  clause  will  pzevail. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE  said  that,  whoi  they 
were  in  Committee,  clause  11  had  been  hurried 
over,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Miller,  who  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Local  Bills  Committee,  did  not  seem 
to  realize  the  exact  meaning  of  the  alteratioik. 
What  he  meant  to  say  was  this :  that,  if  the< 
Council  meant  to  maintain  the  course  it  had 
taken  in  respect  to  the  Napier  and  Gisboina- 
and  other  Bills,  it  would  not  be  honest  to  alter 
this  Bill  as  had  been  proposed  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Wilson  ;  and,  in  order  to  see  whether  thfr 
Council  was  really  in  earnest  about  maintaiA- 
ing  the  protection  of  the  ratepayers  whieh 
was  provided  by  the  9th  clause,  but  which  wia 
nullified  by  clause  11,  he  would  move.  That  the* 
Bill  be  recomniitted,  with  the  view  of  alteimg 
clause  11  so  as  to  make  it  in  oonfonnity  wi£ 
clause  9.  That,  he  thought,  would  carry  out  the" 
intention  of  the  Council,  and  it  would  have  th» 
effect  of  returning  the  Bill  to  the  other  Houn* 
in  the  state  in  which  it  was  intended  to  be- 
returned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said  that  the- 
statement  that  this  Bill  had  not  received  ex- 
ceptional treatment  sounded  rather  strange  to* 
him.  He  felt  inclined  to  say  it  had  received 
exceptional  treatment  on  its  seoond  readillg^ 
and  again  that  day.  The  Hon.  Dr.  Graoe 
complained  that  the  Bill  had  been  too  favouiv 
ably  treated  by  the  Council ;  but  the  honoa^• 
able  gentleman  seemed  to  have  altogether  for- 
gotten what  he  said  on  the  second  veaifiiig» 
when  he  stated  that  the  measure  had  beett^ 
introduced  by  trickery,  and  so  forth.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had  also  stated  that 
this  would  be  only  the  beginning  of  the  ex- 
penditure, and  that  the  Board  would  go  on 
borrowing.  ■  But  the  honourable  gentleman 
seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  the  r^  oT 
engineer  did  not  suit  him  at  all.  He  had 
made  statements  there  which  had  been  oon- 
tradicted  by  evidence  given  before  the  Cook 
mittee  by  engineers ;  and,  although  he  (Ifr- 
Lahmann)  should  be  most  happy  to  put  hitt^ 
self  under  the  honourable  gentleman^  tfeM- 
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iQent  when  he  was  ill,  he  was  sore  he  would 
ae^  consult  him  if  he  was  proposing  to  carry 
oat  lazge  engineering  works  where  professional 
lUl  was  required.  He  (Mr.  Lahmanh)  asserted, 
onrez  and  over  again,  that  the  Bill  had  received 
exeq)tional  treatment,  from  the  very  beginning, 
m  me  Select  Committee,  as  well  as  in  that 
Goancil;  and  the  upshot  of  it  had  been  the 
passixig  of  a  clause  by  which  a  majority  of 
people  on  the  roll  would  have  to  vote  in  favour 
of  tiie  operation  before  the  work  could  be  car- 
zied  out.  That  was  nothing  less  than  equi- 
lalant  to  throwing  the  Bill  out  altogether, 
because  it  could  not  be  expected  that  people 
who  hved  sixty  or  seventy  miles  away. in  the 
eoontEy  would  take  the  trouble  to  go  to  the 
poll,  and  therefore,  a  sufficient  number  would 
'not  vote  to  authorize  the  carrying-out  of  the 
proposal.  To  compare  this  Bill  with  the  Na- 
pier and  Gisbome  Bills  was  out  of  the  ques- 
&aL  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  the 
ease  of  Napier,  the  country  property  exceedec^ 
the  town  property  very  largely.  In  Napier  the 
^  lateable  property  was  about  one  million,  while 
in  the  country  it  was  six  or  seven  millions. 
In  the  case  of  Wonganui  the  rateable  property 
was  nearly  the  same  in  the  town  as  in  the 
eonntry,  and  consequently  the  circumstances 
were  different  altogether.  He  had  no  objection 
Id  the  Bill  being  reconomitted,  but  he  hoped 
ttat,  while  in  Committee,  clause  9  would  also 
le  reconsidered. 

Motion  for  recommittal  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

LIFE  ASSUBANCE  POLICIES  BILL. 

AOJOUBNSD    DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  should 
iike  to  have  &  little  more  information  than  we 
baVe  yet  been  given  before  we  agree  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill.  There  is  one  clause 
iihich  appears  to  me  to  be  open  to  great  ob- 
jection. I  refer  to  clause  85,  which,  as  I  read 
It,  enables  a  married  woman  to  efiect  policies 
of  msurance  on  the  life  of  her  husband  or  the 
tires  of  her  children.  Now,  I  think  that  is 
a  power  altogether  opposed  to  public  policy. 
Honourable  gentlemen  might  recollect  that 
many  years  ago  great  attention  was  directed 
to  the  fact  that  burial  clubs  in  England  had  a 
vny  injurious  influence  on  the  promotion  of 
oime,  by  giving  inducements  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  children ;  and  I  think  there  was  some 
aheiation  of  the  law  made  in  consequence, 
with  a  view  to  preventing  the  continuance  of 
tfaase  abuses.  One  can  see  at  once  that  a  pro- 
lision  of  this  sort,  enabling  a  married  woman 
to-insore  the  lives  of  her  husband  and  children, 
nqghtbe  attended  with  results  very  injurious 
to  the  cause  of  public  morality.  The  clause 
mears  to  me  a  very  vital  one  in  the  Bill,  and 
Qiikss  I  have  some  satisfactory  explanation  in 
ngard  to  it,  or  unless  my  honourable  friend 
wul  consent  to  withdraw  it  when  in  Commit- 
tee, I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose  the  Bill. 
Ofherwise  I  have  no  particular  feeling  in  re- 
gucd  to  the  measure. 

Ihe  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— At  this  late  period 
o(  the  session,  I  think  the  Council  has  not  time 


sufficiently  to  consider  a  Bill  of  this  impoct- 
ance ;  and  therefore  I  move.  That  the  debate  be  - 
adjourned  until  this  day  three  weeks. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  shaU  be  • 
quite  prepared  to  make  any  reasonable  amend-  ^ 
ment  in  Committee. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question^.**  That, 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 

Aiss,  10. 
Brandon  Mantell  Scotland 

Chamberlin       McLean  Williamson 

Johnston,  J.       Peter  Wilson. 

Kohere 

NoE3,  22. 
Acland  Fraser  Peacock. 

Baillie  Grace  Pharazyn 

Bamicoat  Hart  Pollen 

Bonar  Henderson         Beeves 

Brett  Johnson,  G.  B.  Beynolds 

Buckley,  G.       Lahmann  Woterhouso 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Ngatata  Wigley. 

Campbell 

•  Majority  against,  12. 

Motion  for  adjornment  of  debate  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— This  is  a  marked 
instance  of  the  result  of  the  Council  departing 
from  the  practice  which  has  guided  it  for  so 
many  years,  of  referring  all  important  Bills  of 
this  kind  to  Select  Conmiittees.  Had  this  Bill, 
been  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  it  would 
have  been  gone  through  carefully  and  would 
have  been  properly  investigated  by  a  number 
of  honourable  members  specially  selected  for 
the  purpose;  and  we  should  have  had  their 
report,  and  been  in  a  position  to  discuss  it- 
and  come  to  some  decision  on  the  matter:: 
whereas,  according  to  the  practice  we  are  now 
drifting  into,  of  having  important  Bills  pro- 
posed in  the  Council,  and  not  very  elaborately 
explained  on  the  motion  for  second  reading, 
and  then  carried  through  Committee  of  the 
whole  Council,  it  must  necessarily  follow  that . 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  will  ensue,  and  our  legis* 
lation  will  not  be  so  useful  as  in  former  days... 
And  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  repre-- 
senting  the  Government  in  this  Council  will 
bear  that  in  mind.  There  is  not  a  safer  way 
of  getting  laws  passed  in  the  state  in  which 
they  should  be  passed  than  by  referring  them 
to  a  Select  Gonmiittee  when  they  come  before 
the  Legislative  Council.  It  is  on  that  ground, 
with  reference  to  former  votes  I  have  given 
during  the  present  session,  that  I  have  voted 
against  certain  measures^simply  for  the  want 
of  proper  information,  thus  preventing  me  from 
taking  an  active  part  in  the  discussion,  and 
compelling  me  to  vote  against  the  unknown. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GBACE.— Sir,  this  is  a  matter 
to  which  I  have  devoted  a. great  deal  of  active 
attention;  and,  although  I  admit  there  are 
certain  had  features  in  the  measure — perhaps, 
the  most  prominent  amongst  these  being  the 
extreme  facility  which  it  gives  to  insurers  to 
borrow  on  their  policies ;  yetJ  know  that,  when- 
people  are  domestically  pushed,  they  invari- 
ably do  borrow  on  their  policies — I  think  it 
would,' on  the  whole,  be  an  advantage  to  facili- 
tate the.  means  of  liie-insu(ring  and  cheapen. 
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:ihe  proceduie.  It  is  true  there  are  certain 
principles — ^if  I  may  so  term  them — ^in  the  Bill 
which  are  open  to  comment ;  but  these  prin- 
criples  open  up  such  large  questions  for  the  con- 

-sideration  of  social  and  commercial  morality, 
that  I  do  not  hasten  to  give  an  opinion  upon 
them-.  The  amount  to  which  a  policy  is  pro- 
tected under  this  Bill — £2,000— is  oertamly 
veiy  large,  and  I  am  not  altogether  sure  that 

«it  is  justifiably  so.    Nevertheless  there  are  so 

^many  means,  easily  availed  of  by  fraudulent 
debtors,  to  rid  themselves  of  their  property, 

•€md  yet  again  to  become  possessed  of  it  con- 
veniently, that  I  do  not  know,  looking  to  the 
necessity  for  protecting  the  good  intentions  of 
honest  msurers,  that  perhaps  it  may  not  be 
justifiable  to  protect  policies  up  to  this  amount. 

'^he  great  reason  for  which  I  look  upon  life- 
insurance  business  as  being  of  so  much' interest 
in  this  colony  is  that  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the 

<-only  economical  effort  which  is  being  largely- 
made  by  colonists  to  hedge  the  general  in- 

'debtedness  of  the  State.  Considering  the  habits 

•^of  the  colony — considering  the  vice  of  extra- 
vagance which  is  growing  so  rapidly  amongst 
us — I  feel  we  are  justified  in  departing  even 
a  good  deal  out  of  the  common  to  induce  men 
to  the  practice  of  thrift ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  insurance  of  lives  tends  in  this  direc- 

^tion.  Lamentable  evidence  of  the  real  condi- 
tion of  the  colony  is  to  be  found  in  the  amount 

•and  extent  of  borrowing,  and  the  number  of  bor- 
rowers on  their  policies  is  very  large  at  times. 
It  will  be  found,  8ir,  that  this  will  afford  a 
better  test  of  the  real  condition  of  the  wealth 

•of  the  colony,  or  of  the  saving  habits  of  the 
colonists,  than    any  estimate  which    can  be 

•formed  from  the  savings-banks  returns.  For 
in  all  these  colonies  there  is  always  a  large 
amount  of  floating  population  whose,  savings 

-affect  savings-banks  returns ;  but  people  who 
insure  their  lives,  like  people  who  build  their 
own  houses,  remain  in  the  country  and  thus 
help  to  foster  economy  in  it.  The  machinery 
of  this  Bill  is  somewhat  complex,  and  the 
meaning  of  the  clauses  is  not  very  clear  to 
me ;  but  the  general  drift  and  intention  of  the 
measure  is  to  foster  economy  among  the  indus- 
trial classes,  and,  under  these  circumstances, 
I  .must  give  it  my  cordial  support. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

BEET-ROOT  SUGAR  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  in  moving  the 

-second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said, — Sir,  the 

'Object  of  this  Bill  is  to  provide  a  new  industry 
in  the  colony,  and  also  to  retain  in  'the  colony 

a  sum  of  somewhere  about  £600,000  per  annum, 
which  is  now  sent  away  for  imported  sugar.  It 
will  largely  stimulate  our  industries,  and  it 
will  enable  farmers  to  turn  their  attention  to  a 
new  industry ;  and  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature,  when  one  industry  fails,  to  en- 
deavour to  provide  some  new  industry  to  take 

iits  place.  Now,  the  large  export  of  wheat  from 
India,  owing  to  the  easy  means  which  they 
have  of  working  their  farms  there,  and  the 
low  rate  of  wages,  will  always  preclude  this 

••colony  from  competing  with  <  that  place.    Such 
JEon,  Dr,  Qrace 


being  the  case,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  lliil 
other  provision  should  be  made  in  order  that 
our  colonists  may  employ  the  land  to  soma 
advantage.  The  fact  that,  if  it  succeeds  in 
its  object,  there  will  be  saved  to  the  colony 
some  £600,000  which  at  present  goes  away 
from  it  yearly  for  imported  sugar,  is,  I  think, 
sufficient  reason  in  itself  for  introducing  Has 
iBill.  But  there  are  other  good  reasons.  I 
think  it  will  not  be  denied  Siat  our  clinaate 
and  soil  are  well  adapted  for  the  growth  of 
beet-root  and  sorghum;  and,  if  such  is  the 
case,  I  think  it  can  be  znade  manifest  that  the 
ii^4^u^  will  be  exceedingly  profitable  to  those 
who  engage  in  it.  Supposmg  this  is  admitted, 
that  our  soil  and  our  climate  are  both  well 
adapted  for  the  production  of  sugar-beet,  then 
I  think  the  question  arises  as  to  what  evidence 
there  is  that  this  industry  is  likely  to  be  a  pro- 
fitable one.  I  caimot  do  better  than  state 
this  fact:  that,  while  a  few  years  ago  the 
production  of  sugar  from  beet  was  aJmosfc 
unknown,  it  has  now  reached  an  extent  which 
is  most  astonishing  to  any  one  who  gives  it  his 
consideration.  I  hold  in  my  hand  an  extract 
from  Mulhall's  **  Dictionary  of  Statistics,"  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  the  total  consumption 
of  sugar  for  all  nations  |s  8,670,000  tons,  and, 
of  this,  1,811,000  tons,  or  nearly  one-half,  « 
produced  from  beet,  lliat  shows  the  progreai 
that  has  been  made  in  the  production  of  sugar 
from  beet.  Then  he  goes  on  to  say  that  they 
have  acquired  greater  infondation  and  more 
extended  experience  as  to  the  best  qualities  of 
beet  that  can  be  grown,  and  he  says,  **  Beet 
sugar  has  increased  ninefold  since  1853,  and 
now  gives  7  per  cent,  of  saccharine  matter 
instead  of  4  per  cent. :  that  is,  for  every  four- 
teen tons  of  roots  it  gives  one  ton  of  sugar." 
I  think,  Sir,  that  such  a  state  of  things  Ji 
highly  satisfactory,  and  will  act  as  an  induce- 
ment to  farmers  to  undertake  the  cultivation 
of  beet-root.  As  I  stated  before,  among 
the  inducements  to  encourage  this  new  indus- 
try there  is  this  one :  that  it  wOl  give  emjdoy- 
ment  to  a  very  large  number  of  people,  and 
to  a  class  of  people,  moreover,  who  cannot 
always  easily  obtain  employment.  For  ex- 
ample, there  are  a  number  of  people  here  who 
are  not  able  to  act  as  mechanics,  or  to  do 
any  hard  work.  In  connection  with  the  growth 
of  beet-root  the  labour  is  easy ;  and  I  beUeve 
the  establishment  of  the  industry  will  employ 
a  large  number  of  people  who  are  not  aUe 
to  employ  themselves  in  more  arduous  wsik. 
Then,  the  residuum,  after  the  sugar  is  ex- 
tracted, would  be  exceedingly  useful  in  suppl- 
ing food  for  cattle.  The  leaves  and  pulp  are 
both  useful  for  that  purpose,  and  1001b.  o^  palp 
is  equal  to  221b.  of  good  hav.  The  Bill  enact^ 
in  the  first  place,  that,  for  the  first  1,000  tons  of 
sugar  from  beet-root  or  sorghum  produced  in  the 
colony,  a  bonus  of  ^d.  per  pound  shall  be  paid 
by  the  colony.  I  do  not  thmk  that  is  too  laiip 
an  encouragement.  In  the  second  place  it 
provides  that,  during  a  period  of  fifteen  yeazi, 
there  shall  exist  a  differential  duty  on  all 
such  sugar  produced  in  the  colony.  The  Bill 
only  contains  four  clauses ;  and  it  xb  really  bd 
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I  ample  in  ifcself  &at  it  does  not  require  mucli 
ttgament  on  my  part.    I  trust  it  will  be  read 
;  a  second    time    and   passed   through  all  its 
!  stages.    I  feel  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that 
I  thfi  industry  id  a  good  one,  and  ought  to  re- 
ceive the  greatest  encouragement  at  the  hiinds 
of  the  Legislature.    I  do  not  think,  Sir,  I  need 
go  into  all  the  statistics  brought  forward  else- 
where by  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer: 
tkej  appear  in  Hansard^  and  I  should  only  be 
vasting  time  by  doing  so.    I  therefore  content 
injself  with  moving,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Sir,  it  is 
sot  my  intention  to  oppose  the  second  reading 
of  this  BUI.  Not  that  I  think  that  this  Bill  is 
ft  practical  measure,  or  that  I  believe  it  will  be 
attended  by  any  immediate  beneficial  results, 
hat  because  the  time  ujiay  eventually  come — 
although  it  may  not  be  for  the  next  ten'  or 
,  fifteen  years — when  the  circumstances  of  the 
>  tdony  will  be  such  as  to  justify  persons  enter- 
ing into  beet-cultivation  for  the  purpose  of 
the  manufacture  of  sugar,  and  meantime  there 
ean  be  no  harm  whatever  in  the  Bill  being  in- 
eluded  in  the  Statute  Book.  If  the  object  of 
this  Bill  is*  to  retain  in  the  colony  some  £600,000 
vhich  at  the  present  time  is  sent  out  of  it  for 
logar,  and  also  to  stimulate  industry,  I  venture 
to  predict  that  that  object  will  altogether  fail 
of  achievement.  My  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Beynolds  has  referred  to  the  great  progress 
made  in  the  manufacture  of  beet-root  sugar. 
It  has  been  an  astonishing  progress,  and  the 
facts  given  by  my  honourable  friend  do  not 
cive  a  full  idea  of  what  that  rate  of  progress 
has  been.  According  to  recent  telegrams  the 
growth  of  sugar  in  Europe  for  the  present  year 
vill  be  no  less  than  two  and  a  half  million 
tons,  whereas  the  consumption  of  Europe  is 
nearly  four  millions.  The  beet-root  is  found, 
owing  to  the  improved  modes  of  manufacture, 
to  give  a  return  equal  to  that  of  sugar-cane ; 
and,  as  a  result  of  the  low  price  at  which  sugar 
»  now  produced,  many  of  the  West  Indian 
islands  are  completely  withdrawing  from  the 
'  sugar  trade,  and  I  have  read  a  statement  that 
in  some  of  them  it  is  probable  that  the  last  ton 
of  sugar  has  been  produced  for  some  years. 
Sir,  what  have  been  the  causes  of  this  great 
growth  of  the  beet-root  industry  ?  They  have 
been  that  the  circumstances  of  Europe  have 
been  peculiarly  favourable  to  it ;  that  the  cli- 
mate of  Europe  is  peculiarly  favourable  to  it ; 
that  the  price  of  labour  is  very  moderate 
indeed  in  those  parts  of  the  Continent  in 
which  the  beet  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ducing sugar;  and  that  the  refuse  from  beet 
i^  valuable  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  stock. 
These  are  the  great  causes  of  the  astonish- 
ing development  of  the  beet-root  manufacture, 
added  to  the  further  important  consideration 
that  the  culture  of  beet — and  I  may  say  that 
the  beet  requires  a  great  deal  of  manure ;  it 
requires  not  only  bone-dust,  but  guano,  to  pro- 
duce a  good  crop — is  so  beneficial  to  the  land 
that,  for  six  years  after  a  crop  of  beet  has 
been  cultivated,  the  effects  of  that  cultiva- 
tion and  that  manuring  are  said  not  to  be  lost. 


Sir,  if  we  want  information  with  reference  to* 
the  beet  we  cannot  do  better  than  go  back  to 
the  Blue  Book  of  1876,  where  will  be  found  a 
mass  of  information  on  the  subject,  collected 
together  by  the  present  Colonial  Treasurer,  Sir- 
Julius  Vogel.    And  after  reading  those  papers . 
carefully,  one  cannot  help  coming  to  the  con-  • 
elusion  that,  however  much  we  may  believe 
that  the  cultivation  of  beet-root  for  sugar  could 
be  introduced  into  the  colony  with  advantage, . 
yet  such  hopes  are  not  likely  to  be  speedily 
realized.     Sir  Julius  Vogel,  in  the  papers  that 
he  collected  together,  showed  conclusively  that, 
at  that  time  tSie  beet-root-sugar  manufacture 
was  one  of  the  most  profitable  manufactures, 
in  Europe ;    the  refined  beet-root  sugar   was  ■ 
selUng  at  £87  per  ton,  and  the  raw  sugar,, 
which   is  the  first  product  of   the  beet,  was- 
selling  at  £24  per  ton.    And  he  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that,  allowance  beiiig  made  for  the 
much  higher  rate  of  wages  prevailing  in  these- 
colonies,  with  those  rates  for  the  produce,  it.. 
was  within  the  bounds  of  probability,  at  any 
rate,  that  beet-root  sugar  might  be  manufac- 
tured profitably  in  this  colony.    But  the  pir- 
cumstances  since  then  have  entirely  altered. 
Befined  sugar  has  gone  down  from  £87  per  ton. 
in  1876  to  £19  10s.  per  ton;   while  the  r$.w 
sugar  has    gone  down  from  £24  per  ton  to- 
£12  15s.  per  ton  ;  and  it  is.  evident  from  these .- 
figures  that,  if  it  was  possible  to  grow  beet-root 
profitably  for  this  purpose  ten  years  ago,  it  is 
utterly  impossible  to  .do  so  imder  existing  cir- 
cumstances.   It  is  singular  that  the  cultivation 
of  beet -root  for  sugar — and  I  may  here  say 
that  the  beet  is  grown  to  great  advantage  in 
England  —  has  entirely  failed  in  that  coun- 
tiy.    Large  sums  of  money  have  been  devoted 
to   its    manufacture,    and  Mr.   Campbell,    of 
Buscott   Park,   paid    great    attention  to    the 
matter,  spending  a  sum  large  enough  to  be 
a  fortune  to  others  in  developing  the  industry ; 
but  we  all  know  with  what  result.    The  mann- 
factiure  of  sugar  from  beet-root  has  latterly - 
been  extensively  tried  in  America.    There  the 
climate  is   likewise    peculiarly   favourable  to- 
the  cultivation  of  the  beet,  and  yet  it  has  not 
been  attended  with  a  profitable  result.     Sir 
Julius  Vogel,  in  the  paper  to  which  I  have 
referred,  stated  that  the  growth  of  beet-root  for 
the  purpose  of  producing  sugar  was  being  pro- 
ceeded with  to  a  considerable  extent  in  Cali*^ 
fomia,  and  he  appeared  to  anticipate,  from  its 
success  there,  that  it  would  be  taken  up  rapidly  • 
in  other  parts  of  the  country.    It  was  taken  up" 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  after  a  few  years 
was  abandoned  ;  and  I  hold  in  my  hand  reports 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  America 
for  the  year  1880,  and  they  give  the  results  of 
experiments  in  California.    And  with  reference 
to  this  subject  I  may  say  that  California  pos- 
sesses special  advantages.    In  America  there 
is  an  import  duty  of  no  less  than  £14  per  ton». 
This  is  a  protective  duty  necessarily  in   its 
operation,  and  if  they  cannot  grow,  in  America, 
where  labour  may  be  said  to  be  much  the  same 
as  here,  sugar  to  compete  with  foreigners,  when 
they  have  an  import  dut^  of  £14  a  ton,  I  think 
It  will  be  admitted  that  it  ift<utterly  impossible; 
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that  any  good  result  con  come  from  euz  «nter-' 
ing  into  it  here.  Well,  this  report  upon,  the 
subject  says, — 

**  In  my  opinion  it  would  take  many  years 
for  the  beet-root  sugar  to  be  established  on  a 
large  scale  and  paying  basis  unless  Congress 
give  it  encouragement  by  offering  a  bounty. 
It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  all  the  factories 
that  have  been  established  in  this  country  up 
to  the  present  date  have  failed  and  been  aoan- 
doned." 

Unfortunately,  as  regards  beet-root,  the  ques- 
tion of  labour  is  a  very  important  element.  It 
is  a  crop  that  requires  to  be  kept  particularly 

••clean,  and  requires  the  employment  of  a  large 
number  of  field  hands.  In  Germany,  France, 
and  BelgiuYn  these  field  hands  are  mostly  the 

^  women  and  children  attached  to  the  house- 
holds of  the  peasant  proprietary.  Their  ser- 
vices are  utilized,  and  in  that  manner  the 
beet  is  able  to  be  produced  at  remunerative 
prices  to  the  grower.  But  our  circumstances 
are  so  utterly  different  that  I  cannot  for  a 
moment  believe  it  possible  that  the  beet  can  be 
grown  to  advantage  in  this  colony.  Sir  Julius 
Vogel,  in  the  papers  to  which  I  have  referred, 
estimates  the  cost  of  labour  in  America  and 
England  at  two  and  a  half  times  the  cost  of 
labour  in  beet-growing  countries.  The  labour 
•itself  employed  in  the  industry  is  almost  the 
entire  cost  of  the  price  of  the  article ;  and  if, 
when  sugar  in  its  raw  state  was  worth  £24  a 

•ton  in  Europe,  and  refined  sugar  £37  a  ton,  the 
price  of  labour  was  so  high  as  to  render  its 
manufacture   in  America  unremunerative,   it 

-appears  to  me  to  follow,  as  a  matter  of  neces- 
sity, that,  now  the  prices  are  reduced  to  nearly 
half  what  they  were,  while  labour  remains  the 
same,  it  is  surely  impossible  that  we  can  grow 
sugar  to  advantage  in  the  colony.  It  is  well 
that  wo.should  look  at  this  matter  calmly  and 

.'deliberately  —  that  we  should  not  think  we 
have  a  source  of  wealth  here  that  is  going  to 
bring  us  out  of    our  difficulties.     Beet-root- 

.  growing  will  not  do  that.  Eventually,  when 
labour  comes  down,  we  may  be  able  to  manu- 
facture beet-root  sugar;  but  I  hope  it  will  be  a 
long  time  before  that  state  of  things  does  come 
about;  for  we  may  depend  upon  it  that  the 
manufacture  of  beet-root  sugar  implies  a  low 

•  condition  of  wages,  against  which  the  working- 
classes  of  this  and  the  adjoining  colonies  would 
imdoubtedly  revolt.  I  shall  vote  for  the  Bill, 
believing  that  eventually  the  time  will  arrive 
when  these  colonies,  as  well  as  all  countries  in 
moderate  climates,  will  have  to  be  self-produc- 
ing as  regards  sugar,  and  it  is  not  undesirable 
that  such  a  law  should  be  contained  in  our 
Statute  Book:  not,  however,  that  I  for  one 
moment  believe  tliat  it  will,  for  many  years  to 
come,  be  brought  into  operation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  CHAMBERLIN,  —  The 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
has  deyoced  himself  entirely  to  one  article, 
and  this  Bill  deals  with  two  —  beet-mot  and 
sorghum.  His  arguments  may  be  perfectly 
right  —  I  do  not  say  they  are  not;  however, 
this  Bill  is  purely  a  permissive  Bill.  As  far 
Mon,  Mr,  Waterhouse 


as  I  read  it,  no  one  is  forced  to  go  into  the 
industry;  afid  I  think  very  few  will  do  so 
unless  they  see  their  way  clear  to  make  same- 
thing  out  of  it.  Again,  this  Bill  is  neither  a 
protective  Bill  nor  a  free-trade  Bill,  for  it  is 
partiy  the  one  and  partly  the  other ;  so  I  think 
I  may  say  it  is  neither.  If  you  look  at  clause  2, 
it  is  in  a  measure  protective,  because  a  banns 
is  proposed.  Then,  clause  3  is  purely  a  fzee- 
traide  clause,  because  it  allows  the  industry  to  be 
carried  on  without  any  interference  whatever 
as  far  as  taxation  goes.  Then,  clause  4,  again,, 
is  more  or  less  a  protective  clause,  for  a  duty' 
is  to  be  put  upon  sugar,  and  it  is  to  be  raised 
on  the  manufacture  of  sugar  also  to  some  ex^ 
tent.  Therefore  I  look  upon  it  merely  as  a 
Bill  to  encourage  colonial  industries.  I  msy 
say  that  I  entirely  agree  with  the  object  of  the 
Bill,  and  have  to  congratulate  the  Govemment 
on'  bringing  in  at  last  a  measure  that  I  can 
willingly  and  cheerfully  support.  I  am  sony^ 
to  say  that  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  introduced  it  has  not  done  his  best  to 
show  us  the  desirability  of  it.  He  said  veiy 
little  in  its  favour.  However,  I  will  endeavont 
to  make  up  the  deficiency.  The  Bill  deali: 
with  the  question  of  taxation  to  a  large  extent! 
undoubtedly,  and  I  think  the  one  fault  in  it  is; 
that  it  confines  itself  to  two  materials — ^beet>| 
root  and  sorghum.  The  Bill  should  have  been  | 
of  a  more  comprehensive  character;  being  a  | 
measure  dealing  with  taxation,  it  ought  to  deslj 
with  it  generally,  and  I  think  it  does  not  goj 
far  enough.  I  think,  if  we  look  to  the  returns 
of  imports  and  exports,  it  will  be  seen  veiy 
clearly  that  a  change  is  required  to  set  righl 
the  balance  of  trade.  I  see  that  for  the  last 
year  there  is  a  difference  of  no  less  thsa 
£1,100,000  against  the  colony,  the  imports  a« 
ceeding  the  exports  by  that  sum.  Now,  tf 
course  we  cannot  import  anything  into  tht' 
colony,  if  we  wish  to  deal  honestly,  without 
paying  for  it  in  some  shape  or  other.  B 
we  do  not  produce  things  in  the  colony  soffi*' 
cient  to  exchange  for  these  imports,  we  must, 
I  presume,  send  hard  cash  for  them.  There- 
fore, Sir,  I  think  it  is  an  important  matter  te 
draw  attention  to  the  large  number  of  articles 
that  are  imported  into  the  colony  which,  in 
my  opinion,  the  colony  could  do  without, 
in  so  far  that  many  of  them  can  be  produced 
in  the  colony,  and  others  are  luxuries,  which 
the  colony,  if  it  is  —  as  it  is  said  to  be— m 
a  depressed  state,  should  do  without ;  and,  if 
people  will  have  these  luxuries,  they  shoold 
bo  made  to  pay  for  them  by  very  high  pro- 
hibitive duties.  I  will  just  run  over  a  few 
things.  By-the-by,  it  is  singular  that,  when 
I  had  made  out  this  list  of  articles,  when  I 
cost  it  up  I  found  the  increased  tariff  woaU 
amount  to  within  a  few  pounds  of  the  defi- 
ciency between  the  imports  and  the  exports— 
namely,  £1,100,026.  I  will  now  run  over  a  few 
of  these  articles:  Beer  (bottled  and  in  balk), 
boots  and  shoes,  carriages,  china  and  porcelam 
ware,  confectionety,  earthenware,  fancy  goods, 
fish,  and  fruit. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS.  — I  rise  to  a 
point  of  order.    I  do  not  think  the  honooiahle 
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gentleman  is  entitled  to  disooss  the  whole  tariff 
jon  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB.— I  do  not  think 
the  honourable  member  is  out  of  order. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  OHAMBEBLIN.— WeU,  Sir, 
1  was  in  another  place  during  the  debate,  and 
I  heard  member  aiter  member  get  up  and  dis- 
4sqs8  the  question  in  the  very  same  way  I  am 
jiow  doing.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  rules 
«f  this  House  are  different  from  the  rules  of 
the  other  House.  I  am  discussing  the  general 
Hiuestion  of  taxation  whioh  is  brought  in  under 
this  BiU.  Here  we  have  to  deal  with  amea- 
fure  of  taxation,  and  I  hope  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  go  on.  I  got  on  as  far  as  fruit,  hops, 
jams  and  jellies,  jewellery,  milk  (preserved), 
opium,  perfumery,  photographic  goods,  tobacco 
pipes,  plated  ware,  silks,  spirits,  tobacco,  and 
mne.  Well,  this  amounts  to  no  less  a  sum 
than  £1,125,000 :  that  amount  has  to  be  sent  out 
«f  the  country  to  pay  for  these  luxuries.  For 
boots  I  think  it  is  no  less  a  sum  than  £168,000; 
The  present  duty  realized  upon  this  is  £15,000, 
averaging  about  9  pner  cent.  That  is  not  a  very 
high  tariff,  and,  as  it  is  well  known  that  these 
thmgs  can  be  made  in  the  colony,  I  think  it 
•desirable  that  taxation  should  be  increased 
upon  these  articles.  With  regard  to  fish,  fish 
to  the  value  of  £50,000  is  imported  into  the 
country,  and  only  a  duty  of  Id.  per  pound  is 
placed  upon  it.  While  we  have  here  an  enor- 
mous, quantity  of  fish  in  every  direction,  we 
«hould  not  be  allowed  to  import  it  at  a  nominal 
duty  of  Id.  a  pound.  Again,  fresh  fruit  worth 
£82,000  is  imported  free  of  duty.  Surely  Id. 
per  pound  would  be  a  very  desirable  duty  to 
encourage  the  growth  of  fruit  in  this  country. 
Barthenware  comes  to  £42,000,  upon  which  15 
per  cent,  duty  is  placed ;  but,  in  spite  of  that 
duty,  this  large  amount  is  imported  every  year. 
I  presume  this  is  principally  the  highest  class 
pt  earthenware — china — which  could  very  well 
be  done  without ;  but,  if  we  do  not  choose  to 
•do  without  these  luxuries,  I  think  we  should 
jbe  made  to  pay  for  them.  In  that  manner  we 
•could  raise  an  income  to  pay  our  way.  If  we 
desire  to  be  a  free- trade  country,  let  us  have 
free-trade  in  every  way.  Undoubtedly,  where 
•one  country  can  exchange  commodities  with 
another  sufficient  to  pay  for  what  is  imported, 
free-trade  is  very  desirable ;  but  in  this  colony 
we  are  not  in  that  happy  position.  Our  wante 
are  more  than  we  are  able  to  supply.  We  have 
to  pay  for  these  things  in  hard  cash,  and  we 
must  have  more  protective  duties  than  We  have 
at  the  present  time.  It  is  said  by  some  people 
who  are  great  free-traders  that  if  your  people 
cannot  be  employed  in  one  thing  they  must  go 
to  another.  But  that  is  not  the  question.  The 
•question  is  now.  How  are  we  to  find  labour  for 
the  people  ?  We  have,  by  means  of  our  policy 
of  late  years,  introduced  a  vast  number  of 
people  into  the  country  who  cannot  be  proflt- 
<ably  employed  in  the  few  industries  which  al- 
ready exist  here,  but  which  industries,  I  am' 
happy  to  say,  are  increasing.  Nevertheless,  they 
are  not  sufficient  to  employ  all  the  people ;  and 
therefore  I  think  it  is  praiseworthy  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  introduce  a  mea- 


sure of  this  kind,  in  order  to  giv6  an  oppor- 
tunity of  finding  employment  to  those  who 
cannot  at  present  find  any,  or,  at  any  rate,  to  be 
put  in  the  x>osition  of  being  able  to  cultivate 
beet  and  sorghum  for  the  purpose  of  manufao- 
turing  sugar,  if  they  can  see  their  way  to  do  it 
profitably.  The  sugar  imported  is  of  the  annual 
value  of  £650,000;  and  the  duty  upon  that  at  a 
halfpenny  a  pound  brings  in  an  income  to  the 
colony  of  £90,000  a  year.  That,  of  course, 
appears  to  be  an  enormous  sacrifice  to  make 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  this  industry; 
but  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  this  sugar 
industry  is  going  to  jump  up  ail  at  once  so 
as  to  keep  out  imported  sugar.  It  will  be  a' 
gradual  thing,  and  a  lengthened  period  must 
elapse  before  it  will  interfere  seriously  with 
the  import  duty  on  sugar.  I  am  afraid  that 
will  be  so.  I  only  hope  it  may  not  be.  If 
six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds'  worth 
of  sugar  was  manufactured  in  the  colony,  in 
two  years  that  would  be  £1,800,000 ;  and,  at 
the  rate  of  7  per  cent.,  that  sum  would  be 
worth  £91,000  a  year,  and  would  more  than 
compensate  for  the  loss  of  duty  on  the  sugar. 
There  is  one  thing  about  this:  The  money 
sent  out  for  the  sugar  disappears,  and  the 
sugar  dissolves  within  twelve  months  and  is 
gone.  The  tobacco,  for  which  we  pay  £81,000  a 
year,  if  it  does  not  dissolve,  is  lost  in  smoke, 
and  it  does  not  do  any  permanent  good  to  the 
country,  the  same  as  articles  of  machinery 
and  such  things,  which  last  for  years,  and  are 
of  permanent  benefit  to  the  colony.  Looking 
at  the  ampunt  to  be  saved  to  the  colony  in  in- 
direct ways,  if  we  are  to  be  taxed  it  would  be 
better  to  be  taxed  in  this  way.  The  saving  of 
£650,000  a  year  would  make  an  accumulation 
in  ten  years  of  £6,400,000,  which  would  be 
worth  to  the  colony,  at  7  per  cent.,  £420,000 
a  year.  Now,  sua.  income-tax  of  6d.  in  the 
pound  sterling  upon  £45,000  a  year,  being  the 
interest  on  the  capital  retained  in  the  colony, 
would  bring  in  the  first  year  a  sum  of  £1,116 
a  year.  And,  again,  a  property-tax  of  §d.  on 
the  £650,000  a  year  saved  or  retained  in  the 
colony  would  bring  in  a  revenue  of  £2,081 
a  year,  and  double  that  amount  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  so  on.  I  think  that  if  this 
scheme  turns  out  a  success  it  will  lead  to 
great  and  permanent  prosperity  to  the  colony, 
and  I  am  sure  it  will  do  so.  The  amount 
saved  will  be  very  large  in  the  course  of  time, 
and  will  have  the  effect  of  creating  prosperity 
and  wiping  away  the  depression  from  which  we 
are  now  suffering.  I  trust  that  the  Council 
will  support  the  Bill,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
requires  the  agency  of  the  Government  whip 
in  this  Council,  whom  we  have  seen  walking 
around  this  Council  buttonholing  honourable 
members.  I  do  not  think  it  required  that.  I 
have  great  pleasure  in  supporting  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— -My  honourable 
friends  here  have  found  an  unfortunate  advo- 
cate for  their  Bill  in  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken.  He  discovers  in  it  a 
measure  of  protection,  and  approves  of  it  very 
highly  in  consequence.  But  the  whole  of  the 
policy  of  the  colony  since  its  foundation  haa 
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been  one  of  free-trade.  The  principle  of  free- 
tahde  has  generally  been  recognized  as  that 
which  should  guide  the  fiscal  policy  of  the 
Govenunent  and  the  colony,  though  now  and 
tiien  there  have  been  slight  departures  from  it. 
This  is  an  unmistakable  departure  from  it ;  and 
it  is  a  most  unfortunate  departure  also,  in  that 
it  proposes  to  give  the  encouragement  of  a 
protecting  duty  to  a  business  which  cannot, 
lor  many  years  to  come,  be  a  reproductive  or 
profitable  industry.  I  think  that  this  is  so 
wide  a  departure  from  the  established  policy 
of  the  colony,  for  a  purpose  which  at.  present 
is  useless,  that  I  am  compelled  to  vote  against 
it. 

The  Hon.  Captain  PRASER.— After  the  very 
admirable  and  exhaustive  speech  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ghamberlin,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed 
that  I  can  have  much  to  say.  I  am  going  to 
support  the  Bill.  I  believe  it  is  one  which 
should  pass  into  law,  and  remain  on  the  Sta- 
tute Book  until  it  can  be  of  use  there :  but  it 
will  not  be  of  use  until  there  is  a  much  larger 
population  than  there  is  now  in  the  colony. 
The  cultivation  of  beet  is  very  expensive,  for, 
if  it  is  intended  to  realize  the  maximum  of 
profit,  it  is  requisite  to  have  five  ploughings, 
ten  harrowings,  four  rollings,  two  horse -hoe- 
ings,  besides  several  hoeings  by  manual  laboiur. 
With  the  present  price  of  labour  in  this  coun- 
try it  would  be  impossible  to  grow  beet-root 
profitably.  I  should  like  to  show  to  honour- 
able gentlemen  what  the  cultivation  of  beet- 
root is  like  in  the  larger  part  of  Artois  and 
Pioardy.  It  has,  in  fact,  changed  the  appear- 
ance of  the  country  altogether.  I  will  read 
a  short  extract  from  the  best  authority  upon 
French  agriculture.    It  says, — 

"  The  growth  of  sugar-beet  is  greatly  increas- 
ing the  produce  of  the  land ;  it  means  more 
com  and  more  cattle,  and  it  is  having  a  greater 
effect  than  in  Flanders.  Flanders  grew,  be- 
fore beet  was  introduced,  such  crops  as  per- 
mitted a  long  rest ;  whereas  in  the  larger  part 
of  Artois  and  Picardy  the  farming  was  less 
*  intensive,'  and  the  land  dependent  more  upon 
the  ordinary  growth  of  com  required,  or,  at  all 
events,  had  the  rest  of  the  bare  fallow  more 
frequently  than  it  has  now.  Beet,  indeed, 
whether  used  for  sugar  or  distilling  —  and  a 
distillery  is  now  an  adjunct  of  almost  every 
large  farm  in  the  North  of  France — is  chang- 
ing the  agriculture  of  France  so  rapidly  that  it 
seems  likely  that  the  present  generation  may 
see  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy  of  Arthur 
Young,  that  the  time  would  come  when  the 
relative  position  of  the  two  countries — France 
and  England — as  to  agricultural  progress  would 
be  reversed,  and  France  be  as  much  before 
England  in  good  farming  as  she  undoubtedly 
is  in  soil  and  climate.  As  far  as  beet  has 
penetrated,  Arthur  Young's  words  may  be  ac- 
cepted as  having  already  come  true." 

That,  Sir,  is  what  beet-root  cultivation  is. 
Ten  years  ago  .those  engaged  in  producing  sugar 
in  France  were  supposed  to  be  in  the  same 
position  as  Americans  who  had  ''struck  oil." 
But  a  very  great  change  has  taken  place  since, 
as  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  has  pointed  out. 
SorP'  Dr.  Pollen 


The  production  of  saccharine  matter  in  the  be«l 
itself  is  also  very  capricious ;  it  is  not  alwa^ 
the  same,  and  for  the  last  two  years  there  hf» 
been  a  very  great  falling-ofi  in  it  in  France, 
arising  from  the  fact  that,  in  place  of  guano,  a 
nitrogenous  compost  has  been  used  which  de- 
velops albuminous  matter,  but  not  sacchaiine 
matter.  I  have  no  doubt  the  time  will  come 
when  this  experiment  will  be  tried  in  thi» 
country.  But  you  would  have  to  make  a 
change  in  your  fiscal  regulations.  On  evezy 
beet-root  farm  there  is  a  distillery,  and  the 
molasses  put  into  it  is  made  into  spirits  and 
sent  down  to  Bordeaux,  and  sold  as  good 
cognac  at  5s.  a  bottle.  You  will  have  to  tom 
the  molasses  into  whiskey,  and  I  may  say  that 
there  are  now  such  improvements  made  in  the 
process  that  the  fusel  oil  is  destroyed.  I  haye 
drunk  very  wholesome  spirits  derived  from  beet- 
root, and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  when  the  time 
comes  for  making  sugar  here  from  beet-root^ 
and  I  believe  it  will  come — ^you  will  also  distil 
spirits  from  the  molasses,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
you  will  be  able  to  induce  people  to  drink  it.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  see  the  beet-root  industry  in- 
troduced, when  it  is  possible,  for  at  present  w» 
are  importing  sugar  which  is  tinged  with  blood 
— the  blood  of  the  Polynesians  who  have  pro- 
duced it  in  Fiji,  Queensland,  and  ManihL 
There  is  a  peculiar  danger  in  the  use  of 
some  sugar.  I  believe  two  Wellington  houses 
are  largely  importing  sugar  in  &e  produc- 
tion of  which  Chinese  have  been  employed,, 
and  I  should  like  honourable  gentlemen  to 
remember,  when  drinking  their  tea,  that  they 
may  be  swallowing  the  germs  of  leprosy,  which 
have  got  among  the  sugar  when  being  handled 
by  Mongolians.  I  hope  the  Bill  will  pass  itft 
second  reading  and  become  law. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  0.  RICHMOND.— I  do  not 
think  it  is  of  any  great  consequence  whether 
we  pass  the  Bill  or  not,  for,  if  passed,  I  do  not 
believe  it  will  produce  much  effect,  except  that 
it  may  possibly  entrap  some  unwary  person  into 
investing  money  in  the  purchase  of  plant  from 
which  he  would  get  no  benefit  beyond  the 
bonus  that  is  offered.  Several  advocates  of  the 
measure  in  speaking  on  it  have  gone  out  of 
their  way  a  little,  and  not  altogether  with  ad* 
vantage  to  their  cause.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds told  us  that  there  are  a  very  •  large 
number  of  cripples  in  New  Zealand,  who  may 
be  employed  in  this  industry.  My  impreesion 
is  that  the  people  of  New  Zealand  are  not  by 
any  means  so  incompetent  to  work  that  they 
need  that  we  should  find  industries  for  them. 
I  think  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  where 
boys  and  young  people  are  more  eager  to  secure 
an  independent  position  for  themselves  than 
in  New  Zealand  ;  and  my  idea  is  that,  in  the 
existing  state  of  things,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  keep  children  at  work  on  farms  in  the 
production  of  beet-root.  However,  the  gravest 
objection  I  have  to  the  Bill — and  it  is  a  serious 
one — is  that  the  effect  of  passing  it  may  be  to 
induce  some  unwary  person  to  invest  capital  in 
an  undertaking  which  will  not  be  and  cannot 
bo  permanently  successful.  My  objection  to 
the  Bill  is  on  precisely  the  same  grounds  aft 
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my  objection  to  the  East  and  West  Coast  Bail- 
my  Bill  —  that  it  may  he  the  means  of  en- 
tiappiiig  some  people  into  a  had  speculation. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  E.  JOHNSON.— It  is  my 
intention  to  vote  against  the  second  reading  of 
the  BiU,  and  I  wish  to  state  my  reasons  for 
doing  BO.  Evidence  hrought  before  the  Goun- 
dl  in  the  speeches  which  have  been  addressed 
to  us  shows,  no  doubt,  that  it  is  a  desirable 
tiung  that  the  cultivation  of  beet-root  should 
be  established  in  the  colony,  provided  it  could 
be  done  with  proper  chances  of  success.  But 
those  honourable  members  who  have  spoken 
in  fayooT  of  the  cultivation  of  beet-root  have 
also  pointed  out  that  it  is  impossible  at  the 
present  time  to  produce  beet-root  sugar  at  a 
profit ;  and,  under  those  circumstances,  I  con- 
sider that  those  who  spoke  in  that  manner 
have  really  spoken  in  opposition  to  the  Bill, 
although  they  have  stated  they  intend  to  vote 
for  it.  Now,  if  there  is  one  thing  clearer  than 
another  in  connection  with  this  matter  it  is 
that,  if  this  industry  is  taken  up  at  aU,  it  VTill 
have  to  be  taken  up  by  powerful  companies 
—  persons  having  large  funds  at  command ; 
and  therefore  the  Bill  is  not  at  all  one  to 
benefit  those  supposed  most  to  require  benefit 
in  ^e  colony  —  those  persons  who  have  not 
laige  funds  at  conmiand.  Nor  do  I  think,  if 
it  were  established  by  large  companies,  that  it 
would  be  a  widespresbd  industry — one  taken  up 
by  tk  large  number  of  cultivators  with  the  ob- 
ject of  sending  their  produce  to  the  companies 
to  be  manufactured.  There  would  be  very 
little  chance  that  anything  of  that  description 
'  would  take  place;  ajid  therefore  I  think,  if 
^lis  'Bill  is  passed,  it  will  be  simply  a  mea- 
sure to  assist  those  who  we  might  fairly  say 
are  quite  capable  of  assisting  themselves.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  Bill  itself,  I  suppose  it  is 
a  money  Bill,  and  therefore  that  its  amend- 
ment is  not  optional  with  us,  and  we  must  take 
it  or  reject  it. — (*'  No.") — ^The  Bill  is  not  very 
clear  with  regard  to  that.  The  2nd  clause 
gives  a  bonus  of  a  halfpenny  a  pound  on  the 
first  thousand  tons  of  sugar  produced.  Now,  I 
should  like  to  know  if  that  bonus  is  to  be  given 
on  every  ton  as  it  is  brought  in  by  different 
people,  or  whether  it  is  all  to  be  given  to  the 
nxst  producer  of  one  thousand  tons.  It  seems 
i  to  me  it  should  be  more  clearly  put.  Then, 
I  the  next  clause  gives  an  exemption  from  Excise 
^  daty  'for  a  term  of  fifteen  years.  That  is  what 
I  object  to,  simply  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
introiducLng  a  system  of  protection.  It  has 
t  been  acknowledged  by  honourable  members 
that  the  Bill  will  probably  not  be  made  use  of 
if  passed,  and  I  would  point  out  that  the  effect 
of  passing  it  might  be  to  create  an  undesirable 
precedent.  Honourable  members  may  remem- 
ber that  some  years  ago  legislation  was  passed 
encouraging  distilleries  to  be  established  in 
the  colony,  and  certain  conditions  were  made, 
under  which  two  distilleries  were  established  ; 
but  in  a  short  time  it  was  found  necessary  to 
do  away  with  the  exemptions  made  in  favour 
of  them,  and  large  compensation  had  to  be 
paid.  Now,  the  4th  section  of  this  Bill  pro- 
vides that,  supposing  the  advantages  given  by 
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the  Bill  are  done  away  vdth  within  fifteox 
years,  then  compensation  is  to  be  given.  Well, 
the  lesson  we  learned  from  our  experience 
of  distilleries  is  a  lesson  that  ought  not  to  be 
quickly  forgotten.  It  was  certainly  disastrous 
to  the  colony,  for  I  think  it  cost  at  least  £40,000 
as  compensation  for  doing  away  with  the  privi- 
leges which  had  been  granted  to  the  distilleries. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  it  would  be 
very  unwise  to  pass  this  Bill.  It  is  acknow- 
ledged by  its  supporters  that  it  is  not  likely  to 
be  made  use  of  for  many  year%  and  therefore 
I  say,  let  us  not  pass  the  Bill  until  the  time 
arrives  when  it  would  be  likely  to  be  made  use 
of.  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  put 
on  the  Statute  Book  Bills  acknowledged  to  be 
of  little  or  no  use,  and  for  this  reason  I  ^all 
vote  against  the  present  measure.  If  I  could 
see  any  probability  that  the  introduction  at  once 
of  such  an  industry  would  be  a  benefit>  to  the 
colony,  I  would  willingly  vote  for  it :  but  perhaps 
there  would  not  then  be  any  necessity  for  the 
Bill,  because,  if  one  could  see  a  way  of  making 
a  profitable  industry,  there  would  be  no  neces- 
sity for  offering  exceptional  inducements  such 
as  are  proposed  to  be  given  in  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— The  first  objec- 
tion I  have  to  the  Bill  is  this:  that  we  are 
proposing  by  it  8omet)iing  not  for  the  present 
time,  but  for  the  future,  and  a  very  distant 
future.  I  think  that  is  exceedingly  objection- 
able. Then,  it  occurs  to  me  that  it  is  not  a 
genuine  Bill  at  all,  and  is  really  brought  in 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  out  inducements 
to  people  to  believe  that  something  will  be 
done  which  the  Government,  who  introduced ' 
the  Bill,  know  perfectly  well  will  not  and 
never  can  be  done.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man who  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  sskid  it  was  necessary  that  some  such  Bill 
should  pass,  because  the  export  of  wheat  had 
become  unremunerative.  To  carry  that  to  a 
logical  conclusion,  he  ought  to  have  said  that 
the  cultivation  of  beet-root  in  Europe — where 
the  price  of  labour  is  infinitely  lower  than  it  is 
here  now,  and  lower  than,  I  hope,  it  ever  will  . 
be — is  only  possible  by  a  very  large  bounty  on 
its  production.  I  am  not  now  going  into  the 
large  question  of  Protection,  but  I  wish  to  say 
this :  that  the  Governments  of  France  and 
Germany  think  it  is  a  benefit  to  pay — what 
is  practically  a  bonus — many,  millions  a  year 
for  promoting  an  industry  that  cannot  be  sup- 
ported without  that  assistance.  Under  these 
circumstances  a  large  impetus  is  given  to  the 
trade ;  and,  to  look  at  the  statistics  that  have 
been  quoted,  you  would  think  that  some  great 
advantage  takes  place.  The  real  fact  is  that, 
even  in  France,  where  public  money 'to  the 
extent  of  many  millions  a  year  is  given  for 
the  support  of  the  beet -root  industry,'  that 
industry  is  in  a  very  languishing  condition  at 
the  present  time,  for  this  reason :  that  there 
is  over-production ;  and  there  always  will  be. 
If  the  Government  of  a  country  is  so  ill- 
advised  as  to  give  bonuses  for  the  production 
of  an  article,  it  is  quite  clear  there  must  be 
large  profit  on  its  production;  and  then  the 
production  is  sure  to  become  excessive,  be- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


354 


Beet-Boot 


[COUNCIL.] 


Sugar  Bill. 


[Nov.  4 


cause  every  one  goes  into  the  trade.  The 
consequence  is  that  the  beet -root -sugar  in- 
dustry, even  in  France,  is  not  remunerative. 
As  far  as  consumers  are  concerned,  it  is  the 
fact  that,  while  at  the  present  time  ordinary 
sugar  for  ordinary  consumption  can  be  pur- 
chased in  London  at  S^d.  per  lb.,  in  France 
it  costs  more  than  double,  which  only  shows 
the  large  tax  that  is  put  on  consumers  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few  people  engaged  in  that 
particular- industry.  It  is  not  a  good  thing  at 
all,  and,  if  th§  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds's  argument 
about  the  unprofitableness  of  wheat-produc- 
tion is  worth  anything  in  this  connection,  he 
should  have  advocated  the  giving  of  a  bounty 
for  the  export  of  com.  No  doubt  that  would 
be  a  loss  to  the  country,  but  that  is  really  what 
is  proposed  to  be  done  in  this  Bill,  and  what  is 
done  in  France  and  Gtermany  at  the  present 
time..  Though  large  bonuses  are  given  for  the 
production  of  sugar,  it  costs  the  consumer  4d. 
per  lb.;  while  the  consumer  in  London  can 
buy  it  for  S^d.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bandall  John- 
son has  raised  the  question  as  to  whether 
this  is  a  money  Bill  or  not.  I  did  not  under- 
stand him  to  ask  you.  Sir,  for,  your  ruling  as 
to  whether  this  is  a  money  Bill  or  not — whether 
we  can  amend  it  in  Committee. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  do  not  think  it' 
is  a  money  Bill,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  (Council  to  make  any  alteration 
in  clause  2. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Or  in  clauses  3 
and  4. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.  —  From  a  cursory 
examination,  I  do  not  think  it  is  competent  for 
the  Council  to  alter  either  the  3rd  or  the  4th 
clause. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— That  being  so,  the 
only  possible  course  for  us  is  to  throw  out  the 
Bill,  and  the  result  would  not  be  anything  to 
deplore.  We  have  heard  this  session  of  great 
anxiety  on  the  paJt  of  the  Government  to 
promote  trade,  especially  with  the  South  Sea 
Islands.  How  can  they  be  consistent,  in  pro- 
moting a  Bill  of  this  kind?  We  know  that 
a  large  manufacturing  establishment  has  been 
erected  for  the  express  purpose  of  importing 
and  refining  sugeur .  I  consider  that  a  very  legi- 
timate trade,  and  it  is  one  which  gives  large 
employment  and  provides  a  cheaper  article,  and 
ought  to  be  favoured  in  every  possible  way. 
But  what  would  be  the  result  of  this  Bill  ?  It 
would  have  the  efiect  of  injuring  that  industry 
at  once,  and  therefore  I  can  see  no  consistency 
in  the  action  of  the  Government.  There  was  a 
Bill,  which  fortunately  did  not  reach  the  Coun- 
cil, for  establishing  a  company  for  promoting  a 
large  import  trade,  and  I  cannot  see  the  con- 
sistency of  the  Govemjnent  in  promoting  a 
measure  of  that  kind  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
bringing  forward  a  measure  like  this,  which 
could  only  have  the  effect  of  injuring  the  very 
industry  they  try  to  promote.  I  am  not  at  all 
convinced  by  any  arguments  I  have  heard  in 
support  of  this  Bill  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rey- 
nolas  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Chamberlin.  I  think 
their  arguments  are  utterly  irrational,  %pd  I 
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believe  that  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  know 
perfectly  well  it  would  have  no  effect.  I  theie- 
fore  think  it  is  not  right  to  incumber  the 
Statute  Book  vdth  a  useless  Bill,  which  c&n 
have  only  one  efiect — that  of  inducing  unfortu- 
nate people  to  go  into  a  business  that  can  oaly 
involve  them  in  loss.  If  it  is  possible  to  eliini- 
nate  clauses  3  and  4,  the  Bill  may  be  allowed  to 
go  into  Committee,  because,  although  I  look 
upon  the  giving  of  bonnes  as  a  doubtful  metiiod 
of  encouraging  industries,  still  it  only  happens 
once ;  but  by  clauses  3  and  4  you  propose  to 
bind  posterity  for  fifteen  years,  and,  since  it  has 
been  ruled  that  we  caxmot  amend  those  clanses, 
I  shall  oppose  the  second  reeiding  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEABLER.— I  am 'quite  sore 
that  it  is  impossible  to  touch  clause  2,  but  I 
am  not  sure  as  to  clauses  3  and  4,  and  I  think 
I  should  have  time  to  consider,  if  any  opixuon 
is  required,  how  far  the  Council  has  the  rig^t 
in  Committee  to  amend  or  reject  clause  3  or  > 
clause  4.  It  is  a  point  that  has  been  raised  on 
other  Bills,  ajid  1  am  not  sure  at  present  with 
regard  to  those  clauses  as  to  whether  the  Coun- 
cil has  power  to  amend  them  or  not.  i 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — If  we  cannot  ense  i 
those  clauses,  v^ill  you  consider,  Sir,  whether 
we  have  power  to  add  a  proviso  to  them,  or  to 
add  a  clause  to  the  Bill  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PEACOCK.  —  I  support  the 
measure,  although  I  do  not  think  it  likely  to 
be  immediately  operative.  But  the  efiect  d  it 
may  be  to  induce  people  to  come  into  the  cons- 
try  to  start  the  industry.  We  know  that  people 
in  Germany  now  are  discouraged  by  the  Btato 
of  this  industry  there,  and,  if  they  see  a  ine«-« 
sure  of  this  kind  on  the  Statute  Book  hddiig 
put  inducements  to  establish  the  industry  IB; 
New  Zealand,  it  might  encourages  numb^flf 
them  to  come  to  this  colony  to  start  the  is* 
dustry.  Of  course,  if  the  industry  could  M 
established  in  the  colony,  it  would  do  a  gral 
amount  of  good,  and  employ  a  large  amount  ol 
labour.  The  effect  of  the  Bill  being  on  Ite 
Statute  Book  might  be  to  bring  people  to  thi 
colony  who  understand  the  industry,  and  who 
would  not  be  likely  to  waste  money  at  all  on  iW 
but  be  able  to  carry  it  out.  Wi&  respect  to 
clause  2, 1  must  say  that  I  object  to  the  systen 
of  bonuses.  I  do  not  object  so  much  to  thedif- 
ferential  rate.  In  this  particular  instance  I 
think  it  is  proper  we  should  foster  a  young  in- 
dustry.  But  I  think  that  the  giving  of  bonusei 
is  detrimental,  because  my  experience  is  thai 
it  induces  people  to  go  into  a  thing  and  to  keep 
it  up  until  they  have  secured  the  bonus,  asm. 
then  to  drop  it  afterwards.  Now,  the  difieren- 
tial  rate  gives  it  a  character*  of  permanency, 
and  for  that  reason  I  agree  to  it.  I  shall  sup- 
port the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mx,  MANTELL.— I  move  the  ftd-i 
joumment  of  the  debate  until  to-morrow,  to 
give  you,  Sir,  time  to  consider  the  points  raised. 

Debate  adjourned. 

WESTLAND  EDUCATION  DISTRICT 

SUBDIVISION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  in  moving  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  said  the  nec^EZ^ 
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lor  this  Bill  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  West- 
land  Education  District  had  been  divided  into 
two  districts  under  an  Act  passed  in  a  former 
session,  and  it  was  necessary  now  to  validate 
some  things  which  had  been  done  under  the 
Act,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  future 
canying-on  of  education  in  Westland.  The 
overdue  liabilities  amounted  to  about  £5,000. 
The  two  districts  would  not  work  together, 
and  the  result  was  that  at  the  present  time  the 
•oolony  was  saddled  with  the  administration 
oi  education  in  the  District  of  Westland.  If 
this  Bill  were  passed  the  Government  would 
take  care  that  only  such  sums  as  were  legally 
due  were  paid,  after  the  accounts  had  been 
carefully  gone  over  by  the  Audit  Department. 
He  understood  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  in- 
tended to  move  the  reference  of  the  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee ;  and,  such  be^jing  the  case, 
he  did  not  think  he  need  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Council  further  at  present.  The  Bill  was 
absolutely  necessary,  unless  the  colony  •was 
prepared  to  pay  a  very  large  sum  of  money. 
He  luiderstood  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Council 
that  this  Bill,  after  the  second  reading,  should 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  If  that 
were  the  -^vish  of  the  Council,  he  had  not  the 
least  objection  to  raise  against  it.  What  he 
wanted  was  the  fullest  information  that  could' 
be  obtained  on  the  subject.  One  thing  he 
might  say,  and  that  was  that  the  Council 
would  have  a  very  great  responsibility  cast 
upon  them  if  they  threw  out  this  Bill,  inas- 
much as,  if  they  did  so,  the  Government  were 
not  prepared  to  carry  on  the  education  of  West- 
land,  and  would  not  taice  the  responsibility 
upon  themselves,  as  it  would  be  contrary  to  the 
law.  The  late  Government  certainly  did  ac- 
cept the  responsibility,  and,  under  the  circum- 
atances,  they  were  perhaps  justified  in  doing 
£0 ;  but,  seeing  that  an  opportunity  was  now 
given  to  the  Legislature  to  remedy  the  existing 
«tate  of  affairs,  if  the  Legislature  was  not  dis- 
posed to  deal  with  the  question,  the  Govern- 
ment would  not.  be  justified  in  taking  such  a 
responsibility  upon  themselves  :  in  which  case 
there  would  be  no  education  in  Westland  till 
auch  time  as  Parliament  might  have  another 
opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  question.  He 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and 
understood  that,  after  the  Bill  had  been  read  a 
second  time,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  would  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  regretted  that 
-there  was  any  necessity  for  bringing  this  Bill 
before  the  Council,  as  a  8ubdivisi6n  of  the  dis- 
trict could  only  be  accomplished  by  a  sacrifice 
■of  a  great  deal  of  money.  It  was  scarcely  cre- 
ditable, he  thought,  to  the  departments  which 
had  caused  this  split  in  the  Education  Board, 
■as  it  proved  a  want  of  admmistrative  ability 
on  their  part.  -He  held  in  his  hand  a  report  by 
the  Inspector-General  of  Education  in  which 
that  officer  stated  that  the  division  of  the  dis- 
trict would  cause  a  great  expense  to  the  colony. 
In  spite  of  that,  however,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Council  could  do  nothing  better  than 
agree  to  this  measure,  because  the  actions  of 
the  Education  Board  shawed  tl^at  they  were  not 


fit  to  administer  the  public  funds.  Although 
he  admitted  that  the  people  of  the  district 
that  he  came  from — Greymouth — ^would  be  more 
or  less  dissatisfied  if  the  district  should  be 
divided  into  two,  still  he  could  only  acknow- 
ledge that  there  was  no  alternative,  if  educa- 
tion was  to  be  carried  on  in  Westland.  He 
was  the  more  inclined  to  support  the  Bill  be- 
cause the  Government  had  promised  to  pay 
the  debts  which  had  been  contracted  by  the 
Education  Board,  to  the  amount  of  £5,000, 
under  certain  conditions.  A  great  portion  of 
this  money  was  owing  to  tradesmen,  who  had 
been  kept  out  of  their  well-eajmed  money  for  a 
very  long  time,  and  could  ill  afiord  to  be  kept 
out  of  it  any  longer.  The  circumstances  of  the 
case  were  fully  discussed  last  year,  not  only  by 
the  Council,  but  before  a  Select  Committee; 
and,  as  the  Council  last  year  came  to  the  deter- 
mination to  divide  the  district  into  two,  he 
hoped  honourable  members  would  approve  this 
Bill,  and  agree  to  the  second  reading.  He 
failed  to  see  that  any  good  could  come  from 
referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select  Committee.  No- 
thing could  be  ascertained  by  a  Select  Com- 
mittee in  addition  to  what  was  known  to  the 
Coimcil  last  year. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  Bill,  and  hoped  there  would  be  no  further 
discussion  upon  it,  because,  were  there  any 
discussion  on  it,  he  could  hardly  trust  himself 
to  express  his  opinion  with  regajd  to  the  Edu- 
cation Boaid.  He  had  communicated  with  the 
Government,  and  his  views  on  the  matter  had 
to  a  certain  extent  received  their  approval. 
He  intended  afterward  to  move  that  the  Bill  be 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  (X  KICHMOND  had  never 
previously  heard  of  any  Education  Board  in 
this  colony  getting  into  debt  to  the  extent  of 
£5,000;  and  the  fact,  that  an  indemnity  was 
included  in  this.  Bill  was  enqugh  to  justify 
honourable  members,  not  in  opposing  the  Bill, 
perhaps,  but  in  seeing  that  due  care  should  be 
taken  in  the  matter  before  passing  the  mea- 
sure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  thought  this 
Bill  showed  the  necessity  of  some  such  mea- 
sure as  that  which  he  introduced  some  time 
back,  which  would  have  the  effect  of  causing 
persons  who  were  intrusted  with  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  moneys  to  be  a  little  more  careful 
in  the  future  than  iiiey  had  been  in  the  past. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  thoroughly  agreed 
with  the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse. 
He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  real  merits  of  the  question,  which,  in  fact, 
came  before  the  Council  and  a  Select  Com- 
mittee last  year ;  but  he  maintained  that  there 
was  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  present  Bill. 
The  indemnity  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Richmond  was  an  indemnity  to  the  Govern* 
ment  for  illegally  carrying  on  the  system  of 
education  in  the  Provincial  District  of  West* 
land.  The  circumstances  of  this  case  were 
such  that  he  thought  it  would  be  better  if 
they  were  not  spoken  of  at  all,  although  they 
might  properly  form  the  subject  of  inquiry  at 
the  hands  of  a  Select  Committee ;  buL  the  less. 
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said  about  it  the  better,  becanse  it  was  no 
credit  to  the  district  he  came  from  and  where 
these  things  had  arisen.  He  understood  that 
the  object  of  referring  this  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee  was  to  have  the  matter  sifted,  and 
not  to  postpone  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds 
had  said  that,  unless  some  measure  of  this  sort 
were  passed,  the  Government  would  decline  to 
accept  the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  edu- 
cational system  of  Westland,  which  had  been 
carried  on  illegally,  he  might  say,  for  the  past 
twelve  months.  He  trusted  the  Select  Com- 
mittee would  mskke  their  report  at  once. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND  thought  the  only 
objection  to  referring  the  Bill  to  a  Select 
Committee  was  the  fact  that  the  time  was 
80  short  in  which  to  prepare  a  report.  He 
believed  he  was  a  member  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee that  considered  the  matter  last  year, 
and  the  mind  of  that  Committee  was  that  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation in  Westland  that  the  district  should  be 
divided;  and  therefore  he  hoped  the  Council 
would  pass  this  measure. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS,  in  reply,  agreed 
that  the  Select  Committee  should  report  with- 
out delay.  He  pointed  out  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wilson  had  no  intention  to  oppose  the  Bill  in 
moving  for  a  Select  Committee,  and  he  there- 
fore hoped  the  Council  would  agree  to  read  the 
Bill  a  second  time,  so  that  it  might  be  referred 
to  that  Committee. 

Bill  read  a  second  time.  * 

WEST  COAST  SETTLEMENT  RESERVES 
BILL. 

ADJOURNED   DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said  he  had  had 
a  conversation  with  the  Native  Minister  with 
regard  to  this  Bill,  and  had  come  id  the  con- 
clusion that  no  private  member  could  acquire 
the  information  which  had  been  alluded  to; 
and  therefore  the  Bill  ought  to  come  before  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  after  its  second  read- 
ing, to  which  course,  he  was  glad  to  say,  the 
Colonial  Secretary  had  no  objection. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  said  he  had 
no  objection  to  that  course. 

Bill  read  d  second  time. 

LAND  BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  the  committal  oi  this  Bill, 
The  Hon.  Mr.  LAIiMANN  said,— Sir,  before 
you  put  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this 
35ill,  I  beg  leave  to  place  on  record  that  I  en- 
tirely disagree  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  in  regard  to  clause 
.30,  relating  to  the  colliery  reserve  at  Westport. 
I  do  not  think  sufficient  evidence  was  adduced 
by  the  Committee  to  justify  it  in  striking  out 
that  clause  altogether,  and  I  will  place  the 
Council  in  possession  of  the  facts  connected 
with  the  making  of  this  reserve.  In  the  year 
1808-G4,  when  the  now  Hon.  Mr.  Richmond 
was  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  in  the 
Province  of  Nelson,  he  marked  on  the  plaji  of 
the  Town  of  Westport  a  certain  space — a  re- 
serve set  aside  for  a  public  quay,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  the  exportation  of  coai.  Ho  further 
I£on,  Mr.  Bonar 


steps  were  taken,  and  therefore  the  reserve,  as 
Bucn,  was  not  properly  legalized  as  a  reserva. 
But  in  1868  this  reserve,  by  proclamation  of  the 
then  Superintendent  of  Nelson,  was  declared 
to  be  on  the  coal  fields.     In  the  years  1870,. 
1871,  1872,  and  1873  great  floods  encroached 
80  far  on  the  then  Town  of  Westport  that,. 
after  the  second   year,  it  was  carried  away 
altogether ;  and  in  the  third  year — 187^after 
the  people  had  partly  rebuilt  the  town,  it  was 
earned  away  to  the  ocean  altogether.    After 
that,  the  Provincial  Council  of  Nelson  carried 
a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  a  portion  of  this 
reserve  should   be  withdrawn  from  the  coal 
fields  and  set  aside  for  the  inhabitants  whose 
property  had  been  swept  away  by  the  floods  of 
1871, 1872,  and  1878.    This  was  done,  and,  on 
the  strength  of  that,  the  people  began  building 
their  houses  on  this  reserve,  out  never  got  any- 
thing like  a  title  to  it,  nor  even  a  lease,  untiL 
filter  the  provinces  were  done  away  with.   The 
Gerteral  Government  appointed  a  Roysd  Com- 
mission to  make  inquiries  as  to  this  reserve; 
and  the  Commission  took  evidence,  and  reooin> 
mended,  in  their  report,  that  the  occupiers  cf 
land  on  the  reserve  should  be  left  in  undis- 
turbed possession,  and  should  pay  a  very  mode- 
rate rent,  and  receive  a  lease  of  this  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— In  what 
year? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— In  1878.  Tha 
Government  did  not  think  it  right  to  cany  out 
the  whole  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Royal 
Conmiission ;  but  they  agreed  to  let  these  par- 
ties occupy  the  land  for  twenty-one  years,  at  a 
rent  to  be  raised  every  seven  years,  but  did  not 
give  them  any  right  as  to  the  improvements 
they  might  make.  Ever  since  that  time  the 
inhabitants  who  settled  upon  this  reserve  havs 
settled  upon  about  seventeen  acres  out  of  an 
area  of  seventy-one  acres.  They  have  agitated 
from  year  to  year  in  order  to  induce  theGO" 
vemment  to  get  compensation  provided  when 
the  leases  of  twenty-one  years  have  expired  and 
are  to  be  put  up  to  auction  again.  This  BiB 
recommends  simply  that,  provided  the  Govern 
ment  do  not  want  this  land  for  general  pur 
poses — that  ia  to  say,  for  railway  or  harboBi 
works — the  occupiers  of  this  land  may  be  al 
lowed  to  keep  in  possession  of  the  land,  at  i 
rent  to  be  determined  by  the  Board ;  and  onl; 
in  case  these  leases  should  go  into  other  hand 
are  they  to  receive  compensation  for  improve 
ments.  It  will  be  understood  that  for  the  fifl 
seven  years  they  have  to  pay,  for  a  small  allot 
ment  of  38ft.,  a  rental  of  £5 ;  and  for  the  las 
seven  years  they  will  have  to  pay  £10  for  ii 
But  that  is  scarcely  the  question.  The  qu« 
tion  is,  Are  we  to  listen  to  the  just  deman( 
as  \  may  call  it,  of  these  people,  who  hai 
on  two  different  occasions  lost  their  all,  ( 
almost  their  all  ? — ^f or  anything  they  saved  th€ 
spent  in  putting  up  houses  on  this  reserve.  Ai 
we  to  allow  them  compensation  for  improvi 
ments  in  case  they  are  outbidden  at  the  ei 
of  twenty-one  years  ?  I  may  state  here  tha 
however  the  trade  of  Westport  may  iucrease- 
and  they  hope  it  will,  and  we  can  scarce! 
doubt  it  will,  increase — the  occupiers  of  th 
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land  will  in  no  way  interfere  with  sufficient 
room  for  railways  or  wharf  accommodation. 
They  are  at  a  great  distance  from  the  wharf  and 
the  railway-site.  The  place  where  these  people 
live  begins  at  the  entrance  of  the  Buller  xUver, 
«nd  they  occupy  only  a  very  small  space  on  one 
side  of  the  street — the  whole  length  occupied 
does  not  contain  seventeen  acres ;  and,  as  the 
reserve  is  so  laige,  containing  fifty-four  acres 
beyond  that»  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that 
^  Government  will  need  the  use  of  this  land. 
I  think  members  of  this  Oouncil  will  take 
into  consideration  the  claim  of  the  people  of 
Westport  to  retain  the  right  to'  lease,  or,  in  case 
they  are  compelled  to  give  up  the  lapd,  to  get 
compensation.  It  is  nothing  else  at  present 
than  "  Irish  landlordism  "  in  its  worst  form : 
they  have  to  pay  rent  and  rack-rent,  and  have 
no  claim  for  the  value  of  the  improvements 
they  have  made.  The  Council  was  invited  last 
year  to  do  justice  to  the  claims  of  people  who 
had  no  right  to  compensation — people  who  had 
occupied  ^Native  lands ;  and  I  hope  honourable 
memoers  will  not  find  themselves  less  justified 
in  giving  the  same  privilege  to  our  fellow-men 
in  Westport.  I  have  no  connection  with  the 
nlace  at  all,  except  that  I  now  and  then  may 
oe  a  visitor  there,  and  I  always  hear  the  com- 
plaints of  the  people,  who  say  they  cannot  make 
improvements  to  their  houses  for  the  risk  they 
ran  of  not  getting  a  shilling  of  compensation. 
Therefore  I  say  again  I  hope  and  trust  that 
the  Council  will  give  these  people,  who  have 
had  such  heavy  losses  to  sustain  at  two  or 
three  different  periods,  a  chance  now  to  re- 
cover a  small  portion  of  what  they  have  lost  by 
heavy  floods.  All  that  is  asked  is  that,  in  case 
they  are  compelled  to  leave,  and  only  in  that 
case,  they  may  get  compensation  for  the  im- 
provements maide. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4.—"  Land  Boards  Inquiry  Act,  1883," 
to  operate  as  to  previous  licenses.  Past  for- 
feitures confirmed. 

The.  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved,  That  the 
words,  "  and  shall  take  efiect  and  be  deemed  to 
have  taken  efiect  from  the  day  of  the  declara- 
tion of  such  forfeiture  or  of  the  order  of  such 
cancellation  by  the  Board,"  be  erased. 

The   Committee  divided  on  the   question, 
'*  That  the  words  stand  part  of  the  clause." 
Ates,  15. 


Bamicoat 

Eraser 

Reeves 

Brett 

Kohere 

Reynolds 

Buckley,  G. 

Lahmann 

Richmond,  J.  C. 

Buckley,  P.  A 

Ngatata 

Wigley 

Peacock 
Noes,  11. 

Wilson. 

Acland 

Grace 

Pollen 

Bonar 

Johnson,  G.  R 

Waterhouse 

Biandon 

McLean 

Williamson. 

CampbeU 

Peter 

Majority  for,  4. 

Words  retained. 

Clause  .30. — Grant  of  future  leases. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  moved.  That 

the  clause  be  struck  out. 

The   Committee   divided  on   the  question, 
"  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  11. 
Bamicoat  Campbell  Peter 

Bonar  Dignan  Richmond,  J.  C. 

Brett  Lahmann  Wigley. 

Buckley,  P.  A.  McLean 

Noes,  6. 
Brandon  Johnson,  G.  R.  Waterhouse 

Fraser  Pollen  Wilson. 

Majority  for,  5. 
Clause  retained. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  seven  minutes  past 
ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Ttiesday,  4th  November,  1884, 


Third  Beading— Mangonui-Eaitaia  Telegraph— High- 
land Crofters— Adjntant'f or  Southland  and  Lakes 
— Waimate  District  Court  —  Canterbury  Crown 
Lands— Bangltikei  Foot-bridge— Bangltikei  Biver 
— Grey-Okarlto  Boad  —  Mohaka-Napier  Boad— 
Wairoa  Resident  Magistrate— Clyde  Lock-up  and 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office— Forest-tree-planting 
—Invercargill -Bluff  Railway  Tickets— Creosoting 
Works— Cylinder  Castings— Waitahuna  Petition 
— 'Kawhia  School— Addington  Workshop  Em- 
ployes—Clareville  Platform— Local  Government 
—waimate  Iiand  Salo— Waimate  Mail  Service— 
"Binder"  Twine— Unemployed— Wallsend  Coal 
Mine  —  Consolidated  Stock  Bill— New  Zealand 
Loan  Bill— Armed  Constabulary- Supply. 

Mr.  Speaeeb  took  the  chair  at  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

THIED  READING. 
Property-Tax  Bill. 

MANGONUI-KAITAIA  TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  the  Government  will  au- 
thorize the  extension  of  the  telegraph  from 
Mangonui  (and  leading  towards  Cape  Maria  van 
Diemen  lighthouse)  to  Kaitaia  or  Te  Awanui  ? 

Mr.  STOUT  regretted  that  the  expenditure 
would  be. so  large  and  the  revenue  so  small 
that  the  Government  did  not  see  its  way  to 
grant  the  extension  asked  for. 

highIjAnd  crofters. 

Mr.  HOBBS  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  take  steps  to  set  aside  blocks  of  land, 
not  exceeding  in  all  5,000  acres,  situated  in  the 
Bay  of  Islands,  Hokianga,  and  Mangonui  Dis- 
tricts, for  the  purpose  of  special  settlements 
for  Highland  crofters,  on  similar  terms  and 
conditions  to  those  embodied  in  section  82, 
"Waste  Lands  Act,  1877,"  and  Amendment 
Act,  1884,  and  whether  they  will  take  action  to 
induce  a  number  of  the  said  crofters  to  occupy 
the  said  blocks  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  was  informed  that  the  Bay 
of  Islands  would  not  be  a  suitable  locality  for 
these  people,  as  they  required  a  cold  climate. 
The  •  honourable  gentleman  should  wait  until 
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the  result  of  the  experiment  to  be  tried  in  the 
South  Island  was  ascertained. 

ADJUTANT  FOR  SOUTHLAND  AND 
LiAKSiS 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Defence 
Minister,  Whether,  in  accordance  with  the 
request  of  the  officers  of  the  various  corps  of 
Volunteers  in  that  district,  he  will  appoint  a 
staS  adjutant  for  Southland  and  the  Lakes? 
The  information  on  the  subject  was  before  the 
Defence  Minister,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
that  honourable  gentleman  would  admit  that 
a  good  case  had  been  made  out.  He  hoped, 
tiierefore,  that  the  Defence  Minister  would  be 
able  to  accede  to  this  request. 

Mr.  BALLANOE  ssdd  that,  no  doubt,  as 
compared  with  other  districts,  this  particular 
district  was  entitled  to  the  services  of  a  stafi 
adjutant ;  but,  on  the  ground  of  economy,  he 
did  not  think  it  was  right  to  incur  any  further 
expense  at  present.  As  the  additional  expense 
would  be  considerable,  it  was  proposed  to  wait 
for  some  time  before  doing  anything  in  the 
matter. 

WAIMATE  DISTRICT  COURT. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  Whether,  seeing  that  it  is  not  intended 
to  proceed  further  this  session  with  the  Local 
Courts  Bill,  he  will  at  once  arrange  for  the 
holding  of  monthly  sittings  of  the  District 
Court  at  Waimate  in  bankruptcy  jurisdiction  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  arrangements  would 
be  made  for  holding  monthly  sittings  .of  the 
District  Court  at  Waimate  in  bankruptcy  juris- 
diction. 

CANTERBURY  CROWN  LANDS. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether,  his  attention  having  been 
called  to  the  numerous  complaints  of  delay  in 
the  issue  of  Crown  grants  m.  the  Canterbury 
Land  District,  he  will  take  immediate  steps  for 
the  remedy  of  the  grievance  complained  of  ? 

Mr.  BAL'LANCE  said  that  some  time  ago 
the  attention  of  the  Government  was  called  to 
this  matter,  and  they  found  that  there  were 
considerable  arrears.  Since  that  time  steps 
had  been  taken  to  get  these  arrears  reduced, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  whole  would  be  wiped 
off. 

RANGITIKEI  FOOT-BRIDGE. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  give  directions  to  pro- 
vide accommodation  for  foot-passengers  on  the 
railway  bridge  across  the  Rangitikei  River? 
He  would  merely  point  out  that  the  erection  of 
this  bridge  would  be  a  great  boon  to  a  large 
number  of  settlers  in  the  Rangitikei  District, 
who  at  present  from  this  point  had  to  travel; 
in  order  to  cross  the  river,  four  miles  in  one 
direction  or  seven  miles  in  the  other.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  in  a  previous  Govern- 
ment had  promised  this  accommodation. 

Mr.  E.   RICHARDSON   said,   with  regard 
to  the  last  remark  that  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  gentleman,  he  found,  upon  refer- 
ring to  the  papers  in  the  department,  that  the 
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previous  Minister  for  Public  Works  had  refnsel 
this  foot-bridge.  With  regard  to  the  present 
application,  he  was  afraid  the  Govemment 
could  not  undertake  to  erect  this  foot-bridge; 
but,  if  the  local  authorities  liked  to  do  so,  the- 
Government  would  give  them  every  assistance 
in  their  power.  He  would  point  out  that  ti^ere 
was  at  present  no  approach  to  this  bridge,  and,, 
if  the  track  were  to  be  made  alongside  the  rail- 
way bridge,  the  local  bodies  would  have  to  pro- 
vide the  land,  as  was  done  in  other  similar  cases. 

Mr.  BRUCE  explained  that  he  had  it  on  the 
authority  of  the  honourable  member  for  Foz- 
ton  that  such  a  promise  as  he  had  indicated 
had  been  made  by  the  Minister  for  PubUo 
Works  in  the  late  Government. 

Mr.  WILSON  explained  that  the  pzomise 
Was  of  a  private  nature.  There  was  no  official 
promise  made  that  the  foot-bridge  would  be 
constructed. 

RANGITIKEI  RIVER. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  would  be  prepared  to  assist  the  local  body 
in  attempting,  by  means  of  wire  fencing,  to 
protect  the  banks  of  the  Rangitikei  River,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  large  tiaots. 
of  valuable  land,  ejid  improve  the  navigation 
of  such  river  ?  He  would  point  out  that  this 
matter  was  one  of  considerable  importance.  : 
When  the  Rangitikei  District  was  first  settled 
the  banks  of  the  river  were  protected  from  the 
encroachments  of  the  water  by.  means  of  trees 
and  various  kinds  of  shrubs ;  but  from  various 
causes  these  protections  had  been  removed. 
The  cattle  made  tracks  on  the  low  soft  allurial 
banks  of  the  river,  and  thousands  of  acres  of  , 
the  most  fertile  land  in  New  Zealand  had  been 
swept  away  and  utterly  lost  to  the  colony. 
He  might  say  that  the  experience  of  other 
countries  showed  that  it  was  very  probable 
that  the  more  the  forest  lands  were  cleared 
the  floods  •  would  become  heavier  and  more 
destructive.  He  thought  this  -was  a  matter 
well  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  had  been  approached  upon  this 
question  by  a  large  number  af  settlers  who 
had  become  thoroughly  alarmed  at  the  con- 
tinual encroachments  of  the  river.  The  pilot's- 
house,  which  was  the  property  of  the  Govern-* 
ment,  was  in  such  a  situation  that,  if  step 
were  not  taken  in  the  direction  indicated,  it 
would  require  to  be  moved. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said,  with  reference 
to  the  pilot's  house,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  look  after  it.  The  Government 
were  not  prepared  to  give  any  promise  snch 
as  that  indicated  in  the  question.  He  would 
suggest  that,  if  the  statements  of  the  honourable 
member  were  corregt,  as  he  hsbd  no  doubt  tbey 
were,  a  River  Board,  such  as  existed  in  other 
parts  of  the  colony,  should  be  appointed  to- 
conserve  the  river. 

GREY-OKARITO  ROAD. 
Mr.  BEVAN  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  place  a  sum  of  money  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  for  the  purpose  of  complet- 
ing that  portion  of  the  main  trunk  road  known 
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tt  the  Grey-Okaritp  Road,  between  the  left- 
hand  branch  of  the  Bivers  Waitahe^  and  Wai- 
tBDgi,  in  order  that  settlers  may  be  enabled 
to  obtain  their  supplies  and  bring  their  produce 
to  market  overland,  and  also  with  a  view  of 
opening  up  about  28,000  acres  of  some  of  the 
best  land  in  the  district  ?  He  desired  to  point 
oQt  that  there  was  a  gap  of  twenty-five  or 
thirty  miles  of  this  road  left  unconnected,  and 
if  the  road  were  completed  it  would  be  the 
means  of  opening  up  one  of  the  lari^est  tracts 
of  Bgricnltmral  countiy  in  that  particular  dis- 
ttict.  The  road  was  only  metalled  a  width  of 
4ft.  It  was  merely  a  horse-track,  and  of  no  prac- 
tical use  to  the  settlers.  If  the  main  trunk 
load  were  properly  formed  and  metalled,  it 
wonld  form  a  connecting  link  to  the  south  of 
Westland,  and  would  be  of  incalculable  benefit 
to  the  whole  of  that  district. 

Mr.  £.  BIGHABDSON  said  this  matter  in- 
volved a  very  large  expenditure,  and  the  Go- 
vemment  were  not  prepared  at  present  to 
ondertake  it.  It  would  receive  consideration 
during  the  recess. 

MOHAKA-NAPIER  ROAD. 

Mr.  LOCKE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  have  the  coast  bridle-track — ^the  only 
thoroughfare  between  Mohaka  and  Napier — 
proclaimed  a  main  road  under  the  Roads  and 
Bridges  Construction  Act,  or  an  alternative 
line,  if  a  better  one  can  be  found,  and  have  the 
same  laid  off  as  a  dray-road,  to  form  part  of 
the  main  trunk  lide  of  road  between  Gisbome 
and  Napier  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  applica- 
tions had  been  made  from  time  to  time  for  this 
load  to  be  gazetted  as  a  main  road  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Roads  and  Bridges  Construction 
Act.  The  applications  had  not  been  acceded 
to,  on  the  ground  that  an  inland  road  between 
the  two  places  was  already  on  the  schedule  of 
main  road^.  The  Surveyor-General  considered 
that,  before  proclaiming  the  coast  bridle-track 
amain  road,  a  further  examination  of  it  should 
be  made,  to  see  if  it  was  practicable  within  a 
reasonable  limit  of  expense. 

WAIROA  RESIDENT  MAGISTRATE. 

Mr.  LOCKE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  appoint  a  fixed  Resident  Magistrate 
for  the  Wairoa  District  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  appoint  a  fixed  Magistrate  for  the  District  of 
Wairoa,  as  he  understood  the  present  Magis- 
tiate  could  without  much  inconvenience  carry 
ont  all  the  business  in  that  particular  district. 
It  might  be  necessary  to  appoint  a  competent 
Clerk  and  Interpreter,  and  a'  sum  would  be 
placed  on  the  supplementary  estimates  for  that 
pnrpose. 

CLYDE  LOCK-UP  AND  POST  AND  TELE- 
GRAPH OFFICE. 
Mr.  LOCKE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  place  on  the  supplementary  estimates 
a  sufficient  sum  to  build  a  new  lock-up  at  Clyde, 
Wairoa,  the  present  building  being  rotten  ;  also 
to  enlarge  the  post  and  telegraph  office  in  the 
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above  township,  the  present  one  being  totally 
inadequate  for  the  requirements  of  the  district  ? 
He  was  informed  that  the  lock-up  at  Clyde 
was  in  a  rotten  state,  and  wholly  unsuited  for 
the  safe  custody  of  persons  charged  with  any 
offence.  Such  persons  had  on  mere  than  one 
occasion  escaped  from  the  lock-up,  which  was 
not  at  all  a  difficult  thing  to  do  ;  and  the  con- 
stable in  charge  was  obliged,  through  the  leaky 
state  of  the  building,  to  hire  a  house  to  live 
in.  With  reference  to  the  post  and  telegraph 
office,  he  might  state  that  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  young  men  who  had  been  discharged 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  or  had  on 
their  own  account  left  the  department,  and 
who,  by  standing  outside  the  building  on  the 
verandah  of  any  small  telegraph  office,  could 
understand  by,  the  sound  what  was  going 
on  inside.  They  could  ascertain  the  nature 
of  any  messages  passing  between  Wellington 
and  Auckland,  and  they  understood  perfectly 
what  was  going  on  in  both  places.  He  would 
give  one  instance  of  this.  About  twelve  years 
ago  he  was  travelling  in  the  Taupo  country, 
and  had  occasion  to  stop  for  the  night  at  a 
small  telegraph  office.  A  confidentiaJ  message 
was  being  forwarded  by  the  then  Native  Minis- 
ter, the  late  Sir  Donald  McLean,  to  his  colleague 
in  Auckland,  in  reference  to  the  present  Speaker 
of  the  House.  He  heard  a  comrade  of  the  tele- 
graphist laughing  and  repeating  to  himself  the 
message  that  was  going  through.  Very  shortly 
afterwards  he  (Mr.  Locke)  repeajted  the  message 
to  Sir  Donald  McLean,  who  was  very  much 
surprised  indeed,  and  wondered  where  he  had 
got  the  information.  Some  means  ought  to  be 
taken  to  deaden  the  sound,  so  that  boys  dis- 
charged from  the  office,  or  the  public  outside, 
should  not  be  able  to  know  what  was  going  on 
inside  the  building.  The  building  at  Clyde  was 
one  of  these  small  offices  referred  to. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  the  Govern- 
ment recognized  the  necessity  for  a  new  lock-up, 
and  provision  would  be  made  for  it.  Inquiries 
would  be  made  in  respect  to  the  post  and  tele- 
graph office.  The  defect  referred  to  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  was  a  very  bad  one. 
Some  means  should  be  adopted  to  deaden  the 
sound,  and  there  was  a  vote  on  the  estimates 
which  would  enable  that  to  be  done. 

FOREST-TREE-PLANTING. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  What  course  he  proposes  to  take  with 
regard  to  the  outstanding  claims  under  the 
Forest-tree-planting  Acts  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  there  were  a 
large  number  of  outstanding  claims  with  regard 
to  forest  plantations.  Generally,  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  adhere  as  far  as  possible  to 
the  regulations — to  insist  that  they  should  be 
complied  with;  but  where  there  were  excep- 
tional cases  they  would  receive  special  consi- 
deration at  the  hands  of  the  Government. 

INVERCARGILL-BLUFP  RAILWAY 

TICKETS. 
Mr.  HATCH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Why  the  same  facilities  with  regard  to 
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issue  of  daily  return  tickets  on  the  Invercargill 
to  BluS  line  are  not  given  as  on  the  lines 
between  Dunedin  £uid  Port  Chalmers  and  Christ- 
church  and  Lyttelton  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  reason  was 
that  the  traffic  on  this  line  did  not  compare  in 
any  way  with  that  on  other  port  lines,  and  the 
expense  of  instituting  such  a  system  would  not 
be  recouped  to  the  department. 

CREOSOTING  WORKS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will,  during  the  recess,  take  into 
consideration  the  expediency  of  establishing  or 
subsidizing  creosoting  works  in  suitable  locali- 
tics»  in  order  that  the  timbers  of  the  colony 
may  •  be  used  for  railway  sleepers  ?  He  had 
been  induced  to  put  this  question  on  the  Order 
Paper  owing  to  his  having  learned,  from  a 
paper  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  that 
during  last  year  there  had  been  imported  into 
the  colony  one  or  two  hundred  thousand 
sleepers,  at  a  cost  of  5s.  each,  or,  to  be  abso- 
lutely correct,  4s.  lid. — that  was,  about  double 
the  cost  of  sleepers  obtained  in  this  colony. 
Further,  he  found  it  stated,  in  a  communica- 
tion from  Dunedin,  that  these  sleepers  were 
not  immediately  required.    The  writer  said,-^ 

**  The  immense  qusmtity  of  jstrrah  sleepers 
stacked  up  at  Dunedin  and  Port  Chalmers  is 
quite  surprising,  and  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  the  Assembly.  Most  of  these  sleepers  have 
been  lying  unused  for  many  months,  and  are 
supposed  to  be  intended  for  the  Central  Rail- 
way. I  learn,  further,  that  40,000  jarrah 
sleepers  have  been  let  for  the  Catlin's  River 
line,  although  this  branch  was  especially  in- 
tended to  keep  up  the  supply  of  timber,  the 
district  having  been  recommended  for  totara 
and  matai.  The  exhaustion  of  the  funds  pro- 
vided for  these  railways  may  be  partly  ac- 
counted for  by  these  importations,  which  are 
at  present  dead  stock,  because  the  lines  they 
are  intended  for  are  not  yet  formed.  Had  the 
Atkinson  Government  spent  the  same  amount 
of  money  upon  the  railway  formations  and 
other  labour  within  the  colony  that  has  been 
devoted  to  the  importation  of  jarrah  sleepers,  it 
would  have  been  better  applied,  and  the  de- 
pression might  have  been  less  severely  felt." 

It  had  been  suggested,  with  regard  to  the 
second  part  of  the  question,  that  creosoting 
might  be  carried  on  at  the  several  gasworks  in . 
the  large  towns  of  the  colony,  the  substances 
used  being  produced  at  these  places.  From 
papers  in  his  possession,  to  which  he  would 
not  refer  at  length,  it  appeared  that  the  latest 
processes  discovered  were  far  less  expensive 
than  those  formerly  in  use.  For  instance,  it 
was  now  stated  that  it  was  not  absolutely 
necessary  to  use  carbolic  acid.  He  need  not 
say  that  the  timbers  in  this  colony,  although 
not  very  durable  unless  creosoted,  were  ad- 
mirably suitable  for  the  purpose  of  creosoting ; 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  receive  an  assurance 
from  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that,  at 
any  rate,  no  more  money  would  be  sent  out 
of  the  colony  for  that  which  oould  be  as  well 
produced  in  it. 
Mr,  Hatch 


Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  generally 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Government-  not 
to  call  for  tenders  for  the  supply  of  sleepexs 
from  outside  the  colony.  With  regard  to  tiie 
second  part  of  the  question,  the  Govemment 
hsid  resolved  to  call  for  tenders  again  for  the 
supply  of  creosoted  sleepers,  but  on  somewhat 
difierent  terms  from  those  imposed  before, 
and  he  hoped  by  this  means  to  see  the  indostzy 
established.  The  honourable  gentleman,  how- 
ever, was  hardly  correct  in  saying  that  the 
material  required  for  creosoting  was  produced 
at  gasworks,  because  there  had  first  to  be  a 
process  set  up  for  the  distillation  of  the  article 
required. 

CYLINDER  CASTINGS. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  If  the  cylinder  castings  required  for 
the  Wellington-Napier  contract  are  of  such 
great  urgency,  why  did  not  the  department 
call  for  tenders  at  an  earlier  date,  so  as  to  avoid 
inconvenience  in  the  event  of  an  eligible  tender 
not  being  ofiered  in  the  colony  ?  This  question 
was  the  outcome  of  a  reply  which  he  liad  re- 
ceived to  another  question  that  he  had  put  on 
the  Order  Paper,  when  he  had  learned  that 
modifications  could  not  be  made  in  the  specifi- 
cations for  these  cylinder  castings,  because  of 
the  urgency  of  the  work.  He  had  asked  whether 
the  honourable  gentleman  would  not  reduce 
the  penalty,  but  he  said  he  could  not  do  it, 
owing  to  the  urgency  of  the  work.  Then,  he 
asked,  without  notice,  whether,  in  the  event  of 
it  proving  iinpossible  to  get  the  tender  executed 
in  the  colony  in  the  time  fixed,  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  be  able  to  get  the*  castings 
from  England  in  the  same  time.  The  re^y 
was  that  the  question  was  absurd,  and  that  ne 
(Mr.  Levestam)  knew  it  to  be  ridiculpus.  But 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  it  was  far  more 
ridiculous  to  leave  a  matter  of  such  urgency  to 
w^ithin  eight  weeks  of  the  time  when  the  article 
would  be  actually  required,  when  a  local  manu- 
facturer could  not  be  expected  to  be  able  to  do 
the  work. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the leason 
he  said  the  question  was  an  absurd  one  was, 
that  he  had  already  stated  in  a  former  reply 
that  he  had  directed  the  time  to  be  extended 
from  eight  to  sixteen  weeks,  and  he  saw  no 
reason  to  alter  his  opinion. 

WAITAHUNA  PETITION. 
Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
What  steps,  if  any,  he  will  take  towards  giving 
efiect  to  the  prayer  of  petitioners  at  WftitBr 
huna  West,  reported  on  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Conmiittee  in  August,  1882 ;  also  by  the  Otago 
Alleged  Evasions  of  the  Land  Act  Committee 
in  August,  1883,  recommendLog  Govemment  to 
institute  inquiries  at  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  locality  where  the  petitioners  reside  ?  It 
was  the  intention  of  the  Waste  Lands  Board 
of  Otago  to  hold  this  inquiry,  and  they  re- 
quested the  petitioners — of  whom  there  were 
a  large  number — to  come  down  to  Dunedin 
and  give  evidence ;  but  it  was  very  incon- 
venient for  a  large  number  of  persons  to  go 
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down  and  perhaps  be  kept  waiting  there  a 
week,  and  if  one  or  more  Commissioners  were 
sent  ap  to  the  district  it  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose better,  for  they  could  get  all  the  evidence 
available  in  two  or  three  days. 

Mr.  BALLANGE  said  that  the  matter  re- 
ferred to  in  the  question  was  before  the  Waste 
Lands  Board,  and  he  did  not  despair  of  the 
Board  being  able  to  arrive  at  some  conclusion. 
If,  however,  the  Board  could  not  do  so,  the 
expediency  of  appointing  a  Gominission  would 
be  considered  by  the  Government. 

KAWHIA  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  of  Educa- 
tion, If  the  Government  intend  taking  any 
steps  to  establish  a  school  at  Kawhia  for  the 
edacation  of  Maori  and  European  children? 
It  would  be  within  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  about  a  month  ago  a  number  of 
members,  of  whom  he  was  one,  went  in  the 
"Hinemoa"  to  Kawhia.  They  certainly  had 
the  elements  against  them  for  the  first  fifteen 
or  sixteen  hours,  but,  nevertheless,  the  trip  was 
enjoyable,  and  they  reached  Kawhia  on  a  verv 
fine  Sabbath  morning.  All  were  very  much 
interested  in  what  they  saw,  not  only  in  the 
fine  harbour,  but  in  the  character  of  the  land, 
and  everything  indicated  that  some  day  there 
would  be  a  large  population  located  there.  But 
'what  surprised  them  when  they  goL  there  was 
that  there  was  no  church  and  no  minister,  they 
naturally  being  desirous  of  attending  a  place 
of  worship,  especially  as  they  understood  that 
there  had  been  a  mission  establtshed  there 
years  ago.  They  also  found  that  there  was  no 
school,  and,  as  this  was  sure  to  be  an  important 
place  some  day,  he  thought  it  very  desirable,  in 
the  interests  of  the  futur^,  that  the  children 
should  receive  some  education. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  same  question  had  been  asked  by  the 
member  for  Sydenham  a  .fortnight  ago,  and  a 
reply  given.  Was  it  in  order  for  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  by  asking  the  same  question  again  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER  was  not  prepared  to  rule  the 
honourable  member  out  of  order  in  putting  a 
question  upon  such  an  important  subject. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  that  undoubtedly  it  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  as  in  all  proba- 
bility there  would  be  a  large  population  settled 
in  that  very  interesting  locality,  and  it  was 
only  right  that  the  question  should  be  put  a 
second  time. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  he  was  not  able  to  give  any 
further  information  than  he  had  given  on  the 
2nd  October  in  answering  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Starmxore.  So  far  as  the  European 
children  were  concerned,  their  education  was 
a  matter  for  the  Auckland  Board  to  undertake. 
The  Government  were,  hbwever,  anxious  to 
establish  a  Native  school  there,  and  possibly 
for  some  time  it  might  do  for  children  of  both 
races. 

ADDINGTON  WORKSHOP  EMPLOYES. 
Mr.  HOLMES  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
M  Works,  To  inform  the  House  why  Joseph 


Cowley,  Robert  James  McAlier,  Henry  McAlis- 
ter,  Charles  Mahoney,  Patrick  McDonnell,  and 
others  were  discharged  from  the  Addington 
workshops  on  the  25th  October  last,  while  the  ' 
services  of  men  who  had  been  a  much  shorter 
time  in  the  Grovemment  employment  have  been 
retained  ?  It  would  be  within  the  recollection 
of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that  some 
twenty-seven  mechanics  had  been  discharged 
from  the  Addington  Workshops;  and  some  of 
these  men  had  interviewed  him  (Mr.  Holmes) 
in  Christchurch,  and  had  desired  to  know 
why  they  were  discharged,  seeing  that  they 
were  men  who  had  been  a  considerable  time 
in  the  service,  and  were  thoroughly  efficient, 
their  ages  ranging  from  twenty-nine  years  to 
forty-one  years.  He  had  received  some  infor- 
mation from  the  department  to  the  effect  that 
they  were  discharged  because  the  department 
required  to  discharge  some  hands,  and  these 
were  men  who  had  entered  the  service  lately, 
and  were  not  considered  efficient  hands.  But 
one  of  these  men — Cowley — had  been  in  the 
service  t\^enty-one  years,  and  before  he  entered 
the  service  was  employed  by  the  IVIinister  for 
Public  Works  himself,  when  he  was  construct- 
ing the  Cliristchurch-Lyttelton  Railway.  An- 
other of  the  men — McAlier — had  been  ten  years 
in  the  service,  another  seven  years,  another 
nine  years,  another  three  years,  and  so  on.  To 
him  (Mr.  Holmes)  the  men  appeared  active, 
intelligent,  and  respectable-looking,  and  ap- 
parently were  strong  and  vigorous.  He  held 
in  his  hand  testimonials  from  the  department, 
giving  all  of  the  men  the  highest  character 
for  good  conduct  and  efficiency.  Yet,  in  the 
face  of  that,  they  had  been  discharged,  whilst, 
as  the  men  said,  others  inexperienced,  not  half 
as  active  as  those  discharged,  had  been  retained 
in  the  service.  He  put  this  question  so  as,  if 
possible,  to  induce  the  Minister  to  do  that  which 
he  had  unsuccessfully  endeavoured  to  get  his 
predecessor  to  do — to  appoint  a  local  Board  to 
make  inquiries  into  matters  of  this  kind,  so 
that  the  House  might  be  satisfied  whether  such 
statements  were  true  or  not.  If  they  we(e 
true,  of  course  some  person  who  had  responsi- 
bility in  connection  with  the  department  ought 
to  be  summarily  dismissed :  if  they  were  not 
true,  such  an  inquiry  would  prevent  such  state- 
ments being  recklessly  made  in  the  future. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that,  if  the 
statements  made  by  the  honourable  member 
were  correct — and  he  did  not  mean  to  say  they 
were  not  —  there  could  be  no  question  that 
there  was  a  case  for  inquiry.  He  had,  since 
notice  of  the  question  had  been  given,  sent  a 
direct  message  by  wire,  making  two  inquiries, 
one  being  as  to  whether  the  statement  was 
correct  as  to  the  time  of  service  of  these  men, 
and  another  as  to  whether  their  fitness  for  the 
positions  in  which  they,  were  employed  was 
considered.  He  received  an  answer  that  the 
statement  as  to  the  time  these  men  had  been 
employed  given  by  him  in  reply  to  the  honour- 
able member  for  Staimioro  was  practically 
correct,  and  that  it  was  absolutely  correct  that 
a  proper  and  fair  judgment  had  been  used  in 
the  interests  of  the  jmblic  service  as  to  the 
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fitness  of  the  men  discharged.  The  honour- 
able member,  would  see  that,  if  the  men's 
statements  were  correct,  there  was  certainly  a 
case  for  further  inquiry. 

OLAREVILLE  PLATFORM. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  cause  a  dan- 
gerous excavation  at  the  back  of  Clareville 
Wayside  Platform,  on  the  Masterton  Railway- 
line,  to  be  either  fenced  off  or  filled  in  ?  This 
excavation  was  made  in  constructing  the  line, 
before  the  site  for  the  wayside  station  was 
fixed.  There  was  no  protection  whatever  for 
the  public,  and  in  winter  especially,  there 
being  no  lights,  it  was  really  a  very  dangerous 
place.    The  cost  involved  was  very  smaJl. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  some 
complaint  about  this  spot  was  made  previously 
to  the  department,  and  it  had  been  reported 
upon  as  not  necessitating  any  attention,  be- 
cause it  was  8ft.  or  10ft.  away  from  the  or- 
dinary footpath.  But,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber said  it  was  a  source  of  danger,  and  the 
cost  was  so  trifling,  he  would  have  something 
done. 

LOCAL  GOVERNlilENT. 

Mr.  GARRICK  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  will,  before  the  next  sitting  of  Parliament, 
furnish  members  with  copies  of  any  Bills  pro- 
posed to  be  introduced  providing  for  local  self- 
government,  any  Bills  affecting  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  or 
regulating  or  affecting  the  alienation  of  land  ? 
The  questions  that  such  Bills  would  deal  with 
were  of  such  vital  importance  that  he  thought, 
if  it  could  be  done  without  inconvenience  to 
the  Government,  it  was  very  desirable  that 
honourable  members  should  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  those  measures  before  Parlia- 
ment met. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  it  would  always  be  the 
object  of  the  Government  to  place  as  soon  as 
possible  before  the  country,  and  especially  be- 
foce  members  of  both  Houses,  the  programme 
they  wished  to  see  adopted  in  reference  to  local 
government  and  other  measures.  But  an  im- 
portant subject  like  that  would  take  a  consider- 
able time  to  mature,  and  the  Government  would 
not  give  any  pledges  they  might  not  be  able  to 
fulfil.  Therefore  they  could  not  pledge  them- 
selves that  they  would  furnish  the  Bills  to 
honourable  members  before  Parliament  was 
again  called  together.  However,  if  the  mea- 
sures were  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  ready  to  be 
printed  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  they 
would  endeavour  to  comply  with  the  honour- 
able member's  request. 

WAEVIATE  LAND  SALE. 
Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  will  direct  that  the  sale  of  Section 
35667,  County  of  Waimate,  now  advertised  to 
be  held  at  Christchurch  on  the  7th  January 
next,  shall  be  postponed,  so  that  the  said  land 
may  be  submitted  at  the  sale  of  sections  at 
Redcliffe  and  Waitaki  North,  which  is  to  take 
place  at  Waimate  in  the*  month  of  March  ?  If 
Mr.  E,  "Richardson 


the  land  were  sold  locally,  it  would  in  all 
probability  bring  a  higher  price  than  if  sold  at. 
such  a  distant  place  as  Christchurch. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  instmctioiis 
had  already  been  given  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  to  have  the  land  sold  at  Waimate 
in  Mar^h. 

WAIMATE  MAIL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  What  was  the  amount  of  the  lowest 
tender  received  for  the  bi-weekly  mail  service 
between  Waimate  ajid  Waihao  Forks,  Redcliffe, 
Upper  Ferry,  and  Hakateramea ;  th^  name  of 
the  tenderer ;  why  such  lowest  tender  was  not 
accepted ;  Und  what  eurrangements  are  in  con- 
templation with  reference  to  the  said  mail 
service  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  he  did  not  think 
it  desirable  to  disclose  the  name  of  the  lowest 
tenderer,  or  the  amount  at  which  he  tendered, 
inasmuch  cus  the  department  had  determined 
to  call  for  fresh  tenders.  Apart  from  the  ques- 
tion of  price,  fresh  tenders  had  to  be  called,, 
because  it  was  necessary  to  rearrange  tJie 
service,  owing  to  the  settlers  interested  niot 
continuing  their  contribution  of  one-half,  and' 
from  the  fact  that  it  seemed  useless  to  continue 
to  include  Redcliffe  directly  in  any  service,  as 
the  revenue  of  that  office  only  amounted  to 
about  £3  per  annum.  It  was  propose  to  serve 
Upper  Ferry  and  Hakateramea  from  Eurow, 
and  Waihao  Forks  by  a  short  service  connecting 
with  the  Waimate  Company's  Railway ;  and  it 
was  ^ropose^  to  close  the  office  and  abolish  tdie 
existmg  service  from  Waimate. 

"  BINDER  "  TWINE. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Customs,  Whether  he  has  seen  a 
letter  in  the  Lyttelton  Times,  of  the  Slst 
October,  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Co- 
operative Association  in  Christchurch,  stating 
that  the  invoice  price  of  the  "binder"  twine 
manufactured  by  the  Auckland  Fibre  Com- 
pany, delivered  to  the  Association  to  sell 
again,  is  lO^d.  per  pound  net,  which,  he  states, 
means  lid.  to  Is.  per  pound  to  the  fanner; 
while  the  price  of  the  imported  twine  is  7d. 
per  pound  delivered  to  the  farmer?  He 
wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Premier 
once  more  to  this  important  subject,  with  the 
view  of  inducing  him  to  withdraw  the  circular 
issued  to  the  Customhouse  officers  direcong 
them  to  charge  duty  on  imported  twine.  It 
was  desirable  that  this  should  be  done,  in 
order  that  all  twine  that  came  in  this  season 
might  escape  duty.  If  it  were  levied  after 
the  1st  January  that  would  not  be  the  case, 
so  far  as  a  large  number  of  small  farmers  veie 
concerned. 

Mr.  STOUT  had  not  had  time  to  read  the 
letter  to  which  the  question  referred,  but  he 
was  informed  by  the  Auckland  Fibre  Company 
that  the  statement  in  the  letter,  as  quoted 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  was  inaccurate. 
The  Fibre  Company  had  never  sold  any  twine 
to  the  Association  in  Christchurch ;  and  their 
price  last  year  was  9Jd.  per  pound,  subject  to. 
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10  per  cent,  disooimt,  and  the  price  this  year 
«u  lower.  The  hononiable  member  asked 
the  Goyemment  to  withdraw  a  oiroolar  im- 
poong  a  duty.  That  was  hardly. a  fair  way 
to  put  it.  The  duty  was  imposed  by  statute, 
and  they  were  simply  admimstering  the  law. 
If  this  were  the  only  thing  requiring  revision 
in  the  tanfi,  the  Government  might  have  in- 
troduced a  special  Act  to  deal  with  it ;  but  they 
had  been  obliged  to  refuse  at  least  fifty  appli- 
cations for  revision  of  the  tariff  from  all  quar- 
teia— from  importers  on  the  one  hand,  and 
from  manufacturers  on  the  other.  If  they 
attempted  to  deal  with  the  tariff  in  one  item, 
he  apprehended  the  House  would  not  like 
that,  but  would  like  to  see  the  whole  tariff 
revised.  They  had  not  time  to  do  that.  What 
they  had  done  was  to  stretch  the  law  in  the 
interests  of  farmers  to  such  an  extent  that 
he  hoped  they  would  not  be  blamed  for  taking 
die  course  they  proposed  taking — to  extend 
the  time  until  the  1st  January.  He  had  always 
stated  that,  if  there  were  cargoes  on  the  way, 
Uiey  would  not  impose  duty  on  them,  even 
after  the  1st  January.  That  would  give  farmers 
erery  opportunity  of  getting  their  twine  im- 
ported free  of  duty. 

Mr.  O'GAIiLAGHAN  said  the  injustice  that 
would  be  inflicted  was  this:  Those  who  had 
ordered  twine  before  they  heard  anything  of 
the  duty  being  imposed  would  get  it  duty- 
free, wMle  others  would  have  to  pay  the  duty. 
It  was  very  unfair  that  a  certain  number  of 
famiers  should  have  to  pay  duty,  while  otherd 
did  not. 

Mr.  STOUT  pointed  out  that  the  small  farm- 
ers might  order  their  twine  now. 

UNEMPLOYED. 

Mr.  SHRIMSEI  wished  to  ask  the  Minister 
for  Public  Works  a  question  without  notice. 
Some  time  ago  he  presented  a  petition  on 
behalf  of  the  Oamaru  unemployed,  in  which 
they  set  forth  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
treated.  They  were  supposed  to  be  earning 
4s.  6d.  a  day,  whereas  they  did  nothing  of  the 
kind.  They  were  taken  out  of  town  into  the 
country,  and,  as  they  had  to  keep  tiieir  families 
in  town,  their  wages  were  insufficient  to  keep 
them.  To-day  he  had  received  a  telegram  in 
which  the^  complained  that  the  wages  given 
to  the  Chnstchurch  unemployed  were  5s.  a  day, 
while  the  Oamaru  unemployed  only  received 
38.  6d.  a  day.  He  wished  to  know  if  that  was 
the  case. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  price 
fixed  for  the  work  which  had  been  offered  to 
those  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oamaru 
was  such  that  men  inclined  to  do  a  fair  day's 
wprk  could  earn  at  least  4s.  6d.  a  day.  The 
rate  paid  to  men  employed  at  Christchurch 
was  4s.  6d.  Some  men  who  had  been  sent 
up  country  to  road- work  a  hundred  miles  from 
Chrigtchurch  had  been  allowed  an  extra  6d. 
per  day  on  account  of  the  extra  distance. 

WALLSEND  COAL  MINE. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  wished  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment a  question,  without  notice,  on  a  matter  of 


urgency.  He  had  just  received  a  telegram 
containing  certain  resolutions  passed  unani- 
mously at  a  public  meeting  held  at  Wallsend 
last  night.    Tke  telegram  was  as  follows : — 

."  Greymouth,  4th  November,  1884. 

"  At  a  public  meeting  held  at  Wallsend  the 
following  resolutions  were  carried  unanimously : 
(1.)  *  This  meeting  views  with  regret  and  indig- 
nation the  sale  of  the  Wallsend  Township  to 
the  Westport  Colliery  Company,  the  said  sale 
being  contrary  to  the  conditions  of  lease,  and  a 
very  great  wrong  to  the  residents  of  this  dis- 
trict.' (2.^  *  That  the  Government  be  requested 
to  reconsider  their  decision  in  reference  to 
non-interierence  with  the  sale,  or  that  such 
conditions  be  attached  to  same  as  will  give  to 
the  residents  the  right  to  purchase  the  suriace 
at  a  fair  price.' " 

When  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
of  Mines  to  this  questiour  the  Minister  said 
there  were  conditions  attached  to  the  sale,  and 
that  one  of  them  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
residents  should  have  a  right  to  leases  of  their 
holdings  at  a  rental  of  £2  10s.  per  annum.  He 
(Mr.  Guinness)  had  looked  through  the  docu- 
ments on  the  table,  and  he  failed  to. see  how 
such  conditions  could  have  been  attached  or 
have  binding  force  or  effect.  He  would  ask 
the  Government  whether  they  would  facilitate 
the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole  transaction.  If  a  Com- 
mittee were  appointed,  the  late  Minister  of 
Mines  would  be  able  to  show  fully  the  facts 
and  reasons  that  actuated  him  in  consenting  to 
the  sale. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that,  as  this  was  a 
matter  of  some  importance,  he  would  ask  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  give  notice  of  th6^ 
question. 

CONSOLIDATED  STOCK  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  on 
this  Bill, 

Mr.  MOSS  said,  —  Before  going  into  Com- 
mittee I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  with  refer- 
ence to  some  amendments  of  which  I  have- 
giv^  notice.  I  voted  for  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  but  said  at  the  time  that  there 
was  one  portion  of  it  particularly  objection- 
able ;  and  the  amendments  of  which  I  have 
given  notice  are  to  raise  the  question  whether 
it  is  right  to  make  fictitious  payments  into  the 
Sinking  Fund.  Honourable  members  who  have  - 
not  looked  into  the  Bill  wilt  excuse  me  for 
pointing  out  that  it  involves  a  very  large  ques- 
tion. It  proposes  to  deal,  in  round  numbers, 
with  £20,000,000  of  our  debentures.  Of  that 
£20,000,000,  about  one -half  is  without  sink- 
ing fund  and  the  other  half  has  a  sinking 
fund.  It  is  in  the  latter  half,  I  presume,  that 
the  Treasurer  is  more  immediately  interested. 
The  point  on  which  I  would  lay  stress  is  this : 
that  the  conversion  of  some  £18,000,000  which 
have  been  previously  converted  was  a  very  slow 
affair.  The  Act  authorizing  consolidation  and 
conversion  was  passed  in  1877,  and  it  is  now 
1884,  and  I  do  not  think  there  are  £13,000,000 
converted.  We  are  asked  now  to  convert  an  ad-^ 
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•  ditional  £20,000,000.  It  will  take  a  very  long 
period,  no  doubt,  and  during  that  period  it  is 
proposed  to  pay  £250,000  the  first  year,  and  an 
annually-increasing  sum,  into  the  Sinking  Fund 
in  debentures  instead  of  in  cash.  That  is  a  fic- 
titious payment,  and,  instead  of  reducing  the 
debt,  it  is  increasing  it  yearly,  and  in  anything 
but  an  open,  fair,  and  straightforward  manner. 
Kow,  the  gentlemen  who  are  holding  these 
debentures  are  receiving  a  high  rate  of  in- 
terest, and  if  we  allow  it  to  be  said  {or  one  mo- 
ment that  we  are  not  converting  them  fairly 
there  will  be  very  great  difficulty  in  converting 
them  at  all.  Then,  I  would  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  we  are  concerned  with  a  very 

rtwerf  ul  body  in  dealing  with  these  debentures, 
refer  to  the  Bank  of  England,  without  whose 

■  €bssistance  we  have  it  on  record  that  we  should 
have  had  great  difficulty  in  respect  to  the  last 
five-million  loan.  I  think,  before  passing  such 
a  Bill  as  this,  we  should  have  consulted  the 
Bank  of  Englaad.  Supposing  that  this  Bill  is 
passed,  and  the  bank  should  object  to  the  pro- 

•  ceeding  as  not  fair,  regular,  or  in  accordance 
with  what  is  done  by  other  countries,  We  should 
find'  our  credit  very  much  injured.  Then, 
again,  the  Imperial  Qovemment  have  a  right 
to  be  consulted,  seeing  that  they  have  guaran- 
teed a  million  and  a  half  of  our  debentures,  a 
million  of  which  carries  a  sinking  fund  still.  The 
question  that  I  propose  to  raise  will  be  raised 
on  the  first  amendment  on  the  Order  Paper. 
If  that  is  carried,  it  will  be  necessary  to  pro- 

■  ceed  with  the  others ;  but,  if  it  falls  through, 
the  others  need  not  be  put.  I  ask  the  House 
to  consider  seriously  what  we  are  doing  in 
passing  this  measure.  Let  us  picture  to  our- 
selves the  position  of  this  stock,  handled,  as 
it  will  be,  on  the  one  hand  by  the  "  bulls,"  and 
on  the  other  by  the  "bears."  The  "bulls," 
anxious  to  run  the  price  of  the  st6ck  up,  will 
point  to  the  fact  that  we  are  reducing  the 
property-tax  and  not  imposing  any  fresh  taxa- 
tion. Being  desirous  to  sell  their  debeiitures 
they  will  say,  "  How  flourishing  that  country 
must  be,  seeing  that  it  can  get  on  so  well 
witihout  additional  taxation  1 "  On  the  other 
side,  we  shall  have  those  who  are  anxious  to 
depreciate  our  debentures.  They  will  point — 
and  we  shall  give  them  a  colourable  pretext 
for  doing  so — to  this  fictitious  system  of  pay- 
ment into  the  Sinking  Fund.  They  will  say 
that  we  are  virtually  breaking  our  engagements 
with  the  bondholders  with  whom  we  entered 
into  agreements  years  ago,  and  that  we  are 
80  pushed  that,  not  content  with  making  ficti- 
tious payments  into  the  Sinking  Fund,  we  are 
obliged  to  seize  the  yearly  interest  earned  by 
past  accumulations  of  that  fund  and  replace 
it  with  these  new  debentures.  Some  speak  of 
doing  away  with  a  sinking  fund  as  if  it  were 
a  new  idea :  but  it  is  fifteen  years  since  our 
debentures  were  issued  without  sinking  fund. 
What  I  fear  is  that  it  will  be  looked  upon  as 
a  breach  of  faith  with  the  older  bondholders. 
I  fear  also  that  among  our  own  people  we  shall 
be  creating  a  false  impression  as  to  our  present 
position.  This  false  impression  is  likely  to  draw 
us  into  a  fools'  paradise,  and  to  cause  us  to 

Mr.  Moss 


throw  aside  all  ideas  of  prudence  and  economy 
in  the  administration  of  the  country. 

Sir  J.  VO GEL.  — Without  raising  a  iieah 
debate  upon  the  Bill,  I  may  say  that  I  find 
it  difficult  to  imderstand  the  meaning  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. On  the  other  hand,  I  have  given  notice 
of  amendments  in  the  direction  pointed  oat  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont — ^namely, 
taking  the  power  from  the  Colonial  Treasuiec 
and  giving  it  to  the  Governor  in  Council,  in  all 
respects  in  which  it  wil)  be  convenient  so  to  do. 
I  have  also  given 'notice  of  two  other  clauses, 
which  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  refer  to  now, 
as  they  will  have  to  be  considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Bill  committed. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  5. — AnnucJ  increases  of  Sinking  Fnnd 
to  be  computed. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
♦*  That  this  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Ayes,  88. 
Ballanoe  Lajice  Shrimski 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Lamach  Smith 

Cadmem  Macandrew        Stewart,  W.  D. 

Cowan  Mackenzie,  M.  Stout 

Duncan  McKenzie,  J.     Sutter 

Fraser  Newman  Taiaroa 

Gillies  O'Callaghan      Thompson,  T. 

Grigg  Pearson  Tole 

Guinness  Pyke  Tumbull 

Harper  Reese  Vogel. 

Hatch  Bichardson,  E.         Tellers. 

Holmes  Ross  O^Conor 

Joyce  Shephard  Walker. 

Noes,  6. 
Lake  Tellers, 

Montgomery  Barron 

Thomson,  J.  W.      Moss. 
Trimble* 

Pairs. 
For.  Against. 

Brown  Wilson 

Bevan  Whyte,  J.  B. 

Coster  ,  Beetham 

Fitzherbert  *  Mitchelson 

Gore  Hurst,  W.  J. 

Morris  "    Buckland,  W.  F. 

Samuel    .  Conolly 

•  Steward,  W.  J.        Wakefield. 
Majority  for,  32. 
.  Clause  retained. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  and  read  a     j 
third  time. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL.  ! 

On  the  motion,  That  this  Bill  be  committed,  | 
Mr.  HOLMES  said,— I  wish  to  take  this  op- 
portunity of  saying  a  few  words  in  referencfi  to 
the  first  item  m  the  schedule— £30,000  for  im- 
migration. When  the  Loan  Bill  of  1882  was 
brought  down,  proposing  to  expend  £200,000  on 
immigration,  several  honourable  members,  in- 
cluding myself,  strenuously  opposed  it ;  and  we 
did  our  utmost  subsequently,  in  Conmiittee,  to 
have  it  thrown  out.  We  pointed  out  that  there 
was  then  in  the  country  much  labour  that  was 
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sot  employed,  and  that,  if  we  would  peraist  in 
bofrowing,  or  spending  money  out  of  the  oon- 
aoUdated  revenue,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
in  free  immigrants,  and  tnose  people  subse- 
qnentty  became  destitute  or  were  unable  to 
md  employment,  the  ciy  would  be,  as  it  has 
been,  that,  as  long  as  tne  public  money  was 
expended  to  bring  in  one  class  of  labour  to 
compete  with  the  same  class  of  labour  already 
faeze,  so  long  would  those  people  be  justified  in 
coming  to  the  Government  and  saying,  **  We 
are  unable  to  find  wofk.  You  have  induced  us 
to  come  out  under  false  pretences,  and  it  is 
your  bounden  dutv^,  no^  we  are  here,  to  find 
yrotk  for  us  at  the  current  rate  of  wages." 
What  we  prognosticated  proved  absolutely 
true.  Each  year  since  1882,  especially  in  the 
agnoultural  districts  of  the  colony,  we  have 
had  large  meetings  of  the  unemployed.  We 
have  had  them  using  over  and  over  again  the 
veiy  same  arguments  that  I  have  already  de- 
sei&ed — arguments  which,  I  maintain,  are 
absolutely  logical.  What  is  the  result?  Year 
after  year  considerable  sums  of  public  money 
are  squandered  in  useless  works,  because  it  is 
a  notorious  fact  that  most  of  the  money  now 
spent  in  finding  work  for  these  men  is  spent  on 
works  that  are  absolutely  of  little  or  no  utility 
to  the  country.  On  the  same  grounds,  I  now 
oppose  this  vote.  If  at  the  ]present  time  there 
were  a  demand  for  labour  in  the  country,  I 
should  raise  no  opposition;  but,  seeing  that 
daring  the  last  three  or  four  months  we  have  had 
outcries  all  over  the  country  from  those  called 
the  unemployed,  it  seems  to  me  a  most  illogi- 
cal, outrageously  foolish,  and  absurd  thing  for 
any  persons,  calling  themselves  thoughtful  men 
and  legislators,  to  propose  to  borrow  m(&iey  in 
order  to  bring  more  labour  into  the  country, 
when  c^eady  we  have  confessed,  by  our  own 
action,  that  we  have  more  labour  in  the  coun- 
try thaji  we  can  properly  employ.  Unless  some 
explanation  is  given  by  the  Gk>vemment  that 
will  remove  the  insuperable  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  honestly  and  fairly  voting  this  sum  of 
£30,000, 1  shall  vote  against  that  portion  of  the 
schedule,  and  force  it  to  a  division. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— There  is  one  point  in  this 
Bill  I  shall  take  exception  to  in  Comnuttee. 
That  is  the  way  in  which  the  amounts  are  put 
down  in  the  schedule.  There  is  a  lump  simi  of 
£^00,000  for  railways.  I  do  not  think  we  have 
had  any  full  explanation  as  to  what  railways 
the  Government  intend  to  construct  out  of  that 
amount.  The  Public  Works  Statement  is  sim- 
ply a  statement  read  out  to  the  House  by  the 
Minister  for  the  time  being,  and,  if  that  honour- 
able gentleman  should  resign  his  seat  in  the 
Ministry,  or  take  another  portfolio,  I  do  not 
think  it  could  be  said  that  because  he  made 
that  Statement  another  Minister  stepping  into 
his  shoes  would  be  bound  by  it.  I  should  pre- 
fer to  see  the  railways  scheduled  in  the  Act,  so 
that  we  may  have  some  guarantee  that  the 
amount  to  be  borrowed  will  be  spent  on  the 
particular  lines  for  which  we  are  asking  autho- 
rity to  borrow  money.  Althou<?h  agreeing  with 
the  Bill  in  every  other  respect,  I  shall  try  to 
get  an  amendment  made  in  the  direction  of 


having  it  specifically  stated  in  the  schedule  on 
what  railways  it  is  intended  to  expend  this; 
large  sum  of  £700,000. 

Mr.  GRIGG. — The  honourable  member  for 
Ohristchurch  South  objects  to  the  vote  for 
immigration  on  account  of  the  amount  of 
labour  which  is  already  here ;  but  he  forgets . 
that  we  are  going  to  spend  a  large  amount  of 
money  on  public  works,  and  that  we  shall 
want  labour  to  render  the  spending  of  that. 
money  profitable.  My  only  objection  to  the- 
Public  Works  Statement  was  that  such  a  large 
aniount  of  work  was  to  be  done,  and  that  there 
was  no  provision  for  an  extra  supply  of  labour 
to  do  it.  The  honourable  gentleman  says  it 
is  perfectly  illogical  to  bring  out  additional 
labour ;  but  I  say  it  is  much  more  illogical  to- 
spend  two  or  three  millions  a  year  on  public 
works  without  mskking  any  provision  for  an 
additional  number  of  labourers.  He  draws, 
attention  to  the  number  of  unemployed  in  the 
country ;  but  I  see  that  a  question  was  asked 
the  other  day  as  to  the  number  of  unemployed 
in  Aucklana,  and  the  answer  was  that  there 
were  only  twenty-two ;  and  yet  we  are  going  to  > 
spend  a  million  of  money  on  a  railway  between 
Auckland  and  Wellington.  The  effect  would 
be  that  contractors  would  estimate  accord- 
ingly, and  that  we  should  have  to  accept, 
tenders  at  a  rate  of  20  or  25  per  cent,  higher - 
than  we  should  if  the  Government  made 
prudent  provision  for  the  introduction  of  a 
number  of  labourers.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  it  should  be  such  a  number  as  would  aSect. 
the  present  price  of  labour ;  I  believe  that  the 
price  of  labour  at  present  is  fair :  but  I  think 
additional  labour  will  be  required,  if  we  are- 
going  to  spend  such  large  simis  of  borrowed 
money.  I  may  say  that  I  think  £80,000  is  an 
inadequate  provision,  and  that  when  tenders  - 
come  to  b*e  opened  it  will  be  foimd  by  th& 
Minister  for  Public  Works  that  they  will  be  so 
high  that  some  provision  will  have  to  be  made 
for  immigration. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  think  we  might  refer  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  raised  an  ob- 
jection to  this  amount  being  too  large  to  the 
Public  Works  Statement,  where  he  would  find  ■ 
that  this  £30,000  is  required  to  bring  out  people- 
who  have  been  suffering  great  hardship  under 
the  nomination  system  of  immigration,  through 
not  being  able  to  get  passages  to  the  colony.  I 
certainly  agree  with  the  honourable  member 
for  Ohristchurch  South  that;,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  labour  market  in  the  colony,  we 
should  not  bring  out  any  large  number  of 
labourclrs. 

Mr.  BOSS. — I  think  that  the  provision  here 
made  for  immigration  is  not  too  large,  as  the 
balance  left  after  paying  the  assisted  passages 
of  nominated  immigrants  will  not  be  more  than 
sufficient  to  bring  out  the  female  domestic  ser- 
vants who  are  so  much  required. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  wish  to  state  that  I  shall 
assist  the  honourable  member  for  Ohristchurch 
South  in  his  efforts  to  get  this  amount  struck 
out.  It  is  very  unjust  to  the  labounng-classes 
of  the  colony,  for  it  is  they  who  have  to  pay 
for  these  loans.    I  believe  we  should  do  much. 
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better  if  we  followed  the  example  of  the  United 
States,  which  never  vote  money  to  bring  labour 
into  the  country.  We  should  in  tiiat  way  im- 
prove the  colony  greatly,  because  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  would  come  from  the  Australian 

'Colonies  and  from  Great  Britain,,  who  would 
pay  their  own  passages,  and  we  should  have  a 
race  of  colonists  of  the  highest  order  in  this 
country,  while  we  should  not  be  injuring  the 
people  at  large,  as  we  shall  be  doing  if  we  vote 
this  money. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  I  merely  wish*  to  remark 
that,  of  the  £30,000  in  the  schedule  of  this 
Bill,  £17,000  is  for  liabilities.    I  think  it  has 

.  already  been  explained  to  the  House  that  there 
were  a  great  number  of  persons  nominated  by 
friends  here,  who  in  some  cases  sold  their  pos- 
sessions and  in  others  gave  up  situations  to 
come  out ;  and  they  have  suffered  great  hard- 
ships through  not  being  able  to  do  so.  There 
is  therefore  a. moral,  if  not  a  legal,  obligation 

•  on  the  Government  to  give  these  persons  pas- 
'  sages ;  and  the  Government,  after  considera- 
tion, feel  themselves  bound  to  carry  out  these 

:  nominations,  and  that  will  absorb  £17,000  of 
this  sum.  There,  then,  only  remains  £18,000 ; 
and  that  is  only  a  small  amount,  if  we  con- 
sider the  time  which  must  elapse  between  now 

■  and  when  this  money  becomes  operative,  some 
eighteen  months  hence.  It  will  be  desirable 
to  bring  out  single  females;  and  we  are  to  a 

•  certain  extent  bound  to  carry  out  the  resolu- 
tion which  was  passed  by  this  House,  and  em- 
bodied in  a  Bill  which  is  now  before  the  other 
House,  in  reference  to  the  bringing -out  of 
Highland  crofters.  The  Government  propose 
to  bring  out  some  half-dozen  or  less  representa- 
tive men  of  this  class,  who  will  come  here  and 
see  whether  they  will  be  disposed  to  establish 
settlements  under  the  terms  and  conditions 
prescribed  by  the  clause  inserted  ill  the  Land 
Bill.  Therefore  it  must  not  be  considered 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Ghristchuroh 
South  that  this  £30,000  represents  the  immi- 

.gration  policy  of  the  Government.  I  may, 
however,  point  out  that  this  is  the  first  large 
Loan  Bill  in  which  so  small,  a  sum  has  been 
provided  for  immigration.  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  think  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  we 
^are  not  able,  consistently  with  our  duty  to  the 
colony,  to  put  down  a  larger  sum.  Still,  con- 
sidering the  present  state  of  the  labour  mar- 
ket, I  agree  with  my  honourable  colleague  the 
member  for  Ghnstchurch  South  that  it  is  not 
-expedient  to  bring  out  immigrants  at  the 
coat  of  the  colony.  At  the  same  time,  I  look 
forward  to  a  period  when,  the  colony  having 
arrived  at  a  condition  of  renewed  prosperity, 
we  shall  again  pursue  that  policy  of  immigra- 
tion which,  over  a  course  of  many  years,  in 
most  of  the  provinces  has  assisted  in  bringing 
to  the  colony  a  large  number  of  vaJuable  set- 
tlers, who  have  established  comfortable  hopies 
for  themselves  and  their  families,  and  who  have 
become  exceedingly  prosperous  colonists.  At 
the  present  time  we  are  nob  proposing  a  policy 
.of  immigration ;  but  I  look  upon  it  that,  if  the 
,  immigration  is  considered  fairly,  it  is  almost 
'a  barometer  of  the  condition  of  the  colony: 
Sir  G.  Grey 


that  is  to  say  that,  at  such  times  as  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  bring  out  immigrants,  we  may  con- 
sider that  the  colony  is  in  the  full  tide  of  pro- 
sperity ;  while,  if  it  is  not  expedient  to  biing 
them,  we  may  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
colony  is  not  as  prosperous  as  it  ought  to  be. 
The  explanation  of  this  social  barometer  u 
very  cleto.  It  must  be  apparent  to  honour- 
able members  that  we  have  prepfired  the 
colony  to  be  the  home  of  a  very  much  lazger 
population  than  at  present  irdiabit  it,  and 
when  we  have  the  aid  of  a  largely-increased 
population  we  shall  be  in  that  condition  of 
prosperity  which  ought  to  be  normal  in  a  noble 
colony  like  this.  But  there  are  other  questions 
to  be  considered ;  and  it  is  expedient  to  go 
narrowly  into  the  question  of  immigration  at 
present,  for  we  cannot  tell  the  operation  of 
these  direct  steamers.  They  may  in  the  futuie, 
even  if  the  colony  is  in  want  of  labour  and 
settlers,  release  us  of  a  great  deal  of  responsi- 
bility by  bringing  out  immigrants  who  will  pay 
their  own  passages,  and  it  may  also  be  the  case 
that  the  largely-increased  communication  be- 
tween Australia  and  New  Zealand  will  bring 
us  population,  without  our  having  to  go  to  the 
expense  of  bringing  out  immigrants.  There- 
fore my  remarks  must  be  taken  as  purely 
theoretical,  and  not  as  indicating  any  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Gk)vemment  to  come 
down  with  any  specific  proposals  in  relation  to 
immigration.  For  the  rest,  I  may  say  that  the 
amount  here  put  down  is  the  smeillest  that  has 
ever  appeared  in  any  similar  Loan  Bill,  and 
the  £13,000  which  will  be  left  may  be  used  in 
bringing  out  a  class  of  immigrants  to  whom  I 
am  sure  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
churdh  South  is  too  gallant  to  take  any  excep- 
tion— that  is,  single  women. 

Mr.  HOLMES. — I  am  already  a  married 
man,  and  bigamy  is  not  allowed. 

Bill  committed. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Schedule. 

IMr.  HOLMES  moved  the  omission  of  the 
item,  '*  Immigration,  £30,000.*' 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  t^e  item  be  retained.*' 
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Noes,  12. 
All^hight  Montgomery      Tumball. 

Barron  Moss  Tellers. 

OuLimess  '  Newman  Holmes 

Levestam  Shrimski  White,  W. 

Menteath 

Majority  for,  39. 

Amendment  negati'ved. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments. 

On  the  question.  That  the  amendments  be 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said,— Since  the  House 
went  into  Committee  on  this  Bill,  I  have  taken 
the  opportunity  to  refresh  my  memory  on  the 
amount  put  down  for  immigration,  and  I  think 
I  shall  be  pardoned  for  just  stating  what  the 
real  position  of  the  case  is,  as  I  understand  it. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  there  has  been  an  im- 
pression abroad  that,  with  regard  to  nominated 
immigration,  proper  care  has  not  been  taken  to 
advise  the  immigrants — those  nominating  their , 
fribnds,  and  those  who  were  nominated  at 
Home — ^as  to  not  breaking  up  their  homes  un- 
til such  time  as  Parliaonent  had  an  opportunity 
of  considering  the  vote.  Well,  Sir,  as  I  have 
s&id,  instructions  were  given  to  the  various  Im- 
migration Officers.  In  January  last  the  Im- 
migration Officers  were  instructed  in  these 
terms  —  page  7,  D.-2,  Appendix  of  last  ses- 
sion : — 

"Inform  nominators  that  Government  can- 
not pledge  itself  as  to  the  time  when  passages 
will  be  provided,  and  they  should  warn  their 
friends  whom  they  nominate  not  to  take  any 
action  to  break  up  their  homes  until  definitely 
Advised  to  do  so  by  the  Agent-GeneraJ." 

Subsequently,  in  the  month  of  March,  in- 
structions were  given  to  the  Agent-GenercJ  to 
■stop  all  inmiigration,  except  for  nominated 
■single  women.  I  may  say  that  between  the 
months  of  January,  1882,  and  December,  1883, 
there  were  not  more  than  about  196  nominated 
men,  and  the  majority  of  the  immigrants  during 
the  last  two  years  have  been  single  women. 
Therefore  any  excess  that  is  found  to  exist  has 
not  been  a  consequence  of  over-imihigration ; 
and  the  importation  of  single  women  has  not 
interfered  with  the  labour  market.  I  was  glad 
to  hear  the  Coloilial  Treasurer  admit  that  any 
difficulties  that  had  arisen  were  those  naturally 
incident  to  the  inability  of  people  at  Home  to 
understand  the  instructions  that  were  given  to 
them  not  to  break  up  their  homes,  and  that 
they  were  led  on  by  hope  and  excitement  to 
take  action  they  were  not  justified  in  taking, 
after  the  instructions  that  had  been  given  and 
the  notice  that  was  put  upon  every  application 
by  the  direction  of  the  department  here.  The 
instructions  were, — 

"For  the  future,  nominations  caoi  only  be 
received  with  condition,  to  be  noted  in  each 
application,  that  it  will  not  be  acted  on  during 
the  winter  months,  and  not  even  afterwards 
unless  Parliament  approves  of  further  immixia- 
tion." 

It  is  clear,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  s<;^te  of 
the  accounts,  that  it  was  impossible  that  the 
Govenmient  should  go  on,  without  the  consent 


of  Parliament,  receiving  applications  which 
would  sooner  or  later  end  in  a  larger  appro- 
priation being  necessary;  and  therefore  very 
distinct  instructions  had  to  be  given — which, 
at  any  rate,  made  the  blame,  if  any,  fall  upon 
the  people  themselves  if  they  went  in  excess  of 
what  they  were  given  to  expect.  With  regard 
to  the  sum  whic'h  is  upon  the  schedule  to  this 
loan,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  in  excess  of  what 
the  Treasurer  stated  was  necessary  for  liabili- 
ties. By  referring  to  Table  7  of  the  Financial 
Statement,  which  was  made  by  the  late  Colo- 
nial Treasurer,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  was 
£35,000  balance  available  in  March  —  at  the 
end  of  March,  1884 — and  that  there  were  lia- 
bilities then  to  the  extent  of  £51,000,  making 
a  total  of  £87,000.  If  you  add  £30,000,  the  sum 
now  on  this  schedule,  you  will  get  £117,000. 
Take  £51,000  of  liabilities  from  that,  and  the 
£11,000  which  appears  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement  as  the  liabilities  at  the  end  of 
August,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  some  £55,000 
remains,  which,  if  this  Bill  passes,  will  now 
be  available  for  the  purposes  of  immigration, 
if  the  House  votes  it.  I  was  glad  to  see  that 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  acquitted  the  Agent- 
General's  Departinent  and  the  department  here 
of  blame  in  the  matter,  inasmuch  as  the  dif- 
ficulty has  arisen  partly  from  the  late  sitting 
of  Parliament,  and  the  fact  that  a  number  of 
people  had  maide  applications  which  could  not 
be  entertained  until  Parliameht  had  deter- 
mined whether  it  would  give  further  means 
to  carry  on  nominated  immigration.  Speaking 
generally  on  this  question  of  ixprnigratign,  I 
should  not  like  it  to  be  thought  that  I  enter- 
tain the  view  that  the  sum  proposed  is  at  all 
adequate  to  the  amount  of  borrowed  money 
that  is  going  to  be  spent  in  accordance  with 
the  appropriations,  .direct  and  indirect,  that 
are  proposed  for  borrowed  money  by  this  House. 
For  a  number  of  years  I  have  always  consist- 
ently held  the  view  that  immigration  is  the  life- 
blood  of  the  country,  and  that  to  borrow  money 
in  large  sums  and  spend  it  without  at  the 
same  time  maintaining  a  proper  adjustment 
of  land  and  labour  with  the  introduction  of 
money  is  a  fatal  mistake  in  a  new  country.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  policy  of  borrowing  such 
as  that  we  have  largely  entered  upon  this  ses- 
sion, directly  and  indirectly,  is  one  which  must 
interfere  very  considerably  with  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country.  .  Now,  if  there  is  one  thing 
thac  we  want  more  than  another  at  the  present 
time  it  is  the  increase  of  our  exports  and  the 
increase  of  our  producing  powers.  The  large 
sums  of  money  spent  on  harbour  works,  rail- 
ways, and  other  great  undertakings  that  do 
not  immediately  increase  production  will  not 
have  the  effect,  as  I  believe,  of  increasing 
the  prosperity  of  the  country.  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word  also  with  regard  to  immigration. 
The  returns  which  have  been  laid  on  the  table 
show  very  distinctly,  so  far  as  the  unemployed 
are  concerned,  that  a  very  large  number  of  un- 
employed at  the  present  time  are  men  who  came 
here  some  years  ago — men  who  did  not  come 
under  the  nomination  system,  and  who,  rather 
unfortunately,  have  turned  out  but  little  suited 
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to  the  main  industries  of  the  country.  That  is 
really  the  history  of  a  large  number  of  the  un- 
employed at  the  present  time.  The  returns 
showed  that  particularly  in  the  Province  of 
Canterbury.  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  a  dis- 
cussion upon  this  Bill.  I  need  not  say  that 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  borrowing  proposals 
generally  of  the  colony.  I  take,  for  instance, 
the  appropriation  here  of  borrowed  money  for 
the  erection  of  wooden  buildings.  I  think  that 
is  a  very  great  mistake.  It  is  a  very  great 
mistake  to  remit  £150,000  of  property-tax  and 
at  the  same  time  to  borrow  money  for  putting 
up  wooden  buildings.  That  might  properly  be 
done  out  of  taxation.  Sooner  or  later  we  shall 
have  to  come  to  that.  That  would  bring  us 
face  to  face  with  what  is  really  wanted.  We 
should  not  be  so  extravagant  if  we  had  to  pro- 
vide the  money  out  of  taxation.  I  have  made 
these  remarks  in  regard  to  the  inunigration 
question  because  expressions  had  been  used 
which  might  have  been  taken  to  imply,  if  not 
for  the  words  uttered  by  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, that  there  had  been  a  certain  amount  of 
harshness — "  cruelty,"  I  think,  was  the  word 
used  —  on  the  part  of  the  department  in  re- 
gard to  immigration.  I  '^as  glad  to  hear  the 
Treasurer  admit  that  such  was  not  the  case. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  have  voted  against  this  por- 
tion of  the  Bill,  and  have  taken  every  oppor- 
tunity since  I  have  been  in  this  House  to  speak 
against  the  system  of  immigration  that  has 
been  pursued.  We  stand  alone  among  'the 
Australasian  Colonies  in  borrowing  large  sums 
of  money  to  bring  immigrants  to  our  shores. 
Beference  has  been  made  to  Victoria,  and  I 
know,  at  all  events  so  fdr  as  that  colony  is 
concerned,  that  they  have  not  borrowed  one 
farthing  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  immi- 
grants since  it  has  been  a  colony ;  and,  more- 
over, that  they  have  not  spent  as  much  alto- 
gether since  the  foundation  of  the  colony  in 
introducing  immigrants  as  we  have  spent  out 
of  loans  since  1870,  to  say  nothing  of  what 
was  spent  by  the  Provincial  Governments  be- 
fore. That  is,  to  my  iliind,  a  remarkable  fact. 
I  cannot  see  the  great  advantage  in  immigra- 
tion, as  we  have  been  conducting  it,  which  is 
claimed  for  it  by  some  of  its  advocates.  I 
think  that  it  simply  overcharges  one  rank  of 
the  population,  and  tends  to  overcrowd  the 
labour  market.  I  have  not  been  able  to  see 
how  you  can  go  on  introducing  immigrants, 
and  spending  large  sums  of  .money  in  doing 
so,  without  overcrowding  the  labour  market  of 
the  colony.  In  the  early  days  of  the  colony 
that  might  have  been  avoidable,  because  then 
lands  were  easily  obtained,  and  labourers, 
having  saved  a  certain  amount  of  money, 
could  always  relieve  the  labour  market  by 
purchasing  land  and  settling  upon  it.  But 
that  is  no  longer  the  case.  It  is  no  longer 
possible  for  men  so  easily  to  relieve  the  labour 
market  by  becoming  settlers  themselves ;  and, 
holding  that  opinion,  I  have  always  persistently 
and  strongly  opposed  the  view  that  has  been 
assented  to  in  Parliament  in  passing  votes  for 
immigration ;  and  I  oppose  it  now.  ' 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT.— I  simply  wish  to 
Mr.  BoUeston 


say  that  I  think  one  object  should  be  kept  ia 
view,  and  that  is,  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  the 
constant  changes  which  occur  in  the  system 
of  bringing  people  out.  I  remember  one  case 
which  may  be  regarded  as  an  instance.  A  man 
came  out  to  the  colony  under  the  nomination 
system.  As  soon  as  he  came  out  and  got  em- 
.ployment,  he  wanted  to  send  Home  for  his. 
family  under  the  nomination  system ;  but 
when  he  applied  he  found  that  the  system  had 
been  changed.  He  could  not  afford  to  get  out 
his  family  in  the  ordinary  way,  he  could  not 
go  Home  himself,  and  therefore  he  was  out  hen 
in  a  species  of  imprisonment.  I  brought  the 
matter  under  the  attention  of  the  Minister 
for  Immigration — the  honourable  member  for 
Geraldine — at  the  time ;  but  no  redress  could  be 
obtained.  It  is  all  very  well  to  send  instmo- 
tions  Home  to  the  Agent-General ;  but  the  point' 
is  this :  that  a  system  has  been  advertised  in. 
the  papers ;  people  get  the  papers  and  read, 
the  advertisements,  and  have  no  knowledge 
that  changes  take  place  from  time  to  time. 
Probably  iu,  a  fortmght  or  three  weeks  some 
entirely  different  instructions  are  sent  'Home,. 
and  these  instructions  are  not  seen  by  the 
people  who  have  read  of  a  particular  system 
being  in  operation,  and  the  result  is  that  they 
are  deceived.  I  venture  to  say  that  this  fre- 
quent change  of  system  has  produced  an  enor-^ 
mous  amount  of  injustice,  and  has  tended 
perhaps  more  than  anything  else  to  drive  im- 
migrants to  Canada  and  the  United  States.  I 
venture  to  hope  that  the  Immigration  Depart- 
ment will  lay  down  some  sort  of  policy,  wnich 
will  be  adhered  to  for  some  length  of  tune. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— The  honourable  member- 
for  Geraldine  says  that  some  portion  of  tiie  | 
loan  ought  to  be  expended  in  promoting  immi- 
gration, and  that  the  colony  can&ot  progress- 
unless  we  get  more  population ;  but  my  opinion 
is  that,  if  we  expend  our  money  on  proper 
and  profitable  works,  we  shall  fiind  plenty  of 
people  anxious  to  come  to  the  colony  with- 
out our'  paying  their  passages.  We  saw  an 
illustration  of  that  in  the  large  number  of 
persons  who  left  our  shores  to  go  to  New 
South  Wales  when  work  was  plentiful  there. 
The  Government  of  that  colony  did  not  pay 
a  single  penny  for  their  passages.  They  went 
there  for  the  purpose  of  getting  work ;  and  so, 
we  may  depend,  it  will  be  here.  If  we  enable 
men  to  get  work  we  shall  soon  gain  population. 
And  another  thing  is  that  we  shall  get  a  better 
class  of  men.  We  have  had'  immigrants  coming 
into  this  country  who,  as  the  honourable  mem- 
ber himself  said,  have  become  a*  burden  to 
us,  and  therefore  we  should  avoid  bringing  any 
more  of  this  class  in.  Provide  work  for  men 
and  you  will  get  the  right  sort,  who  will  be  a 
benefit  and  a  boon  to  the  country.  Therefore  I 
think  the  action  taken  by  the  Government  is- 
proper  and  right. 

Mr.  feTOUT.— I  think  it  is  inadvisable  that 
we  should  have  a  discussion  on  immigration  on 
this  Loan  Bill.  When  the  immigration  esti- 
mates are  before  the  House  will  be  the  proper 
time  for  considering  whether  any  money  shall 
be  voted  for  immigration  or  not.    It  has  been 


Digitized  by.VjOOQlC 


1884.] 


New  Zealand 


[HOUSE.] 


Loan  Bill, 


369 


pointed  out  in  Committee  that  the  greater  part 
of  this  money  is  being  borrowed  to  meet  what 
may  be  termed  past  obligations.  It  is  not 
asked  for  in  order  to  carry  on  any  great  system 
of  immigration.  There  has  never  before  been 
a  Loan  Bill  passed  in  this  House  in  whioh  such 
a  small  proportion  has  been  allocated  to  immi- 
gzation.  Of  the  Three-Million  Loon  there  was 
1300,000  set  aside  for  the  purpose  so  that,  if 
we  had  asked  for  a  like  proportion  we  should 
have  asked  for  £100,000 ;  but  we  have  only 
asked  for  £dO,*000,  and  pajt  of  this  is  for  en- 
gagements alr<?ady  entered  into*  I  think  the 
HoQse  will  see  that,  practically,  we  say  that 
not  only  shall  free  immigration  cease,  but  also 
nominated  immigration.  I  do  not  wish  to  refer 
to  what  has  been  said,  by  former  speakers,  but 
the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  has  said 
th^  no  hardship  has  occurred ;  but  I  would 
point  out  that  hardship  may  occur  without  its 
being  laid  at  the  door  of  a  department.  There 
is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  considerable  hard- 
ship has  been  experienced  owing  to  changes 
■  in  the  system.  I  do  not  wish  to  refer  to  cases, 
but  many  have  come  under  my  notice.  I 
know  of  men  who  have  come  out  with  the  in- 
tention of  getting  their  families  out,  and  then, 
when  they  endeavoured  to  carry  out  their  in- 
tentions, they  have  been  told  that  the  system 
has  ceased.  They  have  not  known  what  to  do, 
for  they  could  neither  go  Home  nor  get  their 
iamihes  out.  Thfere  have  been  many  cases  of 
such  hardship,  thoiigh*  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  blame  is  to  be  laid  at  the  door  of  any 
particular  department.  The  fact  was  that  the 
money  proved  to  be  insufficient ;  the  labour 
market  was  overstocked,  and  therefore  they 
did  not  wish  to  spend  money  or  to  .import  more 
labour.  The  honourable  member  for  Parnell 
rightly  pointed  out  that  in  Victoria  there  has 
been  no  immigration  out  of  loan.  They  have 
met  the  expenditure  out  of  ordinary  revenue. 

Mr.  HOLMES.— It  comes  out  of  Land  Fund. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Yes  :  that  was  the  system  here 
tmder  the  provinces.  But  I  do  not  know  that 
it  matters  much  where  the  expenditure  comes 
from.  The  real  question  is,  whether  the  expen- 
diture is  advisable.  Whether  it  comes  out  of 
loan  or  out  of  Land  Fund  does  not  matter  much 
—it  still  comes  from  the  public  purse.  In  the 
present  state  of  the  labour  market  the  Govem- 
m<mt  believe  that  it  is  inadvisable  to  continue 
assisted  immigration.  I'  think  it  was  a  great 
mistake,  though  I  do  not  lay  the  blame  at  the 
door  of  any  particular  Government,  to  have 
brought  tradesmen  out  from  Home  to  enter 
into  competition  with  the  tradesmen  of  the 
colony.  We  have  sufficient*  tradesmen  already, 
and  the  importation  of  more  has  been  an  in- 
jury to  the  tradesmen  of  the  colony  and  to  the 
colony  itself. 

Mr.  HOLME  S^ — A  question  has  been  raised 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Sydenham  as  to 
fne  amount  which  is  now  available  for  immi- 
gration purposes.  It  was  said  by  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  that  there  was  only  a  sum  of  some 
£18,000  available  for  immigration  purposes  in 
lature.  But,  on  referring  to  the  Public  Works 
Statement  that  has  been  put  before  the  House 
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by  the  Government,  I  find  a  table  which  gives 
some  information  upon  this  subject.  I  find 
that  on  the  31st  March  the  liabilities  were 
£51,000 ;  the  liabilities  incurred  by  August  were 
£11,280,  making  the  total  liabilities  £62,280. 
There  is  proposed  to  be  voted  £100,000;  so 
that  I  find  there  is  £87,000  available  for  use  by 
the  Government  since  the  30th  August ;  and  the 
Government  has  not  shown,  neither  has  the 
Treasurer,  nor  the  Minister  of  Lands,  nor  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  that  that  £37,000 
is  pledged  by  any  obligations  incurred  in  the 

Ct  to  be  performed  since  the  81st  August 
3.  It  appears  that,  instead  of  having  a  sum 
of  only  £13,000  for  future  use,  the  Govem- 
menjb  propose  to  borrow  something  like  £30,000 
for  future  use,  and  there  is  now  unexpended 
a  sum  of  £37,000,  also  for  future  uso.  If 
the  table  shows  us  what  is  really  the  fact, 
then  I  think  we  have  not  been  treated  with 
that  candour  by  the  Government  with  which 
we  should  have  been  treated.  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  Premier  say  that  it  did  not  matter 
where  the  money  came  from,  so  long  as  we 
had  itjto  spend.  Surely  it  matters  something 
whether,  a  man  is  living  out  of  his  own  income 
or  borrowing  money  upon  his  assets  in  order  to 
live  upon  this.  Surely  that  mattei*s,  and  surely 
it  matters  whether  we  are  able,  out  of  our 
revenue  saved  each  year,  to  spend  a  certain 
sum  of  money  for  the  purposes  of  immigration, 
or  whether  we  have  to  borrow. on  our  assets  in 
order  to  introduce  immigrants.  I  say  that  to 
borrow  for  that  purpose  is  a  most  pernicious 
system.  If  the  labour  weriB  absolutely  required 
I  would  go  with  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  who 
seems  to  take  the  only  reasonable  view,  that, 
if  labour  is  required,  it  should  -be  introduced, 
but  should  first  be  selected  by  properly -ap- 
pointed agents,  who  would  know  their  business, 
and  send  out  the  right  sort  of  labour.  This 
nomination  system  is  a  *'  fad  "  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine,  and,  like  all  his  '*  fads  ** 
and  views,  is  thoroughly  wrong,  crude,  and 
foolish  in  the  extreme.  If  he  knew  anything^ 
about  the  effect  of  it  he  would  know  that  year 
after  year  he  has  been  spending  public  money 
to  bring  out  men  who  cannot  find  employment* 
Painters,  glaziers,  tailors,  ajid  shoemakers  have 
been  brought  out,  when  there  wore  plenty  of 
these  men  in  the  colony.  Already  we  have 
more  painters,  glaziers,  and  shoemakers  than 
we  know  what  to  do  with. 

An  Hon.  Member. — And  lawyers. 

Mr.  HOLMES.— And  lawyers.  More  of  them 
are  produced  or  grown  in  the  colony  than  the 
colony  can  erdploy.  And  what  is  the  result  7 
That  these  persons  becomo  loafers  upon  the> 
State  and  the  cettlers  who,  out  of  humanity 
sometimes  give  them  work.  During  the  last 
twelve  months  I  have  known  some  of  these 
persons,  who  were  brought  out  under  this  nomi^ 
nation  system  so  highly  favoured  by  the  honour- 
ably member  for  Geraldine,  who  had  to  bo  sup- 
plied with  funds  by  their  friends  here  in  order 
to  go  back  to  their  friends  in  Great  Britain,  as 
they  were  utterly  useless.  That  is  only  one  in- 
stance of  the  inco^ipetent  administration  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine.    I  was 
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not  here  at  the  beginning  to  hear  him  glorify 
himself,  and  I  regret  it ;  but  I  was  here  at  the 
end,  and  heard  his  usual  jeremiad  about  the 
iniquity  of  this  Government  in  proposing  to 
borrow  money  for  the  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ings. Yet  the  honourable  member  must  re- 
collect that  in  1882  Opposition  members  de- 
nounced him  and  his  Government  for  proposing 
to  borrow  £300,000  to  be  spent  on  public  build- 
ings. I  refer  honourable  members  to  **  The 
New  Zealand  Loan  Act,  1882."  brought  down 
by  that  honourable  member's  Government,  and 
they  will  see  that  by  it  no  less  than  £300,000 
"Was  to  be  spent  on  public  buildings.  And  I 
should  like  to  know  what  public  buildings  they 
put  up  except  wooden  buildings,  such  as  the 
large  post  office  down  by  the  wharf  in  this  town. 

An  Hon.  >Iembkb. — That  is  made  of  brick 
and  stone. 

Mr.  HOLLIES.— Well,  it  matters  very  little 
whether  it  is  brick  or  stone  or  wood,  because 
the  money  had  to  be  borrowed  to  put  up  public 
buildings.  Money  was  borrowed  to  put  up  pub- 
lic buildings,  and  the  honourable  member  was 
a  party  to  that  in  1882 ;  yet  he  condemns  the 
game  thing  in  1884.  Such  is  the  inconsistency 
and  want  of  political  principle  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine.  I  very  much  regret  that 
the  Government  should  have  put  any  vote  at 
all  in  the  Bill  for  immigration.  In  the  present 
«ta";e  of  the  labour  market  I  think  it  is  an  un- 
wise and  improper  thing  to  do,  and,  if  a  divi- 
sion is  called  for,  I  shall  vote  against  the  third 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  I\rONTGO:^rERY.-^efore  the  honour- 
Able  gentleman  replies,  I  wish  he  would  explain 
further  with  regard  to  these  figiu*es.  I  under- 
stood that  on  the  31st  March  last  there  was  an 
unexpended  balance  of  £'87,000  for  immigration 
out  of  the  Three-Million  Loan.  Since  then 
liabilities  have  been  incurred  to  the  amount  of 
de62,000,  leaving  a  balance  of  £25,000  for  immi- 
gration out  of  the  Three-Million  Loan.  To- 
night we  are  voting  £30,{XX),  which  means  that 
we  are  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment £o5,0(J0  for  fresh  immigration.  When  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  replies,  perhaps  he  will  ex- 
plain the  matter  diflerently  ;  but  that  was  not 
the  opinion  the  Committee  formed  on  the 
honourable  gentleman's  explanation,  because 
he  said  that  there  was  only  £13,(J(J0  needed. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.  — The  figures  the 
honourable  member  has  quoted  are  perfectly 
■correct ;  but  he  omitted  to  state  that  in  the 
immigration  estimates  this  year  of  £100.000 
there  is  provision  made  for  all  the  nominations 
which  are  known  to  exist.  If  the  money  is  not 
expended,  so  much  the  better ;  but  it  has  been 
deemed  by  the  Government  necessary  to  pro- 
Tide  this  amount.  They  have  provided  it, 
and,  if  all  the  nominations  known  to  exist  are 
exercised,  then  there  will  be  remaining,  as 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  stated,  this  small 
balance  of  the  loan  to  be  voted  next  vear. 

]Major  ATKINSON.— What  is  the  amount  of 
nominations,  rou^lilv  estimated  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Theyaro  estimated 
to  come  within  a  few   pounds  of   the  sum  of 
iilOO.OoO  on  the* estimates  for  this  year. 
Mr,  Holmes 


An  Hon.  ^Iember.— With  the  £87,000? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.  — Yes.  Supposing 
they  are  all  exercised,  it  will  leave  a  small 
balance,  and  whatever  is  not  expended  out  of 
that  will  have  to  be  re  voted  by  the  House  next 
session,  if  it  thinks  fit. 

Mr.  HOLMES.— Yon  have  not  referred  to 
the  tables. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— It  is  just  the 
balance  between  what  was  on  those  tables  and 
£100,000. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE.— Do  I  understand  that  the 
Government  wish  to  expend  £37,000  in  bringing 
in  more  immigrants  from  the  present  time  np 
to  the  31st  March  next  ?  If  so,  I  think  they 
will  take  a  very  injudicious  step,  considering 
that  they  have  at  the  present  time  hundreds  of 
men  working  as  unemployed  in  different  parte 
of  the  colony.  When  the  honourable  member 
for  Akaroa  rose  I  was  about  to  lay  the  same 
figures  before  the  House.  I  understood  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  to  state,  in  replying  on 
the  conmiittal  of  the  Bill,  that  £17,000  of  this 
£30,000  was  already  pledged.  On  the  1st  Sep- 
tember last  they  had  a  clear  balance  in  hand 
out  of  the  last  loan,  after  paving  all  liabilities 
up  to  that  date,  of  £24,720  still  available.  To 
that  we  have  to  add  £30,000  now  asked  for, 
which  makes  £54,720  which  the  Government 
have  to  expend  ;  but,  from  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Treasurer,  I  understood  him  to  wish 
the  House  to  believe  that  they  had  onlv  a  sum 
of  £13,000  available  out  of  the  £30,000  asked 
for  in  this  Rill  after  paying  liabilities.  But  not 
only  have  they  £13,000,  but  they  have  an  ad- 
ditional sum,  making  up  £54,720  to  spend  on 
immigration  ;  and  now,  from  the  remarks  made 
by  the  ^linister  for  Public  Works,  I  undei^ 
stand  certain  persons  have  been  nominated  at 
Home  who  were  not  brought  out  this  year,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  ask  for  an  additional  vote  of 
£30,000  for  appropriation  this  year.  Or,  rather, 
they  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  £100,000,  and 
of  that  we  have  present  liabilities  amounting 
to  £02,280.  To  meet  the  £37,720  now  avail- 
able of  the  £100,000,  there  is  £24,720  of  the 
loan  of  1882  unexpended,  and  the  balance 
will  come  out  of  the  amount  now  asked  for. 
I  Ihink  the  Government  really  do  not  under- 
stand what  amount  is  available.  They  do  not 
understand  their  own  Statement.  The  Premier 
tells  us  that  one -half  of  this  sum  is  already 
pledged  on  account  of  past  applications.  I 
cannot  at  all  think  that  one -half  of  it  is 
pledged,  nor  can  I  undorstand  it  from  these 
statements.  In  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine,  I  agree  that 
it  is  probable  there  are  very  few  of  the  recent 
arrivals  among  the  unemployed.  But  we  must 
remember  that  at  the  present  time  we  allow 
people  hero  to  nominate  friends  to  come  out, 
and  wh(Mi  they  bring  them  here  they  provide 
them  with  work,  and  put  of!  some  of  tlieir  old 
hands,  who  are  thrown  upon  the  coimtry,  and 
have  to  look  for  work  wherever  they  can  find 
it.  I  do  not  see  any  difference,  whether  the 
unemployed  are  new-comers  or  not.  The  new- 
comers simply  come  here  and  are  placed  on  the 
labour  market  to  compete  with  other  labourers. 
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Dnring  the  last  few  years  we  have  expended 
hnndzeds  of  thousands  of  pounds  upon  immi- 
gration ;  and  what  has  been  done  ?  We  have  not 
pat  out  work  for  them  to  do,  and  some  of  the 
best  labour  has  gone  to  the  neighbouring  colo- 
nies, who  ar(9  getting  the  benefit  of  our  expendi- 
ture. I  think  we  could  now  do  without  immi- 
gmtion  for  a  year  or  two,  and  if  we  have  work 
io  do  we  can  bring  out  immigrants.  But  do 
not  bring  out  people  to  work  at  46.  and  5s.  a 
day,  to  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  believe  some 
honourable  members  would  like  to  see  wages 
i)rought.  We  first  pay  tb  bring  out  men,  and 
then  we  pay  them  again  as  unemployed. 

Mr.  BALLANCE. — I  may  place  this  matter 
in  a  newer  light,  but  I  caimot  place  it  in  a 
Iroer' light  than  it  has  been  alresildy  put  in.  I 
■am  astonished  that  honourable  members  have 
not  understood  the  statement  made  by  my 
colleagues.  It  seems  perfectly  clear.  In  the 
first  place,  let  it  be  clearly  understood  that 
'we  are  not  responsible  for  this  immigration 
vote.  We  are  not  responsible  for  introducing 
the  Immigrants  who  are  to  be  brought  in  this 
year.  The  position  is  this:  We  have  laid 
down  no  new  policy  with  regard  to  immigra- 
tion,, except  this  :  that  we  are  now,  as  it  were, 
bringing  the  immigration  system  to  a  close  as 
quickly  as  we  possibly  can.  What  has  been 
done  has  bi^cn  done  in  the  past.  Obligations 
have  been  incurred,  and  we  are  attempting  as 
£&r  as  we  possibly  can,  in  accordance  with  the 
statement  previously  made  to  the  House,  to 
fulfil  those  obligations.  We  were  asked  during 
the  present  session  what  "we  were  going  to  do 
in  regard  to  those  who  had  already  paid  money 
to  have  their  friends  broug^it  out  from  Great 
Britain,  and  we  replied  that  we  considered  we 
were  bound  to  fulfil  all  existing  obligations,  as 
A  matter  of  good  faith — that,  where  money  had 
been  paid  in  the  colony  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing immigrants,  we  thought  we  were 
bound  to  fulfil  those  obligations  and  send 
instructions  to  the  Agent  -  General  that  the 
passages  would  be  provided.  The  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  stated  to-night  that  he 
•drew  up  regulations  to  prevent  anything  in  the 
«hapo  of  disappointment.  I  do  not  know  if 
that  was  the  case,  but  I  do  know  that  immigra- 
tion was  suddenly  stopped. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— Not  suddenly. 

Mr.  BALL AKCE.— Yes,  suddenly,  by  calo- 
^ram  to  the  Agent-General.  In  the  meantime 
people  had  paid  deposits  in  Xhe  colony  to  bring 
out  their  friends;  letters  had  gone  Hoipe  to 
those  people  stating  that  money  had  been  paid, 
■and  that  if  they  applied  to  the  Agent-General 
"he  would  provide  them  with  passages.  Well,  a 
large  number  of  persons  acted  on  the  advice  of 
their  friends  in  the  colony,  sold  out,  and  went 
to  London,  to  be  told  by  the  Agent-General  that 
he  hod  received  instructions  from  the  colony 
not  to  send  out  any  more  emigrants.  The 
money  was  paid  for  about  two  thousand  persons 
altogether.  I  do  not  say  that  aU  these  broke 
up  their  homes  and  went  to  London,  but  a  large 
number  did;  and  I  have  seen  specimens  of 
the  letters  from  these  persons  who  had  sold 
out  and  gone  to  London,  and  I  can  assure  the 


House  that  some  of  them  were  of  a  most  heart- 
rending character.  Now,  the  position  is  this : 
that,  from  the  knowledge  we  had  of  the  letters 
which  these  people  had  written,  we  considered 
that  the  Government  was  boimd,  in  good  faith, 
to  fulfil  the  promises  which  had  been  made  to 
them  ;  and  so  the  Agent-General  was  instructed 
to  send  them  out.  There  are  about  two  thou- 
sand statute  adults  who  have  to  be  provided  for 
in  this  way.  Then,  again,  the  system  of  nomi- 
nating single  women  has  not  been  stopped.  It 
is  a  question  of  policy  whether  it  should  be 
stopped  or  not;  but  the  late  Government  did 
not  stop  it,  and  we  have  not  yet  revei;sed  their 
policy ;  so  that  nominations  for  single  women 
are  still  received  at  the  difierent  immigration 
offices  throughout  the  colony.  With  regard  to 
any  further  expenditure  that  there  may  be,  we 
have  fathers  and  mothers  of  families  who  have 
come  out  to  the  colony,  leaving  their  children 
behind  them  in  the  expectation  that  they  would 
be  able  to  send  for  them.  We  have,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  recognized  the  claims  of  people 
so  placed.  That  is  the  exact  position  of 
affairs.  And,  now,  let  me  explain  the  votes. 
We  have  taken  this  year  a  sum  of  £100,000. 
The  balance  of  the  £200,000  of  the  Three- 
Million  Loan  appropriated  to  immigration  is 
£87,000,  and  we  expect  that,  after  fulfilling 
those  engagements  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  referred,  we  shall,  by  the  end  of 
the  year,  have  absorbed  aU  the  money  that  is 
left  out  of  theThree-MilUon  Loan  plus  £13,000 
out  of  the  Million  and  a  Half  Loan.  We  shall 
then  have  £17,000  out  of  the  Million  and  a  Half 
Loan  to  carry  on  such  immigration  as  the  Go- 
vernment may  determine  on  next  year.  Now, 
with  regard  to  whether  £17,000  is  an  excessive 
sum,  let  me  note  this :  We  do  not  say  that  we 
shall  continue  immigration  :  that  will  depend 
on  the  state  of  the  labour  market ;  but,  if  we  do 
bring  out  single  women,  that  will  not  be  too 
much.  In  fact,  the  money  is  only  calculated  to 
bring  out  1,100  statute  adults.  If  the  House 
will  look  into  the  matter  carefully,  it  will  seo 
that  it  is  not  at  all  the  policy  of  the  Government 
to  bring  out  a  considerable  number  of  immi- 
grants. Indeed,  we  are  very  rboderate  in  our 
proposals  in  only  asking  for  £17,000  for  next 
year,  and  we  may  nojb  go  even  to  that  extent. 
Now,  compare  the  large  amounts  which  havB 
been  taken  in  the  past  for  immigration  with 
the  small  sum  put  down  for  next, year.  We 
are  only  taking  £17,000  out  of  the  Million  and 
a  Half  Loan,  while  £200,000  was  taken  out  of 
the  Three-Million  Loan,  and  we  were  spending 
at  the  rate  of  £100,000  a  year.  I  say  that  no 
honourable  member  can  say,  under  those  cir- 
cumstances, that  this  Government  is  overstock- 
ing the  labour  market. 

Mr.  HOBBS.— I  wish  to  record  my  protest 
against  the  arguments  used  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Christchurch  South.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  Government  only  intend  to  intro- 
duce persons  who  are  nominated  by  their 
friends,  and  who  are  a  very  desirable  class  to 
introduce,  because  they  mostly  bring  large 
amounts  of  money  into  the  country,  and  their 
friends  find  employment  for  them  when  they 
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come  here.  Certainly,  they  are  not  to  be  found 
among  the  elass  to  whom  -we  have  heard  so 
much  referei^ce  this  evening.  But  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  have  spoken  have  only  re- 
ferred to  one  part  of  the  country,  and  that- is  a 
place  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  been  very  much 
overdone  in  good  things.  I  enter  my  protest 
against  the  arguments  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen,  for  I  consider  it  is  for  the  good  of 
the  country  that  we  should  have  nominated 
immigration. 

Amendments  agreed  to,  and  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

ARMED  CONSTABULARY. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  BRYCE  said, — Before  you  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  want  to  draw 
attention  to  one  portion  of  the  estimates,  and 
that  is  the  portion  of  the  estimates  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to  make  a  reduction  in  the 
Armed  Constabulary  Force.  If  I  understand 
the  proposed  reduction  aright,  it  is  intended 
to  reduce  that  Force  to  the  extent  of  some  200 
men.  Otherwise,  I  do  not  understand  how  the 
£5,000  C£Ln  be  saved  in  the  time  in  which  it  is 
stated  it  will  be  saved.  For  my  own  part,  I 
think  that  reduction  cannot  be  made  without 
disorganizing  the  Force  ;  and  I  think  it  would 
be  a  pity,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
colony,  to  do  anything  which  might  disorganize 
the  Force,  which  I  think  a  valuable  one.  I 
know  it  has  been  industriously  circulated  in 
this  colony,  and  has  indeed  been  hinted  by 
members  of  the  House,  that  the  l&te  Govern- 
ment— and  I,  particularly — always  advocated 
keeping  up  this  Force  to  a  high  number,  and 
relied  upon  the  Force  for  the  management,  in 
fact,  of  Native  affairs  by  me — ^for  that  "  reign 
of  terrorism,"  as  it  has  been  called.  Now,  I 
think  it  is  due  to  myself — and  I  may  say  that 
I  have  never,  whilst  a  Minister,  on  any  occa- 
sion corrected  any  newspaper  in  reference  to 
utterances  in  regard  to  myself,  and  only  on  one 
or  two  occasions  when  I  was  not  a  Minister 
— I  say  I  think  it  is  due  to  myself  and  the  late 
Government  to  point  out  how  utterly  incon- 
sistent this  impression  is  with  the  real  facts 
■  of  the  case.  \Vhen  I  joined  thp  Hall  Govern- 
ment, five  years  ago  or  more,  the  Force  stood 
at  910  men,  and  it  had  stood  at  that  number 
for  some  little  time.  The  Force  was  then  in  a 
very  efficient  state.  It  was  being  slightly  in- 
creased from  time  to  time.  For  a  month  or  two 
after  I  took  office,  from  circumstances  over 
which  I  had  little  or  no  control,  it  was  still  fur- 
ther slightly  increased,  and  it  rose  to  976  men 
— that  is  to  say,  an  increase  of  about  sixty.  But 
from  that  time  to  this,  so  far  from  increasing 
the  Force,  I  have  never  allowed  a  single  month 
to  pass  during  which  I  was  in  office  without 
reducing  that  Force.  Notwithstajiding  that  it 
was  thought  desirable  to  conduct  operations 
which  required  Constabulary  on  the  West  Coast 
shortly  aiter  I  took  office,  tne  Force  was  never- 
theless reduced  to  a  very  considerable  extent 
— I  mean  immediately  after  the  first  montli 
or  two  bad  passed — until,  after  I  had  been  in 
office  fifteen  months,  it  was  reduced  on  the  81st 
Mr.  Hobb9 


January,  1881,  to  782  men.    Circumstances  oc- 
curred which  seemed  to  render  an  increase 
desirable  during  the  time  I  was  absent  from 
office,  and  it  was  increased  then,  during  th&t 
nine  months  of  my  absence,  until  it  reached 
1,074  men,  which  was  164  more  than  I  found  in 
the  Force  left  by  Colonel  Whitmore.    But  from 
that  time  to  this  therd  has  been  a  steady,  uni- 
form, and  very  considerable  reductiop.  month 
by  month.    I  will  hand  this  monthly  letnm  to 
Hansard,  and  will  not  weary  the  House  by 
reading  it ;    but  I  simply  say  that,  month  l^ 
month,  the    reduction    has  been  steady  and 
tolerably  uniform,  and  as  rapid .  as   it  could 
be  without  disorganization  of  the  Force,  until 
at  the  end  of  last  July  it  stood  at  4G7  men.    I 
do  not  intend  to  dwell  further  upon  thes^  facts, 
but  just  to  state  them  as  showing  that,  so  far 
from  evincing  an  inclination  to  increase  this 
Force,  the  late  Government  have  manifested 
a  persistent  disposition,  as  is  proved  by  this 
monthly  statement,  to    reduce  it'  month  by 
month  down  to  the  very  low  number  at  which 
it  now  stands.    I  have  only  to  add  that  I  think  j 
that,  although  it  would  be  well  to  go  on  making  | 
this  systematic  redaction,  which  involves  no  ! 
disorganization,  it  would  not  be  well  to  make  i 
any  reduction  which  would  com.pletely  disor-  ! 
ganize  the  Force,  taking  an  unnecessary  iisk»  | 
and  a  risk  which  the  circumstances  do  not  j 
warrant.    I  simply  wish  to  get  upon  record  this.  | 
protest,  as  it  were,  against  the  incorrect  im-  ; 
pression  that  prevails. 

lietum   showing    Monthly  Strength   of  FieU 
Force,  Armed  Constabulary,  since  Sept.,  1S79. 


Date. 

Total. 

Date. 



TL 

Sept.  30,1879  .. 

910 

Feb.  28,1882.. 

m 

Oct.   81      ... 

904 

Mat.  31     .    .. 

d5i 

Nov.  SO      ,     . . 

913 

April  30     .     . . 

92T 

Deo.  31      ... 

927 

May  31     .    .. 

89$ 

Jan.  81, 1880  . . 

964 

June  30     .     . . 

877, 

Feb.  29      ... 

997 

July  31     .     .. 

S4S 

Mar.  31      ... 

996 

Aug.  31     .     .. 

m 

April  30      ... 
May  31      ... 

998 

Sept.*  30     .    .. 

733 

991 

Oct.   31     .     .. 

700 

June  30      ... 

981 

Nov.  30     .     .. 

m 

July  31      ... 

970 

Dec.  31     .    .. 

660 

Aug.  31      ... 

887 

Jan.  31,1883.. 

651 

Sept.  30      ... 

829. 

Feb.  28     .    .. 

647 

Oct.    31      ... 

820 

Mar.  31     .    .. 

6H 

Nov.  30      ... 

•   805 

April  SO     .    .. 
May  31     .    .. 

627 

Dec.  31      ... 

791 

6i4 

Jan.  31,1881  .. 

782 

June  30     .    . . 

619 

Feb.  28      .     .. 

768 

July  31     .    .. 

616 

Mar.  31      ... 

739   1  Aug.  31     .... 

611 

April  30      .     .. 
May  31      ... 

717   .Sept.  30     .     .. 

6M 

679   i  Oct.   31     .     .. 

m 

June  30      ... 

672   iNov.  30     .     .. 

59a 

July  31      ... 

664     Dec.  31     .     .. 

566 

Aug.  31      .... 

678  I  Jan.  31,1884.. 

578 

Sept.  30      .     . . 

802  l;Feb.  29     .     .. 

571 

Oct.    31      .•    .. 

11,074 

Mar.  81     .    .. 

493 

Nov.  80      .     .. 

1,076 

April  30     .    .. 

483 

Dec.  31      ... 

1,046  'May  31     .    .. 

461 

Jan.  31,1882  .. 

1 1,004 

!  Julr  31     .    ..| 

467 
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Mr.  BAIiliANGE. — I  am  not  going  into  a 
general  disonssion  of  the  Native  policy  of  the 
past  or  of  the  piesent  Govemment,  and  I  will 
confine  myself  simply  to  the  question  of  the 
expediency  of  reducing  the  Anned  Constabu- 
lasj.    The  honourable  gentleman  admits  that 
it  is  desirable  to  go  on  reducing  the  Force ;  hd 
therefore  admits  that  the  Force  may  be  reduced 
irith  safety.    But  the  honourable  gentleman's 
difficulty  is  that,  if  it  is  reduced  suddenly,  it 
might  disorganize  the  Force,  and  therefore  he 
thinks  that  the  reduction  might  be  a  great 
calamity.    I  agree  with  the  honourable  gentle- 
man— and  I  am  very  glad  he  has  admitted 
it— that  the  Force  may  be  still  further  re- 
duced.   The  question,  then,  is,  What  is  the  best 
means  of  bringing  the  Force  down  to  the  stan- 
dard which  wUl  be  consistent  with  safety  and 
economy  at  the  same  time  ?    That  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  whole  question.    My  own  opin- 
ion is  that  the  Force  may  be  safely  reduced  to 
three  hundred  men ;  and  I  think  we  should,  in 
making  a  reduction  to  that  number,  proceed 
with  great  care  and  caution,  to  prevent  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  disorganiEation.    Although 
we  are  reducing  it  by  degrees,  we  are  not  doing 
anything  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  have  the 
effect  of  disorganizing  the  Force,  or  anything, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  professional  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  department,  which  will  be 
calculated  to  disorganize  it.    The  honourable 
gentleman  may  say,    **You  propose   to  save 
£5,000  this  year,  and  that  implies  a  sudden 
reduction   in    the  Force."     The    honourable 
gentleman  and  I  difier  upon  this  point :    He 
thinks  the  proper  system  of  reduction  would 
¥e  by  accepting  ^resignations  and  making  no 
new  appointments  ;   while  I  am  inclined  to  go 
a  little  further.    Now,  it  appears  to  me  that 
there  are  stations  of  Armed  Constabulary  which 
are  not  doing  an^  good  at  all.    Stations  where 
there  are  only  three,  four,  five,  or  six  men 
located  have  no  effect  whatever  in  cowing  or 
intimidating  the  Natives.    It  appeared  to  me 
to  be  rather  irritating  than  otherwise.    I  am 
inclined  to  thiiik  that  the  number  of  stations 
might  be  reduqed.    On  the  East  Coast,  bodies 
of  men  are  stationed  where  none  are  required, 
and  these  might  with  safety  be  dispensed  with. 
Looking  at  the  matter  generally,  I  think  the 
House  should  intrust  large  powers  of  responsi- 
bility to  the  Grovenmient.    We  are  not  likely 
to  do  anything  rashly.     I  quite  agree  that 
caution  and  the  greatest  possible  circumspec- 
tion should  be  exercised.    We  are  still  further 
reducing  the  number,  believing  we  can  do  so 
with  safety.    I  am  sure  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  be  the  first  to  admit  that  the  mode  of 
doing  so  must  rest  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Oovemment.    I  do  not  say  that  the  whole  of 
tliiB  £5,000  caxi  be  saved  this  year,  but  I  think 
it  would  be  better  to  come  on  ^*  Unauthorized  " 
for  an  additional  sum  rather  than  that  nothing 
should  be  attempted.    At  any  rate,  our  object 
will  not  be  to  save  £5,000  this  year,  if  the  doing 
-eo  would  lead  to  the  disoi^ganization  of  the 

Force. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


SUPPLY. 

IN  COMMITTEE.    • 

Class  m. — Colonial  Treasureb. 

Treasury  Department*  £7,948,  agreed  to. 

Property-Tax  Department,  £7,495,  agreed  to. 

Friendly  Societies*  Registry  Ofl&ce,  £1,450. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  apprehended  this  would  in- 
clude the  amount  of  valuation  for  friendly 
societies.  Considerable  dissatisfaction  existed 
about  a  year  ago  upon  that  point,  and  he  would 
be  glad  to  hear  that  this  amount  would  cover 
that. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  amount  does  include 
the  valuation  for  friendly  societies. 

Vote,  £1,450,  agreed  to. 
.    Miscellaneous  services,  £34,760. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  would  like  to  know  whether 
it  was  proposed  to  continue  the  system  of  ap-- 
pointing  Auditors  who  would  have  to  travel 
considerable  distances.  It  struck  him  that  a 
good  deal  might  be  saved  if  local  Auditors  were 
appointed.  A  gentleman  residing  in  Nelson 
audited  the  accounts  in  Inanga^ua,  Buller, 
and  Greymouth.  Why  should  not  a  resident 
of  Hokitika  do  the  whole  of  the  work  for  the 
West  Coast? 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  that,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  an  Auditor  residing  in  Dunedin  audited 
for  the  whole  of  the  public  bodies  throughout 
Otago,  excepting  Municipal  Corporations. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  considered  that,  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  responsible,  they  must  make  the    * 
audit  in  their  own  way. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  did  not  mean  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  appoint  the  Auditors,  but 
.that  some  one  residing  on  the  spot  should  be 
appointed.  * 

Vote,  £34,750,  agreed  to. 

Class  I. — Legislative. 

Legislative  Departments,  £67,518. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  moved,  That  the  first 
item,  "  Legislative  Council — Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees (also  by  Act  £300),  £100,"  be.  struck 
out. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  moved  to  reduce  the  item, 
**  General  Expenses — Examiner  of  Standing 
Orders  on  Private  Bills,  £250,"  by  £200.  The 
office  was,  he  considered,  entirely  useless  and 
unnecessary.  The  average  number  of  private 
Bills  was  two  every  session,  and  these  paid  £10 
on  the  first  reading,  £10  on  the  second  read- 
ing, and  £5  on  the  third  reading.  The  Crown,  ^ 
therefore,  received  £50  per  annum,  and  was 
called  upon  to  pay  £250.  The  office  involved  a 
loss  of  money  to  the  colony,  and  caused  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  members  of  the  House.  One 
of  the  confidential  clerks  should,  he  thought, 
have  charge  of  this  department,  an  increase  of 
£50  per  annum  might  be  given  to  him,  and  & 
saving  of  £200  effected. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  said  that  considerable 
increase  had  been  proposed  in  the  Legislative 
Council  Department,  though  the  House  had 
been  taking  care  during  the  past  few  years 
that  no  increases  should  be  made.  He  pro- 
posed, That  the  total  amount  be  leduoed  by 
£275. 
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Mr.  STOUT  explained,  in  oase  new  members 
might  not  be  i^are  of  how  the  estimates  for 
the  Legislative  bepartments  were  framed,  that 
the  Gk>Yemment  were  not  responsible  for  them. 
They  were  sent  in  by  the  Speakers,  and  were 
placed  on  the  estimates,  the  Government  not 
pledging  itself  to  vote  for  them. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  that  similar  increases 
were  proposed  in  1882,  and,  after  a  similar 
explanation  from  the  Government,  were  re- 
jected by  the  House. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  proposed,  That  the  next 
increase — Item  8,  "  Clerk  of  the  Comicil  (also 
by  Act  £400),  £200,"— be  struck  out. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  remarked  that  these  salaries 
were  really  very  small. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  thought,  if  the  officer  were 
paid  a  yearly  salary,  and  had  to  attend  two 
sessions,  some  allowance  might  be  made ;  but 
£100  extra  was  rather  too  much. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  said  it  was  against  his 
will  he  supported  these  reductions,  and  he  only 
did  so  on  the  principle  that  this  was  not  the 
time  for  increasing  salaries. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  would  like  to  point  out,  before 
this  was  put,  that,  though  the  Government  were 
not  responsible  for  these  increc^os,  they  had 
come  from  the  Legislative  Council  on  the  re- 
commendation of  the  President,  and  it  was  to 
be  presumed  he  would  not  make  these  recom- 
mendations unless  he  considered  he  had  good 
.  grounds  for  doing  so.  They  should  consider 
whether  they  were  doing  their  duty  to  the 
other -branch  of  the  Legislature  by  refusing  to 

S've  such  remuneration  to  its  officers  as  the 
)uncil   thought   fit.     They    would    consider 
.  themselves  aggrieved  if  the  Appropriation  Act 
were  thrown  out  because  the  other  House  con- 
sidered the  officers  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
4ives  were  unduly  paid. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  item,  *  Clerk  of  the  Council  (also 
by  Act,  £400),  £200,'  be  reduced  by  £100." 

Ayes,  49. 
Allwriglit  Hobbs  Bussell 

Barron  Holmes  Samuel 

Bevan  Joyce  Smith 

B.-Bradshaw     Lake  Steward,  W.  J. 

Bruce  Lance  Stout 

Bryce  Levestaill  Sutter 

Buchanan         Locke  Thompson,  T. 

Gadman  Macandrew        Thomson,  J.  W. 

Cowan  Macarthur         Tole 

Dodson  Mackenzie,  M.  Trimble 

Fraser  McMillan  TumbuU 

Fulton  Moat  Walker 

Garrick  Montgomery      White,  W. 

Gillies  O'Conor 

Grigg  Peacock  Tellers. 

Harper  Beese  Duncan 

Hatch  Bichardson,  G.  O'Callaghan. 

Noes,  14. 

BaUance  Johnston  Vogel 

Brown  Lamach  Wilson. 

Buckland,  J.  C.  McKenLisie,  J.  Tellers. 

Fitzherbert        Pyke  Guinness 

Hursthouse       Seddon  Newman. 
Majority  for,  35. 


Item  reduced. 

Mr.  SUTTEB  moved.  That  the  item, "  Clerk- 
Assistont,  £400,"  be  reduced  by  £50. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  moved,  That  the  item, 
"  Second  Clerk-Assistant,  £225,"  be  reduced  by 
£25. 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  moved,  That  the  item, 
**  Examiner  of  Standing  Orders  on  Private  Bills, 
£250,"  be  reduced  by  £200, 

Sir  MAUBICE  O'ROBKE  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  interfere  with  this  item. 
It  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  an  Ex- 
aminer, unless  the  House  came  to  a  decision 
to  do  away  with  private -Bill  legislation.  Tl)e 
present  Examines  had  held  the  office  for  the 
last  fifteen  years,  and  he  had  been  paid  this 
amount  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  office  was 
partly  self-supporting,  for,  although  the  £25 
paid  on  each  private  Bill  did  not  go  into  the 
general  revenue,  it  went  to  the  library. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  could  not  see  the  use  of  the^ 
office  at  all.  If  people  were  getting  private 
Bills  passed  at  enormous  cost  to  the  colony  it 
ought  to  be  stopped.  It  seemed  that  any  Bill 
could  be  passed  for  £25,  though  it  might  cost 
the  country  £250.  During  each  of  the  last  two 
sessions  there  had  been  only  four  private  Bills,. 
for  which  £100  had  been  received ;  therefore 
the  country  had  lost  £150  a  year  by  private-Bill 
legislation.  As  a  taxpayer,  he  objected  to  pay- 
ing for  other  people  to  get  private  Bills  pa^ed* 
One  of  the  confidential  clerks  could  undertake 
the  office  for  £50  extra.  He  objected  alto- 
gether that,  because  this  gentleman  was  a 
Wellington  man,  a  useless  office  should  be  kept 
going  at  the  cost  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  why,  though  £250  was 
voted  last  year,  only  £229  was  paid. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  it  was  because  the 
balance  had  been  drawn  after  the  close  of  the 
financial  year. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE  said,  as  a  great  portion  of 
the  year  had  gone,  it  would  be  necessaiy,  in 
any  case,  to  vote  a  sufficient  amount  to  cover 
that. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said,  though  he  strongly 
opposed  the  continuance  of  the  office,  he  woala 
of  course  support  a  vote  for  what  wsks,  right  and 
fair  in  respect  to  the  part  of  the  year  already 
past,  if  the  Government  would  state  what  that 
amount  would  be. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said,  as  the  session  was  nearly 
over,  he  thought  this  officer  ought  to  be  paid 
the  same  amount  in  respect  of  it  as  he  nad 
been  paid  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  would  like  to  hear  from  the 
Government  whether  this  office  was  necessary. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  honourable  members 
were  quite  as  well  able  to  judge  as  the  Govern- 
ment whether  the  salary  was  a  fair  one,  and 
^Whether  or  not  the  office  was  necessary. 

Mr.  HATCH  thought  the  Government  should 
consider  whether  offices  could  not  be  amal- 
gamated, so  that  the  persons  employed  might 
have  more  duties  to  discharge  after  the  House 
prorogued. 

Sir  MAUBICE  O'BOBEE  pointed  oat  that 
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ifc  vns  quite  impossible  for  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
jnittees  to  discharge  his  present  duties  and 
act  as  Emuniner  of  Standing  Orders  on  Private 
BiUs.  Banks  or  wealthy  companies  having 
private  Bills  might  be  required  to  pay  a  larger 
fee,  so  that  the  office  might  become  self -sup- 
porting. 

Mr.  SKBIMSKI  did  not  believe  in  charging 
,  extra  fees  to  keep  up  an  office  that  was  not  re- 
'  qmied. 

Mr.  HOBBS  believed  that  the  work  could  be 
done  for  £100,  and  the  sum  should  be  reduced 
by  ^150. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  thought  the  office  was  a  sine- 
care,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  permanent  salary  for  the  work  re- 
quited to  be  done.  The  item  should  be  struck 
oat  altogether,  and  the  Government  should  pay 
the  amount  now  due. 

Mi.  SEDDON  said  that  since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  House  there  had  not  been  on 
an  average  more  than  one  private  Bill  a  year. 
The  work  could  be  done  by  the  pajrment  of 
fees.  Sinecures  of  this  kind  should  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  GILLIES  did  not  believe  the  office  was 
80  unnecessary  as  some  honourable  members 
seemed  to  think.  At  the  same  time  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  it  was  not  altogether  a 
desirable  thing  to  have  an  officer  of  this  sort 
paid  by  fees.  Wealthy  companies  might  bring 
matters  before  him  which  he  could  help  on  as 
he  might  deem  prudent  or  right,  and  such  an 
officer  ought  to  be  entirely  above  suspicion. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  said,  if  the  salary 
was  voted,  the  officer  might  be  required  in 
futnre  sessions  to  attend  Select  Committees  on 
Local  BiUs. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  did  not  see  how  the  House 
oould  support  the  payment  of  this  salary  to  a 
layman. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  that,  if  the  library 
received  the  fees,  some  person  in  trhe  library 
could  discharge  the  duties  for  £50,  and  the 
country  would  thus  be  saved  £200  a  year.  This 
officer  could  not  attend  to  the  duties  of  Clerk 
of  the  Local  Bills  Committee  and  Private  Bills 
Committee,  for  he  would  frequently  be  wanted 
in  both  places  at  once. 

The  Committee  divided.  * 


Barron 

Tiftnce 

Richardson,  G 

Bruce 

Lamach   ' 

Seddon 

Cowan 

Macandrew 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Duncan 

Macarthur 

Sutter  ■ 

Grigg 

McMillan 

TumbuU. 

Hatch 

Moat 

Tellers. 

Hobbs 

Montgomery 
O'Callaghan 

O'Conor 

Hohnes 

Shrimski. 

Noes,  38. 

AUwright 

Pulton 

Locke 

Ballance 

Garrick 

Mackenzie,  M. 

B..Bradshaw 

GilUes 

McKenzie,  J. 

Bryce 

Harper 

Newman 

Buchanan 

Johnston 

O'Rorke 

Buckland,J.C 

.  Joyce 

Peacock 

Dodson 

Lake. 

Pyke 

Fiuer 

Levestam  . 

Reese 

Richardson,  E.  Shephard  Vogel 

Rolleston  Smith  Walker. 

Ross  Thompson,  T.  Tellers, 

Russell  Tole  Fitzherbert 

Samuel  Trimble  Guinness.* 

Majority  against,  15. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  moved.  That  the  item  be 
reduced  by  £100. 

Sir  MAURICE  O'RORKE  would  rather  see 
the  item  struck  out  altogether  than  reduced  by 
this  sum.  This  officer  had  entered  the  service 
many  years  ago,  when  quite  a  young  man ;  he 
had  since  entered  upon  the  responsibilities  of 
life,  and  to  reduce  the  salary  by  such  an  amount 
would  mean  absolute-riiLn.  If  there  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  that  their  system  of  private-Bill 
legislation  should  be  altiered  altogether,  let 
them  consider  the  question  at  the  beginning  of 
next  session.  He  was  not  strongly  in  favour  of 
that  system,  and  would  not  hesitate  to  have  a. 
full  consideration  of  it.  He  had  taken  a  great 
deal  of  interest  many  years  ago  in  reducing 
the  very  complicated  system  then  in  existence 
with  regard  to  private -Bill  legislation.  He 
hoped  the  honourable  gentleman,  having  al- 
ready tested  the  feeling  of  the  Committee,, 
would  abstain  from  pressing  his  motion. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  admitted  that  the  Speaker 
had  made  a  very  earnest  appeal ;  but  he,  also, 
had  a  duty  to  perform.  He  was  the  last  person 
to  do  any  one  an  injury,  but  he  must  discharge 
his  duties ;  and  he  would  also  point  out  that,, 
if  they  did  thus  reduce  'the  item  by  £100,  thia 
officer  would  still  be  getting  three  times  more 
than  he  got  when  first  appointed. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD  would  point  out,  in  reply 
to  a  remark  previously  made  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Oamaru,  that  this  officer  had  for 
several  years  actually  discharged  the  duties  of 
Clerk  to  the  Local  Bills  Committee. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  35. 

Ballance 

Macarthur' 

Stewart,  W.  D* 

Barron 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stout 

Brown 

McMillan 

Sutter 

Bruce 

Moat 

Thompson,  T. 

Cadman 

Montgomery 

Tole 

Cowan 

O'Callaghan 

TumbuU 

GiUies 

O'Conor 

Vogel 

Grigg 

Pearson 

Walker 

Hatch 

Richardson,  E 

.  White,  W. 

Hobbs 

Richardson,  G 

Tellers. 

Holmes 

Seddon 

Duncan 

Lance 

Steward,  W.J. 
Noes,  17. 

Shrimski. 

B.-Bradshaw 

Lake 

Samuel 

Bryce 

Levestam 

Trimble 

Bnckland 

J.C 

.  Mackenzie,  M. 

Wilson. 

Dodson 

O'Rorke 

Tellers. 

Guinness 

Pyke 

Pulton 

Joyce 

Reese 

Newman. 

Majority  for,  18. 

Item  reduced  by  £100. 

Sir  J. 

VOGEL  explained 

that,  through  a 

misprint, 

the  item  *'  Reporters  "  appeared  as 
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£2,550,  instead  of  £2,400.    He  would  therefore 
move  that  it  be  reduced  by  £150. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  like  provision  made  on 
the  supplementary  estinjates  for  the  composi- 
tors who  were  kept  here  during  the  interval 
between  the  sessions,  earning,  on  an  average, 
onlv  15s.  a  week. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  pointed  out  that  the 
Reporting  Debates  and  Printing  Committee 
had  already  made  a  recommendation  to  the 
Government  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  said  that  he  found  an 
injustice  had  been  done  to  tbe  Chairman  of 
Committees  of  the  Legislative  Council  in 
striking  out  the  increase  of  £100.  When  he 
moved  the  motion  he  Vas  not  aware  that  it 
covered  the  work  of  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees for  two  sessions.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  see  their  way  to  renew  the 
vote  in  some  shape. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  glad  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  mentioned  this  matter,  as  he 
"was  quite  sure  the  House  would  be  very  sorry 
to  do  an  injustice,  which  it  clearly  would  be 
if  they  made  the  Chairman  of  Committees  in 
the  Legislative  Council  pay  £120  for  the  privi- 
lege of  doing  the  work.  Ho  only  drew  £300  as 
the  vote  now  stood,  whereas  the  other  members 
of  the  Council  drew  £420  for  two  honoraria. 
The  vote  could  not  be  restored  to-night,  but 
would  have  to  be  brought  down  on  the  supple- 
mentary estimates. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  would  like  to  have  an  ex- 
planation of  the  item  £300,  for  electric  light- 
ing. He  would  like  to  know  what  saving  it 
was,  as  they  had  to  keep  the  gas  burning  as 
veil. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  that  the  great  saving 
which  he  thought  honourable  members  could 
not  afford  to  disregard  was  the  saving  of 
health.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  electric 
light  was  immensely  more  healthy  than  gas. 
With  regard  to  cost,  he  was  not  able  to  give 
a  statement  off-hand,  but  he  thought  he  was 
quite  within  the  facts  when  he  said  it  was  not 
more  expensive  than,  if  as  expensive  as,  gas. 
If  they  were  to  have  an  equivalent  amount  of 
gaslight  it  wpuld  cost  them  more  than  the 
electric  light.  It  was  true  they  would  have 
extra  heat  from  the  gas ;  but  that  was  an 
equivocal  advantage. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  said  they  might  benefit 
through 'the  electric  light  being  more  healthy 
if  the  gas  were  not  burning  as  well,  but  that 
was  the  case. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  would  like  to  see  either  the 
gas  or  the  electric  light  done  away  with,  as 
there  was  as  large  a  consumption  of  gas  now 
as  there  had  always  been. 

Mr.  FULTON,  as  one  who  sat  under  the  gas 
for  some  years,  hoped  the  electric  light  would 
be  continued,  as  it  made  the  chamber  much 
more  healthy. 

Vote,  as  reduced,  £GG,993,  agreed  to. 

Class  II. — Colonial  Secretary. 
Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  £1,905,  agreed  to. 
Ministers'  Secretaries,  £800,  agreed  to. 

Sir  J.  Vogel 


Messengers  and  office-keepers,  £3,605. 

Mr  PEACOCK  wished  to  know  why  it  wag  . 
necessary  to  pay  £281  for  oflBco-kecpers  at  Dan- 
edin,  when  only  £35  was  required  in  Auckland 
for  the  same  service. 

Sir  J.  V0GP2L  explained  that  these  were  old 
provincial  liabilities,  which  the  Govemraent 
had  to  meet.  The  difference  in  the  amounts 
of  the  votes  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  , 
messengers  and  office-cleaners  in.  Auckland 
were  also  charged  departmentally. 

Vote,  £3,605,  agreed  to. 

Electoral,  £7,905,  agreed  to. 

Audit  Office,  £8,732,  agreed  to. 

Registrar  -  General's  Department,  £7,122, 
agreed  to. 

Geological  and  Meteorological  Department, 
£3,640. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  if  the  Government 
thought  this  money  was  well  spent.  He 
thought  himself  that  the  weather  forecasts 
were  of  very  littl§  use,  as  the  weather  gene- 
rally turned  out  quite  the  contrary  to  what 
was  predicted. 

Sir  J.  VOCiEL  said  full  value  was  returned 
for  every  item  in  this  vote. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  had  almost  always  found 
the  weather  forecasts  correct  and  very  useful. 

Mr.  O'CONOR,  having  some  knowledge  of 
shipping  matters,  could  also  bear  testimony  to 
the  value  of  the  weather  forecasts,  which  often 
saved  people  from  great  dangers. 

Mr.  GILLIES  would  point  out  that,  through 
the  insufficiency  of  this  vote  in  a  previous  ses- 
sion, the  colony  had  lost  the  services  of  a  most 
valuable  othcer,  Mr.  Cox,  the  Assistant  Geolo- 
gist, who  had  gone  away  in  consequence  of  the 
smallness  of  his  salary  under  this  vote. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that  this  colony  had 
paid  Mr.  Cox  £350  a  year,  and  he  had  gone  to 
Sydney,  where  he  received  about  double  that 
salary. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  quite  agreed  that  it  was  a 
great  pity  that  this  officer  had  been  allowed 
to  go. 

Vote,  £3,640,  agreed  to. 

Agent-General's  Department,  £4,100,  agreed 
to. 

Charitable,  £85,200. 

Mr.  COWAN  hoped  the  Government  would 
give  some  assurance  that  each  district  through- 
out the  colony  would  bo  treated  in  an  equitable 
manner. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  this  vote  was  only  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  present  condition  of  affairs, 
which  was  the  most  inequitable  and  illogical 
that  could  possibly  bo  conceived.  For  in- 
stance, W^ellington  received  more  for  its  hos- 
pital by  50  per  cent,  than  Christchurch  got. 
The  present  state  of  things  resulted  from  these 
institutions  being  taken  over  from  the  pro- 
vinces, each  being  dealt  with  according  to  the 
system  in  force  in  the  province.  He  thought  it 
would  have  been  much  more  satisfactory  had 
there  been  a  local  rate.  He  hoped  that  when 
members  returned  to  their  districts  they  would 
stimulate  the  people  into  subscribing  liberally 
towards  these  mstitutiona.  Meantime  it  would 
be  folly  to  lead  the  Committee  to'  suppose  that 
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Ihe  vote  would  be  treated  differently  from  last 
jear.  The  subject  was  one  which,  should  be 
dealt  with  comprehensiyely.  Next  year  the 
Government  would  bring  down  a  measure  with 
4  view  to  Idealizing  these  institutions  and  their 
snpport. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  inequalities  that  now  existed,  the  people 
in  some  districts,  who  had  always  subscribed 
liberally,  refused  now  to  put  their  hands  in 
their  pockets,  because  other  districts. that  did 
not  subscribe  a  penny  got  more  from  the  Go- 
Temment  than  those  that  did  subscribe. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  asked  why  the  honourable 
gentleman  did  not  complain  last  year  when 
the  Government  he  supported  was  in  office. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  was  surprised  that  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Taieri  had  never 
zaised  his  voice  against  the  present  inequali- 
ties. He  (Mr.  Shrimski)  had  never  missed  an 
•opportunity  of  doing  so.  They  had  no  right 
to  encourage  large  and  wealth]^  districts  to 
depend  altogether  on  the  Government.  The 
Government  ought  to  bring  in  a  measure  pro- 
viding that  every  institution  should  be  made 
self-reliant,  and  that  the  State  would  contri- 
bute pound  for  pound  raised  in  each  district. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Government  to  deal  with  the*  subject  this  ses-^ 
■sion,  but  they  would  do  so  next  year.  Mean- 
time it  was  their  duty  to  see  that  no  absolute 
destitution  should  exist. 

Mr.  HATCH  said  it  was  a  standing  disgrace 
to  the  large  cities  that  they  asked  for  assistance 
from  the  Government  while  they  did  not  sub- 
scribe a  penny  towards  these  institutions. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  the  honourable  member 
lor  the  Taieri  had  on  more  than  one  occasion 
pointed  out  the  inequalities  that  existed  with 
cegard  to  the  charitable-aid  vote.  With  regard 
to  the  Wellington  Hospital,  that  institution 
'was  not  as  well  conducted  as  it  might  be.  By 
a  return  which  had  been  furnished  it  would  be 
seen  that,,  in  proportion  to  population,  there 
was  more  money  subscribed  on  the  West  Coast 
for  hospitals  than  in  any  other  part  of  New 
Zealand.  He  desired  to  say,  also,  that  more 
accommodation  was  necessary,  and  he  wished 
to  know  whether,  as  the  vote  stood,  there 
vouid  be  sufficient  to  provide  the  additional 
accommodation  at  the  Kumara  hospital.  Al- 
though money  was  liberally  subscribed,  there 
was  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  cost  of  these  in- 
stitutions in  his  district ;  and,  as  some  persons 
who  were  well  able  did  not  subscribe  at  all, 
while  others  gtive  Liberally,  he  believed  it  would 
-be  more  fair  to  levy  a  rate. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  hoped  that  the  Government 
would  bring  down  a  comprehensive  measure, 
and  put  the  whole  of  these  institutions  on  a 
similar  basis.  While  in  one  part  of  the  colony 
iavonr  was  shown  by  the  Government,  people 
would  not  subscribe  with  the  liberality  they 
would  oUierwise^  Li  Auckland  they  were  be- 
'ginning  to  be  pressed  for  room,  and  something 
"would  have  to  be  done.  He  hoped  the  Gofem- 
ment  measure  would  be  of  such  a  character  as 
%f>  stimiUate  the  liberality  of  the  people. 
'  Mr.  LEYESTAM  thought  there  should  be  a 


general  tax  on  the  colony.  As  patients  went 
from  one  locality  to  another  it  would  be  un- 
fair to  compel  each  district  to  maintain  its 
own  destitute. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  remarked  that  the  hospitals 
in  large  towns  drained  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, and,  where  doctors  had  attained  renown, 
patients  came  from  long  distances  to  the  hos- 
pital. A  local  rate  would  press  unfairly  upon 
large  cities,  while  country  districts  where  there 
were  no  hospitals  would  escape  altogether. 
The  hospitals,  he  believed,  were  well  managed. 
Mr.  GILLIES  said  there  was  a  great  dif- 
ference between  hospitals,  as  would  be  seen  if 
they  looked  at  the  cost  per  patient.  This,  he 
thought,  should  not  e^ist,  and  there  should  be 
some  general  supervision,  so  as  to  make  the 
expenses  tally.  Something  general  should  be 
done,  as  the  springs  of  benevolence  among  the 
people  were  being  dried  up  by  the  present  unper- 
tain  condition  of  affairs.  He  would  greatly  de- 
plore the  putting-on  of  a  poor-rate  in  this  free 
country ;  and  there  was,  he  believed,  no  neces- 
sity for  it,  if  proper  regulations  were  made. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  they  should  not 
overlook  the  valuable  services  that  were  ren- 
dered by  the  medical  visiting  staff  in  Auckland 
and  other  large  towns  of  the  colony.  Their 
services  were  rendered  without  remuneration, 
and  should,  at  all  events,  be  appreciated. 

Mr.  HATCH  said  that  the  hospitals  where 
a  pound-for-pound  subsidy  was  given  were  more 
economically  and  better  managed  than  those- 
for  which  the  whole  of  the  money  was  sub- 
scribed by  the  Government. 

Mr.  GILLIES  was  afraid  the  honourable 
gentleman's  facts  were  not  correct;  and  his 
statement  that  every  sixpence  for  the  Dunedin 
Hospital  came  from  the  Government  was  not 
quite  correct. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  thought  that  the  system  of 
grants  to  local  Committees  was  bad,  and  that 
there  was  a  growing  necessity  for  making  pro- 
j  vision  for  the  aged  and  decrepit.  The  present 
land  system  was  likely  to  increase  this  evil.  A 
great  portion  of  the  best  land  of  the  country  was 
v^tually  shut  up  from  the  use  of  the  people, 
and  in  any  country  where  that  was  the  case  the 
mass  of  the  people  must  be  poor.  He  thought 
that  some  of  the  good  land  that  was  being 
secured  should  be  set  aside  for  the  purpose  of 
making  asylums  for  the  poor,  which,  if  they 
did  not  like  the  term  "  poorhouses,"  might  be 
called  "  houses  for  the  poor." 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  thought  the  proper  time 
ioi  this  discussion  would  arrive  whon  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  on  the  question  were 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  asked  if  the  Go- 
vernment- would  give  an  assurance  that  at  the 
commencement  of  next  financial  year  the 
distribution  should  be  on  a  different  basis. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  could  not  give  that  assurance, 
as  he  had  not  been  able  to  see  how  far  the 
Government  could  deal  vnth  the  question  on  its 
own  authority ;  but  the  Government  would  en- 
deavour to  dQal  v^ith  it. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved.  That  the  vote  be  re- 
duced by  £20,000 ;  as  that  would  bring  matters 
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to  a  crisis,  and  show  that  the  system  was  not  to 
be  continued. 

Motion  negatived. 

Vote,  £86,200,  agreed  to. 

Lunatic  Asylums,  £40,983. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Government  to 
reconsider  the  question  of  increasing  the  sala- 
ries of  the  warders  at  lunatic  asylums,  and  to 
place  a  sum  on  the  supplementary  estimates 
lor  that  purpose. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  thought  it  was  a  mistake  for 
the  honourable  member  to  urge  an  increase  of 
payment.  The  officers  were  contented  to  give 
their  services  on  the  present  terms,  though  no 
doubt  they  would  gladly  use  the  influence  of 
any  member  to  get  an  addition  to  their  sala- 
ries. It  was,  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  so, 
a  mistake  for  members  to  recommend  the  Go- 
vernment to  pay  more  than  was  found  neces- 
sary. The  question  had  previously  been  brought 
forward,  and,  as  had  been  explained,  the  lunatic- 
asylum  warders  were  boarcied,  and  the  gaol 
warders  had  to  And  their  own  board,  and  this 
accounted  for  the  difference  in  their  salaries. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  thought  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  be  aware  of  the  great  discre- 
pancy, and  that  asylum  attendants  were  the 
lowest-paid  public  servants  of  any.  The  lowest 
net  salary  of  a  gaol  warder  was  £151,  and  he  had 
to  find  himself.  The  lowest  net  pay  an  asy- 
lum attendant  received  was  £43  6s.,  and  he 
received  rations  estimated  to.  cost  £18,  a  total 
of  £61  6s.,  BA  compared  with  the  gaol  warder's 
£151.  Naturally  this  great  discrepancy  led  to 
a  continual  strong  feeling  among  the  asylum 
attendants,  who  considered  themselves  under- 

§aid,  and  were  not  satisfied  with  their  position, 
'hat  there  were  always  many  applicants  for 
vacancies  was  no  argument.  A  return  last 
year  showed  that,  out  of  twenty-seven  men  ap- 
pointed, only  four  were  found  to  remain  per- 
manently ;  the  greater  number  left  just  as  they 
were  becoming  useful,  and  some  of  them  left  to 
become  gaol  warders.  This  state  of  things  was 
detrimental  to  the  asylums. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  honourable  member's 
calculation  was  rather  ingenious  than  correct. 
Bations  got  in  a  wholesale  way  by  contract 
might  cost  £18  per  year  per  man;  but  what 
man  could  ration  himself  for  7s.  a  week?  If 
the  men  had  to  find  themselves  it  would  cost 
them  each  at  least  £40  or  £45  a  year.  Whether 
prison  warders  were  paid  too  much  was  a  dif- 
ferent question.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  was 
informed  that  there  were  on  an  average  at  least 
twenty-five  applicants  for  any  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  asylum  attendant,  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  considered  so  ill  paid.  That 
being  so,  it  seemed  an  unnecessary  expenditure 
to  add  to  the  price  paid. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  said  the  mere  fact  that  there 
were  many  applicants  for  vacancies  in  the  asy- 
lums should  not  be  over-estimated :  the  appli- 
cants might  only  be  seeking  temporary  employ- 
ment, and,  when  they  were  becoming  useful, 
might  leave.  The  difference  between  an  a^sylum 
attendant's  pay  and  a  gaol  warder's  was  very 
great.  In  the  first  step  an  attendant's  pay  was 
j|70,  and,  allowing  £39  as  an  estimate  of  the 
Mr,  Duncan 


cost  of  board,  there  was  £109 ;  while  a  gaol 
warder  in  the  first  step  got  £135,  a  difference  of 
£26.  The  difference  was  the  cause  of  great  dis> 
satisfaction  among  the  asylum  attendants. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  said,  in  mentioning 
that  the  lowest  pay  of  an  asylum  attendant 
was  £43  6s.  net,  he  should  have  said  this  was 
after  deducting  what  it  cost  him  as  rent  when 
he  lived  outside  the  asylum.  Attendants  had 
to  pay  for  their  own  clothes ;  they  often  got 
them  torn  by  the  patients,  but  had  to  bear  the 
cost  themselves.  Would  the  Government  put 
a  sum  on  the  supplementary  estimates  to  pro- 
vide uniforms  for  asylum  attendants? 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  if  the  Government  would 
di-vdde  the  money  given  to  Local  Inspecton 
among  the  attendants  it  would  be  money  well 
spent.  These  Inspectors  received  pay  for 
doing  nothing — or  all  they  did  was  to  open 
tenders.  Quite  a  sufficient  number  of  persons 
were  ready  to  act  as  visitors  without  pay.  He 
would  not  move  to  strike  out  the  item  for  the 
Hokitika  Inspector,  because  the  position  there 
was  different  from  that  in  other  places ;  but  he 
hoped  the  Government  would  make  inquiries 
into  this  matter.  There  had  been  cases  in 
which  the  medical  attendants  of  asylums  had 
acted  as  Coroners  on  deaths  in  the  asylums. 
That  should  be  put  a  stop  to. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  that  had  been  summarily 
stopped.  It  was  exceedingly  wrong  that  medir 
cal  attendants  should  act  as  Coroners  or  make 
post  mortem  examinations  in  the  case  of  deaths 
in  asylums.  The  Government  did  not  see  their 
way  at  present  to  increasing  the  pay  of  the 
asylum  attendants.  In  making  future  appoint- 
ments the  question  might  arise.  It  was  a  vezy 
poor  reason  to  say  that  something  should  be 
put  on  or  taken  off  the  salary  of  a  man  in 
Dunedin  because  some  one  in  Auckland  got 
less  or  more  than  the  Dunedin  man. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  the  Local  Inspector 
were  a  fifth  wheel  to  the  coach,  and  were  not 
needed  one  bit.  Here  was  a  new  office  in  the 
Dunedin  Asylum,  '*  Assistant  Medical  Officer, 
£200."  Where  was  the  need  for  that?  No 
other  asylum  had  two  medical  officers. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  Local  Inspectors  could 
not  be  abolished  without  an  alteration  in  the 
law/  because  they  had  certain  statutory  duties* 
such  as  discharging  patients  temporarily  orpei- 
manently. 

Vote,  £40,983,  agreed  to. 

Printing  and  stationery,  £20,975,  agreed  to. 

Stock  Branch,  £30,360. 

Mr.  WALKEB  would  take  the  opportumty 
of  impressing  several  points  on  the  attention 
of  the  Government,  the  more  so  as  there  had 
been  no  opportunity  of  discussing  the  report  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Sheep  and  Babbit 
Acts.  Certain  districts  in  the  colony  now  paid 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  expenses  of  the  depart- 
ment, which  caused  a  great  deal  of  dissatisiae- 
tion  ;  and  the  Committee — he  spoke  of  himself 
as  a  member  of  it  —  only  refrained  from  re- 
commending the  Government  to  adjust  the 
inequality  because  they  believed  that  at  t^e 
present  moment  there  was  an  urgent  necessity 
that  the  Government  should  use  every  endea^ 
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yoxa  under  the  Acts  to  stamp  out  the  scab 
and  cabbit  pests ;  and  therefore  the  Committee 
oomuciered  it  would  be  inopportune  to  raise  the 
qnesfcion  of  expenditure  now,  considering  it  a 
merely  subsidiary  question  that  could  be  settled 
at  another  time.  The  Committee  were  most 
emphatic  in  urging  that  the  scab  pest  should 
be  stamped  out,  to  enable  New  Zealand  to  take 
advantage  of  the  Australian  market  for  sheep ; 
and  it  was  clearly  proved  that  it  was  only 
through  the  bad  administration  of  the  Acts 
that  &e  colony  was  not  now  in  a  position  to  do 
80.  He  therefore  earnestly  impressed  on  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  a  vigorous  ad- 
ministration of  the  Sheep  and  Babbit  Acts  in 
the  spirit  of  the  Committee*s  report. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  Government  had  not 
yet  had  time  to  fully  consider  the  report  and 
evidence  of  the  Joint  Committee,  but  they  had 
had  time  to  recognize  that  the  labours  of  the 
Committee  were  of  a  most  important  character. 
Its  recommendations  deserved  very  high  consi- 
deration^  and  the  evidence  was  of  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  character.  It  would  have  to 
be  considered  by  the  Government  very  care- 
folly.  These  estimates  were  made  out  before 
that  report  was  brought  down,  and  the  amounts 
were  similar  to  those  passed  last  year.  The 
Government  would  not  be  relieved  from  the 
duty  of  considering  to  what  extent  and  in  what 
manner  they  could  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee.  Those  recom- 
mendations, summarized,  amounted  to  this : 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  should  be  vigo- 
rously .carried  out,  without  reference  to  local 
partiality  or  local  feeling ;  that  officers  of  the 
aepartment  should  be  chosen  only  for  their 
efficiency ;  and  that  sinecure  positions  should 
not  be  coziferred  upon  any  persons  who  could 
not  find  other  employment.  It  was  a  strong 
leconmiendation  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
that  the  Government  should  aid  in  introducing 
in  large  numbers  the  natural  enemy  of  the 
labbit— the  ferret. 

Mr.  SMITH  pointed  out  that  the  larger  pro- 
portion of  the  money  raised  was  paid  by  the 
Districts  of  Canterbury  and  Hawke's  Bay,  and 
that  there  should  be  a  fairer  division  of  the 
money  expended  in  future. 

Vote,  £30,360,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £23,058. 

Mr.  GILLIES  would  like  to  see  £200  added 
to  the  sum  of  £500  put  down  as  *'  Expenses  of 
printing  Transactions  of  New  Zealand  Insti- 
tute,** as  these  Transactions  afforded  most  valu- 
able information  to  the  public. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  Transactions  of  the 
Institute  were  most  interesting  and  important, 
and  had  been  the  means  of  giving  to  the  colony 
a  very  valuable  and  useful  literature.  It  was 
not  competent  for  the  Conamittee  to  increase 
the  amount.  If  the  amount  on  the  estimates 
^vasnot  sufficient,. he  had  no  doubt  the  Govern- 
ment would  find  a  means  of  supplementing  it. 

Mr.  FULTON  would  like  some  information 
legazding  the  item,  **  Compilation  of  Maori 
mstory,  £200  " — as  to  what  progress  was  being 
made  with  the  work. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  agreement  with  Mr. 


White  for  the  compilation  of  Maori  history  was . 
for  four  years,  and  the  fourth  year  was  about 
to  expire.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  work 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  It  had 
been  examined,  and  reported  upon  favourably, 
by  experts. 

Mr.  MOSS  believed  the  gentleman  who  was 
compiling  this  History  had  more  information, 
to  record  than  any  man  in  New  Zealand.  He 
was,  he  (Mr.  Moss)  believed,  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion, and  the  payment  of  a  small  addition, 
would  enable  him  to  continue  this,  work  at  very 
little  cost  to  the  colony. 

Mr.  SEDDON,  referring  to  the  item,  "  Bonus 
for  encouragement  of  local  industries,  £1,000," 
said  that,  considering  the  population  and  re- 
sources of  New  Zealand,  it  was  behind  the 
other  colonies  in  regard  to  local  industries.. 
The  amount  on  the  estimates  could  not  be 
increased ;  but  the  Government  should  during 
the  recess  see  what  means  could  be  taken  to 
push  forward  local  industries  at  a  far  greater 
pace  than  at  present.  New  Zealand  should  be 
the  foremost  in  manufactures^  provision  should 
be  made  for  giving  trades  to  the  thousands  of 
children  now  in  the  colony.  It  was  a  standing . 
disgrace  for  New  Zealand,  with  its  natural 
advantages  and  resources,  to  be  behind  the 
other  colonies.  Last  year  a  sum  of  £500  was 
put  down  for  importation  of  ova  of  salmon  and 
other  fish  ;  but  no  sum  was  placed  on  the  pre- 
sent estimates.  He  thought  some  provision 
should  be  made. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  question  of  local  in- 
dustries was  one  of  vast  importance,  and  the 
Government  intended  to  deal  with  it  systema- 
tically. He  knew  that  some  honourable  mem- 
bers .  had  sneered  at  the  suggestion  made  in 
the  Financial  Statement  as  to  holding  indus- 
trial exhibitions ;  but,  if  they  did  not  arrive  at  a 
conclusion  as  to  the  present  condition  of  their 
industries,  they  could  not  make  a  start  in  the 
way  of  improvement.  In  America  they  started 
what  were  called  State  Fairs,  where  the  pro- 
ducts of  various  industries  were  exhibited. 
These  had  proved  of  vast  service,  and  after  a 
few  years  they  became  self-supporting.  The 
Government  must  endeavour  to  obtain  infor- 
mation which  might  lead  the  people  to  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  as  to  how  far  it  was  desirable 
to  push  certain  industries,  and  how  far  they 
could  ultimately  be  carried  on  with  gain.  There 
were  many  industries  that  might  require  assist- 
ance at  the  outset,  but  which  afterwards  might 
become  exceedingly  vigorous,  and  not  only  self  ^ 
supporting,  but  the  means  of  yielding  large  reve- 
nue. He  knew  of  no  colony  or  country  so  im- 
portant as  New  Zealand  which  was  so  far  re- 
moved from  land  on  every  side.  In  his  opinion 
her  isolated  position  would  be  very  much  to  her 
advantage  in  the  way  of  rearing  up  a  population 
that  would  be  self-reliant  and  home-producing. 
It  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
leave  no  stone  unturned  with  the  view  of  ob- 
taining information  as  to  how  and  by  what 
means  local  industries  might  be  promoted. 
He  believed,  indeed,  that  the  importance  of  the 
subject  Would  justify  him  in  going  further  back» 
and  asking  whether  our  system  of  education. 
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went  far  enough  toward  assisting  what  hio  be- 
lieved to  be  the  destiny  of  the  colony  —  the 
becoming  a  self-supporting  population,  pro- 
ducing all  its  chief  requirements :  in  other 
words,  was  sufficient  attention  paid  to  tech- 
nical education?  Ho  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  technical  education  sliould  be  an  element 
•in  the  education  system.  On  the  supplemen- 
tary estimates  there  would  be  a  vote  of  £1,000 
for  the  industrial  exhibition.  As  for  this 
£1,000  for  bonuses,  it  was  not  expected  tliat 
inore  than,  that  would  be  claimed  before  the 
31st  March  next.  As  to  tlie  acclimatization 
of  fish,  there  were  five  societies — those  of  Wel- 
lington, Christchurch,  Dunedin,  Oamaru,  and 
Timaru — which  were  together  subscribing  £250, 
and  the  Government  would  give  £250 — £1  for 
£1 — and  £100  in  addition.  The  money  was  to 
be  expended  in  despatching  Home  a  gentleman 
who  had  special  knowledge  of  and  took  a  large 
interest  in  the  subject,  with  a  view  to  his 
■bringing  out  a  shipment  of  salmon  ova. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  for  information 
about  the  Domesday  Book,  which  had  been 
prepared  at  a  cost  of  £2,200. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  this  extravagant  work 
was  almost  ready  for  issue.  There  would  be 
700  copies  for  sale.  They  would  bo  sold  for 
£1  lOs.  each. 

Vote,  £23,058,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Minister  of  Justice. 

Department  of  Justice,  £735,  agreed  to. 

Crown  Law  Office,  £2,275,  agreed  to. 

Patent  Office,  £145,  agreed  to. 

Supreme  Court,  £8,635. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  inquired  why  the  Deputy- 
Jlegistrar  at  Auckland  received  less  salary  than 
►other  Deputy-Registrars  at  the  centres  of  jwpu- 
dation. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  he  would  look  into  the  varia- 
tion in  salary  referred  to. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  said  it  would  be  found  that 
this  officer  had  not  been  so  long  in  the  service 
as  others. 

Mr.  SA^IUEL  drew  attention  to  the  small 
salary  —  £375  —  paid  to  the  Registrar  at  New 
Plymouth.  Besides  being  Registrar,  he  was  also 
District  Judge,  sitting  at  New  Plymouth,  Ha- 
"wera,  Patea,  Wanganui,  and  Palmcrston  North, 
and  also  Resident  Magistrate,  sitting  at  New 
Pl}Tnouth,  Waitara,  and  Opunake,  and  Native 
Trust  Commissioner  for  the  district ;  and  the 
-salary  was  not  sufficient  to  command  respect. 
"The  officer  in  question  was  a  barrister  and 
solicitor,  and  was  universally  esteemed  and  re- 
spected. Yet,  whilst  the  other  four  District 
Judges  in  the  colony  got  from  £650  to  £900  a 
year,  and  thirteen  Resident  Magistrates  who 
were  not  professional  men  at  all  got  over  £500, 
Hhis  gentleman  received  only  £375. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  he  recognized  the  disparity 
referred  to,  and  would  give  the  subject  his  con- 
sideration during  the  recess. 

Vote,  £8,035,  agreed  to. 

Bankruptcy,  £3,150. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  hoped  the  Government  would 
look  into  the  matter,  and  see  if  the  colony 
-was  not  losing  something  over  this  expendi- 
Sir  J,  Vogel 


ture.  He  did  not  see  why  it  should  do  so,  and 
considered  that  the  creation  of  paid  Gotem- 
ment  officers  to  administer  debtors'  estates  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors  only  was  unwise  and 
unfair  to  the  community. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  thought  the  expenditure  was 
fully  recouped  by  fees. 
Vote,  £3,150,  agreed  to. 
DiFtrict,  Resident  Magistrates',  and  Wardens' 
Courts,  £48,597. 

]Mr.  COWAN  brought  under  notice  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  In-  • 
vercargill  received  less  than  similar  officers  at 
Clyde,  Oamaru,  and  other  places,  where  the 
business  was  not  half  so  great.  He  asked  that 
at  any  rate  the  £75  travelling  allowance  should 
be  added  to  and  reckoned  as  part  of  the  salary, 
so  that  when  this  officer  retired,  as  he  would 
soon  be  entitled  to  do,  his  pension  should  be 
calculated  on  the  average  amount  of  salary  for 
his  last  three  years  of  service. 

^Ir.  TOLE  promised  to  consider  the  matter. 

Ut.  SEDDON  called  the  attention  of  the 
Minister  to  tlie  fact  that  no  provision  was  made 
for  the  police  officer  who  had  to  undertake  the 
duties  of  clerk  at  Stafford.  There  was  a  great 
anomaly  in  the  travelling  allowances  to  officers 
in  this  department.  The  allowances  were  given 
in  proportion  to  salary^  although  the  lowest- 
paid  officer  had  to  pay  as  much  for  travelling 
expenses  as  the  highest-paid,  and  some  officers' 
travelling  allowances  amoimted  to  as  much  as 
their  salaries. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  provision  would  be  m&de 
on  the  supplementary  estimates  for  th«  police 
officer  referred  to.  He  admitted  there  were 
great  anomalies  in  the  system  of  travelling 
allowances,  which  required  careful  attention. 
With  regard  to  the  Resident  Maf^trate  at 
Clyde,  he  had  agreed  to  commute  his  allow- 
ance for  £450.  Last  year  it  amounted  to  £700 
under  the  regulations. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  the  large  amount  paid  to 
the  Magistrate  at  Clyde  suggested  the  advis- 
ability of  appointing  two  Magistrates  for  that 
district. 

Vote,  £48,597,  agreed  to.* 

Criminal  prosecutions,  £11,000,  agreed  to. 

Fees  and  expenses  on  inquests,  £3,000, 
agreed  to. 

^Miscellaneous,  £3,350,  agreed  to.  • 

Prisons,  £36,378. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  wished  to  know  why 
in  Auckland  there  were  two  Chief  Warders, 
whereas  in  all  the  other  centres  of  population 
there  w^as  only  one.  He  understood  that  one 
of  these  was  appointed  unnecessarily. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  one  of  these  had  been  dis- 
i;iissed  from  the  service  at  Diinedin,  but  had 
been  reinstated,  and  sent  to  the  Auckland  Gaol 
as  being  the  next  largest  gaol. 

Mr.  O'CALLAGHAN  would  like  the  Minister 
of  Justice  to  take  a  note  of  the  fact  that  the 
matron  at  the  Addington  Geiol  only  got  £60 
a  year,  whereas  other  matrons  were  receiving 
£80  in  gaols  where  there  was  much  less  work 
to  do. 

^Ir.  TOLE  would  take  a  note  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEiWART  pointed  oat  that  a 
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stranger  had  been  appointed  to  the  charge  of 
the  Lytt^lton  Gaol  over  the  head  of  oilicers 
who  had  been  long  in  the  service. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  that  this  was  a  most  com- 
petent officer,  whor  had  had  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years'  experience  in  some  of  the  principal 
gaols  in  England,  and  he  understood  there  was 
no  one  in  the  colony  so  fitted  for  the  appoint- 
ment as  he  was. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  thought  it  would 
foster  discontent  among  the  officers  if  dcscr\^ing 
men  had  strangers  appointed  over  their  heads. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  Government  were  bound 
to  get  the  best  men  they  could  forthc  service, 
and  not  always  simply  adhere  to  a  hard-and- 
fast  rule  of  promotion,  which  might  not  result 
in  securing  the  most  competant  officer. 

Vote,  £36,378,  agreed  to. 

Class  DC. — Minister  for  Native  Affairs. 
Native  Department,  £3,535,  agreed  to. 
Native  Land  Court,  £14,693,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous  services,  £83,  agreed  to. 

Glass  X. — Minister  of  Mines. 
Klines  Department,  £2,258,  agreed  to. 
Sliscellaneous,  £19,050,  agreed  to. 

Class  XII. — Minister  of  Defence. 

Militia  and  Volunteers,  £26,856.     . 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  whether  ar- 
rangements would  be  made  for  holding  the 
annual  competition  at  Christchurch. 
.  Mr.  BALLANCE  understood  that  it  had  been 
arranged  that  the  competition  should  be  held 
at  Wellington. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  would  move  that  the  item 
for  the  prize-firing  should  be  struek  out. 
Southern  competitors  could  not  afford  the 
time  and  expense  of  coming  to  Wellington, 
and  the  Minister  had  been  memorialized  to 
dinde  the  money. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  it  would  be  decidedly 
inconvenient  and  inadvisable  to  divide  the  vote 
this  year.  He  would  take  steps  to  ascertain 
what  the  view?  of  the  Volunteers  were  with 
regard  to  di\'iding  the  vote  in  future. 

Mr.  W.  J-.  STEWARD  said  Christchurch  was 
the  most  convenient  place  for  holding  the  com- 
petition. 

Vote,  £26,856,  agreed  to. 

Armed  Constabulary,  £96,042. 

Mr.  O'CONOI^  asked  if  the  Minister  of  De- 
fence would  have  any  objection  to  restoring 
the  rank  of  inspectors  and  sub-inspectors  to 
tho55e  who  had  been  disrated  to  the  ranks  of 
sergeants  and  sergeants-major.  Their  past  ser- 
vices entitled  them  to  this  rank,  and  they  would 
be  glad  to  have  it  restored  to  them  without  the 
pay. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  had  the  question  under 
consideration,  and  he  thought  it  desirable,  if 
possible,  to  restore  to  them  their  former  titles. 
They  considered  that  they  had  lost  caste  by 
losing  their  titles — that  it  was  a  social  degrada- 
tion. He  quite  s>Tnpathized  with  them,  and  if 
he  could  restore  to  them  their  former  titles  he 
vould  do  so. 
Mr.  SHBIMSKI  said  there  was  an  officer  in 


his  district  who  had  been  a  public  servant  for 
thirty  years,  and  by  industry  and  careful  atten- 
tion to  his  duties  he  had  become  an  Inspector.. 
Suddenly  he  was  reduced,  not  only  in  pay,  but 
in  uniform,  and  it  was  a  degradation  not  only 
to  himself,  but  to  his  family.  He  hoped  the 
^linister  would  see  his  way  to  restore  to  these 
men  their  former  titles. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  whether  the  Minister 
was  aware  that  grievances  existed  in  many  of 
the  Otago  stations,  chiefly  Dunedin.     It   ap-    • 
pcared   that  a  good  deal  of   favouritism  was 
shown. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  had  seen  anonymous- 
charges  preferred  against  Dunedin  officers.  Ho 
could  not  say  that  he  attached  much  import- 
ance to  them;  buti  further  inquirj'-  would  bo 
made. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  would  like  to  know  where- 
the  increase  conmienccd  and  where  it  ended  in 
the  ser\'ice.    ' 

Mr.  BALLANCE  could  not  give  particulars. 
Of  course,  both  character  and  long  service  were 
taken  into  account. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM  wished  to  know  whether,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  found  that  was  not 
so,  he  would  get  it  altered.  He  (Mr.  Levestam) 
understood  that  after  ten  years'  service  there- 
was  no  increase. 

Mr.  BALLANCE.— Yes. 
Vote,  £06,042,  agreed  to. 
Field  Force,  £56,739,  agreed  to. 
Stores  and  magazines,  £3,184. 
Mr.  HATCH  would  like  an  explanation  of 
the  amounts  paid  to  magazine-keepers,  which 
varied   from   £o   to   £183.      Generally,   in   the 
South,  the  magazines  were  under  the  Corpora- 
tions, and  he  wished  to  know  if  these  amounts 
represented  rent. 

:Mr.  BALLANCE  said  in  some  instances  an 
officer  had  special  charge  of  a  magazine  and 
was  paid  a  salary  for  it,  while  in  other  in- 
stances the  magazine-keeper  perfonned  other 
duties  and  was  merely  paid  an  addition  to  his- 
salary. 

Vote,  £3,184,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £606,  agreed  to. 

Class  XIII. — Minister  of  Lands  and 
Mines. 

Crown  Lands  Department,  £21,754. 

Mr.  COWAN  understood  that  the  Chief  Sur-^ 
veyor  now  occupied  the  position  of  Commis- 
sioner of  Crown  Lands,  and  wished  to  know  if 
he  received  the  salary  of  Commissioner  in  ad- 
dition, as  the  full  salary  was  voted. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Chief  Surveyor 
received  his  own  salary,  with  a  small  addition 
^-about  £50 — for  acting  as  Commissioner.  The 
estimates  were  made  up  before  the  change  took 
place. 

Mr.  BEVAN  would  like  an  explanation  of 
the-  item,  **  Laud  Officer,  Jackson's  Bay,"  the 
nature  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  the  ne- 
cessity for  its  continuance. 

^Ir.  BALLANCE  said  the  officer  had  other 
duties  to  perform,  as  ho  was  also  Resident 
^lagistrate  and  Receiver  of  Gold  Revenue. 

Mr.  HATCH  wished  to  know  if  it  was  the. 
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fact  that  a  person  in  the  Babbit  Department 
had  been  appointed  Inspector  of  ForcHts.  He 
'thought  the  Hanger  might  have  fulfilled  the 
duties. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  the  Inspector  of 
Forests  had  been  paid  a  salary  of  £250  a  year, 
.  but  the  present  officer  only  received  £100  a  year. 

Vote,  £21,754,  agreed  to. 

^liscellaneous,  £10,963. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  would  like  to  know  from  the 
Minister  of  Lands  if  they  intended  to  continue 
these  Waste  Lands  Boards.  In  Otago  the 
Lands  Board  was  anything  but  satisfactory. 
He  trusted  s(5me  change  would  be  made  at  an 
early  date.  He  would  like  to  have  the  assur- 
ance of  the  Premier  that  such  would  be  the 
case. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  this  was  a 
question  of  local  government,  and  must  be 
considered  in  connection  with  the  proposals 
generally  of  the  Government.  They  did  not 
intend,  of  course,  in  passing  the  estimates,  to 
make  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  Lands 
Boards. 

Vote,  « 10,968,  agreed  to. 

Coal  Fields,  £200,  agreed  to. 

]Mines,  £10,500,  agreed  to. 

SurN'cv  Department,  £108,852. 

Mr.  COWAN  asked  whether  the  Chief  Sur- 
veyor at  Invcrcargill  would  be  paid  full  salary 
in  both  capacities  of  Chief  Sur\'eyorand  Crown 
"  Lands  Commissioner. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  officer  would  only 
be  paid  one  salary.  The  amalgamation  of 
offices  had  taken  place  since  the  estimates 
were  printed. 

Vote,  £108,852,  agreed  to. 

Class  XIV. — Colonial  Treasurer. 
Rates  on  Crown  and  Native  lands,  £60,000, 
i  agreed  to. 

Government  Insurance  Department. 
.  Vote,  £40,309,  agreed  to. 

Public  Trust  Office  Account. 
Vote,  £4,170,  agreed  to. 

•  Class  XL — Minister  for  Public  W^orks. 

Working  Railways,  £706,000. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE  asked  if  it  was  not  possible 
■  to  effect  an  amalgamation  among  the  engineer- 
ing departments.  The  engineering  was  divided 
into  a  needless  number  of  departments,  and 
i  amalgamation  would  be  an  advantage.  There 
were  three  sets  of  engineers  in  the  South 
Island. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  thouglit  it  necessary 
.  and  advisable  to  amalgamate  the  two  engineer- 
ing branches,  but  not  the  locomotive  parts  of 
the  business. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE  asked,  how  soon  would  indo- 
•  pendent  Boards  of  Inquiry  be  appointed  ?  ' 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  there  had  been 
no  possible  chance  of  doing  anything  yet,  but 
as  soon  as  the  session  was  over  he  would  look 
into  it,  and  see  what  could  be  done. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE  asked  if  it  was  intended  to 
,  provide  proper  accommodation  for  gatekeepers. 
Mr,  Hatch 


He  understood  they  were  now  kept  oat  at  all 
hours  and  in  all  weathers  without  any  belter 
whatever. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  in  one  or  two 
cases  shelter  had  been  provided ;  but  it  was 
found  that  the  privilege  was  abused,  as  the  men 
kept  under  shelter  and  neglected  their  duty ; 
so  the  shelter  was  taken  away. 

Mr.  v\\  WHITE  said  that  in  the  caea  tiie 
honourable  gentleman  referred  to  a  full  inquiry 
would  satisfactorily  prove  that  the  man  was 
not  to  blame.  The  men  could  discharge  their 
duty  better  if  shelter  were  provided;  and  if 
they  neglected  their  duty  there  was  the  usual 
remedy  of  dismissal.  But  they  ought  to  be 
given  shelter. 

lilr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  particular 
case  the  honourable  gentleman  referred  to  had 
been  considered  in  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE  did  not  know  when  it  had 
come  up  in  the  House. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  a  question  had 
been  put  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  he  had 
answered  it. 

Ut.  brown  asked  if  it  would  not  be  better 
to  have  the  permanent-way  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Public  Works  Department.  There 
should  bo  only  one  department — those  who 
made  the  railways  could  certainly  repair  them. 
As  it  was  now,  there  were  duplicate  Engineers, 
duplicate  Inspectors,  and  so  on,  and  there  was 
a  very  large  amount  of  unnecessary  correspon- 
dence between  the  two  departments  in  the  case 
of  every  little  job.  One  department  had  to 
authorize  and  find  funds,  and  the  other  did  the 
work.  He  thought  the  permanent-way  could 
very  well  be  placed  under  the  Public  Works 
Department,  thus  saving  a  divided  responsi- 
bility and  getting  more  economical  manage- 
ment. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  under  the  pre- 
sent system  of  management  the  change  could 
not  take  place,  because  there  would  be  divided 
responsibility,  wh.ch  would  probably  lead  to 
endangering  the  lives  of  the  public. 

^Ir.  LE  VEST  AM  saw  some  items  increased 
— "  Maintenance,"  for  instance,  in  every  case. 
W'as  that  with  a  view  to  paying  the  men  for 
Good  Fridav  and  Christmas  Day  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHAI'X)SON  said  these  estimates 
were  printed  long  before  the  question  had  been 
raised  in  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE  asked  if  provision  would  be 
made  on  the  supplementary  estimates  to  pay 
the  men  for  holidavs. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  permOnent- 
way  men,  platelayers,  labourers,  and  others 
would  be  paid  out  of  this  vote. 

Mr.  W.  WHITE  said  he  understood  the  men 
could  not  be  spared  on  ordinary  holidays. 
Would  they  get  other  days  in  lieu  of  those 
days  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  matter 
would  be  gone  into,  and  some  arrangements 
made  as  to  when  the  diiferent  classes  of  men 
could  take  holidays.  It  was  quite  impossible 
to  let  off  the  bulk  of  the  men  on  public  holi- 
days, as  those  were  the  days  on  which  the  rail- . 
ways  were  busiest. 
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Mr.  W.  WHITE  asked  if  the  men  would  in 
«ny  case  get  the  number  of  days  they  were  en- 
titled to. 

Mr.  E.RICHARDSON  said  the  question 
irodd  be  gone  into  csurefully,  and  the  oest  ar- 
TKOgements  made  for  the  men  consistent  with 
the  ef5ciency  of  the  service.  In  any  case  the 
men  would  get  what  they  were  entitled  to. 

Vote,  £706,000,  agreed  to. 

<7oyeinment  domains,  £1,200,  agreed  to. 

Public  buildings,  £28,700,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous  services,  £4,760,  agreed  to. 

Progress  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  two  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Wednesday t  5th  November ^  1884, 


riret  Reading  —  Third  Reading  —  Cock-flghting  at 
Marsden — ^Annexation  and  Federation— Consoli- 
dated Stock  Bill— Land  Bill  — Officers  of  the 
Gooncil  —  Consolidated  Stock  Bill  —  Municipal 
Corporations  Bill  — Beet -root  Sugar  Bill  — New 
Zealand  Loan  Bill— Property-Tax  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  took  the  chair  at 
lialf-past  two  o'clock. 

PlUYEBS. 

FIRST  READING. 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill. 

THIRD  READING.  . 
Life  Assurance  Policies  Bill. 

•  COCK-FIGHTING  AT  MARSDEN. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  desired  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Grovemment  to  the  decision 
given  by  the  Resident  Magistrate  at  Grey- 
month  in  relation  to  the  recent  cock-fighting 
case  at  Marsden,  and  to  move,  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Council,  some  inquiry  should 
be  made  or  further  proceedings  taken.  He 
had  some  days  ago  called  attention  to  an  in- 
fraction of  the  law  in  this  matter,  and  he  had 
noticed  in  the  morning  paper  of  that  day  the 
ioUowing  telegram  from  Greymouth,  dated  the 
4th  November : — 

"  Nine  persons  were  charged  at  the  Resident 
Magistrate's  Court  this  morning  with  aiding 
and  abetting  cock-fighting  at  Marsden  on  the 
7th  of  October.  Counsel  for  the  defence  raised 
several  technical  objections,  one  of  which  was 
keld  to  be  fatal,  and  the  case  was  dismissed. 
The  Magistrate  commented  in  severe  terms 
upon  the  case,  and  hoped  that  the  disgrace 
and  exposure  would  prove  sufficient  to  j>rev6nt 
aay  further  exhibitions  of  the'  kind.  He  di- 
leeted  that  no  further  proceedings  should  be 
taken  in  the  matter." 

He  had  been  furnished  with  a  number  of 
papers  circulating  in  that  district,  and*found 
that  in  them  there  were  articles  from  day  to 
^y  deprecating  this  prosecution ;  it  was  treated 
with  ail  ridicule,  and  there  were  such  phrases 
as  these  used :  "  We  have  not  a  word  to  say  in 


defence  of  what  is  called  an  amusement,"  and 
in  another  place  it  was  stated  to  be  a  very 
trivial  infraction  of  the  law,  and  throughout 
a  hope  was  expressed  that  the  prosecution 
would  fail.  He  had  also  been  furnished  with 
information — which  he  was  not  allowed  to  make 
use  of,  but  which  he  had  every  confidence  was 
reliable — to  the  effect  that  this  was  a  common 
practice  there ;  and  that  it  had  been  practically 
connived  at  by  the  police  there  could  be  no 
doubt  at  all.  He  had  a  letter  which  stated  that  - 
this  cock-fighting  on  the  7th  of  October  was 
perfectly  well  known  long  beforehand.  The 
head  of  the  police  was  aware  of  it,  and  had  ap- 

? minted  only  one  man  to  watch  what  took  place, 
he  thing  was  perfectly  public.  There  was  a 
large  entertainment  in  the  evening,  when  fifty 
or  sixty  people — called  the  respectable  people 
of  the  district — were  present,  and  it  was  looked 
upon  as  a  creditable  performance.  He  had  also 
heard  that  since' this  prosecution  had  been 
commenced  the  practice  had  been  repeated, 
and,  when  the  attention  of  the  police  had  been 
called  to  it,  the  Inspector  had  said,  "  Oh,  I  am 
not  going  to  bother  about  it ;  the  Superinten- 
dent has  been  told  of  it,  and  I  do  not  intend 
to  take  any  steps."  When  he  had  raised  this 
question  in  the  Council  on  a  previous  day,  he 
had  been  laughed  at.  He  did  not  consider  it 
was  a  laughing  matter  at  all.  He  considered 
that  it  was  the  most  brutal  exhibition  that 
could  take  place.  He  was  also  informed  that 
it  was  of  frequent  occurrence  on  Sundays ;  and 
that  showed  how  general  it  had  become.  That 
being  so,  his  object  was  to  have  an  assurance 
from  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the 
matter  would  be  inquired  into.  Evidently, 
though  the  Magistrate  might  have  done  his 
duty  in  dismissing  the  case  on  technical 
points,  he  had  no  authority  whatever  to  direct 
the  police  to  take  no  further  proceedings.  He 
(Mr.  Wilson)  hoped  his  honourable  friend 
would  teach  the  Magistrate  a  very  sharp  lesson, 
and  tell  him  that  it  was  not  for  him,  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  to  direct  that  no  further  proceed- 
ings should  be  taken,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
instead  of  giving  effect  to  technical  objections, 
to  direct  the  laying  of  fresh  informations.  A 
certain  class  of  practitioners  attended'  theso 
Courts,  and  in  any  case  of  difficulty  they  would 
take  care  to  raise  technical  points,  and  the 
Magistrate,  being  afraid  to  trust  his  own  judg- 
ment, dismissed  the  case.  That  was  a  com- 
mon practice.  Such  cases  ought  not  to  be 
dismissed  at  all,  but  the  Magistrate  should 
direct  fresh  informations  to  be  laid.  It  was  his 
plain  duty  as  a  Magistrate  not  to  dismiss  the 
case  on  the  ground  that  the  informations  were 
bad,  but  to  direct  fresh  informations  to  be  laid. 
He  moved  the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR  thought  it  only  right 
to  say  that  the  thing  could  not  have  been  of  a 
very  public  character,  for,  though  living  on  the 
West  Coast  at  the  time,  he  had  heard  nothing^ 
about  it  until  it  was  brought  forward  in  the 
Council.  People  generally  heard,  in  small 
places,  of  all  that  was  going  on ;  and  therefore 
this  could  not  be  a  common  pract'ice,  or  one 
generally  indulged  in.    The  Legislature  should. 
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be  very  careful  in  passing  censure  or  comments 
on  the  actions  of  Magistrates  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duty.  Honourable  members  Were  not 
in  a  position  to  know  what  reasons  the  Magis- 
trate had  lor  acting  as  he  did.  Honourable 
members  probably  had  not  forgotten  the  case 
of  the  woman  Ang61ique  Therasse,  in  which 
the  Legislature  interfered  —  the  lilinister  of 
Justice  hurrying  to  the  gaol  to  release  her  on  a 
Sunday — only  to  find  afterwards  that  he  was 
wrong  and  the  Magistrate  right,  the  woman 
being  guilty,  and  a  bad  character!  That  case 
should  be  a  warning  to  them  not  to  impugn 
the  conduct  of  the  Magistrate  until  they  had 
all  the  facts  before  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  -WATERHOUSE  thought  the 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  enable  both 
sides  of  the  question  to  be  heard.  It  did  not 
impugn  the  conduct  of  the  Magistrate  in  any 
way  whatever.  The  case  had  been  referred  to 
in  the  newspapers,  and  he  thought  the  reports 
were  quite  sufficient  to  show  that  further  in- 
quiry was  needed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  said,  as  a  citizen 
living  at  the  place  where  this  occurrence  was 
said  to  have  teiJcen  place,  he  must  emphatically 
deny  that  such  discreditable  things  were  of 
frequent  occurrence.  He  hfitd  lived  on  the 
West  Coast  for  nineteen  years,  and  was  pretty 
well  informed  of  what  was  going  on  there  ;  and 
thisL  W8bs  the  second  time  he  had  ever  heard  of 
oock-fighting  taking  place,  the  first  being  some 
years  ago,  when  the  negligence  of  the  police 
was  complained  of.  He  must  deny  altogether 
that  respectable  persons  had  taken  part  in 
this,  and,  for  the  credit  of  the  place,  he  hoped 
honourable  members  would  not  believe  that 
such  was  the  case.  Ho  could  assure  them 
this  was  a  pastime  which  was  indulged  in  by 
only  a  few,  and  not  respectable  persons  either. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  thought  it  very  un- 
desirable that  the  Council  or  the  Government 
Itself  should  interfere  with  Magistrates,  or 
with  the  course  of  justice  at  all,  unless  under 
Tery  extraordinary  circumstances.  Honourable 
members  should  npt  rely  on  the  reports  in  the 
newspapers,  for  he  found,  according  to  the 
newspapers,  that  he  always  spoke  and  voted  on 
the  opposite  side  to  that  on  which  he  did  speak 
and  vote.  Honourable  members  should  not 
take  up  their  time  on  matters  based  on  reports 
in  newspapers.  The  Government  coiild  look 
after  their  officers,  and  if  the  course  of  justice 
were  interfered  with  very  undesirable  results 
might  ensue.  The  case  had  been  decided,  and 
it  was  not  for  the  Council  to  take  any  further 
action.  The  case  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bonar  should  be  a  warning  to  them  to  refreun 
from  interfering  in  matters  connected  with  the 
administration  of  justice.  In  o^rder  to  dispose 
of  the  subject,  and  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  he  moved  **  the  previous  ques- 
tion." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKI/EY  said  it  might 
relieve  the  mind  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  to  be 
informed  that  inquiries  were  being  made,  and 
they  had  already  received  information  to  the 
ioUowing  'effect : — 

"  The  Inspector  of  Police  telegraphed  that  an 
Eon,  Mr,  Bonar 


information  was  laid  under  section  8,  *  Cruelty 
to  Animals  Act,  1880,'  and  dismissed  by  the 
Resident  Magistrate  with  a  caution,  as  he  held 
that .  the  information  disclosed  two  offences, 
the  charge  being  for  *  fighting  and  baiting.'  It 
was  clearly  proved  that  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted, but  the  Besident  Magistrate  direct 
that  no  fresh  information  be  laid." 

The  last  point  was  the  one  on  which  he 
desired  to  get  more  information.  It  was  a  very 
serious  thing  to  interfere  with  the  course  of 
justice,  and  in  any  case  they  could  form  no 
judgment  until  they  had  the  information  on. 
which  the  Magistrate  came  to  his  decision. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  Thai 
this  question  be  now  put." 

Ayes,  12. 
Acland  Johnston,  J. .     Richmond,  J.  0. 

Bamicoat  Kohere  Scotland 

Chamberlin       Mantell  Waterhouse 

Fraser  Pharazyn  Wilson. 

Noes,  16. 
Baillie  Hart  Peter 

Bonar  Lahmann  Reeves 

Brandon  Martin  Reynolds 

Buckley,  G.        McLean  Wigley 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Peacock  Williamson. 

Dignan 

Majority  against,  4. 

"  Previous  question  "  agreed  to. 

ANNEXATION  AND  FEDERATION. 

ADJOURNED  DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.—Sir,  I  thought 
it  would  be  my  duty  to  move  a  further  ad- 
journment of  this  debate,  because  I  was  under 
the  impression  yesterday  that  the  Coimcil  was  : 
disposed  to  think  that  any  such  resolution  : 
should  represent  the  united  opinion  of  the  j 
New  Zealand  Parliament,  and  could  more  { 
conveniently  be  first  debated  by  the  one  I 
Chamber,  and  then  transmitted  to  the  othK  | 
Chamber  with  a  request  for  its  concurrence. 
I  understand  now,  however,  that  members  aze 
more  disposed  to  pursue  the  discussion  of 
this  subject,  and  therefore  I  shall  leave  some 
honourable  gentleman  better  informed  on  the 
subject  than  I  am  to  move  a  further  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate,  \yith  regard  to  the  reso- 
lutions themselves,  I  have  only  to  say  that, 
in  my  opinion,  they  come  before  us  at  leiufe 
twenty-five  years  too  soon,  and  therefore  i& 
any  vote  on  the  subject  I  shall  give  my  voice 
in  that  direction  which  either  shelves,  or  nega- 
tives, or  disposes  summarily  of  them — I  'mil 
not  say  even  in  a  respectful  way.  I  wonid 
simply  say  that  submitting  such  resolutions 
at  this  time  to  a  body  of  adult  men  of  ordi- 
nary sense  and  intelligence  is  scarcely  compli- 
mentary to  them.  I  shall  l6ave  some  other 
honourable  member  to  initiate  any  coarse  that 
would  lead  to  negativing  these  resolutions,  re- 
serving to  myself  the  determination  to  vote  in 
support  of  a  motion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— These  reso- 
lutions are  of  a  very  important  character,  and 
I  think  it  would  be  undesirable  to  come  to  a 
decision  hastily  on  them  without  more  debate 
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upon  the  subject  than  we  have  had  yet.  I 
am  one  of  those  who  think,  however  desirable 
ledeiation  may  be  as  rep;ards  the  Australian 
Colonies,  that  we,  from  our  geographical  posi- 
tion, are  so  situated  as  to  render  it  undesirable 
that  there  should  be  the  same  close  connection 
between  us  and  the  Austiialian  Colonies  as  it 
is  desirable  that  there  should  bo  between  the 
Australian  Colonies  themselves ;  while  I  think 
any  action  of  ours  in  the  direction  of  federation 
upon  the  only  terms  upon  which  we  could 
Agree  to  federation  would  be  prejudicial  to  Aus- 
tralia itself.  From  the  geographical  position  of 
the  various  Australian  Colonies  it  is  desirable 
to  have  the  federal  tie  between  them  as  close  as 
possible.  There  is  no  reason  whatever  why  the 
aimed  forces  of  Australia  should  not  be  under 
one  command,  and  why  there  should  not  be 
the  closest  Customs  union  between  the  various 
parts  of  Australia.  Indeed,  it  is  evident  that,  if 
there  be  no  close  Customs  union  between  the 
several  parts  of  Australia,  as  those  colonies 
grow  in  population  and  influence  the  very  exis- 
tence of  Customs  duties  upon  the  border  will 
act  injuriously,  and  will  go  far  to  develop  in- 
imical feelings  between  the  different  colonies. 
For  these  reasons  I  shall  be  extremely  glad  to 
see  a  dose  federal  tie  existing  between  the 
vadoos  colonics.  Such  a  tie  would  place  the 
Australian  Colonies  in  a  position  in  which  they 
would  be  really  able  to  defy  the  aggression  of 
any  foreign  Power.  They  would  present  to 
foreign  Powers  a  population  50  per  cent,  greater 
than  that  of  the  American  Union  at  the  time 
it  broke  off  the  connection  with  England ;  and, 
with  improved  means  and  facilities  in  the 
shape  of  railways,  the  colonies- would  be  able 
to  gather  together  bjo.  armed  force  at  any  one 
point  liable  to  invasion  which  would  be  more 
than  a  match  for  that  which  any  other  Power 
—with  the  difficult  means  of  access  which  it 
would  possess,  and  with  the  great  distance  at 
which  Its  base  of  operations  would  necessarily 
be— would  be  able  to  bring  against  it.  But, 
Sir,  our  circumstances  are  entirely  different. 
A  federated  coimection,  if  it  means  anything 
whatever,  means  a  unity  of  command  of  armed 
forces.  Now,  it  would  be  utterly  impossible 
for  us  in  our  position,  being  several  days' 
journey  from  Australia,  to  -give  over  the  com- 
mand of  our  armed  forces  to  anybody  in  Aus- 
tialia;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  necessity 
ior  a  Customs  union  is  not  so  essential  in  the 
case  of  New  Zealand,  which  in  no  place  borders 
upon  Australia,  but  has  a  distinctly  marked 
boondary-line.  I  think,  therefore,  these  cir- 
cumstances should  be  borne  in  mind  in  con- 
nection with  the  resolutions  which  we  are  now 
called  upon  to  pass,  and  that  we  ought  clearly 
to  indicate  that  our  circumstances  are  such  as 
to  render  it  undesirable  thp.t  there  should  be  the 
same  close  federal  connection  between  us  and 
Australia  as  it  is,  in  the  interests  of  Australia 
itself,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  British  Empire, 
desirable  should  exist  in  Australia.  And,  Sir,  I 
shall  endeavour  to  give  effect  to  these  views  by 
moving  an  amendment  in  the  resolution  marked 
(«).  I  propose,  between  the  words  **  is "  and 
"premature,"  to  insert  the  words,  **so  far  as 
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New  Zealand  is  concerned;"  and  then  to  add 
the  following  words:  "  the  geographical  position 
of  New  Zealand  requiring  that  the  federal 
connection  between  New  Zealand  and  Aus- 
tralia should  be  less  close  than  that  between 
the  various  Australian  Colonies."  The  resolu- 
tion will  then  read  as  follows : — 

"That  the  establishment  of  such  a  Federal 
Council  as  is  proposed  in  the  Convention's  draft 
Bill  is,  so  far  as  New  Zealand  is  concerned^ 
premature,  the  geographical  position  of  New 
Zealand  requiring  that  the  federal  connection 
between  New  Zealand  and  Australia  should  be 
less  close  than  between  the  various  Australian 
Colonies." 

I  think  that,  if  these  words  are  added,  we  may 
omit  the  two  concluding  resolutions,  leaving  it 
to  the  Imperial  Act,- should  one  be  passed,  to 
indicate  what  means  are  to  be  taken  to  give 
effect  to  the  resolutions,  while  reserving  for  New 
Zealand  its  freedom  of  action,  although  pro- 
viding for  the  closest  and  most  intimate  union 
with  Australia,  short,  however,  of  federal  con- 
nection. I  propose  this  amendment  on  the 
resolution  thinking  that  it  is  called  for  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  I  think  it  is  ex- 
tremely desirable  that  so  far  as  Australia  is 
concerned  there  should  be  federation.  1  only 
wish  that  I  could  believe  that  the  federation  of 
Australia  was  immediately  practicable,  but  I 
am  fain  to  confess  that  I  do  not  believe  such  is 
the  case.  The  feeling  between  the  colonies  is 
not  of  that  close  and  friendly  relation  which  is 
essential  prior  to  the  various  colonies  enter- 
ing into  federation.  I  cannot  think  that  the 
country  is  ripe  for  federation,  because  it  is  not 
ripe  for  a  Customs  union.  A  Customs  union 
should,  I  think,  precede  federation.  An  amend- 
ment similar  to  the  one  I  propose  will  probably 
be  brought  forward  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  it  seems  to  me  so  reasonable 
that  I  anticipate  that  the  resolutions  carried  in 
the  two  Houses  will  be  very  much  to  the  same 
effect. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASER.— I  would  very 
much  rather  see  the  resolutions  negatived  alto- 
gether. I  do  not  see  what  we  have  to  do  with 
an  island  3,100  miles  away  from  New  Zealand. 
Our  interests  lie  in  a  totally  different  direction, 
— in  our  adjacent  islands ;  and  yet  not  a  word 
is  said  about  them  in  these  resolutions.  Why 
should  we  look  to  New  Guinea  ?  We  have  no 
quarrel  with  France;  and  what  have  we  to 
do  with  the  question  ?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man says  "Convicts;"  but  there  are  convict 
settlements  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  At 
Puntos  d' Arenas,  at  the  western  mouth  of  the 
Straits  of  Magellan,  there  is  a  Chilian  penal 
settlement;  numbers  of  the  convicts  escape 
into  the  Indian  territory  and  then  pass  into 
Buenos  Ayres,  but  the  people  there  do  not  go 
into  fits  Uke  the  Convention.  Again,  there  is  a 
convict  settlement  of  Brazilians  on  an  island 
in  the  Atlantic ;  but  the  English  and  American 
Governments  do  not  protest  against  them.  This 
fuss  about  r^cidivistes  is  perfectly  ridiculous. 
If  the  convicts  go  to  Australia  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  pass  stringent  laws  to  make  them  work 
upon  the  roads,  if  they  come  ashore  without 
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proper  papers.  In  New  South  Wales,  where  they 
are  exposed  to  the  visits  of  these  convicts,  they 
seem  to  be  averse  to  sanctioning  the  Convention 
proposals  ;  and  even  in  Queensland  they  think 
it  far  better  to  wait  and  see  what  tiie  Imperial 
Government  is  going  to  do.  I  do  not  dbject  to 
pay  a  sum  of  money  to  a  hospital  or  to  some- 
thing of  that  kind,  but  I  object  to  pay  money 
lor  die  annexation  of  New  Guinea,  which  is 
2,100  miles  from  here.  I  see,  also,  that  we  are 
going  to  give  them  a  man-of-war.  I  suppose 
we  shall  have  to  pay  £20,000  for  that.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  negative  these  resolutions  alto- 
gether ;  but,  if  not,  I  think  we  should  accept 
the  resolution  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  think  it  is  de- 
sirable, though  I  do  not  profess  to  be  able  to 
di.scuss  the  question  as  it  ought  to  be  discussed, 
to  say  that  I  think  there  is  another  side  to  the 
question  that  should  be  placed  before  the  Coun- 
cil before  they  throw  out  such  resolutions  as 
these.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  has  said 
that  a  Customs  union  would  be  advisable  ;  and 
no  doubt  it  would  be. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  — In  Aus- 
tralia. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ^fcLEAN.— Yes,  and  in  New 
Zealand  too.  I  think  it  would  be  greatly  to  our 
interests,  and  to  the  interests  of  our  trade,  if 
we  had  a  Customs  union  in  conjunction  with 
the  Australian  Colonies,  and  an  equal  Customs 
■tariff.  It  would  clear  many  difficulties  out  of 
the  way  of  commerce.  But,  before  that  is 
come  to,  we  shall  have  to  get  nearer  to  each 
other's  tariff,  and  I  think  we  shall  do  that 
before  long.  Of' course  Victoria  has  a  much 
higher  tariff  than  we  have,  and  New  South 
Wales  lias  a  very  low  tariff.  But  New  South 
Wales  has  for  a  long  time  been  doing  what  we 
did  —  that  is,  living  on  its  land  revenue,  and 
using  it  for  ordinary  expenditure.  So  long  as 
they  can  get  any  land  revenue,  no  doubt  they 
will  keep  clear  of  taxation ;  but  the  time  is 
coming  on  them,  as  it  came  upon  ourselves, 
when  the  land  revenue  will  decrease,  and  they 
will  be  obliged  to  bring  in  a  tariff  more  in  ac- 
cord with  those  prevailing  in  the  other  colonies. 
And,  when  that  is  the  case,  we  may  get  gra- 
dually to  a  Customs  union,  which  would  be  of 
great  benefit  to  us  as  well  as  to  the  Australian 
Colonics.  I  do  not  look  for  it  before  that  time. 
W^ith  regard  to  a  Federal  Council,  I  myself 
should  be  very  greatly  opposed  to  the  Council 
interfering  with  our  internal  affairs.  But  there 
are  certain  questions  which  the  Federal  Council 
could  legislate  upon  in  the  common  interest  of 
idl,  without  impairing  our  own  legislation  in 
any  way.  It  would  be  an  advantage  in  some 
cases  to  have  representations  made  by  a  united 
Council.  With  regard  to  what  my  honourable 
friend  has  said  about  the  forces  being  under 
one  command,  I  would  say  the  enemy  we  have 
to  fear  when  England  might  be  at  war  with 
any  other  country  is  such  vessels  as  the  "Ala- 
bama," which  might  come  to  levy  contribu- 
tions ;  and  I  myself  believe  that  if  New  Zea- 
land would  join  in  with  the  Australian  Colonies 
and  pay  so  much  to  support  their  war-ships, 
as  vessels  would  have  to  come  round  the  corner 
Hon.  Captain  Eraser 


of  Western  Australia,  it  would  be  easy  for  the 
colonial  war-ships  to  intercept  them.  This 
might  be  done  without  great  difficulty,  and 
would  be  of  great  advantage,  so  far  as  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand  is  ooncemed.  For 
a  moderate  amount  we  could  in  this  way 
protect  ourselves  from  such  ships  as  the  "  Ala- 
bama." An  honourable  gentleman  also  asked 
what  we  had  to  do  with  convicts.  Surely,  we 
have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  convicts  coming 
to  these  Islands.  The  honourable  gentleman 
could  surely  remember  a  time  when  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Colony  of  Victoria  rose  m 
masse  against  England  sending  her  convicts  as 
near  neighbours,  and  insisted  upon  stopping 
them ;  so  that  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that 
they  would  stand  quietly  by  and  see  French 
convicts  deported  close  to  their  shores.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  the  strong  representations  made 
have  been  the  means  of  inducing  the  French 
Government  to  modify  its  views  regarding  tho 
deporting  of  convicts.  This  is  one  of  the  ques- 
tions with  which  a  Federal  Council  could  deal 
with  great  advantage,  and  there  are  also  man/ 
others  which  might  be  mentioned,  without  the 
Council  interfering  with  our  internal  concerns. 
I  should  be  strongly  against  any  interference 
with  the  management  of  our  affairs ;  but  X 
think  we  maiy  safely  pass  the  resolutions.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  want  New  Zealand  to  hold 
an  isolated  position,  or  think  that  we  shoold 
sit  here  quietly  by  ourselves,  and  wait  till  thfl 
day  of  difficulty  arrives,  when  we  should  he 
glad  to  appeal  to  our  neighbours  who  had  made 
provision  for  defence  in  time  of  peace.  Qaiet 
is  not  prevailing  as  one  would  'like  to  see  it  in 
the  Old  Country,  and  we  might  well  make  a 
little  provision  in  time  of  peace,  so  as  to  he 
ready  for  any  emergency  that  may  arise.  It 
can  be  done  for  a  small  amount,  and  I  think 
we  can  well  spare  that  small  amount  for  thfl 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  common  advantage. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY.— I  intend  U 
vote  for  the  resolutions.  I  do  not  think  thfl| 
would  do  any  harm  in  the  meantime,  audi 
think  it  would  be  a  mistake,  if  joint  action  wen 
taken  by  the  other  Australasian  Colonies,  thai 
we  should  remain  in  an  isolated  position.  1 
agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  that  thi 
question  of  federal  union  may  be  a  questioo 
for  years  to  come,  but  circumstances  ma] 
occur  which  will  hasten  it  on  sooner  than  w« 
anticipate.  The  amendment  of  the  Hon.  Mr 
Waterhouse  would,  I  think,  to  a  certain  ex 
tent  indicate  that  we  wish  to  take  up  ai 
isolated  position,  and  for  that  reason  I  shal 
vote  against  the  amendment,  and  for  the  reso 
lutioiis  as  they  stand. 

The  Hon.  the  SPP^AKER.— The  Council  wil 
now  take  the  resolutions  seriatim. 

Resolutions  (a),  (6),  (c),  and  (d)  agreed  to. 

Resolution  (e). 

The  Council  divided  on  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wata 
house's  amendment. 

AvEs,  19. 

Acland  Dignan  Hart 

Barnicoat  Fraser  Jolmston,  J. 

Chamberlin       Grace  Nurse 
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Pttoock 
PhAraayn 
PoUen 
Reeves 

Richmond,  J.  C.  Wigley 
Scotland            Williamso 
Waterhouee       WUson. 

Noes,  11. 

BaiUie 
Bonar 
Bnmdon 
Buckley,  G. 

Buckley,  P.  A.  McLean 
Kohere               Peter 
Labxn&nn          Reynolds. 
Martin 

Majority  for,  8. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Rosolntion  (/). 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  think  the  Coun- 
•cil  will  see  that,  having  adopted  the  last 
claose,  it  may  be  regarded  as  the  rejection  of 
.^  the  scheme  of  a  Federal  Council,  and  that  fur- 
ther resolutions  having  reference  to  that  Coun- 
cil would  be  out  of  place  altogether.  I  think, 
the  Coimcil  having  gone  so  far  as  to  accept 
the  preceding  sections  of  the  resolution,  and 
having  decided  that  the  colony  ought  not  to 
take  any  part  in  the  Federal  Council,  its  busi- 
ness with  the  Federal  Council,  so  to  speak, 
ceases,  and  the  resolution  should  have  no  fur- 
ther reference  to  it.  It  appears  to  me  that 
[  there  is  a  fallacy  in  the  use  of  the  word  "  fede- 
ation"  in  this  connection.  There  can  be 
no  federation  in  any  true  sense  of  the  word 
between  colonies  which  are  not  sovereign 
States,  but  are  mere  dependencies  of  the 
British  Kmpire,  and  which  can  have  no  ex- 
ternal relations  of  their  own  independent  of 
the  Mother-coimtry.  In  these  circumstances 
there  can  be  no  federation  \vhich  could  be  pro- 
perly so  called.  I  think,  therefore,  that,  we 
having  gone  sufficiently  far  in  this  direction, 
the  remaining  resolutions  may  be  laid  aside. 
I  will  not  move  that  this  section  of  the  resolu- 
tion be  expunged  ;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  nega- 
tive it. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
P*esolution  (/)  be  agreed  to." 


BaiUie 
Bonar 

Buckley,  G. 
Bnckloy,  P.  A. 


Ayes,  11. 
Kohere  Peter 

Lahmann  Reynolds 

Martin  Wigley.  • 

McLean 


Noes,  20. 
Acland  Hart  Reeves 

Bamicoat  Henderson         Richmond,  J.  C. 

Brandon  Johnston,  J.       Scotland 

Chamberlin       Nurse  Waterhouse 

I^ignan  Peacock  Williamson 

Fraser  Pharazyn  Wilson. 

Grace  Pollen 

Majority  against,  9. 

Resolution  negatived. 

On  the  question,  That  the  motion  as  a 
v-holo,  as  amended,  be  agreed  to, 

The  Hon.  Mi.  BONAli  said, — I  regret  very 
much  the  action  the  Council  has  taken  to-day. 
I  think  it  a  pity  that  New  Zealand  should  set 
herself  up  in  an  isolated  position  apart  from 
the  other  colonics.  I  think  it  would  be  very 
much  more  to  our  interest  to  go  with  the  other 
colonies  in  the  matter  of  federation.    It  could 


do  no  harm  to  New  Zealand  to  associate  itself 
in  federation  with  the  Australian  Colonies.  It 
would  not  put  us  in  a  special  x>osition  as  re- 
gards the  other  colonies,  for  New  Zealand 
always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  able  to 
hold  her  own  in  connection  with  any  federation 
that  may  take  place.  I  therefore  think  that 
it  is  very  regrettable  that  on  such  an  occasion 
as  this — really  the  establishment  of  a  new 
Empire  in  the  southern  part  of  the  world — ^we 
should  be  the  one  part  of  the  colonies  to  stand 
out.  The  time  may  be  a  little  early,  but  I 
think  that,  in  matters  of  common  interest,  it 
behoves  us  to  band  ourselves  together  and  to 
take  a  decided  stand.  I  think  nothing  could 
be  more  disastrous  than  allowing  convicts  from 
other  countries  to  come  within  reach  of  our 
shores,  with  possibilities  of  coming  to  this  coun- 
try. I  myself  and  many  other  honourable 
members  can  recollect  the  decided  stand  taken 
by  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria  against  the 
influx  of  convicts.  The  whole  of  the  colonists 
rose  as  one  man  and  prevented  them  landing. 
It  cost  years  of  trouble,  expense,  and  excep- 
tional legislation,  and  it  was  not  until  the  bulk 
of  them  were  hanged  that  they  got  rid  of  the 
convict  element  there.  Let  us  take  care  so  to 
act  as  to  prevent  an  incursion  of  French  or 
other  convicts  from*  the  islands  of  the  Pacific ; 
and  it  is  because  I  feel  that  we  should  most 
earnestly  guard  against  that  that  I  regret  the 
Council  has  taken  up  the  isolated  position  we 
have  taken  in  dealing  with  these  resolutions 
to-day. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— I  do  not  think  the 
position  we  have  assumed  is  a  position  of  iso- 
lation. Nobody  seeks,  by  the  alteration  of  these 
resolutions,  to  lay  down  any  proposition,  except 
that  our  relation  to  this  particular  matter  is 
not  like  that  of  the  other  colonies.  We  have 
merely  defined  our  exact  position  in  respect  to 
this  matter,  and  I  consider  that  we  have  gone  a 
long  way  towards  strengthening  the  chance  of 
this  federation  being  given  effect  to  in  a  practi- 
cal shape.  I  do  not  think  anything  will  be  left 
undone  by  us  which  could  tend  to  the  further- 
ance of  the  objects  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  has 
referred  to.  Our  only  desire  is  to  show  that 
in  our  legislation  we  are  a  practical  people  deal- 
ing with  practical  things  in  a  liberal  yet  com- 
mon-sense wav,  as  they  come  before  us. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  — I  quite 
agree  with  the  Hon.  Dr.  Grace.  The  effect  of 
the  changes  we  have  made  in  these  resolutions 
will  not  be  to  weaken  the  federated  action  of 
these  colonies,  but  rather  to  strengthen  it  in 
Australia  as  distinct  from  New  .Zealand.  It 
is  quite  clear  that  we  can  only  enter  into  a 
federal  union  with  Australia  upon  terms  which 
would  render  the  federal  tie  looser  than  is  de- 
sirable in  the  interests  of  Australia  itself ; 
whereas  it  must  be  to  our  interest  as  New 
Zcalanders  to  see  a  strong  federation  in  Aus- 
tralia. The  circumstances  of  this  colony  are 
so  different  that  it  is  out  of  the  question  that 
the  federal  action  should  be  the  same  in  all 
respects  here  as  there.  This  is  no  new  view. 
I  was  lately  struck  by  an  article  in  the  London 
Times  in  which  attention  was  drawn  to  the  dis- 
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tlnction  between  New  Zealand  and  Australia, 
and  acknowledging  that,  owing  to  its  geogra- 
phical position,  the  connection  would  naturally 
not  be  so  close  between  New  Zealand  and  Aus- 
tralia as  it  was  desirable  it  should  be  between 
the  Australian  Colonies  themselves.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Bonar  was  mistaken  when  he  said  we  should 
stand  alone  in  our  action.  The  Legislature  of 
New  South  Wales  has  gone  far  beyond  what 
we  have  done,  and  has  decided  to  negative  for 
the  present  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions  ar- 
rived at  in  the  late  Conference. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

CONSOLIDATED  STOCK  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— The  object 
of  this  Bill  is  to  carry  into  effect  a  portion  of 
the  policy  enunciated  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
in  his  Financial  Statement.  It  has  two  pur- 
poses to  serve.  The  first  is  to  get  rid  of  what 
I  believe  is  considered  nowadays  the  very  great 
burden  of  a  sinking  fund ;  and  the  second,  by 
the  conversion  of  stock,  to  obtain  monqy,  li 
possible,  at  a  much  less  rate  of  interest  than 
we  are  paying  now.  This  measure,  when  intro- 
duced into  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
was  received  with  much  favour,  and  I  am  sure 
that  it  will  meet  with  the  same  favour  here. 
On  looking  at  the  Financial  Statement,  which 
I  invite  honourable  members  to  consider  care- 
fully, it  is  found  that  the  amount  of  money 
which  is  sent  from  the  colony  yearly  for  in- 
terest and  Sinking  Fund  is  something  enor- 
mous— something  over  £1,500,000 ;  and  about 
£250,000  of  that  goes  to  Sinking  Fund.  This 
is  a  very  serious  burden  on  the  taxpayers  of  the 
colopy  I  ^^^  I  think  no  honourable  gentleman 
will  dispute  the  fact  that,  if  we  are  to  con- 
tinue our  public  works  and  railways,  we  must 
not  impose  greater  burdens  on  the  taxpayers 
than  are  necessary.  By  the  provisioDS  of 
this  Bill  honourable  members  will  observe  that 
we  propose  to  convert  our  debentures  into 
bonds  bearing  a  less  rate  of  interest,  as  oppor- 
tunity may  arise.  It  is  not  intended  to  in- 
crease the  indebtedness  of  the  colony  as  from 
the  31st  March  last.  Beyond  that,  all  the  rest 
of  the  Bill  is  mere  ma.chineiy,  similar  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  passed  in  1877.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  can  give  honourable  gentlemen 
more  information  on  the  matter  than  is  con- 
tained in  the  Financial  Statement.  I  refer 
honourable  gentlemen  to  the  schedule  of  the 
Bill,  from  which  they  will  see  that  we  have 
nineteen  Loan  Acts  in  operation;  and,  if  we 
are  to  effect  the  great  purposes  for  which  the 
public  works  policy  was  intended,  the  sooner 
wc  place  our  finances  on  a  firm  and  sure  basis 
the  better.  I  beg  to  move  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— This  Bill 
has  not  been  in  the  hands  of  honourable  mem- 
bers many  hours,  and  they  have  had  to  con- 
sider it  at  the  same  time  as  they  have  had  to 
consider  and  master  a  number  of  other  Bills 
brought  forward  simultaneously,  which  are  on 
the  Order  Paper  for  consideration  to  day.  I 
have,  however,  devoted  as  much  attention  to 
the  mastcrirg  of  this  Bill  as  the  time  at  my 
Hon,  Mr,  Waterhouse 


disposal  enabled  me  to  do,  and  I  will  proceed 
to  give  the  Council  the  benefit  of  some  of  my 
investigations  into  it.     The  Bill  undoubtedly 
has  the  object  in  view  which  the  Hon.  thi 
Colonial  Secretary  has  stated,  that  of  enabling 
the  colony  to  borrow  an  amount  of  seven  and  a 
half  millions  sterling,  as  stated  in  the  Finan- 
cial Statement  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  with- 
out thereby  increasing  the  burden  of  interest 
which  at  the  present  time  it  has  to  pay.    I 
have  always  looked  upon  this  Sinking  Fund  as 
something  which  eventually,  sooner  or  later, 
would  have  to  be  reassumed  by  the  cblony ;  but 
I  hoped  that  the  resumption  of  this  Sinking 
Fimd  would  be  postponed  to  as  late  a  period 
as  possible,  in  o^er  that  it  might  enable  us  to 
surmount  the  financial  difficulties  which,  I  am 
sure,  as  the  result  of  our  borrowing  policy,  we 
shall  sooner  or  later  find  ourselves   involved 
in.    But  the  matter  has  come  before  us  rather 
sooner  than  we  anticipated,  and  it  is  for  Parlia- 
ment to  decide  whether  it  will  sanction  the 
proposal  now  made.    In  the  Financial  Stater 
ment   the  Colonial  Treasurer  stated  that  tba 
result  of  the  adoption  of  his  suggestions  would 
be  that  we  might  borrow  seven  and  a  half  ad- 
ditional millions  without   additional    annual 
charge    in    respect    of    interest.      Now,    Sir, 
those  seven  and  a  half  millions  represent  the 
interest  and  Sinking  Fund  paid  at  the  present 
time,  and  the  capitalization  of  the  amount  on 
which  Sinking  Fund  is  still  to  be  paid.    There 
would  be  practically  three  millions,  representing 
accrued  Sinking  Fund,  which  would  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  some  eight 
or  ten  years,  and  some  four  and  a  half  mil- 
lions, representing  the  capitalized  value  of  the 
saving  on  interest.     Now,  I  wcuat  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  mode  in  which, 
this  is  done,  and  the  way  in  which  this  money 
is  appropriated;,  and  I  must  ask  honourable 
gentlemen,   if  they  have  not  gone  carefully 
through  the  proposition,  to  follow  me,  with 
the  Bill  in  their  hands,  because  the  proposi- 
tion appears  to  me  to  be  of  a  most  novel  and,  I 
think,  most  objectionable  character.    In  clause 
6  theie  .is  provision  made  for  the  creation  of 
stock  to  the  amount  of  the  annual  increase  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  that  is,  of  the  amount  of 
four  and  a  half  millions,  and  that  is  inde- 
pendent of  the  amount  referred  to  in  clauses 
3  and  4.    This  stock  is  to  be  created,  and  ar- 
rangements are  made  for  its  disposal,  which, 
practically,  as  is  shown  in  the  3rd  subsection^ 
will  be  as  the  Colonial  Treasurer  directs.    The 
two  previous  subsections  may  be  disregarded, 
because  the  proviso  contains  these  very  compre- 
hensive words :  "  or  otherwise  as  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  may  direct."    Then,  this  section  fur- 
ther provides  that,  as  this  stock  is  created  and 
disposed  of,  the   proceeds  shall  go  into  the 
Public  Account  and  form  part  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund.    Now,.iif  honourable  members  will 
give  careful  consideration  to  clause  10  they 
will  get  some  additional  light  on  the  subject. 
According  to  that  clause,  until  tliis  stock  is 
created  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has  the  power 
to  issue  short-dated  debentures,  "which  ho  may 
dispose  of  in  such  manner  as  he  may   think. 
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proper,  and  in  stich  amonnts  as  he  may  think 
zi^t ;  and  of  course  the  proceeds  of  these  short- 
dated  debentures  would  go  into  the  Ck)nsoli- 
datod  Fund.  Practically,  therefore,  the  o^ra- 
tion  of  this  is  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  will 
have  at  his  disposal  debentures  to  the  amount 
ef  four  and  a  half  millions,  which  he  can  sell 
in  sach  sums  as  he  thinks  proper,  and  with 
the  proceeds  from  time  to  time  feed  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  This  four  and  a  half  millions 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  will  have  in  his  dis- 
posal, and  with  it  from  time  to  time  he  may 
meet  the  deficiency  which  may  spring  up  be- 
tween our  revenue  and  our  expenditure.  Be- 
fore I  had  this  Bill  in  my  hands  I  wondered 
how  we  were  to  pay  the  deficiency  on  our  last 
year's  revenue,  and  mbre  especially  how  the 
deficiency  from  the  decrease  in  the  property-tax 
was  to  be  provided  for.  The  answer  is  here. 
The  Colonial  Treasurer  has  these  short-dated 
debentures,  which  he  can  sell  out  at  any  time, 
and  with  which  he  can  feed  the  Consolidated 
Fond.  That  this  is  the  true  explanation  is  fur- 
ther evident  from  the  9th  clause,  which  pro- 
vides that,  after  the  four  and  a  half  millions 
of  stock  have  been  disposed  of,  the  proceeds  of 
that  stock  shall  go,  first  of  all,  in  paving  off 
debentures  which  have  been  issued  by  the 
Treasurer,  and  which  the  Treasurer  will  issue 
to  meet  deficiencies  in  the  manner  I  have 
stated;  and  secondly,  after  these  debentures 
have  been  paid,  then  the  balance  is  to  go  into 
the  Public  Works  Fund.  Here  is  a  gigantic 
fund  created,  to  last  for  many  years,  whereby 
the  Treasurer  will  be  assisted  to  tide  over  his 
financial  difficulties,  by  going  to  the  money- 
market  and  selling  portions  of  the  funds  at 
his  disposed.  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in 
saying  that  never  was  such  a  proposition  sub- 
mitted to  the  Legislature  before.  It  is  a  pro- 
position in  anticipation  of  more  deficits  in  the 
revenue,  and  provides  means  by  which  these 
deficits  may  be  met.  Honourable  members 
must,  in  this  matter,  act  according  to  their 
own  views.  To  me  it  appears  to  be  the  most 
dishonest  piece  of  legislation  ever  proposed  to 
the  attention  of  this  Legislature,  or  an^  other 
that  I  am  acquainted  with,  and  I  shall  satisfy 
my  own  conviction,  at  any  rate,  by  recording 
my  vote  in  a  decided  manner  against  it.  Sir, 
I  move,  as  an  amendment,  That  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  be  made  an  Order  of  the 
Day  for  this  day  six  months. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.-— I  hope 
the  Government  will  allow  sufficient  time  for 
the  consideration  of  this  question,  because  the 
Bill  has  been  so  short  a  time  before  us.  It  was 
not  in  my  hands  till  its  second  reading  was 
actually  moved,  and  I  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  it,  having  been  engaged 
on  the  work  of  the  Council  since  ten  o'clock 
this  morning.  I  move,  therefore.  That  the  de- 
bate be  adjourned. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  do  not  think 
we  should,  at  this  stage  of  the  session,  go  on 
adjourning  Bills  from  day  to  day,  or  we  shall 
presently  find  that  our  business  is  behind  that 
of  the  other  House.  It  is  well  known  that  we 
caimot  keep  Parliament  together  later  than 


Friday  or  Saturday,  at  farthest ;  and  therefore 
I  think  the  adjournment  should  be  only  till 
this  evening,  and  not  till  to-morrow.  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  adjourning  the  debate  till 
this  evening.  * 
Debate  adjourned. 

LAND  BILL. 

On  the  motion.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  said,— I 
wish  to  move  to  recommit  the  BiU,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconsidering  clauses  34  and  85 — the 
mimicipal  endowment  clauses.  I  think  that 
the  Council  was  somewhat  hasty  in  throwing 
out  those  clauses.  They  are  not  by  any  means 
foreign  to  the  subject  of  the  Bill.  As  fesur  was 
expressed  at  the  time  by  some  honourable 
gentlemen  that  we  might  he  entering  into  en- 
gagements with  respect  to  towns  in  which  there 
was  no  land  whatever  that  should  be  affected 
by  these  provisions,  I  call  attention  to "  the 
fact  that  the  clauses  limit  the  power  to  reserve 
to  lands  within  the  town  districts  themselves. 
I  am  sure  great  disappointment  will  arise  if 
these  clauses  are  excluded  from  the  Bill.  The 
question  is  not  a  new  one.  It  has  been  brought 
up  and  has  fallen  through  several  times,  but  in 
no  case  has  it  been  decided  in  the  negative  by 
the  Legislature.  As  I  am  informed,  we  should 
not  be  creating  a  wrong  precedent  in  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  matter  into  a  Bill  if  these 
clauses  were  imported  into  it.  I  therefore 
move,  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reconsidering  these  clauses. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  should 
lalso  like  to  recommit  the  BiU  for  the  considera- 
tion of  clause  4. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  think,  looking 
over  the  Bill,  that  clauses  7  and  12  should  be 
reconsidered.  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  BiU  would  not  affect  any  deferred-payment 
settlers  now  in  occupancy — that  it  would  have 
no  retrospective  effect ;  but,  upon  further  con- 
sideration, I  think  that  it  is  rete>spective,  and  I 
can  easily  understand  that  a  transaction  pro- 
bably in  the  course  of  completion  may  be 
prevented  by  these  clauses  from  being  com- 
pleted. If  l^e  law  was  in  force,  and  a  person 
failed  to  pay  up  his  money  and  get  the  Crown 
grant,  the  clause  extending  tihe  term  to  six 
years  would  affect  him,  though  he  had  com- 
pleted his  time  under  the  old  Act,  and  could 
have  had  his  grant  at  any  moment  excepting 
for  this  Act  of  the  Legislature.  I  do  not  think 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  make 
it  retrospective ;  it  was  an  oversight,  and  a  few 
words  added  to  clause  7  will  make  it  clear. 

The  Hon.  Mr,  REEVES.— I  shall  support 
the  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill,  as  I 
wish  to  reintroduce  clauses  5  and  6,  and  stnke 
out  the  new  clauses — "Conditions  of  the  sale 
of  pastoral  lands."  One  reason  I  have  for 
coming  forward  to  support  this  is  the  pecu- 
liar and  most  unfair  constitution  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee,  which,  of  course,  virtually 
decides  in  a  great  measure  the  status  of  the 
BiU.  When  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  were  discharged  from  tha 
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Waste  Lands  Committee  of  this  Comicil,  their 
places  were  not  filled,  as  they  certainly  shoald 
nave  been,  by  other  Canterbury  members.    The 
honourable  gentleman  who  moved  that  their 
names  should  be   discharged  and  their  places 
filled  by  the  names  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Richmond 
and  the  Hon.  Captain  Eraser,  was,  I  am  sure, 
not  at  all  disposed  to  do  any  injustice  to  Can- 
terbury :  nevertheless  he,  in  point  of  fact,  did 
a  very  great    injustice.    I  venture   to   think 
that,  if  Canterbury  had  been  represented  on  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,   the   clauses  which 
I  wish  to  see  reintroduced  would  not  have 
been  struck  out.    It  is  a  current  proverb  that 
the  waste  land  laws  of  this  colony  are  most 
various  and  most  complex ;  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  oldest  inhabitants  taken-  from 
each  provincial  district,  if  catechized  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  laws  that  prevail  in  their  districts, 
would  not  be  able  to  give  any  intelligent  ac- 
count of  them.     Consequently,  it  follows,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  that  it  became  absolutely 
necessary  that  gentlemen   should  sit  on  the 
Waste  Lands   Committee  representing   these 
several  districts.    The  system  which  has  been 
tried  for  the  sale  of  pastoral  lands  on  deferred - 
payment  in  Canterbury  has  been  proved  to  be  a 
failure,  and  has  been  admitted  to  be  so  by  the 
late  Minister  of  Lands,  who  was  evidently  desir- 
ous of  introducing  some  measure  that  would  be 
successful  for  the  purpose  of  settling  pastoral 
'   lands  upon  deferred  payment.     The  attempt 
has  failed  to  bring  new  settlers  on  to  the  lajid. 
The  lands  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
neighbouring  owners,  and  have  been  disposed 
of  at  a  ^eat  sacrifice  to  the  revenue  of  the. 
colony,  without  efiectmg  any  satisfactory  end. 
I  notice  that  the  opinion  of  some  members  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee  is  that,  by  introducing 
improvement  clauses    and   a  penalty  clause, 
which  have  been  introduced  in  this  Bill,  the 
system  of  settlement  of  pastoral  lands  on  de- 
ferred payment  will  be  successful.    But  I  would 
ask  the  Council  to  consider  whethex,  after  all 
the  experience  of  the  late  Minister  of  Lands, 
with  all  the  time  he  had  at  his  disposal,  with 
all  his  knowledge  of  the  Canterbury  land  laws, 
it  Is  likely  that  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
or  this  Coimcil  could  in  an  hour  or  two  ela- 
borate a  scheme  for  the  settlement  of  these 
lands  that  would  be  successful,  wUen  the  late 
Minister  of  Lands  has  entirely  failed  '^here 
he  was  ardently  desirous  of  succeeding.    I  my- 
self will  yield  to  no  man  in  a  desire  to  see  this 
object  carried  out,  and  for  that  very  reason  I 
ask  the  Council  to  recommit  this  Bill  and  to 
reinstate  those  claufies,  so  that  time  may  be 
afforded  during  the  recess  to  frame  a  scheme 
that  will  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  question, 
and  that  is  likely  to  prove  a  real  success ;  be- 
cause if  we  have  another  failure  it  postpones 
indefinitely  the  time  'When  a  successful  scheme 
can  be  brought  in.    We  could  do  nothing  better 
than  to  reinstate  those  clauses,  which  wUl.  leave 
the  matter  open  for  a  better  plan  to  be  thought 
out  and  brought  forward  on  a  future  occasion. 

The  Hon.  Captain  PRASER.— Sir,  it  is  a 
rule  of  the  House  of  Commons  that  no  person 
directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  a  matter 
Hon,  Mr,  Beeves 


shall  sit  on  a  Committee  relating  to  it.  The- 
Hon.  Mr.  Richmond  and  myself  had  no  in- 
terest whatever  one  way  or  the  other,  except 
the  interest  of  the  colony  at  large ;  and,  with 
regard  to  these  two  clauses,  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  has  forgotten  alto- 
gether that  it  is  the  law  at  present,  and  that 
we  have  had  very  good  evidence  on  the  Com- 
mittee. The  Under-Secretary  of  Lands  told  us- 
that  the  law  worked  very  well  in  both  Canter- 
bury and  Otago  up  to  the  present.  Of  cooise 
it  is  a  very  unpleasant  thing  for  nmholders  in 
Canterbury  and  Otago  that  these  clauses  should 
exist,  so  as  to  give  people  any  chance  of  getting 
upon  the  land,  or  to  stand  "  betwixt  the  wind 
and  their  nobility."  I  say  the  country  will  not 
suffer  this  sort  of  thing,  and  I  warn  this  Coun- 
cil not  to  undo  the  work  done  in  the  interests- 
of  the  colony  at  large  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee.  The  people  have  looked  upon  this- 
as  a  great  boon,  especially  to  the  old  settlers 
of  the  colony,  who  have  borne  the  brunt  of 
the  battle,  and  whom  it  enables  to  settle  their 
children  upon  the  land.  I  do  trust  the  good 
sense  of  the  Council  will  not  allow  this  g^eat 
boon,  which  we  have  fought  for  and  obtained 
for  the  people,  to  be  taken  away  from  them,, 
merely  to  please  two  or  three  people  who 
think  the  common  people  should  not  come 
"  betwixt  the  wind  and  their  nobility." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WIGLEY.— I  cannot  under- 
sta9d  the  position  the*  Hon.  Captain  Fraser  haa 
tsbken  up.    He  says  that  he  does  not  represent 
any  place  in  particular,  but  the  interests  of  the 
country.    The  appointments  to  the  Committee 
were  very  reprehensible.    The  Committees  axe- 
supposed  to  be  representative  bodies,  the  mem- 
bers representing  various  districts,  so  that  they 
may  be  able  to  give  information  upon  the  dif- 
ferent requirements'  of  the  different  districta 
for  the  consideration  of    this  Council.     The 
honourable  member  gets  up  and  says  that  he- 
went  there  for  the  interest  of  the  colony  at 
large,  and  immediately  afterwards  he  votes  for 
a  particular  clause  to  be  introduced  in  the  Bill 
by  himself.    I  think  that  the  Canterbury  mem- 
bers take  up  quite  as  independent  a  position  as- 
he  does,  and  are  as  desirous  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  of  the  colony.    These  clauses,  as  far 
as  Canterbury  is  concerned,  have  been  a  perfect 
failure.    That  is  sbdmitted  by  the  late  Minister 
of  Lands,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Reeves ;  and  yet  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee try  in  every  way  to  bring  the  clauses  into 
force  again.    The  clause  repealing  the  clauses 
that  have  been  reintroduced  was  carried  unani- 
mously in  the  other  House.    I  shall  support 
the  recommittal  of  the  BUI ;  but  I  hope  the 
Hon.  Captain  Fraser  will  not  arrogate  to  him- 
self the  only  virtue  in  the  Council.    I  must  say 
that  when  the  motion  to  appoint  two  members 
to  the  Committee  was  made  it  was  somewhafi 
of  a  surprise.    There  were  few  members  present, 
and  at  the  moment  it  was  not  noticed  that 
there  were  no  other  Canterbury  members  on 
the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  would  ask 
the  Colonial  Secretary  to  consider  whether,  as 
there  are  so  many  notices  for  the  reconddeEa- 
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tion  of  clanses,  it  is  desirable  to  recommit 
the  Bill  at  all.  It  appears  to  me  that  there 
will  be  no  finality  to  our  legislation  if  we 
gn  on  recommitting  a  Bill  to  the  extent  to 
which  it  is  proposed  to  recommit  this  Bill. 
Every  point  that  has  been  the  subject  of  dis- 
eossion  in  the  Council  it  is  now  proposed  to 
reopen  for  reconsideration.  However,  I  leave 
it  to  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tuy  to  decide  on  that  point  for  himself.  I  am 
willing  to  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves  that 
there  was  somewhat  of  an  oversight  and*  a 
disregard  of  the  special  interests  of  Canterbury 
in  the  recent  appointment  of  the  two  members 
to  take  the  places  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stevens  and 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Robinson.  I  am  sure  that  it  was 
quite  unintentional,  and  that  it  never  occurred 
to  any  member  of  the  Council  that  these  were 
the  only  representatives  of  the  Cantorbur>' 
District  on  the  Waste  Lajids  Committee ;  and 
no  local  consideration,  I  am  satisfied,  inHu- 
eaced  the  Council  in  its  decision  that  their 
places  should  be  filled  up  by  two  other  honour- 
able members.  Inadvertently,  however,  1  am 
willing  to  confess,  there  was  an  oversight,  and 
it  would  have  been  better  if  we  had  looked 
into  the  matter  more  closely,  and  had  placed 
Canterbury  members  on  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee,  seeing  that  Canterbury  is  so  inti- 
mately interested  in  waste  lands  legislation. 
But,  in  spite  of  that,  the  interests  of  Canter- 
bury were  not  overlooked,  and  I  believe  they 
were  more  closely  looked  after  than  probably 
would  have  been  the  case  had  therQ  been  no 
alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  Commit- 
tee, inasmuch  as,  under  the  circumstances, 
those  gentlemen  to  whom  reference  has  been 
made  would  not  have  been  present  at  the 
deliberations  of  the  Committee.  There  was 
a  very  important  clause  in  the  Bill  as  it  came 
from  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
which  appears  to  have  been  overlooked  by 
every  person  in  Canterbury  at  all  interested 
in  pastoral  pursuits ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  action  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
it  would  in  all  probability  have  remained  in 
the  Bill.  It  was  a  provision  by  which  the 
Canterbury  squatters  would  have  been  most 
effectually  exposed  to  having  their  lands 
taken  from  them  at  any  time — that  is,  their 
leased  lands — without  any  compensation  being 
paid  to  them.  I  dare  say  the  information  is 
new  to  my  honourable  friend  who  comes  from 
the  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury;  but 
there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  tlio  Bill,  as 
it  came  from  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, if  passed  into  law,  would  have  given 
power  to  the  Minister  of  Lands  for  the  time 
being  over  all  the  lands  leased  from  the  Crown 
by  the  squatters  in  Canterbury  by  which  they 
might  have  been  withdrawn  from  sale  and 
subsequently  leased  to  other  persons.  We  saw 
that  that  clause  had  escaped  attention,  and 
thought  it  was  calculated  to  inflict  injustice, 
and  we  unhesitatingly  recommended  that  the 
clause  should  be  struck  out.  I  refer  to  this 
fiinply  to  show  that  we  tried  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  Canterbury  settlers  as  well  as 
the  interests  of  other  parties.    Now,  I  entirely 


difier  from  my  honourable  friend  l^Ir.  Reeves 
as  regards  the  working  of  the  system  for  the 
sale  of  pastoral  lands  upon  deferred  payments. 
He  states  it  has  been  a  failure ;  and  that  state- 
ment may  appear  to  be  borne  out  by  the  ob- 
servations which  fell  in  Committee  from  the 
Premier  and  the  Secretary  of  Lands.  They 
both  declared  that  it  had  been  a  failure ;  but, 
in  reply  to  inquiries,  they  pointed  out  simply 
and  emphatically  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
failure.  They  said  the  cause  of  the  failure 
had  been  that  there  had  been  no  provision 
for  improvements  inserted,  and  that  the  re- 
sult was  that  in  too  many  instances  the  land 
had  passed  into  the  hands  of  mere  dummies, 
who  were  instruments  in  the  hands  of  large 
landowners ;  and  that  it  was  in  this  way  that 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  in  amending 
the  law  so  as  to  facilitate  the  creation  of  a 
large  body  of  yedman  proprietors  had  been  de- 
feated. But  they  at  once  pointed  out  that,  if 
the  law  were  amended  by  the  introduction  of 
an  improvement  provision  in  the  conditions  of 
sale,  the  objections  at  present  entertained  by 
the  department  against  the  system  would  be 
removed,  and  the  system  might  be  attended 
with  great  advantage.  In  accordance  with 
what  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  was  the 
public  desire  in  the  matter,  we  proposed  to  give 
power  to  make  regulations  regarding  improve- 
ments ;  and  we  further  introduced  a  clause 
rendering  it  penal  to  make  a  false  declaration, 
and  so  guarded  the  system  as  entirely  to  re- 
move all  objections  to  it.  I  have  not  had  the 
jpleasuro  of  seeing  Mr.  Rolleston  since  the  Bill 
was  reported,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that, 
were  he  acquainted  with  the  changes  made  by 
the  Committee,  he  would  be  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  as  recommended  by  the  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PETER.— I  may  mention  that 
this  clause  was  struck  out  by  the  Waste  Lands 
Committee  of  the  other  House,  and  was  rein- 
stated by  the  Council  itself. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  ACLAND.— I  have  no  doubt 
that  the. Waste  Lands  Committee  looked  into 
this,  and  did  every  justice  ;  but  JL  must  mako 
this  remark:  that,  while  the  Hon.  Captain 
Fraser  intimated,  as  it  wore,  that  no  Canter- 
bury men  ought  to  be  on  the  Committee,  on 
the  ground  that  no  one  personally  interested 
ought  to  bo  so,  I  do  not  know  why  he  supposed 
that  they  should  be  personally  interested, 
though  he  certainly  did  think  that,  by  quoting 
the  practice  of  the  House  of  Commons.  His 
opinion,  therefore,  is  that  the  Canterbury  mem- 
bers had  a  private  interest  in  it.  But  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  I  could  trace  in  his  speech 
the  fact  that  he  looked  at  the  matter  from  a 
provincial  point  of  view,  as  ho  mentioned  that 
something  would  not  do  for  Otago,  and,  in  fact, 
he  looked  at  it  very  much  as  though  Otago  were 
the  Colony  of  New  Zealand. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— I  move.  That  the 
Bill  be  recommitted  generally. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  hope 
the  Council  will  not  agree  to  the  recommittal 
of  the  Bill  generally.  It  is  very  difficult  to  say 
what  ii  contains,  or  what  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  numerous  amendments  proposed.     In  the 
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face  of  all  the  alterations  spoken  of,  I  should 
not  consent  to  the  recommittal  of  the  Bill 
generally  ;  but  I  think  it  necessary  to  add  two 
or  three  words  to  the  4th  clause  of  the  Bill, 
and  I  trust  it  may  be  recommitted  on  the 
three  or  four  provisions  considered  necessary. 
I  may  say  that  since  the  Bill  was  introduced  I 
have  had  no  less  than  fifty  amendments  put 
into  my  hands  from  people  from  all  over  the 
colony.  Suggestions  with  reference  to  land 
tenure  of  all  kinds  have  been  submitted  to  me 
for  insertion  in  this  Bill.  I  have  not  accepted 
them,  and  it  >^rt)uld  be  impossible  to  understand 
the  Bill  as  a  whole  if  I  had  done  so.  I  think  I 
hod  one  provision  suggested  with  regard  to  the 
codlin  moth  —  something  affecting  orchards. 
Certainly  the  number  of  amendments  was  some- 
thing remarkable. 

Motion,  That  the  Bill  be  recommitted  gone- 
rally,  agreed  to. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved,  That  the 
Chairman  leave  the  chair. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  10. 
Chamberlin       Johnston,  J.       Pollen 
Fraser  ^IcLcan  Waterhouse 

Hart  Pharazyn  Wilson. 

Johnson,  G.  K. 

Noes,  19. 
Acland  Henderson         Peter 

Barnicoat  Kohere  Beeves 

Bonar  Lahmajin  Reynolds 

Buckley,  G.        Mantell  Richmond,  J.  C. 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Martin  Scotland 

Dignan  Peacock  Wigley. 

Grace 

Majority  against,  9. 

Motion  negatived. 

Clause  4. — "  Land  Boards  Inquiry  Act,  1888," 
to  operate  as  to  previous  licenses.  Past  for- 
feitures confirmed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY  moved  to 
add  the  following  words  :  "  through  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  proof  of  conditions  of  lease  and 
license,  or  any  conditions  of  *  The  Land  Boards 
Inquiry  Act,  1883.'". 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
**  That  the  words  be  added  to  the  clause." 

Ayes,  18. 
Acland  Henderson         Reeves 

Barnicoat  Kohere  Reynolds 

Buckley,  G.        Lahmann  Scotland 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Martin  Wigley 

Dignan  Peacock  Williamson 

Fraser  Peter  Wilson. 

Noes,  9. 
Bonar  Johnson,  G.  R.  McLean 

Grace  Johnston,  J^       Pollen 

Hart  Mantell  Richmond,  J.C. 

Majority  for,  9. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved.  That  progress 
he  reported,  and  leave  asked  to  sit  again. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  moved,  by  way 
of  amendment,  to  omit  the  words  **  and  leave 
asked  to  sit  again." 

Eon.  Mr.  P.  A,  Buckley 


The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  19. 
Acland  Kohore  Pollen 

Barnicoat  Lahmann  Reeves 

Bonar  lilantell  Reynolds 

Buckley,  G.        Martin  Richmond,  J.  0. 

Buckley,  P.  A.    Peacock  W^igley 

Dignan  Peter  Williamson. 

Henderson 

Noes,  8. 
Praser  Johnson,  G.  R.  Waterhouse 

Grace  Johnston,  J.       Wilson. 

Hart  McLean 

Majority  for,  11. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Motion  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER  moved.  That 
progress  be  reported,  and  leave  asked  to  sit 
again. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  6. 
Eraser  Johnson,  G.  R.    Wilson- 

Hart  Pollen 

Noes,  22. 
Acland  Johnston,  J.       Peter 

Barnicoat  Kohere  Reeves 

Bonar  Lahmann  Reynolds 

Buckley,  G.       lilantell  Richmond,  J.C. 

Buckley,  P.A.     Martin  Scotland 

Chamberlin        McLean  Wigley 

Dignan  Peacock  Williamson. 

Henderson 

Majority  against,  17. 

Motion  negatived. 

Clause  7. — Repeal  of  section  9  of  "  Land  Act 
1877  Amendment  Act,  1879." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved  the  addition 
of  the  following  proviso :  "  Provided  thiat  nothing 
shall  affect  licenses  issued  prior  to  the  coming 
into  operation  of  this  Act." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"  That  the  words  be  added  to  the  clause." 


Ayes,  7. 

Bonar                McLean 

PoUen 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Peter 

Scotland. 

Mantell 

Noes,  21. 

Acland               Eraser 

Peacock 

Barnicoat           Hart 

Reeves 

Brandon            Henderson 

Reynolds 

Buckley,  G.       Johnston,  J. 

Richmond,  J.  C. 

Buckley,  P.  A.  Kohere 

Wigley 

Chamberlin       Lahmann 

Williamson 

Dignan               Martin 

Wilson. 

Majority  against,  14. 

Amendment  negatived. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  moved,  That  the 
following  clause  be  added  to  the  Bill  :— 

*'  Sections  seventy-five  to  eighty-five,  both 
inclusive,  of  *  The  Land  Act,  1877,'  axe  hereby 
repealed :  Provided  that,  as  regards  any  pas- 
toral lands  sold  on  deferred  payments  prior 
to  the  passing  of  this  Act,  or  the  purchaseii 
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thereof,  snoh  repeal  shall  not  in  any  way  affect 
or  invalidate  the  operation  of  snch  repealed 
sections." 

The  Committee    divided   on   the    question, 
"That  the  clause  he  added  to  the  Bill." 


Ayes,  19. 

Acland                Hart 

McLean 

Bamicoat           Johnston,  J. 

Peacock 

Bonar                 Kohere 

Peter 

Buckley,  G.        Lahmann 

Reeves 

Buckley,  P.  A.  ManteU 

Rejmolds 

Chamberlin        Martin 

Wigley. 

Dignan 

Noes,  8. 

Brandon             Pollen 

Williamson 

Grace                 Richmond 

Wilson. 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Scotland 

Majority  for, 

11. 

Clause  added. 

Bill  reported.  . 

OFFICERS  OP  THE  COUNCIL. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Council  to  a  statement 
which  appears  in  the  paper  this  evening  that  I 
think  concerns  this  Council.  It  is  there  stated 
—under  the  heading,  "  Notes  from  the  Gallery 
of  the  House  of  Representatives" — "Several 
honourable  members  complained  that  again 
this  year  the  officials  of  the  Council  were  having 
their  salaries  increased."  Now,  I  wish  to  state 
to  the  Council  the  fact.  The  fact  is  that  no 
increase  has  been  granted  either  to  the  Clerk 
or  to  the  Clerk- Assistant  of  this  Council  for  the 
last  six  years,  and  only  one  to  the  Clerk  for  the 
last  seventeen  years.  I  think  it  concerns  the 
Council  that  this  imputation  should  not  be 
made,  and  votes  accordingly  influenced  under 
a  misconception  of  the  facts.  If  this  Council 
does  not  protect  its  officers  I  do  not  know  who 
wiU. 

CONSOLIDATED  STOCK  BILL. 

ADJOURNED    DEBATE. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.— Although 
I  do  not  quite  share  the  alarm  of  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
Bill  as  I  read  it  is  open  to  the  construction  he 
put  on  it.  The  Bill  is  part  of  what  I  must 
call  a  very  seedy  sort  of  finance ;  it  is  the  fi- 
nance of  Uiat  celebrated  character  who,  having 
taken  up  a  bill  with  a  renewed  acceptance, 
thanked  God  he  had  got  rid  of  that  job.  We  are 
fulfilling  engagements  by  making  other  engage- 
ments. That  is  one  idea  of  the  matter ;  but 
jumbled  up  with  it  in  the  same  Bill  is  a  very 
much  larger  affair  indeed — the  inscription  of 
stock.  There  is  a  long  schedule  of  eighteen 
or  twenty  loans,  all  of  which  inay  be,  conceiv- 
ably, and,  if  we  understand  the  Treasurer  aright 
in  his  Financial  Statement,  very  rapidly,  con- 
vetted.  If  they  were  so  converted  there  would 
not  perhaps  be  so  much  harm  in  the  clause  to 
which  I  would  call  attention.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse  did  not  read  the  clause  out ;  but 
I  think  the  Council  will  see  he  was  almost  if 
not  quite  justified  in  the  interpretation  he  put 
Qpon  it.    The  side-note  is  a  very  modest  little 


affair :  "  Treasurer  may  issue  seven-years  de- 
bentures." In  the  body  of  the  clause  is 
this : — 

**  Pending  the  operations  for  converting  loans 
and  creating  the  stock  authorized  to  be  created 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  and  the  said 
Act,  the  Colonial  Treasurer  may,  when  so  au- 
thorized by  an  Order  in  Council  in  that  behalf, 
create  debentures  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  the  amount  of  such  stock." 

That  is  the  amount  of  seven  and  a  half 
millions  referred  to  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
house.  I  have  not  had  time  to  sum  up  the 
to'tal  balance  of  these  loans,  but  it  must  surely 
amount  to  a  very  much  larger  sum.  **  Pend- 
ing the  operations "  —  that  may  be  a  very 
short  or  a  very  long  time.  There  is  nothing 
on  the  face  of  the  Bill,  that  I  have  been  able 
to  discover,  which  limits  the  period.  Perhaps 
the  Hon.  the  Commissioner  of  Customs,  when 
addressing  the  Council,  will  be  able  to  ex- 
plain this.  There  is  some  appearance  of  a 
check — and  only  one — in  the  issue  of  these 
debentures,  in  the  provision  that  it  con  only 
be  done  by  Order  in  Council.  But  honourable 
gentlemen  who  know  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  business  in  the  Executive  Council  must 
know  that  an  Order  in  Council  does  not  mean 
much  more  than  the  word  of  the  Minister 
who  brings  the  draft  order  in  for  signature. 
Therefore  there  appears  to  be,  on  the  face 
of  the  Bill,  a  proposal  tliat  the  whole  of  the 
capital  sum  of  nineteen  loans  may  be  issued 
in  short-dated  debentures  whenever  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  thinks  fit.  Of  course  it  is  per- 
fectly incredible  that  use  would  be  made  of 
it  to  the  full  extent;  but  still  the  Treasurer 
can  have  as  much  as  at  any  moment  he  wants. 
That  is  the  case.  And  I  cannot  but  think — 
and  I  would  almost  say  I  cannot  but  hope — 
that,  if  the  Bill  passes  in  this  state — and  no 
doubt  it  must  pass — it  will  blow  upon  our 
credit  at  Home.  Considering  the  condition  of 
our  finances  at  the  present  time — considering 
the  cheerful  lightheartedness  of  my  honour- 
able friend  opposite,  the  economist  of  the 
Government;  the  light  heart  with  which  he 
advances  up  to  his  neck,  and  even  over  his 
eyes,  into  the  indebtedness  of  the  colony — 
considering,  I  say,  that  the  position  of  the 
colony  is  veiy  little  understood  •  here,  and  is 
very  much  misunderstood  at  Home,  it  is  time 
the  bubble  should  be  burst.  If  that  is  the  re- 
sult of  this  seedy  little  Bill,  I,  for  one,  shall 
be  thankful  for  it,  and  would  pass  it  with  all 
my  heart  if  I  could  be  sure  of  it.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Council  with  any  further  remarks ; 
but  I  felt  bound  to  express  my  convictions  on 
this  most  peculiar  finance  of  my  honourable 
friend's.  -All  the  laughter  of  my  honourable 
friend  opposite — the  syndicate  major,  as  I  sup- 
pose I  may  call  him — cannot  afiect  my  opinion 
on  this  matter :  all  the  entangled  clauses  and 
mysterious  phrases  of  these  dabblers  in  finance 
cannot  make  nie  believe  that  this  is  a  right 
course  to  pursue. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— There  is  one  clause 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention — I  do  not 
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know  whether  my  interpretation  of  it  is  correct. 
In  clause  4  it  is  provided,  "  The  provisions  of 
the  fifth  section  of  the  said  Act  " — that  is,  the 
Act  of  1877 — "shall  not  apply  to  the  loans 
or  parts  of  loans  guaranteed  by  the  Imperial 
Government."  That  5th  section  of  the  Act 
of  1877  provides  that  no  larger  amount  of  the 
capital  of  the  inscribed  stock  shall  be  given 
than  the  amount  of  the  debt  or  sum  exchanged 
for  the  inscribed  stock.  Then,  clause  4  of  this 
Bill  continues:  "but,  in  the  case  of  the. con- 
version of  the  whole  or  a  part  of  such  guaran- 
teed loans,  a  reasonable  addition  to  the  capital 
or  annual  charge  may  be  made,  commensurate 
to  the  importance  which  the  Agents  consider 
to  be  attachable  to  the  said  conversion."  Now, 
it  has  occurred  to  me  that  hitherto  these 
guaranteed  losms'have  always  been  held  in 
reserve,  as  a  resource  to  bo  had  recourse  to 
when  the  exigencies  of  the  colony  absolutely 
required  it.  This  clause  clestrly  contemplates 
that  the  loan  should  be  converted,  and  that 
the  last  resource  of  the  colony  in  such  an 
emergency  should  be  absolutely  given  up  and 
done  away  with.  If  I  am  right  in  my  con- 
struction of  that  clause  of  the  Bill,  if  there 
were  no  other  clause  in  it  than  that,  I  think 
this  Bill  should  be  rejected. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN. — I  am  sorry  that  a 
little  more  time  is  not  given  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  such  an  important  Bill  as  this.  It 
is  quite  true,  as  my  honourable  friend  says, 
that  extremely  large  powers  are  given  in  this 
Bill.  But,  under  the  circumstances,  large 
powers  must  be  given  for  the  operation ;  and, 
although  it  is  quite  true  that  they  have  power 
to  borrow  very  largely  on  short-dated  deben- 
tures, it  is  with  a  view  and  for  the  purpose 
simply  of  taking  up  the  machinery  already  in 
existence  and  making  use  thereof.  I  think 
myself,  after  glancing  at  the  Bill,  that,  if  we 
had  the  power  of  altering  this  Bill,  its  scope 
might  be  contracted  with  advantage  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve we  have  not  the  power  of  altering  the  Bill, 
and  therefore  we  must  take  it  as  a  whole ; 
and  if  we  accept  the  prihciple  of  the  Bill  we 
must  pass  it.  Well,  now,  the  principle  of  the 
Bill  is  this :  Every  one  now  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that,  when  you  are  borrowing  at 
the  same  time,  the  puttihg-asido  of  a  Sinking 
Fund  is  really  no  security,  because,  while  you 
are  buying  up  your  own  debentures  and  placing 
your  1  per  cent,  to  the  credit  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  you  at  the  same  time  are  negotiating 
for  a  further  loan.  So  far  as  that  part  of  the 
security  is  concerned,  I  do  not  thiiik  that  the 
operation  is  a  bad  one.  But  this  is  no  new 
matter.  This  subject  of  the  Sinking  Fund  has 
been  discussed  over  and  over  again  by  Trea- 
surers, with  an  eye  to  the  accrued  Sinking 
Fund;  but  no  one  has  had  the  boldness  till 
now  to  propose  dealing  with  it.  Now,  I  think 
it  would  have  been  better,  had  we  not  been  so 
much  pressed,  to  allow  the  operation  to  go  on 
that  has  been  going  on  for  th6  last  few  years, 
taking  the  Sinking  Fund  gradually,  as  the  stock 
became  inscribed ;  because  what  is  proposed  is 
purely  neither  more  nor  less  than  this :  You 
are  borrowing  money  to  pay  your  Sinking  Fund. 

Hon,  Mr,  Hart 


You  can  put  no  other  meaning  on  it.  It  is  hot- 
rowing  £244,000  this  year  in  order  to  pay  tiie^ 
Sinking  Fund.  And,  in  doing  this,  you  may 
say  that  the  last  nest-egg  is  gone  ;  and,  if  you 
take  this,  you  must  place  your  future  loans  as- 
you  best  can.  So  that,  if  you  accept  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  Bill,  it  is  of  little  use  quarrelling 
with  the  rest  of  the  Bill  itself.  It  will  be 
purely  this :  The  whole  of  the  Sinking  Fund — 
£2,700,000— will  gradually  work  into  the  Public 
Works  Fund,  and  will  be  reissued,  and  you 
will  have  the  same  amount  of  debt  that  is 
stated  now,  with  this  difference :  that  at  the 
present  time  you  take  the  Sinking  Fund  azid 
make  your  debt  so  much  less.  Now,  Sir,  to 
come  to  the  point  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hart 
took  up;  and  it  is  really  a  very  important 
point.  I  think  borrowing  with  the  guaranteed 
debentures  should  not  be  done,  and  for  this 
reason :  I  think,  while  you  have  so  many  de- 
posits in  the  savings-banks,  ^md  seeing  tiwt 
there  have  been  certain  statements  made  in 
the  General  Assembly,  such  as  created  a  run 
on  these  savings-banks,  you  are  compelling 
your  bankers  to  keep  a  reserve  fund  in  order  to 
meet  any  run  that  might  take  place  on  these 
deposits.  If  the  Government  would  only  take 
care  to  keep  these  debentures  in  London,  and 
invest  them  in  savings-bank  funds,  lying  there 
to  meet  any  emergency,  they  could  borrow 
money  at  any  time  on  the  Imperial-guarBH- 
teed  debentures  without  any  trouble  whatever.. 
It  is  purely  a  matter  of  interest,  and  they 
would  always  be  at  the  command  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  raise  money,  witliout  disturbing, 
the  commerce  of  the  country.  Therefore,  i 
the  £800,000  were  kept  intact  and  converted 
in  that  way,  it  would  be  available  in  case  of 
need  at  any  time,  as  in  connection  with  these 
short  loans  tliat  the  colony  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  borrowing  from  different  people,  and 
which  are  suddenly  called  up  when  the  loans- 
become  due — I  refer  to  the  case  in  which  a 
loan  had  been  got  from  the  Bank  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  the  colony  was  called  upon 
to  pay  £500,000.  This  was  done  with  those 
debentures,  and  money  was  got  without  any 
trouble.  I  mention  this  in  favour  of  the 
argument.  I  hold  that  the  colony,  while  it  is 
taking  money  from  people,  should  have  a  re- 
serve to  fall  back  upon.  Therefore  it  woold 
be  better  to  excise  clause  4,  if  that  could  be 
done.  We  see  that  other  loans  have  been 
floated.  New  South  Wales  had  three  and  a 
half  millions,  which  is  now  at  94,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  it  will  soon  go  up  higher.  So  that  we 
can  see  that,  at  the  time  when  money  becomes- 
very  cheap,  a  very  favourable  operation  might 
take  place,  and,  instead  of  making  this  inscrip- 
tion of  stock,  it  would  be  advisable  to  await 
a  favourable  opportunity,  which  always  oocors- 
at  certain  times.  However,  as  I  have  said, 
if  you  accept  the  principle  of  borrowing  money 
to  pay  the  Sinking  Fund,  we  may  as  well  ac- 
cept the  Bill  as  it  is. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  wish  to 
say  one  or  two  words  in  reply  to  the  houonrabla 
gentlemafi  who  has  just  sat  down.  I  used  to- 
be  under  the  delusion  that  I  was  the  poraea- 
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Imancier  in  the  Ck)iiiicil,  but  I  find  I  am  com- 
pletely eclipsed  by  my  honourable  friend.  I 
should  have  thought  that,  as  an  old  banker, 
no  one  would  have  known  more  about  these 
matters  than  himself.  One  is  amused  to  hear 
the  honourable  gentleman  complain  about 
pressing  on  the  business  of  the  session  at  this 
partieular  time.  Not  very  long  ago  he  told  me 
that  he  waa  very  merciful  to  me,  because  he 
sopposed  I  did  not  exercise  some  control  over 
the  business  of  the  Council ;  but,  while  I  have 
eraiy  reason  to  be  grateful  to  the  Council  for 
its  indulgence  to  me,  at  the  same  time  I  have 
a  duty  to  perform,  and  the  honourable  gentle- 
man understands  perfectly  well  that  it  is  not 
m?  object  to  unduly  press  on  the  business,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  the 
Council  together  much  longer.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  says,  "  You  should  invest  the 
savings-bank  funds  in  London  and  leave  them 
there."     That  would   be    a   pretty    state    of 


The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  said  invest  them 
in  oar  own  guaranteed  debentures,  and  leave 
them  in  London. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUC;KLEY.— The 
honourable  gentleman  seems  to  think  that  this 
is  a  Bill  to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  is  a  Bill  in  order 
to  clear  off  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  he  will  find 
that  every  provision  is  made  for  the  purpose 
without  burdening  the  taxpayers  of  the  colony. 
My  honourable  Mend? laughs,  but  I  can  con- 
strue this  Bill  just  as  well  as  he  can,  and  that 
is  my  construction  of  it.  There  are  two  ob- 
jects in  this  Bill,  as  I  informed  the  Council : 
one,  to  free  the  Sinking  Fund;  the  other,  to 
eonvert  loans  into  a  security  which  will  have 
to  pay  a  less  rate  of  interest.  I  will,  however, 
now  leave  the  honourable  gentleman  to  his 
own  reflections.  With  regard  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Waterhouse — whose  remarks  in  this  Council  are 
deserving  of  the  very  greatest  weight — I  am 
imposed  to  the  construction  that  he  places  on 
oause  10.  If  he  refers  to  the  Treasurer's  last 
Financial  Statement  he  will  find  that  by  con- 
vertiog  the  loans  and  freeing  the  Sinking  Fund 
a  sum  of  money  equal  to  seven  and  a  half 
millions  will  be  saved  to  the  colony ;  and  surely 
that  is  something  worthy  of  achievement. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Look  at 
the  6th  clause. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  am 
quite  aware  of  the  6th  clause ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  referred  particularly  to  the  10th 
elause.  Now,  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
lays  is  the  case,  is  really  not  the  case.  This 
Bill  is  intended  simply  to  inscribe  loans,  and, 
while  the  operation  of  conversion  is  pending, 
it  empowers  the  Treasurer  to  do  certain  things. 
I  may  state  to  the  honoturable  gentleman — and 
I  think  I  have  stated  it  before — that  the  object 
of  the  Qovemment  is  not  to  press  thi^  on  the 
xnariket  all  at  once,  but  to  take  an  opportunity, 
from  time  to  time,  of  converting  the  loans. 
That  is  the  object  of  the  Bill,  and  I  trust  the 
Council  will  not  hesitate  to  read  it  a  second 
time. 
Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS  BILL. 

On  the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  thiB- 
Bill, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved,  as  an. 
amendmen^Ji  That  the  Order  be  discharged,, 
and  the  Bill  be  reconmiitted,  for  the  purpose 
of  inserting  the  new  clause  which  appeared 
on  the  Order  Paper. 

The  Hon.  Air.  WATERHOUSE  said  that, 
before  the  proposal  was  agreed  to,  he  should 
like,  some  information  as  to  the  operation  of 
this  provision,  which  was  apparently  for  the 
purpose  of  validating  certain  by-laws.  He 
should  like  it  to  be  explained  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  by-laws  to  be  validated.  Unless 
they  had  full  information  they  might  be  doing 
an  injustice  to  individuals  as  well  as  a  wrong 
to  the  public  interests.  Was  any  litigation 
pending  in  connection  with  the  by-laws  which 
it  was  sought  to  validate  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON  further  thought 
it  likely  that  the  clause  would  be  in  oonfiict 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Police  Ofiences  Bill 
which  they  had  just  passed. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  would  advise  his. 
honourable  friend  to  take  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bill.  The  matter  he  wished  to  provide  for 
by  the  proposed  clause  was  difficult  to  under- 
stand, and  would  keep  very  well  for  another 
year.  The  London  Board  of  Works  did  not  in- 
terfere with  buildings  unless  their  existence, 
was  incompatible  with  the  public  safety. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS  said,  in  explana- 
tion, that  in  Christchurch  at  the  present  time 
there  was  vxjry  great  difficulty  under  the  pre- 
sent Municipal  Corporations  Act,  as  the  Magis-. 
trate  there  was  apparently  of  opinion  that  the 
Municipal  Corporations  Act  did  not  give  suf- 
ficient power  to  the  Corporation  to  make  regu- 
lations as  to  what  class  of  buildings  should  be 
erected  there.  The  result  was  that  the  Cor- 
poration could  not  properly  carry  out  its  func- 
tions except  by  the  expenditure  of  large  sums 
of  money  in  litigation.  The  object  of  the  clause 
was  to  deprive  the  legal  profession  of  unneces- 
sary work.  He  knew  that  the  provision  was 
necessary,  thou£[h  practically,  in  Otago,  it  was 
not  of  much  consequence,  as  there  they  were 
able  to  work  under  the  provincial  ordinance. 
He  did  not  think  the  clause  could  do  any 
harm,  especially  as  they  professed  to  give  local 
self-government.  The  southern  portion  of  the 
colony  would  demand  a  greater  amount  ot 
local  self-government  than  they  had  hitherto 
had,  and  it  would  be  just  as  well  that  the 
Council  should  not  put  any  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  allowing  local  oodies  to  deal  with  local 
affairs.  He  trusted  the  clause  would  be  car- 
ried, as  it  was  necessary  to  prevent  a  number 
of  cases  cropping  up  in  Christchurch.  At  pre* 
sent  there  were  no  cases  pending. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  would  be  very  glad 
to  aid  his  honourable  friend  Mr.  Reynolds  in 
the  laudable  object  of  preventing  lawyers  from 
having  more  work  than  was  good  for  them,  but. 
he  was  not  prepared  to  effect  that  at  so  great, 
a  sacrifice  as  was  proposed  in  the  Bill.  He 
declined  altogether  to  take  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  validating  all  the  by-laws  evei- 
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made  by  the  Municipal  Councils  of  New  Zea- 
land. He  had  some  knowledge  of  these  by- 
laws, and  he  must  say  the  provisions  of  some 
of  them  were  such  as  he  should  not  like  to 
make  himself  responsible  for.  The  doctrine  of 
his  honourable  friend,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Legislature  to  make  the  local  bodies  as 
ef&cient  as  possible,  and  that  the  way  to  do 
that  was  to  let  them  alone,  while,  in  the  next 
breath,  he  said  that,  instead  of  letting  them 
-alone  severely,  the  Legislature  should  take  the 
responsibilities  for  all  their  irregularities,  and 
validate  their  by-laws,  was  at  least  illogical,  if 
not  absurd. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BRANDON  remarked  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  clause,  whatever  irregularities 
hsbd  been  committed  were  to  be  validated.  He 
thought  that  to  make  the  alteration  would  be 
*o  give  more  work  to  the  lawyers. 

Amendment  negartiived. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

BEET-ROOT  SUGAR  BILL. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— I  was  asked 
yesterday  whether  it  was  competent  for  this 
Council  to  amend  any  of  the  clauses  of  a 
Bill  intituled  "The  Beet -root  Sugar  Act, 
1884."  The  extempore  reply  which  I  gave 
was  to  the  effect  that,  although  the  Bill  did 
n6t  appear  to  me  to  be  strictly  a  money 
Bill,  yet  I  was  clear  that  it  was  not  com- 
petent for  the  Council  to  interfere  with  the 
52nd  clause,  and  that  I  had  doubts  as  to  its 
power  over  clauses  3  and  4.  Since  then  I 
have  examined  this  Bill  more  carefully,  and 
am  of  opinion  that  the  Council  cannot  amend 
or  interfere  with  either  of  the  clauses  2  and  3  ; 
but  that,  with  regard  to  clause  4,  it  is  compe- 
tent for  the  Council  to  omit  it,  if  it  should  so 
*hink  fit,  although  not  to  amend  it.  The  pro- 
visions of  this  last  clause  are  h3^thetical  and 
contingent,  and,  as  such,  cannot  be  regarded  as 
•essential,  and  are  therefore  separable  from  the 
rest  of  the  Bill  without  causing  its  destruction, 
and  may  be  omitted  by  the  Legislative  Council 
if  it  shall  think  fit. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HART.— For  the  reasons  that 
Ihave  been  given  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse, 
supplemented  by  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  and  put 
4)riefly  in  this  way — ^namely,  that  what  the  Bill 
proposes  to  do  will  be  either  to  offer  induce- 
ments to  speculators  from  England  to  invest 
money  in  what  will  be  a  losing  speculation  in 
New  Zealand,  or  it  will  be  a  dead-letter  for  ten 
years  to  come— I  think  it  undesirable  that  this 
Bill  should  pass.  It  will  not  be  innocuous  if  a 
dead-letter,  for  it  will  bo  for  the  second  time 
affirming  a  principle  which  was  first  affirmed 
"When  the  power  to  distil  spirits  in  the  colony 
was  authorized  by  law,  and  heavy  compensa- 
tion was  paid  upon  that  authorization  being 
withdrawn — that  was,  the  principle  of  Protec- 
tion. The  colony,  for  the  thirty  years  that  the 
Xjegislature  has  been  in  existence,  has  steadily 
resisted  that  principle.  It  may  be  regarded 
as  a  general  opinion  that  the  duties  put  on 
imports  for  purposes  of  revenue  have  been  suffi- 
•cient  encouragement  to  offer  for  the  establish- 
Hon.  Dr,  PoUen 


ment  of  industries  for  the  protection  of  those 
things  which  can  be  properly  and  profitably 
produced  in  the  colony.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, for  the  mere  purposes  of  the  future  to 
put  on  the  Statute  Book  a  measure  which  can 
have  no  tangible  result,  and  which  will  be  for 
the  second  time  siffirming  the  principle  of  Pro- 
tection, is,  to  my  mind,  doing  a  mischief ;  and 
therefore  I  shall  vote  against  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON.— I  am  led  to 
believe  that  there  are  persons  in  New  Zealand 
now  prepared  to  undertake  this  industry :  in 
fact,  I  have  been  spoken  to  by  a  gentleman 
who  said  that  he  had  made  arrangements,  if  the 
Bill  passed,  to  commence  the  industry  imme- 
diately. I  must  admit  I  have  great  doubts 
about  its  answering  in  a  money  point  of  view  at 
present.  I  think  the  cost  of  labour  will  eat  up 
any  possible  profit  that  might  be  made  in  the 
industry  at  present.  However,  I  think  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  it  would  be  better 
this  Bill  should  pass.  I  believe  a  very  bulge 
number  of  Belgians  are  expected  in  this  co- 
lony before  long,  and  this  is  an  industry  that 
would  apparently  suit  them.  Under  iJl  the 
circumstances,  I  intend  to  support  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— I  shaU  always 
be  found  ready  to  support  a  measure  which 
promises  employment  to  labour. '  It  is  hard  to 
predict  what  the  result  may  be,  and  I  defy 
anybody  to  say  whether  it  will  be  a  failure  or 
otherwise.  It  will  all  depend  on  circumstances, 
and  whether  any  one  going  into  the  industry 
has  sufficient  capital  to  carry  it  out  or  not 
A  great  deal  will  depend  on  that.  We  are  told 
that  in  Europe  this  industry  is  greatly  carried 
on  by  females  and  children.  Well,  we  need 
only  look  round  to  find  that  our  population  ii 
increasing  rather  rapidly,  and,  if  tkis  industry 
would  only  find  work  for  young  people  and 
females  who  cannot  get  better  employment,  it 
would  be  an  honest  occupation  that  we  shonld 
do  all  in  our  power  to  promote.  I  cannot  see 
where  any  risk  comes  in.  The  x>eople  who  go 
into  these  undertakings  generally  know  what 
they  are  about  before  they  risk  their  money. 
Men  of  small  means  will  be  prevented  from 
going  into  this  industry,  which  will  require  a 
large  ajnount  of  capital  in  order  to  procure  the 
necessary  machinery;  and  it  is  not  for  the 
Legislature,  if  persons  feel  inclined  to  speculate 
in  a  certain  way,  to  prevent  it.  If  we  were  to 
adopt  that  course,  the  result  of  our  laboon 
would  be  such  that  we  might  sit  here  from 
year's  end  to  year's  end  without  doing  any 
good,  but  only  troubling  ourselves  about  the 
various  occupations  of  people  of  the  colony. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  BiU, 
believing  it  will  be  beneficial,  if  not  at  the 
present,  then  at  some  future  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  SCOTLAND.— Sir,  I  intend  to 
vote  against  this  Bill.  Notwithstanding  what 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Williamson  has  said,  I  do  not 
think  that  any  one,  either  in  England  or  in 
this  country,  will  take  it .  up  at  all ;  but,  for 
all  that,  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  dangerooi 
thing  to  plaoe  on  our  Statute  Book  an  afiKrma- 
tion  that  we  are  in  favour  of  Protection — ^that 
we  think  Protection  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
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tiiia  colony.  It  may  be  said  this  is  a  voiy 
small  instalment.  Well;  granted.  But  tlio 
origin  of  Protection  in  the  United  Stjates  was 
Tiuy  small  ;  and  what  has  been  seen  there 
dnnng  the  last  hundred  years  ?  Why,  it  has 
ken  constantly  making  fresh  demands  on  the 
Mtion,  until  it  has  attained  such  enormous 
dimensioDs  in  some  cases  that  now  it  is  a 
question  of  time  when  it  will  be  given  up.  I 
hje  not  the  slightest  belief  that  this  business 
will  pay  in  New  Zealand ;  and  I  do  not  believe 
that  any  stock-jobbing  knight  or  shady  colonel 
will  be  able  to  make  it  go  down  with  even  the 
most  credulous  portion  of  the  public.  I  do  not 
think  any  honourable  gentleman  has  questioned 
khe  fitness  of  our  climate  for  the  growth  of 
heet;  but  I  have  great  doubts  whether  beet 
will  ever  come  to  perfection  in  New  Zealand. 
In  Englemd  there  have  been  the  most  unsatis- 
factory results  with  it,  even  in  the  last  few 
je&ts.  About  iozty  years  ago  it  was  tried  by  a 
farmer  on  a  large  scale  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Buiy  St.  Edmunds,  in  Suffolk  ;  and  I  think 
She  result  there  was  very  unsatisfactory.  At 
any  rate,  the  thing  has  dropped  out  of  sight  in 
England  for  many  years,  and  nothing  is  heard 
there  about  the  growth  of  sugar-beet.  On  the 
ground  that  I  object  to  Protection  in  any  shape 
form  beyond  granting  a  bonus  only,  and 
^nothing  more — which  I  would  make  larger 
than  the  bonus  proposed  here,  if  necessary — 
I  shall  certainly  vote  against  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY.— I  have  taken 
some  interest  in  this  question  since  beet  seed 
wa8  first  distributed  by  the  Government  some 
ten  years  ago.  My  experience  then  was  in 
South  Canterbury,  and,  so  far  as  one  can  judge, 
there  was  a  good  growth  of  root,  which  con- 
tained, I  believe,  a  good  percentage  of  saccha- 
rine matter.  At  that  time  it  was  also  foimd 
tliat  beet  was  very  useful  for  feeding  stock,  and 
that  sheep  would  eat  it  in  preference  to  either 
mangolds  or  turnips.  Therefore  the  growth  of 
bett  might  be  useful  for  that  purpose  if  for  no 
other.  During  recent  visits  to  the  Gontmcnt  I 
have  been  to  some  districts  where  the  beet-root 
industry  is  carried  on,  and  I  think  I  could  give 
some  information  on  the  subject  which  might 
be  interesting.  I  took  some  figures  some  time 
ago  from  the  Beet-root  Sugar  Association  esta- 
WLshed  in  London,  and  from  them  I  find  that 
duiiug  the  last  ten  years  there  has  been  no 
increase — or  hardly  any — in  the  production  of 
b^-et  sugar  in  France  or  Belgium.  The  figures 
are  these : — 


1872. 

1R82. 

Inc. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

France  and  Belgium 

..    335,:J51 

3a;J,269 

57,yi« 

Genuan  Empire    ... 
Austria  and  Hungary     . 

..    180.106 

005,77.) 

410,000 

..    lGl,.5tJ6 

411,015 

aiO.iHl) 

liu«ia  and  Poland 

..      90,000 

270,000 

180,000 

Totals... 


776.043    l,680.a59    OCM.OIO 


Now,  one  reason,  I  understand,  why  so  large 
an  increase  has  taken  place  outside  of  Frauce 
iji  that  a  very  economical  process  has  been 
iv3oretly  worked  in  Germany  for  many  years 
and  until  recently,  when  patents  were  taken 
out  by  the  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Royal 


Agricultural  College  at  Berlin.  This  process 
is  now  being  adopted  in  France,  Austria,  and 
Russia^.  By  the  aid  of  that  process,  beet-root 
sugar  has  been  produced  in  Germany,  for 
several  years,  at  much  less  expense  than  in 
France.  The  reason  of  it  is  that,  in  the  new 
process,  agents  are  used  which  are  considered 
to  extract  every  portion  of  sugar  from  the  beet. 
So  far  as  I  could  moke  out  from  a  comparison 
of  the  soil  and  climate  where  beet  is  grown  in 
France  and  Germany,  I  tliink  there  is  reasoa 
to  believe  that  the  industry  will  be  successful 
in  New  Zealand.  Flrom  what  came  under  my 
observation  I  should  say  that  any  good  loans, 
soil  suitable  for  root  crops,  which  was  not  too 
rich  or  too  moist,  would  grow  beet  very  well.. 
I  think  that  se\'eral  parts  of  New  Zealand 
would  be  suitable  as  to  climate.  It  is  the  last 
month  that  is  most  importcbnt  in  the  growth  of 
beet,  when  there  should  be  dry  weather  and 
plenty  of  sun.  That  gives  a  good  percentage- 
of  sugar ;  but,  if  the  weather  is  cold  or  moist 
during  the  last  month,  then,  of  course,  the 
percentage  is  very.much  less.  With  respect  to 
the  remarks  of  the  Hon.  ^Mr.  Waterhouse  as  to. 
beet-growing  not  being  successful  in  England^ 
I  believe  the  reason  must  be  the  moist  climate 
and  the  want  of  sunshine.  But  there  is  a  very 
great  difference  in  the  climates  of  England 
and  New  Zealand,  in  favour  of  New  Zealand.. 
However,  during  the  last  few  months  there  has 
been  a  very  large  company  started  to  begin  the 
industry  again  m  Norfolk,  which  is  considered 
to  be  one  of  the  driest  parts  of  England ; 
and  this  new  mineral  earth  which  is  used 
in  the  process  of  sugar-extraction  is  also 
found  tliero,  which  is  an  additional  advantage.. 
That  company  has  been  started  with  a  very 
large  capital  within  the  last  six  or  eight 
months;  but  I  believe  it  is  not  in  working 
order  yet.  However,  from  a  comparison  made 
between  the  two  places,  I  think  it  is  an  experi- 
ment worthy  of  trial.  So  far  as  I  can  judge,, 
there  are  several  parts  of  New  Zealand  which 
are  very  similar  to  parts  of  France  and  Ger- 
many in  which  beet  is  successfully  grown.  I 
shall  certainly  support  the  Bill,  as  it  may  in- 
duce some  company  to  take  the  thing  up.  Of 
course,  in  France  there  are  some  very  large 
factories.  The  one  at  Cambray  is  an  enor- 
mous place,  which  cost  £200,000,  and  it  takes,. 
I  think,  about  three  hundred  thousand  tons  of 
roots  during  the  season.  Attached  to  it  are 
numerous  sheds  and  pens  for  feeding  stock,  the 
refuse  being  distributed  to  them  by  means  of  & 
short  tramNvay.  It  is  found  that  the  industry- 
will  only  pay  in  connection  with  feeding  stock 
on  the  refuse.  As  to  the  question  of  profits,  it 
is  very  dilfieult  to  obtain  any  information  there  ; 
but  from  my  own  observation  I  came  to  this, 
opinion:  I  could  hardly  think  the  sugar-beet 
would  be  grown  from  year  to  year  in  some  of 
the  best  soils  of  France  and  Germany,  if  it  did 
not  pay  them  a  great  deal  better  than  any 
other  crop.  The  companies  have  established 
largo  factories,  and  they  all  appear  to  pay  very 
good  dividends,  and,  generally  speaking,  there 
is  no  falling-ofi — there  are  no  factories  closed,, 
or  anything  of  the  sort.     The  increase  in  pro- 
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duction  in  Germany,  Austria,  and  Kussia  is 
something  enormous  in  the  Iflbst  four  years; 
and  I  do  not  think  they  would  go  on  unless  it 
proved  to  be  paying.  Some  objection  hfcs  been 
made  on  account  of  the  labour  question.  Of 
course,  in  the  cultivation  of  beet,  a  great  deal 
is  done  by  machinery ;  I  know  that  even  the 
weeding  of  it  is  done  generally  by  small 
ploughs.  The  industry  Aords  a  very  large 
amount  of  labour,  and  during  the  winter 
months  there  is  a  very  large  amount  of  labour 
in  the  factories.  I  should  say  that  a  factory 
here,  with  accommodation  for  feeding  stock  on 
the  refuse,  would  hardly  be  established  under 
fifty  or  sixty  thousand  pounds.  However,  I 
think  we  should  offer  this  inducement,  which 
may  lead  some  one  to  take  it  up.  I  do  not 
think  it  at  all  unlikely  that  persons  already 
engaged  in  the  industry  might  be  induced  to 
come  out  and  take  it  up,  and  for  that  reason  I 
: shall  support  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT.— Although  the 
Bill  is  rather  a  violation  of  the  principles  of 
Free-trade,  I  think  it  is  such  a  violation  as  would 
meet  with  the  sanction  of  the  advocates  of  Free- 
trade  themselves.  It  proposes  a  merely  tem- 
porary sacrifice  for  very  large  and  permanent 
benefit,  as  it  may  lead  to  the  establishment  of 
-a  great  and  important  industry.  I  think  that 
even  Mill  himself  distinctly  sanctions  such  a 
deviation  from  the  principles  of  Free-trade  for 
such  a  purpose.  In  a  new  country  a  variety 
of  industries  is  very  desirable,  and  this  is  an 
attempt,  so  far,  to  promote  that  desideratum. 
We  ought  not  to  be  satisfied  to  go  to  the  vei^^ 
ends  of  the  earth,  if  it  can  be  avoided,  for  such 
an  article  of  constant  and  large  consumption 
as  sugar.  No  doubt,  as  has  been  said,  the  cul- 
tivation of  beet-root  or  sorghum  can  only  be 
carried  on  successfully  where  labour  is  cheap ; 
and  I  was  rather  amused  to  find,  in  an  account 
of  'their  cultivation  in  France,  that  it  is  men- 
tioned, with  some  degree  of  gratification,  that 
labourers  at  piece-work  are  able  to  make 
Is.  G^d.  to  Is.  8d.  a  day.  But  labour  may  be 
-cheapened  in  two  ways,  either  by  the  lowering 
of  wages  or  by  the  application  of  machinery. 
Now,  those  who  have  been  long  engaged  in 
farming  in  New  Zealand  will  recollect  how 
very  much  the  cost  of  production  has  been 
cheapened  by  the  latter  method.  In  many 
farming  operations — especially  those  connected 
with  mowing  and  reaping — the  expense  is  now 
only  one-fourth  of  what  it  was  twenty  or  thirty 
years  ago.  Nothing  is  more  likely  than  that 
machinery  could  be  applied  to  the"  cultivation 
of  beet-root  with  similar  success.  I  think,  too, 
that,  when  a  measure  comes  to  us  from  the 
Government,  and  with  the  sanction  of  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  nothing  but 
the  most  weighty  considerations  should  induce 
us  to  throw  it  out.  If  this  Bill  becomes  a 
dead-letter,  I  do  not  know  that  much  mis- 
•chief  will  result.  It  would  be  only  having 
•one  more  inoperative  riieasure  on  the  Statute 
(Book.  But  I  believe  it  possible  that  it  may 
'become  operative  :  at  any  rate,  I  thjnk  it  is 
worth  while  to  make  the  offer  to  the  world,  and 
tthe  offer  may  be  accepted.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
Hon.  Mr,  O.  Buckley 


second  reading  in  the  hope  that  the  Bill  may 
lead  to  beneficial  results. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  think  I 
have  nothing  to  reply  to.  The  only  objection 
that  has  been  urged  by  the  opponents  of  the 
Bill  is  that  it  will  be  inoperative,  through  no 
one  taking  advantage  of  it.  Well,  if  so,  it  c&n 
do  no  harm  to  put  ib  on  the  Statute  Book. 
I  hold,  however,  that  there  is  every  chance 
that  it  will  be  taken  advantage  of.  The  Hon. 
Mr.  Williamson  has  mentioned  one  case  in 
support  of  that  view ;  and  I  myself  was  told, 
a  day  or  two  ago,  that  there  was  one  party 
in  Southland  prepared  to  put  two  thousand 
acres  into  the  cultivation  of  beet — how  much 
beyond  that  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say.  It 
has  been  stated  that  our  climate  is  not  good 
for  beet,  and  it  has  been  compared  with  that 
of  Great  Britain.  Now,  there  is  no  comparison. 
We  have  a  climate  at  the  Strath  Taieri  and 
Maniototo,  in  the  interior  of  Otago,  where  yon 
can  grow  any  fruit  almost  in  the  open  air- 
grapes,  peaches,  &c. — I  do  not  know  if  they 
have  tried  oranges.  Lower  down  there  ia  a 
more  moist  climate,  and  in  Southland  it  is  both 
colder  and  moister.  We  have  all  sorts  of 
climates,  and  it  would  be  very  strange  to  me 
if  beet  would  not  grow  in  many  parts  of  the 
colony.  I  feel  perfectly  certain  that  it  is  to 
the  advantage  of  the  colony  that  this  Bill 
should  be  passed,  and  I  do  trust  the  CSouncil 
will  agree  with  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  pass  it,  giving  parties  the  oppor- 
tunity to  take  advantage  of  its  provisions. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

NEW  ZEALAND  LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— In  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  think  I  m&y 
safely  follow. the  example  set  in  another  place 
when  it  was  moved  in  that  Chamber,  and  make  , 
very  few  remarks  upon  it.    It  is  one  of  those  ', 
Bills  which  are  always  received  with  more  or 
less  pleasure  by  the  Legislature.     It  is  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  loan  of  one  and  a  half 
millions.      If    honourable  members    recollect 
the  statement  made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
in  his  Financial  Statement,  they  will  not  need 
to  be  reminded  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern-   | 
ment  was  to  borrow  one  and  a  half  millions,   ' 
and  with  the  view  of  carrying  out  that  policy 
this  Bill  is  framed.    I  notice  it  was  received 
with  such  favour  by  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature  that  no  discussion  whatever  took 
place  on  the  second  reading  there.  i 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  have  no 
doubt,  Sir,  that  this  Bill  was  received  with    ; 
rapture  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  it  will  be  re- 
ceived in  any  other  spirit  in  this,  and  I  am    ; 
satisfied  that  it  will  be  received  with  pleasure    : 
by  the  colony  at  large.    We  have  taken  up  the 
policy  of  borrowing.    We  depend  upon  borrow-    ! 
ing,  and  it  is  generally  recognized  that,  without 
borrowing,  we  should  be  called  upon  to  exercise 
economy  and  prudence,  which  are  not  in  accord- 
ance with  our  habits.     We  have  borrowed  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  our  position  as  a 
colony  one  of  danger,  and,  having  this  belief,  I 
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•oannot  by  my  vote  sanction  any  increase  in  the 
indebtedness  of  the  colony.  I  think  it  would 
"be  well  for  the  colony  if  Parliament  examined 
oar  financial  jposition  more  carefully  and  criti- 
cally than  it  is  in  the  hahit  of  doing.  Owing 
to  l^ii  continual  borrowing,  we  do  not  realize 
to  what  extent  we  are  indebted  to  borrowing  for 
paying  our  way.  We  have  not  been  broughb 
face  to  face  with  our  financial  difficulties,  be- 
cause we  are  continually  receiving  relief  from 
loans.  What  is  our  position  ?  We  borrow  to 
bay  Native  lands.  We  sell  the  Native  lands. 
With  the  proceeds  we  do  not  pay  ofi  the  loan 
incurred  in  connection  with  the  purchase  of 
those  lands,  but  we  absorb  the  proceeds  in  the 
general  revenue,  and  that  portion  of  the  loan 
goes  to  pay  our  current  expenditure.  Again, 
we  borrow  to  make  roads  to  open  districts. 
When  the  lands  opened  by  borrowed  money  are 
:8old,  we  never  think  of  the  indebtedness  incurred 
in  connection  with  these  works,  and  of  the 
increased  value  given  to  the  land,  but  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  land  when  sold  at  go  once  into  our 
general  revenue ;  and  in  this  way  borrowed 
money  still  helps  to  pay  our  current  expen- 
ditore.  We  borrow  to  erect  works,  to  build 
•roads  and  bridges,  and  then  we  borrow  to  jre- 
bnild  those  bridges  when  they  are  carried  away 
and  to  repair  those  roads  when  they  are  worn 
down.  Sir,  it  is  time  that  we  realized  our  posi- 
tion. We  cannot  go  on  for  ever  in  this  way. 
We  are  living  up  to  our  credit,  so  that,  if  any 
•calamity  befell  the  colony  in  consequence  of  war 
or  anything  of  that  kind,  we  should  find  our- 
selves perfectly  helpless.  Is  there  one  person 
in  the  colony  who  does  not  realize  that,  with 
the  first  cannon-shot  fired  in  a  war  between 
England  and  a  first-class  European  Power,  our 
position  would  be  so  critical  that  we  should  not 
be  able  to  maintain  the  full  payment  of  the 
interest  on  our  loans?  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  lead  some  persons,  at  any  rate,  to  more 
carefully  consider  our  position,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  relieve  my  conscience  of  the  respon- 
sibility of  incurring  debts  which  I  believe  we 
shall  not  be  able  eventually  to  meet,  to  make 
these  remarks.  . 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  must  say  that  I 
do  not  myself  share  in  the  joyousness  with 
which  this  proposal  to  add  to  our  indebtedness 
has  been  received,  though  I  am  quite  conscious 
that  nothing  I  can  say  will  prevent  the  colony 
for  the  present  from  pursuing  the  onward  course 
<m  which  it  is  projected. .  But  I  take  this  ob- 
jection €6  the  Bill :  that  there  is  a  very  inordi- 
j  nate  disproportion  between  the  "bread"  and 
the  "sack."  We  are  invited  to  appropriate  a 
sian  of  £13,000  for  immigration— which  I  hold 
to  be  the  bread  of  life  to  the  colony — and  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  the  million  and  a  half 
in  works  which  are  certainly  less  important 
than  that.  I  want  to  know  why,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  colony,  staggering  as  it  is 
under  a  load  of  debt,  so  small  a  sum  as  £13,000 
should  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  immigration,  and  why  £40,000 
should  be  proposed  to  be  wasted  on  gold-fields 
Eoads,  water-races,  and  so  on,  encouraging  a 


useless  and  mischievous  industry  on  the  gold 
fields.  However,  nothing  I  can  say  will  have 
any  effect  in  arresting  our  progress  until  we 
have  got  a  little  farther.  All  I  can  do  is  to 
enter  my  protest  against  this  policy. 

The  Hon,  Mr.  BONAR.— I  might  be  inclined 
to  follow  my  honourable  friend  Dr.  Pollen  in 
regard  to  the  vote  for  immigration,  but  I  really 
take  exception  to  and  protest  against  his  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  gold  fieldA— that  the  sum 
set  apart  for  gold-fields  water-races,  and  so 
forth,  will  only  tend  to  keep  up  a  mischievous 
industry.  I  think  the  Legislature  knows  better 
than  that.  I  think,  when  we  consider  that 
this  mischievous  industry  has  supported  a  large 
population,  and  exported  gold  wosth  £40,000,000, 
raised  from  land  that  otherwise  was  practi- 
cally useless,  it  is  too  bad  for  any  member  of 
the  Legislature  to  condemn  that  industry  as  a 
mischievous  one,  seeing  that  it  has  promoted 
the  welfare  of  the  colony.  I  think  it  is  neces- 
sary that  this  money  should  be  borrowed.  I 
think  we  cannot  help  it,  and,  so  long  as  the 
money  is  applied  to  works  that  have  been  com- 
menced, so  that  we  may  not  have  a  number  of 
works  lying  half  completed  all  ovep  the  colony, 
it  will  be  to  our  advantage. 

The  Hon.  Mr,  REYNOLDS.— I  have  been 
attacked  two  or  three  times  by  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Richmond  on  previous  occasions  for  not  giv- 
ing my  opinion  on  measures  that  have  been 
brought  forward ;  and,  in  case  he  should  at- 
tack me  on  the  present  occasion,  I  rise  to  ex- 
plain my  vote  regarding  this  Bill.  I  am  as 
much  opposed  to  the  expenditure  of  money  on 
unproductive  works  as  any  one  in  the  colony, 
but  the  works  under  consideratiqn  have  been 
commenced  by  previous  Governments,  and  they 
must  be  completed.  If  honourable  members 
will  look  at  the  estimates  they  will  see  that 
the  expenditure  is  kept  as  low  as  possible  on  aU 
unproductive  works,  except  such  as  are  in  pro- 
gress and  must  be  completed. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— I  think  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Pollen  is  perfectly  correct  in  his 
views  on  immigration.  I  should  much  rather 
see  the  £40,000  placed  on  the  estimates  for  im- 
migration than  the  paltry  sum  now  proposed — 
£13,000.  How  are  we  to  pay  our  debts  if  we 
do  not  encourage  immigration?  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  if  we  go  on  borrowing  large 
sums  of  money  to  spend  on  unremunerative 
works  on  gold  fields  we  shall  be  doing  that 
which  is  very  unwise. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

PROPERTY-TAX  BILL. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time, 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said,— I  am  not 
rising  withany  intention  of  offering  opposition 
to  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  I  must  say 
I  think  this  is  a  very  bad,  an  exceedingly  self- 
ish, measure.  The  property-tax  is  the  only 
contribution  to  the  revenue  made  by  persons 
holdii)g  property ;  and  this  is  the  first  step  to 
throw  the  whole  of  the  taxation  on  those  people 
who  are  least  able  to  bear  it.     I  am  quite 
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aware  that  it  will  be  received  with  favour,  and 
any  opposition  of  mine  can  do  nothing ;  but  I 
think  it  is  a  very  unjust  measure. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock 
p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wed)iesdayy  5th  November,  1884, 


First  Readings— Second  Reading— PoranRahau-Wai- 
pukurau  Railway— B.  West  —  Ammunition— Coke 
for  Locomotives  —  Gravel  Reserve,  Waitangi  — 
Broadleaf  for  Sleepers— Friendly  Societies'  Dole- 

faten— Wingatui  Viaduct— Macrae's  Telephone— 
'embroke  Police-quarters— Parcels  on  Railways 
—  Nevis  Valloy-Garston  Road  — Belgian  Immi- 
grants—  Wsbtport  Colliery  Company  —  J.  W. 
Crawford— J.  Dinan— Felling  Timber  on  Road- 
lines  —  Beet-root  Sugar  —  Te  Kooti  —  Katikati- 
Thames  Telegianh— Wanganui  Harbour  Board 
Empowering  Bill  —  Bankruptcy  Bill  —  Native 
Lands  Settlement  Bill  —  Civil  List  Bill  —  Mail 
Service  with  England  —  Wellington  Hospital  — 
Supply. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

PSAYESS. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Railways  Authorization  Bill,  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill. 

PORANGAHAU-WAIPUKURAU   RAIL- 
WAY. 

I^Ir.  SMITH  asked  the  ^linister  for  Public 
Works,  Whetlier  the  Government  will,  during 
the  recess,  have  a  survey  made  of  a  branch 
railway-line  to  connect  Porangahau  with  the 
main  lino  at  Waipukufau  ?  He  had  merely  to 
say  that  if  this  branch  railway-line  were  made 
it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  district. 
He  hoped  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  would 
be  able  to  see  his  way  to  have  a  survey  made. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  cost  of  sur- 
vey would  be  £700,  and  the  Government  were 
not  prepared  to  incur  this  expense  at  the  pre- 
sent time. 

B.  WEST. 

Mr.  MOSS  asked  the  Government,  If  they 
have  been  informed  that  one  Benjamin  West 
was,  on  the  28th  October,  sent  to  gaol  in  Auck- 
land as  a  vagrant,  that  he  was  then  in  a  dying 
state,  and  died  three  days  after  his  sentence ; 
also,  wb ether  they  will  take  steps  to  provide 
proper  means  for  the  reception  of  unfortunate 
perHons  of  this  kind  who  are  necessarily  sent 
to  the  common  gaol  ?  He  had  asked  a  question 
of  a  similar  character  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  session.  He  know  nothing  of  the  person  re- 
ferred to.  West  was  sent  to  prison  as  a  vagrant 
in  a  dying  state.  He  was  in  that  state  when 
sentence  was  passed  upon  him,  and  he  died 
three  days  after  admission.  There  was  no 
fitting  place  to  which  such  persons  could  be 
sent.  The  hospital  was  full,  and  the  other 
institutions  hod  a  natural  dislike  to  taking  in 
Hon.  Mr.  Wilson 


persons  of  this  kind.  The  time  had  come 
when  some  provision  should  be  made  by  who- 
ever was  responsible  in  the  matter.  It  was 
with  that  object  he  had  brought  the  case  under 
the  notice  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  he  had  made  in- 
quiries respecting  this  case,  and  had  ascer- 
tained that  a  man  named  Benjamin  West  was 
sentenced  to  one  year's  imprisonment,  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  on  a  charge  of  vagrancy,  and  sent 
to  the  prison  infirmary.  He  was  not  sent  to 
the  penal  portion  of  the  prison.  He  died  at 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  31st — three 
days  after  his  admission.  He  was  an  old  of> 
fender,  and  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health. 

AMMUNITION. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  he  could  not  relax  the  present  restric- 
tions on  the  sale  of  ammunition,  so  as  to  allow 
it  to  be  sold  until  6  p.m.  instead  of  4  p.iZL, 
such  restriction  being  attended  with  great  in- 
convenience to  country  settlers  ? 

^Ir.  BALLANCE  replied  that  there  was  no 
objection  to  relax  the  present  restrictions  to 
the  extent  asked  for  on  the  sale  of  ammunition, 
and  an  alteration  in  the  regulations  would  ac- 
cordingly be  made. 

COKE  FOR  LOCOMOTIVES. 

Llr.  O'CALLAGHAN  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether  he  will  .take  into  his 
consideration  the  advisableness  of  using  coke 
instead  of  coal  for  locomotives,  whenever  th& 
passenger  traffic  through  tunnels  in  the  colony 
is  sufTicicnt  to  warrant  it,  for  the  convenience 
of  the  travelling  public  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  found,  on  re- 
ference to  the  department,  that  this  question 
had  been  brought  up  and  dealt  with  by  a  pre^ 
vious  Minister.  Ho  thought  tho  matter  de- 
served further  consideration,  and  he  should  \» 
glad  to  see  what  could  be  done.  He  had  bean 
informed  that  the  cost  of  this  change  on  one 
line  alone  would  be  £1,200  a  year,  but  he  was 
bound  to  say  that  he  did  not  see  how  such  a 
largo  expenditure  could  be  incurred.  He  would 
look  into  the  matter. 

GRAVEL  RESERVE,  WAITANGI. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  Whether  he  will  give  effect  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  Waimate  County  Council,  that 
Gravel  Reserve  No.  817,  Waitangi  District, 
which  is  no  longer  required  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  reserved,  may  be  offered  for  sale  ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  said  section  will  be  sub- 
mitted at  the  land  sale  to  be  held  at  Waimate 
in  March  next  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  there  was  no  objection 
to  the  sale  of  this  reserve,  but  legislative  au- 
thority would  be  required  before  it  could  be 
sold. 

BROADLEAF  FOR  SLEEPERS. 

Mr.  W.  J,  STEWARD  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  Whether,  seeing  that  it  has  been 
admitted  that  broadleajf,  if  obtainable  of  suit- 
able size,  is  admirably  adapted  for  railway 
sleepers,  he  will  direct  that,  in  order  to  test 
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the  question,  this  kind  of  timber  should,  in 
inture,  be  mentioned,  in  calling  for  tenders  for 
the  supply  of  sleepers  in  the  South  Island,  as 
one  of  those  descriptions  for  which  tenders  may 
be  submitted  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  there  was  no  ob- 
jection to  broadleaf  being  mentioned  in  future 
specifications,  and  therefore  it  would  be  in- 
duded. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES'  DELEGATES. 

Mr.  HATCH  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Woiks,  Will  the  Government  make  such  a  con- 
cession as  will  allow  delegates  of  the  various 
friendly  societies  to  travel,  on  Government  rail- 
ways at  the  excursion  rates  to  their,  annual 
meetings  of  delegates?  The  various  friendly 
societies  were  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  some  extent  so  far  as  their  funds  were 
concerned,  and  the  Government  therefore  had 
some  interest  in  seeing  that  the  funds  were  not 
mmecessarily  spent,  and  might  very  well  make 
sudh  a  concession  as  was  suggested  in  the* 
question. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that,  if  the 
numbers  of  these  friendly  -  society  delegates 
were  sufficiently  large,  no  doubt  some  con- 
sideration might  be  given;  but  the  question 
was  so  vague,  if  the  honourable  member  would 
allow  him  to  say  so,  that  it  was  not  easy  to 
give  a  direct  answer.  However,  he  might  pro- 
mise that  every  possible  facility  would  be  given 
to  insure  the  cheap  travelling  of  delegates. 

WINGATUI  VIADUCT. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Minis- 
ter  for  Public  Works,  If  he  has  given  considera- 
tion to  the  question  as  to  whether  the  object 
of  the  viaduct  mentioned  in  the  Public  Works 
Statement  as  the  Wingatui  Viaduct  might  be 
better,  more  expeditiously,  and  more  economi- 
cally attained  by  means  of  earthwork  and 
cuhert  ?  He  asked  this  question  because  he 
had  been  informed,  on  good  engineering  autho- 
rity, that  what  was  suggested  in  the  question 
could  easily  be  done.  He  was  informed  that 
earthwork  could  be  constructed  at  half  the 
oost  ojE  tlie  viaduct,  and  in  less  time;  and  it 
must  also  be  remembered  that  the  construc- 
tion of  earthworks  would  employ  a  large  num- 
ber of  hands  in  the  meantime,  which  in  itself 
would  be  a  great  boon.  His  object  in  asking 
the  question  was  to  set  the  matter  at  rest. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  informant 
was  in  error.  Buring  the  last  six  weeks  or  two 
months  he  had  gone  closely  into  the  matter 
with  the  engineers  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, and  the  result  of  his  investigations  was 
entirely  opposed  to  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  stated.  A  special  survey  had  been 
made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  rela- 
tive cost  of  doing  the  work  in  these  different 
ways,  and  it  was  found  that  the  viaduct  would 
cost  considerably  less  than  the  earthwork,  even 
as  a  matter  of  first  cost ;  but  then  there  would 
be  a  heavy  charge  for  maintaining  the  embank- 
ment for  a  considerable  time,  because  it  would 
take  a  long  timo  for  an  embankment  of  the  depth 
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required  to  finally  settle.  If  this  work  had  been 
put  in  hand  two  or  three  years  ago,  as  it  should 
have  been,  there  would  have  been  plenty  of 
work  for  the  unemployed  by  this  time.  He 
might  add  that  he  had  altered  the  specifica- 
tions so  that  all  the  articles  required  in  the 
construction  of  the  viaduct  could  be  obtained  ' 
in  the  colony.  ,The  work  would  cost  close  on 
£20,000. 

Mr.  FULTON  moved  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  to  enable  him  to  say  that,  like  the 
honourable  member  for  Mount  Ida,  he  had  had 
this  matter  brought  under  his  notice  more  than 
once  by  persons  in  the  district,  and  by  engi- 
neers, who  had  informed  him  that,  though  the 
embankment  would  probably  not  cost  less  than 
the  viaduct — it  certainly  would  cost  no  more, 
or  very  little  more — there  would  be  this  great 
advantage :  that  there  would  be  nothing  re- 
quired for  repairs  except,  8,8  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  had  said,  at  the  outset. 

l^Ir.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  said  "for  a  con- 
siderable time." 

Mr.  FULTON  supposed  the  expense  would 
simply  be  while  the  embankment  was  settling ; 
but  in  the  case  of  a  viaduct  there  would  always 
be  a  maintenance  charge.  There  would  also 
be  this  advantage  in  connection  with  earth- 
work :  that  it  would  give  employment  to  the  un- 
employed at  work  which  they  could  all  do,  and 
they  would  get  exactly  what  they  were  worth. 
If  the  Minister  had  not  absolutely  •committed 
himself,  he  (Mr.  Fulton)  should  be  glad  if  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  go  into  the  ques- 
tion, and  see  whether  this  proposal  could  really 
be  carried  out  with  advantage. 

Mr.  FERGUS  was  sorry  the  discussion  had 
arisen,  because  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  had  taken  the  right 
course.  It  would  be  far  better  for  the  honour- 
able members  for  Mount  Ida  and  the  Taieri  to 
allow  the  Government  to  go  on  with  the  work 
at  once,  instead  of  suggesting  this  alternative. 
A  viaduct  over  Mulloc^  Gully  would  certainly 
be  cheaper  than  an  embankment.  As  for  the 
cry  about  the  unemployed,  he  hoped  they 
would  hear  no  more  about  that.  He  hoped 
there  would  soon  be  plenty  of  work  to  absorb 
all  the  unemployed. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  result  of  cal- 
culations was  that  the  estimate  was  over  £6,000 
in  favour  of  the  viaduct,  even  taking  earth- 
work at  the  very  lowest  rate.  He  was  not 
aware  of  any  case  of  an  embankment  such  as 
that  proposed  being  constructed.  In  addition 
to  the  embankment,  a  tunnel  of  considerable 
length  would  be  required  to  carry  pff  the  water 
coming  down  the  gully. 

Mr.  PULTON  had  not  intended  to  set  him- 
self up  as  an  engineering  authority,  but  had 
simply  brought  the  matter  forward  in  order 
that  doubts  might  be  set  at  rest. 

Motion  for  adjournment  withdrawn. 

MACRAE'S  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked  the  Com- 
missioner of  Telegraphs,  If  he  will  establish  & 
telephone  station  at  Macrae's  ? 

^Ir.  STOUT  said  the  railway  would  soon  be 
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extended  from  Palmerston  to  Jordan's,  and 
arrangements  would  then  be  made  to  comply 
with  the  request  contained  in  the  question. 

PEMBROKE  POLICE-QUARTERS. 

Mr.  FERGUS  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice, 
Whether  he  will  cause  police-quarters  to  be 
erected  at  Pembroke  ? 

Mr.  TOLE  said  he  believed  there  was  need 
for  a  police-station  at  Pembroke,  and  steps 
would  be  taken  to  have  one  erected. 

PARCELS  ON  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  If  it  is  profitable  for  the  Railway  De- 
partment to  collect  parcels  at  Rangiora  to 
carry  to  Christchurch,  would  it  not  be  more 
profitable  to  collect  parcels  at  Christchurch 
and  Dunedin  to  carry  from  one  of  those  cities 
to  the  other? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  experience 
had  been  so  satisfactory  that,  in  future  de- 
livery contracts,  provision  would  be  made  for 
collecting  parcels  in  all  the  large  towns  of  the 
•colony. 

NEVIS  VALLEY-GARSTON  ROAD. 

Mr.  FERGUS  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
Whether  he  will  cause  a  road  to  be  constructed 
to  connect  the  Nevis  Valley  with  Garston  Rail- 
way-station via  the  Nokomai  Saddle?  The 
Tofltd  would  cost  about  £800,  and,  besides  con- 
necting the  valley  with  this  railway-station 
on  the  Invercargill-Kingston  Railway-line,  it 
would  also  open  lands  fit  for  settlement. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  the  road  would 
cost  at  least  three  times  the  amount  stated  by 
the  honourable  member,  and  he  had  not  been 
able  to  learn  that  the  advantage  would  be  at 
all  commensurate  with  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  FERGUS  said  he  did  not  ask  for  a 
macadamized  road,  but  simply  for  a  track. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  would  make 
further  inquiries. 

BELGIAN  IMMIGRANTS. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  asked  the  Government, 
Whether,  on  the  arrival  of  M.  De  Harven  and 
his  party,  the  pioneers  of  Belgian  immigration 
to  New  Zealand,  they  will  afford  them  facilities 
for  visiting  all  parts  of  the  colony,  and  afford 
them  all  available  information  and  assistance 
for  the  purpose  of  their  mission?  The  question 
needed  more  explanation  than  questions  ordi- 
narily did,  and  he  must  therefore  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  for  a  few  moments.  M.  De 
Harven  and  Jiis  party  were  not,  he  understood, 
officially  accredited  in  any  way. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Yes. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.—Not  by  the  King  of  the 
Belgians. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No ;  by  Lord  Derby. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  was  glad  to  hear  that. 
JEEe  knew  they  were  not  accredited  by  the 
Belgian  Government..  They  were  representa- 
tives of  a  syndicate  at  Antwerp,  who  had 
raised  a  couple  of  thousand  poimds  for  ex- 
penditure on  this  mission ;  and  M.  De  Harven's 
brother  had  applied  to  him  (Mr.  Wakefield),  as 
Mr.  Stout 


one  who  took  great  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
had  asked  him  if  the  party  would  receive  offi- 
cial recognition  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  occurred  to  lum  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  afford  the  party  such  recogniUon 
as  a  matter  of  course,  especially  when  he 
remembered  the  interest  taken  in  such  matten 
by  the  Treasurer,  who  was,  he  believed,  per- 
sonally'acquainted  with  M.  De  Harven.  He 
therefore  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  im- 
plying by  this  question  that  the  Government 
were  not  likely  to  have  considered  the  matter. 
He  had  no  doubt  that,  in  reply  to  his  questicm, 
they  would  hear  tliat  the  Government  had  had 
the  subject  under  consideration.  He,  however, 
wished  to  point  out  that  this  movement  was  of 
great  importance  to  the  colony,  because,  if  the 
expectations  of  those  who  were  concerned  in 
it  were  at  all  realized,  it  would  tend  to  bring  a 
great  deal  of  capital  into  the  colony,  and  ubo 
a  large  population  of  a  most  desirable  clasSi 
without-  any  expense  to  the  New  Zealand  Qo- 
vernment.  He  held  in  his  hand  what  w6  in 
this  colony  should  call  the  prospectus,  in  which 
the  objects  of  this  syndicate  were  set  forth. 
It  appeared  th&t  they  had  here  the  nuelens 
of  a  very  important  organization,  which  should 
receive  every  encouragement.  It  was  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  friends  of  these  gentlemen  in 
New  Zealand,  who  were  in  communication 
with  them,  and  who  were  not  acquainted 
with  the  extent  to  which  the  Government  had 
gone  in  the  matter,  that  he  had  placed  the 
question  on  the  Paper. 

Mr.  STOUT,  who  was  inaudible  in  the  gal- 
lery, was  understood  to  say  that  honourable 
members  would  see  Or  was  not  necessary  to  pat 
such  a  question  on  the  Paper ;  but,  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  put,  he  would  reply  by 
saying  that  the  Government  were  notified  of 
the  intended  visit  through  the  Colonial  Office, 
and  the  Government  would  do  what  they 
could  to  make  these  gentlemen  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  colony  and  its  resources. 

III.  WAKEFIELD'S  only  reason  for  saying 
M.  De  Harven  was  not  accredited  was  that  ho  i 
had  applied  to  the  Belgian  Govefnnient,  who, 
although  they  expressed  every  sympathy  with 
the  movement,  had  felt  obliged  to  decline  to 
give  it  any  official  recognition. 

WESTPORT  COLLIERY  COMPANY. 
Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  take  steps  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  and  report 
upon  the  circumstances  imder  which  the  Minis- 
ter of  Lands  authorized  the  saJe  of  the  town- 
ship of  Wallseud  to  the  Westport  Colliery  Com- 
pany on  the  7th  June,  1884  ?  If  the  Government 
had  given  this  company  the  freehold  of  the 
Wallsend  Coal  Mine,  he  failed  to  see  how  the 
conditions  stated  by  the  Minister  of  Landa  as 
to  giving  the  occupiers  a  lease  of  their  holdings 
could  be  carried  into  effect.  He  wished  to 
have  a  Committee  appointed  in  order  that  full 
information  might  be  obtained,  and  a  report  fur- 
nished to  the  House  recommending  what  steps 
should  be  taken.  He  had  heard  it  said  that 
tho  company  were  not  desirous  of  retaining 
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this  freettold,  bnt  were  willing  to  give  it  back 
idt  the  amount  padd.  If  a  Committee  oonld 
ascertain  that  to  be  a  fact,  it  would  do  a  veiy 
great  service  to  the  ii^teresta  of  settlement  in  a 
fising  and  important  distriot. 

Mr.  6ALLAKCE  said  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  himself  should  have 
moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee. 
The  'Government  did  not  recognize  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  appoint  a  Committee;  and,  as 
the  honourable  gentleman,  moreover,  ought  to 
be  aware,  at  this  stage  of  the  session  it  would 
be  entirely  useless  to  appoint  a  Committee. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  It  was  stated  that  this  land  was 
gold  to  the  company  at  £5  per  acre;  and  the 
tenants  were  then  paying  £5  a  yeaor  for  an 
eighth  of  an  acre,  which  was  to  be  reduced 
to  £2  10s.  As  the  company  were  thus  getting 
a  rental  of  J620  an  acre,  the  freehold  of  which 
only  cost  £5,  surely  there  ought  to  be  some- 
thing bindiiig  on  the  company  to  give  the 
tenants  leases.  He  thought  a  Boyal  Commis- 
sion should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
matter  during  the  recess.     . 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said  he  would  have  moved 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  himself  if 
the  Standing  Orders  enabled  him  to  bring  for- 
^fard  such  a  motion ;  but  if  he  had  given  notice 
oi  motion  it  would  never  have  been  heard  of 
■again.  The  Government,  however,  could  have 
brought  forward  such  a  motion  at  any  time. 
He  regretted  that  the  Government  did  not 
ihink  this  was  a  matter  that  should  be  in- 
quired into. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  member  was 
hardly  correct  in  saying  the  Government  did 
not  think  tbo  matter  should  be  inquii^ed  into. 
To  appoint  a  Committee  at  this  stage  of  the 
session  would  simply  be  burking  inquiry  alto- 
gether. It  was  a  matter  that  could  be  in- 
quired into  next  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  would  point  out  that  a  Crown 
grant  had  not'yet  been  issued.  .  In  the  meaz^ 
time  the  grant  should  be  held  in  abeyance, 
because  the  point  raiised  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Greymouibh  was  a  very  important 
•one,  for,  if  the  Crown  grant  were  issued  to 
the  company,  the  Government  would  have  no 
right  to  claim  the  full  observance  of  the  condi- 
tions mentioned  by  the  late  Minister  of  Lands 
as  to  rentals  of  the  tenants. 

Mr.  O'CONOR  considered  it  a  very  great  pity 
indeed  that  a  matter  of  this  kind  Should  be 
brought  up  for  discussion  in  this  inconvenient 
way.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  a  contract  had  been 
entered  into  with  certain  private  individuals, 
and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment, without  giving  these  people  a  claim  for 
compensation,  to  violate  that  contract.  They 
had  paid  their  money  and  got  their  receipt, 
which  was  just  as  good  to  them  as  a  Crown 
^lant.  He  considered  that  really  there  had 
been  a  great  cry  raised  about  very  little.  If 
this  rent  which  had  been  mentioned  was  exorbi- 
tant, why  did  not  the  Government  charge  their 
^nants  less  for  land  in  their  own  possession  at 
Westport,  where  tenants  had  put  all  the  im- 
provements on  .the  land  without  any  Aid  from 


the  Government,  and  yet  were  charged  more 
than  three  times  what  this  company  was 
charging  ? 

J.  W.  CRAWFORD. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  If  he  wUl  inquire  into  the  claim  . 
for  compensation  made  by  J.  W.  Crawford — 
who  was  injured  while  engaged  at  work  on  the 
Greynaouth  Harbour  works  —  with  a  view  of 
affording  relief  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  he  would 
inquire  into  the  matter. 

J.  DINAN. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  tor  Pub- 
lic Works,  If  he  will  inquire  into  tjhe  claim  for 
compensation  made  by  John  Dinan — ^who  was 
injured  while  engaged  at  work  at  the  Grey- 
mouth  Harbour  quarry  works — ^with  a  view  of 
affording  relief  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  would  inquire 
into  this  matter  also. 

FELLING  TIMBER  ON  ROAD-LINES. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  the  Govenmient  will,  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, take  any  action  to  carry  out  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Waste  Lands  Board  of  the 
Wellington  Distriot  relating  to  the  advisability 
of  felling  timber  on  road-lines  previously  to  the 
blocks  of  land  being  thrown  open  for  sale? 
The  local  b6dies  in  the  Wairarapa  experienced 
great  difficulty  in  keeping  roads  in  a  fair  state 
of  repair,  owing  to  the  fact  that,  when  they 
passed  through  bush,  they  were  overshadowed 
by  the  dense  growth  of  timber,  so  that  the  sun 
could  never  get  into  them.  He  trusted  the  Go- 
vernment would  see  their  way  to  place  a  suffi- 
cient sum  on  the  estimates  to  enable  the  Waste 
Lands  Board  to  make  arrangements  to  fell  a 
certain  amount  of  bush  on  each  side  of  the 
roads  in  new  bush  districts,  before  the  land  was 
offered  for  sale.  There  would  then  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  adding  the  value  of  such  work  to  the 
upset  price  of  the  land  before  sale,  so  that  when 
the  lands  were  sold  the  Government  would  not 
suffer  any  loss. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  understood  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Waste  Lands  Board  was  to 
the  effect  that  money  should  be  placed  at  their 
disposal  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the  roads^ 
or,  at  any  rate,  felling  the  timber  five  chains 
wide.  The  department  had  hitherto  always 
retained  in  its  own  hands  the  responsibility  for 
doing  this  work,  and  he  saw  no  reason  what- 
ever for  changing  the  system.  With  regard  to 
clearing  the  road  five  chains  wide,  he  agreed 
with  the  honourable  member  that  it  was  desir- 
able in  some  places,  and,  where  it  was  neces- 
sary, that  was  now  done,  and  would  be  done  in 
future. 

BEET-ROOT  SUGAR. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
If  he  will  cause  Parliamentary  Paper  H.-2, 
1876,  to  be  reprinted,  with  a  view  to  its  general 
circulation  ?  This  was  a.  paper  by  Sir  Julius 
Vogel  relating  to  the  growth  of  beet-root,  and 
it  was  desirable  it  should  be  reprinted  and  cir-' 
culated. 
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Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  the  Goyenunent 
"vrould  take  steps  to  have  the  paper  reprinted. 

TE  KOOTI. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE  asked,  without 
notice,  if  the  Qovemment  had  observed  the 
paragraphs  and  telegrams  that  had  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  during  the  last  few  days 
with  reference  to  an  expected  visit  of  Te  Kooti 
to  the  East  Coast;  and  whether  the  Native 
Minister  would  supply  the  House  with  any  in- 
formation he  might  chance  to  have  received  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  that  Te  Kooti  had  for 
some  time  been  not  threatening  but  giving  out 
that  he  was  going  to  the  East  Coast — to  Wairoa 
and  other  places  in  Poverty  Bay.  He  had  ex- 
pressed his  intention  of  domg  so  from  time  to 
time  for  several  months  past,  and  before  the 
last  Government  left  office  they  sent  letters 
aoid  telegrajns  to  Te  Kooti,  warning  him  of  the 
danger  of  visiting  the  scenes  of  his  former  ac- 
tions in  1868  and  1869.  Two.  or  three  warnings 
had  been  given,  and  lately  a  telegram  was  sent 
by  him  (Mr.  Ballance),  again  warning  Te  Kooti 
against  visiting  Wairoa  and  the  surrounding 
districts.  The  telegram  was  to  Mr.  G.  T.  Wil- 
kinson, at  Alexandra,  and  was  dated  the  25th 
October,  1884.  It  was  in  the  following  terms : — 

<(  Your  letter  of  18th  October,  enoiosing  one 
addressed  to  you  by  Te  Kooti,  dated  the  14th 
instant,  has  been  received  to-day,  and  sub^ 
mitted  to  the  Hon.  the  Native  Minister.  Mr. 
BiJlance  directs  me  to  request  that  you  will 
inform  Te  Kooti  that  the  objection  made  by  the 
late  and  the  present  Government  to  his  visiting 
.  Wairoa  and  Poverty  Bay  is  in  his  own  personal 
interest  as  well  as  that  of  peace  and  olrder. 
Te  Kooti,  having  been  pardoned,  is  free,  subject 
to  the  law,  to  visit  any  part  of  the  colony,  and 
the  Government  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with 
Ms  liberty.  As  a  subject  of  the  Queen,  he  i», 
of  course,  entitled  to  tiie  protection  of  the  law ; 
but  it  is  against  the  law  to  do  anything  calcu- 
lated to  provoke  a  breach  of  the  peace ;  and,  if 
he  proposes  to  go  about  the  country  with  armed 
followers,  that  is  contrskry  to  the  law  also. 
What  the  Government  wish  is  to  give  him  the 
best  advice,  which  is,  not  to  visit  districts  where, 
in  consequence  of  his  own  acts,  the  Natives  and 
Europeans  are  hostile  to  him,  but  to  remain 
quietly  upon  the  land  provided  for  him." 

In  reply  to  that,  the  Government  received 
the  following  letter,  dated  the  24th  October; 
but  there  was  a  mistake  in  the  date.  It  ought 
to  be  the  25th,  as  the  telegram  was  dated  the 
24th:— 

*'  Otewa,  24th  October,  1884. 
*•*  To  the  Government. 

"  Greeting.  I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Wilkin- 
son that  you  disapprove  of  the  contents  of  my 
letter,  which  he  commimicated  to  you.  It  is 
well.  You  did  it  out  of  regard  for  me  and  for 
jny  safety. 

**  Friend,  it  was  they  themselves — ^the  people 
of  Wairoa — ^who  expressed  a  wish  to  see  me, 
and  appointed  a  time  for  our  meeting  each 
otber.  They  invited  me,  relying  upon  your 
Proclamation,  issued  under  the  Amnesty  Act, 


setting  forth  the  clemency  of  the  GovenimeBt 
and  establishing  peace ;  and  I  accepted  their 
invitation.  A  house  for  my  reception  has  been 
built  at  Wairoa.  It  is  the  people  of  Gisbome 
and  further  up  the  East  Coast,  northward,  who 
still  retain  their  animosity.  I  am  communicat- 
ing to  them. — the  people  of  Wairoa — the  natnie 
of  your  message  at  the  same  time  that  I  address 
this  letter  to  you.  If  they  reply,  I  will  let  jou 
know  what  they  say.  I  myself  accepted  this 
token  of  their  regard  for  me,  believing  that 
the  amnesty  granted  by  the  Government,  the 
clemency  shown  by  them,  the  union  of  the 
two-  races,  the  establishment  of  peace  and  the 
Queen's  authority,  would  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  any  evil  practices.  That  is  all.  God 
save  our  gracious  Queen. 

"  Friend,  you  might  send  me  Kahiti,  &c.,  in 
order  that  I  may  be  conversant  with  what  is-    | 
going  on. — From  your  loving,  friend,  " 

"  Te  Kooti  te.  Tubuki.**^ 

.  KATIKATI-THAMES  TELEGRAPH. 

Colonel  FBASEB  asked  the  Commissioner  i 
of  Telegraphs,  Whether  the  Government,  now  I 
that  all  Native  obstacles  are  removed,  will  | 
make  arrangements  to  take  the  telegraph-line  | 
&om  Katikati  to  Thames  through  the  pre-  I 
viously- intended  direct  and  x>eopled  district 
connecting  the  gold  fields  of  Wabi,.  Owhaioa,  i 
and  Karangahake  to  Paeroa,.  instead  of  by  the  ! 
{Hresent  long,  expensive  to  be  maintained,  and 
uninhabited  route  ?  I 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  the  main,  line  from  | 
Taupo  to  Auckland  would  not  go  by  Katikati. 
Several  routes  had  been  spoken  of,  but  the 
exact  route  had  not  been  determineid.  As  to 
the  District  of  Paeroa  being  connected  by  tele- 
graph, in  all  probability  a  line  would  be  ran 
ixam  Katikati  to  Paeroa  at  no  distant  date. 

WANGANUI  HABBOUR  BOAJRD  EM- 
POWERING BILL. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  moved,  That  the  amend* 
ments  made  m  this  Bill  by  the  Legislative 
Council,  with  the  exception  of  the  amendments 
in  clauses  9  and  11,.  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRYCE  eould  hardly  conceive  that  the  ' 
honourable  gentleman  was  serious  in  his  pro-  I 
position  not  to  accept  the  amendments  in  thes» 
two  clauses.  The  amendments  there  made 
were  precisely  the  same  as  those  which  the 
Council  had  inserted  in  the  Napier  and  Gis- 
bome Bills,  and  which  the  House  had  ac- 
cepted. It  seemed  to  him  to  be  putting  rather  , 
too  heavy  a  strain  on  the  loyalty  of  the  honour-  ' 
able  gentleman's  friends,  who  had  followed 
him  so  faithfully  hitherto,  to  ask  them  to  stul- 
tify themselves  by  disagreeing  with  amendments 
which  they  had  already  assented  to  in  the  case 
'  of  two  other  Bills.  The  amendments  were  to 
this  efiect :  tliai,  whereas  the  Bill  as  sent  to 
the  Legislative  Council  provided  that  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  at  the  poll  should  decide  upon 
the  rate  to  be  raised,  the  amendments  required 
that  a  majority  of  the  votes  "exercisable" 
should  be  obtained.  He  moved,  That  th» 
whole  of  the  ameudnoents  made  by  tho  Lc|^ 
lativc  Council  be  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  STOUT  said  that,  if  honouzable  members 
m  charge  of  Bills  chose  to  acoe]9t  amendments 
xoade  by  the  Legislative  Council,  that  was  no 
reason  &at  the  same  course  should  be  followed 
by  every  honourable  member  who  brought  a 
Bill  before  the  House.  The  meaning  of  **ex- 
eicisable  "  was  very  difficult  to  determine.  It 
might  mean  that  it  was  the  total  number  of 
votes  on  the  roll,  including  the  votes  of  persons 
absent  from  the  district ;  so  that  the  aaneOid- 
ment  left  the  matter  quite  open,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  say  who  was  to  decide.  If  it 
were  a  question  of  saying  that  something  more 
than  a  bare  majority  of  the  votes  should  be 
required,  it  would  ho  easy  to  understaoid  that. 
If  it  were  proposed  to  make  it  necessary  to  ob- 
tain a  majority  of  one-fifth  extra,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Municipal  Acts,  that  would  be  fair ; 
bat  to  allow,  as  the  Bill  now  provided,  that  the 
Tote  of  every  man  who  was  absent  from  the 
district  should  count  against  the  rate,  was  -not 
{air.  Of  course  one  did  not  always  believe 
what  one  read  in  the  newspapers,  but  he  had 
seen  it  stated  that  some  persons  in  Wanganui 
who  were  opposed  to  the  Bill  had  been  going 
about  boasting  that  the  insertion  of  these 
amendments  by  the  Legislative  Gounoil  would 
have  the  efieot  of  killing  the  Bill  by  making  it 
unworkable. 

Mr.  BRYCE  knew  nothing  of  that  proceed- 
ing, but  he  might  say  that,  when  he  had  pro- 
posed to  insert  a  provision  in  the  Bill  making 
a  majority  of  three-fifths  necessary,  he  had 
been  jumped  upon  by  the  honourable  member's 
majority. 

Mr.  MAGANDBEW  said  this  Bill  had  been 
well  fought  out  already,  and  had  been  carried 
by  a  very  large  majority ;  so  that  the  House 
would  be  stultifying  itself  if  it  were  to  recede 
from  the  ground  which  it  had  taken  up.  He 
woald  support  the  motion  of  the  Minister  of 
Umds.  y 

Mr.  BALLANGE  said  line  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Waitotara  knew  very  weU  that  if  .the 
word  "  exercisable  "  were  left  in  it.would  kill  the 
Bill.  The  honourable  gentleman  knew  that  if 
the  word  were  retained  it  would  be  impossible  > 
to  poll  a  majority.  It  would  mean  tnat  the 
lame,  the  halt,  and  the  blind,  and  every  person 
absent  from  the  district,  should  have  his  vote 
counted  against  .the  rate,  and  only  those  Who 
took  a  strong  interest  in  the  matter,  and  who 
might  have  to  come  a  long  distance,  would  have 
their  votes  recorded  in  favour  of  tiie  prc^sal. 
As  to  the  provision  having  been  inserted  in  the 
Kapler  and  Gisborhe  Bills,  he  did  not  know 
whether  there  was  any  property  vote  in  the 
case  of  the  Napier  BUI,  and,  with  regard  to  the 
Oisbome  Bill,  he  thought  the  insertion  of  the 
provision  would  be  very  detrimental  to  the 
working  of  the  Bill.  Unless  there  was  very 
great  enthusiasm  in  the  district  it  would  be 
imporaible,  under  such  a  provision,  to  obtain  a 
majority  of  votes.  Besides  that,  the  case  of 
Wanganui  was  very  different  from  those  of  the 
other  places,  because  at  Wanganui  the  works 
were  already  in  course  of  construction,  and  it 
would  be  most  injurious  to  the  district  if  they 
were  to  be  stopped.    He  ^proposed,  therefore. 


that  the  word  *<  exercisable  "  should  be  stniok 
out,  and  that  the  Bill  should  revert  to  the 
position  in  which  it  left  the  House,  so  that  a 
majority  of  those  who  went  to  the  poU  should 
determine  whether  the  rate  should  be  raised  or 
noil. 
The  House  divided. 


Ayes,  46. 

Ballanoe 

Lance 

Shephard 

Barron 

Locke 

Shrunski 

Bevan 

Macandrew 

Smith 

B.-Bradshaw 

Macarthur 

Steward,  W.J 

Brown 

Mackenzie,  M 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Buckland,  J.  G.  McEenzie,  J. 

Stout 

Gadman 

McMillan 

Sutter 

Gowan 

Moat 

TeAo 

Dargaville 
Fitzherbert 

Newman 

Thompson,  T. 

O'GallaghaTi 

Tole 

Eraser 

O'Conor 

Tumbull 

Orey 

Pere 

Walker. 

Guinness 

Pyke 

Harper 

Keese 

Tellers. 

Hatch 

Richardson,  E 

.  Levestam 

Holmes 

Ross 

Noes,  17. 

White,  W. 

Atkinson 

Johnston 

Thomson,  J.  W 

Beetham 

Lake 

Trimble 

Menteath 

Watefield. 

GonoUy 

Peacock 

Tellers. 

HaJniene 

Rolleston 

Bryce 

Hobbs 

Bussell 

Pulton. 

Majority  for,  29. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  motion  agreed 
to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  BALLANOE,  Mr. 
Macandrew,  Mr.  O'Gonor,  and  the  mover  were 
appointed  a  Gonmiittee  to  draw  up  reasons  for 
disagreeing  with  the  amendments  made  by  the 
Legislative  Gouncil  in  the  clauses  referred  to. 

BANKRUPTGY  BILL. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  Governor  in  this  Bill  be  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  W.  D.  STEWART  said  it  was  proposed 
to  repeal  sections  78  and  79  of  the  Act,  one  of 
which  must  have  got  into  the  measure  by 
mistake.  If  the  proposed  amendments  were 
agreed  to  a  very  serious  alteration  would  be 
made  in  the  law.  The  new  clause  did  not  pro- 
fess to  deal  with  the  same  matters  as  were 
dealt  with  in  the  clauses  proposed  to  be  re- 
pealed. The  law  relating  to  fraudulent  pre- 
ference would  be  entirely  repealed  by  the  pro- 
posed repeal  of  section  78.  There  would  be 
nothing  to  prevent  a  person  squandering  his 
property  amongst  particular  creditors,  so  long 
as  they  did  not  Know  the  real  state  of  his 
affairs.  The  debtor  would  not  be  likcJy  to  in- 
form them  of  the  whole  of  the  facts,  and  tiie 
result  would  be  that  his  conduct  would  not  be 
assailable.  He  thought  that  section  78  should 
be  allowed  to  remain,  or  that  section  48  of  the 
English  Bankruptcy  Act  of  last  year  should  be 
adopted,  and  section  79  be  repe^Jed.  The  pro- 
posed new  section  might  then  be  introduced. 
It  was  analogous  to  section  49  of  the  English 
Act  passed  laist  year.    He  would  also  suggest. 
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4n  reference  to  the  clause  grving  the  OfficicJ 
Assignee  power  to  appear  in  Court  smd  examine 
the  bankrupt,  that  me  Assignee's  power  should 
be  extended  to  the  examination  of  witnesses 
Also. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  said  the  honourable  member 
for  Dunedin  West  had  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent anticipated  what  he  had  wished  to  say  on 
the  subject.  The  most  important  of  tiie  pro- 
posed alterations  was  that  which  enabled  a 
debtor  to  make  payments  to  particulekr  creditors 
within  three  months  of  the  time  of  filing  his 
petition.  That  was  directly  in  opposition  to 
clause  78  of  the  Act,  and,  if  it  were  passed,  that 
clause  might  as  well  be  repealed.  His  opinion 
was  in  favour  of  the  law  as  it  at  present  stood, 
for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Dunedin  West.  To  alter  the  law  as 
proposed  would  enable  a  man  to  go  on  making 
preferential  payments  up  to  the  date  of  filing 
his  petition.  He  would  also  point  out  that  the 
provision  in  the  proposed  new  clause  ^9,  to  the 
effect  that  the  changes  in  the  law  should  come 
into  operation  on  the  1st  December,  was  hardly 
a  desirable  one.  The  Acts  could  not  be  printed 
and  distributed  by  that  time.  The  date  should 
be  made  the  Ist  January. 

Mr.  STOUT  agreed  to  some  extent  with  what 
had  been  said ;  but  the  position  at  present  was 
that  sections  77  and  78  conflicted.  That  had 
becA  decided  by  the  Court,  and  it  had  been 
contended  that  the  effect  of  the  law  was  that 
payments  made  bond  fide  even  might  have  to 
oe  returned.  Take  the  case  of  a  man  cariy- 
ing  on  business  in  the  ordinary  way  of  busi- 
ness, who  owed,  say,  £40  or  £50  to  ms  draper. 
The  trader  sent  in  his  account  and  was  paid. 
But,  if  the  person  who  paid  the  account  filed 
his  petition  within  three  months  or  two  and  a 
half  months,  the  draper  had  to  pay  the  money 
back  to  the  Assignee.  That  was  not  a  proper 
state  of  the  law.  He  (Mr.  Stout)  did  not  think, 
where  a  man  had  given  good  consideratipn  for 
what  he  had  been  paid,  that  he  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay  anything  back  to  the  Official 
Assignee.  In  discussing  the  case  alluded  to 
l>y  the  honourable  member  for  Dunedin  West, 
one  of  the  Judges  said  he  could  hardlv  under- 
stand the  Legislature  having  meant  tnat,  but 
he  could  not  understand  what  the  Legislature 
did  mean.  There  might  be  some  alteration 
made  in  the  clauses,  and,  if  the  honourable 
member  wished,  he  would  postpone  the  mat- 
ter until  next  day,  and  in  me  meantime  they 
might  see  what  could  be  done. 

Debate  adjourned. 

NATIVE  LANDS  SETTLEMENT  BILL. 
On  the  motion  for  the  committal  of  this  Bill, 
Sir  G.  OBEY  said  he  hoped  the  committal 
of  the  Bill  would  be  postponed,  because  new 
clauses  had  been  circulated  on  a  Supplemen- 
tary Order  Paper,  and  had  only  just  come  into 
the  hands  of   the  Native  members,  so  that 
they  were  not  in  a  position    to    understand 
them  or  to  debate  them.    One  of  these  clauses, 
which  defined  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  Na- 
tive,*' would  absolutely  disinherit  a  large  num- 
ber of  most  amiable  persons.   There  were  cases 
Mr.  W.  D.  Stewart 


in  which  ladies  in  a  high  position  in  life,  ful- 
filling their  duties  in  a  manner  that  excited 
the  admiration  of  everybody,  would  find  their 
children 'absolutely  disinherited  if  this  claose 


Mr.  BAL LANCE  said  the  amendments 
which  had  been  last  circulated  were  of  a  veiy 
trifiing  nature,  and  might  be  fully  discussed 
when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee.  At  this 
period  of  the  session  it  was  time  the  Bill  was 
advanced  through  Committee,  and  sent  to  the 
Legislative  Council. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  did  not  think  the  lateness  of 
the  period  of  the  session  furnished  any  excuse 
for  hurrying  a  Bill  of  such  Kreat  importance. 

Mr.  TE  AO  said  the  Bill  had  been  altered 
four  times  by  the  Native  Minister,  and  he 
(Mr.  Te  Ao)  had  not  yet  had  time  to  ocmaider 
the  last-proposed  amendments.  He  therefore 
thought  the  Bill  should  not  bo  hurried  into 
Committee.  He  desired  to  move  some  amend- 
ments himself,  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  get 
them  printed  yet. 

The  House  divided. 

Ates,  49. 
Allwright  Holmes  Boss 

Atkinson  Joyce  Bussell 

Ballance  La^e  Siunuel 

Beetham  Lance  Shephard 

Bevan  Levestam  Shrimski 

Bruce  Locke  Stout 

Bryce  Macandrew       Sutter 

Oonolly  Macarthur         Thompson,  T. 

Cowan  Mackenzie,.  M.  Tole 

Duncan  McKenzie,  J.     Trimble 

Fitzherbert        Moss  Tumbull 

Eraser  Newman  Vogel 

Pulton  O'Conor  Walker. 

Grigg  Peacock 

Hamlin  Pyke  Tellers. 

Hatch  Bichardson,.E.  Barron 

Hobbs  Rolleston  Steward,-W.  J. 

Noes,  18. 
Brown  Moat  Taiaroa 

Grey  Pearson  Te  Ao 

Guinness  Pere  WcJcefield. 

Hakuene  Beeso  Tellers. 

Hursthouse        Bichardson,  G.  Thomson,  J.  W. 
Johnston  Stewart,  W.  D.  Wilson. 

Menteath 

Majority  for,  81. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee,  and  reported* 
with  amendments. 

On  the  question.  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
time. 

Sir  G.  GBEY  said,— I  am  very  sorry  the  Bill 
has  been  hurried  through  in  the  way  it  has 
been,  and,  as  we  are  informed,  necessarily  so 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  I  wish,  how- 
ever, to  add  this :  that,  if  there  had  been  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  amendments 
brought  forward  by  the  honourable  member 
for  me  Eastern  Maori  District,  I  think  the 
House  would  have  found  that  thej  contained 
elements  of  great  good.  I  think  myself  that 
it  is  very  essential  that  all  Native  lands  should 
be  sold  in  New  Zealand  publicly,  and  exactly 
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in  such  blocks  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Go- 
vernment think  necessary  for  the  public  good, 
the  whole  proceeds  of  the  land  going  to  the 
Natives;  but  this  being  required:  that  the 
lands  should  always  be  sold  in  New  Zealand, 
so  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  should 
have  the  first  chancia  of  acquiring  these  landd^ 
which  are  certainly  excellent  in  quality,  and 
«e  now  diminishing  continually  in  quantity. 
There  isnow-no  provision  made  for  that  in  this 
Bill.  Nor  is  there  any  provision  made  for  the 
land  being  sold  in  small  blocks,  suited  to  the 
purposes  of  settlers  in  this  colony.  If  time 
had  pennitted  for  making  the  alterations  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Pere,  with  some  amendments 
drafted  on  them,  I  believe  we  should  have 
passed  the  best  code  of  laws  for  disposing,  of 
Native  lands  that  I  think  could  be  passed  by 
this  Assembly ;  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  suf- 
ficient time  was  not  given  for  considering  these 
amendments. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

CIVIL  LIST  BILL. 
Mr.  STOUT.— At  this  period  of  the  session 
I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  much  of  the  time 
of  the  House  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
this  Bill.  As  honourable  m^nbers  are  aware, 
this  Bill  provides  for  an  extra  Minister  of  the 
»  Grown — a  Minister  who  would  specially  look 
after  the  Mining  Department.  Honourable 
membezs  who  have  watched  the  industries 
of  the  colony  will  have  seen  that,  during  a 
aezies  of  years,  there  has  been  a  gradual  de- 
crease in  the  results  so  far  as  gold-mining'  is 
ooncemed.  In  many  districts  very  large  sums 
of  money  have  been  expended  .by  companies 
in  developing  industries,  and  large  sums  have 
been  lost.  The  colony  has  also  gone  to  con-- 
siderable  expense  in  opening  up  roads  in  gold 
fields,  and  has  also  spent  large  sums  in  water- 
races  and  other  works,  and  in  helping  the- gold- 
fields  industry.  These  sums  have  been  ex- 
pended under  Ministerial  departments.  We 
also  find  that  other  mines  are  now  being 
opened  np  in  the  colony.  Our  coal-mining  in- 
dnstry  is  gradually  but  surely  increasing,  and 
we  have  also  hopes  of  seeing  extensive  copper 
mines  opened  up  in  the  Kelson  Provincial 
District;  and  I  believe  that  there  are  other 
mines  in  the  colony  which  only  require  to 
be  developed.  If  we  look  to  other  colonies 
we  see,  especially  in  New  South  Walep,  that 
this  Iflfge  industry  is  being  developed  vigor- 
ously, and  that  the  returns  from  their  mines 
BOW  amount  to  about  two  millions  a  year. 
Looking  at  the  profitable  nature  of  the  in- 
dostry  if  it  is  efficiently  looked  after,  we  think 
this  proposal  is  one  which  must  tend  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  colony.  We  think  the  Mines 
Department  should  be  placed  under  the  charge 
of  one  Minister,  who  should  give  his  \^hole  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  instead  of,  as  at  present, 
having  to  also  look  after  lands,  or  education,  or 
some  other  department  of  equal  importance. 
It  would  be  his  duty  to  visit  the  various  mining 
centres,  to  see  for  himself  what  work  is  being 
done,  and  also  to  see  what  can  be  done  for  the 
farther  development  of  the  mining  industry, 


and  make  himself  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  subject.  Owing  to  the  time  which  this 
matter  has  been  before  ParUament,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  every  member  will  have  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  subject,  and  therefore  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  to  make  further  remarks.  I 
simply  move  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— Sir,  I  am  very  much  disa^ 
pointed  that  the  Government  should  press  thia 
Bill  forward  at  this  period  of  the  session.  The 
Premier  has  told  us  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  give  many  reasons  why  the  Bill  should  be 
passed;  but  my  opinion  is  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  the  Bill  at  all,  and  therefore  it 
is  difficult  to  give  reasons  for  passing  it.  We 
are  proposed  non-political  Boards  for  tha 
management  of  our  railways,  a  proposal  which 
I  shall  support  with  all  the  force  I  can  when 
it  comes  before  us ;  and  we  are  also  told  that 
we  are  to  have  local  government  extended 
next  session  in  such  a  way  that  this  House 
will  be  relieved  of  half  the  business  it  has  to 
do  now.  Besides  this,  we  know  that  the  Gro- 
vemment  has  been  carrying  on  the  businesa 
of  the  House  and  the  country,  including  the 
management  of  the  railways,  the  management 
of  hospitals  and  charitable  aid,  and  the  county 
system.  They  have  disposed  of  all  this  busi- 
ness while  the  session  has  been  going  on,  and 
yet  we  are  told  that  they  want  a  new  Minister 
when  the  session  is  about  to  end.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  work  might  easily  be  done  by  the 
number  of  Ministers  at  present  authorized,  and 
I  do  not  see  the  slightest  necessity  for  thia 
Bill,  and  I  feel  satisfied  that  this  is  the  opinion 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  this  House. 
There  is  a  continual  cry  out  in  this  House  on 
the  part  of  gold-fields  members  for  justice. 
One  calls  upon  the  Government  to  reduce 
the  gold  duty ;  another  wants  them  to  reduce 
the  price  of  business  licenses ;  i^nother  wants 
them  to  reduce  the  miners*  rights  :  in  fact, 
the  cry  is,  "  Beduce  everything  " — so  that  the 
miners  might  pay  nothing.  Why,  Sir,  the 
fact  of  the  matter  is  that,  I  think,  it  would 
have  been  far  better  for  the  colony  if  we  had 
never  had  a  digger  in  it,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  a  great  number  of  members  are  of  the 
same  opinion.  The  gold-fields  industry  should 
be  encouraged  in  moderation,  no  doubt ;  but  I 
have  been  over  the  gold  fields,  and  I  say  the 
money  has  been  squandered  in  every  possible 
way.  There  was  a  hundred  thousand  pounds 
spent  on  a  water-race  at  Kumara,  and  the  ex- 
penditure has  proved  absolutely  useless.  The 
member  from  that  part  of  the  district  tells  ua 
that  the  miners  never  asked  for  that  expendi- 
ture, and  that  they  knew  it  to  be  useless.  They 
may  say  that  now,  but  they  did  not  say  that  at 
the  time  the  money  was  asked  for.  I  trust 
the  House  will  simply  refuse  to  pass  the  Bill. 

Mr.  BAItRON.— Sir,  as  this  is  one  of  those 
measures  the  value  of  which  to  the  Government 
might  be  seriously  impaired  if  disposed  of  too 
hurriedly,  and  as  it  appears  that  many  honour- 
able members  desire  time  to  enable  them  to 
consider  the  subject,  I  venture  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate  until  this  day  fort- 
night.   I  hope  the  Government  will  see  theis 
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way  to  consent  to  this  course,  so  that  we  may 
proceed  to  business  for  which  we  are  better 
prepared.  Perhaps,  meantime,  some  readjust- 
ment of  ^linisterial  portfolios  might  enable 
Government  to  make  other  special  provision  for 
the  administration  of  the  important  Depart- 
ment of  Mines.  « 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.—I  beg  to  second  the  mo- 
tion for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate.  The 
Premier,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  said  it  was  unnecessary  to  address  the. 
House  at  any  length  upon  the  subject,  because 
no  doubt  every  member  had  made  up  his  mind. 
I  think  so  too,  and  therefore  we  may  as  well  go 
to  the  vote  at  once.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man also  said  that  no  Minister  in  the  past  had 
b^en  able  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  this  par- 
ticular industry,  and  therefore  he  asks  for  a 
new  Minister  to  be  created.  But  the  same 
may  be  said  of  several  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment service ;  yet  there  is  no  proposal  to  ap- 
point special  Ministers  to  these.  His  argument 
in  favour  of  the  Bill  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  very 
poor  one.  The  session  is  almost  past,  and  the 
Government  have  been  able  to  work  through  it 
with  one  Minister  short;,  and  therefore  I  do 
not  see  why  they  should  now  ask  for  another 
Minister,  irrespective  of  the  portfolio  they  have 
yet  to  fill. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  shall  support  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate.  I  feel  sure  that  most 
mei^bers  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  any 
appointment  of  this  kind.  If  the  debate  is 
adjourned  for  a  fortnight,  of  course  it  will,  of 
necessity,  be  adjourned  for  a  much  longer 
period. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  simply  wish  to  state  that, 
if  this  Bill  goes  into  Committee  I  shall  propose 
to  substitute  the  words  "  two  permanent  Under- 
Secretaries  "  for  the  words  ".additional  Minis- 
ter." I  think  that  would  give  the  Government 
all  the  strength  they  require  for  carrying  on  the 
public  service,  and  also  initiate  a  system  which 
would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  colony. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  amendment  of  which 
the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  has 
given  notice — the  substitution  of  two  perma- 
nent Under-Secretaries  for  the  proposed  addi- 
tional Minister — is  one  which  the  Government 
will  be  quite  willing  to  consider  in  Committee. 
The  Government  said  so  before,  when  a  similar 
proposition  was  before  the  House.  We  con- 
sider that  a  larger  amount  of  Ministerial  as- 
sistance is  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country ;  and  that  idea  is  not 
singular  to  the  present  Government,  for  a 
former  Government  held  a  similar  idea.  It  is 
not  with  a  view  to  obtaining  larger  parlia- 
mentary support  that  we  make  this  proposi- 
tion, or  we  should  have  brought  it  forward 
«arlier  in  the  session  ;  but  because  we  honestly 
believe,  that  the  work  before  the  Government 
is  of  so  heavy  a  nature  that  it  is  extremely 
desirable  we  should  have  more  assistance  when 
the  session  is  over.  When  we  come  to  think 
of  all  that  requires  to  be  done  in  Wellington 
in  the  way  of  making  preparations  for  next 
session,  and  in  visiting  various  parts  of  the 
oolony — for  some  Ministers  will  have  to  be 
Mr.  Barron 


absent  from  Wellington  for  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  their  time  —  we  are  impressed  with 
the  fact  that  a  larger  amount  of  assistance  is 
required.  I  therefore  trust  that  honourable 
members  will  allow  this  Bill  to  be  read  a 
second  time.  Of  course,  adjourning  the  de- 
bate for  a  fortnight  means  suidjourning  it  sint 
die. 

Mr.  DUNCAN. — I  hope  the  Government  are 
not  serious  about  this  proposal  to  appoint 
another  Minister.  They  have  now  in  their 
hands  the  power  of  appointing  another  Minis- 
ter. Why  not  fill  up  that  vacancy  with  a 
Minister  of  Mines,  if  such  a  Minister  is  so 
urgently  required  ?  I  hope  the  Government  will 
not  press  the  Bill. 

Debate  adjourned. 

MAIL  SERVICE  WITH  ENGLAND. 

The    House  went   into  Committee  of  the     | 
Whole  to  consider  the  te^nns  and  conditions  of 
a  proposed  contract  between  the  Postmaster- 
General  of  New  Zealand  and  the  New  Zealand 
Shipping  Company  for  the  conye3rance  of  mails     j 
between  Plymouth  and  New  Zealand  by  the     j 
company's  direct  steamers.  i 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  will  not  detain  the  House  i 
with  lengthy  remarks  about  this  contract.  It 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  honourable  memben 
for  some  days.  Briefly,  I  may  say  it  is  to 
secure  a  fortnightly  means  of  conununicatioB 
to  and  from  Great  Britain  for  mail  purposes. 
There  was  a  time  when  the  colony  was  content 
with  a  four- weekly  service ;  but,  since  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies  have  now  a  weekly  service  for 
business  purposes,  it  is  not  sufficient  for  this 
colony  to  confine  itself  to  a  four- weekly  service. 
Then  arises  the  question,  Should  we  allow  a 
veiy  considerable  sum  of  money  to  be  diverted 
to  services  carried  on  in  the  neighbouring  Con- 
tinent of  Australia,  which  are  only  indirectly  a 
benefit  to  us,  or  should  we  take  advantage  of 
the  splendid  steamers  which  are  now  running 
direct  between  New  Zealand  and  the  Mother- 
country?  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  any 
doubt  that  we  should  endeavour  to  place  the 
moneys  which  we  are  spending  for  the  alterna- 
tive service  at  the  disposal  of  those  companies 
wlych  are  doing,  have  done,  and  will  do  very 
much  benefit  to  New  Zealand.  I  might  detain 
the  Committee  a  long  while,  and  yet  not  ex- 
haust the  subject  on  the  various  advantages, 
direct  and  indirect,  which  will  arise  to  the 
colony  from  the  steam  Communication  we  are 
now  enjoying  with  Great  Britain.  But  those 
advantages  are  so  manifold  and  manifest  that 
it  is  clearly  not  necessary  for  me  dwell  upon 
them.  Then,  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
contract.  Jt  is  proposed  to  leave  the  company 
to  choose  any  port  of  arrival  and  departure. 
It  is  bound  simply  to  choose  one  of  four  ports 
— Auckland,  Wellington,  Port  Lyttelton,  or 
Port  Chalmers.  Then,  as  regards  the  speed. 
Allowing  for  a  detention  of  thirty-six  hours 
each  way  for  coaling  purposes,  the  service,  pro- 
vided is  one  which  amounts  to  nearly  thirteen 
knots  per  hour.  When  we  consider  for  how  long 
a  period,  and  up  to  how  recent  a  period,  the  mail 
services  of  other  countries — ^notably  the  Penin- 
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sttlar  and  Oriental  service — ^were  carried  on  at 
a  speed  of  ten  knots  and  less  an  hour,  it  will  be 
seen  what  an  astonishing  improvement  has  been 
made  in  steam  services  when  it  is  possible  for 
us  to  make,  on  the  moderate  terms  proposed  in 
this  contract,  an  arrangement  for  a  service  of 
between  twelve  and  thirteen  knots  an  hour, 
excluding  the  time  for  coaling.  Then,  as  re- 
gards the  pajrment  which  is  to  be  made  for 
this  service.  The  payment  is  based  upon  the 
same  terms  as  the  payment  made  to  the  Orient 
Company  by  the  New  South  Wales  Govern- 
ment. That  is  a  pa3rment  which  leaves  some 
substantial  margin  between  the  actual  amount 
of  receipts  and  the  am.ounts  paid  to  the  com- 
vany.  The  contract  is  for  five  years,  but  there 
18  a  provision,  in  case  the  postages  are  reduced 
at  any  time  before  the  end  of  five  years,  that 
there  should  be  a  revision  of  the  price  paid 
to  the  company.  As  regards  other  provisions, 
ihey  are  generally  based  on  the  same  plan  as 
the"  direct  San  Francisco  service.  The  penal- 
ties for  non-arrival  and  the  bonuses  for  arrival 
in  anticipation  of  the  times  are  fixed  at  £4  and 
£5  respectively,  as  in  the  San  Francisco  ser- 
vice. There  are  the  usual  provisions  for  the 
protection  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the 
sorvey  of  the  vessels,  and  arrangements  of  thfkt 
kind.  We  give  to  the  company  the  right  to 
use  one  port  for  departure  and  arrival,  free  of 
harbour  dues — a  power  which  the  Government 
have,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  har- 
bours are  in  the  hands  of  separate  Boards 
throughout  the  colony.  That  power  we  have 
in  our  hands  to  give  to  mail  steamers,  and  we 
are  exercising  it  to  this  moderate  extent.  I 
believe  honourable  members  will  be  glad  to 
think  that,  at  this  not  heavy  sacrifice,  we  are 
throwing  in  the  way  of  the  local  company  the 
money  that  would  otherwise  go  out  of  the 
coontey  to  the  Australian  services.  As  far  as 
these  Australian  services  are  concerned,  whilst 
it  will  still  be  possible  to  send  letters  by  them, 
the  rate  of  postage  is  increased,  so  that  we 
shall  not  lose  by  the  transmission  of  letters  by 
those  services,  as  we  have  done  hitherto.  Gom- 
monieation  with  London  has  been  made  to 
that  efEect ;  but  no  reply  has  been  received. 
It  is,  however,  hardly  within  the  province  of 
the  Home  authorities  to  object  to  our  imposing 
the  extra  amount  proposed  on  letters  by  Aus- 
'tialiak  Letters  not  specially  addressed  will 
be  divided  between  the  San  Francisco  service 
and  this  new  •  service.  Letters  specially  di- 
rected will  of  course  go  by  the  service  by  which 
tiwy  are  directed  to  go.  I  now  move,  That  the 
contract  be  approved. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  should  like  very  .well 
if  the  honourable  member  would  explain  what 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  regard  to 
the  otiier  company.  There  are  two  lines,  as 
we  are  aware,  both  of  them  having  splendid 
steamers.  We  know  the  other  line  is  build- 
ing steamers  quite  equal  to  those  of  the  New 
2^1and  company.  I  diould  be  very  sorry  to 
say  anything  that  might  be  misconstrued  as 
anything  like  a  hostile  animus  towards  the 
Hew  Zealand  Shipping  Company,  to  which 
I  think  we  are   very  much   indebted,   and 


of  which  I  think  the  colony  ought  to  feel 
proud.  They  have  shown  very  great  energy, 
pluck,  and  enterprise,  and  are  deserving  of 
every  consideration  at  our  hands.  At  the 
same  time,  I  should  not  be  prepared  to  give 
any  one  company  a  monopoly,  and,  had  I  not 
been  assured  that  arrangements  had  been  ' 
made  by  which  the  contract  will  be  divided 
between  the  two  companies,  I  do  not  know 
that  I  should  agree  to  the  ratification  of 
the  contract.  Although  nothing  of  the  kind 
appears  on  the  face  of  the  contract,  I  thinJc 
it  is  well  that  the  existence  of  this  arrange- 
ment should  be  understood  and  made  pub- 
lic. I  do  not  know  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  made  any  calculation  as  to  the 
probable  amount  of  this  subsidy  as  years  go 
on.  I  see  that  the  contract  is  for^ve  years. 
Letters  are  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  o£ 
£1,844  per  ton ;  packets,  £112  per  ton ;  news- 
papers, £56  per  ton.  Has  any  calciilation  been 
made  as  to  what  that  is  likely  to  realize  per 
month  or  fortnight  ?  It  would  be  very  int^- 
esting  to  the  Committee  if  we  had  any  idea  of 
that.  My  impression  is  that  it  will  amount  to 
a  very  large  sum  by-and-by.  I  do  not  grudge 
it  by  any  means,  but  I  think  it  will  amount  to 
a  very  large  subsidy.  I  should  have  been  glad 
if  it  were  possible  to  put  some  provision  in  the 
contract  by  which  the  company  would  be  com- 
pelled, ior  example,  to  use  New  Zealand  coal, 
provided  it  is  supplied  at  the  same  price  as 
other  coal.  The  same  might  be  done  with 
regard  to  provisions.  There  might  be  a  con- 
dition that  they  should  use  New  Zealand 
mutton,  beef,  potatoes,  and  all  the  rest.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  both  the  rival  companies 
deserve  consideration  at  our'  hands.  '  I  do  not 
know  much  about  the  Shaw-SaviU  Company, 
but  the  Albion  Company  has  been  in  the  trade 
for  the  last  twenty-six  years,  and  has  landed 
some  thirty-five  thousand  souls  in  this  colony. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— With  regard  to  the  remarics 
of  the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers, 
I  would  say  that  there  is  no  one  more  entitled 
than  the  honourable  member  to  be  considered 
the  father  of  the  steajn  services  in  this  colony 
for  a  very  long  period  past.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  is  to  the  honourable  gentlemail's  action 
that  we  owe  the  San  Francisco  service.  Then, 
again,  in  1878,  he  pointed  out  how  urgently  it 
was  needed  that  the  colony  should  have  a 
direct  steam  service  with  England.  After  that 
the  Government  entered  into  negotiations, 
when  I  Was  Agent-General,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  direct  steam  service,  and  it  was  then 
proposed,  or  asked,  that  a  very  large  subsidy 
should  be  given.  Negotiations  were  continued, 
after  I  ceased  to  be  Agent-General,  under  the 
present  Agent-General ;  and,  while  these  nego- 
tiations were  going  on,  the  New  Zealand  Ship- 
ping Company,  with  a  rare  amount  of  enter- 
prise and  courage,  started  a  service  without 
any  subsidy — started  a  service  not  upon  the 
basis  of  slow  steamers,  but  with  all  the  advan- 
tages and  appliances  which  the  most  matured 
knowledge  and  experience  had  placed  at  com- 
mand of  those  who  entered  into  such  a  busi- 
ness.   They  gave  us,  in  fact,  a  very  fast  service. 
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At  the  same  time  the  service  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  referred — to  which,  no 
doubt,  the  colony-  is  very  largely  indebted,  the 
Province  of  Otago  especially — this  Albion  ser- 
vice, became  united  to  the  business  carried  on 
by  a  private  company — Shaw,  Savill,  and  Co. 
— and  the  two  together  became  a  new  com- 
pany ;  and  that  company  has  also  entered  into 
the  steam  service.  Before  this  contract  could 
have  been  made — that  is  to  say,  before  we 
could  have  made  such  a  contract — if  there 
had  been  competition  between  these  two  com- 
panies, it  would  have  been  necessary  for  us  to 
say  that  we  could  obtain  a  contract  at  such- 
and-such  a  price  from  one  company  and  at 
such-and-such  a  price  from  another ;  and  I  am 
obliged  to  the  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  for  enabling  me  to  make  the  ex- 
planation that  the  two  companies  have  en- 
tered into  such  an  arrangement  as  enables  us 
to  m^e  this  contract  with  the  New  Zealand 
Shipping  Company,  the  local  company,  which 
has  for  that  reason  something  more  of  our 
sympathies,  apart  from  the  gratitude  for  the 
services  of  foreign  companies  in  years  past. 
That  arrangement  enables  us  to  make  a  con- 
tract with  the  Kew  Zealand  Shipping  Com- 
pany without  offending,  or  overlooking,  or 
treating  with  neglect  the  other  company, 
since  these  two  companies  have  entered  into 
a  certain  agreement — of  which,  I  may  say, 
we  have  not  an  official  knowledge.  However, 
they  have  entered  into  such  an  agreement 
as  has  left  it  to  the  New  Zealand  Shipping 
Company  .to  make  this  contract  without  op- 
position from  the  other  company.  That,  Sir, 
I  think,  meets  the  point  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  gentleman.  With  regard  to  the 
point  about  the  coal:  no  one  will  be  more 
glad  than  I  shall  be  to  see  that  New  Zealand 
coal  is  used ;  but  I  am  too  much  accustomed 
to  business  to  think  that  it  would  be  desirable 
or  necessary  to  place  a  provision  in  the  con- 
tract that  New  Zealand  coal  should  be  used 
in  preference  to  other  coal,  if  New  Zealand 
coal  can  be  obtained  with  greater  advantage. 
We  may  be  qtiite  sure  that,  if  our  coal  can 
be  obtained  with  greater  advantage,  the  com- 
pany wi41  use  it;  but,  if  it  cannot  be  so  pro- 
cured, then  we  should  have  to  place  a  clause 
in  the  contract  to  cover  the  risks  of  loss  from 
having  to  use  New  Zealand  coal.  Whilst  we 
may  feel  sure  that,  under  this  contract,  if  New 
Zealand  coal  can  be  supplied  at  cheaper  rates 
than  other  coal,  they  will  use  it ;  yet,  if  they 
were  compelled  to  do  so,  it  would  give  such  a 
power  to  those  working  coal-mines  that  the 
effect  would  almost  certainly  be  that  the 
shipping  companies  would  have  to  pay  more 
for  New  Zealand  coal  than  otherwise.  The 
House  has  shown  no  stint  whatever  in  re- 
gard to  provision  for  working  the  coal  mines  of 
New  Zealand,  and  their  success  must  depend 
on  the  ability  of  the  owners  to  supply  local 
Qoal  on  terms  more  favourable  than  coal  can  be 
obtained  from  AustraJia.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  would  be  desirable  or  advantageous  to  place 
any  condition  in  contracts  of  this  kind  which 
would  create  an  artificial  demand  for  the  coal, 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


when,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  see,  and  have- 
been  assured  over  and  over  again  in  this. 
House,  New  Zealand  will  be  able  to  compete 
with  other  countries  in  'the  matter  of  supplying; 
coal  if  left  to  the  natural  opetation  of  supply 
and  demand. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— I  think  the  general  opinion 
wcbs,  when  this  matter  was  discussed  before,. 
that  it  was  a  wise  thing  to  encourage  an  alter- 
nate service  with  the  San  Francisco  service 
such  as  that  now  proposed.    I  also  agree  that 
the  New  Zealand  company  are  well  entitled 
to  have  precedence  in  the  matter  of  making 
a  contract  with  the  Government,  inasmuch 
as  they  have  shown  such  enterprise  and  public 
spirit  in  the  inception  of  this  direct  steam  ser- 
vice. I  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  com- 
pany are  desirous  of  taking  New  Zealand  coal« 
and  I  believe  the  same  remark  applies  with 
regard  to  provisions.    As  it  is  a  company  whose . 
head-quarters  are  at  Ghristchurch,  that  should 
make   it   all   the   more   necessary   to  guazd 
against    the    tendency  of   these   steamers  to 
come  to  one  or  two  ports  only,  inslSMbd  of  the 
various   ports    mentioned    in    one    paragi&ph 
of  the  proposed  contract.    I  think  it  woidd 
be  a  wise  thing  if  a  stipulation  were  made     ! 
that  their  steamers  should  call  a  certain  num- 
ber of   times    at  each   port   througihout  the 
year.    I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  the  Colomal 
Treasurer   if  he  will  make  a  stij>ulaiion  in 
this  contract  that,  instead  of  leaving  it  with 
the  contractors  to  say  that  the  steamers  will      [ 
call  at  either  of  several  ports,  the  st^uoien      j 
should  be  made  to  call  at  least  a  certain  num-      i 
ber  of  times  in  each  year  at  each  of  these  van-      | 
ous  ports.    Of  course,  in  making  such  a  proposi-      j 
tion,  I  do  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  tluit  they     | 
must  look  to  the  port  where  a  return  cargo 
is  likely  to  be  procured.    But  it  not  unfce- 
quently  happens  at  present  that  these  steamers 
bring  cargo  to  one  port  and  load  up  for  the 
homeward  trip  at  another.   If  such  an  anaoge- 
ment  were  made  as  I  have  suggested,  it  would 
give   satisfaction   to  the  leading  conimeroial 
centres  of  the  colony. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— With  regard  to  the  esti- 
mated amount  which  this  subsidy  will  be  worth* 
as  far  as  we  can  see,  supposing  the  mail  mat- 
ter not  to  increase  from  the  present  amount» 
that  is  to  say,  taking  the  present  mail  matter 
as  the  basis  of  calculation,  it  would  amount  to 
about  £18,000  a  year  which  the  compcmy  will 
receive,  and  that  will  be  more  than  covered  by 
the  postal  receipts.  That,  Sir,  is  irrespective 
of  the  amount  to  be  received  or  paid  under  the 
bonus  and  penalty  clause.  With  regard  to  the 
remark  about  fiung  the  port,  it  has  always- 
been  considered  desirable  to  leave  to  the  con- 
tractors the  question  of  selecting  their  own 
ports.  It  must  depend  upon  the  business  in- 
ducements which  are  offered.  The  time  is- 
placed  at  a  certain  limit,  and  it  must  be  left  to 
the  company  to  select  the  ports.  If  they  were 
to  select  Auckland  very  often,  no  doubt  it  vrould 
be  less  advantageous  to  the  rest  of  the  odony, 
as  there  would  be  a  delay  in  the  delivery  of 
letters  to  the  other  parts  of  the  colony ;  and, 
considering  that  the  San  Francisoo  nukil  goei- 
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to  Anckland  under  coniraot,  I  hardly  think  it 
is  T817  considerate  of  the  honourable  member 
to  suggest  that  any  condition  should  be  *placed 
in  this  contract  compelling  them  to  go  to 
Auckland  oftener  than  ousiness  renders' neces- 
sary. I  dare  say  the  honourable  gentleman 
woald  be  surprised  if  a  Dunedin  member 
ihoold  suggest  that  the  San  Francisco  steamers 
should  sometimes  go  to  Dunedin,  Lyttelton, 
and  Wellington,  instead  of  always  to  Auck- 
land, the  nearest  port.  We  must  leave  the 
question  of  ports  to  be  decided  by  the  oon- 
UactoiB  as  ousiness  makes  it  necessary  or 
desirable. 

Mr. HATCH.— I  notice,  Sir,  that  the  first 
port  of  call  is  absolutely  omitted,  and,  even 
thoogh  they  noight  not  be  desirous  of  calling 
there  during  the  first  or  second  year,  yet  there  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  before  the  end  of 
the  term  of  five  years  the  Bluff  Harbour  will  be 
the  first  and  most  important  port,  as  far  as 
mail  service  is  concerned,  in  this  colony.  The 
Bluff  Harbour  is  fast  becoming  a  special  coal- 
ing sta^on  from  the  West  Coast,  being  the 
nearest  port  of  call  for  coal  vessels  coming  to 
deposit  their  cargoes.  Wharfage  is  available  ; 
there  is  no  bar ;  and,  next  to  Wellington,  Lyttel- 
ton, and  Auckland,'  it  is  the  most  important 
port  the  colony  has,  or  is  likely  to  have.  I 
should  therefore  like  to  see  the  Bluff  put  in,  as 
well  as  the  other  ports  mentioned.  With  that 
addition  the  contract  would  have  my  hearty 
sapport. 

Sir.  0 'CON OR.  — I  feel  that  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  must  somewhat  misapprehend  the 
qnestion  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  coal.  It  is 
not  sought,  I  believe,  by  those  who  have  the 
interests  of  the  coal  industry  at  heart  to  obtain 
a  monopoly  of  the  coal  trade  at  any  price  ex- 
ceeding that  at  which  it  is  brought  to  this 
colony ;  but  I  do  think  that,  in  giving  a  sub- 
lidy  to  a  company  such  as  this,  something 
should  be  done  to  guard  against  a  great  injury 
bong  done  to  an  industry  which  is  now  strug- 
gling, and  which '  in  a  short  time  will  be  per- 
isctly  independent  of  any  obstacles  thrown  in 
its  way.  I  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  u  a 
daose  were  introduced  that,  if  coal  was  ob- 
tainable at  the  same  price  and  of  equaJ  quality, 
the  preference  should  be  given  to  our  native 
coal.  J.  am  sure  this  would  be  accepted  by  the 
New  Zealand  Shipping  Conipany  at  the  present 
time,  and  I  feel  that  it  would  be  a  very  great 
advantage  to  the  colony  and  to  that  particular 
industry  to  which  I  refer.  It  is  not  at  all  im- 
pBobable  that  during  the  course  of  the  next  two 
or  three  years,  before  the  harboiurs  on  the  West 
Coast  are  finished,  circumstances  may  arise 
which  may  induce  the  owners  of  large  vessels 
nmning  between  here  and  New  South  Wales 
to  bring  over  large  quantities  of  coal,  so  as  to 
iMure  to  themselves  the  trade  between  Aus- 
tnJia  and  here.  The  inducement  would  be  to 
force  the  trade  on  this  company.  Although  they 
might  not  be  able  to  sell  the  coal  more  cheaply 
ihiui  the  colonial  coal  could  be  supplied,  they 
night  be  able  to  offer  to  the  company  such  ad- 
*utag«8  as  would  induce  it  to  t^e  away  from 
ue  Golonial  industry  temporarily  aU  assistance^ 


which  would  not  only  be  injurious  tp  the  coal- 
producers  hero,  but  would  also  cause  a  loss  to 
the  colony  of  an  amount  which  would  more 
than  counterbalance  the  sum  to  be  paid  in  the 
way  of  subsidy.  I  understand  that  the  quan- 
tity of  coal  consumed  by  this  company  now  is 
about  eighteen  thousand  tons  a  year.  The 
profit  to  our  revenue  on  a  supply  of  that 
quantity  would  be  £2,700,  and  that  would  be 
lost  to  the  colony  if  by  any  chance  a  contract 
were  taken  by  the  company  for  the  supply 
of  Newcastle  coal  even  at  an  equal  price. 
The  result  would  be  a  loss  of  £2,700,  which 
would  go  far  towards  aiding  in  paying  the  in- 
terest on  the  loans  to  be  raised  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  West  Coast  harbours.  This  would 
be  a  further  loss  from  the  fact  that  it  would 
stop  the  expenditure  of  £21,396  in  raising  and 
delivering  the  coal.  As  this  company  is  to 
have  what  may  virtually  be  called<a  monopoly, 
I  think  we  should  ask,  in  return,  that,  Skll 
things  being  equal,  they  should  give  our  coal 
the  preference.  I  should  be  satisfied  with  that, 
and,  unless  the  Government  insist  on  no  altera- 
tion being  made  in  the  agreement,  I  would  ask 
them  to  insert  words  to  the  following  effect:. 
"  the  vessels  to  give  preference  to  New  ZccJand 
coal,  provided  the  same  be  supplied  at  equal 
price  with  Newcastle  coal,  and  be  of  equal, 
quality."  I  would  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
to  endeavour  to  protect  our  industry  at  its  in- 
ception. We  do  not  ask  anything  in  the  way 
of  ^  protective  tariff  as  against  the  company. 
All  we  ask  for  is  fair-play,  and  that  this  in- 
dustry shall  not  be  stopped  in  its  early  stage 
by  circumstances  which  t  will  not  detain  the 
House  by  referring  to  in  detail,  but  which 
might  almost  compel  the  Shipping  Company 
to  enter  into  contracts  for  the  supply  of  New- 
castle coal. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— I  confess  that  at  first 
sight  I  was  induced  to  take  the  view  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  taken,  but  on  further 
consideration  I  think  we  had  better  be  content 
with  the  thing  as  it  is.  When  wo  are  told  by 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  that  we  are  to  have 
a  four-weekly  service  for  £13,000  a  year,  I  think 
we  may  very  well  congratulate  ourselves  on. 
making  such  a  good  bargain.  Indeed,  I  am. 
rather  surprised  that  the  company  should  have 
agreed  to  come  under  the  restrictions  contained 
in  this  contract  for  the  sake  of  the  money  to  be 
paid.  I  (San  only  say  that  if  I  had  been  the 
company  I  should  not  hft^^  done  so.  I  think 
there  is  sufficient  patriotism  on  the  part  of  the 
company  to  induce  them  to  use  New  Zealand, 
coal  in  preference  to  any  other.  But  there  is 
another  point  to  be  considered,  and  it  is  that». 
as  soon  as  you  get  the  Westport  Harbour  suf- 
ficiently deepened  to  admit  vessels  drawing. 
20ft.,  the  coal  company  will  have  no  difficulty 
in  getting  rid  of  its  coaJ.  That  is  the  object  to- 
be  aimed  at,  and  then  you  will  have  the  marketa> 
of  the  world  open  to  you,  and  you  need  fear 
no  competition  on  the  part  of  the  Newcastle- 
coal. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  hope  the  Committee  will, 
not  agree  to  the  proposal  of  the  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  to  compel  the  Shipping. 
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Company  to  take  its  coal  from  Westport,  for  you 
might  as  well  compel  them  to  take  their  grain 
from  Oamaru.  There  is  a  question  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  I  see  that  the 
<5ompany  are  to  be  paid  12s.  a  pound  for  carry- 
ing the  letters,  an^,  as  there  are  16oz.  to  the 
pound,  the  return  would  be  16s.  Would  the 
talapce  of  4s.  defray  the  costs  of  the  Postal 
Department  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  proposed  arrangement 
would  leave  a  margin  in  favour  of  the  depart- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the 
iionourable  member  for  Invercargill,  I  quite 
agree  with  him  as  to  the  future  prospects  of 
the  Blufi  Harbour  ;  and  no  doubt  the  day  will 
•<come  when  it  will  be  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant harbours  in  the  colony.  I  see  no  objection 
>to  inserting  it  amongst  the  ports  of  call;  and 
I  do  not  suppose  that  the  companies  would 
'Object  either,  for  it  is  optional  with  them  to 
choose  their  ports  of  call.  The  Bluff  is  cer- 
tainly only  twelve  hours*  steaming  from  Port 
Chalmers ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  their 
discretion  should  be  limited.  The  honourable 
member  for  the  Buller  certainly  has  the  in- 
terests of  the  coal  trade  very  much  at  heart ; 
but  I  do  not  think  that  we  should  put  in  the 
contract  such  a  condition  as  he  proposes,  al- 
though it  looks  so  innocent.  It  would  simply 
l)e  providing  the  coal  companies  with  the  means 
of  "cornering"  the  Shipping  Company,  if  I 
may  use  an  Americanism.  Inasmuch  as  con- 
tracts for  the  supply  of  coal  have  to  be  made 
in  advance,  if  the  Shipping  Company  were  to 
say  to  the  coal  companies,  "What  will  you 
supply  us  with  coal  •  for  ? "  the  coal  com- 
panies would  say,  "  We  will  see ; "  and  then, 
unless  the  Shipping  Company  had  taken  the 
precaution  of  securing  a  supply  of  imported 
coal,  they  might  be  asked  too  much  for  the 
local  coal.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Ship- 
ping Company  had  a  supply  of  imported  coal, 
the  local  company  might,  under  the  clause 
proposed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  come 
to  them  at  the  last  moment  and  say,  "You 
are  getting  imported  coal  at,  say,  £1  :  we 
will  supply  it  at  19s.  lid.;'*  and  then  the 
imported  coal  would  be  useless  to  the  Shipping 
■Company,  as  it  would  deteriorate  through  lying 
by.  Such  a  proposal  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
inan  makes  could  be  used  to  extort  money  in 
that  way!  Of  course  the  honourable  gentleman 
•does  not  intend  it  to  operate  in  that  way,  but 
'we  all  know  how  little  temptation  it  requires 
to  induce  persons  in  trade  to  make  money  by 
sharp  practices.  Besides  that,  without  maJcing 
any  such  stipulation,  if  local  coal  can  be  sup- 
plied at  even  a  penny  preference  over  imported 
coal,  it  will  be  used.  The  House  can  do  no 
more  than  give  the  coal-producers  an  oppor- 
tunity of  producing  their  coal  as  cheaply  as 
possible.  Coal  is  a  great  factor  in  every-day 
'life,  and  we  want  no  restrictions  on  its  use,  if 
the  local  producers  can,  with  all  the  advan- 
tages which  the  Legislature  has  given  them, 
compete  honestly  and  openly  with  imported 
coal :  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  cannot  com- 
pete, we  want  no  artificial  means  of  increasing 
ihe  cost  of  coal. . 

Ifr.  Shrimski 


Mr.  BABRON.— I  observe  that  this  is  a  forty- 
five  dajs'  service,  and  that  there  is  a  bonus  of 
£5  an  hour  for  every  hour  gained,  while  the 
penalty  i^  only  £4  an  hour  for  every  hour  lost 
Of  course  the  bonus  will  be  paid  for  evezy 
hour  gained,  whereas  the  penalty  may  not  be, 
and  is  not  likely  to  be,  enforced,  as  it  is  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General.  Now, 
the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  said 
that  we  were  getting  the  service  for  £13,000  a 
year ;  but  I  would  point  out  that  the  company 
has  hitherto  been  making  a  forty  days'  service 
of  it,  and,  as  we  are  only  contracting  for  s 
forty-five  days'  service,  the  £5  an  hourvdll  have 
to  be  paid  to  the  company  for  every  trip,  and 
they  will  make  £600  a  trip  by  it.  That  is  to 
say,  they  will  make  over  £7,000  a  year  in  addi- 
tion to  the  subsidy,  if  they  continue  to  cany 
on  the  service  as  they  have  hitherto  done. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman, 
is  mixing  the  two  services.  I  do  not  think 
there  has  been  any  occasion  on  which  tiie  pas- 
sage out  has  been  made  in  forty  days.  The 
contract  is  forty-five  days  from  Englsmd,  and 
forty-two  days  Home. 

Mr.  BARRON. — I  am  under  the  impressian 
that  the  passage  out  has  been  made  in  forty 
days.  Indeed,  that  time  is  really  quite  slow 
enough  for  a  satisfactory  mail  service.  I  only 
wish  to  point  out  that  we  shall  have  to  pay 
about  £20,000  a  year  for  this  service.  There 
is  another  point  on  which  I  should  like  some 
information  from  the  honourable  gentleman, 
and  that  is  with  regard  to  the  rates  which  are 
charged  under  clause  15.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  proportion  of  the  rates  is  retained 
by  the  colony — that  is  to  say,  what  the  colony 
is  to  get  for  the  letters  and  newspapers,  and 
so  on,  which  the  service  is  to  carry. 

Mr.  STOUT.— It  the  honourable^  gentleman 
will  allow  me  to  explain,  I  may  say  that  it 
is  impossible  that  the  speed  which  has  been 
made  on  some  of  the  voyages  of  these  steamen 
can  be  kept  up,  if  the  company  is  to  pay  any 
attention  to  the  passenger  traffic.  Already 
complaints  have  been  made  of-  the  steamen 
going  too  far  south,  and  having  to  encounter 
very  rough  weather  in  consequence;  and  if 
they  have  to  keep  farther  to  the  north  it  will 
lengthen  the  passage.  As  to  the  gain  or  Ion 
to  the  colony  on  the  rates,  honourable  gentle-  , 
men  will  observe  that  12s.  a  pound  is  to  be 
paid  for  the  carriage  of  letters,  and  that,  on 
the  supposition  that  every  person  who  posts  a 
letter  puts  in  a  letter  of  exactly  half  an  ounce 
in  weight,  we  should  gain  4s.  a  pound ;  bat  we 
know  very  well  that  most  of  the  letters  an 
under  that  weight :  so  that  the  colony  will  be 
receiving  from  16s.  to  20s.  for  what  we  have  to 
pay  128.  for. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— No  doubt  the  company  may 
make  considerable  sums  out  of  the  bonus,  if 
they  think  it  desirable ;  but  it  is  well  knows 
to  those  who  have  had  anything  to  do  with 
steamers  that  it  is  the  last  knot  or  half-knot 
which  causes  the  expencUture  of  coal.  We 
have  had  practical  proof  of  that  in  ooimectioB 
with  the  San  Francisco  service,  where  it  has 
been  shown  that  it  does  not  pay  to  nm  it- 
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eitift  speed  even  for  the  increased  subsidy. 
The  bonuses  the  contractors  for  that  service 
have  received  have  been  very  small  compara- 
dvely.  The  steamers  are  required  to  travel 
at  a  speed  of  about  thirteen  knots  an  hour, 
and  I  do  not  know  of  any  general  service  for  so 
long  a  distance  where  such  a  rate  of  speed  is 
stipulated  for.  If  they  exceed  that  they  will 
be  well  entitlied  to  a  bonus.  In  reply  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers,  I  would 
say  that  there  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that 
the  present  mail  matter  for  the  month  will  be 
rery  greatly  increased  when  we  have  a  fort- 
nightly service.  But  the  calculation  is  based 
on  the  present  mail  matter.  With  regard  to 
the  amount  the  colony  will  gain  by  the  rate 
of  1^.  a  pound,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
figures  are  not  in  my  hands  at  this  moment. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Supposing  the  Panama 
Canal  is  open  within  the  next  five  years,  and 
the  vessels  make  short  passages  by  that  route, 
«re  might  be  pajdng  too  much  a  year  for  the 
service.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  a  con- 
tingency within  the  range  of  practicability  that 
we  should  consider  or  not,  but  it  raises  up  a 
very  important  point. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.— Would  there  be  any  objec- 
tion to  making  the  contract  for  three  years 
instead  of  five  ?  We  all  know  the  rapid  progress 
that  is  being  made  in  regard  to  steam  vessels 
and  their  rate  of  speed,  and  five  years  seems  a 
long  time,  and  it  might  be  thought  desirable 
before  the  end  of  that  x>eriod  to  make  some 
alteration  in  the  contract. 

Mr.  ROL.LESTON.  —  What  amount  is  re- 
ceived by  the  Imperial  Government  for  postages 
in  England  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Twopence,  halfpenny  a 
letter  is  received  for  carrying  letters  via  Brin- 
disi  or  S»n  Francisco,  as  the  case  may  be. 
We  cannot  suppose  that  they  will  ask  anything 
of  the  kind  for  the  direct  steamers.  I  assume 
they  will  ask  the  ordinary  penny  a  letter,  and 
give  us  the  balance. 

111.  LAKE. — I  see  by  the  22nd  clause  of  this 
contract  that  the  steam  vessels  employed  in 
the  service  are  to  be  exempt  from  light  dues  at 
New  Zealand  ports.  Does  the  same  exemption 
apply  to  the  San  Francisco  steamers  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.-— They  get  the  liglit-dues  ex- 
emption. This  service  will  also  be  exempt  from 
payment  of  light  dues.  The  term  of  the  contract 
in  tive  years.  The  comp&ny  is  really  at  the 
mercy  of  the  colonists.  If  a  more  rapid  service 
wt;re  established  by  Panama,  and  it  suited  the 
people  to  send  their  letters  by  that  route,  it 
would  be  open  to  them  to  address  their  letters 
hy  Panama,  and  the  amount  this  company 
would  receive  will  be  reduced  in  proportion. 
It  is  open  to  the  steamers  to  go  by  Panama; 
they  are  not  bound  to  go  by  any  route. 

Mr.  PEACOCK.  —  Are  the  harbour  dues  re- 
mitted to  the  San  Francisco  boats  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  think  they  are  in  regard 
to  the  Auckland  Harbour. 

Mr.  ROSS.  —  I  presume  the  harbour  dues 
vill  not  include  the  harbour  dues  on  the  cargo. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Colonel  TRniBLE.— If  the  vessels  went  by 


Panama  there  would  be  a  saving  in  time  of 
some  seven  day«;,  and  that  would  mean  a  dif-  • 
ference  of  £10,000  a  year.  I  think  paying  the 
mail  steamers  according  to  the  mail  matter 
carried  is  the  only  true  way  of  dealing  with 
the  matter*.  When  the  question  was  before  the 
House  some  years  ago,  it  was  proposed  to  pay 
£40,000  a  year  for  a  direct  steam  service.  I 
pointed  out  at  the  time  that  the  principle  was 
a  bad  one.  We  reduced  the  vote  by  £20,000 ;_ 
but,  owing  "to  a  jealousy  amongst  the  com- 
panies, nothing  came  of  the  proposal.  We 
have,  notwithstajiding  that  fact,  a  direct  steaDfL 
service  without  a  subsidy.  I  look  upon  the 
principle  of  paying  for  results  as  the  proper 
one  to  adopt.  I  consider  the  proposed  arrange-- 
ment  a  reasonable  one,  and  I  shall  not  oppose 
it.  It  seems  that  the  colony  will  receive  a  fair 
profit  out  of  the  transaction. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  think  the  present  proposal 
is  a  step  in  tho  right  direction.  The  splendii 
fleets  of  steamers  we  have  now  are  well  worthy 
of  our  support.  I  object  to  the  present  ex^ 
travagant  price  we  are  paying  for  the  San 
Francisco  service.  There  will  be  a  difference 
between  tho  cost  of  that  service  and  of  the 
present  service  of  £20,000  a  year.  I  trust  the 
House  will  agree  to  the  proposal,  on  the  imder- 
standiug  that  the  San  Francisco  service  will 
be  similarly  treated — that  the  mails  will  be 
paid  for  by  weight,  and  not  by  subsidy  as  at 
present. 

Resolution  agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the- 
HoQse.. 

Mr.  SMITH.— I  would  point  out  that  there 
WEbs  no  provision  in  this  contract  for  the 
steamers  calling  at  Napier.  At  the  present 
time  the  mails  arrive  at  Auckland  on  a  Saturday, 
or  Sunday,  and  they  are  delivered  in  Napier 
on  the  following  Saturday.  I  suppose  it  will 
be  the  same  with  regard  to  the  proposed  ser- 
vice. The  mails  will  arrive  in  Wellington,  and 
it  will  be  a  considerable  time  before  we  get  the 
mails  at  Napier,  unless  some  special  provision^ 
is  made. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  Government  will  make 
the  best,  provision  possible  for  delivering  the 
mails  all  over  the  colony  on  the  arrival  of  the 
steamers.  When  the  breakwater  which  it  is 
proposed  to  construct  at  Napier  is  completed^ 
I  am  sure  that  port  will  not  be  omitted  from 
future  mail  contracts.  That  undertaking  is 
not  likely  to  be  completed  much  within  the 
next  five  years,  so  that  we  may  leave  this- 
matter  for  the  next  contract. 
Resolution  agreed  to. 

WELLINGTON  HOSPITAL. 

On  resolutions  being  reported  from  Commit- 
tee of  Supply, 

Dr.  NEWMAN  said  that,  while  the  estimates 
were  being  considered,  an  honourable  member 
had  made  a  statement  which  refleoted  on  the 
Wellington  Hospital,  to  the  effect  that  delirious 
patients  were  allowed  to  run  at  large.  It  might 
seem  to  be  an  unimportant  matter,  but  really 
this  was  a  very  serious  charge,  and  he  was  glad 
to  be  able  to  say  it  was  not  true.  The  real  facts 
were  these :  that  the  lunatic  asylum  and  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


414 


£upply. 


'     [HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


[Nov.  6 


hospital  were  on  contiguous  blocks  of  land. 
'Sometimes  harmless  lunatics  were  allowed  to 
work  in  the  lunatio^asylum  grounds,  and  one 
day  one  of  these  men  took  it  into  his  head  to 
go  across  to  the  hospital.  He  was  immediately 
seen  by  his  attendant  and  brought  back.  This 
'Circumstance  was  the  sole  foundation  for  the 
very  serious  charge  ithat  had  been  made.  The 
fact  was,  the  hospital  was  well  managed,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  asserted  to  the 
^contrary  was  wide  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  it  was  ho  who  had  made 
the  statement,  and  he  adhered  to  it.  It  was 
not  a  lunatic  of  whom  he  spoke,  but  a  hospital 
patient  suffering  from  delirium,  who  was  al- 
lowed to  wander  about  the  grounds. 

Resolutions  reported,  and  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
•Supply, 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said, — I  wish  to  make  a  few 
remarks  with  reference  to  the  supplementajy 
estimates  which  have  been  brought  down  this 
•evening.  The  heaviest  item  is  the  additional 
vote  for  education.  Some  members  may  not  be 
pleased  to  see  this ;  but  it  is  to  provide  for  in- 
'Creased  attendances  at  the  schools,  and  there  is 
no  help  for  it  but  to  pass  the  additional  amount. 
Most  of  the  other  items  will  explain  themselves. 
But  there  is  one  item  of  so  much  general  in- 
terest to  the  country  and  to  the  House  that  I 
'think  it  right  to  call  special  attention  to  it.  It 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  honourable  mem- 
bers that,  a  few  nights  ago,  the  proposal  to 
"establish  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  commercial  relations  with  the  South 
Sea  Islands  was  thrown  out.  But  the  Govern- 
ment thought  it  would  be  a  great  pity  to 
relinquish  altogether  the  South  Sea  Island 
trade,  and  it  occurred  to  them  that  probably 
-a  good  deal  might  be  done  in  the  way  of 
encouraging  that  trade  by  establishing  a  ser- 
vice— ^we  can  hardly  call  it  a  mail  service,  for 
it  would  be  more  in  the  nature  of  a  commer- 
•cial  service  —  between  New  Zealand  and  the 
islands.  Therefore  an  amount  appeals  on  the 
estimates  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
service  between  New  Zealand  and  the  South 
Sea  Islands.  The  amount  put  down  for  it 
is  £1,500.  That  is  an  estimate  of  what, 
more  or  less,  may  .have  to  be  paid  up  to  the 
81st  March  next;  but  it  is  not  possible  for 
us  to  say  absolutely  what  it  will  come  to. 
The  service,  we  think,  will  cost  about  £5,000 
a  year,  more  or  less.  Now,  as  regards  the 
service  it  is  proposed  to  establish,  it  will,  I 
think,  bo  the  means  of  bringing  New  Zealand 
into  important  commercial  relations  with  the 
South  Sea  Islands.  .  The  intention  is  that  a 
boat  should  start  from  Port  tl!h aimers,  to  call 
at  Lyttelton,  then  at  Wellington,  then  at  Na- 
pier, and  then  at  Auckland;  from  Auckland 
it  should  proceed  to  the  Tonga  Islands,  from 
the  Tonga  Islands  to  Samoa,  from  Samoa  to 
Tahiti,  and  back  again  to  Auckland,  and 
through  the  coastal  ports  of  New  Zealand. 
Or  the  sen-ice  ma)'^  rgo,  instead  of  from  Auck- 
land to  the  Tonga  Islands,  from  Auckland  to 
Dr.  Newman 


Tahiti  firsj;,  from  Tahiti  to  Samoa,  from  Samoft 
to  Tonga,  and  from  Tonga  back  to  Auckland. 
In  either  case  it  is  proposed  that  the  service 
shall  be  once  in  two  months — ^in  other  words, 
that  there  shall  be  six  services  in  the  year. 
Provision  will  also  be  made  so  that,  by  a  veiy 
few  months'  notice,  the  service  can  be  discon- 
tinued. The  amount  that  is  asked  is  so  small, 
and  the  results  may  be  so  large  in  the  way 
of  establishing  important  commercial  rela- 
tions between  the  various  ports  of  New  Zea- 
land and  these  islands,  which  are  now  out- 
side the  communication  which  Australia  holds 
with  Fiji  and  New  Caledonia,  that  I  cannot 
help  thinking  it  would  be  gratifying  to  honour-  " 
able  members  and  to  the  country  to  know  that 
we  propose  to  establish  this  service.  Before  I 
conclude,  there  is  another  matter  which  I 
wish  to  refer  to;  and  honourable  memberB 
will  understand  that  it  is  incumbent  upon 
me  to.  do  so.  At  an  earlier  period  of  the 
session,  in  the  course  of  a  debate  upon  the 
reason  why  there  was  a  delay  in  the  delivery 
of  Nelson  mails  for  two  inonths,  the  honour- 
able member  for  Nelson  expressed  himself 
very  strongly  in  reference  to  the  memoranda 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office.  He  said 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Post  Office  had  not 
only  been  guilty  of  a  misstatement,  but  had 
made  a  misstatement  knowing  it  to  be  untrue. 
The  honourable  member  Avill  understand  the 
feeling  which  I  have,  as  head  of  the  depart- 
ment, not  to  allow  an  officer  of  the  department, 
who  is  unable  to  defend  himself,  to  remain 
under  the  aspersion  which  is  contained  in  the 
remarks  of  tho  honourable  gentleman  reported 
in  Hansard.  It  is  quite  unnecessafy  to  raise 
any  debate  ofa  the  subject,  but  I  merely  wish  to 
say  this  :  that  the  memoranda  in  question,  to 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  refftred,  were 
memoranda  made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Post 
Office  to  the  Postmaster-General  of  the  time, 
the  honourable  member  for  Hawke's  Bay 
(Captain  Russell).  Captain  Russell  showed  the 
memoranda  to  Mr.  Levestam,  the  honourable 
member  for  Nelson.  It  was  not  necessary  that 
he  should  do  so,  but  he  showed  the  memoranda 
to  Mr.  Levestam,  and  it  was  concerning  those 
memoranda  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
made  the  remarks  which  I  have  mentioned. 
Now,  with  regard  to  the  calculations  made, 
Mr.  Gray,  the  offiger  in  question,  took  into 
account,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  delay  which, 
upon  these  two  occasions,  he  considered  would 
have  taken  place  owing  to  the  state  of  the  tide 
in  Nelson,  Nelson  being  a  tidal  harbour.  He 
took  into  consideration  all  details,  and  came  to 
the  conclusion  he  did,  and  which  was  reported 
to  the  head  of  the  department.  I  have  the 
permission  of  the  honourable  member  (Captain 
Kussell)  to  say  on  his  behalf,  as  I  say  on  my 
own,  that,  having  looked  into  the  circumstances, 
we  are  quite  convinced  that,  if  there  was 
any  error  in  Mr.  Gray's  computation,  it  was 
certainly  not  an  intentional  error.  I  may  say 
I  have  known  that  gentleman  a  long  time, 
arid  I  feel  that  he  is  quite  incapable  of  inten- 
tionally making  a-misstatement,  in  which  view 
I  think  other  honourable  gentlemen  who  have 
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«]so  known  him  for  long  ifHll  entirely  concur. 
I  hope  the  honourable  member  for  Nelson  will 
be  generous  enough  not  to  object  to  my  having 
made  this  statement  to  clear  a  gentleman  who 
is  unable  to  defend  himself  here :  not  as  to  the 
point  whether  he  was  correct  in  his  computa- 
tion, or  as  to  whether  or  not  he  ought  to  have 
taken  the  state  of  the  fide  into  account  in 
these  two  cases — that  is  perfectly  inmiaterial. 
The  one  point  I  wish  to  place  on  record  in 
Ea/nsard  is  the  affirmation  that  the  gentleman 
in  question  was  not  capable  of  making,  and  did 
sot  make,  an  intentional  misrepresentation.  I 
will  hot  detain  the  House  longer,  but  propose 
that  we  go  into  Committee  on  the  estimates. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.  —  In  replying  to  the  re- 
macks  the  Oolonial  Treasurer,  has  made  just 
now,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  exceedingly  regret 
&at,  during  the  heat  of  debate,  I  should  have 
given  expression  to  language  which,  perhaps, 
in  calm  moments,  I  should  not  have  made  use 
oi.  The  memoranda  to  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  refers,  the  then  Postmaster-General 
showed  me.  I  asked  him  if  it  was  shown  in 
the  way  of  confidence,  and  he  replied,  No.  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  anything  more  about  the  mat- 
ter, but  am  quite  content  to  let  it  rest. 

Mr.  SMITH. — As  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
tiie  Committee  to  make  an  increase  on  these 
estimates,  I  should  like  to  point  out  to  the 
Government  that,  whereas  the  Chairmen  of  the 
other  Conomittees — that  is  to  say,  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee  and  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  —  receive  each  £100,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  in  which  this 
session  the  work  has  been  unquestionably  se- 
vere, is  not  down  for  £100,  as  are  the  other 
Chairmen^  It  would  be  only  fair  to  give  that 
Chairman  the  same  as  the  other  Chairmen 
<A  Conmiittees.  We  have  had  this  session  one 
veiy  heavy  case,  which  lasted  a  great  many 
days — the  famous  Shag  Point  Colliery  case; 
and  I  hope  the  Government  will  see  their  way, 
if  not  on  these  estimates,  in  some  manner  to 
provide  for  the  Chairman  of  the  Waste  Lands 
iJommittee. 

Mr.  MACANDREW.— Sir,  before  you  leave 
the  chair,  I  wish  to  move  the  resolution  standing 
in  my  name  on  Supplementary  Order  Paper  23, 
which  is  as  follows  :-^ 

"  That  the  Government  be  requested  to  pre- 

Ca  measure  during  the  recess  to  enable 
5  through  the  Public  Trustee  or  otherwise 

to  be  made,  at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  to  local 
bodies  for  drainage  works,  and  to  actual  culti- 
vators of  the  soil  for  material  improvements.'* 

Although  this  resolution  embodies  a  question 
which,  perhaps,  next  to  that  of  local  govern- 
ment, ought  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
vitaHy -important. questions  of  the  day,  and 
-although  it  is  one  upon  which  a  good  deal  may 
be  said,  yet,  looking  at  the  Order  Paper  and  at 
the  state  of  the  public  business,  I  think  it  will 
be  more  pleasing  to  honourable  members  if  I 
say  nothing  at  all  or  a  very  few  words  upon  it. 
In  fact,  I  shall  be  content  to  take  a  division 
without  a  discussion  if  the  House  so  desires  it. 
I  think  it  md!kt  be  admittecl  that  there  will  be 
no  dispute  that  one  of  the  greatest  drawbacks 


which  the  progress  and  prosperity,  of  thoiBoIony 
labour  under  is  the  high  rate  of  interest.  I 
think  the  high  rate  for  money  is,  more  espe- 
cially as  regards  the  agricultural  interest,  one  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  which  it  is  now  labour- 
ing under ;  and  I  feel  assured  that,  if  action  js 
taken  in  the  direction  embodied  in  this  reso- 
lution, the  cultivators  of  the  soil  vrill  be 
able  to  obtain  money  for  one-half  the  rates 
they  are  now  paying,  and  probably  for  less. 
The  other  day,  it  will  be  remembered,  I  put  a 
question  as  to  the ,  establishment  of  a  State 
land  bank  of  a  similar  kind  to  the  State-  land 
banks  which  exist  in  India ;  and,  by  the  way, 
I  may  say  that  my  honourable  &iend  the 
member  for  the  Taieri  has  informed  me  that 
a  relative  of  his  who  is  residing  in  India  has 
intimated  to  him  that  such  a  bank  does  exist 
there,  and  that  it  has  been  productive  of 
enormous  benefits  to  that  country.  I  was 
very  glad  to  hear  from  the  Government  that 
they  would  make  inquiries  upon  the  subject, 
and  I  hope  these  inquiries  may  result  in  the 
establishment  of  such  a  b<vnk,  and  that  they 
may  have  the  desired  effect.  As,  however,  this 
may  involve  difficulties  and  delay,  I  have 
thought  the  next  best  thing  to  ^o  would  be  to 
make  some  such  provision  as  is  indicated  in  this 
resolution.  I  am  convinced,  as  I  said  before, 
that  the  rate  of  interest  could  be  very  greatly 
reduced.  The  Public  Trustee  hoMs  large  sums 
in  his  hands,  and  t  see  no  reason  why  arrange- 
ments might  not  be  made  for  money  in  Eng- 
land that  cannot  be  invested  in  Consols — that 
cannot  be  invested  excepting  in  real  property — 
finding  its  way  here  to  a  very  large  extent.  I 
believe  that  in  England  money  to  an  enormous 
extent  is  seeking  investment,  and  cannot  get 
more  than  2^  or  3  per  cent.  This  is  a  subject 
worthy  of  consideration  by  this  House,  and  I 
hope  the  House  will  agree  with  the  resolution 
I  now  propose. 

Mr.  HOLMES. — If  the  motion  requires  & 
seconder,'  I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  second- 
ing it.  The  honourable  member  for  Port 
Chalmers  has  brought  before  the  House  a 
most  important  and  most  practical  reform, 
and  one  which  all  agriculturists  throughout 
the  country  would  hail  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible delight  if  it  were  carried,  and  one  which, 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  if  he  will  set  his  mind  to  it,  can 
give  effect  toj  and  give  effect  to  in  such  a  way 
as  to  confer  a  very  great  boon  upon  this  colony* 
He  has  already  carried  out  one  of  the  things 
which  have  been  preached  upon  public  plat- 
forms as  being  a  necessary  reform — namely,  the 
doing  away  with  that  absurd  thing  called  the 
Sinking  Fund ;  and  now,  if  he  will  do  this,  he 
vrill  have  conferred  two  great  benefits  on  this 
colony,  and  his  name  will  be  held  in  the  highest 
honour  for  generations  to  come.  The  interest 
that  is  paid  at  the  present  time  upon  private 
loans,  amounting  to  £15,000,000,  borrowed,  not 
in  the  colony,  but  from  foreign  capitalists,  and 
upon  which  the  borrowers  have  to  pay  an  ave- 
rage interest  of  8  per  cent.,  amounts  to  some 
£1,200,000.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  causes 
the  Trust  Funds  of  the  oolony  to  be  invested 
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in  these  mortgages,  h«  con  reduce  the  inter- 
est these  people  have  to  pay  to  £600,000  per 
annum  ;  and  he  will  thus  cause  a  saving  to  this 
colony  of  many  thousands  of  pounds  at  pre- 
sent abroad  to  foreigners.  The  effect  of  that 
wjll  not  be  confined  to  the  mortgagors  f  but,  as 
soon  as  he  reduces  the  rate  of  interest  that 
is  customary,  and  has  fixed  the  Government 
rate  at  something  like  4  per  cent.,  he  will 
find  that  all  the  monetary  institutions  will 
have  to  reduce  their  rates,  and  that,  where 
people  are  now  paying  something  like  10  per 
cent.,  they  will  possibly  have  to  pay  6  per  cent. ; 
so  that  there  will  be  a  saving  throughout  the 
colony  to  the  industrial  classes,  who  form  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  country,  of  at  least  4 
per  cent.  That  will  be  a  saving  to  the  in- 
dustrial community  of,  at  the  very  least, 
£1,200,000  per  annum.  This  motion  is  one 
of  the  most  practical  character,  tending  to 
the  development  of  industries.  The  Hon.  the 
Treasurer,  when  he  spoke  at  Ashburton,  told 
the  colonists  that  he  was  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  them  various  ways  of  ad- 
vancing the  inteifests  of  the  country — of  pro- 
moting the  local  industries  of  the  country, 
^e  has  already  done  a  very  great  deal  in 
that  direction.  I  give  him  credit  for  that. 
Here  is  another  opening  for  him,  and  I  say 
that  he  can  do  nothing  of  greater  importance 
towards  developing  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try than  by  carrying  out  this  proposal  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers  to  re- 
duce the  price  of  money  from  8  per  cent, 
to  4^  or  5  per  cent.  If  he  does  that,  he  will 
confer  so  great  a  boon  on  the  colonists  that 
they  will  hold  his  memory  in  reverence  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  — I  should  be  sorry  to  see 
a  discussion  take  place  upon  this  resolution, 
although  I  quite  agree  with  the  observation  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Port  Chalmers 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Christchurch 
South  that  it  deals  with  a  subject  of  very 
large  importance.  But,  while  thanking  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchurch  South 
for  the  flattering  terms  in  which  he  spoke  of 
me,  I  may  also  say  this  :  that  this  resolu- 
tion I  do  not  consider  as  addressed  to  me 
personally,  but  to  my  colleagues  and  myself — 
to  the  Government  as  a  whole.  I  do  not  think 
it  necessary  to  discuss  the  question  at  length, 
because  it  is  merely  a  recoinmendation  to  the 
Government  to  come  doisii  with  proposals  next 
session.  There  is  no  honourable  member  but 
must  admit  that,  if  the  Govenmicnt  can  make 
satisfactory  proposals,  they  must  have  a  good 
effect  upon  the  country.  I  do  not  altogether 
agree  with  the  honourable  member  for  Christ- 
church S<>uth  as  to  the  extent  to  which  this 
can  be  done.  Of  the  loans  to  which  he  refers, 
a  large  amount  consists  of  loans  in  excess  of 
•  which  there  is  a  comparatively  small  margin, 
and  on  which,  therefore,  the  rate  of  interest  is 
exceptionally  high.  But  it  would  not  be  safe 
for  the  Government  to  advance  money  at  a  low 
rate  of  interest  unless  there  was  an  ample  mar- 
gin. The  honourable  gentleman,  however,  is 
perfectly  correct  in  saying  that  it  is  not  only  a 
Mr»  Hohnes 


question  of  great  importance,  but  a  question 
which  engages  the  attention  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  in  the  colony,  who  look  npoo 
it  as  one  of  the  most  important  questions  &jU 
could  be  dealt  with.  They  look  upon  it, 
in  fact,  as  a  question  which  materially  eon-  * 
cems  those  who  are  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  To  somtf  extent,  I  would  point 
out  to  honourable  gentlemen,  the  matter  has 
been  dealt  with  this  session,  because  in  the 
Life  Assurance  Bill  already  passed  the  Associa- 
tion is  permitted  to  invest  a  portion  of  the  funds 
on  mortgage  of  real  estate  not  exceeding  half 
of  the  value.  If  the  House — as  it  may  well  do 
— passes  this  resolution,  the  subject  will  have 
the  earnest  attention  of  the  Government  dunng 
the  recess;  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  bong 
down  pcoposals  which,  when  reviewed  by  the 
House,  will  gain  its  acceptance.  I  may  say 
that,  by  the  mail  that  went  out  last  Saturday^ 
I  fulfilled  the  promise  made  to  the  honourable 
member  for  Port  Chalmers  to  write  Home  foe 
full  information  upon  the  subject,  as  regards 
the  way  in  which  it  is  dealt  with  by  other  Go- 
vernments. 

Mr.  O'CONOil.— I  desire  to  point  out  to  the 
Government,  and  particularly  to  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  that  this  resolution  is  worthy  of 
support,  not  only  on  its  own  merits,  but  also 
because  of  its  connection  with  a  most  impoc- 
tant  question — the  employment  of  the  people 
on  the  land,  and  the  improvement  of  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  country.  In  the  hands  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  this  must  become  a 
large  and  very  beneficial  scheme  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  colony.  It  appears  to  me  that 
one  of  the  great  questions  of  the  day  in  the 
colony  is  to  increase  the  productiveness  of  the 
country,  and  at  the  same  time  to  prevent 
the  great  evil  that  has  crushed  down  our  race 
in  the  Home-country — namely,  the  aggrega- 
tion of  pepple  in  ail  the  large  towns.  The 
matter  should  also  be  considered  in  connee- 
tion  with  the  Government  proposal?  in  regaid 
to  the  land-tax.  .  When  the  land-tax  is  con- 
sidered, I  think  allowance  should  be  made 
for  the  amount  of  improvements  made  on  the 
land,  and  the  number  of  labourers  employed. 
Ifr  such  an  exemption  were  made,  it  would  be 
the  means  of  greatly  increasing  the  prodoe- 
tions  of  the  country.  I  hope  this  question 
will  be  carefully  considered  by  the  Government 
during  the  recess. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
with  reference  to  what  has  fallen  from  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Buller  about  the 
land-tax.  One  or  two  members  of  the  House 
will  insist  that  there  was  a  land-tax  proposal 
before  us.  No  such  proposal  has  been  made 
by  the  Government,  and  I  shall  oppose  a 
land-tax  as  much  as  I  possibly  can.  Theie 
is  no  such  proposal  before  the  House  now^ 
and  the  Government  have  not  in  any  way  led 
the  House  to  believe  that  such  is  their  inten- 
tion. I  am  therefore  astonished  to  hear  mem> 
bers  bringing  this  land-tax  before  the  Hoose 
without  the  slightest  foundation. 

Colonel  TRIMBLE.— I  ^yi8h  to  protest  as 
strongly  as  I  can  against  the  whole  doctrina 
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oontained  in  this  resolation.  I  absolutely  pro- 
test against  it,  so  that  I  may,  on  a  future  ooca- 
■Jon  when  it  conies  up,  be  able  to  be  quite 
clear  u^on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Macandre^'s  motion  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply  presently, 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  said,— I  should  like  to 
blow  if  the  Govexnment  intend  going  on  first 
with  the  supplementary  estimates. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Yes. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— They  have  only  been  m 
the  hands  of  honourable  members  for  a  short 
time— scarcely  an  hour ;  and  members  have  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  them.  A  very 
eoiBory  glance  shows  that  they  deal  with  very 
important  subjects,  which  the  House  had  no 
leason  to  expect  would  be  put  on  the  supplement 
taiy  estimates  without  notice.  The  very  ques- 
tion which  the  honourable  member  himself  very 
ptoperly  called  attention  to  really  contravenes 
the  decision  already  arrived  at  by  this  House 
with  regard  to  the  South  Sea  Island  trade.  It 
is  proposed,  as  I  understand,  to  take  authority 
vnder  this  vote  for  £1,500  to  enter  into  a 
contract  by  which  £5,000  a  year  of  the  public 
revenues  will  be  spent  upon  a  trading  company 
in  the  South  Pacific. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  gentleman 
must  have  misunderstood  me.  We  already 
have  an  island  service  to  Fiji,  and  it  is  charged 
as  a  mail  service ;  but  it  cannot  be  pretended 
that  the  mere  question  of  postages  is  sufficient 
to  justify  that  service.  It  is  a  postal  service 
which  has  for  its  object  commercial  purposes. 
This  amount  on  the  estimates  was  purely  for  a 
steam  service,  and  has  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  estabUshment  of  any  trading  com? 
pany. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— As  I  understand  it,  it  is 
a  subsidy  to  a  steam  service  under  the  name  of 
a  postal  subsidy.  The  postal  subsidy  is  used 
iorthe  promotion  of  a  service  which  wUl  have 
for  its  real  object  the  promotion  of  trade  with 
the  South  Pacific  Islands.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  bringing-down  of  a  question  of  this  kind 
at  this  late  hour,  without  any  notice,  and 
notwithstanding  the  distinct  decision  of  the 
House  the  other  day  on  a  Bill  brought  down 
for  a  somewhat  similar  object,  is  rather .  an 
extraordinary  step.  Then,  these  estimates  con- 
tain other  items  that  are  somewhat  extraordi- 
nary at  first  sight,  and  require  a  good  deal  of 
explanation.  I  should  like  very  much  to  see 
the  Grovernment  postpone  these  estimates  now. 
At  this  hour  of  the  night,  to  begin  to  force 
through  large  sums  such  as  are  contemplated 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  bo  the  right  thing.  We 
were  told,' when  the  Financial  Statement  came 
down,  that  we  began  the  year  with  a  deficit  of 
£150,000,  that  we  should  reduce  the  taxation 
hy  £150,000,  and  that  we  should  have  a  surplus 
of  some  £60,000. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — Less  the  supplementary 
estimates. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— They  come  to  £43,000. 
Such  a  margin,  I  think,  is  not  satisfactory.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  not  force  the  House 
into  Gommittee  of  Supply  to-night. 

VOL.  L.-27. 


Mr.  HOLMES. — It  is  very  refreshing  to  hear 
the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  talking 
about  putting  through  supplementary  estimates 
for  £45,000.  If  he  had  any  consistency  or 
political  decency — I  am  not  aware  whether 
that  word  would  be  allowed  or  n9t  — if  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine  ha4  any  re- 
spect fof  his  own  character  he  would  not  have 
said  one  single  word  about  putting  these  esti- 
mates through  the  House  to-night;  for  I  was 
here  in  1882,  when  his  Government  brought 
down  public  works  estimates  for  £1,800,000, 
and  only  gave  us  notice  of  them  about  four  or  * 
five  hours  before,  and  forced  them  through  the 
House,  their  own  supporters  protesting  against 
the  indecent  haste  with  which  they  put  them 
through ;  and  now  we  have  him  standing  up 
and  protesting  against  supply  being  gone  on 
with.  I  challenge  him  or  any  member  of  hia 
Ministry  to  deny  it.  We  had  Sir  John  Hall 
standing  up  and  saying  the  thing  was  utterly 
improper — utterly  indecent — passing  through 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  without  giving 
honourable  members  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering what  they  were  doing.  Now  we  have 
the  honourable  member  for  Geraldine  talking 
of  dealing  with  £45,000.  I  hav&  no  doubt  some 
member  of  the  Government  will  stand  up  and 
tell  us  that  most  of. this  -money  is  brought 
down  on  account  of  the  disgraceful  maimer 
in  which  that  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
administering  his  department.  One  sum  of 
£2,000  is  put  down  on  the  estimates  to  make 
up  for  the  disgraceful  laxity  with  which  he  ad- 
ministered his  department  in  respect  to  some 
settlement  at  Rotorua. 

Mr.  O 'CONOR.— I  am  far  from  joining  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine  in  his  con- 
demnation of  the  Gk)vemment  for  bringing  down 
estimates  so  quickly.  I  think  the  greatest  pos- 
sible credit  is  due  to  the  Government  for  doing 
it.  A  number  of  honourable  members  are 
leaving,  and,  in  order  to  secure  a  full  House 
and  proper  consideration  for  these  estimates, 
it  was  necessary  to  bring  them  down  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  It  is  far  better  that 
these  estimates  should  be  considered  now, 
while  there  is  a  large  gathering  of  honourable 
members,  than  that  they  should  be  brought 
down  later,  when  the  House  is  limited  to  very 
few.  I  think  the  Government  are  to  be  com- 
mended for  the  promptitude  with  which  they 
have  brought  down  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates. I  hope  that  they  will  insist  on  having 
these  estimates  considorod  to-night,  and  that 
they  will  resist  any  pressure  against  the  adop- 
tion of  that  course. 

Mr.  HOBBS. — I  wish  to  know  whether  there 
is  any  intention  of  departing  from  t.he  present 
arrangement  for  steamers  calling  regularly  at 
the  Bay  of  Islands  to  coal  and  to  receive  car- 
goes of  beef  and  sheep.  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
the  Treasurer's  remarks  about  the  South  Sea. 
Islands,  because  I  hold  it  to  bo  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  we  should  encourage  thia 
trade,  which  I  believe  is  at  present  in  its  in- 
fancy. I  hope  there  will  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing about  allowing  the  steam'ers  to  continue  ta 
call  regularly  at  the  Bay  of  Islands. 
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Mr.  •STOUT.— I  would  Bnggest  that  it  would 
be  more  convenient  to  discuss  the  several  items 
in  Committee,  when,  I  have  no  doubt,  the 
desired  information  will  be  given  respecting 
them. 

Mr.  BRYCE. — Does  the  honourable  gentle- 
man propose  to  proceed  next  with  the  public 
works  estimates?  * 

Mr.  STOUT.— Yes. 

Mr.  BRYCE.— I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to 
do  BO,  and  I  will  say  why.  When  the  Public 
Works  Statement  was  made  it  was  felt  to  be 
'  a  very  interesting  and  important  Statement, 
and  there  seemed  to  be  some  intention  on  the 
part  of  some  honourable  members  to  taJce  a 
discussion  upon  it  immediately ;  but  I,  for  one, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East 
for  another,. suggested  that  it  would  be  more 
convenient  to  take  another  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing that  very  important  Statement ;  and  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  heartily  acquiesced, 
as  well  as  the  other  members  on  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  benches,  and  they  promised,  distinctly 
and  absolutely,  that  a  fitting  opportunity 
fihould  be  afforded  for  discussing  that  State- 
ment. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  would  mention, 
in  explanation,  that,  when  it  was  suggested 
this  evening  that  we  should  go  into  the  public 
works  estimates,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
suggested  that  it  would  be  a  fitting  opportunity 
to  raise  the  discussion  referred  to  when  the 
resolutions  from  Committee  of  Supply  are  re- 
ported to-morrow. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  quite  agree  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Geraldine  that  the 
dx>vemment  should  not  rush  business  through 
the  House;  but  the  House  is  willing  to  go  on 
with  these  estimates  to-night,  and  we  cannot 
hope  to  get  as  full  a  House  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session.  My  colleagues  and  myself  would 
be  quite  willing  to  sit  here  till  Christmas ;  but 
that  does  not  meet  the  views  of  honourable 
members,  who  desire  to  get  away  on  Friday  or 
Saturday.  Therefore  it  is  necessary  that  the 
estimates  should  be  considered  to-night. 

Motion  agreed  to,  and  the  House  went  into 
Committee  of  Supply. 

.    nr  COMMITTEB. 
SUPPLEMENTAEY  ESTIMATES. 
Class  I. — Legislative. 

Legislative  Department,  £1,049. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  said  Mr,  Didsbury, 
the  Government  Printer,  had  made  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Reporting  and  Printing  Committee 
on  behalf  of  the  Hansard  compositors,  and  the 
Committee  had  recommended  the  voting  of 
£81  on  that  account.  During  the  six  weeks 
between  the  two  sessions  the  compositors  could 
only  be  employed  about  two  days  a  week,  and 
some  of  them  were  only  able  to  earn  a  few 
shillings  each;  the  average  per  man,  for  the 
whole  stafi,  being  at  most  £1.  The  Committee 
had  recommended  that  £81  should  be  distri- 
buted amongst  these  men.  The  House  had 
referred  the  Committee's  report  to  the  favour- 
able consideration  of  the  Government,  but  the 
.amount  had  not  'been  put  on  these  estimates. 
Ho  honed  the  Treasurer  would  even  yet  find 


some  means  of  carrying  out  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee. 

Sir  J.  YOGEL  said  the  Legislative  estimates 
were  framed  by  the  two  SpeaJcers,  and  the  Go- 
vernment merely  took  their  estimates  and  sub- 
mitted them.  Ministers  were  not  even  bound 
to  support  them,  but  it  would  be  very  disoonr- 
teous  of  any  Government  not  toafiord  the  House 
an  opportunity  of  pa.ssing  the  votes  which  the 
Specucers  recommended.  As  to  the  point  that 
there  was  no  provision  for  paying  the  Chainnaa 
of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee,  he  supposed  it 
had  not  been  recommended,  otherwise  it  would 
have  appeared  on  the  estimates.  A  special 
resolution  in  favour  of  paying  the  Chairman  of 
•the  Gold  Fields  Committee  had  been  passed  bj 
that  Committee  ;  it  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Government  by  the  Speaker ;  and  consequently 
the  amount  had  been  placed  on  the  estimates. 
He  might  say  this :  that,  if  there  was  any  Com- 
mittee Chairmanship  to  whichi  pecial  payment 
should  attach — beyond  the  Petitions  Com- 
mittee, the  duties  of  which  were  very  arduous 
—it  should  be  that  of  the  Gold  Fields  Com- 
mittee, on  account  of  the  constant  and  heavy 
duties  of  that  Committee,  He  had  no  doubt 
the  compositors  were  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration; but  no  recommendation  on  their 
behalf  had  reached  the  Government.  If  a 
recommendation  came  from  the  Government 
Printer  or  from  the  Printing  Committee,  he 
had  no  doubt  the  Government  would  take  the 
responsibility  of  setting  the  sum  down. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  said  the  recommenda- 
tion came  from  the  Government  Printer,  and 
had  been  supported  by  the  Commirtee,  whose 
report  on  the  subject  had,  on  his  motion,  been 
referred  by  the  House  to  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  Government. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said,  to  the  best  of  his  belief 
the  matter  had  not  come  before  the  Govern- 
ment. He  was  glad  to  take  this  opportunitj 
of  expressing  his  own  warm  acknowledgments, 
and  he  believed  he  might  do  so  on  behalf  of 
the  House,  to  the  Hansard  reporters  for  the 
admirable  mcumer  in  which  they  reported  the 
debates ;  also  to  the  Printing  Office  for  the  ad- 
mirable manner  in  which  it  met  the  enonnoas 
pressure  of  the  session  in  the  way  of  printing 
documents.  He  could  speak  with  some  know- 
ledge of  the  subject,  because  he  had  had  docu- 
ments printed  which  it  was  most  impordmt 
should  be  kept  entirely  secret  and  confidential 
for  many  days  together,  and  the  Government 
Printing  Office  was  equal  to  the  ta^ — ^which 
was  not  an  easy  one,  considering  the  large  nmn- 
ber  of  the  m^n  employed.  As  to  the  reports— 
coming  back  here  after  the  lapse  of  some  yean 
—  it  had  struck  him  that  the  improvement 
in  the  Hansard  reports  was  most  remarkable, 
and  that,  considering  the  enormously  heavy 
duties  of  the  reporters,  their  work  was  beyond 
all  praise. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  would  point  out  that,  thoo^ 
£120  was  set  down  for  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  Council,  they  were  doing  that 
gentleman  but  scant  justice,  for,  whereas  in 
former  years  he  had  been  paid  £190  more  than 
ordinary  members  of  the  Council,  this  year. 
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«ven  with  this  proposed  vote,  he  would  only 
receive  exactly  the  same  amount  as  ordinary 
mezobers  draw  as  honorarium.  He  regretted, 
therefore,  that  a  larger  sum  was  not  proposed. 
He  would  like  some  explanation  as  to  why,  as 
these  additions  were  ^o  be  proposed,  they  were 
not  sent  to  the  Government  in  time  to  be  dis- 
cussed when  the  ordinary  estimates  were  before' 
&e  House  on  the  previous  day.  Here  were 
additions  to  the  salaries  of  a  number  of  officers 
— ^e  Clerk,  the  Clerk-Assistant,  the  Librarian 
and  his  assistant,  &c. — whose  salaries  they  had 
voted  the  previous  day.  Why  were  not  the 
salaries  and  the  additions  brought  on  together  ? 
He  should  like  to  know  why,  in  these  times,  it 
iiras  proposed  to  increase  these  expenses. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  amounts  had  only 
been  proposed  quite  recently — weeks  since  the 
ordinary  estimates  were  printed.  He  agreed 
that  the  £120  now  put  down  for  the  Chairman 
of  Committees  of  the  Council  would  only  give 
that  gentleman  the  same  amount  for  the  year 
as  the  double  honorarium  taken  by  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Council. 

Mr.  0*CONOR  said,  as  Hansard  had  been  re- 
ferred to,  he  would  express  a  wish  that  the 
Government  would  sde  that  the  resolutions  he 
had  had  the  honour  of  proposing  early  in  the 
session  were  carried  out  in  their  integrity.  Al- 
ready the  subscriptions  to  Haneard  had  in- 
-creased  very  largely — from  one  or  two  hundred 
to  over  one  thousand  four  himdred.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  see  to  it  that  the  cost 
price  was  strictly  adhered  to,  and  that  every 
facility  was  given  during  the  recess  to  take 
orders  and  to  carry  out  the  principle  initiated, 
so  that  next  session  they  might  be  enabled  to 
make  Hansard  more  accessible  and  of  still 
moze  advantage  to  the  public.  He  thought  it 
would  be  some  satisfaction  to  know  that  al- 
ready the  alteration  had  been  received  in  the 
warmest  possible  manner  by  the  public.  He 
hoped  facilities  to  get  Hansard  would  be  ex- 
tended, and  that  the  spirit  of  the  resolutions 
passed  would  be  fully  observed. 

Mr.  HATCH  moved.  That  the  item,  *'  Legis- 
lative  Council — Extra  clerical  assistance  (addi- 
iional),  £50,"  be  struck  out.  He  presumed 
that  was  the  amount  struck  out  in  the  ordinary 
•estimates,  and  it  seemed  strange  that  an  item 
•once  refused  should  be  put  on  again  just  after. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
the  item,  **  Legislative  Council — Shorthand  re- 
iwrter  (6  months),  £75." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  this  was  a  new  officer  ap- 
pomted  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  HOLMES  asked  how  they  were  going 
to  control  the  expenditure  of  public  money  if 
ihe  Council  could  put  on  amounts  without 
■consulting  the  Government. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  these  questions  were  all 
■questions  of  degree.  If  the  Coimcil  foimd  they 
could  not  overtake  their  business  without  a 
shorthand  reporter,  and  if  the  Council  asked 
the  Speaker  to  appoint  such  an  officer,  it  would 
be  placing  the  Council  in  a  very  humiliating 
position  if  they  weie  not  allowed  to  engage  the 
.^rvices  of  a  shorthand  reporter. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  there  were  high  degrees 


and  low  degrees,  and  this  was  a  low  degree. 
He  moved.  That  the  item  be  struck  out. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  Speaker  of  the  Coun- 
cil had  appointed  the.  officer  who  had  given  his 
services.  Would  the  honourable  gentleman 
have  the  Speaker  pay  the  amount  himself,  or 
should  they  get  iipa  contribution  in  this  House 
to  do  it  ? 

Mr.  HOLMES  did  not  care  how  it  was  done, 
so  tiiat  the  money  of  the  coimtry  was  not  taken 
for  it.  Why  the  Council  should  be  allowed  to 
appoint  an  additional  reporter  was  past  his 
comprehension.  The  House  must  not  lose  the 
control  of  the  public  purse,  and,  if  the  Trea- 
surer wished  to  give  up  l^e  control  to  the 
Council,  he  would  have  to  get  other  supporters 
than  himself  (Mr.  Holmes).  He  represented 
the  taxpayers,  and  would  not  submit  to  this 
House  losing  control  of  the  public  purse. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  did  not  intend  to  give  up  the 
control  of  the  purse,  but  it  would  scarcely  pay 
the .  House  to  have  to  specially  consider  the 
appointment  of  a  rex)orter  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  it  was  much  better  that  it  should 
come  on  in  the  regular  course  as  it  did  now. 
Of  course  he  would  not  consent  to  the  Speaker 
of  either  House  incurring  any  large  expendi- 
ture without  consulting  the  Government,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who 
was  in  the  Legislative  Council,  had  been  con- 
sulted as  to  the  appoinfanent  of  this  re[>orter. 
He  would  therefore  accept  the  responsibility 
for  this  item  on  behalf  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  HOLMES  must  protest  agamst  the  doc- 
trine that  the  Spealper  of  the  Upper  House 
could  appoint  any  number  of'sinecure  officers, 
and  then  that  the  Colonial  Treasurer  should 
take  the  responsibility  on  himself.  Why  did 
not  this  reporter's  salary  appear  on  the  main 
estimates,  if  he  had  been  employed  from  the 
beginning  of  the  session  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  honourable  member 
forgot  the  circumstances  of  the  beginning  of 
the  session,  when  work  had  to  be  done  in  re- 
spect to  which  the  less  shorthand  reportmg 
the  better.  Then  the  Government  came  into 
office,  and  they  had  to  prepare  their  estimates 
in  a  couple  of  weeks,  at  which  time  no  pres- 
sure of  work  could  have  fallen  on  the  Upper 
House.  It  was  since  that  time  that  it  nad 
been  found  necessary  to  employ  an  additional 
shorthand  reporter.  Of  course  it  would  be 
wrong  for  the  Speaker  of  the  Upper  House  to 
have  the  ear  of  the  Government  in  making 
sinecure  appointments ;  but  this  was  a  different 
thing  altogether. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  it  had  been  the  con- 
stant complaint  of  the  members  of  the  other 
House  that  they  had  not  had  sufficient  work  to 
do :  how,  then,  could  pressure  of  work  be  ad- 
vanced as  an  argument  for  the  appointment  of 
this  reporter  ? 

Mr.  O'CONOR  said  it  was  quite  proper  to 
assert  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives  in  regard  to  the  custody  of  the  publio 
purse ;  but  would  the  honourable  member  con- 
tend that  all  the  work  of  the  Council  was  to 
be  stopped  until  the  House  had  authorized  the 
appointment  of  an  officer  of  this  kind?    TEd 
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discussion  "which  was  now  taking  place  showed 
that  the  House  had  control  over  the  expendi- 
ture. As  the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil had  incurred  this  expenditure  at  his  own 
risk,  and  as  the  item  was  liahle  to  be  struck 
out,  it  was  evident  that  the  Lower  House  had 
the  control ;  but  it  would  be  incumbering  their 
position  very  much  if  they  were  to  discuss 
every  little  item  of  expenditure  on  tiie  part  of 
the  other  House. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  that  if  the  Premier  would 
say  that  the  Speaker  of  the  Upper  House  had 
consulted  him  as  to  this  amount  he  would  be 
satisfied ;  but,  if  not,  he  must  protest  against 
a  gentleman  who  was  responsible  to  no  one 
mfibking  these  appointments. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  honourable  member 
had  already  been  told  that  the  Government 
accepted  the  responsibility  for  this  item.  This 
was  not  a  Hansard  reporter,  as  the  honourable 
member  seemed  to  imagine,  but  a  reporter  for 
the  Select  Committees  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil ;  and  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  work  of  the  other  House  was  lighter  in  that 
respect  than  it  had  always  been. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  must  protest  against  these 
unwarrantable  charges  being  made  against  a 
gentleman  holding  the  high  and  honourable 
position  of  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
The  honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  South 
had  spoken  of  this  as  an  appointment  to  a 
sinecure,  and  also  talked  about  favouritism, 
and  about  the  item  not  being  sent  down  till  a 
very  late  date.  Before  ^uch  charges  were  made 
against  a  gentleman  who  could  not  defend  him- 
self, the  honourable  gentleman  should  have 
taken  the  tjrouble  to  inquire  whether  there  was 
any  ground  whatever  for  making  them.  He 
behoved  it  would  be  found  that  this  shorthand 
writer  was  absolutely  re<^red,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
of  the  Chairman  of  Committees  of  that  Ootmcil, 
to  assist  in  reporting  the  proceedings  of  Select 
Committees. 

Mr.  HOLMES  had  made  no  charges  against 
anybody,  and  had  not  attributed  any  motives 
whatever. 

Mr.  STOUT  explained  that  the  various  items, 
with  the  exception  of  "  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees, £120,"  had  been  recommended  by  the 
3p^akers. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  understood  that  the  proposed 
additions  were  in  consequence  of  two  sessions 
having  been  held  this  year. 

Item,  '*  Shorthand  reporter  (6  months),  £76," 
agreed  to. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
'*That  the  item,  *  Extra  clerical  assistance 
(additional),  £50,'  be  struck  out." 


Ayes,  85. 

Allwright 

Dodson 

Levegtam 

Barron 

Duncan 

Locke 

Bevan 

Eraser 

Macandrew 

B.-Bradshaw 

Gillies 

McKenzie,  J. 

Bruce 

Hatch 

McMillan 

Bryco 

Hobbs 

Richardson,  G 

Cadman 

Joyce 

Bolleston 

Cowan 

Jjake 

Boss 

Mr.  O'Canor 

Bussell  Thompson,  T,  Wilson. 

Seddon  Trimble  TeUen, 

Shephard  Tumbull  Holmes 

Steward,  W.  J.  White,  W.  O'Conor. 

Noes,. 16. 
Beetham  Mackenzie,  M.  Vogel 

Conolly  Menteath  Walker: 

Hirst,  H.  Peacock 

Hursthouse       Bichardson,  E.         Tellers, 
Johnston  Smith  Newman 

Lance  Thomson,  J.  W.  Pearson. 

Majority  for,  19. 

Item  struck  out. 

Mr.  HATCH  moved,  That  the  item^  "Extra, 
messengers  (additional),  £50,"  be  Btmck  out. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ates,  17. 

Allwright  Eraser  Bichardson,  G. 

Barron  Gillies  Thompson,  T. 

Bevan  Lake  Trimble. 

Bryoe  McKenzie,  J.  TeUers, 

Cowan  McMillan  Hatch 

Dunc92i  O'Conor  Holmes. 

Nobs,  33. 
Beetham  Locke  Shrimski 

B.-Bradshaw.     Mackenzie,  M.^  Steward,  W.  J. 
Bruce  Menteath        '  Thomson,  J.  W» 

Conolly  Moat  Tole 

Dodson  Newman  Tumbull 

Hirst,  H.  Peacock  Vogel . 

Hobbs  Pearson  Walker 

Hursthouse        Bichardson,  E.  Wilson. 
Johnston  Boss  Tellers. 

Joyce  Bussell  Cadman 

Lance  Shephard  Smith. 

Levestam 

Majority  against,  16. 

Item  retained. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  item,  "Cleric 
of  the  House  (additional) ,^£100,"  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  GILLIES  said  he  thought  the  House 
should  be  advised  by  the  Government  in  refer- 
ence to  these  matters. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  it  appeared  to  the  Go- 
vernment that  extra  amoimts  asked  for  on 
account  of  the  second  session  should  be  voted 
as  being  fair  and  reasonable,  but  with  regard 
to  additions  to  salaries  the  House  was  as  well 
able  to  judge  as  the  Government.  So  far  as  he 
was  aware,  members  of  the  Government  would 
vote  for  the  items  of  £100  each  for  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  and  Clerk- Assistant,  but  they  would 
in  no  way  dictate  to  the  House  concerning 
them. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  that  the  Treasurer 
should  have  told  the  House  that  the  gentleman 
in  question  received  at  the  present  time  £700 
a  year  for  three  months'  work.  The  session 
sometimes  lasted  four  or  five  months,  and,  if 
the  last  short  session  was- added  to  the  present 
one,  it  would  be  found  to  be  only  a  short 
session.  The  House  was  pla.ced  in  a  false  posi- 
tion  by  having,  to  strike  out  these  items ;  the 
Government  should  have  taken  the  responsi- 
bility, or  not  have  brou^tthem  on  at  all. 
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Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  three  amonntB  fox 
the  Clerk  of  the  House,  the  Clerk-Assistant, 
and  the  Head  Messenger,  were  recommended 
SB  permanent  additions  to  the  salaries  of  those 
officials;  whilst  the  others,  to  the  Librarian, 
the  Assistant-Librarian,  reporters,  and  for  occa- 
axmai  assistance,  were  in  th^  nature  of  gratui- 
ties. The  item  to  the  night-watchman,  whose 
duties  were  very  arduous,  was  also  an  increase 
of  salary. 

Item, "  Clerk  of  the  House  (additional),  £100," 
flfcrnck  out. 

Clerk-Assistant  (additional),  £100. 

l£r.  HATCH  proposed,  That  this  item  be 
struck  out. 

Item  struck  out. 

Chairman  of  Gold  Fields  and  Mines  Com- 
mittee, £100. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  would  like  to  know 
why  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  should 
be  voted  £100,  when  the  Chairman  of  the 
Waste  Lands  Committee,  whose  duties  were 
more  onerous,  received  no  remuneration.  These 
distinctions  were,  he  thought,  invidious. 

Mr.  O'CONOB  said  the  Chairman  of  the 
Mines  Committee  did  a  great  deal  of  work,  to 
do  which  involved  a  considerable  amount  of 
self-sacrifice.  The  Chairman  of  the  Commit-' 
tee  brought  a  large  amount  of  technical  know- 
ledge to  bear  on  the  subject,  and  had  a  great 
deal  to  do.  He  thought  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  Waste  Lands  Committee  also  hsbd  a  just 
daim  for  consideration. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  thought  that,  if  the 
Chaiiman  was  to  be  paid  because  he  devoted 
his  time  to  the  business,  then  eJl  the  Chairmen 
of  Committees  and  the  members  of  Committees 
should  be  paid.  He  moved.  That  Hhe  item  be 
struck  out. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  Committee  had 
passed  a  xesolution  recommending  the  pay- 
ment; that  resolution  was  passed  on  to  the 
Speaker,  and,  thnough  the  Speaker,  to  the  Gro- 
vemment,  and  it  was  therefore  placed  on  the 
estimates.  Knowing  as  he  did  the  enor- 
mous mass  of  business  that  went  before  the 
Committee,  he  might  say  that  but  for  its 
merciful  interposition  a  very  large  amount  of 
additional  work  would  be  thrown  on  the  House. 
The  members  of  the  Committee,  having  watched 
the  arduous  duties  of  the  Chairman,  had  re- 
eommended  the  payment  of  the  item  now  before 
ihe  House,  and  he  should  cordially  support  it, 
believing  the  money  to  be  well  earned. 

Mr.  O'GONOR  said  that  the  work  of  the 
Committee  rapidly  and  almost  daily  increased, 
and  the  Chairman^  labours  were  made  more 
onezous  by  the  fact  that  the  same  clerk  was 
not  always  in  attendance. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  that,  had  it  not  been  for 
tiie  work  of  the  Chairman,  the  Committee 
would  have  had  to  sit  every  day. 

Mr.  PEAOOCK  would  support  the  motion 
d  the  honourable  member  for  Motueka.  The 
Chaiiman  of  the  Waste  Lands  Conunittee  had 
much  more  difficult  duties  to  perform,  or,  at 
an  events,  much  more  of  his  time  was  taken 
up;  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  Chairman  of 
wis  Committee  should  get  £100,  while  nothing 


was  voted  lor  the   Chairman  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee. 

Mr.  GILLIES  intended  to  support  the 
honourable  member  for  Motuel»,  and,  as  they 
^re  trying  to  save  expenditure  in  every  direc- 
tion, he  did  not  see  why  they  should  not  begin 
with  thiamselves.  He  though  that  the  office 
of  Chairman  of  any  of  these  Committees  should 
be  looked  upon  as  an  honour,  and  not  have  pay  - 
attached  to  it. 

Mr.  BEVAN  hoped  the  House  would  not 
agree  to  this  proposed  reduction.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Motueka's  protest  against 
this  was  a  decbthbed  repentance.  He  had  seen 
that  honourable  member  at  the  first  meeting 
he  attended,  but  since  then  he  had  been  con- 
spicuous by  his  absence,  and  therefore  was  not 
a  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  question. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  said  that  the  honour- 
able member  was  not  stating  the  fact  when  he 
stated  that  he  (Mr.  Hursthouse)  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  and  was  conspicuous  by  his 
absence.  He  had  never  been  a  member  of  the 
Committee. 

The  Committee  divided.    ^ 


Ates,  19. 

Allwright 

Lake 

Thompson,  T 
Trimble 

Bruce 

Macarthur 

Bryce 

McMillan 

Wilson. 

ConoUy 

Peacock 

Gillies 

Richardson,  G. 

Tellers. 

Hobbs 

RoUeston 

Hursthouse 

Johnston 

Russell 
Noes,  28. 

Newman.. 

Beetham 

Joyce 

Shephard 

B.-Bradshaw 

Lance 

Smith 

Cadman 

Lamach 

Stout 

Cowan 

Locke 

Tole 

Dodson 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Tumbull 

Duncan 

Menteath 

Vogel. 

Fraser 

Pearson 

Harper 

Richardson,  E 

Tellers. 

Hatch 

Ross 

Bevan 

Hirst,  H. 

Seddon 

O'Conor. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against. 

Atkinson  Walker 

Buchanan.  McKenzie,  J. 

Majority  against,  9. 
Mr.  Hursthouse*s  amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  HOBBS  moved.  That  the  amount  be 
reduced  by  £50,  so  that  £50  of  the  amount 
could  be  given  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Committee. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Mr.  LAKE  moved,  That  the  item,  '*  Librarian 
(additional),  £25,"   be   struck  out;   and  also 
"Assistant  Librarian  (additional),  £20."  These 
increases  w^ce  refused  by  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  JOYCE  hoped  the  Committee  would 
allow  these  items  to  remain.  Every  honourable 
member  knew  that  the  Librarian  was  a  highly- 
accomplished  scholar,  a  man  of  high  attain- 
ments, ^d  his  salary  was  not  at  all  adequate 
to  the  position  he  held.    Honourable  membera 


.  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


422 


Supply. 


[HOUSE.] 


Supply. 


[Nov.  5 


were  under  deep  obligations  to  these  officers, 
whose  work  did  not  end  with  the  session.  In 
this  matter  the  Library  Committee  were  no 
better  judges  than  members  of  the  House  as 
a  body.  • 

l7he  Committee  divided. 

'Ayes,  16. 


ConoUy 

BoUeston 

Trimble 

Podson 

Bussell 

Tombull. 

GilUes 

Shephard 

TelUrs, 

Hatch 

Steward.  W.  J 

.  Holmes 

Hobbs 

Thompson,  T. 

Lake. 

Lance 

Noes.  80. 

Beetham 

Locke 

Seddoh 

Bevan 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Smith 

B.-Bradshaw 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stout 

Cadman 

Menteath 

Tole 

Cowan 

Moss 

Vogel 

Duncan 

Newman 

Walker 

Fraser 

Peacock 

Wilson. 

Harper 

Pyke 

Tellers. 

Hirst,  H. 

Bichardson,  E 

Jx)yce 

Johnston 

Bichardson,  G 

Maoarthur. 

Lamach 

Majority  against,  15. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Librarian  (sbdditional),  £25,  agreed  to. 

Assistant-Librarian  (additional),  £20,  agreed 
to. 

Second  Assistant  in  Library  (additional),  £20» 
agreed  to. 

Custodian  (additional),  £50. 

Mr.  HOLMES  protested  against  this  in- 
crease. The  Customan  already  received  £250 
per  annum,  and  a  house  worth  another  £50, 
amounting  in  all  to  £800.  The  gentleman  who 
was  Librarian  was  supposed  to  be  a  man  oi 
considerable  education  and  acquirements,  and 
he  received  only  £800.  The  person  who  occupied 
the  position  of  caretaker  would  in  England 
receive  about  from  £70  to  £100  a  year.  Here 
he  received  £250  a  year  and  £50  for  a  house. 
He  trusted  the  proposed  increase  would  be 
struck  out,  and  begged  to  move  an  amendment 
to  that  effect. 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWABD  understood  that  gas 
and  coal  were  also  supplied. 

Mr.  SEDDON  could  assure  the  Committee 
that  the  institution  which  the  Custodian  man- 
aged was  a  paying  one,  and  it  was  managed 
most  economically.  He  could  also  assure  the 
honourable  member  for  Christchuroh  South 
that  a  man  of  the  Custodian's  capabilities  was 
worth  £500  a  year  in  London.  He  (Mr.  Seddon) 
could  not  see  why  exception  should  be  taken 
to  this  item. 

The  Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  21. 

Bruce 

Macarthur' 

Thofaipson,  T 

Duncan 

BoUeston 

Tole 

Fraser 

Boss 

Trimble 

Fulton 

Bussell 

Walker 

OiUies 

Shephard 

TelUrs. 

Harper 

Steward,  W.  J.  Hatch 

Holmes 

Stout 

Pearson* 

Xake 

Mr»Joyc$ 


Beetham 

Bevan 

B.-Bradshaw 

Conolly 

Cowan 

Dods<m 

Hirst 

Johnston 


Noes,  28. 
Joyce 
.Lance 
Lamach 
Levestam 
Mackenzie,  M. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Menteath 
Moss 


Newman 
Bichardson,  £. 
Smith 
Vogel 
Wilson. 

TeUen. 
Hobbs 
Seddon. 


Majority  against,  2. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  HOLMES  moved,  That  the  item  be  re- 
duced by  £25.  Only  £25  additional  was  voted 
for  the  Librariaji,  and  no  larger  sum  should 
be  voted  for  the  Custodian. 

The' Committee  divided. 


Ayes,  29. 

Bruce 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Shephard 

Duncan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stewart,  W.  D. 

Fraser 

McMillan 

Stout 

Fulton 

Menteath 

Thompson,  T. 

Gillies 

0*Conor 

Tole 

Harper 

Peacock 

Trimble 

Hirst,  H. 

Pearson 

Walker. 

Lake 

BoUeston 

Tellen. 

Levestam 

Boss 

Hatch 

Macarthur 

Bussell 
Noes,  19. 

Holmes. 

Beetham    • 

Joyce 

Seddon 

Bevan 

Laiice 

Vogel 

B.-Bradshaw 

Lamach 

Wilson. 

Conolly 

Locke 

Cowan 

Newman 

TeUen. 

Dodson 

Pyke 

Hobbs 

Johnston 

Bichardson,  E 

.Mobs. 

Majority  for,  10. 

Item  reduced. 

Vote,  as  reduced  to  £744,  agreed  to.                  ^ 
Class  II. — Colonial  SECRETAnY.             < 

Electoral  Department,  £125,  agreed  to. 

Stock  Branch,  £500. 

Mr.  DODSON  moved.  That  the  item  Be  strack 
out.  This  sum  was  proposed  by  the  Waste 
Ltmds  Conmiittee  to  be  given  to  Captain  Bay- 
mond  in  recognition  of  his  services  connected 
with  phosphorized  oats  as  a  rabbit-poison.  He 
believed  that,  if  the  Committee  had  had  all  the 
information  before  it,  they  would  have  voted 
against  it.  To  his  mind.  Captain  Baymond 
had  no  claim  whatever  on  this  account. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  this  was  recommended 
by  the  Committee,  but  the  Government  did  not 
feel  bound  to  suj^rt  it. 

Mr.  J.  McEENZIE  said  it  would  be  an  in- 
justice to  throw  out  this  item.  Captain  Bay- 
mond was  the  first  to  bring  phosphorized  oatB 
into  use  as  a  poison,  although  it  might  have 
been  known  to  scientific  men  before.  Hnn- 
dreds  of  thousands  of  acres  which  were  profit- 
ably occupied  by  sheep  would  have  been  per^ 
fectly  useless  but  for  this  discovery.  It  ww 
people  in  the  country  who  had  seen  the  bene- 
fits conferred  by  it  who  felt  that  some  rewaid 
ought  to  be  given  for  the  discovery,  and  he 
maintained  that   the  Government  oaghl  to 
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have  offered  a  much  larger  reward  for  it.  All 
the '  eyidence  which  had  been  taken  bj  the 
CoDumttee  showed  that  this  phosphorized  oats 
USA  the  best  remedy  that  had  yet  been  dis- 
covered for  the  extinction  of  this  pest,  and 
discoverers  of  such  things  ought  to  be  rewarded 
80  as  to  encoarage  others. 

Mr.  COWAN  hoped  the  Committee  would 
retain  the  item.  Any  man  who  had  known  the 
state  of  the  country  for  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years  must  feel  that  such  a  cheap  way  of  apply- 
ing phosphorus  to  oats  as  this  gentleman  had 
di«»vered  should  be  rewarded  in  the  highest 
manner. 

Mr.  FULTON,  as  Chairman  of  the  Waste 
Lands  Conmiittee,  which  had  inquired  into  the 
isatter,  thought  it  only  fair  to  Captain  Ray- 
mond to  say  that  he  did  not  claim  to  be  the 
discoverer  of  phosphorized  oats,  but  he  did 
claim  to  having  brought  it  into  cheap  use. 
Those  who  were  acquainted  with  the  part^  of 
the  country  where  the  rabbit  nuisance  existed 
to  an  enormous  extent  all  acknowledged  that 
some  recognition  should  be  given  to  Captain 
Baymond  for  his  discovery. 

Mr.  DODSON  said  that  Captain  Raymond 
acknowledged  that  he  first  began  with  an 
American  recipe,  and  then  he  went  on  inaking 
experiments  as  any  other  person  might  have 
done.  He  believed  that  this  remedy  had 
already  been  used  in  Victoria  before  Captain 
Baymond  brought  it  into  use  in  New  Zealand. 

Mr.  GILLIES  could  bear  testimony  to  the 
&ct  that  this  had  been  a  most  valuable  dis- 
covery, and  he  ventured  to  say  this  gentleman 
had  done  more  for  the  good  of  New  Zealand 
than  any  other  person  that  he  knew. 

Mr.  SMITH  might  say  that  evidence  had 
been  adduced  before  the  Select  Committee 
which  inquired  into  the  subject  that  this  gentle- 
man had  done  great  good  in  showing  how  to 
clear  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  of  the 
rabbit  pest,  and  that  he  was  certainly  entitled 
to  the  reward. 

The  Comznittee  divided. 


Ayes,  24. 

Beeiham 

Hobbs 

Rolloston 

Brace 

Johnston 

Smith 

Cadman 

Joyce 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Cowan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Stout 

i'raser 

Peacock 

Vogel. 

Fulton 

Pearson 

Tellers, 

GilUea 

Bichatdson,  E 

.  Duncan 

Hatch 

Richardson,  G.  Bhrimski. 

Hizst,H. 

Noes,  23. 

AUwright 

Macarthur 

Thompson,  T. 

Bevan 

Mackenzie,  M 

Trimble 

ConoUy 

McMillan 

Walker 

Harper 

.   Menteath 

White,  W. 

Holmes 

Ross 

Wilson. 

Hursthoose 

Russell 

Tellers. 

Lake 

Seddon 

Dodson 

Lance 

Shephard 

0 'Conor. 

Majority  for,  ] 

L. 

Vote,  £500.  retained. 

Miscellaneous,  £2,794. 

• 

Mr.  HOTjMJSS  asked  for  an 

explanation  with 

regard  to  the  item  of  £894  paid  by  the  Agent- 
General  to  Sir  Edward  Reed  for  a  report  iii 
connection  with  the  direct  steam  service.  He 
thought  the  duty  of  the  Agent-General  was  to 
make  the  report  himself,  and  that  he  was  pot 
authorized  to  employ  a  special  person  at  such 
an  extravagant  amount  as  this. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  was  not  in  a  position  to  judge 
of  the  expediency  of  the  payment  which  had 
been  made  on  the  responsibility  of  the  Agent- 
General.  If  the  amount  had  been  on  the  books 
of  the  colony  it  would  have  appeared  in  the 
unauthorized  expenditure.  He  would  read  a 
letter  from  the  Agent-General,  which  would 
best  explain  the*macter.  (Letter  read.)  It  waa 
really  more  a  question  for  the  members  of  the 
late  Grovemment  to  answer,  and  it  would  be 
more  competent  for  them  to  express  an  opinion 
— if  an  opinion  was  necessary — ^beyond  the  ex- 
planation afforded  in  that  letter.  At  any  rate, 
the  money  had  been  paid,  and  he  did  not  see 
any  other  course  but  to  vote  it. 

Mr.  HOLMES  wished  to  know  if  the  Com- 
mittee were  to  understand  that,  if  officers  of 
the  Government  incurred  expense,  the  Govern- 
ment would  afterwards  tell  the  House  that 
there  was  no  other  course  but  to  vote  the 
money.  He  moved,  That  the  item  be  struck 
out. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  wished  to  have  some  ex- 
planation as  to  the  meaning  of  the  item,, 
"  Grant  in  aid  of  fire  brigades'  annual  demon- 
stration, £250." 

Mr.  STOUT  said  that  this  amount  was  to 
pay  the  passages  of  members  of  fire  brigades  to 
attend  public  competitions,  and  to  give  money 
prizes.  The  colony  spent  a  good  deal  of  money 
on  rifle-shooting,  and  he  considered  that  fire 
brigades  were  of  as  much  service  to  the  colony 
as  the  Volunteers. 

jVIr.  ROLLESTON  vrished  to  know  what  was 
the  character  of  the  demonstration. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  it  was  an  annual  competi- 
tion, and  members  of  fire  brigades  in  Victoria 
came  and  took  part  in  this  competition. 

Mr.  PEARSON  wished  to  have  some  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  the  item,  "  Industrial 
Exhibition,  £1,000." 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  had  already  explained,  in  the 
Financial  Statement,  that  it  was  proposed  to 
hold  an  Industrial  Exhibition  next  year  in  Wel- 
lington, about  the  time  of  the  session,  and  thia 
amount  was  to  go  towards  the  payident  of 
the  expenses.  It  was  sufficient  up  to  March 
next ;  but  more  might  be  required.  It  was  be- 
lieved that  some  part  of  the  expenditure  might 
be  recouped.  He  thought  honourable  members 
generally  approved  of  the  proposal. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  thought  they  should  pass  the 
item  for  the  report  on  the  direct  steam  service^ 
as  he  thought  it  was.cfi  most  valuable  report. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  considered  the  report  one 
of  very  great  value,  not  only  for  the  present  but 
for  the  future.  No  •doubt  the  Agent-General 
had  taken  a  responsibility  upon  himself  with 
regard  to  it,  but  he  thought  the  value  of  the 
report  justified  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  HOLMES  thought  the  Agent-General 
I  should  have  made  this  report  himself.  . 
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Amendment  negatived. 
Vote,  £2,794,  agreed  to. 

Class  m.—CoLONiAii  Treasureb. 
Miscellaneous,  £1,045,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Minister  op  Justice. 

Bankruptcy,  £1,085. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  moved.  That  the 
item,  "Cleik,  Auckland  (additional),  £30,"  be 
struck  out. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote,  £1,085,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Minister  of  Justice. 
District,  Resident  Magistrates',  and  Wardens* 
Courts,  £320,  agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous,  £84,  agreed  to. 

Class  V. — Postmaster-General  and  Com- 
missioner OF  Telegraphs. 

Chief  of6lces  and  sub-offices,  £1,080,  agreed 
to. 

Conveyance  of  mails  by  sea,  £2,400. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  moved,  That  the  item, 
*•  New  Zealand  and  Pacific  Islands,  £1,600,"  be 
omitted.  It  would  seem  that  the  House  was 
asked  to  assist  a  commercial  enterprise. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  there  were  various  pla*ces 
at  which  the  steamers  would  call,  and  this  ser- 
vice would  lead  to  commercial  relations  be- 
tween New  Zealand  and  the  islands.  If  they 
desired  to  connect  New  Zealand  permanently 
with  the  groups  of  Sahioa  and  Tonga  they 
must  set  about  increasing  their  commercial  re- 
lations. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  thought  the  arguments  of 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  showed  that  the  House 
ought  not  to  pass  this  vote.  The  honourable 
gentleman  said  he  believed  there  was  some' 
commercial  enterprise  left  in  the  country. 
So  did  he  (Mr.  ConoUy);  but,  if  they  gave  a 
monopoly  to  one  '  particular  company,  that 
would  result  in  crushing  enterprise.  He  in- 
stanced the  case  of  the  direct  steam  service, 
for  which  the  House  had  been  asked  to  vote 
a  subsidy  of  £40,000.  It  refused  to  grant  that 
sum,  reducing  the  amount  to  £20,000.  It  was 
said  that  they  would  never  get  a  steam  service 
under  those  conditions;  but  within  two-yecurs 
they  had  a  steam  service  much  better  than 
they  expected  to  get,  and  that  without  any 
subsidy  at  all. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  the  cost  of  the  service  to 
America  was  really  only  about  £6,000  a  year, 
and  yet  it  was  proposed  to  incur  a  cost  of 
£5,000  a  year  to  run  a  mail  to  the  islands 
of  Tahiti  and  Tpnga.  The  whole  of  the  trade 
between  New  Zealand  and  these  places,  even 
supposing  we  got  the  whole  of  it,  which  was 
not  likely,  seeing  that  we  had  to  compete  with 
the  richer  merchants  of  Australia,  would  not 
yield  a  profit  exceeding  £5,000  a  year.  To 
suppose  that  we  should  get  great  advantage 
from  this  mail  service  was  purely  chimerical. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  could  see  a  considerable  dis- 
tinction between  this  vote  and  what  was  asked 
ior  in  the  Bill  referred  to  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine.    It  was,  in  his  opinion, 


a  wise  thing  to  open  up  communication  be> 
tween  New  Zealand  and  these  islands,  and  ho 
could  not  but  approve  of  the  proposed  anange- 
ment,  especially  seeing  that  it  could  be  termi- 
nated at  six  months'  notice. 

Mr.  GILLIES  would  give  this  proposal  his 
cordial  support,  though  he  thought  the  amount 
rather  large.  He  should  like  to  know  if  Fiji 
and  New  Caledonia  should  not  be  included. 

Mr.  HOBBS  expressed  a  hope  that  this  ser- 
vice would  not  interfere'  with  steamers  vhieh 
at  present  coaled  and  took  in  cargoes  of  cattle 
for  the  islands  at  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  that  there  was  no  reason 
for  thinking  tlmt  there  would  be  interference 
with  steamers  already  in  the  trade.  Tendfirs 
would  be  invited  for  the  performance  of  the 
service,  and,  if  the  steamers  trading  from  the 
Bay  of  Islands  were  suitable,  they  would  have 
an  equal  chance  with  the  others.  As  to  the 
opposition  to  the  vote,  he  would  merely  remark 
that  it  was  a  question  as  to  the  desirability  of 
increasing  the  trade  of  New  Zealand.  If  these 
islands  were  as  valuable  as  they  were  supposed' 
to  be  by  many  nations,  was  it  wise  for  Nenr 
Zealand  to  know  nothing  of  them  ?  That  was 
really  the  question.  A  trade  between  Nevr 
South  Wales  and  the  Fijis  had  been  esta- 
blished principally  by  the  agency  of  a  steam 
service,  and  he  did  not  see  why  a  similar  result 
should  not  follow  in  this  instance.  He  was 
sure  the  country  generally  would  support  the 
proposal. 

The  Committee  divided  on  Mr.  Rolleston's 
amendment. 


Allwright 

Bjeetham 

Bevan 

Bruce 

Duncan 

Hatch 

Hirst,  H. 

Holmes 


Cadman 

Dodson 

Gillies 

Hobbs 

Joyce 

Lieijice 

Lamach 

McKenzie,  J. 

Newman 


Ayes,  23. 
Hursthouse 
Johnston 
Lake 
Levestam 
Macarthur 
McMillan 
Richardson,  G. 
RoUeston 

Noes,  25. 
0*Conor 
Peacock 
Pearson      * 
Pyke 

Richardson,  E. 
Seddon 
Shephard 
€mith 
Steward,  W.  J. 


Ross 
Russell 
Trimble 
White,  W. 
Wilson. 

Tellers, 
Conolly 
Fulton. 


Stout 

Thomson,  T. 
Tole 
Vogel 
Walker. 

TeUen. 
Fraser 
Moat. 


Pair. 
For.  Against.    - 

Moss.  Barron. 

Majority  against,  2. 
Item  retained. 
Vote,  £2,400,  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. — Commissionbb  of  Trade  asd 

Customs. 
Marine  and  Harbours,  £268,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous,  £5,939. 
Mr.  PEARSON  wished  for  an  explanatioii  o€ 
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the  amoant    "'8.b.    ^Hinemoa'    (additional), 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  the  additional  sum 
ms  found  necessary  to  keep  the  '*Hinemoa" 
in  commission. 

Vote,  £5,939,  agreed  to. 

Class  Vn.— Commissioneb  op  Stamps. 
Miscellaneous,  £5,  agreed  to. 

Class  VIII. — Ministee  op  Education. 

Head  Office,  £40,  agreed  to. 

Public  schools,  £11,640. 

Mr.  PEAKSON  wished  to  know  the  meaning 
of  the  item,  "  Westland  District,  £2,350." 

Mr.  STOUT  was  sorry  to  say  it  was  money 
owing  by  the  late  Wectland  Education  Board. 

Mr.  PEARSON  inquired  whether  liabilities 
of  other  districts  would  be  taken  over  if  they 
ran  into  debt. 

Mr.  STOUT  did  not  see  how  the  case  could 
be  met  in  any  other  way.  If  the  grant  to  the 
district  were  reduced,  it  would  mean  that  the 
■small  schools  would  be  shut  up. 

Mr.  HOLMES  thought  the  bank  should  be 
left  to  hold  the  members  of  the  Board  to  which, 
the  money  had  been  advanced  personally  liable. 

Mr.  HOBBS  suggested  that  the  Government 
should  consider  the  possibility  of  prosecuting 
the  late  Chairman  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  GILLIES  considered  that  the  effect  of 
taking  over  these  liabilities  would  be  demoral- 
izing to  all  the  Education  Boards. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  inquired  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  take  over  the  liabilities  of 
other  Boards  if  they  got  into  debt  in  the  same 
manner. 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that  the  Board  had  been 
Abolished  in  1882.  That,  he  thought,  should 
not  have  been  done,  but  the  Board  ^ould  haVe 
been  left  to  get'  out  of  its  difficulties  without  the 
interference  of  the  Government.  The  Board 
having  been  abolished,  there  was  no  other  way 
out  of  the  difficulty. 

Vote,  £11,640,  agreed  to. 

Higher  education,  £700. 

Mr.  J.  McKENZIE  would  like  the  assurance 
of  the  Minister,  befoie  the  vote  was  passed, 
that  the  Waitaki  High  School  should  be  made 
•available^for  the  children  of  tradesmen  and  mer- 
■chants  in  the  Town  of  Oamaru.  At  present 
the  school  was  only  a  class  school. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  this  was  the  only  high  school 
that  had  not  got  a  penny  of  aid  in  stalling. 
He  only  proposed  the  grant  for  one  year,  so  as 
to  enable  it  to  undertake  the  work  of  a  district 
high  school. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  a  promise  of  reduction 
had  been  made,  but  the  cost  of  education  had 
not  been  reduced. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  gentleman's 
statement  was  wrong.  This  vote  last  year  was 
£4,150,  and  this  year  it  was  £2,600. 

The  Committee  divided    on    the   question, 
•^  That  the  item  be  retained." 
Ates,  32. 
Beetham  Cadman  Gillies 

Bevan  Eraser  Hamlin 

B..Biad8ha.w     Eulkui  Hatch 


Hobbs 

Joyce 

Lake 

Lance 

Lamach 

Levestam 

Mackenzie,  M. 

Moat 


Newman 

O'Conor 

Peacock 

Bichardson,  E. 

RoUeston 

Boss 

Seddon 

Shephard 


Stout 

Thompson*  T. 
Tole 
Trimble 
Walker. 

Tellers, 
McEenzie,  J, 
Shrimski. 


Noes,  13. 
AUwright  Holmes  White,  W. 

Bruce  Hursthouse 

OonoUy  Macarthur  TeUers. 

Duncan  McMillan  Pearson 

Hirst,  H.  Bussell  Wilson. 

Majority  for,  19. 
Item  retained. 

Class  IX. — ^Ministeb  op  Native  Appaibs. 
Miscellaneous,  £300,. agreed  to. 

Class  X. — Ministeb  op  Monss. 
Miscellaneous,  £2,500,  agreed  to. 

Class  XI. — Ministeb  pob  Public  Wobks. 
Working  railways,  £2,645,  agreed  to. 
Government  domains— Auckland  (additional), 
£125,  agreed  to. 
Public  buildings,  £7,008,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous,  £1,000,  ageeed  to. 

OlaSs  Xn. — Ministeb  op  Defence. 
Militia  and  Volunteers,  £1,504,  agreed  to. 
Stores  and  magazines,  £187,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous,  £348,  agreed  to. 

Class  XIII. — Ministeb  op  Lands  and  Mines. 
Crown  Lands  Department,  £245,  agreed  to. 
Miscellaneous,  £2,267,  agreed  to. 
Survey  Department,  £3,000,  agreed  to. 

Govebnvent  Insxtbancb  Dbpabtment. 
Vote,  £28,190,  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WORKS  FUND. 
Class  I. — Immigbation. 
Matron  (additional),  £25,  agreed  to. 

Class  II. — Public  Wobks,  Depabtueitcai^. 
Vote,  £150,  agreed  to. 

Class  m. — Ministeb  pob  Public  Wobks. 
New  works— Construction  and  land,  £10,000. 
Mr.  SHBIMSKI  moved,  That  the  vote  be 
struck  out. 
Progress  was  reported. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  post 
four  o'clock  ajn. 
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LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL, 
Thursday,  6th  November,  1884. 


First  Beadinga— Second  Bea4iiig— Third  Beading- 
Native  Land  Alienation  Bestriction  Bill  —  West 
Coast  Settlement  Beserves  Bill  — Native  Land 
.  Alienation  Bestriction  Bill— Westland  Education 
District  Subdivision  Bill  —  Trade  with  India- 
Native  Land  Alienation  Bestriction  Bill  — Wa- 
nganui  Harbour  Board  Empowering  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  tyro  o'clock. 

Paaybbs. 

FIRST  READINGS. 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill,  Railways 
Autiiorization  Bill. 

SECOND  READING. 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill. 

THIRD  READING. 
Land  BiU. 

NATIVE  LAND  ALIENATION  RESTRIC- 
TION BILL. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCK- 
LEY, it  was  resolved,  That  Wahanui  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  Council. 

WEST  COAST  SETTLEMENT  RESERVES 
BILL. 
On  the  motion,  That  this  Bill  be  committed, 
The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  said  this 
was  about  the  worst  Bill  he  had  seen,  and  he 
coidd  not  understand  how  it  had  been  brought 
before  Parliament  at  all.  It  was  proposed  to 
deal  with  Native  lands  in  a  way  in  which  they 
would  not  attempt  to  deal  with  the  lands  -of 
Europeans.  The  person  who  drafted  this  Bill 
was  ihe  person  who  would  have  to  administer 
it.  He  objected  strongly  to  the  extension  of 
the  leases  to  thirty  years.  When  he  had 
spoken  to  the  Premier  about  this  Bill,  the 
^emier  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  leases 
bemg  made  for  twenty-one  years,  which  was 
the  ordinary  period  of  leases  in  the  colony. 
He  (Captain  Eraser)  trusted  that  when  the 
Bill  got  into  Committee  they  would  alter  the 
word  "  thirty  "  to  **  twenty-one."  He  believed 
the  Bill  had  not  been  submitted  to  the  Cabi- 
net, and  in  Committee  he  would  try  to  get  it 
altered. 

.The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND  thought 
that  the  £[on.  Captain  Eraser  had  spoken  with- 
out authority.  There  was  no  evidence  what- 
ever as  to  who  had  drafted  the  Bill,  or  who 
was  going  to  administer  it.  It  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  appoint  any  one ; 
cuid,  if  the  West  Coast  Trustee  were  appointed, 
he  would  be 'Supported  and  held  in  hand  by 
several  high  officers  of  the  Government  —  the 
Public  Trustee  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
among  the  rest.  The  reason  why  the  period 
of  thirty  years  had  been  fixed  for  leases  by  the 
Committee  instead  of  twenty-one  was,  that  the 
property  affected  was  chiefly  forest  land,  and, 
unless  a  longer  term  was  given  than  for  open 
lajids  that  were  ready  for  cultivation,  favour- 
«ble  terms  could  not  be  commanded. 


The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL  thought  that  the 
objection  raised  by  the  Hon.  Captain  Ftuer 
had  been  completely  answered  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Richmond.  It  was  extremely  inooai> 
venient  to  have  to  lease  forest  lands  for  a  shoEi 
period. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  said  there  was  no 
doubt  the  Bill  granted  terrible  powers  to  cer- 
tain people ;  but  it  was  a  case  in  which  he  be- 
lieved people  would  have  to  be  trusted  with 
powers,  and,  if  they  abused  them,  then  their 
action  would  call  for  the  repeal  of  the  BilL 
Very  large  powers  had  been  given  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fox,  who  had  exercised  them  with  credit 
to  himself  and  with  good  results  to  the  countiT. 
It  was  to  be  hoped  that  similar  results  would 
follow  here. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  would  like  to. 
hear  some  reason  to  show  that  these  extensive 
powers  were  absolutely  necessary.  In  this  case 
the  Hon.  Mr.  McLean  overlooked  the  fact  that 
the  evil  would  be  done  before  the  remedy  could 
be  applied,  and  that  it  was  of  no  use  with-^ 
drawing  the  powers  after  they  had  been  exer- 
cised. He  should  have  preferred  to  see  the  Bill 
held  over.  The  comparison  that  had  been 
made  of  the  proposed  powers  with  those  given 
to  Sir  William  Fox  was  not  at  all  to  the  poinL. 
Sir  William  Fox  had  to  undertake  certain  work 
that  required  dictatorial  powers ;  but  these  lands 
had  all  been  taken  previously,  and  there  wa» 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  dealing  with  thenu 
He  could  not  see  why  they  should  not  be  dealt 
with  in  accordance  with  wiser,  broader,  and 
more  suitable  provisions  than  were  contained 
in  this  BUI. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

IN  COMMITTEE.   ' 

Clause  7. — Agricultural  leases  may  be  granted 
for  thirty  years. 

The  Hon.  Captain  ERASER  moved,  Thai 
the  word  "  thirty "  be  erased,  and  "  twenty- 
one"  inserted. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  word  'thirty'  stand  part  of  the 
clause." 

Ayes,  21. 
Acland  Henderson         Pollen 

Bonar  Johnson,  G.  R.  Reeves 

Brandon  Johnston,  J.       Reynolds 

Buckley,  G.       Lahmann  Richmond,  J.  G^ 


Buckley,  P.  A.  Mantel! 
Dignan ,  Peacock 

^race  Peter 


Waterhouse 

Wigley 

Williamson. 


Noes,  8. 
Bamiooat  Hart  Scotland 

Chamberlin  Kohere  Wilson. 

Frasez  Pharazyn 

Majority  for,  18. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Clause  18. — ^Powers  enlarged  for  determining 
as  to  succession  to  deceased  Natives,  &o. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  moved,  That  the 
clause  be  erased. 

The   Committee   divided   on   the  question^, 
**  That  the  clause  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 
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Ayes,  16. 
Adand  •  Chamberlin       Peter 

Bamiooat  Dignan  Beeves 

Bonar  LaSunann  Reynolds 

Biandon  Mantell  Richmond,  J.G. 

Buckley,  G.       Peacock  Wigley. 

Backley,  P.  A. 

Noes,  13. 
Fraser  Kohere  Scotland 

Grace  McLean  Waterhouse 

Hart  Pharazyn  Williamson 

Johnson,  G.  R.  Pollen  Wilson. 

Johnston,  J. 

Majority  for,  3. 

Glanse  retained. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN  moved,  That  the 
following  new  clause  he  inserted : — 

**  This  Act  shall  remain  in  force  until  the  last 
day  of  the  session  of  Parliament  of  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  no 


Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  4. 
Fraser 
Molioan 


Williamsdn 
Wilson. 


Noes,  17. 
Acland  Henderson         Peter 

Bamicoat  Johnson,  G.  R.  Reeves 

Bonar  Kohere  Reynolds 

Buckley,  G.       Lahmann  Richmond,  J.  C. 

Backley,  P.  A.  Mantell  Waterhouse. 

Dignan  Peacock 

Majority  against,  13. 

Clause  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  question,  That  the  Bill  do_pas3. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN  said,— I  take  this 
opportunity  of  recording  my  protest,  in  the 
staongest  manner  in  which  I  can  make  it, 
against  the  alteration  which  is  made  in  the 
law  dealing  with  the  interests  of  the  property 
of  the  Natives  on  the  West  Coast. 

Bill  passed. 

NATIVE  LAND  ALIENATION  RESTRIC- 
TION BILL. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  informed  the  chief, 
Te  Wahanui,  that  the  Council  had  oonsented 
to  his  delivering  an  address  from  the  bar  of 
the  Council  on  the  subject  of  this  Bill. 

Mr.  Ts  Wahanui.  —  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
to  salute  you  and  the  honourable  members  of 
this  Chamber.  I  have  wished  to  be  able  to 
explain  before  this  Chamber  the  desires  of  my 
people.  I  have  already  had  an  opportunity  of 
addressing  the  other  Chamber  on  the  subject 
of  these  desires  of  my  people.  The  first,  the 
pimcipal,  object  that  I  have  in  view  is  that  I 
ahoola  have  the  full  control  and  power  over 
my  own  lands,  subject  to  the  authority  of  His 
SzceUency  the  Governor.  These  lands,  so  far, 
have  not  been  touched  by  the  hands  of  Euro- 
peans. I  have  been  here  some  time,  and  I  have 
■sen  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Government. 
I  saw  that  there  were  a  great  number  of  teeth 
is  that  Bill.    The  whole  body  was  covered  with 


teeth,  and  it  also  had  a  tail  with  a  sting  in  the 
end.  After  I  had  an  opportunity  of  addressing 
the  other  Chamber,  I  found  that  the  Govern- - 
ment  had  made  improvements  in  it.  They 
drew  the  teeth  of  that  Bill,  with  the  exception ' 
of  one,  which  now  remains  in  it.  I  have  a 
strong  objection  to  that  tooth  which  now  re- 
mains, and  I  beseech  this  House  not  to  give 
rwer  to  that  clause  as  it  stands.  And  now 
request  that  the  Court  may  not  have  juris- 
diction over  the  districts  referred  to  for  the 
present.  I  do  not  say  always,  but  for  the  pre- 
sent, so  that  we  may  have  time  to  consult  with 
the  Government  and  to  make  satisfactory  ar-- 
rangements ;  and,  when  the  law  is  agreed  to, 
then  we  can  discuss  the  prospects  for  the  future. 
I  do  not  wish  to  oppose  the  Government,  but  I 
wish  to  work  together  with  them,  in  order  that 
we  may  arrange  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  that . 
district.  That  is  the  first  objection  which  I 
have.  Secondly,  I  should  wish  that  my  Com- 
mittee—that is,  the  Native  Committee — should 
be  empowered,  so  that  all  dealings  and  trans-  - 
actions  within  that  proclaimed  district  should 
be  left  in  the  hands  of  that  Committee.  But  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  I  see  that  the  Government 
have  been  more  inclined  to  deal  favourably 
with  us.  I  make  thi^  request  now,  in  order 
that  we  may  not  get  into  a  muddle  hereafter, 
and  be  made  a  laughing-stock  to  all  the  other 
colonies  and  people.  I  have  always  considered 
that  this  Assembly  should  be  regarded  as  sacred, , 
and  that  its  work  should  be  sacred,  and  should 
be  carried  out  with  truth  and  equity.  Thirdly, 
I  wish  to  see  laws  carefully  framed  for  the 
protection  of  both  races,  and  that  the  Natives 
may  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  Europeans,, 
in  order  that  they  may  live  amicably  together 
in  the  future.  I  have  nothing  further  to  say, 
except  to  thank  you  for  allowing  me  to  come 
here,  and  to  wish  you  prosperity  for  tiiie  future, 
and  that  you  niay  long  remain  here  to  deal 
with  the  laws  in  a  just  and  true  spirit. 

WESTLAND  EDUCATION  DISTRICT 
SUBDIVISION  BILL. 

On  the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  com- 
mitted. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said,— I  should  like 
to  ask  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  proceed  with  the  Bill  as  originally 
drawn,  or  whether  they  will  be  prepared  to 
accept  the  alterations  made  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee. * 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Govern- 
ment submit  their  Bill  to  the  Committee,  and  if 
the  Committee  choose  to  amend  it  the  Govern- 
ment will  submit. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  :^ONAR.— I  trust  the  (Govern- 
ment will  give  a  very  decided  answer  to  the. 
question.  It  appears  a  monstrous  proposition 
that  the  Council  should  be  asked  by  the  Select 
Committee  to  reverse  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Council  for  the  last  year.  It  was  decided  that- 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  there  should 
]}Q  a  subdivision  of  the  district,  and  legislation 
was  carried  to  effect  that;  but,  owing  to  tha 
action  of  the  Board,  that  legislation  has  beenj 
inoperative.    The  whole  of  the  elections  were 
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in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and, 
unless  the  Government  would  submit  to  black- 
; mailing  and  pa^  the  whole  of  the  Board's  lia- 
bilities, the  Board  refused  to  carry  jout  the 
wishes  of  the  Legislature.  The  Government, 
very  properly,  would  not  submit  to  that,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  the  wishes  of  the 
Legislature  were  not  carried  out.  All  that  is 
asked  by  the  present  Bill  is  to  give  effect  to 
what  is  a  decision  deliberately  arrived  at  by 
'Parliament  last  year.  The  Select  Committee's 
report  is  opposed  to  that,  and  proposes  to  re- 
peal the  action  of  last  year,  and  to  say  that 
there  shall  be  no  subdivision  of  the  district, 
•and  that  the  administration  shall  not  be  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  people.  The  mistsbkes  have 
been  made  by  a  part  of  one  section  of  the  com- 
munity. The  people  are  perfectly  capable  of 
managing  their  own  affairs,  and  I  think  the 
Council  ought  not  to  endeavour  to  take  from, 
the  people  the  power  given  by  Parliament  to 
them.  I  think  the  management  of  the  edu- 
cational affairs  of  the  district  should  not  be 
put  in  the  hands  of  Commissioners.  There 
have  been  difficulties  ip  the  past,  and  the  solu- 
tion of  them  which  the  Legislature  decided 
upon  was  the  subdivision  of  the  district ;  and 
the  proposal  to  reimite  the  districts  is  contrary 
to  the  previous  decision  of  Parliament'. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— The  Govern- 
ment are  satisfied  with  the  Bill  as  carried  by 
the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature,  and  have 
iio  desire  to  alter  it ;  but,  if  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  alter  it,  the  Government  will  submit. 
The  Government  must  accept  the  Bill,  for  the 
whole  of  the  education  on  the  West  Coast  would 
be  stopped  if  the  Bill  were  thrown  out.  It  would 
be  rather  out  of  place  for  the  Government  to 
repudiate  their  own  measure  ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment desire  to  act  fairly,  and  will  leave  it 
entirely  with  the  Council  to  make  such  amend- 
ments as  it  thinks  fit. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— The  Hon.  Mr 
Beynolds  was  a  member  of  the  Coromittee,  and 
^undoubtedly  approved  of  the  report.  I  do  not 
care  whether  an  honourable  member  may  be 
a  Minister  of  the  Crown  or  not,  but  I  should 
think,  when  a  Committee  has  been  unanimous 
in  agreeing  to  a  report,  it  is  hot  creditable  that 
a  member  of  that  Committee  should  get  up  in 
this  Council  and  absolutely  oppose  the  report. 
I  wish  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beynolds  had  had  the 
•  courage  of  his  convictions  in  this  Council  as 
he  hard  in  the  Committee,  and  then  he  would 
save  what  cannot  be  a  very  creditable  discussion. 
Honourable  members  who  represent  this  district 
talk  about  "  mistakes  "  made  by  the  previous 
Board.  "  Mistakes  "  is  not  the  word  to  use. 
I  shall  apply  no  epithets,  but  I  will  tell  the 
Council  what  have  been  the  acts  of  this  Board. 
'The  Education  Act  has  been  in  force  for  seven 
vears,  and  this  is  the  t^nly  Board  which  has 
brought  its  affairs  into  such  a  position  as  this. 
No  honourable  member  is  more  in  favour  of 
local  government  than  I  am.  I  always  look 
upon  it  as  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  prosperity, 
<and  that  it  should  be  encouraged  in  every  way.' 
But  there  must  be  exceptions,  and  I  hope  to  be 
-able  to  show  the  CouncU  that  local  goveznment 
Hon,  Mr,  Bonar 


in  education  is  notpossible  in  that  district,  at 
least  at  present.  There  has  been  such  a  con- 
sistent course  of  wrong  proceedibg  there  that  I 
say  it  is  not  possible  that  educational  affairs  can 
be  properly  conducted  by  any  Board  in  that 
district.  The  history  of  the  Board  is  this :  It 
existed  under  Ihe  old  provincial  system,  and  on 
the  coming  into  force  of  Ihe  present  colonial 
system  in  1877  the  Board  began  somewhat  m 
debt.  They  went  on  in  debt,  and  got  a  subsidy 
of  £2,000  to  relieve  them.  That  amount  rapidly 
disappeared,  and  they  have  been  going  on  con- 
tinually since  getting  into  debt.  And  in  what 
way  were  the  debts  contracted?  The  Board 
used  to  sit  once  at  Hokitika,  and  I  should 
think,  from  the  state  of  things,  it  was  not  satis- 
factorily conducted  there. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.— Yes,  it  was. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Well,  a  debt  was 
created;  and  I  should  say  it  was  not  satis- 
factorily conducted.  Then,  the  northern  part 
of  the  district— the  Greymouth  District— con- 
sidered that  Hokitika  had  had  its' turn,  and 
they  literally  did  this :  They  increased  the 
number  of  schools  so  as  to  increase  the  voting- 
power,  and  quite  unnecessarily,  thus  disaipai- 
ing  the  funds.  T^s  was  done  to  transfer  the 
seat  of  the  Board  to  Greymouth  ;  and  the  result 
is  that  at  present  the  Board  is  £5,000  in  debt, 
contracted  in  a  very  few  years.  It  is  almost 
incredible  that  these  things  should  happen. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  Bonar  says  the  Board  may  hava 
made  "  mistakes."  Well,  I  will  ask  the  Coun- 
cil to  consider  whether  the  things  I  am  going 
to  mention  are  mistakes.  The  initial  mistake 
was,  I  suppose,  that  the  Board  bought,  from  its 
Chairman,  a  leasehold  building  at  Greymouth 
for  £630— a  most  extravagant  price,  for  I  am 
told  it  was  worth  comparatively  very  little. 
That  is  one  thing.  They  also  contrsbcted  with 
another  member  of  the  Board  for  a  quantity 
of  books  to  the  extent  of  £2,000,  the  bulk  of 
which  are  now  in  stock,  and  are  absolutely 
more  than  four  times  what  could  be  ever  re- 
quired. That  is  not  all.  They  spent  £240  a 
year  in  their  departmental  expenses,  although 
the  departmental  expenses  of  one  of  the  richest 
Boards,  that  of  North  Canterbury,  do  not 
amount  to  more  theui  a  quarter  of  that  sum. 
They  ran  into  every  kind  of  debt.  This  £240  is 
largely  n^e  up  of  travelling  expenses.  Then 
is  a  report  by  the  Auditor  showing  that  a  num- 
ber of  items  are  utterly  illegal.  In  the  supple- 
mentary estimates  there  is  a  vote  for — "  BiU  of 
costs,  Arnott  and  Seabrook  v.  Westls^d  Educa- 
tion Board,  £209  14s."  There  is  an  execution 
out  against  the  Board,  and  these  books  will  be 
seized  under  it,  and  I  presume  this  sum  is  to 
pay  off  that  execution.  There  is  aJso  a  sum  of 
nearly  £800  for  law-costs,  all  incurred  in  the 
fight  that  took  place  between  the  two  districts 
as  to  which  should  have  the  larger  share  of  this 
plunder.  The  Board  got  heavily  in  debt,  and 
of  course  came  to  the  Government  for  assist- 
ance. Well,  the  Government  did  what  any 
Government  would  naturally  do.  They  know 
that  they  will  have  to  pay  the  money,  and  thcjj 
endeavour  to  pacify  these  people  as  well  as  they 
can.     Last  year  they  brought  down  a  Bill  tp 
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Babdivide  the  district,  which  is  practiosJly 
what  is  maved  for  now  hy  the  Hon.  Mr.  Bey- 
aolds— I  think  with  very  great  want  of  judg- 
ment. That  the  Govenmient  will  have  to  pay 
the  money  I  have  no  earthly  doubt,  because 
oUierwise  it  would  mean  shutting  up  schools 
St  which  there  was  a  very  large  attendance. 
No  Government  could  face  such  a  contingency 
as  abutting  up  the  schools.  That  Bill  of  last 
jear  was  passed;  and  what  happened  then? 
The  then  existing  Board  was  appointed,  prac- 
tically, the  Returning  Officer  for  the  elec- 
tion to  follow ;  and  the  Board  refused  to 
open  the  voting-papers  until  they  were  given  a 
goazantee  from  the  Government  to  pay  the 
whole  of  this  enormous  debt  of  £6,000.  The 
Council  will  hardly  credit  it,  but,  before  the 
Board  parted  with  their  functions,  although 
iheir  account  was  overdrawn,  they  absolutely 
drew  cheques  for  over  £2,000  in  nayment  of 
liabilities.  I  need  not  say  that  tne  cheques 
were  not  paid,  as  the  banks  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
pay  from  overdrawn  accounts.  The  Board  abso- 
htely  gave  cheques  for  works  on  which  no  work 
had  been  done.  Therefore  I  say  it  is  idle  for 
the  Government  to  think  that  they  tvill  get 
rid  of  their  responsibility  by  simply  dividing 
Urn  district,  and  allowing  the  educational  au- 
thorities of  the  district  to  continue  as  they 
have  been  doing  already.  Honourable  gentle- 
man who  represent  this  district  say  that  the 
Board  have  made  some  mistakes  in  the  past, 
bat  that  they  wUl  amend  in  the  future.  I 
believe  nothing  of  the  kind.  I  know  very  well 
what  they  will  do,  after  what  we  have  seen 
of  their  work  during  the  last  six  years.  They 
know  they  will  have  a  hold  of  the  Govern- 
ment, because  their  schools  must  be  kept  open, 
and  therefore  they  will  go  on  incurring  liaoili- 
ties,  and  will  come  to  the  Government  to  get 
them  paid.  That  has  been  going  on  for  the  last 
six  years,  and  that  is  quite  experience  enough 
to  tell  us  what  they  will  do  in  the  future. 
These  eloquent  gentlemen  tell  us  that  there 
will  be  an  admirable  Board  in  the  future,  and 
speak  of  the  respectable  people  that  will  be 
on  it.  I  should  be  sorry  to  think  that  there 
were  not  respectable  people  among  those  from 
whom  this  Board  will  be  chosen.  The  main 
body  of  miners  are  a  most  reputable  body  of 
men ;  but  I  think  there  must  be  another  class 
altogether  who  have  hold  of  these  matters 
on  the  West  Coast.  I  should  think  that  there 
must  be  a  very  imdesirable  class  of  people, 
such  as  speculators  and  agents,  who  have  got 
the  control  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  West 
Cofikst  for  the  purpose,  as  I  have  shown,  of 
taming  them  to  their  own  advantage.  Did 
honourable  gentlemen  ever  hear  of  a  Board  con- 
tracting with  one  of  its  own  members  for  his 
own  benefit  ?  That  was  absolutely  contrary  to 
the  law,  and,  if  it  were  worth  while,  no  doubt 
redress  could  be- obtained.  As  for  the  Board 
acting  better  in  the  future,  I  do  not  believe  in 
these  sudden  reformations  at  all.  Their  action 
daring  the  past  years  shows  that  they  have 
utterly  neglected  their  duty,  and  therefore  we 
should  be  careful  before  we  trust  them  with 
iiniiiar  powers  again.     Tha  Committee  have 


made  a  recorumendation  with  regard  to  this. 
Bill,  and  it 'rests  with  the  Council  to  say 
whether  it  will  put  things  back  into  the  old 
position,  merely  dividing  the  education  district 
into  two,  when  there  would  be  two  Boards  in- 
stead of  one.  I  ventiire  to  say  that,  if  that  is 
done,  next  session  will  not  arrive  without  t^is 
matter  being  brought  up  again.  A  new  debt  will 
have  been  accumulated,  the  present  debt  will 
not  have  been  paid,  and  there  will  be  another 
chaos  which  Parliament  will  be*asked  to  settle. 
If  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reynolds  and  other  honourable 
gentlemen  can  persuade  the  Council  that  the 
course  they  propose  is  right,  I  have  no  more  to* 
say,  and  I  shall  not  interfere  further.  I  have 
recommended  the  Council  to  take  the  course 
thja  Committee  has  suggested,  and  I  have  given- 
reasons  why  that  course  should  be  taken ;  and, 
if  the  Council  thinks  fit  to  disregard  the  report, 
of  the  Committee  and  the  facts  which  have 
bee4  laid  before  it,  I  shall  take  no  more  steps 
in  the  matter. 

fhe  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  hope  the  recom- 
mendation of.  the  Conmiittee  will  be  adopted. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  administration  of 
the  Education  Act  in  the  Westland  Education 
District  has  been  a  scandal,  and  has  set  the 
worst  possible  example  to  the  young  people  of 
the  district.  But  the  action  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  in  this  case  I  think  we  can  very  well 
understand.  The  Bill  had  been  passed  in 
another  place  with  the  consent  of  a  majority ; 
and  therefore  it  is  not  to  bo  expected  that 
here  the  Govenunent  will  take  a  course  in 
opposition  to  the  Bill,  as  it  has  been  passed 
by  that  majority.  As  I  understand  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Beynolds,  they  leave  it  to  be  settled  by  the 
Council.  The  Council  has  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee, who  have  taken  evidence  and  submitted 
a  recommendation ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  be 
guided  by  that  recommendation  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  H9n.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— The  Hon. 
Mr.  Bonar  did  not  state  the  easel  as  fully  as. 
I  think  is  desirable,  and  I  will  therefore  sup- 
plement the  deficiencies  of  his  statement  as 
far  as  I  can.  He  did  not  tell  the  Council  that* 
the  normal  expenditure  in  that  district  is  in 
excess  of  the  revenue,  and  that,  if  the  district, 
were  divided,  the  expenses  of  administration 
would  be  very  greatly  increased ;  so  that,  if 
its  revenue  was  unequal  to.  the  expenditure 
before,  it  will  be  still  less  equal  when  the  dis- 
trict is  divided.  The  Committee  on  this  sub- 
ject had  the  benefit  of  the  evidence  of  Dr. 
Hislop,  and  had  the  advantage,  also,  of  hear- 
ing statements  from  other  gentlemen,  who- 
attended  for  the  pu^rpose  of  affording  the 
Committee  the  benefit  of  their  opinions.  It 
came  out  quite  clearly  that  it  is  a'bsolutely 
indispensable  that  educational  matters  iik  that 
district  should  be  put  —  tiemporarily,  at  any 
rate — on  an  entirely. new  footing.  Although, 
possibly,  if  the  district  were  divided,  one  por- 
tion might  be  al^le  to  keep  its  expenditure 
within  its  income,  still,  as  regards  the  other 
portion,  that  is  not  at  all  likely  to  be  the  case, 
'  and  the  expenditure  would  be  greatly  increased. 
The  whole  education  system  in  that  district  is 
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-disorganized.  Feeling  runs  high,  apparently, 
•  and  localism,  one  of  the  curses  oi  New  Zea- 
land, is  rampant  in  that  locality.  The  result 
is  that  some  strong  measures  are  requisite  in 
order  to  restore  some  equilibrium.  ,  Now,  it 
appeared  to  the  Gonmiittee  that  the  best  way 
was  to  place  temporarily — not  permanently — 
the  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  of 
reorganizing  the  educational  establishment  on 
the  Coast.  It  is  not  intended  that  that  power 
shall  be  exercised  for  more  than  two  years,  but 
during  that  time  it  would  be  their  duty  to 
revise  the  whole  proceedings  and  to  bring  the 
expenditure  within  the  income.  After  things 
are  restored  to  an  equilibrium  we  can  consider 
the  propriety  of  restoring  the  management  to  a 
local  Board,  and  at  that  time  we  may  probably, 
with  a  view  of  allaying  local  irritation,  sanction 
the  division  of  the  district  into  two.  But  mean- 
while, and  until  an  equilibrium  is  restored  be- 
tween expenditure  and  revenue,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  some  such  step  as  this  should  be 
taken.  There  are,  in  the  history  of  all  peoples, 
times  of  crisis,  when  the  appointment  of  some- 
thing like  a  dictatorship  is  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  the  community;  and  it  appeared  to 
the  Committee  that  there  was  such  a,  crisis  in 
the  history  of  educational  matters  on  the  Coast, 
and  that  it  was  to  the  interests  of  the  people 
there,  as  well  as  to  the  interests  of  the  com- 
mimity  at  large,  that  these  local  powers  should 
be  temporarily  withdrawn,  aJid  that  the  power 
•of  administration  should  be  lodged  in  an  officer 
of  the  Government  until  an  equilibrium  was 
established.  I  trust  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  will  be  adopted.  I  believe  it 
"will  be  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  district; 
And  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that,  at  the 
expiration  of  the  two  years,  the  power  may  be 
again  intrusted  to  a  local  Board,  when  pos- 
sibly it  may  be  advantageous  to  divide  the  dis>- 
trict  into  two,  as  is  proposed  by  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BARNICOAT.— Only  the  very 
weightiest  reasons — reasons  much  moVe  weighty 
than  have  yet  been  adduced — would  lead  me  to 
vote  for  taking  the  administration  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act  out  of  the  proper  hands  at  Westland 
and  placing  it  in  those  of  a  Commissioner.  I 
was  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  last 
year  which  considered  a'  Bill  similar  in  its  pro- 
visions to  that  introduced  this  session,  and  the 
Committee  heard  a  great  deal  of  evidence, 
which  led  to  the  belief  in  the  necessity  of 
dividing  the  education  district.  Among  other 
treasons  it  was  shown  that  the  Westland  Edu- 
cation District,  stretching  a  hundred  miles  or 
.more  along  the  coast,  with  its  seat  of  business 
of  necessity  towards  one  end,  was  costly  and  in- 
. -convenient  in  its  working.  I  am  not  going  to 
defend  the  expenditure  of  the  Westland  Edu- 
cation Board ;  but  I  believe  that,  whether  ad- 
> ministered  by  a  Commissioner  or  a  Board  or 
Boards,  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to  keep 
•the  expenditure  within  the  income,  so  long  as 
the  present  allowance  for  head-money  under 
the  Education  Act  exists.  Notwithstanding 
the  higher  prices  which  rule  at  the  West  Coast, 
and  the  consequently  greater  cost  of  canning 
out  the  educational  system  there,  Jio  more 
Hon,  Mr,  Waterhouse 


funds  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  Boe^rd  than  in 
the  rest  of  the  colony.  This  fact  seems  to 
some  extent  to  account  for  the  difficalties 
into  which  the  late  Education  BoeuxL  fell,  and 
I  think  that  to  refuse  the  district  the  adminis- 
tration of  its  own  educational  affairs  is  to  sab- 
i'ect  it  to  an  indignity  and  a  penalty  which  it 
las  not  justly  incurred. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN.— I  am  not  going 
even  to  try  to  defend  the  action  of  the  late 
Education  Board  of  Westland;  but  I  mut 
appeal  to  the  good  feelings  of  honourable  mem- 
bers to  judge  what  an  indignity  it  is  propoaecl 
to  put  on  a  population  of  ten  or  twelve  thoa- 
sand  people  for  the  action  of  the  nine  men 
of  whom  the  Education  Board  consisted.  That 
large  number  of  people  could  not  but  fed 
aggrieved  if  deprived  of  what  every  English 
community  so  highly  prizes — ^that  is  to  say, 
the  power  of  electing  their  own  local  men  to  I 
manage  their  own  local  affairs.  The  Edaca-  i 
tipn  Act  is  very  much  prized  by  the  graatec  \ 
part  of  the  community;  and,  although  these 
nine  people  have  failed  to  show  that  capacity 
for  administration  which  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  them,  still  it  is  very  hard  that 
the  whole  community  should  be  punished- for 
that.  After  all,  it  is  nothing  but  punishment. 
Bather  than  this,  I  would  acquiesce  in  power 
being  given  to  the  Goverrunent  to  nominate 
the  whole  Board.  It  is  not  to  be  feared  that 
action  like  that  which  has  taken  place  within 
the  last  year  or  two  will  ever  be  repeated.  I 
must  remind  honourable  members,  and  par- 
ticularly those  who  formed  the  Committee— 
and  who  no  doubt  took  great  pains  to  ascertain 
the  actual  state  of  affairs — that  the  deficit  is 
not  nearly  so  large  as  might  be  imagined. 
The  statement  of  the  Auditor  shows  there  are 
debts  to  the  amount  of  £5,500 ;  but  in  this 
is  included  £800  for  work  never  even  began, 
and  therefore  that  amount  is  a  set-ofi.  Then, 
there  is  £1,800  which  has  been  spent  for  repuis 
and  buildings;  and  I  would  remind  honour-, 
able  gentlemen  that  for  more  than  a  year 
that  Board  never  received  a  farthing  out  of  the 
so-called  Building  Fund,  the  share  of  which 
for  Westland  would  be  about  £1,800,  and  that, 
therefore,  may  be  considered  as  an  asset,  and 
as  reducing  the  real  deficit  which  appears 
in  the  accounts  of  the  late  Board.  Honour- 
able membexs  will  find  that  the  total  amount 
asked  for  by  the  Grovemment  to  pay  the  just 
dues  —  I  say  the  just  ones — is  only  £3,300, 
an  amount  which  is  very  much  smaller  than 
the  nominal  deficit,  the  difference  being  the  ' 
£800  I  have  referred  to,  which  was  never  spen^- 
and  other  amounts  which  the  Government  de* 
cline  to  pay,  and  rightly  so.  The  questioiii 
therefore,  before  the  Council  really  resolves  it- 
self into  this :  If  the  Government  should  fed 
incliiled  to  leave  the  management  of  eduear 
tional  affairs  to  another  body  of  local  men,  to 
be  chosen  out  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  people, 
can  we  expect  that  this  maladministration  will 
occur  again  ?  For  my  part,  I  may  say  I  do  not 
think  these  things  will  occur  again.  It  ought 
to  be  borne  in  mind  that  educational  matters 
on  the  West  Coast  are  altogether  exceptionaL 
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There  are  many  outlying  districts  on  the  West 
Coast,  and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  capi- 
tation allowance  which  is  sufficient  in  other 
places  will  enable  educational  affairs  to  be  ad- 
*  ministered  there  so  satisfactorily  as  in  more 
settled  districts.  I  do  not  for  a  second  under- 
take to  excuse  the  way  in  which  the  adminis- 
tiation  has  been  carried  on  of  late  —  in  fact, 
there  is  every  reason  to  complain  of  that ;  and 
I  thii^  nothing  better  could  have  been  done 
than  to  carry  the  Bill  introduced  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Waterhouse,  in  order  to  make  the  gentle- 
men responsible  who  have  been  careless  with 
money  tiiat  did  not  belong  to  them.  For  all 
that,  I  hope  that  honourable  members  will 
take  into  account  that  it  would  be  aJmost  an 
insult  to  the  rest  of  the  population  if  the  re> 
port  of  the  Committee  were  adopted. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

Clause  2.— Repeal  of  "  The  Westland  Edu- 
cation District  Subdivision  Act,  1883." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  moved,  To  strike  out 
all  the  words  after  *'  repealed,"  with  a  view  of 
inserting  the  following :  *'  and  the  subdivision 
of  tiie  ]^ucation  district  of  Westland,  thereby 
created,  is  hereby  abolished." 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"That  the  words  be  retained." 

Ayes,  7. 
Bamicoat  Dignan 

Bonar  Henderson 

Buckley,  Q. 

Noes,  9. 
Acland  Hart  Bichmond,  J.  C. 

Fraser  *  Pharazyn  Waterhpuse 

Grace  Pollen  Wilson.* 

Majority  against,  3. 

Amendment  agreed 'to. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

TRADE  WITH  INDIA. 

The  Hon.  3Ir.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  have  a 
matter  of  some  importance  to  bring  before  the 
Council.  It  is  a  matter  referring  to  the  frozen- 
neat  tnvde  and  the  woollen  industry.  On  the 
9th  of  last  month  Sir  Julius  Voger  forwarded 
the  foUowing  telegram  to  Sir  Jeunes  Fergus- 
«on:— 

"Is  there  any  prospect  of  New  Zealemd 
frozen  mutton  and  fine  woollen  fabrics  finding 
«  market  in  India?  Your  reply  to  New  Zealand 
will  greatly  oblige."        • 

To  this,  the  following  reply  has  been  re- 
ceived : — 

"Bombay,  5th  November. — Sir  James  Fer- 
igasfion  to  Sir  Julius  Yogel. — Mutton  experi- 
ment feasible ;  but  more  hopeful  Calcutta.  If 
desired,  would  suggest  local  agent  to  arrange. 
European  daily  consumption  of  mutton,  Bom- 
■bay,  200  sheep.  Natives,  except  Parsees,  eat 
<mly  fresh-killed." 

I  think  the  thanks  of  this  Council  and  the 
colony  are  due  to  His  Excellency  Sir  James 
Fergusson  for  the  kindly  interest  he  has  taken 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  He  has  been  at 
considerable  trouble  in  getting  the  information 
and  in  sending  the  telegram,  and  I  think  it 


right  to  place  the  information  before  the  Coun 
cil  as  soon  as  possible.  ' 

NATIVE  LAND  ALIENATION  RESTRIC- 
TION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  we 
have  listened  with  a  very  great  deal  of  pleasure 
to  the  able  speech  made  by  the  very  influential 
chief,  Wahanui,  who  addressed  this  Council. 
He  informed  us  that  the  sting  had  been  taken 
out  of  a  certain  animal— namely,  the  Bill  de- 
scribed by  him.  No  doubt  he  referred  to  the 
Bill  now  before  the  Council.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  is  to  prevent  dealings  by  private  individuaJs» . 
who  may  be  better  known,  as  '4andsharks," 
regarding  the  lands  through  which  it  is  in- 
tended that  the  railway  shall  pass.  It  will 
be  in  the  recollection  of  honourable  members 
that  a  resolution  was  passed  with  reference  to 
the  construction  of  a  line  of  railway  between 
Wellington  and  Auckland  to  connect  Welling- 
ton with  Auckland ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  interests  of  the  Natives  and  the 
interests  of  the  public,  it  has  been  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  introduce  a  Bill  of  this  character,  so 
as  to  prevent  dealings  by  private  individuals 
with  Native  lands  through  which  the  railway 
may  pass.  I  have  here  a  plan  showing  a  very 
large  area  of  land  which  may  be  afEected,  di- 
rectly pr  indirectly,  by  the  railway ;  and,  al- 
though it  contains  a  much  greater  area  than 
may  be.  necessary,  still  it  has  been  deemed  de- 
sirable to  get  as  large  an  area  as  possibly  can 
be  got,  with  the  view  of  protecting  the  interests 
which  I  have  described.  The  Bill  contains 
nothing  except  that,  and,  although  it  restricts 
purchase  by  private  individuals,  it  does  not  re- 
strict purchase  by  the  Goverrmient,  and  for  this 
reason :  It  may  be  found  necessary,  in  con- 
structing the  railway,  for  the  Government  to 
acquire  land  through  which  the  railway  may 
pass.  With  that  object  only  in  view  this  Bill 
has  been  introduced.  I  move,  That  it  be  now 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.  —  Honourable 
gentlemen  who  listened  to  the  speech  'made  at 
the  bar  to-day  by  Wahanui  will  probably  have 
not«d  uhat,  in  the  approval  which  he  gave  to 
this  Bill,  he  made  one  reservation,  and  that 
was  that  no  dealings  whatever  with  land  within 
the  prescribed  boundaries  should  be  permitted. 
The  Bill  as  it  stands  does  now  give  to  the  Go- 
vernment the  power  of  dealing — not,  as  my 
honourable  friend  the  Colonial  Secretary'  has 
told  the  Council,  with  land  for  the  line  of  rail- 
way, but — for  the  whole  of  the  land  included 
within  these  boundaries,  estimated  to  con;^ain 
about  three  and  a  half  million  acres  of  land. 
Now,  those  who,  like  myself,  remember  what 
.the  character  of  the  dealings  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  purchase  of  Native  land  has  been 
within  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  can  feel  no 
very  great  satisfaction  in  an  exception  being 
made,  as  it  is  made  in  this  case,  m  favour  of 
the  Government.  I  venture  to  say  that,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  misdoings  of  private 
individuals  in  dealing  in  Native  lands,  they 
have  been  equalled  if  not  exceeded  by  the 
misdoings  of  Government  agents  in  connection 
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-with  the  acquirement  of  Native  lajid  from  time 
to  time.  I  see,  therefo):e,  at  present,  no  reason 
why  so  much  power  as  this  should  be  given  to 
this  Government  or  to  any  Government,  under 
these  circumstances,  until  the  Assembly  itself 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  deciding  upon  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  dealing  with 
Native  lands — an  opportunity  which  I  under- 
stand it  is  intended  shall  be  given  to  the 
Assembly  at  its  next  session.  I  suppose  this 
Bill  will,  in  due  course,  be  submitted  to  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee ;  and  I  think  that, 
either  in  the  Native  Affairs  Committee  or  in 

•  this  Council,  some  provision  ought  to  be  made 
which  would  restrain  the  Goverimient  from 
dealing  with  the  Native  lands  within  t^iese 
boundaries  until  the  Native  title  has  been 
ascertained.  That  is  the  point  which  lies 
nearest  to  the  heart  and  desires  of  these  Na- 
tive people ;  and  the  system  which  has  hitherto 
prevailed,  unfortunately,  in  this  colony,  of  deal- 
ing with  individuals  for  their  undivided  inter- 
ests in  tribal  property  has  been  the  cause  of 
dissatisfaction  in  the  Native  mind.  It  is  to  put 
a  stop  to  that  that  all  the  agitation  prevails 
amongst  the  Natives ;  and  the  desire  is  to  re- 
store to  the  tribes  and  the  hapus  of  tribes  au- 
thority over  the  tribal  estates.  I  think  that, 
seeing  that  we  are  anxious  at  present  to  re- 
spect the  desires  of  the  Natives  in  all  matters 
relating  to  their  lands,  we  should  take  great 
oare  not  to  throw  the  door  open  to  abuses  such 
as  may  not  impossibly  occur;  and  that  we 
should  declare  that  we  would  prevent,  or  en- 
deavour to  prevent,  any  dealings  whatever  in 
Native  lands  until  the  Native  title  had  been 
ascertained  by  the  Courts  of  the  colony.  And 
that  can  be  done  very  easily  in  this  Bill  by  a 
short  clause  defining  the  meaning  of  the  words 

'  **  Native  owners ;"  and  I  hope  that,  either  in 
the  Council  or  in  the  Native  Lands  Commit- 
tee, this  precaution  will  be  taken  against  the 

.  abuses  that  might  otherwise  occur  under  the 
Act. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— I  think  this 
Bill  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Natives ; 
but  there  are  some  alterations  that  I  think 
ought  to  be  made.  The  word  *•  Native,"  which 
is  used  on  every  occasion,  is,  I  think,  a  wrong 
one:  Our  children  who  are  bom  here  are 
natives  of  New  Zealand.  In  other  parts  of 
the  world  proper  names  are  given  to  the  abori- 
gines. In  Fiji  they  are  called  Fijians ;  in 
Tonga,  Tonguose ;  and  why  should  we  not  call 
the  Maoris  by  their  right  name?  Then,  the 
interpretation  of  the  word  "  Native."  excludes 
women,  and  that  will  have  to  be  remedied.  I 
am  delighted  to  see  that  a  penal  clause  is 
inserted,  and  that  any  person  committing  a 
breach  of  the  Act  will  be  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  not  less  than  £100  and  not  exceeding  dB500, 
and  also  liable  to  a  term  of  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  fifteen  months.  I  think  that  will 
have  the  desired  effect,  and  will  put  a  stop  to 
the  miserable  dealings  in  Native  lands  that  have 
been  carried  on.  Eighteen  months  ago  some 
Maori  lands  passed  through  the  Native  Land 
Court,  and,  of  this,  68,000  acres  upon  the  East 
Coast,  within  a  short  distance  of  Tauranga^ 
Eon.  Dr.  PoUen 


were  sold  at  *  2s.  an  acre.  We  never  hear  of 
these  things.  How  is  it  these  transactions  aie 
concealed  ?  No  doubt  a  fortune  will  be  made 
out  of  that.  The  Natives,  whenever  they  come 
to  make  a  bargain  with  Europeans,  are  sure  to  * 
get  the  worst  of  it ;  and  I  am  very  glad  to  see 
that  the  Government'  are  to  exercise  over  these 
lands  the  pre-emptive  right,  which  has  been  in 
abeyance,  but  which  was  given  in  the  Treaty 
of  Waitangi.    I  very  much  approve  of  the  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.— WeU,  Sir, 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  Bill  goes  a  little 
further  than  it  should  do,  inasmuch  as  the 
boundaries  in  the  schedule  include,  as  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  gather^  land  which  Yua 
been  occupied  by  Europeans  for  some  years,, 
and    which  .is    held,  I  think, .  under   Groim 
grants.    I  think  it  would  be  undesirable  that 
that  land  should  be  so  included.    I  refer  to  a 
district  in  the  Hawke's  Bay  Province  called 
Patea.      With  regard  to  the  remarks  which, 
have  fallen  from  the  Hon.  Captain  Fraser,  I  do 
not  think  I  ought  to  allow  his  statement  to  go- 
unchallenged  respecting  the  value  he  .placed 
upon  lands  which  he  speaks  of  as  having  been 
sold  at  ^.  an  acre  a  short  time  back.  ,1  can 
only  say  this :  that,  if  I  wished  to  bring*,  about- 
great  pecuniary  loss  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, I  should  wish  he  had  purchased  it  at  2i. 
an  acre.    This  land  is  dense  fern  land,  very 
difficult  to  approach;  there  are  no  roads  to  it; 
and  I  can  say  most  .positively  that  no  profit 
can  be  made  out  of  land  of  that  description 
without  large  expenditure  upon  it.     There  may 
be  a  small  piece  of  it  here  and  there  that  i&   j 
Valuable  and  available  at  once ;  but,  as  a  mle, 
this  land  requires  years  and  years  to  become  of   i 
value,  and  a  constant  drain  of  money  to  make   | 
it  pay,  though  in  the  course  of  tim^  it  will  pay. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES.— Sir,  I  differ  from   i 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down.     In  his  remarks  regarding  i^s  Bill  I 
understood  him  to  say  that  it  went  too  far.    I 
think  that  it  does  not  go  far  enough,  and  I 
shall  take  the  opportunity  of  moving  an  amend- 
ment, when  in  Committee,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  will  meet  with  the  acceptance  of  the 
Govemmeht;  but,  whether  or  no,  I  shall  ask 
the  opinion   of   this  Council    upon    it.     The  \ 
amendment  I  wish  to  move  i&,  That  the  words  ' 
after  "  Native  lands,"  in  section  3,  be  omitted, 
and,  with  these,  the  schedule  to  the  Bill.    That 
will  make  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  applicabk 
to  dealings  with  all  Native  lands.     Sir,  when  ! 
we  recall  the  history  of  the- dealings  of  thi»  i 
colony  with  the  Natives  in  regard  to  their  land  . 
I  think  that  we  must  admit  it  is  a  history  that  ^ 
we  can  by  no  means  congratulate  ourselves  ; 
upon.     It  has  been,  on  the  part  of  successive  : 
Governments,  one  feeble  course  of  xnaJadminis-  ] 
tration,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  one  ; 
continued  course  of  chicanery  and  deceit.    We  i 
have  seen  Native  Minister  after  Native  Minit«  ' 
ter,  when  freshly  appointed,  come  down  to  the  j 
other  House  and  declare  his  intention  of  re-  ; 
forming   the  whole  system    of   deaUng  witb 
Native  lajids,  taking  the  matter  into  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  and  removing  it  from  thoae 
of  speculator^  and  their  disgraoeful  a^nts  who 
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have  cast  so  much  dishonour  upon  this  colony 
in  these  dealings  with  Native  lands.  But  all 
tiiese  promises,  all  these  good  intentions,  have 
vanished  away — smelted  away  under  some  un- 
known and  unseen  influences;  and,  session 
after  session,  nothing  is  done.  If  the  Council 
wUl  now  rise  to  the  occasion  and  join  with  me 
in  carrying  this  amendment  they  will  embrace 
an  opportunity  of  doing  a  vast  amount  of  good 
to  the  Europeans,  to  the  Natives,  and  to  the 
colony  at  large.  The  lat^  period  of  tihe  session, 
and  the  hurried  manner  m  which  the  Bill  has 
been  brought  before  us,  absolutely  prevent  me 
from  doing  any  justice  whatever  to  this  subject. 
The  annals  of  our  dealings  with  Native  lands 
are  full  of  instances  which  would  support  my 

roposition  in  the  strongest  possible  manner, 
could,  if  I  had  time,  point  out  a  thousand 
instances  from  our  Blue  Books  in  support  of 
khe  proposition  I  now  bring  forward.  If  the 
Council  will  only  pass  this  —  if  they  will  stop 
at  once  all  dealings  with  Native  lands — they 
will  afford  the  Gksvemment  a  fair  opportunity 
during  the  recess  —  they  will  force  upon  the 
Government,  as  they  would  on  any  otner  Go- 
vernment in  the  circumstances,  the  necessity  of 
grappling  with  this  question  and  bringing  down 
a  complete  and  worfliy  law  on  this  subject,  and 
one  which  would  command  and  receive  the 
support  of  both  Houses  and  the  support  of  the 
pubhc.  I  shall  take  the  opportunity,  in  Com- 
mittee, of  moving  my  amendment,  and  I  trust 
I  shall  receive  the  support  of  the  Government : 
at  any  rate,  I  shall  t^e  the  sense  of  the  Coun- 
cil upon  it. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTEl!iL.— Sir,  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  have  been  so  far  suspended  as  to 
allow  Government  Bills  to  pass  through  all 
stages  in  one  day.  I  would  ask  whether  refer- 
ence of  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  the  Native  Affairs 
Committee  is  not  a  "  stage  "  of  the  progress  of 
(he  Bill,  and,  if  that  is  so,  how  far  the  suspend- 
ing of  the  Standing  Orders  will  affect  that  refer- 
ence. I  do  not  say  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  Bill  should  be  so  referred,  nor  do  I 
think  so ;  but  I  ask  the  question,  as  a  point  of 
Older. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAEJER.  — I  was  already 
oonsidering  that  point.  There  is  considerable 
difficulty,  because  we  have  got  to  an  evening 
ntting,  and  the  authority  is  to  allow  Bills  to 
pass  "all  stages"  in  one  day,  and  a  Select 
Committee  does  not,  except  by  special  leave, 
at  whilst  the  Council  is  sitting ;  so,  altogether, 
it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  on  the  horns  of  a 
dilemma.  But,  in  answer  to  the  precise  ques- 
tion, I  am  boimd  to  rule  that  reference  to 
Select  Committees  is  a  stage  in  the  progress  of 
Bills.  The  Standing  .Order  is  that  all  Bills  and 
schedules  affecting  Native  lands  or  waste  lands 
■hall  be  referred  to  the  respective  Committees 
after  the  second  reading. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  am  not  going 
to  waste  time  in  discussing  the  Bill.  It  is 
nearly  twenty  years  since  I  took  part  in  the 
discusaioh  of  Bills  on  Native  affairs.  I  have 
listened  with  interest  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Beeves.  It  is  rather  pleasant  to  hear 
that  any  one  now  entertains  the  idea  that, 
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if  a  strict  injunction  is  issued  by  Parliament 
against  the  acquisition  of  Native  lands,  there 
will  be  a  Government  which  will  have  the 
courage  to  give  effect  to  it.  I  am  not  so  san- 
guine as  that;  and  the  Government  them* 
selves  have  not  asked  for  a  power  which  they 
know  they  would  not  dare  to  exercise.  The 
very  lifeblood  of  the  Government — at  any  rate, 
as  regards  its  influence  In  the  North  Island — is 
the  acquiring  of  Native,  lands,  on  the  good  old 
system  which  prevailed  formerly,  namely,  the 
getting  of  the  largest  possible  amqimt  of  land 
for  the  least  possible  price.  But  I  rose  as  I  felt 
bound  to  refer  to  a  special  point  in  connection 
with  this  Bill,  because  I  have  been  in  conversa- 
tion, with  Native  people  affected  by  it.  I  refer 
to  the  7th  clause.  I  do  hope  the  Government 
will  devise  some  means  of  rendering  that  clause 
so  clear  in  expressing  what  I  understand  to  be 
their  real  intention  that  the  Native  people  will 
not  have  their  minds  disturbed  by  apprehen- 
sions that  under  it  the  old  system  of  land-pur^ 
chase — or  the  acquisition  of  Native  land  by  , 
*•  teasing  " — will  be  introduced  into  that  district. 
I  imderstand  that  the  object  of  this  clause  is  to 
enable  the  Government  to  acquire  a  strip  of 
two  chains  or  so  in  width  right  through  this 
block,  with  a  view  to  the  formation  of  the 
North  Island  Trunk  Kajlway.  Well,  of  course 
the  Government  may  treat  with  tho  Natives 
for  that,  and  the  Natives  may  either  consent 
to  sell  or  not.  Now,  I  think  the  more  dis-r 
tiuctly  the  Government  states  the  modest 
nature  of  its  requirements  the  more  likely  they 
are  to  be  able  to  conduct  negotiations  satisfac- 
torily with  the  Native  owners.  As  to  the  mere 
vague  expression  '*  Native  owners  "  here,  with- 
out any  deflnition  of  what  constitutes  a  "  Na- 
tive owner,"  or  what  the  Government  will 
regard  as  such,  I  feel  it  is  very  objectionable. 
For  my  own  part,  I  conceive  that,  before  the 
title  has  been  investigated  by  the  Native  Land 
Court,  there  are  no  Native  owners  except 
hapus ;  and  I  can  very  easily  conceive  that  great 
trouble,  ending  in  an  insuperable  barrier  tp 
further  negotiations,  may  a^se  if  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  begin  to  negotiate  with  people  now 
resident  in  the  block  for  their  claims,  how- 
ever shadowy  those  claims  may  be,  in  this 
block.  Let  the  Government  state  honestly  and 
fairly  what  they  intend  to  do,  and  let  them 
go  to  the  Natives  acknowledged  to  be  of  the 
greatest  influence  and  the  greatest  owners  in 
the  block,  and  state  what  they  want,  and  ask 
the  Natives  to  consider  the  matter  fairly,  and 
deal  with  them.  Do  not  let  the  Government 
revert,  to  the  old  system  of  dealing  with  men 
who  possibly  have  no  claim  whatever  to  the 
land,  and  so  acqmring  an  interest  which,  on 
investigation,  is,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
found  to  have  no  foundation  whatever,  except 
in  the  dishonesty  of  the  people  concerned.  I 
hope  tho  time  is  past  now  wlien  the  more  dis- 
honest and  deceitful  a  Native  was  the  more- 
useful  he  was  in  transferring  Native  land  to  the 
Government.  That  was  the  case  in  the  old 
times,  but  I  hope  we  have  done  with  that  sort 
of  thing  now.  I  do  ask  the  Hon.  the  Colo- 
nial Secretary  to  assure  the  Council  that  ho 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


484      Native  Lani  Alienation       [COUNCIL.]        Bestriction  Bill.         [Nov.  6 


will  make  the  clause  distinctly  express  what  I 
understand  the  Government  intena  to  do  under 
it — what  the  Grovemment  reaJly  contemplate 
the  acquisition  of,  under  this  clause,  and  no 
zaore. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  shaU  support 
this  Bill,  and  I  shall  also  support  the  amend- 
ment to  be  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Reeves. 
I  cannot  agree  with  the  Hon.  Mr.  Mantell  in 
his  remarks  as  to  not  recognizing  any  Native 
owners  until  the  land  has  passed  through  tiie 
Native  Land  Court.  That  exceedingly  well- 
informed  Native  chief  who  addressed  us  to- 
day has,  I  understand,  no  intention  of  allowing 
the  Court  to  sit  there  at  all — which  I  applaud  in 
him.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that  this 
Native  Land  Court  was  intended  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Natives.  It  was  established  on  the 
hypocritical  pretext  that  the  Natives  required 
it.  It  was  nothing  of  the  kind.  It  was  brought 
in  under  pressure  from  a  considerable  body  of 
people,  commonly  caJled  *•  land-sharks,"  whose 
object,  as  the  Hon.  Mr.  MantcU  has  said,  is 
the  acquiring  of  the  greatest  possible  amount  of 
land  at  the  least  possible  price. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  alluded  not  to 
*'  land-sharks,"  who  were  compelled  to  give 
something  like  a  decent  price,  but  to  Govern- 
ments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— The  honourable 
gentleman  seems  to  deprecate  the  buying  of 
Native  land  by  the  Government,  and  to  give 
the  preference  to  the  "  land-sharks."  I  do  not 
agree  with  that ;  I  should  rather  be  glad  to  see 
the  land  bought  on  fair  terms  by  the  Govern- 
ment. Every  Government  since  I  have  been 
in  New  Zealand  have  come  down  with  great 
promises  as  to  the  reforms  they  would  make, 
but  they  have  made  no  reform  at  all.  A  series 
of  Acts  have  been  passed  which  have  gone  all 
in  the  one  direction — to  give  greater  facility  in 
the  acquisition  of  lands  to  the  promoters  of 
those  Acts.  The  Natives  have  never  been  con- 
sidered at  all.  I  have,  unfortunately,  had  occa- 
sion to  lookv  through  those  Acts  too  often,  and 
find  that  there  is  no  intention  to  benefit  the 
'  Natives  by  them.  In  the  Lajid  Court  difficul- 
ties arose  from  time  to  time  in  completing 
purchases  which  were  of  a  character  that  I  do 
not  care  to  describe,  and  immediately  the  aid 
of  Parliament  was  invoked  to  remove  those 
difficulties,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Natives, 
but  to  facilitate  the  purchase  of  land.  For 
once  here  is  a  session  m  which  there  is  not  one 
of  those  Bills  for  the  purpose  of  patching  up 
isome  of  those  doubtful  things.  I  give  the  Go- 
vernment credit  for  that ;  for  ever  since  I  have 
(been  in  Parliament  I  do  not  think  there  has 
heen  one  session  before  this  in  which  some 
tinkering  Bill  has  not  been  brought  down  to 
enable  Native -land -purchasers  to  complete 
matters  which  have  got  into  a  state  of  con- 
fusion. I  do  not  believe  for  one  moment  that 
Parliament  is  now  in  such  a  virtuous  frame 
•oi  mind  as  to  end  all  these  transactions.  It  is 
ifar  too  good  a  thing.  There  is  business  of  this 
•character  being  done  now.  Even  if  the  Council 
iShould  pass  the  clause  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beeves 
jproposos,  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  accepted 
jSoh,  JkTr.  Mantell 


in  another  place ;  but,  at  all  events,  I  shall 
support  it,  and  I  should  like  to  see  it  carried 
here.  With  respect  to  the  objections  made  hj 
the  chief  who  addressed  us  to-day,  I  wm 
unable  to  follow  him  as  to  what  his  real  ob- 
jection to  the  6th  clause  was.  At  first  sight  I 
thought  that  clause  unnecessary  ;  it  is  difficult 
to  believe  there  are  any,  but  possibly  thete 
may  be,  lands  in  this  schedule  already  dealt 
with,  and  I  think  it  proper  that  no  such  liens 
should  be  registered.  I  think  that,  when  a 
Native  chief  like  that,  who  professes  so  good  a 
disposition  towards  the  English  race,  expresses 
a  fear  of  any  clause,  we  should  not  be  going  out 
of  our  way  to  yield  to  his  wishes  ;  but  I  tiiink 
Wahanui  is  misinformed  as  to  the  effect  of  this 
clause.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  it  that  any 
Native  can  complain  of.  It  prohibits  every  one 
except  the  Government  from  dealing  with  the 
Natives,  which,  from  conversations  I  have  had 
with  the  Natives,  I  know  is  what  they  want 
I  shall  have  pleasure  in  supporting  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beeves,  and  in  other 
respects  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  this 
Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— So  far  as  I  under- 
stand the  intentions  of  the  Gk)vemni6nt  by  this 
Bill,  I  am  happy  to  say  I  am  able  to  give  them 
my  hearty  support.  Wide  as  the  powers  of 
clause  7  are,  I  do  not  feel  at  all  alarmed  that 
the  members  of  this  Assembly  will  ever  again 
tolerate  the  Government  going,  as  in  former 
days,  largely  into  the  purchase  of  Native  lands. 
I  should  never  support  a^  Bill  by  which  the  Go- 
venmient  proposed,  to  do  such  a  thing.  I  take 
it  that  this  Bill  is  of  a  merely  temporary  nature, 
merely  reserving  the  land  through  which  the 
line  passes,  and  that  at  a  future  time  we  shall 
have  legislation  in  order  to  settle  the  countiy 
through  which  the  railway  will  run.  I  do  not 
think  the  Government  mean  to  recommence 
buying  land ;  but  I  think  it  is  necessary  thej 
should  have  this  power  given  them,  first,  to  ac- 
quire the  land  through  which  the  railway  will 
run,  and,  in  the  next  place,  they  should  abso- 
lutely deal  with  the  Natives,  in  order  to  secure 
a  concession  from  them  for  the  value  that  will 
be  given  to  their  land  by  the  railway.  A  lazge 
concession  should  be  got  by  gift  from  the  Nar 
tives,  because  the  amount  of  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived by  them  from  a  railway  running  through 
their  land  is  enormous ;  and  I  should  say  ^ 
Government  would  be  quite  justified  in  de- 
manding a  concession  from  them  in  return  for 
that  benefit.  However  much  I  may  appland 
the  Hon,  Mr.  Beeves  for  his  suggestion — ^and  I 
have  always  had  the  same  ideas  as  he  has  on 
this  subject— I  think  when  he  has  a  little  more 
knowledge  of  what  is  done  in  the  Legislators 
he  will  see  it  is  not  quite  so  easy  to  -pass  a  pio* 
per  Native  Land  Bill.  In  1870  a  Native  Land 
Bill  was  proposed  whereby  the  Natives  would 
have  been  compelled  to  sell  their  lands  throng 
the  ordinary  channels ;  and  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  that  measure  had  passed  into  la\| 
settlement  throughout  the  North  Island  would 
by  this  time  have  been  very  much  larger  than  if 
is.  It  might  perhaps  have  been  that  during 
the  first  year  the  people  interested  in  buying 
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Native  land  would  h&ve  set  up  such  opposition 
that  the  thing  would  not  have  worked  at  first ; 
bat  I  venture  to  say  that,  with  a  little  patience, 
that  opposition  would  have  broken  down,  and 
then  large  areas  of  land  would  have  gone  into 
the  hands  of  Europeans,  and  the  country  would 
have  been  settled  to  great  advantage.  I  wish 
to  point  out  to  my  honourable  friend  Mr. 
Aeeves  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  inter- 
ested people,  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  who 
vill  not  allow  a  Native  Land  Bill  adverse  to 
their  interests  to  go  through,  and  those  from 
the  South  whom  you  would  expect  to  give  assist^ 
snce  to  the  work  would,  through  party  exi- 
gencies, be  compelled  to  vote  against  carrying 
a  proper  Bill  tiirough.  With  these  two  in- 
terests hanging  together,  it  hets  been  hitherto 
impossible  to  get  a  good  Native  Land  Bill 
through  the  Legislature.  And  my  honourable 
friend  will  find  that  Governments  have  to  suc- 
cumb; the  Government  in  1870  succumbed, 
and  I  dare  say  it  will  be  the  same  with  other 
Oovemments  to  follow.  But  I  take  it  that  this 
Bill,  reserving  as  it  does  a  large  area  of  coun- 
try, paves  the  way  more  clearly  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  attempt  a  good  Native  Land  Bill  in 
the  future.    I  believe  this  is  a  stepping-stone 

*  to  a  good  Act,  if  they  have  the  manliness  to 
attack  it.  I  have  always  felt  very  strongly  on 
this  Native  land  question,  because  I  feel  it  is 
necessary  that  some  steps  should  be  taken  in 
order  to  produce  a  Native  Land  Bill  to  let  the 

.  North  Island  go  ahead.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  North  Island  has*  been  blocked  by 
ia^e  areas  of  Native  land  remaining  unopened, 
and  the  people  of  this  Island  have  been  imable 
to  settle  their  coimtry  as  we  have  done  in  the 
South.  That  has  ^ept  the  North  Island  back. 
The  South  Island  may  be  better  circumstanced 
in  some  respects,  as  there  are  large  areas  of 
good  land  on  the  seaboard ;  but,  from  experience, 
I  know  that  there  are  patches  of  good  land 

.  thicughout  the  North  Island,  although  it  is 

,  only  in  patches,  and  not  all  together,  as  we 
have  it  down  south.  There  may,  therefore,  on 
that  account,  be  more  difficulty  in  settling  it ; 

-  Imt  still  it  is  capable  of  carrying  a  large  popu- 
lation, and  I  have  always  felt  that  it  was  a 
fiad  thing  to  see  the  hindrances  to  the  settle- 

.  ment  of  the  North  Island  through  the  difficulty 
of  opening  up  Native  land.    A  great  deal  has 

.  been  said  about  some  land  being  sold  for  2s. 
an  acre.    I  have  travelled  through  millions  of 

■  acres  in  the  North  Island  that  I  would  be  glad 
to  see  taken  at  a  gift,  if  people  would  improve 

.  it  and  settle  it,  and  I  think  they  would  get  it 
dear  then.  Any  one  who  has  travelled  from 
liapier  to  Ohiuemutu  must  have  seen  that  the 
whole  of  the  land  all  along  is  not  worth  t&kmg 
up ;  and  so,  though  we  hear  a  great  deal  about 
luad  being  )>oiight  for  Is.  or  2s.  an  acre,  I  say 
men  who  take  up  and  improve  much  of  that 
land  pay  very  dearly  for  it.  I  hope  this  Bill 
will  pass,  and  that  it  will  be  the  stepping-stone 
to  a  really  good  Native  Land  Bill,  that  will 
fnally  settle  these  Native  lands  in  the  early 
iutnre.  • 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.— I  am  well 
I^eased  wiUi  the  general  idea  of  this  BiU,  and  I 


could  heartily  wish  to  be  able  to  accept  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Beeves ; 
but  I  cazmot  say  that  I  hold  the  same  hopeful 
view  as  my  honourable  friend  as  to  the  result, 
partly,  perhaps,  because  I  have  been  longer  on 
the  face  of  the  globe  than  he,  and  partly  be- 
cause I  have  been  more  closely  connected  with 
these  Native  affairs  than  my  honourable  friend 
has  been.  I  do  not  plead  guilty  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  of  the  country  to  what  my 
honourable  friend  has  imputed  to  them :  if  you 
would  impute  weakness  to  a  man  who  was  not 
able  to  contend  with  the  Waimakariri  in  flood, 
then  all  of  us  would  be  weak.  If  we  go  far 
enough  back  we  see  that  the  Government  of 
New  Zealand,  in  1858,  desired  to  rid  itself  of 
the  very  invidious  duty  of  negotiating  with  the 
Natives  for  land ;  but  we  had  at  that  time  a 
(Governor  who  objected  to  the  course  proposed, 
and  he  reserved  the  Bill  for  assent  at  Home, 
and  recommended  it  to  be  disallowed,  and  it 
was  disallowed.  This  right  of  every  one  to 
purchase  lands  of  Natives  was  not,  as  has  been 
said,  thrust  upon  the  Government  by  land- 
sharks.  No  doubt  there  were  men  anxious  to 
invest  their  capital  in  land — call  them  land- 
sharks,  or  what  you  like.  There  was  a  large 
party  of  that  kind;  but,  to  my  own  personal 
knowledge,  the  claim  for  freedom  to  the  Na- 
tives to  deal  with  their  own  property  was 
raised  on  the  side  of  the  missionaries.  I  had 
that  from  the  greatest  of  the  missionaries — 
Bishop  Selwyn  himself.  He  said  to  me  on 
one  occasion,  "  I  claim  this  right."  I  replied, 
"  You  claim  a  great  estate  for  your  flock.  You 
remember  '  how  hardly  shall  those  tliat  have 
riches  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ; '  "  and  the 
reverend  Bishop  had  nothing  to  say  in  reply. 
It  was  certainly  forced  on  Parliament  by  pres- 
sure from  without,  but  it  was  also  forced  upon 
them  by  a  strong  well-organized  party  in  the 
Legislature.  It  is  not  necessary  to  go  further 
into  this.  I  have  gone  thus  far  to  s^ow  that, 
in  the  state  in  which  the  politics  of  the  country 
are  with  railway  rings,  harbour  rings,  and 
rings  for  every  possible  interest,  forming  an 
inextricable  puzzle  in  the  Legislature,  such  an 
amendment  as  that  proposed  by  the  honour- 
able member  is  absolutely  certain  to  fail.  I 
^ould  be  glad  if  it  were  possible ;  but,  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  one  has  to  consult 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  Bill 
before  taking  an  extraordinary  step  of  that 
kind.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  was  for  some  years 
in  that  long  list  of  persons  who  it  is  alleged  led 
the  country  into  the  state,  with  reference  to  Na- 
tive lands,  in  which  it  now  finds  itself ;  but  I 
can  say  that  I  never,  on  behalf  of  the  country, 
attempted  to  peddle  for  an  acre  of  land,  and 
that  I  endeavoured,  as  |ar  as  possible,  to  get 
reason  out  of  that  institution  which  we  esta- 
blished— the  Native  Land  Court — that  Franken- 
stein power  created  by  the  State, — 
Monstrum,    .   .    .    informe,  ingens,  cui  lumen  ad- 

emptum— • 
which,  blinded-  by  its  own  fanaticism  and  van- 
ity, proceeded  remorselessly  through  thick  and 
thin  ;  and  which  insisted  on  finding  what  never 
existed — a  Native  land  law — and  insisted  upon. 
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manufacturing  it  if  it  did  not  find  it.   It  might 
have  been  a  powerful  means  of  solving  difficul- 
ties, but,  headed  as  it  was  by  a  gentleman  of 
great  ability  and  enormous  obstinacy,  unwilling 
to  listen  to  advice  or  to  hear  criticism,  it  was 
fatod  from  the  first  to  fail,  and  to  fail  in  conse- 
quence of  that  fact  which  has  been  referred  to 
by  Mr.  Mantell  this  evening,  that  it  is  not  the 
individuals  but  the  hapus  who  are  the  owners, 
and  because  it  insisted,  in  the  business  of  the 
Court,  in  shutting  out  all  who  did  not  appear, 
using  the  old  cynical  maxim  of  lawyers,  De 
non  apparentibus  et  non  existentibus  eadem  est 
ratio.    The  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  Land  Act 
was  the  want  of  wisdom  in  the  administration, 
and  not  in  the  principle  itself.    I  do  not  often 
trouble  the  Council  with  demands  upon  its  at- 
tention on  my  own  behalf,  but  I  must  say  that 
the  work  we  have  been  doing  here  in  the  matter 
of  Native  land  transactions  has  brought  forcibly 
before  me  the  very  great  injustice  which  was 
done  to  the  Govomment  of   which  I  was  a 
member,  and  to  myself  personally,  in  connection 
with   the   West   Coast  reserves  question;    to 
which  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed,  as  a  personal 
matter,  to  refer.    The  inextricable  confusion 
of  the  Native  affairs  on  that  Coast  would  have 
been   avoided,  I  believe,  had  all  succeeding 
Governments    taken    the    action    which    the 
Stafford  Govomment  in  1866,  1867,  and  1868 
took  in  the  matter  of  the  settlement  of  the 
"West  Coast.    Upon  the  earliest  symptom  of 
the  return  of  peaceful  relations  on  ^o  part 
of  the  Natives  of  the  West  Coast,  we  met 
them  more  than  half-way,  went  out  to  meet 
them,  and  planted  them  upon  reserves;  and 
I  may  say   that  the  first  step  towards  paci- 
fication was  made  when  the  northern  hapu 
and  the  Ngatiruonui  Tribe  were  planted  upon 
reserves  which  were  duly  set  apart  and  fixed 
by  an  Order  in  Council  under  the  New  Zea- 
land Settlement  Act,  which  they  still  occupy, 
and  in  which  are  some  of  the  leases  we  have 
been  considering  to-day.    The  district  between 
Waingongoro  and  Waitotara  remained  at  peace, 
so  far  as  regards  its  own  inhabitants,  from  the 
date  of  those  reserves ;  and  it  was  only  by  the 
inroads  of  Titokowaru  that  the  settlers  were 
disturbed  at  all.   I  state  this  because  I  feel  that, 
in  tlie  reports  of  the  Commissioners  which  have 
been  alluded  to  in  this  matter,  it  would  have 
been   but  bare  justice'  if  they  had  recognized 
what  had  beon  douo  by  the  Government  of  Mr. 
•  Stafford  and  by  myself.    I  thank  honourable 
members  for  listening  to  me  thus  far,  as  I  know 
I  am  out  of  order ;  but  I  missed  the  opportunity 
of  referring  to  this  before,  and  I  desire  to  put 
on  record  this  very  strong  feeling  of  mine,  that, 
at  the  time  when  the  history  of   the  country 
is   written,   my  name  may  not  be  only  pil- 
loried, in  that  *' compendium  of  falsehood"  of 
•which  we  have  heard  before,  as  a  purchaser  of 
^laori  heads  ;  but  that  it  will  be  recorded  that 
I  and  the  (.Tovernmont  to  which  1  belonged — for 
I  truly  reprcHOJitod  tl:om  in  that — were  anxious 
at  all  times  to  stop  forward  and  to  bring  about 
recouciliation  and  peace.     Now,  as  to  this  par- 
ticular Bil!,  I  shonld  like  very  much  to  believe 
that  the  Guvcrmnent  will,  at  the  very  earliest 
££on,  Mr,  J.  C,  Richmond 


moment  possible — ^if  not  in  this  Bill,  at  aQ 
events  very  early  in  the  recess — ^make  known 
in  a  distinct  manner  to  the  Natives  what  thsiz 
intentions  are  with  respect  to  the  land.  I  hope 
they  will  not  seek  to  buy  much  land ;  I  hope 
they  will  buy  no  more  tlmn  may  be  neoessaiy 
for  the  purposes  of  the  railway ;  and  that,  aftec 
that,  they  will  accept  of  this  very  reasonablo 
proposition:  that  they  will  put  all  the  Na. 
tive  lands — as  soon  as  the  Natives  are  willing 
to  deal  with  us,  and  when  we  are  willing  to 
deal  with  them — under  the  chaige  of  the  Land 
Department,  to  be  dealt  with  for  their  benefit, 
witn  only  such  deductions  as  are  necessary  foe 
surveys  and  administration.  If  that  is  the  issue 
of  the  Bill,  it  will  show  a  fine  example  to  the 
country,  and  we  shall  see  effected  in  the  most 
peaceful  manner  the   adjustment  of   all  the 
difficulties  in  connection  with  the  Native  land 
question.    I  should  be  very  glad  if  the  Govern* 
ment  could  see  its  way  to  accept  my  honour- 
able friend's  amendment,  but  the  difficulties  of 
detail  are  extremely  great :  moreover  I  do  not 
think  they  can  do  so,  considering  what  I  re- 
ferred to  before — the  intricate  "  ling-puszle** 
which  is  exhibited  in  the  Legislature  at  the 
present  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSB.— I  would 
just  notice  the  remarks  of  my  hononzabk 
friend  to  say  that,  if  the  amendment  to  which 
he  refers  faols  to  be  carried,  the  failure  wiU 
not  be  entirely  due  to  the  influence  of  tha 
"  rings ; "  but  it  will  be  because  there  is  • 
large  portion  of  the  conmiunity,  who  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  wi^h  rings  or  land* 
purchasers — who  hold  themselves  aloof  fromafl 
these  things — and  yet  have  arrived  at  the  oo&< 
elusion  that  it  is  undesirable  for  the  Govern* 
ment  to  interfere  with  the  purchase  of  Native 
lands.  They  regard  it  as  I  regard  it,  that  aS 
the  Native  troubles  have  arisen  from  land  dealp 
ing  with  the  Natives,  and  more  especially  from 
dealings  with  Native  lands  that  have  nd 
passed  through  the  Native  Land  Court.  11 
would  be  not  only  by  the  "  rings,"  but  by  th« 
assistance  of  this  large  portion  of  tiie  com' 
munity,  that  the  amen^ent  would  be  d» 
feated.  My  honourable  friend  says  **  No,  no,' 
to  the  statment  that  the  troubles  with  thi 
Natives  have  arisen  through  the  purchasing 
of  lands  before  they  had  passed  through  thi 
Native  Land  Court ;  but  I  have  only  U 
refer  to  the  history  of  the  colony  to  shoi 
that.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  of  the  out 
breaks  have  arisen  in  connection  with  pox 
chases  subsequent  to  the  land  passing  thxoo^ 
the  Court ;  but  I  am  aware  that  great  trouble 
arose  from  other  purchases  of  land,  and  esp6 
cially  from  the  purchasing  of  land  by  the  Qo 
vernment  before  the  titles  were  authoritatively 
decided  upon  by  a  Court  of  justice.  1  trus 
that,  if  the  Bill  passes  into  law,  it  will  not  b 
another  illustration  of  what  frequently  occuu 
in  the  history  of  oiu:  legislation — that  the  Acti 
which  we  pass  are  allowed  by  the  Govern 
ment  to  become  practically  a  doad-lettez 
There  was  a  provision  introduced  in  the  lasi 
Native  Land  Act  imposing  a  penalty  upon  &I 
dealings  in  connection  with  Nativo  lands  befon 
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the  title  had  been  decided  upon  by  the  Native 
huuSi  Coiurt;  eund  yet,  if  I  am  correctly  in- 
itomed,  that  provision  is  allowed  to  be  a  dead- 
letter.  That  has  a  very  injurious  effect.  I  am 
told  that  persons  have  entered  into  negotiations 
to  a  very  large  extent  indeed  for  the  purchase 
of  Native  lands  prior  to  the  land  having  passed 
the  Court,  and  yet  that,  although  the  Go- 
Tezninent,  by  the  legislation  of  last  year,  were 
aathorlzed  to  take  proceedings,  no  proceedings 
whatever,  up  to  the  present  time,  have  been 
taken ;  and  I  very  much  fear  it  may  be  the 
some  in  connection  with  this  measure.  What 
JB  the  use  of  imposing  penalties  if  the  Qovem- 
ment  will  not  enforce  them  ?  I  trust  we  shall 
have  the  assurance  of  the.  Government  that, 
if  this  Bill  is  passed  into  law;  the  penalties 
wiU  be  enforced,  and  will  not  be  allowed  to 
remain  a  dead-letter  on  the  Statute  Book. 
The  efiect  of  passing  laws  of  this  character,  in 
which  the  penal  clauses  are  not  put  in  force, 
is  that — ^while  persons  of  standing,  persons  of 
character,  will  observe  the  law,  and  the  Natives 
are  thus  not  brought  into  contact  with  them 
—  the  Natives  are  left  to  people  who  may 
lurly  be  termed  land-sharks,  to  people  un- 
deserving of  their  confidence,  and  who  bring 
a  reproach  upon  the  European  character^ 
Our  legislation  hitherto  in  regard  to  these 
matters  has  been  to  play  into  the  hands  of 
.  ^ese  people,  and  to  prevent  persons  of  stand- 
ing aj[id  position  having  anything  to  do  with 
Native  affairs.  There  are  a  large  number 
of  persons  of  standing  and  position  who  lay  it 
down  as  a  fixed  rule  never  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  Native  affcbirs,  and  the  result  is  that 
tiie  Natives  are  brought  into  contact  with  the 
very  lowest  class  o;f  Europeans,  who  pander  to 
their  vices  in  order  to  obtain  ^heir  lands,  and 
who,  for  infringing  the  law,  are  not  punished 
by  the  law  as  they  ought  to  be.  I  do  sincerely 
trust  that,  if  this  Bill  passes  into  law,  the 
penal  clauses  will  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
a  dead-letter.  I  shall  support  the  Bill.  I 
think  it  is  fair  that,  if  the  Government  make 
a  railway  through  Native  territory,  some  por- 
tion of  l^e  benefit  likely  to  arise  to  the  land 
from  the  work  should  go  to  recoup  the  ex- 
pense of  the  undertaking,  and  I  think  it  is  in- 
flicting no  injustice  on  the  Natives  that  we 
should  reserve  to  the  Government  the  power  of 
dealing  with  these  particular  lands,  because, 
undoubtedly,  the  effect  of  the  railway  will  be 
to  increase  the  value  of  the  land  eight-,  ten-, 
or  twenty-fold. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILLIAMSON.—Sir,  I  do  not 
xise  to  oppose  the  Bill.  At  the  same  time,  I 
have  thought,  and  think  still,  that  the  Natives 
have  been  altogether  too  much  interfered  with. 
It  is  now  over  forty  years  since  I  first  attended 
a  sale  of  Native  land  in  this  country.  There 
ffBE  then  no  Court  necessary.  The  Natives 
were  assisted  by  a  European  interpreter,  and 
Ihey  sold  a  very  large  area  of  land  in  blocks  of 
various  sizes  from,  I  believe,  an  acre  up  to 
three  or  four  hundred  acres.  They  arranged 
the  payment  among  themselves,  and  about  the 
Settlement  or  the  sale  of  that  land  from  that 
iday  to  this  there  has  never  been  a  dispute  or 


a  claim,  and  it  is  perhaps  as  valuable  land  as 
there  is  in  the  colony.  My  own  idea  of  how 
the  Natives  should  be  dealt  with  is  this :  They 
should  be  told  by  the  Government  that  they 
would  not  be  pressed  to  sell  their  land ;  and 
Europeans  should  be  told  that  they  might  use 
their  own  discretion  in  buying  land,  but  that, 
as  soon  as  they  became  the  owners  of  ^e  land, 
they  would  be  made,  if  there  was  no  Bead 
Board  in  the  district,  to  contribute  rates  to  the 
nearest  Boad  Board,  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
up  the  country.  I  think  that,  from  the  first, 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  perhaps  in  a  modified 
form,  should  have  bieen  retained  by  the  Govern- 
ment. When  the  Government  appointed  Native 
Assessors  to  a  district  the  district  should  be 
declared  open  for  trading,  and  .the  Natives 
should  be  allowed  to  sell  and  the  Euiiopeans  to 
buy ;  and  we  should  have  a  representative  in 
the  Court  who  would  see  that  any  arrangements 
that  were  made  betwieen  the  Natives  and  Eu- 
ropeans for  the  sale  of  land  were  carried  out, 
that  the  payments  were  made,  and  the  Court 
should  have,  to  decide  whether  the  party  selling 
the  land  was  the  party  entitled  to  sell  it.  It 
should  also  be  the  duty  of  the  Court  to  order  a 
survey  of  the  land,  and  to  give  a  certificate  to 
the  purchaser  which  he  could  present  to  the 
ofi&ce  and  get  a  Crown  grant  issued  upon.  I 
do  not  think  it  comes  very  well  from  honour- 
able members  from  the  South  Island  to 
talk  about  "land-sharks,"  and  about  people 
having  robbed  the  Natives  in  the  North 
Island.  What  have  they  done  in  the  South 
Island?  What  price  was  given  for  the  land 
there  ?  Had  the  Natives  no  right  to  that  land, 
although  they  are  few  in  number,  which  was 
not  the  case  with  us?  They  purchased  the 
land  at  a  paltry  price  of  not  a  farthing  an 
acre,  and  yet  we  never  hear  a  word  about  that ; 
but  we  often  hear  remarks  about  people  who 
have  bought  land  at  a  shilling  and  two  shUlings 
an  acre.  We  are  told  that  the  poor  ignorant 
Natives  are  robbed  of  their  property;  but,  so 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  there  are  always 
people  ready  to  buy  a  thing  when  it  is  to  be 
sold  for  less  than  it  can  be  sold  again  for  in 
the  market  immediately.  It  is  the  doubt  about 
being  able  to.  sell  again  that  prevents  many 
people  from  coming  forward,  though  they  are 
quite  ready  to  abuse  those  who  have  come  for- 
ward. I  have  heard  myself  of  a  Native  being 
told  that  he  was  selling  his  land  at  a  price  not 
at  all  equal  to  its  value.  "  Well,"  he  said, 
"  what  am  I  to  do  ?  I  have  offered  it  to  man^, 
and  no  one  will  buy  it."  They  said,  **  You  will 
be  able  to  sell  in  a  future  time ;"  but  he  re- 
plied, "  Shall  I  be  here  to  sell  7  I  want  a  horse 
now.  I  want  to  ride,  and  I  cannot  get  a  horse 
unless  I  give  a  certain  tract  of  land  for  it." 
Can  any  one  say  he  was  wrong  in  giving  tiiat 
which  he  had  and  could  not  use  for  that  which 
he  had  not  and  wanted  to  use  ?  It  always  ap- 
pears to  me  in  an  unpleasant  light  when  I  hear 
people  talking  of  what  the  earlv  settlers  gave 
for  their  properties.  Those  settlers  came  here 
at  a  time  when  people  who  think  proper  to 
abuse  them  would  perhaps  not  have  come  int^ 
the  country.     Even  when  missionaries  wei& 
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'WVDited  in  the  country  yon  could  not  get 
gentlemen  entitled  to  wear  black  coats  at 
Home  to  come  out  to  New  Zealand  fifteen 
or  sixteen  years  ago.  It  was  only  the  pros- 
pect of  getting  black  coats  when  they  caane 
that  brought  them  here.  Now  I  find  there 
are  plenty  of  black  coats  coniing,  because  the 
ooimtry  has  been  since  improved  by  those 
who  spent  a  large  portion  of  their  lives  in 
a  i>lace  where  their  lives  —  during  the  early 
period,  at  all  events  —  were  not  very  safe.  I 
think  that  this  Bill  may  do  good  under  the 
circumstances,  seeing  that  a  great  expendi- 
ture has  to  be  made  upon  this  land  by  Euro- 
peans ;  and  I  think  it  is  only  right  that  the 
Government  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
acquiring  land,  at  all  events,  for  the  railway. 
Whether  it  would  be  right  for  them  to  deal  in 
these  lands  is  more  than  I  can  take  upon  my- 
self to  say.  But  I  think  that  the  sooner  the 
Natives  of  New  ZeiJand  are  relieved  of  their 
surplus  land  fairly,  the  better  for  them.  I 
think  that  people  are  not  happy  who  live  with- 
out regular  employment;  and  the  sooner  the 
Natives  are  brought  to  such  a  position  that 
they  have  to  attend  to  their  own  alfairs,  and  be- 
come workers  in  the  community,  the  better  it 
wiU  be  for  the  Natives  themselves. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  had  no 
idea,  when  moving  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  that  we  should  have  so  great  a  discussion 
npon  the  Native  policy.  I  merely  refer  to  this 
now  because  of  the  amendment  intended  to 
be  moved  by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Beeves. 
I  think,  if  the  amendment  of  that  honourable 
gentleman  is  seriously  considered  by  the  Coun- 
cil, it  will  be  doing  the  very  thing  I  am  sure 
it  would  not  wish  to  do — affecting  the  policy  of 
the  Qovemment  with  regard  to  dealing  with 
Native  lands  during  the  recess.  I  cannot  be 
a  party  to  carrying  out  any  such  suggestion 
as  that  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
made — that  we  should,  by  a  clause  in  this  Bill, 
deal  with  a  question  which  is  likely  to  aSect 
many  persons  in  the  North  Island.  The  ques- 
tion whether  the  Government  are  to  purchase 
Native  lands,  or  whether  they  should  ever 
deprive  themselves  of  the  right  to  purchase 
Native  lands,  is  one  upon  which  I  think  there 
are  many  different  opinions.  I  hold  ver^  strong 
opinions  upon  the  question  myself,  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  refer  to  now.  The  Coimcil  is 
indebted  to  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Water- 
house  for  the  remarks  he  made  with  reference 
to  the  Bill.  He  has,  as  he  generally  does  upon 
every  matter,  given  the  fullest  information, 
and  his  opinion  in  regard  to  this  and  other 
matters  is  always  entitled  to  every  considera- 
tion from  the  Council.  But  there  is  one  thing 
which  I  should  wish  to  explain  to  the  Council : 
that  this  sketch,  which  is  here  before  us,  is  of 
a  very  general  character.  It  is,,  of  course,  one 
of  those  things  which  had  to  be  done  in  the 
greatest  possible  haste,  because,  after  the  line 
had  been  decided  upon  by  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives,  it  was  necessary  to  take  immediate 
action,  with  the  view  of  preventing  any  inter- 
lerence  in  the  carrying  into  operation  of  this 
scheme  of  railway  construction.  I  may  say 
Hon,  Mr,  WiUianuan 


that  it  is  not  intended  by  the  Government  to 
take  possession  of  or  to  purchase  the  whole  cd. 
the  Umd  within  this  area.  No  doubt  the  lami 
will  be  limited  within  a  short  time.  As  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  soys,  it  is  only  right 
that,  as  the  Government  is  likely  to  expoid 
large  sums  of  money  in  the  construction  of 
this  railway  to  connect  two  large  and  impof* 
tant  towns,  it  should  have  some  of  the  laige 
advantages  likely  to  be  obtained  by  this  re- 
stricting measure.  I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  anything  to  reply  to.  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  Bill  has  been  favoiirably  received;  and,  if 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  Council,  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  its  being  referred  to  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee ;  bat  I  ask  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  not  permit  of  any  delay  in  con- 
nection with  the  matter,  and  that  they  will  not 
restrict  the  action  of  the  Govemmeiit.  I  can 
say  to  my  honourable  friend  that,  so  far  as  the 
Gk)vermnent  is  concerned,  the  penal  clauses  of 
this  Bill  will  be  put  into  operation  against  of- 
fenders. I  shoula  like  to  see  put  into  operation 
the  penal  clauses  of  the  other  measure  referred 
to.  This  Government  has  heard  of  no  negotia- 
tions which  would  in  any  degree  bring  fxsnonfl 
within  any  of  the  penal  clauses  of  the  Ad 
now  in  existence ;  but,  if  any  negotiations  of 
such  a  character  are  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  Government,  I  can  assure  honouiahle 
members  that,  no  matter  who  the  offendeis 
may  be,  the  provisions  of  the  law  will  be  en- 
forced against  them. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

WANGANUI  HARBOUR  BOARD  EM- 
POWERING BILL. 

The  following  reasons  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  disagreeing  with  the  insertion  of 
the  word  "exercisable"  in  clauses  9  and  11 
were  considered : — 

''The  House  of  Representatives  considezs 
that  it  is  unfair  to  count  all  those  on  the  roll 
who  do  not  vote  as  against  the  rating  provided 
in  the  Bill.  That  there  is  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining the  number  of  exercisable  votes,  and 
that  a  dangerous  discretionary  power  is  left 
with  the  Returning  Officer.  That,  the  loan 
having  already  been  authorized,  and  the  works 
in  process  of  construction,  and  a  large  amoont 
of  money  having  been  expended,  a  serious  loss 
will  be  entailed  should  the  amendment  prevent 
the  sanction  of  a  reasonable  majority  of  tho 
ratepayers  from  being  obtained." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  he  could  have 
wished  to  move  that  the  Coimcil  agreed  with 
these  reasons ;  but,  the  matter  having  been  fully 
discussed  there,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  do 
that.  He  was  therefore  obliged  to  move,  That 
the  Council  insist  on  its  amendments  in  the 
Bill,  and  forward  its  reasons  for  such  insist* 
ance. 

Motion  agreed  to« 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  moved,  That  the 
Hon.  Dr.  Grace,  the  Hon.  Dr.  Pollen,  and  the 
Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  Richmond  be  a  Committee  to 
draft  reasons  for  such  insistanoe. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  said  he  would 
not  oppose  the  moticm ;  but,  at  the  same  time^ 
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he  hoped  his  honourable  friend  would  see  the 
propiiety  of  not  going  any  farther  with  the 
Bill.  He  had  that  evening  received  a  telegram 
fiDm  an  influential  gentleman  at.  Wanganui, 
who  he  believed  —  but  was  not  sure — wa.8  a 
member  of  the  Harbour  Board.  He  referred 
to  Mr.  Watt.  Mr.  Watt  stated  that  the  Board 
had  decided  to  abandon  the  Bill  till  next  ses- 
Don,  and  he  (Mr.  Watcrhouse)  imagined  from 
tiiis  that  the  Board  itself  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  not  desirable  to  proceed 
with  the  Bill,  seeing  the  strong  diversity  of 
opinion  there  was  on  it ;  and,  there  being  no 
immediate  necessity  for  proceeding  with  the 
Bill,  the  Board  probably  hoped,  by  a  little  delay, 
to  smooth  down  the  difEerences  that  had  arisen 
in  the  matter,  and  obtain  from  the  whole 
community  concerned  something  like  unity 
of  action.  Probably  his  honourable  friend 
would  shortly  receive  a  communication  similar 
to  that  be  had  himself  received,  which,  he 
thought,  pointed  out  the  course  most  desirable 
to  adopt,  in  the  interests  of  the  locality  itself. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  said  he  had  received 
no  information  from  the  promoters  of  the  Bill, 
who,  he  believed,  were  still  prepared  to  go 
on  with  it.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  had 
alluded  to  Mr.  Watt  as  "influential."  That 
gentleman  once  had  influence  in  Wanganui; 
but  he  (Mr.  Wilson)  did  not  know  that  he  had 
now.  Mr.  Watt  at  one  time  thought  himself 
Wanganui  ;  but  that  wa.s  not  the  case  now. 

The  Committee  brought  up  the  following 
leaBons  for  insistance,  which  were  agreed  to  by 
the  Council : — 

"  1.  That  the  majority  required  is  a  reason- 
able majority  of  ^e  ratepayers,  because  it 
affords  the  only  satisfactory  guarantee  that 
the  ratepayers  are  sufficiently  advertised  of  the 
peimanent  liability  to  which  their  property 
will  be  subjected  by  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
posal. 

"2.  That  the  means  of  ascertaining  the 
number  of  votes  '  exercisable '  is  to  be  found  by 
counting  the  number  of  votes  capable  of  being 
exercised  by  ratepayers  previous  to  the  taking 
of  the  poll. 

"3.  That,  as  the  works  in  process  of  con- 
Btruction  under  the  present  contract  are  not 
completed,  it  will  prove  both  simple  and  inex- 
pensive to  provide  the  necessary  protection  for 
the  end  of  the  pier,  which  is  still  in  shallow 
water ;  therefore  no  serious  loss  will  be  entailed 
should  the  amendment  prevent  the  sanction  of 
a  reasonable  majority  of  the  ratepayers  from 
being  obtained." 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to 
ten  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPBESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  6th  November,  1884, 

Third  Beading  —  Waste  Lands  Committee— Gold 
Fie]d»— Railway  Employes'  Holidays— Greoaoting 
Sleepers- Bail  ways  Authorization  Bill- Trade 
with  Indi&— Gollingwood  Coal  Fields— Supply- 
Public  Works— Supply. 

Mr.  Sp£ak£B  took  the  chair  at  half -past  two 
o'clock. 

Prayebs. 

THIBD  BEADING. 
Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill. 

WASTE  LANDS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON,  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman,  brought  up  a  report  from  this 
Committee,  recommending  that  the  Chainnau 
be  paid  dBlOO  for  his  services,  and  moved.  That 
the  report  be  referred  to  the  Government  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  STOUT  regretted  that  the  matter  had ' 
not  been  brought  up  before,  so  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  have  made  provision  on  the  sup- 
plementary estimates  for  giving  effect  to  this 
report.  However,  if  they  understood  that  it 
was  the  .desire  of  the  House  that  this  payment 
should  be  made,  they  would  carry  out  that  de- 
sire. 

Mr.  SEDDON  thought  it  was  the  unanimoua 
feeling  of  the  House  that  the  request  should 
be  granted.  He  wished  to  do  justice  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  held  the  position 
of  Chairmsui  of  the  Waste  Lands  Committee, 
for  his  work  was  done  well ;  and  he  (Mr.  Seddou) 
did  not  see  why  a  similar  pa3naient  should  not 
be  made  to  him  to  that  which  was  made  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Gold  Fields  Committee. 

Mr.  SHBIMSKI  hoped  the  House  would 
pause  before  they  did  anything  of  the  sort  that 
was  here  proposed.  No  doubt  this  proposal 
came  down  in  consequence  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  Gold  Fields  Committee,  and  he  re- 
gretted that  the  House  should  go  on  incurring  • 
greater  liabilities  than  had  hitherto  been  in- 
curred in  connection  with  these  Committees. 
He  looked  upon  it  that  an  honourable  member 
was  placed  in  a  proud  position  when  he  was 
intrusted  with  the  duty  of  presiding  over  & 
body  appointed  to  ascertain  what  were  the  re- 
quirements of  those  who  petitioned  the  House> 
and  the  honour  should  be  sufficient  remunersr 
tion  without  their  coming  to  the  House  asking 
for  pay.  He  did  not  object  to  this  particular 
vote,  but  only  to  the  extension  of  a  bad  system. 
If  these  Chairmen  were  to  be  paid,  ho  really 
saw  no  reason  why  members  of  the  PubUc  Peti- 
tions Committee,  who  had  to  work  very  hard 
every  day,  from  the  beginning  of  the  session  to 
the  end  of  it,  should  not  also  be  paid. 

Mr.  BBOWN  agreed  to  a  large  extent  with 
what  had  been  said  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Oamaru.  There  was  a  time  when  the 
honour  of  being  Chairamn  of  one  of  these  Com- 
mittees was  quite  sufficient  payment.  The 
whole  subject  should  be  taken  into  considera* 
tion  by  the  House. 
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Mr.  GILLIE 6  'wished  to  raise  his  voice 
in  tiie  same  direction,  for  it  was  a  matter 
which  the  House  should  be  very  guarded  about. 
The  system  that  was  springing  up  was  one 
liable  to  a  great  deal  of  abuse.  In  this  par- 
ticular case  there  was  no  reason  to  fear  any 
abuse ;  but  he  felt  sure  that  a  system  of  pay- 
ing members  Qf  t&e  House  more  than  what 
they  were  entitled  to  in  the  ordinary  way  as 
honorarium  might  be  attended  with  abuse. 
The  public  generally  had  no  idea  that  such 
payments  were  made,  and  he  should  always 
raise  his  voice  against  the  system. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  said  he  had  agreed  tolhe 
report,  though  he  must  say  he  was  entirely 
averse  to  the  payment  of  Chairmen  of  Commit- 
tees. At  the  same  time,  other  Chairmen  were 
paid,  and,  as  this  Committee  had  important 
business  to  perform,  and  the  Chairman  had  to 
devote  a  good  deal  of  time  and  attention  to 
it,  he  (Mr.  Macandrew)  did  not  see  \^hy  he 
should  not  be  paid,  if  others  were.  Still,  the 
House  appeared  to  be  going  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion. 

Mr.  0*CONOR  said  the  matter  had  been  re- 
garded from  a  one-sided  point  of  vJew  by  mem- 
bers who  had  hitherto  spoken.  The  principle 
of  payment  for  special  services  had  been  all 
along  recognized  in  the  House,  as,  for  instance, 
in  the  case  of  the  Speaker  and  the  Chairman  of 
Committees,  and  if  the  House  was  going  to  re- 
consider the  question  all  such  pa3nnents  must 
be  brought  under  review.  It  was  simply  a 
question  of  degree.  He  was,  however,  at  a  loss 
to  see  what  objection  there  could  be  to  the 
present  system,  so  long  as  it  was  carried  out 
fairly,  for  the  Chairmen  of  these  Committees, 
by  giving  their  special  attention  to  matters 
coming  before  the  Committee,  saved  the  time 
of  members  generally,  and  greatly  facilitated 
the  progress  of  work.  He  hoped  this  motion 
would  be  agreed  to,  and,  if  necessary,  the  whole 
question  could  be  gone  into  next  session. 

Mr.  BRYCE  said  he  should  support  the 
motion,  because  he  considered  that  the  Chair- 
man of  this  Committee  had  just  as  much  work 
to  do  as  the  Chairmen  of  other  Committees, 
except,  perhaps,  the  Chairman  of  the  Public 
Petitions  Committee.  But  that  was  his  sole 
reason ;  and  his  supporting  the  motion  on  this 
occasion  would  not  prevent  him  next  session, 
or  whenever  the  question  arose,  from  voting 
against  all  such  payments,  with  the  single  ex- 
ception of  that  made  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Petitions  Committee. 

Mr.  SEDDON  moved,  That  the  word 
**  favourable  "  be  inserted  in  the  motion  before 
the  word  **  consideration."  The  House  should 
in  this  way  express  its  opinion,  so  that  all  the 
responsibility  of  paying  this  money  should  not 
rest  upon  the  Government. 

Amendment  agreed  to,  and  motion  amended 
and  agreed  to. 

GOLD  FIELDS. 

Mr.  PYKE  brought  up  a  general  report  from 
the  Gold  Fields  Conmiittee,  and  moved,  That 
the  report  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

The  House  divided.   . 
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Majority  for,  41. 


Motion  agreed  to. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES'  HOLIDAYS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STOUT,  it  was  ordered, 
That  the  questions  on  the  Order  Paper  be  post- 
poned till  next  dav. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  would  ask  to  be  al- 
lowed to  put  Question  No.  9,  addressed  to  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works,  as  follows :  If  it  is 
his  intention  to  give  immediate  effect  to  a  reso- 
lution of  this  House  of  the  9th  September  last 
respecting  the  holidays  of  railway  employes; 
and,  if  so,  will  such  railway  employes  receive 
a  holiday  on  Monday  next,  the  day  on  which 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  Birthday  wiU  be  cele- 
brated ?  Time  was  eveiything,  so  far  as  this 
question  was  concerned  ;  and  he  should  like  to 
have  an  answer  to  it  from  'the  Minister  that 
afternoon. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  it  woiild  be  most  unfair  M 
the  Government  to  answer  one  question  and  sot 
the  others. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  would  have  to  mo?e 
the  adjournment  of  the  House.  He  under- 
stood that  this  question  would  be  answered  in 
the  negative.  He  was  quite  sure,  however, 
that,  if  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  consi- 
dered this  question  for  one  moment,  be  would 
not  answer  it  in  the  negative.  On  the  9th  Sep- 
tember last  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
House  to  .the  effect  that  the  railway  employfis 
should  have  the  usual  holidays — the  Frince 
of  Wales's  Birthday,  the  Queen's  Birthday, 
Christmas  Day,  and  Good  Friday — and  he  of 
course  concluded  that  effect  would  be  given  to 
the  resolution,  immediately  to  find  it  was  vezy 
improbable  the  railway  employes*  would  have  a 
holiday  given  to  them  next  Monday.  He  wu 
very  much  surprised  at  this,  because  he  always 
considered  that  the  Minister  for  Public  Woihi 
was  one  of  those  gentlemen  who  would  deal 
liberally  and  fairly  with  any  of  their  employ^ 
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For  that  reason  he  pat  the  question  on  the 
Order  Paper.  It  was  of  great  importance  that 
this  question  should  be  answered  immediately. 
He  understood  it  was  very  probable  the  proro- 
l^ation  would  take  place  next  day,  and,  if  his 
question  were  answered  in  the  negative,  he 
would  be  precluded  from  taking  any  steps  to 
bare  the  resolution  of  the  House  enforced.  It 
was  for  that  reason  he  had  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  This  was  a  question  that 
ought  to  be  fairly  considered  by  all  m'embers 
^  the  House.  The  Civil  servants  had  no  end 
of  holidays  during  the  year.  They  had  not 
only  the  holidays  that  he  had  mentioned,  but 
ethers,  as  at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  the 
reception  of  the  Governor,  or  any  special  occa- 
sion. They  also  had  a  month's  holiday  every 
year;  and  if  they  desired  to  have  a  day  or 
two  days  to  play  cricket,  or  wanted  to  go  to 
Sydney  to  play  in  a  football  match,  they  got 
leave  on  full  pay.  It  was  therefore  only  fair 
that  the  railway  employes,  who  were  also  Go- 
vernment officials,  should  have  the  holidays  he 
had  mentioned.  At  the  present  time  they  had 
not  a  solitary  holiday  during  the  year.  They 
worked  hard  all  the  time,  and  he  was  quite 
«are  that  if  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
was  in  a  blacksmith's  shop  at  Pitone,  working 
hard  day  after  day,  he  would  be  very  glad  to 
have  a  holiday.  These  men  were  kept  working 
day  after  day  from  early  morning  till  late  at 
ni^t,  and  it  was  hard  that  their  noses  should 
he  kept  to  the  grindstone  day  after  day  without 
-any  recreation.  That  was  most  unfair.  They 
were  ruining  their  health.  The  House  de- 
clared that  these  men  should  have  certain 
holidays  during  the  year.  Those  he  had  men- 
tioned could  not  interfere  with  the  work  of  the 
Bailway  Department,  as  they  were  only  for 
men  in  the  workshops  and  platelayers.     The 

Sards  and  stationmasters  had  one  week's  holi- 
y  every  year.  If  they  had  these  holidays, 
he  failed  to  see  why  other  railway  employes 
should  not  have  holidays  also.  The  foremen 
in  all  these  workshops — the  carpenters'  shops, 
blacksmiths'  shops,  and  so  on — ^were  allowed 
holidays  on  full  pay ;  and  why  should  their  sub- 
ordinates not  have  holidays  on  full  pay  also  ? 
These  men  were  good  colonists.  A  number 
<of  them  were  resident  in  the  district  he  repre- 
sented. They  were  honest,  hard-working  men, 
•and  were  acquiring  small  properties.  They  had 
families  to  ieep,  and  were  proving  useful  colo- 
nists—  colonists  that  we  ought  to  be  proud 
«f.  It  was  most  unfair  that,  when  these  rail- 
way employes  had  obtained  a  holiday,  their 
day's  pay  should  be  taken  from  them.  They 
ought  to  be  treated  as  the  Oivil  servants  were 
deiJt  with.  The  first  time  that  they  were 
recognized  as  Civil  servants  was  when  the 
10-per-cent.  reduction  took  place;  but,  when 
any  advantages  were  to  be  given,  they  were 
not  recognized  as  Civil  servants  at  all.  The 
argument  that  the  expense  would  be  very  great 
was  absurd.  He  thought  the  expense  of  giving 
these  men  five  holidays  in  the  year  would  be 
trifling  when  compared  with  the  expense  ol 
giving  Civil  servants  holidays  on  all  occasions 
trhen  they  chose  to  ask  for  them.    He  should 


not  have  taJcen  the  course  he  had  adopted  had 
he  not  considered  that  these  men  deserved  to 
be  treated  with  justice. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said,  if  he  was  rightly  in- 
formed, there  was  no  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  to  give  these 
men  a  day's  holiday,  but  that  they  should  not 
receive  that  holiday  on  a  day  when  their  ser- 
vices were  most  required.  Whether  or  not 
this  question  was  brought  forward  by  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  as  a  sop  to 
the  electors  he  could  not  say.  He  did  not  see 
the  necessity  for  giving  these  men  a  holiday 
when  the  general  public  were  looking  forward 
to  enjoying  that  day,  and  when  the  services  of 
the  railway  employes  were  most  required.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works  would  carry  out  the  promise  he  had 
given  on  a  former  occasion. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  thought  they  ought  to 
be  cautious  and  deprecate  any  interference  ot 
the  members  of  that  House  with  the  Govern- 
ment action  in  tliese  matters.  They  would 
destroy  the  whole  discipline  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice if  they  encouraged  such  a  line  of  proceed- 
ing. He  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
the  Government,  in  its  own  interest,  would 
do  what  was  right  in  the  matter.  He  did  not 
know  the  terms  of  the  resolution  which  had 
been  previously  passed  by  the  House,  but  he 
thought  it  was  unwise  and  impolitic  that  they 
should  bring  up  these  questions  in  the  House. 

Mr.  MOSS  agreed  with  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  that  it  was  not  wise  to 
interfere  between  the  Government  and  those  in 
their  service.  But,  if  he  understood  the  honour- 
able member  for  the  Hutt  rightly,  he  stated 
that  it  was  very  important,  if  the  holiday  was 
to  be  givfen,  it  should  be  intimated  as  soon  as 
possible,  so  that  the  employes  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  their  arrangements.  He 
should  be  glad  if  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  would  make  known  his  decision 
during  the  day,  as  it  was  not  merely  the  rail- 
way employes  in  Wellington  who  were  con- 
cerned, but  those  all  over  the  colony. 

Mr.  BBYCE  said  the  habit  honourable 
members  seemed  to  have  dropped  into  this 
session,  of  moving  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  for  the  ]pnrpose  of  discussing  questions, 
was  a  thing  which,  at  any  rate,  might  be  over- 
done. He  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
honourable  member  for  the  Hutt  was  acting 
within  his  strict  right,  but  he  questioned  very 
much  if  he  was  discreet  in  pulling  that  right 
as  he  had  done.  Honourable  members  were 
learning  this,  at  all  events :  that  if  they  had 
motions  upon  the  Paper  that  were  not  likely  to 
come  on,  tiiey  had  better  put  them  in  the  form 
of  questions,  and  then  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  House,  so  as  to  have  them  discussed  at 
the  moment.  If  some  honourable  members  got 
into  the  habit  of  doing  that,  other  honourable 
members  would  follow  thd  example.  Unles 
they  restrained  themselves  a  little,  the  rules  o 
the  Hduse  would  have  to  be  altered,  or  the 
would  come  to  a  block  altogether. 

Mr.  SUTTEB  objected  to  the  question  o 
railway  employes  being    continually  brough. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC  " 


442  Bcdlway  Employes'  Holidays.    [HOUSE.]       Creosoting  Sleepers.       [Nov.  6- 


up  in  the  House.  The  honourable  member 
for  the  Hutt  was  elected  by  a  considerable 
number  of  these  employes,  and  he  was  con- 
tinually bringing  tliem  up  on  the  floor  of  the 
House.  It  was  demoralizing  to  the  employes 
themselves  to  have  tnese  matters  brought  up 
ooncmually. 

Mr.  LE  VEST  AM  said,  with  regard  to  the 
observations  made  by  the  honourable  member 
for  Waitotara,  the  motion  for  adjournment 
of  the  House  was  the  only  means  honourable 
members  had  at  this  period  of  the  session  of 
getting  motions  discussed.  There  need  not 
have  been  any  waste  of  time  in  regard  to  this 
particular  matter.  A  resolution  was  jjassed  by 
a  large  majority  afi&rming  the  desirability  that 
these  men  should  be  paid  for  any  holiday  they 
received,  and  the  Qovemment  stated. that  it 
was  their  intention  to  carry  out  the  resolution. 
It  appeared  that  the  honourable  member  for 
the  Hutt  had  been  told  by  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  that  he  would  not  give  effect  to 
that  resolution. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— No. 

Mr.  LEVESTAM.— If  that  statement  was  in- 
correct, there  should  be  an  end  to  this  discus- 
sion. These  men,  who  were  only  getting  6s.  6d. 
a  day,  were  justly  entitled  to  the  same  State 
holidays  as  other  Civil  servants,  who  enjoyed 
all  sorts  of  privileges.  The  Govermuent,  with- 
out any  reason,  asked  that  additional  salaries 
should  be  paid  to  highly-paid  officials;  while 
they  at  the  same  time  refused  to  do  fair  jus- 
tice to  these  men,  who  were  really  underpaid. 
While  the  10-per-cent.  reduction  was  restored 
to  the  Civil  servants  the  reduction  was  made  to 
apply  to  these  men  up  to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  FITZKERBERT  need  not  have  taken 
up  the  time  of  the  House  if  the  Government 
had  extended  that  courtesy  which  they  should 
have  extended  in  answering  this  particular 
question.  He  had  asked  the  ^linister  for  Pub- 
Uo  Works  what  answer  he  intended  to  give  with 
regard  to  this  question,  and,  from  what  he  un- 
derstood from  him,  the  question  was  to  be 
answered  in  the  negative.  The  honourable 
member  for  Oamaru  stated  that  it  was  be- 
cause these  men  were  in  his  (Mr.  Fitzherbert's) 
electorate  that  he  had  raised  this  question. 
That  was  what  the  honourable  member  im- 
plied, if  he  did  not  say  it  in  so  many  words. 
He  was  not  surprised  at  such  a  remark  coming 
from  the  honourable  member.  If  the  honour- 
able member  would  stoop  to  do  such  things, 
he  (Mr.  Fitzherbert)  certainly  would  not. 
He  should  have  brought  the  master  forward 
whether  the  people  concerned  were  his  constitu- 
ents or  not:  in  fact,  very  few  of  them  were.  He 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  using  arguments  in 
favour  of  a  bad  cause  for  individuals  who  hap- 
pened to  be  his  constituents.  He  had  brought 
this  question  forward  simply  in  the  cause  of 
justice  to  these  men,  who  had  not  a  single 
holiday  in  the  year.  He  must  apologize  for 
taking  up  the  time  of  the  House ;  but  it  was 
not  his  fault,  as  he  would  not  have  mo^ed  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  if  the  Government 
had  only  given  him  a  satisfactory  answer. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 
Mr,  Sutter 


CREOSOTING  SLEEPERS. 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Minister  for  PabUe' 
Works,  If  he  is  awajre  that  the  duty  on  creo- 
sote and  the  tanks  in  which  it  is  imported  is 
equal  to  Is.  per  railway-sleeper  creosoted,  and 
whether,  in  calling  for  tenders,  he  will  make 
silch  arrangements  as  shall  obviate  the  neces- 
sity that  would  otherwise  exist  of  having  re- 
course to  the  troublesome  and  tedious  process- 
of  rebate  or  drawback  ?  He  was  led  to  put  the- 
question  by  having  received,  through  the  inter- 
vention of  the  honourable  member  for  Caver- 
sham,  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  Dunedin 
who  had  given  considerable  attention  to  this 
subject.  In  that  letter  the  following  passage 
occurred : — 

"  Another  difficulty  in  creosoting  sleepers  has 
cropped  up,  which  may  easily  be  settled  during 
the  Assembly.  I  find  that  15  per  cent,  duty  ia 
chargeable  upon  creosote  imported,  which  looks 
scarcely  fair,  when  jarrah  from  Western  Aus- 
tralia comes  in  free;  and,  as  I  represented 
before,  there  should  be  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  such  places  when  such  free  importations 
are  allowed.  Rebating  or  returning  the  duty 
to  contractors  on  Government  works  has  been 
established  in  the  case  of  importations  of 
cement,  iron,  &c.,  when  the  importation  is 
specially  declared  upon  arrival;  otherwise,  if 
imported  in  the  usual  way  .of  commerce,  even 
when  used  for  Government  works  afterwards, 
a  duty  is  charged.  This  seems  a  roundabout 
way  of  collecting  revenue.  I  think  the  im« 
portation  should  be  cither  subject  to  duty  or 
free  of  duty ;  and  the  present  practice  may  lead 
to  abuses,  especially  as  municipal  and  county 
works  do  not  get  this  advantage.*' 

It  appeared  that  the  quantity  of  creosote 
which  could  be  obtained  from  the  gasworks  in 
the  colony  would  not  be  sufficient  to  cany  out 
the  process  on  the  scale  needed,  and  therefore 
creosote  would  have  to  be  imported. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  repUed  that,  if 
creosote  were  imported  for  this  particular  pur- 
pose, it  would  be  allowed  to  come  in  duty-free* 

RAILWAYS  AUTHORIZATION  BILL. 
Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.  — Sir,  I  have  to- 
move  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  I 
will  just  shortly  refer  to  the  various  items, 
contained  in  it  which  it  is  proposed  to  autfao* 
rize.  In  the  first  instance,  the  Bill  proposes 
to  authorize  a  branch  line  of  railway  from 
the  main  line  of  the  Whangarei-Kamo  Rail- 
way to  the  Whauwhau  Colliery.  The  previous 
Government  entered  into  an  arrangement  to 
construct  this  line  on  the  condition  that  the 
whole  of  the  cost  should  be  paid  down  to  the  j 
Government,  or  that  a  sufficient  guarantee 
should  be  given  for  the  payment  of  the  cost. 
Tenders  have  been  received  for  the  constniction 
of  the  line;  but  the  work  has  not  been  com-  | 
menced,  the  necessary  funds  not  having  been 
provided.  It  is  expected  that  they  will  soon  be* 
however,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  that  legal 
authority  should  be  taken  for  the  constnic* 
tion  of  the  line.  Clause  5  refers  to  a  proposal 
practically  to  bridge  the  Waikato  River  at  a. 
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place  caHed  Huntley.  This  work  was  referred 
to  last  night  during  the  discussion  on  the 
supplementary  estimates.  I  should  state  that 
this  matter  was  brought  under  my  notice  by 
the  department  almost  immediately  after  I 
took  office;  and  it  came  before  me  in  this 
way:  I  was  asked  to  authorize  the  expen- 
diture of  a  considerable  sum  of  money  at 
Mercer  for  extending  the  accommodation  for 
ooal  traffic  there  to  meet  the  traffic  in  coal 
coming  from  the  mine  at  Huntley,  a  place 
about  twenty-eight  miles  up  the  river,  the 
ooal  being  brought  down  to  Mercer  by  the 
river.  Plans  had  been  prepared  for  this 
bridge;  but  I  caused  inquiries  to  be  made, 
and  I  found  that  the  plans  could  be  very 
much  modified,  and  that  the  estimated  cost 
of  connecting  the  mine  with  the  railway  by 
means  of  a  bridge  over  the  river  would  be 
something  like  £10,000.  Various  representa- 
tions had  been  made  before  by  persons  repre- 
senting the  local  bodies ;  but,  up  to  the  tmie 
when  the  general  estimates  came  down,  no 
arrangement  had  been  made  which  I  could  re- 
Gonunend  to  the  House  for  acceptance.  After 
the  Public  Works  Statement  had  been  deli- 
vered, however,  a  proposal  was  made  which 
seemed  to  me  to  got  over  the  difficulty.  The 
people  who  would  be  primarily  benefited  by 
this  work  were  a  private  company,  and  they 
made  a  proposal  by  which  they  are  prepared  to 
enter  into  any  guarantee  wluch  the  Oovem- 
ment  may  choose  to  demand  that  they  shall, 
over  a  period  of  years,  provide  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  coaJ  for  carriage  between  their  mine  and 
Mercer,  on  the  understanding  that  the  railway 
shall  get  the  carriage  of  this  coal  from  Mercer 
to  Aucklajid.  Now,  the  carriage  of  the  quan- 
tity of  coal  which  this  company  have  offered  to 
bind  themselves  to  dbliver  will  produce  a  gross 
revenue  to  the  railway  of  close  on  £8,000  a 
year,  or  a  net  revenue  of  something  like  £1,200.. 
The  present  loss  to  the  railway  is  that  it  does 
not  get  the  carriage  of  coal  from  Huntley  to 
Mercer ;  and  not  only  loses  that,  but  the  gene- 
ral goods  traffic,  which  the  steamers  engaged  in 
carrying  this  coal  down  the  river,  owing  to  their 
having  no  back  cargo,  are  ready  to  take  up  for  a 
mere  trifle.  That  is  a  loss  which  is  increasing 
from  day  to  day.  If  this  bridge,  however,  is 
oonstmcted,  the  railway  will  get  the  major 
part  of  the  coal  traffic  from  Huntley,  and  also 
the  gdods  traffic  ;  and  an  expenditure  of  some- 
thing like  £3,000  will  be  inmiediately  saved. 
It  is  only  a  question  of  a  year  or  two  in  any 
case  when  this  bridge  must  bo  constructed. 
These  are  the  whole  circumstances  of  the  case ; 
and  that  is  why  this  clause  has  been  inserted 
in  the  Bill,  and  an  amount  brought  down  on 
the  estimates  to  enable  the  Government  to 
oonstmct  the  bridge. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— Will  the  honourable  mem- 
ber lay  the  guarantee  on  the  table  of  the 
House? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— There  is  no  objec- 
tion to  doing  that  during  next  session,  and  I 
do  not  suppose  the  contract  will  be  completed 
before  then.  The  next  clause— the  6th— has 
ori^^juited  in  this  way:   Proposals  have  been 


made  by  a  private  company  to  construct  a  line 
from  a  coal  mine  at  Kaitangata  to  the  main 
line,  under  the  Railways  Construction  and 
Land  Act ;  but  the  Government  have  not  seen 
their  way  to  give  land  in  terms  of  that  Act, 
and  an  arrangement  such  as  that  referred  to  in 
this  clause  has  been  suggested,  and  this  pro- 
vision is  inserted  to  enable  the  proprietors  of 
this  mine,  if  they  are  really  in  earnest,  to  get 
their  branch  line  constructed.  Clause  8  enables 
a  branch  line  already  made,  from  Wairio  to  the 
Township  of  Nightcaps,  to  be  legally  worked 
by  the  Government.  There  are  two  other  pro- 
posals in  the  Bill.  One  is  to  extend  the  railway- 
line  from  New  Plymouth  to  the  breakwater  at 
Moturoa.  It  is  considered  advisable  to  take 
power  to  construct  the  line  and  acquire  the  land 
necessary  for  its  construction  before  the  land 
in  the  neighbourhood  becomes  too  valuable. 
The  other  is  a  formal  authorization  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  Northern  Trunk  Railway-line, - 
the  route  being  specified  as  particularly  as  it  is 
considered  wise  to  specify  it  at  present.  These 
are  the  main  provisions  of  the  Bill,  of  which  I 
now  move  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  should  like  to  ask  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works,  with  -reference  to  .the' 
fourth  item  in  the  schedule — the  North  Island 
Main  Trunk  Railway — which,  it  is  stated,  is  to 
start  from  a  point  at  or  near  Marton  to  Te 
Awamutu  via  Murimotu,  Taumarunui,  and  the 
Ongarahu  Valley — whether,  if  the  Bill  is  passed 
in  that  way,  it  will  compel  the  Government  to 
begin  the  line  at  the  Marton  end,  because  to 
my  mind  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  Te  Awamtita 
end  is  the  more  desirable  end  to  begin  at.  Tho 
railway  now  runs  to  Te  Awamutu,  and  to  extend 
it  from  that  point  seems  desirable.  I  do  not. 
wish  to  express  any  positive  opinion  upon  the 
matter,  and  of  course  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  will  be  guided  by  the  inquiries  which  he 
may  make  in  future.  At  the  same  time,  this . 
schedule,  as  printed,  seems  to  prevent  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  free  judgment,  and  compels  the  - 
Government  to  commence  the  line  at  Marton. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— I  take  it  that  this  . 
is  the  ordinary  form  of  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  justified  imder  this  clause  in 
beginning  the  line  at  whatever  point  they  think 
fit. 

Dr.  NEWMAN. — ^As  this  point  has  come  up, 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  Minister  for  Pubho 
Works  if  he  is  able  to  state  whether  this  line 
will  come  down  the  banks  of  the  Wangaehu,, 
or  down  the  banks  of  the  Rangitikei  River,  or 
to  Marton  direct.  There  is  a  considerable  dif- 
ference between  these  three  routes,  and  I  dO' 
not  know  that  anything  has  yet  been  settled. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— With  regard  to  the> 
line  coming  down  the  banks  of  the  Wangaehu, 
I  may  say  almost  positively  that  there  is  no 
chance  of  that.  That  line  would  be  a  very 
unsuitable  one.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  it  is 
very  probable  that  the  line  will  be  parried  into- 
Maorton  direct. 

Mr.  LARNACH.— Can  the  Minister  tell  us 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  guarantee  that  is. 
required  with  regard  to  this  Waikato-Huntley 
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line  ?    What  is  the  guarantee  that  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  aak  from  the  company  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— The  guarantee  wiU 
have  to  be  such  as  will  satisfy  the  Solicitor- 
General  or  the  Attorney-General  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  absolutely  safe  from  any  loss. 
•  Mr.  LARNACH.— But  what  are  the  terms  of 
the  guarantee  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— The  matter  has 
not  yet  been  considered  by  the  Government. 
'The  company  are  prepared  to  give  such  a  gua- 
rantee as  the  Government  may  insist  upon. 

Mr.  WILSON.— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  whether  there  is  any 
necessity  for  including  in  the  schedule  the  ex- 
tension of  the  liue  from  New  Plymouth  down 
to  the  breakwater.  A  couple  of  years  ago  the 
Harbour  Board  themselves  were  prepared  to 
carry  out  this  work,  but  now  it  seems  that  it 
is  proposed  as  one  of  the  public  works  of  the 
'Oolony. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON.— And  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Minister  whether  he  has  had  his  atten- 
tion drawn  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  vB,luable 
piece  of  land  about  there  belonging  to  the 
colony,  which,  now  that  it  is  determined  that  a 
prison  shall  not  be  erected  there,  should  revert 
to  the  colony  and  be  available  to  be  dealt 
■with. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— The  matter  has  not 
been  officially  brought  before  me  ;  but,  now  the 
honourable  gentleman  mentions  it,  I  recollect 
that  there  is  a. piece  of  land  there.  I  will  look 
into  the  matter.  With  regard  to  the  other 
question,  I  may  say  that  it  has  been  strongly 
urged  by  officers  of  the  department  that  it 
•would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  that  this 
short  line,  which  must  be  made — I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  it  will  be  made  directly — should  not 
be  made  as  part  of  the  Government  lines,  but 
be  allowed  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  any  other 
body. 

Mr.  FULTON.  — With  reference  to  this 
Huntley  line,  I  would  point  out  that  not  only 
does  it  open  up  a 'coal  mine  which  is  the  pro- 
perty of  a  private  company,  but  it  also  opens  a 
large  block  of  land  which  is  the  property  of  a 

Srivate  company ;  and  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
linister  whether,  as  this  bridge  will  give  con- 
venient access  to  this  property,  he  does  not 
think  that  that  company  should  make  some 
contribution  to  the  cost  of  the  bridge.  They 
will  derive  great  benefit  from  the  bridge,  for 
there  is  no  other  means  of  communication  be- 
tween one  side  of  the  river  and  the  other  for  a 
long  distance  down,  and  this  bridge  is  to  be 
used  as  a  traffic  bridge  as  well  as  a  railway 
bridge. 

Mr.  HAMLIN. — There  is  one  omission  from 
the  Bill  which  I  am  sorry  to  see,  inasmuch  as 
correspondence  which  has  passed  between  my- 
self and  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  led  me 
to  suppose  that  a  line  that  is  not  in  the  sche- 
dule would  be  there.  I  allude  to  the  Mauku 
to  Waiuku  (West  Coast)  Railway.  I  can  speak 
upon  the  subject  with  considerable  authority, 
and  I  say  there  is  no  other  railway  which  could 
be  made  by  the  Government  which  would  pay 
'80  handsomely  as  that,  while  other  railways  are 
Mr,  Lamach 


being  constnicted  which  ore  not  paying  as  well 
as  they  should  do.  A  promise  was  certainly 
made,  when  a  flying  survey-  was  completed 
twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  that  this  line 
should  be  included  among  any  other  railwa^n 
authorized  dK)  be  constructed.  But  this  line  is 
not  in  the  Bill.  It  was  a  railway  reported  upon 
by  a  Commission  that  went  round  for  the  pur- 
pose some  years  ago ;  and  I  certainly  wish  to 
know  why  it  is  this  railway  has  been  left  out, 
while  others  which  have  never  been  reported  on 
by  a  Conmiission,  and  which  the  country  never 
expected  to  be  made,  have  been  placed  in  the 
schedule. 

Mr.  BROWN.— I  am  pleased  that  the  Go- 
vemment  propose  to  extend  the  main  line  to 
the  New  Plymouth  Harbour  works.  I  think 
it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  have  dual 
control  over  such  a  small  line.  I  look  upon  it 
as  a  line  that  will- pay  very  well. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— With  reference  to 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for  the 
Taieri,  I  have  stated  that  it  was  proposed  to 
make  this  bridge  a  traffic  bridge  as  well  as  a 
railway  bridge,  for  the  special  reason  that  foi 
eighty  miles  along  that  river  there  is  no  means 
of  crossing  except  by  canoe  or  punt.  Although 
there  is  a  block  of  private  land  there — ^which 
has  been  a  bar  to  bridging  the  river  for  some 
years  past — ^the  Crown  has  also  got  a  very  laige 
block  of  land,  a  great  deal  of  which  is  fit  for 
settlement  and  is  being  surveyed,  and  this 
bridge  will  supply  it  with  easy  means  of  commu- 
nication. Wilii  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Franklin  South,  that 
railway  had  been  before  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment for  some  time,  and  had  been  partly 
surveyed  by  them  twelve  months  ago.  But  it 
was  ULOught  that,  if  it  were  put  into  this  scfie- 
dule,  it  might  raise  the  hopes  of  the  people  in 
the  district  that  it  would  be  constructed  at  an 
early  date,  while  at  the  same  time  I  cannot 
hold  out  hopes  that  it  will  be  so. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  4. — Cost  of  branch  line  to  Whan- 
whau  Colliery  to  be  first  paid  to  the  colony, 
or  bank  guarantee  for  cost  lodged  with  Colonial 
Treasurer. 

Mr.  LARNACH  moved,  That  progress  be  re- 
ported. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  6. 
AUwright 
Hursthouse 
O'Conor 
Tumbull. 


Tellen. 
Lamach 
Smith. 


Ballance 

Barron 

Beetham 

Bevan 

B.-Bradshaw 

Brown 

Bruce 

Bryce 

ConoUy 

Cowan 


Noes,  58. 
Dargaville 
Dodson 
Fitzherbert 
Fraser 
Fulton 
Garrick 
Gillies 
Guinness 
Harper 
Hirst,  H. 


Hobbs 

Holmes 

Joyce 

Lake 

Lance 

Levestam 

Locke 

Macandrew 

Macartiiuz 

McKenaOaJ. 
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tfenteath 

Bussell 

Trimble 

H088 

Seddon 

Vogel 

Ne^vman 

Shephard 

Wakefield 

Pe&Gock 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Walker 

PeaiHon 

Stout 

White,  W. 

Pere 

Sutter 

Wilson. 

Bichardson,  E.  Taiaroa 

Richardson, 

G.  Thompson,  T. 

Tellera. 

RoUeston 

Thomson,  J.  W.  Duncan 

Boss 

Tole 

Moat. 

Majority  against,  52. 

Motion  negatived. 

Clause  5. 

—Branch  line  across  Waikato  at 

Huntley  authorized  under  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved,  That  the  clause  be 

Btruck  out. 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  49. 

Atkinson 

Hursthouse 

Bussell 

Ballance 

Joyce 

Shephard 

Beetham 

Lake 

Steward,  W.J. 

Bevan 

Lance 

Stewart,  W.D. 

Brown 

Levestam 

Stout 

Bruce 

Locke 

Sutter 

Biyce 

McKenzie,  J. 

Taiaroa 

Conolly 

Menteath 

Thompson,  T. 

Cowan 

Moat 

Tole 

Daigaville 

Moss 

Trimble 

Duncan 

Pearson 

Vogel 

Fulton 

Pere 

Walker 

Garrick 

Pyke 

WUson. 

GUlies 

Biohardson,  E 

, 

Guinness 

Bichardson,  G 

Tellers, 

Hirst.  H. 

BoUeston 

Fitzherbert 

Hobbs 

Boss 

Noes,  8. 

Peacock. 

Allwright 

0*Gonor 

Tellers. 

Barron 

Thomson,  J.  W.  Shrimski 

Lamach 

TumbuU. 

Smith. 

Majority  against,  41. 
Amendment  negatived. 
Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

TBADE  WITH  INDIA. 
Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  have  some  information  to 
give  to  the  House  which  I  think  will  interest 
honourable  members  very  much.  It  may  be 
remembered  that  some  time  aso,  in  reply  to  a 
question  put  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Waimate  with  regard  to  the  Government  taking 
steps  to  ascertain  whether  a  trade  could  be 
promoted  between  this  colony  and  India,  I 
said  that  the  Government  had  already  insti- 
tuted inquiries.  The  inquiries  were  contained 
in  a  telegram  which  had  been  sent  to  Sir  James 
Pergusson,  Governor  of  Bombay,  who,  we  know, 
has  always  taken  the  liveliest  interest  in  New 
Zealand,  and  has  always  desired  to  serve  it 
since  the  termination  of  his  Governorship  here. 
The  telegram  sent  to  Sir  James  Fergusson  was 
as  follows:  "Is  there  any  prospect  of  New 
Zealand  frozen  mutton  and  fine  woollen  fabrics 
finding  a  market  in  India  ?  Your  reply  to  New 
Zealand  will  greatly  oblige."  To-day. I  re- 
ceived a  reply  as  follows  :  *'  Mutton  experiment 
feasible ;  but  more  hopeful  at  Calcutta.  If  de- 
aired,  would  suggest  local  agent  to  arrange. 


European  daily  consumption  mutton,  Bombay^ 
two  hundred  sheop.  Natives,  except  Parsees, 
eat  only  fresh-killed."  Although  the  consump*  ' 
tion  in  Bombay  is  not  very  largo,  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that,  if  meat  is  more  freely 
available,  the  consumption  may  largely  in- 
crease, and  I  am  informed,  on  good  authority, 
that  in  Calcutta  there  is  a  consumption  of 
at  least  five  times  as  much.  The  matter 
seems  to  be  one  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  further  inquired  into.  I  have  placed  my- 
self in  communication  on  the*  subject  with  the 
honourable  member  for  Cheviot,  who  moved 
for  a  Select  Committee  to  inquire,  in  connec- 
tion with  a  similar  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  into  the  sheep  and  rabbit  ques- 
tion ;  and  the  honourable  member  for  Cheviot 
(Mr.  Lance)  has  agreed  to  endeavour  to  con- 
vene a  meeting  next  week,  in  Christchurch, 
of  those  interested  in  the  frozen -meat  in- 
dustry, with  a  view  of  considering  whether 
the  matter  is  of  sufficient  importsuice  to  war- 
rant the  despatch  of  an  experienced  a.gent 
to  India  to  see  if  arrangements  could  be  inade 
for  sending  regular  shipments  of  frozen  meat' 
to  India.  I  have  told  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, on  behalf  of  the  Government,  that,  if  it  is- 
decided  by  those  interested  in  the  industry 
th^.t  it  is  desirable  to  send  such  an  agent 
Home,  the  Government  would  favourably  con- 
sider the  question  of  bearing  a  portion  of  the 
expense.  It  is  stated  in  the  report  before 
alluded  to  that,  out  of  the  Sheep  Fund  proper,, 
there  is  a  considerable  surplus  left  for  ex- 
penditure, and  I  think  it  would  be  legitimate 
to  use  a  part  of  this  fund  on  a  purpose  which 
promises  to  promote  the  interests  of  those  who 
pay  the  taxation,  and  are  so  greatly  concerned 
in  the  frozen-meat  industry.  The  matter  is 
one  of  considerable  importance,  and  I  am  sure 
honourable  members  will  feel  gratified  to  know^ 
that  Sir  James  Fergusson  continues  to  take  so 
warm  an  interest  in  the  colony. 

COLLINGWOOD  COAL  FIELDS. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Mr.  HUBSTHOUSE  said,— Sir,  as  I  am  suf- 
fering from  what  I  consider,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
to  be  the  great  injustice  which  the  part  of  the 
country  I  represent  is  sustaining  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  I  wish  to  move  a  resolu- 
tion, to  which  I  hope  the  Govenmient  will 
accede.  The  policy  which  has  been  enimciated 
by  the  present  Government  in  reference  to- the 
development  of  the  local  industries  of  New 
Zealand,  more  especially  the  coal  industry,  is 
so  well  known  to  this  House  that  it  does  not 
devolve  upon  me  at  present  to  say  an}rthing 
in  reference  to  it,  excepting  that  very  large 
concessions  have  been  given  to  the  collieries  at 
Wcstport  and  Greymouth,  with  the  object  of 
developing  the  coal  industries  in  those  localities, 
and  there  is  a  deep  sense  of  injustice  felt  by 
the  people  I  represent  that  their  applications 
for  assistance  in  developing  the  coal  mdustries 
of  that  part  of  the  country  have  been  received 
with  a  deaf  ear.  I,  in  conjunction  with  other 
members  from  the  Nelson  District,  waited  on 
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the  Government  in  the  early  part  of  the  session, 
and  brought  before  them  certain  matters  in 
connection  with  the  coal  industry  in  the  CoUing- 
vrood  District.  We  were  led  to  believe,  by  the 
Minister  of  Mines  and  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  that  they  would  take'  this  matter  into 
consideration.  Subsequently,  I  asked  the 
Minister  of  Mines  whether  he  would  place  on 
the  estimates  a  sufficient  sum  to  construct  a 

.  tramway  to  connect  those  coal  fields  with  deep 
water  in  the  harbour.  He  informed  me  that,  the 
coal  mines  being  private  property,  the  colony 
would  not  be  justified  in  spending  any  sum  of 
money  in  assisting  them.  I  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  honourable  gentleman  would 
wilfully  make  a  misstatement,  but  I  may  say 
that  these  particular  coal  fields  are  in  exactly 
the  same  position  as  the  coal  fields  on  the  West 

.  Coast :  that  is  to  say,  they  are  Crown  property, 
leased  from  the  Crown  to  certain  coal  com- 
panies and  individuals,  and  are  subject  to  rents 
and  royalties  to  exactly  the  same  extent  as  the 
coal  fields  on  the  West  Coast.  I  fail  to  see  why 
assistance  should  not  be  given  to  all  alike.  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  by  going  into  the 
peculiar  advantages  of  the  trade  in  this  par- 
ticular locality  further  than  to  say  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  coal  deposits  at 
CdUingwood  are  equal  in  quality  to  any  in 
New  Zealand.  It  is  true  the  seams  are  not 
'80  large  as  those  on  the  West  Coast ;  but  still 
the  coal  has  been  tried,  both  theoretically  and 
practically,  and  has  proved  to  be  excellent  in 
quality  for  all  purposes.  It  has  been  tried  by 
the  Locomotive  Department  and  by  the  Union 
Steamship  Company,  and  has  given  ample 
satisfaction;  and  the  only  reason  why  these 
coal  fields  cannot  be  further  developed  is  the 

.  want  of  communication  ^vith  a  port  where 
larger  vessels  can  enter.     I  would  point  out  to 

•  the  Government  that,  by  the  expenditure  of  a 
sum  not  exceeding  £5,000,  the  revenue  derived 
from  the  royalty  payable  under  the  lease  would 
increase  from  about  £100  a  year  to  £1,000;  so 
that  it  would  really  be  a  paying  speculation  for 

'  the  colony,  as  there  would  be  an  increase  in 
the  revenue  of  something  like  900  per  cent., 

-  and  this  trade  would  incresbse  largely  as  the 

.  coal  deposits  are  developed.  I  move  the  fol- 
lowing resolution :  That,  with  the  object  of 
developing  the  coal  industry  of  Collingwood, 
the  Government  will,  during  the  recess,  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  by  some  competent  officer 
AS  to  the  desirability  «of  connecting  the  coal 
fields  in  that  district  with  deep  water,  and 
report  to  this  House  early  next  session. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY. 

IN  COMMITTEE. 

PUBIilC   WORKS   FUND. 

Class  III. — Eailways. 

New  works — Construction  and  land — Branch 

line  of    railway  from    the  Kaipara-Waikato 

main  line  across  the  Waikato  River  at  Huntley, 

JB10,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Surveys,  New  Lines. 
Compensation  to  C.  W.  Hursthouse  and  W. 
Mr.  Eursthoitse 


Newsham  for  detention  by  Maoris,  £200,agEe6d 
to. 

Class  V. — Roads. 

Roads  to  open  lands  before  sale,  £13,590, 
agreed  to. 

Roads  on  gold  fields,  £7,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  VI. — Waterworks  on  Gold  Fields. 
Water-races  (Middle  Island),  £8,000,  s^greed 
to. 

Class  VIII. — Telegraph  Extension. 
New  lines,  £2,030,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX. — ^Public  Buildings. 

Judicial,  £960. 

Mr.  AIiLWRIGHT  called  attention  to  the 
item  of  £700  for  a  courthouse  at  Port  ChsJmers. 
\Vhen  he  applied  to  the  Minister  of  Justice  for 
a  vote  for  a  courthouse  at  Lyttelton,  which 
was  very  much  needed,  the  Minister  told  him 
that  he  had  no  money  to  place  on  the  esti- 
mates for  courthouses.  The  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Port  Chalmers  seemed  to  have  been 
more  successful  than  he  was  in  interviewing 
the  Minister. 

Mr.  TOLE  said  the  honourable  member  wu 
scarcely  justified  in  making  the  last  observa- 
tion, because  it  was  his  (Mr.  Tele's)  object  to 
do  justice  to  all  honourable  gentlemen  alike. 
He  believed  there  was  a  necessity  for  a  court- 
house at  Lyttelton.  A  site  had  been  obtained, 
and  liQ  was  making  inquiries ;  but  they  weze 
not  sufficiently  mature  to  justify  him  in  placing 
a  sum  on  the  estimates  at  present. 

Vote,  £960,  agreed  to. 

Lunatic  asylums,  £2,000,  agreed  to. 

Charitable  institutions,  £5,000,  agreed  to. 

Class   X. — Lighthouses   and    Harbour 

Works. 
Harbour  works,  Greymouth,  £1,500,  agreed  to. 


to. 


UNAUTHORIZED   EXPENDITURE. 
Consolidated  Fund,  £60,972  13s.  4d.,  agreed 

3. 

Public  Works  Fund,  £31,741  178.  lOd.,  agreed 
to. 

.    Government  Insurance  Accomit,  £606  17b. 
6d.,  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC   WORKS   FUND. 
Class  I. — Immigratioit. 

Immigration,  £100,000. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  asked  whether,  in  fte 
event  of  the  Imperial  Government  being  unable 
to  assist  the  crofters  to  New  Zealand,  a  small 
modicum  of  this  amount  would  be  available  in 
that  direction. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  item 
£96,297  would  meet  what  the  honourable  mem- 
ber desired. 

Mr.  BRUCE  said  it  appeared  to  him  that,  in 
reference  to  this  subject — the  Highland  croftere 
— there  were  mainly  two  questions  to  consider. 
In  the  first  place,  what  wjre  the  antecedents 
of  those  people  whom  it  was  proposed  to  in- 
troduce ?  And,  secondly,  would  their  introdnc- 
tion  and  settlement  in  the  manner  proposed 
be  likely  to  be  attended  with  advantage  to  this 
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^ony?  It  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  to 
•ay  that  it  had  been  fashionable  of  late  years 
to  traduce  the  Celtic  race — the  race  to  which 
^ese  unfortunate  people  belonged  —  whilst 
they  themselves  had  been  specially  singled  out 
as  the  targets  of  abuse.  He  would  not  pre- 
sume to  attempt  to  inflict  anything  like  a  his- 
torical treatise  in  reference  to  these  people 
upon  the  House ;  but,  in  order  to  endeavour  to 
remove  misconception,  which  he  had  reason  to 
believe  existed  in  the  minds  of  some  honourable 
members,  he  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks. 
In  times  long  gone  by  the  Highland  clans  held 
their  land  by  a  taaure  somewhat  similar  to 
Uiat  of  the  Maoris  of  the  present  day.  At  a 
comparatively  recent  period  the  chiefs,  the  de- 
scendants of  those  men  originally  selected  to 
lead  the  people  in  -war  and  conduct  their  coun- 
cils in  peace,  were  -sufficiently  cunning  and  un- 
scrapulous — he  used  the  words  advisedly — with- 
out the  knowledge  or  consent  of  their  clans,  to 
obtain  Crown  titles  for  the  land  occupied  by 
the  people.  What  use  their  descendants  had 
made  of  the  power  thus  obtained  was  now  a 
matter  of  history.  Vast  districts  had  been  de- 
populated to  make  room  for  sheep,  and  ulti- 
iimately  for  deer ;  and  to-day  the  unfortunate 
remnant  of  a  gallant  .race  were  standing  at 
bay  on  the  sea-shores  of  their  native  country. 
These  crofters  had  been  denounced  as  lazy 
and  dirty,  shiftless  ejid  impracticable  ;  in  fact, 
-spoken  of  as  nuisances  of  whom  the  country 
would  bo  well  rid.  Granting  the  truth  of  these 
allegations  —  and  to  a  certain  extent  he  ad- 
mitted their  truth — ^what,  in  this  world  of  cause 
and  effect,  was  the  cause  of  this  unhappy  state 
of  things?  The  people  had  been  shovelled  out 
-of  their  native  glens,  from  laud  to  which  their 
title  was  morally  at  least  as  good  as  that  of 
those  who  dispossessed  them,  and  to-day  they 
were  hardly  allowed  room  for  their  miserable 
habitations  above  high-water  mark.  Under 
such  conditions  could  we  look  for  energy  and 
thrift  7  Could  we  expect  expansion  where  no 
room  for  it  existed?  Beading  between  the 
lines  of  the  evidence  given  before  the  Boyal 
-Commission  recently  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  these  unfortimate  people,  he 
-could  trace  a  story  of  oppression,  want,  and 
misery— of  the  Spirit  almost  crushed  out  of  one 
^f  the  most  martial  races  that  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  It  was  a  well-known  fact  that  the 
descendants  of  the  dispossessed  kinsmen  of 
these  people  formed  to-day  the  backbone  of  the 
"population  of  British  North  America,  and  he 
fek  sure  that  the  House  would  agree  with  him 
when  he  said  that  those  Highlanders  who  had 
'  made  Australasia  their  home  would .  not  be 
found  unworthy  competitors  in  the  work  of 
colonization  of  their  Saxon  fellow-settlers.  It 
had  been  said  that  these  people  had  no  claim 
•  upon  us  in  this  colony ;  but  he  believed  that 
wherever  our  oppressed  or  suffering  fellow- 
creatures  were  found  they  had  a  claim  on  us 
commensurate  with  our  ability  to  assist  them. 
It  had  been  insinuated  that  ihose  who  wished 
to  introduce  the  crofters  to  this  colony  had  no 
sympathy  with  their  oppressed  Irish  fellow- 
subjects.    Speaking  for  himself  and,  he  knew, 


for  those  who  were  acting  with  him  in  this 
ipatter,  he  would  repudiate  the  insinuation. 
He  believed  that  the  chronic  rebellion  and 
avowed  hostility  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
Irish  people — for  there  was  no  denying  it — was 
the  logical  product  of  centuries  of  oppression 
and  persecution,  coupled  with  iniquitous  land 
laws,  which  perhaps  still  remained.  It  had 
been  said  that  we  sliould  extend  our  S3rmpathy 
to  the  persecuted  Jews  of  the  Continent.  He 
regretted  that,  if  merely  as  a  protest  against  a 
barbcudsm  rarely  equalled,  Australasia  had  not 
offered  an  asylum  to  a  portion  of  that  noble 
Semitic  race,  to  whom  we  owed  so  much,  and 
whose  persecutions  on  the  Continent  of  Europe 
of  late  years  would  form  a  dark  stain  on  the 
page  of  the  history  of  this  century.  But  these 
Highlanders  had  a  very  special  claim  upon  us 
— upon  all  who  love  and  cherish  that  liberty 
which  we  to-day  enjoy.  Nations,  like  indi- 
viduals, were  too  apt  to  forget  great  services 
rendered.  It  was  this  race  who,  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century,  when  the  destinies  of  the 
world  were  trembling  in  the  balance,  produced 
those  Celtic  .phalanxes  whose  names  were 
synonjrmous  with  victory — troops  worthy  to 
fall  into  line  with  the  soldiers  who  fought  at 
Marathon  and  Thermopylae.  Within  the  last 
few  days  honourable  members  had  the  pleasure 
of  listening  to  a  noble  chief  of  the  Maori  race 
pleading  eloquently  the  cause  of  his  people  at 
the  bar  of  the  House,  fearful  lest  any  mea- 
sures might  be  passed  which  might  have  the 
effect  of  alienating  their  lands.  On  that  very 
day  ho  (Mr.  Bruce)  picked  up  in  the  lobby 
a  Southern  newspaper  which  told  that  the 
chiefs  of  another  race  —  or,  to  speak  more 
correctly,  the  landlords — were  about  to  evict 
their  kinsmen  with  the  aid  of  troops.  And  this 
was  in  Skye,  an  island  wliich,  in  tiie  early  part 
of  this  century,  furnished  ten  thousand  gallant 
soldiers  to  fight  for  a  power  which  to-day  per- 
mits the  expulsion  of  her  people  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  With  that  eloquence  so  pecu- 
liarly his  own  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  East  had  pointed  out  that  this 
colony  must  trust  for  her  defences  rather  to  a 
hardy  maritime  population  than  to  heavy  ar- 
maments and  big  guns.  He  (Mr.  Bruce)  en- 
tirely agreed  with  that  honourable  member. 
The  improvements  in  scientific  naval  warfare 
pointed  entirely  in  that  direction.  The  best 
seamen  in  the  merchemt  service  of  Britain 
were  drawn  from  the  fishing  population  on  her 
coasts,  and  in  all  maritime  countries  the  mer- 
chant navy  had  been  looked  upon  as  the  back- 
bone of  the  fighting  navy.  Still  more  would 
this  obtain  in  the  future.  The  settlement  of 
those  people  in  the  manner  proposed  had  been 
objected  to  on  economic  grounds.  It  had  been 
alleged  that  we  should  be  acting  tmwisely  in 
giving  away  our  lands.  He  (Mr.  Bruce)  be- 
lieved they  could  not  be  'put  to  a  better  use. 
Those  who  advanced  this  theory  appeared  to 
forget  one  of  the  very  first  axioms  of  political 
economy,  that  the  greatest  wealth  of  a  nation 
was  its  men.  It  had  been  said  that  these 
crofters  could  not  make  a  living  on  ten  acres  of 
land.   He  (Mr.  Bruce)  believed  that  a  residenoo 
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of  some  years  in  this  country  seemed  to  have 
the  effect  of  causing  many  people  to  hold  most 
exaggerated  ideas  in  reference  to  the  quantity 
of  land  necessary  to  make  a  comfortable  live- 
lihood. If  these  people  could  exist  under  their 
present  conditions,  they  could  certainly  make* 
a  comfortable  living  under  those  proposed  to 
ofEer  them  here,  and  particularly  when  it  was 
remembered  that  they  would  have  at  their 
doors  the  rich  harvest  of  the  sea,  with  a  mar- 
ket for  their  iish  at  Dunedin,  a  city  rapidly 
becoming  one  of  the  most  wealthy,  populous, 
and  important  centres  in  the  Southern  Hemis- 
phere. He  would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  further  than  to  say  that  this  measure 
— -this  philanthropic,  statesmanlike  measure — 
was  one  worthy  of  the  source  from  which  it 
emanated ;  and  he  hoped  that,  if  merely  aJ  a 
protest  against  the  inhumanity  with  which  our 
kinsmen  were  being  treateQ,  they  would  be 
offered  an  asylum  in  this  colony. 
Vote,  £100,000,  agreed  to. 

PUBLIC  WOBKS. 

On  the  motion  for  going  into  Committee  of 
Supply, 

Major  ATKINSON  said, — Sir,  before  you  leave 
the  chair,  I  desire  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
the  Public  Works  Statement.  I  very  much 
regret,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  tsbko 
up  the  time  of  the  House;  but  there  are  so 
many  curious  statements  in  this  document 
which  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  laid  before 
as,  and  such  blame  cast  upon  the  late  Govern- 
ment— quite  needlessly  for  the  objects  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  had  in  view — that  I 
feel  myself  called  upon  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
the  subject.  It  strikes  me  that  the  Govern- 
ment in  general,  and  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer  in  particular, 
must  have  had  a  great  deal  of  quiet  enjoyment 
out  of  this  Statement.  They  must  have  been 
laughing  in  their  sleeves  at  the  way  in  which 
the  Statement  has  been  received  by  a  large 
number  of  honourable  members,  and  by  a  con- 
siderable section  of  the  Press  throughout  the 
colony.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  has  created 
an  impression  that  those  honourable  gentlemen 
are  going  to  proceed  with  the  works  of  the 
colony  upon  entirely  new  lines,  and  with  very 
much  greater  vigour  than  they  were  pursued  by 
the  late  Government.  But  I  venture  to  think 
that  I  shall  show,  before  I  sit  down,  that  there  is 
no  reason  at  all  for  supposing  that,  and  that 
the  only  way  in  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
men differ  from  us  is  in  a  direction  which  is 
not  approved  by  this  House,  and  which  is 
entirely  against  all  the  declarations  of  those 
honourable  gentlemen.  I  do  not  propose  to 
follow  the  Statement  throughout,  but  I  should 
like,  in  the  first  place,  to  refer  to  the  question 
of  the  Three-Million  Loan.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  at  page  13,  has  an  argument  to  show 
that  the  Three- S[illion  Loan  has  been  antici- 
pated to  a  very  large  extent,  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  last  out  another  year,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  late  Government  have  been  very 
much  to  blame  in  dealing  with  this  loan.  But 
there  are  no  grounds  at  all  for  such  an  asser- 
3fr.  Bruce 


tion;  nor  is  there,  on  the  other  hand,  aaj 
ground  for  saying — as  the  honourable  gentle 
man  does — that  the  other  alternative  was  to 
happen :  that  the  money  was  being  spent  be- 
fore it  WCU3  borrowed.  Now,  it  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House  that  we  were  undec 
engagement  in  1882  not  to  place  any  loan 
upon  the  market  before  the  following  January. 
Yet  the .  House  determined  that  it  was  neces* 
sary  to  borrow  money  as  quickly  as  possible 
during  that  year;  and  they  appropriated  for 
that  year's  expenditure  something  like  a  miU 
lion  out  of  the  Three-Million  Loan,  the  first 
million  of  which  was  to  be  raised  in  the  follow- 
ing January.  Yet,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle* 
men,  having  these  facts  before  them,  knowing 
that  the  House  voted  the  money  and  directed 
the  Government  to  spend  it,  told  us  that  it  was. 
quite  clear  it  was  not  intended  to  spend  it 
that  year,  or  it  would  have  been  borrowed  the 
year  before.  Sir,  it  was  intended  for  expendi- 
ture  that  year,  and  was  meant  to  date  from. 
March,  1882,  or  the  House  was  stultifying 
itself  by  authorizing  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  during  that  year.  There  was  no  exr 
pending  the  money  before  it  was  borro^ed^ 
because  there  was  a  balance  in  hand  which 
was  quite  sufficient  to  .carry  us  on — ^just  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  proposes  to  carry  on  the 
north  trunk  line  with  money  in  hand.  There 
was  enough  in  hand  to  carry  us  on  until  the 
loan  was  raised  in  the  f oUovnng  January.  It  ig 
important  the  House  should  understand  that ; 
and  I  ask  any  honourable  members  who  hav» 
a  doubt  on  the  subject  to  turn  up  the  appiOr 
priations  of  that  year,  and  they  will  see  the 
matter  in  as  perfectly  clear  a  light  as  I  have 
put  it.  Of  course,  the  only  object  of  putting 
this  paragraph  in,  apparently,  had  notning  to 
do  with  the  Statement.  Their  only  object  was 
to  have  a  sneer  at  the  late  Government.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says,  ''  Look  what  this 
late  Government  did.  They  have  actueJly,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  spent  the  whole  or  mortgaged 
the  whole  of  this  Three-Million  Loan  in  the 
year  1884;  the  whole  of  it  is  mortgaged  for 
liabilities  incurred  upon  it,  except  for  a  small 
balance  of  some  £327,000.  This  is  all,"  says 
the  honourable  gentleman,  "  we  have  left  for 
new  works."  The  honouraJ)le  gentleman  knew 
as  well  as  I  that  there  is  no  money  left  itheBe 
for  new  works  at  -ail.  He  knows  perf ectlv  well 
that  that  loan  was  appropriated  before  it  was 
borrowed.  A  schediile  was  passed,  and  the 
House  directed  at  what  rate  liabilities  were  to 
be  incurred.  And  these  liabilities  were  all  in« 
curred  tmder  the  authority  of  the  House,  and 
this  £327,000  is  not  available  for  new  works  for 
this  year.  Then,  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  goes  on — and  it  is  quite  evident  here  that 
it  is  not  the  writing  of  the  Minister  for  Publio 
Works — here  the  Colonial  Treasurer  comes  in, 
and  he  goes  on  to  say,  in  another  paragraph^ 
**In  order  to  make  this  complicated  si^bject 
quite  clear,  I  will  explain  it  a  little  further ;  *• 
and  then  he  proceeds  to  throw  still  more  dust 
and  darkness  over  the  whole  subject.  The  sulw 
ject  wanted  no  explanation  except  a  plain,-  satis* 
factory  statement,  with  one  object — to  let  this 
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i  House  and  the  coimtiy  understand  what  was 
ihe  real  nosition.  But  the  honourable  gentle- 
I  men  haa  other  objects  in  view.  They  desired 
'  to  cast  reflections  on  the  late  Government,  and 
to  show  what  very  fine  fellows  they  were  in 
comparison.  I  shall  show  presently  that, 
whatever  was  bad  in*  the  pohcy  of  the  late 
Qovezmnent,  it  is  a  matter  for  great  congra- 
tulation that  those  honourable  gentlemen  are 
following  exactly  the  same  lines.  The  truth 
18  that,  instead  of  there  only  being  £827,000, 
there  was,  according  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man himself,  £564,000;  for  he  says,  "  True,  the 
late  Government  may  say  £236,000  has  also  been 
spent  during  the  current  year,  and  ought  to  be 
included  as  available  last  March :  that  leaves 
£564,000."  But,  then,  there  is  a  further  item 
—which  the  honourable  gentlemen  seem  to 
have  forgotten  altogether,  although  taking  great 
credit  for  foresight.  They  forget  altogether 
that  there  was  provided  out  of  those  liabilities 
stock  and  rails  to  the  amount  of  £800,000,  and 
that  that  was  provided  for  them  or  any  Govern- 
ment that  might  be  in  power  to  make  lines 
with  during  the  current  year.  The  honourable 
gentlemen  say  nothing  about  that.  Practi- 
cally, for  what  the  honourable  gentlemen  term 
new  works  there  was  really  £564,000  in  cash, 
and  £800,000  in  materials  to  be  used  on  the 
lines  during  the  current  year.  That  was  the 
position,  and  the  honourable  gentlemen  could 
have  stated  it  in  a  few  words,  if  that  had  been 
their  object.  I  submit-that,  if  the  honourable 
gentlemen  had  had  that  object  in  view,  it  would 
have  been  better  for  the  country  generally,  and 
might  have  saved  debate  this  evening;  but, 
wiUi  the  shocking  example  of  us  before  them, 
an  example  to  be  avoided,  an  example  so  bad 
in  the  eyes  of  the  honourable  gentlemen,  ap- 
parently, that  they  must  devote  a  very  large 
pottion  of  this  Statement  to  point  out  our  de- 
unquencies,  and  with  a  Joan  which  has  not  been 
scheduled,  about  which  no  provision  has  been 
made  at  all  or  direction  given  by  the  House, 
just  about  the  same  amount  will  be  left  free 
at  the  end  of  next  March,  after  borrowing  a 
million  and  a  half,  as  we  had  at  the  end  of 
two  years.  If  honourable  members  will  now 
look  at  the  bottom  of  page  18,  they  will  find 
that  those  honourable  gentlemen,  after  adding 
together  all  their  available  nieans,  announce 
this — and  I  do  not  dispute  it:  that  the 
amount  available  is  £8,877,000.  Then,  the 
honourable  gentlemen  a^  for  a  vote  during 
the  coming  year  of  no  less  than  £2,810,000.  I 
am  speaking  in  round  numbers.  So  that  next 
March  there  will  be  left  free,  supposing  the 
honourable  gentlemen  push  on  with  the  vigour 
they  say  they  will,  the  sum  of  £567,000,  as 
against  £564,00#which  was  free,  according  to 
the 'honourable  gentlemen,  on  the  81st  March 
last.  So  that  they  have  not  profited  by  the 
very  bad  example  they  saw  so  plainly  in  us.  It 
is  quite  true  that  one  man  may  steal  a  horse, 
and  another  may  not  look  over  the  fence. 
And  I  should  like  here  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  question  of  the  over-expenditure,  as 
it  was  called,  of  last  year — that  liability  in- 
curred by  the  late  Government.    I  pointed  out 
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on  several  occasions  that  the  Government — ' 
looking  at  the  state  of  the  country,  looking  at 
the  requirements  of  this  year,  the  benefits  of 
which  the  honourable  gentlemen  are  going  to 
,reap — ^took  upon  themselves  to  expend  a  con- 
siderable sum  in  providing  rails  and  rolling- 
stock  for  the  current  year,  thereby  exceeding 
authority  in  the  year's  expenditure.  It  has 
been  commonly  supposed — and  I  should  rather  ' 
put  it  so  myself — that  that*  might  be  charged 
to  the  unlooked-for  and  large  expenditure  on 
open  lines.  A  large  amount  of  that  might  have 
been  charged  against  the  votes,  and  might  never 
be  charged  against  construction  and  land, 
as  was  being  done  up  to  that  time  since  the 
beginning  of  the  public  works  policy.  I  wish 
to  put  that,  because  it  would  appear  very  dif- 
ferently had  we  not  desired  to  separate  the 
votes  for  construction  and  land  from  permanent- 
way  and  rolling-stock  and  expenditure  on  open 
lines.  It  was  with  that  object  that  I  made 
the  distinction  I  did  in  the  Financial  State- 
ment which  I  had  the  honour  of  delivering 
about  the  middle  of  last  session.  But  I  want 
it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  amount 
might  have  been  charged,  if  we  had  so  chosen, 
a.gainst  the  votes,  and  that,  in  so  charging  it, 
it  would  have  been  in  accordance  with  the 
usage  of  the  Public  Works  Department  from 
the  beginning  ;•  and,  instead  of  having  to  ask 
for  a  fresh  vote  for  works  upon  the  open  lines, 
it  might  have  appeared  as  so  much  more  upon 
the  appropriation  schedule  of  the  loan — ^what 
the  honourabte  gentlemen  are  doing  now  with 
the  further  appropriations  this  year.  So  much, 
then,  for  the  position  of  the  loan.  And  now.I 
come  to  the  question  of  where  the  honourable 
gentlemen  difier  from  the  late  Grovemment  in 
what  they  propose  to  do.  But  here  I  might 
remark  that  I  was  very  much  astonished  at  the 
assertion  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  the  opening  part  of  his  Statement;  and  I 
feel  it  due  to  the  officers  of  the  department 
themselves  to  refer  to  it,  because  it  is  possible 
he  might  have  made  it  in  quite  a  different 
sense  £om  that  understood  by  the  public  gene- 
rally.    The  honourable  gentleman  says, — 

"The  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  Go- 
vernment took  office  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
enable  me  to  make  myself  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  proceedings  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  Public  Works  Department, 
and  I  have  had  to  depend  in  a  great,  measure 
upon  the  figures  and  reports  submitted  to  me 
by  the  several  official  heads  of  the  depart- 
ment." 

Well,  I  confess  that  the  only  meaning  I  can 
attach  to  that  is  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man wants  us  to  believe  that  he  is  personally 
responsible  for,  and  can  personally  check  and 
examine,  the  whole  of  the  reports  of  district 
and  other  officers,  and  all  the  figures  in  his  de- 
partment. Of  course  such  an  interpretation 
as  that  is  simply  preposterous ;  but  the  honour- 
able gentleman  apparently  wishes  to  gue^ 
himself  against  givmg  the  figures  of  his  per- 
manent officers  without  having  checked  them. 
Well,  I  can  only  say,  if  the  honourable  gentle- 
man is  going  to  da  that,  we  shall  want  another 
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Minister  for  Public  Works  at  once,  becaase  it 
is'quite  certain  he  will  not  \>e  able  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  office  if  he  attempts  it.  I 
venture  to  say  that  any  amount  of  checking  of 
the  ordinary  figures  of  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment is  worse  than  useless  in  the  position 
of  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works. 
Then,  the  honourable  gentleman,  speaking  of 
the  additions  to  opened  lines,  says, — 

"  And  hei;e  I  would  wish  to  record  my  opinion 
that  a  very  large  amount  of  the  works  executed 
ontiiese  opened  lines  has  been  done  much  earlier 
than  there  was  any  real  necessity  for,  and  also 
that  the  unnecessarily-increased  accommoda- 
tion given  in  some  instances  is  causing  very 
great  pressure  to  be  put  upon  the  Government 
for  similarly  unnecessary  expenditure  in  other 
places." 

The  honourable  gentlema^  greatly  regrets 
that  there  has  been  such  expenditure  upon 
opened  lines — ^that  they  have  been  rendered  as 
efficient  as  the  honourable  member  confesses 
they  have  been.  A  little  further  on,  in  the  last 
paragraph  relating  to  opened  lines,  he  says, — 

"  By  reason  of  these  and  many  similar  addi- 
tions made  to  the  opened  railways  during  the 
past  few  years,  we  have  now  got  1,404  miles  of 
railway  complete,  and  equipped — not  of  a  de- 
scription such  as  was  proposed  in  1870,  when 
the  scheme  of  public  works  was  inaugurated  by 
my  colleague.  Sir  Julius  Vogel,  but  lines  of  a 
much  higher  class,  and  of  such  a  nature  that 
much  higher  speeds  can  be  run,  and  much 
greater  traffic  than  was  then  anticipated  can 
be  carried." 

Well,  appaxently  that  is  a  matter  for  very 
great  regret  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber. Two  lines  further  down,  the  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us  that  he  is  impressed  with 
the  opinion  that  the  condition  and  manage- 
ment* of  our  railways  are  in  a  most  satisfac- 
tory state.  I  will  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, when  he  replies,  to  tell  us  whatiie  means 
by  tiie  condition  of  thd  railways,  because  I 
understand  that  the  condition  of  the  lines  is 
a  source  of  regret  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man; and  yet  he  tia^s  that  they  are  fully 
equipped  and  complete  in  every  respect,  and 
that  they  will  give  us  much  greater  speed  and 
conveniences  than  we  have  at  the  present  time. 
Now,  when  we  turn  to  the  estimates  we  find 
this  extraordinary  fact:  that,  while  the  honour- 
able gentleman  greatly  regrets  that  we  have 
lines  running  at  such  speed  and  affording  such 
convenience  to  the  public,  he  actually  proposes 
— after  providing  for  a  large  liability  outstand- 
ing now — ^he  actually  proposes  to  vote  this  year 
£176,000  for  works  on  these  very  lines  which, 
according  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  are 
complete,  fully  equipped,  and  a  great  deal  be- 
fore their  time.  I  say  there  is  here  a  departure 
from  the  action  of  the  late  Government.  We 
made  a  larger  expenditure,  I  confess,  than  I 
liked ;  but  the  late  Government,  looking  at  the 
conveniences  that  the  public  demanded,  and 
which  they  thought  the  traffic  justified,  I  say 
were  unable  to  incur  a  less  expenditure.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  while  blaming  us  for 
this,  and  while  regretting  that  we  have  such 
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efficient  lines,  asks  us  to  vote  £176,000  for  ex- 
penditure during  the  last  six  months  of  this 
year,  although  we  have  liabilities  oudtanding 
of  over  £300,000.  I  dare  say  this  will  be 
found  to  be  susceptible  of  explanation,  but  I 
confess  I  felt  a  little  surprised  at  the  state- 
ment of  the  honourable  gentleman.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
time  to  correct  these  figures,  or  whether  these 
are  the  figures  in  his  department,  but  they  also 
appear  to  me  to  want  a  little  explanation.  On 
page  14  of  the  Statement  the  honourable  gentle- 
man says, — 

"  For  railways  we  ask  for  a  vote  of  £1,567,516. 
On  this  sum  we  -have  to  charge  £903,898  for 
existing  liabilities,  and  it  also  includes  £522,584 
for  additions  to  opened  lines ;  but,  of  tiiis  smn 
of  £522,584,  there  are  existing  liabilities  of 
£345,295." 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  this  part,  as  it 
conflicts  with  this  vote  entirely.  It  mpist  have 
been  a  slip,  but  it  is  a  very  curious  slip  to  make, 
because  it  is  a  mistake  in  the  words,  not  merely 
in  the  figures.    He  continues, — 

*•  We  have  also  to  pay,  out  of  this  vote,  for 
rails  for  renewals  on  working  railways,  the  sum 
of  £100,000,  and  there  are  existing  liabilities 
tmder  this  head  of  £48,868.  The  £100,000  has, 
however,  to  be  repaid  to  ^e  Public  Woiks 
Fund  by  the  workiag  railways." 

If  honourable  gentlemen  will  turn  to  the 
estimates,  and  to  the  table  at  the  end  of  the 
Statement,  they  will  find  that  the  £100,000  is 
not  included  in  the  £522,000,  but  is  extra  and 
outside  it  altogether.  This  £522,000  tiie  honour- 
able gentleman  is  asking  for  for  expenditure  on 
working  lines  that  are  already  fully  equipped — 
which  are  so  satisfactory  that  they  wiU  carry  us 
with  much  greater  speed  than  we  ought  to  be 
carried,  and  give  us  much  greater  conveniencea 
than  we  ought  to  enjoy,  at  the  present  time.  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentle- 
man if  he  will  explain  to  us  the  reason  for  that 
vote.  The  statement  I  have  made  is  borne  out 
by  reference  to  the  public  works  estimates 
and  the  table  attached  to  the  Public  Works 
Statement — namely,  that  the  £522,000  includes 
the  votes  for  expenditure  upon  lines,  and  which 
are  tp  be  repaid  by  the  open  lines  —  by  the 
working  railways.  I  should  like  to  caU  tha 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  vigour  with  which 
the  work  is  to  be  carried  on.  That  is  a  veiy 
important  question,  because  I  know  hcmourable 
gentlemen  are  building  a  great  deal  on  that, 
and  the  country  is  building  on  it.  The  honour- 
able gentlemen  say  that  the  country  has  been 
'*  dozing,"  and  they  must  wake  it  up,  and  an 
going  to  push  on  these  lines  at  some  very  great 
acceleration  of  speed.  But  what  do  we  Snd  f 
How  are  the  honourable  gentlpnen  going  to  do 
it  ?  If  they  are  going  to  do  it  they  must  have 
money  to  do  it.  I  do  not  know  any  other  way. 
Of  course  we  know  the  fertile  invention  of  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  and  he  may  have 
some  means  which  he  has  not  yet  discloaed 
to  the  House ;  but,  judging  by  the  estimates, 
honourable  members  will  see  that  it  is  utterly 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  carry  on  the 
worka  at  a  greater  rate  than  they  were  cazBed 
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on  by  the  late  Goyemment.    I  ask  honourable 
members  to  turn  to  page  4  of  the  ptiblic  works 
estimates,  and  there  they  will  find  the  pro- 
vision the  GoTermnent  proposes  to  make.    It 
is  necessary  to  understajid  that  this  is  a  pro- 
Tision  for  two  years,  from  last  March  up  to 
March;  1886.    The  honourable  gentleman  tells 
Qfi  that  the  million  and  a  half  loan  he  pro- 
poses to  borrow  is  to  carry  us-  on  through  next 
yw,  from  March,  1885,  to  March,  1886,  be- 
sides the  balance  of  the  current  year.    Kow, 
irhat  do  the  honourable  gentlemen  ask  us  to 
vote  ?     The  J  ask  us '  to  vote  this  year  over 
^780,000  for  construction  and  land,  as  against 
£701,000  which  the  late  Govenunent  proposed 
to  vote.     Of   that   £701,000,  the  honourable 
•gentleman  will  no  doubt  see  that  a  certain 
«monnt  was  expended  upon  the  open  lines,  and 
if  honourable  gentlemen  turn  to  page  6  t^ey 
will  find  there  the  amount  that  was  expended, 
■apparently,  out  of  this   vote,  amounting,  in 
lonnd  numbers,  to  a  sum  of  £30,000.     The 
present  Government  are  asking  for  the  expen- 
diture of  £110,000  more  than  the  late  Govern- 
ment asked,  and  that  amount  is  practically 
for  three  lines  of  railway  —  the  Hamilton- 
Thames  line,  the  North  Island  Main  Trunk 
line,  and  the  Otago  Central.    Honourable  mem- 
bers who  are  following  this  question  will  know 
that  when  these  votes  are  taken  there  will 
be  only  a  little  over  £400,000  free.    Now,  out 
of  that  sum  we  shall  have  to  provide  for  all  ihe 
necessary  public^  buildings,  and  for  roads  and 
bridges.    We  shall  have  to  provide  for  a  large 
expenditure  upon  open  lines,  because  it  is  alto- 
gether a  mistake  to  suppose  that  we  are  going 
to  escape  further  expenditure.     The  honour- 
able gentleman  cannot  hope  to  have  £200,000 
a  year  to  expend  upon  open  lines  out  of  the 
£400,000.    He  cannot  hope  to  have  more  than 
JE200,000  to  expend  next  year  upon  railways. 
The  total  amount  the  honourable  gentleman 
proposes  to  expend  upon  railways  and  those 
ether    reproductive    works    with   which    the 
lionourable  gentleman  is  going  to  restore  con- 
fidence to  the  country — the  total  amount  he 
will  have  to  expend  in  the  two  years — is  only 
about  £800,000.    I  ask  the  House  to  think  for 
a  moment  what  that  means.    A  large  portion 
of  that  will  run  over  to  the  year  f ollowmg ;  it 
•cannot  be  expended  in  the  time.    What  hope  is 
there  of  the  realization  of  this  very  favourable 
account  the  honourable  gentleman  gives  us  of 
what  he  is  going  to  do  ?   The  honourable  gentle- 
men are  devoting  a  much  larger  portion  of  this 
loan  than  has  been  usual  to  out^de  works. 
That  is  the  fact.    <Fhey  are  devoting  the  money 
to  other  works  than  reproductive ;   and  how 
the  honouraUe  gentlemen   are  going  to  do 
out  of  £800,0^  what  they  have  assured  this 
House  they  will  do,  I  confess  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand.     Perhaps  the  honourable  gentle- 
men will  tell  us.    Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
men have,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  broken 
out  again  on  this  question  of  roads.    There  are 
several  roads  here,  and  I  do  not  know  on  wh*t 
principle  they  have  chosen  them.    There  is,  for 
example,  the  Kaikoura  Boad  on  which  they  are 
.going  to  spend  £25,00a    I  4k>  not  know  the 


history  of  that  road,  and  I  think  the  House 
might  fairly  ask  for  some  information  respect- ■ 
ing  it.  There  are  also  several  other  roads  and 
bridges  for  which  I  confess  I  can  see  no  justi- 
fication. I  can  understand  the  maintenance  of 
the  Beads  and  Bridges  Construction  Act — that 
is  reasonable,  and  I  could  imderstetud  its  being 
used  to  a  very  much  larger  extent  than  it  is, 
fox  it  proceeds  on  the  principle  that  we  shall 
help  those  who  help  themselves  ;  but  I  cannot 
see  any  reason  for  the  special  votes  which  are 
begun  again  this  year.  I  think  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  bound  to  give  us  some  reason 
why  he  has  departed  from  the  well-established 
principle  of  not  voting  special  sums  for  par- 
ticular works. 

Mr.  HOLMES.— What  are  they  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  have  referred  to  the 
Kaikoura  Boad,  and  I  do  not  want  to  detain 
the  House  by  going,  through  the  list ;  but  if 
honourable  gentlemen  will  look  at  the  State- 
ment they  will  see  them  for  themselves. 
Now,  I  very  much  approve  of  the  division  of 
the  estimates  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  made.  I  think  it  is  very  wise  that  we 
should  have  letnds  and  construction  shown, 
open  lines  shown,  and  permanent-way  shown  ^ 
but  I  think  he  might  have  recognized  the  fact 
that  his  predecessors  had  determined  to  adopt 
the  same  course.  Mr.  Walter  Johnston  told 
the  House,  in  his  Public  Works  Statement 
last  year,  that  it  would  be  done  this  year ; 
and  I  myself  called  special  attention  to  it  last 
session.  I  think  the  honourable  gentleman, 
instead  of  making  such  a  flourish  of  trumpets 
over  what  he  had  dope  himself,  might  have 
said  that  the  late.  Government  had  seen  the 
necessity  for  it,  and  had  openly  spoken  of  it 
in  the  House  some  twelve  months  ago.  Then, 
on  page  11,  he  tells  us  the  grounds  on  which 
they  are  acting.  He  says  that  immigration 
must  be  steady,  that  our  public  works  must  not 
proceed  by  fits  and  starts,  that  it  is  a  work  not 
only  for  this  generation  but  for  the  next  and 
for  the  next  after  that ;  and  then  he  proceeds 
upon  exactly  the  same  lines  —  hot  word  for 
word,  but  exactly  the  same  lines — ^as  the  last 
Government.  He  adopts  the  same  arguments 
to  show  how  much  he  can  borrow,  and  he 
dishes  all  this  up  as  if  it  were  something  new» 
and  as  if  he  had  made  a  grand  discovery. 
He  tells  us  that  he  thinks — although  he  does 
not  give  us  the  grounds  for  saying  so — that, 
instead  of  borrowing  a  million,  as  the  late 
Government  proposed  to  do,  they  could  safely 
borrow  from  a  million  to  a  million  and  a  hali» 
and  he  arrives  at  his  conclusion  exsictly  in  the  ' 
same  way  as  the  late  Government  arrived  at 
theirs.  He  looked  at  it,  he  says,  in  this  way : 
What  surplus  revenue  have  we?  And  the 
honourable  gentleman  says — and  of  course  it 
is  the  Treasurer  who  speaks — '*  We  can  safely 
calculate  upon  having,  from  ordinary  revenue, 
£50,000;  by  consolidation  we  can  save  £20,000.** 
And  he  hopes  also,  by  the  increase  in  the  rail- 
ways, to  get  £25,000:  making,  in  all,  £95,000. 
And  then  he  goes  on  to  tell  us  that  now  the 
million  and  a  half  will  cost  £60,000  at  4  per 
cent.,  but  he  hopes  in  a  year  or  two  to  bozzow 
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at  less.  We  are .  certainly  disootuiting  the 
future  very  fast;  we  are  taking  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and,  as  we  know  very  well,  "  Easy  come, 
easy  go,"  and  if  we  get  tnese  large  sums  we 
shall  only  go  on  borrowing  more  and  more. 
The  honourable  gentleman  tells  us,  **I  shall 
get  a  million  and  a  half  for  £60,000  ;*'  and  then 
he  suddenly  pulls  himself  up  and  says,  "  Some 
honourable  gentleman  may  perhaps  say  that  I 
have  forgotten  the  remaining  million  of  the 
Three-Million  Loan;  but  it  is  not  forgotten, 
and  I  do  not  bring  it  into  account  because 
temporary  expedients  to  raise  money  during 
the  current  year  have  necessitated  a  very  large 
expenditure  on  interest,  which  will  cover  the 
expenditure  on  the  interest  on  the  last  mil- 
lion ;  so  that  it  is  all  right."  I  confess  I 
fail  to  follow  him  in  this,  and  I  hope  that 
lie  will  explain  it  in  his  reply.  The  late 
Government  borrowed,  bi^t  we  had  no  tempo- 
rary expedients  to  get  advances  on  the  Three-^ 
Million  Loan,  except  the  deficiency  bills  which 
were  authorized  at  the  end  of  last  session  .of 
Parliament.  I  say  we  had  no  temporary  ex- 
pedient except  that;  and  what  those  honour- 
able gentlemen  have  done  is  to  draw  against  it 
to  the  extent  of  £400,000.  Whether  they  will 
want  all  that,  I  do  not  know ;  but  that  is  anti- 
cipating only  to  the  extent  of  £500,000.  Now, 
the  interest  on  the  £500,000  will  be  at  6  per 
cent.,  and  we  know  that  the  interest  on  the 
£400,000  is  to  be  5  per  cent.  So  that  you  have 
the  interest  on  the  £400,000  for  three  months, 
and  the  interest  on  the  £500,000  at  o  per  cent, 
for  six  months.  How  he  is  going  to  turn  that 
into  £60,000  I  do  not  ^ow.  It  will  not  be 
more  than  £10,000 ;  so  that  he  is  wrong  to  the 
extent  of  £28,000.  So  that  he  will  have  £88,000 
out  of  the  £95,000 ;  and  how  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  going  to  get  more  I  do  not  know. 
I  submit  that  any  one  who  has  watched  the 
fiuctuations  in  the  public  accounts  will  doubt 
whether  by  following  the  precedent  we  have  set 
in  that  most  immoral  Bill  which  we  have  passed 
this  session  for  the  inscription  of  stock,  and 
for  borrowing  in  anticipation  of  an  increased 
revenue  in  the  future,  we  shall  realize  the 
results  ajiticipated.  I  do  not  know  how  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  going  to  provide  for 
the  sums  which  he  tells  us  he  is  going  to  bor- 
row, for  it  is  certain  that  he  cannot  provide 
for  them  under  the  Statement  which  ne  has 
given  us.  I  will  now  briefly  sum  up  the  points 
which  I  have  submitted  to  the  House.  We 
find  that  those  honourable  gentlemen  have  un- 
dertaken to  push  on  reproductive  works  with 
*  great  vigour,  and  they  have  taken  great  credit 
to  themselves  for  having  found  the  means  to  do 
it.  But,  when  we  come  to  look  at  the  facts, 
we  find  that  they  have  not  large  sums  to  spend 
on  reproductive  works.  The  amount  they  can 
spend  on  railways  during  the  current  year  and 
the  year  following  is  about  £800,000 ;  but  put 
it  at  £900,000,  if  you  like,  to  take  the  outside 
figure :  that  is,  say  they  can  expend  at  the 
rate  of  £450,000  .a  year  f#r  two  years.  That  is 
what  they  propose  to  do  in  that  respect.  Then, 
Sir,  they  tell  us  that  our  power  of  borrowing 
^nay  be  safely  taken  at  from  a  million  to  ^  mil- 
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lion  and  a  half,  and  they  give  us  figures  to  show^ 
us  that  it  is  so.  But  they  ignore  the  charges- 
which  I  have  shown  must  clearly  be  put  upon 
it— a  charge  of  £28,000  upon  the  Four-Milliaa 
Loan.  Then,  they  have  departed  from  the  lines 
which  this  House  has  been  laying  down  for 
years,  and  they  are  again  making  special  grants 
for  particular  works,  without  giving  reasons  to 
the  House  for  those  works.  They  have  also 
launched  out  again  into  an  expenditure  on  edu-  * 
cation  and  on  public  buildings.  They  axe  also 
extending  all  the  open  lines  of  railway  at  a- 
greater  rate  than  the  late  Government  pro- 
posed to  do  it,  and  they  are  asking  for  some 
£180,000  to  spend  on  this  purpose  during  six 
months  of  the  current  year.  I  ask,  then,  how 
is  it  possible  for  the  honourable  gentlemen  to- 
fulfil  the  promise  which  they  have  given  to  the 
country  to  push  on  all  these  works  with  expe- 
dition, as  they  have  told  us  they  are  prepared 
to  do  ?  I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will 
be  in  a  nosition  to  answer  the  questions  I  hav» 
put  to  him.  I  hope  he  will  show  that  I  am 
mistaken,  and  that  he  is  going  to  spend  much 
larger  sums  on  railways  than  are  here  pat 
down.  I  must  say  I  do  not  know  where  the 
money  is  to  come  from.  I  say,  they  are  bound 
by  the  pledge  which  they  have  given  to  this- 
House  and  the  country  to  push  on  reproduc- 
tive works ;  and  I  say  that  they  have  altogether ' 
failed  in  showing  us  how  they  are  going  to  do 
thi^t.  They  are,  in  reality,  only  following  the 
lines  of  the  late  Government,  and,  in  so  far  as 
they  are  following  those  lines,  I  have  no  fault  to- 
find  with  them,  except  to  this  extent :  that  I  ask 
them  to  come  down  from  the  high  fence  which 
they  occupy,  to  confess  that  all  this  talk  has 
been  simply  assumption,  and  t}iat  it  is  not 
their  intention  to  cany  on  works  with  greater 
vigour  or  with  more  satisfaction  to  the  count^ 
genetally  than  the  late  Government  did. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Upon  several  occa- 
sions lately — in  fact,  from  the  moment  I  had 
finished  delivering  the  Public  Works  State- 
ment— we  have  been  led  to  anticipate  that,, 
when  the  time  -came — ^which  has  at  last  ar- 
rived— ^for  the  honourable  member  for  Egmoni 
to  Criticise  the  Statement,  we  should  have  a  full 
and  complete  expose  of  the  mistakes  and  errors 
of  the  Statement,  and  that  a  great  deal  was 
going  to  be  made  of  the  misrepresentations- 
and  the  charges  which  the  honourable  member 
has  said  to-night  were  made  or  were  to  be 
inferred  from  the  language  of  the  Statement. 
But  I  think  honourable  members  must  have 
been  somewhat  disappointed  with  the>  speech 
we  have  just  heard.  Every  honourable  mem- 
ber who  has  been  long  in  this  House  will  quite 
understand  that,  no  matter  what  figures  niight 
be  laid  before  the  honourable  gentleman,  he 
is  perfectly  able  to  pick  them  to  pieces,  and 
to  put  them  into  a  shape  that  smts  him  for 
the  particular  moment.  I  do  not  say  for  one 
moment  that  the  honouriable  gentleman  would 
wilfully  misrepresent  me,  or  that  he  wishes  to 
take  any  unfair  advantage  of  me  ;  for  I  admit 
that,  as  compared  with  him,  I  am  simply  a 
baby  in  finance,  and  I  recognize  that  he  is  a 
master  of  the  finance  ol  the  country.  But  there 
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$n  one  or  two  points  in  connection  with  which 
be  fell  into  ezzor.  He  was,  for  instance,  in  error 
when  he  said  we  were  going  to  spend  £522,584 
for  additions  to  opened  railways.  We  are  doing 
nothing  of  the  sort,  because  the  £522,000  in- 
dades  the  liabilities  of  the  previous  Govern- 
ment. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  said  so. 

Mr.  E.  RICHAEDSON.  — I  did  not  under- 
stand the  honourable  gentleman  to  say  so. 
^en,  he  went  on,  in  reference  to  the  same 
paragraph — which  says,  "We  shall  also  have 
to  pay  out  of  this  vote  for  rails  and  renewals 
on  working  railways  the  sum  of  £100,000  " — to 
contend  that  this  could  not  come  out  of  the 
iB522,584.  Of  course  it  does  not.  We  ask  for 
a  vote  of  £1,567,516.    It  comes  out  of  this. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  does  not  read  so. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Yes,  as  the  honour- 
.able  member  will  see  it  does,  if  he  reads  the 
Statement  again.  Then,  I  understood  him  to 
say  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  should  only 
have  £420,000  free  out  of  the  vote;  whereas 
the  fact  is  there  will  be  about  £628,000. 

Major  ATKINSON.— £567,000. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— Well,  I  am  obliged 
to  take  the  departmental  figures,  and  as  they 
«re  given  to  me  they  show  a  balance  of 
£628,000. 
I  Major  ATKINSON.— Then  the  figured  in  the 
Statement  must  be  wrong. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON.— And,  in  addition  to 

*  4hat,  as  the  honourable  member  knows  per- 
fectly well,  there  mU  be  liabilities  incurred 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  thereby  a  large 
•amount  of  money  is  chargeable  to  tiiis  year. 
However,  I  do  not  think  it  is  really  worth  while 
to  follow  him  through  these^gures  an^  further, 
because  we  know  that,  when  disputmg  about 
figures,  no  two  people  can  come  to  the  same 
-conclusion.  Then,  the  honourable  gentleman 
deemed  it  necessary  to  make  some  remarks 
.in  defence  of  the  officers  of  the  Public  Works 
Department.  Now,  nothing  could  induce  me 
to  say  one  word  against  the  officers  of  the 
Public  Works   Department,    and  I  certainly 

•  cannot  conceive  that  the  wording  of  this  para- 
graph can  bear  the  construction  which  the 
(honourable  gentleman  would  put  upon  it.  I 
understand  that  what  he  takes  exception  to  is 
this  sentence : — 

"The  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  Go- 
vernment took  office  has  not  been  sufficient 
to  enable  me  to  make  myself  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  proceedings  of  the*various 
branches  of  the  Public  Works  Department, 
-and  I  have  had  to  depend  in  a  great  measure 
upon  the  figures. and  reports  submitted  to  me 
>by  the  several  official  heads  of  the  department." 

Well,  what#E  mean  is  that,  in  dealing  with 
such  matters,  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
should  have  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the 
%ires  and  the  works  the  department  has  in 
hand:  at  all  events,  that  is  my  idea  of  the 
position  a  Minister  should  occupy.  But  at  the 
'time  I  delivered  that  Statement  I  had  not, 
and,  indeed,  up  to  the  present  time  I  Ufekve  not, 
had  time  to  make  myself  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  .figures  connected  with  matters  on 


which  I  should  have  to  express  opinions  in  the 
House  as  I  should  have  liked.  I  therefore  ex- 
pressed myself  clearly  on  that-  point  at  start- 
ing; and  that  is  the  whole  meaning  of  the 
paragraph.  There  is  another  point  on  which 
he  laid  stress,  and  that  was  with  reference  to 
the  statement  I  made  that  on  the  Slst  March 
the  colony  hcMl  1,400  miles  of  railway  open  for 
traffic.  He  says  that  immediately  a^ter  I  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  iiie  railways  were  in. 
an  unsatisfactory  state.  But  that  referred 
to  a  totally  different  state  of  things.  The 
one  refers  to  opened  railways,  and  the  other 
to  railways  in  course  of  construction.  There 
is  one  point  of  some  importance  raised  by  the 
honourable  member,  and  that  is  the  statement 
that  the  Government  is  spending  very  little  on 
railways  and  a  great  deal  on  roads.  I  think,  if 
the  honourable  gentleman  will  look  into  tiie 
matter,  he  will  find  that  the  bulk  of  the  votes 
for  roads  are  merely  re-votes.  As  to  the  Kai- 
koura  Road,  I  may  explain  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Government,  the  railway  going  north- 
ward from  Canterbury  hsbs  gone  about  as  far  as 
it  can  ffo  for  some  time,  and  the  Gbvemment 
think  that  communication  should  be  completed 
as  far  as  practicable  between  thd  northern 
terminus  of  the  railway  from  Canterbury  and 
the  southern  terminus  from  Picton.  Not  only 
that,  but  expenditure  has  been  .incurred  for 
works  in  progress  for  some  distemce,  and  these 
works  are  of  very  little  value  until  the  sum  we 
propose  to  spend  has  been  expended.  That  is 
our  reason  for  putting  this  sum  on  the  estimates 
for  this  Kaikoiira  Road.  I  do  not  know  that 
there  are  any  other  points  that  I  need  reply 
to.  I  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the  criti- 
cism. On  a  topic  of  this  sort  it  is  not  difficult 
to  say  a  great  deal,  in  criticism,  but  I  do  not 
complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  has  approached  the  subject. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  the 
discussion,  and  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  very 
few  remarks  in  reference  to  the  honourable 
gentleman's  criticism  of  our  finance.  The  fact 
of  the  ccbse  is,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man seems  to  be  quite  unaware  that  between 
1882-88— when  his  Financial  and  Public  Works- 
Statements  were  made  in  which  authority 
was  asked  to  raise  a  three-million  loan — and 
the  present  time  he  has,  so  to  speak,  antici- 
pated a  whole  year.  In  1882,  when  he  said  in 
his  Financial  Statement  that  he  proposed  to 
take  authority  for  the  issue  of  a  loan  in  1883, 
he  expressly  stated,  "The  Gk>vemment  are 
quite  determined  not  to  enter  into  engage- 
ments in  anticipation  of  raising  money  at  a 
particular  date."  Now,  these  are  very  few 
words,  but  I  wish  the  House  to  bear  them  in 
mind.  Then  he  proceeded  to  raise  the  loan 
early  in  1888 ;  so  tnat,  in  other  words,  it  would 
•only  be  between  January  and  March,  1883,  if 
they  were  to  hold  to  the  promises  made  to  the 
House,  that  they  would  have  impinged  at  all 
on  the  Three-Million  Loan.  That  was  further 
emphasized  by  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
in  his  Public  Works  Statement.    He  said, — 

"I  beg  to  call  the  particular  attention  of 
honourable  members  to  the  rate  of  expendi- 
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toire,  beoaase  the  Goveniinent  does  not  de- 
sire  to  anticipate  any  portion  of  the  loan  be- 
fore it  is  raised,  and  therefore  it  may  hajj^n 
that  fewer  oontracts  will  be  entered  into 
during  this  year  than  during  the  last.  Last 
year  we  disbursed  nearly  a  million,  and  in- 
ourred  liabilities  to  more  than  half  a  million. 
We  began  the  current  financial  year  with 
£924,000  in  hand  available  for  the  year's  dis- 
bursements, and  we  propose  not  to  incur 
liabilities  in  excess  of  this  amount  until 
after  the  loan  has  been  floated.  We  shall 
probably,  therefore,  reach  the  termination  of 
the  financial  year  with  only  such  outstanding 
liabilities  as  we  may  incur  after  the  floating 
of  the  loan.  Consequently,  when  honourable 
members  meet  next  session,  it  is  probable  they 
will  find  the  Three-Million  Loan  but  little  en- 
croached upon." 

Therefore  the  promise  was  that  the  new  loan 
expenditure  should  commence  in  1888.  You 
were  to  meet  the  House  in  188^  with  the  new 
loan  but  little  encroached  upon ;  you  were  not 
to  anticipate  the  expenditure  of  ti^s  loan.  It 
was  not  to  be  floated  before  Januaxy ;  therefore 
there  would  only  be  such  expenditure  as  would 
be  incurrfid  between  the  end  of  January  and 
the  31st  March,  1883,  out  of  that  Three-Million 
Loan.  Now,  it  is  fresh  in  honourable  members' 
minds  what  the  honourable  gentleman's  Finan- 
cial Statement  was  this  year — 1884.  There 
was  the  fact  that  we  had  to  borrow  £100,000  to 
carry  on  the  public  works  to  September :  that 
is  to  say,  there  were  two  millions  gone,  and  we 
needed,  to  carry  on  up  to  September,  £100,000 
besides ;  so  that  from  March,  1883,  until  Sep- 
tember, 1884  —  a  period  of  about  eighteen 
months— not  only  were  two  millions  gone,  but 
£100,000  additional  had  tp  be  taken.  Sir,  the 
honourable  gentleman,  with  a  hardihood  and 
coolness  for  which  I  envy  him,  came  down 
with  his  Financial  Statement  in  June  last,  and 
absolutely  assumed  and  took  it  for  grsmted 
•that  the  House  had  authorized  the  expenditure 
of  that  Three-Million  Loan  from  March,  1882 : 
he  took  a  whole  year's  advantage ;  whilst  the 
expenditure  was  designed  for  t^e  years  1883, 
1884,  and  1885.  According  to  their  statements, 
according  to  their  promises,  according  to  the 
intention  under  which  that  loan  was  raised,  it 
should  not  have  been  commenced  with  until 
1883-84 ;  and,  yet,  what  is  the  fact  ?  Two  mil- 
lions are  exhausted  by  the  end  of  August,  and 
an  additional  £100,000  is  borrowed  by  extra- 
ordinaiy  aid  granted  by  this  House;  and  the 
first  thing  I  have  to  do  when  I  come  into  office 
is  to  obtain  £500,000  on  account  of  the  third 
million ;  and  the  whole  of  the  third  million  will 
be  exhausted  by  the  dlst  March,  1885 — in  other 
words,  in  two  years,  instead  of  three.  Now,  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  come  down  and  im- 
pugned the  statement  made  by  my  colleague  in 
the  Public  Works  Statement,  which  was  made 
in  the  most  merciful  spirit  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  stating  the  facts  without  any  em- 
bellishment, and  with  a  desire  not  to  show 
how  completely  the  finance  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  had  broken  down.  Why,  this 
second  million,  borrowed  this  year,  should 
Sir  /.  Vogel 


have  bean  made  to  last  up  to  March  -next ;  and 
the  honourable  gentleman,  in  his  Statement  in 
June,  had  to  explain  how  he  had  anticipated 
its  expenditure.  He  told  us  how  much  he 
had  taken  out  for  open  railways  and  other 
things.  That  was  how  we  were  launched  into 
the  difficulty  that  up  to  September  we  re- 
quired a  loan  of  £100,000.  When  you  come  to 
contrast  the  beautiful  purity  and  prudezy  of 
the  assurances  given  by  the  Colonial  TreasQier 
and  the  Public  Works  Minister  in  1882,  that 
they  would  not  on  any  account  enter  into  en- 
gagements in  advance  of  the*  money^  being 
raised,  and  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that,  if  they 
had  not  been  totally  false  to  that  pledge,  at< 
about  the  end  of  July  the  whole  of  tne  public 
works  of  the  colony  would  have  collapsed,  and 
liabilities  could  not  have  been  met,  you  may 
see  how  much  value  vou  may  place,  not  only 
on  the  assurances  of  the  late  Government,  but 
upon  the  policy  which  they  set  forth  to  cany 
out.  Now,  let  us  follow  this  a  little  further. 
In  order  to  carry  on  up  to  the  end  ol  the  year 
we  had  to  make  arrangements  for  an  anticipa- 
tion of  £500,000  out  of  the  -third  million.  That  - 
is  in  addition  to  £100,000  of  deficiency  bills— 
I  think  the  term  "expediency  bills"  would 
be  a  better  name.  This  £500,000  and  £100,000 
— ^which,  in  round  numbers,  will  carry  us  on 
until  about  the  end  of  the  year  next  month  | 
— has  been  anticipated  out  of  the  third  mil- 
lion; and  we  anticipate  that  we  shall  have 
fully  expended,  and  probably  somewhat  over- 
expended,  that  third  million  by  the  Slst  March 
next ;  whereas,  if  the  intentions  and  promises 
of  the  late  Government  had  been  carded  into 
effect,  that  money  would  have  lasted  for  one 
year  longer.  It  ifi  no  good  for  tiie  honour- 
able gentleman  to  say  "No,"  because  I  have 
the  easiest  test  possible  to  prove  that  it  is  so. 
Was  it  not  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
policy  to  borrow  the  third  million  in  1885  ?  U 
he  was  not  to  enter  into  engagements  before 
borrowing  the  money,  what  had  he  to  spend 
in  1885-86  excepting  that  third  million  ?  The 
honourable  gentleman  seems  highly  delighted 
now,  and  no  doubt  must  be  amused  at  the  way 
in  which  he  hoodwinked  the  previous  House 
and  deceived  honourable  members  by  the 
astonishing  hardihood  of  taking  a  whole  year— 
into  his  confidence,  we  will  say — ^in  anticipating 
the  expenditure  of  the  loan.  When  you  discuss 
what  we  have  been  able  to  do,  you  must  remem- 
ber that  we,  as  a  Government,  inherited  the 
responsibilities  of  the  previous  Government. 
Now,  I  have  not  at  all  overstated  the  cayse  in 
telling  you  that  the  third  miUion  will  be  over- 
expended  this  year.  There  are  collateral 
matters  with  which  I  am  sorry  to  have  to 
trouble  the  House,  and  with  regpuxl  to  which  I 
would  rather,  if  possible,  shield  the  late  Qo> 
vemment  from  exposure.  When  the  third 
million  is  negotiated  there  are  engagementB 
with  the  banks  at  Home  to  pay  something  like 
£400,000  out  of  it  to  take  up  scrip  belonging  to 
Trust  Funds,  upon  which  the  Government  has 
obtained  advances. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Hear,  hear. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  way  in  which  these^ 
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peas  were  pnt  under  the  thimble — ^these  Trast 
Fnnds  and  loans  from  ^he  Publio  Works  Fond 
—was  startling  in  its  mtrioacy.  The  obliga- 
tions which  have  to  be  overtaken  before  we  can 
reduce  oar  system  to  plain  work  are  something 
aBfcomiding.  It  is  a  small  aidount,  but  there 
is  £20,000  of  the  Public  Works  Fund  invested 
in  the  Hakateramea  -  Duntroon  Bailway .  The 
interest  on  that  is  overdue  for  three  years. 
Those  gentlemen  who  composed  the  late  Go- 
vernment, who  were  so  indignant  with  us  for 
ooming  down  with  proposals  making  provision 
for  district  railways,  absolutely  took  Public 
Works  Funds,  mortgaged  over  and  over  again 
for  liabilities,  and  invested  them  in  a  district 
railway  which  they  knew  could  not  pay  in- 
terest on  the  advances.  Besides  the  £20,000 
taken  out  of  the  Public  Works  Fund,  as  I 
have  said,  when  the  third  million  is  negotiated, 
we  shall  have  to  take  up  something  like 
£400,000  advanced  by  the  Bank  of  England 
and  the  Bank  of  New  Zealand  on  scrip  be- 
longing to  the  Trust  Funds,  and  we  shall  have 
that  scrip  to  sell  upon  the  market.  In  other 
words,  before  that  million  will  be  available  for 
espenditiure  we  have  to  take  that  scrip  and 
sell  it  in  the  London  market.  Then,  the  late 
Government  also  arranged  with  the  Bank  of 
England  for  an  advance  of  £750,000  to  pay  ofi 
•  the  balance  of  the  5-80  5-per-cent.  loan.  That 
is  not  repayable  until  a  later  period — June  of 
next  year.  That  is  also  an  open  advance.  Now, 
when  we  came  to  consider  what  expenditure 
we  should  have  available  to  propose  to  the 
House,  we  had  to  consider  how  we  were  to  deal 
with  the  English  money-market  according  to 
the  pledges  given  by  tiie  (rovemment.  The 
third  million  was  not  to  be  negotiated  until 
the  beginning  of  next  year;  and,  if  you  had 
to  depend  upon  that,  what  would  be  the  re- 
sult? Its  espenditure  would  be  required  up 
to  and  before  the  end  of  March  next,  and 
yet,  before  that  expenditure  could  be  incurred, 
the  advances  made  by  those  banks  at  Home 
would  have  to  be  paid.  Of  course,  if  the  scrip 
is  saleable  and  is  sold  in  London,  the  Public 
Works  Fund  could  be  releebsed,  and  a  corre- 
sponding amount  of  that  million  would  be 
available.  When  we  came  to  consider  the  situ- 
ation, and  looked  at  the  outstanding  engage- 
ments, we  decided  that  the  very  least  we  could 
do  with  was  an  addition  of  a  million  and  a 
half ;  and  with  that  we  thought  it  was  neces- 
sary to  content  ourselves  until  1886,  and  that 
was  the  amount  proposed  of  the  new  loan.  I 
do  not  know  if  honourable  members  observe 
the  exceeding  ingenuity  of  the  late  Govem- 
I  ment  in  dividing  itself  into  two.  When  you 
I  see  those  two  honourable  gentlemen  together, 
the  honourable  m'embers  for  Egmont  and  Geral- 
dine,  you  would  think  they  were  brothers, 
80  fi^ectionately  disposed  are  they  to  each 
other ;  and  yet  during  the  session*  there  has 
been  an  uncommon  want  of  agreement  between 
them.  Not  long  ago,  when  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  was  looking  over  one  of 
the  Government  measures,  he  turned  to  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  and  said,  **  Is 
not  this  monstrous  ?  "    "  No,"  said  the  honour- 


able member  for  Egmont ;  **  I  think  it  Vety 
reasonable."  That  actually  took  place,  because 
the  two  gentlemen  spoke  so  loud  that  they 
were  overheard  by  honourable  members  who 
were  behind  them.  And  it  will  be  observed 
that  there  was  a  palpable  split  between  the 
members  of  the  late  Government.  Does  the 
House  not  see  this?  While  the  honourable 
member  for  Geraldine  is  deploring  constantly 
the  borrowing  tendencies  of  the  Government^ 
the  charge  made  against  the  Government  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  is  that 
they  are  not  borrowing  sufficient  to  carry  out 
what  he  calls  his  vigorous  policy.  One  sec- 
tion of  the  late  Government  is  always  saying 
that  we  are  inclined  to  borrow  too  much ;  whilst 
the  charge  made  against  us  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  is  that  we  are  not  inclined 
to  borrow  sufficiently.  Between  these  two  it 
would  be  hard  to  find  the  happy  medium.  The 
statement  as  regards  the  condition  of  the  loan 
was,  as  I  have  said,  literally  true  from  first  to 
last.  The  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  as 
I  have  said,  anticipated  a  whole  year,  and  we 
are  now  brought  face  to  face  with  the  fact  that^ 
with  an  expenditure  which  the  honourable 
member,  in  his  colonizing  spirit,  believes  suffi- 
cient, we  shall  want  a  million  and  a  half  more 
than  he  anticipated  in  1882.  I  do  not  say 
this  by  way  of  reproach.  I  think  there  are 
great  hopes  for  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont.  In  1876,  when 'I  left  the  countiy» 
tjiat  honourable  gentleman  was  thoroughly 
imbued  with  the  general  principles  of  coloniza- 
tion. We  know  how  "  evU  communications  cor- 
rupt good  manners,"  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  fallen  into  bad  hands,  a&d  the  course 
he  has  taken  this  session,  and  what  he  has  said 
to-night — that  we  are  not  going  far  enough  in  a 
colonizing  direction — shows  me  that,  like  force 
relieved  from  confinement,  the  honourable 
gentleman,  now  that  he  can  take  free  and  in- 
dependent action,  is  inclined  to  spring  up  once 
more  into  life  and  to  advocate  a  colonizing 
policy.  That  we  have  not  been  able  to  propose 
larger  measures  to  the  House  this  session  is 
because  we  have  been  thoroughly  weighted  by 
the  responsibilities  created  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, not  only  in  the  shape  of  liabilities  here, 
but'  in  the  shape  of  commitments  at  Home, 
which  must  injure  our  hopes  of  possible  assist- 
ance in  the  London  market.  I  have  only  further 
to  say,  if  there  is  anv  honourable  member  un- 
aware of  the  fact,  that,  for  the  first  time  for 
many  years,  we  have  now  a  Minister  at  the 
head  of  the  Publio  Works  Department  who 
thoroughly  understands  it.  There  is  no  gain- 
saying that ;  and  I  attribute  it  to  the  modesty 
and  merit  of  the  late  Government  that,  being 
so  thoroughly  aware  of  their  incompetence  to 
conduct  the  affairs  of  the  department,  they,  by 
Orders  in  Council,  made  over  the  responsibility 
of  managing  the  department  to  the  depart- 
mental officer.  If  these  Orders  in  Council  were 
published,  under  which  authorities  were  given 
to  the  General  Manager,  it  would  be  found 
that,  virtually,  he  might  have  the  right  to  order 
the  Minister  out  of  the  offices  of  the  depart- 
ment. 
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Major  ATKINSON.— Bring  them  down  to- 
morrow.   Publish  them. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— That  was  the  way  the  Go- 
vernment handed  over  its  duties. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Let  us  have  them. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  whole  weight  of  the 
matter  was  thrown  upon  this  departmental 
officer,  and  the  Minister  was  a  sort  of  oma- 
mentaJ  appendage  to  make  promises  and  smooth 
matters  between  various  members  of  the  House 
and  the  department.  It  will  be  found  now 
that  Parliament  will  have  this  department 
\D.  charge  of  a  Minister  who  will  be  able  %o 
come  down  and  explain  everything  connected 
with  it  from  personal  knowledge  and  acquain- 
tance with  the  same.  Another  peculiarity 
characterized  the  late  Government  in  connec- 
tion with  roads.  The  amount  now  set  down 
is  nearly  all  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  the 
obligations  of  the  late  Government,  and  no  one 
lajnents  more  than  I  do  that  the  money  is  not 
to  be  expended,  or  most  of  it,  on  railways. 
The  road-making  of  the  late  Government  was 
of  the  most  costly  and  extravagant  nature :  not 
because  of  attention  to  local  requirements, 
but  because  of  the  faQt  that  the  late  Minister 
of  Lands  set  up  a  department  of  his  own  for 
making  roads  to  enable  lands  to  be  sold.  There 
were  three  road-making  departments  in  the 
late  Government;  The  Public  Works  Depajt- 
ment  made  roads ;  the  Native  Department  was 
its  own  roa^-maker ;  and  the  Minister  of  Lands 
had  his  department  for  road-making ;  and  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  myrmidons  of  each  came  into 
collision  with  each  other.  The  same  roads 
have  been  authorized  by  two  Ministers,  aiid 
the  County  Councils  have  authorized  the  same 
to  be  made.  In  Otago  a  County  Council  au- 
thorized a  road  to  be  made.  The  men  went 
out  to  work  on  it,  but  they  found  there  were 
already  road-makers  there  belonging  to  the 
Minister  of  Lands.  The  men  belonging  to  the 
County  Council  retired,  and  the  County  Council 
felt  very  happy  at  seeing  the  road  being  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Lands.  If  I  am  not  in- 
correctly informed,  miles  and  miles  of  roads 
have  been  made  by  the  Minister  of! Lands 
which  are  now  absolutely  overgrown.  This 
expenditure  was  incurred  with  a  view  to  the 
selling  of  the  adjoining  lands ;  but  the  lands 
were  never  sold,  the  roads  have  become  over- 
grown, and  the  large  expenditure  incurred  has 
been  tiirown  away.  I  trust  we  shall  not  have 
three  road-making  departments  in  the  present 
Government.  We  shall  also  endeavour  as  far 
as  possible  to  throw  on  the  local  bodies  the 
charge  of  making  local  roads.  We  have  done 
this  work  as  fast  as  we  can;  but  we  cannot 
do  it  any  faster,  owing  to  the  obligations  and 
responsibilities  that  have  bee^i  cast,  upon  us  by 
the  late  Grovemment.  I  am  not  insensible  of 
the  fact  that  it  is  almost  incumbent  upon  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  to  make  some 
show  of  defending  his  fmance  and  policy  ;  and 
the  fact  that  he  has  determined,  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  to  enter  upon  that  defence 
shows  how  distasteful  the  task  is  to  him. 

Major  ATKINSON. — ^It  was  consideration  for 
you. 


Sir  J.  VOGEL. — ^The  honourable  gentleman's 
consideration  for  us  is  exceedingly  great,  and 
we  are  grateful  to  him,  especially  as  we  reoog- 
nize  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  not 
unmindful  of  the  consideration  that  is  due  to 
himself.  I  admit  that  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  has  behaved  very  well.  Hemmed 
round  as  he  was  with  responsibilities  that  wen 
not  of  his  own  seeking  or  administration,  hav- 
ing, so  to  speak,  to  bear  upon  his  back  a  vast 
amount  of  Ministerial  resx)onsibility,  he  has 
chosen  with  considerable  tact  a  middle  course, 
so  as  to  as  far  as  possible  appear  not  imfaithfnl 
and  disloyal  to  his  old  colleagues.  When  they 
have  expressed  dissatisfaction  at  the  want  of 
action  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  and  said,  "  Why  do  you  not  oppose 
this,  and  why  do  you  not  oppose  that,  and  why 
did  you  not  find  fault  with  the  other  ?  "  he 
has  reasonably  answered  them,  "  I  will  not  go 
beyond  my  convictions ;  I  will  leave  that  to 
you  to  do.  I  will  defend  the  late  Government 
once  or  twice  during,  the  session  upon  general 
grounds.  I  will  make  a  financial  speech  and 
introduce  plenty  of  figures  ;  but,  as  to  opposing 
the  Government  day  after  day,  I  will  not  do 
anything  of  the  kind."  The  honourable  gentle- 
man has  gained  the  respect  of  the  House  by 
taking  that  course.  Nobody  could  possibly 
consider  that  it  was  possible  for  the  gentlemen 
on  these  benches  to  be  able  to  come  down  with 
anything  worthy  of  consideration  if  they  had 
believed  what  has  been  said  by  one  member 
of  the  late  Government.  If  he  were  to  be 
believed,  nothing  that  we  have  proposed  was 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  hardly  anything 
we  said  was  within  the  limits  of  truth.  The 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  will  have  dis- 
charged his  loyal  obligations  to  his  late  col- 
leagues, by  the  speech  which  he  has  made  to- 
night and  the  one  which  he  proposes  to  make 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Appropriation  Bill ; 
and  it  would  have  shown  want  of  consideration 
to  have  allowed  his  remarks  now  to  pass 
unchallenged.  Honourable  members  will  see 
that  we  have  been  limited  to  a  large  extent 
in  our  proposals  by  having  to  carry  out  the 
responsibilities  of  the  late  Government.  The 
present  Government  hope  to  deal  with  the 
small  means  at  their  command  with  a  view  to 
productive  results  as  early  a.s  possible.  '  Our 
proposals  are  to  carry  out  the  railways  with 
a  view  to  their  giving  us  some  revenue  in  re- 
turn for  the  expenditure  inciirred  upon  them. 
We  have  not  deceived  the  House  by  leading 
it  to  suppose  that  this  is  a  spasmodic  effort  at 
colonization.  It  must  go  on  year  after  year, 
and  the  House  must  carefully  consider  the 
position  of  the  finance  and  the  condition  of 
the  colony  with  the  view  of  determining  what 
works  shall  be  authorized  and  what  money 
shall  be  borrowed  from  year  to  year,  having 
regard  to  all  the  traditions  of  the  colony.  I 
regret  very  much,  at  this  period  of  the  session, 
to  have  so  far  intruded  upon  the  attention  of 
the  House. 

Air.  BRYCE.  —  It  requires  something  like 
courage  to  make  anything  resembling  a  speech 
at  this  period  of  the  session,  considering  the 
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impatienoe  of  honourable  znemberB  to  get  away. 
Anid  yet  I  think  it  is  scarcely  fitting  that  the 
Public  Works  Statement  should  not  meet  with 
jiscnssion.  This  Statement,  it  seems  to  me, 
•deals  to  a  very  large  extent — to  a  Teiy  unusueJ 
extent — with  finance,  and  hence,  in  that  re- 
spect, it  is  a  Financial  Statement.  It  deals  eJso, 
80  far  as  promises  are  concerned,  with  political 
subjects,  and  it  is,  in  truth,  a  politiceJ  Public 
Works  Statement.  With  respect  to  the  financial 
aspect  of  the  question,  the  Hon.  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  has  declared  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  is  a  "  baby  "  in  finance, 
and  the  Hon.  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
<declare6  that  he  himself  is  a  "  baby  "  as  com- 
pared with  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont. What  position  I  shall  occupy,  or  whose 
'"  baby  "  I  may  be,  I  am  sure  I  do  not  pretend 
to  say.  I  am  a  moderate-minded  man,  and, 
since  the  (Colonial  Treasurer  has  not  chosen 
to  defeqd  the  Statement  or  really  to  reply  to 
the  honourable  member  folr  Egmont,  I  think 
I  shall  pin  my  faith  to  the  views  of  the 
hoDouiable  member  for  Egmont.  The  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  has  made  an  attack  upon  the 
late  Govemment.  He  has  told  us  some  funny 
-stories — all  laughable,  I  may  say — some  otthem 
having  truth  in  Uiem,  and  some  of  them  not 
capable  of  proof.  He  has  proved  one  stoiy, 
which  he  has  taken  occasion  to  teU  in  rather 
•  a  peculiar  manner.  He  says  that  honourable 
gentlemen  on  these  benlches  were  overheard  by 
members  sitting  behind  them  to  make  certain 
statements  in  private  conversation.  That  is  a 
kind  of  proof  that  I  should  not  have  expected 
from  the  Treasurer ;  but,  seeing  that  the  proof 
is  so  much  to  his  taste  in  that  case,  we  may 
admit  that  that  particular  story  is  true.  The 
honourable  member  has  spoken  on  finance,  and 
has  tried  to  make  this  House  believe  perfectly 
inconceivable  things.  He  stated  that  the  late 
Oovemment  had  proposed  the  Three-Million 
Local  long  before  it  was  wanted.  That  was  the 
purport  of  his  argument,  if  I  understood  it 
aright;  and  reeJly  it  was  beyond  belief.  He 
went  on  to  complain  afterwards  that  very 
little  of  this  Three-Million  Loan  had  been  left 
free.  Well,  it  was  not  left  free,  because  it  was 
deUbetately  tied  up  by  the  Loan  Act :  it  was 
properly  tied  up  originally,  and  therefore  can- 
not be  free  nqw.  I  shall  not  enter  upon  the 
financial  question,  which  I  think  has  been  very 
well  clealt  with ;  but  I  will  say,  in  regard  to  the 
poUtical  subjects  referred  to  in  tibiis  Public 
Works  Statement,  that  I  think  most  of  us  will 
agree  with  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  that, 
if  it  is  possible  to  devise  non-political  Boards 
which  would  assist  in  the  management  of  the 
railways,  it  would  be  very  well  to  do  so ;  but 
the  honourable  member  wQl,  I  am  sure,  ibdmit 
•that  it  is  a  subject  of  considerable  difi&culty  so 
to  devise  a  Board  as  to  leave  it  sufficiently  free 
from  the  control  of  this  House,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  too  free.  That  is  a  difficulty. 
If  he  can  solve  that  difficulty  in  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  manner,  I  believe  it  will  be  the 
first  time  it  hsis  ever  been  solved,-  and  I  am 
snre  it  will  give  universal  satisfaction  to  the 
•  eolony.    I  think  it  cannot  be  solved  in  a  per- 


fect manner,  but,  if  he  makes  even  an  approxi- 
mation to  a  solution,  I  for  one  shall  not  regret  it. 
That  is  a  promise  I  only  hope  the  honourable 
member  will  be  able  to  fulfil.  The  honoucable 
member  also  made  another  promise,  in  refer- 
ence to  local  govemment — a  very  important 
promise  indeed ;  but  I  think  we  heard  some- 
thing like  it  before — and  a  good  while  before. 
I  thmk  I  have  spme  faint  recollection  of  an 
old  promise  made  by  the  Colonial  Treasurer  of 
the  establishment  of  local  governing  bodies  to 
take  the  place  of  Provinciidism.  I  think  I  re- 
member his  using  an  expression  at  that  time 
that  has  been  very  often  quoted  in  this  House, 
r  think  I  remember  his  assuring  us  that  ques- 
tions of  roads  and  bridges  would  be  no  longer 
mentioned  in  this  House  except  as  subjects 
for  congratulation  that  they  were  no  longer 
to  be  deeJt  with  on  the  floor  of  this  House. 
I  remember  that  at  that  time  he  promised 
to  the  local  bodies  "  substantieJ  endowments." 
It  is  true  he  does  not  now  promise  "  substan- 
tial endowments ;"  but  he  uses  an  equivalent 
term, "  an  assured  income."  That  is  the  phrase 
he  now  uses  for  *' substantial  endowments." 
As  for  local  govemment,  I  say  this :  that  there 
is  in  this  country  a  great  deal  of  local  govem- 
ment. If  you  qan  only  supply  your  army  of 
local  Governments  with  the  smews  of  war,  they 
will  be  able  to  fight  through  their  difficulties. 
That  is  all  they  really  want.  If  you  can 
find  them  **  an  assured  income"  they  will  do 
very  well.  But  it  is  quite  possible  that  that 
"  assured  income "  may  be  no  more  forth- 
coming than  were  the  **  substantial  endow- 
ments." If  I  understand  the  objection  which 
has  been  raised  from  time  to  time  against  the 
procedure  of  the  late  Government  in  reference 
to  the  construction  of  public  works,  it  has 
been  that  their  management  has  been  frag- 
mentary in  its  character.  Now,  I  say  that 
that  probably  WEbs  quite  true ;  but  I  add  that 
it  must  be  the  case  in  respect  to  any  Gk>vem- 
ment  in  carrying  on  public  works. '  The  confi- 
guration of  the  country  and  the  necessities  of 
localities  require  a  great  many  of  these  works 
to  be  carried  on  simultaneously,  and  the  works 
will  always  be  open  to  that  objection.  At  any 
rate,  I  see  no  indication  in  the  Public  Worl^ 
Statement  before  us  that  there  will  be  any  im- 
provement in  that  respect.  The  honourable 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  has  stated  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  was  imbued 
with  a  time  colonizing  spirit  at  the  time  the 
present  Treasurer  left  for  England.  I  admit 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  was, 
of  the  late  Govemment,  perhaps  the  most  san- 
guine in  his  desire  to  carry  on  public  works; 
and  perhaps,  also,  I  was  the  least  sanguine 
of  that  Govemment,  or  the  least  desirous  of 
indulging  in  borrowing.  It  has  been  said  in 
this  House,  as  if  it  were  beyond  question,  that 
the  late  Govemment  had  intended  to  parry  on. 
the  construction  of  public  works  at  the  rate  of 
one  million  per  annum  for  an  almost  indefinite 
time,  or  until  the  scheme  of  public  woi^  was 
completed.  Well,  I  never  imderstood  it  in  that 
way.  It  is  quite  true  that  at  the  time  the 
Three-Million  Loan  was  entered  upon  it  was  de- 
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■eided  to  expend  the  Three-Million  Loan  at  the 
rale  of  a  million  a  year,  witii  a  million  extra 
for  the  North  Island  Railway.  But  I,  for  one, 
never  understood  that  it  would  be  incum- 
bent upon  the  Government  to  propose  to 
continue  that  expenditure  at  the  same  rate. 
It  is  possible  that  I  should  have  agreed  to 
this  rate  of  expenditure ;  but  I  should  have 
done  so  against  my  own  judgment  and  because 
I  could  not  do  better,  for  I  do  think  that  we 
ought  to  curtail  our  borrowing  rather  than  in- 
crease it.  I  think  in  that  lies  our  only  safety. 
I  should  have  advocated — whether  I  should 
have  carried  it  or  not — a  continued  borrowing 
at  a  less  rate  than  a  million  a  ^ear,  with  a 
gradual  reduction ;  for  I  believe,  if  you  go  on 
borrowing  at  this  rate  and  are  suddenly  stopped 
some  time — es  we  may  be  from  outside  causes 
that  we  cannot  control — very  grave  difficulties 
may  fall  upon  the  colony  in  consequence;  it 
would  produce,  I  believe,  great  disturbance  in 
the  baumce  of  trade,  and  might,  in  that  way, 
produce  commercial  disaster.  As  has  been 
pointed  out  to  me  by  a  person  for  whose  opin- 
ion I  have  great  respect,  it  might  also  lead  to 
a  iGkrge  number  of  men  being  thrown  out  of 
employment.  Money  would  certainly  in  that 
case  have  to  be  borrowed  at  .a  higher  rate  of 
interest  than  the  colony  would  like  to  pay, 
merely  to  provide  funds  for  the  employment  of 
those  men  who  might  otherwise  be  reduced  to 
a  state  of  very  great  distress.  Now,  I  think 
the  only  way  to  avoid  these  possible  disasters 
is  ta  gradually  diminish  our  loans.  My  own 
idesi  would  be  to  diminish  these  loans  until 
they  came  down  to  almost  a  vanishing-point, 
and  then  we  might  be  in  a  fair  position  to 
consider  whether  dt  not  the  colony  was  in  a 
condition  to  borrow  further.  Now,  I  should 
like  to  say  a  word  about  the  expenditure  upon 
opened  lines,  which  is  really  a  very  serious 
matter  for  consideration.  The  Minister  for 
Public  Works  will,  I  am  sure,  be  aware  that 
there  will  Be  always  great  pressure  brought  to 
bear  upon  him  to  improve  the  open  railways. 
It  is  from  settled  districts  that  the  pressure 
will  come  for  further  expenditure.  I  pointed 
out,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the  House 
is  Teally  to  some  extent  deceived,  or  has  been 
to  some  extent  deceived,  by  the  manner  in 
which  these  votes  were  taken.  For  instance, 
votes  were  taken  for  the  Wellington- Woodville 
Railway.  The  House  understood,  in  a  way, 
that  the  vote  was  for  an  extension  of  the  rail- 
way; but  sums  had  to  be  ti^Een  from  this 
vote  for  the  improvement  of  the  line  opened. 
I  would  point  out  this :  that,  if  we  are  to  con- 
tinue to  borrow  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
those  lines  already  open,  we  shall  curtail  our 
powers  to  construct  new  works.  Tne  colony 
can  only  borrow  a  certain  amount,  or  would  be 
only  supposed  to  borrow  a  certain  amount,  of 
money,  and,  of  course,  whatever  you  take  from 
that  and  expend  upon  open  lines  you  must 
subtract  from  the  amount  available  for  expendi- 
ture upon  extension  of  lines  or  upon  new  lines. 
Therefore  it  is  that  we  ought  to  carefully  guard 
against  any  increased  expenditure  on  open  lines. 
So  far  as  I  imderstand  the  Statement,  while  the 
Mr.  Bryu 


expenditure  on  open  lines  is  condemned,  and,  I 
think,  properly  condemned,  there  is  no  dispo- 
sition shown  to  curtail  that  expenditure ;  and, . 
indeed,  as  I  read  the  estimates,  the  intenticni 
is  rather  to  increase  the  expenditure  of  thai 
sort.  As  I  said  on  a  former  occasion,  I  undep- 
stand  £170,000  is  to  be  spent  on  open  lines, 
and  I  think  that  is  far  too  much.  My  view  of 
the  question  is  that  a  line  should  be  oompleted 
in  a  moderate  manner,  as  to  both  oonstmctioiL 
and  equipment,  and  nothing  further  should  be 
done  towards  improving  that  line  until  it  can 
improve  itself  —  until  the  returns  from  that 
line  are  sufficient  to  make  the  improvements. 
I  think,  imless  we  adopt  some  such  principle  as 
that,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  money  that 
we  have  available  for  railway  construction  will 
be  absorbed  by  open  lines.  I  have  said  that  I 
agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in  the 
condemnation,  to  some  extent,  of  what  has 
been  done  in  the  past ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  add 
that  I  am  afraid  that  the  expenditure  in  that 
way  is  going  to  be  increased  rather  than  di- 
minished in  the  future.  Sir,  I  will  not  say 
now  more  than  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to 
my  objection  to  increased  borrowing,  for,  since 
I  have  been  desirous  to  reduce  the  borrowittg 
below  a  million,  it  must  be  evident  from  that 
fact  that  I  have' considerable  objection  to  seeiiig 
it  increased  to  a  million  and  a  naif.  I  think  it 
is  going  in  the  wrong  direction,  and  is  likely* 
to  produce  ultimately  bad  results  to  the  coun- 
try ;  for  I  conceive,  if  you  indulge  in  large  az- 
penditure  of  borrowed  money,  you  do  not  by 
that  means  increase  the  productiveness  of  the 
country.  On  the  contrary,  for  a  time  at  least, 
and  for  a  considerable  time,  the  effect  will  be  in 
exactly  l^e  opposite  direction.  That  is  evident 
from  our  experience  in  this  colony  already,  for, 
although  our  expenditure  of  borrowed  money  > 
has  been  very  large,  yet  the  products  of  the 
country  are  lower  per  head  than  they  ate  in 
any  other  colony.  I  think  that  must  be  so, 
and  cannot  very  well  be  otherwise,  because  the 
expenditure  of  this  money,  which  has  not  been 
earned,  but  which  has  been  derived  from  loan 
and  other  sources,  must  have  the  effect  of 
increasing  the  number  of  traders  and  middle- 
men, and  causing  a  great  aggregation  of  peo|da 
in  the  centres.  That  is  the  reason,  I  take  it, 
why  the  productive  power  of  this  country  in 
proportion  to  population  is  so  low.  I  shall  not 
trouble  the  House  by  going  further  inio  this 
qil^stion,  and,  indeed,  I  feel  it  is  averydiffionlt 
mattet  to  speak  at  all,  considering  the  anxiety 
of  honourable  members  to  close  the  session. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  only  wish  to  expressive 
great  pleasure  which  one  remark  of  the  Trear 
surer  afforded  me,  when  he  pointed  out  the 
anoiftalous  system  of  government  instituted  by 
the  Atkinson  Ministry,  and  drew  attention  to 
the  fact,  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  roads 
and  bridges,  that  tiie  Lands  Department,  the 
Native  Department,  and  the  Pubbc  Works  De- 
partment were  all  engaged  in  this  work.  I 
should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Mines  Department  was  also  engaged  in  it, 
and  likewise  the  Survey  Department;  so  that  - 
we  had,  in  reality,  five  departments  of  the^ 
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General  Govemment  exigaged  in  local  works. 
I  am  glad  the  Treasurer  has  called  attention  to 
this  matter,  so  that  we  may  hope  he  will  step 
in  and  prevent  the  construction  of  local  worlm 
being  carried  on  in  the  way  it  has  heen  for 
yean  past.  If  you  have  County  (jouncils  and 
Borough  Councils,  and  other  loceJ  bodies,  and  if 
money  is  voted  for  local  works,  then  the  mem- 
bezs  of  these  local  bodies  should  be  the  best 
juidges  to  decide  upon  the  direction  and  mode 
in  which  these  local  works  should  be  carried 
out.  There  is  also  another  system  which  has 
grown  up,  of  taking  the  advice-  of  the  Wardens 
as  to  the  direction  in  which  roads  should  be 
ocknstructed,  and  that  is  a  system  which  I  think 
should  not  be  carried  on.  .1  hope  the  present 
Government  will  not  follow  the  late  Govern- 
ment in  that  direction. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE.  —  I  am  not  going  to 
discuss  either  this  Govemment  or  the  late 
Govemment,  or  to  say  which  are  the  best  ad- 
ministrators. I  think  a  great  deal  more  is  said 
on  the  merits  of  various  Administrations  than 
is  either  pleasant  to  listen  to  or  expedient  for 
the  good  of  the  country.  It  does  not  matter 
very  greatly  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand 
who  is  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  colony,  so 
long  as  you  have  a  tolerably  honest  adnainis- 
tration ;  and  I  deprecate  the  remarks  which 
are  bandied  about  from  one  side' of  the  House 
to  the  other  as  to  maladministration  of  the< 
affairs  of  the  country.  I  have  no  doubt  that,  at 
the  end  of  five  years,  if  those  honourable  gentle- 
men are  still  in  office,  a  considerable  amount 
of  maladministration  will  be  on  record  against 
'  them,  and  I  only  hope  that  they  will  be  dealt 
with  in  a  moderate  spirit.  I  regrelited  very 
much  to  hear  the  Colonial  Treasurer  say  that 
in  his  opinion  a  policy  of  construction  of  roads 
*and  bridges  was  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
colony — WuBkt  in  fact,  if  this  policy  of  opening  up 
Crown  lands  by  the  construction  of  roads  prior 
to  sale  was  to  be  continued,  it  would  have  to  be 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  local  bodies.  Now, 
coming  from  a  part  of  the  colony  which  has 
never  participated  in  the  railway  construction 
of  New  Zealand,  I  have  always  stronglv  held 
4hat,  so  long  as  the  colony  continues  to  borrow 
largely,  we,  in  such  districts,  have  a  right  to 
demand  that  a  portion  of  the  lo&n  shall  be  ex- 
pended in  the  construction  of  road^and  bridges 
lor  the  benefit  of  such  districts,  if  we  are 
to  be  taxed  equally  with  other  districts  which 
benefit  by  the  expenditure,  and  if  we  are  to 
contribute,  year  by  year,  our  share  to  the  ex- 
penses in  the  way  of  interest  and  other  charges 
on  the  loans  which  are  raised.  What  will  be 
the  position  of  those  of  us  who  live  in  those 
districts  if  the  policy  which  the  Treasurer  has 
stated  is  given  efiect  to  ?  In  the  Public  Works 
Statement  it  is  admitted  that,  if  these  works 
and  other  charges,  such  as  charitable  eud,  are 
to  be  cast  on  the  local  bodies,  special  taxation, 
either  a  property-  or  an  income-tax,  wiU  have 
to  be  resorted  to  to  meet  this  expenditure ;  and 
I  presume  there  will  also  be  the  ordinary  taxa- 
tion to  meet  the  interest  on  the  loans  for  rail- 
ways ;  so  that  those  who  are  unfortunate  enough 
to  live  in  districts  where  there  are  no  railways 


will  be  taxed  for  them,  and  will  also  have  to  • 
find  money  to  constmct  roads  and  bridges  and 
other  works.  I  think  that  is  a  very  great  error. 
The  ^licy  of  making  roads  to  open  up  land  is 
certamly  a  much  sounder  one  than  the  making . 
of  railways.  The  honourable  member  for  Grey- 
mouth  seems  to  be  very  sad  because  there  have 
been  four  or  five  departments  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  roads,  but  I  should  have  thought 
that  he  would  have  been  extremely  glad  that 
such  was  the  case.  I  take  it  that,  so  long  as 
those  works  are  done  reasonably  and  economi- 
cally, it  does  not  matter  which  department 
makes  them.  I  have  been  very  unsuccessful  in 
getting. them  made  by  any  department,  and  I 
should  be  glad  if  all  the  five  departments  went  - 
to  work  in  my  district.  Now,  I  wish  to  put  on 
record  my  opinion  as  to  the  efieot  of  the  policy 
of  public  works  of  the  present  Govemment. 
Many  years  ago  I  came  to  the  conclusion — and 
it  has  been  forced  upon  me  much  more  rapidly 
of  late — that  the  railway  policy  of  New  Zealand 
is  going  to  land  us  in  great  difficulties.  The 
Minister  for  Public  Works  estimates  that  there 
will  be  an  annual  increase  in  the  revenue  from 
the  railways,  and  he  makes  that  calculation 
with  the  startling  fact  staring  him  in  the  face 
that  for  the  last  twelve  months  the  railway 
receipts  have  not  at  all  increased  in  proportion 
to  the  mileage  opened,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
local  productions — and  more  especially  the  pro- 
duction of  grain,  which  has  been  a  large  con- 
tributor to  the  railway  .revenue — have  been 
almost  paralysed,  and  that  the  price  of  mer- 
chandise has  been  low  throughout  the  whole 
world,  while  there  appears  to  be  no  prospect  of 
better  times.  Witii  these  facts  in  view,  it  is 
still  the  policy  of  the  Govemment  to  borrow 
largely,  and  I  look  forward  with  the  greatest  > 
anxiety  to  the  efiects  of  this  borrowing  policy. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  to  gradually  reduce  the  public 
works  expenditure  until  it  is  brought  within 
reasonable  limits,  and  that  the  energy  of  the 
colony  should  be  concentrated  on  completing 
each  of  the  chief  lines  of  railway  in  its  turn — 
that  we  should  devote  the  whole  of  the  money 
we  are  going  to  borrow  to  that  work — and  ths^ 
other  parts  of  New  Zealand  should  wait  until 
these  works  are  -  completed  and  until  we  see 
the  effect  of  them  on  the  taxpayer.  I  think 
if  such  a  policy  had  been  put  in  operation  it 
would  have  had  the  effect  of  gradually  reducing 
the  public  expenditure  and  the  borrowing 
powers  of  the  Glovernment.  There  Gkre  many 
rskilways  which  do  not  pay  their  expenses. 
There  is,  for  instance,  the  Poxton-New  Ply- 
mouth Bailway:  if  I  am  rightly  informed,, 
it  takes  £107  to  collect  every  £100  of  revenue 
from  that  railway.  The  Minister  for  Public 
Works  tells  us  that  when  the  main  trunk  line 
is  completed  it  will  add  enormously  to  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  fragmentary  lines  through- 
out the  North  Island.  No  doubt  it  will  add  a 
certain  amount  to  the  railway  revenue;  but 
I  hold  that,  when  that  line  is  completed,  and 
when  other  gigantic  works  are  completed,  un- 
less there  is  some  great  advance  in  the  staple 
products  of  the  country,  the  receipts  from  tiie  - 
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^railways,  in  proportion  to  the  mileage  open,  will 
decrease  very  considerably.  I  am  sony  the 
Oovemment  did  not  see  their  way  to  deeide 
upon  a  moderate  policy,  and  so  reduce  our 
taxation,  and  bring  our  annual  expenditure 
within  reasonable  limits. 

Mr,  ROLLESTON.— There  are  a  few  words 
^at  I  wish  to  say  with  reference  to  some  ob- 
servations which  fell  from  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer. I  do  not  intend  to  raise  any  debat- 
•«ble  matter,  but  I  am  sure  the  House  will 
think  I  am  justified  in  placing  on  record  on 
this  occasion,  one  of  the  few  that  now  re- 
main to  us,  a  few  facts  in  regard  to  a  question 
in  which  I  take  great  interest — that  is,  the 
-question  of  road-making  in  future.  No  doubt 
.one  of  the  most  embarrassing  questions  at  the 
present  time  for  any  Gbvemment  to  determine 
IS  how  to  deal  with  different  classes  of  roads 
— roads  through  settled  districts,  main  roads, 
and  roads  to  open  up  Grown  lands.    Any  system 

•  of  loceJ  government  which  can  be  devised  by 
the  Government  must  have  for  its  object  the 
placing  upon  localities  the  duty  of  making 
local  roads.  But  what  I  want  to  lay  down  as 
an  axiom  is  this :  that,  with  regard  to  deal- 
ing with  the  waste  lands  of  the  Crown  in  a 
satisfactory  way,  there  is  no  other  satisfactory 
method  of  opening  up  these  lands  than  that 

'  -  of  the  Government  doing  it.  I  hold  that  idea 
firmly.  The  principle  upon  which  the  waste 
lands  have  been  administered  during  the  last 
four  or  five  years  has  been  that  the  proceeds 

•of  Crown  lands  should  be  primarily  charged 
with  the  cost  of  efficiently  opening  up  other 

'blocks  of  land  for  sale.  The  work  thiftt  has 
been  done  has  been  characterized  by  the  Colo- 
nial  Treasurer  in  a  way  that  it  very  little 

•deserves.  He  says  there  has  been  confusion 
between  the  functions  of  the  local  Govern- 
ment and  the  functions  of  the  departments* 

-of  the  General  Government.  It  may  be  that 
there  has  been  a  certain  amount  of  confusion, 
but  it  proceeded  necessarily  from  the  condition 

'  of  things  With  which  we  had  to  deal.  The  de- 
partment over  which  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  presiding  has  taken  every  opportunity  to 
utilize  the  different  agencies  that  were  avail- 
able, and  has  done  so  successfully.  I  should 
like  to  place  on  record  what  has  been  done 

•  during  the  last  four  years  in  respect  of  open- 
ing u]9  Crown  lands ;  and  it  is  &own  in  the 
foUowmg  return  obtained  from  the  Lands  De- 
partment:— 

A  General  Statement  of  the  Area  of  Cbown 
Lands  opened  out  by  Roads  during  the  Last 
Four  Years. 


Boftds. 


Area. 


Cost. 


North  Island, 


Auckland 
^aranaki 
Hawke's  Bay 
Wellington 
'Sundry  roads 

Totals 
Mr.  Hunthouse 


Miles. 

Acres. 

£ 

379 

494,000 

72,423 

2d0 

206,000 

24,844 

96 

148,000 

7,642 

219 

256,000 

29,678 

•• 

•• 

4,154 

924 

1,104,000 

138,141 

SoiUh  Island. 


Nelson   . . 

Marlborough 

Westland 

Canterbury 

Otago     . . 

Southland 

Totals 


Totals 


Miles. 

Acres. 

£ 

98 

68,000 

20,21$ 

18 

12,000 

7,441 

83 

130,000 

25,538 

42 

80,000 

13,32S 

130 

271,000 

26,564 

35 

39,000 

11,12S 

406 

600,000 

104,204 

Whole  Colony, 
..  I  1,330  i  1,704,000  I  242,345 


During  the  same  period  of  four  years-^from  the 
dlst  March,  1880,*  to  the  20th  March,  1884— 
1,277,593  acres  have  been  disposed  of,  as  fol- 
low :  On  settlement  conditions  (3,946  selectozs), 
683,215  acres ;  for  cash,  694,378  eu:res :  total, 
1,277,593  acres.    The  Treasurer  deals  lu^y 
with  the  questions  of  railways  and  fiT^Annrng^ 
but  my  belief  is  that,  at  the  present  time,  we 
have  railways  running  through  country  whidi  i 
is  practically  waste,  for  the  want  of  settle-  ; 
ment.    You  have,  for  instance,  in  the  Forty-  ; 
Mile  Bush,  a  large  tract  of  country  which,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  is  shut  up  for  w«uit  of  ; 
roads;   and  the  local  bodies  that  now  exist 
have  no  direct  interest  in  opening  up  titese 
lands  byroads,  or,  anyhow,  have  not  that  direct  : 
interest  which  the  central  Government  has.  ! 
There  is  an  excellent  paragraph  that  I  should  ! 
like  the  House  to  mark  in  tne  Grown  Lands 
Beport  for  last  year  on  this  point.    It  reads 
as  follows : — 

"  There  are  many  blocks  of  valoable  Crofm 
lands  in  both  Islands  which  could  be  adduced 
as  of  no  more  actual  value  for  the  practical 
purpose  of  settling  a  thriving  population  ori 
them  in  their  present  inaccessible  state  than 
if  they  were  so  much  waste  or  water.  But  it 
will  suffice  to  adduce  as  an  illustration  thai 
in  the  extensive  Gkrea  of  Crown  lands  in  the 
Seventy  -  Mile  Bush,  on  the  line  between 
Masterton  and  Napier,  there  is  an  excellent 
coach -road  running  through,  and  a  trunk 
line  of  railway  also  in  course  of  construction, 
but,  unless  the  Land  Department  is  enabled 
to  run  cross  branch  roads  from  these  trunk 
fines  to  the  Crown  lands,  the  influence  of 
such  great  and  costly  lines  of  communicatiGn 
will  have  but  a  very  partial  effect  in  settling 
the  lands  even  in  their  close  vicinity." 

No  system  of  local  government  will  really 
administer  this  work  of  **  reading  "  land  before 
sale  as  it  should  be  done.  The  tendency  of  tJl 
local  bodies  is  simply  to  improve  roads  near 
existing  settlement ;  but  what  we  want  is  to 
open  up  the  land  iii  such  a  way  as  to  create 
revenue  for  the  future,  and  foster  settiement 
The  land  question  seems  to  me  to  be  by  far  the 
greatest  question  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Government  in  the  future— a  far  greater  ques- 
tion than  any  other  that  can  occupy  theit 
attention.  We  have  had  a  Land  Bill  this 
session,  and  I  believe  that,  with  the  improre- 
ments  that  have  been  put  in  it  in  Committee 
in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  it  will  be 
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$  osefal  measure ;  but  there  is  plenty  of  zoom 
for  farther  improvements  and  for  further  pro- 
mon  to  promote  settlement.  I  am  not  at  all 
fttoudof  the  criticism  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 
He  faiows  very  little  about  it.  He  has  hardly 
any  idea  of  what  this  question  of  settlement 
means,  except  so  far  as  it  leads  up  to  financing 
on  the  Stock  Exchange;  and  to  me — I  have 
had  fts  much  practical  experience  of  settlement 
as  any  one — it  is  quite  beside  the  question  that 
he  should  sneer  at  what  has  been  done.  The 
woik  of  the  Land  Department  from  one  end  of 
the  colony  to  the  otner  is  well  known,  and  I 
am  peisonally  well  known,  and.  any  criticism 
that  the  honourable  member  may  pass  will  not 
aSeot  the  public  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
voik  that  nas  been  done  during  the  past  five 
teus.  There  are  thousands  of  people  who  will 
be  proud  of  the  progress  that  has  been  made 
donng  that  time. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  only  wish  to  place  on  record 
—to  use  the  expression  of  the  last  speaker — 
Qoe  or  two  words,  in  reply  to  what  fell  from  the 
hononrable  member  for  Egmont  on  one  point. 
He  said,  when  referring  to  the  Kaikoura  Itoad, 
that  this  vote  showed  a  new  practice  inaugu- 
rated by  the  Government.  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  honourable  member.  This  Kaikoura 
Koad  has  had  thousands  bpent  upon  it  during 
the  last  few  years.  Ten  thousand.pounds  were 
^ent  upon  it  in  1882,  and  the  Public  Worlpi  Ap- 
propriation Act  for  1883  also  shows  that  several 
thousands  were  voted  for  the  road.  I  admit  that 
the  question  of  roads  has  loomed  too  largely  in 
this  General  Assembly.  '  I  pointed  out  long 
ago,  at  the  time  of  Abolition,  that  the  work  of 
the  Provincial  Councils  would  be  thrown  upon 
the  General  Assembly:  and  that  has  come 
about.  This  system  of  opening  up  Crown 
lands  before  sale  was  started  by  Mr.  Donald 
Beid,  and  £50,000  was  the  limit,  and  this 
money  was  to  come  out  of  the  Land  Fund : 
hat  it  has  developed  into  a  road-making 
machine ;  and,  although  I  agree  that  the  local 
bodies  do  not  pay  sufficient  attention  to  new 
districts,  but  confine  their  atten^on  to  settted 
districts,  still  it  is  an  unfortunate  thing  that 
zoad-making  should  have  come  before  Parlia- 
ment as  it  has  done.  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
system  of  local  govermnent  will  be  either  effi- 
cient or  satisfactory  to  the  people  until  Parlia- 
ment has  been  relieved  of  local  duties.  To 
me  it  is  a  most  sad  thing  that  so  large  an 
amount  of  the  money  that  we  are  borrowing 
should  be  spent  in  road-making,  and  so  little 
upon  reproductive  works  which  will  imme- 
diiately  give  revenue  to  the  colony,  like  rail- 
ways. But  we  have  got  into  this  system,  and 
it  will  take  a  long  time  before  we  can  get  out 
of  it ;  but,  if  we  wish  to  have  any  progress  or 
reform  ma^e  in  our  finance,  we  must  seek  for 
it  only  in  this  way :  By  taking  away  from  this 
central  Parliament  the  local  functions  now 
cast  upon  it,  and  casting  upon  spme  local 
bodies,  by  whatever  name  they  are  called, 
load-making  and  many  other  colonizing  opera- 
tions that  we  now  carry  on  through  the  General 
Government.  , 
Motion  agreed  to. 


IN  COMXITTEB. 
PUBLIC  WORKfl  FUND. 

Cr^ss  n.— Public  Works,  Dbpabtmeiital. 
Vote,  £80,057,  agreed  to. 

Class  ni.— Railways. 

New  Works.  —  Construction  and  Land,^. 
£780,200. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  asked  if  the  main  line^. 
from  Napier  to  Wellington  was  decided  to  be 
taken  by  wa^r  of  Palinerston  North. 

Mr.  E.  BICHABDSON  replied  that  there 
was  no  doubt  about  it.  The  latter  was  by  far  - 
the  shortest  route,  and  the  gradients  were 
easier'. 

Mr.  BOLLESTON  said  the  general  under- 
standing  always  had  been  that  the  Goverzmient' ' 
would,  in  its  own  interest,  further  the  line 
between  Masterton  and  Woodville,  rather  than 
the  one  to  connect  atPalmerston.  His  experi- 
ence convinced  him  that  there  would  otiier- 
wise  be  great  disappointment  as  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  land  from  Woodville  southward. 
By  coimecting  with  Palmerston  through  the> 
Gorge  they  would  be  giving  a  large  additional 
value  to  the  railway  and  land  of  a  private 
company,  and,  at  the  same  time,  he  thought^ 
very  largely  retarding  the  settlement  of  the 
best  piece  of  land  for  settlement  of  all  the- 
Crown  lands  left.  So  far  as  he  knew,  there 
was  now  no  land  in  New  Zealand  open  foE- 
settlement  equal  to  the  Seventy-Mile  Bush. 

Mr.  E.  BICHABDSON  quite  agreed  that  it- 
would  be  better,  to  promote  settlement,  that 
the  Masterton-WoodviUe  line  should  be  pushed 
on.  But  there  was  no  idea  of  abandoning  that, 
line. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  if  the  £6,000  for  the 
Greymouth-Hokitika  line  could  not  be  spent 
at  itLQ  Greymouth  end.  That  line  was  com- 
menced about  six  years  ago.  At  the  Greymouth 
end  some  three  or  four  miles  had  been  made,, 
but  some  of  the  culverts  had  been  washed 
away,  and  several  bridges  had  fallen  down; 
and  it  was  something  similar  at  the  Hokitika- 
end.  Between  the  two  towns  there  were  three 
very  large  rivers  to  be  bridged ;  and,  if  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  construct  the  line-* as- 
he  certainly  hoped  they  did — ^he  thought  they 
should  have  proposed  votes  to  make  these 
three  big  bridges,  and  then,  if  they  were  unable 
to  complete  the  line,  the  bridges  would  come 
in  for  ordinary  traffic,  and  there  would  be  no 
waste  of  money.  Makii^g  a  few  miles  at  each 
end  was  not  spending  the  Public  Works  Fund 
as  the  Treasurer  and  the  Government  in  bring- 
ing down  their  policy  had  said  it  ought  to  be 
spent.  They  condemned  the  fragm^tary  way 
in  which  railways  had  been  made  as  an  unwise 
policy,  but  now  they  seemed  rather  inclined  to 
follow  that  policy.  He  trusted  the  MinlSter 
would  see  his  way  to  spend  the  money  in  such 
a  way  as  to  get  the  large  rivers  bridged.  The 
Government  should  put  its  foot  down  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  E.  BICHABDSON  said,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  put  its'  foot  down,  it  would  have 
put  its  foot  down  against  the  spending  of  any 
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money  at  all  on  this  line ;  but  it  had  been  re- 
presented to  him  that  going  on  with  the  line  at 
the  Hokitika  end  would  enable  a  part  of  the 
railway  to  be  uBed.  But  for  that  he  would 
have  completed  the  bridges,  and  have  asked  for 
votes  in  &e  future  for  the  line  when  the  har- 
bour works  at  Greymouth  were  more  near  corn- 


Vote,  £780,200,  agreed  to. 

Additions  to  open  lines,  £308,688,  agreed  to. 

Permanent-way,  sleepers,  and  romng-stock, 
£465,778. 

Mr.  Or,  F.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Edendale- 
7oitois  Railway  was  useless  till  it  was  extended 
two  mUes.  The  end  of  the  present  formation 
was  quite  unapproachable.  If  the  department 
iound  it  undesirable  to  spend  this  £8^026  on 
the  completion  of  the  present  section,  could 
the  money  be  devoted  to  more  formation  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  votes  were 
divided,  and  it  would  not  be  competent  to 
•divert  this  money. 

Vote,  £466,778,  agreed  to. . 

€iiAss  IV. — SxmvEYS  of  New  Linbs'of  Raid- 
way. 

Surveys  of  new  lines,  North  Island,  £16,000, 
agreed  to. 

Surveys  of  new  lines,  Middle  Island,  £12,000. 

Mr.  GILLIES  asked  what  this  was  intended 
to  cover.  This  was  proposing  to  spend  money 
on  new  lines  before  completmg  those  already 
begun.  Surely  they  should  not  start  more  new 
lines  until  some  of  those  so  long  in  progress  had 
been  finished. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  nearly  all  this 
lutnount  had  bedn  already  spent,  mainly  in 
•  connection  with  the  survey  of  the  East  and 
West  Coast  line.  Several  incomplete  surveys 
had  to  be  finished,  and  there  were  others  autho- 
rized by  the  House  yet  to  be  begun. 

Vote,  £12,000,  agreed  to. 

Class  V. — Roads. 

Roads,  bridges,  and  wharves,  North  of  Auck- 
land, £103,800,  agreed  to. 

Main  roads,  £66,600. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked  if  the  item,  <<  Hokitika 
to  Christohurch,  £16,000,''  was  for  mainten- 
anoe  only. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  greater  part 
was  the  unexpended  portion  of  a  vote  of  last 
year,  and  the  rest  was  for  bridges. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works  to  make  a  note  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  main  road  through  Pelorus  District  and 
the  Rai  Valley  had  been  made.  Certain  por- 
tions had  been  completed  in  a  vary  satisfactory 
manner;  but  certam  other  portions  had  been 
left  entirely  ungEavelled,  so^that  there  were 
some  miles  of  pOTfectly  good  road,  intersected 
by *a  mile  or  two  impassable  for  vehicles,  being 
mu&etalled ;  and  yet  It  had  been  taken  over 
from  the  contractors.  Could  the  honourable 
gentleman  see  the  reason  for  making  the  road 
in  so  peculiar  a  manner  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  he  would  maJce  a 
notA  of  it. 

Mi.  BROWN  said  they  ought  to  know  more 
Mr,  E.  Bichardson 


about  this  road.  They  had  already  spent  £5,300, 
and  now  £8,600  more  was  to  be  voted.  That 
was  a  large  sum  for  a  toad  in  that  district. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  nearly  all  the 
money  had  been  expended. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  whjr  so  large  a  sum  wbs 
spent  on  a  road  in  a  district  of.  that  kind  with 
so  sparse  a  population. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  road  had 
been  decided  upon  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  and 
money  had  been  put  on  the  estimates  for  it 
year  after  year,  but  not  spent.  There  was  a 
vote  for  it  when  he  was  formerly  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  and  he  believed  the  work  had 
been  begun  in  the  old  provincial  days. 

Vote,  £66,600,  agreed  to. 

Miscelleoieous  roads  and  bridges,  £96,919. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  wished  to  know  whether 
these  sums  of  money  were  voted  to  be  expended 
in  the  districts  under  the  supervision  of  &e 
Gk>vemment,  or  whether  they  would  be  handed 
over  to  the  local  bodies  for  expenditure. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  in  some 
cas^  the  money  would  be  ex|>ended  by  the 
local  bodies  under  the  supervision  of  the  Qo- 
vemment. 

Mr.  BROWN  thought  that,  where  possible, 
.the  County  Councils  should  be  made  use  of,  as 
by  that  means  a  good  deal  might  be  saved. 

Mr.  GILLIES  thought  the  principle  sug- 
gested was  not  a  sound  one,  or  one  likely  to 
lead  'to  eoonomy.  The  works  should,  he 
thought,  be  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
local  body  or  of  the  Grovemment ;  and,  if  the 
Government  found  the  money,  it  should  see  to 
its  expenditure. 

Vote,  £96,919,  agreed  to. 

Grants  in  aid  under  "  The  Roads  and  Bridges 
Construction  Act,  1882,"  £304,200,  agreed  to. 

Roads  to  open  up  lands  before  sale,  £183,808. 

Mr.  BEETHAM  considered  that  a  larger  sum 
should  have  been  ^ced  on  the  estimates  for 
expenditure  in  the  Wairarapa  District. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  believed  that  the  func- 
tions of  the  Assemblv  ceased  in  regud  to  the 
maJdng  of  roads  and  bridges  when  the  land  was 
sold.  The  district  referred  to  required  opening 
up ;  it  had  a  grand  prospect  before  it,  mid  had 
be^  sadly  neglected. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  hoped  the  Minister  would 
visit  the  Wairarajpa  during  the  recess,  as  that 
would  convince  him  of  the  necessity  for  some- 
thing more  to  be  done.  If  the  district  loimd 
Masterton  were  opened  with  roads  it  would 
carry  a  very  large  population. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  would  like  to  know  if 
the  item,  "  Nelson  ^HisoeUaneons,  £14000," 
was  to  enable  the  Nelson  Land  Board  to  pm- 
ohase  rights-of-way  in  certain  cfuses. 

Mr.  B.  RICHARDSON.— Yes. 

Vote,  £133,808,  agreed  to. 

Roads  on  gold  fields,  £12,181,  agreed  to. 

CiiAss  VI.— Wa^tbbwobks  on  Gold  Fxelm. 

Water-races,  Middle  Island,  £12,857. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked  what  Sludge- 
channel  No.  2  at  Kumara  was  intended  for. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  proper  course  vocid 
be  for  the  Government  not.  to  snake  this  cban- 
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Bel»  but  to  leave  it  to  those  who  were  interested 
in  it. 

Mr.  E.  BICHARDSON  said  this  channel 
mB  intended  as  a  relief-chazmel. 

Vote,  £12,657,  agreed  to. 

»  Class  VII. — Pubchase   op   Native    Lands, 

NOBTB  ISLAIID. 

Vote,  £90,000,.a^6ed  to. 

Class  VIII. — Telegbaph  Extension. 
Vote,  £29,322,  agreed  to. 

Class  IX.— Public  Buildings. 
Judicial,  £29,066. 
Mr.  W.  D.  STEWABT  thought  the  amount 

Xded  in  the  erection  of  gaols  all  over  the 
J  was  alt6gether  unnecessaiy.  He  ob- 
served there  was  again  an  amount  of  £7,000  for 
the  Mount  Cook  Prisoni  He  begged  to  move. 
That  the  item  be  reduced  by  £1,000. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  thought  the  Mount  Cook 
Prison  ought  to  be  proceeded  with  more  expe- 
ditiously. 

Mr.  TOLE  understood  that  in  about  eighteen 
months'  time  a  portion  of  this  prison  would  be 
fit  for  occupation  by  prisoners.  It  would  be  a 
waste  of  money  to  stop  the  work  now.     . 

Mr.  BROWN  maintained  that  the  prison 
OQght  not  to  be  erected  on  a  site  in  the  centre 
of  a  large  city,  but  should  be  placed  a  few 
miles  out  of  town,  where  a  larger  area  could  be 
procured,  with  a  view  to  future  extension. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  was  rather  surprised  the 
^miestion  of  the  site  of  the  Mount  Cook  Prison 
-&ould  be  raised  now,  as  it  was  settled  long 
•ago.    It  was  ab^lutely  necessary  there  should 
^  a  proper  gaol  in  Wellington,  because  the 
gaol  on  the  Terrace  and  the  temporary  prison 
I    -at  Mount  Cook  were  totally  unfit  for  the  pur- 
pose.   There  was  no  cell  accommodation,  and 
the  prisoners  had  to  be  lodged  in  large  dormi- 
I    ^ries.     With  regard  to  the  item,  "Dunedin 
I     Gaol  (new  gaol  site),  £2,000,"  a  similar  amount 
I    'vas  voted  last  year  for  a  site.    He  would  sug- 
;  ^  gest  that   one  of  the  quarantine  islands  at 
Dunedin  might  be  utilized  as  a  site  for  the 
gaol.    The  Inspector  of  Prisons  was  of  opinion 
^lat  such  a  site  would  be  suitable. 
,  Amendment  agreed  to. 
Vote,  as  reduced,  £28,066,  agreed  to. 
Post  and  Telegraph  offices,  £9,711,  agreed 
to. 
Customhouses,  £757,  agreed  to. 
Survey  offices  and  machinery,  £8,300,  agreed 
to. 
Lunatic  asylums,  £50,700. 
Mr.  BBOWN  wished  to  have  some  explana- 
tion as  to  the  item,  "  Lunatic  Asylum,  Porirua 
Boad,  Wellington,  £1,500." 

Mr.  STOUT  explained  that  it  was  proposed 
to  erect  an  asylum  at  Porirua  at  some  future, 
date,  and  a  site  had  been  purchased  for  that 
porpose.  The  present  asylum  would  then  be 
available  for  school  or  other  purposes. 
^  Mr.  BOLLESTON  hoped  that,  in  oonsider- 
ing  this  question  of  buildings  for  an  asylum, 
the  Govenunent  would  make  themselves  ac- 
counted with  the  latest  opinions  as  to  the 


construction  of  such  buildings.  It  was  gene- 
rally admitted  at  Home  to  be  a  great  mistake 
to  crowd  people  together  in  monster,  institu- 
tions ;  and  there  they  established  village  cot> 
tages,  where  there  were  means  pf  olAraifying 
the  inmates. 

Vote,  £60,700,  agreed  to. 

Hospitals,  £8,000,  agreed  to. 

Quarantine  stations,  £1,000,  agreed  to. 

School-buildings,  £68,300,  agreed  to. 

Parliamentary  Buildings,  £250. 

Dr.  NEWMAN  observed  that  last  year  a 
sum  of  £500  had  been  voted  to  improve  the 
ventilation.  He  thought  it  would  be  an  im- 
provement if  the  ventilators  were  plugged  up. 

Mr.  BABBON  said  a  Committee  had  been 
appointed  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  ventila- 
tion of  the  House.  Mr.  Tumbull  and  Dr. 
Gillon  were  examined,  as  experts.  They  re- 
commended the  ad(^tion  of  a  plan  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  seemed  likely 
to  be  very  efficient;  and  he  understood  that 
the  Government  were  instructed  to  oarry  out 
the  matter  during  the  recess;  but  no  steps 
were  taken  to  give  effect  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee.  The  result  was  that  the 
air  in  the  building  was  exceedingly  foul,  and 
the  drafts  were  very  uncomfortable.  During 
the  recess  the  Minister  for  Public  Works  might 
consider  the  matter,  with  the  view  of  havmg 
something  done  in  connection  with  ^e  venti- 
lation of  the  chamber  before  the  meeting  of 
the  House  next  session. 

Vote,  £250,  agreed  to. 

New  Government  Printing  Office,  £20,  agreed 
to. 

Class  X. — Liqhthouses  and  Habboub 

WOBKS. 

Lighthouses,  £16,116,  agreed  to. 

Harbour  Works,  £89,800. 

Mr.  CONOLLY  regretted  to  find  that  no 
vote  was  asked  for  the  erection  of  a  wharf  at 
Picton,  as  one  was  very  greatly  needed  there. 
The  present  wharf  was  very  small  and  inoon- 
venient,  even  for  the  steamer  traffic.  The 
steamers  visiting  the  port  three  or  four  times 
a  week  were  so  large,  in  proportion  to  the  si£e 
of  the  wharf,  that  there  was  great  difficulty 
in  landing  goods  and  passengers.  It  was  very  • 
probable  that  a  large  export  of  frozen  meat 
would  take  place  fiom  that  port.  Surveys 
were  made  with  the  view  of  considering  what 
kind  of  wharf  should  be  made  there,  and 
various  estimates  would  be  found  in  the  offices 
of  the  Public  Works  Department.  The  one 
recommended  as  being  the  most  teconomioal 
was  for  the  enlargement  of  the  present  wharf, 
which  was  still  m  very  good  condition.  The 
estimate  for  extending  the  wharf  was  £3,500. 
The  late  Ministejr  for  Public  Works  made  a 
note  of  this  work  for  his  successor,  as  being 
one  urgently  required,  and  he  (Mr.  Conolly) 
was  much  surprised  that  no  .vote  had  been  pat 
on  the  estimates  for  it. 

Mr.  E.  BICHABDSON  did  not  wish  to  in- 
terrupt the  honourable  gentleman  in  the  few 
words  he  was  addressing  to  his  oonstitoants. 
This  work  had  been  taken  into  oonsideration^ 
,and  was  already  provided  for. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


464 


Railways 


[COUNCIL.]      Authyrizatwn  Bill.       [Nov.  T 


Mr.  GUINNESS  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  expenditure  of  £10,000  for  the 
Hokitika  Hafbour  works  was  to  be  continued, 
because  the  general  opinion  was  that,  from  the 
way  in  which  .the  work  was  being  carried  out, 
the  result  was  not  likely  to  be'  of  much  good. 
There  was 'a  Harbour  Board  at  Hokitika  now, 
fikud  they  had  an  endowment;  and  was  the 
House,  under  those  circumstances,  to  be  called 
upon  to  continue  this  vote  ? 

Mr.  E.  BIGHABDSON  said  that  there  had 
been  an  expenditure  of  a  litde  over  £8,000  on 
this  work,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  late 
Government,  a  contract  had  been  let  for  some 
£6,000.  The  Harbour  Board  had  received 
notice  that  it  could  not  receive  further  sup- 
plies. 

Vote,  £39,800,  agreed  to. 

Class  XI. — Colonial  Tbeasuseb. 

Charges  and  expenses  of  raising  loans, 
£16,500,  agreed  to. 

Brcsolutions  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FITZHERBEBT  had  omitted  to  ask 
for  an  explanation  of  the  sum  of  £4,009  for 
harbour  defences.  Would  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works  explain  this  item  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  part  of  the 
amount  was  in  connection  with  the  torpedo 
boats  which  had  Been  brought  out,  and  the 
remainder  was  for  survey  of  sites  for  forts. 

Resolutions  to  be  considered  at  next  sitting. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Friday,  7th  November^  1884, 


Pirst  Beading— A.  te  Eairangi— Bail  ways  Authori- 
zation Bill— Native  Land  Alienation  Bestriction 
Bill— Special  Powers  and  Contracts  Bill— West- 
land  Education  District  Sabdivision  Bill. 


The  Hon.  the  Speasbb  took  the  chair  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Pbatebs. 

FIRST  READING. 
Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill  (No.  2). 

A.  TE  KAIRANGI. 
On  the  motion  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICH- 
MOND, it  was  ordered,  That  the  report  of  the 
Native  Affairs  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
Atanatiu  te  Kairangi  be  printed  and  ref ened  to 
the  Government. 

RAILWAYS  AUTHORIZATION  BILL. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY,— The  object 
of  this  Bill  is  to  enable  the  Gh)vemment  to  enter 
into  contracts  for  the  construction  of  certain 
railways  named  in  the  schedule.  As  to  the 
first — a  branch  line  from  the  main  line  of  the 
Whangarei-Kamo  Railway  to  the  Whauwhau 
Colliery--before  any  contract  is  entered  into  for 
the  making  of  the  line  the  persons  interested 
"Rrill  have  to  pay  the  cost  into  the  Public  Ac- 


c6unt,  or  an  approved  guarantee  must  be  given 
by  some  bank.  As  to  the  next  line,  a  branch 
line  across  the  Waikato  River  at  Huntley,  a 
special  provision  is  made  regarding  it.  Before^ 
any  contract  is  made  for  the  construction  of 
the  line  the  local  coal  company  has  to  bind 
itself  to  send  not  less  than  20,000  tons  of  coal 
per  axmum  by  the  railway  for  a  period  of  not  leas 
than  ten  years,  and  the  company  will  aUo  pay 
a  royalty  of  a  certain  amount  i>er  ton  on  the 
coal.  The  next  important  provision  is  that  the 
Bill  is  to  be  deemed  a  special  Act  under  "  The 
Public  Works  Act,  1882."  The  9th  clause,  as- 
honourable  membets  will  observe,  is  merely  of 
a  permissive  character.  In  Committee  I  shall 
propose  one  or  two  amendments,  but  none  of  an 
important  nature.  The  Bill  is  one  of  a  simple 
character,  and  I  ask  the  Council  to  allow  it  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— WiU  the 
honourable  gentleman  favour  the  Coimcil  with 
the  estimated  cost  of  the  railways  he  has  re- 
ferred to  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLE  Y.— I  have  not     i 
the  information  before  me.    Whatever  may  be 
the  cost  of  the  Whauwhau  line,  the  amount,      ^ 
or  an  approved  guarantee  for  it,  has  first  to  be 
provide^.  i 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASE^.— I  should  like  ■ 
some  information  as  to  clause  7 — "  Branch  line 
from  Wairio  to  Township  of  Nightcaps  to  be 
worked  under  *  The  Public  Works  Act,  1882.'" 
I  know  the  country  very  well,  and  under  that 
clause  the  line  may  be  made  for  about  twelTe 
miles  through  private  pro^rty.  W&  do  not 
know  whether  or  not  permission  for  that  has 
been  got  from  the  owners,  and.  great  injustioe 
may  be  done  under  that  clause.  I  think  we- 
should  have  more  information  in  regazd  to  it. 

Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

NATIVE  LAND   ALIENATION   RESTRIC- 
TION BILL. 

IN  COIOCETTEE. 

Clause  8. — Dealings  with  land  in  Schedule- 
prohibited. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REEVES  moved,  That  the 
words  **  within  the  territory  described  in  ^ 
Schedule  to  this  Act "  be  erased. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question* 
*'  That  the  words  be  retained." 


• 

Ayes,  19. 

Acland 

Dignan 

PoUen 

Bamicoat 

Grace 

Reynolds 

Bonar 

Hart 

Richmond,  J.  C. 

Brandon 

Johnson,  G.  R 

.  Scotland 

Buckley,  G. 

.  John&ton,  J. 

Waterhouse 

Buckley,  P.  A. 

Pharazyn 

Chamberlin 

Noes,  7. 

Fraser 

Ngatata 

Peter 

Kohere 

Peacock 

Reeves. 

Lahmann 

Majority  for,  12. 
vAmendment  negatived. 
Bill  reported,  and  ree^  a  third  time. 
On  the  motion.  That  the  Bill  do  pass, 
The   Hon.   Mr.  MANTELL   said,— Sir,  I 
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stated,  when  the  Bill  was  in  Committee,  that 
it  was  my  intention,  on  the  motion  for  its  third 
leading,  to  movQ  its  recommittal,  with  a  view 
to  altering  clause  3,  and  to  making  another 
amendment  further  on.  It  was  not,' however, 
with  any  expectation  of  those  amendments 
being  carried  that  I  proposed  to  take  that  action, 
bat  to  give  honourable  gentlemen  who  desire 
to  do  so  an  opportunity  of  recording  their  votes 
in  favour  of  making  the  measure  applicable  to 
the  whole  colony.  But,  the  question  having 
been  brought  forward  and  voted  on  in  Commit- 
tee, I  abstain  from  again  dividing  th*e  Council 
on  the  Bill. 
Bill 


SPECIAIi  POWERS  AND  CONTRACTS 
BILL. 

IN   COMMITTEE. 

-  Schedule. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE  moved,  That 
paragraph  23— purchase  of  Provincial  Build- 
mgB,  Wellington,  by  Government  Insurance 
Association — be  erased. 

The  Committee  divided""  on  the  question^ 
"  That  the  paragraph  be  retained." 

Ayes,  1^. 
Aclan^  Buckley,  P.  A.  Lahmann 

Bonar  Dignan  Peacock 

Brandon  Fraser  Reeves 

Backley,  G.       Kohere  Reynolds. 

KoES,  13. 
Bamicoat  Mantell  Pollen 

Ghamberlin       McLean  Waterhouse 

Grace  Peter  Williamson 

Hart  Pharazyn  Wilson. 

Johnston,  J. 

Majority  against,  1. 

Paragraph  struck  out. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendment. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.-rl  beg  to  move, 
That  the  Bill  be  recommitted,  with  the  view  of 
reinserting  paragraph  23  of  the  schedule. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  trust  my 
honourable  friend  will  not  proceed  with  the 
motion,  and  I  am  sure  that,  on  reconsideration, 
he  will  see  that  such  a  course  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  our  usual  practice,  and  is  not  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  despatch  of  business. 
This  clause  was  considered  in  a  larger  Council 
than  we  have  now.  Twenty-five  members 
voted  uppn  the  motion  for  the  retention  of 
the  clause,  and  there  are  now  only  twenty-one 
members  present — four  less  than  voted  this 
afternoon.  Now,  I  do  not  know  whether  my 
honourable  friend  has  taken  steps  tq  secure  a 
majority  or  not,  but  I  am  sure  the  effect  on 
the  minds  of  honourable  members  will  be  that 
they  will  consider  that  the  Government  are  not 
taking  the  most  worthy  course  to  secure  the 
passage  of  the  Bill  in  accordance  with  their 
views.  I  think  the  better  course,  and  the 
ordinary  parliamentary  course,  would  be  that 
the  Bill  should  be  sent  to  the  other  House 
in  the  shape  in  which  it  now  stands,  and  in 
another  place  it  would  be  quite  competent  for 
the  Qovenument  to  move  that  tiie  amendment 
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be  not  accepted ;  and  then  it  would  come 
back  to  us  in  the  regular  course  and  be  con- 
sidered upon  its  merits  here,  and  there  could  be 
no  possible  objection  te  the  result  of  a  division 
taken  under  such  circumstances.  But  there 
would  be  a  feeling  of  soreness  left  in  the  minds 
of  honourable  members  if,  in  a  smaller  House 
than  that  which  voted  on  the  excision  of  the 
clause  this  aitemoon,  the  Government  should 
now  manage,  to  effect  a  reversal  of  that  deci- 
sion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  am  sorry 
to  differ  from  the  Hon.  Mr.  Waterhouse  in 
regard  to  the  action  that  is  being  taken  in  thib 
matter.  We  are  not  taking  that  course  with 
the  intention  of  snatching  a  decision ;  but  the 
position  is  this,  and  it  is  \7ell  that  it  should 
be  perfectly  understood  by  the  Council :  The 
money  —  £20,000,  I  think — has  been  actually 

Slid ;  we  have  the  money,  and  the  Insurance 
epartment  has  nothing  whatever  for  it,  and 
we  wish  to  give  them  the  land  for  it.  If  the 
Council  wish  to  place  the  Government  and  the 
country  in  a  false  position,  on  them  be  the 
responsibility.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  submit 
to  the  decision  of  the  Council  at  any  time ; 
but  I  think  myself  that  wisdom  would  dictate 
action  the  other  way.  My  honourable  friend 
Mr.  Waterhouse  suggests  that,  by  taking  the 
course  we  propose,  we  should  delay  business.  I 
do  not  agree  with  him,  for  this  reason :  Though 
we  have  a  smaller  House  now  than  we  had  this 
afternoon,  we  are  much  more  likely  to  have 
a  still  smaller  House  to-morrow,  and  in  that 
case  this  important  Bill  could  not  be  consi- 
dered with  so  much  facility  as  it  can  be  now. 
That  is  my  reason  for  wishing  to  bring  the 
matter  on  now.  If  the  Council  decides  against 
me,  I  must  submit;  but  I  think  honourable 
members  will  see  that  the  best  course  to  take 
under  the  circumstances  is  the  one  we  propose. 
I  may  also  state  that  there  is  one  honourable 
gentleman  who  would  have  voted  in  favour  of 
the  clause  this  afternoon,  but  happened  to  be 
outside,  and,  not  thinking  it  a  matter  of  import- 
ance, did  not  come  in.  If  he  had  voted  there 
would  have  been  a  tie,  and  then,  I  believe,  the 
Chairman  would  have  given  his  casting  vote  in 
favour  of  the  clause,  as  that  would  have  been 
the  usual  course. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  HENDERSON.— I  beg  to  say 
that  I  should  have  voted  for  the  clause  had  I 
been  here,  but  I  was  at  the  Hutt. 

The  Council  divided. 


Ayes,  14. 

Baillie 

Dignan 

Reeves 

Bonar 

Fraser 

Reynolds 

Brandon 

Henderson 

Richmond,  J.  C 

Buckley,  G. 

Lahmaim 

Williamson. 

Buckley,  P.  A. 

Peacock 
Noes,  9.  • 

Bamicoat 

Johnson,  G.  R. 

Scotland 

Chamberlin 

Mantell 

Waterhouse 

Grace 

Pollen 

Wilson. 

Majority  for,  6. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  amended  in  Committee,  reported,  and 
read  a  third  time. 
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The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  movo,  That  the 
resolution  arrived  at  by  the  Waste  Lands  Com- 
mittee when  considering  the  Special  Powers 
and  Contracts  Bill  be  forwarded  to  the  Native 
Minister. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  second 
the  motion. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  the  rehearing 
by  the  Native  Land  Court  of  the  case  relating 
to  the  ownership  of  the  block  of  land  known  as 
Haurutu  should  be  before  Judges  other  thaji 
those  who  have  already  adjudicated  on  the 
case."  —(Hon.  Mr,  Wilson.) 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Before  that  is 
put,  one  would  like  to  learn  something  more 
"of  the  case.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  no 
less  than  four  times  haff  this  case  been  before 
the  Judges.  If  that  is  so,  I  should  really  like 
Borne  information  upon  it. 

•  The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  — It  has 
been  heard  three  times. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— Then,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  it  should  be  heard  a  fourth  time ; 
and  I  think  that  is  absurd.  I  have  no  know- 
ledge of  what  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
are ;  but,  if  you  are  going  to  open  up  a  case 
time  after  time,  where  is  it  to  end  ?  Surely, 
ivhen  a  case  has  been  adjudicated  upon  three 
times,  that  is  enough.  The  Government  have 
the  power  in  their  own  hands,  and  it  is  for 
them  to  take  the  responsibility  on  themselves, 
and  I  think  we  should  not  place  any  restric- 
tion on  their  action. 

•  The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  think  the  action 
the  Council  is  recommended  to  take  is  one  of 
very  doubtful  propriety.  I  think  neither  the 
Council  in  its  individual  capacity,  nor  the  Legis- 
lature as  a  whole,  should  interfere  directly  with 
the  jurisdiction  of  Courts,  unless  circumstances 
occur,  such  as  certainly  have  not  presented 
themselves  to  my  mind,  which  would  make 
interference  necessary  for  the  removal  of  a 
Judge  or  Judges.  I  have  what  I  may  venture 
to  call  a  superstitious  disinclination  to  even 
point  my  finger  in  the  way  of  condemnation 
at  a  Court  of  justice.  I  desire  to  surround  it 
with  all  the  respect  and  confidence  the  com- 
munity can  bestow  upon  it,  for  it  is  the  protec- 
tion of  society.  I  tmnk  it  would  be  sufficient 
that  this  resolution  has  been  reported  to  the 
Council,  to  induce  the  Government,  without  any 
formal  resolution  of  the  Council  condemnatory 
of  the  Judges — which  this  really  is — to  see  that 
a  sense  of  propriety,  if  nothing  else,  may  induce 
the  Native  Land  Court  to  adopt  the  course 
recommended  by  the  resolution. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  resolution  be  agreed  to." 

Ayes,  8. 
Baillie  Fmser  Waterhouse 

Bamicoat  Reynolds  Wilson. 

Dignan  Richmond,  J.C. 

Nobs,  8. 
■  Buckley,  P.  A.   Lahmann 
Grace  McLean 

Johnson,  G.R.   Peacock 


Pollen 
Williamson. 


The  Hon.  the  Speakbb  gave  his  casting  vote 
with  the  *'  Ayes." 
Motion  agreed  to. 

WESTLAND  EDUCATION  DISTRICT 
SUBDIVISION  BILL. 

The  Council  proceeded  to  consider  the  reaeons 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  disagree- 
ing with  the  amendments  made  by  the  Coancil 
in  this  Bill. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  REYNOLDS.— I  move.  That 
the  Council  doth  not  insist  upon  its  am^id- 
ments.     . 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— I  do  not  think  the 
course  proposed  is  a  very  creditable  one— to 
reverse  to-day  a  decision  arrived  at  yesterday. 
1    have   not   had   much  experience  in  such 
matters,  but    I  think  it  possible  that  some  in- 
fluence with  which  I  am  not  acquainted  may 
have  beep  used  to  induce  members  to  change 
their  opinions.    I  yesterday  stated  my  reasons 
for  thinking  that  the  Bill  should  unquestion- 
ably not  pass  in  the  shape  it  was  in  when  before 
the  Council.   I  am  quite  aware  that  it  has  be^    i 
agreed  to  in  another  place,  without  a  division, 
to-day;  but   there  is  no  question   that  that 
House  is  moved   by  influences  which  do  not    ; 
exist  here.    I  do  not  think  that  what  was  done 
deliberately  and  carefully  one  day  should  be 
overridden  the  next,  without  any  reason.'    If  it 
had  been  shown  by  the  honourable  gentleman    j 
opposite  that  we   had  arrived  at  a  hasty  or    ' 
wrong  decision,  we  should,  be  quite  ready  to    | 
reconsider  it;  but  the  honourable  gentleman    \ 
has  not  given    a  single   argument    why  we    i 
should  reverse  that  decision.    I  suppose  that,    ; 
practically,  something  has  happened,  and  that    i 
honourable  gentlemen  who  said  this  was  a  good    ' 
measure  yesterday  are  prepared  to  say  to-day 
that  it  is  a  bad  one.    I  do  not  think  such  a 
course  would  reflect  credit  either  on  the  Coan- 
cil or  on  the  Government,  and  I  shall  oppose 
the  motion. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— I  hope  the  Council 
will  insist  on  its  amendments.  The  general 
interests  of  the  education  of  the  children  of 
the  colony  are  paramount,  and  should  be  para- 
mount everywhere,  to  local  considerations.  We 
well  know,  and  it  has  been  officially  stated  in 
evidence  before  tlvQ  Committee  which  con- 
sidered this  matter,  that,  owing  to  the  present 
exceptional  circumstances  of  the  Westland  Dis- 
trict in  regard  to  educational  matters,  it  was 
impossible  that,  under  local  management,  the 
expenditure  could  be  kept  within  any  regular 
standard ;  and  the  Committee  was  informed,  on 
the  highest  authority — the  information  was  not 
volunteered,  but  was,  so  to  speak,  dragged  oat 
of  the  high  official  who  superintends  the  Edu- 
cation Department  —  that  the  great  object 
of  carrying  out  properly  the  provisions  of  the 
Education  Act  in  the  Westland  District  could 
be  eflected  much  more  completely,  much 
more  economically,  and  much  more  to  the 
advantage  of  the  people  of  the  district  by 
a  Commission  to  be  appointed  by  the  Crown 
than  by  any  Education  Board  that  would, 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  dis- 
trict, be  elected.    1  do  not  want  to  use  any 
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strong  language,  or  raise  any  discussion  that 
might  have  an  unpleasant  turn;  but  I  think 
myself  that  the  desire  of  tha  Legislature  must 
be  to  have  the  provisions  of  the  Education 
Act  carried  but  to  the  best  possible  advantage 
in  every  district,  and  that  the  advantages 
of  the  education '  system  should  be  extended 
throughout  the  colony  in  the  best  possible  way. 
Having  appointed  a  Committee  that  has  fully 
^nsidered  the  subject,  and  having  decided 
that  the  best  possiole  course  as  to  this  par- 
ticular district  is  to  make  an  alteration  in 
the  administration  of  educational  afiairs  there, 
I  think  the  Council  should  not  be  turned^  by 
any  consideration  of  a  personal  character,  from 
the  course  which  it  has  adopted  in  this  case. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— I  am  sure 
it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  Council  if 
the  Hon.  Jdi.  Reynolds  had  given  some  reason 
-why  he  wishes  to  reverse  the  decision  at  which 
wh  have  arrived.  *  No  doubt  my  honourable 
friend  has  considered  the  subject  fully,  because 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  to  whom 
the  Bill  was  referred,  and  was  a  party  to  the 
report  adopted  by  the  Committee;  but,  ap- 
parently, since  the  Committee  met  yesterday 
morning,  he  has  changed  his  opinion  upon  the 
subject,  and  it  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  us 
to  know  the  reasons  which  led  to  this  change 
in  his  opinion.    The  question  under  considera- 
tion is  one  of  very  considerable  importance. 
The  extravagance  and  maladministration  of  the 
Westland  Board  were  perfectly  demonstrated. 
The  Government  frequently  called  their  atten- 
tion to  their  actions ;  but  no  heed  was  paid  to 
the  remonstrances  of  the  Government,  and,  as 
a  result,  the  Government  had  to  step  in  and 
pay  some  £5,000  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in 
the  accounts  of  the  Board.    Now,  is  it  to  be 
tolerated  that  a  local  body  should  incur  this 
illegal  expenditure  without  some  mark  of  the 
reprobation  of  the  Legislature?      Are  we'  to 
allow  these  things  to  go  unvisited?    I  think 
the  extent  to  which  we  have  gone  in  showing 
our  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Board  of  that  district  justifiable.    We  must 
simply  say  this  to  the  district:    "You  have 
shown  your  unfitness  to  manage  your  educa- 
tional affairs  with  care  and  propriety ;  the  cause 
of  education  has  suffered  at  your  hands ;  the 
expenses  of  the  establishment  have  been  much 
greater  than  they  should  have  been,  and  no 
economy  exists.    We  will  take  over  the  edu- 
cation of  your  district  for  a  limited  period>   We 
vrill  place  there  one  of  our  officers,  whose  in- 
ftractions  shall  be  limited  to  expending  the 
revenue ;  and,  when  we  have  put  things  on  a 
proper  basis  and  have  restored  the  equilibrium 
in  your  finance,  then  we  will  hand  heuck  to  you 
the  administration  of  education  in  your  dis- 
trict."   The  effect  of  this  will  simply  be  to 
'defer  any  final  action  to  be  taken  until  another 
session,  when  I  have  no  doubt  Parliament  will 
accede  to  .the  request  for  the  division  of  the 
-district  which  has  been  made  by  at  least  one 
portion  of  the  district.    But  it  appears  to  me 
we  should  be  giving  a  premium  to  reckless- 
iiess,  a  premium  to  local  Boards  to  disregard 
•the  duties  devolving  on  them,  and  to  disregard 


the  remonstrances  of  the  Government  at  their 
proceedings,  if  we  did  not  by  our  action  now 
show  our  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  this 
Board  in  the  past. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.— Any 
change  that  has  come  over  my  opinion  in  the 
interval  since  we  last  voted  on  this  question 
has  been  in  this  direction  :  that  I  am  much 
more  firmly  convinced  of  the  necessity  for  the 
action  we  took.  If  I  had  wanted  anything  to 
convince  me  we  wer§  right,  it  has  been  sup- 
plied in  the  opinions  expressed  out  of  doors 
on  our  action.  A  number  of  gentlemen  have 
spoken  to  me  in  a  confidential  way  on  the  sub- 
ject,' and  every  one  has.  expressed  satisfac- 
tion with  the  result.  I  say  it  is  due  to  the 
nine  Boards  who  have  done  their  duty,  and 
have,  at  all  times,  economically  and  wisely 
administered  the  Act,  that  we  should  make  our 
opinion  in  this  one  case  unmistakably  known. 
It  is  not  the  least  slight  upon  any  other  part 
of  the  administration  of  the  education  system, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  vote  of  confidence 
in  other  Boards,  that  we  at  once  take  up  a 
thing  of  this  kind.  It  is  plainly  evident  that 
the  whole  of  the  argument  as  to  the  incom- 
patibility of  the  different  parts  of' the  district, 
and  one  thing  and  the  other,  is  mere  idle 
words.  There  is  nothing  exceptional  in  the 
configuration  of  the  district,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  administration  of  the  Act 
should  be  more  difficult  there  than  elsewhere. 
As  to  the  alleged  extra  expense,  that  was  a 
difficulty  easily  to  be  cured  if  the  Board  had 
taken  tne  proper  course.  I  do  not  believe 
that  that  was  the  cause  of  the  inischief .  The 
mischief  was  radical.  If  the  Government  puts 
educational  affairs  on  the  West  Coast  on  a 
proper  footing  we  shall  see  what  the  really 
necessary  cost  of  schools  there  is.  Until  that  is 
done  we  cannot  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  what 
ihe  cost  of  administering  the  Education  Act  in 
the  district  is,  and  until  that  is  done  no  addi- 
tional vote  should  be  given.  The  last  thing 
that  the  Legislature  should  do  is  to  give  such 
a  vote  before  it  has  learned  froni  an  impartial 
authority  what  the  really  legitimate  cost  of 
education  there  is.  I  cannot  possibly  agree 
with  the  course  proposed  by  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Reynolds. 

The  Hon.  iMr.  G.  BUCKLEY.— I  understftnd 
that  the  effect  of  the  Council  insisting  on  its 
amendments  would  be  that  the  schools  on  the. 
West  Coast  would  be  closed  during  at  least 
twelve  months,  and  there  would  be  no  educa- 
tion there  at  all. — (No.)— I  understand  that  it 
may  lead  to  that  state  of  things ;  and  of  course 
that  would  be  a  serious  consideration. 

An  Hon.  Membee.— The  schools  would  be 
carried  on  by  the  Government,  as  they  are 
now. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY.— If  the  schools 
would  be  carried  on  by  the  Government,  where 
is  there  any  necessity  for  this  Bill  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Because  they  want 
the  money  spent  there.    Th&t  is  the  reason. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BONAR.-^No ;  I  object  to 
that. '  Unless  the  Government  are  indenmified 
fox  their  past  illegal  action,  they  decline  to^ 
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carry  on  education  there  any  longer.    If  Parlia- 
ment thinks  it  •  is  not  necessary  to  carry  on 
education  in  Westland,  passing  this  Bill  in  its 
amended  form  will    practically  express  that 
view.     I  say  the  Government  has  distinctly 
stated  it  is  not  prepared  to  go  on  administering 
education  on  the  West  Coast  in  a  hand-to- 
mouth  way  any  more.     I  do  think  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  House  for  disagreeing  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Council  are  good  and  sub- 
stantial ones.     It  has  been  said  &at  the  Coun- 
cil arrived  at  its  decision  after  careful  and 
deliberate   consideration.     That   careful  and 
deliberate  consideration  was  confined  to  the 
space  of  one  hour.    What  was  the  careful  and 
deliberate  consideration  bestowed  on  the  same 
measure  a  year  before?     The  Council  then 
came  almost  unanimously  to  the  conclusion 
that   the   only   remedy  for   the    educational 
difficulties  of  the  West  Coast  was  that  the 
district   should   be    divided.     How   has   the 
Council  altered  its  opinion  now  so  suddenly,  in 
tiie  course  of  a  forenoon  ?    I  say  that  even  a 
greater  necessity  exists  now  for  the  division 
of  the  district  than  existed  twelve  months  ago. 
The  system  of  education  on  the  West  Coast 
has  been  carried  on  under  the  greatest  possible 
disadvantages.    Under  the  system  of  adminis- 
tration by  the  Government  there  has  been  a 
very  serious  loss.    A  number  of  people  inter- 
ested in  education  there  have,  at  the  earnest 
request  of  the  Government,  sought  to  co-operate 
with  them,  and  have  tried  to  make  the  best 
of  their  difficulty.     Members  of  the  School 
Committees  have  tried  their  best  to  help  the 
Government  in  carrying  on  education  in  the 
place,  so  much  so  tiiat  I  know  many  School 
Committeemen  have  put  their  hands  into  their 
own  pockets  to  pay  for  firewood,  lighting,  and 
other  things.    Now,  I  say  if  you  pass  the  Bill 
as  amended  you  will  take  the  whole  heart  out 
of  these  men,  whose  real  interest  is  in  the 
system  of   education.  —  (No.)  —  I  say  so  ad- 
visedly.    Since  the  Council  passed  the  Bill  I 
have  had  telegrams  without  number  from  these 
very  men,  wlio  have  taken  a  most  lively  interest 
in  the  system  of  education.     I  say  they  will 
not  work  under  the  system  you  propose.    They 
protest  against  it,  and  say  they  are  perfectly 
able  to  carry  on  if  they  are  only  left  alone.    No 
one  could  denounce  more   strongly  than  I  do 
the  action  taken  in  the  past  by  a  few  members 
of  the  Board,  which  led  to  all  the  trouble^;  but, 
I  ask,  are  the  good  members  of  the  Board  to 
be  kept  tied  down,  and  the  community  to  be 
kept  tied  down,  for  the  action  of  those  men  who 
have  done  all  the  mischief  ?    Is  it  fair  to  the 
children  of  the  district  that  they  should  sujffer 
for  the  conduct  of  the   men   who,   by  their 
action,    closed    the    schools,   and   kept  them 
closed  for  a  fortnight  at  a  time,  because  there 
were  not  the  funds  to  pay  the  teachers  and  to 
supply  what   were  absolutely  the  school  re- 
quisites ?    Parliament  having  decided  last  year 
tnat  the  district  ought  to  be  separated,  are 
we  now  to  be  forced  by  the  Legislature  into 
having  our  educational  affairs  administered  by 
a  Commission?    How  can  they  be  better  ad- 
azunistered  by  Commissioners   than  by  local 
Mon,  Mr,  Bonar 


School  Committees?    The  CommisaionerB  ai» 
not  liable  to  aiiy  one  at  aU  but  the  Govern- 
ment ;  whereas  the  members  of  the  Board  are 
amenable  to  the  public,  and  the  public,  after  the 
experience  of  the  past,  are  not  going  to  return 
members  to  that  Board  who  wiU  not  do  what  is. 
right.    I  say  we  have  a  right  to  what  we  ask, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  Legislature  ought  to  be 
the  means  of  depriving  us  of  that  right.    It  is 
wrong  in  principle,  and  the  circumstances  do 
not  warrant  it  at  all.    As  to  the  question  of  ex- 
{>ense,  we  are  told  that  the  Board  can  only  con- 
tinue  to  carry  on  the  administration  at  a  Ices. 
Well,  I  say,  if  the  Board  would  carry  it  on  at  a 
loss,  it  could  not  be  carried  on  by  Conmiission- 
ers  at  a  profit ;  but,  from  a  careful  examination 
of  the  finances  of  the  different  Boards,  I  feel 
perfectly  satisfied  the  system  can  be  carried  on 
by  the  Boards  at  a  cost  within  the  revenue; 
and,  as  far  as  the  Grey  District  is  concerned,  it 
can;  by  the  exercise  of  due  economy,  be  carried 
on  without  a  loss.    It  will  necessitate  a  con- 
siderable curtailment  of  the  present  expenses. 
But  these  expenses  were  gone  to  without  suffi- 
cient warrant,  and  things  must  simply  be  al- 
lowed to  come  back  to  their  normal  state— to 
the  state  that  they  must  live  within  their  in- 
come ;  and  that  they  can  do  perfectly  well.    I 
will  take  this  opportunity  of  sa3dng  that  those 
representatives  of  the  district  who  "vrere  veiy 
strongly  opposed  to  the  original  Bill  in  the  other 
House,  are  not  opposed  now  to  allowing  the 
Bill  to  pass  in  the  form  in  Which  it  came  to  this 
Council.    I  understand  the  members  to  say  so» 
and  I  think  that  ought  to  be  the  best  guaiantee 
for  the  passage  of  the  Bill.  I  may  also  say  that, 
if  it  is  insisted  on  by  the  Council  that  those  dis- 
tricts shall  be  administered  by  CommissioiieEB^ 
local  feeling  will  not  be  allayed.    If  the  Bill  is 
passed  it  will  allow  two  districts,  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  cannot  agree,  to  have  their 
own  Boards,  with  their  own  responsibilities  and 
their  own  revenues ;  and  they  know  perfectly 
well  that  they  must  live  within  their  revenue* 
Local  feeling  would  be  allayed;  and,  if  it  be 
thought  desirable  that  the  whole  of  the  West 
Coast  should  be  amalgamated  into  one,  which 
is  the  real  object,  hereafter  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty about  it.    Unless  the  people  of  the  district 
are  allowed  to  have  self-government,  to  have 
Education  Boards — even  though  they  cure  under 
the  control  of  men  who  have  not  acted  as  they 
ought  to  have  done  —  the  feeling  will  be  in- 
tensified, the  cause  of  education  will  sufier» 
and  upon  the  children  of  the  districts  the  mis- 
fortune will  tall.    I  would  ask  the  Council  to 
reconsider  the  matter,  and  to  give  to  the  people 
of  the  locality  what  they  wish.  There  is  no  part 
of  the  colony  in  which  more  experiments  hara 
been  tried  than  Westland.    We  were  a  county 
when  everywhere  else  there  were  provinces. 
We  were  turned  back  into  a  province ;  and  yet 
we  were  able  to  hold  our  own  right  through* 
and  to  do  the  colony  good  service  too.    Wo 
had  to  establish  our  own  form  of  government, 
and  to  make  one  that  this  Legislature  ccald 
not  decide  upon.    In  the  matter  of  this  Board, 
we  ought  to  be  left  to  govern  ourselves;  we 
ought  to  be  left  to  go  on  with  a  fixed  income, 
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and  we  can  and  will  live  within  it ;  and  the 
Legislature  wHl  have  no  cause  to  complain  of 
any  action  tskken,  but  the  Council  will  find  that 
we  shall  give  satisfaction  to  the  public,  and  do 
ipod  to  the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BAENICOAT.— The  CouncU 
has  not  yet  been  told  what  are  the  amendments 
to  which  our  concurrence  is  invited.  I  under- 
stand tha^  the  Bill  is  much  in  the  same  stage 
as  it  was  originally  sent  here,  and  that  £he  real 
question  at  issue  is,  whether  the  administration 
d  education  in  Westland  is  to  be  by  a  Com- 
mission or  not,  or  under  the  regular  mode,  by  an 
Education  Board.  I  express  the  same  opin- 
ion now  as  I  did  yesterday,  that  we  should 
be  doing  the  Westland  people  a  very  great  in- 
justice indeed  by  taking  from  them  the  ad- 
ministration of  education.  I  see  no  good 
leason  for  doing  so.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Water- 
hoQse  presumed  that  the  next  Education 
Board,  if  elected,  would  behave  in  the  same 
extravagant  fashion  as  the  last  Board.  I  can 
see  no  reason  for  that"  presumption  whatever — 
that  it  will  go  on  in  tiie  same  way.  The  fair 
piesmnption  is  that  it  will  behave  as  other 
Boards  do.  Th6  punishment  is  altogether  too 
fieyere  upon  the  whole  district.  The  Hon.  Dr. 
Pollen  has  said  that  the  Commission  would 
administer  education  much  more  cheaply.  I 
have  no  doubt  about  that.  The  same  might  be 
said  of  every  Boatd  hi  the  country — that  a  Com- 
mission would  administer  its  affairs  a  great  deal 
more  cheaply  than  the  Board  does.  A  Com- 
mission is  cheaper  than  a  large  Board  selected 
by  the  people.;  but  that  is  the  price  to  be  paid 
fat  liberty.  I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  if  the 
people  of  Westland  were  punished  in  the  severe 
way  in  which  this  Council  asks  to  punish 
them.  If  a  Boad  Board  conducts  itself  ex- 
travagantly, we  do  not  immediateljr  take  away 
from  that  district  the  large  powers  it  possesses. 
It  is  the  same  with  regard  to  City  Councils, 
or  other  local  bodies.  The  inmiediate  result 
is  not  the  removal  of  the  power  which  they 


The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.  —  Suspen- 
sion. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BAENICOAT.— That  is  tem- 
porary removal.  I  think  we  shall  do  well  by 
concnrring  witii  the  amendments  of  the  other 
House. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  R.  JOHNSON.— I  must 
say  I  am  nof  surprised  that  the  Council  has 
reviewed  its  decision  of  last  year,  seeing  that 
•daring  the  past  year  the  action  on  the  part  of 
ihe  Education  Board  was  certainly  very  far 
from  judicious  or  right.  This  is  a  very  large 
•district,  and  in  considering  the  case  last  year 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  desir- 
able to  divide  the  district,  and  now  it  seems  to 
me  that  these  circumstances  are  by  no  means 
altered,  but  rather  intensified.  There  is  greater 
reason  for  division  now  than  existed  last  year. 
If  this  Bill  is  passed  in  the  form  in  which  it 
came  to  tiie  tiouncil,  the  arrangement  for  sub- 
division passed  last  yeajr  will  be  done  away  with. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Hokitika  District  may 
fairly  be  allowed  to  manage  its  own  affairs 
finder  an  Education  Board,  and  that  the  other 


part  of  the  district  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  Commissioner.  There  is  another 
alternative,  namely,  that  the  district  should  be 
divided,  and  a  Commissioner  appointed  to  each 
paft.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  affairs  of  the 
two  portions  of  the  district,  under  any  circum- 
stances, should  be  kept  apart.  As  far  as  I  can 
gather,  l^e  wrong-doing  is  due  to  action  on 
the  part  of  members  drawn  from  one  portion  of 
the  district/  They  have  accumulated  into  their 
own  hands  the  entire  power  exercised  by  the 
Board,  and  have  exercised  that  power  in  a 
maimer  we  cannot  approve  of.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to 
maintain  that  portion  of  the  Bill  which  recog- 
nizes the  subdivision  of  the  district,  so  that  the 
affairs  of  the  two  portions  may  be  adminis- 
tered separately;  and  I  should  be  willing  to 
vote  for  the  appointment  of  an  Education 
Board  in  the  Hokitika  District.  At  the  same 
time,  I  think  the  reconunendation  vrith  regard 
to  Greymouth  is  perfectly  right. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASER.— I  think  any 
Government  must  be  weak  that  would  put  up 
with  the  levying  of  blackmail  which  the  Edu- 
cation Board  of  Greymouth  have  attempted. 
They  refused  to  open  the  election  papers,  and 
said,  "You  shall  not  do  this  unless  you  are 
prepared  to  pay  our  debts."  Any  Government 
that  would  put  up  with  this  would  not  be  fit 
to  have  the  affairs  of  the  colony  intrusted  to 
it.  I  think  some  difference  ought  to  be  made 
between  the  two  divisions.  I  should  have  no 
objection  to  see  one  Commissioner  for  the 
southern  district,  and  another  for  the  north. 
I  do  not  think  these  two  districts  will  ever 
agree.  The  Hokitika  people,  in  my  opinion, 
have  managed  their  affairs  very  well  indeed. 
The  Greymouth  people  have  shovTU  that  they 
are  unworthy  to  be  trusted.  I  think  it  would 
be  well  if  a  compromise  can  be  come  to  to 
separate  the  southern  and  northern  portions  of 
the  district.  The  southern  people  should  be 
glad  to  accept  a  Conmiission.  Therefore  I  in- 
sist that  we  stand  to  our  amendments.  I 
move.  That  the  Council  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, but  give  way  to  this  extent:  to  allow 
two  Commissioners,  one  for  Hokitika  and  the 
other  for  Greymouth.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
right  we  should  associate  the  southern  with 
the  northern  part  of  Westland. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  GRACE.— It  ought  to  be  re- 
membered that  the  system  of  education  of  the 
colony  is  on  its  trial,  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
that  this  is  not  a  good  opportunity  for  the 
Cbuiicil  to  insist  upon  its  amendments,  so 
as  to  discover  whether,  by  the  administra- 
tion of  these  Commissioners,  the  efficiency  of 
the  system  can  be  maintained  at  a  less  cost 
than  othervrise.  The  whole  discussion  has  this 
lesson  for  me :  that  administrative  bodies  are 
invariably  corrupted  by  a  profuse  expenditure. 
I  cannot  forget  that  the  Westland  education 
system  formerly  was  most  creditable  to  the 
district,  and  was  the  most  successful  system 
in  operation  in  the  colony.  It  was  inexpen- 
sively and  locally  administered  in  the  interests 
of  all  classes  of  the  community.  It  appears  to 
me  that  those  local  bodies  in  Westland,  which 
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displayed  very  exceptional  powers  for  economi- 
cal administration,  have  been  spoiled  by  the 
sudden  prosperity  which  the  flood  of  colonial 
money  directed  towards  them  created.  The 
former  system  of  education  iii  Westland  was 
simply  this:  All  schools  were  aided  by  the 
County  of  Westland  by  contributions  in  aid, 
and  all  the  schools  were  prosperously  and 
beneficially  conducted,  until  this  state  of  things 
was  altered  by  the  Education  Act  with  the 
profuse  expenditure  of  public  money  thence 
resulting.  I  do  not  believe  it  possible  that 
we  can  continue  this  immense  expenditure 
through  the  instrumentality  of  Education 
Boards,  and  I  shall  certainly  vote  in  favour 
of  the  Council  insisting  upon  its  amendments, 
were  it  purely  for  the  sake  of  aiming  at 
simplicity  of  administration,  cheapness,  and 
efficiency  of  management. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  have  taken  no 
part  in  the  debate  on  this  Bill,  but  I  do  think 
that  the  Council  could  not  well  depart  from 
the  position  it  has  taken  up.  It  is  quite  im- 
possible to  overlook  the  manner  in  which  the 
administration  of  the  Education  Act  has  been 
brought  into  disrepute  in  this  case,  and  I  think 
something  is  necessary  in  order  to  mark  our 
disapprobation  of  it ;  and,  without  saying  more, 
I  would  suggest  that  the  Council  should  cer- 
tainly insist  on  its  amendments  in  the  Bill. 

Amendment,  That  the  Council  insist  on  its 
amendments,  agreed  to. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minutes 
past  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 


HOUSE    OF   EEPEESENTATIVES. 

Friday^  7th  November,  1884. 


First  BeadingB— Second  Beadlngs— Third  Readings 
—Han^ard^—Hunterville— Under-Secretary,  Law 
and  Justice  —  Middle  Island  Crown  Lands  — 
Minister  of  Native  Bace— Lawrence  Railway- 
station— Grey  County  Waste  Lands— Qreymoutb 
Supreme  Court— Westland  Education— A.  Rus- 
sell-Reporting Debates  Committee— Railway' 
Fences— Sheep  and  Cattle  Rates— R.  Tuta  and 
Others— Upper  Takaka  Telephone— Wairau  Pro- 
tective Works— Makaraka  Telephone  —  Mahia 
Lineman— Railway  Employes'  Holidays— Charit- 
able Aid—"  The  King  Country"— Berwick-Henley 
Telephone— Hospital  and  Charitable  Aid— Native 
Land  Purchases— Mail  Service  with  England — 
Coroners— Greymouth-Brunner  Railway  Fares 
— Brunner  and  Grey  Bridges— Westport  Colliery 
Company  —  Auckland  -  Wellington  Telegraph  — 
Westland  Education  District  Subdivision  Bill- 
Fisheries  Conservation  Bill— River  Boards  Bill 
— Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill  (No.  2)— Native 
Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill. 


The  Dkputt-Speakee  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Prayers. 

PIEST  READINGS. 
Appropriation  Bill,  Immigration  and  Public 
Works  Appropriation  Bill. 

SECOND  READINGS. 
Animals  Protection  Bill,  Sheep  Bill,  Salmon 
and  Trout  Bill,  Appropriation  Bill,  Immigra- 
tion and  Public  Works  Appropriation  Bill. 
Hon,  Dr,  Grace 


THIRD  READINGS. 
Animals  Protection  Bill,  Sheep  Bill,  Sahnon 
and  Trout  Bill,  Wellington  College  Reserves 
Confirmation  Bill.  . » 

HANSARD, 

Mr.  W.  J.  STEWARD  brought  up  the  follow- 
ing report : — 

"  The  Reporting  Debates  and  Printing  Com- 
mittee have  the  honour  to  report  that  they 
nave  h.ad  under  consideration  a  proposal  for  a 
daily  issue  of  Hansard,  the  reports  of  speeches 
to  be  in  the  third  person,  and  condensed  under 
proper  editorial  supervision;  extended  reports 
of  speeches  of  members  desiring  to  be  reported 
in  extenso  to  be  published  as  an  appendix  at 
the  end  of  the  session :  but,  while  the  plan  pro- 
posed would  have  many  recommendations,  the 
Committee  find  that  to  carry  it  into  effect 
would  be  attended  by  considerable  difSculty, 
and  they  are  unable  to  recommend  the  pro- 
posal for  adoption. 

"  With  a  view  to  adding  to  the  facilities  of 
the  reporting  stafi  they  have  decided  to  make  a 
trial  of  the  *  Caligraph,'  as  used  in  America  and 
elsewhere,  and  have  sanctioned  the  ordering  of 
four  of  these  instruments,  which  will  be  avail- 
able for  use  at  next  session  of  Parliament. 

**  The  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in 
bearing  testimony  to  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  the  Hansard  stafiE'have  carried  out  their 
duties  during  the  session,  and  to  the  general 
accuracy  of  the  reports. taken. 

"  The  Committee  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the.  House  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
numerous  returns  ordered  this  session  hate 
been  of  a  very  costly  nature  (as,  for  example. 
Return  H.-63,  the  cost  of  prepsudng  which  ia 
given  as  about"  £76),  and  suggest  that  some 
means  should  be  taken  to  insure  that  the 
House  should  be  made  aware  of  the  approxi- 
mate cost  of  any  return  moved  for,  prior  to  the 
return  being  ordered.  Appended  is  a  list  of  the 
several  papers  and  returns  which  the  Com- 
mittee has  prdered  to  be  printed,  viz. : — B.--67, 
D.-^3,  D.-49,  G.-21.  "  G.-22,  H.-35,  H.^55, 
H.-78,  H.-79." 

HUNTERVILLE. 

Mr.  BRUCE  asked  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works,  Whether  he  will  give  directions  to 
metal  the  formed  streets  in  the  Township  of 
Hunterville,  such  township  bein^  still  Govern- 
ment property,  and  such  streets  being  almost 
impassable?  Although  no  sections  had  been 
sold  in  this  township,  three  stores  had  already 
been  erected  to  supply  a  large  district,  which 
was  rapidly  becoming  settled. 

^Ir.  E.  RICHARDSON  was  not  aware,  seeing 
there  were  no  sections  sold  in  the  township, 
that  there  were  any  buildings  erected  there. 
The  reply  which  he  had  to  make  to  the  hononr- 
able  gentleman  wcw  that  the  Government  did 
not  consider  that  it  was  their  duty  to  form  and 
metal  the  streets  in  any  township.  * 

UNDER-SECRETARY,  LAW  AND  JUS- 
TICE. 
Mr.  SAMUEL  asked  the  Minister  of  Justice^ 
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"Whether  the  Grovemment  intend  to  fill  the 
Tacancy  of  Under-Secretary  to  the  Law  and 
Justice  Department  ?  He  was  quite  sure  that 
the  Minister  of  Justice  would  immediately  re- 
cognize the  necessity  of  appointing  a  qualified 
gentleman  to  fill  this  important  office. 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  this  question  would 
receive  attention  when  the  subject  of  the  re- 
organization of  the  Civil  Service  came  under 
consideration. 

MIDDLE  ISLAND  CROWN  LANDS. 

Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  Minister  of  Lands, 
If  he  will  cause  a  description  of  all  Crown 
lands  ofiered  for  sale  in  the  Middle  Island  to 
be  advertised  in  the  same  manner  as  lands 
within  the  Auckland  Land  District,  Netv  Zea- 
land Gazette  No.  115,  page  1498,  23rd  October, 
1884  ?  If  this  suggestion  were  carried  out,  it 
would  be  a  very  great  public  convenience.  It 
would  give  information  to  intending  purchasers 
of  land  which  could  not  possibly  bo  given  other- 
wise, and  would  save  people  many  useless  jour- 
neys. For  the  information  of  the  House  he 
would  read  an  annoimcement  from  the  Gazette 
such  as  he  wished  to  be  published  with  regard 
to  Middle  Island  lands  : — 

"  Description  of  Land. — Lots  23  and  23a,  35 
acres  rush  swamp,  balance  open  fom  land,  good 
fall  to  swamp  for  draining  all  the  fern  land, 
ploughable,  section  48  close  to  main  Waipipi- 
Waiuku  Road  ;  24,  25,  2G,  27,  28,  31,  82,  and  33, 
all  open  fern  land,  almost  level,  next  to  above  ; 
29,  30,  84,  and  35,  open  fern  and  tea-tree,  quite 
level,  and  partially  fenced,  next  to  above." 

He  merely  read  this  to  show  to  the  House 
that  sufi&cient  information  was  not  given  to 
intending  purchasers ;  and  he  hoped  that  the 
Government  would  make  the  necessary  change 
in  the  way  of  advertising  the  lands  for  sale. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  saw  no  objection  to  carrying 
out  the  honourable  gentleman's  recommenda- 
tion, and  instructions  would  be  given  accord- 
ingly. 

MINISTER  OF  NATIVE  RACE. 

Mr.  TAIAROA  asked  the  Native  Minister, 
Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  appoint  a  Minister  or  Ministers  of  the  Na- 
tive race,  as  authorized  by  the  existing  law  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  had  to  say  that  the  subject 
•was  under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

LAWRENCE  RAILWAY- STATION. 
Mr.  BROWN  asked  the  ISIinistcr  for  Public 
Works,  If  he  will  cause  inquiries  to  bo  made 
with  the  view  of  providing  suitable  passenger 
and  other  public  accommodation  at  the  Law- 
rence Railway-station  ?  He  wished  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
to  this  question.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  not  been  long  in  office,  and  he  hoped  to 
see  him  very  shortly  in  the  district,  and  then 
the  Minister  would  see  the  necessity  for  the 
question  he  had  put.  The  Lawrence  station 
^•as  the  terminus  of  the  line,  and  was  largely 
used  by  passengers.  During  the  three  or  four 
months  of  the  winter  season  people  coming 


long  distances  to  catch  the  train  arrived 
twenty  minutes  or  more  before  the  starting  of 
the  train,  and  there  was  scarcely  any  shelter 
for  them.  Women  and  children  coming  long 
distances  were  thus  exposed  to  the  elements ; 
and,  apart  from  that,  there  wa.s  no  accommo- 
dation suitable  for  the  business  of  the  town 
at  the  station.  He  hoped  that  such  facilities 
would  be  provided  as  might  be  considered 
necessary. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  would  undertake  to 
inquire  into  the  matter. 

GREY  COUNTY  WASTE  LANDS. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of  Mines, 
Whether  the  Government  will  repeal  the  regu- 
lations now  in  force  in  the  Westland  Land  Dis- 
trict for  depasturing  cattle  on  waste  lands  of 
the  Crown,  so  far  as  such  regulations  are  in 
operation  in  the  Grey  County  ?  He  might  ex- 
plain that  his  reason  for  asking  the  question 
was  this :  Part  of  the  Grey  County  was  situated 
within  the  Westland  Land  District,  and  two- 
thirds  of  it  in  the  Land  District  of  Nelson. 
Charges  were  made  upon  all  cattle  depasturing 
ujwn  Crown  lajids  in  the  Westland  Land  Dis- 
trict, whereas  in  the  Nelson  District'  no  charges 
were  made.  It  was  thought  mifai^  that  charges 
should  be  made  in  one  part  and  not  in  the 
other.  He  simply  asked  that  the  regulation 
making  a  charge  in  one  part  should  be  repealed, 
or,  if  not  repealed,  that  powers  should  be  given 
to  the  Grey  County  Council,  under  the  Mines 
Act,  to  make  regulations  which  would  be  uni- 
form, the  same  as-  had  been  done  in  regard  to 
the  Tuapeka  Coimty  Coimcil. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  the  Government  recog- 
nized that  there  was  an  inequalit}',  and  it  was 
desirable  there  should  be  uniformity  in  the 
matter.  The  subject  would  be  inquired  into, 
and  such  alterations  made  as  were  necessar}-. 

GREYMOUTH  SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Government,  Whe- 
ther they  will,  during  the  recess,  make  inquiries 
with  a  view  of  taking  the  necessary  steps  to 
have  Supreme  Court  sittings  held  at  Grey- 
mouth  ?  The  sittings  of  the  Court  at  Hokitika 
necessitated  people  who  had  business  there  tra- 
velling from  the  Inangahua  and  Grey  Counties 
to  Hokitika,  and  a  great  deal  of  the  work  came 
from  the  counties  he  had  named.  He  thought 
that  when  inquiries  were  made  it  would  be 
seen  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  having 
periodical  sittings  at  Greymouth  and  Hokitika 
alternately. 

Mr.  TOLE  could  not  say  anything  further 
than  that  he  would  make  inquiries  into  the 
matter. 

WESTLAND  EDUCATION. 
:Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Minister  of  Edu- 
cation,— (1.)  If  it  is  true  that,  owing  to  thero 
being  no  Education  Boards  in  Westland  and 
Grey  Education  Districts,  no  examination  of 
candidates  for  the  granting  of  scholarsliips  has 
taken  place?  (2.)  Will  the  Government  set 
aside  the  moneys  so  saved  for  oxtra  scholarships, 
and  arrange  that  those  pupils  who  were  eligible 
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this  year  shall  have  the  right  to  compete,  not- 
withstanding they  may  be  over  age  at  the  date 
of  the  examination  ?  The  reason  why  he  asked 
the  question  was  this:  that,  owing  to  there 
being  no  Board,  the  scholarships  had  lapsed, 
and  others  had  not  been  established*  An  in- 
justice had  been  done  to  the  children  in  the 
district  this  year  who  were  in  a  position  to 
compete,  but  who  now,  being  fifteen  years  of 
age,  would  not  be  in  that  position,  unless  the 
Government  took  the  necessaiy  steps  to  grant 
this  concession. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  it  was  quite  true  that  no 
scholarships  had  been  awarded  to  the  Westland 
District  since  the  1st  of  April  of  this  year. 
The  reason  of  that  was  that,  owing  to  the 
exceptional  circimistances  in  which  matters 
were,  the  Minister  of  Education  thought  it 
would  be  inadvisable  to  deal  with  the  matter. 
As  to  the  second  question,  the  honourable 
member  was  aware  that  there  was  a  certain 
proportion  of  money  voted  for  scholarships,  and 
he  (Mr.  Stout)  apprehended  that  these  moneys 
would  be  strictly  applied  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  voted. 

A.  RUSSELL. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government,  WTiat 
steps  they  httend  to  take  to  settle  the  claim  of 
Albert  Russell,  of  the  Waikato  Regiment,  for 
land  promised  on  his  transfer  from  the  regulars 
to  this  troop ;  and  what  steps  the  Government 
intend  to  take  in  dealing  with  and  finally 
settling  other  numerous  claims  of  a  similar 
nature?  Each  year  of  the  session  a  number 
of  petitions  came  to  the  House  from  soldiers 
who  had  done  service  during  the  Waikato  war. 
Mr.  Russell  was  enlisted  in  Melbourne.  At 
the  time  of  his  enlistment  it  was  held  out  to 
him  that  he  would  receive  fifty  acres  of  land. 
After  three  or  four  months'  service,  having 
proved  himself  a  splendid  officer,  an  officer 
from  a  Waikato  regiment  was  sent  to  ask  him 
and  others  to  join  the  WaLkatos,  and  a  promise 
was  given  by  that  officer  that  the  number  of 
acres  of  land  would  be  increased,  and  that  they 
would  stand  in  the  same  position  as  tbey  did 
on  the  first  enlistment.  Mr.  Russell  joined  on 
this  inducement.  He  did  service  for  a  length- 
ened period,  suid  he  had  since  repeatedly  peti- 
tioned the  House  for  his  land.  It  was  said 
that  he  had  lost  his  claim  to  the  fifty  acres 
granted  under  the  first  enlistment,  and  received 
nothing.for  the  service  that  was  done.  A  letter 
was  presented  with  the  petition  from  the  officer 
who  enlisted  him,*  in  which  the  statement  was 
borne  out  that  this  pledge  had  been  given  to 
LIr.  Russell  at  the  time  of  enlistment,  and 
that  the  gentleman  enlisting  him  was  at  that 
time  authorized  by  the  commanding  officer  to 
hold  out  this  inducement,  with  full  power  to 
give  effect  to  it.  There  were  others  in  the  same 
position.  He  thought  engagements  of  tiiis  kind 
should  not  be  repudiated. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  thought  there  was  some 
mistake  with  regard  to  this  case.  It  was  true 
that,  in  regard  to  Russell's  case,  the  Commit- 
tee reported,  in  1883,  that  there  was  no  reason 
why  his  name  should  not  be  placed  upon  the 
Mr.  Seddon 


Ust  of  applicants  whose  claims  were  to  be  ooq- 
sidered  ;  and  he  also  petitioned  again  this  year, 
when  evidence  was  given  that  the  name  did 
not  appear  in  tlie  records  or  books  of  the  Wai- 
kato Regiment  at  all.  There  was  evidently 
some  mistake  m  the  matter.  If  Russell  never 
was  in  the  Waikatos,  he  had  no  claim  what- 
ever. He  (Mr.  Ballance)  could  only  say,  gene- 
rally, with  regard  to  the  question,  that  the 
Government  had  already  stated  in  the  present 
session  that  the  whole  of  these  claims  would 
be  taken  into  consideration  during  the  recess, 
and  the  Government  would  make  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  House  next  session. 

Mr.  SEDDON  said  there  must  be  a  serious 
mistake  in  this  matter,  for  Captain  Monis,  the 
honourable  member  for  Tauranga,  knew  Russell 
well,  and  that  he  had  served  in  his  regiment; 
and  his  commanding  officer  sent  a  letter  to  the 
effect  that  he  had  enlisted  him,  and  that  he 
had  served  under  him  for  a  nxmiber  of  years. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  said  he  could  only  refer  to 
the  evidence  given  by  the  Defence  Department 
before  the  Committee,  after  search  was  made 
through  the  records,  and  Russell's  name  did  not 
appear  there. 

REPORTING  DEBATES  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  W.J.  STEWARD  asked  the  (jovenmient, 
If  they  will  give  effect  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Reporting  Debates  Committee,  as  contained 
in  Interim  Report  No.  4,  by  providing  the  sum 
of  £81  for  special  allowance  to  Hansard  com- 
positors, in  consideration  of  the  double  session 
of  this  year  ?  A  memorandum  from  IMr.  Dids- 
bury  had  accompanied  the  rejxjrt,  but  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  reached  the 
Government  tpo  late  to  have  the  amounts  in- 
cluded in  the  supplementary  estimates. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  Government  got  no 
notice  of  the  £81  until  after  the  supplementary 
estimates  had  been  prepared,  and  sanctioned  by 
the  Governor.  He  had  no  doUbt  arrangements 
would  be  made  to  pay  it  out  of  *'  Unauthorized." 

RAILWAY  FENCES. 

Mr.  PEARSON  asked  the  Minister  for  Publ 
Works,  If  the  Railway  Department  considers  it- 
self bound  by  law  to  cut  and  trim  the  Hve  fences 
along  the  railway-lines  ajid  reserves,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  same  damaging  the  neighbouring 
lands  ;  and,  if  it  does  not,  will  the  department 
frame  regulations  for  the  purpose  of  having' 
such  fences  cut  yearly?  He  had  received  a 
letter  from  some  of  his  constituents  along  the 
railway- line  with  regard  to  this  matter,  and  he 
thought  that  if  the  Railway  Department  did 
jiot  undertake  to  keep  the^e  fences  trimmed 
a  considerable  injtistice  would  be  done.  In 
1882,— 

"Mr.  O'Callaqhan  asked  the  Govemmen 
Whether  they  are  aware  that  it  has  been  con- 
tended bv  the  solicitor  to  the  Public  Works  De- 
partment in  Christchurch,  in  a  case  in  the  Magis- 
trate's Court,  that  the  Crown  is  not  bound  by 
the  Fencing  Ordinance  in  the  matter  of  rail- 
way fences  ;  and  that  the  Bench  found  that  it 
had  to  uphold  such  contention  ?  In  the  case 
to  which  the  question  referred,  a  double  line 
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of  fence  had  been  taken  by  the  department 
through  a  man's  land,  and  it  was  argued  by 
the  solicitor  to  the  department  that  the  main- 
tenance of  both  these  fences  devolved  upon 
the  settler,  who  therefore  became  responsible 
for  the  trespass  of  cattle  and  sheep  upon  the 
iftilway  -  lin^.  A  great  hardship  had  un- 
doubtedly been  inflicted  in  that  case,  and  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  law  was  to  be 
Allowed  to  remain  in  its  present  state. 

"Mr.  W.  W.  Johnston  said  his  attention 
had  been  called  that  morning  to  the  decision 
of  the  Bench  in  regard  to  this  particular  case, 
and  since  then  he  had  asked  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Grown  to  give  him  their  opinion  upon  the 
subject,  but  he  had  not  yet  received  that  opinion. 
As  to  the  question  generally  of  maintaining 
railway  fences,  he  believed  the  Government 
would  have  to  take  charge  of  the  maintenance 
-of  all  the  fences.  He  confessed  that,  after 
giving  the  matter  considerable  thought,  he 
could  come  to  no  other  conclusion." 

There  was  no  doubt  as  to  the  liability  of  the 
<70vemment  in  this  matter,  and  he  hoped  the 
Minister  for  Public  Works  would  give  an  an- 
swer in  the  affirmative  to  the  question. 

ilr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  Government 
were  only  to  become  responsible  where  specific 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  acquisition  of 
land  for  railway  purposes. 

SHEEP  AND  CATTLE  RATES. 

Mr.  PEARSON  asked  the  Government,  If 
they  intend  taking  any  steps  to  relieve  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Napier,  Canterbury,  and  Otago  of  such 
portion  of  the  sheep  rate  as  is  not  required  to 
pay  for  the  administration  of  the  Sheep  Act  in 
those  districts,,  and  if  they  will  take  steps  to 
impose  a  rate  on  cattle-owners  by  way  of  con- 
tribution to  the  salaries  of  the  officials  who  are 
Cattle  Insx)ectors  under  the  said  Sheep  Act  ? 
The  Joint  Committee  on  Sheep  and  Rabbit 
Acts  had  submitted  a  valuable  report,  from 
which  he  would  read  the  following  extract  :— 

"  It  will  also  be  apparent,  on  reference  to  the 
annual  sheep  returns  (H.-3,  1884,  page  2), 
that,  whilst  the  sheep  rate  in  the  Districts  of 
Kapier,  Canterbury,  and  Otago,  where  there  is 
no  scab,  exceeds  the  salaries  paid  to  Inspectors 
by  an  aggregate  sum  of  £4,029,  the  rate  from 
the  remaining  districts,  which  are  infected  dis- 
tricts, falls  short  of  the  required  amount  by 
£3,010 ;  and  that,  as  the  total  sheep  rate  exceeds 
by  £1,019  the  total  amount  paid  in  salaries,  it 
follows  that  the  clean  districts  are  contribut- 
ing no  less  than  £3,010  towards  the  expense 
of  eradicating  scab  in  the  other  districts,  be- 
sides £1,019  towards  the  general  revenue  of 
the  colony." 

He  thought  that  the  people  in  those  districts, 
who  were  energetic  enough  to  get  rid  of  the 
ficab,  should  not  be  taxed  to  keep  up  Inspectors 
in  districts  where  sufficient  means  had  not  been 
n8«d  to  eradicate  the  scab.  It  appeared  that  a 
portion  of  the  rates  derived  went  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Inspectors  employed  imder  the 
Act  to  look  after  cattle;  and  therefore  the 
owners  of  cattle  ought  to  pay  a  proportion  of 
the  rates  levied. 


Mr.  STOUT  said  the  honourable  member 
was  no  doubt  aware  that  this  matter  was  men- 
tioned in  the  Conmiittee's  report.  The  Govern- 
ment had  to  thank  the  Committee  for  the  very 
valuable  report  they  had  furnished.  The  Com- 
mittee, who  were  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  whole  subject,  had  made  no  such  recom- 
mendation as  the  honourable  gentleman  sug- 
gested, as  to  how  this  disparity  in  the  revenue 
should  be  dealt  with.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  deal  with  one  particular  district  unless  the 
whole  manner  of  administering  the  Sheep  Act 
were  changed,  and  that  would  involve  fresh 
legislation.  Therefore  tJie-  Government  could 
not  at  the  present  time  take  any  steps  with 
regard  to  the  subject,  and  they  must  administer 
the  law  as  it  Stood.  They  admitted  the  dis- 
parity, but  they  did  not  see  how  they  could  at 
present  give  any  relief. 

R.  TUTA  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  asked  the  Premier, 
What  steps,  if  any,  .the  Government  propose 
taking  with  regard  to  the  report  of  the  Native 
Affairs  Committee  on  the  petitions  of  Ruka 
Tuta  and  others'  and  Ramari  Herewini?  He 
admitted  that  this  was  a  large  and  important 
question,  and  involved  very  great  difficulty. 
He  would  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  this  matter 
had'been  properly  described  as  one  of  import- 
ance. It  opened  up  the  question  of  dealing 
with  a  number  of  trusts  throughout  the  colony. 
The  report  of  the  Conunittee  on  the  subject 
was  as  follows : — 

*'  The  Committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  trust  has  not  been  fulfilled,  and 
that  steps  should  be  taken  by  the  Government, 
either  by  an  action  in  the  Supreme  Court  or 
by  legislation,  to  restore  the  piece  of  land  in 
question  to  the  condition  of  an  ordinary  Native 
reserve,  under  the  management  of  the  Public 
Trustee.  As  regards  that  part  of  the  grant 
made  out  of  Crown  land,  the  Committee  con- 
sider it  should  revert  to  the  Crown." 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  take  action  in  the  Supreme  Court.  As  to  the 
question  of  legislation,  that  was  a  matter  which 
would  have  to  be  considered.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  conditions  of  many  of  these 
trusts  had  been  fulfilled.  The  Government 
could  not  deal  with  any  pajrticular  trust,  but  all 
trusts  made  in  a  similar  way  in  vajious  pajrts  of 
the  colony  would  have  to  be  considered  at  the 
same  time. 

UPPER  TAKAKA  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  asked  the  Commissioner 
of  Telegraphs,  Whether  he  will  cause  a  tele- 
phone -  station  to  be  established  at  Bates's, 
Upper  Takaka  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  the  Government 
could  not  accede  to  this  request :  not  upon  the 
ground  of  expense,  but  because  there  was  a 
public  line  connecting  the  offices  at  Motueka, 
CoUingwood,  and  other  places.<  If  this  re- 
quest were  granted,  to  make  a  private  house 
a  telephone-station,  there  were  several  other 
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private  settlers  along  the  line  who  might  ask 
to  be  dealt  with  in  the  same  way,  and  the 
effect  would  be  that  all  public  messages  passing 
through  would  be  heard  through  the  telephone. 

Mr.  HURSTHOUSE  had  no  desire  that  the 
station  should  be  at  a  private  house.  There 
was  a  public  school  at  this  place,  which  was 
only  a  hundred  yards  from  the  present  line. 
There  were  a  considerable  number  of  settlers 
living  in  the  vicinity,  to  whom  this  telephone- 
station  would  be  a  great  convenience. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  ofl&cer  of  the  depart- 
ment reported  that  only  one  settler  would  use 
the  line,  and  that  he  would  be  able  to  hear  all 
messages  passing  through.  If  these  public  tele- 
phone lines,  which  were  really ^n  the  nature 
of  telegraph  lines,  were  allowed  to  bo  con- 
nected with  private  houses,  the  secrecy  of  mes- 
sages would  be  destroyed. 

WAIRAU  PROTECTIVE  WORKS. 

Mr.  DODSON  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  cause  an  examination  and 
report  to  bo  made  upon  the  efE'ectiveneFS  of 
certain  protective  works  which  have  been 
erected  during  the  past  eight  years  by  the 
Lower  Wairau  Board  of  Conservators,  for  con- 
trolling the  flood  water  and  protecting  the 
banks  of  rivers  in  the  tVairau  District;  the 
system  |)eing  very  simple,  easily  erected,  and 
comparatively  inexpensive,  merely  consisting 
of  posts,  wire,  and  the  plsmtation  of  willows, 
but  which  in  every  instance  has  been  found 
satisfactory  in  protecting  the  river-banks  ?  He 
might  state  that  the  Government  were  not 
Cbsked  to  spend  any  money,  but  were  simply 
requested  to  make  a  report  on  works  of  con- 
siderable importance  already  constructed.  At 
one  time  there  was  no  district  in  the  colony 
more  subject  to  floods  than  the  Wairau  Dis- 
trict ;  but,  owing  to  the  protective  works  under- 
taken by  the  River  Board,  which  were  of  a 
simple  and  inexpensive  character,  it  was  now 
free  from  floods,  and  was  one  of  considerable 
prosperity.  As  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
system  adopted  should  not  be  made  use  of  in 
other  parts  of  the  colony,  he  thought  the  Go- 
vernment should  make  an  authoritative  report, 
80  as  to  lead  to  the  adoption  of  the  system  in 
other  places. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the 
report  asked  for  would  be  made  dunng  the 
recess. 

MAKARAKA  TELEPHONE. 

Mr.  LOCKE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  have  a  telephone -station  opened  at 
Makaraka,  between  Gisbome  and  Ormond,  as 
it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  involve  no  expense,  as  the  wire  runs 
through  the  village  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  he  would  au- 
thorize the  opening  of  a  telephone-station  at 
Makaraka.  .  The  expense  would  not  be  more 
than  £45,  and  there  would  be  no  delay  in  hav- 
ing it  done. 

MAHIA  LINEMAN. 
Mr.  LOCKE  asked  the  Government,  Whether 
they  will  station  a  lineman  operator  at  the 
8ir  J.  Vogel 


Mahia  or  thereabouts,  being  about  half-way 
between  Gisbome  and  Wairoa,  great  incon- 
venience now  being  felt  through  the  delays 
caused  by  any  breakage  or  disarrangement  of 
the  wire,  the  two  main  stations  being  so  far 
apart  and  a  very  rough  country  intervening; 
and  also  as  there  is  a  considerable  population 
of  Europeans  and  Msboris  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Mahia,  who  would  benefit  by  such  an 
arrangement  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  the  cost  would 
be  too  heavy  for  the  department  to  undertake. 
The  interruptions  were  very  frequent,  but  it 
was  not  considered  necessary  to  nave  an  ope- 
rator in  the  neighbourhood. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES'  HOLIDAYS. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  asked  the  Minister  for 
Public  Works,  If  it  is  his  intention  to  give  im- 
mediate effect  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of 
the  9th  September  last,  respecting  the  holidays 
of  railway  employes ;  and,  if  so,  will  such  raJl- 
way  employes  receive  a  holiday  on  Monday 
next,  the  day  on  which  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
birthday  will  be  celebrated  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  it  waa 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  give  fair 
and  reasonable  eflect  to  the  resolution  which 
the  House  passed,  which  was  couched  in  these 
words :  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
the  railway  employes  should  not  be  subjected 
to  reduction  of  pay  on  account  of  statutory 
holidavs."  The  question  involved  a  very  con- 
sidenvble  amount  of  difficulty  in  making  the 
arrangements,  and  |ie  had  not  had  time  to 
spare  during  the  session  to  consult  the  General 
Managers  of  the  railways  as  to  these  arrange- 
ments. The  holiday  that  suited  in  one  place 
would  not  suit  in  another.  In  regard  to  the 
Hutt  District,  he  understood  that  next  Mon- 
day would  be  suitable  for  some  of  the  men; 
but  in  Canterbury  the  men  would  not  be  at  all 
satisfied  with  that  day,  and  in  Otago  the  men 
would  prefer  taking  a  >ioliday  a  fortnight  hence. 
There  were  4,800  men  to  whom  this  question 
more  or  less  related.  There  were  1,200  of  them 
who,  by  the  regulations  under  which  they  were 
engaged,  were  entitled  to  and  obtained  a  week*s 
holiday  during  the  year.  These  men  did  not 
get  paid  for  overtime.  The  other  3,600  men 
were  paid  for  every  hour  of  overtime  which  they 
worked  during  the  year,  and  on  holidays  they, 
in  addition  to  receiving  their  pay,  had  a  free 
pass  for  themselves  and  their  families  over  the 
railways.  He  did  not  suppose  that,  in  passing 
this  resolution,  the  House  anticipated  ttiat  the 
Government  were  going  to  make  any  reprisals 
on  these  men,  or  tor  t^ke  from  them  any  privi- 
leges they  now  possessed  under  the  regulations. 
The  pay  and  privileges  of  both  sets  of  men  had 
been  equally  considered :  one  set  of  men  got 
their  holidays,  ysrhilst  others  got  extra  pay. 
Therefore  this  resolution  must  aflect  the  whole 
staff,  because,  if  one  set  of  men  got  an  addi- 
tional number  of  statutory  holidays,  then  the 
others,  now  getting  a  week's  holiday,  would  be 
entitled  to  an  additional  number  of  holidays 
also.  Honourable  members  would  see  that  the 
whole  matter  would  have  to  be  carefully  con- 
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sidered  before  anything  yfs^  done.  He  might 
also  point  out  that  the  honourable  member's 
desire,  as  indicated  in  the  question,  could  not 
be  carried  out,  because  only  a  portion  of  the 
men  could  possibly  be  spared  on  these  holidays, 
and  the  ouiers  must  have  their  holidays  on 
daysXhat  would  suit  l^e  department  and  them- 
selves. Next  Monday  would  be  the  first  holi- 
day that  hsbd  occurred  since  the  resolution  was 
passed,  and  arrangements  would  be  made  to 
giye  these  men  a  day  for  this  holiday. 

Mr.  FITZHERBERT  thanked  the  honour- 
able gentleman  for  the  full  reply  he  had  given ; 
bat  he  would  like  to  know  whether  next  Monday 
would  be  given  to  these  men. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  that  could  not 
be  done,  but  they  would  be  given  a  day  for  it. 

CHARITABL*E  AID. 
Mr.  PYKE  asked  the  Premier,  If  the  Go- 
Texnment  will  take  such  action  as  will  equalize 
the  distribution  of  charitable  aid  in  future  ?  It 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  he  should  explain 
the  facts  in  relation  to  this  matter,  so  that  the 
House  might  know  why  he  had  put  the  ques- 
tion. Papers  containing  official  information 
on  the  subject  of  charitable  aid  had  been  laid 
on  the  table  at  diJSerent  times  during  the  ses- 
sion, but  they  were  compiled  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  was  only  sdtei  two  or  three  mornings* 
labour  that  he  hsbd  been  able  to  get  out  the 
facts  to  which  he  now  desired  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Grovemment.  Those  facta  1^ 
bad  tabulated,  as  follow : —  « 

Charitable-Aid  Expenditure,  1883-84, 


Provincial 
District. 

Local  Contribu- 
tions on  which 
£1  for  £1  has 
been  paid  by 
Government. 

Given     by    the 
Govt,   without 
anv  Local  Con- 
tribution. 

Total  given 
by  Govern- 
ment. 

AncUand 

Taranaki 

Wellington        ... 
Hawkers  Bay     ... 

Nelson     

Marlborough     ... 
Wertland 
Canterbury 
Otago       

£  8.  d. 
.    630  18   5 

66  19  9 
863  17  10 

25  0  0 
199  17    9 

771'  4    6 
1,373    4    0 
9,943  13    0 

£        8.   d. 

5,699    5    2 

860  19    2 

2,404  17  10 

1,616    7  10 

3,558    2    2 

76  13    3 

22  16    0 

12,909    8    6 

376  12  10 

£      B.  d. 

6,230    3    7 

917  18  11 

3,328  15    8 

1,641    7  10 

3,757  19  11 

76  13    3 

794    0    0 

14,282  12    6 

3,619    5  10 

Total 

34,648  18    0 

He  thought  these  figures  showed  that  some 
action  on  the  part  of  the  Government  was  ne- 
cessary. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  Government  knew  per- 
fectly well  that  the  distribution  of  charitable 
aid  had  not  been  conducted  on  any  system 
whatever;  and  they  also  recognized  that  it 
would  be  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty  to 
make  tl^e  distribution  upon  any  principle  until 
the  local  governing  bodies  had  been  charged 
with  the  duty  of  administering  charitable  aid. 
They  hoped,  however,  that  this  would  come 
about  shortly,  and  that  matters  would  then 
stand  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  it  was  only  just  to  South 


Canterbury,  and  especially  to  Ashburton,  that 
he  ^ould  mention  that  tiie  bulk  of  the  con-- 
tribution  which  reached  Canterbury  from  the 
colonial  chest  really  went  to  those  portions  of 
the  provincial  district  which  were  north  of  the 
Bakaia  Biver. 

«« THE  KING  COUNTRY." 

Mr.  JOYCE  asked  the  Premier,  If  he  has 
received  from  the  Agent-G«neral  any  recom- 
mendation relative  to  the  work  entitled  **  The 
King  Country,'*  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Kerry-NichoUs,  a 
recent  traveller  in  the  North  Island  of  New 
Zealand  ?  He  might  mention  that  Iskst  year  he  . 
had  met  Mr.  Nicholls  in  Auckland,  and  had 
accompanied  him  as  far  as  Wellington,  where 
he  had  the  pleasure  of  introducing  'him  to  the 
then  Colonial  Treasurer  and  other  members  of 
the  Government,  who  gave  him  information 
which  he  considered  would  add  to  the  success 
of  the  work. .  He  also  understood  that  the  Go- 
vernment led  Mr.  Nicholls  to  believe  that  they 
would  take  some  copies  of  the  work  on  its  pub- 
lication. He  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Nicholls,  in  which  he  said, — 

"  As  you  took  so  kindly  an  interest  in  me 
when  in  Wellington,  you  will  allow  me  to  men- 
tion that  the  Government  promised  to  take  a 
certain  number  of  copies,  so  soon  as  a  price 
could  be  quoted.  Sir  Dillon  Bell  is  now 
writing  fully  upon  the  matter  to  the  Govern- 
ment. As  the  work  has  entailed  a  great  out- 
lay, I  venture  to  hope  that,  if  you  can, 
directly  or  indirectly,  do  anything  to  influ- 
ence the  Government  to  forward  my  inter- 
ests by  taking  as  large  a  number  of  copies 
as  possible,  you  will  do  so.  I  may  mention 
that  the  reviews  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  work,  and,  as  it  is  one  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  colony  by  attracting, 
settlers  and  visitors  to  its  shores,  a  certain 
number  of  copies  should,  I  think,  be  purchased 
for  distribution  among  the  mechanics*  insti- 
tutions and  kindred  institutions  in  Great- 
Britain." 

He  would  only  add  that  the  book  did  con- 
tain a  large  amount  of  valuable  information, 
and  he  should  be  very  glad  to  see  Mr.  Nicholls 
receive  the  little  assistance  he  desired. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  that  a  communication  hcMl 
been  received  from  the  Agent-General  with  re- 
ference to  this  work,  and  he  recommended  that 
a  certain  number  of  copies  should  be  left  with 
him,  to  be  distributed  about  England.  He 
(Mr.  Stout)  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
reading  the  book,  but  he  had  heard  it  very 
well  spoken  of,  and  it  was  quite  probable  that 
the  recommendation  of  the  Agent  -  General 
would  be  given  effect  to. 

BEBWICK-HBNLEY  TELEPHONE. 
Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  Commissioner  of 
Telegraphs,  Whether  he  will  cause  connec- 
tion by  telephone  to  be  established  between 
Berwick  and  Henley?  He  might  mention 
that  the  people  of  the  district  about  Berwick 
were  prepared  to  supply  for  this  telephone  ex- 
tension, and  therefore  the  cost  would  not  be 
great. 
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Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  the  Government 
YTOuld  have  this  work  done  next  year. 

HOSPITAL  AND  CHAEITABLE  AID. 

Mr.  G.  F.  RICHARDSON  asked  the  Go- 
vernment, Would  not  &  resolution  of  this 
House  be  sufficient  authority  for  an  altered 
basis  of  subsidies  to  hospitals  and  charitable 
institutions  to  be  adopted  after  the  close  of 
the  present  financial  year;  and  would  the 
Government  support  a  motion — "  That,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  desirable  that  all 
grants  to  hospitals  and  charitable  institutions 
shall,  after  the  close  of  the  present  financial 
year,  be  made  on  the  basis  of  a  uniform  capi- 
tation allowance  computed  on^  the  average 
number  of  'persons  relieved  in  such  hospiteds 
and  by  such  charitable  institutions  during  the 
preceding  financial  year"  ?  He  thought  point 
had  been  given  to  this  question  by  the  figures 
quoted  by  the  honourable  member  for  the  Dun- 
stan  with  regard  to  charitable  aid. 

Mr.  STOUT  doubted  whether  a  resolution  of 
the  House  would  have  much  effect  in  the  right 
direction.  The  House  knew  pretty  well  that, 
at  the  present  time,  a  certain  number  of 
people  did  not  care  for  the  welfare  of  their 
hospitals,  and  contributed  little  or  nothing 
towards  their  support.  If  these  people  con- 
tinued to  fail  to  perform  their  duty,  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  would  not  be  of  much  avail, 
and,  if  people  were  subjected  to  want  because 
the  residents  in  a  particular  district  did  not 
perform  their  duty,  it  would  be  no  good  to  tell 
those  poor  people  that  the  House  had  passed 
a  resolution  to  do  so-and-so.  Strong  measures 
would  have  to  be  devised  for  dealing  with 
this  question,  and  the  simplest  way  would  be 
to  compel  the  people  to  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  hospitals. 

NATIVE  LAND  PURCHASES. 

Captam  RUSSELL  asked  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, Whether  the  Government  have  aban- 
doned the  policy  of  purchasing  Native  land  in 
the  North  Island  ?  If  not,  out  of  what  vote  or 
fund  money  can  be  provided  for  the  purchase 
of  QJiy  land  which  may  be  placed  under  offer 
drffring  the  current  year ;  and,  if  no  such  vote 
or  funds  exist,  whether  the  Government  will 
place  on  the  supplementary  estimates  a  sum 
of  money  to  acquire  lajid  which  may  be  abso- 
lutely essential  to  the  progress  of  settlement  in 
the  North  Island  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  a  vote  had  been 
taken  for  this'  purpose  since  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  given  notice  of  .his  question. 
The  sum  which  had  been  granted  would  be 
sufficient  to  meet  all  engagements  to  the  31st 
March  next. 

MAIL  SERVICE  WITH  ENGLAND. 
Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  arrange  for  insertion,  in 
the  proposed  contract  for  the  conveyajice  of 
mails  by»  direct  steamers,  of  a  definite  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  trips  the  steamers 
shall  make  each  year  to  the  various  leading 
ports  of  the  colony  ? 


Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  this  question  was 
decided  in  Committee  the  other  evening,  and 
it  would  be  left  to  the  owners  of  the  steamers 
to  decide  as  to  which  ports  they  would  call  at. 
No  doubt  they  would  call  at  the  ports  which 
offered  the  best  inducements  to  them. 

CORONERS. 

Mr.  BRADSHAIGH-BRADSHAW  asked  the 
Government,  If  they  will,  early  after  the  pro- 
rogation, put  into  force  the  resolution  of  this 
House,  carried  by  a  large  majority  this- session, 
with  reference  to  the  appointment  of  Coroneis? 

Mr.  TOLE  replied  that  the  Government 
would  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  resolution  of 
the  House. 

GREYMOUTH-BRUNNER  RAILWAY 
PlRES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Mmister  for  Pub- 
lic Works,  Whether  he  will  give  directions  to 
reduce  the  fares  charged  on  the  Greymouth- 
Brmmer  Railway  during  the  holidays  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  could  not  see  his  way 
clear  to  give  any  promise  on  this  subject,  espe- 
cially as  the  traffic  was  so  small  that  it  'would 
involve,  a  loss  to  the  revenue. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  thought  the  honourable 
gentleman  must  have  been  misinformed  as  to 
the  traffic  being  small,  as  the  railway  spoken 
of  paid  the  highest  percentage  of  any  rsolway 
in  New  Zealand. 

BRUNNER  AND  GREY  BRIDGES. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  for  Pub- 
lic Works, — (1.)  Whether  he  will  take  imme- 
diate steps  to  abolish  the  toll  on  the  Brunner 
Gorge  Bridge  ?  (2.)  Whether  the  Government 
will  erect  a  foot-bridge  across  the  Grey  River 
at  Brunnerton,  for  the  convenience  of  the  resi- 
dents of  the  Townships  of  Taylorville,  Wallsend, 
and  Brunnerton  ?  He  had  previously  brought 
this  question  under  the  notice  of  the  Minister, 
and  it  was  with  the  view  of  having  a  definite 
answer  from  the  honourable  gentleman  before 
returning  to  his  constituents  that  he  had  placed 
the  question  on  the  Order  Paper. 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  said  the  honourable 
gentleman  h8Ml  several  times  put  this  question, 
and  he  (Mr.  Richardson)  had  endeavoured  to 
explain  the  very  serious  di£|culty  of  dealing 
with  the  matters  referred  to.  With  regard  to 
the  first  question,  the  Government  were  not  pre- 
pared to  take  any  steps  at  present  to  abolish 
the  toll,  and  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  was 
in  the  interests  of  public  safety  that  no  induce- 
ment whatever  should  be  given  to  make  further 
use  of  the  bridge  than  at  present.  With  regard 
to  the  second  question,  he  might  say  that  a 
proposal  had  been  made,  with  a  view  to  lighten- 
ing the  traffic  on  the  bridge,  to  have  a  foot- 
bridge attached  to  the  bridge ;  but,  for  many 
reasons,  the  officers  of  the  department  hesi- 
tated to  make  such  a  reconmiendation.  His 
answer  to  the  honourable  member  some  time 
back  was  to  the  effect  that,  if  the  local  bodies 
found  the  balance  of  the  money,  the  Govern- 
ment  would  contribute,  towards  the  cost  ci 
the  erection  of  a  foot-bridge  lower  down  the 
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Dver,  the  sum  that  would  be  required  for  the 
coDstruction  of  the  attached  foot-bridge.  He 
thoaght  that  was  the  most  reasonable  view  to 
take  of  the  matter,  and  he  hoped  that  when  the 
honourable  gentleman  went  back  to  his  con- 
stituents he  would  be  able  to  induce  the  local 
bodies  to  accept  that  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

WESTPORT  COLLIERY  COMPANY. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Minister  of 
Lands,  If  he  will  set  aside  100  acres  of  land 
adjoining  the  area  of  150  acres  recently  bought 
by  the  Westport  Colliery  Company  at  Wall- 
Bend,  and  have  same  surveyed  into  sections, 
and  offered  for  sale  to  the  occupiers  and  the 
public  ? 

Mr.  BALLANCE  replied  that  instructions 
had  been  given  to  survey  a  township  on  land 
at  Greymouth,  attd  that  the  survey  was  now 
going  on,  with  the  object  of  giving  effect  to  the 
proposal  contained  in  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's question. 

AUCKLAND-WELLINGTON  TELEGRAPH. 

Mr.  PEACOCK  asked  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
without  notice,  Whether  there  is  any  intention 
of  improving  the  telegraphic  communication 
between  Auckland  and  the  South,  so  as  to  ob- 
viate the  inconveniences  and  vexatious  delays 
which  frequently  result  from  interruptions  in 
the  line?  He  might  state  that  these  delays 
were  the  cause  of  great  annoyance  to  the  com- 
mercial public,  and  also  to  those  connected 
with  the  Press ;  and  he  should  be  glad  to  have 
some  assurance  that  steps  would  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  such  frequent  inter- 
ruptions. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  replied  that  the  department 
were  quite  sensible  of  the  inconvenience  arising 
from  the  limited  nature  of  the  telegraphic  oom- 
mmiication  with  Auckland,  and  were  consider- 
ing the  best  means  of  carrying  through  an  alter- 
native line  of  communication.  The  honourable 
gentleman  might  rely  upon  it  that  the  subject 
would  receive  the  consideration  of  the  depart- 
ment, with  a  view  to  speedy  action. 

WESTLAND  EDUCATION  DISTRICT 
SUBDIVISION  BILL. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in  this  Bill  be 
.  disagreed  with.  The  amendments  were  to  the 
effect  that  no  Education  Board  whatever  was 
to  be  constituted  in  the  district :  two  subdi- 
visions were  to  be  recognized,  but  the  manage- 
ment of  the  whole  matter  was  to  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  a  Commissioner  or  Commissioners. 
Since  the  Bill  had  been  passed  by  the  Council 
the  district  had  been  consulted,  and  he  had 
received  a  large  number  of  telegrams  asking 
that  the  Westland  District,  at  all  events, 
should  have  a  Board  of  its  own.  He  therefore 
proposed,  with  a  view  to  see  whether  some  ar- 
rangement could  not  be  come  to  between  the 
Houses,  that  the  amendments  should  be  dis- 
agreed with.  Of  course,  if  the  Council  insisted 
on  its  amendments,  the  House  would  have  to 
accept  the  Bill  as  it  stood. 

Amendments  disagreed  with,  and  Mr.  Shep. 


hard,  Mr.  Seddon,  and  Mr.  Stout  appointed  a. 
Committee  to  draw  up  reasons  for  the  dis- 
agreement. * 
Reasons  brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

FISHERIES  CONSERVATION  BILL.    • 

Mr.  TOLE  moved  the  second  reading  of  thia 
Bill.  Its  object  was  to  provide  efficient  ma- 
chinery for  carrying  out  Acts  at  present  on  the 
Statute  Book  in  which  there  were  considerable 
defects.  There  was  no  efficient  machinery  at 
present  for  preventing  the  wholesale  destruction 
of  fish. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  this  was  a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  Bill  previously  brought  before  the 
House,  but  there  were  still  in  it  one  or  two 
provisions  which  gave  rise  to  much  opposition 
m  the  former  Bill.  Subsections  (2)  and  (8)  of 
clause  8  provided  that  any  person  taking  fish 
in  water  of  which  he  was  the  proprietor,  or  any 
person  authorized  by  such  owner,  was  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  this  Act.  Great  objection 
had  been  made  to  that,  for  this  reason:  The 
Governor  in  Council,  no  doubt,  would  issue  re- 
gulations imposing  a  fee,  which  every  person 
would  have  to  pay.  But  throughout  New  Zea- 
land there  were  persons  owning  miles  and  miles-  ' 
of  frontages  to  rivers,  who  had  never  paid  a 
farthing  towards  stocldng  the  riv3rs,  more  than 
the  general  public,  but,  because  they  happened 
to  have  land  close  up  to  those  rivers,  they  and 
their  friends  would  be  enabled  under  this  BiU 
to  fish  vTithout  paying  for  licenses,  whereas  any 
boy  or  any  person  fishing  in  the  same  rivers, 
would  have  to  pay  for  a  license. 

Mr.  HATCH  was  glad  the  Government  had 
thought  proper  to  bring  down  this  Bill.  It  was 
one  of  the  most  important  brought  before  them. 
He  quite  understood  the  idea  thrown  out  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Waipawa ;  but  he 
hoped  that  the  whole  business  of  the  fishing 
interests  right  through  the  colony  would  be 
conserved  in  a  way  very  different  from  what 
they  had  been  of  lat^  years.  This  country  at 
the  present  time  had  no  idea  of-  the  efforts 
made  in  oUier  large  countries  to  protect  the 
fisheries.  Although  the  law  sJready  in  force 
with  regard  to  seal -fishing  appeared  Vtev 
stringent,  it  was  not  nearly  stringent  enoug(. 
to  prevent  foreign  parties,  and  perhaps  some  ot^ 
themselves,  from  destroying  those  animals  un- 
lawfully. He  hoped  this  Bill  would  be  made 
as  stringent  as  possible,  and  would  not  be 
niangled  in  Committee. 

Mr.  GRIGG  said  the  honourable  member  for 
Waipawa  had  quite  misunderstood  the  clause. 
As  he  (Mr.  Grigg)  understood  it,  it  simply  re- 
ferred to  water  owned  entirely  and  absolutely 
by  the  owners  of  property.  It  meant  this : 
that,  if  a  man  msbde  a  fish-pond  in  his  own 
garden,  he  could  take  the  fish  from  that  pond 
just  the  same  as  he  could  take  poultry  from 
his  poultry-yard. 

Sir  G.  GREY  could  not  quite  agree  with  the 
remarks  of  the  last  speaker.  He  (Sir  G.  Grey) 
contended  that  the  rivers  and  the  fish  in  them 
were  the  common  property  of  the  whole  nation. 
Why,  therefore,  shottld  any  person  pay  a  license 
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'for  fishing  in  waters  running  through  Govern- 
ment land?     ^ 
Bill  resbd  a  second  time. 

IN  COMMITTEB. 

•  Clause  2,  subsection  (3). — Act  shall  not  apply 
to  any  person  taking  fish  in  water  of  which  he 

•  is  the  owner. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  the  omission  of  the  words 
^*  any  person  taking  fish  in  water.'* 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
"**  That  the  words  stand  part  of  the  clause." 

Ayes,  88. 

Barron  Holmes  Bichardson,  G. 

.Beetham  Johnston  Bolleston 

Bruce  Lake  Samuel 

Bryce  Lance  Shephard 

^       Buchanan  Levestam  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Buckland,  J.  C.  Macandrew  Stout 

•ConoUy  McKenzie,  J.  Tole 

€owan  McMillan  Trimble 

Dodson  Menteath  Wakefield 

Duncan  Moat  Walker. 

Gillies  Peacock  Tellers, 

•Grigg  Pyke  Fitzherbert    . 

Harper  Bichardson,  E.  Fulton. 

Noes,  16. 
Fraser  Newman  Tumbull 

Grey  Pere  White,  W. 

•Guinness  Sutter 

Hatch  Taiaroa  .  Tellers, 

Joyce  Thompson,  T.    Cadman 

Locke  Thomson,  J.  W.  Smith. 

Majority  for,  22. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  COWAN  moved  the  addition  of  the 
words  **  other  than  running  streams." 

The  Committee  divided. 

Ayes,  24. 

Ballance  Joyce  Taiaroa 

Barron  Lamach  Thomson,  J.  W. 

B.-Bradshaw     Locke  Tole 

Cadman  Newman'  Tumbull 

Duncan  O'Conor  Vogel. 

Fraser  Pere  Tellers, 

Grey  Smith  Cowan 

Guinness  Sutter  Shrimski. 

Hatch 

Noes,  26. 

Bryce  Hohnes  Bolleston 

Buchanan         Lake  Samuel 

Dodspn  Lance  Shephard 

Fitzherbert       Macandrew  Trimble 

Fulton  McMillan  Wakefield 

Gillies  Menteath  Walker. 

Grigg  Moat  Tellers. 

Harper  Peacock  Copolly 

Hobbs  Bichardson,  G.  Johnston. 

Majority  ttgainst,  2. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

BIVER  BOARDS  BILL. 

IK  COMMITTEE. 

Clause  89. — Rate  to  be  property-rate,  oither 
tmifoim  or  according  to  classification. 
Sir  G.  Grey 


Mr.  GRIGG  moved.  That  subsection  (1)  be 
struck  out. 

The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 
*'  That  the  subsection  be  retained." 


Ayes,  87. 
Hirst,  H.  Samuel 

Hobbs    •  «  Shephard 


Allwright 

Atkinson 

Barron  •  Johnston  Shrunski 

B.-Bradshaw     Lance  Smith 

Brown  Lamach  Sutter 

Cadman  Locke  Taiaroa 

Cowan  Macarthur         Tole 

Daigaville  Menteath  Tumbull 

Fit^erbert        Newman  Wilson. 

Garrick  O'Callaghan 

Guinness  Peacock  Tellers. 

Hakuene  Ross  Fulton 

Hamlin  Russell  Stewart,  W.  D. 

Noes,  21. 
Bruce  Lake  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Buchanan  Macandrew        Trimble 

Dodson  McEenzie,  J.     Walker 

Duncan  Richardson,  E.  White,  W. 

Gillies  Stout  Tellers. 

Hatch  Te  Ao  Conolly 

Holmes  Thompson,  T.    Grigg. 

Joyce 

Majority  for,  16. 

Amendment  negatived,  and  clause  ag]:eed  to. 

Bill  reported,  and  read  a  third  time. 

GREYMOUTH  HARBOUR  BOARD  BILL 
(No.  2). 

Sir  J.  VOGEL,  in  asking  leave  to  introduce 
this  Bill,  said  its  object  was  to  correct  a  mis- 
take in  the  Greymouth  Harbour  Board  Bill. 
l!t  appeared  that,  by  a  mistake,  the  Bill  was 
not  sent  up  correctly  to  the  Upper  House,  the 
words  **  and  fifty,"  which  were  inserted  in  Com- 
mittee in  this  House  having  been  omitted,  so 
that  the  amount  in  the  Bill  stood  at  £100,000 
instead  of  £150,000.  The  Assistant-Clerk  had 
furnished  him  with  evidence  showing  how  the 
mistake  had  occurred.  The  object  of  the  Bill 
was  simply  to  restore  the  words  as  passed 
through  tne  House  of  Representatives. 

Bill  read  a  first,  a  seqond,  and  a  thifd  time. 

NATIVE  LAND  ALIENATION  RESTRIC- 
TION BILL. 

Mr.  Stout  brought  up  the  following  reasons, 
for  this  House  disagreeing  with  the  ameod- 
ments  made  by  the  Legislative  Council  in 
clause  7  of  this  Bill : — 

'*  That  the  power. of  the  Crown  to  purchase 
land  from  a  subject  cannot  be  restricted  except 
by  a  specific  Act,  which  must  be  reserved  for 
Her  Majesty's  assent. 

'  *  That  the  restriction  proposed  is  not  justified 
by  experience. 

'*  That,  if  any  restriction  is  called  for,  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Native  Contaiittees 
have  yet  attained  the  position  which  would 
justify  the  Legislature  in  placing  them  as  arbi- 
ters between  the  owners  ot  land  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Crown." 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  must  say,  Sir,  that  I  cannot 
agree  with  one  part  of  these  reasons.    I  think 
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that  the  Committees  are  absolutely  abje  to 
conduct  the  sales  of  land. 

Mi.  STOUT.— We  do  not  say  they  are  not  to 
do  80. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Yes :  that  is  the  effect  of  the 
reasons ;  and  I  dissent  entirely  from  them.  I 
am  not  arguing  at  present  in  favour  of  what  the 
Council  has  done,  but  I  do  not  think  the  state- 
ments contained  in  these  reasons  in  reply  to 
the  Council  can  be  maintained.  The  Crown 
for  years  purchased  lands  from  the  Natives  in 
the  way  the  Council  propose.  I  made  many 
purchases  myself  in  that  manner,  and  it  has 
really  been  tie  practice  of  the  Crown  to  pur- 
chase lands  in  that  way.  Therefore  I  cannot 
admit  that  there  is  any  justification  at  all  for 
saying  that  it  is  taking  power  from  the  Orown 
to  deal  with  this  matter  as  the  Council  pro- 
poses to  do.  It  is,  however,  a  reversion  to 
the  system  which  has  been  in  operation  in 
past  years,  and  I  cannot  see  any  objection 
to  it.  I  must  say  t^iat  the  Natives  showed 
that  they  had  the  power  of  conducting  their 
^es  of  land  well;  and  I  think  the  Com- 
mittees proposed  might  in  a  greater  degree 
be  relied  upon.  But  where  I  think  the  dif- 
ficulty has  arisen  in.  this  case  is  this :  that 
,  formerly  it  was  distinctly  understood  that, 
the  Crown  having  the  sole  right  to  pur- 
chase, all  sales  of  lands  so  purchased  must 
take  place  in  New  Zealand,  and  were  to  be 
made  openly  under  rules  fixed  by  the  Crown. 
Now,  I  presume  that,  if  this  general  rule  is 
made, — that  the  Committees  are  to  have  the 
sole  power  of  selling  their  lands, — they  may 
.sell  the  lands  in  a  way  which  would  not  be 
advantageous  to  the  public  interest.  I  think 
the  House  will  probably  agree  with  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  I  take  the  following  view  of  the 
case.  We  entered  this  country  when  the  Na- 
tives were  unable  in  many  cases  to  preserve 
'  the  possession  of  their  lands.  Their  title  to  the 
land  was  continually  varying  every  few  years, 
when  one  tribe  conquered  another  and  took 
j>osses8ion  of  their  land.  When  we  entered 
New  Zealand,  however,  we  undertook  that 
eveiy  Native  should  be.  preserved  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  property  he  held  at*  the  time. 
That  was  giving  the  Natives  a  very  great  ad- 
vantage indeed.  .  It  was  giving  them,  in  point 
•of  fact,  security  of  tenure.  Then,  we  asked,  in 
part  return  for  that,  that  they  should  grant  the 
Crown  the  right  of  pre-emption.  We  promised, 
further,  to  give  great  value  to  their  land — 
•a  much  greater  value  than  they  could  get  for 
their  lands  in  their  former  ^ate  —  by  intro- 
ducing a  large  European  population  into  the 
colony,  and  by  constructing  public  works  of 
various  kinds ;  and  the  condition  was  that, 
in  recognition  of  our  entering  into  these  en- 
gagements, the  Natives  would  give  the  Crown 
J  the  right  of  pre-emption.  The  Crown  bought 
'  for  the  public  good,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
^  lands  was  so  bought  exactly  under  the  system 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  introduce  into  this 
!  Bill.  But,  after  a  time,  the  colonists  of  New 
Zealand  engaged  to  give  up  this  right  of  pre- 
emption, which  was  an  extraordinary  boon 
to  the  Natives.    That  had  this  effect :  It  was 


at  once  to  create  a  great  race  of  landowners 
in  the  colony,  probably  some  of  the  largest 
lajidowners  in  the  world,  and  to  tell  them  &at 
the  price  they  could  realize  from  the  sale  of 
their  lands  under  the  advantageous  tfircum- 
stances  of  the  colony  was  to  become  their  pro-* 
perty.  But  I .  do  not  think  the  settlers,  in 
giving  up  the  pre-emptive  right,  at  all  undertook 
to  agree  that  the  Natives  should  dispose  of 
their  lands  exactly  as  they  pleased.  I  think 
it  was  intended  that  it  should  be  considered 
that  the  public  had  a  claim  still  upon  their 
lajids,  to  this  effect :  that  they  should  dictate 
the  places  where  they  were  to  be  sold,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  sale  was  to  take  place, 
so  that  the  public  interests  might  be  {airly  con- 
sidered. Now,  I  apprehend  that,  if  we  gave  over 
to  the  Committees  the  power  of  selling  the 
land  exactly  as  they  liked,  they  might  possibly 
send  an  agent  to  England,  and  the  whole  of  this 
valuable  land  mighL  bo  sold  in  the  markets  of 
England  to  large  speculators  and  to  persons 
there,  a>nd  the  settlers  might  be  deprived  of  a 
valuable  right — that  is,  the  right  of  purchasing 
this  land  in  New  Zealand ;  and  I  think  we 
should  place  a  restriction  on  that  kind  of  sale. 
I  think,  also,  we  have  the  right  to  reserve  to 
the  public  power  to  dictate  the  size  in  which 
the  blocks  of  Native  land  are  to  be  offered  to 
the  public  in  this  country,  and  the  conditions 
imder  which  they  are  to  be  sold.  Therefore 
I  shall  be  sorry  to  see  a  general  principle 
adopted  by  which  the  Committees  would  have 
the  absolute  power  of  selling  the  lands  when 
and  how  they  please.  I  believe  they  might 
suffer  great  wrongs  under  such  a  system,  and 
the  settlers  also.  But,  \shilst  I  go  as  far  as  I 
have  gone,  I  think  the  land,  if  the  Crown  is 
the  purchaser,  must  be  purchased  by  the  Crown 
in  the  manner  in  which  the  ijegislative  Council 
says  it  should  be  purchased ;  and  we  are  doing 
no  wrong  whatever  in  reverting  to  that  system. 
We  have  a  perfect  right  to  revert  to  a  system 
which  the  Crown  followed  for  years,  and  which 
takes  from  the  Crown,  I  believe,  no  power 
what^er.  I  cannot  agree,  therefore,  with  the 
objection  in  that  respect.  Then,  on  the  other 
point,  as  to  the  incapacity  ^of  the  Natives  for 
dealing  with  the  Government.  Years  ago,  when 
they  were  not  so  advanced  as  they  now  are, 
they  showed  a  perfect  capacity  for  doing  that, 
and  I  think  they  are  perfectly  capable  of  doing 
so  at  this  moment.  1  leave  the  nmtter  to  the 
House.  I  do  not  think  we  should  agree  to 
objections  which  I  believe  are  baseless :  that  is, 
they  have  no  true  foundation  to  rest  upon. 

Mr.  TE  AO.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to  speak 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  I  wish  to  refer  to 
what  the  Premier  has  stated.  He  has  stated 
that  the  Government  will  not  agree  to  the 
amendments.  One  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  other  House  is  identical  with  an 
amendment  which  I  proposed  to  add  to  the 
Bill  before  ,it  passed  this  House.  But  now, 
seeing  that  *the  Government  will  not  consent 
to  the  amendments  which  have  been  made  by 
the  Upper  House,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
Government  wish  to  take  the  land  away  from 
Uie  Natives,  because  th^se  amendments  appear 
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to  be  in  the  direction  of  fbnding  out  the  proper 
owners  of  the  soil.  After  the  Committee  has 
decided  who  are  the  proper  owners  of  the  soil, 
then  they  would  have  power  to  sell  the  land. 
The  QDvemment  will  not  be  in  a  position  to 
have  knowledge  as  to  who  are  the  owners  of  the 
land  and  who  are  not.  I  think  the  Native 
Committee  is  most  fitted  to  decide  who  are  the 
owners  of  the  land,  because  the  Europeans 
have  not  the  knowledge  of  Maori  customs 
which  the  Native  Committees  have.  All  that 
European^  know  about  is  the  money.  Some  of 
the  Natives,  whose  talk  may  be  very  good,  may 
be  only  small  owners  of  the  land.  I  think  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Upper  House  are 
correct  and  good  ones.  I  think  the  ownership 
of  the  land  should  be  decided  by  the  Native 
Committees.  This  would  not  taJce  awav  the 
authority  from  the  Qovemmexit  at  all ;  bi^t  it 
is  a  new  experiment.  Another  reason  is,  that 
this  land  is  common  land.  It  has  not  passed 
the  Court.  Therefore  I  think  the  Committees 
should  deal  with  it,  and  the  Committees  could 
then  hand  the  land  over  to  the  Government.  I 
do  not  think  the  Government  should  stand  in 
the  way  of  Committees  administering  the  land. 
This  House  has  already  given  authority  to  Na- 
tive Committees  in  the  year  1888.  This  House 
passed  the  Native  Committees  Act  in  1883. 
Now,  I  have  heard  the  Premier  state  that  he 
will  not  consent  to  give  that  power  to  the  Na- 
tive Committees.  Why,  then,  was  the  power 
given  to  them  last  year,  and  why  should  it  be 
taken  from  them  now  7  We  are  all  called  upon 
to  speak  on  this  subject.    • 

^Ir.  PERE. — My  sincere  desire  is  that  the 
Government  should  accept  the  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Upper  House.  I  believe  that  great 
good  will  result  if  this  is  done.  It  will  result 
'  in  the  speedy  settlement  of  the  land.  If  these 
amendments  are  not  agreed  to,  then  trouble 
will  arise,  and  the  settlement  of  the  land  will 
not  be  agreed  to  speedily.  I  make  a  projshecy 
now  that,  imless  these  amendments  are  agreed 
to,  nothing  will  be  done  with  regard  to  that 
land  during  this  year.  The  Premier  has  Stated 
to  the  House  that  he  will  not  agree  to  Na- 
tives having  the  carrying-out  of  the  sales  and 
leases  of  the  land,  and  the  result  will  be  that 
the  Natives  wUl  think  that  this  Government 
intend  to  do  wrong  to  them. 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  PEI^E.  —  But  why,  then,  should  they 
desire  to  take  away  these  Native  Committees  ? 
Are  they  afraid  to  trust  the  Native  people  ?  I 
think  the  Government  should  have  some  con- 
sideration and  give  way  in  this  matter.  If  the 
Government  and  the  Natives  jointly  act,  then 
great  benefits  will  result,  because  this  law  pre- 
vents outsiders  from  dealing  with  the  leind. 
Seeing  that  outsiders  are  debarred  from  dealing 
with  the  land,  what  have  the  Government  to 
fear?  All  the  Native  members  stated  in  this 
House  that  the  administration  pf  the  land 
should  rest  with  the  Government  and  with  the 
Native  Committees,  but  the  Government  must 
not  buy  the  land  from  or  deal  with  individuals. 
There  are  two  evils  which  result  from  dealing 
TTith  single  individuals.  One  trouble  is  felt  by 
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the.  Natives,  and  the  other  evil  is  felt  by  the- 
Government.  If  the  Government  should  pay 
any  money  to  individuals,  and  the  Court  should 
subsequently  find  that  they  are  not  owners, 
then  that  money  is  lost ;  and  the  Government' 
will  be  very  liable  to  pay  money  to  those  who 
are  not  the  owners  of  the  land :  they  will  be 
influenced  by  statements  which  people  make 
that  they  are  owners.  Suoh  a  proceeding  as- 
this  will  bring  trouble  upon  the  land  and  upon 
the  owners  of  the  land.  The  Government  ought- 
not  to  be  afraid  that  the  Natives  will  sell  th& 
land  to  outsiders,  because  they  are  restricted 
by  this  Bill  from  doing  so.  I  think  that,  if  the 
administration  of  the  land  is  left  to  the  Go- 
vemjnent  and  to  the  Committees,  then  all  the 
proceedings  will  be  aboveboard ;  they  vnll  not 
be  like  the  negotiations  and  the  dealings  with 
the  lands  in  times  past.  The  evil  doings  of  the 
Europeans  in  the  past  have  stopped ;  but  now 
the  door  is  being  opened  for  such  proceedings 
to  be  carried  on  again  by  the  Government.  I 
think  that  the  Government  and  the  Natives 
jointly  should  deal  with  the  land.  We,  the 
Natives,  do  not  think  that  the  people  who  give 
the  largest  price  for  the  land  should  alone  deal 
with  the  lands.  Europeans  will  not  give  their 
lands  for  6d.  an  acre — ^not  for  £2,  or  £3,  or 
£10  an  acre.  But,  because  you  deem  the 
Maoris  a  very  simple  people,  you  offer  them 
only  6d.  an  acre  for  their  land.  But,  now 
that  the  Natives  are  becoming  aware  of  the 
facts  of  the  case,  X  think  they  should  legis- 
late upon  their  lands.  You  wish  to  nmke  a- 
railway,  and  the  line  has  been  agreed  to  by 
the  Natives.  If  the  Gbvemment  wish  to  pur- 
chase portions  of  land  along  the  line  of  rail- 
way, then  they  should  go  to  the  Native  Com- 
mittee and  make  terms  with  them.  If  the 
Government  wish  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
Natives,  they  should  do  so,  so  that  prosperity 
may  come  to  the  Natives;  so  that  the  land 
may  be  obtained  by  Europeans ;  so  that  the 
land  may  be  covered  with,  settlers,  and  the 
Government  derive  great  benefit.  If  this  takea 
place,  then  great  benefit  will  result  to  the 
colony,  because  there  will  be  many  people  to 
pay  the  taxes,  and  the  Government  will  derive 
the  benefit.  If  all  the  Native  lands  are  occu- 
pied, then  the  Government  -Mil  derive  the 
benefit.  The  Goverpment  should  not  force  the 
Natives  to  sell  their  land  for  only  6d.  an  acre, 
because,  if  the  Government  obtain  possession 
of  the  land,  they  will  sell  it  at  £1,  £2,  or  £3  an 
acre — for  more,  probably.  Considering  that 
the  Natives  have  lost  nearly  the  whole  of  their 
lands,  I  think  the  Government  should  take  care, 
of  what  is  left  for  them.  No  doubt  the  Natives 
will  meet  the  Government  half-way,  as  it  were* 
and  allow  them  to  have  the  portion  of  land 
they  desire  to  acquire.  The  Natives  will  be 
very  glad  to  meet  the  Government  in  a  pro- 
per spirit,  and  make  satisfactory  arrangements. 
I  believe,  if  the  Government  continue  in  their 
present  course,  that  it  must  be  their  desire  to 
stop  settlement  altogether  on  that  land ;  and 
also  it  must  be  their  desire,  I  think,  to  cause 
trouble.  And,  thirdly,  I  think  that  their  de- 
sire must  be  to  murder  the  Natives.    I  think 
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tiiAt  only  giving  a  small  payment  foi  the 
land — I  thmk  that  amounts  to  murder:  it  is 
tantamount  to  killing  people.  Wahanui  spoke 
in  tills  House  and  showed  what  he  wanted,  and 
one  honourable  member  of  this  House  proposed 
the  amendment  of  the  Bill ;  and  that  JBiU  was 
hurried  through  the  House  and  passed  that 
Bight.  I  will  now  refer  to  what  has  been  said 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East. 
That  honourable  member  said  that  he  would 
not  consent  to  the  Gonmiittees  selling  the  land 
in  England.  The  Native  people  will  not  sell 
the  land  in  large  blocks.  I  hope  the  present  Go- 
vernment will  have  the  land  surveyed  in  small 
blocks,  and  sold,  but  not  in  large  portions.  Let 
it  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  By  that  means 
])eople  will  be  brought  from  England  to  settle 
upon  the  lands.  I  think  it  is  wrong  to  allow 
gmgle  individuals  to  purchase  twenty  or  thirty 
thousand  acres.  That  system  prevents  settle- 
ment of  the  land  and  of  the  colony,  and  the 
Qaeen  does  not  derive  a  proportionate  amount 
d  benefit  from  the  land.  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment should  consider  that  the  Committees — 
the  Native  Committees — are  the  proper  people 
to  administer  the  land.  And,  speaking  on  this 
matter  a  few  days  since,  I  then  said  that  the 
Native  lands  should  all  be  adjudicated  upon. 
I  said  that  a  Native  Conmiittee  should  be 
appointed  to  deal  with  evezy  block — a  sepa- 
late  Committee  for  each  block.  These  Com- 
mittees should  be  elected  from  the  owners. 
The  GoYemor  and  the  Natives  should  appoint  a 
Board  to  manage  these  lands.  I  think  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  the  friends  of  the  Natives 
and  help  them  to  deal  with  the  land.  Why 
should  the  dealing  with  the  land  be  taken  to 
England?  Perhaps  the  proposal  to  take  the 
dealing  with  the  land  is  to  prevent  the  Natives 
knowing  what  price  is  paid  for  it.  My  desire  in 
coming  into  tms  House  was  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  assist  the  Natives,  because  the 
Natives  are  now  only  a  renmant  that  has  been 
spared  from  the  action  of  former  laws  and 
Govermnents.  And  now  this  House  is  going  to 
murder  the  Natives  ;  but  the  Upper  House  has 
evinced  some  consideration  for  them.  I  entirely 
approve  of  the  action  of  that  Chamber.  I  now 
b«g  that  the  Premier  and  the  Native  Minister 
will  assent  to  the  amendments,  and  not  return 
the  Bill  to  the  Upper  House.  In  my  opinion 
this  matter  should  not  be  sent  to  a  division.  I 
have  stated  before  now  that  this  is  the  reason 
why  bad  laws  will  be  made  in  the  future: 
There  are  only  four  of  us  Maoris  in  this  House ; 
and  the  Gx>vemment  should  pay  some  attention 
to  the  prayer  of  the  Natives  who  are  constantly 
ooming  to  this  House  and  asking  for  just  laws. 
It  is  stated  in  the  Governor's  Speech  that  it  was 
proposed  that  the  Government  and  the  Natives 
jointly  should  devise  some  law  to  administer 
Native  affairs ;  and,  if  the  amendments  of  the 
Upper  House  are  not  accepted,  then  I  shall 
believe  that  there  was  no  truth  in  that  state- 
ment in  the  Governor's  Speech.  The  Native 
Minister  assured  this  House  that  he  would  act 
conjointly  with  the  Natives.  I  think  he  is  de- 
parting from  that  statement,  for  if  he  intended 
to  keep  his  wovl  in  that  respect  he  would  agree 
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to  these  amendments.  The  Government  have 
by  this  Bill  stopped  the  dealing  of  private  indi- 
vidilleils  with  the  land;  and  whom  have  they 
now  to  fear  ?  Look  at  my  district ;  look  at  the 
state  of  it  in  1869.  On  that  ocOasion  the  Go- 
vernment said  to  the  Natives,  "  Give  us  your 
land,  and  we  will  take  care  of  it ;  the  Queen 
will  take  care  of  your  land,  lest  the  Europeans 
get  hold  of  it.'*  After  that,  the  Laoid  Court  was 
sent  into  the  district.  The  lands  were  passed 
through  the  Court,  and  were  awarded  to  the 
owners;  but  in  1872  it  was  found  that  the 
law  under  which  the  land  passed  through  the 
Court  awarded  it  to  the  joint  tenants.  It  was 
then  found  that  the  land  could  not  he  be- 
queathed by  the  people  in  the  grant.  The 
Natives  think  that  the  promise  made  to  them 
about  the  Queen  tckking  care  of  their  land 
was  false,  and  that  the  object  of  that  law  waa 
that  the  land  should  eventually  pass  to  the 
Government.  Under  that  law,  if  all  the  joint 
tenants  died,  the  land  would  revert  to  the 
Crown.  I  hope  the  Government  will  not  take 
advantage  and  make  use  of  laws  like  these  I 
speak  of.  The  Maoris,  in  my  opinion,  will 
meet  the  Government  in  a  proper  spirit,  like 
chiefs,  and  the  railways  will  be  speedily  made. 
The  only  cause  of  delay  in  making  the  railways 
will  be  the  want  of  money.  There  will  be  no 
delay  on  the  part  of  the  Natives.  It  has  been, 
said  that  the  Natives  derive  benefit,  and  not  the 
Government.  I  think  that  statement  is  wrong. 
If  the  people  are  afraid  of  the  Natives  bene- 
fiting by  the  railway,  better  not  to  make  the 
railway  at  all.  Leave  the  land  alone.  I  think 
this  sort  of  thing  should  stop.  The  Maoris 
are  not  objecting  to  pajring  rates,  although  the 
benefit  they  receive  from  the  land  is  very  small. 
Look  at  tne  wharf  at'  Wellington.  That  was 
not  made  by  the  Government ;  it  was  made  by 
the  Natives.  The  land  inshore  was  bought  by 
the  Government,  but  the  place  where  the  whaii 
stands  belonged  to  the  Natives,  and  was  a  pipi- 
•bank  of  theirs.  A  great  deaJ  of  Native  money 
is  being  spent  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 
The  duties  on  the  sale  of  Native  land  go  to  the 
Crown,  and  the  payment  the  Natives  receive 
for  their  land  is  very  small.  The  Europeans 
would  never  part  with  their  land  for  the  small 
consideration  that  the  Natives  have  been  in  the 
habit  of  getting.  Europeans  are  always  casting 
in  the  teeth  of  the  Natives  that  they  are  the 
means  of  increasing  the  value  of  Native  lands ; 
but  I  say  the  Native  lands  have  not  been  im- 
proved by  the  fact  of  Europeans  coming  here. 
The  prosperity  of  the  Natives  depends  upon 
the  present  state  of  their  lands — that  is,  their 
forests.  They  were  in  the  habit  of  deriving 
very  great  benefit  from  their  forest  lands,  from 
the  food  and  the  birds  and  the  rats  that  they 
got  there.  But  the  animals  introduced  by  the 
Europeans  have  destroyed  all  the  rats  and  the 
birds  that  formerly  lived  in  the  forests.  The 
European  rat  has  eaten  up  the  Maori  rat,  and 
only  the  people  now  remain,  and  they  are  now 
being  killed  in  their  turn.  I  think  it  is  quite 
time  that  the  Government  should  now  com- 
mence to  try  and  save  the  Natives.  The 
English  people  who  are  living  in  New  Zealand 
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are  living  in  prosperity.  Do  not  let  the  Go- 
vemment  pay  much  attention  to  the  people 
who  are  hving  in  prosperity,  but  let  them 
rather  look  to  the  sick  and  the  indigent.  Let 
them  heal  the  sick.  If  this  Bill  becomes  law, 
then  the  Natives  will  constantly  be  coming  to 
this  House  with  their  complaints.  I  am  not 
speaking  as  if  I  wished  to  go  down  amongst 
the  Europeans.  I  want  you  to  listen  to  what 
I  have  to  say.  I  want  you  to  listen  to  me 
and  hear  me  taking  farewell  of  my  land,  and 
speaking  of  the  grievances  of  my  people.  This 
House  for  the  last  thirty  years  has  been  passing 
laws  respecting  the  Natives.  It  was  the  Eu- 
ropeans who  advised  the  Natives  first  to  pass 
their  land  through  the  Court  before  selling  it, 
80  that  the  owners  and  the  extent  of  their  claims 
should  be  found  out.  The  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Upper  House  are  very  simple — ^merely 
that  the  Native  Gonmiittees  shall  ascertain 
the  owners,  and  then  it  will  be  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  purchase  the  land  from  those  owners. 
Why  should  this  simple  proposition  be  op- 
posed hy  the  Europeans?  Why  should  the 
Oovemment  have  power  given  them  to  go  and 
buy  land  trom  the  Natives,  seeing  that  the 
Oovemment  are  now  afraid  of  these  Native 
Committees?  The  duty  of  these  Committees 
will  be  to  assemble  the  people  in  one  place,  so 
that  they  may  hear  what  the  proposals  of  the 
Oovemment  are.  I  do  not  believe  I  am  making 
A  false  accusation  when  I  say,  as  I  do  now,  that 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  Government  to  buy  land 
from  the  Natives.  If  the  Government  do  that, 
why  not  allow  private  individuals  to  do  it  also  ? 
— because,  if  that  is  allowed,  the  Natives  will 
get  much  larger  prices  for  their  land.  Let  the 
Government  state  their  prices,  and  the  outside 
Europeans  theirs.  I  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  pay  attention  to  what  Wahanui 
has  said.  He  is  willing  to  meet  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  fair  spirit,  and  the  Government 
should  pay  attention  to  what  he  has  said  in 
this  House.  I  do  not  think  that  honourable 
members  should  laugh  at  me.  I  am  speaking 
because  I  feel  very  deeply  about  this  matter. 
Let  the  Europeans  laugh  within  themselves, 
for  they  have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  doing 
that.  Do  not  let  honourable  members  say,  **  I 
•did  not  laugh;  it  was  somebody  else  who 
laughed."  How  am  I  to  know  whether  you 
■are  laughing  or  not  ?  I  do  not  understand  the 
English  language.  Ikly  great  desire  now  is  that 
A  great  many  evils  shall  not  come  upon  the 
land  and  the  people ;  because  the  work  which 
has  been  done  in  this  House  will  be  known 
hereafter.  That  is  the  effect  of  the  laws  which 
are  now  being  passed  by  this  House.  I  do  not 
think  that  &e  Government  should  pay  any 
lieed  to  the  counsels  of  outsiders.  The  Govern- 
ment should  be  guided  entirely  by  the  Maoris 
in  regard  to  Maori  matters,  and  listen  to  the 
Europeans  on  matters  which  concern  Euro- 
peans. My  coat  that  I  have  on  is  my  own. 
Therefore  I  have  no  hesitation  in  speak- 
ing about  that  coat,  and  I  shall  not  feel 
ashamed  because  of  the  remarks  that  any- 
body makes  about  that  coat.  I  will  not  be 
•deterred  from  making  a  long  speech  by  any- 
Jfr.  Pere 


thing  that  anybody  says.  I  came  here  for  tho 
purpose  of  making  speeches.  If  I  saw  that  the 
Gbvemment  were  willing  to  help  me,  my  mouth 
would  never  be  opened  at  all ;  I  should  never 
get  up  to  speak.  If  the  Government  will  not 
pay  any  attention  to  what  I  am  saying,  I  can- 
not help  that.  I  was  elected  by  my  people 
to  come  here  and  tell  the  grievances  they  azB 
suffering  from,  and  to  ask  this  House  if  they 
will  not  show  us  some  pity.  I  think  that  some- 
thing should  be  done,  because  we  can  plac«  no 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  your  taking  the  au- 
thority. I  did  not  come  to  this  House  for  the 
purpose  of  making  threats  of  what  I  would  do 
if  my  prayers  were  not  granted.  My  object  in 
coming  here  was  to  settle  the  grievances  and 
the  wrongs  from  which  we  are  suffering,  in  the 
hope  that  some  enlightened  person  would  help 
us.  Perhaps  honourable  members  find  fauilt 
with  me  for  the  length  of  my  speech.  I  do  not 
think  that  that  should  be  the  case,  because  the 
Europeans  have  occupied  the  last  three  months 
in  dealing  with  their  own  affairs,  and  all  that 
is  left  for  me  is  to  bid  farewell  to  the  land  and 
the  people.  All  I  have  to  say  is  to  bid  farewell 
to  them,  and  let  them  go.  How  can  I  help  it  ? 
I  am  only  one  among  many  thousands.  If 
any  one  in  this  House  has  any  love  for  the 
Maori  people,  let  him  stand  up  now  and  show 
it.  Do  not  let  it  be  shown  by  saying  Yes  or 
No.  Do  not  let  it  be  settled  in  this  way:  if 
any  plan  is  proposed  by  which  the  Natives  will 
derive  benefit,  to  say  **  No"  to  it.  Is  it  because 
they  are  afraid  of  the  Premier  that  they  all 
call  out  "  No  "  ?  I  think  right  and  justice  is  a 
thing  you  should  consider,  and  truth  and  love. 
That  is  greater  than  all  that  has  been  spoken 
of.  There  is  nothing  greater  than  love.  Per- 
haps you  think  I  have  no  better  subject  to  talk 
about  than  this.  If  I  wished  to  speak  of  other 
subjects  I  should  talk  all  night  upon  them. 
The  Hon.  the  Premier  stated  that  he  will  not 
agree  to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
other  House,  and  I  now  know  the  meaning  of 
those  words  of  his.  The  result  of  those  words 
of  his  will  be  that  the  Natives  will  go  to  the 
place  of  departed  spirits.  Notwithstanding 
that  the  Premier  may  state  that  he  wishes  to 
benefit  the  Maoris,  that  his  great  desire  is  to 
bring  prosperity  to  the  Maoris,  what  proof  have 
we  that  he  is  sincere  ?  If  he  agrees  with  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  other  House,  then 
I  shall  know  that  he  is  sincere,  and  I  will  lie 
down  at  his  feet.  My  desire  is  that  honour- 
able members  should  gather  around  me  and 
assist  me,  and  not  pay  any  attention  to  what 
the  Premier  says.  The  Premier  has  had  his 
way  ;  and  I  think  you  should  help  me  now.  I 
think  Wahanui  will  make  friends  with  the  Pre- 
mier and  the  Native  Minister  if  they  help  him. 
My  love  for  that  chief,  when  he  stood  up  in  this 
House  like  a  slave  as  it  were,  was  very  great ; 
and  in  going  to  the  other  House,  and  in  going 
to  see  the  Ministers  day  after  day,  he  was  in 
the  position  of  a  suppliant.  And  what  is  the 
result  of  those  proceedings?  This  Bill  is 
brought  in  now  to  do  him  a  wrong.  I  hope 
the  Premier  will  not  be  angry  with  what  I  am 
saying.    I  speak  this  way,  beqause  the  Siaons 
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are  only  a  remnant  that  hss  been  left.  The 
balk  of  them  have  been  killed.  The  reason  for 
001  coming  to  this  House  was  that  we  hoped 
to  obtain  relief.  I  am  sure,  if  we  obtain  that 
relief,  the  colony  will  benefit  thereby.  I  do 
nob  think  that  this  House  should  be  afraid  of 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Upper  House. 
It  seems  to  me  that  you  are  afraid  of  its  amend- 
ments. I  take  this  fear  of  yours  as  a  great  com- 
pliment to  ourselves.  It  shows  our  strength.  I 
thought  that  the  power  rested  with  the  Euro- 
peftDS — that  this  was  a  House  where  good  and 
rod  laws  were  made.  But  the  Maori  people 
Aze  not  in  this  position.  They  have  no  House 
wherein  to  make  laws.  But  why  should  you, 
who  are  in  possession  of  this  House,  be  afraid 
of  this  amendment  ?  I  hope  the  Premier  will 
consent  to  this  amendment.  If  he  does  not,  I 
will  talk  all  night.  I  could  talk  for  a  whole 
week.  If  the  Hon.  the  Premier  will  consent 
to  insert  these  amendments,  then  I  '^ill  stop 
speaking.  I  shall  then  have  no  reason  to  call 
for  a  division  upon  this  subject.  I  believe  that 
all  the  members  of  this  House  will  be  guided 
by  what  the  Premier  says,  and,  if  ho  assures 
me  that  he  will  give  way,  then  I  will  stop 
speaking.  I  could  go  on  for  a  week,  repeating 
these  few  simple  words,  "  Agree  to  my  pro- 
posal ;"  and,  if  all  the  honourable  members  go 
away,  leaving  no  one  but  the  Premier  and  my- 
self in  possession  of  this  House,  that  will  not 
matter.  I  shall  not  prevent  any  other  honour- 
able member  having  an  opportuuity  of  speak- 
ing. I  shall  wait  until  the  Premier  agrees  to 
my  wish.  I  now  ask  the  Hon.  the  Premier  if 
he  will  consent  to  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Upper  House.  I  am  waiting  for  a  reply. 
I  ask  the  Hon.  the  Premier  a  second  time  if  he 
will  agree  to  my  wish.  If  the  Hon.  the  Pre- 
mier will  not  agree,  I  will  now  address  myself 
to  the  Hon.  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  I  have  to  apply 
to. him,  because  the  Hon.  the  Native  Minister 
is  not  in  the  House.  I  believe  he  has  gone 
away  in  anger,  because  his  colleagues  will  not 
consent.  I  ask  the  Government  again  if  they 
will  consent.  We  are  all  one  race.  I  do  not 
think  the  Government  should  have  any  hesita- 
tion in  agreeing  to  my  wish.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  older  and  younger  brothers  should 
quarrel.  I  believe  that  I  am  distantly  related 
to  the  Hon.  Sir  Julius  Vogel.  I  believe  I  could 
trace  our  ancestors.  If  the  House  wishes  it, 
I  could  give  our  ancestors.  (The  honourable 
member  here  mentioned  the  names  of  several 
of  his  ancestors.)  I  only  refer  to  our  ancestors 
to  show  that  we  are  all  of  the  one  race.  I  have 
asked  the  Govenmient  again,  and  they  have 
not  answered  it.  I  have  asked  them  to  accept 
the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Upper  House. 
I  only  want  a  reply  in  the  affirmative,  and,  if 
this  is  not  given,  I  will  go  on  talking.  It  is  my 
wish  that  the  Native  Committees  should  have 
the  administering  of  the  lands.  The  first  Com- 
mittees are  now  constituted  to  carry  on  ordi- 
nary, business.  They  con  carry  out  the  wish  of 
the  Government;  but  the  second  Conmiittees 
have  to  deal  with  the.  land  and  ascertain  the 
owners.  We  want  to  find  out  the  causes  of 
the  prosperity  of   the    European  population. 


The  people  here  in  Wellington  have  no  lands, 
and  they  live  in  prosperity.  We  want  to  find 
out  the  causes  of  that  prosperity.  I  want  to 
find  out  where  they  hide  it.  This  knowledge 
the  Europeans  keep  from  the  Natives.  I  be- 
lieve that  this  knowledge  must  be  in  the  Com- 
mittees. That  is  why  the  Government  desire  to 
prevent  us  from  getting  the  Conmiittees.  They 
are  afraid  that,  if  these  Committees  administer 
the  land,  the  land  will  be  cut  up  into  small 
blocks  and  sold  to  the  advantage  of  the  Na- 
tives. I  think  that  these  Committees  contain 
the  secret  of  our  future  success.  That  is  why 
I  ask  the  (rovemment  to  grant  them  to  us. 
If  the  Government  will  consent  to  give  those 
Committees  to  us,  then  I  will  thank  them  very 
sincerely.  Let  this  cause  of  prosperity  be 
given  to  the  Natives  now.  I  will  still  pray  for 
this  benefit  to  be  given  to  us.  Why  should 
I  ask  when  everything  has  been  given  to  me? 
But,  if  these  things  are  held  back,  then  I  ask 
for  them  to  be  given  to  me.  I  have  some  con- 
sideration for  the  Interpreter.  When  he  gets 
tired  out,  I  shall  then  get  the  other  Interpreter 
to  help  me.  When  both  Interpreters  are  ex- 
hausted, then  I  must  get  a  thinl.  I  hope  the 
reporters  will  report  all  I  am  saying.  I  hope 
they  will  not  be  directed  to  leave  out  any  of 
my  statements.  This  is  our  request  to  the 
Government:  To  give  me  what  I  ask  for.  I 
will  content  myself  with  repeating  that  word. 
Why  should  I  go  to  any  distance  to  get  other 
subjects  to  talk  about?  Seeing  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  holding  back,  I  will  continue  to 
ask,  why  should  the  Government  hold  back  ? 
Seeing  tiiat  the  Gnovemment  are  holding  back, 
that  convinces  me  that  our  prosperity  lies  in 
having  granted  to  us  what  I  am  asking  for.  If 
I  get  what  I  want,  then  it  will  be  for  me  to  say 
how  much  land  I  shall  give  the  Government, 
and  how  much  I  shall  keep  to  myself.  Why 
should  the  Government  get  everything,  and  I 
nothing  ?  At  the  present  time  my  love  for  the 
Maoris  is  very  great.  My  love  for  the  Maoris 
is  much  greater  than  my  love  for  my  own. 
mother.  That  is  why  I  think  the  Hon.  the 
Premier  should  show  some  consideration  for 
the  Natives  also.  If  the  Hon.  the  Premier 
has  nothing  to  say  to  me,  I  shall  continue 
to  speak.  If  the  Hon.  the  Premier  will  con- 
sent to  consult  with  his  colleagues  and  de- 
cide what  is  to  be  done,  then  I  will  stop.  I 
am  quite  willing  that  the  Government  should 
have  a  meeting  on  the  subject ;  but  I  hope  they 
will  not  hold  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
fusing my  request.  I  will  not  talk  on  any 
other  subject,  but  will  simply  ask  that  my 
request  be  granted.  I  am  justified  in  making 
that  request,  because  I  am  suffering  from  great 
trouble.  A  sick  person  need  not  be  ashamed 
of  asking  for  relief;  for  what  else  has  he  to  do  ? 
I  again  ask  that  my  question  be  answered.  If 
the  Minister  for  Public  Works  will  say  "  Yes," 
I  shall  be  satisfied  ;  or  if  the  Minister  of  Justice 
will  show  his  love  for  me,  I  shall  be  satisfied.  I 
hope  that  his  love  for  me  will  be  as  tall  as  his 
hat  is.  I  hope  that  he  will  speak  to  me  like 
a  chief,  and  that  he  will  show  some  considera- 
tion for  me,  because  I  am  sick.    The  Govern- 
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ment  is  the  doctor.  If  the  members  of  this 
House  will  show  love  f oi  the  Natives  I  am  saie 
that  the  Native  people  will  have  no  othei  idea 
than  that  eft  wishing  to  act  jointly  with  the 
Government.  I  do  not  like  this  proposition 
that  the  (rovemment  shall  have  power  to  buy 
land  from  the  Natives.  That  is  what  I  object 
to,  and  I  hope  you  will  pay  some  attention  to 
what  has  been  said  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  East.  He  said  that  he  does 
not  object  to  the  amendments  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council.  I  hope  you  vnll  not  curse  me  in 
your  hefiui» ;  but,  li  you  do,  I  cannot  help  it. 
If  the  Government  will  ccmsent  to  my  wish, 
then  I  will  sit  down.  I  hope  ^ou  will  not  com- 
plain of  my  constant  repetitions.  What  is  a 
sick  person  to  do  but-to  repeat  his  request  over 
and  over  again  ?  If  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  were 
near  at  hand,  I  should  go  straight  to  her  and 
ask  for  relief.  I  think  that,  seeing  this  is  a  new 
Government,  their  works  should  be  new,  and  they 
should  not  follow  the  old  work ;  but  it  seems 
that  this  Grovemment  is  following  on  the  foot- 
steps of  a  former  Government.  I  am  not  urging 
for  a  speedy  answer ;  I  can  afford  to  wait.  I 
hope  the  House  and  the  Government  will  show 
me  some  consideration. 

Mr.  MOSS. — ^I  am  quite  sure  the  House  will 
bear  with  the  honourable  gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down.  I  feel  myself  that  he  is  fighting 
for  bare  life.  Any  one  who  has  known  what  the 
transactions  of  the  Government  land  agents, 
practically  the  Grovemment  itself,  have  been, 
in  the  dealings  with  the  Maoris  for  their  land, 
can  readily  understand  the  terror  with  which 
they  find  themselves  handed  over  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  the  Government  and  such  agents  as 
the  Government  may  pick  up  here  and  there 
under  the  Act  which  we  are  now  considering. 
Do  not  let  us  be  deceived  by  any  high-soundiiig 
phrases.  The  Government  do  not  purchase  Na- 
tive laud.  The  Government  employ  all  kinds 
o|  persons  as  agents.  Occasionally  they  may 
|[et  agents  of  a  high  character,  but  very  often 
it  is  just  the  reverse.  I  have  often,  in  this 
House,  had  occasion  to  denounce  various  trans- 
actions by  the  Government  Native  land  agents, 
and  the  Premier  particularly  must  be  aware, 
from  his  knowledge  of  Government  affairs,  that 
many  Government  land  purchases  are  infinitely 
worse  than  ever  were  attempted  by  private  in- 
dividuals, with  this  difference :  that  the  Natives 
have  no  means  of  redress  at  all  when  they  are 
deceived  and  wronged  by  the  Gk>vemment,  but 
if  they  are  wronged  by  private  individuals  they 
have  means  of  redress.  I  am  not  going  to  take 
up  much  time,  because,  although  I  reffard  it  as 
one  of  the  worst  matters  which  we  nave  had 
to  deal  with,  affecting  seriously  the  whole  of 
the  country,  especially  the  North  Island,  still  I 
do  not  suppose  that  ^anything  one  can  say  will 
have  much  effect.  But  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  one  particular  point.  If  I  am 
correctly  informed,  these  alterations  that  have 
been  made  in  the  Bill  in  the  Legislative 
Council  have  been  made  at  the  suggestion  of 
a  Committee  of  the  Council  composed,  to  a 
large  extent,  of  some  of  the  most  eminent 
jnembers  of  the  Legislative  Council,  gentlemen 
Iff.  Pere 


who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
affairs.  Then,  I  should  like  to  trouble  the 
House  with  a  short  extract,  which  will  show 
honourable  members  that  the  teroor  of  the  Nft> 
tives  is  not  altogether  without  foundation* 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  would  point  out  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  not  in  order.  Tb» 
question  before  the  House'  is  not  that  we 
disagree  with  the  amendments  of  the  Legie- 
lative  Council.  That  has  been  carried.  &e 
question  is,  whether  we  shall  adopt  these  rea- 
sons for  a  disagreement. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER.— The  honouiaW* 
member  must  confine  himself  to  dealing  ytiA 
the  reasons  which  have  been  brought  up. 

Mr.  MOBS.— Yes;  I  am  going  to  give  reasons 
why  they  should  not  be  flidopted.  I  presume 
the  Premier  wishes  to  see  justice  done.  He 
does  not  want  to  burke  discussion.  What  I  am 
going  to  quote  is  accessible  to  all  honourable 
members.  It  is  simply  a  short  history  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Ngatirahiri  Tribe  waft 
dealt  with.  My  object  is  to  show  that  the 
Natives  have  justification  for  thoir  being  tem- 
ped at  being  handed  over  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Government.    The  extract  is  as  follows  :— 

*<From  the  commencement  of  the  Wert 
Coast  difficulties  the  Ngatirahiri  Tribe,  with 
the  exception  of  about  twenty  individuals* 
was  always  loyal,  and  even  those  few  who 
joined  the  rebels  returned  to  their  loyalty 
before  Sir  George  Grey*s  condoning  Proclama- 
tion of  1865,  which  restored  them  to  all  their 
rights  as  members  of  the  tribe.  A  number  of 
the  tribe  were  enrolled  xmder  Captain  Good* 
two  lieutenants,  and  an  ensign,  and  employed 
in  the  military  occupation  of  the  Urenui  dis- 
trict." 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER.— That  has  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  question. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  wish  to  justify  the  positioii 
the  Natives  take  up. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER.— You  are  going, 
a  roundabout  way,  I  confess,  to  do  it. 

Mr.  MOSS.— How  a  roundabout  way  ?  I  am 
reading  ab  official  document  showing,  how  the 
Natives  have  been  treated. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER.— It  has  no  bear- 
ing  whatever  upon  the  motion  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  must  bow  to  your  decision, 
Sir,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  should  like  to  caQ 
attention  to  a  matter  of  such  great  importance. 
If  I  am  not  to  have  an  opportunity  of  showing 
reasons  why  the  House  should  not  agree 

The  DEPUTY -SPEAKER.  — You  had  an 
opportunity  at  .a  previous  stage  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  MOSS.— WeU,  I  should  like  to  ask  mem* 
hers  to  read  the  document,  A.-5, 1884,  signed 
by  Sir  William  Fox,  and  relating  to  the  mar- 
vellous wrongs  done  to  a  tribe  of  Natives  on  the 
West  Coast.  I  doubt  whether  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  read  it. 

An  Hon.  Member. — I  say  I  have  read  it. 

Mr.  MOSS.— Then  I  do  not  envy  the  honour- 
able gentleman  if,  having  read  it,  he  can  look 
coolly  on,  and  not  have  a  feeling  of  sympathy 
with  the  honourable  members  in  that  comer 
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of  {he  chamber  who  are  struggling,  as  they  are, 
against  superior  numbers ;  and  I  think  that, 
if  we  had  the  slightest  spark  of  generosity,  we 
^ould  feel  bound  to  accord  to  tOiem  the  fullest 
consideration.  I  took  an  active  part  in  in- 
ducing the  last  speaker  (Mr.  Pere)  to  sit  down, 
and  I  am  only  sorry  that  I  did  not  let  him 
have  his  own  way,  for  I  did  hope  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  helping  him  by  quoting  the 
document  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which 
I  am  debarted  from  reading  by  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  am  sorry,  at  this  time 
<A  night,  to  find  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words. 
The  honourable  member  for  Pamell  asked  for 
our  sympathy,  and  that  the  Natives  should  not 
be  handed  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Are  they  to  be  handed  over  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  agents  ?  To  whom  can  they 
be  better  handed  over  than  to  the  Government? 
The  Government  are  the  proper  parties  to  deal 
with  Native  lands — not  the  agents.  I,  for  one, 
admit  that  the  four  MsLori  members  of  this 
House  are  the  most  intelligent  of  their  race 
that  have  ever  sat  in  this  Chamber ;  but  the 
time  for  intimidating  this  House 

Mr.  MOSS. — Is  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
order?  He  is  discussing  the  conduct  of  the 
Native  members. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— I  have  not  done  so  yet. 
The  intimidation  they  hold  out  about  the  wars 
going  to  *take  place,  and  the  troubles  coming 
over  us,  should  not  have  been  attempted.  I 
think  the  whole  thing  has  been  got  up  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  little  capital  out  of  it,  and 
I  am  not  ashamed  or  afraid  to  say  so.  The  Go- 
vernment are  the  proper  persons  to  take  charge 
of  Native  lands,  and  in  their  hands  the  Natives 
will  be  far  more  honestly  dealt  with. 

Mr.  MOSS. — Sir,  you  called  me  to  order  when 
I  was  showing  that  the  Government  were  not 
the  proper  persons ;  but  now  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  showing  they  are  the  proper  per- 
sons. If  it  is  right  he  should  do  that,  surely  it 
is  my  privilege  to  show,  by  undoubted  facts  in 
history,  that  they  are  not  the  proper  persons. 

Mr.  HAKUENE.  — I  will  not  detain  the 
House  long  with  the  remarks  I  wish  to  make. 
I  had  thought  .that  this  matter  was  past 
and  done  with.  %ut  this  discussion  has  been 
brought  up  again ;  therefore  I  wish  to  say  some- 
ihinft  on  the  subject.  I  hope  the  Government 
and  nonourable  members  will  show  great  con- 
fiideration  for  the  Native  members.  Now,  these 
llatives  from  Waikato  are  not  associated  with 
u.  They  hold  a  different  position.  They  have 
occupied  different  positions  in  times  past,  and 
now  they  have  come  out  of  the  darkness.  I  am 
alluding  to  the  part  they  took  during  the  rebel- 
lion; and  now  they  are  coming  back  like  the 
prodigal  son.  I  compare  these  Natives  to  the 
son  who  came  back  from  distant  lands  to  see 
his  parents.  But  the  parent  did  not  show  any 
eonsideration  or  love  towards  his  first-bom. 
He  showed  his  love,  not  to  his  dutiful  first- 
bom  child,  but  to  his  undutiful  son.  He 
clothed  him  in  fine  garments,  and  killed  the 
fatted  calf  for  him.  Well,  I  think  we  should 
treat  Wahanui  in  that  spirit.    He  has  come 


out  of  the  darkness.  He  brought  his  grievances 
to  us,  and  asked  for  redress.  Last  year  this 
House  passed  a  measure  giving  certain  powers 
to  Native  Committees.  Those  powers  were  not 
given  to  Conamittees  by  the  act  of  any  outside 
people,  but  by  this  House.  Now,  the  Native 
members  in  this  House  do  not  know  there  are 
any  Native  Conunittees  behind  us  other  than 
those  already  appointed.  But,  according  to  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Upper  House,  it 
appears  that  there  are  to  be  Native  Commit- 
tees other  than  those  of  the  Maoris  interested. 
Therefore  we  consent  to  that.  I  quite  ap- 
prove of  preventing  outside  Europeans  from 
having  any  dealings  with  the  Native  lands, 
but  I  do  think  it  is  only  right  that  the  Na- 
tive Committees  should  assist  the  Government 
in  dealing  vnth  the  land.  I  think  that  there 
should  be  Committees  to  assist  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  this  is  all  \^e  more  neces- 
sary, because  the  proposal  to  make  the  railway 
comes  from  the  Govenmient,  and  the  Natives, 
of  course,  are  the  owners  of  the  land.  If  the 
land  belonged  to  the  Europeans  it  would  be  a 
difierent  thing.  I  have  no  desire  whatever 
to  oppose  the  Government,  or  to  take  away  any 
authority  from  the  Government.  All  I  ask  is 
that  the  Government  and  the  Natives  generally 
should  manage  e^airs  relating  to  the  Maon 
land.  If  the  Government  take  all  the  power 
themselves,  and  give  the  Natives  none,  then  the 
Natives  will  be  Very  suspicious.  If  the  Govern- 
ment had  all  the  power  in  their  hands  they 
might  be  arbitrary,  l^ey  would  say  to  the 
owners,  "We  want  this  particular  piece  of 
land :  go  you  elsewhere."  I  believe,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  if  the  whole  power  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Native  Committees  there 
would  be  abuses  of  that  power  also.  It  might 
be  that  there  would  be  trouble  between  the 
persons  employed  to  make  the  redlway  and  the 
Native  Committees.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  Government  and  the  Natives 
generally  to  carry  out  all  the  arrangements. 
If  mistakes  were  made  or  troubles  e^rose  these 
troubles  could  be  brought  to  the  House  during 
next  session.    This  is  aJl  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Sir,  I  extremely  regret  that 
the  Native  members  should  have  allowed  them- 
selves to  be  led  away  by  somebody  to  make 
the  speeches  they  have  made  to-night,  and  to 
block  the  business  to  no  good  end  to  their 
constituents  or  to  the  country.  The  question 
was  not  one  of  agreeing  or  disagreeing  with 
the  amendments.  It  was  simply  whether  the 
reasons  were  proper  reasons  for  submitting  to 
another  body.  If  this  Bill  passed  in  its  pre- 
sent shape,  the  whole  business  of  the  North 
Island  Trunk  Railway  would  be  stopped,  and 
it  would  have  to  go  to  England  for  the  Queen's 
assent.  It  was  simply  to  make  the  Bill  work- 
able, and  to  stop  private  dealings  in  Maori 
land.  No  private  dealings  could  then  be 
prevented,  and  the  very  thing  that  Walianui 
and  the  Natives  asked  to  be  carried  out  could 
not  be  done.  By  the  obstructive  course  they 
are  taking  they  are  doing  the  very  opposite 
to  what  thev  say  they  desire.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  tLey  themselves  would  liave  done 
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this ;  and  I  do  not  blame  them.  They  have 
been  put  up  to  this  by  some  person.  And 
they  have  also  done  this :  They  have,  by  talk- 
ing beyond  half-past  twelve,  succeeded  in  pre- 
venting us  getting  the  Federation  resolutions 
considered,  and  perhaps  in  delaying  the  pro- 
rogation of  the  House  till  next  week.  Sir,  I 
hope  that  they  wiU  see  that  it  is  not  for  their 
advantage  to  take  such  a  course  as  that.  They 
ought  not  to  attempt  to  threaten  the  Govern- 
ment in  tiie  way  they  did,  that  they  would  talk 
on  unless  an  answer  was  g^ven  favourable  to 
them.  The  honourable  member  for  the  Eastern 
Maori  District  did  not  know  what  he  was  talk- 
ing about,  or  the  nature  of  the  amendment.  I 
counsel  him — and  hope  he  will  take  it  kindly — 
that,  before  he  again  ventures  to  talk  as  he  did 
to-night,  he  should  ask  some  members  in  whom 
he  can  trust  to  make  him  acquainted  with 
what  is  before  the  House.  If  he  had  done  that 
I  am  sure  he  ^ould  not  have  talked  as  he 
has  done  to-night.  I  shall  not  say  more,  but 
again  repeat  that  those  opposing  the  motion 
were  doing  the  veiry  worst  thing  they  possibly 
could  for  the  Native  race.  Surely  it  is  not 
to  the  interest  of  the  Native  race  that  there 
should  be  private  dealings  for  their  land.  Yet, 
by  the  House  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  the  House  would  not 
stop  private  dealings  with  land ;  and  I  do  not 
think  the  honourable  member  for  Pamell  saw 
what  Uie  amendments  were,  or  he  would  not 
have  taken  the  course  he  did. 

Mr.  MOSS. — ^AUow  me  to  state,  in  personal 
explanation,  that  I  had  no  wish  whatever  to 
argue  upon  the  Bill.  I  merely  rose  to  show 
how  excusable  is  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
wrong  course  taken  by  the  honourable  member 
(Mr.  Te  Ao) .  I  thought  he  made  a  great  mistake. 
I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the  honour- 
able gentleman ;  I  have  hardly  spoken  a  dozen 
words  to  him;  but  I  felt  for  mm  and  sym- 
pathized with  him,  and  I  got  up  to  try  and 
excuse  the  course  he  had  taken.  That  was 
my  object,  and  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  I  was 
stopped  from  saying  what  I  intended  to  say, 
because  what  I  had  to  say  was  in  the  direction 
of  excusing  the  honourable  member. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — Yes  ;  for  taking  the  wrong 
course. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  a.m. 


LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Saturday,  8th  November,  1884. 


Westland  Ednoation  District  Subdivision  Bill  — 
Native  Land  Alienation  Bestriction  Bill  — Go- 
vernment Policy  Measures— Greymouth  Harbour 
Board  Bill  (No.  2)— Hokitdka  Steam-Tug  BUI  — 
Appropriation  Bill  —  Immigration  and  Public 
Works  Appropriation  Bill. 

The  Hon.  the  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at 
lialf -past  twelve  o'clock. 

P&AYEBS. 

Mr.  Stout 


WESTLAND  EDUCATION  DISTRICT 
SUBDIVISION  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Wilson  brought  up  the  fol- 
lowing report  from  the  Free  Conference  on  the 
Westland  Education  District  Subdivision  Bill: 

**The  Conference  of  the  Managers  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  following :  (1.)  That  the 
two  districts  be  subdivided  as  in  the  Bill  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives.  (2.)  That  a 
Board  of  seven  members  be  appointed  for  the 
Westland  District,  three  of  the  members  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor.  (3.)  That  a  Com- 
missioner or  Commissioners  be  appointed  as 
the  Board  of  the  Grey  Education  District.  (4.) 
That  the  Act  only  remain  in  force,  save  as  to 
clause  2,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Parliament." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON  moved,  That  the  re- 
port be  agreed  to. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

NATIVE   LAND   ALIENATION   RESTRIC- 
TION BILL. 

The  Council  considered  the  following  reasons 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  disagreeing 
with  the  amendments  of  the  Council  in  the 
Native  Land  Alienation  Restriction  Bill ; — 

"  That  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  purchase 
land  from  a  subject  cannot  be  restricted  except 
by  a  specific  Act,  which  must  be  reserved  for 
Her  Majesty's  consent.  That  the  HBstriction 
proposed  is  not  justified  by  experience.  That, 
if  any  restriction  is  called  for,  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  Native  Conmiitteeg 
have  yet  attained  the  position  which  .would 
justify  the  Legislature  in  placing  them  as 
arbiters  between  the  owners  of  land  and  the 
representatives  of  the  Crown." 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— I  move, 
That  the  Council  doth  not  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments. With  regard  to  the  first  reason  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  I  think  it  is 
perfectly  clear  that  this  Bill,  as  amended  by 
the  Coimcil,  would  have  to  be  reserved  foe 
the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty,  as  a  specific  Act 
The  whole  scope  and  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  prevent  the  alienation  of  land  by  the  Na- 
tives within  the  territory  tluough  which  the 
proposed  railway  will  pass,  ^s  to  the  amend- 
ment regarding  Native  Conmiittees,  I  confea 
that  at  the  time  it  was  made  its  importance 
did  not  strike  me.  But'  I  find  that  these 
Native  Committees  have  not  worked  up  to 
the  present.  No  one  knows  anything  about 
their  working— no  one  knows  what  their  noa- 
tion  may  be — ^no  one,  in  fact,  knows  anything 
about  them.  But  I  understand  a  compromise 
may  be  effected,  in  a  manner  suggested  to  me 
by  my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Wilson,  by  the 
amendment  as  to  Native  Conmiittees  being 
struck  out,  and  a  provision  which  the  ^on. 
Mr.  Wilson  suggests  being  inserted.  I  shall  be 
quite  prepared  to  accept  his  proposal,  if  the 
Council  agrees  not  to  insist  on  its  amendments. 
If  the  Bill  passes  as  it  is,  we  may  probably  not 
be  able  to  effect  the  very  object  tor  which  it 
was  introduced.  I  confess  that,  when  the  Bill 
was  passing  hurriedly  through  Conmiittee,  I 
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did  not  see  the  importance  of  the  amendments 
made ;  but  I  think,  if  we  look  at  the  Constitu- 
tio&  Act,  we  shall  find  that,  in  insisting  on  our 
amendments,  we  shall  probably  be  doing  some- 
thing which  will  endanger  the  whole  object  of 
the  Bill,  which  cannot  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  country.  I  therefore  hope  the  Council  will 
not  insist  on  the  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.  —  I  know 
nothing  whatever  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed compromise,  and  of  course  I  am  not  m  a 
position  to  make  any  observations  in  reference 
to  it.  If  there  is  to  be  a  compromise,  that  com- 
promise is  only  to  be  obtained  in  one  way — that 
u,  by  the  Council  insisting  upon  iU  amend- 
ments, and  the  appointing  of  a  conference 
between  the  two  Houses,  when  the  suggestion 
may  be  considered.  But  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  course  open  to  us  is  to  insist  upon  the 
amendments  made  in  the  Bill,  more  especially 
for  the  reasons  assigned.  Regarding  the  first 
reason — **  That  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  pur- 
chase land  from  the  subject  cannot  be  restricted 
except  by  a  specific  Act,  which  must  be  reserved 
for  Her  Majesty's  consent " — I  should  like.  Sir, 
to  know  upon  what  basis  that  assumption  is 
founded.  We  are,  by  our  legislation,  continu- 
ally limiting  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  buy. 
We  are  continually  indicating  in  what  direc- 
tion they  shall  buy,  and  subject  to  what  pro- 
visions. In  the  Public  Works  Act,  which  is 
not  a  specific  Act,  we  limit  the  power  of  the 
Crown.  We  compel  the  Crown  to  buy  accord- 
ing to  certain  limitations  that  we  have  laid 
down.  That  reason  is  not  one  which,  I  think, 
the  Council  can  entertain  for  a  moment.  The 
second  reason  is,  "That  the  restriction  pro- 
posed is  not  justified  by  experiencp."  Now,  I 
entirely  differ  from  the  reasons  assigned  by  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature.  My  honour- 
able friend  Mr.  Mantell,  who  did  so  much 
I  towards  the  acquisition  of  land  in  the  North 
i  Island,  will,  I  am  sure,  tell  you  that  it  was  in 
{  accord  with  somewhat  such  a  plan  as  this  that 
;  he  proceeded  with  his  negotiations ;  and  I  need 
not  say  that  he  had  less  trouble  in  acquiring  the 
extensive  blocks  of  land  which  were  acquired 
by  him  in  the  other  Island,  and  that  these 
have  been  less  thQ  subject  of  dispute — except  in 
one  respect,  where  one  agreement  was  departed 
from — than  the  purchases  made  in  the  North 
Island ;  and,  as  regards  the  North  Island,  the  old 
plan  used  to  be,  on  the  part  of  the  Grovemment, 
to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  recognized 
leaders  of  the  hapus  who  were  dwelling  upon 
the  land,  and  until  that  system  was  departed 
from  I  believe  there  were  no  serious  disputes 
with  regard  to  land.  In  the  case  of  Waitara 
that  principle  was  departed  from,  and  those 
who  were  in  possession  of  the  land  at  the  time 
were  not  negotiated  with,  and  it  was  admitted 
afte^nrards  that  a  great  mistake  had  been  made 
at  the  time  in  that  respect.  There  were  people 
living  upon  the  land  at  the  time  who  had  de- 
cisive interests  in  the  land,  which  interests  were 
eventually  recognized. 
An  Hon.  Member. — No. 
The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— My 
honourable  friend  is  an  authority  upon  these 


subjects,  but  it  is  undoubted  that  they  were 
living  on  the  land — the  evidence  on  that  point 
was  overpowering — and  eventually  the  claim  of 
those  persons  was  acknowledged.  As  regards 
the  North  Island,  something  like  the  same 
principle  was  observed .  till  lately,  and  great 
dissatisfaction  has  arisen  of  late  years  from  the 
Government  and  others  entering  into  deaJinga 
with  outside  persons,  who  were  not  recognized 
as  having  an  interest  in  the  land,  and  thus 
putting  pressure  on  the  real  Native  owners  wha 
occupied  the  land.  The  principle  laid  down 
in  the  amendment  is  one  very  desirable  of  con-  . 
tinuation,  and  more  especially  in  regard  to  the 
extensive  tract  of  land  included  in  the  district 
defined  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill.  That  dis- 
trict, to  a  ^eat  extent,  is  in  possession  of  the 
Natives  at  the  present  time,  and  there  is  not 
even  now  free  intercourse  throughout  that  dis- 
trict ;  and,  if  we  fail  to  recognize  the  Committee 
which,  under  the  Act  of  last  session,  has  been 
established  in  that  district,  I  think  we  shall 
render  our  negotiations  much  more  diffieult  of 
being  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  and  per- 
haps very  much  complicate  matters.  I  trust 
the  Council  will  insist  upon  its  amendments^ 
and  I  beg  leave  to  move.  That  the  Council  does 
insist  upon  its  amendments. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  put  the  amendment.  I  will'  put  the 
question  in  the  affirmative.  The  question  is^ 
That  this  Coimcil  does  insist  upon  its  amend- 
ments. 

The  Hon.  Dr.  POLLEN.— Sir,  I  wish  to  say 
that  the  object  of  the  .Committee  in  makinst 
the  recommendations  which  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Council  in  this  BiU  was  not  to  impose 
any  restrictions  upon  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
Committee,  and  upon  consideration  I  am  sure 
it  may  be  made  to  appear  to  the  Council  that 
the  amendments  which  the  Committee  recom- 
mended to  be  made  in  the  Bill  would  absolutely 
tend,  to  promote  the  object  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  in  view,  the  acquiring  of  lands  within 
this  district.  We  are  all  agreed  that,  when 
a  work  of  the  magnitude  of  the  North  Island 
Railway  is  about  to  be  made,  the  action  of  all 
ot^er  persons  excepting  the  Government  should 
be  prevented  in  that  district ;  that  no  person^ 
in  the  first  inst&nco,  at  any  rate,  until  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  dealing  with  the 
land  had  been  matured,  should  be  authorized 
to  deal  with  the  land  within  the  prescribed 
district.  But,  Sir,  the  feeling  of  the  Natives  ia 
becoming  so  strong  and  so  general  with  respect 
to  the  mode  of  dealing  witi^  their  land  that  it 
would  be  prudent  of  the  Government  to  con- 
sent to  recognize  the  fact.  The  power  which» 
under  the  authority  of  the  law  as  it  exists^ 
individual  Natives  have  to  dispose  of  an  indefi- 
nite share  of  any  property  has  produced  evils 
that  I  need  not  now  stop  to  describe.  The  feel- 
ing of  the  Natives  is  positive  and  strong  that» 
somehow  or  other,  the  continuance  of  this  sys- 
tem must  be  stopped.  We  have  heard  of  land 
leagues  in  the  colony  before  now,  and,  although 
the  consequences  of  such  a  league  may  not  be 
of  the  magnitude  they  assumed  on  a  former 
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occasion,  yet  we  must  recognize  that  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  Natives  have  still  the  facility 
for  combination  sufficiently  strong  amongst 
them  to  form  another  land  league  which  would 
absolutely  stop  the  Government  from  getting 
an  acre  of  land  within  the  prescribed  limits. 
So  far  as  we  understand,  the  Natives  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  district  are  not  at  all  un- 
willing to  deal  with  the  Government  for  the 
land  required  for  this  railway,  and  we  have  it 
upon  the  authority  of  the  leading  chief  of  the 
Ngatimaniapoto  that,  if  the  views  of  that  tribe, 
of  the  large  section  of  Native  people  he  repre- 
sents, are  accepted  in  this  simple  matter  of 
allowing  them  a  voice  in  the  management  of 
their  own  affairs,  in  the  northern  district  at 
least  the  Government  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
acquiring  the  land  they  require.  But  if  the 
Government  set  themselves,  at  this  particular 
time,  obstinately  to  ignore  the  views  and  de- 
sires of  these  people,  then  a  land  league  will 
be  formed  in  the  whole  district,  and  they  will 
get  no  land  at  all ;  and,  if  the  railway  has  to  go 
through — and  it  will  have  to  do  so — it  seems  to 
me  that  it  will  have  to  be  pushed  through  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  and  that  is  a  contin- 
gency which,  I  am  sure,  no  one  would  like. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FRASEK.— I  heard  what 
has  been  said  by  Mr.  Pere  about  his  amend- 
ments. I  had  a  talk  for  over  aa  hour  with 
him,  and  I  told  him  that  I  could  not  possibly 
agree  with  him,  and  that  I  should  like  to  see 
the  Government  have  entire  control  of  the  pur- 
chase of  Native  land.  The  Native  member  in 
another  place  has  found  out  his  mistake  now, 
I  believe,  in  endeavouring  to  force  these  amend- 
ments, and  I  understand  that  he  has  come 
quite  round  in  the  other  direction.  Something 
has  been  said  of  the  purchase  of  the  land  in 
the  Middle  Island ;  but  the  honourable  member 
was  evidently  not  aware  that,  in  purchasing  a 
large  portion  of  that  Island,  the  Government 
came  under  certain  obligations,  and  those  obli- 
gations they  have  always  avoided  carrying  out 
np  to  the  present  day ;  and  they  will  not  even 
allow  the  Natives  to  go  into  the  Supreme  Court, 
or  it  would  be  found  that  their  obligations  mean 
not  hundreds  of  thousands,  but  millions  of 
money.  That  is  what  the  land  was  purchased 
for.  We  had  no  opportunity  of  getting  land 
for  an  old  musket.  The  land  in  Canterbury 
was  paid  £2  an  acre  for  to  the  Government, 
and  we  paid  £1  an  acre  for  it  in  Otago.  I 
trust  the  good  sense  of  the  Council  will  lead  it 
to  adopt  the  proposition  that  comes  from  the 
Government — that  we  do  not  insist  upon  our 
amendments.  I  think  that  is  the  wisest  plan 
to  adopt.  Next  session,  if  it  is  requisite  to  make 
a  change,  we  can  do  so ;  but  in  the  meantime 
I  do  trust  the  Council,  whose  only  wish,  I  am 
sure,  is  to  do  what  is  just  and  right  ajid  proper, 
will  not  insist  upon  its  amendments. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.—I  do  not 
wonder  that  a  good  deal  of  agitation  has  been 
felt  within  the  walls  of  this  building  during 
the  last  few  weeks,  for' no  doubt  there  has  been 
a  system  going  on  enough  to  alarm  any  legis- 
lative body  —  a  system  of  lobbying  and  of 
button -holing  quite  unprecedented  even  in 
Eon.  Dr.  Pollen 


this  Assembly.  I  hope  the  Council  will  not 
allow  itself  to  be  put  off  the  scent  in  this  maA- 
ter  by  references  to  Mr.  Pere  or  to  any  other 
person  whatever.  What  we  have  to  do  is  to 
consider  the  effect  of  these  resolutions,  not  who 
in  any  other  pla.ce  likes  them ;  and  I  hombly 
venture  to  express  the  opinion  that  we  shall 
be  doing  the  best  work  possible  for  canying  out 
the  object  of  this  Bill  —  that  is,  for  canymfr 
the  railway  through  this  tract  of  land,  and 
obtaining  some  reasonable  concessions  of  land 
towards  the  maintenance  of  it — by  organizing 
the  land  title;  and  generally  organizing  the 
population  of  the  district  by  these  amend- 
ments will  very  clearly  assist  in  that  way. 
Whoever  may  want  confidence  in  a  land  com- 
pany here  or  there,  or  in  its  agents,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  a  frank  mode  of  meeting  the 
Natives  on  the  part  of  the  Government  at  all 
times  inspires  confidence,  and  if,  along  with 
that,  there  is  promptitude  and  exactitude  in 
carrying  out  engagements,  I  venture  to  say  we 
shall  have  no  difficulty  in  connection  with 
making  the  proposed  line.  I  hope  we  shall  be 
allowed  to  confer  with  the  members  of  the 
other  House  upon  this  subject,  and  that  the 
Coimcil  will  not  hastily  undo  what  it  has  done. 
I  have  heard  most  of  what  is  to  be  said  out  of 
doors  on  the  subject,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  it 
has  not  sliaken  me.  Some  gentlemen  whose 
opinions  on  Native  ie^ffairs  I  am  always  bound 
to  look  upon  with  great  deference  have  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  adverse  to  that  of  the  Coun- 
cil ;  but,  after  the  fullest  reflection  I  have  been 
able  to  give  it,  I  find  myself  obliged  to  be  at 
variance  with  them.  I  think  we  should  en- 
deavour to  impress  our  views  on  the  other 
House,  and,  if  we  cannot  get  them  adopted  as 
a  whole,  then  to  arrive  at  some  sort  of  com- 
promise in  the  matter  which  will  really  involve 
in  it  the  essence  of  what  we  wish  to  do. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  McLEAN.— I  do  not  think  it 
is  necessary  now  to  go  into  a  discussion  as  to 
Native  land  purchases  in  the  Middle  Island  or 
the  North  Island,  and  as  to  who  was  right  and 
who  was  wrong  — these  things  must  always 
remain  more  or  less  matters  of  opinion.  I  do 
not  think,  either,  we  need  trouble  our  minds 
about  this  so-called  lobb3ring  we  hear  so  much 
about.  Surely  honourable  members  are  strong- 
minded  enough  to  look  after  themselves,  and  to 
use  their  own  judgment  in  spite  of  anything 
they  may  hear  in  the  lobbies.  I  am  always 
glad  for  men  to  bring  anything  before  me.  I 
tell  them  I  will  look  into  it,  but  I  never  promise 
to  support  their  views.  Surely  one  can  always 
hear  both  sides,  and  agree  to  what  is  right 
The  lobbying  process  does  not  trouble  me  a 
bit,  and  does  not  influence  me  one  way  or  the 
other.  I  hope  the  Coimcil  will  see  its  way  not 
to  insist  on  the  amendments  made  in  the  Bill. 
They  must  have  been  come  to  in  a  very  hj^ed 
manner,  and  without  much  consideration,  be- 
cause I  happened  to  be  out  of  the  chamber  for 
a  few  minutes  talking  to  a  gentleman,  and  in 
that  time  the  whole  thing  was  done.  I  was  cer- 
tainly surprised  to  see  amendments  of  such  a 
serious  character  getting  through  the  Council 
without  a  division,  and  I  should  certainly  havo 
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xecorded  my  vote  against  it  if  there  had  been 
a  division.  I  do  not  believe  the  Gk)venmient 
contemplate  land-purchasing  again.  I,  for  one, 
positively  object  to  it.  First  of  all,  they  are 
not  on  an  eqnality  with  private  purchasers. 
Every  one  stuffs  the  Government  with  all  that 
is  bad,  and  others  get  all  the  good.  That  has 
been  the  history  of  the  Government  land-pur- 
chasing, and  the  money  that  has  been  said  to 
be  spent  on  land-purchases  has  not,  in  many 
oases,  gone  for  that  at  all.  As  I  said  before, 
passing  this  Bill  and  constituting  this  large  re- 
serve will  be  the  means  of  allowing  the  Go- 
vernment to  bring  in  a  satisfactory  Native 
Land  Bill.  They  have  now  got  an  opportunity 
that  has  not  occurred  hitherto.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  not  insist  on  the  amendments.  I 
believe  the  Natives  will  give  their  assistance  to 
the  Government  in  makmg  this  line,  and  they 
ought  to  make  a  concession  of  a  large  block  of 
land  in  consideration  of  the  large  value  the 
2naking  of  the  line  will  give  their  land. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  K.  JOHNSON.— I  hope  the 
Council  will  not  insist  on  the  amendments, 
because  an  understanding  seemed  to  have  been 
arrived  at  between  Wahanui  and  us  that  we 
should  not  interfere  with  the  countiy  within 
this  particular  district,  and  that  we  should 
leave  to  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  the  entire 
control  over  it,  until  such  time  sa  the  Natives 
ask  for  legislation  regarding  it.  Now,  the  in- 
sertion of  these  amendments  has  just  the  effect 
of  forcing H)ne  of  our  Acts,  at  any  rate,  on  their 
district.  If,  indeed,  this  amendment  is  to  be 
acted  on  at  all.  Native  Committees  in  this  dis- 
trict will  hav^  to  be  established  imder  the  Act 
of  1883,  which  has  not  yet  been  done  in  the 
King  cotmtry. 

The  Hon.  Captain  FBASEB.— It  is  a  dead- 
letter. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— They  have 
been  appointed  there,  and  gazetted.  We  have 
that  distinctly  in  evidence  horn  Wahanui  him- 
sell 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  B.  JOHNSON.— Well,  from 
all  the  information  I  can  get,  at  any  rate,  the 
Committees  so  formed  are  not  according  to  the 
ideas  of  the  chiefs  within  that  district.  As 
far  as  I  can  gather,  Wahanui  himself  has  very 
different  ideas  as  to  Committees  from  those 
expressed  by  the  Act  of  1883.  Of  course  we  are 
to  a  certain  extent  in  the  dark  in  this  matter. 
We  can  only  act  on  the  best  information  we 
can  get.  I  must  confess  it  is  a  very  difficult 
subject  to  form  an  opinion  on  in  the  absence 
of  full  information,  and  under  these  circum- 
stcmces  I  feel  that  the  best  plan  is  to  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and 
trust  them  to  act  with  candour  and  decision — 
I  think  those  were  the  terms  used  by  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Bichmond  just  now — as  being  likely  to 
bring  about  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  any 
purchases  that  will  be  required  in  this  particu- 
leur  case. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  NGATATA.— Sir,  I  wish  to  say 
a  few  words  on  the  matter  now  before  the 
Council.  I  received  a  note  from  the  chief 
Wahanui,  explaining  to  me  the  nature  of  the 
amendments  made  in  the  Bill,  and  he  asked 


me  to  support  those  amendments  when  anv 
necessi^  arose  for  doing  so  in  this  Council. 
The  main  reason  he  had  for  saying  so  was  that 
he  wished  the  dealing  with  the  land  to  be  left 
in  his  own  hands ;  and,  when  the  Government 
desire  to  purchase  lands  from  him,  it  should  be 
made  public  to  all  the  Natives  having  an  in- 
terest in  that  part  of  the  district,  and  when 
the  Government  desire  to  make  a  purchase  it 
should  interview  the  tribes  of  that  district,  and 
also  make  the  matter  known  to  Ihe  Committee 
of  the  district.  It  is  not  that  he  desires  to 
retain  permanent  possession  of  that  land,  but  he 
wishes  to  wait  until  the  mode  is  made  clear  by 
which  dealings  can  be  undertaken,  and  then 
will  be  the  time  to  open  such  negotiations.  He 
has  no  fears  about  a  railway  passing  through 
that  district.  They  are  quite  clear  on  that 
point,  and  willing  to  allow  it  so  to  pass ;  but 
what  they  desire  is  that  Native  lands  which 
have  not  been  adjudicated  upon,  or  for  which 
the  title  has  not  been  issued,  should  not  be 
dealt  with  until  some  public  arrangement  has 
been  come  to.  He  also  wishes  that  the  system 
of  advancing  money  to  individual  Natives  should 
be  put  a  stop  to,  and  they  wish  that,  in  all  pur- 
chases in  these  blocks,  there  should  be  only  one 
mode,  and  that  should  be  publicly  made  known 
to  all  those  interested.  These  are  the  wishes  of 
the  Natives,  and  for  that  reason  I  will  support 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Council  in  this 
Bill. 

The  Coimcil  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  amendments  be  insisted  on." 
Ates,  12. 
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Majority  against 

,6. 

GOVEBNMENT  POLICY  MEASUBES. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATEBHOUSE.— I  wish,  Sir, 
to  call  attention  to  a  matter  of  privilege  in 
connection  with  the  reporting  of  the  debates 
of  this  Council.  It  will  be  in  the  remem- 
brance of  the  Council  that  some  time  ago— K>n 
the  27th  of  last  month — ^I  asked  a  question  of 
the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  with  reference 
to  certain  measures  on  which  the  ]^licy  of  the 
Gk>vemment  had  been  announced  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  shape  of  re- 
solutions that  had  been  brought  forward  there. 
I  as^ed.  Sir,  this  question ;  I  received  a  reply ; 
and  I  made  an  observation  based  upon  that 
reply.  When  the  slip  of  Hansard  was  sent  to 
me,  I  noticed  that  my  question  was  correctly 
reported,  and  that  the  observation  I  made, 
based  upon  the  reply  that  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary made,  was  likewise  correctly  reported; 
but  the  reply  itself  was  entirely  dropped  out 
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of  the  report.  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Reporting  Staff  to  the  fact.  He, 
however,  stated  that  no  such  reply  had  been 
made.  I  told  him  that  was  entirely  erroneous ; 
that  every  member  in  the  Council  heard  the 
reply ;  that  no  person  could  have  been  present 
at  the  time  without  hearing  the  reply.  Never- 
theless, he  insisted  upon  adhering  to  the  report 
of  his  staff,  and  the  result  is  that  Hansard 
appears  withojit  its  containing  the  reply  given 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Now,  Sir,  when  I 
called  attention  to  the  resolutions  that  had 
been  laid  before  the  other  bra9ch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  when  I  asked  the  question  in  regard 
to  them,  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  rising 
in  his  place,  in  reply  to  the  question  I  had 
asked,  said  something  to  the  effect — I  cannot 
vouch  for  the  exact  words ;  perhaps  honourable 
gentlemen  he)ce  present  will  find  their  me- 
mories serve  them  better  than  mine  —  but 
he  said  words  to  the  effect  that  he  knew 
nothing  whatever  regarding  those  resolutions. 
And  upon  that  I  based  my  observation  —  "I 
presume,  in  that  case,  the  question  hsa  not 
been  considered  in  the  Cabinet.''  If  there  wa« 
.  a  reply  made  of  that  cha>racter,  my  observa- 
tion was  perfectly  clear ;  but,  if  there  was  no 
reply  made  to  me,  my  observation  is  alto- 
gether incoherent  and  incomprehensible.  I 
should  not  have  taken  notice  of  this  had  the 
whole  affair  dropped  out  of  Hansard :  it  was  of 
an  unimportant  character;  but  I  do  take  ex- 
ception to  its  being  served  up  in  this  incom- 
plete shape,  more  especially  after  attention  had 
been  called  to  the  circumstance.  If  the  session 
had  not  arrived  at  so  late  a  period  I  should  move 
that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Beporting 
Debates  Committee,  that  it  might  be  inquired 
into  and  reported  upon.  I  am  sure  the  Council 
will  bear  me  out  in  my  statement  that  there 
was  a  reply  distinctly  made  to  my  question, 
and  I  am  sure  that  my  honourable  friend  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  not  have  been  so 
wanting  in  ordinary  courtesy  as  to  have  failed 
to  give  a  reply. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.—Sir,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  did  put  the  question 
is  perfectly  correct;  but  he  must  have  mis- 
understood me  if  from  any  expression  of  mine 
he  could  have  supposed  for  a  moment  that  I 
gave  him  the  answer  that  I  knew  nothing  about 
the  resolutions — the  statement.  I  was  perfectly 
aware  of  the  statement,  but  I  asked  my  honour- 
able friend  to  what  statement  he  referred ;  and, 
if  in  any  expression  of  mine  I  conveyed  to  him 
the  information  that  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  that  statement,  he  must  have  misimder- 
stood  me.  I  wanted  the  honourable  gentleman 
to  make  his  question  distinct,  in  order  to  give  a 
distinct  answer ;  and  it  is  quite  clear  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  did  say,  at  the  time, 
"  I  presume  it  has  not  been  considered  in  the 
Cabmet."  I  may  say  that  the  statement  to 
which  my  honourable  friend  referred  had  been 
considered  in  the  Cabinet,  and  that  I  knew  all 
about  it ;  but  I  was  not  going  to  give  him  an 
answer,  without  notice,  to  an  important  ques- 
tion of  that  character.  I  can  assure  the 
Jionourable  gentleman  that  he  is  mistaken  if 
Son.  Mr.  Waterhouse 


he  supposes  that  I  said  that  I  did  not  know 
anything  about  the  statement  in  the  House.  I 
do  not  know  how  the  matter  was  reported  in 
Hansard.  I  very  rarely  correct  any  speeches 
made  by  me.  I  am  quite  satisfied  tnat  the  re- 
porters, as  a  rule,  have  taken  down  correctly 
every  word  I  say;  and  I  only  wish  othior 
honourable  members  were  taken  down  in  the 
same  way  almost  verbatim.  I  think  we  have,  a 
very  fine  collection  of  reports,  which  no  doubt, 
in  time  to  come,  will  be  of  great  advantage  t(> 
the  colony. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  MANTELL.— I  was  only  poing 
to  say  that,  sitting  where  I  do,  in  close  proximi^ 
to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley,  the  impression  con- 
veyed to  my  ears  and  mind  was  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  said  that  he  knew  no- 
tiling  at  all  about  the  statement.  It  only 
shows  within  how  short  a  distance  refraction  A 
sound  and  meaning  may  take  place. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BEYNOLDS.— Sir,  I  w:a8  sit- 
ting next  to  my  colleague,  and  what  I  under- 
stood was  that  he  said,  simply  in  a  jocular 
way,  "  What  statement  ?  I  know  nothing  at 
all  about  it."    I  heard  him  say  that  distinctly. 

GBEYMOUTH  HABBOUB  BOARD  BILL. 
(No.  2). 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER.— Before  putting 
the  question.  That  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time,  I  think  it  is  my  duty  to  state,  as  the 
preamble  sets  out  that  it  is  necessaiy  in  con- 
sequence of  a  clerical  error,  that  that  clerical 
error  did  not  occur  with  the  officers  of  this- 
department.  I  think  it  right,  in  their  de- 
fence, to  say  that,  whenever  there  is  an  enor 
conmiitted  by  them,  the  officers  of  this  House 
will  always  be  ready  to  acknowledge  it.  I 
think  very  strong  language  has  been  made  use 
of  against  them,  and  I  think  it  is  only  mj 
duty  towards  the  officers  to  say  that  that  error 
did  not  originate  with  them. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY^—In  moving 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  may  say  that 
I  am  much  pleased  to  listen  to  the  remarlm  you. 
Sir,  have  been  good  enough  to  make  with  regard 
to  the  officers  of  this  Council.  I  am  quite  sura 
that  every  one  in  the  Council  would  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  able  manner  and  the  accuracy 
with  which  they  conduct  the  business.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that,  from  the  experience  I  have 
had  ;  and  I  think  that  wo^ld  be  the  verdict  of 
every  member  of  the  Council.  The  object  of 
the  Bill  is  to  correct  a  clerical  error,  which  is, 
in  reality,  I  believe,  a  printers*  error.  In  the 
8th  section  of  the  Act  which  was  passed  a  few 
days  ago,  and  on  which  we  heard  so  many  able 
speeches  and  had  so  much  discussion,  the 
sum  of  £50,000  seems  to  have  been  omitted. 
In  the  original  Bill  the  sum  was  £200,000: 
that  waA  amended  so  as  to  make  it  not  mors 
than  £150,000 ;  and  I  have  here  in  my  hands 
the  proof  copy,  which  was  sent  to  the  Pzinter, 
which  bears  the  name — I  am  not  sure  that  it 
is  not  the  signature — of  the  Colonial  Treasurer^ 
certifying  to  the  accuracy  of  the  alteration 
made.  It  appears,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
understand,  that  the  Printer,  by  some  accident, 
omitted  the  words  **  and  fifty."    The  sole  object 
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of  the  Bill  is  to  oorrect  that  error.  I  have  this 
from  the  Printer  for  the  purpose  of  honourable 
members  seeing  it,  so  as  to  satisfy  themselves 
that  it  was  a  mistake ;  and  I  a.sk  them  to  con- 
sent to  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
BiU  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 

HOKITIKA  STEAM-TUG  BILL. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  LAHMANN  moved,  That  the 
uaendments  proposed  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  the  Hokitika  Steam-Tug  Bill  be 
agreed  to. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  BON AB  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  debate. 

The  Council  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
the  debate  be  adjourned." 

Ayes,  8. 
Baillie  Buckley,  G.       Waterhouse 

Bamicoat  Ghamberlin       Wilson. 

Bonar  Richmond,  J.  C. 

Noes,  12. 
Buckley,  P.  A.  Henderson         Lahmann 
IKgnan  Johnson,  G.  B.  Peacock 

Fiaser  Johnston,  J.      Beynolds 

0nu$e  Kohere  Scotland. 

Majority  against,  4. 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
This  BiU  was  read  a  first,  a  second,  and  a 
third  time. 

IMMIGRATION    AND    PUBLIC  WORKS 
APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.  —  Sir,  in 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  I  take 
what  I  understand  to  be  the  ordinary  course  in 
this  Council,  and  move  the  Bill  pro  formd^  so 
ftB  to  afford  honourable  members  who  may  wish 
to  discuss  the  policy  of  the  Government  an 
opportunity  for  makmg  what  is  generally  un- 
derstood to  be  a  financial  statement.  I  have 
no  wish  to  depart  from  that  well-recognized 
course,  and  I  move,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
second  time. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WATERHOUSE.— Did  I  hear 
the  honourable  member  say  he  intended  to 
make  a  financial  statement  ? 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— No;  but 
that  I  wished  to  afford  honourable  members  an 
opportunity  for  making  one.  I  hope  my  honour- 
able friend  will  not  again  misunderstand  me, 
as  he  did  on  a  former  occasion.  I  stated  that  I 
wished  to  afford  honourable  members  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  what  is  understood  to  be  a 
financial  statement. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  WILSON.— Honourable  mem- 
bers on  this  side  will  be  decidedly  disappointed 
if  they  do  not  have  a  financial  statement  from 
my  honourable  friend  Mr.  Reynolds.  When 
he  was  in  opposition  he  gave  them,  and  I  do 
hope  he  will  now  favour  us  with  his  opinion 
on  the  finances  of  the  country. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  J.  C.  RICHMOND.— I  will 
answer  for  my  honourable  friend,  and  say  a 
few  words  on  the  occasion.    I  cannot  believe 


tHat  it  would  be  right  for  this  Council  to  ba 
absolutely  dumb  on  the  general  bearing  of  the 
finances  of  the  Gbvenupent  on  this  very  memor- 
able session  —  a  session  memorable,  I  hope,.^ 
beyond  all  to  follow  it,  and  certainly  remark- 
ably memorable  beside  some  of  the  most 
notable  we  have  experienced  before.  We  spent, 
of  course,  a  great  deal  of  time  and  had  some, 
singular  negotiations  before  we  at  length  arrived 
at  the  present  Govermnent ;  and,  so  far  as  we 
can  judge,  it  seemed  to  be  arrived  at,  and  is 
contmued,  by  reason  of  its  financial  policy;, 
and  no  doubt  it  is  fair  and  right  that  we  should 
understand,  and  that  the  country  should  know 
as  far  as  we  are  able  to  enlighten  it,  what  the 
nature  of  that  policy  is.  The  Hon.  the  Colo- 
nial Treasurer  did  not' think  it  right,  I  believe, 
to  refer  to  the  past  in  his  Financial  Statement,^, 
but  he  stated  that  he  had  allowed  us  to  look 
for  that  to  the  Statement  of  his  predecessor.. 
But  we  know  that  the  colony  was  stated  to  be 
in  a  condition  of  great  depression,  the  revenue 
showing  a  considerable  deficit,  and  many  in- 
dustries being  in  a  very  critical  condition. 
The  railways  were  yielding  less  and  costing 
more  than  during  previous  years,  and  the  Cus- 
toms revenue  was  in  a  distinctly  declining  state,. 
I  know,  of  course,  that  no  one  would  have  a 
right  to  find  fault  witii  the  present  Govern- 
ment, nor,  indeed,  do  I  think  they  would  have 
a  right  to  find  fault  with  their  predecessors,  for 
this  state  of  the  revenue ;  but  I  think  we  ought 
to  open  our  eyes  to  one  fact  respecting  it :  that 
this  depression  of  the  Customs  revenue  is  not 
a  transitory  affair,  but  has  been  goin^  on  for 
some  time.  The  people  may  be  deceived  some- 
times by  a  small  apparent  increase  of  the 
total  yield ;  but,  when  they  take  that  cheerful 
view — which  it  is  too  much  the  habit  of  people 
in  the  colony  to  take — they  forget  that,  whilst, 
the  population  has  been  rising  in  numbers,  the 
Customs  revenue  has  been  only  stagnant.  I 
look  at  figures  and  I  observe  that,  between  the 
year  1881  and  the  present  year,  there  has  been 
a  falling-off  in  three  years,  notwithstanding  the 
increase  of  the  population,  from  £1,421,000 
to  £1,417,000,  at  the  same  time  that  the  popu- 
lation has  increased  12  per  cent. :  that  was 
about  the  estimated  amount  —  the  statistical 
tables  do  not  enable  us  to  say  what  it  would 
be  this  year.  If  we  calculate  what  the  Cus- 
toms revenue  would  have  been  if  it  had  in- 
creased with  the  population,  instead  of  the 
revenue  being  £1,417,000  we  shall  see  that  it 
ought  to  have  been  £1,706,000.  That  decline, 
of  the  revenue  is  well  worthy  of  attention,  and 
we  see  similar  indications  in  other  points.  The 
imports  are  growing,  but  the  exports  are  keep- 
ing almost  stagnant :  that  is  to  say,  as  I  inter- 
pret it,  that  the  surplus-producing  power  of  the 
colony  is  not  increasing,  although  the  popu- 
lation is  increasing.  Of  course  this  arises  from 
many  causes,  and  I  sh6uld  like  to  state  them 
frankly.  I  have  no  desire  to  attack  anybody  in 
the  matter ;  I  only  wish  to  put  my  opiniona 
before  the  Council,  and  they  can  follow  them 
out  as  far  as  they  like.  One  reason  why  the 
increase  of  population  does  not  increase  the 
exports  is  the  constant  growth  of  the  working. 
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population  which  is  to  some  extent  unem- 
ployed, and  a  great  deal  of  it  employed  in 
i^orks  which  do  not  appear  in  any  shape  in 
•exports.  That,  of  course,  does  not  necessarily 
mean  any  harm.  There  is  another  reason  to 
be  fairly  token  into  account,  and  that  is  that 
the  sexes  increase  in  proportion,  and  that  we 
may  assume  that  females  are  not  so  much  pro- 
ducers for  export  as  the  men :  of  course  they 
are  not.  And,  with  respect  to  the  declining 
Customs  revenue,  I  should  like  to  make  one 
remark.  I  have  noticed  that  there  is  a  very 
fiteady  decline  of  revenue  from  drink — from 
spirits.  One  cannot  but  think  that  this  is 
due  to  the  work  of  the  Good  Templars  and 
the  Blue  Kibbon  Army  :  some  may.  laugh  at 
them,  but  I  cannot  but  think  that  they  are 
•doing  the  most  honourable  work  that  could  be 
desired.  The  actual  falling-ofif  in  the  Customs 
revenue  is  about  2  per  cent,  on  the  previous 
year,  but  relatively  to  the  population  it  is  12 
per  cent.  In  these  observations  I  have  taken 
the  four  last  quarters  to  make  up  the  year, 
though  one  does  not  belong  to  it,  to  compare 
it;  and  I  observe  in  the  last  quarter  a  very 
large  sum  which  has  abnormally  arisen  from  a 
very  large  drawing-out  of  bond  of  sugar,  in  anti- 
cipation, I  am  informed,  of  the  possible  raising 
of  the  sugar  duties.  However  that  may  be,  it  is 
certain  that  a  very  considerable  sum  was  due 
^ast  quarter,  and  if  that  were  deducted  the 
appearance  of  the  year's  revenue  would  not  be 
so  good  as  I  have  stated.  We  hear  of  the  un- 
employed, and  we  are  told  that  we  are  to  make 
railways  to  solve  the  *'  unemployed  "  question : 
that  is  what  one  of  the  advocates  of  the  East. 
«nd  West  Coast  Kailway  gave  as  one  of  the 
great  reasons  for  the  work.  And  we  have  a  very 
unfortunate  prospect  for  the  grain  trade  :  that 
IS  to  say  that  usually  the  prices  in  London  for 
our  New  Zealand  grain  are  such  as  do  not 
pay  the  expense  of  production  except  under 
most  extraordinary  circumstajices.  We  are 
bound  to  act  as  though  the  grain  business  was 
not  a  permanent  one  in  this  country.  I  will 
state  one  or  two  facts  about  our  industries 
that  are  important  for  consideration  in  form- 
ing an  estimate  of  the  state  of  the  nation.  I 
have  abstracted  from  papers  facts  a.s  to  the 
mining,  agricultural,  and  pastoral  industries. 
I  find,  as  we  are  all  aware,  that  we  have  been 
going  back  for  the  last  ten  or  eleven  years  with 
&e  gold  duty.  The  export  has  declined  from 
nearly  £2,000,000  in  1874  to  £892,000  in  the 

S resent  year.  Gold-mining  is  a  declining  in- 
ustry,  and  we  cannot  look  to  it  with  any  con- 
fidence for  an  increase  ;  the  chances  are  very 
much  against  it.  .  The  West  Coast,  and  indeed 
the  whole  of  Otago,  have  been  pretty  well  pro- 
spected, and  it  is  improbable,  though  not  impos- 
sible, that  any  very  large  find  will  be  made  there. 
During  these  ten  or  eleven  years  the  gold 
export  was  £18,000,000,  and  during  the  same 
period  the  exports  of  the  much-abused  pasto- 
ral industry  amounted  to  £38,000,000— nearly 
three  times  the  amount  of  the  gold ;  and  it 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  a  steady  industry.     It 

3 ears,  to  have  culminated  at  present,  and, 
3ss  some  great  good  is  to  be  gained  by  laying 
Hon,  Mr,  J,  0,  Bichmond 


down  large  areas  in  European  grasses  or  grow- 
ing some  new  kind  of  produce,  or  somethiBg 
of  'which  I  can  form  no  anticipation,  thiS 
industry  cannot  expand  very  much  more. 
Other  subsidiary  industries  have  expanded, 
such,  for  instance,  as  the  Auckland  exports  of 
timber  and  gum ;  and  an  industry  in  dsuiy  pro- 
duce seems  to  be  springing  up.  Considering 
the  climate  and  the  nature  of  the  country, 
there  seems  a  probability  of  success  in  tlua 
latter  direction,  but  we  find  that  the  export 
on  that  account  amounts  as  yet  to  only  £38,000 
out  of  a  total  of  six  millions  a  year.  Now, 
my  object  in  putting  these  figures  before  the 
Council  is  to  point  out  this:  that  there  are 
industries  that  are  natural  and  reliable,  and 
that  we  can  depend  upon  to  a  considerable 
extent;  and  there  are  others  that  are  natural 
too,  but,  I  think,  not  reliable,  and  on  which 
we  cannot  depend,  through  many  accidents  over 
which  we  have  no  control,  and  therefore  we 
cannot  base  our  calculations  on  them  in  our  es- 
timates for  the  future.  Of  course  our  railway 
revenue  depends  very  much  on  our  com  export, 
and  a  very  large  amount  of  the  railway  re- 
ceipts every  year  has  been  derived  from  that 
source.  The  amount  derived  from  that  source 
will  next  year  be  certainly  very  materially  re- 
duced. There  is  another  thing  I  wish  to  point 
out  to  the  Council  and,  I  may  say,  to  the  country. 
I  have  often  been  astonished  that  no  one  in  this 
Council,  and  very  few  in  the  Legislature,  have 
attempted  in  any  degree  seriously  to  estimate 
what  remains  in  the  colony  for  expanding.  We 
ought  surely  to  make  some  estimate — ^it  may 
be  imperfect,  but  at  all  events  it  would  be 
better  than  merely  going  on  blindly  —  we 
ought  to  make  some  estimate  of  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  country  in  which  we  live.  I  am 
bound  to  say  I  do  not  believe  that  this  country 
is  one  calculated  to  bear  a  very  large  popu- 
lation. I  do  not  say  that  it  will  not  increase 
in  population  very  largely  as  compared  with 
the  number  of  our  people  now ;  but  that  it  will 
take  rank  among  the  large  and  fertile  countries 
in  the  world  I  cannot  believe.  I  am  bound, 
after  a  long  residence  in  it,  and  after  examining 
almost  every  part  of  the  country,  to  say  frankly 
what  I  believe  is  the  state  of  the  case.  It  is  a 
comparatively  barren  country,  blessed  with  an 
exceedingly  fine  climate,  and  some  patches  ol 
very  fine  land ;  but,  as  a  whole,  it  is  mainly 
destined  to  continue  a  pastoral  country.  Well, 
that  consideration  is  always  before  me  when  I 
look  on  such  schemes  as  the  Government  ha^ 
brought  down  to  us.  They  are  not  new ;  thej 
are  not  difierent  in  kind,  only  in  degree,  from 
those  which  we  have  been  carrying  out  in  the 
past.  I  do  not  make  any  attack  upon  my 
honourable  friends  opposite  on  the  Government 
benches.  They  are  as  innocent  as  the  babe 
unborn,  as  innocent  m  I  myself.  And  what  has 
been  going  on  ?  A  large  number  of  the  peopla 
in  the  country  heartily  welcome  these  schemes. 
They  hope,  no  doubt,  for  what  is  called  a 
**  spurt,"  and  everybody  hopes  he  may  not  be 
the  last  when  that  spurt  arrives.  But  I  venture 
to  tell  my  honourable  friends  opposite,  and 
whoever  may  see  or  read  my  words,  that  the 
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oouise  of  any  "  spurt "  will  be  very  short.  Its 
first  appearance  will  be  almost  the  day  of  its 
death.  Those  wanting  to  sell  out  and  go  else- 
where will  find  themselves  in  the  position  of 
John  Hobbs  when  wanting  to  sell  his  wife. 
Kobody  wanted  Jane  Hobbs.  That  will  be 
the  case  with  our  next  *'  spurt."  It  is  a  wild 
hope,  which  I  do  not  suppose  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  or  my  honourable  friend  the  Colonial 
Secretary  entertains,  that  the  "  spurt "  may  be 
of  any  duration.  It  is  almost  a  certainty  that 
the  depression  must  continue  for  some  time, 
Taried  by  the  "  spurt "  we  speak  of.  In  these 
circumstances,  what  is  it  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  do  ?  I  have  made  a  note  of  a  few  things. 
They  insist,  first  of  all,  upon  establishing  a 
balance  between  revenue  and  expenditure  by 
stopping  the  Sinking  Fund.  Well,  that  is  a 
very  pretty  prize.  The  next  is  a  much  more 
important  and  good  thing,  and  that  is  the 
conversion  of  loans.  But  the  value  of  this 
depends  entirely  upon  our  credit,  upon  the 
conviction  in  the  money-market  that  we  are 
sound,  and  that  we  are  going  on  sound  lines. 
Otherwise  conversion  will  not  take  place,  or,  if 
it  does,  it  will  not  be  on  such  terms  sa  we  see 
stated  in  papers  laid  before  the  Council.  Then 
we  come  to  the  railways.  Now,  these,  I  am 
hound  to  say,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
ascertskin  of  them,  are  all  poor.  They,  too,  serve 
as  a  diluent  of  the  property  we  now  possess, 
and  every  hundred  nules  we  add  will  take  ofi  so 
much  per  cent,  proportionately  of  the  revenue 
we  now  derive  horn  them,  because  the  traffic 
must  be  less  than  on  the  existing  lines,  while 
the  cost  of  working  will  be  the  same.  We 
know  that  the  larger  the  traffic  the  smaller,  pro- 
portionately, is  the  cost  of  working.  We  may  put 
down  4  per  cent,  increase  of  liability  for  all  the 
money  we  spend  on  railways :  1^  per  cent,  net 
is  as  much  as  the  whole  of  the  railwa3rs  will 
yield.  Then,  as  to  harbours,  they  are  con- 
fessedly not  to  be  immediately  remunerative : 
no  one  expects  all  these  harbour  works  to  re- 
turn an3rthing  for  a  couple  of  years  at  any  rate. 
Then,  there  is  a  proposal  to  galvanize  up  an  in- 
dustry in  beet  sugar,  the  cost  of  which,  if  suc- 
cessful, will  be  £70,000  a  year  in  the  shape  of 
decreased  Customs  revenue,  unless  we  put  on 
an  Excise  duty — which  I  think  is  one  of  the 
worst  ways  of  raising  revenue.  Then,  there  is 
the  South  Sea  trade.  It  is  rumoured  that  in 
another  place  there  was  a  Bill  -for  working  .a 
great  South  Sea  bubble,  as  it  was  called ;  and 
I  have  heard  it  was  intended  to  amend  the 
preamble  by  substituting  for  it  thd  preamble  of 
the  original  South  Sea  scheme ;  and,  according 
to  appearances,  that  would  have  been  very  suit- 
able. That  scheme,  however,  is  replaced  now, 
I  am  told,  by  a  bonus  to  be  given  to  a  steam 
service.  Last  of  all — and,  I  say,  worst  of  all, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  country  —  there  is 
the  reduction  of  the  property-tax.  The  object 
of  that,  if  I  could  conceive  of  an  object,  was,  I 
suppose,  to  lead  people  outside  to  imagine  we 
are  not  hard  up.  It  is  like  the  man  who  put 
on  the  best  clothes  he  could  find  because  he 
had  no  money  to  pay  for  them,  and  who  hoped 
more  from  appearing  well-dressed  than  appear- 


ing shabby.  There  is  no  economy  that  I  can 
hear  of  in  the  current  expenditure — and  I  am 
sorry  my  honourable  friend  the  economist  of 
the  Government  (Mr.  Beynolds)  is  not  in  the 
chamber.  Yes ;  there  was  a  little  proposition 
for  a  reduction  in  the  education  vote,  which 
was  dropped  upon  a  very  slight  protest  from  all 
round  that  that  was  the  last  thing  that  should 
be  touched.  For,  if  there  is  anything  in  tho 
coimtry  that  gives  us  hope  for  the  future,  it  must 
be  that  our  working  population,  all  our  popula- 
tion, should  be  increasingly  educated,  and  any 
change  in  the  Education  Act  ought  to  go  in 
the  direction  of  making  it  more  liberal,  and  of 
holding  out  our  hands  to  those  who  at  present 
decline  to  take  part  in  the  system,  but  stand 
aloof,  and  whose  active  co-operation  would  re> 
lieve  us  of  part  of  our  burden.  There  was  one 
economy — they  saved  £100  in  the  salary  of  a 
legislative  officer.  What,  then,  are  the  new 
borrowings  based  upon  ?  They  are  based  upon 
air,  like  **  the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision."  The 
money  will  come,  no  doubt,  but  we  shall  prac- 
tically get  very  little  for  it,  ajid  we  shall  nave 
to  pay  interest^or  what  we  get.  This  attempt 
we  are  making,  this  constant  desire  to  force  on 
the  country,  is  vicious  in  itself.  It  disturbs 
the  natural  course  of  industry.  It  helps  to 
keep  labour  at  prohibitive  prices.  I  do  not  say 
I  grudge  tho  price  of  labour ;  I  pay  my  share 
with  the  greatest  goodwill.  But,  if  you  expect 
to  induce  new  industries-:-if  you  expect  old 
ones  to  go  on  so  as  to  yield  a  revenue  and  to 
make  the  country  wealthy — ^you  will  be  disap- 
pointed. It  is  idle  to  say  that  this  policy  of 
unprofitable  public  works  will  not  contribute 
towards  the  damage  of  those  that  are  profit- 
able. I  refer  nob  only  to  the  railways,  but  to  the 
works  of  the  country  generally.  Another  thing 
I  am  bound  to  say,  though  this  may  be  called 
inexact  philosophy.  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
the  large  influxes  of  money  not  earned  are  de- 
moralizing to  the  whole  community.  They 
raise  the  normal  value  of  property  ;  there  is  no 
fixed  property  in  the  country  on  which  there  is 
not  a  fictitious  value.  Every  one  is  aware  of  this^ 
but  so  fond  are  we  of  this  patent  self-blow-up, 
in  which  our  great  leader  is  foremost,  that  we 
pay  property-tax  on  exaggerated  values  rather 
than  appear  to  be  less  wealthy  than  we  are.  ' 
There  is  a  general  unbelief  throughout  the 
Legislature ;  I  believe  you  can  hardly  lay  your 
hands  upon  ten  members  of  the  Houses  com- 
bined who  do  not  heartily  disbelieve  in  these 
quackeries.  I  am  convinced  that  this  is  the 
case  ;  the  smile  is  on  every  lip  when  you  talk 
about  these  things.  The  Legislature  takes  the 
first  step,  is  foremost,  in  its  demoralization — I 
hope  I  am  not  trespassing  upon  order  in  saying 
such  a  thing :  it  is  the  foremost,  and  if  any  one 
wanted  to  attack  it  in  the  rudest  terms,  I,  for . 
one,  should  not  be  able  to  stand  up  and  defend 
it.  If  it  were  said  that  we  are  "  infamous  and 
contented,"  I  could  only  reply  that  we  are  not 
contented. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  G.  BUCKLEY.— I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  immigra- 
tion. I  am  not  against  a  sum  being  expended 
upon  immigration ;  but  I  think  it  has  been  the 
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case  for  a  long  time  that  there  has  not  been 
proper  care  taken  in  the  selection  of  people  sent 
out  to  this  colony  at  the  expense  of  the  Go- 

'  vemment,  and  I  am  sure  at  present  we  cannot 
afford  to  spend  money  for  this  purpose  unless 
care  is  taken.  I  will  only  mention  what  came 
under  my  notice  lately.  I  came  out  very  re- 
cently with  150  persons,  who,  I  believe,  were 
aided  by  the  Gtovemment  of  the  country,  a 
portion  of  their  passage-money  being  paid  for 
them.  From  inquiry  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  very  little  trouble  was  taken  as  to  the 
approval  of  the  persons  before  they  left  Ply- 
mouth, and  my  own  observation  during  the 
passage  confirms  this.  I  should  say,  in  the 
first  place,  that  perhaps  not  more  than  one- 
half  of  those  who  came  had  ever  seen  domestic 

-service,  or  proposed  to  be  domestic  servants, 
and  I  understand  that  Government  aid  is  only 
given  to  that  class  of  people  at  the  present 
time ;  and  I  can  say  that  I  think  it  would  have 
been  as  well  had  one-half  of  them  been  left 
behind.  Of  course,  if  they  came  out  at  their 
own  expense,  it  would  be  a  different  matter; 
but  I  do  not  think  they  are  a  suitable  class  to 
be  brought  out  at  the  expense  of  the  colony. 
So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  inquiry, 
there  appears  to  be  an  entire  want  of  selection 
in  the  approval  of  these  persons;  it  appears 
they  are  taken  entirely  upon  the  certificates 
given.  I  will  go  a  little  further,  and  say  that 
very  recently,  I  believe,  out  of  the  number  of 
women  at  the  d6pAt  to  embark  for  New  Zea- 
land, there  were  two  found  to  be  sufiering  from 
a  most  loathsome  disease.  They  were  not  sent 
on  board  the  vessel,  but  were  rejected ;  but  not 
only  had  they  certificates  from  clergymen,  but 
from  most  respectable  people,  and,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  medical  men  noticing  the  state  of 
these  women,  they  would  have  been  sent  out. 
Bill  read  a  second  and  a  third  time. 
The    Council    adjourned   at    half-past   six. 

•o'clock  p.m. 
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The  Deputy-Speaker  took  the  chair  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

Pbayers. 

THIRD  READING. 
Lnmigration  and  Public  Works  Appropriation 

WESTLAND  EDUCATION  DISTRICT 

SUBDIVISION  BILL. 
Mr.  STOUT  intimated  that  the  Conference 
of  both  Houses  in  reference  to  this  Bill  met 
Hon.  Mr.  O,  Buckley 


that  morning,  and  agreed  to  the  following 
compromise : — 

*'  The  Conference  of  the  Managers  of  the 
Legislative  Council  and  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives agree  to  the  following:  (1.)  Thai 
the  two  districts  be  subdivided  as  in  the  Bill 
passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  (S.) 
That  a  Board  of  seven  members  be  appointed 
for  the  Westland  District,  three  of  the  mem- 
bers to  be  appointed  by  the  Grovemor.  (8.)  That 
a  Commissioner  or  Commissioners  be  appointed 
as  thQ  Board  of  the  Grey  Education  District 
(4.)  That  the  Act  only  remain  in  force,  save  as 
to  clause  2,  until  the  end  of  the  next  sesaion  of 
Parliament." 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  STOUT  the  report  was 
agreed  to. 

WALTON  PARK  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  BARRON  asked  the  Government,  WTie- 
ther  they  will  make  provision  for  the  extendon 
of  the  Walton  Park  Branch  Railway  to  Lower 
Kaikorai  Bridge  ?  During  the  present  session 
he  presented  to  the  Minister  for  Public  Works 
a  petition  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Seaside  District  Road  Board,  asking  for 
the  extension  of  the  railway  indicated  in  the 
question.  The  Minister,  in  reply,  infoimed  the 
Road  Board  that  he  would  cause  inquiries  to 
be  made  to  ascertain  whether  the  Government 
would  be  warranted  in  undertaking  the  work. 
The  Road  Board,  evidently  desirous  that  Uie 
work  should  be  undertaken  during  the  present 
session  if  possible,  and  doubtless  observing  that 
provision  had  been  made  on  the  estimates  for 
the  construction  in  other  parts  of  the  colony 
of  some  works  not  more  likely  to  i>ay  than  this, 
had  sent  a  telegram,  which,  unfortunately, 
reached  him  (Mr.  Barron)  after  the  estimates 
had  been  passed,  and  too  late  to  enable  him 
to  bring  the  matter  again  under  the  notice  of 
the  Minister  in  time  for  Supply.  This  was  the 
telegram : — 

"I  am  instructed  by  the  Seaside  District 
Road  Board  to  request  tiiat  you  will  be  pleased 
to  ask  the  Government  to  place  a  sum  of 
money  on  the  estimates  for  the  extension  of  the 
WaJton  Park  Branch  Railway  to  Lower  Eai- 
korai  Bridge." 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that,  sinee 
the  ■  honourable  gentleman  had  brought  this 
matter  forward,  he  had  caused  a  report  to  be 
made  upon  the  proposed  extension,  and  the 
Engineer  who  had  examined  the  district  stated 
that  this  was  not  a  work  that  he  could  recom- 
mend the  Government  to  undertake  at  present 

SALE  OP  WELLINGTON  PROVINCIAL 

BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked  the  Govemment,- 
(1.)  If  the  purchase  -  money  of  the  property 
lately  sold  by  the  Government  to  the  Insunmce 
Department  was  determined  upon  after  compe- 
teht  and  independent  valuation  ?  (2.)  If  it  is 
intended  to  set  aside  the  said  purchase-money 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  premises  suitable 
for  the  several  Government  departments  now 
located  in  the  building  known  as  the  "  Provin- 
cial, Buildings,"  and  which   has  been  soldf 
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Witii  reference  to  this  qnestion,  he  might  say 
that  a  proviso  in  the  Special  Powers  and  Con- 
tracts Bill,  hurriedly  read,  caused  him  to  think 
that  the  Government  would  retain  an  interest 
in  this  property.  But  he  found  that  he  had 
lumped  to  a  wrong  conclusion;  and  therefore 
he  was  the  more  concerned  to  see  that  a  proper 
price  was  paid.  Taking  the  buildings  at  the 
low  valuation  of  £6,000— he  believed  they  cost 
£8,000  or  £10,000— he  found  that  the  land  was 
sold  at  a  pried  equal  to  about  £75  per  foot,  a 
price  which,  in  asking  the  question,  he  could 
only  criticise  by  informing  the  House  that  land 
had  lately  been  sold  in  the  same  street — one 
block,  with  a  frontage  of  '88ft.,  at  a  price  equal 
to  £112  per  foot ;  and  another  block,  witii  a 
frontage  of  40ft.,  at  a  price  equal  to  £175  per 
foot.  With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
^estion,  he  could  only  hope  that  the  several 
Government  departments  would  not  be  put  to 
inconvenience  by  this  sale,  and  that  x>ermanent 
premises  would  shortly  be  erected  for  them. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  might  explain  to  the  House 
the  circumstances  under  which  this  purchase 
was  made.  And,  first,  he  might  state  that  the 
l^urchase  was  made  subject  to  the  House  pass- 
ing the  necessary  vote.  It  had  been  found, 
for  some  time  past,  that  the  officers  in  the  In- 
surance ^Department  were  very  much  cramped 
for  want  of  room,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
•to  have  a  strong-room.  The  other  departments 
in  the  building  also  required  strong-rooms.  It 
was  estimated  that  a  sum  of  £2,000  would  be 
necessary  to  provide  the  extra  accommodation 
required.  The  late  Government  had  had  under 
consideration  the  question  of  selling  this  build- 
ing to  the  Insurance  Department,  and  a  valua- 
tion was  taken  of  it,  which  amoimted  to  £12,500, 
and  which  was  subsequently  increcksed  to 
£15,000.  When  he  went  into  the  question  it 
became  evident  to  him  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary,  for  the  protection  of  the  books,  &c., 
of  the  department,  that  spme  arrangement 
shoidd  be  inmiediately  made  with  a  view  to 
providing  a  strong-room.  It  seemed  to  him  a 
very  desirable  purchase  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
surance Department.  A  fresh  valuation  was 
taken,  which  showed  that  £16,000  would  be  a 
fair  price  for  the  Government  to  obtain;  and 
the  matter  was  fully  discussed-  in  Cabinet. 
It  appeared  that  the  buildings  originally  cost 
£6,800.  It  also  seemed  that  £4,000  was  a  suf- 
ficient amount  to  cover,  their  present  value. 
With  regard  to  the  value  of  the  land,  he  might 
state  that  the  block  adjoining,  every  bit  as  well 
suited,  containing  double  the  quantity  of  land, 
and  with  more  frontages,  and  a  large  stone  store 
•on  the  land,  was  valued  at  £30,000,  which  was 
considered  a  large  valuation.  The  land  re- 
ferred to  in  this  question  was  only  half  the 
extent,  with  but  three  frontages,  and  a  wooden 
building  upon  it.  The  Government,  however, 
were  offered  £16,000  from  another  quarter,  and 
determined  not  to  let  the  property  go  for  less 
than  £18,000.  The  Insurance  Department,  on 
.  consideration,  resolved  to  give  the  amount 
asked.  It  was  agreed  to  buy  the  building,  sub- 
ject, as  he  had  saidj  to  the  vote  of  the  House. 
With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  ques- 


tion, there  would  be  sufficient  acconmiodatios. 
for  the  departments  now  in  the  building  if  the 
Government  were  willing  to  pay  a  reasonable 
price  for  the  same.  The  probability  was  that 
the  Government  would  prefer  to  do  so  ta  put- 
ting up  a  new  building.  The  Govenmient 
thought  the  House  would  not  be  inclined  to 
spend  extra  money  on  buildings  at  present  in 
Wellington.  He  might  say,  as  far  as  his  own 
opinion  was  concerned,  that,  when  new  build- 
ings were  to  be  constructed  in  Wellington  for 
the  Government,  the  one  most  urgently  re- 
quired, he  considered,  would  be  a  new  Printing 
Office.  As  to  setting  aside  the  money,  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  ear- mark  any  particular  sum. 
The  amount  would  be  paid  into  the  bank  in 
the  ordinary  way,  to  the  credit  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  He  thought  it  would  be  found 
that  the  Government  had  received  a  good  price 
for  the  building,  and  it  was  one  well  suited  for 
the  Insurance  Department. 

UPPEK  WAITAKI  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  asked  the  Minister  for  PubUo 
Works,  If  he  will  authorize  the  planking  of  the 
Upper  Waitaki  Bridge,  so  that  children  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  can  get  to  the  school  on 
the  south  side  in  safety  ? 

Mr.  E.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  two 
local  bodies  had  subscribed  a  considerable  sum 
towards  the  cost  of  the  bridge,  and  the  Govern- 
ment also  paid  a  portion  of  the  cost.  Only  a 
very  small  expenditure  would  be  required  to 
render  the  bridge  safe,  not  only  for  children, 
but  for  other  purposes,  and  he  proposed  to  have 
the  work  done. 

POSTAL  UNION. 

Mr.  GUINNESS  asked  the  Postmaster- 
General,  Whether  he  will,  during  the  recess, 
cause  inquiries  to  be  made  as  to  the  probable 
cost  of  this  colony  joining  the  Postsd  Union 
and  foreign  parcels  post  ? 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  that  this  question  had 
over  and  over  again  been  considered  by  the 
department ;  but  it  had  not  been  deemed  ex- 
pedient for  the  colony  to  join  the  Union.  The 
calculation  would,  of  course,  vary  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  the  amount  received  for 
postages ;  but  the  whole  subject  was  familiar  to 
the  department.  He  believed  that  none  of  the 
colonies  had  seen  their  way  to  join  the  Union. 
If  the  honourable  gentleman  desired  next  ses- 
sion that  an  estimate  should  b^  made,  it  would 
be  easy  to  get  the  return  by  motion,  and  it 
would  then  contain  the  latest  information. 

RUAPEKAPEKA  BURIAL-GROUND. 

Mr.  HAKUENE  asked  the  Government, 
Whether  they  will  take  immediate  steps  to 
reserve  and  fence  in  the  burial-ground  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  who  fell  at  the  fight  at 
Ruapekapeka,  or  remove  the  remains  to  the 
cemetezy  at  Russell,  as  a  homestead  settler  is 
levelling  the  mounds  and  ploughing  up  the 
land  ?  He  asked  the  question  because  he  was 
Sony  to  see  the  graves  of  the  soldiers  who  fell 
during  the  war  being  desecrated. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  Govezmnent  were  obliged 
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to  the  honourable  member  for  having  called 
attention  to  the  matter.  They  would  see  that 
steps  were  taken  to  do  what  he  suggested. 

MONUMENT  TO  EPUNI. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD  said  that,  following  up 
the  question  just  put  by  Mr.  Hakuene,  he 
would  like  to  ask  if  the  Government  would  see 
that  the  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of 
the  late  chief  Epuni  was  put  in  order.  He 
was  out  at  Pitone  the  other  day,  and  he  ob- 
served that  the  whole  place  was  broken  down, 
and  that  the  graves  were  in  a  disgraceful  state. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  he  would  bring  the  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  department. 

EXAMINER  OF  STANDING  ORDERS. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI  said  that,  when  the  salary 
of  this  officer  was  under  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  the  other  evening,  the  Com- 
mittee reduced  it  by  £100.  As  the  member 
who  had  moved  the  reduction,  it  was  not  his 
de^re,  nor  did  he  think  it  was  the  desire  of 
'  honourable  members  who  voted  for  it,  that  the 
reduction  should  take  place  as  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  financial  year ;  but  he  understood 
that  this  would  be  the  effect.  He  hoped  that 
the  Government  would  make  arrangements  to 
pay  this  officer  his  salary  at  the  full  rate  up  to 
the  end  of  this  month.  It  would  not  be  right 
'  to  make  the  decision  of  the  House  retrospective. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  thought  that  it  would  perhaps 
meet  the  desire  of  the  House  if  the  reduction 
took  effect  from  the  beginning  of  next  year.  If 
the  decision  of  the  House  were  strictly  en- 
forced it  would  refer  back  to  the  beginning 
of  the  financial  year — the  beginning  of  April 
—  and  it  was  possible  that  the  Controller 
would  call  upon  this  officer  for  a  refund  of 
payments  already  made  to  him.  The  Govern- 
ment would  pay  the  old  rate  of  salary  up  to 
the  beginning  of  January,  charging  the  excess 
over  the  amount  voted  by  the  House  to  "  un- 
authorized" expenditure. 

STATIONERY. 

Mr.  LARNACH  Asked  the  Government  if 
they  would  consider  the  advisability  of  pro- 
curing telegraph-forms  and  envelopes  required 
for  the  use  of  the  public  service  in  the  colony. 
Several  paper-manufactories  were  already  esta- 
blished in  the  colony  by  private  enterprise,  and 
he  thought  the  Government  should  assist  them 
as  far  as  possible,  in  the  manner  indicated. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL  said  the  question  gave  him 
the  opportimity  of  saying  that  the  Government 
wisheii  to  do  everything  that  could  be  done  to 
obtain  all  stores  within  the  colony,  instead  of 
importing  them,  where  it  was  practicable  to 
do  so.  The  question  of  telegraph-forms  had 
been  under  consideration,  but  there  was  at 
present  a  very  large  stock  in  hand.  How- 
ever, in  the  course  of  a  short  time  the  Go- 
vernment would  call  for  tenders- for  a  fresh 
supply,  and  give  six  or  seven  months'  notice, 
in  order  to  enable  intending  tenderers  to  make 
their  arrangements.  As  reguded  envelopes, 
the  same  remarks  would  apply.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  the  fact  that  tenders  in  the 
Mr.  Stout 


colony  were  usually  much  higher  than  those 
from  Home  was  due  in  a  measure  to  the  cii- 
cumstance  that  the  Government  obtained  their 
stores  free  of  duty,  ajid  did  not  take  into  ac- 
count the  fact  that  local  tenderers  paid  dntjr 
on  the  articles  they  introduced  in  a  raw  state 
for  the  purposes  of  manufacture.  The  Govern- 
ment would  do  aU  they  could  to  encourage 
local  productions. 

•WAIKATO  MILITIA. 

Mr.  SEDDON  asked  the  Government  if  they 
would  make  inquiries  in  reference  to  the  case 
of  a  gentleman  who  had  served  in  the  Waikato 
Regiment,  who  was  known  to  have  served  theie 
by  Colonel  Eraser  and  Captain  Morris,  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  who  wore  the  war  medal 
for  services  he  hsid  rendered,  but  who  was  not 
mentioned  in  the  returns  prepared  by  the  De- 
fence Department,  and  whose  name  was  stated 
not  to  be  on  the  books  of  the  department.  It 
was  evident  that  an  injustice  had  been  done 
to  an  old  servant,  who  had  done  good  service^ 
and  he  hoped  the  Premier  would  look  into  the 
matter. 

Mr.  STOUT  said  that,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  write  to  the  Defence  Depart- 
ment on  the  subject,  tiiie  matter  would  be  looked 
into.  , 

HANSABD. 

Mr.  MACANDREW  would  like  to  know  what 
steps  the  Government  had  taken,  or  intended 
to  take,  with  reference  to  the  compilation  of 
speeches  made  in  Parliament  before  the  date 
of  the  publication  of  Hansard. 

Mr.  STOUT  replied  that,  before  this  matter 
was  mentioned  in  the  House,  the  matter  had 
been  brought  under  his  notice  by  a  letter  from. 
Mr.  FitzGerald,  the  Controller- General,  who 
pointed  out  the  desirability  of  something  being 
done  in  the  matter;  and  Mr.  Maurice  Fits- 
Gerald,  a  son  of  the  Controller,  offered  to  do 
the  work  without  receiving  any  remimeration 
for  it,  but  when  it  was  finished  the  Government 
might  give  him  a  gratuity  or  a  bonus  for  the 
work.  On  learning  that  he  was  willing  to  do 
the  work  in  that  way,  he  (Mr.  Stout)  had  asked 
Mr.  Maurice  FitzGerald  to  collect  materiaU, 
and  he  would  submit  the  reports  to  Parliament 
and  ask  for  authority  to  havcthem  printed. 

DISTRICT  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  ROLLESTON  asked,  without  notice^ 
whether  the  Government  would,  during  the 
first  week  of  next  session,  place  upon  the  table 
a  return,  as  promised  by  the  Premier,  giving 
full  particulars  with  regard  to  the  dlstii<^ 
railways,  the  capital  of  the  companies,  the 
shareholders,  ratepayers,  &c. 

Mr.  STOUT  was  not  aware  that  a  list  of  the 
shareholders  had  been  promised ;  but  all  pac- 
ticulars  would  be  given  to  the  House  in  con- 
nection with  any  railway  with  regard  to  which 
a  contract  was  made. 

PRIVILEGE. 
Mr.  JOYCE.— Sir,  I  wish  to  bring  before  the 
House  a  question  of  privilege.     Twelve  days 
ago  a  letter  appeared  in  the  Wellington  mom- 
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ing  newspaper  reflecting  on  my  conducfc  as  a 
member  of  the  House.  I  did  not  think  it  "worth 
taking  notice  of.  But  this  letter,  purporting  to 
be  written  by  a  constituent  of  mine,  had  been 
sent  down  and  published  in  my  district ;  and 
I  think  this  rendered  it  necessary  to  obtain  a 
contradiction,  which  I  think  I  may  easily  do. 
The  letter  is  as  follows : — 

"An  Electob's  Suggestions. — Under  the 
above  title  there  appears  in  the  New  Zealand 
Times  of  27th  ult.  a  letter  signed  'AWarua 
Elector,'  and  dated  from  One-Tree  Point.  It 
nms  as  follows :  '  We  down  south  are  very 
Sony  to  learn  that  the  member  for  Invercargill 
and  the  member  for  Kumara  do  not  seem  to  be 
on  the  most  friendly  terms ;  but  there  are  other 
considerations.  And  further,  if  the  member  for 
Awama  was  to  mind  his  constituents'  interest, 
and  not  stuff  the  member  for  Kumara  with  a 
batch  of  rubbish,  there  would  be  no  i^ecessity 
for  the  electors  of  the  Awarua  placing  them- 
sekes  in  communication  with  the  member  for 
Invercargill  to  do  their  business  and  present 
their  wishes  to  Parliament.  There  is  another 
thing  quite  certain — ^namely,  that  the  member 
for  Awarua  and  the  member  for  Kum^ora  had 
better  fraternize  all  they  can  this  Parliament, 
lor  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  they  will  ever 
meet  again  in  Wellington  as  members  of  Par- 
liament.' " 

At  first  I  thought  this  letter  was  written  by 
the  honourable  member  for  Invercargill,  be- 
canse  he  had  a  few  days  before  written  a  highly 
ofiensive  letter,  with  his  name  to  it,  to  the 
MonicipaJ  Council  of  Invercargill,  imputing  dis- 
honourable motives  to  me  in  connection  with 
my  action  on  the  Invercargill  Beserves  Bill. 
However,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  did 
not  write  this  letter,  and  presently,  perhaps,  we 
shall  have  his  assurance.  I  should  like  him  to 
state,  in  his  place  here,  how  far  the  statements 
in  the  letter  are  within  his  knowledge  correct, 
and,  if  he  pleases  to  do  so,  to  disclaim  the  au- 
thorship of  this  letter.  As  I  only  wish  to  put 
myself  right  with  my  constituents,  I  do  not 
d^ire  to  take  the  extreme  step  of  moving  that 
the  publishers  of  the  newspapers  be  summoned 
to  the  bar  of  the  House.  To  put  myself  in 
Older  I  beg  to  move,  That  the  paragraph  be 
lead. 

Mr.  SEDDON. — I  beg  to  second  that  motion. 
I  think  it  would  be  only  manly  on  the  part  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Invercargill  to  state 
to  the  House  that  he  knows  nothing  of  the 
paragraph.  With  reference  to  my  connection 
with  the  matter,  I  may  say  that  I  gave  the 
honourable  gentleman,  in  confidence,  my  au- 
thority. I  never  mentioned  his  name  in  con- 
nection with  the  person  named  Bridges  who 
eommitted  suicide  at  Riverton. 

The  DEPUTY-SPEAKER.— This  is  no  ques- 
tion of  privilege. 

Mr.  SEDDON.  — Well,  Sir,  I  will  refer  to 
vhat  appears  in  the  letter,  about  my  being 
staffed  oy  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua, . 
and  I  say  that  he  has  never  said  a  single  word 
to  me  reflecting  on  the  honourable  member  for 
Invercajrgill.  When  this  letter  appeared  in 
the  New  Zealand  !times  I  met  the  honourable 
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member  for  Invercargill  coming  from  the  Wat 
rarapa  train,  and  he  said  that  he  very  much 
regretted  that  this  paragraph  had  appeared, 
and  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it.  I  then 
gave  him  the  source  of  my  information,  which 
I  derived  from  a  former  resident  at  Invercargill 
who  is  now  settled  on  the  West  Coast.  I  re- 
oeived  the  letter  in  a  jocular  way,  and  used 
it  in  a  jocular  way,  and  never  expected  that  it 
would  be  used  by  the  people  of  Invercargill 
against  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua. 
I  should  not  be  manly  if  I  did  not  state  that 
he  was  not  the  person  who  gave  me  the  infor- 
mation. I  ask  the  honourable  member  for 
Invercargill  to  disclaim  any  connection  with 
this  letter. 

Motion  for  reading  the  paragraph  negatived. 

Mr.  HATCH.-^I  should  like  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  I  never  saw  this  letter 
until  I  read  it  in  the  paper,  and  was  very  much 
surprised  and  annoyed  that  it  should  have  been 
reproduced.  As  to  any  person  living  at  One- 
Tree  Point  writing  to  me  to  do  business  instead 
of  to  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua,  I  beg 
to  deny  it,  and  have  to  say  that  I  have  received 
no  letter  from  any  person  there.  I  only  regret 
that  the  honourable  member  for  Awarua  should 
have  referred  to  me  as  he  did  in  the  first  part 
of  his  remarks.  I  suppose  this  paragraph  went 
to  Invercargill  as  other  paragraphs  in  news- 
papers do,  and  the  people  there  very  stupidly 
put  it  in.  The  honourable  member  for  Kumara 
did  not  give  me  his  authority  for  the  statement 
he  made.     . 

Mr.  JOYCE.— I  beg  to  ask  whether  the  "J. 
Hatch  and  Co.,"  of  Invercargill,  who  have  a 
contract  for  supplying  phosphorized  oats,  ia 
the  J.  Hatch  who  is  a  member  of  this  House  ; 
and,  if  so,  will  the  Government  take  proceedings 
against  the  same  honourable  member  under 
•*  The  Disqualification  Act,  1878  "  ?  Under  that 
Act  the  honourable  gentleman  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  of  £50  for  ^ery  day  that  he  sits  and 
votes  in  this  House,  and  it  is  out  of  considera- 
tion for  the  honourable  gentleman  that  I  give 
him  the  opportxmity  of  receding  from  the  posi- 
tion. I  have  no  desire  to  proceed  myself  for 
the  penalty,  and  it  might  be  as  well,  before  we 
part,  to  pass  an  Indemnity  Act  to  whitewash 
and  purify  the  honourable  gentleman.   . 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  con- 
tract, or  of  the  honourable  member  for  Inver- 
cargill being  connected  with  one.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  could  answer  the  question  best 
himself. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  third  reading 
of  this  Bill  being  called  on, 

Major  ATKINSON  said,  — Does  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  propose  to  read  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  a  third  time  before  the  very  impor- 
tiCnt  resolutions  with  regard  to  annexation 
and  federation,  which  are  on  the  Order  Paper, 
are  disposed  of  ? — because  that  would  be  quite 
unprecedented  in  parliamentary  practice. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  Government  think  it 
wise  that  the  Appropriation  Bill  should  be  read 
a  third  time  without  any  prejudice  to  the  im- 
portant resolutions  to  which  the  honourable 
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gentleman  has  alluded,  because  tliat  would  be 
the  most  convenient  course  to  both  Chambers. 
The  question  of  prorogation  will  depend  on  the 
time  when  the  resolutions  are  disposed  of. 

Major  ATKINSON.— That  is  entirely  against 
parliamentary  practice.  If  we  assent  to  the 
Appropriation  Bill  we  bhall  be  absolutely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  for  they  can  pro- 
rogue us  without  another  word  being  said.  The 
Premier  might  make  his  speech  on  these  reso- 
lutions, and  prevent  Sbnother  word  being  said. 
I  do  not  like  the  proceeding,  for  it  would  esta- 
blish a  bad- precedent. 

Mr.  SHEPHARD.— I  would  remind  the 
lionourable  member  for  Egmont  that,  in  1879, 
the  Appropriation  Bill  was  passed  by  this 
House  before  the  Railways  Construction  Bill 
was  read,  which  led  to  a  considerable  amount 
'  of  difficulty  afterwards.  It  was  one  of  the 
most  important  measures  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  it  was  not  dealt  with  finally  until 
the  Appropriation  Bill  had  been  sent  to  the 
other  Chamber. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  move.  That  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  be  read  a  third  time.  I  am  very 
Anxious,  as  I  am  sure  all  other  honourable 
members  are,  to  hear  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  deliver  the  speech  which  he  has 
promised  to  deliver  on  the  occasion,  with  regard 
to  such  incidents  of  the  past  session  as  he  may 
think  it  desirable  to  refer  to. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  very  sorry,  at  the 
present  moment,  to  have  to  say  anything  on 
this  question,  for  I  am  not  at  all  in  the  humour 
to  talk ;  but,  still,  I  cajmot  allow  the  Appro- 
priation Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time  without 
making  a  few  remarks  upon  what  has  occurred 
during  the  session  which  is  now  drawing  to  a 
close.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentleman  took 
office  with  a  great  flourishing  of  trumpets. 
With  banners  flying  and  drums  beating  the 
honourable  gentleman  took  a  seat  on  those 
benches,  and  he  assured  us  and  the  country 
that  he  was  going  to  do  great  works — not  in  the 
future,  but  in  the  present.  They  were  to  be 
done  immediately ;  but  the  honourable  gentle- 
man was  ejected  shortly  after  obtaining  his 
seat,  and  no  sooner  did  he  get  on  this  side  of 
the  House  than  he  told  us  that,  if  he  had  only 
been  allowed  to  remain  for  a  month  longer,  the 
whole  of  the  promises  which  he  had  made 
-would  have  been  in  course  of  fulfilment. 

]VIr.  STOUT.— Hear,  hear. 
•  Major  ATKINSON.— "Hear,  hear,"  says  the 
honourable  gentleman.  Well,  it  was  a  very 
unfortunate  ^ap,  that  of  ten  days,  which  caused 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  forget  all  the 
great  schemes  he  had  in  view,  and  apparently 
rendered  him  entirely  incapable  of  giving  effect 
to  them  at  all  during  the  current  session.  But, 
Sir,  upon  regaining  possession  of  the  Treasury 
benches,  the  Premier  has  declared  that  every- 
thing that  was  i:^.  that  Queen's  Speech  he  ap- 
proved of,  and  the  Gk>vemment  are  going  to 
.give  effect  to. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Hear,  hear. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Treasurer  says, 
"  Hear,  hear."    So  I  am  quite  right  in  build- 
.ing  any  argument  I  may  have  on  the  Queen's 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


Speech.  Now,  what  did  he  undertake  to  do  ? 
And  what  has  he  done  ?  He  undertook  to  push 
on  the  public  works  with  much  greater  vigoor 
than  they  had  been  carried  on  before. 

Mr.  holmes!— He  has  not  the  money. 

Major  ATKINSON.— He  has  not  asked  for 
money.  He  undertook  to  push  on  the  public 
works  with  very  much  greater  vigour  than  be- 
fore. He  told  us  that  departmental  expendi- 
ture could  be  greatly  contracted  ;  that  taxation 
was  a  gre^bt  deal  too  much,  and  was  to  be 
reduced ;  and  he  had  told  us  before — and  we 
were  led  to  believe  it  from  the  subsequent 
speeches  of  the  honourable  gentleman — that, 
with  regard  to  education,  we  could  obtain  quite 
as  good  an  article  at  a  greatly  reduced  rate. 
He  led  the  country  to  beUeve  from  one  end  to 
the  other  that  the  magic  wand  was  to  be  waved, 
and  that  gold  was  to  shower  down  upon  the 
land ;  tl\^t  prosperity  was  to  be  restored,  and 
that  our  difficulties  were  to  vanish  as  the 
morning  mist.  And  a  large  number  of  the 
members  of  this  House  believed  his  statement; 
the  country  still  believes  in  him  to  a  certain 
extent.  The  way  in  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  come  forward,  and  the  way  in 
which  he  has  been  supported,  especially  by  a 
certain  section  of  Canterbury,  reminds  me  of 
an  incident  in  the  history  of  the  great  people  to 
whom  the  honourable  gentleman  himself  be- 
longs. It  will  be  recollected  that,  when  Mosed 
left  his  children  of  Israel  for  a  time,  the  people 
did  not  know  what  had  become  of  him,  and 
they  demanded  of  Aaron  that  he  should  make 
them  a  golden  calf.  That  is  the  position  which 
the  Canterbury  members  especially,  or  a  large 
portion  of  them,  have  taken  up. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Who  is  Aaron  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  Colonial  Treasurer 
is  Aaron,  and  he,  in  obedience  to  those  honour- 
able gentlemen,  made  a  calf.  He  made  a 
molten  calf,  and  has  set  it  up  to  be  worshipped, 
and  those  honourable  gentlemen  have  bowed 
dovm  and  worshipped  the  calf  that  he  has  set 
up ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  House  and 
the  people  of  New  Zealand  will,  before  very 
long,  ask,  "  What  have  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land done  that  this  gentleman  should  compel 
them  to  do  such  a  thing  as  once  more  to  fall 
down  and  worship  the  golden  calf  not  only  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  but  the  golden  calf  of 
the  present  day — falling  down  and  worshipping 
the  golden  calf  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man has  set  up  ?  "  The  Nemesis  that  followed 
the  worship  of  the  golden  calf  then,  will  foDow 
this,  and  follow  it  very  early;  and  especially 
my  honourable  friends  from  Canterbuiy  will 
feel,  to  a  great  extent,  the  bitter  disappoint- 
ment, the  bitter  regret,  of  having  gone  oat  of 
the  right  way  and  worshipped  the  golden  calf 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  set  up.  It  is 
all  very  well  for  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
tell  us  that  these  are  the  gods  that  have 
brought  us  out  of  the  land  of  Eg3rpt;  but  we 
know  they  are  not,  and  we  know  the  worship 
we  are  now  rendering  to  this  golden  calf  wiU 
never  carry  us  on  through  the  wilderness  we 
are  supposed  to  be  in,  and  wUl  never  lead  ns  to 
the  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  Now. 
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I  ask  let  ns  see  what  this  honourable  gentle- 
man has  done  for  as — how  he  has  fulfilled  his 
promises.    Let  me  begin  with  the  last.    What 
about  education?     Where  is  the  reduction? 
The  honourable  gentleman  brings  down  an  in- 
crease, and  tells  us  this  is  the  natural  increase, 
Iwcaase  there  are  more  children  coming  under 
school  age.     We  know  the  children  increase 
evezy  year.    It  is  true  the  honourable  gentle- 
man did  make  a  proposition  that  no  increase 
,     should  be  given,  and  that  5s.  should  be  cut  of! ; 
I     bat  the  very  instant  he  found  the  feeling  in 
»    this  House  he  very  wisely  —  and  I  give  him 
\    every  credit  for  it — retired  from  that  position, 
and  was   content  to   increase   the   estimates 
instead   of    decreasing   them.    Where  is   the 
honourable  gentleman's  pledge  in  this  matter  ? 
Why  has  he  not  —  if  he  is  as  capable  as  he 
«ays  he   is,  and  as  he  has  led  the  country 
to  believe  he  is  —  why  has  he  not  given  us 
as  good  an  education  system  as  before  at  a 
greatly-reduced  rate  ?    Where  are  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  promises  to  this  effect,  and 
what  changes  are  there  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  will  fulfil  his  promises?    Has  he 
'    given  us  any  reason  at  all  for  not  having  ful- 
I    filled  them  ?     I  ask  him  to  tell  us  the  direction 
I    in  which  he  is  going  to  move  in  this  matter.    Is 
j    he  going  to  give  us  as  effective '  a  system  at  a 
I    very  greatly  reduced  cost  ?    If  the  honourable 
gentlema^  cannot  toll  us  that,  he  is  there — to 
that  extent,  at  any  rate — on  false  pretences. 
Then,  Sir,  just  follow  on  to  this  public  works 
business.     What  do  we  find  tliere  ?     I  showed 
tile  other  night  that  all  the  honourable  gentle- 
men asked,  and  all   that  they  have  got  left, 
adding  the  two  together,  was,  at  the  outside, 
£900,000  to  spend  upon  land  and  construction 
of  railways.     My  honourable  friend  the  Minis- 
ter for  Public  Works  did  not  refer  to  that  at 
alL    He  did  not  attempt  to  answer  that  point. 
But  the  country  should  know  that  the  total 
amount,   according   to   their   own  figures,  for 
the  current  year  and  next  year,  cannot  be  more 
than  £900,0(X).     I  do  not  believe  myself  that 
it  can  exceed  £800,000,  unless  they  starve  other 
services,   for   which  I  do  not  know  how  they 
are  to  provide  money  except  out  of  the  balance 
of  the  loan.  How  is  it  possible  to  push  on  public 
works  with  the  vigour  they  undertook   to  do, 
when  they  have  only  £450,000  a  year  to  spend 
in  this  manner  ?     I  ask  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, how  is  he  to  fulfil  his  pledge  in  this  mat- 
ter ?  How  is  it  possible  for  him  to  do  it  ?  These 
are  the  two  most  important  tilings  the  honour- 
able gentleman  undertook.    Then,  he  also  un- 
dertook generally  to  reduce  the  departmental 
expenditure.     That,  he  says,  can  be  "greatly 
contracted."     I  do  not  know  what  that  means. 
I  suppose  it  means  reduced ;  but  it  may  have 
some  mystic  meaning  that  I  do  not  know.    But, 
I  say,   has  the  honourable  gentleman  fulfilled 
this  promise  ?     Has  he  attempted  to  make  re- 
ductions ?    No,  Sir ;  there  is  increase  upon  in- 
crease, and,  if  honourable  gentlemen  will  look 
at  the  total  amount,  after  deducting  the  neces- 
sary increase,  they  will  find  that  the  estimates 
are  increased,   and  not  decreased.     What  is 
there  more?    There  are  two  more  Chairmen 


of  Committees,  to  whom  £100  each  has  been 
given.  Why,  I  do  not  know.  The  House  some 
time  ago  considered  that  was  not  to  be  done. 
Why  the  honourable  gentleman,  when  he  says 
that  the  expenditure  ought  to  be  greatly  de- 
creased, should  take  upon  himself  to  recom- 
mend us  to  make  a  larger  expenditure  upon 
the  members  of  this  House  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
imderstand,  and  I  think  the  country  will  not 
be  satisfied  with  the  proposals  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman  in  this  respect.  Then,  what 
has  been  the  course  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man all  through  the  session?  What  was  his 
course  the  other  night,  when  he  was  replying 
to  the  criticisms  which  I  made  on  the  Public 
Works  Statement  ?  It  was  simply  this :  to  im- 
mediately attack  the  late  Government.  Not 
one  word  did  he  say  about  the  Statement.  He 
did  not  attempt  to  defend  one  single  point 
on  which  that  Statement  was  attacked.  He 
carried  war  into  the  enemy's  camp  by  telling 
the  House  how  wicked  the  late  Government 
was,-  and  I  particularly.  I  do  not  care  for 
that.  I  am  not  at  all  ashamed  of  anything  I 
did.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  rather  proud  of  it. 
I  venture  to  think  that,  when  the  country  has 
time  to  really  see  what  the  late  Government 
did,  the  people  will  not  only  be  thoroughly 
satisfied,  but  will  feel  proud  that  they  had 
such  a  Government  to  rule  over  them  so  long. 
Let  that  be  as  it  may,  what  the  country  wants 
is  not  that  the  honourable  gentleman  should 
tell  them  of  the  wickednesses  of  the  late  Gk)- 
vernment,  but  that  he  should  explain  his  own 
doings,  and  what  he  is  going  to  do  to  benefit 
the  country.  Now,  I  have  no  doubt  that, 
directly  the  honourable  gentleman  replies  to 
me  this  afternoon,  we  shall  not  hear  anything 
at  all  about  what  he  intends  to  do :  that  will 
not  answer  his  purpose  at  all ;  but  wo  shall 
hear  a  long  account  of  the  wickedness  of 
the  late  Government.  I  wish  he  would  turn 
his  attention  to  explaining  what  he  is  going 
to  do  himself,  for  he  has  got  a  very  great 
deal  to  explain ;  and,  although  it  is  quite  true 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  appears  to  be 
floating  with  the  tide  at  the  present  time,  I 
warn  him  that  he  cannot  live,  like  the  bear, 
too  long  upon  his  own  fat.  If  the  winter  is  too 
long  the  bear  gets  very  thin ;  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  is  now,  I  venture  to  say,  pre- 
suming upon  his  past  reputation.  He  is  like 
the  dormant  bear,  living  on  the  credit  of  years 
past.  And  now  I  must  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  these  district  railways,  because  the 
honourable  gentleman  is  always  leading  the 
House  to  believe,  and  is  constantly  iiisinuat- 
ing,  that  one  of  his  reasons  for  taking  these 
railways  over  was  that  the  late  Government 
advanced  money  to  them  improperly.  I  have 
answered  that  a  good  many  times,  and  I  shall 
answer  it  every  time  it  crops  up  again.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  the  truth  of  the 
assertion  that  the  constant  dripping  of  water 
wears  away  stones,  and  he  thinks  that  if  he  can 
reiterate  this  statement  a  great  many  times 
he  can  get  people  to  believe  him.  The  only 
remedy  I  have  is  to  keep  the  stone  moving 
from  under  the  drip,  and  I  mean  to  do  that  by 
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keeping  on  contradicting  him  eyerj  time  he 
makes  such  a  statement.  I  am  going  to  teU 
the  House  the  particulars  of  this. 

Mr.  HOLMES.— Indeed ! 

Major  ATKINSON,— If  my  honourable  friend 
the  member  for  Ghristchurch  South  is  not 
enjoying  what  I  say,  I  should  not  mind  at  all 
if  he  would  leave  the  chamber,  because,  if  he 
will  excuse  me,  I  would  say  that  his  interjec- 
tions are  not  altogether  polite.  I  do  not  mind 
being  interrupted,  but  our  time  is  very  short, 
and  when  I  am  interrupted  I  generally  have  a 
dig  at  the  person  interrupting  me  :  but  I  would 
rather  continue  the  thread  of  my  discourse, 
and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  does  not  ap- 
preciate what  I  say  he  should  leave  the 
chamber.  No  doubt  he  has  a  very  hard  skin, 
and  disguises  the  pain  he  is  sufiering  under 
that  melodious 'laugh  for  which  he  is  now  so 
noted.  The  honourable  gentleman  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  addressing  the  House  if  he  de- 
sires to  do  so ;  but  if  he  interrupts  me  I  shall 
have  to  reply  to  his  interruptions,  and  I  wajit 
to  pursue  my  arguments.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  Waimea  Plains  Bailway  and  the  Duntroon 
Bailway,  it  has  always  been  represented  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  that  the  money  was 
advanced  from  the  Trust  Funds.  That  has 
been  put  to  the  House  several  times,  and  some 
honourable  members  really  believed  that  it 
was  from  the  Trust  FuAds.  It  was  no  such 
thing. 

Mr.  STOUT.— From  the  Public  Works  Fimd. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  it  was  simply  from 
the  Public  Works  Fund,  and  .  it  should  have 
been  so  stated ;  but  it  has  been  several  times 
stated  ^te  differently.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man did  not  mean  it  perhaps,  but  he  stated 
so  distinctly.  Now,  in  1879  the  Government, 
seeing  the  difficulties  that  were  likely  to  accrue 
upon  these  railways,"  thought  it  desirable  that 
they  should  purchase  the  railways  right  out. 
The  House  was  very  indignant  at  the  proposal, 
and  would  not  agree  to  it.  It  was  felt  that,  if 
something  were  not  done,  the  works  on  these 
lines  would  have  to  be  stopped.  The  House, 
taking  these  matters  into  consideration,  autho- 
rized the  Government  to  guarantee  sixty  thou- 
sand pounds'  worth  of  debentures  in  aid  of  these 
railways.  Now,  £40,000  of  that  amount  went  to 
the  Waimea  Plains  Bailway.  That  amount  was 
guaranteed,  and  it  was  done  under  the  autho- 
rity of  this  House.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
deny  the  full  responsibility  of  the  Government, 
and,  as  a  leading  member  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, I  am  willing  to  take  my  full  responsi- 
bility in  this  matter.  But,  Sir,  whatever  that 
responsibility  was,  it  was  shared  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  House,  which  authorized  the 
Government  to  make  these  advances,  or,  rather, 
to  guarantee  these  debentures.  The  company 
applied  for  a  guarantee  of  £56,000.  The  Go- 
Temment  found  itself  in  this  position :  It  was 
1)ound  in  honour  to  carry  out  the  decision  of 
this  House  to  guarantee  these  debentures.  If 
it  had  not  done  so  the  line  would  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  private  persons,  who  would 
liave  derived  an  enormous  advantag:e  from  that; 
ibnd  the  debentures,  which  then  stood  at  6 
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or  7  per  cent.,  would  have  been  worth,  with 
the  guarantee,  £112  or  £120  for  every  £100 
guaranteed.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I  have  always  looked  upon  the  Waimea 
Plains  Bailway  as  a  part  of  the  trunk  lines  of 
th^  colony,  and  I  have  always  felt  that  sooner 
or  later  the  Government  would  have  to  buy 
that  railway.  Therefore  I  considered  whethi^ 
it  was  right  to  permit  these  debentures  to  be 
sold,  as  they  could  immediately  have  been, 
wifh  the  guarantee  of  the  Government,  and 
thus  put  a  large  sum  of  money  into  some  per* 
sons'  pockets,  and  by  which  the  matter  would 
have  been  very  much  complicated  when  the 
time  came  for  the  Government  to  take  the  rail- 
way over.  As  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  approved  of 
the  investment  of  money  of  the  Insurance  De- 
partment at  par  in  these  debentures ;  and  I  will 
say  this:  that,  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
does  not  make  any  bargain  for  the  Waimea 
Plains  Bailway,  those  debentures  are  ample 
security  for  the  money  advanced,  and  are  a 
most  excellent  investment  for  the  Insurance- 
Department.  The  honourable  gentleman  has. 
since  acknowledged  that  to  be  the  fact ;  and  if 
the  department  does  its  duty  he  will  not  gefe 
these  debentures  at  anything  like  par — so  good 
is  the  investment. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  agree  with  that. 

Major  ATKINSON.— The  honourable  mem- 
ber now  agrees  with  me.  He  agrees  that  I  am 
right  in  that  matter,  at  all  events. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  have  told  the  House  so  a. 
dozen  times. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — WeU,  the  honourable 
gentleman  stated  exactly  the  opposite  to  this 
House  at  first.  I  am  now  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  matter :  that  the  honour- 
able member  wants  to  purchase  all  these  rail- 
ways upon  entirely  false  grounds.  They  are 
not  purchased,  at  any  rate,  as  security  for  the 
money  borrowed,  as  the  money  is  amply  se- 
cured, and  it  can  be  recovered  at  any  time. 
I  felt  veiy  much  disposed  to  do  my  utmost 
against  the  passing  of  the  District  Bailways 
Leasing  and  Purchasing  Bill;  so  as  to  put  that 
question  to  the  proof ;  but  I  was  overborne  in 
that  by  the  consideration  that  there  was  a 
greater  duty  owing  to  the  ratepayers  and  the 
colony  generally  than  simply  to  defend  my  own 
character  in  t^is  matter.  But  for  this  oon- 
sideration  I  should  have  done  my  utmost  to 
throw  out  the  District  Bailways  Bill.  There 
is  no  question  at  all  about  the  security :  I  am 
as  certain  of  that  as  that  I  stand  here.  So 
much  for  that  part  of  the  question.  Now  I 
come  to  the  £35,000  standing  out.  The  qn»- 
tion  was,  whether  the  Government  should  per- 
mit the  company  to  be  wound  up  and  the  rail- 
way to  be  purchased  at  a  low  rate,  or  allow  a 
rate  to  be  levied  on  the  settlers.  The  rail^'ay 
would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  third  per- 
sons at  a  low  price,  and  no  benefit  would 
have  been  conferred  upon  the  colony.  .  I  say 
the  Government  had  to  consider  whether  it. 
should  advance  that  £35,000.  I  agreed  to  ad- 
vance £35,000  upon  railway  debentures,  and  tiie 
efiect  of  that  was  that  the  line  fell  into  the- 
hands  of.  the  Gowmments  and  is  there  still* 
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!Fhe  Insoranoe  Department  has  as  security  de- 
lienfeores  worth  £110,000  or  £112,000,  then  the 
guarantee  of  the  Government  for  £40,000,  and 
then  the  uncalled  capital,  in  addition  to  the 
^ue  of  the  line.    That  was  all  placed  by  an 
instrmnent  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Trustee 
as  security,  and  there  could  be  no  'better  se- 
cnrity  for  t^e  purpose  of  obtaining  good  inter- 
est, until  the  Government  was  in  a  position 
to  deal  with  the  railways.    The  Government 
eonld  at  any  moment  foreclose,  and  the  rail- 
way may  be  sold  for  more  than  tl^at  amount. 
I  felt  bound  to  say  this,  in  my  own  defence. 
Now  I  come  to  the  Duntroon  Railway.     The 
House    authorized   a  sum  of  £20,000   to    be 
advanced.     The  Government  had  to  consider 
whether  they  should   exercise  the  authority 
which  this  House  had  given  them,  or  guaran- 
tee the  £20,000  upon  what  was  most  excellent 
security.    The  matter  was  carefully  considered; 
and  the  GovemmeAt,  looking  at  the  position 
of  the    railway,    and  not    being  disposed  to 
invest   in   guaranteed  debentures   themselves, 
determined  that  they  would  not  guarantee  any 
debentures,  but   would  pay  for   the  comple- 
taon.  of    the  line.      They  had  full  authority 
under  the    Public  Revenues  Act  to  take  up 
debentures  for  £20,000,  if  the  House  and  the 
Government  were  agreed  to-  do  so.    That  was 
done  with  the  full  knowledge  of   the  House, 
and  I  will  further  say  that,  if    the  honour- 
able gentleman  now  chooses  to  foreclose,  the 
£20,000  will  cover  the  full  interest  without  any 
deficiency    whatever.      There  is  no  difficulty 
whatever  about  recovering  the  amount,  and  it 
could  be  recovered.    The  Crown  Solicitor  in 
Donedin  —  Mr.  Haggitt  —  a  man  of  very  high 
standing  in  the  profession,  approved  of   the 
deed.    That  is  the  position  of  tnese  funds.    I 
wish  to  put  it  to  the  House  that  no  more  was* 
advanced  than  the  House  authorized  the  Go- 
vernment to  advance. 
Mr.  HOLMES.— When? 
Major  ATKINSON.  — In  1879,  when  I  was 
Colonial  Treasurer.    The  House  was  asked  to 
give  that  authority,  when  it  would  not  give  us 
authority  to  purchase  the  line.    It  was  done 
by  Act — the  last  clause,  I  think,  of  "  The  Pub- 
lic Works  Act,  1879."    The  sum-  of  £60,000  was 
authorized  to  be  advanced  to  these  railways. 
So  much  for  the  statements' made  regarding  the 
district  railways.     The  security  is  good,  and 
there  is  not  the  least  occasion  to  go  on  v^th 
the  purchase  of  these  lines  on  these  grounds. 
The  honourable  gentleman  only  weakened  his 
case  by  proposing  to  purchase  them  on  the  pre- 
text of  protecting  public  money  invested,  or  by 
bringing  this  question  of  security  forward  as  one 
reason  to  induce  the  House  to  purchase  them. 
Had  myself  and  other  honourable  members  not 
iieen  actuated  by  a  sense  of  a  higher  duty,  we 
'  should  have  gone  against  the  proposal  of  the 
Government  on  this  ground  and  on  this  ground 
<mly.    Now,  Sir,  I  will  go  back  to  the  finance 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  general.    This 
is  a  very  important    question    indeed.      The 
honourable    gentleman    undoubtedly  led    the 
country  to  believe  that  he  could  make  both 
ends  meet  by  some  real  relief  to  the  country. 


We,  who  knew  pretty  well  what  was  the  state 
of  the  public  accounts  and  the  public  finance, 
knew  that  the  thing  was  absolutely  impossible, 
unless — as  I  have  pointed  out  on  several  occa* 
sions,  and  as  every  one  knew  who  had  followed 
the  matter — the  -  honourable  gentleman  was 
prepared  to  release  the  SinJdng  Fund.  We 
pointed  out  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  do  that  during  the 
current  year,  unless  he  borrowed  money  in 
aid  of  the  Consolidated  Fund.  That  was  all 
pointed  out  to  him  by  myself  and  by  other 
honourable  gentlemen  at  the  beginning  of 
the  session.  And  that  has  come  to  pass.  The 
honourable  gentleman  has  taken  our  only 
nest-egg,  •  and  has  thereby  destroyed,  I  ven- 
ture to  say,  the  only  possibility  of  hereafter 
arranging  our  finances  on  a  satisfactory  basis, 
as  we  had  hoped  to  do  when  these  loans  fell  in 
in  the  ordinary  course.  And  why  has  it  been 
done?  There  is  no  honourable  gentleman 
who  can  answer;  no  honourable  gentleman 
can  say  that  it  is  for  the  good  of  the  country 
that  this  has  been  done.  No  doubt  it  suited 
some  honourable  gentlemen ;  no  doubt  it  was  a 
very  pleasant  thing  to  hear  of  taxation  being 
remitted.  No  doubt,  when  the  settlers  heard 
thati  they  said,  "  What  a  fine  Colonial  Trea- 
surer we  have  got  I  "  but  they  never  heard  that 
the  remission  has  been  made  by  actually  bor- 
rowing to  assist  the  Consolidated  Fund.  But 
that  is  the  position  we  are  in.  We  are  simply 
borrowing  to  assist  the  Consolidated  Fund  in 
order  that  we  may  remit  taxation,  without 
having  given  the  slightest  consideration — not 
one  thought — to  the  question  whether  the  pro- 
perty-tax was  the 'first  tax  that  ought  to  go. 
Sir,  I  confess  that  this  is  a  point  upon  which 
I  feel  the  greatest  anxiety.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  action  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
in  releasing  this  Sinking  Fund  before  its  time, 
by  the  aid  of  borrowing,  has  rendered  it  im- 
possible that  we  can  readjust  our  finance,  as 
most  of  lis  looked  forward  to  doing  when 
this  Sinking  Fund  became  released  by  the 
ordinary  operation  of  the  inscription  of  stock. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  already  mort- 
gaged the  whole  amount  that  he  has  released. 
He  told  us  in  his  Public  Works  Statement  that 
he  will  have  £95,000  a  year*  more.  He  trusts 
for  that  to  ^n  increase  in  the  revenue  from  the 
railways.  Sincerely  I  hope  he  may  get  it,  but 
I  venture  to  say  that  we  are  not  wise  to  count 
our  chickens  before  they  are  hatohed  in  this 
way.  We  are  not  wise  to  lay  ourselves  out  for 
borrowing  a  large  amount  annually,  until  we 
clearly  see  our  way  to  providing  the  necessary 
interest.  I  venture  to  say  that  no  one  who 
reads  the  Public  Works  Statement  can  be 
satisfied  with  it.  The  honourable  gentleman 
passes  that  million  out  of  consideration — the 
third  million  —  and  takes  no  account  of  the 
£28,000 ;  nor  has  he  taken  into  consideration 
the  additional  interest  he  will  have  to  pay  on 
the  money  he  is  borrowing  to  recoup  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  He  knows  this  interest  has 
got  to  b6  provided  for,  but  he  goes  on  just  the 
same  as  if  it  had  not.  I  do  not  want  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the.  House  too  long,  but  I  wish 
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to  put  the  facts  before  the  House,  and  to  show 
my  disapproval  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
action  in  the  very  strongest  language  I  can 
use.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  first  really 
downward  step  that  this  colony  has  yet  taken. 
It  is  a  step  we  cannot  be  justified  in  tcJdng; 
and  what  is  it  taken  for?  It  is  not  taken  to 
enable  us  to  borrow  money  immediately  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  reproductive  works. 
As  I  have  shown,  the  money  is  not  to  be  ap- 
plied to  that  purpose;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  in  a  very  short  time  we  shall  have  to 
go  on  as  we  have  been  going  on,  and  that  our 
difficulties  will  be  quite  as  great  as  they  are 
this  year  and  were  the  year  before,  and  with  no 
chance  of  that  relief  that  we  should  have  had 
if  we  had  only' been  content  to  follow  in  the 
reasonable  and  steady  finance  of  the  late  Go- 
vernment. The  honourable  gentleman  told  us 
of  the  difierence  between  himself  and  the  late 
Government,  and  especially  referred  to  him- 
self in  congratulatory  terms.  He  says,  "  The 
honourable  gentleman  is  always  looking  into 
social  questions.  He  wishes  to  create  a  pauper 
class.  The  patient  is  a  little  low,  and  he  says, 
*  Bleed  >^iTn  more.'  But,"  says  the  honourable 
gentleman,  "  I  will  see  that  no  pauperism  comes 
into  the  colony.  I  say  prosperity  shall  come 
back  to  the  colony.  I,  seeing  the  patient  is  a 
little  low,  shall  give  him  a  generous  diet."  Sir, 
the  action  of  the  honourable  gentleman  is  like 
the  action  of  the  ostrich  who  thrusts  his  head 
into  the  sand  and  will  not  see  the  surround- 
ings. I  ventured  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
colony  to  some  great  social  questions  which  are 
not  seriously  pressing  upon  us  at  present,  but 
which  must  press  upon  us  before  long,  if  we 
do  not  take  steps  to  anticipate  danger.  There 
is  no  harm  in  looking  ahead.  When  in  Aus- 
tralia I  took  some  pains  to  inquire  how  the 
laws  of  dv^tribution  of  property  which  have 
proved  so  troublesome  in  all  English-speaking 
nations  are  working  out  there  ;  and  I  found  that 
in  Sydney  and  Melbourne  the  same  results 
were  noticeable  as  are  noticeable  in  older  coun- 
tries. I  found  a  separation  between  two  classes. 
I  saw  immense  wealth  on  one  hand  and  extreme 
poverty  on  the  other.  And,  Sir,  we  should  have 
experienced  the  same  thing  here  to  a  greater 
extent  than  we  have,  for  it  is  gradually  creeping 
on  us,  were  it  not  that  our  towns  are  small. 
We  have  no  central  capital ;  but,  if  we  had  a 
capital  such  as' Sydney  or  Melboum%,  then  we 
should  see  more  plainly  that  the  laws  which 
are  operating  there  are  operating  here,  and  the 
pauper  would  be  growing  more  fast  than  he  is. 
The  problem  is  awaiting  us,  and  will  demand 
solution.  The  honourable  gentleman  pays  no 
heed  to  it.  He  tells  us  to  shovel  the  money  in, 
to  be  active,  to. go  on  colonizing,  and  never  to 
trouble  about  the  pauper  class.  My  sole  object 
is  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the 
laws  which  govern  the  social  state  in  which  we 
live,  and  to  endeavour,  if  possible,  before  diffi- 
culty arises,  to  make  provision  against  difficul- 
ties which  we  know  must  occur.  But  what 
says  the  honourable  gentleman  ?  "  Let  us  do 
nothing  of  the  kind.  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for 
io-morrow  we  die."  That  is  the  policy  of  the 
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honourable  gentleman.  <'  Let  ns  colonize,  let 
us  have  plenty  of  public  works,  let  us  go  on  88 
we  have  been  going  on,  and  everything  will  be 
right."  That  is  the  difference  between  the 
honourable  gentleman  and  myself.  I  venture 
to  tell  the  people,  and  I  shall  continue  to  tell 
them,  that  there  is  no  royal  road  to  comfort, 
that  there,  is  no  royal  road  to  happiness  in  this 
world,  except  that  of  thrift  and  work.  The 
honourable  gentleman  says,  on  the  other  hand, 
"  A  wave  of  my  wand  will  do  it.  Trust  me  with 
your  finances,  and  I  will  finance  you  out  of 
difficulty."  No  man  in  this  world  ever  financed 
himself  out  of  difficulties,  and  no  colony  ever 
will  — nothing  of  the  kimd  will  get  us  out  of 
our  difficulties ;  and  I  hope  that  %his  policy 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  ,i8  not  going 
to  lead  us  away  from  the  great  truth  that 
work  and  thrift  alone  can  make  us  prosperous, 
and  to  induce  us  to  believe  that  public  works 
will  raise  our  population  above  want.  This 
House  should  recognize  that  our  social  laws  are 
not  satisfactory,  and  that  our  social  state  is 
not  satisfactory ;  and  that  this  great  question 
has  not  only  to  be  faced,  but  to  be  decQt  with. 
To  say  that  a  vigorous  public  works  policy  is 
going  to  get  us  over  these  difficulties  is  to  tell 
us  what  we  shall  find  out,  to  our  great  grief  and 
sorrow,  and  something  worse,  I  am  airaid,  is 
not  at  all  in  accordance  with  fact.  We  have 
got  to  look  this  question  in  the  face,  and  we 
must  not  think  that  falling  down  and  worship- 
ping the  golden  calf  will  carry  us  into  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  How  is  it  pos- 
sible that  our  finances  can  be  put  upon  a  satis- 
factory basis  ?  How  can  we  do  it  ?  The  Go- 
vernment have  seized  the  only  fund  that 
would  have  given*  us  time  to  turn  round  and 
consider  our  position.  '  Then,  I  ask,  why 
have  the  Government  not  stated  their  views 
upon  this  great  lopal  -  government  question? 
What  is  their  view.  I  suppose  it  goes  some- 
what on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  honourable 
member  for  Napier.  But  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Napier,  like  many  other  gentlemen, 
has  never  condescended  to  give  us  particulars. 
He  says,  "  Let  us  have  united  districts,  whose 
interests  are  in  common,  and  let  us  have  them 
as  large  as  possible,  and  let  us  give  them  large 
revenues."  And  what  is  to  be  their  revenue? 
The  power  of  taxation  I  And  the  taxation  is  to 
be  on  the  basis  of  a  land-tax  1  And  yet  it  is 
not  to  be  on  the  basis  of  a  land-tax,  for  the 
whole  idea,  the  whole  principle,  of  a  land-tax  is 
give%i  up,  because  the  honourable  gentlemaa 
proposes  to  allow  ample  exemptions  —  a  fair 
margin.  It  is  not  to  be  a  pure  land-tax.  It 
is  to  be  something  else  —  a  tax  upon  blocks  of 
land  above  a  certain  size,  not  on  the  small 
holdings,  so  that  everybody  who  is  a  small 
holder  is  to  escape  paying  a  fair  quota  of  the 
general  expenses  of  a  district.  But  I  woald 
ask  the  House  to  consider  for  a  moment  the 
meaning  of  this.  Take  the  district  between 
here  and  Napier.  How  are  you  going  to  get 
the  main  road  between  these  two  points  main- 
tained ?  By  the  owners  of  land  along  that 
road?  I  think  not.'  Then,  how  are  you  goiDg 
to  get  a  poor  district  to  maintain  a  road  lead- 
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ing  from  one  important  centre  to  another  ?  I 
shall  be  told  that  the  districts  will  be  made 
sufficiently  large  to  do  it ;  but  will  any  honour- 
able gentleman  tell  me  for  a  moment  that  the 
country  will  submit  to  that  ?  I  ask  the  House 
to  consider  what  people  in  thin,  straggling  dis- 
tricts will  do.  I  ask  the  honourable  member 
for  Wanganui,  does  he  think  that  Patea  will  con- 
sent to  be  governed  by  Wanganuf,  or  does  he 
think  that  the  people  of  Hangitikei  will  consent 
to  be  governed  by  Wanganui,  or  would  Wanga- 
nui consent  to  be  governed  by  Wellington,  or 
the  Wairarapa  by  the  Hutt  ?  No ;  the  thing 
is  impossible.  I  ask  honourable  gentlemen  to 
compare  their  personal  knowledge  with  the 
propositions  that  have  been  suggested,  and  they 
will  see  that  the  thing  is  impossible.  Then, 
we  hear  of  the  charge  of  maintaining  the 
police  being  put  upon  the  districts,  with  some 
other  charges,  to  the  extent,  in  the  whole, 
of  some  hundred  thousand  pounds.  But  where 
is  the  money  to  come  from?  Then,  we  know 
vety  well  that  the  whole  tendency  is  towards 
splitting  up  counties,  instead  of  extending 
them.  Many  very  large  counties  were  consti- 
tuted under  the  Counties  Act,  but  owing  to 
local  jealousies  they  were  divided.  So  great  is 
the  jealousy  that  exists  between  localities  that 
the  whole  tendency  still  is  not  to  an  increase 
in  the  size  of  counties,  but  to  a  diminution. 
There  is  a  general  feeling  that,  where'  a  small 
knot  of  persons  get  together,  they  are  bound  to 
manipulate  rates  and  revenue  to  the  advantage 
of  their  own  "portion  of  the  district.  I  do  not 
say  whether  the  statement  is  true,  but  certainly 
it  is  the  universal  belief;  and  yet  the  one 
panacea  the  honourable  gentleman  has  for  all 
our  evils  is  based  upon  a  system  which  ignores 
the  existence  of  that  feeling.  Everything 
hinges  on  that.  Well,  now,  I  say  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  have  sketched 
out  how  they  will  get  over  these  difficulties. 
When  they  took  away  the  Sinking  Fund  they 
should  have  given  us  some  scheme  which  would 
enable  us  to  say  that  the  finance  of  the  coun- 
try was  satisfactory.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
difficulties  into  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man will  lead  ,us  will  not  easily  be  got  rid  of  ; 
>  and,  if  honourable  members  go  back  to  their 
constituents  with  the  feeling  that  great  sums 
are  to  be  spent,  they  will  be  greatly  disap- 
pointed at  the  rate  at  which  works  are  going  to 
progress.  The  evil  the  honourable  gentleman 
oas  done  is  that  he  has  raised  great  expecta- 
tions throughout  the  colony,  and  tried  to  make 
people  believe  they  can  get  out  of  difficulty 
without  hard  work  and  thrift.  It  can  never 
be  done.  I  ask  the  honourable  gentleman,  in 
reply,  to  point  out  why  he  has  not  given  us 
any  relief  on  this  education  expenditure,  which 
was  such  an  easy  matter.  Why  has  he  not 
gieatly  reduced  the  departmental  expenditure, 
which  he  was  going  to  do  ?  Why  has  he  in- 
creased the  expenditure  of  this  House  ?  I  shall 
be  told  that  all  this  cannot  be  done  in  a  hurry. 
"Hear,  hear,'*  an  honourable  member  says. 
Then  why  did  the  honourable  gentleman  say 
that  be  could  do  it?  Here  it  is  in  the  Gover- 
nor's Speech.    Why  did  he  tell  the  electors  of 


Ghristchurch  that  all  this  was  to  be  done? 
Why  did  he  say,  **  Only  give  me  the  power,  and 
it  will  be  done  "7  Of  course  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  had  to  turn  his  attention  to 
other  matters.  Then,  I  ask  the  honourable 
gentleman  to  tell  us  his  reasons  for  this :  I  ask 
him  to  tell  us  why,  if  he  is  going  to  push  on 
public  works,  he  has  not  made  provision  to  do 
it.  Of  course  the  reason  is  this;  it  is  evi-  ^ 
dent  enough :  The  honourable  gentleman  talked 
without  a  full  sense  of  responsibility ;  at  any 
rate,  if  not  without  a  sense  of  responsibility,  he 
talked  without  a  full  knowledge  of  the  affairs 
of  the  country.  He  has  now  found  that  what 
the  Hall  Government  undertook  in  1879,  and 
more  particularly  in  1882,  was  actually  given 
effect  to— that  is,  that  the  money  should  be  so 
tied  up,  that  the  work  should  be  so  fixed  by 
Parliament,  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
any  Government,  new  or  old,  to  deal  with  the 
money  as  we  had  been  used  to  deal  with  it 
before.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  not 
then  recognized  that  fact ;  but  he  has  recog- 
nized it  now,  and  he  has  also  recognized  the 
tone  of  this  House — that  the  House  is  not  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  an  extravagant  scheme  of 
expenditure;  and,  of  course,  the  expectations 
that  have  been  raised  must  cause  very  great 
discontent  throughout  the  country  as  soon  as 
the  people  recognize  the  facts  I  have  described. 
I  wUl  simply  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
myself  is  really  a  difference  of  principle.  I 
have  pushed  on,  as  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  colonization  and  the  public  works  of 
the  colony  vigorously  and  continuously  without 
break.  All  the  statements  with  regard  to  the 
Government  dozing,  those  diagrams  in  the  Pub- 
lic Works  Statement  show  to  be  untrue.  If 
honourable  gentlemen  look  they  will  see  that 
great  progress  with  public  works  has  been  made 
ever  since  the  House  and  the  country  deter- 
mined they  should  be  carried  on.  But  those 
honourable  gentlemen  now  come  in  with  a 
flourish,  and  tell  us  that  the  work  must  be  ex- 
pedited :  at  the  same  time  they  provide  no 
means  to  do  it.  No  doubt  more  railways  can 
be  opened  this  year  than  were  opened  before^ 
because  the  Government  have  been  gradually 
bringing  certain  lines  to  a  head ;  but  it  will  not 
be  owing  to  the  vigour  of  those  honourable 
gentlemen:  it  will  be  owing  to  the  natural 
falling-in  of  the  contracts.  I  ask  honourable 
gentlemen  not  to  take  my  word  or  the  Colonial 
Treasurer's  word  for  it.  I  ask  them  to  turn  to 
the  Statement,  and  there  find  the  facts  as  ta 
what  has  actually  been  done.  They  will  find  in 
those  diagrams  steady  and  persistent  progress 
throughout.  We  have  not,  as  the  honourable 
gentleman  would  lead  the  House  to  believe^ 
gone  to  work  spasmodically.  We  have  looked 
as  far  ahead  as,  apd  farther  than,  the  honour- 
able gentleman.  We  scud  that  for  three  year? 
we  could  safely  spend  £1,000,000  a  year  in 
public  works ;  but  we  took  upon  ourselves — and 
the  House  approved  of  it  last  year— ^to  depart 
slightly  from  that  course,  owing  to  'the  great 
depression  throughout  the  coimtry  consequent 
upon  the  low  prices  of  our  produce.    We  took 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


504 


Appropriation  Bill. 


[HOUSE.]       Appropriation  Bill.        [Nov.  8 


upon  ourselves  to  exceed  that  rate  of  expen- 
diture by  £300,000  or  £400,000.  Hence  the 
only  '*  anticipation,"  as  it  is  called,  and  that 
not  properly,  because  the  only  anticipation  of 
the  third  million  was  in  order  to  help  the  coun- 
try over  that  difficulty;  and  the  House  has 
approved  of  wh^-t  we  have  done.  I  think  the 
real  difference  between  the  honourable  gentle- 
man and  myself  is  simply  this:  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  professes  to  do  a  great 
deal  more  than  he  intends  to  do  ;  that  he  blows 
his  trumpet  very  hard  when  he  says,  **  We 
must  have  continuous  works,  continuous  colo- 
nization"— as  though  that  had  not  been  the 
scheme  of  the  late  Government  and  the  House. 
Sir,  almost  every  word,  certainly  every  idea, 
with  regard  to  steady  progress,  with  regard  to 
the  introduction  of  population,  and  with  regard 
to  the  money  to  be  borrowed,  that  is  in  this 
Public  Works  Statement  can  be  found  in  the 
Public  Works  Statement  of  my  honourable 
friend  Mr.  Johnston,  and  the  Financial  State- 
ment of  myself,  to  this  House.  There  is  no 
difference  whatever;  and  the  only  difference, 
as  I  have  said,  is  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man would  make  us  believe  that  he  is  going  to 
do  great  things.  He  would  tell  us  that  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  poverty — that  we  must  not 
believe  in  it ;  and  he  will  make  no  provision  for 
it  except  by  a  poor-rate :  the  honourable  gentle- 
man regretted  that  he  had  not  put  on  a  poor- 
rate,  and  if  that  is  not  a  recognition  of  it  in  its 
very  worst  form  I  do  not  know  what  is.  But 
the  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  we  need  have 
no  fear  about  that  if  we  only  adopt  his  plan  of 
spending  large  sums  of  money.  I  venture  to 
think  that  the  country  will  yet  wake  up  and 
find  out  thQ  whole  of  the  sham  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  proposals,  and  will  find  out 
also  that  wherein  they  differ  from  ours  in  any 
respect  they  differ  for  the  worse. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — The  honourable  member  has 
made  a  rather  singular  speech,  since  he  has  so 
•  mixed  up  a  defence  of  himself  with  an  attack 
upon  the  present  Government  that  it  is  hard 
to  draw  the  line  between  the  two.  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  follow  him  as  much  as  possible  in 
regard  to  those  points  on  which  he  has  attacked 
us,  and  in  regard  to  those  points  on  which  he 
has  defended  his  own  Government.  I  shall,  if 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  try  to  let  him  off 
as  lightly  as  possible.  It  almost  .seems  un- 
generous to  press  hardly  upon  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  if  he  really  feels  any  conso- 
lation at  this,  the  eleventh,  hour  of  the  session, 
in  defending  himself,  after  having  failed  to 
do  so  during  all  the  previous  session.  If  it 
is  any  satisfaction  to  him,  in  a  thin  House, 
when  all  the  members  have  disappeared,  to 
take  this  consolation,  it  is  hard  perhaps  that 
I  should  begrudge  it  to  him.  However,  it 
appears  necessary  that  I  should  say  a  little 
on  the  various  points.  I  shall  touch  lightly 
upon  them,  and  then  go  into  the  question  of 
what  is  really  the  history  of  the  sed-sion.  First 
of  all,  I  refer  to  a  statement  of  the  honour- 
able genlAeman.  He  says  that  we  have  in- 
creased the  public  works  salaries  and  the 
officers  in  that  department.  My  colleague 
Mcy'or  Atkinson 


explained  that  that  was  simply  taking  the 
House  into  his  confidence :  that  he  did  not  pay 
salaries  out  of  votes  for  railways  authorized  i>y 
the  House,  but  he  allowed  the  House  to  know 
what  officers  were  in  the  employment  of  the 
department.  He  pointed  out  that,  under  the 
guise  of  a  so-called  reduction  made  some  two 
or  three  years  ago  by  the  Government,  they  had 
taken  officers  off  the  estimates  —  off  the  per- 
manent staff — and  kept  them  on  by  employing 
them  as  supernumeraries  charged  upon  the 
various  railways.  I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber had  better  have  left  that  question  alone. 

Jilajor  ATKINSON.— I  do  not  think  bo  at  aU, 
because  that  is  not  so. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — That  statement  was  made 
in  the  House.  Why  did  not  the  honourable 
gentleman  contradict  it  when  speaking?  I  daie 
say  my  colleague,  if  necessary,  could  give  the 
names  of  the  officers.  Then,  as  regards  the 
payment  of  two  Chairmen  of  Select  Commit- 
tees, it  is  a  very  paltry  subject  to  bring  down 
at  this  time  of  the  session  ;  but  the  two  Select 
Committees  strongly  recommended  that  their 
Chairmen  should  be  paid.  The  Government, 
in  obedience  to  that  wish,  gave  the  House  an  I 
opportunity  of  voting  the  sum  in  the  one  case ;  ; 
6bnd,  in  the  other,  the  recommendation  not 
having  come  down  before  the  estimates  weie  i 
finished,  the  Government  took  upon  itself  the 
responsibility  of  meeting  the  wishes  of  the 
House  expressed  by  resolution.  I  should  think 
the  honourable  gentleman  must  be  very  hard- 
driven  to  find  fault  with  the  Government  when 
he  has  to  mention  an  instance  of  that  kind. 
Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  has  really 
misrepresented  us  in  what  he  said  about  pro- 
secuting public  works  with  vigour.  I  have 
looked  into  the  Speech  presented  at  the  open- 
ing of  Parliament,  for  which  he  rightly  holds 
us  responsible,  and  I  think  we  explained  in  it 
very  plainly  and  clearly  what  we  proposed  to 
do  with  public  works.  I  shall  come  to  that  di- 
rectly and  separately.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man contrived  to  mix  up  what  I  had  said 
previously  and  what  had  been  said  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  implied  that  I 
was  inconsistent,  because  the  Government  had 
not  literally  carried  out  the  promises  which  I 
had  made,  or  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
charges  me  with  making,  on  occasions  when 
I  had  addressed  public  meetings.  He  did  not 
expressly  refer  to  the  occasions.  Let  me  ait 
once  say  this :  that,  as  regards  the  question 
of  the  reduction  of  the  cost  of  education,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  effect  what  I  expressed 
in  several  addresses  which  I  had  made  to  the 
country,  and  what  I  thought  I  should  be  able 
to  effect.  But  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  fly 
in  the  face  of  the  country,  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  country  is  so  enamourea  of  the 
present  system  of  education  that  it  is  impa- 
tient of  any  interference  with  it.  I  am  still 
of  opinion  that  the  education  system  is  more 
costly  than  we  can  well  afford,  and  that  we 
might  get  an  equally  good  article  at  a  less  cost 
to  the  consolidated  revenue.  I  have  never 
said  that  we  pay  the  teachers  too  highly,  or 
that  it  was  imprudent  to  teach  children ;  bat  I 
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have  said  that  the  cost  was  too  much  cast  upon 
the  consolidated  revenue,  and  not  sufficiently 
localized ;  and  I  also  think  that,  when  children 
idmost  in  arins  are  charged  to  the  State,  the 
course  taken  is  a  mistaken  one.  I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  an  honourahle  gentleman  in  this 
House  who  would  be  cruel  enough  to  send  a 
child  of  his  own  to  school  for  the  purpose  of 
being  educated  at  five  years  of  age.  And  yet 
•  we  pay  £4  each  for  children  of  five  years 
of  age,  and,  when  we  ask  why  this  is  done, 
we  are  told,  "  Oh,  if  we  do  not  admit  children 
of  five  years  of  age,  the  local  Oommittees 
will  not  have  enough  to  spend  upon  educa- 
tion." I  would  much  sooner  give  £6  each  for 
all  those  children  who  ought  to  be  educated 
than  make  up  the  amount  by  pretending  to  edu- 
<»te  children  who  ought  rather  to  be  in  their 
mothers*  arms  than  in,  school.  That  is  my 
opinion,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  express  it; 
but  I  believe  it  is  not  shared  by  my  colleagues 
altogether.  My  honourable  friend  the  Premier 
has  very  liberal  views  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of.  education.  We  have  not  been  able 
to  lessen  the  expenditure  during  the  present 
session,  and  as  to  what  we  may  do  next 
session  with  regard  to  this  subject  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  promise.  Now,  Sir,  in  re- 
gard to  the  question  of  the  district  railways, 
it  seems  very  odd  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man should  have  come  down  ut  this  period  of 
the  session  to  defend  himself ;  but,  as  far  as  ho 
has  made  an  explanation,  I  will  follow  him. 
He  says  that  the  House  authorized  him  to 
;guarantee  £60,000.  I  suppose  the  House  did 
not  do  that  spontaneously,  but  that  it  was  done 
at  the  instixnce  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
and  his  Government.  And  then  he  tells  us  that 
he  guaranteed  £40,000,  which  was  worth  a  con- 
siderable premium  with  a  Government  gua- 
rantee of  6  percent.,  and  sold  it  to  the  Insur- 
■ance  Department.  I  acknowledge  it  was  more 
prudent  to  do  that  than  to  give  it  to  private 
mdividuals ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that,  if  the 
Government  is  going  to  guarajitee  debentures, 
it  would  be  better  to  say,  *•  We  will  guarantee 
4-per-cent.  debentures,  and  you  can  obtain  par 
for  them."  What  is  the  object  of  guaranteemg 
€-per-cent.  debentures  ?  Look  at  the  ridiculous 
position  in  which  he  placed  himself  this  after- 
noon !  He  told  us,  with  regard  to  the  Waimea 
Plains  Railway,  that  he  had  always  considered 
that  the  Government  must  purchase  that  line 
-as  part  of  the  main  trunk  line.  Wo  know  very 
well  that  it  must  be  so ;  and  the  company,  to 
put  pressure  on  the  Government  to  buy  the 
line,  are  running  trains  at  such  times  as  will 
be  most  inconvenient  to  the  main  trunk  line, 
so  that  persons  wishing  to  go  from  Dunedin 
to  the  Lakes  cannot  go  right  through  in  one 
day.  Then,  what  does  he  tell  us  with  regard 
4»  this  line?  That  he  guaranteed  £40,000  at 
6  per  cent.,  and  bought  £35,000  at  6^  per  cent. 
Kow,  the  interest  on  £40,000  at  6  per  cent,  and 
£35,000  at  6^  per  cent,  amounts  to  £4,587  a 
year.  That  represents  the  £75,000  which  the 
Government  holds  in  debentures;  but  if  the 
■Government  had  bought  the  whole  line  they 
vould  have  got  it  at  a  less  rate  of  interest 


than  these  debentures  represent.  The  Govern* 
ment  books  show  that  the  whole  line  cost 
£108,000,  for  which  the  Government  could  have 
issued  4-per-cent.  debentures.  In  other  words, 
the  Government  would  have  had  to  pay  for  this 
£108,000  interest  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent., 
amounting  to  £4,320  a  year,  and  the  whole- 
line  would  have  become  their  property;  in- 
stead of  which  the  Government  has  to  gua- 
rantee £40,000  and  buy  £35,000,  at  an  annual 
cost  of  £4,587,  part  of  which  the  Treasury  has 
to  pay  to  the  Insurance  Fund,  the  guaran- 
tee not  being  complete,  and  the  other  part 
making  no  return,  as  the  company  is  in  de- 
fault. Can  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  which 
would  be  the  more  prudent  manner  of  dealing 
with  the  question?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man may  have  very,  good  aspirations  and  in- 
tentions, but  he  evidently  has  not  sufficient 
resource  in  himself,  or  sufficient  common-sense, 
to  carry  them  out.  He  knew  that  he  ought  to 
have  bought  this  railway,  but  he  did  not  know 
how  to  do  it.  Put  a  child  down  to  any  task 
and  tell  him  to  do  it ;  he  will  try,  and,  if  he  has 
not  intelligence,  what  will  he  do?  He  will 
leave  it  undone.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  make 
these  remarks,  but,  holding  the  opinions  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  does  with  regard  to 
this  railway,  he  should  not  have  said  what 
he  did  just  now.*  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
dealing  with  the  Sinking  Fund  being  an  im- 
moral proceeding,  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  referred  to  the  matter  so  very  often  this 
session  that  I  am  boimd  to  refer  to  it  very  often 
too.  I  have  to  tell  him  once  more  that  he  is 
absolutely  wrong  in  saying  that  we  are  going  to 
seize  the  Sinking  Fund.  We  liave  distinctly 
stated  in  our  proposals  that,  instead  of  taking 
any  part  of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  converted,  we  touch  none  of  it 
until  the  whole  loan  is  converted  without 
leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  suf- 
ficient to  meet  the  full  amount  of  the  out- 
standing liabilities. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  referred  to  the  con- 
tribution, not  to  the  Sinking  Fund.  It  is  the 
contribution  you  pay  into  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  not  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man allows  that  part  of  his  argument. to  fall 
to  the  ground. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  not  mention  it. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Well,  as  to  our  borrowing 
to  pay  this  Sinking  Fund,  the  honourable 
gentleman  can  put  it  in  that  way  if  he  Ukes ; 
but  the  transaction  is  really  this :  The  Sinking 
Fund  increases  by  an  annuckl  amount,  and 
we  agree  to  convert  or  create  an  exactly  equi- 
valent amount  of  stock  or  debentures  to 
cover  the  amount  of  the  annual  increase. 
The  increase  in  the  Sinking  Fund  is  exactly 
represented,  and  when  the  Sinking  Fund  is 
set  free  the  increase  since  March  last  will 
pay  off  the  amounts  created.  There  is  no  dis- 
guise at  all  in  the  matter.  We  carry  oat 
our  engagements  entirely,  and  we  pay  to  the 
Crown  Agents  and  the  bondholders  the  exact 
amount  we  are  entitled  to  pay.  The  honour- 
able gentleman  then  accuses  me  of  following 
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in  his  footsteps  as  regards  borrowing ;  and 
then,  in  a  melancholy  manner — distinctive, 
if  I  may  say  so,  of  an  honourable  gentleman 
in  not  remote  contiguity  to  him — lie  charges 
upon  us  all  sorts  of  dangers  that  are  to  come 
upon  the  country  through  our  borrowing  policy, 
which,  in  the  first  place,  he  characterizes  as 
an  imitation  of  his  own.  The  honourable 
gentleman  is  in  a  dilemma  and  he  cannot  get 
out  of  it.  I  know  that  it  is  said  that  lawyers 
give  forty  reasons  why  a  thing  should  not  be, 
and,  if  one  of  them  is  good,  the  other  thirty- 
nine  may  be  rubbish.  I  can  only  suppose 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  acting  on 
that  principle,  when  he  first  says,  "  I  accuse 
you  of  following  me ; "  and  then  he  says,  **  I 
object  to  you  following  me,  and  tell  you  that 
you  are  acting  in  a  most  immoral  manner,  one 
that  is  likely  to  bring  upon  the  country  great 
disasters."  Now,  as  regards  our  proposals  with 
respect  to  local  government,  the  honourable 
gentleman  is  very  doubtful  as  to  what  the 
result  of  our  efforts  will  be.  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  much 
stronger  in  his  anticipations  of  what  we  shall 
not  do  during  the  recess  than  he  is  in  his 
criticism  of  what  we  have  done  during  the 
session.  He  says  that  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  bring  down  an  improved  system  of  local 
government — that  it  is  full  of  evil  and  cannot 
be  improved.  He  tells  us  that  Waifcotara  will 
not  consent  to  be  governed  from  Wanganui, 
nor  from  the  top  of  Mount  Egmont,  and  that 
the  Hutt  will  not  allow  itself  to  be  governed 
from  Hawera,  and  so  on.  I  admit  that  it 
will  be  a  difficult  problem  to  solve ;  but  it 
will  be  time  enough  to  criticise  our  proposals 
when  they  are  brou^t  down.  Of  course  he  is 
quite  right  in  drawing  the  picture  from  his 
own  visual  range;  but  I  must  ask  him  to 
reflect  that  the  whole  system  of  the  coim- 
try  does  not  depend  upon  what  suits  Hawera, 
or  the  top  of  Mount  Egmont,  or  Waitotara. 
We  are  not  now  an  essentially  West  Coast 
Government.  Then,  he  asks  why  we  have 
not  reduced  the  departmental  expenditure. 
I  am  trying  to  follow  his  remarks,  but  he 
referred  to  this  matter  three  different  times. 
The  answer  is,  For  the  very  same  reason  that 
he  told  his  constituents  at  Hawera.  He  said, 
in  effect :  Owing  to  the  dissolution  you  will  gain 
no  good  whatever  from  my  efforts  to  reduce 
departmental  expenditure  during  this  year: 
it  will  be  too  late  for  any  good  to  come  of  it. 
For  the  rest,  I  have  only  to  say  that  we  have 
not  been  able  to  do  anything  in  that  direction 
because  he  would  not  help  us,  for  he  destroyed 
the  Bill  which  had  been  created  after  months 
of  labour  on  the  part  of  various  Civil  servants. 
Sir,  I  cannot,  in  a  history  of  the  session,  in 
conscience,  however  painful  it  is  to  me,  help 
reminding  the  honourable  gentleman  of  this 
matter.  Here  was  a  question  in  which  depart- 
mental officers  were  engaged  day  after  day, 
w6ek  after  week,  and  month  after  month,  the 
outcome  of  which  was  a  Bill  prepared  for  the 
Government,  and  we  were  denied  any  chance 
of .  seeing  it  because  it  was  claimed  that  it 
^as  private  property  1  Then  he  calls  upon 
Sir  J.  Vogel 


me  to  explain  the  increase  in  the  expenditure 
-in  connection  with  this  House ;  though  that 
is  not  much,  for  the  whole  charge  does  not 
amount  to  more  than  £300  or  £400.  It  is 
therefore  not  very  serious  ;  but,  however  small 
the  sum  ms^r  be,  the  Government  should  be 
very  chary  of  interfering  with  the  officera  of 
the  House,  or  of  abusing  its  power  by  bring- 
ing down  votes  as  a  means  of  coercing  or 
obliging  the  officers  of  the  House. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  did  not  refer  to  the 
officers  of  the  House,  but  to  the  membeis  of 
the  House..    That  I  stated  most  distinctly. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Then  the  honourable  mem- 
ber referred  only  to  the  two  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees? He  did  not  refer  to  the  increases  recom- 
mended by  the  Speaker.  We  plead  guilty ;  we 
are  a  bad  Government,  and  you  ought  to  torn 
us  out.  Two  Committees  of  the  House  recom- 
mended that  their  Chftirmen  should  have  £100 
each,  and,  because  we  did  not  use  the  power  at 
our  conmiand  to  frustrate  the  wishes  of  the 
House,  it  was  very  wrong  of  us  indeed— vciy 
wrong.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  mis- 
represented me  entirely  when  he  said  1  stated 
that  the  oniy  remedy  for  dealing  with  chant- 
able  institutions  was  a  poor-rate.  I  never 
said  anything  of  the  kind.  I  said  I  should  be 
glad  that  there  should  be  thrown  upon  local 
bodies  the  charge  of  these  institutions.  And 
here  I  may  say  that  honourable  members  do 
not  appear  to  understand  the  difficulty  of  deal- 
ing with  these  charitable  institutions.  Some- 
body suggested  the  other  day  that  we  should 
knock  off  £20,000.  Some  of  these  institutions 
have  been  cast  directly  upon  the  charge  of  the 
Government,  without  intermediate  bodies  in  the 
shape  of  Conunittees.  Where  there  are  Com- 
mittees in  charge,  the  Government  may  say» 
**  You  must  collect  so  much."  Where  the  Go- 
vernment have  charge  themselves,  what  ara 
they  to  do  ?  I  have  telegrams  almost  every  day 
saying,  *^  I  have  supplied  so  much  milk  to  such 
a  hospital :  when  shall  I  get  my  money?"  If  the 
Government  withdrew,  patients  would  be  left 
without  food,  without  care,  and  the  institutionB 
without  expenditure.  What  we  wish  is  to  get 
local  bodies  to  take  charge  of  these  institutions, 
and  then  to  deal  with  these  local  bodies;  but 
at  present  these  institutions  are  cast  upon  one 
hands.  Wellington  Hospital  comes  to  us  for 
a  loaf  of  bread,  Christchurch  Hospital  for  a 
pound  of  butter,  Dunedin  Hospital  for  an  extra 
attendant.  There  is  nothing  between  us.  We 
want  some  medium.  The  honourable  gentle- 
man accuses  me  of  casting  about  a  magia 
wand  to  insure  the  prosperity  of  the  colony. 
The  wand  to  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
refers  is  simply  the  wand  of  common-sense,  the 
wand  of  using  natural  causes  which  would  pro-  ' 
duoe  natural  effects,  which  have  been  prevented 
from  being  realized  because  of  the  panic- 
stricken  condition  of  a  Government  without 
resources  and  without  intelligence  to  meet 
difficulties.  Every  one  who  heard  the  honour- 
able gentleman  speak  to-day  could  see  what  a 
fertile  mind  he  has  in  seeing  difficulties;  bat 
he  has  no  idea  how  to  combat  them.  Hia 
plan   is    to    lie  down  under  the  difficolties* 
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instead  of  meeting  them.  The  honourable 
gentleman  talked  of  the  golden  calf,  which 
he  wished  me  to  be  compared  to.  The  some- 
what sacrilegious  comparison  he  applied  also 
in  an  indirect  manner  to  my  constituency 
of  Canterbury,  for  having  taken  me  into  their 
favour.  He  said,  "  You  shall  suffer  the  same 
as  the  Children  of  Israel  suffered,  because  they 
worshipped  the  golden  calf."  I  think  that  was 
^ing  a  little  way  beyond  what  was  quite  proper 
in  the  House.  He  might  have  given  us  the 
corse  of  Kehama,  for  instance,  without  the 
sacrilegious  and  blasphemous  idea  that  he  was 
privileged  on  behalf  of  the  All-Powerful  to  call 
down  on  his  opponents, the  doom  of  old.  For 
'  the  rest,  I  think  the  people  of  Canterbury  had 
much  better  worship  a  golden  calf  than  a 
brazen  one.  But  I  shall  not  push  the  com- 
parison further.  I  have  only  one  other  remark 
to  make  —  about  railways.  It  was  painfully 
evident,  on  reading  the  speeches  which  the 
honoural^e  gentleman  made  during  the  recess, 
that  he  has  no  idea  of  the  object  of  railways. 
He  thinks  that  the  benefit  of  railways  to  a 
district  is  during  the  period  of  construction, 
not  in  the  use  of  the  railways  when  constructed. 
Thus,  the  consequence  was  that  he  spread  his 
butter  very  thin.  He  said,  "  You  shall  have 
a  little  bit  of  a  railway  here  and  there."  He 
was  quite  honest  in  the  matter.  He  said,  '*  I 
do  not  think  railways  anything,  but  I  will  give 
you  a  little  expenditure  here,  there,  and  every- 
where." But  the  present  Government  consider 
that  whatever  railways  they  are  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  constructing  they  should 
caory,  as  quickly  as  possible,  to  a  point  from 
which  they  can  get  returns  of  revenue.  I  was 
speaking  to  a  departmental  officer  of  long 
standing  some  time  ago.  I  said  to  him,  in 
reference  to  the  Auckland- Wellington  Railway, 
"When  do  you  expect  to  get  that  through?  " 
"Oh,  in  eight  years,  I  dare  say."  "What 
do  you  mean?  Are  you  joking?"  I  said. 
"  Well,  we  are  not  allowed  to  do  work  quickly 
now.  It  is  very  much  against  our  wishes,  but 
we  are  not  allowed  to  do  work  quickly ;  the 
benefit  of  construction  is  to  be  spread  over 
4  long  time."  My  honourable  coUeague  pro- 
poses to  open  communication  between  Auck- 
land and  Wellington  in  three  years.  That  is 
the  difference.  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  vith  regard  to  the  session  from  a  purely 
disinterested  point  of  view,  unmindful  of  any 
of  those  petty  questions  which  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  raised  this  afternoon.  Let  us 
see  what  the  history  of  the  session  is.*  After 
testing  the  feeling  of  the  country  in  a  variety 
of  ways,  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  did  not  suf- 
ficiently possess  its  confidence,  and  that  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  resign.  There  were 
some  changes  consequent  upon  the  difficulty 
of  determining  exactly  what  should  be  the 
position  of  the  Government,  and  finally  we. 
came  into  office  about  the  first  week  of  Sep- 
tember. We  stated  that  we  accepted  the 
Gk)vemor's  Speech  as  the  basis  of  our  policy. 
Kow,  Sir,  I  will  just  go  over  thi^t  Speech.  The 
honourable  gentleman  at  one  moment  seemed 


to  me  to  be  inclined  to  do  so.  Then  I  thought 
to  myself,  "  I  have  him :  I  shall  not  have  to  - 
speak:  he  has  only  to  read  our  own  Speech, 
and  that  fs  a  complete  answer  to  all  he  says." 
We  said  in  that  Speech  it  was  inadvisable  to- 
deal  with  questions  of  abstract  policy ;  and  we 
have  avoided  doing  so  as  far  as  possible.  The 
abolition  of  entail  and  the  alteration  of  the 
franchise  have  not  been  carried.  At  the  same* 
time,  in  dealing  with  the  history  of  the  session, . 
I  must  say*  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  to  me,  as  I 
do  believe  it  is  to  honourable  members,  that 
one  measure,  although  it  may  have  been  one  of 
abstract  policy,  has  not  gone  through.  There 
is  no  one  who  has  heard  or  read  the  speech  of 
the  honourable  member  for  Bangitikei  but 
must  have  been  struck  with  the  logic,  com- 
mon-sense, and  pathos  with  which  he  brought? 
the  question  before  the  House ;  and  I  wish  it 
had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  give  effect  to  the  mea- 
sure which  he  proposed.  But,  Sir,  even  that 
has  not  passed.  Now,  as  regards  the  next 
point  we  said  we  should  deal  with — local  in- 
dustries. The  House  has  had  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  Government  considering  that  one 
of  the  most  important  questions  with  which  rt 
has  to  deal.  To  some  extent  we  have  dealt 
with  it,  because  we  have  passed  the  Beet-root 
Sugar  Bill,  a  measure  which  is  calculated 
to  give  a  very  large  amount  of  industry  to  the 
colony.  *  Now,  Sir,  I  know  that  I  see  smiling 
faces  on  honourable  gentlemen  who  fail  to  un- 
derstand that  Bill.  But  I  wish  to  say  this: 
that,  if  the  sugar  industry  were  established,  no 
one  would  come  down  and  propose  an  Excise 
duty  upon  sugar.  The  Bill  is  a  mere  declara-- 
tion  that  there  Fhould  not  be  that  which  there 
would  not  be  without  it.  A  bonus  is  offered  in 
addition,  according  to  the  system  thatThas  been 
adopted  for  a  great  many  years  in  the  colony. 
As  regards  public  works,  I  will  read  what  we 
said,  and  honourable  gentlemen  will  see  how 
incorrectly  the  honourable  gentleman  stated 
that  we  proposed  to  go  far  in  advance  of  the* 
works  which  he  had  left  to  us  as  a  legacy.  We 
knew  enough  at  the  time,  though  young  in 
office,  to  feel  that  the  obligations  cast  upon  us 
by  the  previous  Government  were  of  a  very 
serious  nature.    This  is  what  we  said : — 

"  The  progress  of  public  works  also  demands 
resolute  attention:  It  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
sider carefully  the  position  of  those  now  in 
progress,  with  a  view  to  determining  how  they 
shall  be  proceeded  with.  It  cannot  prdve  eco- 
nomical to  construct  works  in  a  manner  sa 
slow  and  fragmentary  as  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely any  return  from  the  money  expended. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  colony  must  be  careful 
to  restrain  the  exercise  of  its  borrowing  powers- 
within  reasonable  limits. 

"  My  Ministers  consider  that  a  great  deal  of 
the  pressure  which  is  brought  to  bear  on  a 
Government  to  construct  works  in  unprofitable 
fragments  arises  through  the  fear  that,  if  works* 
are  delayed,  parliamentary  authority  for  them 
may  b»  withdrawn,  and  are  therefore  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  expedient  to  determine 
that  the  public  faith  is  pledged,  unless  under 
very  exceptional  circumstances,  to  the  works^ 
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which  Parliament  once  sanctions.  If  this  as- 
surance be  well  understood,  the  various  districts 
concerned  will  be  contented  to  see  "^orks  car- 
ried on  in  a  manner  compatible  with"  early 
rotarns  from  the  expenditure. 

**  My  Ministers  consider  that  great  care 
should  be  exercised  with  regard  to  extending 
existing  engagements.  Some  works  already 
commenced  require  to  'be  carried  on  vigorously 
— such,  for  example,  as  the  Otago  Gcfntral  Rail- 
way. The  small  length  of  line  required  to  con- 
nect Napier  with  PaJmerston  North  should  also 
receive  early  attention. 

**  The  authority  to  continue  the  Nelson  line 
to  Boundell  should  be  extended  to  connecting 
Nelson  with  the  line  between  the  east  and  west 
coasts  of  the  Middle  Island.  The  trunk  system 
of  the  Island  would  then  be  nearly  completed. 

*'  The  line  to  connect  the  east  and  west 
coasts  of  the  Middle  Island,  to  which  I  have 
Just  referred,  is  of  great  importance.  My  Ad- 
visers will  propose  to  you  to  endeavour,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  procure  its  construction  by 
aiding  private  enterprise.  There  is  every  rea- 
son for  believing  that  the  west  coast  of  the 
Middle  Island  possesses  mineral  resources  of 
•enormous  value:  indeed,  as  regards  coal  and 
gold,  th^  existence  of  such  resources  under 
highly -remunerative  conditions  has  been  proved. 
The  proposed  railway  will  greatly  benefit  the 
district ;  but,  for  the  proper  development  of  the 
•capabilities  of  the  West  Coast,  other  measures 
will  be  required  whilst  the  railway  works  are 
in  progress.  I  commend  the  whole  subject  to 
your  earnest  consideration. 

**  The  completion  of  thrpugh  railway  com- 
munication between  Aucklajid  and  Wellington 
is  a  colonial  work  of  vast  importance,  which 
must  be  hastened  to  a  conclusion  with  the 
utmost  possible  expedition.  It  will  be  pro- 
posed to  you  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee  to 
report  which  route  it  would  be  most  expedient 
to  adopt.  Authority  will  be  asked  to  enable 
the  State  to  acquire  extensive  blocks  of  land 
along  the  line  of  this  railway." 

Gould  anything  more  literal  be  imagined 
than  what  we  have  done  during  the  present 
session  in  respect  to  our  promises  put  fortJi' 
in  the  Speech  in  regard  to  public  works  ?  We 
have  pursued  the  idea  of  carrying  all  these 
fragments  of  railways  to  the  nearest  point  that 
will  give  us  returns.  A  Committee  having  re- 
ported <fti  the  matter,  we  have  determined  the 
/route  of  the  North  Island  Trunk  Bailway,  and 
we  shall  proceed  with  it  with  vigour.  We 
have  given  authority  for  private  enterprise  to 
construct  the  East  and  West  Coast  Hailway, 
and  nothing  is  more  indicative  of  the  renewed 
confidence  of  the  coimtry  and  of  the  House 
than  the  fact  that  honourable  members,  con- 
tent with  what  we  said  in  the  Speech,  cdlowed 
the  schedule  of  the  Loan  Bill  to  pass  without 
the  amounts  being  hypothecated  to  each  sepa- 
rate railway — a  thing  they  would  not  have 
dreamt  of  doing  under  the  late  Govemitient. 
The  late  Government  had  to  put  down  in  the 
Three-Million  Loan  Act  every  village  they  in- 
•tended  to  serve.  Why  ?  Because  the  country 
rfelt  no  confidence  in  what  the  Government 
Si/r  J.  Vogel 


contemplated,  and  did  not  believe  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  sufficient  resource  to  carry  on  in 
a  continuous  fashion  the  colonization  policy. 
With  regard  to  the  Native  lands  question,  we 
stated  that  we  would  not  press  the  settlement  <^ 
the  question  this  session,  but  would  endeavonr 
to  deal  with  it  so  as  to  secure  the  interests 
of  the  country  —  to  settle  it  in  a  TnanT^fly 
that  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Natives. 
We  will  set  ourselves,  during  the  recess,  to 
the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  to  enter- 
ing into  such  conferences  with  the  Natives 
as  will  enable  us  to  bring  down  a  measure 
which  will  be  likely  to  have  their  support 
when  it  becomes  law.  Now,  'as  regards  the 
land-tax,  we  stated,  early  in  the  session,  that 
we  should  not  press  for  a  land-tax.  There  was 
a  clear  majority  of  members  in  the  House 
who  believed  that  the  colony  required  a  large 
amount  of  extra  taxation,  and  that,  if  the 
property-tax  were  done  away  with  and  a  land- 
tax  substituted  for  it,  it  would  be  so  large 
as  to  mean  confiscation.  We  were  not  in  a 
position,  until  we  examined  the  question,  to 
say  that  we  should  reduce  taxation.  I  re- 
member, before  the  final  Ministry  was  formed, 
I  was  talking  to  a  member  of  the  House,  who 
is  now  absent — an  influential  member  of  the 
House— and  1  told  him  I  was  convinced  in  my 
own  mind  that  we  should  be  able  to  reduce 
very  largely,  if  not  do  awav  altogether  with,  the 
property-tax.  He  had  before  told  me  tiiat  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  increase  taxation. 
When  I  gave  utterance,  to  that  opinion  he 
looked  at  me  and  looked  at  the  door.  He  evi- 
dently thought  I  was  going  out  of  my  mind, 
and  he  wanted  to  be  sure,  in  case  I  should  be- 
come violent,  that  there  was  a  safe  channel  for 
retreat.  Well,  we  have  not  increased  taxation, 
but  we  have  reduced  the  property-tax  by  one- 
half.  We  have  done  that  which  honourable 
members  opposite  said  they  intended  to  do,  but 
have  not  been  able  to  do.  I  recollect  a  news- 
paper entirely  devoted  to  Major  Atkinson,  and 
which  never  said  aji  unkind  word  of  him, 
writing,  after  the  delivery  of  the  Financial 
Statement,  to  this  effect  about  the  relief  from 
the  Sinking  Fund:  Of  course  Major  Atkin- 
son will  not  object  to  that:  that  was  what 
he  wanted  to  do  in  regard  to  the  Sinking  Fond : 
that  policy  he  won't  object  to :  they  borrowed 
that  policy  from  the  late  Premier.  That  is 
the  substance  of  what  was  stated.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  district  railways,  we  proposed  a 
scheme  for  obtaining  them  cheaply  upon  con- 
ditions that  would  make  it  very  profitable  for 
the  colony  to  acquire  them.  We  did  what 
the  honourable  gentleman  tried  for  several 
years  to  do  and  was  not  able  to  do.  What  we 
proposed  would  have  reduced  the  rates  and 
liabilities  of  the  ratepayers.  Our  scheme 
for  carrying  on  those  railways  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  our  giving  land  for  the  construc- 
tion of  fresh  railways  under  the  Railways  Con- 
struction Act.  The  district  railways  are  in  a 
thoroughly  disorganized  state;  they  are  in  a 
disorganized  condition,  and  they  stand  in  the 
way  of  other  enterprises.  Considering  the 
state  of   the  money-market,  and  the  laige 
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amounts  the  late  Govermuent  placed  upon 
tiiat  market,  I  think  it  may  be  said  that  it  is 
not  bad  policy  for  us  to  give  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  encouraging  the  consfcruction  of  these 
railways.  With  respect  to  the  East  and  West 
Coast  Railway,  whether  the  work  is  under- 
taken by  private  individuals  or  by  the  Grovem- 
ment  there  will  be  a  large  amount  to  be  paid 
for  interest  during  construction.  There  will 
probably  have  to  be  paid  for  interest  during 
the  course  of  the  construction  of  the  work  a 
sum  of  from  £250,000  to  £300,000 :  it  will  suit 
us  much  better  not  to  have,  to  pay  that,  to  be 
a  charge  upon  our  revenue.  It  will  pay  us 
better  to  sacrifice  a  large  amount  of  land  which 
is  utterly  useless  to  us  without  a  railway.  I 
hope  the  railway  will  be  carried  out,  but  I 
am  not  quite  sanguine  that  such  will  be  the 
case  now.  Another  charge  that  has  been  very 
freely  made  against  me  during  the  session  is 
that  I  have  indulged  in  personalities.  I  am 
not  aware  that  I  have  done  so,  except  in  one 
case,  or  one  case  and  a  half. '  I  was  perfectly 
justified  as  regards  the  honourable  member 
for .  Geraldine.  He  gave  me  ample  provoca- 
tion on  several  occasions,  and  I  could  not  pos- 
sibly overlook  it,  although  I  endeavoured  to  do 
BO.  With  regard  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwjm,  I  hope  no  ill  feeling  rests  in  the 
honourable  member's  mind  on  account  of  any- 
thing that  has  happened.  I  do  not  know,  I 
am  sure,  whether  he  began  it  or  I  began  it. 
The  honourable  member  for  Waitotara  accused 
me  of  constantly  *'  nagging."  It  was  necessaiy 
for  me  constantly  to  refer  to  the  history  of 
the  past,  and  if,  in  referring  to  that  history, 
I  was  not  able  to  do  so  in  terms  that  were 
agreeable  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  could 
not  help  it.  When  he  comes  back  to  these 
benches  he  will  be  making  the  same  reflec- 
tions upon  his  predecessors.  I  do  not  think 
I  indulged  in  any  remarks  that  the  honour- 
able gentleman  could  consider  personal  or  ill- 
natured.  I  must  say  that  I  shaire  the  feeling 
of  the  House  that,  whether  or  not  we  agree 
altogether  with  the  honourable  member,  we 
cannot  fail  to  admire  the  honest  and  straight- 
forward manner  in  which  he  discharges  his 
gubiio  duties.  A  complaint  made  by  the 
onourable  gentleman's  late  colleague  was 
that  the  work  of  the  session  has  so  favour- 
ably impressed  the  country.  Well,  surely  that 
is  our  merit,  and  not  our  demerit.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  measures  we  have  brought 
in — the  West  Coast  Settlement  Bill,  the  Bail- 
way  Bills,  the  mail  service,  the  North  Island 
Trunk  Bailway,  the  Beet-root  Sugar  Bill,  the 
steam  service  with  the  South  Sea  Islands— 
that  these  measures  are  calculated  to  stimu- 
late the  industry  and  enterprise  of  the  colo- 
nists; and  that  they  have  been  favourably 
accepted  throughout  the  colony  is  rather  a 
matter  for  congratulation  than  for  blame.  Of 
course  it  must  be  inconvenient  to  the  honour- 
able gentleman  to  find  others  stepping  into  his 
shoes  and  doing  this  work.  That  is  what  we 
are  proud  of,  and  we  surely  ought  not  to  be 
blamed  for  it.  I  have  only  to  say  this :  that, 
when  we  are  doing  all  this  work — if  he  is 


right  in  stating  that  we  are  only  following  in 
the  honourable  gentleman's  footsteps,  and  not 
exceeding  what  he  himself  would  have  done, 
then  he  must  allow  that  we  are  undeserving  of 
censure.  The  very  name  of  this  Govemmeat 
has  given  confidence  to  the  colony.  The  first 
day  I  took  office  I  received  a  telegram  fr6m 
a  distant  part  of  the  colony  to  this  effect : 
'*  Large  sale  effected ;  largest  sale  effected  for 
some  months.  Confidence  restored."  I  am 
obliged  to  hurry  on  my  remarks,  as  I  do  not 
desire  to  detain  the  House  beyond  the  usual, 
hour  for  adjournment.  Now,  with  regard  to 
the  recess :  There  are  three  great  subjects 
to  which  we  have  to  devote  ourselves  during 
the  recess — one  dealing  with  the  question  of 
local  government,  another  dealing  with  local 
industries,  and  the  third  dealing  with  Native 
lands  and  with  questions  relating  to  the  en- 
couraging of  settlement'  along  the  lines  of 
railway — ^not  settlement  in  large  estates,  but 
the  settlement  of  the  people  in  small  areas,, 
and  the  constituting  in  this  colony  of  a  happy 
yeomanry — "its  country's  pride."  These  are- 
the  great  questions  we  have  to  deal  with  during 
the  recess  ;  and  it  will  be  time  enough  for  the 
honourable  member  to  complain  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  dealt  with  when  we  come 
down  next  session  and  state  what  we  have 
done.  Arduous  as  has  been  our  work  during 
the  session,  our  work  is  certainly  not  at  an 
end ;  we  have  equally  arduous  work  before  us. 
At  this  last  hour  of  the  session,  when  we  are 
about  to  part,  it  would  be  more  in  keeping 
with  what  honourable  members  owe  to  the 
colony  if  they  were  to  say,  "Let  us  do  what 
we  can  to  encourage  the  Government  in  its 
exertions  to  benefit  the  colony;  let  us  not 
indulge  in  captious  criticism ;  let  us  not  try  to 
throw  odium  upon  their  work  in  the  pa^t,  or 
try  to  reduce  their  energies  and  exertions  for* 
good  in  the  future."  I  shall  not  say  more  in 
reply  to  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member. 
I  trust  I  have  said  sufficient  to  show  that  this 
session  has  not  been  barren  of  results,  and  that 
we  are  not  unmindful  of  the  duty  that  still 
lies  before  us. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

ANNEXATION  AND  FEDERATION. 
Mr.  STOUT. — In  moving  these  resolutions 
in  regard  to  federation  with  the  AustralasipJi 
Colonies,  I  regret  very  much  that  I  have  to 
bring  them  forward  at  this  time  of  the  session ; 
but,  as  honourable  members  are  aware,  the 
session  has  been  of  such  a  nature  that  it 
was  almost  impossible,  if  we  were  to  get  our 
Bills  passed,  that  this  discussion  should  have 
been  begun  sooner.  Seeing,  also,  that  we  have 
not,  perhaps,  a  long  time  to  consider  these 
resolutions,  I  shall  have  to  make  my  remarks 
as  brief  as  possible.  The  resolutions  may  be 
divided  into  two  heads.  There  are,  first,  the 
resolutions  which  deal  generally  with  what  was 
done  at  the  Convention;  and,  secondly,  the 
resolutions  dealing  with  the  establishment  of  a 
Federal  Council.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  leajn, 
and  judging  by  the  amendments  of  which 
notice  has  been  given,  there  does  not  seem  to 
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-be  objection  to  any  of  the  resolutions  that  deal 
.generally  with  the  duty  of  the  Australasian 
^lonies  towards  tlie  Pacific  Islands  and  towards 
.tjie  Mother  -  country.  The  only  difference  of 
opinion  is  in  regard  to  the  Federal  Council. 
I  have,  however,  one  or  two  words  to  say  about 
these  general  resolutions.  They  deal,  first, 
with  the  question  of  foreign  Powers  acquiring 
dominion  in  the  Pacific,  and  I  apprehend  that 
the  House  will  at  ouce  agree  with  the  first 
resolution;  the  second  follows,  necessarily, 
from  the  first ;  and  the  third  deals  with  the 
question  of  New  Guinea.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  second  resolution,  wliich  I  ask  the 
House  to  agree  to,  as  carrying  out  the  gene- 
ral resolutions,  commits  us  to  pay  a  share, 
according  to  our  population,  of  the  sum  of 
£15,000  asked  for  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. Honourable  gentlemen  wlio  have  fol- 
lowed the  correspondence  which  has  been 
laid  upon  the  table  are  already  aware  that 
Lord  Derby  said  to  the  colonies  tliat,  if  they 
desired  a  protectorate  over  New  Guinea,  they 
must  be  pre  pared  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  High 
Commissioner,  and  also  to  aid  in  providing  him 
with  a  steamer,  or  some  other  accommodation, 
for  getting  about  the  islands.  Ho  proposed 
that  they  should  coutriljuto  £15,000;  and  I 
think  all  the  colonies  have  consented  to  pay 
their  share  of  the  .£lo,iKX) — I  meiui  all  the  colo- 
nies to  whom  the  question  has  been  put — Tas- 
mania, South  Australia,  Victoria,  New  South 
Wales,  Fiji,  and  Queensland.  In  fact,  most  of  the 
colonies  have  ))assed  special  Acts  providing  for 
tlie  payment  of  tlieir  proportion  of  the  amount. 
Since  the  question  came  up  at  the  Convention, 
as  honourable  members  are  aware,  the  Homo 
Government  have  proclaimed  a  protectorate, 
not  over  New  Guinea,  but  over  a  part  of  it — 
the  southern  portion  of  it ;  and,  after  that  was 
done,  a  telegram  was  sent  to  the  colonies  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  stating 
that  General  Scratchley  had  been  appointed 
Special  Commissioner  to  control  the  British 
Protectorate  in  New  Guinea,  and  that  he  would 
sail  about  tiie  20th  November.  He  goes  on  to 
say,— 

*'  Please  inquire,  and  state  by  telegraph, 
whether  your  Government,  and  other  contri- 
buting Governments,  agree  to  be  represented  in 
the  Coimcil.  It  is  intended  that  Special  Com- 
missioner, who  will  be  independent  of  High 
Conunissioner,  shall  have  jurisdiction  over  all 
persons  within  British  Protectorate  ;  and  that 
no  land  shall  be  acquired  there,  except  through 
him.  He  also  will  be  Deputy-Commissioner 
for  portions  of  New  Guinea  outside  British 
Protectorate.  Admiralty  recommend  purchase 
in  England,  steamer  for  Special  Commissioner  ; 
estimated  cost,  arrive  in  Svdney,  £16,000  or 
£18,000.  To  make  him  efficient,  £15,000  gua- 
ranteed must  be  considerably  increased." 

It  will  also  bo  noticed  that  several  of  the 
colonies  which  agreed  to  pay  tlieir  proportion  of 
£15,000  have  refused  to  give  the  second  contri- 
bution asked  ;  and,  so  far  as  tlie  Government  of 
New  Zealand  is  concerned,  we  do  not  see  our  way 
to  advise  this  Parliament  to  give  any  further 
aid  than  the  proportion  of  £15,000  according  to 
Mr,  Stout 


population,  because  we  feel  that,  so  far  as  New 
Guinea  is  concerned,  New  Zealand  has  prac> 
tically  little  interest  in  its  Protectorate.     We 
hope,  however,  that  if  a  Protectorate  is  esta- 
blished for  New  Guinea  that  will  only  be  the 
beghming  of  a  further  Protectorate  that  will 
include  many  Pacific  Islands  not  now  under 
any  settled  Government,  and  our  objoct  in  ask* 
ing  the  House  to  agree  to  this  resolution  to  pay 
a  proportion  of  £15,000  is  to  see,  if  a  proper  Pro- 
tectorate is  created  for  New  Guinea,  whether 
the   English  Government  will  not  extend  the 
Protectorate  over  other  islands.      This  ques- 
tion touches  on  the  relationship  in  which  we 
should  stand  to  the  Pacific  Islands,  and  how 
the  Pacific  should  in  future  be  governed.    That 
may  be  termed  the  first  question  which  arises 
before  I  come  to  deal  with  the  question  of  the 
Federal  Council ;  and  I  apprehend  that  to  New 
Zealand,  more  than  to  the  Continent  of  Aus- 
tralia, the  future  government  of  the   Pacific 
Islands  is   of  immense    importance.      It  was 
pointed   out    long   ago,   by  a  celebrated  geo- 
grapher —  Guyot  —  that   New    Zealand  was, 
strange  to  say,  the  centre  of  what  he  termed 
•*  the  Water  Hemisphere  ;  "  and  it  was  pointed 
out  by  him  that,  if   New  Zealand  made  the 
most  of  her  opportunities,  she  would  come  to 
be   looked  upon  as  the  centre  of   the  Pacific 
Islands,    giving    to    them    her    manufactured 
goods  and  receiving  from  them  their  raw  pro- 
ducts, being  looked  upon  as  their  commercial 
d6p6t.      And   I   may  point  out   that,   in   the 
older  days,  this   was    seen   by  many  in  New 
Zealand.     The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land  East,   in   the   grants  of   land   which  he 
made  to  various  Churches  for  the  purpose  of 
education,  put  a  provision  in  his  grants  that 
the  endowment  was  to  be  held  for  the  purpose 
of  educating,  not  only  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land, but  children  from   the   Pacific  Islands; 
ajid  I  believe  it  was  his  intention  that  the  sons 
of    chiefs   from   many  of   the  Pacific    Islands 
should  receive  education  in  New  Zealand,  and, 
after  they  left  New  Zealand,  carry  with  them 
the   culture  obtained  here,  and   thus  help  to 
civilize  the  Pacific  Islands.     I  may  go  further 
and  say  that  this  colony  has  enormous  interest 
in  the  question  how  the  Pacific  Islands  are  to 
be  governed   in  the  future.     There  are  three 
points  of  view  from  which  this  question  of  the 
future  of  the  Pacific  Islands  may  be  looked  at. 
There  is,  first,  the  danger  of  a  foreign  Power 
havhig  control  in  the  Pacific  Islands,  in  the — I 
hope  far  remote — contingency  of  any  troubles 
or  war  arising  in  which  we  n^ay  become  impli- 
cated.    There  is,  then,  the  question  of  danger 
to  us  through  any  of  the  Pacific  Islands  being 
made   depots   for  European  criminals.    Then, 
there  is  the  third  point  of  view,  to  which  I  have 
slightly  referred — namely,   the  need  of  closer 
trade  relationship.     As  to  the  first  danger,  of 
foreign  dominion  in  the  Pacitie,  I  apprehend 
that  we,  who  are  laying  the  foundations  of  ft 
new  nation,  must  look  far  aliead  into  the  future 
and  remember  this  :  that  even  a  slight  thingmay 
alter  what  is  termed  the  tide  of  history.    And 
if  we  so  provide  that  the  whole  of  the  Pacific 
Islands  shall  bo  united  together  in  some  bond  of 
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fdendship,  and  that,  whether  they  are  peopled 
hj  one  nationality  or  another  of  Europe,  the 
whole  of  the  islands  shall  be  bound  together 
hj  some  tie,  so  that,  whatever  European 
troubles  might  arise,  we  might  see  no  war  in 
the  Pacific  —  if  we  could  lay  down  the  lines 
of  such  an  agreement,  we  should  be  doing  a 
great  deal  for  our  future,  and  for  the  future 
of  HiQ  race.  Then,  as  to  the  further  question 
•of  criminal  depots,  we  are  met  with  tlus  ques- 
tion now.  We  see  what  has  passed  lately — even 
since  the  Convention  met  in  Sydney — ^in  the 
Senate  in  France,  where  a  very  able  report  has 
been  presented  —  a,*pr^cis  of  which  has  been 
fient  out  by  the  Agent-General — pointing  out 
that  the  French  must  make  New  Caledonia, 
at  all  events,  a  d6p6t  for  her  worst  —  her 
relapsed  —  criminals.  Of  course  these  re- 
lapsed criminals  are  to  be  sent  a  thousand 
now  and  a  thousand  again,  and  they  may  not 
harm  us  in  one  sense.  That  is,  few  of  them 
may  come  to  New  Zealand,  and  'the  few  who 
do  come  may  have  very  little  influence  on  our 
population.  But  we  must  look  at  it  from  this 
point  of  view  :  If  you  have  one  of  the  Pacific 
Islands  set  apart  as  a  d<jp6t  for  the  relapsed 
criminals  of  Europe,  what  does  that  moan? 
Ton  have,  so  to  speak,  a  centre  of  infection. 
No  one,  I  am  sure,  would  object'  to  France, 
Germany,  or  any  of  the  great  European  Powers 
having  an  outlet  for  their  surplus  population  as 
well  as  England  has.  It  would  be  a  very  self- 
ish policy  if  we  tried  to  prevent  any  European 
Power  having  colonies  in  the  Pacific  Islands. 
But  if  we  have  New  Caledonia  and  perhaps 
other  parts  set  aside  as  d6p6ts  for  criminals,  we 
cannot  overlook  the  oflect  of  such  a  policy. 
We  are  to  have  the  worst  kind  of  criminals — 
not  merely  political  criminals ;  they  are  rSci- 
divistes  or  relapsed  criminals;  and  all  history 
shows  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  the 
doctrine  of  heredity.  We  have  not  merely  a 
savage  race,  but  the  worst  kind  of  race  — 
the  criminal  one  —  placed  in  .the  Pacific  Is- 
lands to  be  a  centre  of  infection  for  the  whole 
of  the  Pacific ;  and,  if  this  is  allowed  to  go  on 
without  protest,  we  may  have  Germany  and 
other  European  nations  looking  upon  the  Paci- 
fic Islands  as  a  proper  place  to  get  rid  of  their 
criminals.  Some  may  say  that  there  has  been 
too  much  made  of  this  question ;  but  I  do  not 
think  so,  and  I  think  the  Convention  in  Sydney, 
and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Service,  of  Victoria,  deserve 
.great  credit  for  the  stand  they  have  taken  in 
protesting  against  the  French  possessions  being 
turned  into  mere  criminal  d6pdts.  I  only 
regret  that  perhaps  it  was  not  pointed  out  to 
the  French  people  th&t  the  making  of  their 
oolonies  mere  d6pdts  for  criminals  injures  their 
colonies,  and  injures  the  French  possessions.  I 
do  not  Imow  if  enough  was  made  of  that  in  the 
discussion  that  has  taken  place  in  regard  to  the 
rScidiviste  question.  The  other  question  is  that 
of  trade  relationship.  I  shall  not  take  up  time 
by  dwelling  upon  that.  We  have  had  some 
slight  discussion  on  that  already  this  session 
in  reference  to  the  South  Sea  Trading  Bill,  and 
the  providing  for  a  subsidized  mail  service  for 
Samoa,  Tonga,  and  other  islands.     I  do  not 


think  I  need  refer  to  the^New  Hebrides  ques- 
tion, because  honourable  members  will  re- 
member that  in  1878  that  question  was  taken 
up  by  the  then  Government ;  a  memorandum 
was  written  by  Sir  George  Grey,  and  a  short  note 
by  myself,  which  were  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies,  pointing  out  that  the 
New  Hebrides  ought  to  be  a  British  possession : 
in  fact,  it  once  was  included  in  the  ooundaries 
of  New  Zealand.  I  now  come  to  the  question 
of  the  Federal  Council,  because,  as  I  under- 
stand, it  is  on  that  question  there  is  most  differ- 
ence of  opinion.  I  wish  to  point  out  thc^t  this 
question  of  a  Federal  Council  for  Australasia  is 
not  new.  In  1856  the  question  was  agitated  in 
New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  South  Australia, 
and  amongst  colonists  temporarily  residing  in 
London.  It  is  useful  to  refer  to  wliat  took  place 
twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  years  ago  for  this 
purpose :  to  show  how  our  ideas  on  federation 
have  grown  during  past  years  along  with  the 
growth  of  the  colonies.  In  those  days  the 
question  of  federation  was  considered  a  small 
matter  compared  with  what  it  is  now.  TaJke, 
for  example,  one  of  the  speeches  made  by 
Mr.  Deas  Thomson,  of  Sydney,  who  pointed  out 
what  was  meant  by  a  Federal  Council.  To  him 
a  Federal  Council  meant  a  Council  dealing 
with  seven  subjects :  tariff,  postal  communica- 
tion, intercolonial  railways,  electric  telegraphs, 
lands,  gold  fields,  and  lighthouses.  I  find  that 
the  newspapers  of  that  day  —  the  Melbourne 
ArguSf  for  example  —  thought  that  the  other 
questions  that  would  be  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion of  a  Federal  Council  would  be  the  forma- 
tion of  Courts  of  Appeal,  and  the  question  of 
defence  for  the  colonies.  A  memorial  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  Wentworth,  of  Sydney,  then 
in  London,  setting  forth  the  need  of  a  Federal 
Council.  I  cannob  do  more  than  refer  honour- 
able members  who  desire  to  got  up  the  history 
of  this  subject  to  the  report  dealing  with  the 
question,  prepared  by  some  of  the  ablest  men 
in  Victoria  in  September,  1857.  I  may 
simply  point  out  that  they  raised  the  ques- 
tion whether  there  should  not  be  a  Federal 
Council  or  a  Consultative  Council,  or  some- 
thing between  the  two.  I  refer  to  this  simply 
to  show  the  changes  that  have  arisen  in  our  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  change's  that  have  arisen 
in  the  ideas  of  the  people  on  this  subject  of 
federation.  Twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  years 
ago  New  Zealand  was  not  deemed  a  colony 
interested  in  the  question,  and  there  was  no 
idea  of  bringing  New  Zealand  into  the  proposed 
federal  bond :  in  fact,  Federation  was  looked 
upon  more  in  the  nature  of  what  may  be 
termed  a  continental  union.  What  I  ask  this 
House  to-night  to  consider  is  this  question  of 
union:  I  earnestly  ask  the  House  not  to  do 
anything  that  will  put  a  stop  to  the  idea  of 
union.  It  may  be  that  we  are  not  ripe  for 
federation.  I  do  not  think  we  are.  But,  whether 
we  are  ripe  for  it  or  not,  we  should  take  up 
this  attitude :  that  every  step  we  take  should  be 
taken  with  care,  and  should  be  taken,  I  believe, 
in  a  direction  towards  unity  and  towards  greater 
amity  existing  between  the  colonies.  I  am 
forcibly  reminded  of  this  :  that  even  we  in  New 
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Zealand  have  no  idea  of  what  the  Continent  of 
Australia  is.  I  .do  not  think  we  have  even  an 
idea  of  the  vast  resources  of  one  colony,  looked 
at  merely  from  a  national  point  of  view.  I  do 
not  think  we  have  realized  what  the  future  of 
Australasia  must  he,  and  I  think  that  a  few 
words  of  Tennyson  are  applicable  to  us  in  our 
position.    We  do  not  sufficiently  realize — . 

The  vast  republics  that  may  grow. 
The  Federations  and  the  powers ; 

Titanic  forces  taking  birth 
In  divers  seasons,  divers  climes ; 

For  wa  are  ancients  of  the  earth 
And  in  the  morning  of  the  times. 
I  wisk  to-night  to  give  a  few  statistics  just 
to  bring  before  honourable  members  what  the 
Continent  of  Australia  is.  As  honourable 
gentlemen  probably  know,  I  have  never  lived 
in  Australia;  but  even  passing  through  it  as 
a  traveller,  and  seeing  the  vast  extent  of  its 
resources,  makes  me  think  that  we  in  New  Zea- 
land do  not  recognize  the  extent  of  that  conti- 
nent. Let  me  give  a  few  statistics — and  I  shall 
only  give  a  few  —  showing  what  Australia  is. 
Take  even  the  Colony  of  New  South  Wales. 
Would  any  one  believe  that  New  South  Wales, 
in  extent,  is  as  large  as  the  whole  of  Germany 
and  half  of  France  comlvned  ?  Would  any  one 
believe,  again,  that  the  Colony  of  Queensland  is 
more  than  three  times  the  size  of  the  German 
Empire  ?  And  then,  if  we  take  South  Australia, 
with  its  vast  extension  northwards  to  the  Gulf  of 
Carpentaria,  it  amounts,  in  fact,  to  about  four 
and  a  half  times  the  extent  of  the  whole  of  Ger- 
many. If  you  take,  now,  the  whole  of  the  area 
of  Australia,  including  Tasmania,  you  will  find 
that  it  means  the  enormous  territory  of  3,053,156 
square  milerf.  The  area  of  France,  in  round 
numbers,  is  about  204,000  square  miles,  and  of 
G^ermany  208,000  square  miles ;  while  even  the 
United  States,  with  Alaska  and  all  those  terri- 
tories added,  has  only  an  area  of  3,501,404  square 
miles.  Bearing  these  facts  in  mind,  we  can 
appreciate  how  enormous  the  territory  of  Aus- 
trieklia  is.  And,  then,  one  must  also  remember 
how  small  the  United  States  were  when  they 
became  the  United  States.  They  were  not  as 
large  even  as  Queensland  when  they  became 
States,  on  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
day.  If  in  addition  we  consider  the  enormous 
mineral  resources  of  New  South  Wales  and 
Queensland,  their  agricultural  products,  and 
lie  vast  future  that  must  lie  before  them, 
with  the  vast  population  they  will  sustain — 
if,  I  say,  we  remember  these  things,  we  should 
■weigh  carefully  how  we,  as  a  colony,  declare 
to  stand  aloof  from  the  Continent  of  Australia. 
Keeping  that  in  mind,  I  shall  now  briefly 
point  out  what  this  Federal  Council  means; 
Because  it  seems  to  me  that  there  has  been 
some  misapprehension  as  to  the  proposals  of 
the  Convention.  I  may  say  at  once  that  it 
will  be  seen  from  our  resolutions  that  we  pro- 
pose something  intermediate  between  Federal 
Councils  £tnd  Conventions  of  Delegates  consult- 
ing, because  we  recognize  that  no  Parliament 
should  pass  any  law  which  goes  too  far  in 
advance  of  public  opinion,  and,  if  it  be  that 
public  opinion  in  this  colony  is  not  ripe  for 
federation,  it  would  be  unwise  for  this  Parlia- 
Mr.  Stout 


ment  to  pass  any  law -which  did  not  cany 
with  it  the  sympathies  of  the  people.  Now^ 
what  is  this  Federal  Council  Bill?  Let  me, 
in  as  few  words  as  possible,  bring  before  the 
House  what  may  be  termed  a  bird's-eye  view 
of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  provides  that  a  Federal 
Council  shall  be  constituted,  and  that  the 
sessions  shall  be  held  once  in  every  two  years 
in  some  colony ;  but  the  Governor  may  call  & 
special  session,  and  the  representatives  of  the 
different  colonies  are  to  be  chosen  as  each 
colonial  Parliament  may  decide.  Then,  there 
is  to  be  an  elected  President,  and  only  one 
Chamber ;  and  there  must  fee  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
for  the  time  being,  representing  a  majority  of 
the  colonies  present,  before  there  is  a  quorum. 
This  is  a  very  important  provision.  As  to  its 
legislative  authority,  it  is  to  deal  with  the  fol- 
lowing matters : — 

*'  (a.)  The  relations  of  Australasia  with  the 
islands  of  the  Pacific  ; 

*'  {h.\  Prevention  of  the  influx  of  criminals  ; 

**  (c.)  Fisheries  in  Australasian  waters  beyond 
territorial  limits ; 

*'  (d.)  The  service  of  civil  process  of  the  Courts 
of  any  colony  within  Her  Majesty's  possessions 
in  Australasia  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
colony  in  which  it  is  issued ; 

**  (e.)  The  enforcement  of  judgments  of  Courts 
of  law  of  any  colony  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
colony ; 

**(/.)  The  enforcement  of  criminal  process 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  colony  in  which  it  is 
issued,  and  the  extradition  of  oflenders  (in- 
cluding deserters  of  wives  and  children,  and 
deserters  from  the  Imperial  or  colonial  naval 
or  military  forces) ; 

"  (gf.)  The  custody  of  offenders  on  board  of 
ships  belongiDg  to  Her  Majesty's  coloxiial 
Governments  beyond  territorial  limits." 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  are  all  mat- 
ters over  which  this  Legislature  has  practically 
no  control,  because  we  cannot  deal  with  them 
without  the  consent  of  the  Home  Government 
granting  us  authority  to  do  so  by  special  Im- 
perial Act.  With  regard  to  our  relations  to  the 
Pacific  Islands,  we  have  no  jurisdiction  beyond 
three  miles  outside  our  waters,  without  special 
delegation  from  the  Home  Government.  There- 
fore this  Bill  confers  a  power  on  New  Zealand^ 
for  it  gives  it  a  share  in  legislating  on  matteis 
with  which  at  present  it  cannot  deal.  Then^ 
as  to  the  prevention  of  an  influx  of  criminals, 
wo  have  power  to  pass  laws  on  the  subject,  but 
there  could  be  no  general  law,  and  therefore 
this  gives  us  greater  power.  In  the  same  way, 
additional  power  is  given  with  regard  to  deal- 
ing with  fisheries  in  waters  beyond  territorial 
limits ;  and  so  it  is  with  the  subjects  treated 
of  in  the  remaining  subsections.  All  these  pro- 
visions confer  on  the  Federal  Council  a  legis- 
lative authority  which  we  do  not  possess,  and 
therefore  it  does  not  take  suaything  away  from 
this  Parliajnent.  It  really  gives  to  New  Zea- 
land a  greater  legislative  power  than  she  has  at 
present.  The  only  matters  in  which  lejgislative 
power  is  given  to'  the  Federal  CouncU  which 
might  be  said  to  weaken  our  present  legislative 
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power  are  contained  in  subsection  (h)  of  the 
same  clause  of  the  Bill :  — 

"General  defences,  quarantine,  patents  of 
invention  and  discovery,  copyright,  bills  of  ex- . 
ehange  and  promissory  notes,  unifomiity  of 
weights  and  measures,  recognition  in  other 
colonies  of  any  marriage  or  divorce  duly  solem- 
nized or  decreed  in  any  colony,  naturalization 
•nd  aliens,  status  of  corporations  and  joint- 
stock  companies." 

It  will  be  noticed,  however,  that  none  of 
these  things  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  Federal 
Council  unless  remitted  to  it  by  two  colonies, 
and  the  law  passed  by  the  Federal  Council  is 
only  operative  in  the  colonies  which  ask  for 
the  interference  of  the  Federal  Council.  Now, 
we  ask,  in  these  resolutions,  to  limit  the  power 
of  the  Federal  Council  to  this  extent :  that 
a  law  passed  by  the  Council  shall  not  have 
effect  in  this  colony,  even  if  remitted  to  it 
by  our  colony,  until  it  is  sanctioned  by  our 
own  Legislature.  If,  therefore,  the  resolutions 
which  we  ask  the  House  to  pass  to-night  are 
passed,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  can  be  no 
interference  whatever  with  our  Legislature, 
and  it  would  not  in  any  way  weaken  our  legis- 
lative power.  As  I  pointed  out  before,  this  is 
a  case  in  which  we  ask  for  soniething  interme- 
diate between  a  purely  Federal  Council  and 
some  convention  of  delegates  consulting  to- 
gether for  some  common  purpose.  And,  now, 
having  stated  what  the  object  of  the  Federal 
Council  Bill  is,  and  what  its  provisions  are, 
I  hope  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  it 
does  not,  as  has  been  represented  by  some 
persons,  teike  away  any  legislative  powers  from 
New  Zealand.  The  only  legislative  powers  that 
could  be  taken  away  are  those  contained  in 
subsection  (7i),  and  for  none  of  those  objects 
can  a  law  be  passed  which  will  have  effect  in 
this  colony  until  the  colonial  Parliament  has 
assented  to  it.  We  should  not  be  weakened ; 
09  the  contrary,  we  should  have  a  voice  in  legis- 
lation which  wo  do  not  possess  now,  and  cannot 
possibly  jKJssess  under  our  present  Constitu- 
tion. That  being  so,  I  now  come  to  meet 
some  of  the  objections  that  may  be  raised 
to  this  question  of  federation.  First  of  all, 
I  would  impress  upon  the  House  that,  if  we 
stand  aloof  and  pass  some  amendment  to  the 
effect  that,  because  we  are  insular,  we  should 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Continent  of  Aus- 
tralia, we  shall  be  taking  a  fatal  step  as  re- 
gards New  Zealand.  Even  on  the  narrow 
ground  of  common  defence,  wo  cannot  stand 
aloof  from  Australia;  and  I  go  further  and 
say  that,  if  wc  stand  aloof  from  Australia  and 
break  off  relations  with  it,  as  some  honourable 
members  propose,  v/e  shall  have  no  voice  what- 
ever in  the  future  of  the  Pacific  Islands,  and  in 
the  various  questions  that  must  arise  between 
England  and  her  colonies,  and  between  those 
colonies  themselves  .and  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific.  To  stand  aloof  and  take  up  an  isolated 
position  will  not  strengthen  us,  but  will  rather 
tend  to  weaken  us  ;  and  I  ask  the  House  to  look 
upon  the  question  as  it  will  affect  our  future. 
No  doubt  if  wc  did  anything  to  destroy  our  in- 
dividuaUty  we  should  be  doing  a  wrong  to  the 
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colony.  I  admit  that,  at  once  ;  but,  as  far  as 
this  Bill  is  concerned,  I  see  no  risk  of  merging 
our  individuality  in  a  large  Australasian  Do- 
minion, or  losing  any  of  our  power.  The  only 
danger  lies  in  subsection  (k)j  and  that  we  have 
guarded  against  by  the  limitation  we  have  put 
in  requiring  that  any  law  passed  on  those  sub- 
jects shall  not  have  emy  force  until  sanctioned 
by  our  Legislature.  That  would  give  us  immu- 
nity from  any  peril  of  losing  our  individuality. 
Now,  there  is  another  objection  which  has 
been  urged  to  this  federation,  and  it  is  this :  I 
find  on  the  Order  Paper  a  resolution  dealing 
with  the  wider  question  of  Imperial  federation. 
The  honourable  member  for  Auckland  East 
thinks  that,  if  we  take  this  step  in  Australasian 
federation,  that  may  tend  to  destroy  any  hope 
of  what  is  termed  Imperial  federation ;  and 
the  honourable  member  for  Wairarapa  asks 
that  we  should  add  a  resolution  pointing  out 
the  need  of  Imperial  federation.  Sir,  I  be- 
lieve the  closer  we  can  make  the  alliance 
between  the  Mother-country  and  the  colonies 
the  better.  I  believe  also,  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East,  that,  if  we  could 
get  a  close  alliance  amongst  all  English-speak- 
ing peoples,  it  would  be  an  immense  advantage 
to  the  race,  and  would  perhaps  prevent  futuie 
wars  and  troubles.  But  I  am  forcibly  re- 
minded of  a  passage  which  I  have  met  with 
in  one  of  the  Epistles,  which  I  shall  para- 
phrase. If  we  cannot  love  our  Australian 
neighbours,  who  are  near  to  us,  and  with  whom 
we  are  acquainted  and  in  intimate  trade  re- 
lationship, how  can  we  love  those  of  our  race 
that  are  so  far  distant  from  us  ?  I  say,  if  we 
can  show  that  we  can  ally  ourselves  with  those 
who  are  near  to  us, — if  we  can  come  to  an 
amicable  arrangement  or  agreement  with 
them, — it  will  be  a  proof  that  there  is  some 
chance  of  this  Lnperial  federation,  and  this 
greater  English-speaking  federation.  But,  if 
we  show  by  our  action  that  we  cannot  unite 
even  on  such  elementary  matters  as  these 
provided  in  the  Federal  Council  Bill,  then 
what  is  the  use  of  talking  about  Imperial 
federation?  In  one  sense  we  have  now  Im- 
perial federation.  We  are  part  of  the  British 
Empire  ;  and,  althoujsfhwe  have  no  voice  in  her 
foreign  policy,  yet  I  do  not  know  that  it  would 
bo  wise  for  this  colony  to  attempt  to  have  any 
voice  in  her  foreign  policy,  because  wo  must 
take,  along  with  that,  a  corresponding  responsi- 
bility, and  we  must  pay  for  it  out  of  our  taxes, 
and  we  must  be  liable  to  all  the  incidents  that 
bind  one  part  of  the  Empire  with  the  other. 
•There  is  one  passage  in  one  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
speeches,  delivered  something  like  seventeen  or 
eighteen  years  ogo,  pointing  out  the  strong  posi- 
tion the  colonies  occupied — something  better 
and  stronger  than  Imperial  federation — which  I 
think  appropriate,  and  will  quote.  Speaking 
on  a  Canadian  Loan  Bill  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, he  saj's, — 

*'  We  have  for  a  full  quarter  of  a  century 
acknowledged  absolutely  the  right  of  self-go- 
vernment in  the  colonies.  We  do  not  expect 
tho  laws  of  Canada  or  of  Australia  to  be  modu- 
lated according  to  our  o^^Tl  ideas.    We  grant 
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them  a  greater  freedom  from  interference  than, 
as  amongst  the  three  kingdoms,  the  Legislature 
grants  to  the  peculiar  ideas  that  may  happen 
to  prevail  in  one  of  those  three.  We  have  car- 
ried it  to  this  point:  that,  as  tax  as  regards 
the  Administration,  I  believe  it  may  be  said 
that  the  only  officer  appointed  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  is  the  Governor ;  and  I  believe  there 
cannot  be  a*  doubt  that,  if  it  were  the  well- 
ascertained  desire  of  the  colonies  to  have  the 
appointment  of  their  own  Governor,  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  would  at  once  make  over  to 
them  that  power." 

That  shows  the  enormous  power  that  the 
colonies  have  been  given — a  power  such  as  no 
colonies  of  other  empires  ever  possessed — a 
power,  I  may  say,  unique  in  histoiy.  And  I 
say,  with  regard  to  this  wider  question  of  Im- 
perial federation,  that  we  are  not  ripe  for  that. 
If  we  are  ripe  for  anything,  we  are  only  ripe 
for  this  Australasickn  federation.  We  are  not 
even  ripe  for  Cbmplete  federation  with  the 
other  colonies,  because  that  would  go  further 
than  this  Federal  Council  Bill  goes.  But  we 
are  ripe  for  what  is  stated  in  the  resolutions 
— ^namely,  for  bringing  us  into  closer  and  more 
intimate  connection  with  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies. But  how  is  this  Imperial  federation  to 
be  brought  about  ?  How  is  it  to  be  managed  ? 
The  House  of  Commons  will  not  give  up  its 
power ;  and  I  think  that,  if  we  are  not  ripe  for 
Australasian  federation  now,  we  shall  not  be 
ripe  for  Imperial  federation  perhaps  a  century 
hence.  The  objection  that  has  been  urged — 
namely,  that  this  will,  in  some  way  or  other, 
prevent  Imperial  federation — I  think  I  have 
sufficiently  answered.  And,  now,  let  me  look 
at  some  of  the  dangers  of  federation.  I  ad- 
mit that  there  are  dangers  in  federation. 
There  is  always  a  danger  of  a  strong  Go- 
vernment overriding  weak  Governments.  We 
saw  that  in  Provincialism.  We  saw  what 
may  be  termed  the  federal  States  of  New 
Zealand  being  wiped  out  by  the  central  Go- 
vernment as  soon  as  there  came  a  strong  finan- 
cial pressure;  and  I  regret  to  notice  that 
some  Australian  statesmen,  who  are  advocat- 
ing this  federation,  are  continually  using 
the  word  "  dominion,"  as  if  this  Australasian 
dominion,  as  they  term  it,  is  to  be  akin  to 
Canada.  I  think  we  are  not  ripe  for  that. 
The  question  of  dominion  goes  far  beyond 
federation,  and  the  proposals  contained  in 
this  Federdil  Council  Bill.  That  is  one  danger. 
There  is  always  the  danger  of  the  central  Go* 
vemment  overriding  the  weaker  Governments ; 
but  I  do  not  see,  if  we  agree  to  this  Federal 
Council  Bill,  that  any  danger  can  arise  from 
that,  because  this  Council  is  exceedingly  limited 
in  its  jurisdiction ;  and  I  apprehend  that  the 
Imperial  Gk>vemment  would  never  for  one 
moment  hesitate  to  give  the  right  to  any 
<5olony  to  leave  this  Federation.  liE  there  wets 
any  doubt  about  that,  there  could  be  a  clause 
inserted  in  the  Bill,  so  that  on  the  face  of  its 
•charter  there  should  be  the  right  of  secession 
granted  to  any  colony  in  the  event  of  its  de- 
siring to  leave  the  Federation.  As  far  as  that 
•question  is  concerned,  I  do  not  see  that  any 
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danger  can  arise  from  it ;  but,  if  there  be  a 
danger  from  union  with  AustraJia,  because  of 
the  Federal  Council  overriding  us,  how  much 
greater  would  the  danger  be  if  the  federation 
were  Imperial  and  if  we  were  united  to  Eng- 
land t  That  would  be  a  danger  tenfold  greater. 
I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  the  policy  of  New  Zealand  to  at 
once  break  oS.  negotiations  with  the  AustraUan 
Colonies  and  to  pursue  a  policy  of  isolation. 
Of  course  in  this  respect  we  are  placed  under 
a  great  disadvantage  in  discussing  this  question 
by  the  New  South  Wales  repreeentative  Cham- 
ber declining,  by  one  vote,  to  even  discuss  this 
Federal  Council  Bill.  Those  who  know  the  his- 
tory of  New  South  Wales  politics  can,  however, 
tell  the  reason  why.  I  believe  that  the  feeling 
amongst  the  New  South  Wales  people  for  fede- 
ration, for  union,  is  far  stronger  tiian  in  the  Par- 
liament of  that  colony.  Political  parties  are 
divided  there ;  old  feuds  exist ;  and  the  feeling 
against  Victoria,  and  the  City  of  Melbourne 
especially,  is  so  strong  with  some  of  the  older 
New  South  Wales  politicians  that  they  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  anything  that  is  pressed  for- 
ward by  Victoria.  I  believe  that  had  a  great 
deaJ  to  do  with  the  non-success  of  the  resoln- 
tions  in  the  Sydney  Parliament.  I  have  said 
that  in  that  respect  we  are  placed  at  a  disad^ 
vantage.  The  representative  Chamber  has  not 
concurred  in  these  resolutions,  though  in  the 
Council  they  have  agreed  to  them  and  passed 
them  by  a  considerable  majority.  What,  then, 
should  we  do  in  this  matter  ?  I  again  urge  the 
House  not  to  pursue  a  policy  of  isolation,  and 
the  resolutions  are  so  framed  as  to  prevent  ' 
this.  I  do  not  care  much  about  Besolution  («)— 
whether  it  be  put  or  not ;  and,  to  allow  the  most 
ample  opportunity  to  the  members  to  reccxid 
their  opinions,  I  shall  ask  that  the  resolutions  be 
put  separately.  This  Besolution  (e)  may  be  in  one 
respect  unnecessary,  for  the  resolutions  go  on 
to  show  what  alterations  should  be  made  in  the 
Federal  Council  Bill,  and,  if  the  cdterations  are 
to  be  made  in  the  Bill,  then  that  simply  sajs 
that,  before  the  Federal  Council  Bill  is  passed, 
there  must  be  new  negotiations,  or,  rather, 
negotiations  must  be  continued,  and  that  we 
cannot  agree  with  the  Bill  as  at  present 
prepared.  But  let  me  say  one  or  two  words 
generally  about  this  question  from  a  general 
point  of  view.  I  pointed  out  that,  if  we  are  to 
have  any  voice  in  the  future  of  Australasia  and 
of  the  Pacific  Islands,  New  Zealand  by  herself 
can  do  little  or  nothing.  I  know  that  we  have 
passed  a  Confederation  Bill — I  mean  Uie  Act  of 
Sir  George  Grey's — which  enables  the  Govern- 
ment, if  it  had  received  the  Queen's  assent— 
and  we  pressed  the  Agent-General  to  ask  that 
the  Queen's  assent  should  be  given  to  it — to  deal 
with  any  island  that  chooses  to  annex  itself  to 
New  Zealand.  But  New  Zealand  would  require 
the  sanction  of  the  Imperial  Government  to 
any  annexation  or  union  of  any  island  with  us; 
and,  if  New  Zealand  was  standing  aloof  from 
the  Australian  Colonies,  it  is  not  likely  the  Im- 
perial Government  would  listen  to  many  ol  our 
reconmiendations.  What  is  to  be  gained  by 
,  this  question  of  federation.?    I  ask  tihis  House 
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to  look  into  the  fiitnre.    I  ask  this  House  to 
remember  that  we  have  a  national  feeling  in 
Ke^  Zealand,  weak,  exceedingly  weak,  at  pre- 
sent, but  yearly  getting  stronger.    There  is  a 
fur  stronger  national  feeling  in  Australia  than 
in  New  Zealand.    One  cannot  be  in  Melbourne, 
for  instance,  without  realizing  that  there  ex- 
ists a  feeling  of  Australia  for  the  Australians 
snch  as  does  not  exist  in  New  Zealand.    There 
is  a  far  stronger  national  life  there,  no  doubt 
caused  by  there  being  a  metropolis,  for  we 
have  no  centre  like  Melbourne.    I  was  exceed- 
ingly struck  by  this  in  Melbourne  when  the 
Irush  informers  attempted  to  land ;  I  was  struck 
Trith  the  strength  of  feeling  amongst  all  classes 
that  Australia  was  a  nation  that  had  national 
life  and  feeling.  What  will  the  future  of  Austra- 
lia be,  if  its  scattered  population  has  that  feeling 
now  ?    Fifty  years  hence  how  many  millions 
of  people  will  be  there  1    And  what  will  be  the 
future  of  New  Zealand  if  we  are  to  stand  aloof 
and  not  live  on  more  than  terms  of  amity  with 
oar  Australian  neighbours  by  being  allied  to 
them,   in    case   of  war  and  a  dozen   things 
that  may  occur  ?     At  present  we  are  on  the 
best  of  terms  with  the  Australian  Colonies. 
For  example,  to  show  the  feeling  that  exists 
between  us  and  Victoria,  there  has  not  been 
a  single  case  of  small-pox  in  Melbourne  and 
the  suburbs  but  the  Premier  of  Victoria  has 
wired  across  to  tell  us  of  it,  so  that  we  might 
take    all    necessary   precautions.      There    is, 
from  the  telegrams   that  pass  between   this 
and  the   other  colonies,   a  strong  feeling  of 
friendship   existing;   and  I  say  we  ought  to 
foster  it  in  every  possible  way  we  can.    Even 
from  a  selfish  point  of    view,  we    ought    to 
encourage  a  friendly  feeling.    They  have  pro- 
ducts which  we  have  not,  and  we  have  some 
that  they  do  not  possess.    These  we  can  ex- 
change, and  trade  will  increase.    We  shall  not 
be  benefited  by  isolation.    What  we  require  is 
some  such  alliance  as  is  here  proposed,  some 
kind  of  Ck)uncil,  not  quite  federal,  but  yet  more 
than  consulting.  And  now  let  me  say  one  or  two 
words  more  about  a  general  federation.   It  may 
be  from  my  early  training,  but  I  have  always 
had  a  horror  of  war.    I  look  upon  all  war  as 
criminal ;  and  I  have  aJways  looked  with  hope 
to  the  time  when  nations,  like  individuals,  will 
be  able  to  settle  their  grievances  and  difier- 
ences  without  an  appeal  to  arms.    It  seems  to 
me  that  the  very  existence  of  war  shows  that 
our  civilization  is  not  far  advanced  beyond  the 
savage  state.    Well,  how  is  war  to  be  prevented 
in  future  ?    It  is  only  by  extending  federation. 
Instead  of  war  conferences  we  should  have 
peace  conferences  ;  and  we  ought  to  be  careful, 
in  founding  our  new  nation,  to  lay  down  some 
broad  lines  for  our  future  guidance.    How  can 
we  lay  those  better  down  than  by  having  some 
such  arrangement  as  is  sketched  forth  in  these 
resolutions  ?    I  quite  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East  in  bis  aspirations 
for  a  wider  union.    I  should  like  to  see,  in  one 
respect,  a  strgnger  bond  even  between  the  colo- 
nies and  the  Mother-coxmtry.    I  should  like  to 
see  that  bond  not  extended  to  England  alone, 
but   I  should  like  to  see  it  extended  to  the 


United  States.  I  do  not  see  why  there  should 
not  be  a  federation  between  the  colonies  of 
other  countries  and  ourselves.  If  we  are  to 
have  French  and  German  colonists  in  the  Psb- 
cific,  why  should  we  not  have  some  kind  of 
federation  recognized  with  the  colonies  of 
these  countries  ?  Whilst  the  colonists  do  not 
deny  their  allegiance  to  their  Mother-country, 
they  should  be  united,  and  there  should  be  some 
agreement  among  them,  some  conmion  meet- 
ing-ground among  them,  on  which  they  could 
discuss,  their  grievances  and  their  relatione^p, 
so  as  to  prevent  all  war  in  the  future.  I  see 
no  difficulty  in  that.  If  there  is  a  difficulty, 
then  it  simply  means  that  this  system  of  stand- 
ing armies,  this  system  of  big  navies,  of  having 
large  sums,  shall  I  say,  wasted  for  the  defence 
of  our  seaports — ^that  flJl  this  is  to  come  upon 
us,  and  that,  instead  of  having  peace  in  these 
new  lands,  we  are  to  have  intrc^uced  all  the 
terrible  evils  of  war.  What  has  been  the  curse 
of  Europe?  The  enormous  standing  armies 
have  cifushed  the  population.  The  expense  of 
the  armies  and  navies  has  had  to  be  borne  by 
the  workers.  We  are,  as  yet,  merely  a  handful 
of  people ;  but  if  we  could,  by  uniting  with  the 
other  Australian  Colonies,  lay  down  some  line — 
namely,  the  line  of  federation — to  show  to  the 
older  countries  that,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
we  were  to  settle  our  future  grievances,  not  by 
appeals  to  arms,  but  by  mutually  meeting  and  ' 
discussing  our  differences,  we  should  be  doing 
something  for  our  race,  and  something  to  make 
us  known  in  history.  If  it  be  that  the  world 
is  so  constituted  that  there  is  to  be  nothing 
but  war,  war,  in  the  future,  then  the  energies 
and  resources  of  the  people  will  be  fettered. 
But  I  believe  that  there  is  progress  in  the 
world.  I  believe  that  the  progress  of  the  world 
is  only  consistent  with  peace — consistent  with 
a  greater  diffusion  of  education.  If  you  get 
peace  notions  diffused,  that  is,  perhaps,  3ie 
highest  kind  of  education;  so  that  what  a 
modem  poet  has  predicted  may  come  true, — 

There  shall  come  a  time  when  brotherhood  shows 
stronger 

Than  the  narrow  bounds  which  now  distract  the 
world ; 
When  the  cannons  roar  and  trumpet  blare  no  longer. 

And  the  ironclad  rusts,  and  battle-flags  are  furled ; 
When  the  bars  of  creed  and  speech  and  race,  which 

sever, 
ShaU  be  fnsed  in  one  humanity  for  ever. 

Sir,  I  move  the  resolutions  standing  in  my 
name. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed, — 

"  Whereas,  at  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the 
following  colonies — namely,  Fiji,  New  South 
Wales,  New  Zealand,  Queensland,  South  Aus- 
tralia, Tasmania,  Victoria,  and  Western  Aus- 
tralia— held  in  Sydney  dijring  November  and 
December,  1883,  the  following  resolutions  were 
agreed  to: — 

"  *  1.  That  further  acquisition  of  dominion  in 
the  Pacific,  south  of  the  Equator,  by  any  foreign 
Power  would  be  highly  detrimental  to  the 
safety  and  well-being  of  the  British  possessions 
in  Australasia,' and  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  Empire : 

" '  2.  That  this  Convention  refrains  from 
suggesting  the  action  by  which  effect  can  best 
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be  given  to  the  foregoing  resolution,  in  the  con- 
fident belief  the^t  the  Imperial  Govemihent  will 
promptly  adopt  the  wi&est  and  most  effectual 
measures  for  securing  the  safety  and  content^ 
ment  of  'this  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  domin- 
ions : 

<*  *  8.  That,  having  regard  to  the  geographical 
position  of  the  Island  of  New  Guinea,  the  rapid 
extension  of  British  trade  and  enterprise  in 
Torres  Straits,  the  certainty  that  the  island 
will  shortly  be  the  resort  of  many  adventurous 
subjects  01  Great  Britain  and  other  nations, 
and  the  absence  or  inadequacy  of  any  existing 
laws  for  regulating  their  relations  with  the 
native  tribes,  this  Convention,  while  fully  recog- 
nizing that  the  responsibility  of  extending  the 
boundaries  of  the  Empire  belongs  to  the  Im- 
perial Government,  is  emphatically  of  opinion 
that  such  steps  should  be  immediately  taken 
as  will  most  conveniently  and  effectively  secure 
the  incorporation  with  the  British  Empire  of 
so  much  of  New  Guinea,  and  the  small  islands 
adjacent  thereto,  as  is  not  claimed  by  the 
Government  of  the  Netherlands : 

***4.  That,  although  the  understanding  ar- 
rived at  in  1878  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  recognizing  the  independence  of  the 
New  Hebrides,  appears  to  preclude  this  Con- 
vention from  making  any  recommendation  in- 
consistent with  that  understanding,  the  Con- 
vention urges  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government 
that  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  such  under- 
standing should  give  place  to  some  more  definite 
engagement,  which  shall  secure  those  islands 
from  falling  under  any  foreign  dominion;  at 
the  same  time,  the  Convention  trusts  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  avail  itself  of  any 
opportunity  that  may  arise  for  negotiating 
with  the  Government  of  France,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  obtaining  the  control  of  those  islands, 
in  the  interests  of  Australasia : 

**  •  6.  That  the  Governments  represented  at 
this  Convention  undertake  to  submit  and  recom- 
mend to  their  respective  Legislatures  mesbsures 
of  permanent  appropriation  for  defraying,  in 
proportioil  to  population,  such  share  of  the 
cost  incurred  in  giving  effect  to  the  foregoing 
resolutions  as  Her  Majesty's  Government,  hav- 
ing regard  to  the  relative  importance  of  Im- 
perial and  Australasian  interests,  may  deem 
fair  and  reasonable :  * 

**  *  6.  That  .the  Convention  protests,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  against  the  declared  inten- 
tion of  the  Government  of  France  to  transport 
large  numbers  of  relapsed  criminals  to  the 
French  possessions  in  the' Pacific,  and  urges 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  use  every  means 
in  its  power  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  course 
so  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  Australasia 
and  the  Pacific  Islands : 

"  *  7.  That  the  Convention  expresses  a  confi- 
dent hope  that  no  penal  settlement  for  the  recep- 
tion of  European  criminals  ^11  long  continue 
to  exist  in  the  Pacific,  and  invites  I^er  Majesty's 
Grovemment  to  make  to  the  Government  of 
France  such  serious  representations  on  this 
subject  as  may  be  deemed  expedient : ' 

"  And  whereas,  at  the  said  Convention,  a  draft 
JBill  to  constitute  a  Federal  Council  of  Aus- 
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tralasia  was  also  agreed  to :  And  whereas,  in 
pursuance  of  the  undertaking  given  bj  the 
delegates  from  the  Colony  of  New  Zealc^d,  it 
is  desirable  that  the  resolutions  of  the  said 
Convention  should  be  submitted  to  this  Legis- 
lature : 

**  This  House  resolves, — 

"  That  it  agrees  generally  with  the  resolationft 
of  the  said  Convention;  but,  in  order  that  its 
views  may  be  specifically  expressed,  it  resolves 
as  follows: — 

'*  (a.^  That  it  approves  of  the  steps  taken  by 
the  British  Government  for  the  establishment 
of  its  rule  over  New  Guinea,  and  hopes  that 
like  measures  will  be  taken  for  a  Protectorate 
over  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  not  under 
the  dominion  of  any  stable  Government : 

**  (6.)  That  this  colony  is  willing  to  pay,  in 
proportion  to  its  population,  a  share  in  the  snm 
of  £15,000  proposed  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment: 

"  (c.)  That  it  desires  respectfully  to  protest 
against  the  transportation  of  criminals  to  the 
French  possessions  in  the  Pacific  : 

"  (d.)  That  it  requests  the  British  Government 
to  make  such  representations  to  the  European 
Powers  as  will  prevent  the  maintenance  of 
penal  establishments  in  any  of  the  Pacific 
Islands : 

"  (e.)  That  the  establishment  of  such  a  Federal 
Council  8.3  is  proposed  in  the  Convention's 
draft  Bill  is  premature : 

*'  (f.)  That,  so  far  as  the  Bill  aims  at  enabling 
the  colonies  to  jointly  initiate  legislation  on 
questions  of  common  interest  and  importance 
to  the  several  colonies,  it  has  the  cordial  sup- 
port of.  this  House : 

*'  {g.)  That,  to  place  the  proposed  measure  in 
accordance  with  these  opinions,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  vary  the  Bill,  so  as  to  provide — ^Fiist» 
that  the  Federal  Council  shall  not  make  re- 

Sresentations  to  the  Imperial  Government 
irect,  but  to  the  several  Colonial  Govern- 
ments ;  second,  that  any  measure  it  initiates 
shall  not  have  any  force  within  any  colony,  nor 
affect  any  colony,  until  it  is  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  of  such  colony." — {Mr.  Stout.) 

Sir  G.  GREY. — ^I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  of  the 
honourable  member — that  is,  that  part  whieh  ' 
says  that  this  House  generally  agrees  with  the 
resolutions  passed  by  the  assembly  of  dele- 
gates .that  met  in  Sydney  last  year.  The 
amendment  is  before  the  House,  and  I  shall  not 
read  it  now.  We  have  heard  a  very  eloquent 
speech  indeed  from  the  Premier,  and  the  House 
has  received  it,  I  am  glad  to  say,  very  well ; 
but  stUl  I  cannot  myself  agree  with  a  great 
part  of  his  speech.  And  what  I  would  first  say 
is  this:  that  I  feel  uncertain  whether  I  ought  in 
any  way  to  identify  myself  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  night.  For,  if  it  is  meant  tha:  at 
the  end  of  the  session,  when  so  many  mem- 
bers have  left  already,  and  others  are  about  to 
leave,  in  so  thin  a  House,  the  carrying  of  this 
resolution  should  be  considered  to  bind  the 
Colony  of  New  Zealand,  I  think  that  I  ouglit  . 
perhaps  in  no  way  to  identify  myself  with  a 
proceeding  of  the  kind.    I  think  the  most  we 
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can  possibly  do  to-night  is  to  disotiss  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  that  &ould  be  the  understand- 
ing.   If  it  should  be  said  that  chfter  a  long 
and  protracted  [session  —  now,  when  all   the 
boEiness  is  disposed  of ;  when,  as  I  have  said, 
many  members  have  left  Wellington — ^the  de- 
cision of  the  majority,  in  so  thin  a  House,  is 
to  bind  the  whole  Colony  of  New  Zealand  for 
all  time  as  to  matters  which  must  afiect  its 
happiness  and  welfare  as  long  as  New  Zealand 
shall  last — if  that  is  the  intention,  then  I 
say  the  Government  are  following  a  very  im- 
proper course.    I  shall  speak,  therefore,  under 
the  supposition  that  nothing  but  a  discussion 
is  now    to    take   place.    I  will 'first' address 
myself  to  a  few  points  alluded  to  by  the  Pre- 
mier, and  afterwards  I  will  take  a  review  of 
the  larger  question  which  I  have  introduced 
in  the  amendment  I  intend  to  propose  to  this 
House.    The  Premier  drew  a  most  interesting 
picture  of  the  Continent  of  Australia,  of  its 
great  resources,  and  of  how  great  its  popula- 
tion would  hereafter  be.    He  drew  a  very  fine 
picture,   and  an  interesting  picture,  of  these 
circumstances  ;  and  he  then  put  it  to  us :  Was 
it  for  us  to  hold  ourselves  aloof  from  a' federa- 
tion with  so  great  and  so  populous  a  continent 
as  that  will  hereafter  be  ?    And  then  a  thought 
came  into    my  own    mind  instantly:    What 
caused  the  greatness  of  Great  Britain — ^what 
caused  her  might,  her  majesty,  her  power  ?    It 
was  the  fact  that  she  was  by  position  isolated 
from  the  Continent  of  Europe — that  she  was 
not  bound  up  with  it  in  any  federation  in  which 
her  influence  would  have  been  small,  and  was 
therefore  not  necessarily  disturbed  by  the  con- 
tests   that  took  place    between  difierent  na- 
tions :  she  could  thus  in  all  cases  pursue  an 
independent  course.     The  honourable  gentle^ 
man  went  on  afterwards  to  speak  of  his  own 
horror  ol  .war,  in  which  feeling  I  have  no 
doubt  every  one  of  us  here  participates.    He 
spoke  of  the  vast  standing  armies  maintained 
in  Europe,  and  asked  if  we  wished  such  things 
here.    I  felt  that  he  answered  his  own  question. 
I  felt  this :  that  it  was  the  conflicting  interests 
existing   on  the  Continent,  and  the  diflerent 
populations  occupying  the  soil,  which  led  to 
those    terrific  wars  and  those  vast  standing 
armies,  and  that  England,  until  a  compara- 
tively   recent   period,    stood    alone    with   no 
standing  army  at  all,  and  always  maintained 
«  very  small  one.    I  felt  that  his  own  argu- 
ment answered  the  very  question  he  was  rais- 
ing.     I  think  the  House  will  agree  with  me 
that  really  the  greatness  of  England,  her  tran- 
quillity —  the  fact  that  no  foreign  foe  has  for 
centuries  ventured  to  place  his  foot  within  her 
fihores — that  her  safety  from  the  great  revolu- 
tionB  which  have  taken  place  upon  the  Conti- 
nent, the  many  breaJdngs-up  of  territories,  the 
eonstant  wars  —  that  her  freedom  from  all 
these    things    arose    from    her   isolation   and 
the  position  she  held,  which  enabled  her  to 
pursue    her   own  destiny  and  to    work   out, 
unrestricted  by  the  pressure  of  any  powerful 
exterior  federal  council,  that  great  task  which 
Providence  has  placed  before  her.    All  these 
things  should  make  us  careful  of  what  we  do 


in  our  present  emerflency ,  and  that  the  few  who 
are  here  to-night  should  not  take  upon  them- 
selves the  responsibility  of  determining  this 
question  for  all  time  for  all  New  Zealand.  It 
may  be  said  to  me,  in  answer  to  that,  that  Aus- 
tralia will  be  occupied  by  a  population  like  our 
own ;  to  which  I  reply.  That  is  an  impossibility. 
A  great  part  of  -Australia  must  be  occupied  in 
the  main  by  coloured  races.  In  no  other  way 
can  her  products  be  developed,  and  the  sources 
of  wealth  which  exist  within  that  great  conti- 
nent be  brought  to  light  and  made  beneficial 
to  all  mankind.  She  must  in  great  part  be  oc- 
cupied by  great  coloured  races,  probably  ruled 
by  a  few  Europeans  —  that  is,  few  as  com- 
pared with  the  magnitude  of  the  population 
that  will  be  in  the  separate  parts  of  that  great 
dominion.  For  this  must  be  borne  in  mind : 
that  coloured  populations  are,  as  a  rule,  in- 
capable of  carrying  on  the  fiee  institutions 
which  we  Anglo-Saxons  are  accustomed  to.  I 
have  never  yet,  in  any  country  made  up  of 
coloured  populations,  seen  these  institutions 
worked  successfully  as  they  are  with  us ;  and 
I  believe  there  would  be  a  very  great  difficulty 
indeed  in  establishing  free  institutions  and  in 
maintaining  them  throughout  the  whole  of 
Australia.  It  is  true  that  it  may  be  inhabited 
by  coloured  races  of  a  milder  character,  and 
perhaps  not  addicted  to  those  cruelties  which 
negroes  have  committed.  For  instance,  visit 
the  Island  of  St.  Domingo  at  any  time,  and 
you  will  find  that  there  is  no  part  of  that 
island  in  which  revolutions  are  not  occurring, 
and  in  which  the  most  cruel  atrocities  are  not 
taking  place  —  some  Emperor  of  the  hour 
brought  forth  to  be  shot,  and  military  execu- 
tions taking  place  in  all  parts.  You  may  not 
have  that  evil  in  Australia,  but  then  you  must 
have  a  large  coloured  population  throughout  a 
very  considerable  portion  of  that  country.  Now, 
where  such  diversity  of  race  exists,  I  feel  satis- 
fied that  hereafter  there  will  be  repeated  dis- 
turbances, and,  when  many  millions  inhabit, 
that  country,  large  armies  must  be  maintained 
in  diflerent  parts  of  it.  I  ask  any  honourable 
gentleman  here  whether  any  single  person  in 
New  Zealand  would  determine  to  remain  dead 
and  careless  to  the  appeals  of  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen in  AustraJia  whenever  aid  is  required. 
But  to  join  ourselves  in  one  Federal  Council, 
to  give  up  our  national  independence,  is  a  thing 
which  I  cannot  contemplate  without  fear!  I 
am  sure  that  to  enter  upon  a  course  of  that 
kind  is  to  enter  upon  a  course  that  must  lead 
to  disaster,  ultimately  to  civil  wars — to  enter 
upon  a  course  that  will  damp  our  energies, 
and  will  gradually  isolate  us  from  the  Mo&er- 
country.  Now,  will  honourable  gentlemen  put 
this  question  to  themselves?  Let  them  say, 
*«We  are  federated  in  part  already  to  Great 
Britain.  We  are  federated  in  the  best  possible 
way,  for  we  speak  directly  to  our  own  parent. 
We  speak  to  our  parent  as  'one  of  a  number 
of  children.  If  other  parts  of  the  dominion, 
differ  from  her,  we  may  be  able  to  agree  with 
her  upon  some  subject,  and  if  we  do  so  it 
will  be  our  pleasure  to  encourage  her  to  per- 
severe  in  the   course  which   she,  conjointly 
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^th  ourselves,  oonsiders  right  and  just,  and 
this  may  often  strengthen  her  m  her  diffi- 
culties. We  are  attached  to  her  as  our  proper 
mother,  and  she,  as  our  proper  mother,  is  at- 
tached to  us  as  one  of  her  children.  We  act  as 
we  please."  But  if  we  become  one  of  nine  or 
ten  cpuntries  joined  to  speak  with  a  common 
voice  and  to  act  together,  it  is  quite  possible 
that  more  than  one-half  of  the  countries  so 
joined  together  might  take  one  view  of  what 
Great  Britain  was  doing  upon  any  particular 
subject,  whilst  the  remaining  States  might 
take  another  view.  But  all  would  be  bound 
by  the  will  of  the  majority,  and  so  it  might 
happen  that  we  should  be  one  of  the  num- 
ber who  agreed  with  Great  Britain,  and  yet 
we  should  be  compelled,  against  our  convic- 
tions, to  pronounce  against  that  whieh  we 
thought  just,  righteous,  and  good  to  do  at  that 
particular  period.  What  pain  that  would  give 
us  1  what  a  degradation  it  would  be  if  we  were 
placed  in  such  a  position!  Why  should  we 
seek  to  do  that  to  show  our  great  love  for  our 
neighbour?  Sometimes  Scripture  is  wrongly 
quoted  —  wrongly  quoted  and  wrongly  under- 
stood ;  and  I  hold  uie  Premier  wrongly  quoted 
Scripture,  and  wrongly  understood  it,  when  he 
asked,  if  we  did  not  love  our  near  neigh- 
bour in  Australia,  how  could  we  bear  any  love 
to  Great  Britain,  so  much  further  away?  but 
if  we  loved  the  one  near  at  hand,  tiien  of 
nece%ity  we  must  love  the  other  also.  I  say 
we  can  love  both  equally  well.  The  mean- 
ing of  the  passage  is  this,  as  I  read  it :  that 
the  man  who  hates  or  despises  his  brother,  and 
has  no  good  feeling  towards  his  neighbour, 
must  have  a  bad  heart,  and  can  have  no  good 
feeling  towards  anybody.  Now,  have  we  not 
a  good  feeling  towards  Australia?  Have  we 
no  good  feeling  to  all  the  communities  in  that 
countiy  ?  Why,  because  we  refuse  to  submit 
ourselves  to  a  bond,  to  a  yoke  being  put  upon 
our  necks — because  we  refuse  to  join  in  a  com- 
bination in  which  we  should  be  only  one  among 
a  great  number  of  communities  bound  in  a 
Federal  Council ;  for  we  must  always  be  a  small 
minority  in  such  a  Council — I  say,  why  should 
we,  because  we  refuse  to  do  that,  be  accused 
of  want  of  love  for  our  brother?  They  will 
always  have  certain  interests  in  common  with 
each  other  which  will  not  be  our  interests. 
We  cannot  have  perfect- community  with  them, 
although  we  may  love  them.  They  may  sub- 
mit to  the  introduction  of  coloured  labour  into 
their  colonies,  and  it  might  suit  them:  but 
why  should  we  submit  to  that  when  it  would 
not  suit  us  ?  They  may  take  a  course  in  that 
respect  and  make  general  laws  which  may 
tiireaten  to  lower  the  tone  and  style  of  their 
living  and  civilization ;  but  would  it  be  to  our 
advantage  that  we  should  submit  to  that,  in 
order  that  Australia  might  be  cultivated  as  it 
ought  to  be  ?  Such  a  question  would  be  certain 
to  arise.  Why  should  we  run  the  chance  of 
being  bound  to  submit  to  or  resist  by  arms 
what  we  might  think  wrong  aiid  destructive  of 
our  best  interests?  The  Premier  pointed  out 
also  to  us  that  no  powers  are  to  be  taken  from 
us  by  the  Federal  Council,  and  that  the  powers 
Sir  G.  Qfeff 


given  to  the  Federal  Council  as  far  as  we  desire 
them  would  increase  our  powers;  but  he  did 
not  say  that  gentlemen  who  come  to  this  House 
will  have  their  powers  increased  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  New  Zealand.  He 
said  that,  if  the  Home  Gk>vemment  gave  this 
Federal  Council  greater  powers  than  you  exer- 
cise now,  you  will,  as  far  as  you  assist  in  the 
Federal  Council  to  exercise  these  powers,  be 
greater  men  than  you  are  now.  But  I  say  yon 
will  be  lesser  men.  I  say  that  the  vicarious 
exercise  of  these  powers  by  two  delegates 
among  so  many  is  not  to  exercise  them  at 
all.  But  I  wiU  tell  you  what  the  Premier 
concealed  from  you — what  he  shut  out  from 
your  knowledge.'  I  say  that,  if,  instead  of 
joining  this  confederation,  you  remain  an  in- 
dependent nation,  as  I  believe  you  ought  to 
be,  and  Great  Britain  gives  these  powers  to 
the  Federal  Council  of  Australia,  to  you,  as  a 
nation,  the  same  powers  will  be  given,  and  yon 
can  then  exercise  them  freely.  This  will  lift 
your  statesmen,  and  your  national  feeling, 
nigher.  It  will  teach  you  to  deal  with  great 
questions  such  as  statesmen  ought  to  deal 
with.  But,  if  the  Federal  Council  only  is  to 
exercise  these  powers,  that  element  of  great- 
ness will  be  taken  from  you  for  ever,  and  you 
will  never  rise  to  the  performance  of  duties 
which  all  great  men  who  love  their  coxmtry 
desire  to  perform.  That  point  was  not  pro- 
perly put  before  you.  I  ask  you  again,  upon 
this  ground,  to  insist,  as  you  have  a  right  to 
do,  that  all  powers  given  to  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil of  Australia  shall  be  given  to  you  as  the 
New  Zealand  nation.  Then,  the  Premier  told 
us  that,  when  he  went  to  Melbourne,  he  was 
struck  by  this :  the  existence  of  national  life 
in  an  advanced  stage,  such  as  does  not  exist 
in  New  Zealand.  Well,  to  that  I  answer,  I 
think  it  is  a  superficiaJ  observation.  I  beUeve 
that  as  much  love  of  country,  as  much  patrio- 
tic feeling,  exists  here  as  exists  in  Australia, 
and  I  believe  that  it  exists  even  in  a  still 
warmer  degree.  I  believe  the  Premier,  if  I 
may  say  so,  misrepresented  the  New  Zealand 
nation  in  what  he  then  said.  Now,  further, 
let  me  tell  you  this :  that  it  is  my  firm  belief 
— and  I  thmk  all  will  join  with  me  in  that 
belief  when  you  consider  the  question — that,  if 
you  join  the  Federal  Council  of  Australasia^ 
the  effect  will  be  to  weaken  our  national  life,  to 
weaken  our  patriotism,  and  that  becoming  part 
of  another  State  would  injure  in  every  respect 
the  people  of  this  colony.  If  you  long  tzoly 
for  national  life — if  you  long  to  be  a  nation— to 
become  part  of  a  larger  territory  is  not  the 
way  to  secure  your  wish.  That  also  is  not 
the  way  to  federate  ultimately  on  equal  terms 
with  the  Empire.  That  is  not  the  way  to  be 
on  equal  terms  with  every  English-speaking 
nation  which  exists  upon  the  face  of  the  globe. 
How  can  you  federate  with  the  Empire  under 
such  circumstances?  What  would  you  hsTft 
to  do  with  Great  Britain  if  you  only  spoke  to 
her  through  your  Federal  Council? — ^becaoss 
that  must  be  the  case.  That  is  what  it  must 
come  to.  Y.OU  are  really  now  federated  with 
Great  Britain  as  a  part  of  the  Empire.    Yoa 
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coztespond  direct  with  your  parent  State 
through  her  Secretaries  of  State.  Yon  can 
appeal  to  her  npon  any  subject  you  like — upon 
the  policy  of  the  £mpire,  if  you  choose.  In 
any  single  way  that  you  choose  you  can  ap- 
proach your  Sovereign  or  the  great  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain.  You  really  are,  in  these  re- 
spects, independent:  rather,  I  may  say,  you 
are  like  a  kingdom  in  yourselves,  approaching 
a  great  monarch  who  has  many  lungs  under 
him.  You  speak  almost  as  equals.  But  how 
will  you  specJE  if  you  speak  through  a  Federal 
Council  in  Australia?  What  do  you  know  of 
the  Australian  statesmen?  What  regard  can 
you  have  for  a  Council  of  that  kind  ?  With 
what  personal  attachment  would  you  regard 
ihem?  Is  it  with  the  same  regard  that  you 
would  regard  your  own  children  when  they 
rise  to  be  great  statesmen  and  leaders  of  men  ? 
Not  at  all.  It  is  the  men  bom  among  you, 
and  who  rise  to  great  positions — these  are  the 
men  for  whom  you  will  have  a  feeling  of  true 
regard.  What  feelings  can  you  have  for  persons 
separated  from  you  by  such  distances?  For 
them  you  may  have  a  general  love,  a  general 
friendship,  a  general  desire;  but  that  is  not 
tiie  feeling  which  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
have  towards  those  bom  amongst  them  who 
role  their  destinies.  I  might  dilate  upon  these 
subjects  for  a  long  period  of  time,  but  the 
reply  I  have  given  to  the  Premier  will  be  a 
reply  to  all.  The  mothers  of  New  Zealand 
wul  explain' what  I  mean.  Again,  this  ter- 
ritory of  New  Zealand  is  sufficiently  large  to 
render  it  able  to  stand  by  itself;  and  to  have 
New  Zealand  smd  Australia  separate  nations 
would  create  emulation,,  and  emulation  ad- 
vances nations  more  than  any  other  feeling. 
A  desire  that  yotir  statesipen  shall  surpass 
other  statesmen  will  make  great  men  of  them. 
A  desire  that  your  institutions  shall  be  freer 
than  those  of  other  countries  will  secure  to 
you  freer  and  better  institutions.  A  desire 
that  your  people  should  be  better  instructed 
and  more  learned  than  those  of  other  nations 
close  to  them  will  induce  you  to  provide  for 
your  people  education  of  the  best  kind.  A 
desire  that  justice  should  be  better  adminis- 
tered within  yotir  territories  than  in  othe/ 
countries,  of  the  actions  of  which  you  are 
spectators  and  witnesses,  will  induce  you  to 
have  better  Courts  of  justice,  better  institu- 
tions, and  better  laws.  Let  that  emulation  be 
kept  iJive,  and  do  not  dwarf  yourselves  by  be- 
coming one  State  of  a  great  and  distant  com- 
munity consisting  of  many  States  with  common 
interests  different  from  yours.  And  now  let 
us  just  look  at  the  world  in  its  present  state, 
and  the  position  we  occupy  in  it.  The  Premier 
has  given  us  one  picture  of  it :  but  I  will  ask 
you  to  look  at  the  present  state  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  nations ;  and,  first,  I  will  ask  you  to 
consider  that  in  everything  they  take  the  lead. 
Take  their  statesmen.  Do  they  not  on  the  whole 
surpass  those  of  other  races?  Then,  they  have 
better  laws  than  any  other  nations.  Where  is 
the  proof?  I  say  that  all  nations  copy  our 
laws,  and  when  any  portion  of  the  community 
go  a  distance  from  the  Mother-country  they 


carry  her  laws  with  them  and  are  attached  ta 
them.  The  United  States  still  build  their  laws 
up  on  the  old  laws  of  England ;  they  still  adopt 
our  laws ;  they  still  are  fond  of  the  laws  and  in- 
stitutions they  possess ;  and  they  endeavour,  to 
the  present  day,  to  copy  what  is  done  in  Eng- 
land. It  is  not  twelve  months  ago  since  one  of 
the  very  ablest  men  in  the  United  States,  wrote 
to  me  and  said,  "Notwithstanding  all  our 
great  progress,  notwithstanding  the  advances 
we  have  made,  notwithstanchng  our  great 
wealth,  our  great  population,  we  still  look  to 
England  as  the  centre  of  all  that  is  great  and' 
good.  We  still  imitate  her  laws ;  we  still  prize 
most  of  her  institutions ;  we  still  look  to  her 
in  many  things,  and  respect  and  admire  almost 
all  that  that  great  nation  does.  No  dislike 
whatever  has  grown  up  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  You  will  find  that 
daily  their  bonds  are  drawn  tighter."  Yet 
for  a  time  they  are  separated  and  apart ;  and 
who  can  lament  now  that  such  became  the 
case  ?  Whilst  we  desire  a  federation,  we  are 
satisfied  that  the  United  States  should  be  in* 
dependent  as  they  are;  and,  upon  the  whole,, 
it  has  tended  to  the  happiness  of  both  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States.  I  cannot  help 
feeling  that  the  progress  of  the  United  States 
has  arisen  from  the  great  statesmen  who  seem, 
upon  every  emergency  when  a  man  is  required, 
to  spring  up  wherever  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  has 
placed  its  foot.  Then,  look  again  at  our  seamen. 
Why,  there  is  no  other  race  that  can  com- 
pass the  world  with  its  shipping  as  we  do.  We 
produce  seamen  who  dare  everything.  If  dis- 
coveries are  to  be  made,  they  are  foremost  in 
the  field.  If  nothing  else  is  to  be  done,  they 
must  get  to  the  North  or  South  Pole  and 
do  something  which  no  other  seamen  have 
achieved  before.  With  all  their  hardihood, 
they  possess  a  generous  character  which  at- 
taches populations  to  them  wherever  they  go. 
Follow  them  throughout  the  trackless  ocean 
to  all  lands,  and  you  find  that  they  leave  as 
favourites  every  spot  they  visit.  They  confront 
every  danger  and  storm  at  sea  fearlessly ;  they 
literally  are  masters  of  the  ocean.  Tum  again 
to  our  army.  Our  soldiers  can  traverse  every 
country  in  the  world  in  health.  They  have 
constitutions  that  enable  them  to  pass  through 
every  degree  of  cold  and  heat.  They  subsist 
on  all  diets.  Then,  look  at  one  great  pecu- 
liarity of  this  race  &gain.  It  is  this:  They 
can  endear  themselves  to  the  inhabitants 
of  almost  every  •  country  they  go  amongst. 
They  exercise  at  once  an  infiuence.  They 
become  admitted  to  be  leaders,  and  seem 
fitted  to  be  rulers.  They  seem  to  be  endowed 
with  a  disposition  which  enables  them  really 
to  master  all  parts  of  the  world.  That  is 
one  great  advantage  we  have.  And  should 
we  run  any  chance  of  preventing  people  of 
that  kind  and  character  tiiroughout  the  whole 
world  becoming  confederated  in  one  great  com- 
munity? If  you  think  we  should  aim  at  a 
result  of  that  kind,  I  contend  that  that  can 
only  be  done  by  isolated  nations  bound  in  a 
confederation,  each  being  able  to  exercise  its 
own  choice,  and  to  come  into  such  a  con- 
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federation  whenever  it  chooses.  A  very  small 
proportion  indeed  might  prevent  us  hereafter, 
if  we  were  joined  to  Australia,  from  enter- 
ing into  any  free  federation  with  any  other 
Power,  and  might  caase  wars,  disasters,  and 
difficulties  of  every  kind.  Therefore  I  say, 
on  these  grounds  alone,  ask  nothing  of  the 
kind.  Be  satisfied  at  present  hy  being  par- 
ticles federated  to  the  great  British  Empire. 
Then,  again,  look  at  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  at 
this  moment.  The  whole  highways  of  the 
world  belong  to  us.  Start  from  England  and 
you  can  traverse  the  Mediterrajiean.  There 
wo  are  masters.  We  command  ports  at  both 
^nds,  and  strong  islands  in  the  centre  of  that 
sea.  Then,  again,  the  Canal  that  opens  the 
whole  Eastern  world  to  us  is  in  our  possession. 
Arabia  herself  g^ves  points  on  which  we  have 
strong  forts  that  enable  us  to  hold  all  those  seas. 
Gome  on  to  Australia,  and  to  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  everywhere  we  are  masters  ;  every- 
where we  own  the  whole  highways  of  the  ocean. 
One  point  the  Premier,  I  think,  missed,  and  one 
point  I  think  the  Australian  Colonies  missed, 
and  that  is  that  the  occupation  of  New  Guinea, 
so  far  from  beiiig  a  matter  of  no  consequence  to 
us,  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance.  Its 
possession  commands  another  highway,  the 
narrow  passage  through  Torres  Straits — a  high- 
way of  almost  the  same  importance  to  us  as  the 
Suez  Canal.  It  is  well  worth  our  while,  1  be- 
lieve, not  only  to  pay  our  share  of  the  first  £15,000, 
but  also  our  share  of  the  second  £15,000,  to 
secure  that  great  highway  of  commerce,  not 
only  for  ourselves,  but  for  c^l  the  Anglo-Saxon 
nations.  BecoUecting  that,  I  think  that  we, 
instead  of  being  niggardly  in  helping  our  parent 
State  when  she  does  occupy  positions  of  that 
]und  which  secure  the  commerce  of  the  earth 
to  the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  should  step  forward 
with  all  our  might  and  power,  and  gladly 
make  any  sacrifice.  Then,  look  at  the  "Bfi*- 
nama  Canal.  That,  again,  will  be  held  by 
people  speaking  the  Ajaglo  -  Saxon  language. 
Then,  look  at  another  peculiarity  of  oxir  race, 
ajid  that  is  that,  unlike  other  natioAs,  whilst 
we  spread  over  the  whole  world,  we  do  not 
scatter  ourselves  about.  Wherever  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  people  settle  they  are  found  in  masses. 
Look  at  the  United  States ;  at  Canada ;  look  at 
New  Zealand  ;  look  at  Australia ;  look  at  South 
Africa.  You  will  find  everywhere  we  are  in 
strength.  We  are  gathered  together  in  great 
masses,  which  enables  us  to  stand  firmly  at 
each  separate  point,  and  unite  with  the  parent 
State  against  the  whole  world.  There,  again,  is 
another  cause  for  our  being  federated  vnth  the 
British  Empire.  Why  endanger  our  power  of 
doing  that  by  adding  ourselves  on  to  a  great 
neighbouring  continent?  What  would  be  the 
position  of  England  if  England  were  bound  by 
federation  with  Grermany,  France,  Spain,  Aus- 
tria, and  Bussia,  and  were  unable  to  act  imless 
she  could  secure  a  majority  in  a  Federal  Coun- 
cil, in  which  her  nuihber  of  members  would  be 
very  small  indeed  in  proportion  to  those  of 
other  nations?  Would  it  be  for  the  benefit 
of  herself  and  of  mankind  that  federation  of 
that  kind  should  exist?  If  we  were  on  the 
Sir  Q.  Orey 


Continent  of  Australia  it  would  be  difierent. 
There  I  think  federation  is  necessary  to  stand 
against  the  common  danger  of  coloured  races 
which  they  will  have  to  meet.    I  think  that 
for  many  places,  such  as  the  United  States, 
close  federation  is  a  necessity;    but  none  of 
those  arguments  apply  to  ourselves.     Then, 
just  look  at  the  question  of  commerce.    Was 
there  ever  a  nation  that  possessed  such  ad- 
vantages before  as  the  Anglo-Saxon  people? 
Why,  the  whole  earth  pours  forth  every  tzea> 
sure  for    us.    Nothing  is  withheld  from  ns. 
Every  kind  of  vegetable  that  the  world  prodaoes 
is  ours ;   ev^ry  animal  which  the  world  pro- 
duces is  ours ;  every  valuable  mineral  that  the 
world  produces  is  ours :   of  all  the  treasures 
on  the  earth  which  the  Creator  gave  to  man, 
not  Ape  is  shut  out  from,  the  Anglo -Saxon 
people.    Was  there  ever  a  race  before  this  one 
that  ought  so  clearly   and  distinctly  to  en- 
deavour to  come  into  one  common  bond  of 
union?      Ought   we    not,   therefore,   on  that 
ground,  to  keep  in  view  this  one  thing:  that 
we  must  come  under  no  system  of  federation 
which  would  cripple  our  power  of  disposing 
ultimately  of  our  destiny  as  we  please?    Let 
us  be  masters  of  ourselves.    Why  let   other 
men  govern  our  destiny,  and  prescribe  what 
our  future  shall  be  ?    It  seems  to  me  an  idea 
that  we  ought  not  for  one  moment  to  enter- 
tain. Let  us  remain  free.  Let  us  be  kind,  good,       ' 
beneficent  to  Australia,  and  to  all  other  people 
with  whom*  we  may  come  in  contlust.    Let  us, 
unembarrassed   by  any  exterior  force,  spread 
out  from  our  own  centre  amongst  the  count- 
less   islands    of    the    Pacific.      If    a   Federal 
Council  is  allowed  to  annex  islands  as  they 
please,  we  shall  be  allowed  to  do  the  same 
thing :   and  we  can  do  it  well.    Our  trades 
are     already    spreading    in    every    direction 
throughout  the  Pacific.    Most  of  the  island- 
ers speak  a  language  cognate  with  that  of  the 
New  Zealand  Natives,  so  that  we  can  easily 
get  into  communication  witii  them.    There  is 
this  great  and  glorious  future  before  you.    Let 
nothing  induce  you  to  restrict  the  prospect 
you  have  in  view ;  let  nothing  induce  you  to 
weaken  your  own  power,  your  own  strength; 
and  let  us  be  true  to  ourselves,  true  to  Great 
Britain,  true  to  the  race  of  which  we  are  mem- 
bers.   Let  us  do  our  duty  as  a  New  Zealand 
nation.    Let  us  help  them  all,  aid  them  all  in 
every  way  ;  but  let  us  not  join  in  any  other  fede- 
ration than  the  Imperial  federation  with  Great 
Britain — the  greatest  federation  in  the  wodd 
— until  the  far  greater  opening  comes  to  us  of 
a  federation  of  the  whole  English-speaking 
people :  which  federation,  if  it  ever  does  exist, 
will  bring  into  existence  a  world  such  as  man 
has  never  seen  —  in  which  war  will  become 
an  impossibility  over  the  face  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  earth  ;  in  which  the  world  will  give 
greater  blessings  to  man,  and  the  promises  of 
the  Creator  of  the. happiness  that  shall  ulti- 
mately fall  upon  the  people  of  the  earth  will 
be  truly  fulfilled  by  the  peace,  commerce,  and 
unity  that  will  prevail  amongst  the  one  great 
race  whiah  holds  all  the  strongholds,  almost  all 
the  places  of  value,  in  the  world.    Sir,  I  move, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.] 


Annexation  and 


[HOUSE.] 


Federation. 


621 


tfi  an  aniendment,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  the  confederation  of  the  whole  of  the 
English-speaking  nations  into  one  great  federa- 
tion is  an  object  of  the  highest  importance,  the 
attainment  of  which  is  worthy  of  great  efforts 
and  large  sacrifices.  That  the  outlying  por- 
tions of  the  British  Empire,  already  respec- 
tiveljr  federated  to  some  extent  with  that 
Empire,  and  capable  of  being  still  more  closely 
united  to  it,  should  take  no  steps  for  confede- 
ration, amongst  themselves  which  may  embar- 
zskss  their  respective  closer  union  with  Great 
Britain,  or  which  may  hereafter  render  more 
difficult  the  confederation  of  all  the  English- 
speaking  nations. 

Major  ATKINSON.  — Sir,  I  agree  with  the 
Premier  in  feeling  very  great  regret  that  the 
Crovemment  have  not  been  able  to  bring  on 
tiiese  resolutions  at  an  earUer  period  of  the 
session ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  blame  the 
hononrable  gentlemen  opposite,  for  I  think  it 
must  be  evident  to  us  all  that  it  would  have 
been  an  exceedingly  difficult  matter,  if  not  an 
impossibility,  to  get  it  on  at  an  earlier  period. 
But,  nevertheless,  I  feel  very  great  regret,  for 
it  seems  to  me  that  these  resolutions,  or, 
zather,  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  is 
one  of  the  greatest  importance,  of  greater  im- 
portance than  any  single  subject  with  which 
we  have  had  to  deal  during  the  present  session. 
I  think  we  must  all  have  been  greatly  gratified 
with  the  speech  of  the  Premier — I  was  myself ; 
and  I  think  it  is  a  most  fortunate  thing  for  the 
oolony  at  the  present  time  that  the  honourable 
l^entleman  is  enabled  to  take  so  wide  a  view  of 
the  necessities  and  requirements  of  our  posi- 
tion. Now,  the  great  question  for  our  con- 
sideration is  this — in  the  words  of  the  honour- 
Able  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down:  Are 
we  to  be  a  nation?  The  honourable  gentle- 
man exhorts  us  '*  to  be  a  nation ;  to  preserve 
our  freedom."  That,  no  doubt,  is  what  we  are 
l>ound  to  do.  And  then  comes  the  question. 
How  are  we  to  do  it?  I  confess  that  I  was 
unable  to  follow  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down.  I  could  follow  the 
Premier  as  far  as  he  went,  although  I  should 
have  been  very  glad  if  he  could  have  gone  a 
little  bit  further.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  want 
to  pnt  distinctly  before  our  minds  what  it  is 
we  desire  to  accomplish.  That  is  necessajy, 
before  we  can  proceed  to  determine  the  means 
by  which  we  hope  to  arrive  at  the  end  we  desire. 
Now,  what  I  wish  to  see  accomplished  is  this : 
I  want  to  see  the  bond  of  union  between  the 
colonies  and  the  Mother-country  drawn  closer 
and  nearer.  I  want  to  see  law  and  order,  as  we 
understand  it,  established  in  the  islands  of  the 
South  Seas  ;  and  I  want  New  Zealand  to  have 
a,  voice  in  determining  the  policy  which,  in 
future,  is  to  rule  in  these  seas.  Sir,  that  is 
the  object  I  have  set  before  myself  to  accom- 
plish. I  believe  that  we  can  be  a  nation  in 
jao  other  way  than  by  association  with  our 
fellows,  by  a  closer  union  with  Australia  and 
iBngland.  I  altogether  deny  that  it  is  possible 
ior  us,  in  the  present  age,  to  be  a  nation  of  New 
Zealanders— I  cannot  beUeve.  it  for  a  moment ; 
and  I  think,  if  any  honourable  gentleman  will 


look  at  what  is  going  on  all  around  him  in  the 
world,  he  will  see  that  the  thing  is  an  absolute 
impossibility.  The  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  East  very  eloquently  told  us  what 
was  the  position  of  England,  and  how  she — a 
small  territory  opposite  a  large  continent — ^had 
grown  to  greatness.  He  told  us  that  she  pos- 
sessed but  a  small  army,  but  that,  of  course, 
she  possessed  also,  with  that  small  army,  a  large 
navy,  which  answered  the  purpose  of  conti- 
nental large  Ekrmies.  But  he  entirely  forgot 
this  :  that  when  England  grew  to  greatness  it 
was  by  the  growth  of  her  population  in  com- 
parison with  the  population  with  which  she 
was  perpetually  at  war.  That  is  how  she  grew 
to  greatness.  She  grew  to  greatness  with  tier 
population.  Why  did  Holland  disappear  as  a 
great  Power?  Holland  at  one  time  was  able 
to  drive  our  fleets  from  the  seas,  and  followed 
our  own  celebrated  seamen  into  our  rivers  ' 
and  ports.  She  led  the  way  in  the  commerce 
of  the  world.  She  was  the  greatest  maritime 
Power  in  the  world  at  one  time.  Why  did  she 
fall?  Simply  and  solely  because  she  had  not 
the  population  to  retain  the  great  power  she  had 
acquired.  So  it  must  be  with  us.  If  a  nation 
has  not  got  sufficient  population  to  carry  on 
the  work  of  a  nation,  that  nation  must  sink. 
Now,  I  ask  honourable  members  to  look  around 
us  at  what  all  the  nations  are  doing  in  our  own 
time.  Italy  has  federated  or  joined  together, 
or  amaJgAmated — whatever  you  like  to  call  it. 
Germany  has  done  the  same ;  and  then  comes 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  things  the  world 
has  ever  seen :  The  American  people,  speaking 
our  own  language,  have  given  one  million  lives 
and  imtold  treasure  in  order  to  maintain  their 
unity.  Now,  I  say,  with  these  facts  before  us, 
is  it  not  evident  that  it  must  be  our  business 
also  to  maintain  the  xmity  of  the  Empire? 
And  I  venture  to  think,  notwithstanding  the 
speech  of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East,  that,  if  we  are  to  make  a  great  nation, 
the  great  nation  we  must  make  is  to  claim  the 
duties  and  accept  the  responsibilities  of  citizenB 
of  a  great  empire — the  Empire  of  England  or 
the  British  Empire.  It  is  only  by  that  that  we 
can  preserve  out  freedom  and  be  a  nation.  To 
grow  into  a  separate  nation,  as  some  honour- 
able gentlemen  have  told  us  we  should,  is 
simply  an  impossibility.  It  is  an  absolute  im- 
possibiUty  that  we  should  ever  grow  into  a 
separate  nation.  Let  honourable  gentlemen 
consider  what  will  be  the  population  of  America 
fifty  years  hence :  it  will  be  far  over  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  English-speaking  people.  And 
what  is  it  possible  for  us  to  be  in  that  tiine? 
And  then  look  at  other  nations,  also  growing 
enormously  in  population  and  power.  What- 
ever may  be  our  ability,  whatever  may  be  our 
courage,  whatever  may  be  our  resources,  it 
is  impossible'  that  a  small  country  like  this 
can  ever  attain  the  position  which  England 
attained  when  she  had  but  small  populations 
to  contend  with.  Then,  I  accept  it  as  a  fact 
that,  if  we  are  to  preserve  our  liberties,  it  will 
not  be  by  isolation,  but  by  confederation  in 
some  form  or  other.  Then  comes  the  question, 
What  is  to  be  the  form  of  confederation  ?  How 
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can  we  claim  the  privileges  of  EngUshmeiii  and 
fulfil  the  true  duties  of  citizenship  ?  Now,  I  am 
as  anxious  for  the  confederation  of  the  British 
Empire  as  anybody  can  possibly  be,  and  there 
was  a  time,  I  confess,  when  I  thought  that  end 
would  be  better  attained  by  the  various  colonies 
remlbining  separate,  rather  than  confederating 
with  each  other  in  the  first  place.  But  I  con- 
fess, after  many  years  of  careful  consideration 
of  this  subject,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  only  possible  way  in  which  we  can 
induce  the  English  Government,  Parliament, 
and  people  to  look  at  this  question — which  is  of 
vital  importance,  I  believe,  to  our  nation — is  to 
become  sufficiently  powerful  for  them  to  listen 
to  us.  Why  did  the  Conference  meet  in  Syd- 
ney? It  met  simply  because  the  British  Go- 
vernment told  each  individual  colony  it  could 
not  communicate  separately  with  each  on 
these  matters  of  what  may  be  termed  Imperial 
policy  in  these  seas,  and  that,  if  we  desired 
the  British  Government  to  carry  out  what  we 
wished  in  these  seas,  we  must  not  speak  as 
individual  colonies,  but  some  responsible  body 
must  be  constituted  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  of  the  colonies  in  these  seas.  And 
I  say,  that  being  so,  we,  the  Australasian 
Colonies,  had  to  consider  how  we  could  best 
get  ourselves  into  a  position  to  speak,  as  a 
whole,  with  authority  to  the  Home  Govern- 
ment, and  yet  not  give  up  the  individual  rights 
of  each  colony  within  its  own  borders.  That 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  problem  for  solution 
at  the  present  time.  I  agree  entirely  with 
those  gentlemen  who  think  that  an  Austral- 
asian confederation  like  the  Canadian  con- 
federation is  an  impossibility.  There  was 
not  a  single  representative  at  tiie  Sydney  Con- 
ference but  held  that  view  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly ;  aud  what  they  desired  was  to  set  up 
a  Council  which,  without  any  power  of  in- 
terference with  the  separate  colonies  in  their 
internal  arrangements  and  legislation,  should 
speak  in  the  neune  of  the  whole  of  the  colonies 
in  regard  to  what  I  may  call  Imperial  policy  in 
these  seas.  Now,  when  I  say  that  I  want  to 
see  law  and  order,  as  we  understand  it,  esta- 
blished in  the  islands  of  the  Pacific — that  is  to 
say,  our  form  of  civilization— I  wish  it  to  be 
understood  as  considering  it  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  popidation  of  the  various 
islands  should  be  preserved.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that,  with  the  present  labour  traffic, 
as  it  is  called,  going  on,  many  of  the  islands 
are  becoming  fast  depopulated;  and  the  idea 
is  gaining  ground  to  a  very  great  extent  among 
these  islanders  that  the  whole  object  of  white 
people  is  simply  to  make  a  profit,  even  at  the 
cost  of  the  uves  and  comfort  of  the  natives 
of  those  islands.  And  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
matter  of  very  great  importance — as  a  duty  we 
owe  to  those  islanders,  and  to  ourselves  and  our 
children — that  we  should  obtain  a  voice  in  de- 
termining how  that  traffic  should  be  carried 
on.  And  I  venture  to  think  that,  if  we  do  not 
demand  our  rights,  and  express  our  willingness 
to  bear  our  fair  share  of  the  burdens,  in  that 
respect — if  we  do  not  demand  that  we  should 
have  a  voice  in  this  matter,  to  settle  this 
Miyor  Atkinson 


policy — then  we  are  committing  a  veiy  grave- 
political  and  moral  mistcbke.  Coloured  labour - 
can  never  be  a  possibility  in  New  Zealand^ 
and  therefore  I  say  it  becomes  a  duty  on 
our  part  to  demand  a  voice  in  the  regulation 
of  that  labour  traffic.  Nor  can  it  ever  be  a 
question  with  the  largest  part  of  habitable  Aus- 
tralia. I  do  not  hold  at  aU  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  East  that  there 
is  a  danger  of  the  coloured  population  over- 
riding the  white  population,  or  of  the  white 
population  bringing  the  coloured  population  into* 
slavery  on  the  Australian  Continent.  But  I 
say,  if  there  is  a  fear  that  our  fellow-men,  our 
brothers  bom  of-the  same  fiesh  and  blood,  as  the 
colonists  of  Australia  are,  are  about  to  enslave 
a  coloured  race  in  any  part  of  Australia,  that 
we  should  combine  with  the  rest  of  Australia 
in  putting  a  stop  to  such  a  traffic  as  that,  and 
I  say  that  to  me  that  would  be  an  additional 
reason  why  we  should  demand  a  voice  in  this 
matter.  Now,  the  honourable  gentleman  says, 
*'  But  suppose  you  federate,  and  suppose  that 
England  was  then  in  some  difficulty,  and  that 
you  were  desirous  of  helping  her,  and  that  that 
was  what  the  rest  of  Australia  was  not  disposed 
to  do,  that  you  were  outvoted,  and  therefore 
you  were  not  able  to  render  to  your  Mother- 
country  that  assistance  you  were  anxious  to 
give."  But  I  want  to  know  why  we  are  to  sup- 
pose that  our  brothers  in  Australia  are  not 
going  to  have  as  great  a  desire  to  help  the 
Mother-country  as  we.  Sir,  the  honourable- 
gentleman  has  given  us  a  glowing  picture  of 
what  this  race  invariably  does  wherever  it- 
settles  :  that  it  ennobles,  educates,  and  refines. 
I  say  we  have  a  right  to  suppose  they  will  do 
their  duty  as  well  as  we  shall,  and  I  do  not 
doubt  it ;  but,  if  we  alone  are  possessed  of  these 
virtues,  is  not  that  a  reason  why  we  should  go 
into  the  world  and  show  them,  and  endeavour  ta 
disseminate  them  ?  Are  we  to  shut  ourselves  up- 
in  a  glass  case,  as  it  were,  because  our  virtue  ia^ 
not  sufficient  to  rub  shoulders  with  other  parts 
of  the  world?  I  will  put  it  in  this  way:  that 
very  possibly,  by  our  assistance,  even  if  a  certain 
number  of  colonies  were  not  prepared  to  da  J 
their  duty,  we  might  turn  the  scale,  and  so-  ■ 

render  the  assistance  which  I  and  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  desire  to  see  rendered. 
Then  we  come  to  the  question  of  what  this 
federation  is  ;  and  I  need  not  repeat  what  the 
Premier  has  so  ably  put,  but  1  would  point 
out  to  him  that  he  appeared  to  me  rather  to 
overlook  the  meaning  of  subsection  (h)  in  that 
Bill.  He  will  see  at  the  end  of  the  clause,  and 
also  at  the  beginning,  that  the  Federal  Coun* 
cil  may  not  legislate  for  any  colony  upon  any 
of  these  subjects  unless  that  colony  first  asks  it 
to  do  so :  that  is  to  say,  we  must  first  relegate 
these  subjects  under  clause  (h)  to  the  Council. 
The  whole  power  proposed  to  be  given  in  the 
draft  Federal  Bill  is,  as  the  honourable  gentle- 
man says,  a  power  that  we  do  not  yet  possess 
in  the  Australian  Colonies;  but  there  is  no 
power  of  internal  interference  with  any  colony 
unless  the  Legislature  of  the  colony  first 
places  under  the  central  body  the  power  of 
legislation  upon  these  subjeols.    Eveiy  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Sydney  Conference  desired  this: 
every  one  of  the  delegates  was  most  anxious 
that  there  should  be  no  interference  with  the 
internal  legislative  powers  of  any  of  the  colo- 
nies. I  look  forward,  indeed,  to  the  tiipe  when 
we  shall  have  a  much  closer  bond;  but  the 
time  is  not  yet,  and  we  shall  make  a  fatal 
mistake  if  we  endeavour  to  hurry  that  time. 
I  look  forward  with  some  hope  of  seeing  a  com- 
mon Customs  tarifi,  and  unity  in  many  other 
matters  of  equal  importance ;  but  of  course  at 
the  present  time  the  thing  is  simply  impos- 
sible, because,  in  my  opinion,  we  can  never  have 
cor  Customs  tariffs  the  same  until  we  also  have 
a  general  guarantee  of  the  various  debts ;  and 
I  go  so  far  as  to  hope  that  I  may  even  live  to 
see  tha't  time,  Sir,  when  we  shall  not  only  have 
a  universal  Customs  law,  but  shall  also  have 
a  universal  guarantee  of  each  other's  publio 
debts. 
Mr.  MACANDBEW.— One  purse? 
Major  ATKINSON.— Well,  one  purse,  no 
doubt,  in  one  respect — for  the  genersJ  defence 
of  the  Empire  and  other  Imperial  matters.  I 
should  like  to  impress  upon  honourable  mem- 
bers this,  with  regard  to  the  draft  Federal  Bill 
— and  I  hope  they  will  look  carefully  over  it 
themselves,  and  they  will  then  see  that  there  is 
no  power  of  internal  interference  except  at  the 
request  of  the  colony. 

Mr.  W.  B.  STEWART.— How  can  you  get  rid 
of  a  law  when  it  has  once  been  adopted  ? 

Major  ATKINSON.— Only  by  the  Federal 
Council — that  is  quite  clear;  but  that  is  an- 
other matter.  Of  course,  in  asking  the  Council 
to  legislate,  we  might  preserve  our  power  if  we 
chose.  But  these  are  matters  of  detail.  All  I 
want  to  say  is  that  the  proposal  does  not  in  any 
way  bind  uie  colony,  unless  it  asks  to  be  bound. 
Now  I  come  to  this  question :  The  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East  says,  *'Stajid  apart. 
If  this  power  is  given  to  federated  Australia, 
it  must  be  given  to  you."  But  can  anybody 
believe  it  for  a  moment?  Can  anybody  be- 
lieve that  the  power  delegated  to  three  millions 
and  a  half  of  people,  with  over  twenty  millions 
of  revenue,  will  be  delegated  to  half  a  million 
of  people  with  a  revenue  of  three  millions? 
Sir,  our  whole  difficulty  is  our  insignificance 
and  yet  our  importance.  We  are  not  suffi- 
ciently insignificant  to  be  let  alone;  we  are  a 
great  prize  ;  there  are  no  doubt  many  nations 
that  desire  to  possess  us:  we  are,  as  I  say, 
m  that  unfortunate  position  that  we  are  not 
large  enough  to  impress  ourselves  upon  the 
Imperial  Government,  and  yet  we  are  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  be  the  object  of  envy  of 
other  nations.  Even  now,  how  are  we  to  obtain 
a  voice  in  any  matter?  Can  we  obtain  it? 
Has  the  honourable  gentleman  ever  been 
listened  to  when  he  made  representations? 
Sir,  he  began  in  1846 ;  and  how  was  he 
treated?  —  even  though  he  was  an  Imperial 
officer,  one  who  might  have  been  supposed  to 
represent  the  Imperial  interests,  and  who,  speak- 
ing solely  in  the  interests  of  the  Empire,  would 
have  been  listened  to  and  attention  paid  to  his 
representations ;  but  was  it  so  ?  And,  subse- 
quently, when  he  was  Premier,  did  not  the 


same  representations  go  Home,  have  they  not 
gone  Home  time  after  time,  without  any  result  ? 
And  then,  after  this,  when  this  great  ques- 
tion of  the  transportation  of  the  worst  French 
criminals  came  up  foi;  consideration,  what  was 
the  action  of  the  Imperial  Government  ?  Hovr 
far  did  they  listen  to  the  separate  colonies  ?^ 
We  know  that  we  could  not  get  them  to  mova 
at  an,  with  any  representations  that  we  were 
able  to  make.  Then,  Sir,  look  at  the  action  of 
France.  Sruce  1884  she  has  laid  herself  out 
deliberately  to  obtain  possession  of  the  whole  of 
the  islands  between^  Australia  and  New  Zea- 
land and  the  Isthmus  of  Panama ;  and,  although 
arrangements  were  made  between  the  Im- 
perial Governments  of  England  and  France, 
although  it  was  distinctly  understood  that  th» 
French  flag  was  not  to  be  hoisted  over  any 
except  certain  named  islands,  we  now  know, 
as  a  fact,  that  the  whole  of  the  islands,  extend- 
ing as  far  south  as  Easter  Island,  are  claimed 
by  France,  and  her  flag  is  now  floating  over 
them  ;  and,  when  our  Agent-General  tnadd 
representations  to  that  eflect,  the  reply  was, 
simply,  **  We  have  not  acknowledged  it."  But 
what  is  the  use  of  not  acknowledging  it,  if  tha 
French  flag  is  still  flying,  and  if  it  is  to  be 
permitted  to  fly,  there?  Then,  let  us  follow 
this  line  of  argument  out  a  little  further  and 
ask.  What  are  the  French  there  for?  Are  they 
there  for  the  purpose  of  colonization  ?  Do  they 
colonize  anywhere  ?  Have  they  a  single  colony 
that  ii  self-supporting  and  that  is  not  larffely 
aided  from  the  Treasury  of  France  ?  If  tney 
have  one,  at  any  rate  I  do  not  know  of  it. 
I  know  of  a  large  number  of  French  colonies, 
all  of  which  are  a  very  considerable  expense 
to  the  mother-country.  What  I  want  to  point 
out  is  that  the  Republican  Treasury  of  France 
has  to  maintain  these  colonies,  and  all  of  them 
at  a  very  large  expenditure.  Very  well,  then, 
we  come  to  the  question  that  I  have  just 
asked :  Why  is  France  extending  her  dominions 
in  these  seas  ?  What  can  be  her  object  ?  It 
is  not  settlement,  for,  as  the  Premier  has  said 
truly,  if  the  French  came  here  as  we  came  out, 
to  subdue  the  wilderness  and  to  conquer  it,  we 
should  receive  them,  I  believe,  witli  friendly 
greetings.  However,  that  is  not  their  object ; 
and  if  France  has  no  idea  of  colonization,  but 
is  only  making  dominions  here  so  as  to  pour 
out  her  worst  criminals  upon  these  seas  — 
if  that  is  her  object,  then,  I  ask,  what  is  in 
store  for  our  children  if  this  is  allowed  to  ga 
on?  Look  at  the  armaments  that  France 
has  in  these  seas  at  the  present  time ;  and  are 
we  to  suppose  that  we  can  escape  much  longer 
maintaining  fleets  to  watch  those  fleets  ?  The 
Imperial  Government,  before  they  increased 
the  Australian  fleet  —  before  they  made  this 
an  Admiral's  station — were  spending,  merely 
upon  the  maintenance  of  seamen  and  ships, 
£150,000  a  year  for  the  small  fleet  they  were 
keeping  in  these  seas.  We  know  that,  man  for 
man,  we  are  infinitely  better  able  to  pay  our 
fair  share  towards  that  expense  than  the  tax- 
payers of  England  are.  Then,  the  people  of 
England,  the  taxpayers  of  England,  are  begin- 
ning to  ask  the  question,  &nd  to  aak  it  rightly,. 
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"  Why  should  "wa  only  be  taxed  to  protect  these 
people  ?  "  And,  Sir,  what  does  that  mean  ?  It 
means  that,  if  we  are  not  part  and  parcel  of 
the  British  Empire  as  much  as  Kent  is,  we 
shall  soon  be  told  that  if  wo  \Vant  ships  for 
•defence  we  must  contribute  our  full  share  of 
the  cost  or  go  without.  And  it  means  some- 
thiiig  further:  it  means  that  the  people  of 
England  will  soon  say  to  us,  "  Either  you  be- 
long to  us  or  you  do  not  l3elong  to  us.  If 
you  daim  citizenship,  then  fulfil  the  duties  of 
citizenship ;  and  one  of  its  duties  is,  cleiarly,  to 
contribute  fairly  towards  the  expense  of  main- 
taining the  honour  of  the* Empire  all  over  the 
world."  And  then,  if  we  are  to  pay,  as  I  be- 
lieve we  must  and  shp,ll  have  to  pay,  we  have 
Kot  to  consider  how  we  can  get  a  fair  voice  in 
the  control.  Here,  again,  comes  this  question 
of  federation.  The  New  Zealand  delegates 
found,  when  they  got  to  Australia,  that  the 
idea  of  the  delegates  at  first  was  simply  to  see 
to  New  Guinea  and  the  New  Hebrides  :  they 
"thought  a  great  deal  of  the  New  Hebrides  and 
pf  New  Guinea:  but,  of  course,  we  said  at  once, 
•*  We  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  New 
Hebrides  and  with  New  Guinea,  unless  you  deal 
with  the  whole  of  the  islands  within  these  seas. 
"We  are  quite  prepared,  as  part  of  the  British 
Empire,  to  say  that  the  annexation  of  New* 
Guinea  is  a  matter  of  first-rate  importance 
to  the  British  Empire.  But,  then,  if  that  is 
6o,  we  must  look  at  the  whole  position  of  the 
British  Empire  within  these  seas."  Of  course 
that  only  had  to  be  put,  to  be  immediately 
recognized.  I  did  not  quite  understand  the 
Premier  in  the  same  way  that  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East  did.  I  did  not  un- 
•derstand  him  to  say  that  we  had  very  little 
interest  in  New  Guinea.  I  think  he  said  "very 
little  practical  interest,"  and  I  understood  biTn 
to  take  the  same  view  that  I  do — that  we  have 
an  Imperial  interest  in  New  Guinea ;  and  I  say 
we  have  a  great  Imperial  interest  in  it.  It  is 
■&n  important  position  to  guard  one  of  our  ways 
to  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  it  is  only  of  inter- 
est to  us,  then,  if  we  are  part  of  a  great  nation. 
If  we  are  to  become  a  nation  by  ourselves,  and 
•isolate  ourselves  from  the  rest  of  the  colonies, 
it  is  quite  impossible  for  us  to  talk  of  having 
posts  in  New  Guinea,  on  the  road  to  Panama, 
or  anywhere  else. .  We  must  be  content  with 
small  things,  if  we  are  to  be  small.  Now,  I 
ask,  supposing  we  do  not  federate,  what  is 
.going  to  happen?  —  that  is  to  say,  supposing 
we  are  not  prepared  to  say  to  our  fellow- 
colonists  in  Australia,  "  Yes,  we  are  prepared 
to  join  with  you  in  the  constitution  of  some 
Board  which  can  represent  jointly  our  feel- 
ings to  the  Imperial  Government  upon  aJl 
tmatters  outside  our  borders.  We  will  retain 
the  right  of  communicating  with  them  on  all 
matters  of  internal  policy ;  but  we  want  some- 
body who  can  speak  in  our  united  names  as 
to  the  policy  we  desire  outside."  But,  before 
going  into  that  question,  let  me  observe  this : 
that  almost  all  these  movements  which  have 
-originated  the  amalgamation  of  the  race,  as  it 
were,  have  come  from  outside.  Look  at  the 
^ood  that  has  been  done  in  Ireland.  Practi- 
Major  Atkinson 


cally,  the  legislation  which  the  English  PadiA- 
ment  has  been  passing  of  late  years  has  been 
brought  about  to  a  large  extent  by  outside  pres- 
sure from  America.  That  is  to  sa(y,  the-  Iri^- 
men  who  have  gone  abroad  have,  in  my  opinion, 
been  the  moving  power.  So  it  has  been  witib 
Scotland  also ;  and  so,  it  seems  to  me,  it  must 
be  in  regard  to  federation  of  the  Empire :  we 
shall  never  get  federation  of  the  Empire  except 
by  pressure  from  outside.  The  pressure  must 
come  from  the  colonies,  and  not  internally  from 
the  Home  Government.  I  have  come  to  that 
conclusion  with  very  great  regret ;  but  I  have 
come  to  it ;  and  I  fjiink,  if  honourable  gentle- 
men will  look,  they  will  see  that  the  British 
Parliament  is  so  taken  up  with  detail,  and  the 
British^Govemment  have  got  into  such  a  groove, 
that'  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  turn  their 
attention  to  welding  together  the  British  Em- 

Eire.  I  feel  very  great  regret  upon  this  point, 
ut  it  seems  to  me  to  be  so.  And  then,  following 
out  that  line  of  thought,  if  we  establish  on  this 
side  of  the  world  a  strong  Federal  Council,  with- 
out interfering  with  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
colonies,  and  Can  speak  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment on  matters  affecting  the  colonies,  and  if 
we  have,  as  we  know  we  have  in  Canada,  a  strong 
Federal  Government,  we  shall  be  in  a  position 
shortly  to  speak  to  the  British  people  with  such 
power  and  in  such  a  way  that  they  could  not 
possi  bly  misunderstand  the  necessitypf  drawing 
closer  the  bonds  which  unite  us.  I  fear  myself 
it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  remain  in  the 
position  in  which  we  are  now.  I  do  not  believe 
it  is  possible  that  the  bon^  which  is  keeping 
us  together  at  the  present  time  will  bear  any 
great  strain.  It  will  have  to  be  drawn  closer, 
or  be  very  much  slackened.  Now,  I  am  very 
strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  happiness  of  a 
great  peurt  of  the  human  race  depends  upon  the 
federation  of  the  British  people.  Therefore  I 
say  let  us  take  any  step,  even  at  a  sacrifice, 
which  will  help  to  bring  us  nearer  to  the 
British  Empire.  We  are  told,  "Look  at  the 
distance.  The  thing  is  impossible."  I  ask 
honourable  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  state  of 
Scotlajid  a  hundred  years  ago.  How  much 
nearer  was  it  to  London  than  we  are  now  t 
Why,  it  is  less  than  a  hundred  years  ago  that  a 
peer  got  up  in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Lords 
and  said,  "  If  any  noble  Lord  should  announce 
to  your  Lordships  that  a  person  could  get 
from  London  to  Edinburgh  in  a  fortnight,  he 
would  be  only  fit  to  be  sent  to  Bedlam."  We 
know  also  that,  when  the  United  States  took 
possession  of  the  Western  States,  it  took  the 
delegates  from  three  to  six  weeks  to  get  round 
to  Washington.  So  that  the  question  of  dis- 
tance, to  my  mind,  is  nothing.  I  believe  then 
is  no  difficulty  that  cajmot  be  overcome ;  but  I 
say  whatever  difficulty  there  is  has  got  to  be 
overcome,  because,  if  ever  we  are  to  bo  that 
power  in  the  world  which  we  ought  to  be,  and 
if  we  are  to  preserve  happiness  to  the  English- 
speaking  races,  it  will  be  by  federation ;  and  l^ 
federation  only  can  we  hope  to  retain  oar  posi- 
tion in  the  world.  And  now  let  us  look  at  what 
will  happen  if  we  do  not  federate.  It  is  cleac 
that  the  Australian  Colonies  will  go  on  with 
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federation.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is 
great  jealousy  between  those  colonies.  I  was 
very  much  struck  with  it  when  I  WEks  there, 
and  I  submit  that  their  interests  are  no  more 
identical  than  are  ours  with  theirs ;  and  there- 
fore there  would  be  no  fear  of  the  Australian 
Colonies  banding  together  to  outvote  us,  as 
some  honourable  gentlemen  appear  to  think. 
But,  suppose  the  Bill  is  passed  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament,  and  we  decline  to  take  advantage 
of  it  and  remain  outside — that,  no  doubt,  is 
in  our  power — what  will  happen  ?  First,  take 
the  instance  of  a  war  breakmg  out.  The  fleet, 
of  course,  will  have  its  head-quarters  in  Syd- 
ney, and  there  will  be  a  Federal  Council  in 
Australia  which  will  be  able  to  speak  with 
authority  to  the  Home  Government  in  the 
name  of  united  Australia.  We  can  write  de- 
spatches, as  the  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land East  did,  alike  when  ho  was  Gk>vemor  of 
a  Grown  colony,  and  as  Governor  of  a  consti- 
tutional colony,  and  as  Prime  Minister  of  a 
colony  with  responsible  Government;  but  .do 
you  think  for  a  moment  that  our  despatches 
will  be  considered  as  against  the  despatches 
of  the  Federal  Council  in  Australia  ?  Do  you 
think  that  our  wants  will  be  attended  to,  so 
long  as  there  are  wants  in  Australia  which 
require  to  be  looked  after  ?  No,  Sir,  it  is 
impossible ;  'and  it  is  quite  certain  that  the 
whole  of  the  defensive  powers  in  these  seas 
will  be  at  the  disposal  of  Australia.  Of  course 
that  would  be  only  right,  unless  we  are  pre- 
pared to  pay  such  an  enormous  sum  as  it  is 
impcssible  for  us  to  pay.  And,  then  —  what 
to  my  mind  is  of  greater  importance  —  what 
about  the  Pacific  Islands  ?  Have  we  no  duty 
towards  those  islands?  Do  we  not  desire  to 
have  a'  voice  in  the  policy  that  is  to  govern 
thorn  ?  I  say  we  do.  Then,  I  ask,  how  are  we 
to  obtain  it  ?  Some  honourable  members  think 
that  under  the  Annexation  and  Confederation 
Act  we  passed  the  session  before  last  we  should 
get  the  power.  Some  say,  "  Let  us  adopt  a  po- 
licy of  annexation,  and  take  possession  of  these 
islands."  The  honourable  member  for  Auck- 
land East  says  that  the  power  which  is  given 
to  Australia  will  be  given  to  us ;  but  I  say  that 
the  giving  of  such  a  power  to  three  millions 
of  people  with  conflicting  interests  is  not  the 
same  as.  giving  it  to  a  small  population  of  half 
a  million  of  people. 

Mr.  MACANDEEW.— We  shall  be  three 
millions  before  long. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  we  shall  live  to 
see  that  time  ;  but  I  ask,  by  the  time  we  are 
three  millions  of  people,  how  many  millions 
will  there  bo  in  Australia  ?  The  whole  of  this 
question  will  be  settled  long  before  we  arrive  at 
that  stage,  and  we  shall  be  too  late.  The  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  are  very  anxious  that  we  should 
join  them  now,  because  they  say,  in  a  truly 
imperial  spirit,  that  we  should  unite  to  be  a 
great  nation.  But,  if  we  choose  to  Stand  aloof, 
will  they  stand  still  ?  Will  they  not  fulfil  what 
they  consider  their  destinies'  and  duty?  Of 
course  they  will,  and  they  are  looking  forward  to 
the  duty  of  determining  what  is  to  be  the  policy 
of  the  Imperial  Government  in  these  seas  with 


regard  to  the  islands,  which  may  be  a  source 
of  the  greatest  blessing  or  the  greatest  curse  to 
this  part  of  the  world.  If  we  are  going  to  lose 
this  opportunity,  and  are  going  to  be  isolated, 
let  us  understand  what  that  means.  Do  not 
let  us  be  misled  into  the  belief  that  that  power 
will  be  given  to  us  under  the  Annexation  Act 
or  by  any  other  Act.  We  are  going  to  aban- 
don our  duty  to  the  islanders  in  these  seas. 
We  know  the  bulk  of  the  trade  goes  to  the 
Australian  Colonies,  and  they  are  not  going  to 
lose  that  trade  if  we  say  we  do  not  care  to 
have  a  voice  in  the  matter.  No  doubt  the  ef- 
fect of  non-federation  means  this :  that  either 
we  shall  have  to  expend  enormous  sums  in 
self-defence,  or  we  shall  have  to  make  large 
contributions  to  the  Imperial  Government,  and 
run  the  risk  of  being  served  after  the  Aus- 
tralian  Colonies  have  been  served.  And  that 
would  be  quite  right.  But,  if  we  are  so  im- 
portant a  country  as  we  consider  we  are,  and 
if  we  are  to  develop  into  a  great  nation,  and 
to  have  a  voice  in  the  policy  of  these  seas,  we 
must  be  prepared  to  do  our  duty.  I  feel  as 
sure  as  that  I  stand  here  that,  if  we  fail  to  joiii 
the  Australian  Colonies,  they  will  simply  prtK 
ceed  to  do  the  work  themselves ;  and  we  sliall 
have  no  voice  in  it  whatever.  I  venture  to  say 
that,  when  the  people  of  New  Zealand  come 
to  imderstand  that  not  joining  in  federation 
means  having  no  voice  in  the  policy  that  ruled 
these  seas,  there  will  be  great  disappolDtment- 
throughout  the  land,  and  great  indignation 
also.  It  behoves  those  honourable  gentlemen 
who  tell  us  we  should  paddle  our  own  canoe 
to  show  us  how  we  are  to  paddle  it  in  the 
direction  I  have  been  pointing  out.  No  doubii 
one  great  evil  that  is  about  to  visit  these 
seas,  should  the  determination  of  the  French 
Government  be  carried  out,  will  to  a  great  ex* 
tent  be  got  over  if  the  Australasian  Colonies 
make  up  their  minds  to  federate;  but  theiz 
voice  will  be  weakened  in  a  proportionate  ex- 
tent if  we  determine  to  separate  from  them. 
No  doubt  their  representations  will  have  a 
strong  effect ;  but  I  say  that,  as  one  man,  the 
European  population  of  these  colonies  should 
rise  against  permitting  French  criminals  to  be 
poured  out  on  any  of  the  islands  of  these  seas. 
And  those  honourable  members  who  have  fol- 
lowed this  question  will  see  that  it  is  one  of 
very  urgent  importance ;  for — I  do  not  know 
whether  the  honourable  gentleman  knows  it, 
but — it  is  a  fact  that  the  French  Government 
not  only  propose  to  send  out  men,  but  to  send 
out  women  to  marry  these  men,  and  that 
the  marriageable  women  who  have  committed 
offences  are  pardoned  if  they  come  out  to 
marry  the  convicts  in  these  seas.  If  there  is 
any  truth  in  the  doctrine  of  descent,  I  ask 
honourable  gentlemen  just  to  consider  what 
that  means.  Plainly,  it  means  bringing  into 
the  world  in  these  seas  a  thoroughly  debased 
population;  and,  to  'my  mind,  there  is  no 
question  but  that  one  of  the  ideas  was  to  over- 
run the  New  Hebrides  with  these  convicts  by 
means  of  French  companies,  and  shortly  then 
to  say  that,  as  it  has  been  peopled  practi- 
cally by  Frenchmen,  France  must  take  poa- 
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session  of  it.  I  am  sorry  to  have  troubled  the 
House  at  suph  length ;  but  the  subject,  to  my 
mind,  is,  as  I  have  said,  one  of  the  very  greatest 
importance,  and  I  want  to  impress  upon  the 
House,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  the  necessity  for 
immediate  action.  I  believe  that  now  is  our 
opportunity.  I  believe  that,  if  we  lose  this 
opportunity,  the  work  will  proceed  without  us, 
without  our  having  a  voice  in  the  matter ;  and 
I  do  beg  of  the  House  to  agree  to  the  establish- 
ment of  some  power,  some  Council,  which, 
npon  Imperial  matters  relating  to  the  islands 
in  these  seas,  can  speak  in  the  united  names 
of  tiiese  colonies.  That  is  what  I  desire  to  see. 
Can  any  one  doubt  that  it  is  our  race  that  will 
be  ultimately  dominant  in  these  seas?  And 
can  any  one  doubt  that,  if  we  do  not  now  lay 
the  lines  of  that  power,  the  cost,  both  in  blood 
and  treasure,  will  oe  enormously  greater  in  years 
to  come  ?  As  I  said  before,  other  Powers  are 
getting  a  hold  upon  these  seas.  They  are  not 
^letting  it  with  a  view  to  settlement,  but  with 
ulterior  views ;  and,  if  a  nation  like  France  ob- 
tains possession  with  a  view  of  deporting  all  her 
.  worst  criminals  here,  it  will  be  mipossible  for 
us  to  escape  enormous  expenditure  in  the  future 
in  keeping  a  fleet  and  armies  to  watch  the 
fleets  and  armies  which  she  keeps.  She  might 
at  any  time  abandon  the  whole  of  her  posses- 
sions here,  and  it  would  be  no  loss  to  her 
empire.  She  must  maintain  a  fleet  for  Euro- 
pean purposes,  and  she  can  leave,  if  she  choose, 
if  pressed  at  any  time,  the  whole  of  these  pos- 
sessions for  any  other  purpose;  and  yet  we 
must  maintain  a  fleet  to  watch  her  fleet.  I 
hope  that  any  honourable  gentlemen  who  think 
diflerently  will  show  us  how  it  is  possible  for 
us  to  move  the  Imperial  Grovemment  to  watch 
these  matters,  except  by  some  body  which  can 
speak  in  the  name  of  the  united  colonies. 
That  is  the  difficulty  which  I  have.  If  I  be- 
lieved we  could  promote  Imperial  federation 
by  separate  representations,  then  I  should  be 
strongly  in  favour  of  remaining  as  we  are ;  but 
I  say  that,  if  any  honourable  gentleman  will 
read  the  correspondence  with  the  Home  Go- 
vernment, if  he  will  read  Lord  Derby's  de- 
spatches, he  will  see  that  it  is  impossible  to 
move  them  in  any  direction  by  the  motion  of 
any  separate  colony.  And  the  whole  history 
of  the  world  at  the  present  time  tells  us  that 
we  are  powerless  without  combination.  That 
is  the  history  of  all  the  powerful  peoples  of 
the  world  at  the  present  moment ;  and  if 
Ve  are— as  1  fear  we  must,  for  some  time — 
to  maintain  fleets  and  armies  in  these  seas 
until  our  power  is  dominant,  then  I  say  that 
can  only  be  done  by  union  with  the  Imperial 

Eower,  and  imion  among  ourselves;  and  I  do 
ope,  Sir,  that  this  House  will  now  seize  the 
opportunity  of  agreeing  to  resolutions  which 
will  show  that,  while  we  desire  to  maintain  our 
full  authority  within  our  own  borders,  we  are 
prepared  to  unite  with  the  Australian  Colonies 
in  a  matter  of  what  I  call  Imperial  policy. 
And,  with  regard  to  the  matter  of  expense. 
I  confess  I  think  very  little  about  it.  I  look 
upon  this  after-claim  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment with  the  deepest  regret :  not  because  of 
Major  Atkinson 


the  £15,000 — I  do  not  care  about  that  at  all^ 
but  it  shows  me  that  they  haVe  not  in  any  -wtkj 
grasped  the  position.    Pressure  was  put  by  the 
Australian  Cfolonies  upon  the  Imperial  Govezn- 
ment  to  annex  New  Guinea  and  assume  a  zofr- 
sonable  control  over  the  labour  traffic;  ttnd 
apparently  the  question  was  asked  by  some 
one  in  authority,  "  What  will  it  cost  ?  "    "  Oh, 
I  dare  say,"  replied  some  official,  not  knowing 
much  about' the  question,  "about  £10,000  oc 
£16,000  will  do  it."    Without  any  calculation, 
as  it  seems,  £10,000  was  first  proposed;  then 
£15,000.    The  Imperial  Government  asked  for 
£15,000  annually,  and  the  colonies  jointly  were 
prepared  to  pay  that  sum ;  but  when  the  Im- 
perial authorities  considered  the  matter  further 
they  doubled  their  demand,  asking   £80,000 
annually  instead  of  £15,000,  and  said,  "  If  you 
are  not  prepared  to  pay  the  £30,000  now  asked, 
Major-General  Scratchley  must  do  the  best  he 
can  on  £15,000."     That  shows  me  to  a  stUl 
greater  extent  the  urgency  of  getting  a  power 
which  can  speak  in  the  name  of  the  colonies. 
If  the  Imperial  Government  are  to  still  main- 
tain the  power  which  I  hope  they  will,  then, 
I  say,  they  must  understand  what  is  necessary 
to  be  done  in  these  seas.     And  it  seems  to  me 
hopeless  to  get  them  to  understand  the  posi- 
tion, without  some  such  authority  which  shall 
watch  our  interests,  which  are*  the  Imperial 
interests;  and  I  say  this  little  instance — this 
extra  demand  —  shows  that  the  question  was 
never  thought  out  or  considered  as  it  ought  to 
be  considered,  being  a  matter  of  Imperial  in- 
terest.   I  think  we  can  very  fairly  say,  "  You 
asked  us  for  £15,000,  and  we  have  given  it  to 
you:    you  must  be  content  at  present.     If, 
presently,  you  demand  more,  we  are  prepared 
to  give  it,  if  it  is  due  by  us."    But  I  venture 
to  think  the  Imperial  Government  itself  have 
duties  in  this  matter.    Whatever  may  be  their 
position  in  this  matter,  I  trust  that  the  colonies 
here  will  find  whatever  money  will  be  necee- 
sary  to  carry  out  eji  effective  control — and  that 
immediately  —  of  the  labour  traffic  in  these 
seas;   and  therefore  I  should  be   quite  pre- 
pared to  support,  if  necessBjy,  the  demand  for 
£30,000  a  year — even  more,  if  it  is  shown  to  be 
necessary.    But  I  think  we  ought  to  point  out 
to  the  Home  Government,  at  the  same  time, 
that  they  also  have  a  duty,  and  they  ought 
really  to  carefully  examine  the  matter,  and 
let  us  understand  more   definitely   than  we 
do  what  they  propose  to  do  with  the  money. 
Another  great  advantage  I  see  in  piaying  the 
money  is  this :  that,  as  soon  as  we  contribute 
for  this  purpose,  it  will  not  be  long  before  we 
are  asked   to    contribute    something  towards 
the  Imperial  navy.     I  feel  satisfied  that  that 
is  coming.      We  shall  be  asked  to  contribute 
towards  the  cost  of  the  Imperial  navy  in  these 
sea£ ;  and,  whenever  that  comes,  I  shall  sup- 
port it  with  great  delight,  because  I  look  upon 
it  as  another  step  in  the  direction  of   Im- 
perial federation.    This  is  quite  certain :  that 
no  English-speaking  community  will  ever  con- 
sent to  pay  money  for  any  length  of  tinae 
without  having  some  control  as  to  the  way  in 
which  it  is  spent;  and  therefore  I  am  quite 
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zeady  —  as  I  believe  the  pressure  has  got  to 
come  from  us  —  to  begin  oy  paying,  in  order 
that  presently  we  may  have  a  voice  in  the 
expenditure ;  and  1  hope  that  this  House  will, 
■as  the  Premier  has  so  eloquently  put  it,  see  its 
way  to  agree  cordially  in  the  proposition  of  the 
Premier  as  submitted  to  us ;  except,  Sir,  that 
I  should  like  to  see  the  honourable  gentleman 
.strike  out — as  he  told  us  he  is  willing  to  do,  or 
does  not  care  much  about  it — subsection  (e), 
and  I  should  like  to  see  him  amend  subsection 
(g)  to  this  effect.  If  he  strikes  out  (e),  he  will 
see  that  this  is  almost  a  consequential  amend- 
ment.   I  should  like  (g)  to  read  thus : — 

"  This  House  is  of  opinion  that  further  nego- 
tiations should  take  place  between  the  Austral- 
asiah  Colonies  with  regard  to  federation ;  and 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  question 
he  postponed  until  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment." 

I  hope  the  honourable  gentleman  will  see  his 
way  to  accepting  this  amendment.  If  he  does, 
it  will  show  that  the  House  will  be  prepared 
to  cajry  out  the  views  of  the  Conference.  And 
it  does  this :  It  enables  them  to  establish  a 
body  which  can  speak  in  the  name  of  the 
united  colonies,  instructed  by  each  Parliament, 
and  yet  without  any  power  at  all  to  interfere 
with  the  internal  legislation  of  any  one  of  the 
colonies.  I  thank  the  House  for  the  attention 
it  has  been  plea.sed  to  give  me,  and  I  do  trust 
that  honourable  members  will  see  their  way  to 
-cany  the  resolutions,  with  this  slight  amend- 
ment ;  and  I  believe  then  we  shall  have  done 
a  great  work,  not  only  for  the  present,  but  for 
our  children  and  our  children's  children. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL. — It  seems  to  me  very  clear 
from  the  speeches  which  have  been  made  that 
the  Government  occupies  a  singular  position  in 
the  controversy.  It  is  clear  that  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  goes  all  the  way  with 
those  who  take  the  view  that  the  Victorian  Go- 
vernment does  with  regard  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention.  And  it  is  clear  that  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East  is  of 
opinion  that  we  should  be  running  great  danger, 
by  allowing  ourselves  to  federate  with  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies,  of  impairing  the  prospects  of 
federation  with  the  Empire.  Now,  a  veiy  great 
deal  that  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Egmont  finds  entire  echo  in  my  mind, 
and  I  was  glad  to  see  that  the  honourable 
member  dealt,  if  he  will  permit  me  to  say  so, 
vnih  the  question  in  so  practical  a  fashion,  and 
did  not  import  into  it,  as  one  would  naturally 
feel  inclined  to  do,  sentiment.  What  we  have 
to  consider  is  not  sentiment,  but  what  is  for 
the  benefit  of  all  the  colonies.  It  is  a  very 
important  decision  we  have  to  arrive  at.  It 
is  an  exceedingly  anomalous  thing  that  this 
inatter,  fraught  with  so  much  importance  to 
the  colony  in  its  future,  should  come  on  this 
evening  after  the  passing  of  the  Appropriation 
Bill.  Were  it  really  the  case  that  our  decision 
this  night  would  settle  the  question  of  federa- 
tion, we  should  hold  in  our  hands  an  enormous 
responsibility.  The  action  taken  by  New  South 
Wales  since  the  Convention  relieves  this  colony 
•of  anything  like  the  importance  that  it  would 


hold  in  the  matter,  since,  whether  we  decide 
one  way  or  the  other,  still  a  great  deal  of  doubt 
will  remain  as  to  how  far  it  would  be  possible 
to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  Australian  Con- 
vention. To  put  the  matter  in  a  practical  point 
of  view,  we  have  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
annexation  of  New  Guinea,  and  of  our  con- 
tribution towards  the  cost  of  governing  New 
Guinea,  the  question  of  the  establishment  of 
convict  settlements  in  the  Pacific,  and  lastly 
the  question  as  to  the  extent  to  which  we 
are  willing  to  bind  ourselves  to  join  with 
the  Austz^lian  Colonies  in  a  federal  union 
of  a  more  or  less  intimate  extent.  As  to  the 
initiation  of  the  question,  we  know  that  it 
arose  out  of  the  annexation  by  Queensland  of 
New  Guinea,  with  the  view  of  forcing  the  hand 
of  the  Imperial  Government.  We  know  also 
— and  the  honourable  member  who  spoke  last 
brought  it  out  very  well  when  he  sppke  of  the 
necessity  of  exercising  outside  pressure  —  we 
know  that  we  cannot  get  the  Imperial  Gk>- 
vemment  to  move  in  these  matters  without 
bringing  outside  pressure  to  bear.  W^hat  we 
have  seen  going  on  during  the  last  twelve 
months  is  similar  to  what  was  going  on  at  the 
time  when  outside  pressure  forced  the  Iinperial 
Government  to  the  annexation  of  Fiji.  With- 
out that  outside  pressure  Fiji  would  not  have 
been  annexed.  Without  that  outside  pres- 
sure New  Guinea  would  not  be  annexed.  The 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  desires  such 
an  intimate  federation  as  will  always  give  us 
an  easy  means  of  bringing  an  agitation  to  bear 
upon  the  Imperial  Government.  While  the 
Convention  in  Sydney  favoured  the  annexation 
of  Ne^  Guinea,  they  were  exceedingly  hostile 
to  an  increased  convict  settlement  in  these 
seas.  They  were  favourable  to  a  contribution 
to  the  cost  of  providing  for  a  Protectorate  over 
New  Guinea,  and  to  a  certain  extent  they  ap- 
proved federation.  A  Protectorate  has  been 
already  assumed  over  New  Guinea,  but  that  it 
is  of  a  very  unsatisfactory  nature  honourable 
members  may  gather  from  the  discontent  ex- 
pressed by  the  Agents  -  General,  and  from  the 
fact  that  Lord  Carnarvon,  who  has  certainly  the 
well-being  of  the  colonies  at  heart,  has  called 
attention  to  its  very  partial  nature.  The  Eng- 
lish Government  propose  to  depart  from  the 
usual  plan  of  a  Crown  colony,  by  suggesting  to 
the  other  colonies  that,  if  they  will  double  their 
contributions,  it  will  allow  them  to  have  a 
Board  of  Advice  to  assist  the  High  Commis- 
sioner. To  my  mind,  this  would  be  of  very 
little  importance,  because  I  am  convinced  that, 
if  New  Guinea  is  governed  with  ordinary  pru- 
dence, and  if  we  assume  such  an  amount  of 
authority  over  it  as  we  should  do,  it  will  be- 
come a  self-supporting  colony,  and  the  aanount 
of  contribution  we  make  will  only  be  for  two  or 
three  years.  The  same  thing  was  attempted 
when  Fiji  was  annexed.  The  colonies  wore 
asked  if  they  would  contribute.  They  declined 
to  do  so,  because  they  had  not  been  consulted. 
If  they  had  been  consulted,  and  had  contri- 
buted, their  contributions  would  not  have  lasted 
beyond  some  eighteen  or  twenty  months,  for 
the  colony  soon  became  self -supporting.   There 
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is  every  likelihood  that  such  will  be  the  case 
with  New  Guinea.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
convict  question,  there  is  absolute  unanimity 
of  opinion  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Ans* 
tialasian  Ck>lonie8  that  it  would  be  disastrous 
to  them  all  to  see  an  extension  of  the  convict 
system  to  any  part  of  the  Pacific.  As  to  the 
way  in  which  they  expressed  their  horror  and 
abhorrence  of  the  thing,  that  may  be  a  ques- 
tion upon  which  some  difference  of  opinion  may 
be  entertained,  but  that  they  all  felt  to  the 
largest  possible  extent  that  horror  and  abhor- 
rence there  is  no  doubt.  "Whatever  difference 
of  opinion  there  may  exist  as  to  the  mode  of  ac- 
tion, there  is  entire  unanimity  of  opinion  as  to 
the  object  we  all  aspire  to  attain — to  put  a  stop 
to  the  convict  system  within  these  seas.  Now, 
Sir,  we  come  to  the  question  of  federation. 
It  is  a  singular  thing  that  one  of  the  resolutions 
passed  in  Sydney,  although  not  recapitulated 
in  the  final  resolutions,  declared  that  federa- 
tion was  premature.  The  honourable  member 
for  Egmont,  who  asked  us  to  leave  out  a  simi- 
lar subsection  of  our  resolutions,  was  a  party  to 
the  passing  of  a  resolution  at  the  Convention, 
which  said, — 

^*  That  this  Convention,  recognizing  that  the 
time  has  not  yet  arrived  at  which  a  complete 
federal  union  of  the  Australasian  Colonies  can 
be  attained,  but  considering  that  there  are 
many  matters  of  general  interest  with  respect 
to  which  united  action  would  be  advantageous, 
adopts  the  accompanying  draft  Bill,"  &c. 

The  Convention  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  federation  was  premature,  and  yet  they 
proposed  a  measure  to  lead  up  to  federation. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  Convention  arrived  at 
that  conclusion  on  much  the  same  principle 
that  guides  the  oihnibus-conductor  to  take  any 
number  of  passengers,  in  the  assurance  that 
when  he  shuts  the  door  tliey  will  settle  down. 
The  Convention  seemed  to  think  that  it  was 
premature  to  go  into  federation. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  am  afraid  the  honour- 
able gentleman  did  not  hear  me  distinctly.  I 
said  that  every  member  of  that  Convention  was 
opposed  to  such  a  confederation  as  Canada 
had  —  that  is,  a  complete  fedemtion.  What 
they  desired  was  simply  a  federation  which 
would  enable  the  colonies  to  approach  the  Im- 
perial Government  upon  questions  of  material 
policy  which  they  desired  to  see  put  in  force  in 
the  South  Seas.  There  is  no  contrfiidiction 
between  the  Act  adopted  by  the  Convention 
and  the  opinions  expressed. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— The  opinion  of  the  Conven- 
tion is  here  on  record.  The  Convention,  find- 
ing that  federation  was  outside  any  practical 
policy  at  the  time,  endeavoured  to  adopt  an 
alternative,  which  they  thought  would  lead  up 
to  federation.  The  honourable  member  has  elo- 
quently and  powerfully  expressed  his  high  aspi- 
rations as  to  the  results  that  were  to  follow  from 
this  measure.  I  think  they  began  at  the  wrong 
end  with  this  Federal  Council  Bill.  It  seems  to 
me  tluit  federation  should  commence  with  an 
assimilation  of  the  material  interests  of  the 
various  colonies  concerned,  and  a  consideration 
of  whether  those  interests  can  be  sufficiently 
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assimilated  to  make  the  foundation  of  a  bond 
of  union.  Afterwards  the  question  of  legisla- 
tive machinery  would  Eurise.  The  Convention 
have,  in  this  case,  taken  exactly  the  opposite 
course.  They  have  provided  a  legislative  ma- 
chinery ingeniously  devised,  and  overlooked  the, 
fact  that,  if  there  be  not  that  material  agree-' 
ment  between  the  colonies  on  matters  of  im- 
portance, if  such  an  alliance  be  made,  and 
supposing  the  Council  be  carried  on  on  the 
lines  proposed,  the  colonies  will  be  on  much 
worse  terms  than  hitherto,  and,  instead  of  pro- 
moting the  federation  of  the  colonies,  we 
should  do  more  to  set  them  at  variance  with 
each  other.  We  know  that  the  relations  of  the 
peoples  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria 
have  often  been  in  a  high  state  of  tension ;  but 
never  before  have  they  reached  such  a  degree 
of  tension  as  at  the  present  time.  What  is 
the  danger  in  regard  to  the  Federal  Bill  as  it 
now  stands?  On  the  one  hand,  there  is  the 
avowed  intention  of  some  of  its  supporters  to 
bring  into  intimate  federation  tne  various 
colonies;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  we  have 
the  equally-palpable  danger  that  the  colonies 
not  desiring  such  an  intimate  federation  will 
be  throwing  themselves  into  the  opposite 
scale,  QJid  there  will  be,  from  the  very  in- 
ception, a  constant  struggle  between  the  sepa- 
rate colonies  and  the  Federal  Council.  That 
Federal  Council  cannot  be  in  harmony  with 
the  various  colonies.  In  the  first  instance,  the 
Council  will  only  meet  once  in  two  years,  and 
it  may  work  by  Committees',  sknd  yet  to  this 
body,  which  is  only  to  meet  once  in  two  years* 
and  which  may  work  by  Committees,  we  aace 
asked  to  abandon  all  our  rights  of  representa- 
tion to  the  Mother-country  —  to  leave  to  that 
body,  worked  in  that  spasmodic  and  intermit- 
tent manner,  the  whole  weight  and  responsi- 
bility of  making  such  representations  from  time 
to  time  as  may  be  required.  Sir,  the  odds  ate 
somewhat  against  the  Council  being 'in  session 
just  at  the  time  ^hen  communications  requiie 
to  be  made.  We  are,  therefore,  placed  in  this 
position :  Either  there  will  be,  what  there  is 
now,  an  interchange  of  opinion  between  the 
various  Governments,  with  the  view  to  united 
action;  or  the  seVeral  coloniies  will  be  bound 
by  the  action  of  Committees  appointed  under 
this  Act,  which  Committees  would  have  at 
their  control,  so  to  speak,  the  destinies  of  the 
several  colonies.  Then,  the  nature  of  the  re- 
presentation of  this  Coimcil  absolutely  forbids 
the  placing  substantial  power  in  its  hands.  It 
is  not  in  accordance  with  the  genius  of  our 
representative  system,  nor  indeed  witl|  that  of 
any  of  the  other  colonies,  that  there  should  be 
a  representation  so  wholly  distinct  from  tiae 
question  of  population.  In  this  Council  it  is 
proposed  that  each  of  the  constitutional  colonies 
sliall  have  two  members,  and  each  Crown 
colony  one  member,  without  any  reference  to 
population.  It  may  therefore  follow,  with  the 
greatest  possible  ease,  that  one  or  two  powerful 
colonies,  with  the  Crown  colonics  possessing 
exceedingly  small  populations,  may  override 
the  wishes  of  by  far  the  largest  majority  of 
the  population  within  the  proposed  federation* 
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Now,  that  ia  entirely  opposed  to  our  system — en- 
tiiely  opposed  to  ouV  ideas — of  representation ; 
■nd  it  is  equally  opposed — if  it  was  well  under- 
stood in  Australia — to  any  representative  system 
within  constitutional  colonies.  I  have  made  a 
ealculation,  and  I  find  that  Victoria,  Tasmania, 
Western  Australia,  and  Fiji  could  very  nearly 
Oferride  all  the  rest  of  the  colonies — New  South 
Wales,  South  Australia,  Queensland,  and  New 
Zealand.  Now,  to  risk  a  possibility  of  that  kind 
would  be  absurd,  taking  into  consideration  the 
fekct  that  all  the  colonies  have  always  voted 
for  representation  founded  on  a  population 
basis.  With  regard  to  representations  to  the 
Colonial  Office,  I  am  not  sure  that  I  agree  with 
the  honourable  member  who  leads  us  to  think 
that  the  united  representation  of  one  dominion 
will  have  more  power  than  the  several  repre- 
sentations of  separate  colonies.  I  am  not  sure 
that  he  is  right  in  that  matter.  But  I  am  sure 
of  this :  that,  until  there  is  a  substantial  agree- 
ment upon  the  material  questions  which  shall 
guide  and  be  the  basis  of  federation,  no  one 
oolony  that  I  know  of  is  in  a  position  to  aban- 
don its  present  right  of  direct  representation  to 
and  intercourse  with  the  Mother-country.  We 
know  what  the  Dominion  of  Canada  is.  There 
is  but  one  point  of  communication  between 
Downing  Street  and  Canada :  that  point  is  the 
head  of  the  Dominion  Government.  We  know 
that,  as  the  Federal  Council  Bill  is  now  framed, 
a  like  result  is  held  out — that  there  will  be  one 
source  only  of  representation  to  the  Mother- 
country  ;  and  that  the  harmonizing  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  different  colonies  will  create  the 
condition  precedent  to  the  federation  of  the 
Australian  Dominion.  It  is  utterly  impossible 
for  New  Zealand  to  abandon  its  rights  of  inde- 
pendent representation  to  the  Mother-country. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  is  not  proposed. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Let  me  say  this :  We  can- 
not accept  that  portion  of  the  Bill  which  aJ- 
bws  of  joint  representation  on  behalf  of  the 
colonies  as  a  whole  to  the  Mother-country  as 
a  substitute  for  the  sep|brate  representation 
the  different  colonies  now  enjoy.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont,  whilst  expressing 
extreme  views  on  the  subject  of  the  Conven- 
tion, chose  to  consider  that  on  this  point  he 
was  in  harmony  with  the  opinions  expressed 
by  the  Premier.  I  was  absent  at  the  time  the 
Premier  spoke,  bu^  it  seems  to  me,  as  far  as  I 
know  the  opinions  of  the  Premier  and  the  Go- 
vernment, that  that  is  not  the  view  of  the  Pre- 
mier or  ihQ  Government.  What  we  think  is 
that  the  Federal  Council  ought  to  be  nothing 
more  than  a  legalized  form  of  colonial  Conven- 
tion, and  not  a  Federal  Council  in  the  sense 
that  it  should  have  the  right  to  speak  on  be- 
.half  of  the  colonies  as  a  united  body.  And, 
Sir,  equally,  I  think,  the  honourable  member 
is  mistaken  as  to  the  effect  of  subsection  (8)  of 
olause  15  of  the  Federal  Council  Bill.  He  says 
that  under  that  clause  no  legislation  can  be 
passed  affecting  particular  colonies  unless  a 
desire  for  such  legislation  has'  first  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  colonies  interested.  But  I  do 
not  think  he  stated  the  whole  effect  of  that 
It  is  true  that  a  matter  cannot  be 
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dealt  with  unless  it  shall  have  been  referred  to 
the  Convention  by  colonies  interested ;  but  I 
take  it  that,  if  the  colonies  once  refer  a  matter 
to  the  Convention,  it  is  then  beyond  their  power 
to  control  the  legislation  of  the  Convention  on 
that  subject.  If  they  send  a  draft  Bill  to  the 
Convention,  it  may  be  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  Conven- 
tion; and  those  amendments  might  be  of  a 
character  that  would  not  at  all  suit  the  colo- 
nies interested.  We  know  that  the  alteration 
of  a  single  word  in  a  Bill  sometimes  changes 
the  whole  character  of  the  Bill.  We  see  that 
in  eveiy-day  experience.  We  are  constantly 
referring  matters  to  Select  Committees  for  in- 
quiry and  report,  but  we  always  review  the  de- 
cisions of  those  Committees,  and  it  has  never 
been  contended,  so  far  as  I  know,  that  we  should 
be  bound  by  the  opinions  of  Select  Committees. 
Although  colonies  may  refer  a  subject  to  the 
Federal  Council,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
guarantee  that  the  legislation  that  will  taJce 
place  upon  such  reference  will  be  in  accordance 
with  the  wish  of  the  colonies  making  the  refer- 
ence. I  do  not  think  that  there  is  that  con- 
sonance between  the  views  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  and  those  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  that  point  which  the  honourable  mem- 
ber claims.  We  say  that,  before  any  law  passed 
by  the  Council  should  come  into  operation  in  a 
colony,  that  colony  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  saying  whether  it  is  prepared  to  accept  that 
law.  As  the  honourable  mepiber  has  only  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  excise  that  portion  of  our 
resolutions  whicli  forbids  direct  representation 
by  the  proposed  Council  to  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment, I  presume  he  is  willing  to  accept 
that  part  which  says  that  no  law  passed  by  the 
Council  shall  have  force  until  it  .has  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  colony  or  colonies  affected  by 
it.  There  is  another  point  which  is  worthy  of 
consideration.  We  cannot  blink  our  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  we  are  not  yet  in  a  .position  to 
deal  with  federation  as  a  practical  question; 
and  there  is  this  further  fact :  that  New  South 
Wales  has  virtually  withdrawn  from  the  posi- 
tion'taken  up  at  the  Conference,  inasmuch  as» 
after  very  long  delay,  it  has  refused  to  pass  any 
resolutions  on  the  subject.  We  cannot  but 
approve  the  ground  which  the  honourabla 
member  for  Egmont  takes  so  wisely,  that  it  is 
of  importance  to  us  to  remain  in  friendly 
relations  with  the  Australian  Colonies  as  a 
whole ;  but  we  may  have  a  difficulty  in  doing 
that  if  we  espouse  the  extreme  views  of  either 
of  the  two  parties  which  now  undoubtedly 
exist  in  -  Australia  on  the  subject.  It  is 
clear  there  is  a  split  in  the  camp  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonics,  and  it  would  no  more  suit 
us  to  bo  on  unfriendly  terms  with  Now  South 
Wales  than  with  Victoria.  It  is  of  importance 
to  us  that  we  should  be  on  friendly  terms  with 
Australia  as  a  whole ;  but  we  cannot  be  if  we 
espouse  too  strongly  either  side  of  the  question. 
If  New. South  Wales  decline  to  join,  Queenfr- 
land  will  not  come  in ;  and  it  would  appear 
that  these  two  colonies  will  take  one  view  of 
the  question,  and  Victoria  and  Tasmania  the 
other,  possibly  with  the  adherence  of  South 
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Australia.  What  South  Australia  would  do  is 
not  quite  clear  to  me.  She  is  coterminous 
with  Victoria  on  one  side,  and  also  coterminous 
with  New  South  Wales  in  respect  of  a  large 
amount  of  territory.  There  is  'not  the  same 
importance  attachable  to  our  decision  this 
evening  as  might  have  been  the  case  if  all  the 
Australias  were  agreed;  New  South  Wales  has 
arrived  at  a  difierent  conclusion  from  Victoria, 
and  it  is  evident  it  will  not  suit  New  Zealand 
to  throw  herself  into  the  arms  of  either  side. 
Now,  Sir,  I  want  to  say  a  few  words  as  to 
whether  federation  is  desirable.  The  Aus- 
tralian continent  is  made  up  of  a  few  huge  colo- 
nies, which  have  managed  with  wonderful  skill, 
I  think,  to  conduct  their  affairs  in  a  manner 
which  has  been  in  consonance  with  the  views 
of  their  peoples.  They  have  adopted  popular 
Institutions,  and  have  made  substantial  mate- 
rial progress.  But  it  cannot  be  supposed,  as 
the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  seems  to 
assume,  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  the 
break-up  of  some  of  these  large  colonies  into 
smaller  divisions.  It  .is  in  my  opinion  certain 
that  the  Northern  Territory  will  not  always 
continue  to  be  governed  from  South  Australia ; 
and  it  is  equally  certain  tl^at  the  enormous 
Colony  of  Western  Australia  must,  in  the 
course  of  time,  be  broken  up  into  two  or 
more  colonies.  It  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  same  will  be  the  case  with  Queensland. 
I  am  far  from  arriving  at  the  conclusion 
that,  although  these  colonies  seem  to  be  well 
managed  at  present,  vexatious  conditions  may 
not  arise  which  would  interfere  with  the 
progress  of  unity  and  federation ;  and,  on  the 
whole,  it  is  far  from  clear  to  my  mind  that 
federation  amongst  themselves  would  be  of 
material  advantage  to  the  colonies.  And  now 
I  come  to  the  resolution  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East.  I  am  sorry  the 
honourable  gentleman  introduced  America  into 
his  resolution.  We  cannot  be  unaware  that 
the  population  of  the  United  States  must 
be  included  in  EngUsh  -  speaking  peoples,  for 
it  speaks  a  sort  of  English  at  the  present 
time,  although  its  language  is 'rapidly  becom- 
ing less  like  ours.  Still,  you  must  include  it 
in  the  English-speaking  races ;  but  I  do  not 
think  we  are  called  upon  to  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  annexation  with  the  United  States,  nor 
do  I  think  it  is  desirable  -to  do  so.  I  am  ope 
of  those  who  think  we  should  help-  on  as 
far  as  we  can  the  federation  of  the  British 
Empire.  I  do  not  yield  to  any  one  in  warmth 
of  desire  for  that,  but  I  do  not .  know  that  fede- 
ration of  the  colonies  would  help  it  on.  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  agree  with  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East  that  federation  of 
the  colonies  separately  from  the  rest  of  the 
Empire  would  not  promote  the  federation  of 
the  Empire,  but,  on  the  contrary,  might  be  an 
obstacle  in  its  way.  I  agree  with  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont,  and  think  he  took 
a  far-sighted  view,  when  he  said  he  looked  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  we  should  form  part 
■  of  a  confederation  of  the  Empire,  and  show 
ourselves  to  be  in  complete  harmony  with  the 
3Iother-country  in  Imperial  matters  by  con- 
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tributing  towards  the  cost  of  the  nary,  which 
he  is  undoubtedly  right  in  saying  is  not  kept 
up  on  account  of  the  Mother-country  solelyy 
but  for  the  protection  of  her  huge  possessions 
all  over  the  world.    I,  for  one,  was  glad  to 
hear  the  honourable  member  coming  forward  so 
boldly  and  saying  that,  when  the  tune  arrived 
for  this  colony  to  be  asked  fox  a  contribution 
towards  the  support  of  the  navy,  he  would  be 
found  supporting  compliance  with  the  request. 
I  consider  that  a  most  important  declaration, 
coming  from  a  gentleman  who  has  held  and 
holds  so  powerful  a  position  in  a  colony  like 
New  Zealand.     The  question  of  the  contri- 
bution towards  the  cost  of  maintaining  a  Pro- 
tectorate at  New  Guinea,  as  the  honourable 
member  has  said,  is  of  very  little  moment. 
We  may  pay  for  two  or  three  years,  when  the 
colony  will  probably  become  self-supporting: 
but  the  larger  question,  of  contributing  to  the 
cost  of  the  Imperial  navy,  with  the  concomitant 
question  of  giving  the  colonies  a  share  in  the 
government  of  the  Empire,  is  far  more  serious, 
and  deserves  the  deepest   thought  and  con- 
sideration.   I  think  we  must  face  this  alter- 
native :    Either  we  must  consent  to  meet  a 
responsibility  of  the  kind,  or  we  must  accept 
the  conclusion  that  we  are  only  a  part  of  the 
Empire  for  such  a  period  as  may  suit  conveni- 
ence, and  that  separation  from  the  rest  of  the 
Empire  is  only  a  question  of  time.   There  must 
either  be  disintegration  or  complete  union.    I 
believe  that  federation  of  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies would  mean  a  large  weight  thrown  into 
the  balance  towards  disintegration,  and  not  in 
the  direction  of    federation  of    the    Empire. 
There  were  paramount  reasons  which  made  it 
necessary  to  establish  a  dominion  in  Canada, 
but  these  reasons  do  not  exist  in  the  case  of 
Australia ;  and  I  feel  certain  that,  if  three  or 
four  of  the  Australian  Colonies  were  created  a 
dominion,  like  Canada,  there  would  be  very 
little  chance  of  arrangements  being  made  by 
which  the  whole  Empire  could  be  federated. 
I  therefore  feel  that,  if  the  honourable  member 
for '  Auckland  East  had  eliminated  from  his 
resolution  the  words    "  all    English-speaking 
nations,"  and  had    substituted  for  them,  in 
the  first  line,  the  words  "British  Empire," 
and  had  left  out  altogether  the  last  line  and  a 
half,  he  would  have  represented  the  aspiration 
I  have  entertained  for  many  years — the  aspira- 
tion of  seeing  the  British  Empire  federated  into 
one  harmonious  whole.    I  shall  not  detain  the 
House  much  longer ;  but  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  about  the  position  of  France.    I  think  it 
is  imprudent  for  us  to  pass  judgment  upon  the 
French  system  of  colonization.    That  it  is  dif- 
ferent from  pur  system  we  must  admit,  and,  as 
far  as  the  convict  element  is  concerned,  we 
have  a  right  to  speak  against  it ;  but,  as  far  as 
the  rest  is  concerned,  it  is  perhaps  referable  to 
the  different  temperament  of  the  French  people 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  English,  and  we 
cannot  say  that  their  system  is  not  more  suit- 
able to  their  wants  than  ours  would  be.   Be  that 
as  it  may,  we  are  content  with  the  knowlecl^ 
that  the  English  are  very  capable  colonists,  who 
have  shown  their  capabilities  in  various  parts 
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of  the  world.  Now,  the  honouiable  member 
for  Egmont  has  asked  ns  to  consider  what  will 
be  the  conseqtienees  if  we  do  not  federatei  and 
says  that,  if  the  Australian  Colonies  do  not 
federate,  they  must  cease  to  have  mnch  power 
-with  the  Mother-country.  Therein  I  wholly 
disagree  with  the  honourable  gentleman.  I 
am  quite  convinced  that,  whether  they  federate 
or  do  not,  the  progress  which  the  Australian 
Colonies  and  New  Zealand  are  making  is  such 
that  they  must  have  a  very  large  amount  of 
power  at  head-quarters ;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
they  will  have  more  power,  in  the  long-run,  by 
their  individual  representations  than  by  their 
representations  through,  I  was  going  to  say,  a 
bdustard  system  of  federation,  but  I  will  at  any 
rate  say  a  very  immature  and  imperfect  system 
of  federation  such  as  is  now  proposed.  Now, 
onr  decision  has  to  be  made  this  night.  The 
House  has  to  decide  between  extreme  views  on 
the  one  side,  whicli  say,  **  Have  nothing  to  do 
with  federation,"  and  extreme  views  on  the 
other,  which  say,  "Let  us  cast  in  our  lot 
entirely  with  federation."  The  view  of  the 
Government  is  this :  that  it  is  of  paramount 
importance  to  New  Zealand  to  preserve  the 
good  terms  which  exist  and  have  existed  be- 
tween it  and  the  Australian  Colonies,  and  there- 
fore that  New  Zealand  would  do  right  to  make 
a  large  amoimt  of  sacrifice  in  order  to  that 
end.  It  considers  that  we  should  do  so  if  we 
have  not  to  give  up  too  much  of  our  indepen- 
dence ;  and  at  any  rate  some  of  us  think  we 
should  do  so  if  we  do  not  too  much  risk  the 
federation  of  the  Empire.  So,  it  seems,  we 
stand  on  common  ground.  We  both  wish  fede- 
ration of  the  Empire  ;  but  one  thinks  it  is  most 
promoted  by  federation  of  the  colonies;  the 
other  says  that  would  rather  stand  in  the  way 
of  federation.  We  stand  on  neutral  ground  in 
-saying.  Let  us  meet  the  Australian  Colonies  as 
far  as  we  can.  And  the  extent  to  which  we 
think  we  can  meet  thom  is  this :  We  are  ready 
to  see  that*  Federal  Council  established,  but  it 
must  be  established  more  in  the  nature  of  a 
legalized  form  of  Convention  of  the  various  colo- 
nies than  of  an  institution  which  would  profess 
I  to  speak  in  the  name  of  a  federated  Australia 
I  which  did  not  exist.  We  say,  .therefore,  that  its 
I  mission  must  be  limited  to  making  representa- 
I  tions,  not  to  the  Mother-country,  but  to  the 
•colonies  separately.'  That  is  the  meaning  of 
the  subclause  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
says  he  wishes  to  have  excised ;  and,  'further, 
we  say — and  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont meets  us  here  —  that  no  laws  whatever 
passed  by  the  Federal  Council  shall  apply  to 
any  colony  whatever  tintil  the  Legislature  of 
the  colony  affected  has  accepted  the  law  after 
it  has  pcLssed.  If  we  carry  these  resolutions  as 
they  stand,  the  effect  will  be  that,  whilst  we  do 
not  go  all  the  way  with  Victoria  in  its  views 
on  the  question,  we  somewhat  meet  the  views 
of  New  South  Wales ;  and,  if  the  colonies  are 
willing  to  give  and  take,  and  make  compro- 
mises, it  may  be,  upon  the  basis  of  the  resolu- 
tions proposed  bymy  colleague,  that  a  common 
ground  of  union  may  be  found.  As  to  what 
extent  it  may  be  increased  in  after-years,  that 


does  not  matter.  What  we  shall  have  done 
if  we  carry  these  resolutions,  and  if  they  find 
an  echo  in  the  opinions  of  other  colonies,  will 
be  that  those  Conventions  of  the  various 
colonies  which  have  hitherto  been  held  from 
time  to  time  in  New  South  Wales  and  Vic- 
toria will  henceforth  have  a  legalized  form 
and  machinery^  and  that  they  will  meet  not 
less  than  once  in  two  years.  We  shall  also 
have  provided  those  Conventions  with  a  means  . 
of  passing  laws  which,  when  they  have  been 
accepted  by  the  several  colonies  affected,  will 
become  laws  applicable  to  the  whole  Austral- 
asian group.  We  shall  also  have  provided  ti^e 
means  by  which  the  whole  of  the  colonies  may 
make  authoritative  united  ];ecommendations  to 
the  colonies  singly ;  but  we  shall  not  have  for- 
feited our  independence  or  independent  right 
of  action.  I  do  not  believe  that,  the  establish- 
ment of  this  Federal  Council  will  prevent  the 
Imperial  federation  of  the  colonies  concerned. 
I  think  that  the  extent  to  which  my  colleague 
has  asked  the  House  to  go  to-night  is  the 
only  extent  to  which  we  are  in  prudence  war- 
ranted in  going.  I  have  not  heard  the  speech 
of  my  colleague;  but  I  have  had  sufficient 
intercourse  with  him  on  the  subject  to  know 
that  there  is  no  one  more  enthusiastic  than 
he  is  as  to  what  may  ultimately  take  place; 
and  the  fact  that  he  has  inculcated  this  pru- 
dence in  the  commencement,  and  has  im- 
pressed on  the  House  the  importance  of  not 
going  too  far,  of  not  committing  New  Zealemd 
to  any  greater  extent  than  that  of  taking  part 
in  the^  legalized  Conventions,  should  be  satis- 
factory to  honourable  members.  I  take  leave 
to  think  that  the  difference  between  the  honour- 
able members  who  have  already  spoken  is  not 
very  great,  a^d  that,  in  the  form  of  the  resolu- 
tions as  they  are  now  presented  to  the  House, 
we  can  find  a  common  ground  of  acceptance. 
Then,  I  would  say  to  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  that,  whilst  our  aim  with  regard 
to  supremacy  in  the  Pacific  is  the  same,  that 
end  may  be  attained  with  equal  facility  with 
a  more  moderate  measure  of  federation  than 
that  proposed  by  the  Convention  in  Sydney. 
The  voice  of  Australasia  should  be  held  to  be 
very  loud  and  authoritative  in  questions  relat- 
ing to  the  South  Pacific,  and  also  the  voice 
of  New  Zealand  in  questions  relating  to  the 
islands  which  she  more  immediately  can  take 
under  her  charge.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  there  will  be  very  little  harmony  between 
Nfew  Zealand  and  the  other  colonies  if  we  are 
to  suppose  that  those  colonies  would  see,  in  a 
Federal  Coimcil,  anything  to  prevent  New  Zea- 
land, a  constitutional  colony,  from  introducing 
civilized  forms  of  government  into  those  groups 
of  islands  whenever  it  may  suit  it  and  those 
islands  to  join  together  in  annexation  in  the 
future.  We  know  that  the  Mauritius  governs 
islands  which  are  a  long  way  from  the  parent 
colony ;  and  there  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  be  able  to  govern  Samoa  and  Tonga  if 
placed  under  our  charge.  I  look  upon  the 
Federation  Act  passed  by  this  Parliament  last 
year  as  an  exceedingly  important  measure,  and 
as  one  which,  under  favourable  circumstance^ 
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-will  enable  New  Zealand  to  exeroiBe  this  go- 
yeming  power.  If  New  Zealand'  is  able  to 
introduce  a  stable  and  oivilized  form  of  goyezn- 
ment  into  those  islands,  I  have  much  mistaken 
the  purport  and  scope  of  the  wishes  of  the 
other  colonies  if  such  a  course  would  fail  to 
be  in  harmony  with  their  views»  or  if  there 
^would  be  any  risk  of  personal  ux^ition  pie- 
Venting  New  Zealand  adopting  such  a  course. 
I  take  it  that  what  Australia  wishes  is  to  see 
those  islands  under  a  stable  form  of  govem- 
xnent,  and  that,  if  such  should  take  place  by 
any  action  on  the  part  of  New  Zealand,  no 
personal  jealousy  will  stand  m  the  way.  In 
common  with  the  honourable  member  for  Egi- 
,mont,  I  have  to  thank  the  House  for  allowing 
me  to  make  these  remarks  at  such  a  time. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  think  every  one  mast 
realize  the  very  great  difS.culties  under  which 
every  member  who  has  spoken  in  the  debate 
has  addressed  the  House  to-night,  because  in 
all  the  speeches  there  has  been  an  evident 
desiie  to  discuss  the  subject  thoroughly,  and  at 
the  same  time  a  feeling  that  the  House  is  im- 
patient, and  that  it  is  almost  impossible,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  do  justice  to  such  an  im- 
portant subject.  It  is  very  remarkable  that, 
although  the  Premier,  the  Colonial  Treasurer, 
and  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  have 
told  us  that  it  wsa  unfortunate  that  this  ques- 
tion was  delayed  until  the  dying  moments  of 
the  session,  we  have  had  no  reason  given  us 
why  it  was  so  delayed.  If  the  subject  is  of  the 
vast  importance  attached  to  it  to-mght,.  I  think 
it  would  have  been  e3q>edient,  not  to  say  any- 
thing else,,  that  the  Ministry  should  have  given 
a  dear  statement  as  to  why  they  had  not  dealt 
with  it  at  an  earlier  stage.'  My  own  impression 
was  that  the  Grovemment  did  not  attaoh  much 
practical  importance  to  this  question,  and  that 
for  that  reason  they  allowed  it  to  remain  over 
on  the  chance  of  a  discussion  being  tcbken 
upon  it  before  the  end  of  the  session.  I  was 
xesdly  surprised  to  find,  both  in  the  speech  of 
the  Premier  and  in  that  of  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, although  not  in  so  great  a  degree  in  the 
latter,  that  the  Qoveznment  attached  very  great 
importance  to  this  question.  I  should  have 
very  much  liked  to  Imow  how  it  was  they  did 
not  .bring  it  down  before,  when  we  might  have 
had  an  exhaustive  discussion  upon  it.  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  have  ever  attached  prac- 
tical importance  to  this  question.  It  may  be 
strange  to  say,  but  I  have  never  yet  been  able 
to  realize  the  very  great  importance  of  it ;  and 
I  may  possibly  be  in  a  minority  in  that  view, 
although  I  do  not  know  that  I  ai!n,  altogether.. 
I  believe  that,  tckking  the  people  of  New  Zea- 
land throughout,  I  am  in  a  majority,  because, 
although  our  leading  public  men  have  taken 
a  very  deep  interest  in  this  subject,  and  now 
speak  of  it  with  an  enthusiasm  which  they 
seldom  display  when  speaking  on  any  other 
subject,  I  am  bound  to  say  th^t  the  people 
throughout  New  Zealand  have  not  .hitherto 
displayed  any  active  interest  in  it  at  all,  and 
I.  cannot  help  observing  that  during  the  late 
general  election  there  were  very  few  constitu- 
encies in  which  views  favoiazahle  to  federation 
Sir  J.  Voga 


were  expressed.  In  most  constituencies  it  waa 
very  difficult  indeed  to  get  any  attention  to  the 
subject  at  all.  It  was  not  regarded  as  be- 
longing to  practical  politics.  Wherever  great 
interest  was  shown  in  it,  the  verdict  of  the 
constituencies  was  unfavourable  to  federation ;. 
and  it  seemed  to  me  that  that  was  probably 
one  of  the  main  reasons  which  weighed  with 
the  Qovemment  in  allowing  this  question,  as  it 
were,  to  hover  on  the  margin  of  the  Order  Paper, 
on  the  chance  of  getting  a  discussion  upon  it 
VTithout  any  practical  result.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  told  us  he  had  not  heatd  the  Pre- 
mier's E^ech ;  and  it  was  quite  evident  he  had 
not,  because  his  own  speech  w£bs  almost  as  an- 
tagonistic to  that  of  the  Premier  as  it  conld 
possibly  have  been.  It  appears  to  me  that  it  is- 
proof  (k  the  inmiature  condition  of  this  subjeot 
that  its  various  advocates  all  give  different  ver- 
sions of  it ;  and  I  hold  that  to-night  the  Pre- 
mier and  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
•-i-both  of  whom,  as  I  gather,  are  enthusiastic 
advocates  of  Australasian  federation  —  gava 
quite  different  accounts  of  what  the  federation 
is  to  be. 
Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  think  so.  The  Pre- 
mier led  us  to  believe  that  federation  was  to 
be  merely  a  means  by  which  the  Australasian 
Colonies  might  deal  in  common  with  subjects 
common  to  them  all ;  and  that  is  exactly  the 
opinion  expressed  in  the  preamble  of  the  BilL 
That,  certainly,  was  the  idea  in  the  minds  of 
the  members  of  the  Convention  that  drew^p 
the  Bill,  and  the  Premier  expressed  it  exactly 
to-night  in  his  own  remarks.  The  preamble 
reads, — 

**  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  constitute  a 
Federal  Council  of  Australasia,  for  the  purpose- 
of  dealing  with  such  matters  of  common  Aus- 
tralasian interest,  in  respect  to  which  united 
action  is  desirable,  as  can  be  dealt  with  with- 
out unduly  interfering  with  the  management 
of  the  internal  aff urs  of  the  several  colonies  by 
their  respective  Legislatures." 

Now,  that  is  the  view  the  Premier  expressed 
to-night.  He  dwelt  upon  it  very  stxongly.  ' 
He  told  us  that,  instead  of  taking  avray  from 
our  LegislatureQ  powers  they  now  possess,  we 
should  gain  new  powers  of  legislation  by  par- 
ticipating in  the  actions  of  the  Federal  Council 
in  regard  to  matters  beyond  our  territories,  and 
he  instanced  a  great  number  of  subjects  beyond 
our  powers  of  legislation  now  with  which,  he 
said,  we  should  be  able  to  deal  if  we  joined  in 
an  Australasian  federation.  Now,  what  sc- 
dount  did  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont 
give  ?  He  told  us  federation  meant  simply  a 
means  of  dealing  effectively  vnth  the  Imperial 
Government ;  that  it  had  nothing  to  do  with 
our  local  affairs,  and  that  it  was  not  at  all 
desirable,  in  existing  circumstances,  that  there 
should  be  any  federal  organization  for  legislat- 
ing on  local  affairs ;  but.  that  the  sole  purpose- 
and  object  of  federation,  from  his  point  of 
view,  was  to  establish  an  effective  means  of 
communicating  vrith  the  Imperial  Gktvemmeot, 
so  as  to  make  the  combined  voice  of  Austntl- 
aaia  heacd  l<Nijd  enough  to  be  attended  to  in 
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ihs  offioes  in  Doivning  Street.  There  we  had 
two  different  accounts  given  hj  two  honoxxr- 
iUe  gentlemen,  each  an  enthusiastio  advocate 
of  federation.  Afterwards  we  had  a  third  ver- 
son  given  hy  the  Colonial  Treasurer.  He  told 
UB  that  the  form  and  plan,  from  his  point  of 
view— and  speaking  also,  I  understood,  on  be- 
half of  the  Government — of  the  Federal  Council 
was  that  it  was  not  to  be  a  legislative  body 
at  all,  but  simply  a  legalioed  Convention  A 
oolonial  delegates.  .So  here  we  have  three 
totally  distinct  versions  of  it.  It  has  always 
straok  me  —  and  I  have  watched  the  subject 
nah.  n^eat  care — that  there  is  really  no  unity 
of  opinion,  no  unity  even  of  feeling,  at 
the  present  time  on  this  subject.  I  woxdd 
^80  mention  a  fourth  opinion,  which  is  a 
weighty  one.  The  Premier  and  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  told  us  there  was 
no  intention  of  setting  up  a  federation  on 
the  model  of  the  Canadian  Dominion,  and  the 
Premier  told  us  he  regretted  that  the  word 
"dominion"  was  used  so  often  by  Australian 
statesmen  in  dealing  with  the  matter.  The 
honourable  member  for  Egmont  told  us  that 
not  a  single  Australian  statesman  had  any  idea 
that  an  Australasian  federation  was  to  be  any- 
thing like  the  Canadian  federation.  iTow,  Sir 
Frederick  Whitaker,  who  is  the  only  gentleman 
who  has  addressed  the  people  of  New  Zealand 
on  this  subject,  told  the  colony,  through  his 
audience  at  Auckland,  that  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  was  the  model  the  members  of  the 
Conference  had  before  their  eyes,  and  that,  if 
federation  succeeded  in  Canada,  it  ought  also 
to  succeed  here.  There  we  have  a  fourth  opin- 
ion on  l^iis  subject,  which  altogether  differs 
from  all  the  others.  These  facts  have  led  me 
to  the  conclusion  that,  in  differing  from  honour- 
able gentlemen  whose  opinions  on  most  mat- 
ters I  have  the  very  highest  respect  for,  I 
may  not  be  altogether  in  the  wrong.  I  con- 
fess candidly  that  I  have  never  been  able  to 
nalize  exactly  what  is  meant  by  Australasian 
federation,  or  what  the  practical  advantages 
are  that  the  colonies  are  to  gain  from  it.  The 
:  Premier  told  us  to-night,  speaking,  evidently, 
i  with  very  great  feeling,  and  with  a  great  deal  of 
'  eloquence,  that  what  we  should  look  forward  to 
more  than  anything  else  in  the  development  of 
these  young  colonies  in  the  South  Seas  was  the 
establishment  of  peace — ^that  there  should  not 
be  anything  in  the  shape  of  war — that  we  should 
getaway  from  the  horrifying  contests  that  have 
disgraced  humanity  and  disfigured  the  fairest 
countries  in  the  world ;  and  he  said  that  fede- 
ration was  a  mere  step  to  the  realization  of 
this  dream  of  the  highest  of  the  human  race. 
KoW,  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  if 
there  was  any  meaning  in  his  speech,  told  us 
we  ought  to  federate  in  order  to  go  to  war  with 
France. 
Major  ATKINSON.— Oh  I 
Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— WeU,  not  actuaUy  to 
federate  to  go  to  war  with  France,  but  that  we 
ou^t  to  federate  so  that,  if  France  should  give 
•  any  trouble,  we  could  take  good  care  of  our- 
aelves,  and  see  that  we  were  in  a  position  to 
fight  her. 


Major  ATKINS0iT.--Oh  I 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.- 1  do  not  want  to  mis- 
represent the  honourable  gentleman.  He  told 
us  that,  in  the  event  of  war  with  France  in  con- 
sequence of  her  encroachments  in  the  South 
Seas,  New  Zealand  would  be  in  a  heHless  posi- 
tion, and  would  be  left  to  take  care  of  herself, 
unless  we  carried  these  resolutions  and  joined 
in  the  scheme  of  federation  of  the  Australasian 
Colonies.  The  honourable  gentleman,  there- 
fore, had  not  the  same  pacific  ideas  in  his  mind 
as  the  Premier  had. 

Major  ATKINSON.— Yes,  I  had. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.  — Well, (Interrup- 
tion.)— One  is  speaking,  on  the  present  occasion, 
under  very  great  dilficulties:  "it  would  be  wiser, 
perhaps,  under  the  circumstances,  to  abandon 
the  debate  altogether.  At  the  same  time  one 
would  like  to  leave  one's  ideas  on  record  on  a 
subject  of  this  sort.  I  certainly  should  not 
hfwe  attempted  to  do  so  had  not  other  honour- 
able gentlemen  ^oken  as  though  the  subject 
were  one  of  the  very  greatest  importance.  •! 
was  going  to  say  that,  throughout  all  the  dis- 
cussions on  this  subject,  and  also  in  all  the 
papers  on  it,  there  appears  to  me  to  be  running 
all  through  this  federation  movement  an  idea 
that  is  certainly  not  in  the  direction  of  peace. 
We  find  that  the  common  defence  of  the  colo- 
nies is  one  of  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the 
Bill  on  which  the  proposed  Federal  Council 

were  to  legislate,  and  that (Interruption.) — 

There  is  so  little  interest  taken,  in  my  remaritB 
at  all  events,  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  me 
to  proceed.  I  will  therefore  simply  say  that 
I  cannot  agree  altogether  with  the  resolutions 
proposed  by  the  Premier,  but  that  I  like  them 
better  than  a  resolution  which  would  com- 
mit the  colony  further ;  and  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Auckland 
East  which  has  been  submitted  as  an  amend- 
ment does  not  appear  to  me  to  convey  any 
very  practical  conclusion — certainly  not  one 
which  could  lead  to  any  definite  action.  I 
look  upon  it — as  the  honourable  gentleman 
said — as  a  means  of  raising  discussion  on  title 
subject  without  coming  to  any  particular  con- 
clusion. But  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
on  a  much  greater  subject  brought  up  to-night — 
namely,  Imperial  federation — federation  of  the 
colonies  with  the  Mother-country.  I  cannot 
altogether  agree  with  the  views  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Egmont  or  with  those  of  the 
Colonial  Treasurer  on  that  subject.  I  may  be 
entirely  mistaken,  yet  I  should  like  to  express 
my  views  just  as  they  occur  .to  me.  Honour- 
able gentlemen  have  told  us  they  are  glad  to 
contribute  a  share  towards  the  New  Guinea  ex- 
penses, as  a  preliminary  to  paying  a  share  of 
the  British  naval  expenses  in  these  seas,  thus 
leading  to  the  colonies  having  a  share  in  the 
control  of  Imperial  affairs.  I  say,  if  that  is 
what  federation  is  leading  us  to,  it  is  leading  uB 
in  a  dangerous  direction.  That  is  what  we  colo- 
nists of  New  Zealand  have  escaped  from  after 
very  great  trials,  and  with  the  utmost  difficulty. 
I  hold  that  the  strongest  nextts  between  the 
colonies  and  the  Mother-country  is  the  absence 
4>f  any  overt  nexus  at  all.    I  may  not  ex- 
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frees  this  wisely  or  well,  but  that  is  the  idea 
wish  to  express.  Who  can  forget  the  many 
years  when  New  Zealand  had  such  a  connec- 
tion with  the  Mother-country  a»  these  honour- 
able gentlemen  now  desire  to  revive ;  when  we 
paid  a  share  towards  the  cost  of  the  operations 
of  tile  Imperial  forces ;  when -we  took  a  part  in 
the  control  of  Imperiai  affairs  in  so  far  as  pay- 
ing the  whole  lion's  share  of  the  expenses  of  the 
Imperial  operations?  What  was  the  result  of 
it?  Was-it  to  induce  love  that  should  exist 
between  parent  and  child  ?  Was  it  to  improve 
the  relations  between  the  colony  and  the 
Mother-country  ?  No ;  it  was  exactly  the  re- 
verse. We  never  had  so  potent  a  cause  of  dis- 
union and  ill-feeling  between  the  colony  and  the 
Mother-country  as  tiiat  very  connection  through 
monetary  payments  for  Imperial  purposes ;  and 
we  never  got  on  friendly  terms  with  the  Mother- 
oountry  —  on  terms  of  decent  civility  —  until 
the  Colonial  Treasurer  and  his  colleagues  ceune 
into  office  in  1869  and  had  the  vnsdom  to  sweep 
Away  the  whole  thqig.  The  Premier,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fox,  said,  "  We  must,  at  all  hazards,  get 
rid  of  these  causes  of  dispute,  and  cultivate 
friendly  relations  with  the  Colonial  Office ;"  and 
the  present  Colonial  Treasurer  supported  him 
most  wazmly.  That  was  one  of  the  wisest 
things*  ever  done,  I  believe,  the  getting  rid  of 
those  miserable  money  disputes  between  the 
colony  and  the  Mother-country,  and  bringing 
ihem  again  together.  We  have  never  had  a 
cross  word  witii  the  Colonial  Office  since,  and  I 
am  certain  that  no  one  will  say  the  loyalty  of 
tile  people  of  New  Zealand  has  become  cold, 
or  that  there  has  been  any  tendency  whatever 
since  then  towards  a  severance  of  the  colony 
from  the  great  British  Empire. 

Major  ATKINSON.— It  was  begun  before 
they  came  in. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Well,  what  I  wish  to 
say  is  that,  whoever  began  to  eSect  a  termi- 
nation of  the  connection,  the  conclusion  was 
oome  to  when  the  Fox-Vogel  Ministry  came  in, 
in  1869.  Then  we  got  the  best,  the  real,  feel- 
ing of  amity  and  good-will  between  the  colony 
and  the  Mother-country,  which,  in  ,my  opin- 
ion,  has  always  attended  .the  absence  of  any 
open  connection  between  the-  colonies  and  the 
Mother-country.  Take  the  case  of  Canada. 
There  was  a  colony  absolutely  in  rebellion  until 
they  were  thrown  on  their  own  resources — ^until 
they  were  allowed  to  manage  their  own  affairs 
entirely ;  and  from  that  day  to  this  there  has 
never  been  a  more  loyal  part  of  the  British 
Empire  than  Canada.  And  so  I  believe  it  will 
be  with  these  colonies ;  and  what  I  dread  is 
that  we  shaJl  be  led,  little  by  little«  into  these 
contributions,  and  finally  we  shall  oome  to  a 
point  where  we  shall  claim  control,  and  then 
will  arise  disputes  which  could  not  arise  under 
other  circumstances;  and  then  we  shall  see 
those  difficulties  and  dissensions  arise  between 
the  colony  and  the  Mother-country  which  the 
Hon.  the  Colonial  Treasurer  has,  I  think,  most 
clearly  pointed  out.  Disputes  will  also  arise 
between  the  several  colonies  if  they  tie  them- 
4}elves  together  with  a  bond  that  is  not  based 
on  necessity  or  on  any  very  strong  ooimmon 
Mr.Wahefieid 


feeling.  Sir,  we  have  been  told  to-night,  by 
honourable  gentlemen  who  are  in  a  pos^ion 
to  speak  with  very  great  weight  and. autho- 
rity on  the  subject,  that  we  shall  take  very 
grave  responsibility  on  ourselves  if  on  this  oc- 
casion we  do  not  adopt  these  resolutions,  or  if 
we  take  any  step  to  isolate  the  Colony  of  New 
Zealand.  We  have  been  told  by  the  honour- 
able member-  for  Egmont  that  it  will  shut  us 
altogether  out  of  the  great  councils  of  Austral- 
asia in  the  future,  and  isolate  us ;  and  that, 
in  the  event  of  war,  the  Australian  Colonies 
will  be  defended  by  the  Empire,-and  New  Zea- 
land will  be  left  to  take  care  of  itself. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— No;   the  honourable 
member  for  Egmont  said  that ;  and  the  Prima 
Minister  used  the  very  strong  expression  that, 
if  we  decided  not  to  join  in  the  federal  proposals, 
it  would  be  **  a  fatal  step  for  New  Zealand ;" 
and  w6  heard  also  that  the  overwhelming  popu- 
lation of  the  Australian  Colonies  will  leave  us 
in  a  totally  insignificant  position  if  ^we  stand 
aloof.    Well,  Sir,  these  statements  have  been 
made  by  honourable  gentlemen  whose  remazks 
bear  immense  weight  on  such  subjects;  bat, 
at  the  same  time,  I  may  venture  to  hold  an 
individual  opinion,  and  it  is  this :  that,  in  the 
course  of  time — ^fif ty  years  is  a  period  that  has 
been  mentioned    several    times  to-night,  and 
within  fifty  years,  I  believe — ^New  Zealand  will 
be  the  most  populous  of  all  the  Australasian 
Colonies.    It  is  a  country  whose  population  in- 
creases much  faster  than  the  population  of  any 
of  those  colonies,  and  long  before  fifty  years 
are  over  we  shall  be  the  first  in  the  great  line 
'  of  ocean  communication  through  the  Panama 
Canal  between  Europe  and  Australia.     I  be- 
lieve that  long  before  half  a  century  has  passed 
we  shall  be  at  the  head  of  the  whole  of  the 
Australasian  Colonies:  first,  owing  to  the  dr- 
cumstanoe  I  have  mentioned,  the  enormous 
natural  increase  of  population  in  this  wonder- 
fully-favoured land;  secondly,  in  consequence 
of  being  first  in  the  line  of  communication  of 
what  wiU  be  the  most  important  ocean  route 
in  the  world ;  and,  thirdly,  by  the  vast  attrac- 
tions which  this  colony  v^ill  present  for  not 
only  English  people,  but  for  other   races  — 
Belgians,  Germans,  and  many  others  who  now 
fiock  to  the  United  States  and  other  countries. 
Through  the  exceptional  advantages  we  possess 
in  climate,  in  natural  conditions,  and  in  many 
of  our  institutions  this  will  become  the  home, 
I  believe,  of  a  great  mixed  race,  eventually  to 
become,  by  rapid  assimilation,  Anglo-Saxon  in 
all  the  essential  conditions  of  life.    I  believe 
that  New  Zealand  fifty  years  hence  will  be 
at  the  head  of  the  whole  of  the  Australasian 
group,  and  that  we  shall  lose  nothing,  I  will 
not  say  by  taking  an  antagonistic  position^  but 
by  simply  remaining  &a  we  are,  and  by  nok 
too  hastily  coiomitting   ourselves  to  a   con- 
nection for  which  there  has  been  no  popular 
dem£hnd  in  this  country,  and  the  advantages 
of  which  are,  to  say  the  least,  exceeding^ 
vague  and  very  vaguely  put  forth  even  by  the 
warmest  advocates  of  ttie   scheme,  and  the 
dangers  of  which,  as  set  forth  vezy  oandidJIy  I7 
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the  Prime  Minister  to-night,  are  very  consider- 
able and  very  substantial.  I  have  trespassed 
too  long  on  the  House  on  such  an*  occasion, 
bat  I  wish  to  put  these  ideas  before  the  House 
wi^  a  view  to  the  future,  because  every  one  of 
us,  no  matter  what  position  he  holds  in  the 
House,  may  in  the  future  have  something  to  do 
with  this  matter.  I  should  like  to  say  that  it 
has  caused  me  great  regret  to  have  to  differ 
from  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  and 
from  some  other  honourable  gentlemen  on  the 
subject,  because  I  am  bound  to  say  I  listened 
with  the  deepest  interest  to  their  speeches,  as 
I  also  did,  as  every  one  .must  have  done,  to  the 
eloquent  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  East.  I  am  not  settled  in  my  mind 
on  this  subject,  though  I  have  studied  it  closely, 
and  think  that  in  knowledge  of  it  I  am  not  far 
bekind^  many  other  honourable  members.  I 
feel  that  the  proposals  are  premature,  and 
that  this  House  would  do  very  well  in  doing 
nothing  on  the  present  occasion. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  wish  just  to  say  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  has  absolutely  and 
entirely  misunderstood  the  drift  of  my  remarks 
as  to  ihe  effect  of  federation  on  international 
relations.  My  whole  object  was  to  promote 
peace  in  these  seas,  on  exactly  the  same  lines 
as  the  Premier.  I  had  not  the  slightest  idea 
of  giving  expression  to  any  opinions  which 
would  have  justified  even  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Selwyn.  • 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  wish  to  be  careful 
not  to  misrepresent  the  honourable  gentleman, 
because  I  recognize  that  his  speech  is  extremely 
important ;  but  I  was  referring  to  that  part  of 
his  speech  in  .which  he  spoke  of  our  having 
fleets  to  match  the  fleets  of  the  French  and 
armaments  to  match  their  armaments,  and  in 
which  he  told  us  that  the  whole  of  the  French 
colonization  in  the  South  Seas  was  not  at  all 
colonization  of  our  type,  or  what  we  might  call 
peaceful  settlement.  It  was  that  part  of  the 
speech  I  referred  to,  and  I  regret  if  I  have 
placed  a  wrong  construction  upon  it. 

Mr.  BEETHAM. — I  recognize  the  impossi- 
bility of  laying  my  views  on  this  subject  before 
the  House,  and  I  regret  it  very  much,  because 
it  is  a  question  I  have  considered  deeply  and 
have  felt  deeply  on  for  some  years ;  but  I  can 
see  plainly  that,  if  the  questions  are  to  be  put 
seriatim,  and  we  are  to  get  the  business  over  by 
twelve  o'cloclf,  there  is  really  no  time  for  many 
remarks  from  me.  I  will  endeavour  to  put  the 
views  I  hold  as  shortly  as  I  can.  I  believe  that 
this  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  a  step 
in  the  direction  of  what  we  ought  to  look  for- 
ward to,  and  which  has  been  eloquently  put 
before  the  House — the  federation  of  the  whole 
British  Empire.  I  believe  that  is  what  we 
ought  to  look  up  to  and  lead  up  to  gradually 
and  firmly.  From  the  tone  of  his  remarks 
I  think  that  I  can  claim  the  vote  of  the 
Colonial' Treasurer  when  I  move  my  addi- 
tion to  the  resolution  which  has  been  moved 
by  the  Hon.  the  Premier.  The  resolution  I 
w'ah  to  move,' as  an  addition,  is  as  follows: 
<«  Farther,  that  thia  House  is  of  opinion  that 


the  time  has  arrived  for  considering  the  ques- 
tion of  establishing  such  a  union  of  the  colonies 
with  the  Mother-country  as  may  secure  to 
them  a  voice  in  the  determination  of  the  Im- 
perial policy  of  the  Empire.'*  I  know  there  is 
no*  time  now  for  me  to  give  the  House  the 
benefit  of  my  views,  but,  I  think,  as  this  ia 
merely  an  abstract  resolution,  it  cannot  pos- 
sibly do  any  harm  to  pass  it.  I  believe  that 
the  feeling  of  this  House,  of  New  Zealand^ 
and  of  the  whole  of  the  colonies  through- 
out the  Empire  is  gradually  tending  towards 
the  adoption  of  some  system  of  Imperial 
federation.  But  I  will  not  now  enter  into  this 
subject  at  any  length.  Sp  far  as  the  resolu- 
tions now  before  the  House  are  concerned,  I 
support  them.  I  think  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  East  does  not  give  the  Con- 
ference that  sat  at  Sydney  some  short  time 
ago  the  credit  that  they  really  deserve.  Al- 
though he  set  forth  strongly  and  forcibly  the 
necessity  for  establishing  a  Protectorate  in 
New  Guinea,  he  did  not  give  the  Conferenco 
the  credit  they  ought  to  have,  because  there 
can  be  no  doubt  it  is  the  representations  of 
the  Australian  Colonies  by  that  Conference  U> 
the  British  Government  that  really  are  the  main 
respson  why  we  have  now  the  action  that  haa 
beerf  initiated  by  the  British  Government.  I 
should  like  to  have  spoken  on  the  question  at 
some  length,  but  I  think  if  I  ventured  to  do  so 
it  would  prevent  the  Premier  having  his  resolu- 
tions put  to  the  House.  I  feel  that  the  Housa 
would  be  fully  justified  and  would  act  wisely  in 

Sassing  the  resolutions  brought  before  us,  which 
o  not  pledge  us,  as  has  been  already  pointed 
out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont,  to 
any  decisive  course  of  action,  unless  what  is 
recommended  by  the  Federal  Council  has  been 
approved  of  by  this  Parliament.  Seeing  that 
that  is  the  case,  I  shall  support  these  resolu- 
tions with  great  pleasure ;  and  when  the  honour- 
able member  has  carried  his  resolutions,  as  I 
sincerely  hope  he  will,  I  shall  move  the  addi- 
tion I  have  given  notice  of. 

Mr.  HOLMES. — In  rising  to  move  the  ad- 
journment of  this  debate  for  a  week,  I  find  that 
it  is  a  matter  of  duty  to  say  that  I  am  quite 
proud  to  belong  to  an  Assembly  in  which  four» 
I  may  say  five,  such  able  and  eloquent  speeches 
can  be  made  upon  a  topic  of  such  great  na- 
tional importance  as  this.  Sir,  this  question^ 
when  it  was  first  introduced  to  the  country 
by  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  some 
twelve  or  fifteen  months  ago,  possibly  did  not 
receive  that  attention  from  the  country  that  it 
ought  to  have  received ;  and  I  confess,  for  my 
own  part,  that,  having  only  gone  into  it  in 
what  might  be  called  a  cursory  way,  I  did  not 
see  the  whole  bearings  of  the  question  in  the 
same  way  that  I  have  seen  them  to-night. 
Upon  the  platform  I  gave  expression  to  opinions 
which  I  then  held  upon  this'  question,  and 
those  opinions  were  entirely  adverse  to  the 
resolutions  before  the  House  to-night.  But, 
after  listening  to  the  extremely  able  speech 
of  the  Hon.  the  Premier,  followed  by  the  also 
very  able  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
•Egmont,  and  the  —  I  was  going  to  say  the 
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still  abler,  but  I  will  say,  the — equally  able 
speech  of  the  Colonial  Treasurer,  I  find  that 
this  Bubjeet  has  been  presented  to  my  mind 
in  a  variety  of  aspects  in  which  I  had  never 
considered  it  before;  and,  Sir,  these  features 
are  of  such  great  importance  to  the  country, 
and  this  subject  itself  is  of  such  immense  im- 
portance, that  I  think  it  is  desirable,  before 
coming  to  a  vote  on  the  question,  in  so  very 
thin  a  House  as  this,  the  country  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  reading  the  speeches  and' 
of  considering  the  arguments  that  have  been 
addressed  to  us  in  favour  of  these  resolutions. 
That  is  why  I  am  moving  to-night  in  the 
direction  I  propose.  I  do  z^t  think  that  there 
is  any  very  great  need  for  the  House  to  come 
to  a  vote  upon  these  resolutions  immediately, 
because  at  the  present  time  we  find  that  one  of 
the  great  factors  that  would  constitute  any- 
thing in  the  shape  of  a  qtiasi  Federal  Council, 
— namely,  the  Colony  of  New  South  Wales — 
has  already  dissented,  by  a  small  majority,  from 
acceding  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention ; 
and  also  in  our  own  Parliament  we  have  had 
dissension.  It  will  be  within  the  recollection 
of  honourable  members  that  these  resolutions 
referring  to  a  Federal  Council  have  been  re- 
jected in  another  place;  and  I  think,  if  the 
Hon.  the  Premier  is,  as  I  know  he  is,  desirous 
that  these  resolutions  should  be  carried  by  this 
Parliament,  it  would  be  far  better  for  him  to 
agree  to  the  amendment  I  move,  and  to  bring 
these  resolutions  down  at  the  very  earliest 
opportunity  next  session.  In  the  meantime, 
his  speech,  and  the  Colonial  Treasurer's  speech, 
and  the  speech  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  in  favour  of  the  resolutions  will  have 
been  read  by  almost  every  man  who  takes  an 
interest  in  politics  in  the  country.  That  is  the 
impression  created  in  my  mind  after  hearing 
the  speeches;  and  I  also  believe  that  these 
speeches  will  have  the  great  merit  of  converting 
to  the  views  of  those  gentlemen  large  numbers 
of  those  who  hitherto  have  dissented  from  those 
views.  They  would  also  have  the  merit  of  con- 
verting the  honourable  gentlemen  who  within 
the  last  two  or  three  da}»s  have  voted  against 
these  resolutions.  If  they  are  brought  before 
Parliament  next  session  we  shall  have  this 
House  passing  them  almost  unanimously,  and 
they  will  be  confirmed  in  another  place ;  so  that, 
when  they  are  sent  to  the  Colony  of  Victoria, 
•  they  will  go,  not  ba  the  resolutions  of  one 
House  only,  but  as  the  determination  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Parliament  of  New  Zealand. 
That  is  a  very  important  factor  in  connection 
with  the  matter,  and  which  should  weigh  very 
considerably  with  the  Premier  in  inducing  him 
to  accept  this  motion.  I  tell  him  distinctly 
that,  if  I  had  had  to  vote  before  he  delivered 
his  speech,  I  should  have  voted  against  the 
resolutions;  but  now  I  shall  not  vote  at  all, 
because  I  do  not  think  a  man  should  change 
his  opinions  so  rapidly  as  I  should  have  to  do 
if  I  voted  for  the  resolutions  within  four  or  five 
hours  of  the  time  when  I  had  determined  to 
vote  against  them.  This  is  too  great  a  question 
and  afiects  too  deeply  the  future  of  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  for  one  of  her  representatives 
Mr,  Holmes 


to  alter  his  opinions  with  respect  to  it  without 
long  and  careful  consideration.  Then,  again, 
if  these  resolutions  are  carried  to-night,  it  will 
go  forth  ^at  they  were  carried  when  a  third  of 
the  members  had  gone  away,  and  that  will 
have  an  injurious  efiect  on  the  weight  that 
should  be  given  to  the  resolutions.  Hence  it  is 
that  I  move.  That  the  debate  be  adjourned  for 
one  week. 

Mr.  STOUT.— -I  desire  to  point  out  to  the 
House  what  the  adjournment  of  the  debate 
means.  It  means  shelving  the  question  for  the 
present ;  and  therefore  I  hope  the  House  will 
not  agree  to  it.  I  have  tiot  time  now  to  reply 
to  all  the  statements  that  have  been  made  in 
opposition  to  the  resolutions,  and  especially 
to  those  made  by  the  honourable  member  for 
Auckland  fiast.  I  regret  that  very  much ;  but 
perhaps  he  will  pardon  me  if  I  point  out  the 
errors  he  made  in  two  statements  which  he  put 
forward.  One  was  that  England  became  great 
through  a  policy  of  isolation.  Sir,  she  became 
great  from  adopting  an  exactly  opposite  policy. 
Those  who  have  read  history  aright  know  tlu^ 
when  England  not  only  interfered  with  but 
owned  a  great  part  of  France,  she  was  looked 
upon  as  almost  a  continental  nation,  and  then, 
for  the  first  time,  she  became  really  great,  and 
if  she  has  lost  any  of  that  greatness  it  was  when 
she  ceased  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  poli- 
tics of  Continental  Europe.  Then,  he  referred 
to  the. degradation  of  the  dark  races.  I  do  not 
agree  with  him  that  the  dark  races  are  doomed 
to  degradation. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  did  not  maintain  that. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Then,  I  presume  the  converse 
is  the  case,  and  there  is  hope  for  their  progress, 
and  they  will  yet  be  able  to  use  the  institutions 
which  we  as  a  while  raQe  are  prepared  to  ^ve 
them.  Therefore  I  do  not  think  that  portion 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  argument  holds 
good.  I  hope  that,  however  the  vote  goes,  we 
shall  take  it  to-night,  so  as  to  settle  the  qaes- 
tion  finally.  If -the  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment should  be  carried  it  would  be  equivalent 
to  "the  previous  question,"  and  therefore  I 
shall  vote  against  it. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "Thai 
this  debate  be  now  adjourned." 
Ayes,  23. 


Barron 

Hirst,  H. 

Thompson,  T. 
Trimble 

B.-Bradshaw 

Johnston 

Bruce 

Macandrew 

TumbuU 

DargaviUe 

Moss 

Wakefield 

Dodson 

Shrimski 

White,  W. 

Duncan 

Steward,  W.  J. 

Tellers, 

Fisher 

Stewart,  W.  D 

.Hatch 

Grey 

Sutter 
Noes,  25. 

Holmes. 

Atkinson 

Macarthur 

Stout 

Ballance 

McKenaie,  J. 

Thomson,  J.  W. 

Beetham 

Moat 

Tole 

Brown 

Newman 

Vogel 

Eraser 

Peacock 

Walkter. 

Gillies 

Richardson,  E 

Guinness 

RoUeston 

Tellers. 

Hamlin 

Ross 

•Lake 

Lamach 

Shephard 

liance. 
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Paibs. 


For, 

Against, 

Hurst,  W.  J. 

Gore 

McMillan 

Pearson 

Mitchelson 

Morris 

Montgomery 

Coster 

BosselL. 

Pyke. 

Majority  against,  2. 

Motion  for  adjonmment  of  the  debate  nega- 
tived. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  "  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  from  the 
original  question  stand  part  of  the  question." 

Ayes,  25. 
Atkinson  Lance  Steward,  W.  J. 

3allance  Macarthur         Stout 

Beetham  Moat  Sutter 

Conolly  Newman  Tole 

Fraser  Peacock  Vogel. 

Gillies  Bichardson,  E. 

Hamlin   .  RoUeston  Tellers. 

Hirst,  H.  R»ss  McKenzie,  J. 

Lake  Sbephard  Walker. 

Noss,  19. 
B.-Bradshaw     Guinness  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Brown  Johnston  Trimble 

Bajgaville  Mackenzie,  M.  Wakefield. 

Dodson  Moss 

Duncan  Shrimski  Tellers, 

Fisher  Stewart,  W.  D.  Barron 

Orey  Thompson,  T.    Macandrew. 

Paibs. 
For.  Against, 

Coster  Mont?gomery 

•  Gore  Hurst,  W.  J. 

Mitchelson  Morris 

Pearson  Macmillan 

Pyke.  Russell. 

Majority  for,  6. 

Words  retained. 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  gave  notice  of  an  amendment, 
tat  I  do  not  intend  to  move  the  one  I  gave 
notice  of,  because  there  is  a  very  general  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  House  that  the  session 
«hould  end  to-night;  but,  entertaining  the 
strong  objections  I  do  to  these  resolutions,  I 
could  no't  assent  to  them  on  behalf  of  those 
whom  I  represent  without  an  opportimity  of 
more  fully  stating  my  views  than  I  can  possibly 
have  to-night.  I  intend  to  move  "  the  previous 
question."  I  do  not  consider  that  we  should 
now  commit  New  Zealand  to  a  course  from 
which  there  is  no  honourable  retreat;  and  we 
have  no  right  to  let  it  go  forth  that  these  reso- 
laiions  have  been  assented  to  in  so  small  a 
House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— There  is  pajrt  of  an  amend- 
ment undisposed  of.  '*  The  previous  question" 
■cannot  be  moved  as  long  as  there  is  an  amend- 
ment or  portion  of  an  amendment  afloat.  As 
soon  as  the  House  affinns  that  these  words  be 
Added  to  the  word  "  That,"  then  the  honourable 
member  can  move  his  amendment. 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— Would  it  be  possible  to 
move  tiie  adjournment  of  the  debate  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— Yes;  you  would  be  at 
liberty  to  move  that. 


Mr.  MOSS. — I  should  prefer  to  move  "the 
previous  question,"  because  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate  has  been  already  decided. 

Mr.  SAMUEL. — I  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  debate. 
The  House  divided. 

Ayes,  29. 
Barron  Hatch  Sutter 

Bevan  Hirst,  H.  Thompson,  T. 

B.-Bradshaw     Holmes  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Bruce     «  Johnston  Trimble 

Cadman  Macandrew        Tumbull 

Dargaville         Mackenzie,  M.  Wakefield 
Dodson  Menteath  White,  W. 

Duncan  Moss  Tellers. 

Fisher  •  Steward,  W.  J.  Richardson,  G. 

Grey  Stewart,  W.  D.  Samuel. 

No9S,  24. 
Lance  Shephard 

Macarthur         Stout 
McKenzie,  J.     Tole 
Moat  Vogel 

Newman  Walker. 

Peacock  Tellers. 

Richardson,  E.  Gillies 
Ross  Rolleston. 


Atkinson 

Ballance 

Beetham 

Brown 

Conolly 

Fraser 

Guinness 

Hamlin 

Lake 

Majority  for,  5. 

Debate  adjourned. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  move,  That  the  adjonm- 
ment take  place  until  eleven  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day. We  should  not  separate  without  coming 
to  a  decision.  It  is  nearly  a  year  since  tiie 
question  was  before  the  Convention.    It  ap- 

fears  to  me  that  we  should  be  getting  into 
ad  odour  if  we  did  not  deal  with  this  subject 
one  way  or  another.  That  the  Government 
did  not  bring  this  subject  down  earlier  in  the 
session  was  due  to  a  variety,  of  circumstances 
— ^not  only  the  large  amount  of  business  we 
had  to  get  through  from  time  to  time ;  but  the 
aspect  of  the  question  WS(S  very  much  afieoted 
by  the  continual  intercourse  the  Government 
were  having  with  the  Governments  of  the  other 
colonies,  and  the  Agent-General  at  Home. 
I  do  trust  the  House  will  give  itself  the  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  the  question,  by  adjourn- 
ing the  debate  until  eleven  o'clock  on  Monday 
morning. 

Mr.  SAMUEL.— I  move.  That  the  debate  be 
adjourned  for  a  fortnight.  The  adjournment 
until  Monday  would  secure  very  little  con- 
sideration for  these  resolutions  when  they 
again  came  on  for  discussion.  My  motive  in 
proposing  an  adjournment  was  that  I  did  not 
think  the  House  was  prepared  to  pass  such 
resolutions  as  these. 

Mr.  MOSS.  —  I  second  the  amendment.  I 
ask  the  Government  not  to  press  on  this  ques- 
tion, because  it  cannot  be  supposed  the  coun- 
try would  be  bound  by  any  decision  arrived  at 
now.  It  has  been  said  that  one  of  the  greatest 
safeguards  we  had  against  the  country  being 
peremptorily  dragged  into  this  confederation 
was  the  fact  that  the  Parliament  must  consent 
to  it  before  the  Imperial  Act  could  apply  to  ns. 
I  have  listened  to  the  debate  with  tne  greatest 
interest.    I  think  the  speeches  made  have  beea 
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Ayes,  23. 

Ijfljrn&cli 

Shephord 

Maoaxiihur 

Stout 

McKenzie,  J. 

Tole 

Moat 

Vogel 

Newman 

Walker. 

Bichardson,  E 

Tellers. 

BoUeston 

GilUes 

Boss 

Lake. 

admirable,  and  had  something  in  them ;  and  I 
only  wish  that  other  honourable  members  may 
also  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
sentiments.  I  only  rise  to  exercise  my  right  to 
ask  the  Government  not  to  push  this  question 
for  adjournment  until  Monday,  but  allow  the 
subject  to  stand  over  until  next  session. 

Mr.  STOUT.— If  the  amendment  is  carried 
it  will  prevent  us  giving  any  assistance  to  the 
proposal  for  a  Protectorate  over  New  Guinea. 
To  use  an  expressive  word,  it  will  ** quash"  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  New  Zealand  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  any  of  the  Pacific  Islands 
hereafter. 

Major  ATKINSON.— I  hope  the  House  will 
grant  what  the  Government  ask,  so  as  to  enable 
the  House  to  say  on  Monday  what  it  will 
really  do. 

The  House  divided  oh  the  question,  '*That 
the  words,  *  eleven  o'clock  on  Monday,'  stand 
part  of  the  question." 


Atkinson 

Ballance 

Beetham 

GonoUy 

Dargaville 

Guinness 

TT^iTnliTi 

Lance 

Noes,  28, 

Barron  Hatch  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Bevan  Holmes  Trimble 

B.-Bradshaw  Johnston  TumbuU 

Bruce  Mackenzie,  M.  Wakefield 

Dodson  Menteath  White,  W. 

Duncan  Moss  Tellers, 

Eisher  Sutter  Bichardson,  G. 

Grey  Thompson,  T.  Samuel. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— I  think  I  should  be  con- 
sulting the  convenience  of  the  House  by  giving 
my  vote  so  that  the  debate  may  be  resumed  on 
Monday  instead  of  this  day  fortnight.  I  there- 
fore vote  with  the  f  Ayes." 

The  words  "  eleven  o'clock  on  Monday  "  were 
ordered  to  stand  part  of  the  question. 

On  the  question,  That  the  motion  be  agreed 
to,' 

Mr.  MOSS  said, — Perhaps  the  Government 
will  make  arrangements  to  have  a  *^call.of  the 
House "  to  decide  this  matter.  I  certainly 
should  have  no  objection  to  remain  here  for 
another  week,  or  a  month,  if  necessary.  I  do 
not  think  we  should  decide  so  important  a 
matter  hastily. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  submit  that  it  is  not  right, 
in  a  thin  House  like  this,  to  bring  up  so  impor- 
tant a  question.  I  shall  move  that  a  call  of 
the  House  be  made;  and  on  Monday  we  can 
adjourn  till  some  future  date.  I  think  it  is 
due  to  the  country  that  a  call  of  the  House 
should  be  made.  I  .move,  That  a  call  of  the 
House  be  made. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— You  will  have  to  give 
notice  of  that  motion. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— Very  well,  Sir.  I  give  notice 
that  I  will  move  thai  motion  on  Monday. 
Mr,Mo$$ 


Mr.  SPEAKEB.— You  cannot  give  notice  tOl 
Monday.  The  Standing  Orders  provide  that 
no  notice  may  be  given  after  the  House  has 
proceeded  to  the  Orders  of  the  Day,  and  w^ 
have  entered  on  that  stage  of  business. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  move,  That  the  House  do 
adjourn  until  eleven  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  move.  That  we  adjourn 
until  New  Year's  Day.  It  is  not  necessary 
tiiat  the  House  should  meet  again  this  session. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Then  we  shall  get  no  Appro- 
priation Act. 

Mr.  SEDDON.— I  understood  that  the  Ap- 
propriation Act  had  been  passed. 

Mr.  STOUT.— It  has  not  been  reported  with 
the  Governor's  assent. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  really  do  hope  that  tba 
Government  will  say  what  they  intend  to  do. 
It  is  not  respectful  to  Great  Britain,  it  is  not 
respectful  to  the  Australian  Colonies,  and  it' 
is  not  creditable  to  ourselves  that,  in  a  tliin 
House  like  this,  so  importaitt  a  matter  should 
be  decided.  It  has  been  dealt  with  by  a  cast- 
ing vote  twice  to-night.  I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  proceed  further  with  this  matter 
now. 

Mr.  STOUT.— The  Government  did  not  want 
an  adjournment.  It  was  forced  upon  them  by 
the  honourable  member  and  others. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— That  is  no  answer  to  the  im- 
propriety of  proceeding. 

Mr.  STOUT. — I  do  not  see  any  impropriety 
in  adjourning  till  Monday.  As  to  a  thin  House, 
I  can  only  say  that  there  are  more  membeis 
present  now  than  I  have  ever  before  seen 
present  at  the  close  of  a  session.  There  is  a 
means  of  recording  votes  even  when  membeis 
are  not  present,  and  I  believe  that  there  is  not 
a  single  member  of  the  House  whose  vote  will 
not  be  recorded. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— I  wish  to  point  out  to  the 
House  that  the  colony  will  be  placing  itself 
in  a  position  of  a  most  discreditable  nature 
if  it  does  not  settle  this  question,  especially 
that  part  which  relates  to  New  Guinea.  Not 
only  nave  two  successive  Govenmients  given 
the  Home-country  and  the  Australian  ColonieB 
the  right  to  suppose  that  wo  should  make  the 
required  contribution ;  but,  on  the  strength  of 
the  position  that  has  been  taken  up  by  those 
Governments,  two  colonies  have  gone  security 
for  New  Zealand's  payment ;  and  therefore  for 
us  to  decline  to  settle  anything  this  sessioiit 
especially  with  regard  to  that  matter,  would 
place  the  colony  in  a  most  ignoble  and  mean 
position.  I  cannot  think  that,  after  the  reports 
that  have  been  made  by  the  two  GoverumentB, 
and  after  the  other  colonies  have  gone  bail  for 
us,  this  House  will  refuse  to  deal  with  the  mat- 
ter this  session. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.- 1  think  that,  if  the 
Government  would  give  to  the  House  an  assur- 
ance that  they  will  ask  for  nothing  more  than 
authority  to  contribute  our  share  towards  the 
New  Guinea  expenses,  there  will  be  no  further 
trouble.  Members,  then,  will  be  able  to  go 
away. 
Sir  J,  VOGEL.— I  hope  honourable  gentis- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1884.] 


Annexation  and 


[HOUSE.] 


Federation. 


689> 


will  not  go  away.    I  cannot  give  any  such 


Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— I  am  not  going  away; 
I  shall  be  in  my  place  op  Monday ;  but  I  am 
sore  that,  if  the  Government  would  tell  the 
House  tiiey  would  take  the  course  I  suggest, 
there  would  be  no  further  objection.  I  think 
every  one  in  the  House  must  agree  with  the 
views  of  the  Colonial  Trea.surer  as  expressed 
in  regard  to  the  New  Guinea  contribution. 
There  is  a  general  feeling,  and  justly  so, 
that  we  have  not  had  a  proper  opportunity  of 
considering  the  matter,  owing  to  the  time  at 
which  the  motion  has  been  brought  down,  and 
I  believe  the  object  the  House  had  in  view  in 
carrying  the  adjournment  was  to  shelve  the 
resolutions.  As  soon  as  that  was  carried 
several  honourable  members  went  home,  owing 
to  conscientious*  objections  to  remaining  here 
now  that  it  is  Sunday  morning ;  and  that  is 
how  we  have  got  into  this  predicament. 

Mr.  STOUT.— They  paired. 

Mr.  WAKEFIELD.— Well,  it  is  very  strange 
that  the  division  was  turned  by  one  or  two 
▼otes  directly  they  went.     . 

Mr.  MOSS.— I  move.  That  the  word  "  eleven  " 
be  struck  out,  with  a  view  to  insert  the  word 
"two." 

Mr.  TURNBULL.— I  move.  That  the  House 
adjourn  for  seven  days.  The  Colonial  Treasurer 
stated  that  his  policy  wotild  be  to  adopt  a 
straightforward  line  of  conduct,  and  that  he 
would  not  bring  down  any  important  measures 
at  the  end  of  the  session.  It  was  most  unfair 
to  bring  down  an  important  subject  of  this 
land  at  the  end  of  the  session,  when  we  are 
completely  exhausted,  and  every  member  has 
made  arrangements  for  leaving.  I  regard  these 
resolutions  as  mere  milk-and-water ;  they  mean 
siniply  nothing  at  all.  If  a  call  of  the  House 
is  mfibde,  I  shall  be  one  of  the  strongest  sup- 
porters of  a  want-of-confidence  motion.  It  is  a 
most  tyrannical  course  to  adopt  towards  the 
House. 

Mr.  STOUT.— We  must  meet  on  Monday :  if 
we  do  not,  the  Appropriation  Bill  will  not  be- 
come law.  Adjourning  to  any  future  day  is  of 
no  avail. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— The  Premier  has  not  answered 
the  remarks  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Timaru  at  all.  What  he  objected  to  was  bring- 
ing on  this  question  on  the  last  day  of  the 
session.  It  was  an  insult  to  the]  country  to  do 
so.  The  honourable  gentleman*  has  made  no 
answer  at  all :  it  was  simply  an  evasion.  The 
honourable  gentleman  knows  he  is  not  justified 
in  what  he  is  doing,  and,  at  all  hazards,  on  Mon- 
day I  shall  move  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
in  the  Government.  This  is  the  most  impor- 
tant question  I  ever  heard  raised  in  this  House. 
I  believed  myself  that  the  question  would  not 
come  on  to-night;  and  that  was  the  general 
ophiion.  I  never  heard  of  so  unfair  a  thing 
Ming  done.  It  seems  to  me  incredible  that 
such  a  thing  has  been  done.  On  Monday,  if  I 
•can  get  a  very  few  people  to  stand  by  itie — I 
do  not  care  how  long  it  takes — I  shall  endea- 
vour to  fight  this  question  by  whatever  means 
Pzovidence  puts  into  my  hands. 


Mr.  SEDDON.— If  two  o'clock  is  carried,  vidU 
the  Government  t^e  it  as  an  indication  that 
the  House  disagrees  with  the  resolutions  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.— No. 

Mr.  M.  J.  S.  MACKENZIE.— It  appears  to 
me  that  the  whole  difficulty  would  be  got  over* 
if  the  Government  gave  us  the  assurance  asked 
for  by  the  honourable  member  for  Selwyn — 
that  they  would  only  deal  with  the  proposal  as 
to  New  Guinea.  I  am  one  of  those  who  think 
it  was  highly  improper  to  bring  on  this  question 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  more  especially 
as  there  was  a  feeling  abroad  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  very  careless  about  it.  The  Colonial 
Treasurer  told  the  country  that  it  was  not  a 
pressing  question  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  STOUT. — I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  the 
assurance  asked  for.  We  stated  that  we  did- 
not  make  this  a  party  question,  but  we  asked 
the  House  to  come  to  a  decision  one  way  or  the 
other,  and  I  think  honourable  members  ought 
to  have  done  that,  instead  of  carrying  the  ad- 
journment. I  cannot  now  give  any  assurance 
as  to  what  we  will  do,  without  consulting  the 
Cabinet.  We  must  keep  faith  with  the  other 
colonies. 

Mr.  LARNACH. — I  am  surprised  at  honour- 
able members  saying  it  was  improper  for  the 
Government  to  bring  this  forward  on  the  last 
day  of  the  session.  It  has  been  on  the  Order 
Paper  for  the  last  three  weeks,  and  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  have  brought  it  on  before  this. 
I  do  hope  that  the  Gbvemment  will  stick  to< 
their  resolutions,  and  carry  them  on  Monday  at 
eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Moss's  amendment  negatived. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Government  have  carried  their  resolutions ;  but 
I  say  they  are  not  very  creditable.  The  part  I 
took  was  simply  to  kill  those  resolutions,  and 
that  was  the  part  taken  by  others  who  opposedr 
them,  because  we  think  there  is  plenty  of  time 
to  consider  them  in  future  instesbd  of  now  wheib 
we  are  all  anxious  to  get  to  our  homes.  If  the 
matter  had  been  put  fairly,  there  is  no  doubt 
we  should  not  have  got  into  this  difficulty.  We 
did  not  wish  to  burke  the  question  in  any. 
other  way,  but  to  vote  direct  against  it.  Now, 
the  Pifemier  stated  openly  that  the  thing  would 
be  confined  to  one  particular  affair  the  Govern- 
ment are  interested  in,  which  indicated  that 
they  had  little  or  no  interest  in  the  other. 
That  is  the  impression  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's words  left  on  my  mind. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.  —  I  think  honourable  mem- 
bers scarcely  do  justice  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
position  of  the  Grovemment.    The  eyes  of  tha- 
world  are  on  this  question.   It  is  not  a  question 
of  New  Guinea  only,  but  a  question  of  whether 
we  are  to  be  a  party  to  the  Federal  Enabling 
Bill  being  brought  in  in  the  present  autumn 
session  of  the  £nperial  Parliament,  or  before- 
this  House  meets  again  in  June  or  July  next. 
We  are  bound  to  get  the  decision  of  the  House. 
We  should  be  placed  in  a  most  contemptibltt- 
position  if — after  all  the  action  we  have  taken, 
after  giving  authority — a  continuing  authority 
— ^from  the  late  Government  to  the   Agent- 
General  to  associate  himself  with  the  other 
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Agents-General  in  this  matter,  after  all  the 
•action  we  have  taken  with  the  other  colonies — 
we  are  not  in  a  position  to  say  what  the  views 
of  the  House  are  upon  the  two  questions :  firsts 
whether  or  not  we  shall  contribute  to  the  New 
'Guinea  expenses ;  and,  secondly,  whether  or  not 
we  are  to  support  tiie  Federal  Council  Enabling 
Bill.  If  our  resolutions  are  passed  the  House 
will  bind  itself  to  the  New  Guinea  contribution, 
and  give  its  assent,  in  a  modified  form,  to  the 
Enabling  Bill.  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  the 
Government  can  be  a  party  to  allowing  the 
-question  to  remain  undecided.  It  would  place 
UB  in  a  contemptible  position,  not  only  as  to 
the  other  colonies,  but  at  Home.  It  would 
put  us  in  the  position  of  discrediting  our  own 
Agent-General,  and  our  own  action  with  the 
other  colonies ;  it  would  put  l^e  colony  in  a 
position  it  has  never  been  in  before,  and  in 
which  I  hope  it  never  vrill  be.  If  the  resolu- 
tions are  rejected,  there  will  be  nothing  to  be 
said  but  that  the  option  always  reserved  to 
Parliament  has  been  expressed  in  the  hegative. 
But  that  Parliament  should  not  express  any 
opinion  would  place  the  colony  in  such  a  posi- 
tion that  I  hope  the  House  will  see  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  however  distasteful  it 
may  be,  to  press  on  the  matter  and  ask  the 
House  to  come  to  a  decision. 

Mr.  J.  W.  THOMSON.— Both  the  Premier 
and  the  Treasurer  have  stated  that  there  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  with  the 
other  colonies,  and  they  give  this  as  a  reason 
why  it  is  necessary  to  come  to  a  decision  at 
once.  Now,  I  ask,  if  there  is  any  correspond- 
ence more  than  has  been  .presented  to  the 
House,  will  the  Government  be  prepared  to  lay 
it  on  the  table?  Surely  it  is  necessary  we 
should  have  it  all,  before  coming  bo  a  decision. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Yes.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
•any  more.  I  have  kept  nothing  back.  But, 
if  there  should  be  any  more.  It  shall  be  forth- 
ooming. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  think  there  is  a  way  out  of 
the  deadlock.  I  heartily  agree  to  the  New 
Guinea  contribution,  and  there  is  a  large 
majority  in  favour  of  it.  But,  if  the  Govern- 
ment insist  on  bringing  the  other  large  ques- 
tion forward,  they  may  depend  on  it  there  will 
be  a  strong  demand  for  a  cieJl  of  the  House< 

Mr.  GILLIES. — It  is  a  year  since  the  Con- 
ference took  plaoe,  and  the  subject. has  been 
more  or  less  before  the  public  since;  it  has 
been  discussed  in  the  newspapers,  and  was  the 
subject  of  discussion  on  the  hustings  during 
the  last  election.  These  resolutions  have  been 
before  us  a  long  time  on  the  Order  Paper,  and 
to-night  we  have  had  one  of  the  ablest  debates 
of  this  session;  and  I  venture  to  say  that,  if 
every  member  in  the  House  had  6X>oken,  it 
would  not  alter  the  decision  already  come  to  in 
the  mind  of  one  man.  I  have  heard  enough  to 
enable  me  to  make  up  my  mind,  and  it  seems 
to  me  we  ought  to  have  made  up  our  minds  to- 
night on  the  matter. 

Mr.  G.  P.  RICHAKDSON.— I  thmk  there 

has  been  some  want  of  understanding  in  this 

matter.    I  voted  for  the  adjournment  believing 

4t  would  Mil  the  .resolutions,  as  I  thought, 

Svr  J.  Vogel 


after  the  actual  question  of  adjournment  had 
been  agreed  to,  that  the  mover  would  propose 
an  adjournment  to  a  future  day,  to  prevent 
them  coming  on  again.  I  think  most  honour- 
able members  voted  in  that  direction,  and  I 
think  the  (Government  might  very  well  acoept 
that  division  as  the  opinion  of  this  House  with 
regard  to  canning  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  STOUT.—We  cannot  do  it. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— The  whole  question  has 
been  for  a  long  period  before  honourable  mem- 
bers, and  those  who  have  left  the  House  went 
On  their  own  responsibility ;  and  I  think  we  are 
perfectly  justified  in  thinking,  as  to  them,  that 
silence  means  assent.  If  t^ey  did  not  pair,  I 
think  we  have  a  perfect  right  to  assume  that 
they  assent. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— Sir,  of  what  use  is  it  to 
continue  thia  discussion?  After  the  decision 
that  has  been  already  come  to,  we  may  go  o& 
arguing  till  eight  o'clock,  and  then  oamioi 
but  be  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  we  are 
in  now. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned  at  five  minutes  to  one 
o'clock  a.m. 


.  LEGISLATIVE  COUNGEL. 
Mond(vyt  l6th  November^  1884. 


Hon.  Mr.  Pharasyn— Prorogation. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaksb  took  the  chair  at 
eleven  o'clock. 

Pbayebs. 

HON.  MR.  PHARAZYN. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— I  ask  leave  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  In  the  paper  this 
morning  there  is  the  following  letter  from  the 
Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  Buckley  :— 

*'  To  the  Editor  of  the  New  Zealand  Timet. 

**  SiB,-^You  were  pleased  to  publish  in  your 
paper  of  the  6th  November  instant  a  letter 
signed  *  C.  ^.  Pharazyn.'  Will  you,  in  justice 
to  me,  publish  the  enclosed  telegram  received 
by  me  to-day  7-^- 

'* '  In  my  presence  in  the  lobby  of  the  House 
I  heard  Pharazyn  say  that,  unless  you  remitted 
his  fine  of  £100,  he  would  vote  against  every 
measure  of  the  Government.' 

*'  I  make  no  further  comment. — ^Yours,  &c^ 
«« p^  j^^  Buckley. 

"  Wellington,  Nov.  8, 1884."  * 

Now,  Six,  this  is  totally  at  variance  with  the 
statement  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  made  in  tiiis 
Council,  which  was  this : — 

"  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  say  so  much ;  bnt 
there  is  a  matter  which  I  cannot  pass  over 
without  alluding  to  it  in  very  plain  ■«^"C"*^ 
Intimidation  of  a  very  peculiar  character  hm 
been  offered  to  myself  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man who  sits  in  this  Chamber,  who  yesteodi^t 
as  I  was  on  my  way  to  this  Chamber,  stoppgd 
me  in  a  very  rude  manner,  and  said — I  took 
his  words  down  at  the  time — '  I  wish  to  iufiomi 
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yoa  that  I  will  vote  against  every on^asure  in- 
troduced by  the  Oovemment  until  a  petition 
which  I  presented  to  the  Government,  asking 
for  relief  from  fines  imposed  on  me,  has  been 
decided  by  the  Executive.*  '* 

Well,  Sir,  that  I  denied  in  the  paper. 
.The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Bead 
farther. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— "  This  honour- 
able gentleman  yesterday  informed  me  that 
^  such  was  his  intended  mode  of  action."  Well, 
I  deny  that  positively.  I  deny  positively  that 
any  such  conversation  took  place  between 
Q^self  and  the  honourable  gentleman.  As  for 
what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Campbell  reports,  most  of 
us  know  that,  unfortunately,  Mr.  Campbell  is 
not  always  in  his  right  senses.  What  he  said 
took  place  did  not  take  place.  What  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Campbell  stated  he  heard  me  say  to  some 
one  else  was  simply  untrue.  I  am  very  rarely 
in  the  lobby,  but  on  this  occasion  I  was:  it 
wa£  when  tiie  East  and  West  Coast  Bailway 
was  under  discussion,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell came  up  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  would 
support  the  Bill.  I  said,  *<No,  I  shall  cer- 
tamly  not;  but  I  question  whether,  in  my 
present  i)08ition,  I  can  support  any  measure 
of  the  Government,  as  it  would  look  as  if  I 
were  acting  from  corrupt  motives."  That  was 
a  very  different  thing.  I  was  influenced  by  a 
feeling  on  my  part  that  corrupt  motives  might 
be  imputed.  Nothing  more  passed;  but  just 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Chamber  I  came 
across  the  Hon.  Mr.  Martin  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Johnson,  and  I  heard  it  imputed  to  me  that 
I  had  threatened  the  Government — that  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Campbell  had  raised  a  report  that  I 
had  threatened  the  Government  in  some  way. 
When  Mr.  Campbell  left  the  chamber  I  went 
out  and  followed  him,  and  said,  "Mr.  Camp- 
bell, did  you  state  that  I  threatened  the  Go- 
vernment in  any  way?"  He  said,  *'I  did." 
Well,  Sir,  I  said,  "That  is  a  deliberate  lie." 
I  gave  him  "  the  Ue  direct,"  at  once.  I  know 
it  was  wrong,  but  I  was  indignant  at  having 
such  a  grave  accusation  brought  against  me. 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  soon  cool  down ;  and 
in  the  afternoon  I  made  an  apology  to  Mr. 
Campbell  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Fraser. 
I  made  him  an  apology,  and  he  accepted  it  in 
good  part ;  and  1  said,  "  You  quite  misunder- 
stood my  meanings"  I  can  only  come  now 
to  one  conclusion.  At  the  same  time  that 
the  Hon.  ^Ir.  Buckley  stated  the  accusation 
against  me  he  informed  the  Council  that  my 
petition  had  been  rejected.  I  do*  not  wonder 
at  it.  If  the  Hon.  Mr.  Buckley  could  go  to 
the  Executive  and  use  words  of  this  kind  with 
reference  to  myself,  I  think  they  were  quite 
right  in  rejecting  my  petition  at  once.  It 
would  have  been  great  insolence  on  my  part 
to  have  threatened  anything  of  the  kind.  As 
to  my  threatening  the  Government,  it  would 
have  been  like  a  mouse  threatening  a  cat,  so 
insignificant  it  would  have  been.  Sir,  I  regret 
to  have  to  make  these  remarks.  Mr.  Buckley 
is  a  personal  friend  of  mine,  but  I  have  never 
bad  much  respect  for  him:  he  is,  however,  a 
kind-hearted  man.     But  I  could  not  aUow 


this  to  pass  without  bringing  it  before  the* 
Chamber.  He  showed  me  this  telegram  be- 
fore it  was  published,  and  if  he  had  only 
been  wise  enough  to  keep  it  quiet  I  should 
have  said  nothing  more  about  it.  Of  course- 
I  shall  hear  what  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  got  to  say,  and  I  shall'  give  notice  of  a 
motion  for  next  sitting-day.  I  do  not  wish- 
to  say  anything  more  now,  and  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  Mr.  Buckley  has  put  him- 
self in  such  a  position.  Of  course  it  may  be  a 
laughing  matter  to  some  gentlemen,  but  it  is  a. 
source  of  very  great  pain  to  me.  I  leave  it  to 
him  to  explain  it  in  any  way  he  can.  There  is 
a  part  I  quite  omitted ;  it  is  that,  immediately 
after  this  conversation  when  I  met  Mr.  Camp- 
bell and  unfortunately  lost  my  temper  and 
gave  him  "  the  lie,"  he  said)  "  Oh,  come  to  Mr. 
Buckley,  and  we  will  see  what  Mr.  Buckley 
says."  We  came  round — the  Council  was  just 
about  to  meet — and  saw  the  Hon.  the  Colonial^ 
Secretary.  He  said,  "  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it;  I  will  bring  it  on  the  floor  of  the 
Council.  .  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  now.'*" 
He  would'  not  hear  any  explanation,  as  he  said 
he  would  bring  it  on  the  floor  of  the  Counoil. 
That  was  what  passed  with  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Buckley. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  P.  A.  BUCKLEY.— Sir,  might 
I  be  allowed  to  refer  to  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  said,  as  it  has  been  a  direct 
attack  upon  me  ?  The  honourable  gentleman 
says  that,  had  I  been  wise  enough  to  keep  the 
matter  quiet,  I  should  be  now  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent position.  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man took  the  very  unusual  course  of  writing 
to  the  newspaper  about  a  matter  which  took 
place  in  this  Council.  I  spoke  very  plainly 
to  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  he  never 
took  the  slightest  trouble  to  reply  to  what  I 
stated  in  this  Council  until '  Mr.  Campbell 
had  gone  away.  Mr.  Campbell  was  present 
when  the  honourable  gentleman  spoke  to  me 
in  the  corridor  and  made  use  of  the  language 
which  I  have  mentioned;  and  it, is  to  be  re^ 
gretted  that  the  honourable  gentleman .  had 
no  answer  to  make  to  me  until  Mr.  Campbell 
had  left,  and  that  he  then  wrote  to  the  news- 
paper. My  first  inclination  was  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  Council  as  a  breach  of  pri- 
vilege :  probably  it  was  one ;  but  I  thought 
better  of  it,  and  took  no  notice  of  it.  How- 
ever, I  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Campbell  to  give  me 
his  recollection  of  what  took  place,  and  that  is- 
his  reply.  Before  publishing  it,  I  showed  it  to- 
the  honourable  gentleman,  and  told  him  that 
I  intended  publishing  it,  as  a  contradiction  to 
what  I  considered  a  glaring  misstatement  by 
the  honourable  gentleman  about  the  conversa- 
tion that  took  place  in  the  lobby  of  this  Council, 
I  did  not  seek  the  conversation  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  but  he  stopped  me,  in  the 
manner  I  have  already  mentioned,  ajid  in- 
formed me  of  this.  Now  he  says  no  •doubt 
it  is  only  natural  that  the  Government  should 
not  remit  this  fine  after  this  threat  had  been 
reix>rted  to  them.  The  decision  on  his  petition 
was  arrived  at  long  before  this,  and  I  inform 
the  honourable  gentleman  and  this  Council^. 
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^th  a  view  to  setting  him  right,  that  the 
decision  that  was  previously  arrived  at  was 
'that  the  fine  was  not  to  be  remitted.  I  do  not 
know  what  to  think  of  the  honoorable  gentle- 
man. He  was  good  enough  to  allude  to  Mr. 
Campbell  in  a  way  which  I  think  reflects  very 
little  credit  upon  himself ;  and  I  think  if  Mr. 
Oeunpbell  had  been  here  he  would  not  have  ven- 
tured to  say  what  he  did.  We  all  know  Mr. 
Campbell,  and  respect  him ;  and  I  regret  to  say 
that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Pharazyn  has  not  risen  in 
my  estimation  by  what  he  has  done.  He  took 
the  very  unusual  course  of  writing  to  the  news- 
paper ;  he  had  not  the  courage  to  reply  to  me 
after  I  addressed  the  Council,  but  allowed  the 
matter  to  remain  in  abeyance  until  the  gentle- 
man who  was  with  me  when  the  conversation 
took  place  had  gone  home. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  PHARAZYN.— There  is  only 
one  explanation  I  wish  to  make.  Mr.  Buckley 
never  informed  me  of  his  intention  to  publish 
■that  letter  in  the  paper — ^not  a  word  of  it. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKEB.— The  honourable 
gentleman  is  out  of  order. 

PROROGATION. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  acquainted  the 
Oouncil  that  His  Excellency  the  Governor  had 
been  pleased  to  grant  a  Commission  to  the 
honourable  members  therein  named  for  pro- 
roguing this  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Commissioners,  the  Hon.  Sir  William 
.  FrrzHEBBEBT,  K.C.M.G.,  the  Hon.  Patbick 
Alphonsus  Buckley,  the  Hon.  William 
Hunter  Reynolds,  and  the  Hon.  Geobqe 
Mabsden  Watebhouse,  having  seated  them- 
selves, commanded  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  to 
signify  to  the  House  of  Representatives  that 
the  Commissioners  desire  their  immediatiB  at- 
i^dance  in  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber 
to  hear  the  Commission  read. 
'  The  Speaeeb  of  the  House  of  Repbesenta- 
TTVES,  accompanied  by  honourable  members, 
-attended. 

The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  said,— 
honoubable  members  of  tiie  legislative 
Council,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 
Repbesentatives, — 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  not  thinking 
fit  to  be  personally  present  at  this  time,  has 
been  pleased  to  cause  a  Commission  to  be 
issued,  under  the  seal  of  the  colony,  appointing 
certain  honourable  members  Commissioners  for 
proroguing  this  present  session  of  the  General 
Assembly,  which  you  will  now  hear  read. 

Then  the  said  Commission  was  read  by  the 
Clebe,  and  is  as  follows : — 
Victobia,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of    Great    Britain  and  Lreland 
Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith : 
To  the  Honourable  Sir  WiiLliam  Fitz- 
hebbebt.  Knight  Commander  of  our 
Most    Distinguished  Order    of    Saint 
Michael  and  Saint  George,  Speaker  of 
our  Legislative  Council  of  our  Colony 
of   New    Zealand;    the    Honourable 
Patrick   Alphonsus   Buckley;    the 
Honourable   William   Hunteb  Rey- 
Hon.  Mr,  P.  A,  Buckley 


NOLDs;  and  the  Honourable  Gkobob 
Mabsden  Watebhousb,  members  of 
our  said  Council, 
Greeting: 
Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  our  Gplony 
of  New  Zealand  was  begun  and  holden  at  the 
Parliament  Houses,  in  Molesworth  Street,  in 
the  City  of  Wellington,  on  Thursday,  the 
seventh  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  is  ^ere  now 
holden :  Now  know  ye  that,  for  certain  cauaes 
and  considerations,  we  have  thought  fit  to  pro- 
rogue the  said  General  Assembly ;  and  there- 
fore we,  confiding  in  your  fidelity  and  dis- 
cretion, have  assigned  and  appointed  you,  the 
said  Sir  William  Fitzherbert,  Patrick  Alphonsus 
Buckley,  William  Hunter  Reynolds,  and  Geoi|ge 
Marsden  Waterhouse  our  Commissioners,  giv- 
ing to  you,  or  any  two  of  you,  by  virtue  of  these 
presents,  full  power  and  authority,  in  our  name 
and  in  the  name  of  our  Governor  of  our  said 
Colony  of  New  Zealand,  to  prorogue  and  con- 
tinue the  General  Assembly  of  our  said  colony, 
at  the  said  Parliament  Houses,  in  Wellington 
aforesaid,  from  Mondav,  the  tenth  day  of 
November  instant,  until  and  unto  Thursday, 
the  nineteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-five,  there  and  then  to 
be  holden  and  sit ;  and  therefore  we  command 
that  you  diligently  attend  the  premises,  and 
efiectually  fulfil  them  in  manner  aforesaid, 
commanding  all  and  singular  the  members  of 
the  said  General  Assembly,  and  all  whom  it 
concerns,  that  they  meet  in  the  said  Assembly, 
by  virtue  of  these  presents,  and  that  they  ob- 
serve, obey,  and  assist  you  in  executing  the 
premises  as  they  ought. 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  our 
letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  our 
said  colony  to  be  hereunto  fixed. 

Witness  the  hand  of  our  trusty  and  well- 
beloved  Sir  William  Francis  Dmm- 
mond  Jervois,  Lieutenant-General 
in  our  Army,  Knight  Grand  Cross 
of  our  Most  Distinguished  Order  of 
Saint  Michael  and  Saint  George, 
Companion  .of  our  Most  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath,  Gk)vemor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over 
our  Colony  of  New  Zealand  and 
its  Dependencies,  and  Yice-Admiral 
of  the  same;  at  the  Government 
House,  at  Wellington,  this  tenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  him- 
dred  and  eighty-four,  and  in  the 
forty-eighth  year  of  our  reign. 
By  His  Excellency's  command. 

R.  Stout. 
The  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  then  said,  — By 
virtue  of  His  Excellency's  Commission,  undeor 
the  seal  of  the  colony,  to  us  directed,  and 
read,  we  do,  in  His  Excellency's  name  and 
in  obedience  to  his  command,  prorogue  this 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  to  Uie  19th 
day  of  March,  1885 ;  and  this  session  of  the 
G^eral  Assembly  is  prorogued  accordingly  to 
Thursday,  the  19th  day  of  March,  1885. 
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HOUSE  OF    BEPEESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  10th  Novernber,  1884. 


Wattle-bark— Annexation  and  Federation— Snpply 
Bills— Bnsiness  of  the  Session— Prorogation. 

Mr.  Speakeb  took  the  chair  at  eleven  o'clock 
ajn. 

Pbaybbs. 

WATTLE-BAEK. 

Mr.  BOSS  asked  the  Grovermnent,  If  they 
«re  aware  that  about  two  years  ago  several 
thousands  of  pamphlets  treating  on  the  culti- 
vation of  the  wattle  were  circulated,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  seeds  distributed  gratuitously 
throughout  New  Zealand,  at  the  cost  of  Messrs. 
Michaelis  Hallenstein  and  Farquhar,  of  Dun- 
edin,  and  that  bonuses  of  £150  for  the  first  100 
tons,  £100  for  the  second  100  tons,  and  £50  for 
the  third  100  tons  of  wattle-bark  grown  in  the 
colony  were  offered  by  the  same  firm,  the 
bonuses  being  in  addition  to  the  market  value 
of  the  article;  and  whether  the  Government 
will,  during  the-  recess,  cause  inquiry  to  be 
made  in  the  various  land  districts  as  to  what 
extent,  if  any,  the  wattle  is  now  being  culti- 
vated in  the  colony  for  bark-producing  pur- 
poses ? 

Mr.  STOUT  said  the  Government  were  aware 
that  the  firm  named — Messrs.  Michaelis  Hal- 
lenstein and  Farquhar,  of  Dunedin — had  cir- 
culated a  great  number  of  pamphlets,  and  did 
what  they  could  to  encourage  the  growth  of 
wattle ;  and  the  Government  would,  during  the 
xecesB,  ascertain  what  had  been  done  in  this 
direction. 

ANNEXATION  AND  FEDERATION. 

ADJOUBKED  DEBATE. 

Mr.  BARRON.  —  The  amendment  proposed 
hy  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru,  if 
moved  against  the  whole  of  the  resolutions, 
will,  I  venture  to  say,  be  approved  of  by  the 
people  throughout  the  colony.  Its  purport  I 
understand  to  be  this :  that,  seeing  the  atti- 
tude taken  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  New 
South  Wales  regarding  the  Federal  Coun- 
cil Bill,  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  further 
negotiations  should  take  plsbce  between  the 
colonies  before  the  Federal  Bill  is  enacted, 
and  that  further  consideration  of  the  question 
be  postponed  till  next  session  of  Parliament.  I 
hope  the  amendment  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Oamaru  will  be  carried  so  as  to  replace 
the  whole  question,  and  that  the  House  will 
not  proceed  to  consider  the  resolutions  seriatim, 
if  only  because  of  their  great  importance,  and 
the  imperfect  consideration  we  can  now  give 
to  them  in  the  two  or  three  hurried  hours  of  the 
end  of  the  session.  The  resolutions  commit 
the  colony  to  serious  and  what  will  prove  to  be 
rapidly -accumulating  political  and  pecuniary 
responsibilities,  which  require  the  most  careful 
consideration  by  a  full  Parliament  before  being 
passed,  even  if  it  is  desirable  they  should  be 
passed  at  all,  of  which  I  have  the  gravest 
doubt. 


The  House  divided  on  the  question,  **  That 
this  House  resolves  that  it  agrees  generally 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  said  Convention; 
but,  in  order  that  its  views  may  be  specifically 
expressed,  it  resolves  as  follows :  *' 


Atkinson 

Ballance 

Beetham 

Cowan 

Fergus 

Fitzherbert 

Fraser 

Fulton 

Gillies 

Hakuene 

Hamlin 

Hirst,  H. 

Lake 

Bevan 

Bruce 

Dodson 

Duncan 

Fisher 

Grey 

Guinness 

Hatch 


Atbs,  86. 
Locke 
Msbcarthur 
McKenzie,  J. 
Menteath 
Moat 
Morris 
Newman 
Peacock  ' 
Pearson 
Pere 
Pyke 
Richardson,  E. 


Ross 

Shephar^ 

Shrunski 

Steward,  W.  D. 

Stout 

Sutter 

Taiaroa 

Tole 

Vogel. 

Tdllers. 
Lance 
Walker. 


Noes,  21. 
Johnston  Thomson,  J.  W. 

Macandrew .      Trimble 
Richardson,  G.  TumbuU 


Russell 
Samuel 
Smith 
TeAo 


Wakefield. 
Tellers. 
Barron 
Moss. 


Paibs. 

Far,  Against. 

Bryoe  Thompson,  T, 

Coster  O 'Conor 

Gore  Reese 

Harper  Allwright 

Hursthouse  Hobbs 

Lamach  DargavUle 

Mitchelson  Cadman 

0'Callajg[han  Montgomery 

Rolleston  White,  W. 

Whyte,  J.  B.  Levestam. 

Majority  for,  15. 
Resolution  agreed  'to. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved,  (a.)  That  it  approves  of 
the  steps  taken  by  the  British  Government  for 
the  establishment  of  its  rule  over  New  Guinea, 
and  hopes  that  like  measures  will  be  taken  for 
a  Protectorate  over  the  islands  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean  not  under  the  dominion  of  any  stable 
Government. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  pass  all  these  resolutions 
through  or  not,  so  that  we  may  decide  what 
course  we  shall  take. 

Mr.  STOUT.— That  is  really  for  the  House  to 
determine.  If  the  House,  however,  is  willing 
to  come  to  a  compromise  and  accept  the  reso- 
lution of  which  notice  has  been  given  by  the 
honourable  member  for  Oamaru,  I,  personally, 
shall  not  be  against  that  course  being  taken. 
We  can  pass  (a)  and  (6),  and  then  consider 
the  resolution  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Oamaru. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Well,  Sir,  I  hope  we  shall 
discuss  the  whole  subject  fully,  and  I  shall 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER. — ^I  presume  the  honourable 
member  will  move  the  adjournment  of    the 
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debate.  To  adjourn  the  House  ^wonld  be  to 
dispose  of  the  whole  matter — to  do  nothing. 

Sir  G.  GBEY.— I  shall  be  glad  to  dispose  of 
the  whole  matter  altogether  if  I  can,  and  there- 
fore I  prefer  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House,  so  as  to  raise  the  whole  question.  I 
wish  to  put  it  to  honourable  gentlemen  —  for 
there  are  some  present  here  to-day  who  did  not 
hear  the  previous  discussion — that  the  resolu- 
tion just  carried  is  of  so  serious  a  nature  that  I 
think  it  would  be  better  for  us  now  to  postpone 
the  whole  matter  until  next  session. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.  — It  would  be  better  to 
agree  to  my  proposal. 

Sic  G.  GREY. — I  quite  go  with  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  proposal,  and  shall  support  it 
if  I  can  get  nothmg  better ;  but  I  think  that 
the  subject  is  one  of  such  vast  importance  to 
this  country  that  it  ought  not  to  be  disposed 
of  while  so  many  members  are  absent.  It 
ought  not  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  end  of  the 
session  in  this  hurried  manner.  The  House 
has  now  affirmed  that  it  generally  agrees  with 
the  propositions  for  federation  which  were 
adopted  by  a  Conference  at  Sydney.  That  is 
the  meaning  of  the  thing — that  this  House  oon- 
oeives  that  federation  with  the  Australian  Colo- 
nies is  a  desirable  step  to  take.  .  Now,  I  sub- 
mit that  such  is  not  the  case,  t  heard  many 
statements  made  to  this  House  upon  this  sub- 
'  ject,  after  I  lost*  my  power  of  speech  the  other 
evening,  which  must  have  led  the  House 
astray.  For  instance,  it  was  stated  by  many 
members,  one  after  the  other,  that  if  we 
entered  into  this  federation  it  would  be  quite 
possible  for  us  to  get  out  of  it  again.  I  deny 
that  altogether.  The  arguments  in  this  re- 
spect were  twofold.  One  was  that  the  Austra- 
lian Colonies  would  not  object  to  our  leaving  a 
confederation  into  which  we  had  once  entered 
with  them — that  they  would  readily  consent  to 
our  doing  so ;  and  the  other  argument  was  that, 
if  they  did  not  consent  to  it,  the  British  Govern- 
ment would  interfere  on  our  behalf  and  free 
us  from  the  yoke  we  had  put  upon  our  necks. 
I  answer  that  there  would  be  no  hope  what- 
ever that  the  Australian  Colonies  would  permit 
our  withdrawing  from  a  confederation  of  this 
nature,  if  we  once  entered  into  it.  If  we  once 
became  liable  to  bear  a  large  pecuniary  burden 
with  them,  if  we  once  agreed  to  accept  laws 
made  by  a  Federal  Council  of  that  kind,  even 
partially,  there  would  be  no  hope  whatever 
that  they  would  relieve  us  from  the  burden  of 
such  payment,  or  of  conformity  to  their  laws. 
Can  any  example  be  given  to  us  in  which  a 
federated  nation  has  allowed  a  very  rich  and 
important  portion  of  such  confederation  to  re- 
tire from  it  ?  On  the  other  hand,  look  at  the 
example  of  the  United  States,  and  the  civil 
war  which  sprang  from  such  an  attempt.  But 
I  will  not  proceed  to  argue  that  part  of  the 
subject  furtner.  I  am  sure  that  every  impar- 
tial mind  will  confess  that  there  would  be  no 
hope  whatever  that  we  should  be  allowed  peace- 
ably to  retire  from  such  a  federation  by  other 
members  of  the  federation,  if  once  we  ei^tered 
it,  I  will  now  address  myself  to  the  line  the 
British  Parliament  wojild  pursue  if  we  applied 
Mr.  Speaker 


to  it  to  aid  us  to  escape  from  such  a  federatioa. 
And,  first,  I  would  say  that  the  conviction  in 
my  mind — and  it  must  be  the  conviction  of 
every  man  who  has  watched  the  tendency  of 
the  views  of  British  statesmen  at  the  present 
time — is  this :  that  those  statesmen  who  pro> 
pose  federation,  and  try  to  force  us  into  it — ^for 
such  an  attempt  has  been  made  by  some  of 
the  statesmen  in  Great  JBritain — ^really  desire 
to  see  the  British  colonies  cast  off  by  Great 
Britain,  and  to  see  Great  Britain  relieved  from 
what  they  regard  as  a  great  burden.  The 
Premier  said,  on  one  or  two  occasions,  that  tho 
colonies  were  forced  to  adopt  this  course  be- 
cause Lord  Derby  had  said  that  he  would  not 
receive  any  representations  upon  certain  sub- 
jects except  through  the  colonies  combined. 
Earl  Derby  never  made  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  said  nothing  of  the  kind-  It 
was  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont  who 
said  so. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— Well,  the  honourable  member 
for  Egmont  stated  this.  To  which  I  reply 
that,  if  he  (Lord  Derby)  stated  that,  I  believd 
he  forgot  his  duty;  and  I  am  also  certain 
that,  if  he  did  state  it,  he  saw  that  the 
effect  of  such  a  great  confederation  as  this 
would  be,  according  to  his  present  view,  to 
build  up  a  dominion  in  these  seas  which  could 
stand  apart,  if  Great  Britain  chose  to  get  rid 
of  the  colonies.  I  firmly  believe,  also,  that 
he  was  sagacious  enough  to  see  further  than 
that,  and  see  —  what  the  Colonial  Treasurer 
himself  the  other  night  admitted  would  be  the 
fact  —  that  the  tendency  of  this  federation 
would  be  to  create  a  strong  body  that  would 
break  ofi  from  Great  Britain  as  a  whole  and 
cease  to  form  part  of  the  Empire — that, 
in  fact,  a  new  nation  would  be  formed,  con- 
sisting of  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  Not 
only  that,  but  the  honourable  member  for 
Egmont  went,  a  degree  further  and  pointed 
out  what  was  one  step  which  would  certainly 
lead  to  such  a  result.  He  said  this  :  that  New 
Zealand  and  Australia  would  be  so  powerful 
that  their  wishes  must  be  attended  to  by  Great 
Britain  —  that  they  could,  in  point  of  fact» 
force  their  views  upon  the  Empire.  That  is^ 
it  was  admitted  that  differences  possibly  would 
arise  between  Great  Britain  and  her  provinces, 
which  differences  would  be  enforced  with  such 
strength  that  further  disputes  and  differences 
might  arise  therefrom.  I  wish  to  do  nothing 
of  the  kind,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  wish 
to  enforce  our  desires,  not  by  strength,  but  by 
reason.  1  wish  that  New  Zealajid  should — at 
all  events  until  a  different  state  of  things  haa 
arisen  from  that  which  now  exists — remain  an 
integral  portion  of  the  Empire,  confederated 
with  that  Empire ;  and  I  wish  to  be  federated 
with  no  other  Power  upon  earth.  I  say  to 
attempt  to  confederate  us  with  Australia  ia  to 
remove  us  from  Great  Britain.  ^Ve  can  on!^ 
approach  Great  Britain,  then,  through  a  Fede- 
ral Council;  we  can  no  longer  approach  her 
as  an  integral  portion  of  the  Empire,  standing 
alone,  looking  to  our  own  interests  in  the  first 
place,  and  then  considering  those  interests 
generally  with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain 
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and  the  entire  Empire.  And  that  is  the  pro- 
per position  for  us  to  occupy.  Farther,  we 
irere  told  that  we  relinquish  no  power  we  pos- 
8088  hy  being  federated  with  Australia  ;  that,  on 
the  contrary,  a  Federal  Council  would  be  esta- 
Ukhed  there  to  which  greater  powers  would 
be  given  than  were  intrusted  to  this  colony. 
To  &at  I  do  not  agree.  I  think  Great  Britam 
would  giye  no  greater  powers  to  a  Federal 
Council  of  that  land  which  she  would  not  give 
to  us.  It  may  be  said  that,  owing  to  the  small- 
ness  of  our  population,  any  representations  we 
nught  make  to  Great  Britain  would  not  have 
the  same  efiect  as  representations  made  from 
so  populous  a  country  as  Australia;  but  to 
Hokt  1  answer  that  our  population  will  in- 
crease rapidly,  that  the  di^erence  between  us  is 
therefore,  comparatively  speaking,  trifling,  and 
that  Great  Britain  will  undoubtedly  give  to 
New  Zealand  the  same  powers  as  she  wUl  con- 
fer on  Australia.  In  point  of  fact,  she  has 
already  given  greater  powers  to  us  under  our 
Oonstitation  than  the  Australians  possess 
under  their  present  Constitutions.  Then, 
•gain,  I  say  we  can  obtain  no  possible  advan- 
tage from  being  federated  with  Australia.  On 
tiie  contrary,. we  shall  be  subject  to  laws  made 
in  a  distant  place-^ — 

Mr,  STOUT.— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I 
do  not  wish  to  interrupt  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, but  I  think  there  is  an  important  prece- 
dent involved.  I  wish  to  know  if  the  honour- 
able member  can  discuss,  on  a  motion  >for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House,  an  Order  of  the 
Day  oil  the  Paper  not  yet  moved. 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.  — The  honourable  member 
has  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
which,  if  carried,  will  have  the  effect  of  dis- 
posing of  the  notice  of  motion.  What  is  being 
discussed  is  the  federation  of  New  Guinea  and 
the  other  islands  of  the  Pacific,  and  it  is  clearly 
in  the  competence  of  the  honourable  member, 
in  Older  to  save  that  motion  from  being  disposed 
of  by  a  motion  for  adjournment,  to  allude  to 
the  merits  of  the  motion.  But  he  is  not  al- 
lowed to  go  beyond  the  discussion  of  that  par- 
ticular motion  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  the 
House.  He  has  not  the  same  wide  range  that 
he  would  have  if  he  had  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  when  nothing  else  was  be- 
fore it.  But  this  question  of  federation  of  New 
Guinea  and  all  the  Pacific  Islands  comes  clearly 
within  his  right  on  a  motion  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House. 

Sir  G.  GREY.  — The  Premier  did  not'wish 
to  interrupt  me,  or  to  prevent  me  from  say- 
ing things  he  did  not  like  to  hear.  But  he 
made  a  great  mistake.  He  will  hear  a  great 
deal  more,  before  I  finish,  that  he  does  not  wish 
to  hear.  I  contend  that,  in  discussing  this 
question  of  federation,  I  may  mention  every 
subject  that  belongs  to  it.  I  was  remarking 
that,  if  we  get  into  a  federation  of  this  kind,  we 
flhall  be  subject  to  laws  made  by  a  very  distant 
I'ederal  Council,  ^hich  may  be  very- objection- 
able to  us  here ;  and  the  reply  to  that  has  been 
that  we  shall  have  to  put  into  the  Act  a  provi- 
sion that  laws  of  the  Federal  Council  shall  not 
Jbave  force  in  New  Zealand  until  adopted  by 


this  Parliament.  What  nonsense  to  talk  to  us 
in  that  way  1  That  is  what  the  Premier  said. 
But  is  he  to  draft  the  Federal  Act  ?  Can  he 
tell  us  what  form  it  will  take  ?  We  have  no 
power  whatever  to  dictate  what  that  law  shall 
be ;  and,  if  we  agree  to  go  into  federation,  we 
may  rely  upon  it  that  the  British  ParUamerit^ 
in  Naming  that  Act,  will  act  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  States  to  be 
federated.  But,  even  if  such  a  provision  is  to 
be  put  in,  let  us  see  what  we  have  now.  Under 
what  circumstances  are  we  to  be  forced  into 
this  federation?  On  the  very  last  day  of  the 
session,  with  a  thin  House,  the  destinies  of  New 
Zealand  for  ever  are  to  be  dealt  with;  and 
by  whom  ?  Why,  the  main  person  in  this — the 
Colonial  Treasurer  —  is  a  gentleman  largely 
interested  in  forcing  federation  on.  We  have 
heard  enough  of  that  this  session.  We  have 
seen  an  enormous  debt  entailed  on  the  colony 
by  interested  persons  sitting  on  those  ^enches. 
We  have  seen  the  Premier,  the  solicitor  of  a 
company  largely  interested  in  this 

Mr.  SPEAKEB.— That  is  going  outside  the 
question. 

Sir  G.  GBEY. — ^I  most  respectfully  submit 
that,  in  considering  this  confederation  and  the 
Protectorate  to  be  established,  we  may  consider 
the  persons  by  whom  it  is  being  brought  about 
in  this  House.  I  may  warn  the  House.  I  may 
warn  the  House  not  to  accede  to  their  request. 

Mr.  SP£jAKEB. — I  can  see  no  connection 
between  the  private  acts  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  sitting  on  my  right  and  this  ques- 
tion of  federation. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— But,  Sir,  if  one  of  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  sitting  on  your  right  is  largely 
interested  in  Australia,  surely  that  is  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  SPEAKER.  —  I  have  given  the  utmost 
latitude  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  and 
I  must  expect  honourable  members  to  confine 
themselves  to  what  I  have  laid  down. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— In  that  case,  we  shall  have 
to  submit  ourselves  to  our  fate,  which  I  believe 
to  be  a  very  sad  fate  indeed.  I  go  on  to  say 
that  great  influences  may  be  brought  to  bear 
in  this  House  hereafter.  Suppose  that  this 
federation  takes  place,  and  it  is  desirable,  for 
instance,  to  get  a  law  carried  here  which  the 
Federskl  Council  wish  to  impose  upon  us,  what 
a  vast  danger  we  ^all  run !  It  may  be  possible, 
by  immense  concessions  of  land,  or  in  some 
ways,  to  exert  an  influence  on  this  House.  Do 
not  let  it  be  said  that  this  is  a  fanciful  idea. 
We  have  seen  the  Ministers  of  Charles  II. 
brought  under  the  control  of  Louis  XIV.  through 
large  concessions  made  to  them  by  France. 
Various  means  were  exerted  leading  the  British 
Parliament  to  commit  very  wrongful  acts,  the 
Parliament  being  left  in  ignorance  of  the  real 
position  of  Ministers  in  reference  to  what  they 
received  from  France  at  the  time.  That  is  one 
danger  that  might  arise  if  you  go  into  a  fede- 
ration  of  this  sort.  Then,  I  may  ask  members 
again,  what  common  interests  can  there  really 
be,  upon  an  immense  number  of  subjects,  be- 
tween New  Zealand  and  Australia?  I  say^ 
upon  many  subjects,  there  is  absolutely  none. 
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The  Anstralian  Colonies  will  have  eommon  in- 
terests amongst  themselves  totally  different 
from  those  which  we  have  here.  I  believe  that 
the  number  of  colonies  in  Australia  mnst  ulti- 
mately be  eight  or  nin^,  and  New  Zealand  will 
be  one-ninth  or  one-tenth  in  power  in  a  federa- 
tion of  that  sort.  Why  sink  itself  into,  insig- 
nificance of  that  kind  ?  What  advantage  pos- 
sibly can  be  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  to  compensate  for  an  evil  of  that  sort  ? 
Let-  me  put  another  point  to  you.  You  will 
find  hereafter  great  difficulties  taking  place  in 
Anstrali^.,  as  in  the  United  States— now  put  an 
end  to,  after  great  distress  being  brought  upon 
the  American  people.  You  will  find  that  im- 
mense concessions  in  land  will  be  given  for  the 
eonstruction  of  railways.  The  people  will  be 
robbed  of  their  patrimony  in  that  manner,  and 
you  will  find  tnat  example  brought  to  New 
Zealand,  and  a  number  of  persons  benefiting, 
in  these^  great  disastrous  transactions  in  Aus- 
tralia, robbing  the  people  of  New  Zealand  of 
vast  tracts  of  land  here,  handing  over  millions 
of  acres,  perhaps,  to  companies,  who  will  make 
the  people  of  New  Zealajid  their  tenantry,  by 
taking  away  from  them  that  land  of  which 
they  ought  to  be  the  lords  and  owners  them- 
selves. There  is  no  doubt  that  these  bad  ex- 
amples will  be  introduced  and  followed  here — 
indeed,  this  has  already  been  done — ^and  the 
people  will  lose  all  independence  of  spirit,  and 
all  chance  of  maintaining  the  rights  in  this 
country  which  at  the  present  moment  they 
possess.  Is  it  right  or  just  that  a  growing 
population  of  the  kind  we  have  here  should 
be  governed  in  many  important  respects  by 
a  Federal  Council  at  a  great  distance  from 
them?  And  does  any  one  believe  that  there 
will  be  any  limit  to  the  powers  of  a  Federal 
Council,  once  you  establish  it?  What  de- 
stroyed the  provinces?  Was  it  this  General 
Assembly  ?  What  deprived  the  people  of  New 
Zealand  of  the  great  powers  of  self-govern- 
ment they  had  ?  Was  it  this  General  Assem- 
blv-:-this  great  Council  ?  And  what  body  will 
take  from  New  ZeaJajid  the  privileges  which 
she  now  enjoys,  if  you  establish  a  great  Federal 
Council  in  Australia?  What  body,  "step  by 
step,  will  usurp  power  after  power  that  we 
possess?  Can  any  one  believe  that  a  great 
and  powerful  federal  Legislature  will  ever  cease 
to  attempt  to  gain  all  our  present  advan- 
tages, and  to  rob  every  one  of  the  distant 
regions  under  its  sway  of  the  powers  of  self- 
government  wliich  they  now  have?  Then,  I 
pat  an  illustration  the  other  night,  which  was 
much  misunderstood,  and  I  will  venture  to  re- 
peat it  fibgain.  I  will  say  this :  Supposing  that 
£x^[land  —  Great  Britain  —  had  been  federated 
vrith  France,  ^pain,  the  Netherlands,  Germany, 
Austria,  Bussia,  and  that  a  Federal  Council  had 
been  established,  issuing  federal  laws  to  which 
Ore&t  Britain  would  have  been  subjected  as 
'well  .as  other  portions  of  that  federation,  does 
«ny.QDe  believe  that  England  would  have  been 
the  joaiion  she  now  is  ?  Would  her  destiny 
^ave  been  the  same?  Would  her  position 
have  been  the  same  ?  Would  the  world  have 
been  such  a  world  as  it  is?  Would  freedom 
^ir  G.  Qrey 


have  prevailed  in  so  many  parts  of  the  world? 
Can  any  one  beUeve  that  tiiose  great  autoczatio 
Governments,  with  a  strong  Federal  Council  of 
tiiat  land,  with  the  power  of  checking  England 
in  every  direction,  would  have  rendered  her 
the  liberal  nation  she  is  at  present,  and  have 
permitted  her  naturally  to  develop  herself,  fres 
from  all  external  restraint  or  pressure  ?  The 
answer  made  to  me  on  that  subject  by  the  Pl^ 
mier  was  this:  **The  honourable  gentleman 
f<5rgets  that  England  did  interfere  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Continent  at  one  time,  that  she  even 
claimed  a  great  portion  of  France,  and  that 
the  monarch  of  England  called  himself  King 
of  France."  All  of  which  was  perfectly  true. 
But  had  it  anything  to  do  with  the  subject? 
Why,  Great  Britain  at  that  time  was  indepen- 
dently pushing  her  way  upon  the  Continent — 
not  governed  by  a  Federal  Coimcil,  not  stopped 
in  what  she  was  doing — acting  unwisely,  it  is 
true — and  her  greatness  began  from  the  mo- 
ment she  ceased  to  indulge  in  foolish  trans- 
actions of  the  kind.  She  was  not  managed  by 
a  Federal  Council,  she  was  an  independent 
nation,  at  the  time  she  did  that ;  but  any- 
body coolly  and  calmly  refieoting  must  know 
that  the  greatness  of  England,  the  nobility 
and  character  of  her  people,  her  power  of 
giving  laws  to  almost  the  whole  world,  of 
making  the  English  language  the  language  of 
the  world,  her  power  of  spreading  her  liteia- 
ture,  arose  from  her  independence  from  all 
external  influence  and  control,  which  gave 
her  literature  and  her  people  an  independent 
character.  This  it  was  which  gave  England  a 
free  Press  when  every  other  nation  was  with- 
out it.  These  were  all  the  circumstances  that 
made  England,  and  really  blessed  the  worid. 
And  we  are  asked  to  depart  from  an  example 
of  that  kind,  and  to  say  that  New  Zealand — ss 
large  as  England,  capable  of  carrying  as  lazge 
a  population,  with  a  better  climate,  more  har- 
bours, greater  advantages  in  many  ways — is  to 
sacrifice  her  individuality  in  order  to  gratify 
the  vanity  of  a  few  statesmen  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand,  who  flatter  one  another  in  their 
correspondence  and  speeches.  Are  we  to  fsU 
down  and  worship  and  foster  a  petty  vanity  of  | 
that  kind?  Are  we  thus  to  sacrifice  the  interests  i 
of  a  youthful  nation — of  the  inhabitants  the  I 
colony  How  contains,  and  the  millions  yet  to 
come?  Are  we  to  do  this  in  order  that  we 
may  have  Ministers  here  and  Ministers  in 
Australia,  fiattering  one  another  and  dictating 
to  us  what  we  shall  do?  Ought  the  Pre- 
mier to  try  and  force  us  here,  at  the  end  af 
the  session,  and  at  the  last  moment,  in  an 
empty  House,  to  ruin  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try, whom  he  ought  to  save  and  not  to  sacrifice 
in  a  matter  of  this  kind  ?  I  wonder  no  shame 
comes  over  the  face  of  the  Premier  when  I 
say  this.  This  is  the  Premier ;  these  are  the 
liberal  leaders,  as  they  call  themselves.  In 
what  way  have  they  shown  their  liberality  in 
New  Zealand  this  session  ?  Is  this  to  give  xu 
freedom:  to  force  us  again — after  only  the 
ca^^ing  vote  of  the  Speaker  saved  them  twios 
the  other  night — by  the  unlawful  stoppage 
of  a  vessel,  by  an  imlawful  interference  with 
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OQOBDXDereei  whioh  it  reaJly  is,  by  makmg  pri- 
aoneis  of  members  of  Parliament,  to  detain 
them  here  to  vote  for  the  Government  when 
they  wish  to  escape  fit>m  such  a  necessity?    Is 
tba>t  tyranny,  or  is  it  freedom,  to  some  of  us  who 
sit  here  captives?    If  snoh  a  measure  as  this 
is  to  be  carried,  to  enslave  the  whole  people,  I 
say  keep  our  fltatesmen  free  from  suon  things. 
Efforts  enough  are  now  made  to  inveigle  them. 
We  have  an  exterior  influence  which  is  always 
exercising  a  power  over   this  House  by.  the 
influence  it  gains  by  the  bestowal  of  knight- 
i         hoods.    And  are  we  to  add,  to  that,  banquets 
at  Melbourne  to  the  great  Mr.  So-and-so,  who 
arrives  from  New  Zealand?    Are  we  to  hate 
I         all  these   temptations  added,  to  enslave  the 
people  here,  who  have  nothing  whatever  to 
I         do  with  Australia  ?    Well,  then,  again,  we  are 
told  we  shall  have  to  maintain  a  great  stand- 
ing Bfmy  if  we  do  not  agree  to  some  sueh  fede- 
ration as  this  ;  and  standing  armies  in  Europe 
were  pointed  out  to  us.    And^when  I  said  that 
we  had  nothing  to  do  with  that — that  the  rea- 
son why  England  had  not  to  keep  up  a  great 
standing  army  was  that  England  was  isolated 
by  the  sea,  and  that  her  sepebration  from  the 
Continent  enabled  her  for  years  to  go  on  with- 
out a  standing  army,  and  subsequently  it  was 
always  a  very  small  one — ^t^en  I  was  told  that 
England  was  obliged  to  keep  a  great  fleet  in 
consequence.    I  replied  that  every  nation  had 
to  keep  a  great  fleet.    The  French  fleet  is  quite 
equal  to  our  own  at  the  present  moment ;  the 
Russian  navy  sometimes  exceeded  our  own  in 
number ;  so  that' the  keeping  of  a  fleet  was  not 
entailed  by  the  isolation  of  Great  Britam,  but 
by  her  commerce  and  the  necessity  of  protect- 
ing that — by  her  vast  dominions  spread  over 
the  world.    And  if  New  Zealand  eurrives  at  such 
a  stage  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  her.  to  keep 
a  fleet — ^not  for  purposes  of  war,  but  to  protect 
her  traders,  to  prevent  piracy,  and  to  keep  the 
ocean  free  for  the  entire  commerce  of  the  world 
— ^I  say  it  will  be  a  blessed  day  when  such  a 
time  comes,  and  that  is  a  duty  we  ought  cheer- 
.  fully  to  undertake.  And  we  shall  have  no  larger 
fleet  to  keep  if  we  are  not  under  a  Federal 
Council  than  we   should    have   to    maintain 
if  we  were ;    and  we  shall    have    this  addi- 
tional advantage :   that  the  fleet  will  be  our 
own,  that  the  size  and  cost  of  that  fleet  will 
be  a  matter  for  ourselves  to  determine,  that  we 
•shall  be  governed  by  laws  of  'our  own  mak- 
ing, that  our  sailors  will  not  be  flogged  un- 
mercifully if  we  do  not  choose  it.     The  fleet 
vrill  be  all  our  own.    It  will  be  something  for 
us  to  prize,  to  be  proud  of,  and  not  a  fleet 
forced  upoh  us  by  the  demands  of- a  distant 
^'ederal  Council.    We  shall  not  be  required  to 
equip  as  many  vessels  and  pay  as  4nany  sea- 
men as  a  Federal  Council  may  direct,  but  our 
fleet  wiU  be  our.  own,  and  will  be  subject  to 
OTir  own  laws.    It  is  infinitely  better  to  imi- 
tate the  independent  greatness  of  England  in 
her  relations  to  a  great  continent  lying  near 
her,  so  far  nearer  to  her  than  Australia  does  to 
lis,  than  to  forget  the  example  she  has  given, 
and  allow  ourselves  to  become,  in  truth,  sub- 
servient to  the  great  Continent  of  Australia,  as 


we  must  be  by  this  federation.    Will  all  these 
things  make  no  impression  on  men's  minds? 
Will  they,  as  we  sit  to-day,  small  in  number — 
without  due  time^or  deliberation,  without  the 
country  believing  that  this  measure  was  to  Ife 
brought  forward,  without  its  having  had  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  its  wish  upon  the 
subject — will  they  force  on  resolutions  of  thb 
kind,  as  they  have  the  flrst,  and  shall  we  say 
that,  upon  the  whole,  we  approve  of   these 
things?    Look  further,  and  see  what  this  re- 
solution means.    Why,  last  session  we  passed 
an  Act  in  which  we  tried  to  set  an  example  to 
the  whole  world.    And  we  said  this :  that  no 
one  of  these  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  how- 
ever small,  should  be  annexed  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  inhabitants  having  been  previous^ 
obtained,  without  their  being  anxious  for  such 
annexation.    There  was  an  example  of  justifid, 
there  was  an  example  of  righteous  dealing, 
that  we  hoped  all  nations  would  follow.    And 
what  does  the  Premier  come  down  8knd  make 
us  do  ?    Pass  a  resolution  to  this  eflect :  that 
every  one  of  those  islands  shall  be  taken  posset 
sion  of,  whether  they  desire  it  or  not.    That  is 
the  proposal.    Can  anything  more  unmerciful 
be  conceived?    What  was  the  annexation  of 
Poland  to  'that?     Why  are  these  people  to 
be  prevented  from  joining  (Germany,  if  they 
please?    Why  are  tiiey  to  be  prevented  frofia 
becoming  subjects  of  any  other  nation,  if  they 
desire  it?    Why  come  forward  as  tyrants  ana 
say  they  shall,  whether  they  like  it  or  not, 
come  under  the  dominion  of  Australasia  ?    Let 
us  win  them  over  to  us.     Let  us  gain  their 
consent  by  fair  means,  by  deferring  to  their 
own  wishes.    But  let  us  not  degrade  ourselves 
as  we  have  done  to-day  by  passing  a  resolu- 
.tion  to  the  eflect  that  we  approve  of  taking 
them  whether  they  like   it  or  not.      I    say 
such  a  thing  ought  not  to  be  dreamt  of,  and 
ought  not  to  be  done.    Further,  I  would  put 
this :  How  can  you  hope  to  nourish  a  spirit 
of  independence  in  New  Zealand  if  you  let 
all  her  iiUiabitants  know  that  henceforth  there 
is  a  probability — almost  a  certainty,  if  we 
pass  these  resolutions — they  must  prepare  to 
be  broken  oS  from  the  British  Empire?    No 
one  can  doubt  that  the  tendency  of  the  federa- 
tion as  proposed  niust  be  to  bring  that  about. 
I  was  very  much  pleased  to  hear  the  Colonial 
Treasurer,  in  most  unqualified  terms,  admit 
that  such  was  the  case.     He  distinctly  ad- 
mitted that.    He  believed  undoubtedly  that  it 
would  come  to  this :  that  it  would  be  the  first 
step  to  our  separation  from  the  British  Empire. 
I  am  satisfied  of  that  myself.     I  believe  it; 
and,  then,  why  should  we  say  to  the  people, 
*  *  Prepare  for  that "  ?    And  recollect  that,  when 
it  takes  place,  you  will  be  federated  to  that 
great  continent  which  lies  near  you.    It  would 
be  a  great  consolation  to  the  Premier  to  become 
a  part  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  earth's  sur- 
face, by  being  joined  to  a  nation  of  that  kind  ; 
but  I  say  it  will  be  no  consolation  to  the  people 
of  New  Zealand  to  be  joined  to  that  Austral- 
asian nation,  but  a  source  of  sorrow.    To  teach 
them  to  look  to  that  is  to  teach  them  to  look 
to  something  that  is  mean  and  unworthy  o£ 
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oar  future ;  it  is  to  tell  them  their  statesmen 
shall  not  have  the  patriotism  which  they  would 
have  if  they  belonged  to  a  distinct  individu- 
ality. Federate  the  New  Zealanders,  if  you 
please,  with  as  many  other  Anglo-Sazon-spejEhk- 
ing  nations  as  you  like  to  bring  under  one 
Anglo-Saxon  federation:  then,  indeed,  their 
Council  would  be  a  Federal  Council  in  truth, 
and  its  duties  would  be  directed  to  the  welfare 
of  the  whole  human  race:  then,  indeed,  we 
ahould  have  ourselves  federated  to  the  whole 
English-speaking  nations  of  the  world,  and  we 
should  achieve  such  a  result  as  the  world 
has  never  yet  seen.  But  the  proposition  now 
before  us  is  one  to  separate  us  from  being 
able  to  carry  out  anythmg  of  that  kind  for  a 
Tery  long  period  of  time;  because  it  will  be 
left  to  the  whole  of  that  Australian  commu- 
nity to  determine  how  our  destiny  shall  be 
fulfilled,  we  being  but  a  small  body  amongst 
them.  It  is  upon  this  consideration  that  I 
have  moved  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  in 
the  hope  that  the  Gk)vemment  will  consent  to 
postpone  this  question  till  next  session.  Let 
us  all  go  to  our  constituents  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  and  discuss  this  question  with  the 
whole  population  of  New  Zealand ;  and,  if  they 
should  consent  unanimously,  or  b^  a  very  great 
majority,  to  take  either  one  line  or  the  other, 
whatever  they  may  determine  of  course  their 
will  must  be  carried  out.  But  I  believe,  if  they 
had  had  time  to  consider  this  question,  from 
one  end  of  the  colony  to  the  other  deep  indig- 
nation at  the  present  proposal  would  arise, 
and  the  people  would  protest  against  any  such 
federation  as  is  now  proposed.  Sir,  I  say  that 
to  force  these  resolutions  on  the  House  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  when  so  many  mem- 
bers have  gone  away,  and  when  the  country 
has  so  little  knowledge  of  what  is  being  done, 
is  an  act  traitorous  to  New  Zealand,  unbecom- 
ing to  this  House,  and  unworthy  of  any  Go- 
vemment  sitting  on  those  benches. 

Sir  J.  VOGEL.— Sir,  it  is  with  a  great  deal 
of  hesitation  that  I  venture  to  express  my 
opinion,  as  against  that  of  the  honourable 
member  for  Auckland  East,  upon  a  matter  of 
taste.  I  acknowledge  that  the  honourable 
gentleman  has  filled  much  more  distinguished 
positions  than  I  have,  and  that  he  has  a  more 
extended  knowledge  of  the  world  than  I  can 
pretend  to.  Therefore  it  is  with  great  defer- 
ence that  I  express  an  opinion  on  a  question 
of  tsiste  as  against  him.  But  still  I  am  so 
strongly  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  it 
is  a  want  of  taste  and  unbecoming  that  one 
lionourable  gentleman  should  so  frequently 
refer  to  the  private  affairs  of  other  honourable 
members  that,  in  asking  permission  from  the 
House  to  make  such  reference  myself,  I  must 
apologize  for  making  the  request.  The  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  East  has  dragged  in, 
on  several  occasions,  the  statement  that  I  am 
largely  interested  in  property  in  Australia.  I 
have  hitherto  taken  very  little  notice  of  those 
statements,  because  I  conceive  it  is  of  very 
little  interest  to  honourable  members  whether 
I  am  so  interested  or  not ;  but  on  this  occasion 
athe  honourable  gentieman  has  thought  fit  to 
Sir  G,  Orep 


use  ^e  argument  that  my  large  interest-  in 
Australia  has  infiuenced  my  opinions  with, 
regard  to  this  proposed  federation.  Now,  if 
an  honourable  gentleman  is  to  refer  to  tha 
private  affairs  of  another  honourable  gentle- 
man, he  should  at  least  do  so  with  accuracy. 
The  honouraJble  gentleman  accuses  —  it  is 
hardly  the  proper  word — me  of  being  inter- 
ested to  the  extent  of  some  millions  of  acres 
of  land  in  Australia.  Having  made  an  apology 
to  the  House  for  referring  to  the  question^ 
I  now  beg  to  say  that  I  have  an  interest  in. 
leases  of  about  200,000  acres  of  pastoral  land  in 
a  gemote  part  of  Australia,  and  1,000  shares  in 
a  company  in  which  there  are  120,000  shares ; 
and  that  the  whole  of  my  interest  there 
amounts  to  some  £4,000.  In  those  days  when 
the  honourable  gentleman  was  one  of  the  most, 
heroic  explorers  of  that  continent,  he  passed 
over  or  in  the  vicinity  of  this  land.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  me  to  find  he  thinks  it  of  so  much 
value,  and  I  onhr  hope  his  anticipations  wiU  be 
realized.  But  I  cannot  suppose  that  honour- 
able members  will  for  one  moment  consider 
that  I  should  look  upon  a  great  public  qaea- 
tion  from  the  point  of  view  of  what  might  be- 
the  effect  upon  sheep  or  the  supply  of  water  in 
a  remote  piurt  of  Australia  by  a  Federal  Ooun- 
cU  sitting  in  Tasmania.  Tlubt  it  will  not  bring, 
water  to  the  land  or  wool  to  the  sheep's  backs 
I  think  we  may  consider  a  matter  of  certain^. 
Therefore,  again  apologizing  to  the  House  for 
referring  to  this  personal  matter,  I  pass  on  to 
another  part  of  the  question,  and  that  is  that 
it  is  very  extraordinary  and  very  ungenerous- 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  make  such  a 
speech  as  he  has  done  to-day,  in  which  he  has 
utterly  misrepresented  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Every  word  of  the  honourable- 
gentleman's  speech  is  directed  to  the  state- 
ment that  the  Government  wishes  to  see  a 
federal  union  formed  between  New  Zealand 
and  the  Australian  Colonies;  whilst  the  very 
nature  of  the  resolutions  shows  we  recognise 
the  danger  of  entering  into  a  federal  agree- 
ment, and  we  have  therefore  put  such  a  limit 
on  the  resolutions  that  they  cannot  be  amen- 
able to  the  criticism  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. If  the  honourable  gentieman  had  done 
me  the  honour  of  listening  to  the  remarks  I 
made  the  other  evening  he  would  have  seen 
that  such  was  the  case.  And  yet  I  cannot 
help  chinkiiig  that  it  sometimes  hapi>ens 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  feels  Ahther 
annoyed  than  otherwise  when  honourable 
members  agree  with  him.  If  the  honourable 
gentleman  nad  listened  to  me  then,  he  would 
have  recognized  that  I  expressed  opinions  very 
much  in  the  same  line  as  himself,  and  that  I 
was  of  opinion  that  a  federal  imion  with  Aus- 
traUa  would  stand  very  much  in  the  way  of  a 
general  federation  with  tl^e  English  nation, 
which  I  look  upon  as  the  noblest  aim  we* 
could  strive  to  accomplish,  and  one  to  which 
we  should  direat  all  our  efforts.  I  pointed 
out  that  the  honourable  gentieman's  resolu- 
tion might  be  taken  to  mean  federation  with 
-America;  but  he  assures  us  that  such  is  not 
his  intention.    Therefore,  so- far  fxx>m  my  ideas- 
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[  lieing  widely  different  from  his,  it  appears  that 
we  both  fear  that  a  federation  with  Australia 
would  stand  in  the  way  of  that  larger  federa- 
tion whioh  we  desire  to  see — thett  is,  a  com- 

'  fiete  federation  between  the  English  nation 
and  the  colonies  generally.  Why  we  voted 
Against  the  honourable'  gentleman's  resolution 

I  the  other  evening  was,  that  it  was  not  relevant 
to  the  particular  question  to  which  he  made  it 
an  amendment.  If  it  had  had  reference  to  a 
resolution  affirming  the  desirability  of  a  federa- 
tion of  the  British  dominions  I  should  have 
considered  it  one  in  which  I  could  heartily 
join.  We  are  this  morning  simply  considering 
whether  we  shall  contribute  our  share  towards 
the  cost  of  the  Imperial  Government  establish- 
ing its  rule  over  New  Guinea,  and  it  would  be 
an  intolerable  thing  if  we  were  not  to  deter- 
mine that  question  one  way  or  the  other.  We 
have  given  ourselves  -all  the  airs  of  intending 
to  do  so,  and  our  Agent-Geneval  is  acting  at 
Home  on  the  assumption.  The  House  last 
session  passed  a  resolution  that,  if  the  cost 
was  not  beyond  the  means  of  the  colony,  it 
should  be  done ;  and,  although  the  House  is 
not  .bound  to  affirm  that  resolution,  it  is  bound 
at  any  rate  to  say  "  Yes "  or  "  No "  to  it. 
Again,  as  to  the  resolution  with  regard  to  the 
annexation  of  further  islands  of  the  Pacific, 
that  ia  but  a  repetition  of  an  opinion  which 
the  House  has  already  expressed.  As  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Federal  Council,  we  have  so 
altered  the  resolution  that,  instead  of  leading 
up  to  federation,  it  becomes  much  more  a  con- 
vention by  which  the  cdlonies  can  consult  to- 
gether on  matters  of  common  interest.  I  look 
upon  that  as  a  very  different  thing  from  federa- 
tion. Therefore,  Sir,  the  questions  before  the 
House  are — that  first  point  to  which  I  have 
referred,  and  on  which  we  are  boimd  to  express 
an  opinion ;  and  then  there  is  the  other  point, 
of  whether  the  House  approves  of  a  modified 
form  of  Federal  Council.  We  ask  upon  that 
point,  as  upon  the  other,  that  the  House  should 
give  some  direction.  At  present  the  Agent- 
General  is  acting  with  uncertainty  as  to  the 
course  the  House  will  take,  and  the  other 
Australasian  Colonies  wish  to  know  what  we 
intend  to  do.  It  is  incumbent  on  the  House 
to  say  "  Yes  "  or  "  No,"  or  that  it  will  adjourn 
the  consideration  of  the  question;  and  all  we 
ask  is  that  the  House  will  give  us  some  expres- 
sion of  opinion. 

Mr.  FISHER. — I  have  opposed  these  resolu- 
tions consistently  and  persistently,  despite  the 
Tepeated  taunts  of  the  Premier,  who,  on  Satur- 
day evening,  said  that  we  had  not  the  courage 
of  our  opinions ;  and  all  I  desire  now  to  say  is 
this :  that,  if  the  Government  find  themselves 
in  an  awkward  position,  or  the  interests  or  the 
honour  of  the  colony  are  in  any  way  likely  to 
be  imperilled  by  the  rejection  of  the  resolu- 
tions, they  have  themselves  to  blame  for  having 
kept  them  floating  about  as  flotsam  and  jetsam 
on  the  sea  of  Parliament  for  the  past  three 
weeks.  Why,  I  ask,  should  this  federation 
question  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  such  ur- 
gency? Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Parliament 
itself  is  very  niuch  divided  upon  the  subject  ? 


On  Saturday  evening  two  exceedingly  able  ano[ 
interesting  speeches  were  delivered  in  favour  of 
the  resolutions,  and  we  likewise  had  the  plea- 
sure of  listening  to  two  equally  able  speeches 
against  them ;  and,  when  there  exists  amongst 
the  leaders  of  this  House  such  a  diversity  of 
opinion,  how  can  it  be  stlpposed  that  we  who 
do  not  pretend  to  be  leaders  can  as  yet  have 
formed  any  definite  opinion  upon  such  an  im- 
portant question  ?  Then,  again,  the  people  of 
the  colony  have  not  as  yet  expressed  any 
opinion  upon  it.  Wherever  the  subject  was 
mentioned  to  the  constituencies  it  was  received 
with  marked  inattention,  which  is  clear  proof 
that  it  is  not,  to  them,  a  matter  of  absorb- 
ing  interest.  Why,  Sir,  what  is  federation? 
If  I  were  to  say  that  it  is  a  great  piece  of  hum- 
bug I  should  be  laughed  at  by  the  brilliant 
intellects  which  adorn  the  Ministerial  benches, 
and  by  those  other  brilliant  gentlemen  who 
compose  the  Opposition  front.  I  should  be 
told  either  that  my  mind  was  too  much  con- 
tracted by  localism,  or  that  it  was  not  yet  suf- 
ficiently^ expanded  to  enable  me  to  taJ:e  a 
liberal,  intelligent,  and  comprehensive  view  of 
the  subject.  But,  when  I  mention  that  th&t 
opinion  h^bs  already  been  expressed  by  Sir 
Julius  Vogel,  it  will  perhaps  be  'received  with 
some  little  respect.  I  do  not  speak  without 
the  card.  I  have  before  me  the  report  of  a 
speech  delivered  by  the  honourable  gentleman 
two  years  ago  at  CoUingwood,  near  Mel- 
bourne, in  which,  after  touching  upon  the 
questions  of  electricity,  railways,  and  so  forth, 
he  declared  federation  to  be  <*  the  greatest 
piece  of  humbug  out."  But  I  am  bound,  in 
justice  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  say 
that  his  inconsistency  upon  this  question  is 
more  apparent  than  real,  for,  after  ail,  his 
admirable  speech  of  Saturday  evening  told 
more  against  the  resolutions  than  for  them.  I 
do  not  intend  in  any  way  to  deal  with  the 
elaborate  and  eloquent  speech  of  the  Premier, 
which  seemed  to  me  to  coiitain  a  great  deal 
that  was  not  practical  mixed  up  with  very 
little  of  the  possible.  He  touched,  for  in- 
stance, upon  the  well-worn  subject  of  a  per- 
petual pesbce — of  a  time  when  there  shall  be  no 
more  war  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Sir,  that 
is  a  poet's  dream.  It  is  a  yearning  after  the 
impossible.  I,  too,  sigh  for  the  coming  of  a 
time — 

....    when  all  men's  good 

Shall  be  each  man's  rnle : 

And  universal  peace  shall  lie  like  a  shaft 
of  light 

Across  the  land. 
But  can  such  a  time  ever  come  ?  If  you  could 
obliterate  the  Muscovite  and  the  Moslem,  the 
Saxon  and  the  Gaul,  I  could  believe  in  its 
near  possibility ;  but,  so  long  as  there  are  racial 
bitternesses  and  animosities — ^and  they  will  ex- 
ist, I  fear,  as  long  as  the  nations  endure — a 
universal  and  permanent  peace  is  impossible. 
I  think  it  would  be  much  better  to  allow  these 
resolutions  to  stand'  over  until  next  session. 
Certainly  this  House,  circumstanced  as  it  is  at 
the  preaent  moment,  is  not  in  a  position  to  dis- 
cuss them ;  and,  if  they  do  not  receive  the  con- 
sideration which  the  Government  think  they 
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aliould  reoeive,  the  Govenunenii  have  them- 
selves to  blame  fof  not  having  brought  them 
down  at  an  earlier  period  of  this  session.  I 
shall  not  say  any  more  upon  the  sabject  now. 
Indeed,  I  should  not  have  spoken  at  all  had  it 
not  been  for  the  action  of  the  Qovemment, 
first,  in  not  bringing  down  these  resolutions 
ipitil  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  then  in 
twitting  members  with  not  having  the  coorage 
of  their  opinions  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  STOUT. — I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  speech  made  by  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Auckland  East,  and  on  the  able  and 
eloquent  speech  which  we  have  just  heard  de- 
livered by  the  honourable  member  for  Welling- 
ton South.  There  is  one  point  in  this  debate 
that  has  been  entirely  omitted  by  Hhe  honour- 
able member  for  Auckland  East,  and  I  can  only 
assume  that  he  has  forgotten  it.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  he  would  have  made  the  speech  he 
has  made  to-day  if  he  had  read  his  speech  of  last 
year,  or  the  report  which  he,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Pacific  Islands  Annexation  Committee,  brought 
up  to  this  House.  What  is  this  first  resolu- 
tion we  are  asking  the  House  to  carry  ?  It  is 
almost  word  for  word  with  the  resolution  which 
he,  as  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  lyrought  up 
last  year  and  advocated  in  this  House. 
Sir  G.  GREY.— Look  at  the  BUI. 
Mr.  STOUT.  —  I  am  going  to  look  at  the 
zeport.  I  am  speaking  of  the  speech  the 
honourable  member  made  last  year,  and  the 
zeport  which  he,  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, brought  up  to  the  House.  This  is  the 
zeport  :— 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
consideration  of  the  question  of  the  Pacific 
Islands  annexation  have  the  honour  to  recom- 
mend the  House  to  approve  of  the  steps  taken 
up  to  this  time  by  the  Government,  in  conjmic- 
tion  with  other  of  the  Australian  Colonies,  to 
promote  the  establishment  of  British  n4e  in 
certain  islands  in  the  Pacific,  and  consider  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  British  Government,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  take  steps  for  the 
establishment  of  its  rule  oyer  all  islands  in  the 
Pacific  which  are  not  already  occupied  by  or 
under  the  protectorate  of  a  foreign  Power;  and 
that,  on  annexation  of  any  island  taking  place, 
oare  should  be  taken  that  provision  be  made 
for  preserving  the  individual  rights  of  the 
inhabitants ;  also  that,  in  the  event  of  the 
British  Government  msbking  it  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  establishing  its  authority  over  any 
islands  in  the  Pacific,  it  is  hereby  recommended 
that  New  Zealand,  jointly  with  the  Colonies  of 
Australia,  should  contribute  its  fair  proportion 
of  necessary  expense,  calculated  on  the  basis  of 
European  populations  of  the  British  colonies 
now  comprised  in  Australasia:  provided  that 
the  amount  of  such  proportionate  expenditure, 
when  ascertained,  does  not  exceed  the  means 
at  the  disposal  of  New  Zealand." 

The  resolutions  we  propose,  and  which  we  are 
now  told  are  to  degrade  New  Zealand,  are  al- 
most word  for  word  with  the  report  the  honour- 
able member  brought  up  last  year.  How  can  we 
explain  such  conduct  as  this?  He  makes  all 
sorts  of  insinuations  against  myself  and  the 
Mr.  Fisher 


other  members  of  the  Ministry.  I  ask  him  to 
re€Ml  his  last  year's  speech  and  the  report  he 
brought  up  for  the  consideration  of  the  House* 
How  can  he  explain  his  inconsistent  con- 
duct?  Why  has  he  taken  up  this  positioii? 
Is  this  the  reason :  that,  if  any  person  proposes 
anything  that  he  does  not  propose,  he  will  not 
support  it  ?  Sir,  it  looks  very  Uke  that.  What 
did  he  say  on  the  subject  of  federation  last 
year  ?  Why,  he  spoke  in  the  wannest  terms — 
of  what?  Of  the  federation  of  the  Emnire? 
No ;  he  wished  to  see  an  Anglo-Saxon  federa* 
tion  in  the  Pacific.  He  was  in  favour  of  what 
the  Government  are  now  advocating.  Let  us 
turn  to  his  own  speech,  and  we  shall  find  th& 
following  sentences : — 

"I  cannot  bring  myself  to  try  to  damp  at 
once  a  great  sympathy  of  this  kind,  which 
has  arisen  between  the  different  colonies.  It 
will  awaken  emulation  between  them;  it  will 
awaken  in  the  minds  of  many  of  their  people 
the  desire  of  advancing  in  the  course  upon 
which  they  have  entered — ^that  is,  a  course  oi 
uniting  together  for  great  objects  and  to  attain 
great  ends — and  I  believe  it  may  be  the  means 
of  leading  to  a  federation  amongst  them,  wl^ch 
otherwise  might  not  take  place  for  a  century." 

Has  the  honourable  member  forgotten  that  ? 
Then  he  goes  on  to  say, — 

"  Therefore  I  cannot  bring  myself  to  look 
quite  coolly  at  the  thing,  and  to  say  that  New 
Zealand  will  bear  no  pairt  in  at  least  showing 
its  sympathy  with  so  great  a  movement  as  this, 
and  in  evincing  a  readiness  to  assist  in  any 
great  movement  which  the  whole  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  in  the  Pacific  determine  to  entez 
upon  at  one  time.'* 

I  am  amazed  at  the  honourable  member. 
Can  it  be  that,  because  he  himself  had  not 
the  carrying  -  out  of  this  federation  scheme, 
therefore  it  must  be  opposed  ?  Surely  a  states- 
man should  have  some  higher  motive  than 
that.  The  question  of  federation  has  been 
promoted  by  the  honourable  member  for  £g- 
mon't,  and  by  an  honourable  member  of  the 
Legislative  Council — Sir  Frederick  Whitaker— 
and  I  think  it  cannot  be  the  duty  of  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament,  or  any  Minister,  simply  to 
oppose  any  scheme  because  he  does  not  nukke 
the  proposal  himself.  I  apprehend  it  is  not 
the  function  of  any  man  who  calls  himself  a 
politician,  and  far  less  of  a  statesman,  to  get 
up  in  his  place  and  make  a  speech  in  favour  of 
any  proposal,  and  in  another  session  oppose  it 
simply  because  he  did  not  himself  bring  it 
forward.  I  venture  to  say  that  it  is  his  du^ 
to  carry  out  such  a  proposal  if  he  believes  it  is 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  whether  it  comes 
from  his  enemies  or  his  Mends.  Now  one 
word  with  regard  to  the  speech  of  the  honour- 
able member  for  Wellington  South.  I  am 
pleased  with  his  speech  ;  but  he  will  allow  me 
to  say  this :  He  also  longed  for  the  time  when 
there  shall  be  no  war.  But  I  do  not  beUeve  in 
people  longing  for  a  thing  and  not  doing  some- 
thing to  forward  it.  It  is  our  duty  to  toy  to 
lay  down  the  lines  in  such  a  we^r  as  to  show 
that  we,  at  all  events,  do  not  believe  in  war, 
and  are  determined  not  to-  have  war  if  we 
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rdo  anything  to  prevent  it.  We  cannot 
that  by  shutting  ourselves  up  in  a  state 
of  isolation  from  the  rest  of  the  Australian 
Colonies,  or  by  neglecting  our  duty  to  the 
various  Pacific  Islands.  We  can  best  prevent 
war  by  showing  amity — by  showing  sympathy 
— ^towards  them,  and  a  desire  to  work  for  them 
and  with  them  in  anything  that  is  for  the 
public  good.  That  is  why  I  feel  so  strongly  on 
this  question.  I  desire  t6  see  the  best  feelings 
cultivated  between  the  different  colonies,  and 
I  believe  that  we  can  set  an  example  in  that 
respect.  Although  we  cannot  say  that  in  our 
time,  or  in  that  of  our  children,  or  our  child- 
ren's children,  war  will  cease  to  be,  we  can 
have  this  consolation :  that  we  have  done  what 
we  could  to  lay  the  lines  of  peace  for  the  great 
nations  that  will  hereafter  arise  in  the  Pacific. 

Mr.  SUTTER.— I  believe  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  the  federation  spoken  of  must 
comd  about.  This  colony  cannot  remain^  in  a 
state  of  isolation.  Although  we  may  postpone 
the  question  for  a  few  years,  more  wiU  be 
thought  of  it.  The  speeches  made  during  this 
debate  wil>  lead  the  people  of  New  ZealMid  to 
discuss  the  matter  fairly  and  fully,  and  there 
win  be  a  great  agitation  throughout  th^  country 
upon  it.  It  will  be  one  of  the  main  questions 
at  the  hustings,  and  members  will  have  to 
pledge  themselves  to  support  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  wish  to  ask  a  question  of  the 
Government,  in  order  that  the  House  may 
fairly  understand  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter.  The  Government  have 
asked  the  House  to  express  an  opinion;  but 
fabve  they  any  opinion  of  their  own?  I  under- 
stood the  Premier,  in  the  course  of  the  eloquent 
remarks  he  made  just  now,  to  state  in  the 
strongest  terms  that  the  Government  were 
anxious  to  bring  about 

Mr.  SPEAKER.— The  honourable  member  is 
not  entitled  to  make  a  speech,  having  seconded 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  MOSS.— Well,  I  simply  ask  the  ques- 
tion. Am  I  correct  in  understanding  that  the 
Government  are  anxious  to  bring  about  this 
feddtation  ? 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  have  akeady  stated  that  I 
would  not  object  to  the  amendment  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Oamaru  being  carried ; 
'but  I  suggest  that  the  word  *< Australasian" 
should  be  mserted  before  the  word  "  Colonies." 
That  would  make  the  amendment  more  clear. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.— I  cannot  but  express  the 
great  gratification  I  feel  that  the  House  has 
now  ^taken  the  necessarv  steps  to  have  this 
question  fully  discussed  before  the  electorates 
m.  New  Zealand.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in 
future  a  very  different  result  will'  take  place  in 
the  House  when  the  question  comes  up  again. 
I  may  state  that  I  shall  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity next  session  of  giving  notice  that  it  is 
expedient  that  this  House  should  take  every 
available  step  to  insure  the  permanent  federa- 
tion of  the  Empire.  I  am  quite  convinced, 
from  what  I  have  seen  in  the  Old  Country — the 
views  of  public  men  and  public  journals  there 
— ^in  the  Canadian  Dominion,  and  various  other 
oolonies,  that  some  such  idea  is  gradually  grow- 


ing up  in  the  minds  of  the  English-speakiaf 
race.  I  shall  just  quote  a  resolution  unani- 
mously passed  at  a  very  important  Conference 
held  on  the  question  of  Imperial  federation: 
"  That,  in  order  to  secure  the  permanent  unity 
of  the  Empire,  some  form  of  federation  is 
essential."  That  was  passed  at  a  very  impor- 
tant Conference  held  at  the  Westminster 
Palace  Hotel  on  the  29th  July  last.  Thero 
were  many  leading  men  of  the  British  Empire 
there — Sir  Samuel  Wilson,  as  representing  Aus- 
tralia ;  Mr.  Gisbome,  as  representing  New  Zea- 
land ;  Lord  Rosebery,  Mr.  Forster — who  took  m- 
very  important  part  in  the  debate — ^Lord  Bury, 
Mr.  Stanulph,  the  Marquis  of  Normanby— 
who  warmly  advocated  federation — and  many 
others.  I  have  been  glad  to  hear  the  speeches* 
delivered  by  ^e  Premier,  the  Colonial  Trea- 
surer, and  the  honourable  member  for  Egmont* 
I  think  it  a  very  favourable  sign  *that  thift 
House  and  the  country  will  take  its  proper 
position  eventually  in  the  councils  of  the 
Empire.  But  I  must  say  I  was  grievously 
disappointed  in  hearing  tfie  speech  of  the 
honourable  member  for  Auckland  East.  It 
seems  to  me  that  he  took  exactly  the  course  he 
should  not  have  taken.  He  especially,  who 
talks  so  much  about  the  future  interests 
of  the  inhabitants  of  New  ZeeJand,  should  be 
one  to  preserve  their  interests  by  preventing 
the  influx  of  criminals  into  these  seas.  The 
consideration  of  that  question  of  the  prevention 
of  the  influx  of  criminals  would  be  one  of  the 
main  objects  of  the  proposed  legalized  Con- 
vention— for  really  it  is  that,  and  not  a  federa- 
tion of  the  Australasian  Colonies. 

An  Hon.  Member. — We  do  not  want  an  Act 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  to  attain  that. 

Mr.  BEETHAM.^I  think  we  do.  I  will  not 
keep  the  House  longer,  as  I  know  honourable 
members  are  anxious  to  get  away,  and  I  shall 
make  the  speech  I  intended  to  ihake  on  thid 
subject  when  I  move  my  resolution  next 
session. 

Mr.  FISHER.  —  I  wish  to  say  one  or  two 
words  in  explanation,  in  order  to  put  myself 
right.  The  first  and,  as  I  think,  the  most 
objectionable  resolution  having  been  passed,  t 
I  shall  have  no  objection  whatever  to  vote  for 
the  first  four  subsections. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  Hon.  the  Premier  quoted  a 
report  by  me,  but  he  forgot  to  state  that,  with 
the  report,  was  a  Bill  so  drafted  that  no  annexa- 
tion of  any  islands  could  take  place  xmless  the 
consent  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  obtained. 
That  report  must  necessarily  be  read  with  the^ 
Bill  which  was  sent  up  with  it.  I  wish  simply 
to  point  out  that  my  objection  to  this  proposal 
is  that  it  will  take  all  these  islands  without  any 
negotiation  or  treaty  vnth  the  people.  I  wanted 
to  make  just  another  explanation.  It  is  that,  if 
any  one  will  read  my  speech,  he  will  see  it  ia 
confined  to  sympathy,  and  such  dealings  with 
the  people  as  do  not  involve  federation  of  the 
kind  now  proposed. 

Motion  for  adjournment  negatived. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved,  That  this  House  approver 
of  the  steps  taken  by  the  British  Gk>vemment. 
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for  the  establishment  of  its  rule  over  New 
'Gninea,  and  hopes  that  like  measures  will  be 
taken  for  a  protectorate  over  the  islands  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean  not  under  the  dominion  of  any 
.'Stable  Government. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
•  Mr.  STOUT  moved/Thai;  this  House  desires 
respectfully  to  protest  against  the  transporta- 
tion of  criminals  to  the  French  possessions  in 
tiie  Pacific. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STOUT  moved,  That  this  House  re- 
quests the  British  Government  to  make  such 
lepresentations  to  the  European  Powers  as  will 
prevent  the  maintenance  of  penal  establish- 
ments in  any  of  the  Pacific  Islands. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STOUT.  — Seeing  the  feeling  of  the 
House  as  expressed  by  the  division,  I  think  it 
•only  proper  to  say  that  the  Government  accept 
the  amendment  of  the  honourable  member 
for  Oamaru,  instead  of  moving  the  remaining 
<3lause8. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— Then  I  beg  to  move, 
That,  seeing  the  attitude  taken  by  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  New  South  Wales  respect- 
ing the  Federal  Council  Bill,  this  House  is  of 
•opinion  that  further  negotiations  should  take 
place  between  the  Australasian  Colonies  before 
the  Federal  Bill  is  enacted ;  and  that  further 
consideration  of  the  question  be  postponed 
until  next  session  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  DUNCAN.— Would  it  not  be  better  if 
>the  first  portion  of  the  resolution  were  left 
out  ?  I  should  prefer  it  in  the  other  fonn.  I 
think  we  should  not  be  dictated  to  by  New 
South  Wales  or  any  other  colony. 

Mr.  STOUT.— I  think  it.  better  to  pass  the 
-amendment  in  its  present  shape,  because  I 
think  it  is  our  duty,  seeing  the  pledge  given  by 
*our  representatives  at  the  Convention,  that  we 
should  give  a  reason  for  our  action. 

Mr.  MOSS. — We  had  no  representative. 

Mr.  STOUT.— Well,  our  delegates,  then. 

Mr.  MOSS. — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I,  for  one, 

•must  record  my  vote  against  the  amendment. 

,  The  honourable  gentleman  who  has  moved  it 

has  not  told  us  what  the  Legislature  of  New 

South  Wales  has  done.    I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  STOUT.— "The  previous  question"  was 
•carried  by  one  vote  in  their  Bepresentative 
Ohamber. 

Sir  G.  GREY. — I  propose  to  leave  the  matter 
^as  it  is.  I  think  we  should  not  pass  anything 
new,  like  this  motion  of  the  honourable  mem- 
ber for  Oamaru,  without  notice  being  given  of 
it.  I  cannot  vote  for  it  in  its  present  form.  It 
rtakes  me  altogether  by  surprise.  I  apprehend 
it  is  a  new  motion,  and  I  think  it  is  one  of 
which  notice  should  have  been  given  on  a  Sup- 
plementary Order-  Paper,  or  in  some  way.  It 
takes  honourable  members  altogether  by  sur- 
prise. 

Mr.  SHRIMSKI.— How  <50uld  I  have  given 
notice  ?  The  House  did  not  rise  till  one  o'clock 
on  Sunday  morning. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— I  beg  the  honourable  gentle- 
JBan's  pardon :  I  -am  not  blaming  him  per- 
Mr.  Stout 


sonally ;  but  I  think  opportunity  should  hftYa 
been  given  to  the  House  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  MOSS. — We  have  now  gained  a  point  so 
far  that  we  have  extracted  horn  the  Govern- 
ment a  fact  they  have  hitherto  kept  in  the 
background — that  they  are  in  eainest  in  bring- 
ing about  federation;  that  it  is  one  of  their 
objects.  This  is  the  first  time  we  have  known 
that.  At  first  we  were  told  the  Government 
were  neutral,  and  were  perfectly  willing  to  take 
the  decision  of  the  House.  Now,  I  venture  to 
say  the  Government  know  all  about  this  resolu- 
tion of  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru ; 
that  it  has  been  framed  by  the  Government ; 
and  I  say,  **  Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes  " — 
I  give  the  Hon.  the  Premier  a  little  Latin,  for 
once.  I  say  I  am  afraid  of  these  resolutions 
being  suddenly  sprung  upon  ua*  At  the  first 
glance,  they  appear  to  me  to  mean  this :  They 
establish  an  honourable  understanding  that, 
if  New  South  Wales  can  be  brought  into  the 
federation,  she  will  bring  us  with  her,— j(No.) — 
Yes ;  there  is  the  true  position.  We  virtually 
say  by  this  resolution  that,  if  New  South  Wales 
joins  the  federation,  she  will  take  us  with  her ; 
and  it  will  be  held  out  now,  as  an  inducement 
to  New  South  Wales  to  go  into  the  federation, 
that  New  Zealand  depends  upon  her  joining 
before  she  joins  herself.  Sir,  I  would  only 
wish  to  remark  on  one  point  that  has  been 
touched  upon,  and  that  is  with  reference  to  a 
legalized  Convention.  We  are  told  that  this 
will  not  be  a  federal  tie;  that  it  is  merely 
^ving  power  to  bring  the  colonies  together 
for  a  conference.  Now,  there  is  no  occasion 
whatever  for  a  ^ill  of  &e  Imperial  Parliament 
to  do  that.  Do  not  let  us  disguise  from  our- 
selves what  it  is  that  we  are  required  to  do. 
We  are  taking  the  first  step  towards  entering 
into  a  federation  by  which  we  voluntarily  de- 
prive ourselves  of  the  power  of  dealing  with 
all  the  higher  matters  with  which  a  nation 
can  deal.  We  shall  sit  here  as  a  local  Legisla- 
ture :  that  is  what  our  true  position  will  be. 
If  this  federation  is  accomplished,  we  cannot 
touch  land  tenure ;  we  cannot  touch  immigra- 
tion; we  can  take  no  steps  to  guard  our- 
selves against  the  immigration  of  Chinese ; 
we  shaJl  even  be  relieved  of  all  care  of  our 
own  defence,  which  is  one  of  the  highest 
functions  of  a  Government ;  we  shall  have 
federal  Supreme  Courts.  Do  not  let  us  dis- 
guise from  ourselves  that  this  is  the  inevit- 
able result  of  the  measure.  A  Federal  Council 
would  be  a  farce  if  it  merely  meant  to  talk 
of  and  initiate  legislation.  No :  that  Federal 
Council,  with  the  powers  it  will  obtain  under 
the  Imperial  Act,  will  and  must  become  a 
Govenmient — a  federal  Legislature ;  and,  as  a 
federal  Government,  it  must  take  from  us  all 
the  higher  functions  with  which  we  now  deal : 
it  must  degrade  this  Legislature  into  a  mere 
local  Legislature ;  and  I  venture  to  say  that, 
whenever  that  comes,  we  shall  have  more  than 
one  local  Legislature  under  that  federal  Govern- 
ment. It  would  be  utterly  inipossible  that  one 
local  Legislature  should,  under  such  circnm- 
stances,  deal  with  the  multifarious  questions 
in  New  Zealand.    Do  not  let  us  conceal  this 
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from  ouiselves;  do  not  let  the  Government 
drag  us  step  by  step  into  it ;  but  let  us  resist  it 
from  the  first,  and  let  us  have  it  olearly  under- 
gtood  that  we  will  continue  to  be  New  Zea- 
landers,  in  alliance  with  and  subject  to  the 
Queen  of  England ;  but  that  we  do  not  wish 
to  join  Federal  Australasia,  because  we  can 
have  little  or  no  influence  in  its  counsels; 
because  we.  are.  too  far  removed  from  them ; 
because  they  are  interested  in  nimibers  of 
questions,  concerning  race,  land  tenure,  and 
other  matters,  with  which  we  cannot  deal ; 
and  also  because,  if  there  is  to  be  a  navy,  a 
New  Zealand  navy  would  be  far  better^  if  at 
at  some  future  time  it  should  be  necessary  to 
protect  our  shores,  to  protect  us  than  we  could 
possibly  be  protected  by  an  Australian  navy 
which  had  the  whole  of  Australia  to  protect, 
and  with  its  head-qucurters  on  that  continent. 
The  question  is,  I  feel,  the  most  momentous  one 
we  can  have  before  us ;  and  I  think  the  course 
taken,  when  bringing  it  before  the  House,  is 
highly  objectionable.  I  think  it  should  have 
been  more  deliberately  brought  before  the 
House,  and  that  the  Government  is  seeking, 
by  ruses  of  various  kinds,  to  force  it  through 
the  House.  The  last  intimation  that  was 
given  by  the  Hon.  the  Premier  is  that  the 
**  Te  Anau  "  will  sail  punctually,  so  that  those 
honourable  gentlemen  who  want  to  get  to  the 
races  and  to  see  the  Canterbury  Show,  if  they 
do  not  settle  this  question  quickly,  will  lose 
their  chance  of  doing  so.  I  say  such  conduct 
as  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated,  and  that  we 
ought  to  insist  upon  having  sufficient  time  to 
come  to  a  conclusion,  and  that  the  whole  thing 
should  be  left  over  until  next  session.  I  will 
znove  the  amendment  of  which  I  gave  notice 
on  the  Supplementary  Order  Paper  No.  26, — 
That  the  following  be  substituted  for  the  sub- 
clauses marked  (c),  (/),  and  {g) :  "That,  while 
rejoicing  in  the  prospect  of  a  federal  union 
among  the  colonies  of  the  Australian  Conti- 
nent, this  House  is  of  opinion  that  the  distance 
of  New  Zealand,  her  insular  position,  and  the 
homogeneous  character  of  her  population, 
render  it  desirable  that  no  step  should  be 
taken  to  include  her  in  such  federation  imtil 
the  federal  policy  with  reference  to  the  Cus- 
toms tariff,  to  the  immigration  and  employ- 
ment of  uncivilized  races  as  labourers,  and  to 
other  matters  afEeoting  the  future  well-being 
and  happiness  of  her  people,  shall  be  known 
and  settled."  I  beg  to  move  that  amendment 
to  the  resolutions.  There  can  be  no  doubt  this 
is  a  definite  answer  to  the  question,  and  will 
state  the  opinion  of  the  House  upon  it. 

Mr.  GUINNESS.— I  have  much  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  amendn^ent. 

Mr.  HATCH.— I  object  to  the  first  few  words 
of  the  motion  of  the  honourable  member  for 
Oamaru.  I  would  rather  state  that  it  is  not  in 
consequence  at  all  of  the  action  taken  by  New 
South  Wales.  I  maintain  that  it  is  in  conse- 
quence of  the  action  taken  by  the  Imperial 
Government  in,  a  few  days  ago,  stating  that 
they  required  the  amount  of  subsidy  to  be 
doubled.  That,  Sir,  is  exactly  the  position  of 
affairs,  and  it  will  be  a  great  deal  better  to 


state  the  true  position  than  to  tack  ourselves- 
on  to  New  Souui  Wales,  a  colony  which  is  at 
variance  to  a  great- extent  with  Victoria,  jea- 
lousies between  which  colonies,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  by  the  honourable  member  for  Eg- 
mont  in  his  speech,  have  been  rife  for  a  number 
of  years.  I  hope  the  honourable  member  for 
Oamaru  will  see  fit  to  leave  out  these  words  of 
his  resolution,  and  I  do  not  think  there  will 
then  be  any  objection  to  carrying  it  without 
any  loss  of  time.  I  propose  to  substitute  the 
words,  "  That,  consequent  upon  the  uncertain^ 
position  taken  up  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment in  doubling  the  amount  of  the  subsidy." 

Mr.  GILLIES. — I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment. That  all  the  words  from  "  That"  to  "  this"^ 
be  left  out.  It  will  have  very  much  the  same 
effect  as  the  honourable  member  for  Oamaru's  ■ 
motion,  giving  the  reason  why  this  is  done. 
My  reason  here  is  simply  this :  that  i^e  reason 
given  is  not  the  reason  why  we  are  adjourning, 
it,  and  I  think  it  is  unworthy  of  us  to  state  as 
a  reason  that  which  is  not  a  reason. 

Sir  G.  GREY.— There  will  be  a  necessity  for 
further  amendments  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
clause.  The  clear  meaning  of  this  is  that  the 
Bill  might  be  ensbcted  by  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, aiter  negotiations  have  taken  place,, 
without  our  knowing  anything  about  it.  Some 
words  should  be  put  in  which  would  clearly 
define  that  nothing  shall  be  done  until  this 
Parliament  meets  again. 

Mr.  Gillies's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Moss's  amendment  negatived. 

Major  ATKINSON  moved,  That  the  question 
be  further  amended  by  the  omission  of  the  words 
"  before  the  Federal  Bill  is  enacted,"  and  the 
insertion  of  the  words  "  with  regard  to  federa- 
tion "  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question,  •*  That 
the  words  proposed  to  be  omitted  stand  part  of 
the  question." 


Ayes,  16. 

Brown 

Macandrew 

Tole 

Bruce 

Moss 

TumbuU. 

Duncan 

Richardson,  E 

Fisher 

Ross 

Tellers. 

Guinness 

Samuel 

Smith 

Johnston 

Stewart,  W.  D 
Noes,  35. 

Trimble. 

Ballance 

Hatch 

Shephard 

Beetham 

Lake 

Shnmski 

Bevan 

Lamach 

Steward,  W.J. 

ConoUy 

Locke 

Stout 

Cowan 

McKenzie,  J. 

Sutter 

Dodson 

Moat 

Vogel 

Eraser 

Morris 

Wakefield 

Pulton 

Newman 

Walker 

Garrick 

Peacock 

White,  W. 

GilUes 

Pyko 

Tellers. 

Grey 

Richardson,  G 

.  Atkinson 

HcJcuene 

Rolleston 

Fitzherbert. 

Majority  against,  19. 

Worda  struck  out. 

Words  "  with  regard  to  federation  "  added.. 

Motion^  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
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The  House  went  into  Committee  to  oonsider 
tlie  following  resolution :  "  (&.)  That  this  colony 
is  willing  to  pay,  in  proportion  to  its  popula- 
tion, a  share  of  the  sum  of  £15,000  proposed  by 
the  Imperial  Government." 

Mr.  STOUT  moved,  That  the  word  •* first" 
be  inserted  immediately  after  the  figures 
"  £16,000." 

Agreed  to. 

Besolution,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Dr.  NEWMAN.— I  should  like  to  learn  from 
the  Premier  if  he  has  worked  out,  on  the  basis 
-of  population,  what  our  contribution  is  likely 
to  be. 

Mr.  STOUT.  ^  It  will  be  about  a  sixth  or 
seventh. 

Resolution  reported. 

On  the  question,  That  the  resolution  be 
■agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Mr.  GUINNESS  said,— I  shall  most  dis- 
tinctly  take  a  division  on  thiif  question.  I 
have  all  along  opposed  spending  a  penny  of 
money  on  this  matter,  and  I  ask  honourable 
gentlemen  to  vote  against  it,  so  as  to  show  the 
country  which  members  are  doing  their  duty 
in  this  respect — who  are  carrying  out  their 
election  pledges  and  who  are  not,  in  supporting 
.an  appropriation  like  this. 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

SUPPLY  BILLS. 
Mr.  SPEAKER  announced  that-  he  had,  in 
person,  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor two  Supply  Bills,  which  His  Excellency 
had  assented  to,  on  behalf  of  Her  Majesty. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  SESSION. 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  on  <^e  table  the  following 
schedule  of  the  business  transacted  during  the 
session : — 


1.  Select  ComnrrEEs— 

On  public  matters 

On  private  Bills 

2.  Btandxno  CoiOnTTKEB... 

Ditto  on  private  Bills  ... 


6 

4 

—  10 
12 

8 

—  16 

—    25 


-3.  PuBLii'  Bills— 

Originated  in  the  House— 
Becoived  the  Royal  aspont  ...    66 

Reserved  for  the  Bifiiiiftcation  of 

Her  Majesty'H  pleasure 0 

Dropped  or  otherwise  di^osed  of  69 

—  185 


100 


6h. 


i.  Pbtvatb  Btul»— 

Originated  in  the  B<m»&- 
Received  the  Royal  assent 
Dropped  or  otherwise  disposed  of 

A.  PxTmovs  PBBSXmSD' 

From  Europeans        

From  Maoris      

6.  DmsioNs— 

In  the  whole  Hooae    

In  Committee     

T.  Brrmros-* 

Days  of  meeting 

Hours  of  sitting 

Daily  average     

&  TOTBS  AXD  PBOCECniKOS— 

guestions  asked  of  Ministers 
ntries  In  Journals    1,085 

Daily  avenge    

9.  Ordebs  fob  Papebs    

10.  Papebs  z.ai3>  upon  thb  Tabxa— 

By  command       

In  return  to  Orders  ...  

In  return  to  addressee  

By  message         

By  Act       ^       

By  leave    

Papers  ordered  to  be  printed        74 
Papers  not  ordered  to  be  printed  50 


4 
1 
—     5 

417 

115 


IS 

m 

9VB 


urn 


88 
55 

0 

0 

18 

18 


-Ui 


11.  Repobts  fbom  Select  ComfiTTEBs— 
From  the  Public  Petitions  Commit- 
tee   

Prom  the  Native  Affairs  Committee 
From  the  Waste  Lands  Committee 
From  the  Gold  Fields  and  Mines 

Committee       

From  tho  Local  Bills  Committee 
From  other  Committees      


190 
41 
96 

SO 


-416 


Brought  from  the  Council — 
Received  the  Royal  assent 
Reserved  for  tlio  Hi^iiification  of 

Her  Majesty'H  pleasure 

Dropped  or  otborwlBe  disposed  of 


12 

0 
1 

—    13 
—  148 


PROROGATION. 

A  message  was  brought  by  Leonard  Stowe, 
Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council,  to  the 
following  effect :  *'  The  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  His  Excellency  the  Goyemoi  to  do 
aJl  things  in  his  nsmo  in  order  to  the  pio- 
roguing  of  this  Parliament,  request  the  attend- 
ance in  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber  of  the 
members  of  this  honourable  House  to  hear  the 
Commission  read." 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  House, 
went  to  the  Legislative  Council  Chamber ;  and 
a  Commission  was  read  for  the  proroguing  of 
Parliament. 

Tho  Hon.  the  SPEAKER  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  said, — By 
virtue  of  His  Excellency's  Commission,  under 
the  seal  of  the  colony,  to  us  directed,  and  read, 
we  do,  in  His  Excellency's  name  and  in  obedi* 
ence  to  his  command,  prorogue  this  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  the  19th  day  of  March, 
1885 ;  and  this  session  of  the  General  Assembly- 
is  prorogued  accordingly  to  Thursday,  the  19th. 
day  of  March,  1885. 
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NATIVE  LAND  SETTLEMENT  BILL. 
Tsa  following  petition  wu  presented  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  in  relation  to  the 
above  Bill  :— 

«  Poneke,  Oketopa  18, 1884. 
-**  Ee  te  Tmnuaki  Honore  me  nga  mema  o  te 
Whare  o  Baro  e  noho  hoihui  ana  i  roto  i  te 
Paremata. 
^  Ko  te  pitihana  a  nga  kai  tnhi  e  man  nei  i  rare 

nga  ingoa,  e  ata  whakaatu  ana, — 
■**  Eo  a  koutou  kai  pitihana  he  tangata  no  te 
iwi  Maori,  kna  mohio,  tenei  etehi  Pire  taimaha 
e  pa  mai  ana  ki  a  matou  tenei  kei  mua  i  te  Pare- 
mata. E  tino  hiahia  ana  matou  Ida  whaka- 
mohiotia  ki  to  koutou  Whcure  honore  nga  ti- 
Icanga  e  paingia  ana  e  o  matou  iwi  tae  noa  ki 
nga  mea  e  whakapouri  nei  i  a  ratou,  a,  ko  aua 
iwi  kua  kiia  ake  nei  Ida  tino  manakohia  mai  e 
to  koutou  Tino  Whakaminenga. 

**E  ata  tono  atu  ana  tenei  kia  karangatia 
xnai  e  koutou  a  Wahanui  kia  tu  ki  te  aroaro  to 
koutou  Whare  honore,  ki  reira  whakaatu  ai  i 
Bga  hiahia  me  nga  whakaaro  o  tona  iwi  mo 
runga  1  a  koutou  ture  e  mea  nei  kia  hanga 
inaianei, 

**  A  ko  a  koutou  kai  pitihana  i  runga  i  te  xi- 
4enga  tika  ka  tono  tonu  atu. 

"  Meiha  Eeepa  Bangihiwinui. 

"  Atanatiu  te  Eairangi. 

*'  Bene  te  Ouenuku. 

**  Hoani  Bum. 

**  Tamihana  te  Huirau. 

**  Ihaka  Hakuene. 

"  Wi  Pewhairangi. 

"  Paora  Parau. 

<*  Enoka  te  Taitea. 

"  Wi  Pihana. 

"  Puke  te  Ao. 

"  Wi  Pere. 

"  John  Ormsby  (Hone  Omipi). 

**  Maaka  Pukehi. 

**  Baureti  Ngawhena. 

"  Wiremu  Katene. 

**  Baniera  te  Hiahia. 

"  Taare  Weteri  te  Kaahu. 

**  Mautoko. 

**  Bawenata." 


[TraDTSIiATION.] 

"  Wellington,  18th  October,  1884. 
«**To  the  Honourable    the   Speaker  and    the 
members  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives, 
in  Parliament  assembled. 
'**  The  humble  petition,  of  the  undersigned  re- 
spectfully showeth, — 
^•Tmx  your  petitioners   are  persons  of  the 


Native  race,  who,  perceiving  that  many  Bills 
seriously  afiecting  them  are  now  beforp  Parlia- 
ment, and  being  desirous  that  your  honourable 
House  should  receive  the  fullest  informatioii 
as  to  the  requirements  and  grievances  of  ouz 
peoi)le,  and  also  that  the  said  people  should 
receive  the  fullest  consideration  from  tibe 
General  Assembly,  respectfully  pray  that  you 
will  call  Wahanui,  the  chief  of  the  Ngatimani- 
apoto,  to  appear  before  your  honourable  House, 
there  to  make  known  the  wants  and  desires  of 
his  people  in  respect  of  the  now  proposed  laws. 

**And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound, 
will  ever  pray. 

"  Meiha  Eeepa  BANOiHiwiNni. 
"Atakatiu  te  Eaibanqi.v 
[And  18  others.] 

The  following  address  was  delivered  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  on  the  Ist  November,  1884 : — 

Mr.  Wahakiti. — Mr.  Speaker,  salutations  to 
you.  To  all  the  honourable  members  of  this 
House,  salutations.  It  was  my  great  desire  to 
speak  before  this  House  on  behalf  of  my  people. 
That  brough'-  me  here.  There  are  two  subjects 
for  which  1  was  sent  here.  My  first  reason 
was  to  explain  to  you  my  sentiments;  my 
second,  that  I  might  look  upon,  the  works  that 
are  being  done  in  this  House.  I  will  now 
speak  the  wishes  and  the  words  of  my  tribe. 
The  first  subject  on  which  I  shall  speak  con- 
cerns our  lands — the  ancestral  lands  of  myself 
and  my  people.  I  say  that  we  wish  to  have  the 
sole  administration  of  those  lands.  Secondly, 
I  do  not  wish  the  action  of  the  Native  Land 
« Court  to  be  brought  into  force  over  those  lands. 
The  reason  of  this  request  is,  that  the  lands 
that  I  speak  of  are  ancestral  lands,  and  the 
hands  of  the  Europeans  have  never  touched* 
them.  No  white  man's  foot  has  trodden  upon 
those  lands,  nor  has  any  European  obtained 
authority  over  them,  either  by  lease  or  other- 
wise. This  is  the  reason  why  I  say  that  we 
should  have  the  administration  of  those  lands ; 
but  afteifwards  I  will  ask  this  House  to  help 
me  to  devise  a  law  for  administering  them.  I 
have  already  mentioned  my  ideas  on  this  sub- 
ject to  the  Native  Minister.  His  word  to  me 
was,  "  Your  ideas  are  good.^'  After  I  had  been 
in  this  place  some  time,  I  saw  the  proposed 
Bill.  When  I  saw  this  Bill  I  found  that  it 
had  great  sharp  teeth  from  the  head  to  the 
mouth,  and  there  was  a  sting  also  in  its  taU. 
I  saw  that  its  teeth  were  very  sharp,  and  were 
designed  to  swallow  up  the  people,  and  that 
the  sting  also  will  destroy  the  land.  When  I 
saw  those  sharp  teeth  I  thought  in  this  way : 
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This  watch  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  is  mine  ; 
jand,  if  it  require  repairs,  let  me  take  it  to 
the  watchmaiier  and  have  it  repaired.  I 
will  explain  to  the  watchmaker  what  requires 
to  'he  done  to  it,  and  then  he  can  repair  it 
according  to  my  directions.  Then,  when  he 
has  repaired  it,  he  returns  it  to  me,  and  I  pay 
him  for  it,  and  then  it  is  mine  to  do  what  I 

f  lease  with.  I  apply  this  idea  to  my  land,  and 
think  it  is  a  parallel  case  to  my  land.  I  hope 
that  the  House  will  duly  consider  my  words. 
Do  not  let  the  House  be  carried  away  with  a 

.  desire  to  obtain  lands,  but  rather  let  the  House 
consider  that  which  is  just  and  right.  These 
are  my  ideas  on  this  subject,  and  since  I  have 
Been  the  Bill  I  asked  the  Native  Minister  if  he 
would  consent  to  my  inserting  some  provisions. 
At  present  there  is  no  embarrassment  with  re- 
gard to  my  land ;  the  title  to  it  is  undisputed. 
But  I  am  actuated  by  a  fear  that  trouble  will 
oome  upon  it.    That  is  why  I  come  here  now. 

,  The  object  of  Tawhiao*s  visit  to  England  was 
lest  the  laws  passed  in  this  House  should 
injuriously  afiect  his  land,  smd  it  has  been  the 
head  of  the  Qovemment  in  England  that  has 
told  Tawhiao  to  come  back  to  New  Zealand. 


Therefore  I  ask  this  House  to  pass  just  lawfr 
with  regard  to  my  land.  I  hope,  also,  that 
this  House  will  cskrefuUy  consider,  carry  out,, 
and  give  effect  to  the  laws  of  that  great  lady 
who  lives  in  England — I  mean  the  Queen — 
so  that  the  laws  for  both  races,  the  Natives 
and  Europeans,  may  be  carefully  administered. 
Do  not  let  such  laws  as  some  of  the  clauses 
in  this  proposed  Bill  be  affirmed.  They  appear 
to  have  been  drafted,  or  designed,  without  due 
consideration.  These  are  my  words  to  this 
House :  I  claim  the  consideration  of  this- 
House,  and  ask  it  to  give  effect  to  my  wish 
and  the  wish  of  my  people,  and  that  tha 
authority  over  our  lands  may  be  vested  in  our 
Committee.  Another  request  I  have  to  make 
is  that  the  sale  of  spirits  within  our  district 
shall  be  stopped  absolutely.  I  do  not  want 
that  great  evil  brought  upon  our  people.  I 
hope  this  House  will  be  strong  in  preventing; 
this  evil  ooming  upon  us  and  upon  our  peo|de. 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say,  and  I  can  only  add 
that  it  is  my  great  desire  and  wish  thtft  you 
pass  just  laws  with  respect  to  my  land  and  my^ 
people. 


By  Authority:  Gsosob  Dzdsbuby,  Qovemment  Prlater 
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